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Klein Applauds Civil Confinement Agreement
Praises Gov. Spitzer for Progress After Years of Delay

PETRA, JORDAN -- The 
enthralling story of the life of 
Babatha who lived more than 2000 
years ago, along with photos from 
archeological excavations at Petra, 
Jordan near where she lived, tell a 
fascinating tale at the new exhibit 
in the Goldstein Cultural Center 
of Temple Israel of New Rochelle. 
The exhibit, which opened for 
preview Sunday, March 18, will run 
until June.

Babatha’s Story
Photos from Petra, Jordan Tell of Life in 

Ancient Middle East

   Drawn from documents found at 
the site by noted Israeli archeologist 
Yigael Yadin during an exploration 
of a large, three-chambered cave 
in the Nahal Hever, a wadi near 
En-gedi in 1961, the narrative has 
inspired a stunning series of photos 
taken by Orah Buck who also wrote 
the accompanying text.
   Yadin, who led a systematic 

THE BRONX, NY -- Deputy 
Minority Leader, Senator Jeff Klein 
hailed an agreement announced last 
week between Gov. Spitzer and 
lawmakers on the terms of a civil 
confinement law that would allow 
for continued confinement of the 
most dangerous and most persistent 
sex offenders in secure psychiatric 
facilities after they have completed 
their prison sentences. 
   “This legislation is long overdue, 
and will finally help protect our 
families from the most violent sex 
offenders who have proven that they 
cannot safely function in society,” 
said Senator Klein. 
   An original co-sponsor of Megan’s 
Law which created New York’s sex 
offender registry, Senator Klein 
has long argued that sex offenders 
determined too dangerous to 
safely release from prison should 
receive continued treatment in a 
secure facility.  These efforts took 
on greater urgency for Klein after 
the 2005 murder of White Plains 
resident Connie Russo-Carriero by 
a Level 3 sex offender with a long 
history of violent behavior who had 

refused mental health services.   
   Working closely with the Russo 
family, Klein held public hearings 
on civil confinement in Bronxville 

to increase public awareness.  Klein 
also worked to increase support for 
the measure among his colleagues 
in Albany by releasing a report 

showing high concentrations of 
level 3 sex offenders living near 

Rabid Raccoon 
Found at Hilltop 
Hanover Farm 

in Yorktown
WHITE PLAINS, NY -- The 
Westchester County Department 
of Health last week issued a Rabies 
Alert to residents who may have 
had contact with a rabid raccoon 
found at Hilltop Hanover Farm in 
Yorktown. 
   The raccoon, which was sick and 
injured, was found in a barn on the 
property of Hilltop Hanover Farm 
on March 7.  The animal was picked 
up by Westchester County Health 
Department staff and tested by the 
New York State Rabies Laboratory, 
which has confirmed that the 
raccoon was positive for rabies.
   “Anyone who believes that he or 
she, or a pet, may have had contact 
with this raccoon should contact the 
Westchester County Department 
of Health immediately at (914) 
813-5000 to assess the need for 
life saving rabies treatment,” said 
Dr. Joshua Lipsman, Westchester 
County Commissioner of Health. 
“Anyone bitten by a rabid animal, 
or having contact with its saliva, 
may need to receive immediate 
rabies vaccination treatments,” he 
said. 
   When administered early enough 
and before symptoms develop, 
rabies treatment is 100 percent 
effective.  Once symptoms occur, 
in humans or animals, the disease 
is fatal.
   Unusual behavior may be the 
first sign of rabies in an animal. A 
rabid animal may become either 
abnormally aggressive or unusually 
tame. It may lose fear of people 
and become excited and irritable, 
or, conversely appear particularly 
passive and lethargic.  Staggering 
and frothing at the mouth are 
sometimes noted.
   Direct contact with wild or stray 
animals, even baby animals, is 
always inadvisable. Parents should 
instruct children to refrain from 
touching unfamiliar animals and 
to immediately tell an adult if they 
have been bitten or scratched by an 
animal. Any physical contact with a 
wild or unfamiliar animal should be 
reported to a health care provider. 
All animal bites or contacts with 
animals suspected of having rabies 
must be reported to the Westchester 
County Department of Health at 
(914) 813-5000, 24 hours a day.  
   Keeping pet rabies vaccinations 
up to date is critical for 
protection against rabies.  
   Westchester County law 
requires dogs, cats, and ferrets to 
be vaccinated against rabies and 
receive regular booster shots.
 

For more information about rabies 
and its prevention, residents can 

also call the 
RABIES INFOLINE 
at (914) 813-5010 

or visit the Health Department’s 
Website at

 www.westchestergov.com/health.

 

Seasons in Sanctuary

see Seasons In Sanctuary pg. 7

By  
Mayor Bramson,
Mayor of New 
Rochelle
 
   Members of the 
City Council, City 
Manager Strome, 
C o m m i s s i o n e r s 
and Staff, Our 
Colleagues in 
G o v e r n m e n t 
– Senator 
O p p e n h e i m e r , 
A s s e m b l y m a n 
Latimer, Assemblywoman Paulin, 
and County Clerk Idoni, President 
Dursi and Members of the Chamber 
of Commerce, especially Executive 
Director Denise Lally, who worked 
so hard to bring us together this 
evening, distinguished community 
leaders, my friends, and fellow 
citizens: 
The measure of our community is 
not the buildings we construct or 
the dollars we amass, but rather the 
lives we touch and improve.  Let 
me tell you about just a few of these 
lives. 
   Please meet Paul Luzzi.  Paul is 
a long-time resident who’s held 
plenty of tough jobs in his life, but 
while those jobs provided short-
term support, they offered no health 
insurance, no stability, and no 
prospect of advancement.  Last year, 
led by Council Member Jim Stowe, 
the City created the New Rochelle 
Economic Development Initiative 
to offer pre-apprenticeship training 
in the building and construction 
trades at various sites in and around 
our city.  As a participant in this 
program, Paul acquired permanent 
skills that have literally changed his 
life.  This year, in our community 
of New Rochelle, Paul and others 

A Generation of Progress
The State of the City Address - Part 1

see Generation of Progress pg. 6

like him, through 
their hard work 
and determination 
– linked to the 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s 
created by economic 
development, will 
look forward, 
perhaps for the 
first time, to a 
hopeful and secure 
future.  Paul, 
congratulations and 
thank you for your 
example. 

   I want you to meet Pat Carter, 
Amy Jackson, Kathleen Jensen-
Graham, Tom Lang, Richard 
Rowe, Don Swanson, and Michael 
Yellin.  Each of these individuals 
has been a leader in his or her 
neighborhood, concerned about 
protecting the character and charm 
of our residential areas.  They 
came together as a committee to 
assist our City planners with new 
zoning standards for town houses 
and architectural peer review.  The 
result was legislation, adopted 
unanimously by the Council, to 
ensure that new development 
reflects and enhances the appeal 
of its surroundings.  Because of 
their work, this year and beyond, 
the gracious neighborhoods in our 
community of New Rochelle will 
enjoy a greater level of protection 
than ever before in our history.  
Thank you all for your efforts and 
for your leadership. 
   Can I ask the Baeza family to 
please stand.  Angel Baeza came to 
our city from Mexico twenty years 
ago, his wife Sonia eleven years 
ago, and here they’re raising their 
children, Angel Jr. and Guadalupe.  
This year, in our community of 

By Dr. Ed U. Cator 
and Vox Populi

It appears that 
“ B e n e d i c t ” 
Pierorazio is 
sheepishly fulfilling 
his obligations, not 
to the school children 
of the Yonkers Public 
Schools or their 
parents, but instead 
leads his educational 
flock through the 
desert to wander 
and wonder perpetually, as to 
where the Yonkers School District 
is headed. Actually, it is headed 
toward Superintendent Pierorazio’s 
retirement, as he approaches the 
end of the second year of his $1 
million dollar contract and soon to 

Yonkers Board of 
Education: Out of  

Sight – Out of Mind
How to “Use” the Board of Education to Your Own 

Personal Advantage under the Guise of Better 
Leadership through City Hall

see Yonkers BOE pg. 3

be enjoyed $175,000 
per year pension.
   After thirty plus 
years in the Yonkers 
Public Schools, he 
has collaborated with 
City Hall through its 
Board of Education 
C o m m i s s a r /
President Bernadette 
Dunne, and the nearly 
invisible Trustees, 
to “hand over” the 
independence of the 
Board of Education 

to the control of City Hall. This is all 
being quietly done right before our 
very eyes. It is being accomplished 
with the acquiescence of the 
Superintendent, Trustees, PTA, 

By Barbara 
Barton Sloane 
   Bet you 
didn’t know 
that the State 
of Louisiana 
is now a major 
venue for film 
makers.  New 
Orleans has 
always been a 
favorite spot for 
filming, but after 
Katrina, film 
makers had to 
stop production 
on their films 
and seek other 
sites.  Welcome 
H o l l y w o o d 
on the Bayou!  
S h r e v e p o r t , 
Baton Rouge, 
Clinton - all 
have welcomed film makers and 
they, in turn, have benefited from the 
lucrative tax incentives, low cost of 
living, and high quality of life, and 
the ability of these cities to look like 

Lights, Camera, 
Louisiana!

“Every Town 
USA”. To 
date, 12 films 
have wrapped 
in Shreveport, 
including “The 
Guardian” with 
Kevin Costner, 
“Factory Girl” 
with Sienna 
Miller, and 
“Premonition” 
with Sandra 
B u l l o c k . 
Many more 
are planned.  
Filming right 

now: “The 
C l e a n e r ” 
with Samuel 
L. Jackson, 
and a Steven 
King thriller, 

“The Mist.” For these cities, 
film production has proved very 
lucrative.  In Shreveport, in 2006 
alone, $75,000,000 has been 

see Louisiana pg. 4

By Danny Lopriore
    “Seasons in Sanctuary” is my 
first book -- a novel based on a true 
story and a labor of love that began 
as a simple sports story in 1994 and 
has wound its way through many 
incarnations into a book and a 
possible film -- an option for which 
I have signed an agreement with 
Yonkers native Scott Williams a 
writer/producer of “Third Watch”, 

“Without a Trace” and “Bones” 
television fame. 
   “Seasons in Sanctuary” is about 
the redemption of a New York City 
mobster turned high school coach -
- based on the life of a real person 
-- and his amazing transformation. 
The story is meant to prove that 
true talent will be uncovered and 
expressed if the owner of that talent is 
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The Hezitorial

By Hezi Aris 

   Headlines scream discord within 
the political arena. Democrats and 
Republicans vie for your attention; 
smaller parties similarly attempt to 
be noticed. In days of old, political 
camps were erected much closer to 
Election Day than they are today. 
Candidates jockeying for position 
on the national stage attempt to 
steal people’s attention toward 
their burgeoning campaigns. On the 
local scene, contenders for office 
have begun the process earlier than 
anyone would ever have imagined.
   Mayor Phil Amicone’s incumbency 
in Yonkers is being challenged by a 
coterie of rivals.
   The Honorable Arthur Doran, 
recently retired justice from the 
Yonkers City Court, Dennis 
Robertson, incumbent Yonkers 
City Councilman, and Leonard 
Spano, former Westchester County 
PBA President have divulged 
their intentions in seeking the 
office of mayor. They each seek 
the endorsement of the Yonkers 

Political Power Plays and Self Gratification

Democratic City Committee. 
   Each exemplifies strengths and 
weaknesses that will be tested as 
the process unfolds.
   Judge Arthur Doran is a studied 
man, inculculated with respect for 
the law and measured by the realities 
of life as they were expressed to him 
before his court. His robes permitted 
him the richness of station and the 
depravity of want; a cornucopia of 
circumstances and lifestyle.
   Leonard Spano, son of the Spano 
scion, has been involved in law 
enforcement on a county level 

throughout his life, honing his skills 
on the street and in a leadership 
role with the police benevolent 
association.
   Dennis Robertson, a successful 
businessman brings a tenacious, 
hard driving “take no prisoners” 
demeanor that has served him well 
in business and in politics.
   Each has qualities that may 
resonate relevance among the 
electorate. At issue is whether 
the voter is indeed engaged in the 
dance steps taken by each of these 
protagonists, or if the headlines 
in the Internet, in newspapers, on 
television, or radio have captivated 
their potential audience in anyway.
   While there are presently 
three declared candidates on the 
Democratic side of the political 
ledger, there are additional 
candidates said to have interest, yet 
have not declared. Among those 
said by some to be in contention 
are Sandy Annabi, Yonkers City 
Councilwoman, Chuck Lesnick, 
Yonkers City Council President, and 
Ken Jenkins, Yonkers Democratic 

City Committee Chairman, 
and Westchester County Board 
Legislator. 
   Seeking the Yonkers Republican 
City Committee endorsement is 
incumbent Mayor Phil Amicone. He 
seeks a second term, emboldened by 
his first term, and with the tenure of 
two terms prior as Yonkers Deputy 
Mayor. He is flush with confidence 
and a growing war chest valued at 
well over $500,000.
   The Democrats smell destiny 
is theirs to grasp. The incumbent 
Republican believes otherwise yet 
his armor is mottled with wounds of 
old and of recent battles. Treacherous 
and possibly foreboding breezes are 
again felt buffeting the ivory towers 
of City Hall. They may presently be 
discerned to be greatest from within 
than without.
   Rumor had it that Vincenza 
Restiano, former Yonkers City 
Council President intended to 
declare her candidacy as far back as 
February 11, 2007. Her candidacy 
is held in check by former Mayor 
John Spencer who has yet permitted 

her to divulge her intentions, 
demanding she await the audacious 
plans contemplated by Nick Spano, 
former New York State Senator, 
who is toying with the prospect of 
running for Mayor of Yonkers. 
   The political sandbox where these 
boys and girls play is exclusive, yet 
treacherous.
   At issue is whether the games these 
kids play are vigilantly scrutinized 
for merit and nuance, or whether 
they have yet, or ever will engage 
the voter. 
   Perhaps there’s even a faux 
chance that Robert Ferrito, former 
President of the Board of Education 
or Joe Farmer, Yonkers Public 
Schools Superintendent may have 
convinced themselves to run for 
office?  
   Until then, it seems these games are 
little more than exercises of futility 
for some and self gratification for 
others. 
   Are “We the People” playing hard 
to get? Of course we are; and we’re 
worth it! 

Letters to the Editor
Open Letter to NYS 
Conservative Party 
Chairman Mike Long 
  
Dear Mike:
 
   I noted with interest published 
reports of your recent letter to 
Governor Elliot Spitzer in which 
you suggested that support for some 
of his budget proposals could lead 
to the two of you becoming what 
you termed “strange bedfellows.” 
   Out of respect to you and given 
the long and distinguished record 
that the Conservative Party has 
of espousing the best interests of 
hard-working, overtaxed, middle 
class New Yorkers I feel I must 
remind you of the old adage that 
one must be careful where they 
lie or “risk getting up with fleas.” 
   Your letter to our new governor, 
and the way that it will surely be 
interpreted by the press, could 

leave one with the opinion that 
the state Conservative Party 
condones the governor’s proposed 
spending plan which raises taxes 
-- including massive new taxes on 
New York businesses -- further 
stifling entrepreneurship and job 
creation in a state that sorely lags 
much of the nation in economic 
growth, while it redirects future 
property tax relief so that those 
New Yorkers who pay among 
the highest property taxes in the 
country will get the smallest relief. 
   On the other hand, Senator Joe 
Bruno and the Republican Senate 
Majority are proposing a program 
of tax cuts that will make New York 
more affordable for the middle 
class, create jobs and spur economic 
growth, and halt the flight of the 
tens of thousands of New Yorkers 
who leave our state each year for 
more tax friendly environments 
down south and out west. 
    Senate Republicans propose 

tripling the size of the tax rebate 
check taxpayers received last 
year and quadrupling the rebate 
in 2008, providing them with 
$6 billion in direct property tax 
relief ($2.6 billion in relief this 
year and $3.4 billion in 2008). 
   I would be truly surprised if you 
have adopted the governor’s mantra 
that providing state resources for 
tax rebate checks that go directly 
into the pockets of overburdened 
taxpayers is “wasteful” spending.
   Joe Bruno and his Senate Majority 
have it right and in the true tradition 
of Ronald Reagan, a political 
figure that both you and I revere, 
they are leading the fight to return 
billions of dollars to average New 
Yorkers that they can use as they 
see fit to invest in a better future 
for themselves and their families. 
   As a small businessman yourself, 
you know that small business 
remains the vital economic engine 
that is creating the vast majority of 

new jobs across our state and nation. 
That’s why the Senate Majority 
is proposing a comprehensive 
small business assistance package 
that would provide $490 million 
in the first year and $1.3 billion 
in three years to promote growth 
and create jobs by lowering taxes, 
providing economic incentives, 
and streamlining red tape. 
   Finally, you well know that 
Senate Republicans have 
consistently supported reforms in 
health care spending that seek to 
eliminate waste, fraud and abuse 
while protecting the delivery of 
quality, affordable health care 
to our state’s working families. 
   Closing hospitals and shuttering 
nursing homes does more than cruelly 
burden those in our society who 
can least afford it, by undermining 
our state’s health care system we 
create gaping holes in our state’s 
overall economic safety net risking 
rising costs across the broader 

social service program spectrum 
thereby placing even greater 
burdens on the taxpayers that will 
be forced, through increased taxes, 
to assume those increased costs. 
   You and I are battle-tested 
political warriors with many years 
and literally hundreds of campaigns 
under our belts. We are both far too 
wise in the ways of politics to be 
seduced by the conservative veneer 
of a budget that, examined to its 
depths, misdirects state spending 
priorities, raises taxes, and stifles 
economic growth in a way that would 
make even Mario Cuomo proud. 
   Looking forward to our 
continued partnership in support 
of the hard-working, middle-class 
taxpayers of New York, I remain 

Sincerely,
Joseph N. Mondello
Chairman
New York Republican State 
Committee

New York Civic

By Henry J. Stern
  
NEW YORK, NY -- Both houses 
of the New York Legislature have 
passed and sent to Governor Spitzer 
a bill intended to deal with sex 
offenders whose prison sentences 
have expired. The justification for 
the bill is that some sexual predators 
are likely to repeat their horrible 
crimes after they are freed.  When 
the governor signs the measure, 
New York will become the 20th 
state to authorize continued “civil 
confinement” of sex offenders. 
   There is substantial anecdotal and 
statistical evidence of recidivism 
by sex offenders. In the most 
recent widely publicized case, a 
Florida man, John Couey, was 
convicted of murder for kidnapping 
and raping a 9-year-old girl and 
then burying her alive in a plastic 
bag. Couey had previously been 
convicted of child molestation.  
   The New York bill’s original 
sponsor, Senator Dale Volker 
of Depew (it’s near Buffalo), 
introduced it for twelve years. It 
passed the Senate annually, but 
was always shelved by Assembly 
Democrats, by Speaker Sheldon 
Silver, who found it excessively 

Both Houses Pass a Bill to Keep Sex Offenders in  
‘Civil Confinement’ Until They Are Cured

harsh and a violation of the civil 
rights of individuals who had 
already paid their debt to society.   
   Governor Pataki placed great 
importance on the issue to show 
Republican voters that he was 
tough on crime, particularly sexual 
offenses. Mr. Silver, who by that 
time had a mutually antagonistic 
relationship with Mr. Pataki, would 
do nothing to assist him, even if 
it meant giving up the legislative 
salary increase that the departing 
governor had offered as a carrot. 
   At the start of the Spitzer 
administration, the governor’s 
lawyers were instructed to negotiate 
with Senate and Assembly counsel 
to clear up the disagreements that 
had blocked legislation on this 
subject for years. All sides were 
told to work until they reached 
agreement. They succeeded, 
which is a good sign insofar as it 
raises hopes for resolving other 
long-disputed legislative issues. 
   Objections to earlier bills were 
overcome by adding provisions 
mandating psychological treatment 
for offenders, and due process 
safeguards in determining whether 
an inmate remained a risk to the 
public. There is little evidence that 

treatment modalities now available 
are effective or ineffective.  We can 
count how many people commit 
sex crimes after their release, 
which we can cross-check with 
what therapy, if any, they had 
received.   Even then, there is the 
issue of which prisoners were 
selected to receive therapy, easier 
cases or less tractable ones.  There 
is one certainty: a person held 
in jail or civil commitment will 
not commit a sex crime against 
a child while he is confined. 
   Not everyone is satisfied with 
the bill.   In its lead editorial this 
morning, the New York Times 
weighs in on the subject.
Their first paragraph: 
   “With little public discussion and 
no opposition to speak of, Gov. 
Eliot Spitzer has made New York 
the latest state to travel down a 
murky legal road, to a place where 
laws are made not in response to 
facts, but to wishfulness and fear.  It 
is a place where prisoners who 
finish their sentences remain locked 
up for crimes they might commits, 
submitting to psychological 
treatment that nearly always fails 
and whose only sure outcome is 
the open-ended spending of tens 

of millions of dollars a year.” 
   Whether you agree with it or not, 
that paragraph is exceptionally 
well written.    Unfortunately, we 
were unable to understand the last 
paragraph of the editorial, where 
the Times described   “... treating 
and supervising the large cohort 
of criminals who would never 
qualify for civil commitment...”  If 
you are interested, you should link 
to the editorial and see if you can 
figure out who they mean by that. 
Why would they never qualify for 
civil commitment?    The Times 
recognizes the “agonizingly 
difficult problem of sexually violent 

predators” and suggests various 
alternatives, which do not appear 
to us to be likely either to cure 
offenders or safeguard communities. 
   High-profile murders and rapes of 
children in recent years have resulted 
in the adoption of various state 
laws, such as Megan’s Law in New 
Jersey, where 8-year-old Megan 
Kanka was raped and murdered in 
1994. Megan’s Law required public 
notification to a community of the 
arrival of released sexual offenders. 
Similar federal legislation was 
passed by Congress and signed 
by President Clinton in 1996. 
   Other crimes led to the passage 
of other laws, frequently named for 
their victims. Kendra’s Law in New 
York State was passed after Kendra 
Webdale was pushed to her death 
under a subway train in 1999 by a 
mentally ill person who had stopped 
taking his medication. The bill was 
promoted by Governor Pataki, 
adopted, and later renewed by the 
legislature.  It mandates involuntary 
outpatient mental health treatment. 
If the former inpatient does not take 
his medications regularly, he or she 
will be returned to confinement. 

see New York Civic pg. 3
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Both Houses Pass a Bill to Keep Sex Offenders in  
‘Civil Confinement’ Until They Are Cured

from pg. 2

   Although no one is certain how 
to treat sex offenders, doctors agree 
that at least the most dangerous 
patients/inmates should  be kept in 
confinement as long as possible, 
even if that means most or all of 
their lives.  But although you can 
roughly measure degrees of mental 
illness,  it is impossible to predict 
accurately the future behaviorof 
the mentally ill. Some men who 
appear to be relatively sane will 
commit sex crimes because it 
gives them the kind of pleasure 
they cannot find elsewhere. 
   Sex crimes, especially when 
youngsters are victims, are 
considered so evil that society 
demands strong measures to 
safeguard potential victims and 
reduce the possibility of encounters 
between possible predators and 
victims.   Therefore laws have been 
passed which restrict the activities 
of former offenders, for example, 
not allowing them to loiter near 
schools.
   The New York bill also creates 
a new class of crime: sexually 
motivated felony. Suppose a 

criminal enters a house at night, 
intending to rape a sleeping 
woman. He is caught before he can 
attack her, or even get close to her. 
Today, he could be guilty only of 
breaking and entering. Under the 
new bill, since he came for sex, 
not just to steal, if that intent can 
be proven, he would be considered 
a sex offender. A state Office of 
Sex Offender Management would 
be created within the Division of 
Criminal Justice Services to oversee 
the programs and the offenders. 
   Most legislation is a trade-off 
between costs and benefits, or 
between different values.   How 
many people would have to be 
imprisoned beyond their sentence 
to offset a fixed number of rapes and 
murders?   Are there statistics from 
other states which would be useful 
in estimating probabilities here? 
   Opponents of the new state 
legislation argued that it provided 
insufficient protection for prior 
sex offenders, who could be 
imprisoned long after their sexual 
desires had disappeared. They 
rationally doubt the efficacy of 
psychiatric treatment, arguing that 
no psychiatrists would pronounce 

anyone cured for fear that they 
would be held responsible if the 
offender struck again.  They could 
also maintain the bill will have a 
discriminatory impact on minorities, 
but percentages of impact should 
be computed by comparison with 
the ethnicity of incarcerated rapists,  
rather than the prison population 
or the general population.  Some 
saw this bill as the reincarnation of 
the Rockefeller drug laws, but the 
heavy majorities, over 5 to 1 in the 
Assembly and 6 to 1 in the Senate, 
did not indicate that legislators were 
overly impressed by the negatives. 
   There is another possible way 
to deal with criminals who rape 
and murder innocent victims 
- castration.  This solution has 
even fewer advocates than capital 
punishment. First, people intuitively 
fear it.   Second the irreversible 
penalty could be applied where 
the facts are uncertain, or the 
accusation later shown to be  Third, 
the procedure could be imposed in 
a racially discriminatory manner.  
Fourth, libertarians resent the state 
exercising authority over a person’s 
body, particularly its private 
parts.  Fifth, it is deemed barbaric, 

because it was done brutally in 
other cultures, often without 
cause.  Sixth, it is highly politically 
incorrect, and in conflict with the 
accepted moral standards of the day. 
   Chemical castration involves 
prescribing drugs that temporarily 
suppress sexual impulses.. 
It is done in some states. 
It could be required for outpatients, 
but the drugs are likely to be highly 
unpopular with those required to take 
them.  One would have to create a 
methadone-type distribution system 
to make certain that the medication 
is actually consumed. If the patient 
refused or failed to comply, he 
would be returned to a facility where 
the drugs would be less necessary. 
   Still, when a child is raped and 
murdered by a released convict 
who has previously committed sex 
crimes, people cannot help thinking 
that the tragedy could have been 
prevented if the assailant were still 
in confinement.   They may also 
wonder how many innocents would 
have been spared from death or 
permanent trauma, if the rapist had 
lost the physical desire or capacity to 
commit the crime.  How to measure 
competing values in cases like these.  

Sharia may not always be madness. 
   The roll call on the bill was 
interesting, because both houses 
divided in an unusual manner.  All 
the Republicans and a substantial 
majority of Democrats supported 
the bill,, while representatives 
of minority communities and 
Manhattan ‘progressives” opposed 
it.  The legislation passed the 
Senate 51-8, and the Assembly 
103-19.  An anomaly in the vote 
is that Assemblyman Jose Rivera, 
the Bronx Democratic leader, voted 
“No,” while Assemblywoman 
Naomi Rivera, his daughter, voted 
“Yes.”  This demonstrates either 
the daughter’s independence or 
an adept straddle on the issue.  
   Here are the legislators who voted 
“No” on the roll call, first in the 
Senate and then in the Assembly:. 
Senate, votes against: 
Eric Adams (Bk); Tom Duane 
(Man); Ruth Hassell-Thompson 
(Bx); Shirley Huntley (Qns);  
Velmanette Montgomery  (Bk); 
Kevin Parker, (Bk); Bill Perkins, 
(Man); Eric Schneiderman, (Man).  
Assembly, votes against:  
Michael Benedetto (Bx);William 
Boyland (Bk); Barbara Clark 

(Qns); Jeffrey Dinowitz (Bx); 
Herman Farrell (Man); David Gantt 
(Monroe); Deborah Glick (Man); 
Carl Heastie (Bx); Vito Lopez (Bk); 
Joan Millman (Bk); Catherine Nolan 
(Qns); Daniel O’Donnell (Man); 
Felix Ortiz (Bk); Crystal Peoples 
(Erie); Adam Clayton Powell Jr. 
(Man); Jose Rivera (Bx); Annette 
Robinson (Bk); Linda Rosenthal 
(Man); Keith Wright (Man). 
   Will the bill succeed in 
its purpose?  We may never 
know.  One can measure the 
number of years people are held 
in civil confinement, which should 
be less punitive than prison, but we 
cannot calculate the number of sex 
crimes not committed because the 
predators were behind bars.

Henry J. Stern is president of New 
York Civic (www.NYCivic.org) and 

a blogger on public issues.  
He was New York City’s Parks 
Commissioner for fifteen years 

under Mayors Koch and Giuliani. 

He can be reached by e-mail @ 
starquest@nycivic.org
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By Joe Klock, Sr.
 
   A whimsical description of 
life might confirm the old gag 
that young people typically look 
forward, middle-aged people 
start looking backward and old 
people mostly look like hell. 
   If you live long enough, you’ll 
eventually find yourself nodding 
in agreement with the adage that 
old age ain’t for sissies, but neither 
is it without benefits of which 
our young might be deprived. 
   Although I’m in no great hurry 
to visit the boneyard to find out 
whether Peter got robbed and 
Paul got paid, my vital statistics 
reveal that I have thus far blown 
out 3,235 birthday candles. 
  Aside: Journalistic integrity 
compels me to identify that 
statement as an exaggeration. For 
the first couple of years, I needed 
help with the huffing and more 
recently the actual candle count 
has been reduced to a symbolic 
few in order to avoid setting off 
smoke alarms. I am, however, 
a certifiable object of antiquity. 
   Many of my contemporaries 
(becoming fewer in number 
as time tumbles by) invest a 
lot of their dwindling days in 
wishing that they were younger. 
   I am not, though, among them and 
do not imminently plan to join their 
ranks, so long as my health problems 
remain manageable, my inventory 
of marbles doesn’t shrink and the 
staircases don’t get much steeper. 
   Since I no longer choose to relate 
to that alter kocker whose drooping 
face I shave every morning, I have 
made peace with the physical 
deterioration, deferred maintenance 
and functional obsolescence 
(holdover terms from my active 
years in real estate) that comes 
with the territory of geezerdom.  
   Thus, with only an occasional 
twinge of regret, I can sing along 
with reruns of “Gigi” as Maurice 
Chevalier croons, ex parte, “How 

I’m (Sorta-Kinda) Glad I’m Not 
Young Anymore

lovely to sit here in the shade, with 
none of the woes of man and maid. 
The Fountain of Youth is dull as paint; 
Methuselah is my patron saint; I’ve 
never been so comfortable before. 
I’m glad I’m not young anymore.” 
   Mind you, if I could cherry-pick 
and relive on demand only the good 
moments of the past, I’d unplug 
the TV, hole up with Firstwife, 
uncork some good wine and fill 
every spare hour with joyous 
reruns too numerous to list here. 
   I would not, though, want to revisit 
such forgettable things as castor oil, 
acne, World War II, financial crises, 
clinical depression, deaths (almost 
always of the wrong people), 
disappointments, disillusionments, 
disabilities, betrayals (the cruelest 
cuts) and some of the less 
attractive aspects of parenthood. 
   Even more scary, in the event of 
my miraculous rebirth, would be 
starting life anew under the clouds 
that hang on the current horizon. 
   I can’t for example, envision 
repeating the good fortune of starting 
with nothing and ending up with 
thirty-two immediate descendants 
and a comfortable retirement 
life without money worries. 
   Under present economic conditions 
and social norms, such a destination 
is rarely in the cards of reality 
and is only distantly in the dream 
worlds of our beloved boomers 
and their equally beloved begats. 

   While we had to fend off the slings 
and arrows of outrageous fortune 
indigenous to our generation, 
most of the past years were before 
the genius of personkind enabled 
it to destroy the entire world, 
either with a sudden barrage of 
apocalyptical weaponry or, over 
a longer period of irresponsible 
behavior, with a systematic 
destruction of our environment. 
   My most recent column, 
which likened modern life to the 
proverbial prowling of bulls in its 
china shop, drew an unprecedented 
response from the hundreds of “kith 
and kin” who receive these weekly 
rants before they appear in print.  
   These laments were an outpouring 
of pessimism, outrage, disgust, 
cynicism, helplessness and fear 
about the present and future of 
our nation and our world beyond 
anything I might have imagined. 
   Almost universally, people are 
sick to death of the hypocrisy, greed, 
cronyism and mismanagement of 
our political leadership and the 
erosion of public morality, family 
life and fiscal responsibility, among 
other scourges of modernity. 
   There is a wide and sobering 
belief that “things” are spinning 
out of control, with too many 
people either unaware or 
uncaring abut the consequences. 
   The good news is that there is 
enough anger and angst within 
the smoldering volcano of public 
opinion to promise an eruption 
of action against the evils and 
evildoers who can - and will, 
if unchecked - make youth a 
poor second choice to old age. 
   I would, in balance, rather be 
envying our youngsters more and 
pitying them less.
 
Freelance wordworker Joe Klock, 

Sr. (joeklock@aol.com) is a 
winter Floridian who summers 
in New Hampshire. More of his 

“Klockwork,” is at 
www.joeklock.com.

By Jason Gooljar
 
   A few years ago I came to learn 
of a website that was focused on 
the City of Yonkers. Some people 
absolutely loved the site and visited 
it regularly. Some of the comments 
I heard from people at the time was 
that it was not real news. Not real 
news you say? Does “real news” 
necessarily have to come from 
established mainstream media 
outlets? This site also would delve 
into issues concerning Westchester 
County and the entire state itself. 
Eventually the noise this site made 
got it banned from Yonkers City 
Hall. Clearly this “unreal news site” 
was making news and reporting 
local news more effectively than 
its mainstream competition. The 
significance of this could be seen 
when the mainstream NY Times 
did an article on this local news 
website and its proprietor. Hezi, 
the local citizen-journalist behind 
Yonkers Tribune (http://www.
YonkersTribune.Typepad.com) had 
clearly built momentum. His was 
a grassroots people-powered effort 
at news and we need more of it to 
engage, inform, and activate the 
citizenry. Also driving the site was 
its open anonymous commenting 
structure. Some disliked this and 
wanted moderation. Agree with it 
or not, you have to acknowledge 
that this provoked discussion and 
participation on a city-wide scale. 
This is but one example of the 
future of civic involvement and 
activism that will combine the use 
of online tools and offline action.  
   In the book Momentum by Allison 
H. Fine at the end there is a brief 
case study about a grassroots group 
called Free Schuylkill Park (http://
www.freetheriverpark.org/ ) that 

Taking the Online Movement Offline

was successful in getting a railroad 
to create a crossing to go from the 
neighborhood to the park that is 
bi-cut by a railroad track. How did 
they do this? They used software 
that many of us are already familiar 
with, but what Fine refers to as 
social software. They were basically 
a grassroots group of citizens mind 
you. First they used a website called 
Citizen Speak to create a petition 
and got tons of people to sign it. 
Then they signed up with a blog 
hosting service called Typepad and 
started a blog about their efforts. 
Finally, they signed up with a firm 
called Constituent Mail to send mass 
emails to people. They eventually 
mobilized a ton of people and 
were successful using simple tools.  
   Locally, here in my town there’s 
a similar movement I’ve just 
learned about which I find sort of 
interesting. A bunch of people on 
my street of East Hartsdale are 
upset with my town’s parking laws. 
So someone started a website called 
Fix Hartsdale Parking (http://www.
fixhartsdaleparking.com). They 
are using open-source software 
for their website and blog. They 
started a petition with the website 

Petition Spot and already have 
eighty signatures which is not bad 
for a small effort like this. Their 
goal is to put pressure on my 
town board in Greenburgh, NY 
to change the winter overnight 
parking ban on East Hartsdale. 
   As more people that sign the 
petition, the more there is a chance 
to build momentum. What they can 
do next is after you get people to 
sign the petition online, is to then get 
them to call, email, and snail mail 
the town council. Then you organize 
a bunch of people to go and speak 
at the town board meetings every 
time. The larger the group speaking 
at the town board meetings the 
better. I suggested that they knock 
the buildings on my block and put 
a flyer with a link to their website 
on the doors asking that people 
sign the online petition as well. 
   There is so many places you can 
go with online organizing. They 
could put up videos of the parking 
injustices on the video sharing 
viewing site Youtube! They could 
“tag” photos of East Hartsdale 
parking issues on the photo sharing 
site Flickr. They can organize mini 
protests on the street through their 
website or on other event organizing 
sites. They can even reach out to 
other local blogs and websites. It’s 
going to be really interesting to see 
what local grassroots efforts can 
spring up using online organizing 
open-source tools. Angry that 
Yonkers public schools are 
underfunded? Let the Internet help 
you organize en masse!

Visit Jason Gooljar, at
http://www.jasongooljar.com 
the progressive liberal on a 

crusade!online.

and unions; who all believe they 
will somehow benefit from direct 
mayoral control and the political 
process that it involves.
   Superintendent Pierorazio cannot 
point to anything in the last two 
years that may be considered 
accomplished. Education is 
falling further and further 
behind as City Hall’s 
concerns are deflected toward 
election year issues, and 
Superintendent Pierorazio’s 
every move is dictated by 
City Hall.
   The insinuation of City 
Hall’s encroaching political 
agenda rests upon its newly-
revised, onward going hiring 
processes to hire management 
people through the “appli-cassin 
club” protocol. These records need 
review; positions are being filled 
by “club” members, friends, or 
associates, at 1 Larkin Center and 
beyond. All chiefs, no workers! The 
building, construction, and vendor 
route is in full swing. Big projects, 
but can little things get fixed?
   Where’s the input and public 
discussion on the “big ticket” 
items, like the new high school. 

Has every PTA board member been 
compromised? Yonkers Federation 
of Teachers (YFT)  is almost back 
in “charge” of the schools, as in 
days of Joe Farmer. If Amicone was 
not holding up the YFT contact, he 
would probably be “sainted” by 
them. But the word is to keep hands 

off the YFT. The translation being 
that in most buildings the union 
controls the educational process at 
the expense of the building leaders / 
principals. It seems that many long 
time and experienced administrators 
are ready to say, “Goodbye,” this 
June.
   Pierorazio has such a “thin” 
management team that structured 
duress has set in; only awaiting 
the eventual collapse. Perhaps 

Pierorazio should “pluck” one of 
the new and many non-educational 
hires for Deputy Superintendent. 
Heaven knows he needs one. 
   Apparently President Dunne 
continues to quietly work as an 
active participant in the “I have no 
conflict of interest” administrator 

training sessions; not 
only as BoE President, 
but also as an instructor 
at Manhattan College. 
President Dunne advocates 
for teachers / students to 
take administrative courses 
from Manhattan College 
and then brings those very 
same classes right to 1 
Larkin Center where she 
allegedly “teaches” through 
BoE personnel, right in the 
same building, and brought 

in from throughout the district as 
“volunteers.” How convenient is 
that? Is it true that her supervisor 
has also attended these training 
exercises? We know it to be true.  
And you mean to say there are no 
questions of ethics here? 
   Out of sight – out of mind! How 
to “use” the Board of Education 
for your own personal advantage 
under the guise of better leadership 
through City Hall!

Yonkers Board of Education: 
Out of Sight – Out of Mind
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By Bob Weir
   Two years ago, an innocent child 
went to sleep in her bed as she had 
done every night for the short nine-
year span of her life. She had no 
reason to believe that she was in 
any danger. Her father went to sleep 
that night feeling that his daughter 
was safe in her room. But, like 
something out of a horror movie, 
a creature was slithering around 
outside, waiting for an opportunity 
to pounce on the little girl. 
Somehow, the creature managed 
to get inside that room and snatch 
9-year-old Jessica Lunsford from 
her bed. He carried her to a nearby 
trailer where he had been living, 
then raped her, tied her up, buried 
her in trash bags and left her to 
die. Last week, jurors in a Miami 
courtroom found John Couey, 47, 
guilty of first degree murder, rape, 
kidnapping and burglary. The jury 
will now consider the death penalty. 
But, what is there to consider? If this 
isn’t a case for the death penalty, 
there is no case that would qualify. 
   We’re going to hear that 
he’s mentally retarded and 
psychologically unfit to know 
right from wrong. This will be an 
attempt to save his life and allow 
him to keep breathing as a guest 
of the state until he dies in a cell. 
He didn’t consider how Jessica was 
going to breathe when he stuffed 
her in a plastic bag and buried her 
alive. He bound her little hands 
with speaker wire before shoving 
her into a shallow grave. When 
police dug up her body in Couey’s 
yard, two of her fingers were 
poking through the garbage bags. 
Only a cold-blooded monster could 
commit such an inhuman act. As for 

Keep Monsters Away from Our Children

him not knowing right from wrong; 
he knew enough to try to conceal 
what he did. Couey has an extensive 
criminal record that includes 24 
arrests for burglary, carrying a 
concealed weapon without a permit 
and indecent exposure. In 1991, he 
was arrested in Kissimmee, Fla. on 
a charge of fondling a child under 
age 16. During a house burglary 
in 1978, Couey was accused of 
grabbing a girl in her bedroom, 
placing his hand over her mouth and 
kissing her. Couey was sentenced to 
10 years in prison but was paroled 
in 1980.
   Imagine; this cretin was arrested 
2 dozen times for serious crimes 
that we know about. That doesn’t 
include any number of other crimes 
that we’ll never know about. 
The “justice system” had more 
than enough chances to lock this 
animal away for good before he 
murdered someone. Once again, 
the system waited until the murder 
took place, instead of recognizing 
the obvious threat and removing it 
from civilized society. How many 
times does a person have to be 
arrested before we realize that he 
is a menace to society? Well, the 
system that is entrusted with the 
safety of its citizens had at least 24 
opportunities to save Jessica’s life. 
It failed miserably! And there are 
many more monsters like Couey 
who have given society plenty 
of clues about their future plans. 
Yet, they are continually put back 

on the street until they work their 
way up to murder. Once a child’s 
life is snuffed out there’s no way to 
compensate for it. Taking Couey’s 
life won’t bring back Jessica, but 
it may send a signal that monsters 
will be destroyed. Many states, 
including, just recently, Texas, 
have passed Jessica’s Law, which 
provides some strict mandatory 
sentences for child molesters and 
the death penalty for a second 
sexually violent offense against a 
child under 14.   
   However, the best way to 
protect our children is to identify 
the monsters before they strike. 
Last week, Texas Rep. Tan Parker 
introduced House Bill 2656 to 
ensure more accessible identification 
of registered sex offenders.  His 
initiative would require that all 
registered sex offenders carry an 
identifying emblem on their driver’s 
license. Under Parker’s legislation, 
registered sex offenders would 
have the letters “RSO” printed in 
bold black print on the upper left 
hand corner of their issued forms 
of identification, an idea that seeks 
to end instances where registered 
sex offenders successfully conceal 
their backgrounds and end up 
working closely with children. 
“This week the Texas House of 
Representatives addressed child 
predator prosecution with the 
passage of Jessica’s law,” Parker 
stated.  “Now its time to look at 
the prevention side of the equation 
by better identifying registered sex 
offenders.” Way to go, Rep. Parker! 

Do I hear an Amen? 

Bob Weir is a contributing 

columnist  BobWeir777@aol.com. 
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exploration, found them in a crevice 
in one of the chambers in a multi-
layered package, a leather purse 
inside sacking tied with twisted 
ropes. The last of the documents 
was dated 132 C.E., the year the 
Bar Kokhba revolt began.  They 
were published initially in The 
Documents from the Bar Kokhba 
Period in the Cave of Letters 
by Naphtali Lewis as part of the 
Judaean Desert Series. 
   Photos highlight the dramatic 
ruins as well as detail interior cave 
views in Petra, once a town in which 
many ethnic groups lived together 
harmoniously.     Part of an affluent 
Jewish society, Babatha’s story 
unfolds as that of a young woman, 

Babatha’s Story

twice widowed, who struggles to 
maintain extensive fig orchards 
and a young son in a period in 
which women were relegated to a 
subservient role and polygamy was 
routine.
   She describes her relationship 
with her husbands and her second 
husband’s other wife as well as her 
continuing struggles with the courts 
over her son’s and her inheritance. 
Eventually, the Jews revolted 
against the Roman oppressors 
and she had to flee with her son 
to Judaea where she hoped to join 
Bar Kokhba’s resistance group. 
Not able to reach Bar Kokhba, she 
sought refuge in the Cave of Nahal 
Hever to “wait for better times.”               

   “This was obviously not a feminist 
era,” said Gladys Goldstein, 
chairman of the Cultural Center. 
“However, while we commiserate 
with Babatha, we can revel in the 
dramatic photos of Petra, now a 
major tourist destination.”
The Israel Exploration Society 
together with The Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem and The 
Shrine of the Book were publishers 
of the manuscript.
   The Goldstein Cultural Center is 
open week-days from 10:00 a.m. 
to 4:00 p.m. and 9:00 to 12:00 on 
Saturdays. The Temple office can be 
reached at (914) 235-1800. Temple 
Israel of New Rochelle is located at 
1000 Pinebrook Blvd.
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added to the local economy from 
films made there - a win-win deal 
all around. So don’t be surprised, 
as you tour Louisiana, if you 
come across one of your favorite 
Hollywood stars casually lounging 
on a park bench, taking a break 
from the action. 
   I recently traveled the state 
from Shreveport in Northern 
Louisiana to Natchitoches and on 
to the state capitol, Baton Rouge. 
One of the many surprises on this 
journey: these cities are filled with 
culture, history, and fun activities 
for the whole family.  They are 
good vacation choices for any one 
wanting to experience fine art, visit 
well-preserved plantations, bop 
into a casino – if  so inclined, relax 
in one of the many beautiful state 
parks and enjoy great food.  Oh yes, 
the food.  No trip to Louisiana would 
be complete without sampling 
traditional dishes: red beans and 
rice, Jambalaya, shrimp Creole, 
gumbo, and crawfish etouffee. Yes! 
Something else you may not know: 
Elvis made his very first professional 
singing appearance at the Municipal 
Auditorium in Shreveport and 
on October 16 of this year, the 
Auditorium will celebrate the 50th 
Anniversary of his appearance, as a 
member of the Louisiana Hayride. 
As a tribute, a statue of Elvis, guitar 
in hand, stands front and center as 
you approach the site. 

   The Municipal Auditorium is 
a must-see.  It was completed in 
1929, embodies intricate art deco 
design, and is equal in square 
footage to 6 football fields.  Take a 
tour of their Museum to learn of its 
rich musical heritage.  Memorabilia 
from the famous that have appeared 
on its vast stage, from Johnny Cash, 
Faron Young, Kris Kristofferson to 
Eleanor 
Roosevelt brings a haunting 
nostalgia to the experience.  One 
can almost hear Hank Williams 
calling “Hey Good Lookin’” down 
the long corridors. 
   In Shreveport, the Fairfield Place 
Bed & Breakfast offers comfortable 
lodging.  The property is made up 
of two adjoining homes built circa 
1870 with over an acre of gardens 
and patios.  A highlight of this 
B&B is the Breakfast! Your host, 
Mark Faser, makes a memorable 
breakfast – fresh baked muffins, 
croissants, baked apple French 
toast, and caramelized bacon are 
just a few of his specialties. 
Before leaving Shreveport, pay a 
visit to the Logan Mansion.  This 
home was built in 1897, and is 
one of the finest remaining Queen 
Anne Victorian houses in the city.  
The owner, Vicki LeBrun, will give 
you a tour and has a few stories 
of supernatural encounters in the 
house to add to her description of 
Shreveport life and culture in the 
early 1900s. 
   If you have a sweet tooth, stop 
in The Chocolate Crocodile for one 
of their huge chocolate/caramel-
covered apples.  It may just last you 
all day. 
Municipal Auditorium, 705 Elvis 
Presley Ave, Shreveport, Tel: 318-
220-9434, www.stageofstars.com
Fairfield Place Bed & Breakfast, 
2221 Fairfield Ave, Shreveport, Tel: 

318-222-0048,
 www.fairfieldbandb.com
Logan Mansion Home Tour, 725 
Austin Place, Shreveport, Tel: 318-
459-2285, E
: Ibillyvicki@bellsouth.net
The Chocolate Crocodile, 460 
Boardwalk Blvd, Bossier City (part 

of Shreveport), Tel: 318-742-3316  
   An hour’s drive from Shreveport 
lies the city of Natchitoches 

(pronounced NAK-a-tish), a 
National Historic Landmark 
District.  It is the oldest permanent 
settlement of the Louisiana 
Purchase Territory.   More than 
70 communities associated with 
Louisiana Creole culture are 
found in this area.  In case you’re 
wondering – Creoles are known as 
a people of mixed French, African, 
Spanish and Native American 
ancestry.  This culture began as an 
offspring of the Old World and the 
New when this country was still 
being colonized.  Creoles have 
lived their lives being somewhat 
misunderstood, misrepresented and 
misinterpreted.  Rejected by both 
black and white society, Creoles 
had a strong bond with one another, 
were self-sufficient and had to 
create their own world and culture.  
And this wonderful world is still 
there, waiting for you to come and 
experience. 
   Here you will find the Cane River 
National Heritage area known 
for its historic plantations, Creole 
architecture and a multi-cultural 
legacy.  This 116,000 acre national 
heritage area includes the National 
Park, three State Parks, seven 
historic landmarks, and several 
plantations, all of which are open to 
the public. 
   For an authentic Creole experience, 
plan to lunch at The Creole Rose in 
Natchez, a 15 minute drive from 
Natchitoches.  You’ll be greeted 
by the owner/chef, Janet, who 
makes a mean meat pie, a delicious 
jambalaya and a to- die- for bread 
pudding with wine sauce.  She is 
also a font of Creole legends and 
history.  Just get her started! 
Fifty years ago, a servant at Melrose 
Plantation took a brush and some 
discarded paints and tried her hand 
at painting.  What she referred 
to as “making a picture” began 
the career of Clementine Hunter, 
who ultimately gained worldwide 
acclaim as one of the finest painters 
of folk art.  She is frequently 
referred to as the “Black Grandma 
Moses”.  Her work- colorful panels 
telling the story of plantation life 
at Melrose, is installed at African 
House, a building on the plantation.  
Clementine Hunter documented 
vibrant memories of the past: cotton-
picking, harvesting, fish fries, card 
playing and dancing.  The paintings 
are vivid and joyous and establish 
her as a most remarkable woman of 
the 20th Century.   

   Melrose, itself, is a unique 
plantation, established by the 
Metoyers, a family of gens de 
couleur libre (free people of color).  
A short 15 minute ride from the 
center of Natchitoches, it is well 
worth a visit. 
Cane River National Historical 
Park, Laura Gates, Tel: 318 352 

0383 
Natchitoches Convention & Visitors 
Bureau, Iris Harper, Tel:-800-259-
1714; 318-352-8072, 
www.historicnatchitoches.com 
Creole Rose Restaurant, 3798 
Highway 119, Natchez, Tel: 318-
357-0384 (reservations required) 
Melrose Plantation, 3533 Highway 
119, Melrose, Tel: 318-379-0055 
   Baton Rouge, the state capitol, is a 
three hour drive south.  There you’ll 
find the Louisiana State Museum.  
If you like Mardi Gras and Rhythm 
and Blues, you will connect with this 
museum.  Step into exhibits that are 
so alive and vibrant, you’ll swear 
you’re standing on the parade route 
at Mardi Gras, begging the floats 
to throw beads.  Surround yourself 
with the sounds and memorabilia 
of Fats Domino, Buddy Guy and 
Aaron Neville and be carried away.  
Of course, if you’re into Louisiana 
history, industry and culture, you’ll 
find plenty of that, as well. 
On to Vacherie, an hour from Baton 
Rouge, and discover two plantations 
vastly different from one another, 
and both replete with fascinating 
histories. 
   Laura Plantation, an historic 
sugar plantation, was built in 1805.  
Named by Lonely Planet Travel as 
the “Best History Tour in the U.S.,” 
your one hour tour is given by 
Norman Marmillion who is integral 
to making this visit come alive and 
a lot of fun. 

   If your idea of a Southern 
plantation is rolling lawns, 
sweeping live oaks, tall white pillars 
fronting an antebellum mansion, 
you’ll find all this and more at Oak 
Alley Plantation. Located on the 
Mississippi River, Oak Alley has 
been called “The Grande Dame of 
the Great River Road.”  The setting 
is spectacular: you approach the 
mansion through a quarter mile of 
impressive 300 year-old live oak 
trees.  Really good news:  Oak 
Alley Plantation is also a Bed & 
Breakfast.  Several century-old 
plantation cottages are located on 
the grounds, and it’s guaranteed 
that your respite will be quiet and 
peaceful.  A nice touch: each cottage 
has a full kitchen and dining room.  
Oak Alley has a restaurant on-site 
serving delicious home-cooked 
Louisiana specialties.  
   You may want to continue your 
tour of Louisiana by ending in 
New Orleans, an hour’s drive from 
Vacherie.  The tourist areas of that 
city are pretty much back to pre-
Katrina days.  The restaurants are 
still divine, the cultural offerings 
still top-notch, and they, like all 
of Louisiana, want you to know 
they’re Open for Business and 
ready to welcome you.  So, come 
on down, y’all! 
Louisiana State Museum, 660 4th 
Street, Tel: 225-342-5414, 
http://lsm.crt.state.la.us/br.htm 
Laura Plantation, 2247 Highway 
18, Vacherie, Tel: 888-799-7690 
Oak Alley Plantation, 3645 
Highway 18, Vacherie, Tel: 225-
265-2151

Barbara Sloane is a contributing 
travel columnist for the 

Westchester Times Tribune.

Lights, Camera, Louisiana!
from pg. 2

Nor’easter Dampens Saint Patrick’s Day Celebration

Main Street, Tarrytown, New York
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Save over 
$299 a year.

FiOS Internet
and unlimited calling.

Call your friend 
about which movie 

to watch and 
download it before 

you hang up. 

Yup. It’s that fast.

Movie downloads can take forever. But now with Verizon FiOS Internet, they don’t have to. Powered by 
fi ber optics, you can count on FiOS to deliver the fastest Internet speeds available. 

Go ahead. Stream video. Play games. Or check out your favorite blog. It’s easy with our supercharged 
20/5 Mbps package. And now when you add unlimited calling, you can save over $299 a year. 
Plus, Home Voice Mail, Caller ID and Call Waiting are included. You’ll also get a wireless router and 
professional installation at no extra cost. So why wait? Get up to speed with fi ber optics today.

Verizon FiOS. TV. Internet. Phone. From the most advanced fi ber-optic network straight to your home.

1-866-700-8365   verizonfi os.com/double

Verizon reminds you to always download legally.
Limited-time promotional offer expires 4/24/07. $64.99 per month bundle price point is available for fi rst 12 months only and requires purchase of FiOS Internet 20/5 Mbps service and Verizon Freedom EssentialsSM service. Customer must be new to Verizon FiOS Internet or upgrading service. $19.99 activation fee will apply to each FiOS Internet order. Annual commitment required. Beginning month 
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FiOS Internet 20 Mbps/5 Mbps service and $39.99 a month for Freedom Essentials if purchased individually.
Verizon FiOS Internet is provided by Verizon Online and is not available in all areas. Service availability subject to fi nal confi rmation by Verizon. Verizon installation required. Free installation includes main computer only (there will be an extra charge for all additional computers). Acceptance of Verizon Online Terms of Service is required.  Minimum system requirements apply. Equipment provided will be new 
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Software for MSN® Premium versions of Verizon FiOS is not Macintosh compatible. Connection speeds are between your location and the Verizon central offi ce serving your location. Actual download and upload speeds will vary based on numerous factors, such as the condition of wiring at your location, computer confi guration, Internet and network congestion, and the speed of Web site servers 
you access, among other factors. Speed and uninterrupted use of the service are not guaranteed. Current Verizon Online DSL customers who move to FiOS Internet will have their Verizon Online DSL permanently disabled after their FiOS conversion. Applicable taxes apply. Offer subject to change without notice. Verizon Freedom Essentials: With subscription to Verizon Freedom Essentials, you 
must retain Verizon as your local provider and Verizon Long Distance as your long distance provider. Verizon Freedom Essentials plan includes domestic direct-dialed calls only. Billing name and address must be the same on all Verizon accounts for charges to be on one bill. Customers must be authorized to make changes to all accounts. Universal Service Fee, taxes and other charges apply. Tariffs 
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Ready,
“Radio achieves its 

highest calling when it 

resembles a platform, a 

forum for the expression 

of many different 

viewpoints …” 
-A.J. Parkinson 

                 

WHITNEY RADIO 

(914) 636-1460 

New Rochelle, the Baeza’s will 
achieve their dream of first-time 
home ownership when they move 
to an affordable town house in 
the west end, made possible by 
a commitment from the City and 
the Neighborhood Revitalization 
Corporation.  There they will lay 
down roots that strengthen all of 
New Rochelle for a generation to 
come.  When Angel learned that his 
family would succeed in purchasing 
a home, he said “this is a gift from 
heaven” – what more heartfelt way 
to express joy for his family and 
their future.  And, by the way, what 
a generous compliment for those 
of us in City government, who are 
more accustomed to being linked 
not with heaven, but with a place 
little further to the south.  To the 
Baeza’s, we share your happiness, 
and we know that you will give back 
much more than you’ve received. 
   Stomu Miyazaki, would 
you please stand.  Stomu is an 
architectural designer and artist 
whose exceptional talent has 
been internationally acclaimed.  
Last year, he won a competition, 
sponsored by the City and led 
by Council Member Marianne 
Sussman, for installation of new 
public art at our transit center.  
   The result is “Tapestry of New 
Rochelle,” a series of curved steel 
panel silhouettes that enliven the 
North Avenue streetscape, celebrate 
New Rochelle’s diversity, and serve 
as a precursor for additional works of 
public art throughout our downtown, 
a humanizing complement to the 
towers that form our skyline.  This 
year, in our community of New 
Rochelle, thousands of travelers 
and commuters will find their daily 

experience enriched by the presence 
of art and culture.  And, for that, 
Stomu, we thank you. 
   Please meet Jennifer Acocella.  
Jennifer is a charming and lively 
sixth grader at Albert Leonard 
and a member of the chorus at 
Holy Family Church.  She is here 
with her parents, Suzanne and 
Richard.  [Suzanne and Richard 
could you please stand.]  And let 
me also introduce to you Donna 
and Bob Young, who’ve been 
leaders in the world of business and 
development.  Because Jennifer 
was born with cerebral palsy, her 
mobility is limited and she uses a 
wheelchair, which has restricted her 
interactions with friends.  This year, 
in our community of New Rochelle, 
Jennifer will enjoy our new, fully-
accessible park, Jack’s Friendship 
Garden, a gift from the Youngs in 
memory of their infant son Jack.  
And there Jennifer will play side 
by side with dozens of boys and 
girls, some with disabilities, others 
without, together, all barriers 
stripped away, simply as children 
in the bright morning of their lives.  
And if you can see the smile on 
Jennifer’s face right now, you know 
how much that means.  My thanks 
to each of you. 
   Say hello to Donna Weissman 
and Sonny Hagendorf.  Donna and 
Sonny are active in public education 
and many other civic causes, but 
that’s not why they’re here.  They’re 
here because not a week goes by 
that I don’t see one or both of them 
jogging along Pinebrook Boulevard.  
I try to put down my jelly donut 
long enough to wave.  This year, in 
our community of New Rochelle, 
Donna and Sonny, along with 
countless other runners, hikers, and 

walkers, will be able to experience 
the beauty of our city in a new way, 
along a fifteen-mile trail system, the 
Colonial Greenway, that will link 
our parks and ensure that our green 
spaces are more accessible and 
cherished than ever before.  Donna 
and Sonny, thank you for being here 
– and for inspiring me, fleetingly, to 
think about fitness. 
   Lastly, I want you to meet Bob 
Kaessinger, Sean Salazar, and 
Marla Marcus.  Bob, as many of you 
know, is the owner of the Curtain 
Shop, a beloved institution on Main 
Street, which recently completed a 
dramatic restoration of its historic 
façade, in one stroke unveiling 
the exceptional architecture still 
present in our downtown.  Sean 
and Marla own the Gallery Café 
on Lawton Street, in its short life, 
known already for its gourmet 
food and stylish sensibility, and 
representative of New Rochelle’s 
burgeoning restaurant scene.  
Two sides of the same coin – an 
established institution flowering 
into new life and creative 
entrepreneurs, daring to risk.  Both 
essential to our future.  This year, in 
our community of New Rochelle, a 
long-time resident or a new arrival 
will stroll down a Main Street 
transformed by the Curtain Shop’s 
arched brickwork, or gaze out the 
window of the Gallery Cafe at the 
new construction rising into the air, 
and marvel, with fresh hope, at the 
changing face and resurgent spirit 
of our downtown.  These successful 
businesses are gift enough to 
our community.  But the gift of 
confidence and pride is greater still.  
Let’s together thank Bob and Sean 
and Marla for believing in New 
Rochelle. 

A Generation of Progress
The State of the City Address - Part 1

   And can I ask for a round of 
applause for all of our guests. 
   These individuals represent 
hundreds or thousands just like 
them.  They remind us that New 
Rochelle is not simply a place where 
we live.  New Rochelle is who we 
are, disparate in experience and 
faith, in tradition and circumstance, 
yet bound together by a common 
future that we ourselves build.   
   And we have made a good 
beginning. 
   Twelve months ago, I had the 
honor and privilege of addressing 
you for the first time as mayor.  I 
came with a long and ambitious list 
of goals, so ambitious that some 
questioned their realism – and so 
long that some fell asleep by the 
end of the speech.  
   Today, I am proud to report that 
the lion’s share of our immediate 
goals have been met head-on and 
achieved.  From the Traffic Calming 
Program that improves safety in 
our neighborhoods to the more 
robust Municipal Arts Commission 
that safeguards the aesthetics of 
our public spaces, from the new 
Emergency Notification System 
that enhances our crisis response 
capabilities to the Bicycle-Friendly 
Program with more than thirty 
miles of designated roads, from 
the Heritage Initiative to celebrate 
and preserve our history to the 
Free Wireless District that places 
our downtown at the cutting edge 
of technological progress, from 
dozens of volunteer opportunities 
accessible now from our City 
website to a forty percent cut in 
the residential refuse fee that puts 
money back in the pockets of our 
taxpayers.  From investments in 
the health of our major commercial 

schools and parks.  
   The agreement announced last 
week would also create a state Office 
of Sex Offender Management, 
increase prison terms for some sex 
crimes, and provide mandatory 

and traffic arteries to a two billion 
dollar transformation of our central 
business district. 
   Our community has achieved so 
much in so little time, justifying the 
faith and optimism of those willing 
to labor for and believe in a better 
future.  And, as if to confirm this 
judgment, we received this very 
week, one more piece of great 
news: that Moody’s has upgraded 
New Rochelle’s bond rating to a 
prestigious AA, the first time this 
has happened in sixty-nine years.  
After waiting so long and struggling 
so hard to reverse a decline that 
seemed once unstoppable, New 
Rochelle is surging forward at a 
pace unprecedented in its modern 
history. 
   For all of these reasons, because 
of the contributions of countless 
citizens who have given generously 
of their time and wisdom to causes 
large and small, because of the 
leadership of every member of the 
City Council, all of whom advocate 
strongly and effectively for their 
constituents while working together 
in a spirit of teamwork and common 
purpose for our community as a 
whole, because of the legacy of our 
former Mayor who led us with vigor 
and foresight through a pivotal and 
transformational era, because of 
the dedication of our city manager 
and staff, whose professionalism 
and integrity give us confidence 
in the workings of government.  
And because of our employees, 
from those at DPW and Parks & 
Rec whose immensely difficult 
and too-often unsung labors keep 
our city clean and whole, to those 
in our Fire Department who 
answer thousands of calls every 
year with a commitment to duty 

and sacrifice from which we draw 
constant inspiration, to those in the 
PD who can point with pride to a 
relationship of mutual respect and 
engagement with all parts of our 
city, and to a crime rate among the 
lowest in America.   
For all of these reasons, and for 
many more, we say beyond any 
doubt and with absolute confidence, 
that the state of our city is strong. 
   Now, I could conclude on that 
note.  And, if I did so, some of you 
might choose to cheer in grateful 
relief.  But we know that much more 
is expected of us than praise of past 
deeds, and we must never confuse 
confidence with complacency, 
especially when so much of our 
city has not yet been touched by its 
renaissance.    
Indeed, success enlarges our 
responsibilities.  And this is 
the heart of my message.  If 
our challenge in years past has 
been to reverse a decline, then 
our challenge now is both more 
uplifting and more complex: it 
is to manage growth wisely: so 
it lends cultural and economic 
vitality to our city’s core, so its 
impacts are limited and controlled 
in our city’s neighborhoods, so it 
enhances the health and beauty of 
our environment, and so its benefits 
are fully linked to the lives of all of 
our citizens. 
   This moment of possibility permits 
us – and requires us – to envision 
our city as it can and should be, and 
to chart a course with a long view 
aimed at a generation of progress. 
In this spirit, allow me please to 
suggest our priorities.

Read Part 2 in our March 29th 
edition.
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treatment for sex offenders both 
during incarcerated and after their 
release.  Funding for new treatment 
programs, as well as a secure mental 
health facility for civilly confined 
sex offenders, is already included in 
Gov. Spitzer’s executive budget. 

   In Klein’s opinion, “This agreement 
offers a comprehensive approach 
to protecting our communities, 
while expanding supervision of sex 
offenders and ensuring that they get 
the services they need.” 

Klein Applauds Civil 
Confinement Agreement

Praises Gov. Spitzer for Progress After Years of Delay
from pg. 1

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- In June, 
2006, County Executive Andy 
Spano issued an executive order 
stating that same-sex marriages 
lawfully entered into outside of  
New York State will be recognized 
by Westchester County government 
in the same manner as opposite-sex 
marriages. On Monday, March 12, 
2007, his right to issue this order 
was upheld by a state Supreme 
Court justice. 
   “Executive Order No. 3 is a valid 
exercise of the county executive’s 
power, not an illegal act and does 
not violate the state Constitution or 
the Municipal Home Rule Law,” 
Justice Joan Lefkowitz said in 
an opinion issued Monday. She 
dismissed a lawsuit brought by 
three people who objected to the 
executive order. 
The executive order applies to 
county departments, agencies and 
commissions.  
   Even though New York State 
currently does not allow same-
sex marriages, the State Attorney 
General issued an opinion in 2004 
that said that New York law requires 
the recognition of valid marriages 

entered into outside the state if 
these marriages were lawfully 
entered into in other jurisdictions. 
In the aftermath of that decision, 
a number of local governments 
acted to recognize these out-of-
state same-sex marriages, among 
them New York City, Nyack, 
Buffalo, Ithaca and Rochester. In 
addition, the state Comptroller’s 
Office also recognized same-sex 
marriages from outside the state for 
the purposes of the state retirement 
system.  
   Westchester has had a Domestic 
Partner Registry, where same-sex 
couples (as well as unmarried, 
heterosexual couples) have been 
able to register. While couples 
registered with the Domestic Partner 
Registry are not guaranteed access 
to benefits available to married 
couples, such as health insurance, 
the registry makes it easier for those 
willing governments and employers 
to dispense such benefits fairly.
   The county and state governments 
are among those governments that 
have extended health insurance 
benefits to the domestic partners of 
their employees.

County Wins Lawsuit 
Over Executive Order 

Recognizing Legal Same 
Sex Marriages

578 Nepperhan Ave, Yonkers, NY

Up to 16’ Ceiling Heights24/7 Acccess
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ALBANY, NY -- State Senator 
Stewart-Cousins criticized Senate 
Republicans for approving $3.3 
Billion in new tax cuts, $1 Billion 
in increased spending, leaving 
$500 Million in tax loopholes 
open, and rejecting the Governor’s 
healthcare budget proposals. 
Just moments before approving 
these unsustainable increases, the 
Republican majority unanimously 
opposed Governor Spitzer’s 
initiatives to restructure our 
broken healthcare system in order 
to move to a more cost-effective 
model of prevention, primary, and 
community-based care.
   “The Republican increases throw 
money at a broken system without 
enacting restructuring to alleviate 
the financial burden that the State 
has placed on local government to 
cover ballooning Medicaid costs. 
These local communities, saddled 
with Medicaid costs, must often 
increase property taxes in order to 
meet their healthcare obligations,” 
notes the press notice.
   “They are trying to pretend that 
they are not increasing the budget, 
but the numbers don’t lie, they do,” 
Stewart-Cousins stated. “There is 
no logic in their spending and if you 

Senator Stewart-Cousins Critical of Senate 
Republicans’ Approval of Nearly $5 Billion in Tax 
Cuts While Opposing Healthcare Restructuring

follow the numbers you will find 
there is no logic in their arguments. 
There is also no plan for how we 
will account for $4.5-billion in 
new spending and lost revenue, and 
there is no initiative to re-evaluate 
how we are currently spending the 
taxpayer’s money. That is the very 
definition of fiscal irresponsibility.”
   “Joe Bruno has turned his caucus 
into the borrow-and-spend caucus,” 
she said.
In opposing the Governor’s initial 
healthcare budget, Majority Leader 
Joe Bruno ignored procedural 
protocol and brought the Governor’s 
bill to a vote before the bill had 
made its way through bi-partisan 
conference committees, the step 
in which initiatives are debated 
and amended before a full vote of 
the Senate. Instead of proposing 
amendment or an alternate budget 
proposal altogether, the Republicans 
proposed a resolution that was 
devoid of specifics and provided 
no blueprint that would keep the 
budget process moving forward.
   The Governor’s proposals recognize 
that New York’s healthcare delivery 
system is not organized in a way 
that meets the primary care needs 
of New Yorkers. His proposals are 
structured around a multi-year plan 
to comprehensively make New York 
the healthiest state in the nation.
   Among the instrumental 
initiatives in the Governor’s 

Healthy Living package:
• Expanding eligibility for Child 
Health Plus; 
• Targeting public health campaigns 
to address the prevention and 
treatment of cancer, diabetes, 
obesity, asthma, stroke and heart 
disease and depression. 
   “As is, our system is fatally flawed 
in concept and implementation. We 
have spent decades focusing on 
helping those who are sick, without 
enacting programs that would 
reduce sickness in the first place. 
This costs us money and lives. 
Emergency rooms are filled to the 
brim with patients. One approach 
is to build bigger emergency rooms 
while another is to shift course so 
that fewer people end up needing 
emergency rooms. The latter just 
makes sense,” Stewart-Cousins 
said.
   The Centers for Disease Control 
(CDC) has found that half of all 
deaths are linked to unhealthy 
behavior and unsafe environment, 
conditions which the Governor’s 
proposals begin to address.
   “The problems in our healthcare 
delivery system have long been 
known. The Senate Republicans 
could have taken action to fix 
them. But they didn’t. They left 
that responsibility for someone 
else, just as future generations will 
be stuck footing the bill for their 
spending increases. It seems a bit 

disingenuous for them to stand 
on the floor of the Senate and say 
‘yes the system needs to be fixed’ 
and then turn around and vote 
against the first serious proposals 
that would begin to fix it,” Stewart-
Cousins said.
She then pointed out the glaring 
hypocrisy of Senate Republicans 
in casting themselves as the party 
whom patients and families trust on 
healthcare related issues.
   “These are the same folks 
who have passed endless bills 
reducing coverage in private and 
public health plans, and who have 
repeatedly wanted to cut Child and 
Family Health Plus because there 
were too many poor kids signing 
up,” Stewart-Cousins said.
   “Millions of New Yorkers are in 
crisis mode because they have to 
choose between healthcare, rent, 
or food. There are a lot of kinks to 
work through, but the Governor’s 
proposals at least put us on the 
right track. Continuing with the 
status quo will not move us toward 
a better system in which all New 
Yorkers have access to healthcare, 
and where HMO’s and insurance 
companies don’t continue to pocket 
billions of dollars in profits without 
providing adequate services,” 
Stewart-Cousins concluded.

Government • Law • Politics
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A MessAge

FroM

The Yonkers

FederATion oF

TeAchers

Pat Puleo, President

What makes a school system excellent?

In his State of the State address, Governor Spitzer spoke about a  
vision for education: “We will aspire not to mere competence or mere  

sufficiency but to excellence for every student in the state.”

Excellence means:

• Highly Qualified Teachers. Yonkers is proud to say that 99% of our teachers  
 are  rated highly qualified by NCLB (No Child Left Behind) standards.  

• Employing Certified Teaching Assistants. 

• Early Intervention Programs.  Preschool and early intervention programs  
 allow a reduction in spending on developmental handicaps and delinquency  
 in later years.  We must make sure that every child in Yonkers is offered  
 quality early intervention programs.

• Smaller Classes. Numerous studies have proven that smaller class sizes  
 improve academic achievement. We must stop overcrowding in the Yonkers  
 Public Schools.

• Student Support Services. All schools should have guidance counselors,  
 psychologists, social workers, librarians and security personnel in numbers  
 appropriate to meet the needs of our students. 

Our children deserve a stable environment.  
Not one child should be left behind.  End the annual budget crisis.

willing to embrace his or her destiny.  
    When a budding career with the 
New York Yankees was sidelined 
by injury in his first season, young 
Tommy Vitale drifted into the 
family business -- the mob. Years 
later, a twist of fate gave him a 
second chance at the life he loved; 
this time as coach of a small, 
struggling, Catholic high school 
that hadn’t won a championship in 
any sport for 25 years.
To the amazement of everyone at 
the school and in the community, 
Vitale led his teams to city and 
state championships in baseball 
and basketball over his four years 
as coach. But as his teams began 
winning titles, Tommy faced a 
tough choice between his love for 
teaching kids who grew up like he 
did in tough city neighborhoods 
and his other occupation. The thrill 
of coaching kids each afternoon 
and watching as they overcame 
obstacles to succeed was separating 
him from his “career” as a mobster.

Seasons in Sanctuary
from pg. 1

   What would Tommy do when 
faced with the choice between the 
new life he loved and the old life 
that would inevitably lead to failure, 
jail or even worse?
   How could he get away from “the 
family” without being killed?
   How could he keep his school 
family from knowing about his 
other life?
   “Seasons in Sanctuary” is 
a first-person recollection of 
Tommy Vitale’s four “Seasons in 
Sanctuary” at Redemption High 
School in the New York City suburb 
of Yonkers, N.Y. His triumphs as a 
coach, counselor and “life” teacher 
to adolescent young men, and the 
resulting conflicts in his personal 
and “professional” lives, lead to 
life-changing redemption for the 
man.
   The facts in the book are fiction 
but are based on a compilation of 
characters – people places and 
events – covered by the author over 
a 20-year career as a journalist in the 

New York and New Jersey area.
The author began his career in 
journalism in 1989 as a part-time 
sports writer with the Standard Star 
in New Rochelle. He then spent 
seven years as the Regional Sports 
Editor for the Yonkers Herald 
Statesman and Mount Vernon 
Daily Argus where he covered high 
school, college and professional 
sports, including the New York 
professional teams. He has hosted 
cable television and radio sports 
programs in Yonkers and Vineland, 
New Jersey, where he was editor 
of the Vineland and Millville Daily 
journal for two years.

 
Lopriore is been a frequent speaker 

at community, civic, church 
and other local groups and a 

motivational speaker at schools 
and for youth organizations. He 

lives in Hastings-on-Hudson with 
his Dianne wife and children.

Buffalo Rochester Syracuse New York City Yonkers

Executive Proposal 

2006-07 Base Year Aid $382,990,570 $292,319,569 $188,689,551 $5,063,400,651 $158,225,258
2007-08 Foundation Aid $406,966,486 $319,458,065 $204,361,973 $5,533,029,430 $162,972,015
Dollar Change $23,975,916 $27,138,496 $15,672,422 $469,628,779 $4,746,757
Percent Change 6.26% 9.28% 8.31% 9.27% 3.00%
Suppl Edl Improvement Plan $0 $0 $0 $0 $8,500,000

*The Assembly Majority Accepted the Executive's Foundation Aid Proposal 

 YONKERS, NY -- Assemblyman 
Mike Spano (R, I, C - Yonkers) 
has fought for record funding for 
Yonkers’ schools throughout his 
tenure in the Assembly.  This week, 
he stood up for Yonkers schools by 
voting against the budget proposed 
by the Assembly Majority which 
only gives Yonkers schools a 3 
percent increase, while other “Big 
5” school districts are receiving 
funding increases of up to 10 
percent. 
   “Our kids and our schools deserve 
more than that.  With skyrocketing 
property taxes, Yonkers has the 
highest cost of living in the state.  
Our schools have the largest 
English as a Second Language 
needs outside of New York City and 
over 70 percent of Yonkers school 
children are living at or below the 
state poverty level,” said Spano.  
“Albany lawmakers are not taking 
into consideration these facts, 
resulting in budget proposals that 
continue to shortchange our city 
time and time again.”  

Assemblyman Spano Asserts Yonkers 
Kids Not Getting their Fair Share 

of Education Aid
Criticizes Both Executive and Assembly Proposals 

on New Aid Distribution
   The Assembly adopted the 
Governor’s proposed Foundation 
Aid formula, under which Yonkers 
is receiving the lowest funding 
increase of the “Big 5” (Yonkers, 
New York City, Syracuse, 
Rochester, and Buffalo).  Syracuse, 
a city of similar size and needs, is 
receiving almost $16 million in 
addition funding – that is over 8 
percent increase.  Additionally, 
Yonkers schools are projecting a 
$10 million shortfall in their budget 
and teachers are working without 
signed contracts. 
   Spano was joined by many of 
the other Westchester County 
representatives in voting against this 
formula, stating, “I am pleased that 
most of my Westchester colleagues 
have joined me in not supporting a 
budget that does not give any real 
increases for our schools, while 
other cities are seeing increases 
of almost five times more.  I will 
not support any budget proposals 
that continue to shortchange our 
children.”  

Spano’s solution to the problem 
is multifaceted.  He has proposed 
amending the budget process to 
eliminate the arbitrary state cap on 
Yonkers’ share of Video Lottery 
Terminal funding, providing 
Yonkers schools with an additional 
$1.2 million.  Additionally, he has 
joined with the Yonkers Board of 
Education to support returning 
Yonkers to the New York City/
Long Island funding region from 
the Upstate funding region.  The 
Yonkers Board of Education 
predicts that this move would 
restore another $3.5 million to 
Yonkers schools. 
   “Yonkers and other communities in 
Westchester are considered ‘upstate’ 
by Albany lawmakers – with the 
huge cost of living and high needs 
of our schools, it is clearly unjust to 
lump our county into a school aid 
formula that doesn’t provide for 
our student.  It is irresponsible,” 
concluded Spano. 

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- Westchester 
County Clerk Timothy C. Idoni has 
been notified by the U.S. Department 
of State’s Passport Services Office 
that routine passport processing 
which had taken four to six weeks 
in the past, is now taking ten weeks.  
Even the expedited application 
process, which had guaranteed 
delivery in two weeks, has been 
extended to four to six weeks.  The 
increase in processing time follows 
new requirements put into effect 
in January which mandate that all 
air travelers possess a passport to 
travel into the United States.
   In light of these processing delays, 
County Clerk Idoni is urging 
Westchester residents to renew or 
obtain a United States passport 
now to avoid any inconvenience 
when traveling.  “We recognize 
that national efforts to provide for 
safe and secure air travel may cause 
inconvenience to travelers without 
United States passports,” Idoni 
stated.  “And so we encourage 
residents to let our knowledgeable 
staff help them apply for a passport 
as soon as possible.  Routine 
passport applications only take a 
few minutes and our staff is expert 
at assisting with more complex 
cases.”
   The Office of the Westchester 
County Clerk, which serves as 
an agent for the United States 
Department of State, processes U.S. 
passport applications in their office 
located at 110 Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Blvd. in White Plains 
between the hours of 8:00 a.m. 
and 5:45 p.m., Monday through 
Friday, excluding legal holidays.  
In addition, passport applications 

County Clerk Idoni Urges 
Residents to Apply  
for Passports Now

are processed by the County 
Clerk’s community outreach 
staff throughout the county.  
Please review the Mobile Office 
calendar on our website, www.
westchesterclerk.com, to see where 
our community outreach staff will 
appear in the coming weeks.
   Passport applicants must 
provide proof of identity, proof of 
citizenship and passport photos.  
Children must be present when 
their passport is being applied for.  
Specific requirements are outlined 
on the Westchester County Clerk’s 
website at www.westchesterclerk.
com or can be obtained by calling 
the office at 995-3086 weekdays 
between 8 a.m. and 5:45 p.m. The 
fee for an adult passport (age 16 
and over) is $97.00 and the fee 
for a child’s passport (from birth 
to age 15) is $82.00. If a passport 
is needed in fewer than ten weeks, 
an expedite fee of $60.00 per 
application can be paid in order to 
decrease the processing time to four 
to six weeks.

By Hezi Aris

MAMARONECK, NY -
- Westchester County Board 
Legislator Majority Whip José 
Alvarado, in attempting to assist 
Village of Mamaroneck Police 
Department personnel, among other 
agencies throughout Westchester 
County, incorporated the help of 
media to beseech any and all people 
who may have information leading 
to bringing the remains of a deceased 
woman’s torso to the family that 
must be unaware of her tragedy. The 
woman’s torso, found in a suitcase 
along a Long Island Sound beach in 
the Village of Mamaroneck, is said 
to be that of a Hispanic woman, 
5’4” to 5’6” tall, 35 to 50 years of 
age, and weighing between 160 to 
200 pounds. A green stem and leaf, 
with two red cherries are prominent 
features upon the torso. 
   Outreach efforts throughout 
Westchester County have yet to 
successfully make enough people 
aware of the horror of the crime 
and the pain and sadness the loss 
of her life will affect her family 
and friends. In an effort to solve 
the mystery, Mamaroneck Police 
Department recognized learned that 
less than 20 percent of the Hispanic 
community approached was aware 
of the incident. 
   To saturate awareness of this 
incident to a greater population, 
Mamaroneck PD’s Lt. Gaffney 

Majority Whip Alvarado 
Delivers Empathic 

Message of Concern in 
Solving Mystery of Torso 
Found in Mamaroneck

reached out for Mr. Alvarado 
assistance. To that end, Mr. 
Alvarado asked Spanish language 
media to make mention of the crime. 
Unfortunately, Telemundo Channel 
47 and Univision Channel 41, who 
both are said to have agreed to attend, 
did not. Mr. Alvarado thanked 
Cable News 12 Westchester, CBS-
880 Radio, WCBS-TV, Larchmont-
Mamaroneck TV, The Journal 
News, RNN-TV, Yonkers Tribune, 
WABC-TV, and Westchester Times 
Tribune for their attendance. 
“The Spanish media needs to get 
involved, por favor,” said County 
Legislator Alvarado. “We need to 
deliver this woman’s body to her 
loved one so that they may have 
closure.”
   “While there may be some 
reluctance within the Hispanic 
community to share information 
with the police department and 
other law enforcement agencies, 
perhaps they will be less reluctant 
to share information with the press,” 
concluded Mr. Alvarado.
   Anyone with information about 
this case is asked to call the Village 
of Mamaroneck Police Department 
at 914-777-7780, ask for Detective 
David Castarella or Detective 
Sergeant Robert Holland with 
the Detective Bureau at 914-777-
7743, or contact Hezi Aris, editor 
of Westchester Times Tribune at 
914-378-1433, ext. 235, or 914-
384-2767.

By Jack 8. Kirby

   Ya mon, there’s nothing like 
homegrown. I speak of tomatoes, 
cucumbers and the like, of course. 
But there was that friend’s dad in 
High School with six foot plants 
in his Brooklyn apartment, but 
let’s not stray from the path….. 
   Nothing breaks the gloom and 
forsaken dank of a cold March like 
seeing seedlings sprouting. They 
have no doubt that summer is coming 
even when your rational mind gives 
way to an uneasy suspicion that 
winter will linger without end. 
   Homegrown crops are far superior 
to what you can get at even the best 
farmers markets in Westchester (and 
the Community Markets are very 
good). And, yes, homegrown takes 
the store bought stuff by its scruffy 
limp neck and shakes it out all across 
town. So don’t buy veg in the stores 
after June and before Thanksgiving, 
it’s just not right. But why better 
than the farmers market you ask? 
   First, variety – there is no limit 
to the obscure deliciousness you 
can grow in your own backyard. As 
previously reported, the Seed Savers 
exchange lists 1,518 different types 
of tomatoes available for growing 
(and that does not include the 
inferior hybrids such as Big Boy 
and its ilk). Have you ever eaten 
a Sudduth’s Strain Brandywine 
tomato? Do. Because these fist-
sized pink fruits have a sweet tomato 
flavor that deepens as you indulge 
in the meaty flesh. An unctuousness 
that is incomparable. It’s the “ugly 
ripes” from the super market times 
twelve. Sudduth, by the way, is 

The WesFoodies: Eating 
in the Burbs

Homegrown

the family that kept this variety 
in existence for over one hundred 
years. They may be old, they may be 
odd shaped, but the eating is good!  
   Second freshness – even if 
you get the crop that was just 
picked by the farmers there 
still is not the same moment of 
perfection that can be achieved on 
a micro-scale in your own yard. 
   Third, sweat of the brow: if you 
work for it you’re just going to enjoy 
it more. Think of your kids. Almost. 
But growing a plant from seed (or 
seedling), watching it mature, 
flower and ultimately bear fruit 
makes one enjoy the produce more. 
   So git out there and grow some. 
If you can’t or don’t want to 
try growing from seed a terrific 
source for great heirloom variety 
seedlings (from tomatoes to leeks 
to melons) is Silver Heights farm in 
Jeffersonville – they have a stand at 
the Union Square Farmers Market 
in NYC. Here are some great places 
to get seeds for the most green 
thumbed readers and those who 
aspire to be such:
 
Seed Savers
(http://www.seedsavers.org/)
Seeds of Change
(http://www.seedsofchange.com/)
Baker’s Creek
(http://www.rareseeds.com/ )

Jack 8. Kirby is editor of 
http://www.wesfoodie.com The 

WesFoodie’s Eating in the Burbs 
Website, and a writer living in 

Larchmont, NY.  



MARCH 22, 2007

www.YonkersBusinessWeek.com
PAGE 8 WESTCHESTER TIMES TRIBUNE

Yonkers
BusinessWeek

P a r t n e r i n g  F o r  S u c c e s s

April 30th - May 4th
Don’t Miss This Event!

YONKERSBUSINESSWEEK.COM

Diamond Platinum

Pinnacle

SFC
STRUEVER FIDELCO CAPPELLI

comprehensive.

urban.

visionary.

Pinnacle
S P O N S O R S

- Mayor Phil Amicone

City of Yonkers Office of Economic Development [914] 377.6797
Yonkers Business Week Program is not sponsored by or affi liated with Businessweek Magazine, a publication of the McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc.


