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TARRYTOWN, NY -- Donovan 
is a ten-year-old from Yonkers 
who likes kung fu and fighting 
games.  Like many kids his age, 
he’s also a huge fan of action figures 
and superheroes.  So when he was 
asked what he wished for more than 
anything in the world, Donovan 
wished for a chance to morph 
into a superhero with superhuman 
strength and speed. He’d also like to 
star in a movie as a superhero.  The 
Make-A-Wish Foundation® of the 
Hudson Valley granted Donovan’s 
wish when he became a superhero 
for a day with a starring role in his 
own action movie that was shot at 
the Wish House in Tarrytown on 
Tuesday, April 3, 2007.  Donovan 
made his red carpet entrance at 
a screening of the movie at the 
Paramount Center for the Arts 
in Peekskill on May 21, 2007. 
   “Donovan’s wish combines 
the fantasy world of superheros 
and the thrill of Hollywood for 
an uplifting and adventurous 
day,” said Thomas J. Conklin, 
President & CEO, Make-A-Wish 
Foundation of the Hudson Valley. 
“The mission of the Make-A-Wish 
Foundation is to grant the wishes 
of children with life-threatening 
medical conditions to enrich the 
human experience with hope, 
strength and joy.  With Donovan’s 
wish, we are delighted that so 
many individuals and businesses 
in the community came together 
for the experience and to help 
make Donovan’s wish come true.” 
   Dave’s Cast of Characters, located 

in New Rochelle, supplied the 
script, props, including a speedy 
Lamborghini, costumes, and a whole 
host of characters complete with an 
evil queen and her villains.  There 
was even a part for Donovan’s 
service dog, Shadow.  The Wish 
House was transformed into a 
movie set for the day with dazzling 
special effects such as multi-
colored lights and a fog machine. 
   The plot is centered on the 
evil queen’s quest for world 
domination.  When she declares 
herself ruler of the world, it’s up to 
Donovan and his superhero team to 
conquer the queen and return the 
world to goodness. The Tarrytown 
Police Department and the New 
York State Troopers were on hand 
to assist Donovan in his quest to 
capture the evil queen and her 
malevolent followers, and save the 
world from ruin. The entire fantasy 
was acted out and recorded on video 
by Best of Times Video Productions 
in Newburgh, which will edit the 
footage into the movie.  Following 
the adventure, the cast and crew, 
family and a few special friends, 
were feted at a glamorous wrap party 
at the Marriott Hotel in Tarrytown. 

About Make-A-Wish
The Make-A-Wish Foundation 
grants the wishes of children with 
life-threatening medical conditions 
to enrich the human experience 
with hope, strength, and joy.  For 
more information about the Hudson 
Valley Chapter visit 
www.hudson.wish.org.

Donovan Saves the Day: 
World Domination 

Thwarted

New York Civic

By Barbara Barton Sloane

   When you hear the words Park 
City, Utah, chances are your 
thoughts go immediately to 
skiing.  And why not? It’s a winter 
paradise with wonderful slopes, 
tobogganing, ice skating, snow 
shoeing, dog sledding, sleigh rides.  
   But I’m not going to extol the 
winter offerings of Park City.  Hey, 
it’s spring! Summer’s just around 
the corner.  And when we think 
summer, we think vacations! Park 
City in summer is chock full of 
excitement with a host of activities, 
festivals and concerts.  The sheer, 
soaring beauty of the place – purple 
mountains, verdant valleys, pine 
forests – make this a very good 
choice for a summer family vacation. 
   Many of the activities available 
are sure to excite. For starters, 
you’re not wearing 15lbs.of heavy 
clothing and shivering in the wind. 
For some of us who prefer warmth, 
summer in Park City has it all over 

Park City – Not Just for 
Skiing Anymore!

winter! 
A Brief History of Park City:
• 40,000 B.C. – saber-toothed tigers 
hunt bison 
• 1600 A.D. – Indian bands travel 
the high alpine valleys in search of 
game
• 1847 – Brigham Young and the 
Mormon settlers pass near the north 

end of this city on their way to Salt 
Lake
• 1995 – Salt Lake City is awarded 
the 2002 Winter Olympic Games; 
40% of the events are held in Park 
City.
Fast Forward to Now:
   Just 35 minutes from Salt Lake 
City, Park City is located in the 
heart of the Wasatch Mountains, 
part of the Rocky Mountain 
Range.  Seven thousand residents 
live here year round, and each 
January the population swells 
to 80,000 when the Sundance 
Film Festival comes to town.  
No Bedtimes Here:
    Park City’s historic Main Street 
is lined with great art galleries and 
a very lively world-class restaurant 
scene. Here you’ll find some of 
the best mountain biking and road 
cycling available. If you’re craving 
excitement, consider the Xtreme 
Zip zipline!  It’s a thrilling activity 
at the Park City Mountain Resort 
offering an exhilarating 60 second 

Albert 
Vorspan 
to Speak 
at Temple 
Emanu-El 

YONKERS, NY -- Albert Vorspan, 
noted social activist, will speak on 
Saturday April 14, 2007, at Temple 
Emanu-El, 306 Rumsey Road, 
Yonkers, NY.   
   A brief Shabbat Service will begin 
at 11 a.m., to be followed by a light 
lunch, and Mr. Vorspan’s talk.  Mr. 
Vorspan will speak on Tough Times 
for Concerned Jews.   
   Mr. Vorspan is Senior Vice 
President Emeritus of the Union for 
Reform Judaism (URJ) and is the 
former Director of the Commission 
on Social Action.  A leader in the 
formation of the Religious Action 
Center for Reform Judaism in 
Washington, D.C., he now serves 
as a Consultant to the Center and to 
the URJ.  Mr. Vorspan is the author 
of numerous books on social action 
and Jewish humor. 
   The community is invited to attend 
this program.  There is no charge, 
but reservations are required by 
April 11, 2007. A message may 
be left on the Temple voice mail.  
For additional information and 
reservations call the Temple office 
at (914) 963-0575.

PURCHASE, NY -- The Purchase 
Latin Jazz Orchestra, directed 
by Ray Vega, presents Latin 
Explosion! featuring the music of 
Dizzy Gillespie, Phil Woods and 
a selection of new works, April 11 
at 7:30 PM at the Purchase College 
Performing Arts Center.  Tickets are 
$20 and can be purchased by calling 
the Box Office at 914-251-6200 or 
visiting www.artscenter.org.
   This exuberant evening of 
dynamic Latin Jazz will feature 
students from the Purchase College 
School of the Arts, Conservatory of 
Music Jazz Studies program.
    A   Bronx native, Ray Vega 
is a multi-talented trumpeter, 
percussionist, composer and 

Purchase Latin Jazz 
Orchestra Presents Latin 

Explosion!

arranger who presents jazz 
from a refreshingly original and 
contemporary perspective.  He 
grew up immersed in jazz and 
salsa in New York City and learned 
about these two musical styles 
with some of the great legends. A 
much-in-demand musician, he has 
performed with Mongo Santamaria, 
Mario Bauza’s Afro-Cuban Jazz 
Orchestra, and Ray Barretto and 
the New World Spirit.  He also 
joined the Tito Puente Orchestra as 
lead trumpeter and recorded many 
albums with them including the 
Grammy-winning Mambo Birdland, 
Dancemania ‘99 and Obra Maestra.  
He was the last lead trumpeter of 
this legendary ensemble.

By Jack 8. Kirby

   For years I have wanted to 
participate in a CSA with local 
farms. With CSA (community 
supported agriculture) you get 
the best vegetables at their peak 
directly from the field of a local 
farm in exchange for paying the 
farm at the beginning of the season 
so the farmers can buy seed, invest 
in farming equipment and otherwise 
support their farm for the year. 
   With CSA you know that every 
week from spring through fall you 
will get the pick of the crop at the 
tastiest moment and at a very good 
price. CSA must also be the world’s 
most delicious way to do good; you 
help small local organic farms to 
survive and prosper by eating some 
of the freshest, tastiest food the planet 
has found a way to make possible. 
Eat to save the planet! I like it. 
   I’ve never been able connect with 
a CSA from a local farm though 
because, like most mere mortals, I 
work and can’t drive across county 
during the day on a weekday to 
pick up my share from volunteers at 
a church. What’s a working family 
to do? Pay outrageous amounts 
each weekend at the Whole Foods 
for stuff flown in from California? 
Yes. But no more: Problem solved. 

Pick of the Crop 
Delivered to Your Door

   Now, we can get great produce 
from local farms that is actually 
delivered to our home! The farms 
still get the help. We get great fresh 
produce from local farms and we 
don’t have to quit our jobs to get it.  
   A few months back I wrote 
about home delivery of milk 
in Westchester. Nostalgia and 
convenience met, took a walk down 
the road of commerce and voila, 
milk in a bottle at your door in 2007. 
Well, now you can get home delivery 
of CSA goods too! Farm Share Ltd., 
based right here in Westchester, 
works with local milk delivery men 
to deliver produce from local farms 
to homes in Westchester. Slurpingly 
good Ronnybrook milk, mouth 
re-orienting heirloom tomatoes, 
crispy lettuces freshly torn from 
the earth, regal cabbage, sweet 
melons. Oh mercy. The good Earth 
has found a passage to my door and 
its a temperature controlled van.  
   I have to admit I am working with 
Farm Share Ltd. now to make this 
happen. It is just too great an idea 
not to do something. Please let me 
know what you think - new ideas 
are rare and good new ideas rarer 
still. I’m all ears for your thoughts. 
   Visit the Farm Share site to find 
out more about it and place an order 
for this season! Click Here to Visit 
Farm Share

Jack 8. Kirby is editor of 
http://www.wesfoodie.com The 

WesFoodie’s Eating in the Burbs 
Website, and a writer living in 

Larchmont, NY.  

By Henry J. Stern
  
NEW YORK, NY – March 30, 
2007 -- We thought Wednesday  
would be a good day to write about 
the State budget, since we had 
heard that agreement  between the 
governor and the legislative leaders 
was about to be reached.  We wrote 
an article, linked the text to relevant 
articles, and were ready to send it 
out at 7 p.m.  It then occurred to us 
that there had been developments 

Three Days of Talks in 
Albany in Effort to Meet 
April 1st Deadline Adds 

Billion(s?) to State Budget
during the day which we could 
better report on Thursday.    We 
updated Thursday afternoon and 
were ready to e-mail you a two-day 
report.  But again, we concluded 
that ongoing events would preclude 
a full review of what was taking 
place in Albany. Today is Friday 
and we are ready to rock with three 
days of traditional negotiations, 
fueled by pizza and coffee.
   You will find facts and opinions 
on the budget and the negotiating 
process.  They will appear in dated 
paragraphs, so you can watch how 
the story unfolded during the week.  
You can read them in chronological 
order, starting with Wednesday, 
or you can cut to the chase and 
go right to Friday.  Remember 
that we are still two days from the 
April 1 deadline, and the details 
remain undisclosed and fluid.. 
   Our conclusion: The legislature 
added about a billion dollars to 

By Diane M. Grassi  

   The dawn of the 2007 Major 
League Baseball (MLB) season is 
perhaps the 
best time to 
reflect upon 
b a s e b a l l ’ s 
past and its 
hopes for the 
future. At no 
other time of 
the season 
will fans’ 
a s p i r a t i o n s 
be as high 
without need for qualification. 
   As teams gear up for Opening Day 
on April 1st, major league camps 
in both the Grapefruit and Cactus 
Leagues have had the enviable 
positions to not only evaluate the 
2007 starting line-ups but to get a 
look at what the future holds for 
2008 and 2009. And in that regard, 
Spring Training has routinely 

Native American 
Prospects Hold Key 

Between Past and Present
become important not only to 
evaluate present-day players but for 
the prognostication of what teams 
can expect down the road. 

Baseball is 
arguably the 
sport most 
intertwined 
with its 
h i s t o r y 
and legacy 
along with 
its impact 
on society. 
Its past 
d e m a n d s 

that it be revisited, especially 
when speaking about its future, as 
we explore here two notable and 
historically unique minor league 
prospects. 
   It was in 1887 when the first 
American Indian is believed 
to have competed in the major 

By John Muzio

   We like Yonkers. And we’re glad 
we’re here. More important, so are 
the 300-plus residents at Classic 
Residence by Hyatt in Yonkers.
   And so, too, are their close 
relatives who visit frequently or 
are cheered by comments they hear 
concerning recent outings in the 

Working with Our 
Community

see Community pg. 3

surrounding area.
   Straddling the Yonkers-Riverdale 
border and overlooking the Hudson 
River, Manhattan skylines and the 
picturesque river towns of Western 
Westchester, our luxury senior 
living community for independent, 
active older adults enjoys the best 
of three worlds.

Photo Courtesy of  
The National Ability Center
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The Progressive Liberal 
Crusader

 By Bob Weir
   Senior Cpl. Mark Nix of the 
Dallas Police Department went to 
work last Friday as he had done for 
the past 6 years. The 33 year-old 
officer was engaged to be married, 
but that marriage will never take 
place. After a car chase involving 
what officers thought was a suspect 
wanted in a murder investigation, 
Officer Nix was shot in the chest 
by the suspect, who, as it turned 
out later, was not involved in the 
murder, but was in possession of 
illegal drugs. Notwithstanding 
the original motivation the police 
had for chasing the vehicle, it’s 
evident that they were pursuing a 
dangerous man. Anyone willing to 
run from the police and engage in 
a gun battle is a menace to society. 
We’ll never know how many lives 
were saved because the police 
chased and ultimately caught that 
suspect. The price they paid was the 
life of one of their own. The cop-
killer was wounded in the ensuing 
battle and is now facing a murder 
charge. The way the system works, 
if he’s convicted and sentenced to 
death he’s likely to spend the rest 
of his natural life behind bars. Cpl. 

In the Line of Duty
Nix wasn’t as fortunate; he 
suffered the death penalty 
instantly. 
   His family and friends will 
have to deal with the pain 
and suffering of losing a 
loved one as they watch his 
killer receive all the benefits 
afforded him by a system 
which ludicrously refers to 
itself as, justice. I can’t help 
smirking when I hear people 
say that capital punishment doesn’t 
work. They are either pitifully 
naïve or suffering from a profound 
case of denial. When has capital 
punishment been administered the 
way it was designed? Every study 
involving criminal justice indicates 
that punishment should be swift and 
sure in order for it to have impact 
on the would-be criminal. Sure 
means when someone is sentenced 
to a penalty, that penalty will not be 
reduced. Swift means the penalty 
will be administered quickly. In a 
country that had not lost its sanity, 
this trial would take about a week 
and the murderer would be executed 
the day after a guilty verdict. After a 
few cases being handled thusly, we 
could soon determine whether or 

not capital punishment works. 
   A few months ago, in New York 
City, a young man was killed by 
police after leaving a suspected 
drug hangout in Queens. Based 
on prior information, a group of 
undercover cops watching a strip 
joint with a reputation for gun-
toting patrons had reason to believe 
they were in danger when they 
confronted four men as they were 
exiting the bar and entering an 
SUV. When one of the undercover 
cops identified himself as an officer, 
the car lurched forward as the driver 
tried to run him down. The officer, 
after calling upon the occupants to 
stop, fired upon them. His fellow 
officers, seeing the attack unfold, 
began firing too, killing the driver, 

Sean Bell. Although no gun 
was found in the car, witnesses 
and video footage confirm that 
a fourth man in the party fled 
the scene when shots were 
fired.  Mr. Bell and the other 
men with him all had arrest 
records for illegal possession 
of guns. One of them was 
an ex-con who had done a 
stretch for an armed robbery 
in which he shot the victim. 

Instead of viewing this as another 
case in which the police removed 
some bad guys from the streets, it 
became another political football 
for demagogues like Al Sharpton 
and Charles Barron, the city council 
member who could find racism in 
the color of his toothpaste. 
   Yes, Mr. Bell was black and the 
officer, whose bullet killed him, is 
white. (If it had been the reverse, 
we wouldn’t hear a peep out of 
these low-life loudmouths.) The 
fact that the first shot was from a 
black cop’s gun had no impact on 
the decision by the 2 rabble rousers 
to proclaim that white cops go to 
work each day with one thought 
in mind, to kill black people. In 
typical knee-jerk fashion, the 

protests in the black community 
exerted pressure on the system, 
resulting in 3 cops being indicted 
by a Grand Jury. Incidentally, Mr. 
Bell, like Cpl. Nix, was engaged to 
be married, a fact that was seized 
upon by the protesters as some 
sort of aggravating factor in his 
death. However, we won’t see any 
protesters calling for an end to 
violence against the police. It’s as 
though dying in the line of duty is 
expected of a cop, while dying from 
a cop’s bullet, even if you tried to 
kill him first, is an outrage that must 
be prosecuted. 

 

Bob Weir is an accomplished 
writer having penned seven novels: 

“Murder in Black and White,” 
“City To Die For,” “Powers That 
Be,” “Ruthie’s Kids,” “Deadly To 
Love,” “Short Stories of Life and 
Death” and “Out of Sight.” Bob 

Weir is a contributing columnist to 
Yonkers Tribune and Westchester 

Times Tribune. . 
BobWeir777@aol.com.

By Joe Klock, Sr.
 
   Two early alerts for those 
readers who got beyond the 
title of this bit of literary fluff: 
   First off, you won’t find 
that hyphenated word in your 
Funk & Wagnalls. (Early 
aside: Why does that pairing of 
names sound indecent to me?) 
   Secondly, this will not be a 
scholarly treatise on philosophy, 
because under my thin veneer of 
familiarity with that subject lies 
nothing but an even thinner veneer, 
then a vast cavity of ignorance. 
   I do know, though (okay, because 
I looked it up in my own F&W) 
that a non-hyphenated dogmatic 
philosophy is one that says, in 
plain talk, “this here is where it’s 
at and everythin’ else jest ain’t.” 
   That attitude is the backbone 
of hidebound political partisans, 
rigid religionists, TV talking 
heads, barroom oracles, dictators, 
demagogues, rockheads, bullies, 
bloviaters, blowhards, bullscatters, 
bosses (as opposed to leaders) 
and militant college students. 
Several of these categories, 
I realize, are duplicative. 
   My hyphenated hybrid word 

A Few Observations on Dog-Matic Philosophy
came about whilst pondering the 
more desirable characteristics of 
man’s (and woman’s) best friend. 
   I write what follows at the risk 
if annoying the feline fanciers 
among my readers, but dogs top 
the list of America’s favorite pets, 
despite the fact that they must be 
bathed, babysat, promenaded and 
- if one cares about one’s neighbors 
- supervised during poop walks. 
   Although, in infancy, kitties and 
puppies are equally appealing, I 
side with the view of the late Ogden 
Nash: “The trouble with a kitten is 
that eventually it becomes a cat.” 
   Typically, dogs gravitate toward 
masters, whom they serve with 
unswerving loyalty and a boundless 
desire to please, while cats develop 
human staff, whom they instruct 
in humility and subservience and 
for whom they would more likely 
recite a Shakespearian sonnet than 
so much as fetch a stick. (Sci-fi 
writer Robert A. Heinlein wisely 
noted that “women and cats will 
do as they please; men and dogs 
should relax and get used to it.”)  
   (Spare me, please, the 
indignant mail. This is, after 
all, an opinion column, wherein 
my personal punditry prevails 

- at least momentarily.) 
   In my musings, I concluded that 
our troubled nation - planet, in fact - 
might be a better place if we emulated 
the canine philosophies and some 
of their behavior patterns, to wit: 
   They love their friends 
unconditionally and bite only their 
enemies. They quickly forgive 
loved ones who hurt them and fully 
forgive inconsiderate behavior. 
They listen with rapt attention to 
others, even when they haven’t the 
foggiest idea of what’s being said. 
They wag their tails instead of their 
tongues and lick their own wounds. 
They fiercely defend their turf 

against illegal intruders (Sinators 
and Reprehensibles please note!) .  
   Dogs eat only until they’ve had 
enough and then they stop. They 
don’t stand when they can sit, sit 
when they can lie down or miss any 
opportunity to nap. When something 
they want is buried somewhere, 
they dig tirelessly until it has 
been uncovered. When a person 
is obviously distressed, they shut 
up, sit close by and nuzzle them. 
They recognize the invisible sign 
we all wear that reads, “Make Me 
Feel Important.” (As Dave Barry 
memorably put it, “You can say any 
foolish thing to a dog and the dog 
will give you a look that says, ‘Wow, 
you’re absolutely right. I never 
would have thought of that!’” ) 
   I realize that dogs are not without 
shortcomings, such as licking one’s 
face after slaking their thirst in the 
commode, chewing satin slippers, 
publicly nosing pubic areas and the 
(male only) urge to simulate hanky-
panky on any available human calf. 
   They also have inexplicable habits, 
like the exclusively male practice of 
peeing on the installment plan and 
the unisex custom of turning around 
1-3 times before lying down. 
   I seek here only to make the case 

that if we humans modeled some 
of our behaviors and attitudes 
on the dog-matic philosophy, we 
would dramatically reduce the 
levels of crime, violence, greed, 
anger and other societal pestilences 
that plague our existence.  
   As to traditional dogmatic 
philosophy, two thought-
provoking quotations come to 
mind, both from humorists:  
   James Thurber said that, “If I 
have any beliefs about immortality, 
it is that certain dogs I have 
known will go to heaven, and very 
few people I have known will.” 
   And Mark Twain added, “If there 
are no dogs in heaven, then when I 
die I want to go where they went.” 
   All that said, my guess, albeit 
inexpert, is that the cats will make 
it there first.

 

Freelance wordworker Joe Klock, 
Sr. (joeklock@aol.com) is a winter 

Floridian who summers in New 
Hampshire. 

More of his “Klockwork,” is at
 www.joeklock.com.

By Jason Gooljar

   During the summer of ‘06, the 
residents of Greenburgh, NY, and 
Westchester County itself, got word 
that a local theater, a neighbor of  
thirty four years,  would be closing 
its doors. It was difficult for me to 
believe that the Fine Arts Cinema 
on Central Avenue was being forced 
out of business by the escalating 
costs demanded for it to remain on 
Central Avenue. Though I never 
actually visited the theater, and I 
do feel guilty about that, I knew 
many people who did so often. 
One of the last films I remember 
them showing was the academy 
award winning documentary An 
Inconvenient Truth featuring former 
Vice President Al Gore. When first 
released, hardly any of the corporate 
owned chain cinemas in the county 
were showing the documentary; 
the independent Jacob Burns Film 
Center, in Pleasantville, and the Fine 
Arts Cinema, in Greenburgh, did.  
    Locally, here in Hartsdale, we 
also learned that our local Barnes & 
Noble Bookstore would also close 
due to the high cost of rent; as well 
as alleged concerns over specific 
disrepair to the edifice in which 
they were housed.  I’ve also heard 
of alleged difficulties encountered 
by the nation’s first Carvel ice 
cream store, in maintaining 
its presence in its Hartsdale 
location. Should this landmark 
be allowed to close, it would be 
a major loss to the community.  
    These closures got me thinking 
about the businesses based in the 
area and the impact their presence 
has upon our communities. The 
thought process also had me 
thinking of the chain store versus 
independent ownership paradigm 
of regional retail businesses. 
   Many would mourn the closure 
of the Barnes & Noble Bookstore in 
Hartsdale; it is however, a nationwide 
chain store with locations in White 
Plains and Yonkers. I humbly 
suggest that for them, it did not 
really matter whether they opened 
or closed one location or another. 
They had no ties to the community 
of Hartsdale; whatever revenue loss 
would be revealed by the closure 
of the Hartsdale property was 
certain to have been studied prior 
to its closure, and likely would be 

The Chains on the Local Economy
compensated by the increased sales 
of the other Westchester County 
stores.  The Hartsdale store had 
been there for a few decades; but 
that seemed to have little bearing 
over its demise. Increased costs 
were the decisive factors. 
   Many of us spent lots of time in 
that bookstore; we called it a third 
place, meaning a place people 
would visit, often to unwind - a 
place other than work or domicile. 
We embraced a corporate owned 
book store chain and made it part of 
Hartsdale. Now we remain with the 
question of why an independently 
owned bookstore/café has not taken 
hold in our midst?  What’s stopping 
someone from opening up one now?  
    One of the major issues confronting 
a small independent business is the 
high cost of operation. When chain 
stores come into a neighborhood 
it is extremely hard to compete 
with them because they have many 
advantages which contribute to them 
being able to lower their overhead 
and lower the price of their goods 
and services. How can a locally 
owned and operated bookstore 
compete with a Barnes & Noble, or 
Borders, when their buying power 
is used to purchase items in bulk, 
and at lower costs? This clout of 
their buying power allows them 
to sell new releases for  dollars 
less.  In time, such operations can 
become so powerful that they can 
sell items at ever lower prices, 
satisfying the consumer in the short 
term, straining competitors to keep 
up with the competition.  They have 
even arrived at dictating to suppliers 
what products will be sold, and for 
how much, and exclusively, at that. 
This is why outsourcing among 
suppliers has really taken off; it 
further reduces costs. 
   As a global chain Wal-Mart has 
items that they can often sell at 
or below cost! They have items 
that they call “loss leaders”. In a 
hypothetical, customers could buy 
a tube of toothpaste by which the 
corporation may take a loss, but 
could compensate for that loss by 
another item in which the margins 
are profitable. This marketing ploy, 
could produce, if so employed, to 
drive other local local stores out 
of business, because they cannot 
afford such loss leaders; they 
don’t have items that have enough 

wide margins to compensate for 
such loss leaders. Of concern is 
if the consumer is best served by 
the immediacy of items priced 
so enticingly that they can drive 
competitors out of the marketplace, 
leaving the strongest behind with 
no competitors. Will the most fit 
operation now raise prices knowing 
that they hold sway over a community 
with none to challenge them? 
   Of course they can always 
raise prices once the competition 
is gone or keep them as “loss 
leaders”. Don’t forget your  
   When I look at the Village of 
Hartsdale, near our Metro-North 
Railroad station; I’m happy to see 
that many of our small businesses 
are able to hold on. We have a mix 
of chain and independent stores. 
Although I was sorry that our IGA 
grocery store could not afford the 
rent and left, we gained some new 
stores in its place, like a fish and 
vegetable store. What concerns me 
is that the chains may eventually 
force out some of the smaller stores. 
For example we have an Eckerd’s 
chain pharmacy which directly 
competes with a local pharmacy. It 
also competes with the photography 
store, because Eckerd also develops 
film. Not to mention that Eckerd also 
sells a small selection of grocery 
and household items which can 
compete with others, too. We once 
had a local pharmacy on the Four 
Corners that was bought out by the 
Duane Reade’s, another pharmacy 
chain. I don’t want smaller stores 
bought out or forced to close. At the 
train station we have a Starbucks, 
the world famous coffee chain, but 
I sure wish we had an independent 
coffee house instead. In the Village 
of Scarsdale, Katzenberg Cafe is 

now closed, and a Starbucks has 
opened in its place. In White Plains 
there was a Sassarino Cafe and a 
Java Bean who are now closed, 
likely because of the competition 
felt from Starbucks and the B &N 
Café, ironically it serves Starbucks 
brand coffee, which serves coffee 
and espresso. I like coffee and 
the mocha lattes, but that does 
not mean I want one corporation 
selling them everywhere. Yet, here 
I am forced to frequent these places 
because there aren’t independent 
choices to patronize. There once 
was an independent bookstore on 
Main Street that has since closed 
due to the overwhelming shadow of 
Barnes & Noble in the White Plains 
City Center. 
   The restaurants I’ve mentioned, 
and those similar, no matter how 
successful,  insufficiently draw 
enough patrons to what could be 
a more vibrant local main street in 
any  village, town, or city where 
the diversity of businesses able to 
survive.  I would not be surprised if 
the chain restaurants will eventually 
drive them out of business, depleting 
the diversity and community out of 
the area.
   The reasons for supporting 
independent small businesses are 
numerous. For one, they bring 
variety. After a while you will 
get tired of having the same thing 
everywhere you go! You will get 
tired of seeing the same cookie-
cutter-like, homogenized model of 
a chain store, no matter if you are 
in Larchmont or the Upper East 
Side! Secondly, the independents 
are more closely entwined with the 
community as a whole. They pay 
their fair share of taxes that support 
the local infrastructure and the 
schools, as opposed to the chains 
who often skirt their fiduciary 
responsibilities by shifting their 
profits offshore to avoid the IRS. 
The chains exploit the commons 
but don’t pay to play, they are 
stealing plain and simple. Local 
businesses are also more likely 
to donate and contribute to local 
causes and charities than the chains 
do. Lastly, local businesses are 
going to put their earnings back 
into the local economy by buying 
their goods and services from other 
local merchants. The corporations 
have no need to do this. Once the 

money comes in, it is swept out to 
the main office in some other state.  
   As an example, many people in 
Yonkers familiar with the Ridge 
Hill development project, want 
the development for the promised 
creation of jobs. I ask, what kind of 
jobs are to be created? Will they be 
minimum wage jobs, or living wage 
positions? Or are they jobs that pay 
six, seven, or eight dollars an hour. 
Truthfully, anything below a living 
wage is insufficient to meeting the 
high cost of living in Westchester 
County. Did you know that most 
employees at many of the Big Box 
stores rely on public assistance and 
Medicaid? If the job is not going 
to allow an employee to get out of 
poverty, what good is it? Isn’t it 
time that we break the chains that 
bind us?
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the governor’s budget, we don’t 
yet know precisely how much.  
They always do that, just as the 
City Council does.  The add-
ons justify their labors, and help 
them get re-elected.  The problem 
is that Governor Spitzer started 
too high, proposing an increase 
between two and three times 
the rate of inflation.  He added 
billions of dollars for education, 
with no reasonable plan to spend 
the money more productively than 
the tens of billions that now go to 
schools, many of which are failing.    
   WED: The New York State 
budget for the new fiscal year 
has just been agreed upon by the 
powers that be (who are the same 
as the powers that were for the last 
dozen years, except for Spitzer 
replacing Pataki).  The budget is 
better than it could have been but 
far from what it should have been. 
   THU: The New York State 
budget may or may not have been 
agreed to by the three men in a 
room.  Although agreement in 
principle on a compromise budget 
was reached Tuesday evening, 
Some details remain to be 
settled, and as you should 
know, “God is in the details!” 
   WED: The Times reports, on 
B1, LAWMAKERS IN ALBANY 
NEAR DEAL ON BUDGET, 
Danny Hakim and Nicholas 
Confessore wrote: “In a major 
step toward passing a state budget 
by the April 1 deadline, Gov. 
Eliot Spitzer and state legislative 
leaders agreed Tuesday night to 
add at least $850 million to his 
proposed budget and appeared to 
have resolved the main issues that 
divided them.  The deal involved 
several key concessions by the 
governor to Senate Republicans!” 
   WED and THU: Trapped between 
the desire to adopt a budget by the 
Constitutionally-mandated April 1 
deadline, (although the budget had 
come in late for 18 of the last 20 
years) and the unwillingness of both 
houses to go along with the budget 
the governor proposed, on January 
29, the decision was made to resolve 
the issue by compromise, rather 
than each side standing firm and 
failing to reach a timely agreement. 
    WED: That decision by Governor 
Spitzer was correct.  Not going 
along would have dragged the 
budget impasse out for months, 
consequently precluding the 
legislature from dealing with other 
issues.    The end result would have 
been much the same, considering 
the relative strength of the parties to 
the perennial parties to the dispute. 
   THU: Governor Spitzer can only 
go so far in accepting increases in 
his budget.  The changes must be 
perceived as reasonable and not 
disproportionate. For example, if 
the Assembly added  $600 million, 
or 0.5 %.  The Senate addition is 
disputed: Spitzer’s staff says it is 
$3.4 billion, the Senate staff on 
dollars and the Senate tacked on 
another two billion to the governor’s 

Three Days of Talks in Albany in Effort to Meet April 1st Deadline Adds 
Billion(s?) to State Budget

$120.6 billion budget, then 
a settlement at $1.5 billion 
would not be a victory for 
the governor.  A settlement 
at $500 million would be.  
An intermediate result 
would likely be seen as a 
reasonable compromise.  
Note:  Understand that 
this discussion has nothing 
to do with the merits of 
the budget increases.  
   WED and THU: The 
essence of the budget is that 
the Governor submitted 
a high budget, with a 
7.6% spending increase 
over last year, twice the 
rate of inflation.  The 
Assembly added hundreds 
of millions of dollars to 
the budget for school and 
hospital employees, and 
the Republican Senate 
was even more generous, 
adding additional 
hundreds of millions to 
the Assembly version. 
   WED and THU: This confused 
some people who believe that the 
Republicans, normally considered 
more conservative than the 
Democrats, would support smaller 
budgets.  However, the alliance 
between the Republicans, hospital 
managers and unions, and Long 
Island school boards, groups that seek 
more state funding, has transformed 
historic ideological stances into 
pragmatic political positions. 
   WED:  The Citizens Budget 
Commission is a centrist research 
and public policy organization 
which is known for its studies 
on city and government and its 
moderate attitude toward public 
Its expenditures (you cannot spend 
what you do not have, and you 
cannot lie about the figures). Its 
president is Diana Fortuna, a skilled 
professional and alumna of the city’s 
Office of Management and Budget. 
CBC found modest improvements 
in the budget but concluded that 
“the spending increases for next 
year are simply too high.  The deal 
will increase state funds spending 
this year by about 9 percent, more 
than three times the projected rate 
of inflation.  This rate of growth is 
unsustainable in a state that already 
has the highest combined state and 
local tax burden in the country.” 
   THU: In an interview with Jacob 
Gershman of the Sun, Ms. Fortuna 
was critical of the budget process.  
“At this point, all the information 
is just terrible.  We won’t know 
for days what the numbers really 
are.  We are back to the situation 
where people were arguing over 
how much there was to spend 
and turning their attention to the 
question of how to spend it.”   Later 
in his article, Gershman asked 
whether “the governor’s desire to 
wrap up negotiations this week 
came at the cost of transparency 
and clarity in the budgeting process. 
   THU: The Times, in two 
articles this morning, enlightens 
us on the maneuvering in  
Albany. On B1, “STEAMROLLER” 

IN ALBANY LEARNS HOW TO 
CONCEDE, BY Michael Cooper 
and Danny Hakim.  On B3, IN 
DARK ON BARGAINING, 
AND EXPERIENCED IN THE 
FRUSTRATIONS OF BUDGET 
consists of interviews with 
legislators who know as little as 
you are I do as to what is going on. 
   The Post takes the gloves off (not 
that they ever wore them) in two 
stories and an editorial.  At the top 
of p2, HOSPS BIG WINNERS IN 
STATE BUDGET WAR, by
Kenneth Lovett and Fredric U. 
Dicker, beneath that article appears 
“GOV. STEAMROLLED INTO 
A BIG SOFTEE,” a  column 
by Dicker, whose lede reads:  
Gov. Steamroller has become Mister 
Softee this week as plunging poll 
numbers, Republican recalcitrance 
and the approaching April 1 budget 
deadline forced Eliot Spitzer 
to change himself into George 
Pataki.-  The column is tastefully 
illustrated with a headshot of the 
governor wearing on his head a 
cup of what appears to be vanilla 
frozen custard, and a red and white 
Mister Softee bowtie below his 
jutting jaw.  The editorial on p34, 
NOTHING’S CHANGED, begins 
“Well, that didn’t take long.” 
“Eighty-seven days, to be exact.” 
“The governor who swept into office 
on a pledge to ‘change everything’ 
about Albany, has managed 
to change “virtually nothing.” 
“Gov. Steamroller got squashed.”
“The plan is a spending riot.” 
“There is no real tax relief for anyone.” 
“Schools will be bathed in cash, 
getting an extra $7 billion over 
four years; even as New York 
already spends far more per student 
than almost every other state.” 
“Future-year budgets get thrown 
out of whack: the Citizens Budget 
Commission says that, at this 
rate, Albany will be $4.5 billion 
short of cash in just 18 months.” 
A contrary view is expressed in 
today’s Daily News editorial: 
GOV DELIVERS FOR THE 
KIDS.  Here are the two lede 

paragraphs and the closer: 
“Gov. Spitzer’s handshake budget 
deal with the Legislature marks 
a historic shift in state priorities; 
putting the brakes on out-of-
control Medicaid spending while 
investing heavily in the public 
schools that deserve help.”  
“If lawmakers stick to the bargain 
as outlined, New York City 
schoolchildren will reap a bonanza 
of state aid; enough to reduce 
class sizes, hire better teachers, 
buy spiffy new computers and 
textbooks and make and make 
the many other improvements 
Mayor Bloomberg has planned!” 
“Bruno got nowhere near the extra $3 
billion he sought, but he got enough 
to make this budget uncomfortably 
plump.  In fact, Spitzer had to trim 
his property tax relief proposal 
to accommodate lawmakers’ 
demands for spending; a fact of 
which Bruno should be ashamed.”  
   Newsday supported the governor 
in its editorial: THUMBS UP 
FOR BUDGET: Spitzer Won Key 
Reforms, but NY Must Pay a Price 
for Higher State Spending.  The lede: 
“At least it’s a start “ a reasonable 
start.
“True, the tentative state budget 
deal is more than the state can 
afford.  It was cobbled together 
behind closer doors, so it’s hard 
to tell just how much it will add 
to future deficits.  And most of the 
new money added to Gov. Eliot 
Spitzer’s initial plan was a sop 
“to the state’s wealthiest and most 
powerful special interests.”
“But New Yorkers should hold their 
nose (sic) with one hand and give the 
deal a thumbs-up with the other!” 
FRI: A BUDGET DEAL 
IS ANNOUINCED, 
MINUS DETAILS 
Negotiations Were Inscrutable, Even 
for Albany. Times, B5, by Cooper 
and Hakim, “Gov. Eliot Spitzer 
and legislative leaders agreed 
behind closed doors to double the 
number of charter schools in the 
state to 200 and create a fund of 
more than a half-billion dollars for 

stem cell research, officials 
said late Thursday night. 
   “In what many Albany 
watchers regarded as 
a vintage performance 
in a Capitol (that’s the 
building) long known 
for secrecy, the governor 
held a news conference to 
reveal that he would not 
reveal the details of the 
private budget agreement 
he worked out during 
marathon negotiations 
with the legislative leaders.  
But he did say that he 
was now confident of 
passing a budget before the 
state’s April 1 deadline.”  
   FRI: . SPITZER 
WINS A VICTORY ON 
CHARTERS, 100 New 
Schools to Be Allowed 
Under Budget Deal in 
Albany, Sun news story 
by Jacob Gershman.  
p1, Lede: “In a victory 
for Governor Spitzer, 

lawmakers are poised to approve 
an expansion in the number of 
charter schools in the state...” 
 
   SPITZER’S HOLE IN THE 
POCKET, Sun column by Kent 
Gardner and Erika Rosenberg, 
p9.  Lede:  “It is easier to be frugal 
when you’re broke.  This principle 
applies just as well to government 
as it does to your teenager.
   “While the state budget is still 
on a glide path to disaster, this 
year we have some extra change 
jingling in our pockets and the 
temptation to spend it proved 
irresistible to the three politicians 
who make these decisions...” 
   What follows is a thoughtful 
discussion of New York State’s fiscal 
problems, which the authors believe 
the budget now being approved 
does nothing to resolve.  The 
column is well worth printing out 
and reading when you have the 
time..  The writers are president 
and senior research associate 
at the Center for Governmental 
Research, based in Rochester. 
THE EDUCATION OF ELIOT 
SPITZER, Sun editorial, 
p8  “Governor Spitzer is certainly 
getting an education in Albany.  
Even the newspapers that endorsed 
him to lead the state are calling the 
self-proclaimed steamroller things 
like Governor Softee.  The New 
York Post, which endorsed him in 
florid terms, ran a picture of him as 
an ice cream cone.  It reckons that 
his budget plan is a “spending riot” 
with “no real tax relief for anyone” 
and schools “bathed in cash and 
future-year budgets out of whack.”  
It says that he’s failed on schools 
and hospitals and most importantly, 
failed to “fix Albany’s broken 
culture.”  Its own hopes -- come day 
88 -- the  Post says are “fading.”  
“Our own reaction to Mr. Spitzer’s 
predicament is a bit different....” 
In the rest of the editorial, which 
you can link to above, the Sun cuts 
the governor something of a break, 
but the editorial concludes: “We 

have little doubt that the governor 
would make new friends, ones he 
wouldn’t have to double cross to get 
the things he says he wants.”   We 
should only hope the governor will 
read and listen to the Sun’s advice. 
   FRI   Post editorial, p32, 
ELIOT, OVERWHELMED.  
(The Post resumes its assault 
on the governor it supported in 
November.  Although we feel 
their argument is overstated, the 
editorial is a forceful and articulate 
essay.  You can link to the full text, 
which is written in the traditional 
Post style. The editorial begins:  
“Who’d have thunk it?  Eliot 
Spitzer is making George 
Pataki look like Gary Cooper. 
“Doubt it? 
“Just compare what each 
accomplished in their first 
few months in office -- most 
especially their first budgets. 
“Sure, Pataki later morphed 
into spinelessness.  But he 
started with a backbone. 
“The present governor? 
“All talk.
“No walk...”
   As far as the secrecy goes, that 
is in fact the only way to negotiate 
seriously, in private.  Some idealists 
believe that staging t arguments 
about money in a Roman forum 
will produce better outcomes.  In 
fact, such a spectacle would never 
result in agreement. When interests 
conflict, neither side can sell out (or 
gracefully retreat) in public, and in 
consequence the proceedings would 
end in paralysis.  You could forget 
April 1 as a deadline; that is when 
the budget season would be about 
to begin.  The reformers are right 
in most cases, gerrymandering, 
financial integrity, equal staffing, 
full disclosure, restricting outside 
employment, etc., there are, 
however, a few things best not done 
in public,  that is why rooms have 
doors. Serious financial negotiations, 
like settlement conferences in 
lawsuits, are intrinsically private.  
   IOHO (In our humble opinion); 
we cite Rule 30-T:  The truth lies 
somewhere in between.   The result 
was the best deal the governor could 
get under the circumstances, and it 
was better than the interminable fight 
that would have ensued if the April 
1 deadline had been missed.   He 
did not sell out any more than was 
necessary to make the deal, and he 
got some good things in return, like 
more charter schools. The problem 
was that he started too high, but 
what do young idealists know about 
playing poker.  In fact, Senator 
Bruno retreated from his bargaining 
position far more than the governor 
did, but the senator’s position was 
deliberately more outlandish when 
he entered the bizarre bazaar. 
   Let’s do it better next year.

Mr. Stern is president of New York 
Civic (www.NYCivic.org) and a 

blogger on public issues. 
He was New York City’s Parks 
Commissioner for fifteen years 

under Mayors Koch and Giuliani.

OSSINING, NY -- Hudson Fusion, 
an integrated marketing firm, 
recently became a certified Women 
Business Enterprise through the 
Empire State Development Division 
of Minority and Women’s Business 
Development.
The state certification program is 
designed to assist the growth and 
development of businesses owned 
and controlled by women and 
minorities. As a result, Hudson 
Fusion is officially recognized by all 
State agencies and most authorities 
as a bona fide women-owned 
business enterprise. The firm is 
listed in the “Directory of Certified 
Minority and Women-Owned 
Business Enterprises” which is used 
by State agencies, public authorities, 
federal government, and major 
corporations. With the certification, 
Hudson Fusion also has increased 
participation in New York State 
procurement opportunities.
   “This certification also allows us 
to be considered for work by larger 
companies that value diversity in 
their supplier workforce,” said 
Kelley Briggs, Executive Creative 
Director. “We value diversity, so it 
is gratifying to know that clients we 
seek do as well.”
   Briggs and Cindy Penchina,  
Executive E-Services Director, 

Hudson Fusion Become 
Certified

merged their former businesses, 
DesignWorks NY and Penchina 
Web Design, LLC, to form Hudson 
Fusion in January. The pair bring 
over three decades of combined 
marketing, graphic design and 
website development experience to 
their clients. 
   “We are excited about the 
advantages of this certification,” said 
Penchina. “Any added credentials 
that we receive at Hudson Fusion 
will directly benefit our clients as 
well.” 
   In order to be eligible for 
certification, a business must be at 
least 51 percent owned by citizens 
or permanent resident aliens 
who are women. The ownership 
interest must have and exercise the 
authority to independently control 
the business decisions of the 
enterprise.
   Hudson Fusion offer a full 
spectrum of marketing services 
including strategic planning, 
brand and corporate identity, 
website design, print collateral, 
search engine optimization, direct 
marketing and advertising. Hudson 
Fusion is located at 30 State Street 
in Ossining. They may be reached 
at 914.762.0900 or online at
 www.hudsonfusion.com.

Kelley Briggs, Executive 
Creative Director (left) 
and Cindy Penchina,  
Executive E-Services 

Director (right).

   One, we are in an attractive 
neighborhood, rich with choices for 
scenic strolls, shopping, houses of 
worship and public transportation.
   Two, we are in a city undergoing 
a major transformation; one 
that is producing scores of new 
destinations that will entertain, 
enlighten and enrich our residents.
   And three, we’re just a 20-minute 
car or private bus ride away from 
the heart of the best city in the world 
for eating, entertainment, museum 
and sight-seeing options.  What a 
pleasure it is to see a first-run show 
on Broadway, have a world-class 
pre-theater meal and be back in our 
quiet, peaceful neighborhood – and 
in less travel time than it takes most 
New York City residents to get to 
and from Times Square.
   This brings new meaning to the 
phrase “having your cake and 
eating it, too.”
   The most obvious reason for our 
positive feeling about Yonkers is the 
air of excitement that is blanketing 
its 18 square miles.  Good things 
are happening, and exciting things 
are on the horizon.  This also 
explains why I am so excited about 
my recent appointment as executive 
director of Classic Residence by 
Hyatt in Yonkers.  The residence, 
Yonkers and I all have much to look 
forward to.   
   For example, the new Riverfront 
Library and its nearby Riverfront 
Esplanade have made for 
exceedingly delightful outings for 
our residents.  Participants in our 
trips to these sites have enjoyed the 
many reading and browsing options 
at the library, and they are very 
pleasantly surprised by the changes 
in the surrounding area.

   As a result, we’ve heard comments 
from the residents such as:
“Wow, this is not the way I remember 
downtown Yonkers.  I feel like Rip 
Van Winkle after his 20-year nap. 
It’s amazing how much progress 
has been made.”
 “I could easily spend hours enjoying 
the new library’s attractions.”
“This could be 
a great area for 
my family to 
live in.”
“I can’t wait to 
see what’s next 
for Yonkers.”
   In addition to 
economic growth 
and new jobs for 
Yonkers, “what’s 
next” promises 
a smorgasbord 
of choices for 
exciting Classic 
Residence by 
Hyatt outings.  
Included among 
the positive developments in our 
immediate future are:
The $650 million development 
project at Ridge Hill Village that 
will bring new stores, movie 
theatres and restaurants and housing 
to the city – and more possible trip 
destination sites for our residents.
   River Park Center and ballpark, 
which will bring minor league 
baseball here and accelerate the 
transformation of downtown 
Yonkers.
   The renovation of the Cross 
County Shopping Center, resulting 
in new stores for the site and a more 
attractive shopping location for us.
   Economic development projects 
such as iPark Metro, Station Plaza, 
35 Hudson Street and the Trolley 

Barn.
Additional enhancements at 
Yonkers Raceway’s Empire City, 
which is now offering fine dining, 
harness racing and exciting gaming 
machines.
   Yonkers Pier and Ferry Service.
   In addition, we’re thrilled to be a 
member of the Yonkers Chamber of 

Commerce and 
the opportunities 
this generates 
for us in terms of 
developing new 
contacts in the 
city and learning 
of additional 
ways for Classic 
Residence by 
Hyatt to link its 
residents to the 
community – 
and vice-versa.
   With close to 
700 members in 
the organization, 
the Chamber 

gives us a good sense of what 
is happening in the city – plus 
countless sources of additional 
information.  It also paves the way 
for us to be a positive force for 
change and a good neighbor.
   For example, when we recently 
purchased new chairs for our dining 
room, our knowledge of the city 
enabled us to give the 150 chairs we 
were replacing to one of the senior 
centers operated by the Office of 
Aging Services in Yonkers.  We 
look forward to making similar 
gifts of furniture, computers, office 
equipment, etc., in the future.
We’re also especially interested in 
creating intergenerational activities 
so that young people can learn 
from the first-hand experiences 

of older adults who have lived 
through historic times currently 
being studied in area grade schools, 
high schools and colleges.  I invite 
school administrators throughout 
the city to call Sue Lobel, our 
director of community relations, 
at 914-709-1234, to explore ways 
in which students can benefit from 
the wisdom and experiences of our 
residents.  Conversely, we also will 
be receptive to requests for having 
some of our residents share insights 
at local schools.
   Classic Residence by Hyatt is 
already active in local education 
through our granting of scholarships 
to 20 Yonkers teenagers each year 
through our 15-year commitment to 
an Investing in Youth Scholarships 
program.  We look forward to 
continued close ties with educators 
and students in the city.  
   And finally, we see our surrounding 
area as a good source of employees.  
Individuals interested in part or 
full-time employment with Classic 
Residence by Hyatt are encouraged 
to call 914-709-1234 and ask for 
our Human Resources Department.
   Yonkers has been an outstanding 
host city for us; we want to continue 
being a contributing member of 
the community and effective force 
for positive change.  Additionally, 
we’re also mindful that Yonkers has 
the fastest growing adult population 
in Westchester County.  It is good for 
us to have more people in Yonkers 
know about Classic Residence by 
Hyatt’s services, amenities and 
commitment to an active, healthy 
and enjoyable life in our luxury 
independent and assisted living 
apartments – and it’s good for the 
people who will be assessing their 
housing options in the future.

Working with Our Community
from pg. 1
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Automotive

By Roger
 Witherspoon 
      When the sky is clear, the road 
is empty and the speedometer is 
well past 100 you can get away 
from Tony Soprano and his Mob 
by racing through the hills and 
woodlands of northern New Jersey.
      But the deer are another matter.
      The four legged thugs, with 
and without horns, are responsible 
for taking down about 1,000 cars a 
month in the Garden State, which is 

far more than Soprano’s Jersey Boys 
ever did. Still, the tanned pests tend 
to be nocturnal marauders. So I was 
not expecting to round a slightly 
banked curve on a wide open 
highway in a Mercury Milan and 
find one of Bambi’s more arrogant 
running buddies staring me down in 
the outer lane.
      He lowered his head as if to 
fight, but it was not clear if he would 
stand his ground and leave room for 
me to drive around him, or bolt for 

the woods.  At 
110 miles an 
hour the distance 
between the car 
and the antlers 
closed rapidly, 
and there wasn’t 
a lot of time for 
contemplation. 
I swerved left, 
diving towards 
the inside of 
the curve as the 
horned idiot 
lunged for the 
car. The 17-inch 
wheels gripped 
the pavement 
as the Milan’s 
traction control 
compensated for 
the competing 
forces on each 
wheel and 
enabled the car 
to overcome its 
own momentum 

and charge down-lane and past 
Bambi’s badder brother, who rattled 
his horns uselessly in my dust.
      The Milan is billed as the 
antidote to the mid-sized sedan 
blahs, and with or without help from 
a member of Bambi’s Crew it lives 
up to its billing as a sporty, stylish, 
comfortable, well-appointed road 
runner. It is in a difficult division, 
competing with the Toyota Camry, 
Honda Accord and Ford Fusion. But 

it has its own 
sense of style 
and a level of 
per formance 
which would let 
it run well with 
that automotive 
pack.
      F o r d ’ s 
M e r c u r y 
division likes 
to bill the 
Milan as an 
a l t e r n a t i v e 
to the mass 
market brands 
– which is 
corporate spin 
for the fact 
that they don’t 
sell as many. 
But there is a 
different sense 
of style which 
sets the Milan 
apart from the 
others.
      For style, 

Shifting Gears: Meandering in a Mercury Milan
the Milan has 
a sharp edged 
looked which is 
distinct, though 
not aggressive, in 
keeping with its 
intended appeal 
to upwardly 
mobile young 
p ro fess iona l s . 
That angular 
look sets it apart 
from the flowing 
lines of its main 
c o m p e t i t o r s . 
From its dual 
headlights and 
chrome waterfall 
grill to the stubby 
rear the Mercury 
Milan is its 
own statement. 
Underneath, however, the chassis 
of the Milan is the same as that used 
for its corporate cousins, the Ford 
Fusion and Ford Edge, the Lincoln 
MKZ and the Mazda 6.
      Under the hood, the Milan has 
a 3.0-liter V-6 engine pumping out 
221 horsepower, which is more 
than enough to propel the light 
sedan to 125 miles an hour and 
cruise at that level all day.  Its six-
speed transmission shifted quickly 
through its gears, without the 
hesitation often encountered in four-
speed or five-speed automatics.  It 
accelerated steadily, with no whine, 
no engine noise, no rattling and no 
torque pull to either side.
      Inside, the Milan is the low end 
of the Lincoln Mercury premium 
line, but it is not a cheap looking 
interior. It features two-toned 
leather seats which can be heated, 
but are manually adjusted. The seats 
in the rear fold 
down in a 60/40 
split, enlarging an 
already adequate 
trunk.  The 
leather steering 
wheel tilts and 
telescopes, and 
has fingertip 
controls for the 
e n t e r t a i n m e n t 
system. And the 
center cup holders 
are augmented by 
20-ounce bottle 
holders in each of 
the doors.
      The Milan’s 
two-toned dash 
and console 
are neatly set 
off by brushed 
aluminum chrome 
designed to add to 
its sporty feel.  The dash features an 
analog clock and has AM/FM and 
Sirius satellite radio, a six-disc, in-
dash CD and MP3 player and eight 

speakers capable of keeping any 
bass drummer happy.
      The Milan has a navigation 
system which is easy to use but, like 
the rest of the car, has an attitude. 
Most navigation systems host a 
friendly female robot who will give 
you directions and, if you deviate 
from the prescribed route, will 
quickly recalculate and direct you 
over a new route to your destination. 
But the lady in Milan’s navigation 
system dislikes being obeyed. 
      On a 100-mile trip from 
Philadelphia to New York City the 
prescribed route was characterized 
by bumper-to-bumper cars for about 
50 miles and the obvious thing to 
do was to get off that highway and 
look for another way home. To our 
surprise, Lady Milan announced 
that we were off the designated 
route – and then shut up. She would 
not speak to us again until we got 

back to the gridlocked roadway. 
      But a little attitude never 
hurt, particularly if you’re 
dodging Bambi in the boondocks.  

 2007 Mercury Milan AWD 
MSRP: $29,445
EPA Mileage: 19 MPG City   26 
MPG Highway
As Tested Mileage: 20 MPG 
Mixed 
Performance / Safety: 
3.0-Liter DOHC V-6 aluminum 
engine producing 221 horsepower 
and 205 pound-feet of torque; 6-
speed automatic transmission; 
all wheel drive; traction control; 
independent front suspension; multi-
link rear suspension; power rack 
and pinion steering; 4-wheel disc 
brakes; 17-inch, 4-spoke aluminum 
wheels;  halogen headlights and fog 
lamps; dual stage front airbags; side 
impact and side curtain airbags. 
Interior / Comfort: 
AM/ FM / Sirius satellite radio; 6-
disc, in-dash CD and MP3 player; 
Audiophile sound system with 6 
speakers; DVD-based navigation 

system; power sunroof; tilt and 
telescope steering wheel with 
fingertip audio controls.
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Save over 
$299 a year.

FiOS Internet 
and unlimited calling.

Call your friend 
about which movie 

to watch and 
download it before 

you hang up.

Yup. It’s that fast.

Movie downloads can take forever. But now with Verizon FiOS Internet, they don’t have to. Powered by 
fi ber optics, you can count on FiOS to deliver the fastest Internet speeds available. 

Go ahead. Stream video. Play games. Or check out your favorite blog. It’s easy with our supercharged 
20/5 Mbps package. And now when you add unlimited calling, you can save over $299 a year. 
Plus, Home Voice Mail, Caller ID and Call Waiting are included. You’ll also get a wireless router and 
professional installation at no extra cost. So why wait? Get up to speed with fi ber optics today.

Verizon FiOS. TV. Internet. Phone. From the most advanced fi ber-optic network straight to your home.

1-866-700-8365   verizonfi os.com/double

Verizon reminds you to always download legally.
Limited-time promotional offer expires 5/31/07. $64.99 per month bundle price point is available for fi rst 12 months only and requires purchase of FiOS Internet 20/5 Mbps service and Verizon Freedom EssentialsSM service. Customer must be new to Verizon FiOS Internet or upgrading service. $19.99 activation fee will apply to each FiOS Internet order. Annual commitment required. Beginning month 
13, bundle price will increase to sum of standard monthly service prices of Freedom Essentials and FiOS Internet 20 Mbps/5 Mbps service. FiOS Internet 20 Mbps/5 Mbps service will provide up to 20 Mbps downstream and up to 5 Mbps upstream connection speeds. If FiOS Internet service is cancelled between months 2 and 12, $69 early termination fee may apply, and router provided at no 
charge must be returned or $99.99 equipment fee applies. At the end of the promotional period, the monthly recurring charge will revert to the then-current monthly rates. Month-to-month packages are available. Offer for select customers and is nontransferable. Cannot be combined with other discounts or promotions. Savings based on bundle rate of $64.99 a month versus $49.99 a month for 
FiOS Internet 20 Mbps/5 Mbps service and $39.99 a month for Freedom Essentials if purchased individually.
Verizon FiOS Internet is provided by Verizon Online and is not available in all areas. Service availability subject to fi nal confi rmation by Verizon. Verizon installation required. Free installation includes main computer only (there will be an extra charge for all additional computers). Acceptance of Verizon Online Terms of Service is required.  Minimum system requirements apply. Equipment provided will be new 
or a fully inspected, tested and warranted return unit. Limited to one router provided at no charge per household per FiOS service, FiOS Internet and/or FiOS TV. The 30-day money-back guarantee applies to Verizon Online charges only. CAT5 or higher-grade inside wiring or existing RG59/RG6 coaxial cable is required. Only Web-based features of Verizon Yahoo! for FiOS are Macintosh® compatible. 
Software for MSN® Premium versions of Verizon FiOS is not Macintosh compatible. Connection speeds are between your location and the Verizon central offi ce serving your location. Actual download and upload speeds will vary based on numerous factors, such as the condition of wiring at your location, computer confi guration, Internet and network congestion, and the speed of Web site servers 
you access, among other factors. Speed and uninterrupted use of the service are not guaranteed. Current Verizon Online DSL customers who move to FiOS Internet will have their Verizon Online DSL permanently disabled after their FiOS conversion. Applicable taxes apply. Offer subject to change without notice. Verizon Freedom Essentials: With subscription to Verizon Freedom Essentials, you 
must retain Verizon as your local provider and Verizon Long Distance as your long distance provider. Verizon Freedom Essentials plan includes domestic direct-dialed calls only. Billing name and address must be the same on all Verizon accounts for charges to be on one bill. Customers must be authorized to make account changes to all accounts. Universal Service Fee, taxes and other charges apply. 
Tariffs apply to some services. Available only to residential customers in selected areas. Service not available in all areas or on all telephone lines and is subject to fi nal confi rmation of services by Verizon. Additional terms and conditions apply. Valid through 5/31/07. Other terms and conditions apply. Power for services provided on the Verizon FiOS network must be supplied by the customer. Customer 
is responsible for backup battery replacement. Backup battery does not supply power for Internet, VoIP or video services. In case of power failure, 911 service (except through VoIP) will be available until the backup battery expires. Certain telephones, answering machines and other telephone equipment not meeting industry standards may not work with service provided on the Verizon FiOS network. 
©2007 Verizon. All Rights Reserved.  VRZN-FIOS-N0157-A-DP-NY

www.verizonfios.com/double
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Digital Gaming • Sports • Travel

578 Nepperhan Ave, Yonkers, NY

Up to 16’ Ceiling Heights24/7 Acccess

HeightsRE.com (212) 317 - 1423 ext 682 or 625

ARTIST LOFTS  Available Starting at ONLY $400/mon
 (all utilities included)

Fourth Annual

OPEN Studios
Both Days: 12 Noon to 5pm

Saturday & Sunday
April 21 - 22, 2007

Bright Light, Huge Windows

YOHOartists.com
(212) 317-1423 ext YOH (964)

Buy Direct
Emerging Artists

“WVOX is the most 

honored community 

station in America ...” 

-Joseph A. Reilly, president 
      New York State Broadcasters 

The Voice of The Golden Apple 

One Broadcast Forum, New Rochelle, N.Y. 10801 (914) 636-1460 

leagues. James Madison Toy, of 
partial Indian ancestry played in 
the American Association League 
in that year as well as in 1890. Toy 
preceded Louis Sockalexis, the first 
officially acknowledged American 
Indian who competed for the 
Cleveland Spiders of the National 
League in 1897 until 1899. 
   Although Native Americans 
entered the world of professional 
baseball 50 years prior to African 
Americans, who competed in 
the Negro Leagues, until Jackie 
Robinson broke the color barrier by 
signing his minor league contract 
with Dodgers in 1945, there have 
been less than 50 Native Americans 
of full Indian ancestry to compete 
in the Major Leagues since 1897. 
   Charles Albert “Chief” Bender is 
the sole Native American elected to 
the Baseball Hall of Fame, although 
Jim Thorpe was perhaps the best-
known Native American player of 
the 20th century as he excelled in 
multiple sports.
There are, however, many well-
known Hall of Famers who are of 
part Native American ancestry such 
as Johnny Bench, Willie Stargell 
and Early Wynn. 
   At long last, the drought of notable 
Native American future hopefuls in 
MLB may be over. One of them can 
be found in the New York Yankees 
organization and the other in the 
organization of its rival, the Boston 
Red Sox. Right handed starting 
pitcher, Joba Chamberlain, was 
landed by the Yankees in the 2006 
draft, signed as a supplemental 
first-round pick and 41st overall. 
Chamberlain is a member of the 
Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska. 
After competing for two years for 
the University of Nebraska, having 
only started to play baseball as a 
senior in high school in Lincoln, 
Nebraska, Chamberlain led his 
team to the 2005 College World 
Series going 10-2 for the season 
with a 2.81 ERA. 
Now 21, Chamberlain has been 
clocked with a 98-mph fastball 
and has been favorably compared 
by physique, delivery and his 
portfolio of pitches to Cleveland 
Indians pitcher, C.C. Sabathia. 
Most important for the Yankees, is 
not to rush Chamberlain to the Big 
Show too early, as he has a history 
of weight and triceps tendonitis 
problems. He spent the winter in the 
Hawaiian Winter League where his 
progress continued, followed by an 
invite to Spring Training. Yet, it is 
his strong mental makeup which is 
central to his battling any problems 
which may arise along the way, 
according to the Yankees. Slated 
to start in A-ball at the beginning 
of 2007, Chamberlain could end 
the season as high as AAA, with a 
possible shot at making the Yankees 
rotation in 2008. 
   Another Native American star in 
the making spent Spring Training in 
Red Sox Nation. Jacoby Ellsbury, 
whose mother is of full Navajo 
descent and a member of the 
Colorado River Tribe, has taken his 
partial Native American heritage 
quite seriously. Ellsbury, signed 
by Boston in the first round of the 
draft in 2005 as the 23rd overall 
pick, is a left-handed outfielder 
who competed for Oregon State 
University where he was the 2005 
Pac-10 Conference Co-Player 

Native American Prospects Hold Key 
Between Past and Present

from pg. 1
of the year and an All Academic 
Honorable Mention. Ellsbury was 
ranked as the fastest base runner 
and 3rd best defensive outfielder of 
eligible college players in Baseball 
America’s Best Tools Survey for 
2005. 
   Ellsbury’s speed coupled with 
power to all fields, according to the 
Red Sox, most closely resembles 
Johnny Damon’s playing style and 
the hope is that he will at least 
spend part of the 2008 season at the 
major league level while becoming 
a regular starter in 2009. 
   And a recent former major 
leaguer, Bobby Madritsch, pitched 
for the Seattle Mariners in 2004 
and 2005 and was traded to the 
Kansas City Royals for the 2006 
season. Madritsch is of Lakota 
Sioux heritage. He recovered at age 
28 from reconstructive shoulder 
surgery when the Mariners signed 
him. Unfortunately, he re-injured 
his shoulder and tore his labrum 
in 2005 and the Royals eventually 
released him. Now 31, Madritsch 
has not elected another surgery 
but is still attempting a comeback 
in some organization with a minor 
league contract for 2007. Thus far, 
only the Philadelphia Phillies have 
shown any interest. 
   All three of these players have one 
commonality in addition to their 
Native American roots, however, 
and that is that they grew up off of 
the Indian reservation, regardless of 
their heritage. Ellsbury had limited 
time living at the Warms Springs 
reservation early in his childhood, 
where his mother is a special 
education teacher, but he grew up 
in Madras, Oregon. Chamberlain 
grew up in Lincoln, Nebraska and 
Madritsch, while born on an Indian 
reservation, was taken away when 
he was but 2 months old and raised 
amongst the rough neighborhoods 
of Chicago. 
   Key to their success, however, 
is that all three men assimilated 
into American life, unlike other 
Native American boys living on 
Indian reservations and thereby 
increased their odds for success 
later in life. Still, unbeknownst to 
most Americans, the reservations 
remain rife with poverty with a lack 
of general services. There exists a 
high school dropout rate of over 
40%, an unemployment rate of over 
60% and the poverty rate exceeds 
25%. Healthcare and education 
are under-funded while diabetes, 
obesity, alcohol and drug abuse 
are pervasive problems. And all of 
this remaining depravity is present 
in spite of the fact that the Indian 
Gaming Association touts that there 
are now  Indian gaming casinos in 
28 states which have proliferated 
over the past decade. 
   And the lack of participation 
in sports on either the collegiate 
or professional levels by Native 
Americans prevails. The overriding 
concept ingrained in Native 
American culture is that standing out 
for individual accomplishment is in 
direct conflict with the importance 
of functioning as a group. Enjoying 
success apart from the tribe is not 
rewarded but rather scorned. As 
such, athletes who leave and go 
on to have a modicum of success 
only return to the reservation to 
face criticism and rejection by 
family and friends. This is often too 
much to reconcile in the mind of an 

adolescent. 
Many Native American athletes 
additionally suffer from a bad rap 
by college coaches or professional 
scouts as well. Few coaches avail 
themselves to the talent on the 
reservations. Most are told, by 
the scant few who have actually 
approached Native American 
communities, that they will be let 
down by the Native American’s 
inability to successfully assimilate 
on the college or professional 
level. Moreover, coaches worry 
about academic eligibility of these 
prospective students.  
   Making the transition from a 
sheltered life on a reservation to a 
college campus requires basic life 
skills which are lacking without 
the proper guidance. And feelings 
of guilt about achieving success 
have led Native American athletes 
to deliberately sabotage his or her 
chances to thrive. They would 
rather go back to a depraved life 
that is familiar to them and be 
around family rather than vying for 
a better stake in life. 
   Not dissimilar to the lack of effort 
exhibited by MLB in its investment 
of players from the African 
American community, it as well as 
the universities routinely seek out 
players overseas rather than even 
approach potential which exists 
on Indian reservations. The idea is 
dismissed out of hand. But unlike 
the youth of the African American 
community, who generally long to 
escape a life of poverty and crime-
ridden neighborhoods, the Native 
American needs to be exposed to 
options in a way which can work 
in concert with their culture and 
customs, yet improve their lot in 
life. 
   Both Chamberlain and Ellsbury 
find themselves in unique positions, 
given the level of expectations for 
them on the big league level. And 
since they remain members of their 
respective tribes, they have the 
opportunity to foster a new dialog 
between MLB and the Native 
American community as well as to 
implore scouts and college coaches 
to not give up on their people. 
Therefore, it is ever more important 
that these two players by virtue of 
their climb to success at the major 
league level and beyond play a 
key role in introducing a whole 
new source of untapped talent of 
American boys, who just happen to 
live on a reservation. 
   “I think coaches might find out 
that the reservations contain some 
extraordinary athletes….It takes a 
special coach to bring them along, 
give them the security they need,” 
according to South Dakota State 
Representative, Ron Volesky, 
a member of the Lakota Sioux 
and a Harvard graduate. He too 
grew up primarily away from the 
reservation.  
But let us hope that the Native 
American population can give to 
those of their own heritage, who 
have been successful, the necessary 
access to its most important asset, its 
children, in that they have a chance 
for a better life, whether it be in 
sports or some other discipline.
   

Share you thoughts by directing 
your comments to 
dgrassi@cox.net.

ride that suspends you 100 feet off 
the ground, and reaches speeds up to 
45 mph. There’s rock climbing, hot 
air ballooning, hiking – something 
for everyone.  Just about now, 
you’re probably thinking – get me 
to a spa!  And Park City can do 
that.  There are several luxurious 
spas, a welcome retreat after biking 
or hiking some of the 325 miles 
of this city’s trails. After dinner, 
you may want to wind down with 
an evening of jazz or at one of the 
local dance clubs.  Park City boasts 
“There are no bedtimes here!”  
   The town hosts a spectacular 
bevy of summer festivals.  There’s 
the Sundance Institute Outdoor 
Film Festival (July 9-August 
17) with free outdoor screenings 
appropriate for all ages and held 
just after sunset on the grass in City 
Park.  Over 6,000 film watchers 
bring blankets and picnics, 
enjoying films under the stars.  
   The Park City Jazz Festival is 
held this year on August 24, 25 and 
26.  Celebrating its 10th anniversary, 
attendees can bring food and 
beverage and it becomes not just a 
festival but a genuine happening.  
   The 2007 Deer Valley Music 
Festival (July 21-August 18) has 
planned a Saturday Pops concert 
including Andrew Lloyd Webber 
and Friends on July 28 and Tony 
Bennett with the Utah Symphony 
Orchestra on August 4.  There 
will be a comic opera weekend, 
classical concerts and chamber 
music.  This is the only place in 
the world where you can wear 
shorts and sandals while gazing at 
the Rockies and listening to a great 
live performance.  Gourmet picnics 
and wine sipping are the norm.  
   The Big Stars, Bright Nights 
Summer Concert Series performers 
this year include Lyle Lovett with 
k.d.lang, Judy Collins, Amy Grant, 
and Vince Gill to name just a few. 
This series takes place from July 
14 through Labor Day weekend.  
   For art lovers, the 38th Annual 
Kimball Art Center Festival, the 
first weekend in August, elevates 

the art scene at 7,000 feet! All of the 
galleries are open to the public free 
of charge, and visitors can enjoy art 
exhibits, events and education at the 
Kimball Art Center.  Here are some 
fun facts: The Kimball Art Festival 
is showcasing 220 artists, 3 beer 
gardens, 30 live bands, dozens of 
arts and crafts at the Kimball Kids’ 
Corner, and finally, the longest 
running arts festival in the west!  
   Olympic Museum, at the Olympic 
Park is a fun place to visit.  On the 
site of the 2002 Winter Olympics, 
this museum is home to the Ski 
Hall of Fame, the Winter Games 
Museum, attractive retail shops and 
it highlights the history of all skiing 
disciplines through touch-screen 
displays, videos, and the virtual 
reality ski theatre.  Something here 
for the whole family.

Rising to the Challenge 
   There is a place in Park City 
that, in its own way, may just leave 
you as breathless as when you 
stumbled off the Ziprider.  It is 
called the National Ability Center.  
A non-profit organization, it is 
committed to the development of 
lifetime skills for individuals of 
all ages with orthopedic, spinal 
cord, neuromuscular, visual 
and hearing impairments.  Its 
summer programs include water 
skiing, cycling, canoeing, river 
rafting and horseback riding.  
   Meeche White, a woman with a 

vision to build self- esteem for the 
handicapped, founded the National 
Ability Center 20 years ago.  In 
1997, she was given the Utah 
Woman of Achievement Award, 
and is recognized and lauded by 
the International Paralympics 
Committee for her determination 
to help make athletes of all abilities 
achieve their best.  In May of 2006, 
she took Iraqi veterans who suffered 
catastrophic injuries rafting through 
the Grand Canyon. A visit to the 
National Ability Center, to see 
some of the participants involved 
in their programs, and perhaps have 
the chance to meet Meeche White 
herself, is an experience at once 
inspiring and profoundly moving.  
   Park City, Utah – a little city 
packing a wallop. A neat place to 
vacation! 

If You Go:
Hotels:
• The Canyons Grand Resort Hotel; 
www.thecanyons.com; 
Tel: 866-604-4170
• Goldener Hirsch Inn; 
www.goldenerhirschinn.com; 
Tel: 800-252-3373   
• Park City Marriott; 
www.parkcitymarriott.com; 
Tel: 800-754-3279 
• Olympic Park; 
www.olyparks.com; 
Tel:435-658-4200
Festivals:
• Kimball Art Center;
 www.kimball-art.org; 
Tel: 435-649-8882
• Big Stars, Bright Nights;
 www.ecclescenter.org; 
Tel: 435-655-3114
• Utah Symphony & Opera’s Deer 
Valley Music Festival
www.deervalleymusicfestival.org; 
Tel: 801-869-9021
• Sundance Institute; 
www.sundance.org; 
Tel: 435-658-3456
• Park City Jazz Festival;
 www.parkcityjazz.com; 
Tel: 435-940-1362 

Park City – Not Just for 
Skiing Anymore!
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By Cam Bock

   Playing a basketball 
game with LeBron 
James or Allen 
Iverson as if they were 
kids was thought to 
be impossible, but 
not anymore. With 
Backyard Sports 
new installment of 
“Backyard Basketball 
2007”, you can do 
just that. However, 
there are more reasons 
to buy Backyard 
Basketball 2007 (BB-
Ball) than just that 
fact alone. The game 
itself is great, having 
excellent graphics, 
control, and artificial 
intelligence.
   Backyard Basketball 
2007 is one of those 
games that once you 
take it out of the case 
you are immediately 
“into it”.  It is very 
easy to start a Season 
in BB-Ball. It took me 
less than five minutes to submit 
my name and play my first game. 
Even though I had no clue what I 
was doing, I still won and enjoyed 
it. The controls in BB-Ball are 
very simple and easy to learn. But 
if you are still not sure of what all 
the controls do, or you just can’t 
remember what they are, there is 
a selection on the main menu that 
tells you the all the controls.
   If you have a friend over or have 
a sibling you can play with, another 
option you have is to play a Quick 
Game. This is a game in which you 
each pick your teams and then you 
and your friend play one game. It is 
less complicated than starting a new 

Backyard Basketball 2007

season, but you cannot progress in 
the game by only playing Quick 
Games. 
   An even faster form of a Quick 
Play game is a “Tip Off”. A “Tip 
Off” is when you just hit the Start 
button at the main menu, and you 
begin playing a game right then 
and there. The game automatically 
chooses both team names and 
players. You cannot play a two-
player Tip Off; they are only for 
one player only. But just as with a 
Quick Game, you cannot progress 
in the game by playing “Tip Offs”. 
   To progress in BB-Ball, you play 
a season, and make sure you win. 
When you win, you will go over 
the stats of the game. If any of 

your players played 
exceptionally well in 
that game, for example 
making over 30 points 
in a game or making 10 
slam-dunks, you may 
unlock a “Goodie”. 
These are codes that can 
weaken ball gravity, let 
you make longer shots, 
and other aids that will 
help you win.
   BB-Ball has amazing 
graphics. When 
playing, I could clearly 
see the lines on the 
court, the players and 
there jerseys, and even 
facial expressions. The 
artificial intelligence in 
the game is first-rate. 
Players controlled by 
the computer block 
shots that you make, 
they shoot when they 
got a clear shot and 
pass when they are 
being covered, and 
know whom they can 
pass to without the ball 
being stolen. 

   With the NNCA Championship 
coming to a close, basketball 
season is ending very soon. But it 
won’t have to end in your living 
room because you have Backyard 
Basketball 2007. The amazing 
graphics, the characters smooth 
movements, and the announcer 
stating what has happened on every 
play will make you think your really 
watching a game on TV.  

Cam, a high school freshman, 
is the official Westchester Times 

Tribune and Yonkers Tribune 
(online), Digital Gaming Reviewer.
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What makes a school system excellent? 

According to a 2006 report issued by the Bureau of Labor Statistics, the more you learn, 

the more you earn.  An excellent school system, therefore, tries to reduce, if not 
eliminate, its dropout rate.  If you know someone who is thinking of dropping out of 
school, show them the following chart.   

Earnings and unemployment for full-time workers age 25 and over, by education 

Weekly  Salary Education Unemployment 
Rate 

$1,421 Doctorate 1.6% 

$1,129 Masters degree 2.1% 

$937 Bachelor’s degree 2.6% 

$583 High school diploma 4.7% 

$409 Less than a high school 
diploma

7.6% 

These figures are an average for the entire country.  Education not only brings more 
money into your life, but it also reduces the chance of unemployment.  Let’s make sure 
that programs that address the dropout rate in Yonkers are fully funded.  Local businesses 
improve when our schools improve.  Hire a Yonkers Public Schools student. 

An education is yours forever. 

Encourage all of our students to stay in school and graduate on time. 

MOUNT VERNON, 
NY -- Throughout 2007, 
Wartburg’s 7-Day Adult 
Day Services Program, 
Club Wartburg, will be 
celebrating 20 years of 
dedicated service to area 
seniors and Caregivers.  
In honor of this 
anniversary, the program 
is hosting a series of 
talks that cover a range 
of vital issues facing 
the elderly and their 
families. Presented by 
leaders in managed care and 
dementia research, they include:  
   “Accessing Home Care and Hospice 
Services”, presented by Laura 
Fasulo, Director of Managed Care at 
the Hebrew Home Hospital Choices 
Health Plan, on April 19, 2007.  
   “Talking to Kids about Alzheimer’s 
Disease”, presented by Ruth Ahern, 
Associate Director of Programs 
and Services with the Hudson 
Valley/Rockland/Westchester 
Chapter of the Alzheimer’s 

Association, on May 17, 2007.  
   “Rates of Alzheimer’s Disease 
Among African-Americans and 
Hispanics”, presented by Dr. 
Jennifer Manly, Assistant Professor 
of Neuropsychology at Columbia 
University, on June 21, 2007.  
   The lectures are free and start 
at 6:30 PM at Club Wartburg, 
in the Berkemeier Auditorium 
on The Wartburg Adult Care 
Community campus.   A light 
supper will be served at 6PM for a 

Series of Talks on Eldercare Issues Take 
Center Stage 

Club Wartburg Adult Day Services Celebrates its 20th Year

suggested donation of $6.    
   RSVP preferred.  Please 
call Donna Sangi-Vallario 
at 914.513.5472 or 
dvallario@thewartburg.
org.  Directions can be 
obtained on our website 
at www.thewartburg.org  
   The Wartburg Adult 
Care Community 
provides a full range of 
residential options and 
health-related services 
for older area adults and 
their families, including 

24-hour skilled nursing care, 
Alzheimer’s and dementia care, 
assisted and independent living, 7-
day adult day services, home care 
services, sub-acute rehabilitation, 
memory care, pastoral care 
and caregiver support groups. 
   The Wartburg is a Lutheran 
ministry serving all faiths.

For more information call 
914.699.0800, or visit 
www.thewartburg.org.

Dear EarthTalk: 
I have heard 
that wind power 
turbines kill 
a lot of birds, 
i n c l u d i n g 
m i g r a t i n g 
flocks, and that 
some people 
oppose wind 
power for that 
reason. If this 
is true, to what 
degree do they 
harm birds and 
what is being 
done about it?  -
- Ken Lassman, 
Lawrence, KS 

   It is ironic that non-polluting, 
renewable wind energy, long touted 
as a potential savior in the fight to 
stop global warming, is getting 
a bad rap for killing wildlife. 
High profile examples such as at 
California’s Altamont Pass--where 
outdated, oversized wind turbines 
kill some 1,000 birds of prey each 
year--plague the growing wind 
power industry; even though more 
modern, better-sited wind farms kill 
far fewer birds. 
   According to a 2002 study of 
anthropogenic (human-caused) bird 
mortality conducted by researcher 
Wallace Erickson, birds face daily 
threats far more lethal than wind 
turbines. Erickson’s study found that 
between 500 million and one billion 
birds are killed annually in the 
United States alone from collisions 
with man-made structures including 
communications towers, buildings 
and windows, and contact with 
power lines. Hunting, cat predation, 
pesticides, commercial fishing 
operations, oils spills and cars and 
trucks also take a heavy toll. All this 
is important to realize, say wind 
power advocates, in putting the 
relative impact of windmills on bird 
populations in perspective: Contact 
with wind turbines represented less 
that one percent of the total number 
of human-caused bird deaths in 
Erickson’s study. 

There are, however, steps that can 
be taken when constructing wind 
power turbines to minimize their 
impact on birds. The American 
Bird Conservancy (ABC) advises 
that lighting on turbines should 
be minimized, tension wires and 
lattice supports should be avoided, 
and wind turbine power lines 
should be placed underground 
whenever possible. Also, already 
more modern wind towers are being 
designed in ways that prevent birds 
from perching on them (solving one 
of the problems with the Altamont 
Pass towers)--and the turbine 
blades rotate much more slowly 
than earlier designs. 
   In addition, says ABC, careful 
reviews of potential wind turbine 
sites should be conducted. Known 
bird migration pathways, areas 
where birds are highly concentrated, 
and landscapes known for their 
popularity with birds should be 
avoided “unless mortality risk has 
been analyzed and the likelihood 
of significant mortality has been 
ruled out.” Wind farms should be 
situated on already disturbed land, 
such as in agricultural areas, so as 
not to displace existing bird habitat 
or travel corridors. Sites should also 
be reviewed for use by birds listed 
under the Endangered Species Act. 
Ever-growing concerns about global 
warming and pollution from fossil 

Earth Talk
From the Editors of E/The Environmental Magazine

fuel use demand 
that we move 
as quickly as 
possible toward 
clean, renewable 
energy sources, 
even if they are 
as yet imperfect. 
“When you 
look at a wind 
turbine,” says 
John Flicker, 
president of 
the National 
A u d u b o n 
Society, the 
world’s pre-
eminent bird 

advocacy organization, “you can 
find the bird carcasses and count 
them. With a coal-fired power plant, 
you can’t count the carcasses, but 
it’s going to kill a lot more birds.” 
Indeed, according to Erickson, for 
every 10,000 birds killed by human 
activities, less than one death is 
caused by a wind turbine. And if 
greenhouse gases are not reduced 
significantly in the next decade, we 
could bear witness to a large number 
of plant and animal extinctions in 
the coming years. 

Contacts: 
American Bird Conservancy,
 www.abcbirds.org; 

American Wind Energy Association 
www.awea.org; 

National Audubon Society, 
www.audubon.org. 

Got an environmental Question? 
Send it to: EarthTalk, c/o E/The 

Environmental Magazine, P.O. Box 
5098, Westport, CT 06881; 

submit it at:
 www.emagazine.com/earthtalk/

thisweek/, 
or e-mail: 

earthtalk@emagazine.com. 

Read past columns at: 
www.emagazine.com/earthtalk/

archives.php.

PORT CHESTER, NY -- 
Geoffrey Barsky has been 
named Chief Financial 
Officer of Family Services 
of Westchester, a not-for-
profit mental health and 
social services agency 
serving Westchester 
County. For the past 25 
years, Mr. Barsky has 
worked in the private sector, 
where he has held various 
accounting positions 
including controllerships 
at several hotels within the 
Hilton Hotels chain. He also worked 
as vice president and controller for 
Katz Digital Technologies, a digital 
prepress and printing company. 
During his 10-year tenure at Katz, 
he helped take the company public 
and was instrumental in making 
several acquisitions that catapulted 
the company from $2 million in 
revenue to more than $50 million. 
Mr. Barsky has a Bachelor’s Degree 
in Accounting and Economics from 

Geoffrey Barsky Named CFO of 
Family Services of Westchester

Queens College in Queens, New 
York. 
   “We are delighted to have someone 
with Geoffrey Barsky’s financial 
skills and acumen serve in the new 
role of Chief Financial Officer of 
Family Services of Westchester,” 
said Thomas E. Sanders, President 
and CEO of Family Services 
of Westchester. “Mr. Barsky’s 
expertise in revenue appreciation 
and his cost-cutting skills will be 

a great boon to FSW’s 
continued growth,” added 
Mr. Sanders.   
   Founded in 1954, Family 
Services of Westchester is 
a not-for-profit  agency 
dedicated to strengthening 
and supporting families, 
children and individuals 
through all stages of the 
life cycle. With an annual 
budget of $17 million 
and 450 employees, FSW 
provides a broad range 
of social and mental 

health services to 30,000 people a 
year, including family, group and 
individual counseling; adoption 
services; parent skills training; 
programs for seniors and eldercare; 
as well as employee assistance 
programs and a camp for families 
living with HIV/AIDS. For more 
information about Family Services 
of Westchester, log on to
 www.fsw.org. 

Photo courtesy Getty Images.

VILLAGE OF HASTINGS-ON-HUDSON
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

A T T E N T I O N

 The Saturday Sanitation Truck is available for

HASTINGS-ON-HUDSON RESIDENTS ONLY.

Permitted items for disposal are household garbage,
furniture and other miscellaneous household items.

CONSTRUCTION DEBRIS IS NOT PERMITTED.

If you should have any questions or concerns, please

call 478-2170 during regular working hours.

Thank you.

Michael Gunther, Supt. of Public Works
MGunther@hastinsgov.org

Village of Hastings-on-Hudson, 7 Maple Ave, Hastings-on-Hudson, NY 10706 
web: http://Hastingsgov.org               

email: Hastings@Hastingsgov.org
Cable Station Channel 75  - WHoH-TV
Radio Station 1620 AM -  WHoH-AM

Phone: (914) 478-3400                        
Fax :  (914) 478-4624
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Yonkers
BusinessWeek

P a r t n e r i n g  F o r  S u c c e s s

April 30th - May 4th
Don’t Miss This Event!

YONKERSBUSINESSWEEK.COM

Diamond Platinum

Pinnacle

SFC
STRUEVER FIDELCO CAPPELLI

comprehensive.

urban.

visionary.

Pinnacle
S P O N S O R S

- Mayor Phil Amicone

City of Yonkers Office of Economic Development [914] 377.6797
Yonkers Business Week Program is not sponsored by or affi liated with Businessweek Magazine, a publication of the McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc.

www.YonkersBusinessWeek.com


