
WESTCHESTER TIMES TRIBUNE
March 30, 2007VoluMe 2 • NuMber 30

BRIEFING Your World; Our Beat™ • www.WestchesterTimesTribune.Typepad.com

Like Klockwork 
Page 2

Jason Gooljar
Page 3

AUTOMOTIVE
Pg. 5

BUSINESS
Pgs. 1, 3 

COMMUNITY
Pg. 1

EPIPHANY PARK
Pg. 2

GOVERNMENT
Pg. 4

JASON 
GOOLJAR

Pg. 2

THE
HEZITORIAL

Pg. 1

LAW
Pg. 3

LIKE 
KLOCKWORK

Pg. 3

NEW YORK
CIVIC

Pg. 1

OP-ED
Pgs. 1, 2, 3

WEIR 
ONLY HUMAN

Pg. 2

50 cents

Advertise 
in
the

Westchester
Times Tribune.

e-mail inquiries to:
WTTads@gmail.com

or call:
914-378-1433 

Ext. 235

Weir Only Human
Page 2

see Fund Raiser Pg. 3

see Thou Shalt Not Kill pg. 3

Image courtesy of Joan Jennings / Yonkers D/W BID

The Hezitorial

By Hezi Aris

   The astute readers 
of Westchester Times 
Tribune’s online 
consort Yonkers 
Tribune advised 
under anonymity 
that under the aegis 
of Westchester 
County Executive 
Andy Spano, a 
cadre of “high-
powered” New 
York City lawyers 
had met in secret on the 8th floor 
of the Michaelian Building last 
week. Deliberation with legal 
counsel was conducted before a 
select hierarchy of County Board 
of Legislator Democrats. Their 
task was to ascertain, and thereafter 
reach consensus upon how to best 
proceed after having learned once 
again, that the legal mechanisms 
engaged for oversight of the WCMC 
were defective. It seems WCMC 
had allegedly hired its own legal 
counsel; the rationale for which 
still remains cloaked. The cost of 
that hiring of legal counsel is said 
by sources to range in future costs 
of between $3 to $5 million, which 
in time will become an additional 
financial burden upon the WCBoL, 
one of the main sources of funding 
for WCMC.
   At issue is how to best maintain 
financial oversight of WCMC 

Westchester County 
Medical Center Imposes 

Continued Financial 
Burden Upon County 
Board of Legislators

see Hezitorial pg. 2

without retarding its 
medical expertise 
or diminishing 
its delivery of 
medical services. 
The mechanisms of 
oversight, invested 
almost exclusively 
upon the accounting 
firm of KPMG, 
has allegedly 
been proven to be 
deficient. The closed 
session deliberations 
are to ascertain if 

WCBoL may find legal remedy in 
the courts should they sue KPMG.
   The closed-door meetings have 
been conducted only among an 
esoteric few, excluding County 
Board Legislator aides from being 
privy to the seriousness of the 
issues discussed.
   In the process of verifying the 
“tip,” attempts to deflect our focus 
and tenacity intensified. County 
Board Legislators who attended the 
said meetings, feigned ignorance 
of their having taken place, instead 
pouncing into a vehement diatribe 
of the ill conceived use of the word 
“crisis,” used in the initially telling 
of this situation. And that was only 
after having contrived to not even 
return our request for a response 
and the meeting of our 3:00 p.m. 
deadline.

Top: Shavees- Captain Nicky Chiarella (6 year old – Montessori 27), 
Yonkers Police Det. Joe Rasulo, P.O. Frank Fernandez, P.O. Tim 

Kusick, Det. Mike Mueller, Det. Mike Cassino, P.O. John Daugherty 
and son, P.O. Mark Wissner. Joining the team were John Sepa Sr. and 

Sean Olson. 
Lower Left: Two boys get heads shaved.

Lower right: Green Eggs & Mayhem  band members AJ Chiarella, 
John Sepa (shavee), and Ed Polo, all of Yonkers Middle H.S.

New York Civic

By Henry J. Stern

    The indictment of three police 
officers in the aftermath of the Sean 
Bell shooting, the tragedy that 
occurred on November 25, 2006, 
has gratified some people and 
troubled others.   The issue in the 
case involves the instant decisions 
police officers must make, on the 
basis of imperfect knowledge, of 
what other people are likely to do in 
the next few seconds. 
   The background to these decisions 
is the heroism and sacrifice of other 
police officers, including auxiliaries, 
who have been killed or wounded 
while protecting New Yorkers’ 
lives.  The cases of mistaken police 
shootings, and the criminal trial of 
police officers that follow, as in the 
Amadou Diallo case, may also be in 
the officers’ minds during the 
seconds they have to decide how to 
a c t . 
   Here are four articles we have 
selected; one from each newspaper, 
as the most informative on the Bell 
case.  They range from reportage to 
news analysis to editorials.  You 
can link to them and learn more 
about the situation.  
   INDICTED OFFICERS LIKELY 
TO SEEK OUT-OF-CITY TRIAL, 
The Sun, Mar 20, p1,c5-6. by 
Bradley Hope.  “Defense attorneys 
... likely will attempt to have their 
clients’ trial moved out of the city 
on the basis that potential jurors in 
Queens have been exposed to biased 
accounts of what happened that 
night and community demands for a 
conviction, legal experts said.”  
CRIMINALIZING TRAGEDY.  
Post, Mar 20, p30 Editorial: “Bell 
and his pals were celebrating his 
upcoming wedding at the Kalua 

Thou Shalt Not Kill a Man Unless Thou 
Knowest Well He Wouldst Kill Thee

Cabaret, a skeevy strip joint known 
for drugs, prostitution and guns.  
The cops were there gathering 
evidence in an effort to shut the 
dump down. 
   “When Bell and his buddies left, 
chaos erupted.  Bell rammed his car 
into a police van and clipped Isnora, 
who was the first to fire his weapon.  
   “The fact is, sometimes police 
officers must fire their guns.  And 
when that happens, the consequences 
can be tragic. 
   “But criminalizing tragic outcomes 
deserves only to embolden criminals 
and to hamstring the police. 
   “And to propel New York City 
back toward the abyss.”  
AFTER BELL, CRITICS WANT 
MAYOR TO BROADEN FOCUS 
ON POLICE, Times, Mar 21, B1, 
News Analysis by Diane Cardwell  
“In the months since the police 
shooting that left Sean Bell dead 
and his friends wounded outside a 
nightclub in Queens, Mayor 
Michael R. Bloomberg has kept up 
the measured, inclusionary tone 
that he struck from the beginning.” 
A TRAGEDY,NOT A MURDER  
Without Evidence, It’s Utterly 

Irresponsible to Say Cops Set Out 
to Slay Sean Bell. News, Mar 21, 
p29, by Michael Goodwin. “A 
madman walks into a pizza joint 
and shoots a man behind the counter 
at point-blank range.  He runs into 
the Greenwich Village street and 
guns down two unarmed auxiliary 
cops, pumping six bullets into one, 
execution-style.  That is murder. 
   “Five brave police officers 
working in plainclothes in a Queens 
bar notorious for drugs and 
prostitution believe one of the men 
they’re watching has a gun.  The 
officers, later thinking the man and 
his companions are trying to run 
them over with a car, all fire their 
guns.  The hail of 50 bullets leaves 
one unarmed man dead, and two 
wounded. That is a horrible 
t r a g e d y . ” 
   The slow and contentious 
procedure of criminal law is an 
imperfect way to determine 
responsibility and the degree of 
fault in this kind of situation.  It 
appears that some police officers 
made errors in the Bell case; 
otherwise you would not have three 
people shot, one fatally, with none 
carrying a weapon. The fifty shots 
fired give the police conduct the air 
of over-reaction, just as the 41 
bullets fired at Amadou Diallo on 
February 4, 1999, had a strong 
impact on public opinion, leading 
many to the conclusion that the 
police had not acted properly.  The 
Bronx County District Attorney 
indicted the police officers on 
March 25 for second-degree murder.  
The the trial was moved by the 
Appellate Division to Albany 
County, and the four officers were 
acquitted by the jury in February 

NEW YORK, NY -- 
   The St. Baldrick’s Foundation, 
held an event in Central Park to 
raise funds for pediatric cancer 
patients. Despite the drenching 
rain, Team Green Eggs & Mayhem, 
with community support raised a 
total of $4,270! The Green Eggs & 
Mayhem band played while dozens 
of people got their heads shaved 
for the cause. Many of the children 
from Ronald McDonald House did 
the shaving.
   Dylan Hurtung, a boy from 
Australia, was honored during 
the event. He and Nicky Chiarella 
became fast friends. Many families 
in need of support met members of 
St. Baldrick’s Foundation. It was an 
emotional evening with too many 
of the honorees already “angels.”

Heads Shaved for Pediatric Cancer Patients

DOBSS FERRY, NY --  Respect 
for  the individuality and dignity 
of each resident  was the common 
thread  among  dozens of practical 
dementia care techniques learned 
by St. Cabrini Nursing Home 
(SCNH)  staff at a day-long seminar 
led by the nationally recognized 
Avila Institute of Gerontology. 
   The tried and true approaches 
shared by Avila’s Sr. Peter 

St. Cabrini Dementia 
Care Seminar

Lillian DiMaria, O.Carm., 
Director, and Carol Stathis, RN, 
MS, encompassed  all areas of 
care, from feeding, bathing, and 
sleeping,  to communications and 
caregiver stress. The interactive 
presentation, to be repeated for 
additional staff next month, is part 
of the Home’s many educational 

SOMERS, NY -- The Somers 
Chamber of Commerce recently 
named lifelong Somers resident 
Corinne Stanton-Procopis 
president.   Her one-year term runs 
through March/2008.   Procopis, 
a media consultant, has been 
active in the Chamber for several 
years and is involved in numerous 
organizations in the community.  

Somers 
Chamber 
Appoints 
Procopis

TARRYTOWN, NY -- Datacap 
Inc., the leading provider of flexible 
capture and forms processing 
software solutions, today 
announced its third annual Cycle 
Faster program to raise funds and 
awareness for the Lance Armstrong 

Fund Raiser to Benefit Lance 
Armstrong Foundation and Horace 

Mann School for the Deaf and  
Hard of Hearing

Foundation and the Horace Mann 
School for the Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing. Since its inception in 
2005, Cycle Faster has contributed 
more than $30,000. The goal this 

see Somers Pg. 3seeSt. Cabrini Pg. 3

Hands-On Care Learning - Taking part in an interactive exercise at the 
St. Cabrini Nursing Home Dementia Care program, are from left, Ann 
Rawling, CNA, Unit Clerk Jayatri Dutta, Rona Lyn Malote, RN, and 

graduate nurse Annie Rose Guerrero.

Mayor Phil Amicone Addresses 
Yonkers Chamber of Commerce 

YONKERS, NY -- Yonkers 
Mayor Phil Amicone addressed the 
Yonkers Chamber of Commerce 
at a recent networking breakfast 
sponsored by St. Joseph’s Medi-
cal Center in which he spoke of 
Yonkers “vision” coming into the 
realm of reality. Mayor Amicone 
highlighted the burgeoning devel-
opment activities seen along the 
Hudson River waterfront acreage 
as the new reality imprinted onto 
the landscape. The opening of 

Peter Kelly’s restaurant situated on 
the upper level of the Yonkers Pier 
is coming to completion, causing 
gourmands to salivate in anticipa-
tion of the April grand opening.  
The prospect of moving ahead with 
the SFC project whose impact is 
worth over $3 billion is also immi-
nent. Mayor Amicone’s presenta-
tion was one in which he showed 
great comfort in expressing and 
sharing with those in attendance.
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Like Klockwork

We were next assaulted by having 
to peruse a financial dissertation 
of the health of the WCMC and 
its upgrade by a bonding firm 
which was never in question nor 
relevant to the question before the 
WCMC and the WCBoL and the 
Westchester County Executive 
Spano. That question is how to 
disengage the WCBoL from being 
accountable to any, and likely every 
financial entanglement conducted 

Westchester County Medical Center Imposes Continued Financial 
Burden Upon County Board of Legislators

The Hezitorial

by the WCMC when it does not 
receive the prior approval of the 
WCBoL? 
   For the life of me, I have yet 
to understand the “sacred cow” 
designation leveled upon the 
WCMC. Throughout its history, 
it has allegedly maintained the 
delivery of excellent medical care, 
while extracting costs that have 
sunk it and Westchester County into 
the fiscal boondoggle in which it 
consistently maintains itself, despite 

the assistance and intervention of 
funding by Albany and Westchester 
County alike. In addition to its 
historical fiscal crises, we have been 
told of the “miracles” performed 
every daily at Westchester Medical, 
yet it not being reported. My 
response then, as it is now, is that 
the inference is faulty. WCMC is no 
better at performing miracles every 
day; no more so than St. John’s 
Riverside Hospital, St. Joseph’s 
Medical Center, Lawrence Hospital, 

White Plains Medical, Sound Shore 
Medical, among others that don’t 
more readily come to mind. The 
temerity of believing that only 
WCMC perform “miracles” daily is 
their arrogance, as is their disregard 
for the Westchester County taxpayer 
who will soon be handed another 
bill to pull the WCMC out of 
another mess they will have gotten 
us into.

By Bob Weir                          
                               
   On Nov. 19, 2005, United States 
Marines killed 24 civilians in an 
Iraqi town called Haditha. The 
dead included men, women and 
children. This past December, 
four Marines were charged with 
murder. But was it murder? Let’s 
examine the events that led up to 
that terrible day. In a “60 Minutes” 
segment last week, correspondent 
Scott Pelley interviewed a 25 year-
old Marine Sergeant named Frank 
Wuterich, who, along with other 
members of his platoon, are facing 
life imprisonment, for doing what 
they were trained to do. Haditha is a 
town of 70,000, in Anbar province, 
the heart of the Sunni resistance, 
where, among the residents, anti-
American passions run high. In 
the months before Wuterich’s unit 
arrived, other Marines there were 
suffering some of the heaviest 
causalities in all of Iraq, including 
the bombing of an armored vehicle 
that killed 14 Marines. A few days 
before that, six Marines in Haditha 
were ambushed, tortured and killed. 
The enemy put it on the Internet 
where Wuterich and his men saw 

Calling it Murder is Absurd!
the bodies and the dog tags of 
their dead comrades.  
   One can’t begin to imagine what 
such visuals can do to a soldier 
in a war zone where he can’t be 
certain who the enemy is. That’s 
the dilemma that defines Iraq. 
In Haditha, the population is 
generally hostile to Americans, 
but only some are armed fighters. 
However, the fighters blend in, so 
you don’t know them unless they’re 
shooting at you. On that fateful 
day, Wuterich led a convoy to a 
checkpoint, escorting fresh Iraqi 
troops and bringing breakfast to 
the Marines there. It would appear 
to be a simple and safe mission. 
Yet, at all times, they know there is 
nothing safe in a war zone. Sergeant 
Wuterich was in the third of 4 trucks 
spaced a couple of hundred yards 
apart as they drove toward their 
destination.  
   The fourth truck never made it. 
Wuterich said he and his men felt a 
“huge explosion” that even rocked 
the truck he was in. Suddenly, they 
saw debris from the fourth vehicle 
hundreds of meters in the air above 
as tires and human body parts 
rained down on them. The vehicle 

had been devastated by a bomb 
buried under the road, detonated by 
remote control. The marine called 
for backup and began planning 
his next move. Up ahead, a white 
car was stopped by the side of the 
road. Five Iraqi men ranging in age 
from 19 to 29 were ordered out. 
“So my immediate thought is okay, 
maybe this was a car bomb. Okay, 
maybe these guys had something to 
do with this IED,” Wuterich said.   
    He said another sergeant yelled 
at the men to drop to the ground. 
Instead, the men began running 
away. That’s when they were fired 
upon. Wuterich and the others 
believed they were the men who 
detonated the IED that had just 
blown up the Humvee. “These 
were military-aged males that were 
inside that car. The only vehicle, 

the only thing that was out, that 
was Iraqi, was them. They were 
100 meters away from that IED. 
Those are the things that went 
through my mind before I pulled 
the trigger,” he said. “How much 
time has passed from the moment 
of the explosion to the time that 
you killed these men?” Pelley 
asked. “I would say within about 

two minutes,” Wuterich responded. 
The sergeant was asked what he saw 
when he went to his fallen Marines 
in the bombed Humvee. (Lance Cpl. 
Miguel Terrazas, 20, from El Paso, 
Texas, a beloved member of the unit, 
had been the driver.) “Basically, 
a pile of flesh, in essence. That 
may be a sight I’ll never forget. 
He was missing one of his arms. 
His legs were completely severed 
from his body, but they were still 
attached because for some reason 
his Cami’s didn’t rip completely.”   
    It was then that he and his men 
came under rifle fire, appearing to 
come from a nearby house. They 
tossed grenades into the house and 
killed the occupants, all of whom 
were later identified as civilians. 
Wuterich said that was how 
they were trained. Furthermore, 

these men had seen the results of 
hesitation under fire when many 
of their comrades were killed 
as they tried to clear suspected 
terrorist locations. Nevertheless, 
the country that put these men in 
that war zone, subjected them to 
unimaginable stress and fear as 
they, again and again, scooped up 
the bloody remains of their closest 
friends and lived under the constant 
threat of imminent death, is trying 
them for murder. Hence, a soldier’s 
options are to either hesitate and get 
killed, or protect his life and risk a 
court martial. As we used to say in 
the police department; better to be 
judged by 12 than carried by 6.  

Bob Weir is an accomplished 
writer having penned seven novels: 

“Murder in Black and White,” 
“City To Die For,” “Powers That 
Be,” “Ruthie’s Kids,” “Deadly To 
Love,” “Short Stories of Life and 
Death” and “Out of Sight.” Bob 

Weir is a contributing columnist to 
Yonkers Tribune and Westchester 

Times Tribune. . 
BobWeir777@aol.com.

By Joe Klock, Sr.

 
   One of the more prolific of my 
chuckle providers sent me a photo 
that, like a lot of good humor, included 
a valuable message about life. 
   It shows an elderly farmer driving 
down the road on a comparably 
elderly farm tractor with one  glaring 
handicap which obviously troubles 
him not at all, as evidenced by his 
broad smile and friendly wave. 
   You’ll have to picture this: The 
tractor has huge rear wheels, but 
only a single small one on the 
right front side - the other missing, 
for a reason both unknown and 
unimportant for our purposes here. 
   Without the support of that left 
front wheel, it doesn’t take an MIT 
PhD to conclude that neither the old 
Deere nor the dear old guy could 
be making headway, except for one 
other critical element in the scenario. 
   Perched atop the right rear fender, 
and leaning outward to provide a 
much-needed stability, is the farmer’s 
wife, also sporting a warm smile. 
   The caption reads, simply, “Proof 
that man needs a wife,” but the 

Savor the Best Years of Your Wife or Husband
unspoken message is quite profound. 
   As one who has seen a number 
of wheels come off over what 
will soon be 59 married years, 
I could immediately relate 
to the grinning geezer at the 
wheel of his beat-up old tractor. 
   Compensating for that serious 
imbalance was the smiling lady 
who, you could readily surmise, had 
provided stability for him many times 
during their connubial togetherness. 
   Such has been the blessing I have 
enjoyed over going-on six decades 
of navigating the highways and 
byways of earthdom with a loving 
and reliable partner at my side. 
   Assuming (which I can do 
with more than a modicum of 
confidence) that we don’t split the 
blanket in early April, Firstwife 
will continue to provide a balance 
for me that would otherwise 
be impossible to maintain.  
   We men, by our very nature, 
are incomplete creatures - clearly 
having something to do with that 
rib we gave up in the Garden of 
Eden. Left to our own deserts, 
not to mention six-packs and 
other unhealthy eating habits, we 

would have wrecked, the entire 
planet and surrendered it to the 
cockoaches long before weapons 
of mass destruction had even been 
conjured in scientific nightmares. 
   In the hit musical, “My Fair Lady,” 
Professor Henry Higgins angrily 
inquires, “Why can’t a woman be 
more like a man?” He finds the 
answer at the very end of the play, 
when the tractor of his comfortable 
life in bachelorhood nearly loses 
a critical wheel named Eliza. 
   It’s no more than a flippancy 
when someone my age says he 

can’t remember ever being single. 
In fact, one’s long-term memories 
sprout like the proverbial dragon’s 
teeth, while at the same time 
the same one loses his grasp 
on the location of his reading 
glasses and the names formerly 
attached to still-familiar faces. 
   I well remember being single, but 
can’t recall many benefits thereof that 
would have supported me through 
the fears, failures, and the other 
pitfalls and potholes so abundantly 
encountered in my subsequent past. 
   Neither would it have given me, 
without unutterably serious financial 
and social penalties,  eight wonderful 
kids who produced nineteen 
wonderful descendants of their own 
- who, in turn, have begotten five 
more, with yet another on the way. 
   Why should you care more 
than a rat’s ass about all this? 
   Because each of you readers climb 
aboard a tractor every day, and hit 
the road of life, either coping with or 
avoiding whatever traffic you meet. 
   Friends may ride with you for 
long or short stretches of time 
and they, along with others who 
can be borrowed or hired, may 

be available at times of need. 
   But the luckiest, happiest and, 
usually healthiest and longest-
lasting among us sons of Adam are 
the guys (yes, and the gals as well) 
who have a caring spouse ever 
ready to compensate for a missing 
wheel, a missed opportunity, or 
the unremissible flipping of a 
bird by the fickle finger of fate.  
   I’m telling you all this to encourage 
you loners to find someone of your 
own, to whom you can make a 
lasting commitment - one who 
doesn’t feel free to hop off the 
fender if there’s a road bump ahead. 
   It’s also a reminder to those 
who already have that someone 
- the writer included - that you’ll 
never be alone, so long as your 
fellow (or girl) traveler is aboard. 
   Just be sure to refuel that vehicle 
as needed!
 
Freelance wordworker Joe Klock, 

Sr. (joeklock@aol.com) is a 
winter Floridian who summers 
in New Hampshire. More of his 

“Klockwork,” is at
 www.joeklock.com.

By Jason Gooljar
   I’ve seen the new Jimmy Siegel 
ad for the Spitzer 2010 political 
committee and I must admit that this 
ad uses the Madison Avenue style 
to perfection. It has the kids singing 
in a choir in hospital gowns. I think 
this one is better than the “crybaby” 
ad. It appears that the healthcare 
budget debate will continue on for 

My Idea for the Next Healthcare Education Project Ad
quite some time. 
   I recently finished the book 
Dream by Stephen Duncombe; 
where he writes about the subject 
of a “spectacle.” The “spectacle,” 
when used correctly, will draw tons 
of people to a cause, candidate, 
product, or service. He writes 
about traditional protests and 
marches, versus the new efforts 

of groups like Billionaires for 
Bush, or the Zapatistas, in Mexico. 
Both these groups clearly have 
progressive political agendas, but 
what makes them most effective 
is their use of the “spectacle” to 
get their points across. Instead of 
marches and speakers, Billionaires 
for Bush will dress up like, well, 
billionaires; putting on airs, or 

theater - in other words, they put 
on a “spectacle.” Satire, comedy, 
and tons of other things can be used 
to get through to people. There is 
actually an important quote in the 
book from Walter Lippmann who 
once said “When public affairs are 
popularized, their transformation 
into a human interest requires first 
abstraction from the original, and 

then animation of what has been 
abstracted.”
   Madison Avenue knows how to 
use the spectacle in their advertising 
because that’s how they get business 
for their clients. Jimmy Siegel 
knows this; that is why he’s so good 
at what he does. For example people 

see Jason GooljarPg. 3
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The Progressive Liberal 
Crusader

My Idea for the Next Healthcare 
Education Project Ad

speak about his previous Spitzer 
2006 ad; that of “this little light of 
mine” because he creates the vision 
and dream that sold the candidate. 
He gave people the hope and the 
dreams for a better tomorrow. 
He has clearly accomplished his 
task again, with the latest Spitzer 
heathcare budget ads.
   Next, Duncombe delves into the 
use of the “ethical spectacle,” which 
is what progressives must adopt 
to greater use. I’m not saying that 
Spitzer or Siegel are not progressive 
or unethical, I am saying that an 
“ethical spectacle” is rooted in fact.
   So here is what The Healthcare 
Education Project should think of 
doing. While I like their current ads, 
I believe it might be timely to try a 
different approach, perhaps by the 
process of story telling. One new 
ad idea I had was to have hospital 
workers wear Spitzer masks as they 
work in the hospitals. Then “flash” to 
them standing on an unemployment 
line with the masks on. In the 
process,  have a voice over speak 
about how Spitzer’s budget cuts 

will put hospital and nursing home 
workers on the unemployment line. 
Next, “flash” to an executive suite 
where the executives of the HMO’s 
and medical insurance corporations 
are wearing Spitzer’s masks, but 
they are relaxing and having a good 
time. I know this might be a weak 
idea but my point is that the next ad 
should be creative and make use of 
the “ethical spectacle.”
   When you think about it, what 
ads do you recollect that brought 
you laughter and enjoyment? When 

from pg. 2

2000 after two days of deliberations.  
   It is hard to believe that the Diallo 
shooting occurred over eight years 
ago. The clearly unjustified torture 
of Abner Louima took place ten 
years ago. A great deal has happened 
since so the cases have remained in 
the public consciousness.  The cases 
were periodically described as 
characteristic of police conduct in 
New York City., but if they were, 
thre would have been many more 
c a s e s . 
   The Diallo case was far simpler 
factually than the Bell case.  In 
Diallo, one man, when leaving his 
home in the Bronx, was confronted 
by police in his vestibule and 
reached for the identity papers in 
his pocket, as is done in his native 
Senegal.  The movement was 
perceived by an officer to be 
reaching for a gun.  A fusillade by 
four officers ensued.  The Diallo 
case was awful, the Bell case, 
although equally tragic, is murkier. 
Sean Bell did drive a car into other 
vehicles and was said to have 
clipped a police officer. He may 
have done this because he was 
fleeing the scene; that is an issue 
that will arise at the trial of the three 
indicted officers. 
   The next legal skirmish will take 
place over the minutes of the grand 
jury.  The defense will make a series 
of motions relating to the 
presentment by the district attorney 
to the grand jury. These motions 
rarely succeed.  
   The next issue will be the location 
of the trial.  Defense lawyers will 
try to move it out of town, preferably 
to an upstate county where the case 
has not been so widely publicized, 
and where there will not be as many 
African-Americans in the jury pool. 
The defense will point to the 
frequent anti-police demonstrations 
in Queens over the last few months 
as inflaming public opinion on the 
case.  Rev. Sharpton has been 
quoted as saying, “I’m going to 
keep this in the street.”  
   Queens District Attorney Richard 
A. Brown will oppose the motion 
for a change of venue. The concept 
is quite reasonable; if a man had 
been lynched and the leaders of the 
lynch mob were on trial, the 
prosecution could well want the 

Thou Shalt Not Kill a Man Unless Thou Knowest Well He Wouldst Kill Thee
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where the jurors were less likely to 
be intimidated by the lynchers and 
their friends.  The interests of 
justice are best served by an 
impartial jury, and residents of the 
immediate area of the tragedy are 
likely to be familiar with the case 
and to have formed opinions on it, 
whether they admit it or not during 
the voir dire {A preliminary 
examination of prospective jurors 
or witnesses under oath to determine 
their competence or suitability.} 
   The judge who will preside over 
the case, Justice Arthur Cooperman, 
73 years old, was certificated twice 
by the Appellate Division to serve 
beyond the retirement age of 70.  
He worked his way up the political 
ladder, going from Assemblyman to 
Civil Court Judge to Supreme Court 
Justice.  He was chosen to preside 
at this trial by random selection 
from a wheel containing the names 
of those other judges who 
volunteered their services. Judge 
Cooperman is highly unlikely to 
grant the motion for a change of 
venue, because he wants to preside 
over this important case. 
   He can gain in stature if he does a 
good job, or he could lose much of 
his reputation, as Judge Lance Ito 
did after presiding in the O.J. 
Simpson trial in California in 1995.  
In that miscarriage of justice, the 
murderer was acquitted, and the 
judge was held partially at fault for 
losing control of the courtroom to 
forceful defense attorneys. 
   So far, Judge Cooperman has 
allowed video cameras in the 
courtroom, with the unusual proviso 
that he not be photographed.  His 
decision on venue is likely to be 
appealed by the losing side, because 
the site of the trial, and the likely 
difference in attitude between jurors 
in different locations, may be 
instrumental in determining the 
outcome.  People with varying 
backgrounds and different 
experiences with lawa enforcement 
personnel may draw opposite 
conclusions from the same set of 
f a c t s . 
   Legal observers said that the 
Diallo indictment for murder by a 
Bronx County grand jury was over-
charging because, mistaken as the 
police obviously turned out to be,  

they could not be 
found beyond a 
reasonable doubt to 
have murdered 
Diallo without 
believing they had 
just cause.   The 
description, at the 
time, of the white 
police officer 
sitting on the 
ground crying after 
no gun was found 
on the victim 
indicates that the 
police did not shoot 
out of malice.  
Diallo would have 
been just as dead after one or two 
well placed shots than 41 bullets 
from four officers, of which 22 
missed the target entirely.  Although 
in these circumstances a single shot 
would have been an error of 
judgment, it was the multiplicity of 
bullets which made the case 
s c a n d a l o u s . 
    Out of curiosity, we wonder how 
many shots struck the white David 
Garvin Wednesday night on 
Bleecker Street right after he 
executed two young auxiliary police 
officers who were following him 
because he had just committed his 
first murder of the night in a pizza 
shop.  Although many shots were 
said to have been fired, the press did 
not report the exact number in this 
case of a clearly justified police 
s h o o t i n g . 
      Rev. Sharpton yesterday, 
speaking at his Harlem headquarters, 
volunteered his opinion on where 
the trial should be held.   “The 
question of venue change is not 
only wrong but insulting the 
intelligence of the public and the 
intelligence of the court.  We will 
not participate in or co-operate with 
a trial outside of Queens County.”  
    What effect Sharpton’s non-
cooperation would have on the trial 
is unclear.  If he can induce the 
other two men who were shot not to 
testify, that would only aid the 
defense. Since they can be 
subpoenaed by the prosecution, 
they cannot follow the Reverend’s 
dictates without risking trial for 
contempt of court.  We may see to 
what extent the non-cooperation of 
a spokesman for relatives of the 

alleged. The victim 
will have on the 
course of justice. It 
is more likely that 
the Reverend will 
change his mind 
and co-operate 
with the 
p r o s e c u t i o n , 
although it is not 
clear what impact, 
if any, which would 
have on the case. 
    The outcome of 
this important trial 
should not be 
determined by the 
make-up of the 

jury and their attitudes toward 
police officers.  Two of the three 
defendants are black, as is the 
victim, so this is not a straight race 
case. But New York State has 62 
counties, and there is no question 
that people in different counties 
often have different views of the 
world and the police which could 
be reflected in their decisions as 
j u r o r s .  
    Should there be a better way of 
determining responsibility and the 
degree of fault in cases like this, 
where the response of police officers 
to wrongly perceived threats have 
resulted in tragedy? 
   The right to trial by jury applies to 
defendants, and they could choose 
to be tried before a judge.   But even 
in that situation, the venue of the 
case would be important.  There are 
judges, and then there are other 
judges. Their attitudes may also 
depend on their education and their 
location, as well as the identity of 
those who put the judge on the 
bench, and those who can promote 
the judge to a higher court (not 
applicable in this case because the 
judge is too old to be promoted).  
The robe does not immunize its 
wearer from ambition or the desire 
for public attention.  In fact, it may 
enhance those attributes. 
    We have a long distance to travel 
with regard to the Bell litigation.  
The matter, including interlocutory 
appeals, will probably take years to 
resolve.  Whatever the outcome, we 
hope the case dissuades some police 
officers from shooting too quickly.   
We hope it does not dissuade others 
from shooting when it is necessary.  

There are psychotic and depraved 
people out there, and they will kill 
other people if they have the chance.  
There were about 600 murders in 
New York City in 2006.  (There 
were 572 in 2005, the lowest recent 
total.)  The peak year was 1990, 
when there were 2245 murders.  
The major part of that reduction 
took place during the eight years of 
the Giuliani administration.  (The 
statistics exclude the 2001attack on 
the World Trade Center.)  
  
   Nonetheless, as many New 
Yorkers were murdered last year as 
fell in 1854 in the Charge of the 
Light Brigade.   And the situation in 
New York is far worse than in the 
Crimea, because the Light Brigade 
consisted of military combatants, 
while the toll in New York City is 
comprised primarily of innocent 
civilians, including women, 
children and the elderly.  Burned to 
death by arsonists, beaten, strangled 
or defenestrated by husbands and 
ex-boyfriends, robbed and shot or 
stabbed by addicts looking for drug 
money, raped by psychopaths, shot 
in their beds or on the streets by 
random bullets from fighting gangs 
or reckless, dimwitted, or drunken 
shooters, every one of these deaths 
is a tragedy for the victim and the 
family.   Drug dealers or Mafiosi 
killed by their colleagues in 
financial or territorial disputes are 
murders that do not upset the 
general public, although these 
victims also leave bereaved 
relatives, including children, who 
did not choose a life of crime. 
   The number of innocent civilians 
wrongly killed by police officers is 
a minuscule share of the city’s 
fatalities, but one such death is too 
many because the state is forbidden 
to use deadly force against its 
citizens or aliens, unless the officer 
is actually threatened with lethal 
force.  The problem is the difficulty 
of determining, in the dark of night, 
whether there is an actual threat. 
What if the officer reasonably 
believes there is a threat of lethal 
force.  It may be that if you kill 
someone you must be certain that 
he is trying to kill you, and a 
reasonable person in your shoes 
would come to the same conclusion.  
Suspicion of intended violence is 

not enough.   It is better for an 
officer to err on the side of caution, 
unless that error makes his wife a 
widow and his children orphans.  
That is the dilemma in these cases.  
What if an officer’s decision, 
apparently reasonable at the time it 
was made, turns out to be wrong?   
   There is no perfect way that we 
know of to resolve the questions of 
fact and law that arise when such a 
tragedy occurs.  Just as we rely on 
elections to determine who holds 
public office, we rely on the judicial 
system to determine who is guilty 
and who is innocent of criminal 
charges. Whatever the result may 
be in a particular case, in the long 
run the courts are probably the best 
places to go for justice.  However, 
to paraphrase the great Winston 
Churchill, they are the worst places 
to find justice, except for all the 
others.

BULLETIN – New York Civic 
Talk
The Wars of The Moses 
Wednesday, April 4th, 2007, 
from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. 
Museum of the City of New York, 
1220 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY
Henry Stern will chair a panel 
to discuss Robert Moses and the 
controversies that swirled around 
him, including such issues as public 
parks and what can and should be 
built in them, race and class (as they 
affect parks) and the relationship of 
interested and disinterested parties 
to the decision making process.   
Joining him will be Tom Hoving, 
Commissioner of Parks (1966 -67) 
under Mayor Lindsay, (when Mr. 
Stern was Executive Director of 
the agency).  Hoving was Director 
of the  Metropolitan Museum of 
Art (1967-77); Betsy Barlow 
Rogers, who founded  the Central 
Park Conservancy in 1980 under 
Mayor Koch and Commissioner 
Gordon Davis; Ms. Rogers was the 
first Central Park Administrator; 
and Herbert I. London, President, 
Hudson Institute and Dean Emeritus 
of the Gallatin School at New York 
University. 
 
  RSVP to kevlar@nycivic.org or 
call (212) 564-4441.

New York Civic

you then see that product or service, 
aren’t you more likely to purchase 
that good or service?  I know that 
when I think of car insurance, even 
though I don’t drive, I instantly 
think of GEICO and their creative 
commercials with the gecko and 
the cavemen. When I see AFLAC, 
I automatically think of the talking 
duck. I’ll bet you that more people 
are going to go with GEICO and 
AFLAC simply because of those 
ads. Another campaign that comes 
to mind that has been highly 
creative and successful at using 
the ethical “spectacle,” is the anti-
smoking ads and the Website of 
 www.thetruth.com.  
I have described the art of branding 
and advertising, and like it or not 
advertising works. We just have to 
learn how to use the art of creating 
the dream, vision, and ultimately, the 
“spectacle,” for good progressive 
ends. 

Visit Jason Gooljar, at
http://www.jasongooljar.com 
the progressive liberal on a 

crusade!online.

   Procopis looks forward to leading 
new initiatives at the Somers 
Chamber.   The Chamber is actively 
expanding membership and the 
benefits to member businesses and 
organizations.   It is strengthening 
its community service involvement.   
“One of our most exciting projects 
is coordinating networking events 
with neighboring Chambers to 
expand the business opportunities 
for our members and bring the 
business communities closer,” 
says Procopis.   Procopis replaces 
Michael D. McAnaw, the Chamber 
president for the past five years. 
   A passion for community and 
community involvement infuses 
Procopis’ work and volunteer 
activities.   In her position at Guide 
Communications, she spends her 
days doing what she loves – meeting 
people in the Somers community, 
helping businesses promote 
themselves to area residents, and 
making Somers an even better 
place to work and live.  Additional 
information on the Somers Chamber 
of Commerce is available at 
 www.somerschamber.org. 

Somers 
Chamber

from pg. 1

year is to match that number. 
   Datacap is joined by the leading 
enterprise content management 
(ECM) industry partners: Fujitsu, 
EMC/Captiva, Böwe Bell & 
Howell, AIIM, Panasonic, Océ, 
Visioneer, ABBYY, Canon, 
Captaris, DocuWare, Kodak, 
Kofax, Parascript and Snowbound 
Software. 
   Due to the popularity of the 
program, the duration of Cycle 
Faster has been extended this year 
to include fund-raising events at the 
two major ECM industry events. 
Playing off the business-to-business 
(B2B) focus of the industry, events 
will extend from the AIIM Expo 
in Boston to the ARMA Expo 
in Baltimore (B2B). The events 
coincide at the beginning (April 16-
19) and end (October 7-10) of the 
cycling season. 
   Cycle Faster B2B 2007 begins in 
Boston with a reception and press 
conference. All sponsors and Cycle 
Faster donors are invited to attend 
the kick-off celebration on Monday, 
April 16, from 6 p.m. until 9 p.m. 
at Boston’s legendary Durgin-
Park restaurant, (340 Faneuil Hall 
Marketplace). AIIM attendees can 
attend for a tax-deductible donation 
of $10. 
   The cycling competition will 
begin at the AIIM Expo in the 
Boston Convention and Exhibition 
Center. Fundraising will continue 
after the AIIM Expo for riders 
who commit to ride 400 miles (the 
distance from Boston to Baltimore) 
during the summer while raising 
pledges. Cycle Faster B2B 2007 will 
conclude at the ARMA conference 
in Baltimore, where prizes will be 
awarded to the top fund-raisers. 
   “Each year, Cycle Faster has 
exceeded our expectations in the 
contributions we have been able 
to make - and in the enthusiasm of 
ECM industry sponsors.   We are 
proud to bring our industry together 
for important causes outside of 
day-to-day business activities,” 
said Scott Blau, Datacap CEO and 
an avid cyclist.   “I am pledging to 
ride five times the distance between 
Boston and Baltimore this summer, 
2000 miles, raising at least $1 per 
mile.”
   Cycle Faster B2B 2007 will 
include a three-day competition 
among sponsors at the AIIM Expo. 
Each sponsor can enter three male 

Fund Raiser to Benefit Lance 
Armstrong Foundation and Horace 

Mann School for the Deaf and  
Hard of Hearing

from pg. 1 and three female riders, who will 
strive to post the best time on a one-
mile virtual course. The top male 
and female competitors will have 
donations made in their companies’ 
names. 
   AIIM attendees can monitor rider 
progress on the virtual course, live 
on screen in the booth, and can 
enter to win a free road bike to be 
raffled off on the final day of the 
exhibition. A donation kiosk will 
be available for attendees to make 
contributions and receive LIVE 
STRONG t-shirts or wristbands. 
Competitors will also have an 
opportunity to make the fastest time 
in the “open” competition or pledge 
to ride 400 miles prior to ARMA in 
October. 
   Custom cycling jerseys and t-
shirts, both featuring sponsor logos, 
will also be distributed to AIIM 
attendees throughout the day. 
   In addition to raising awareness 
for the positive work being done by 
the Lance Armstrong Foundation 
and the Horace Mann School for the 
Deaf and Hard of Hearing, Cycle 
Faster will make contributions to 
both organizations. 
   “Educating deaf and hard of 
hearing children is exciting but 
requires many resources,” said Ann 
Caputo-Kirby, Program Coordinator 
Middle and High School, for Horace 
Mann. “From ASL (American 
Sign Language) interpreting to 
maintaining a staff of specialists, 
there are a lot of challenges. Cycle 
Faster is a wonderful opportunity to 
raise awareness and contribute to 
this deserving cause.” 
   For more information about - and 
to participate in - Cycle Faster, visit 
http://cyclefaster.datacap.com. 
About Datacap: Datacap 
Taskmaster software accurately 
transforms paper into information, 
increasing efficiency while reducing 
costs and document cycle time. For 
additional information, visit www.
datacap.com. 
About Lance Armstrong 
Foundation: The Lance Armstrong 
Foundation (LAF) inspires and 
empowers people affected by 
cancer. For additional information, 
visitwww.livestrong.org. 
About Horace Mann School: The 
Horace Mann School for the Deaf 
and Hard of Hearing is the oldest 
public day school for the Deaf 
and Hard of Hearing in the United 
States.. For additional information, 
visit www.boston.k12.ma.us/mann. 

efforts which promote its ongoing 
Person Centered Care (PCC) 
initiative. PCC is a culture change 
which moves SCNH toward a 
social model based on individuality, 
collaboration and autonomy, 
and  away from the traditional 
institutional model on which nursing 
homes were first established. 
   Participants are now eligible to secure 
Avila Dementia Care certification. 
   A Cabrini Mission Foundation 
grant supported the seminar, 
attended by staff from 
virtually all Departments, including 
Nursing, Housekeeping, Recreation, 
Food Services, and Rehabilitation. 
   St. Cabrini Nursing Home is a not-
for-profit, 304-bed “Quality First” 
skilled nursing facility which also 
includes St. Cabrini Home Health 
Care; St. Cabrini Short-Term Stay 
Respite Program; Msgr. Terence 
Attridge Adult Day Health Center, 
Cabrini Care at Home, and Cabrini 
Immigrant Services. Opened in 
1973, the home is sponsored by the 
Missionary Sisters of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus and part of a long 
tradition of caring for the elderly 
and chronically ill. 

St. Cabrini
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HARTSDALE, NY -- The April 
15 tax deadline is just around the 
corner, but if you qualify for an 
Earned Income Tax Credit, it’s still 
not too late to file for your refund.  
CPC Tax Services in Hartsdale 
claims it can complete your return 
and get your refund in your pocket 
faster than any other tax preparer.  
   “CPC Tax Services helps people 
who want their earned income 
tax credit refunds as quickly as 
possible,” says Nunzio Raimo, 
an owner and principal of the 
firm. “Our clients depend on us 
not only for speed but for greater 
professionalism and lower fees 
than our competitors. For clients 
who want to take advantage of 
our Refund Anticipation Loan, a 
refund can be obtained in just a few 
days.”  (To qualify for the credit, 
adjusted gross income must be less 
than $38,348.00 for those who are 
married filing jointly, with more 
than one qualifying child.) 
   CPC Tax Services has been 
preparing tax returns for a wide 
variety of clients for more 
than 15 years.  Raimo, whose 

credentials include a Master’s 
degree in Business Administration 
and postgraduate certificates in 
accounting, taxation, credit analysis 
and computer science, owns the 
firm with Rafael Guzman, CPA. 
“We offer knowledge, experience 
and personal service,” says Raimo. 
“Clients of CPC Tax Services know 
who’s preparing their return and 
can be sure that their return will be 
accurate.” 
   To make an appointment to get 
your Earned Income Tax Credit, go 
to CPCTax.com, or call (914) 949-
7400, Ext. 136. 

CPC Tax Services is a 15 year-
old firm specializing in tax 

preparation. Established by Rafael 
Guzman CPA, CPC provides 

professional assistance to hundreds 
of clients each year. CPC Tax 

Services is located at 141 South 
Central Avenue, in Hartsdale, NY.  

Tel. (914) 949-7400 , ext. 136, 
and on the web at cpctax.com. 

Click on Business Buzz and learn 
more about finding a qualified tax 
preparer or read important tax tips 

and tax facts. 

It’s Not Too Late to Get 
Your Refund

BROOKLYN, NY -- On March 
12, the New York Supreme 
Court in Brooklyn invalidated an 
Independence Party state bylaw. 
That bylaw, passed on January 28, 
2007, authorizes the state party 
to remove any party committee 
member (state or county) for any 
reason. The Court noted that state 
election law already provides 
that state parties may remove 
committee members for cause. The 
decision interprets that law to mean 
that political parties cannot remove 
committee members without cause.
The January 28, 2007 bylaw had 
been passed by those individuals in 
the Independence Party who have 
been trying for almost two years 
to expel allies of Lenora Fulani 
from the party. The New York city 
party officers are mostly allied with 
Fulani, and they are generally able 
to win elections to party office 
throughout New York city. The 
party faction that is opposed to 
Fulani is weak in New York City.

Party Rule
Invalidated

by Court



MARCH 30, 2007PAGE 4 WESTCHESTER TIMES TRIBUNE

Government

By Mayor Bramson,
Mayor of New Rochelle
A RESURGENT DOWNTOWN
   It begins in our downtown, the 
heart of our economy, and the heart 
of our civic image. 
And our vision is clear.  Taking 
shape already today and fully 
formed a generation from now: 
a true city, in its physical form 
and scale, in its energy, style, and 
rhythm.  
   We’ve already established the 
foundation of this vibrant urban 
core.  Trump Plaza, Avalon, 543 
Main, Davenport Lofts, joining 
valued anchors like Monroe 
College and our outstanding public 
Library – each containing the 
promise of a more vital market 
for quality businesses and of a 
larger population even more fully 
invested in the health and future of 
New Rochelle. 
   And that’s not all. 
   We adopted innovative zoning 
standards that provide a density 
bonus in exchange for public goods 
like parking, open space, and high 
quality design – and that give 
smaller and medium size property 
owners a chance to participate fully 
in our improving economy. 
   We put in place new architectural 
review requirements to enhance the 
beauty and distinctiveness of our 
skyline and streetscape. 
   We completed a detailed block-by-
block analysis of parking demands 
and resources, the most intensive 
review of this critical priority in the 
City’s history. 
   We began a conversation about 
providing building owners with 
access to tax credits for the 
rehabilitation of historic structures. 
   And just a quarter of a mile to the 
east, at the Echo Bay waterfront, we 
selected a master developer and are 
closer than ever before to realizing 
our shared vision of an accessible 
and beautiful shoreline, open to the 
public, linked to our downtown, a 
model of new urbanism, helping 
New Rochelle lay claim once 
again, with greater merit than ever 
before, to the title “Queen City of 
the Sound.” 
   The right actions at the right time, 
all aimed at enhancing the quality 
of our downtown as a whole. 
   Yet much more is needed.  So let 
us resolve to take the next steps 
forward. 
   First, we must extend our record 
of success in the large-scale 
development that anchors a local 

economy.  The Church-Division 
project, with its four hundred 
condominiums, direct link to Main 
Street, and new public parking 
facility will be a model of high-
quality design that integrates the 
needs of residents, shoppers, and 
pedestrians.  The Lecount Square 
project will vastly transform a 
keystone block with new housing, 
office, retail, and hotel space, rising 
into two signature towers. 
   Let me be clear. This City will 
never compromise its responsibility 
to hold developers to the highest 
standards, nor fail to insist that 
development promote the public 
good as much as the private.  But 
when projects are valuable to our 
future, we must act with wisdom 
and clarity of purpose to advance 
them from planning to construction 
to completion, and not lose a rare 
and perhaps fleeting opportunity for 
meaningful, positive change.   
   Just as importantly, we must place 
these developments into a larger 
context of managed, smart growth.  
The overall fabric of our downtown 
– its infrastructure and its services 
– must be strong enough to support 
the components, old and new, 
within it. 
   This means many things.  
Amenities for a growing 
population.  Services adequate to 
meet heightened demand.  Basics 
like wastewater infrastructure and 
provision of utilities. 
   And above all, it means full and 
immediate attention to two critical 
priorities: parking and traffic. 
   Traffic, in a sense, is an enviable 
problem.  Better a downtown 
bustling with motorists and 
pedestrians than one with empty 
streets.  But if our business district 
becomes gridlocked or unsafe, then 
our economy and quality of life will 
suffer badly, and our renewal efforts 
will grind to a halt. 
Since 2005, we have discussed 
in general terms the introduction 
of a managed traffic system, 
with more efficient and flexible 
synchronization of lights, possible 
changes in roadway design and 
regulation, and assignment of 
personnel to key intersections at 
peak hours.   
   The time is now to move from 
the general to the specific.  I am 
asking our staff tonight to begin 
designing this system, determining 
its costs, phasing, and individual 
elements, so that we can link its 
components to the traffic mitigation 

required by individual projects, so 
that we can more rigorously seek 
outside funding for capital needs, 
including the State’s Transportation 
Improvement Program which 
provides 95% of capital expenses, 
and so that we can intelligently 
plan for the medium and long-term 
allocation of local resources to this 
priority.  We must begin acting 
today in order to prevent a crisis 
tomorrow. 
   When it comes to parking, getting 
it right isn’t an option.  It’s a 
necessity. 
   A short while ago, I mentioned 
the detailed downtown parking 
analysis recently completed by 
the City.  Tonight, I am asking our 
staff to report back to the Council 
with a short, medium, and long 
term action plan for implementing 
its recommendations, including 
capital investments in our lots, 
technological upgrading of our 
meters, potentially with wireless 
capability, expansion of our parking 
stock, and reform of our enforcement 
procedures.  These steps will ensure 
that our parking facilities grow and 
improve in conjunction with their 
surroundings – and provide the 
support our shoppers and business 
owners deserve. 
   One last goal for our downtown: 
more quality retail.   
   Yes, there are wonderful 
establishments already here, some 
for generations, and I believe that the 
residential development underway 
will inevitably attract a wider range 
of goods and services.  But let’s 
be honest, at this moment, retail 
remains the missing piece of the 
puzzle, and we cannot be satisfied 
until New Rochelle residents can 
shop with convenience and pride in 
the heart of their own community. 
   Our city, like most cities, has 
approached this challenge in a 
largely reactive fashion, dependent 
upon the builders and owners of 
commercial space to tell us what 
can and cannot be achieved.  This 
is understandable, because the 
government is not and shouldn’t be 
a commercial landlord. 
   But I believe we can take a much 
more proactive role in determining 
the retail demands and desires of 
our community, in understanding 
the specific spatial and demographic 
requirements of particular retailers, 
and of engaging land-owners in 
constructive conversation about 
finding the best possible tenants for 
their space. 

So I am suggesting tonight that the 
City’s development staff work in 
conjunction with the invaluable and 
effective Business Improvement 
District and the Chamber of 
Commerce, and tap into the expertise 
of private citizens, to create a 
retail recruitment plan aimed at 
determining how our community’s 
physical and economic assets, the 
desires of our people, and the needs 
of targeted retailers all overlap, with 
the goal of ending the long wait and 
jump-starting a retail resurgence 
now.
GRACIOUS
 NEIGHBORHOODS
   During the past year, I have had the 
pleasure of meeting and speaking 
with hundreds of residents from 
every part of New Rochelle.  Most, 
even those who don’t particularly 
like tall buildings, appreciate the 
essential value of urban scale and 
density to our economy and approve 
of our strategy for encouraging 
growth within the downtown.  But 
at the same time, the people of this 
city expect us to protect a suburban 
quality of life in the neighborhoods 
beyond the downtown. 
Green, safe, gracious, historic, 
preserved for a generation and 
beyond. 
   The City Council is united in this 
commitment, and we can be proud 
of a good record. 
   We’ve protected 800 acres 
from development in perpetuity, 
including more than fifty just 
in recent months, by applying a 
Recreation & Open Space zone . . . 
   And we increased the minimum 
lot size in dozens of neighborhoods 
to prevent subdivisions that disrupt 
and detract from the character of 
their surroundings. 
   We invested in core services, 
including new trucks for our 
public works department, which 
contributed directly to the best leaf 
pick-up season in recent memory . 
. . 
   And we funded the residential 
traffic calming program, that will 
be launched this spring, to reduce 
speed and promote safety, including 
authorizing the use of speed humps 
for the first time in our history. 
   We amended our historic district 
law to simplify the process through 
which neighborhoods can seek 
historic designation.  Today, two of 
those neighborhoods, Beechmont 
and Residence Park with CNR at 
its core, are actively exploring the 
possibility of joining Rochelle Park/
Rochelle Heights as historically 
protected areas . . . 
   And we created a housing 
enforcement bureau to alleviate 
overcrowding and ensure that our 
housing is safe and humane. 
   Led by Council Member 
Roberto Lopez, we designed a new 
streetscape for Union Avenue, the 
backbone of the West End, and we 
will act this year to implement the 
short-term recommendations of this 
plan, including a green canopy of 
trees, aimed at making Union more 
attractive and inviting. 
   Led by Council Member Michael 
Boyle and by the Chamber itself, we 
have also drafted plans for renewal 
of the West Main corridor, a critical 
gateway to our City and to multiple 
neighborhoods in our south end. 
And we continued our work on North 
Avenue, where the enhancement of 
the College District surrounding 
Iona will be completed this year, 
leading to further improvements 
from Fifth Avenue south to the 
train station, and where new zoning 
and planning standards soon to 
be considered will attract much-
needed private investment.   
   For the thousands of residents 
who live in neighborhoods fronted 
by these corridors, and for the 
thousands of others who value 
New Rochelle because it provides 
a respite from the pressures of big 
city life, these initiatives will make 
a powerful difference. 
   But to fully achieve our vision of 
vital, beautiful, safe neighborhoods, 
today and a generation from now, 
there is more we can do. 
   Number one, the zoning review we 
conducted in single-family districts 
should now be extended into multi-
family districts, with a focus on 
areas where zoning requirements 
can be tightened to prevent 
overgrowth and limit density. 
Number two, because nothing is 
more essential to our home values 
or to the health of our community 
as a whole than high quality public 
schools, we should work more 
closely with our outstanding School 
District to consider the impacts 
of development on educational 
infrastructure.  I am pleased to 
report that, beginning this year, 
the School District will have a seat 
at the table with City staff as we 
review projects and consider their 
costs and benefits.  This closer 
coordination will help ensure that 
all of our valued institutions benefit 
from changes in our community, 
and that the link between healthy 
neighborhoods and good schools 
remains strong. 

   And let’s take a moment to thank 
our School District – its teachers, 
its staff, its parents and families 
– for all they do to nurture the 
intellectual and creative potential 
of every child.  
Number three, let us work with 
and fully support the Chamber’s 
new Community Fund for Civic 
Beautification.  This public-private 
partnership will marshal resources 
to enhance the aesthetics of our 
city, beginning with the major 
entrances to New Rochelle.  After 
all, shouldn’t we be able to return 
home to our city’s gates with a 
sense of pride in their appearance, 
and shouldn’t we also signal to the 
world beyond that New Rochelle 
values the beauty of its public 
spaces. 
   Lastly, let us extend our intensive 
review of traffic management in the 
downtown to our city as a whole.  
The volume of cars and trucks on our 
roads has become a concern in every 
corner of our community – and, 
frankly, in ever corner of America.  
Noise, pollution, congestion – these 
are a daily assault on our health and 
quality of life.  
Several potential steps deserve 
consideration, including: better 
designation of and signage for 
preferred truck routes in order to 
divert commercial traffic from 
primarily residential areas; the 
operation of shuttle buses from 
locations with high population 
density, like the Pelham Road 
corridor, to central sites such as 
our train station; and the eventual 
expansion, with federal and state 
assistance, of our bicycle system, 
so that more residents will be 
encouraged to seek alternatives to 
the automobile. 
   Led by Council Member Barry 
Fertel, the City has become more 
aware of and focused on these 
critical challenges than ever 
before, and I call on our public 
works staff now to begin work on 
a comprehensive traffic plan for 
all of New Rochelle, starting with 
an open and inclusive dialogue 
involving neighborhood leaders, 
with every idea on the table, aimed 
at reducing the impact of traffic on 
our city and in our neighborhoods 
in the years to come.
A HEALTHY ENVIRONMENT
   Our success in each of these 
endeavors will both effect and 
depend upon the health of our 
environment. 
All of us hope that within the next 
generation, if not sooner, our nation 
achieves energy independence, 
global climate change is arrested, 
and our air and water contribute to 
public health.  But until these goals 
are addressed fully by higher levels 
of government, every community 
must step up to the challenge.  
And New Rochelle will honor its 
responsibility to be a committed 
steward of the environment. 
   We’ve made a positive start, with 
a new tree protection ordinance 
that reaffirms our commitment to 
urban forestry, with controls on 
run-off from development sites to 
reduce the flow of pollution into the 
Sound, and with habitat restoration 
projects to restore the biodiversity 
of our shoreline. 
   And that’s not all.  We installed 
energy efficient LED lights in each 
of our 170 traffic signals, with an 
85% reduction in energy usage.  
And we retrofit three City buildings 
with efficient fluorescent bulbs.  
We funded the ecological 
restoration of our largest passive 
park, so it’ll remain a beautiful and 
healthy place in which to appreciate 
nature in all of its forms.  Just as we 
launched ambitious plans to remake 
our largest active park with new 
and better ball fields to meet the 
growing demand for recreation and 
encourage health and fitness among 
our youngsters. 
   We are proud that our own 
Council Member, Chris Selin, has 
been appointed to the County’s 
Global Warming Task Force and 
grateful for her leadership and vast 
knowledge of environmental issues 
here in New Rochelle. 
And last year, we appointed an 
Environmental Conservation 
Advisory Committee, to help 
guide our next steps towards 
environmental sustainability. 
   This spring, the Committee will 
present to the Council its central 
recommendations, including 
adoption of green building 
standards, an educational campaign 
to encourage positive public action, 
and steps to further reduce our 
energy consumption, including 
conversion of City vehicles to 
hybrid electric or clean energy 
models.  Let’s act on these goals 
quickly. 
   In addition, tonight I am 
announcing that New Rochelle 
has joined the U.S. Conference 
of Mayors Climate Protection 
Agreement, which links us to cities 
across America, all committed to 
reducing greenhouse emissions 
and adopting best practices for 
environmental sustainability.  We 
must and we will do our part.
AN INCLUSIVE COMMUNITY
    By all of these standards, our 

economy, our neighborhoods, our 
environment, New Rochelle is 
strong and getting stronger.  But, as 
I was pleased to note last year, in 
its human composition, our city is 
more than strong.  It is miraculous. 
   Just consider the men and women 
we met earlier tonight.  Or consider 
the institutions represented around 
these tables – from places of learning 
like our colleges, to places of healing 
and comfort like our hospital and 
United Hebrew Geriatric, to civic 
groups and neighborhood advocates 
and businesses of every kind. 
   We are enriched by traditions 
rooted deeply in our history, and 
refreshed by the rhythmic tides of 
change and new arrival – every 
part of the whole adding a chapter 
to the story of inclusion and shared 
progress we write together. 
This is our defining quality, and any 
vision for our future, a generation 
from now, a century from now, 
must begin and end with the belief 
that all citizens have worth, that all 
are deserving of respect, and that 
none can be denied their rightful 
place at the table. 
   It is this belief that motivated 
the City Council to adopt the 
best affordable housing policy in 
Westchester, helping to ensure that 
middle class and working families 
can continue to live in a high cost 
region.   
It is this belief that led us to launch 
Volunteer New Rochelle and 
Friends of Older Neighbors, both 
of which make it easier than ever 
for residents to offer their time and 
energy and expertise to the benefit 
of those who most need a helping 
hand. 
It is this belief that impels us to 
set a tone of civility and mutual 
respect in our public discussions 
and engage in honest dialogue with 
all people of good faith. 
   And because inclusion also means 
controlling the financial pressures 
that threaten to force some residents 
to leave the family of New Rochelle.  
It is this belief that underlies our 
commitment to phasing out the 
residential refuse fee, to finding new 
revenue sources that don’t burden 
local taxpayers, and to working 
with the School District to enhance 
our grant-writing activities.   
   This year, let us continue acting to 
expand the circle of inclusion. 
Let’s create a Senior Residential 
Rehab Program that provides grants 
or low interest loans to qualified 
seniors for home improvements and 
repairs. 
   Let’s all participate in the “One 
City – One Book” initiative, soon to 
be launched by our library – each 
of us reading together a single great 
piece of literature – to provide a basis 
for community-wide discussion 
and to encourage literacy.  And 
let’s build on the success of the Y’s 
First Night, a new tradition which 
embraced us all in a celebration of 
family and culture. 
   And for those of us who serve in 
local government, let’s challenge 
ourselves to be even more 
responsive and creative – by better 
tapping the ideas and talents of the 
men and women in our workforce, 
and by making City Hall itself 
a more welcoming place to the 
public. 
   These and other steps renew the 
spirit of our community, as much as 
brick and steel renew its economy.  
CONCLUSION: A 
GENERATION OF PROGRESS
    With gratitude for your patience, 
let me close with this final thought. 
   Nothing stands alone in New 
Rochelle.   
   Lives and stories and eras built 
atop each other, layer upon layer . 
. . from the Huguenots landing on a 
wooded shore, to the Revolutionaries 
inspired by Thomas Paine, to the 
great illustrators who shaped our 
nation’s image, to the immigrants 
and descendants of slaves who 
shaped and still shape our nation’s 
reality.  All have converged here, 
all with an equal claim on our 
identity, and all offering a single 
great lesson: that everything we 
do reaches across the span of years 
- to forge the future and be judged 
by it. 
   At this hopeful moment, in the 
midst of our journey, with a road 
of hard-won progress behind and 
a road of unmet challenges ahead, 
let us act so that a generation hence 
those who enjoy a downtown alight 
with commerce and culture, or 
reside in neighborhoods of gentle 
appearance and pace, or breathe the 
fresh salt air of the open shore, or 
gather at tables of fellowship and 
friendship with neighbors from 
whom they draw both the comfort 
of community and the knowledge of 
the wider world, let us act so that in 
all these things, those a generation 
hence will point with gratitude and 
appreciation to the choices we made 
during the time we were privileged 
with service.   
This is within our grasp.  Not a 
season.  Not a year.  A generation 
of progress. 
   Thank you for listening.  May 
God bless each of you, and may 
God bless our New Rochelle. 

A Generation of Progress - Part 2
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By Roger Witherspoon

   The commercials are subtle 
enough.
   There is a young couple in a 
stylish crossover, replete with sleek 
lines and an expanse of glass, riding 
literally on the edge of the ledges of 
tall glass skyscrapers – alone above 
the world of look-alike SUVs. And 
while there is a certain amount of 
hype accompanying the introduction 
of any new automobile, Ford’s Edge 
does have a lot to crow about and 
could be seen as a cut above most 
of the crossover pack.
   At $36,000 fully loaded, the Ford 
Edge is priced in the middle of 
the crossover pack of SUVs with 
the chassis and, presumably, the 
handling and feel of a car rather 
than a truck. In this case, the Edge 
takes the versatile frame used in 
the 07 Mercury Milan and Mazda 
6 sedans, raises the height, enlarges 
the wheels, adds a new body, and 
rolls out something completely 
different. The Edge delivers high 

Riding on the Edge
In a Ford SUV

end styling, comfort and for the 
most part, performance.
   To begin with, the five-passenger 
Edge has the low, sleek, rolling look 
somewhere in between the muscular 
Infiniti FX and the angular, luxury 
Mercedes R500. But then it takes 
off on its own. The top half of the 
Edge is more glass than metal, with 
two huge glass sunroofs covering 

the front and back 
seats, and side windows 
in the cargo area 
complementing the huge 
windows for the front 
and rear passengers.
   For comfort, the front 
and rear seats are wide, 
padded leather and the 
rear can actually hold 
three average sized 
adults in comfort on 
a long haul. The front 
seats can be adjusted 
and heated – something 
appreciated in the 
northeast. And both 
front and rear seats can 
fold down to enlarge the 
cargo area. The padding 
on the doors is molded 
rubber crafted to feel 

like leather and the resulting look is 
one you would expect to find in a 
car costing a lot more than this.
   The center console, with an arm 
rest built for two, has a two foot 
deep bucket which can hold just 
about everything you need for a 
cross country trek. But if that is 
not enough, there are deep pockets 
in the doors and the front set have 

cutouts for bottles.
There are separate climate controls, 
with adjustable blowers for the 
rear. 
   Up front, there are a number of 
thoughtful touches giving the Edge 
an edge in the market. The dash 
is sectioned to give each front 
passenger the feeling of owning 
their own personal space. In the 
center is the LCD information 
screen reflecting an easy to use, 
DVD-based navigation system. 
For fun, the Edge has AM/FM and 
Sirius satellite radio as well as an in-
dash, six-disc CD and MP3 player 
which can be controlled from either 
the dash or the fingertip buttons on 
the leather wrapped steering wheel. 
The surround sound emanating from 
six speakers can mellow you with 
Miles or deafen you with Usher.
   Then, of course, there is the drive, 
and here there are some tradeoffs. 
As an SUV, the Edge has a higher 
profile and center of gravity than 
the Milan, so while the feel of 
the steering wheel is that of a 
responsive sedan, this is not a car to 
take at high speeds around highway 
curves. Nor does it have the off road 
capability of an Infiniti FX.  But the 
Edge does give a ride you can enjoy 
and, if necessary, depend on. And 
its 265-horsepower engine is more 
than enough to keep the Edge in the 
front of the motoring pack.
   Spring seemed to have come to 
the Lower Hudson Valley region 
with a spate of mid-March days 
with temperatures in the 70s. Then, 
suddenly, winter roared back, 
dumping several inches of snow, 
followed by several inches of ice 

throughout the region. It is not 
uncommon during ice storms for 
the police to set up road blocks and 
close the steepest streets for fear that 
cars and buses would never be able 
to stop. The midst of a Nor’easter   
seemed like a perfect time to drive 
the Edge. 
   Negotiating the gentle hill I live 
on was easy. More fun, however, 
were the winding, narrow roads of 
Englewood Cliffs – a community 
rising some 400 feet from the 
valleys of Northern New Jersey to 
the top of the Palisades overlooking 
the Hudson River. This is a trek 
which would be daunting for most 
vehicles.
   But the 18-inch wheels of the 
Edge, aided by Ford’s traction 
control easily, steadily rolled up 
and around the winding and, in 
some places, unpaved roadways to 
the panoramic scene high above 
the river and the snow-covered 
Manhattan skyline and the ice flows 
in the Hudson River. And it was just 

Roger Witherspoon is 
automotive columnist to the 

Dallas Examiner, Westchester 
Times Tribune, and Yonkers 

Tribune, among other media.

as easy going back down.
   Ford may have exaggerated 
by putting its Edge on the side of 
skyscrapers. But it’s a crossover 
which definitely stands out in the 
crowd.
 
2007 Ford Edge SEL
All Wheel Drive

MSRP: $36,710

EPA Mileage: 17 MPG City
24 MPG Highway

Performance / Safety:
3.5-Liter V6, fuel injected, 
aluminum engine producing 265 
horsepower and 250 pound-feet 
of torque; 6-speed automatic 
transmission; all wheel drive; anti-
lock brake system;  4-wheel disc 
brakes; 18-inch wheels; reverse 
sensors; fog lamps; independent 
front and rear suspension; power 
rack and pinion steering; side 
airbags.

Interior/ Comfort:
AM/ FM / Sirius 
satellite radio;
in-dash 6-disc CD 
and MP3 player; 
D V D - b a s e d 
navigation system; 
tilt, telescope leather 
steering wheel; 
leather seats; 
folding rear and front 
passenger seats; 
sun roof;  
dual climate
controls. 

Automotive
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