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TARRYTOWN, NY -- Last 
week, 10-year-old Donovan, from 
Yonkers celebrated a thrilling, 
once-in-a-lifetime day none of 
us will ever forget.  What was 

Donovan
Thwarts 

World Domination

“Shadow,” the Service Dog,  Kneeling / Seated: Robert, (Grandfather), 
Donovan, Debra (Mom), Back Row: NYS Trooper Kirkland; Norman 

(Dad) ; TTPD Officer Clark; Blue, White and Red Rangers provided by 
Dave’s Cast of Characters; TTPD Sgt.  Gardner,  Marilyn (Grandmother); 

NYS Trooper Baxter; TTPD Chief Scott Brown.

supposed to be a simple game 
of pretend blossomed into an 
intergalactic melee of good and 
evil - at least, from Donovan’s 
perspective.

By Hezi Aris

   Yonkers epitomizes 
the hope strewn into 
the very sinew that 
defines America. 
It is the hope our 
community yearns 
to extract from its 
tricolors. It is a 
sense of patriotism 
exacted from our 
yearning to live the 
American dream. In the search 
for results, Yonkers welcomes 
the outcasts from beyond our 
borders, from close by and 
from afar. Our aspirations 
were defined by righteousness, 
hard work, and persistence. 
Somewhere about out history an 
esoteric few would abscond with 
our treasure; they were no more 
deserving than we; they were 
however, focused, cunning, and 
willing to stretch “fairness” to 
parameters not conceived by 
our founding fathers, or their 
progeny.
   No matter how we struggled, 
Yonkers was exploited as it 
collectively adhered to its 
cerebral tenets. Despite the 
human blight encroaching into 
our midst, sustenance would be 
our reward; for us, we chose to 
cast aside the burdens of past 

Anger Grips Yonkers as 
Does the Demand 

for Change
failure. We were a 
humble people; our 
vision was great. 
We were every 
man, every woman. 
Yonkers was, 
and still remains 
the bosom of our 
success.
   The blight among 
us is not defined 
by color, ethnicity, 
religion, or other 

intricacy. It is defined by avarice 
and greed. We were deflected 
from the American dream, 
weaned to covet the good life 
of others, while we agonizingly 
despaired to become one of 
“them.”
   As others seized a moment of 
opportunity that would enrich 
their family, the rest of us clung 
to the collective hope of the 
American dream.
   Today, in unison, Yonkers cries 
out, “Enough is enough.” Our 
plodding effort to abide by our 
understanding of the demands 
of our God, has been eclipsed by 
the burgeoning “royal families” 
among our midst. 
   Over half a millennium, while 
some of us would steal their 
share of Yonkers’ riches, the 
rest of us would mourn their 

The Hezitorial

By Henry J. Stern 

 
   One factor that impacted Governor 
Spitzer’s negotiating posture in 
the budget talks that concluded 
Sunday with the adoption of a 
practically on-time agreed upon 
spending plan was the governor’s 
insistence that the legislature meet 
the April 1 Constitutional deadline 
for budget adoption that had been 
missed for 18 of the last 20 years.   
   The man who feels compelled 
to make a deal is in a weaker 
position than his adversary who is 
willing to wait, both in cards and 
in politics.  The poker players of 
Albany know that.  Speaker Silver 
has the reputation of showing his 
cards late in the game, but since 
the proceedings were conducted in 
sessions evocative of the selection 
of Pope, we do not know who 
led, passed, bluffed or called.  
They’re all good buddies, so they 
worked it out.  For the time being, 
the steamroller was left in the garage, 
without intensifying adjectives. 
   Since it was the governor 
who pushed hardest for a timely 
agreement, he had to make 
substantial modifications to the 
budget he submitted to get the 
approval of the Senate and Assembly.  
The 212 solons (certainly no 300 
Spartans) and their leaders are more 
sensitive to lobbyists and pressure 
groups than the governor, although 
that has not always been the case.   
   Some people believe that Gov. 
Spitzer should have defied the 
legislature, challenging them to 

Your Pork, My Bacon
Prospect of State Surplus May Have Induced Spitzer to Compromise 

Budget - $170M Provided for Pork

see NY Civic Pg. 2

do their worst, veto the engorged 
budget they would have adopted, 
and try to prevent an over-ride 
by an alliance with the Senate 
Democrats, who appear to be his 
truest friends in Albany apart from 
the people he has appointed.  If his 
vetoes were over-ridden by Bruno, 
Silver and their loyal legions (not 
lieges, they are Silver and Bruno), 
, he could distance himself from the 
bloated budget, and argue the case 
for the reduction of expenditures 
and the public debt.  Governor 
Pataki’s first budget, in 1995, 
was far leaner than the Spitzer 
budget, but times were worse then..  
   The governor chose instead to 
lead, to participate in the budget 
process, and to work with both 
houses to reach agreement.  This 
enables the Legislature to proceed 
to other matters, if its leaders 
are willing to let that happen.  
Normally they sit on everything 
until the session is about to adjourn, 
then pass what they like in the dead 
of night, accompanied by messages 
of necessity which waive the three-

day period during which bills are 
supposed to age on members’ desks. 
   This provision also affords 
legislators the opportunity to 
read the bills they will vote for. 
   By the budget agreement, a drawn-
out struggle has been averted. We 
have also avoided the unlikely 
possibility of the state having no 
budget adopted, which could lead to a 
Newt Gingrich-type shutdown such 
as the Federal government endured 
in 1995, after the Republicans took 
control of Congress at the midpoint 
of President Clinton’s first term. 
   WHY was Governor 
Spitzer anxious to reach a 
budget agreement by April 1?  
   Writing on page 1 of 
yesterday’s (April 11) Sun, Jacob 
Gershman suggests the reason. 
The headline tells us STATE 
SURPLUS PLAYED BIG ROLE 
IN BUDGET TALKS.   The lede: 
   “Adding to the tension in Albany 
as the budget deadline loomed was 
one thing that didn’t sound like a 
problem: the state’s growing surplus.  
   “Among the factors weighing on 
the Spitzer administration, which 
was debating whether to settle short 
of its goals on the budget deal or 
take its chances by negotiating 
into April past the deadline, 
was a growing anticipation of 
the surprise revenue windfall.  
   “The growing surplus numbers 
and an increasing suspicion that 
the positive news would lead to 
even more revenue arriving via 
income tax payments created 
a sense of urgency for those 

THE BRONX, NY -- Thinks it’s 
hard getting your kids to stand still 
or your aunt to face the camera or 
your brother to smile – and to fit 
everyone into that one, memorable 
family photograph? Try snapping 
perfect pictures of monkeys, birds 
and snakes – none of which know 
how to “say cheese” or care about 
a camera.  That’s the challenge 
faced every day by Julie Maher, 
staff photographer for the Wildlife 
Conservation Society’s Bronx Zoo. 
   On Saturday, May 12, Julie will 
share tips of her trade and tell tales 
of her adventures to aspiring wildlife 
photographers in a new class offered 
by the Zoo’s Education Department, 
Saving Wildlife – Digitally. Animal-
adoring shutterbugs can join Julie 
for this class from 10:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. at the Bronx Zoo. 
Advance registration is required 
and there is a class fee of $40 per 
person for WCS members, $45 for 
non-members. 
   An Iowa native and longtime 
Westchester, NY resident, Julie is 
only the fifth staff photographer 
in the history of the Bronx Zoo, 
which opened its doors in 1898 

Calling All Animal Loving Shutterbugs!

under the auspices of the New York 
Zoological Society. She is also the 
first woman to hold the job. 
   Her photographs document the 
animals and events at WCS’s Bronx 
Zoo, New York Aquarium, Central 
Park, Queens, and Prospect Park 
Zoos – a collection of nearly 10,000 
animals, from tiny butterflies to giant 
elephants and everything on the 
ground and in the water in between. 
She also travels extensively to 

record the field conservation efforts 
of WCS scientists around the globe. 
Her photos can be seen on graphics 
throughout the parks as well as in 
WCS publications and media outlets 
worldwide, often distributed via the 
Associated Press wire service. 
    To learn more or to register, call 

718-220-5131 or visit online at 
www.bronxzoo.com/bz-education. 
Participants under age 16 will not 

be admitted.  

Julie Maher, staff photographer for the Bronx Zoo-based Wildlife 
Conservation Society with a Magellenic penguin in Argentina.

YONKERS, NY -- After hosting 
a successful bipartisan rally with 
state, county and local officials that 
brought attention to the significant 
shortfall in state funding to all 
Westchester communities, Yonkers 
Mayor Phil Amicone today 
announced his initiation of the next 
step in addressing the inadequate 

Amicone 
Launches 

Online 
Petition

Drive Urging 
Westchester Residents 
to Speak Out Against 

Albany Budget Shortfall

see Online Petition Pg. 6

By Greg Ball,
Assemblyman

   After the successful 
passage of worker’s 
compensation reform, 
civil confinement 
legislation, ethics and 
budget reform and the 
Governor’s historic inclusion of 
the minor party leaders in serious 
budget discussions, I thought that 
this tough Governor was on the 
verge of pulling it off. By pulling 
it off, I mean forcing the legislature 
to deal with the fundamental reality 
that New York spends and taxes too 
much.
   The people of New York sent a 
clear message last November. As 
a freshman Assemblyman, I was 
ready to be part of the solution 
in Albany and fight alongside 
the Governor, and against the status 
quo. Our state legislature, the body 

Governor Missed Golden 
Opportunity to Curb 

Spending 
I am a newly elected 
member of, just tacked 
billions upon the 
Governor’s proposal 
in a frenzied contest 
of special interest 
tug of war. Millions 
of New Yorkers and 
thousands of small 
businesses are voting 

with their feet and leaving this 
state due to over-taxation and over-
regulation. Like many, I was hoping 
to see the new Governor hold 
the line on spending, slash taxes, 
reform Medicaid and begin to turn 
the “battleship” of state government 
in the right fiscal direction. 
   While the first few months of 
2007 have seen some serious steps 
forward, for all of it’s good qualities, 
the overall budget process that just 
unfolded was a big step backwards. 
This budget represents the largest 
increase in state spending in New 

see Governor Pg. 6

YONKERS, NY -- In keeping with 
their mission to strengthen the 
Westchester community, improve 
the quality of our children’s 
education and to enhance the 
quality of life for all members of 
the community the Jewish Council 
of Yonkers will honor journalist, 
author and community activist 
Rhea S. Tauber at their Centennial 
Jubilee Celebration. 
Ms. Tauber, who will be celebrating 
her 100th birthday this year, has been 
a shining light in the community, 

Rhea 
Tauber

Honored YONKERS, NY -
- Facing the Dead, 
is a film depicting 
the previously 
unknown facets 
of life under the 
dictatorship and 
cruelty exacted by 
Joseph Stalin. The 
award -winn ing 
d o c u m e n t a r y 
celebrates the 
resilience of a 
secret generation living in fear 
and retribution. Presented by the 
Crestwood Historical Society 
and personally introduced by the 
filmmaker and Yonkers resident 
Gabrielle Pfeiffer on April 28, 
2007, Facing the Dead, will be 
experienced at an especially unique 
venue, before the sanctuary of 
books and journals rescued from 
Stalin’s tyranny, at St.Vladimir’s 
Orthodox Seminary, 575 Scarsdale 
Road, in Yonkers, NY, in the new 
library auditorium. 
   In the years that Stalin ruled the 
Soviet Union, some 20 million 
people, so-called “enemies of the 
state” were killed or perished in 
labor camps. To own a photograph 

“Facing the Dead”
The Falsification of Photographs and Art in 

Stalin’s Russia
of any of these 
people was itself 
punishable by 
death. Families 
cut loved-ones 
out of group 
portraits, school 
children blacked 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
heroes out of 
history books, 
and the secret 
police destroyed 

whatever was left. Filmmaker 
Gabrielle Pfeiffer travels through 
today’s Russia on a quest for the 
lost faces of a generation. Along the 
way, Russians tell their incredible 
stories of desperate efforts to hide 
cherished photographs at a time 
when a forbidden image could 
mean the difference between life 
and death.
   Ms. Pfeiffer will moderate a post-
film question and answer period.
   Refreshments will be served at 
10 am, while the program will 
commence at 10:30 am.
   Admission is free and all are 
welcome to attend an event of 
international historic import. This 
is a not-to-be-missed event.see Online Petition Pg. 3
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New York Civic

fallen souls, believing we would 
consummate our dreams with 
greater adherence to the tenets 
we clung so desperately.
   Our philosophical leanings 
are in the midst of being sorely 
tested. Its catalyst was the U.S. 
Attorney’s initial and subsequent 
subpoena that demanded the 
written, audio, and visual 
archival repertoire culled under 
the aegis of the Yonkers City 
Council from 2004 onward. The 
revelation of the subpoena would 
unleash a frenzy of conjecture, 
speculation, insinuation, and 
inference as Yonkers shuddered 

Anger Grips Yonkers as Does the Demand for Change
to maintain its closets closed 
beyond scrutiny. We would 
maintain our old world concepts 
to sustain the imperviousness of 
our community to all outsiders.
   We held tight, as we so often 
did, both the established, and 
well to do, and those who still 
struggle. Yet we overlooked the 
anguish among us; the rage; the 
pain; the despair, the want, the 
inequity. We had accepted it all 
within our garden. However the 
visual fantasies and fragrances 
could no longer hide the weeds 
that were suffocating our 
existence.
Why does this matter? It matters 

because we are right to aspire to 
the American dream. We believe 
in America, our God, and in our 
work ethic. We believe in fair 
play, yet the powers who cackle 
for control of City Hall have gone 

beyond our understanding of 
decency. They have each played 
their part in throwing Zehy 
Jereis to the snapping wolves 
who would spin questioning 
tales uncorroborated, assumed, 
or wanting.   
   Yonkers’ armies were drawn; 
true to form, Yonkers would 
be led from the top down. 
2007 would be different; 
every man and every woman 
among us said, “No more!” 
What did it matter what Mayor 
Phil Amicone’s surrogates 
wanted? What did it matter that 
former Mayor John Spencer 
desired to cast his venomous 

vindictiveness upon the political 
landscape by promoting Vinnie 
Restiano’s challenge to the 
mayoral incumbent? What did 
it matter that former Mayor 
Angelo Martinelli maintained 
his iron-fisted grip on Yonkers’ 
throat while feigning feebleness 
behind his accumulating years? 
   Yonkers recognizes that 
singling out only one among an 
esoteric group of Yonkers’ self-
professed elite is insufficient in 
satisfying our lust for change. 
Clean up the Yonkers GOP, 
the Yonkers Democrats, and 
Yonkers City Hall. 

interested in constraining the 
already high level of spending...” 
   What this means is that since New 
York State’s elected officials like 
to spend every cent they can lay 
their hands on, if the lobbyists and 
interest groups (hospitals, unions, 
the education complex)  were fully 
aware how much more tax money 
they could find in the state’s piggy 
bank, they would have pressed even 
more vigorously for a larger budget 
than the one that was approved. 
   This sad behavior is typical of 
legislatures and occasionally the 
New York City Council.  They add 
on whatever they can in order to get 
credit with constituents, lobbyists 
and the special interest groups they 
are paid to represent. In New York, 
the $121 billion budget is salted down 
with $170 million worth of pork.   
   At this time information as to 
which piggy put what pork in the 
pricey package  is a State secret, 

Your Pork, My Bacon
Prospect of State Surplus May Have Induced Spitzer to Compromise Budget - $170M Provided for Pork

although we understand that 
disclosure may be on the way.  Last 
year the curious had to look through 
telephone books to try to figure 
out who got what. As of today, 
professional researchers for a top 
civic group could only find $101 
million in pork, the remaining $69 
million of fat was so marbled into 
the budget that it was undetectable 
by experts.  One politician boasted 
of the ingenuity employed to conceal 
the questionable expenditures 
in the telephone-book budget. 
   One thing you should know about 
political pork is that not every 
single morsel is detestable. There 
are worthwhile projects which are 
blended in with the sleazy scams 
and sinecures.  Some pieces of 
pork are merely wasteful, others are 
payoffs for past or future services.  
   Rule 28-C: “Don’t accept 
cigarettes in prison.”  You may find 
that you have incurred obligations 
that you are unwilling to fulfill.  
Although receiving pork is unlikely 

to result in the dire consequences 
that could follow smoking in jail, 
the recipient still incurs a debt 
to the politician which may be 
repaid on Primary or Election 
Day, by gifts of money or services. 
   There is another aspect of the 
pork problem:  Once a state budget 
is adopted, which presumably treats 
everyone in a similar situation in a 
similar way, with benefits coming 
as a matter of law and not personal 
whim, why should Little League A or 

Fire Company B receive substantial 
additional funds because of the 
clout of a local senator or assembly 
member. Why should legitimate 
civilian groups incur obligations 
to individual incumbents?  To 
those whose organizations are not 
riding the gravy train, the network 
of subsidies for a privileged 
few seems unjust.  In fact, it is. 
   We have not considered those 
delectable cases where the 
legislators who provide the pork 
eat it themselves.  The creation of 
fictional organizations that exist 
only on paper, the accompanying 
no-show or seldom-show jobs 
for girlfriends, relatives and good 
buddies of the elected official 
who bill the “organization” and 
consequently the State of New York 
for ‘consultant services’ that might 
even be performed in the home of an 
elected official, there being no need 
to waste money renting office space 
for so gifted a rainmaker to use to 
secure clients.  Unless, of course, 

there is a building in which someone 
who knows someone has an interest. 
   This area is ripe for investigation 
by Attorney General Cuomo 
and his new public integrity 
section, as long as he does not 
interfere with the United States 
Attorneys who are probing some 
of the same or similar situations 
   CORRECTION:   In our April 
6 article, while referring to the 
military-industrial complex, we 
misstated the date that President 
Eisenhower left office, which was 
Inauguration Day for President 
Kennedy. The correct date is 
January 20, 1961, forty-six years 
ago. We knew that, but typed the 
number incorrectly.  We thank the 
readers who called the error to our 
attention.
Mr. Stern is president of New York 

Civic (www.NYCivic.org) and a 
blogger on public issues. 

He was New York City’s Parks 
Commissioner for fifteen years 

under Mayors Koch and Giuliani.

By
Zuri A. Stanback
 www.urbanshout.com

By Jason Gooljar

  
   The Bilderberg Group, is an 
invitation only, conference of one 
hundred and thirty people. They 
come from all over the world and 
are usually associated with the 
fields of business, media, academia, 
and politics. Their headquarters 
is located in The Netherlands. 
Basically, it’s the world’s elite power 
brokers, meeting behind closed 
doors, to discuss the state of the 
world. Does this make you nervous? 
A few questions sure popped into 
my mind as I did research for this 
piece. Looking at a list that was 
posted on the Internet for their 
most recent meeting in 2006; in 
attendance were such personalities 
as Ahmad Chalabi, the former 
deputy prime minister of Iraq, 
Henry Kissinger, George Pataki, 
Richard Perle, the neoconservative 
and American Enterprise Institue 
(heavily funded by ExxonMobil) 
fellow, David Rockefeller, 
and members of parliaments 
from throughout the world, 
and major global corporations.   
   The World Economic Forum (WEF) 
which meets in Davos, Switzerland, 
is another elite group made up of top 
business and political leaders. Like 
the Bilderberg Group, they meet to 
discuss world issues. Their Website 
states that they aim to “improve 
the state of the world.” The same 
criticism for Bilderberg, also applies 
to the WEF, in that these meetings 
are secretive and undemocratic. 
One is more able to get information 
on the World Economic Forum and 
its meetings than the Bilderberg 

Staring at the Face of Power
Group because it has a “public 
face.” Attendants of the Davos 
meeting include people like Bill 
Clinton, Tony Blair, and various 
members of the US Congress. 
The WEF in 2001 had an income 
of $104 million, with $38 million 
coming from membership dues. As 
of 2002, membership dues for this 
organization were $12,500, with a 
$6,250 fee for their annual meeting. 
They also conduct other smaller 
meetings throughout the year. What 
I find interesting is that the WEF 
also sees participation from non-
governmental organizations such 
as OxFam, Amnesty International, 
and Save the Children. I guess as 
long as they rule, you have to try 
and work with them, and play the 
game. I just hope there are those 
trying to change the game at the 
same time they are playing it.   
   The Trilateral Commission 
was founded in 1973 by David 
Rockefeller, who initially used 
to talk up the idea at Bilderberg 
meetings. It has 300-350 members 
and seeks to promote closer 
economic and social cooperation 
between Europe, Asia, and North 
America. The members of this 
group include Bill Clinton, Jimmy 
Carter, Dick Cheney, Lee Raymond, 
former CEO of ExxonMobil, 
Henry Kissinger, and the list 
goes on and on. They also have a 
Website accessible to the public.   
   Some of these elite organizations 
talk about helping the world, while 
some just seem to want to govern 
it by their interests. In addition to 
all I just mentioned, there are some 
other issues I want to make known. 
The transfer of wealth in the United 

States from the working poor and 
middle class, to the wealthiest 
families in the nation is staggering. 
CEO’s of major corporations are 
paid 262 times more than the 
average employee. Investors are 
making a killing as corporate profits 
continue to skyrocket. The tax cuts 
the Bush administration  passed, are 
said to give those who made over 
two hundred thousand dollars a 
year, one hundred thousand dollars 
from the tax cuts alone, while the 
rest of the nation got nothing; 
not even comparably. You even 
have people trying to repeal the 
estate tax so that wealth can stay 
in the family. Think of it as more 
money for Paris Hilton to keep.  
   When I look at all the powerful 
people in this world, many of them 
members of the organizations I 
mentioned above, it often feels 
hopeless about things ever being 
reversed, even when you try and 
work from the inside. Staring at 
the face of power can make you 
feel pretty small indeed. Especially 
when this is the way many of them 

(I have to admit not all) want things 
to stay, or gets worse for us, but 
better for them. Going back to the 
days of the founding of the country 
there were those, like Alexander 
Hamilton, who did not want a 
true republic form of democracy 
here; what Hamilton and many 
foresaw was a form of aristocracy. 
The peasants, and the powerful, 
actually, many others, including 
myself, feel that the elite want a 
aristocratic world, but they also 
realize that you can’t just ignore or 
completely rob the rest, otherwise, 
they’ll revolt. Therefore, you have 
to give them just enough, so that 
they are pacified, and you also 
have to keep them entertained, and 
distracted, as much as possible.   
   There are at least 45 million 
Americans without access to 
affordable healthcare. Our public 
schools are underfunded. The cost 
of a college education continues to 
skyrocket and it puts many students 
into debt. The cost of buying a house 
is not an option for many American 
families. Here in New York, people 
are fighting to keep the affordable 
housing we still have, like in 
Starrett City. Through neoliberal 
trade policies, many Americans 
are seeing manufacturing and 
high-tech jobs simply disappear. 
I like to refer to the times we are 
entering as The New Gilded Age.   
   With all these powerful forces 
working against us; why don’t we 
give up? Why don’t I give up? Why 
do I even write this column for the 
Westchester Times Tribune? The 
reason I don’t give up is because 
of the responsibility I feel that 
I have towards those who came 

before me. I can’t give up because 
people like Ida Tarbell fought to 
expose the monopolistic business 
practices of John D. Rockefeller 
and Standard Oil Trust. I can’t give 
up because Upton Sinclair wrote 
a book exposing the meat packing 
industry which was making 
millions sick. Even now we have 
journalists like Erich Schlosser 
exposing the fast food industry. I 
can’t quit because they are people 
who fought and died for the eight 
hour workday! There were people 
who were killed trying to organize 
unions! I could very well go on and 
on citing people who have stood 
up to the powerful and did indeed, 
eventually help mobilize the masses 
to change things. So you simply 
cannot just give up. Even when 
things hit rock bottom the people 
finally woke up and elected FDR.   
   If there’s one lesson I’ve learned, 
and that I will apply to the political 
and other realms, is that you can’t 
be afraid to lose. Don’t sacrifice 
what you believe in, for the sake 
of hoping you’ll win. If you lose, 
at least you keep your values and 
you are genuine, people will know 
what you stand for. They will 
know that you spoke the truth and 
wanted what was best for them. The 
powerful may cut you down, but 
you can’t be afraid to lose. Just get 
back up again.

Visit Jason Gooljar, at
http://www.jasongooljar.com 
the progressive liberal on a 

crusade!online.
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Weir Only Human

By Bob Weir

  
   Are you as tired as I am of 
hearing about how much money is 
being raised by these presidential 
candidates? It’s become synonymous 
with a Jerry Lewis Telethon, with 
the numbers continuously changing 
on the tote boards. “Alright, ladies 
and gentlemen, let’s go back to 
the Board to see how much has 
been added to the total. As of five 
minutes ago, Hillary Clinton was 
in the lead with $33 million, but 
we have some new figures coming 
up.” (The numbers begin spinning 
as multi-colored lights flicker) A 
new number emerges and the host 
becomes visibly excited. “Great 
Scott, people, here comes Barack 
Obama with just over $34 mil. Talk 
about your star power; this guy is 
rivaling the best money-raiser of 
all time. John Edwards is a distant 
third with a mere $18 mil. Hold on 
to your hats folks, this is just the 

Mother’s Milk of Politics
beginning.” 
   That’s a lamentable fact; it is just 
the beginning. We have to put up 
with this for the next 19 months as 
each White House wannabe rakes 
in the dough at one event after 
another like celebrity performers 
on a concert tour. In addition, 
like celebrities, their popularity 
is being measured by the size of 
the bankrolls they amass. Mitt 
Romney, the Massachusetts liberal, 
turned conservative, turned liberal, 
turned…, seems to be leading the 
pack on the Republican side of 
the lucre ledger, with Giuliani and 
McCain at place and show positions 
in this nation-wide horse race we 
call presidential politics. Romney, 
trying to ingratiate himself with the 
NRA and their supporters, referred 
to himself as a “hunter” for most of 
his life. It didn’t take long before 
it was revealed that he had been 
on only two hunting trips; one on 
his cousins’ ranch in Idaho as a 

15-year-old, and last year, when 
as a 58-year-old he hunted quail 
in Georgia with supporters of the 
Republican Governors Association. 
Hence, there’s a 43 year gap 
between the first and the last time 
he’s “hunted.” 
   Not to appear as though he was 
caught in a lie, Romney quickly 
came out with a statement that 
he has always been a small game 
hunter; rodents and rabbits, which 
he referred to as “varmints.” Yeah, 
right, that oughta fool all those 
Remington 30-06, bolt action, rifle-

toting deer hunters into pulling the 
lever for him on Election Day. As 
for me, I couldn’t care less if Mr. 
Romney didn’t know a .45 cal. 
semi-automatic from a plastic water 
pistol. Knowledge of firearms is 
not a prerequisite for becoming 
Chief Executive. However, honesty 
should be. Couldn’t Romney have 
simply said, “No, I’m not a hunter, 
but I firmly believe in the Second 
Amendment which guarantees our 
right to bear arms.” I’m certain he’d 
get a lot more respect for that than 
he would by doing a John Kerry; 

engaging in photo ops wearing 
khaki hunting gear and carrying a 
rifle under his arm. 
   All of the foregoing is merely 
to point out that Romney is no 
different that the rest of them. 
Giuliani is trying to live down his 
liberal image on abortion and gay 
marriage and McCain is trying to 
prove that he is a conservative, his 
failure to vote for Bush’s tax cuts 
notwithstanding. Ms. Clinton has to 
check her schedule to be sure which 
state she’s in before deciding which 
positions to take and Mr. Obama 
wants to convince people that he‘s 
more than a pretty face with almost 
no qualifications to be president. 
   The reason these would-
be Commanders in Chief are 
scrounging around the country for 
cash is to pay for the advertising 
legerdemain that will persuade 
enough voters to forget what they 
already know about them. Called 
“the mother’s milk of politics,” 

money is used to create mass 
hypnosis. With a large enough 
bankroll you can make people 
believe that Madonna is a virgin 
and Sean Penn is a patriot. There is 
something fundamentally dishonest 
about this gluttonous quest to 
accumulate a swollen treasury in 
order to sell yourself to the voters. 
Recently, I received an invitation 
from the Mitt Romney campaign. 
It began, “You are cordially invited 
to a dinner with….” Upon reading 
further, I found that my acceptance 
would cost me a cool grand; not 
exactly my idea of a cordial way 
to invite someone to dinner. Oh, if 
I wanted a VIP reception with the 
candidate, the price was $2300. 
I wonder how many people in 
the middle and lower economic 
brackets could afford to attend. If 
the axiom about getting what you 
pay for is correct, most Americans 
will be going to bed hungry. 

 

Like Klockwork

By Joe Klock, Sr.
 
   During World War II, anyone 
lithe enough to jitterbug and/or not 
stone deaf was familiar with the 
Glenn Miller band’s instrumental 
rendition of “American Patrol.” 
   Almost as well known was 
a vocal version entitled “We 
Must Be Vigilant,” by Phil 
Spitalny’s All-Girl Orchestra, 
with lyrics added by Edgar Leslie. 
   It was a patriotic and toe-tapping 
wartime tune, the words in which 
included, “We must be vigilant, 
we must be diligent, American 
Patrol; protect our shoreline to 
the doorline of ev’ry native soul.” 
   Aside to the sub-geezer segment 
of our readership: If the above 
references (including “patriotic”) 
are unfamiliar to you, read the above 
passage to the oldest American 
you know and watch his/her 
eyes glaze over in happy reverie. 
   It was music - and a mind set - 
belonging to an era when our nation 
was in danger of takeover by foreign 

Knave Labor Rampant in the Land of the Free
nationals who were determined to 
rob us of birthrights which were 
envied by the rest of the world. 
   At the time, we were fiercely 
united in our determination to avoid 
such a national disaster and totally 
intolerant of those sympathetic 
to any such threatening cause. 
   Were anyone then to have 
disrespected the flag, preached the 
overthrow of our government by 
subversion or violence, or attempted 
to bypass Ellis Island en route to 
citizenship, they would have enjoyed 
the same degree of popularity as 
snitches in the Mafia or junk yard 
mutts at the Westminster Dog Show.  
  Fast-forward to the present 
scene, wherein an estimated 12 
million aliens are resident among 
us and seeking to share the 
inalienable rights established by 
our founders - supposedly protected 
by those elected to govern us. 
   Admittedly, most of these invaders 
were motivated to come here, albeit 
illegally, by human drives which 
would have driven me to do the 

same, if fate had 
put me in their 
circumstances. I 
do not, therefore, 
demonize them 
for being human 
and reaching 
for a better life. 
   Anyone whose 
heart doesn’t 
go out to such 
fugitives from 
deprivation and/
or persecution 
should quickly 
check to make 
sure they have a 
palpable pulse. 
   Also, it is an undeniable fact 
that many - if not most - of 
those refugees now contribute 
to American society in positive 
ways, much in the same ways as 
my own ancestors (and yours) did 
after migrating from other lands. 
   Those who are now gainfully 
employed, law-abiding and 
genuinely interested in blending 

into our society 
are, legitimately 
and potentially, 
prime candidates 
for future 
c i t i z e n s h i p , 
except for one 
o v e r a r c h i n g 
i m p e d i m e n t : 
they are, 
t e c h n i c a l l y , 
c r i m i n a l s . 
   All other 
considerations 
aside, they have 
broken our 
i m m i g r a t i o n 
laws and are here 

- politically correct euphemisms 
notwithstanding - illegally. 
   Thus, it chilled my aging bones 
to see TV clips of a “peaceful 
demonstration” in which 
“undocumented immigrants” 
paraded behind a banner 
which read “Today we march - 
tomorrow we vote!” (HELLO?) 
   A grave threat to America today 

is the failure to protect our borders 
(read those shorelines of the 40s) 
and to deal justly with the millions 
who have oozed through its porosity. 
   As this is being written, our 
Sinators and Reprehensibles, as 
well as His Obstinacy in the White 
House, are engaging in pointless and 
ineffective exchanges of political 
posturing and oratorical flatulence, 
flimsily underpinned by a total 
absence of the courage it will take 
to confront and resolve the problem.  
   Those illegals who are ready, 
willing and able to earn a path to 
citizenship can and should be given 
an opportunity to do so; the others 
should be thrown out. Amen? 
   Step one, obviously, is separating 
the sheep from the goats. If that 
means that everyone, Old Joe 
included, has to pack a verifiable  
ID card of some sort, so be it. 
   Those who are here illegally 
should be slapped with a reasonable 
monetary penalty and a manageable 
timetable for paying it, in exchange 
for admittance to a gradual path 

inclined toward full citizenship. 
   Once on that path, they 
should be required, quite 
simply, to shape up or ship out. 
   Putting together a program like 
that should not be too daunting 
a task for our elected leaders, 
if they would just hunker down 
to it and ignore the pressure 
groups snapping at their heels. 
   Long before there was an all-girl 
band singing the same tune, Andrew 
Jackson, in his Farewell Address, 
memorably counseled, “You must 
remember, my fellow citizens, that 
eternal vigilance by the people is 
the price of liberty, and that you 
must pay the price if you wish to 
secure the blessing.”

 

Freelance wordworker Joe Klock, 
Sr. (joeklock@aol.com) is a 

winter Floridian who summers 
in New Hampshire. More of his 

“Klockwork,” is at 
www.joeklock.com.
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IRVINGTON, NY and PORT 
CHESTER, NY -- The day harkened 
back to an era gone by, when 
artisans and craftsmen painstakingly 
constructed houses of worship. 
On a snowy February morning, 
workers ascended one-by-one up a 
series of extension ladders and into 
a narrow bell tower to disconnect, 
rig, and lower the bell atop the 
Irvington Presbyterian Church 
in Irvington, New York. Church 
elders watched and waited from 
morning until night, taking turns 
climbing up the ladder and holding 
their breath as workers inched 
their beloved bell off its support 
frame. A representative from the 
Whitechapel Bell Foundry, one of 
only two bell foundries in England, 
flew in from London to inspect the 
bell, consult with the architect and 
advise workers on procedures for 
proper handling of the bell.
   Like all musical instruments, 
church bells require tuning.  Their 
tuning, however, is not as simple as 
bringing a bell tuner on-site – bells 
have to be removed from their 
tower. Seaboard Weatherproofing 
and Restoration recently worked 
with Irvington Presbyterian Church 
to remove its over 1,000 pound, 
150-year-old bell. The bell was cast 
in 1875 by Meneely & Kimberly in 
Troy, NY. 
   “We were pleased with the care 
and time Seaboard devoted to our 
project, one that was more complex 
and time-consuming than originally 
thought,”  said Rev. David 
Harkness, minister of the Irvington 
Presbyterian Church in Irvington, 
New York. “Now we look forward 
to the return of the bell along with 
four newly-cast bells which will 
bring beautiful sound to our church 
and community.” 
   As the first step in an exterior 
renovation of the church and 
addition of a four-bell carillon to 
the bell tower, the church needed 
to remove the original bell and 
send it for retuning by its original 
manufacturer, the same British 
foundry that forged the Liberty 

Bell and bells in London’s Big 
Ben.  Sound travels farther and 
chimes are more melodic from a 
bell that is properly tuned.   
   “We contacted Seaboard for 
assistance because of their 
extensive, careful, and caring work 
on landmark buildings and historic 
houses of worship,” says Walter 
Sedovic, architect for the church 
renovation and principal and CEO 
of Walter Sedovic Architects in 
Irvington, New York. “Seaboard 
is one of the few companies that 
understands the language and 
philosophy of the restoration of this 
Romanesque church that was built 
in the 1800s.”   
   “The removal of the bell and steel 
support was difficult and dangerous 
but highly rewarding,” says Michael 
Y. Ahearn, President of Seaboard 
Weatherproofing and Restoration. 
“We worked in an extremely 
tight space, dressed in protective 
gear, and with additional safety 
precautions in place to protect both 
the bell and our workers.” 
Seaboard Weatherproofing 
and Restoration Company has 
developed expertise in the exterior 
restoration of landmark houses of 
worship.  The company currently 
is working beneath the rafters of 
Brooklyn’s historic New Utrecht        
   Reformed Church in preparation 
for installation of a new authentic 
cedar shingle roof.   It was integrally 
involved in the exterior renovation 
and finial restoration at the Eldridge 
Street Synagogue on Manhattan’s 
Lower East Side.  Currently, 
Seaboard’s team is participating 
in the restoration of the landmark 
Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian 
Church in Brooklyn, New York, 
a stop on the “Underground 
Railroad.”       
   Seaboard Weatherproofing and 
Restoration is located at 530 Willett 
Avenue in Port Chester, NY. The 
Company recently celebrated 
its 60th anniversary in business. 
or more information, please 
call (800) 347-7464 or visit  
www.seaboardwpr.com. 

150 - Year - Old Church 
Bell Readied for  

Returning to Church

Y O R K T O W N 
H E I G H T S , 
NY -- Matthew 
Cossolotto (aka 
The Podium 
Pro) today called 
his forthcoming 
b o o k — A l l 
The World’s A 
Podium: Unleash 
Your Authentic 
Podium Power 
and Speak Your 
Way to the Peak—
“the manifesto for 
the authentic speaking revolution.” 
   Cossolotto said: “Just about 
everybody understands that the 
ability to stand up and speak 
confidently and effectively to 
audiences of all sizes is a critical 
leadership and success skill. My 
new book is specifically designed 
to help leaders and aspiring leaders 
reach their peak podium potential. 
The first thing they must do is 
banish the fear of public speaking. 
This requires unleashing or tapping 
into what I call your authentic 
podium power. Authenticity is the 
key. I like to think of the book 
as a kind of manifesto for the 
authentic speaking revolution.” 
   Cossolotto said his book offers 
readers everything they always 
wanted to know about public 
speaking but were afraid (or too 
shy) to ask. Readers will learn 
about:
  
· The Five Mind-set Shifts for 
Authentic Speaking 
· The Power of SPEECH - The Six-

“Manifesto for the 
Authentic Speaking 

Revolution”
Reach Your Peak Podium Potential!

Point Checklist 
for Powerful 
Presentations 
· The Secrets of 
Whole-Brain 
Speaking 
· The Wizard of 
Oz Formula 
· Twenty Terrific 
Tips for Top-
Notch Talks  
   
All The Word’s 
A Podium has 

already received 
advance praise from several 
notables, including Hendrik 

Hertzberg, former House Speaker 
Jim Wright, H. Brian Thompson, 
and Granville Toogood, author 
of The Articulate Executive. 

Publication is expected within the 
few months.  

 
About Matthew Cossolotto, 

aka The Podium Pro, 
Author of HabitForce! and the 
forthcoming All The World’s A 
Podium, Matthew Cossolotto 

works with leaders and aspiring 
leaders who want to advance 

their careers and enhance their 
influence by reaching their Peak 

Podium Potential. 

Visit 
www.ovations.com 

for your free copy of “The 
Power of SPEECH: The Six-
Point Checklist for Powerful 

Presentations.”

 

Night of a 
Minyan Stars 

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- Ten 
congregants whose contributions 
to Temple Israel of New Rochelle 
have been especially outstanding 
will be honored at the Temple’s 
Gala, “Night of a Minyan Stars,” 
Sunday evening, May 6th, 5:30 p.m. 
at the Temple.
   The event, a dinner with cabaret 
entertainment featuring comedian 
Joel Chasnoff, will celebrate the 
Temple’s 99th year. Minyan, which 
traditionally refers to a gathering of 
ten adults for worship services, in 
this context highlights the unusual 
concept of ten honorees: Cantor 
Emerita Helene Reps, Rabbi 
Emeritus Amiel Wohl, Arthur 
and Barbara Balik, Toni Brackis, 
Florette Ganis, Ellen and Lee 
Meiner, Bruce Turkle and Marcia 
Nackenson.
    Mark Shainker and Mitchell 
Tarnopal are co-chairs of the Gala, 
which is the Temple’s major fund-
raiser.
   Joel Chasnoff has built a 
reputation among both Jewish 
and non-Jewish audiences world-
wide. He has performed in seven 
countries at some of the world’s 
premier comedy venues including 
the Montreal Comedy Festival, a 
USO Comedy Tour of Japan and 
Korea entertaining American troops 
as well as at Jewish and corporate 
events across North America 
and Europe and at a long list of 
college campuses. His innovative 
experienced-based, positive humor 
has garnered a cult-like following 
and widespread recognition in the 
Jewish press.
   

For reservations or further 
information, please call the Temple 

office 914- 235-1800. 

and a tireless campaigner for a 
better world. She and her family 
plan to establish a scholarship fund 
to support journalism. 
This event will be held on Sunday 
April 22, 2007 from 3-5pm at 
Shaarei Tikvah Synagogue, 46 Fox 
Meadow Road, Scarsdale, NY.   
   Guest speakers will include Lisa 
Belkin of The New York Times, 
Tara Rosenblum of Cable New 12 
Westchester and Milton Hoffman, 
Retired Politics Editor of The 
Journal News. 
   There will be entertainment, prizes 
will be raffled off, and a kosher hors 
d’oeuvres buffet provided. 
   Tickets for this event are $100. 

Rhea 
Tauber

Honored
From Page 1
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YONKERS, NY -- The Yonkers 
Partners in Education (YPIE) 
organization wasted no time 
assisting the city’s students as it 
unveiled its plans to provide free SAT 
tutoring for 300 Yonkers students 
at a bash held in the Riverfront 
Library Atrium in Larkin Plaza. 
   Mayor Phil Amicone outlined 
the group’s first major mission 
– to provide the funds for 
disadvantaged high school students 
to receive training by Kaplan, an 
industry leader with more than 
70 years of experience providing 
educational testing assistance. 
   Mayor Amicone said,  “I am 
extremely pleased that our vision 
has become reality, thanks to the 
diligent efforts of those on the board, 
and our community’s business 
leaders who have come forward 
to support our idea. Together, 
we can enhance educational 
programs above and beyond the 
school district’s operating budget.”  
   ABC News President and YPIE 
Board member David Westin 
agreed. “These students are eager 
and willing to learn. What they 
lack are the resources. Support 
from the community can make the 
critical difference in providing a 

level playing field. Government 
and educators cannot do it alone. 
They need the help of caring hearts 
and committed benefactors.” 
   The evening, emceed by Sade 
Baderinwa (above), co-anchor of 
WABC- TV’s Eyewitness News, 
also included musical performances 
by the Lincoln High School 
Jazz Band and Choir, as well as 
participation from the Lincoln 
High School JROTC Color Guard. 
   YPIE is a public-private 
partnership between Yonkers public 
school educators and members 
of the business community. 
Its mission is to ensure that all 
children, regardless of means, 
have the same opportunities. 
YPIE will raise funds through 
grants and donations to reach their 
goals, the first of which includes 
funding the SAT prep course. 
   YPIE Chairman of the Board 
and Sound Associates President T. 
Richard Fitzgerald described future 
YPIE projects which will enhance 
and supplement the public school 
curriculum. These include hands-
on science programs, early literacy 
programs, music and art classes and 
leadership programs. 

Yonkers Partners in 
Education

Host  
Inaugural Event

Announce Funding of SAT Prep Courses for 
300 Yonkers Public School Students

Andy Bean is George Gibbs and Christy Cole is Emily Webb in the Pur-
chase Repertory Theatre production of Our Town, April 27-May 5 at the 

Purchase College Performing Arts Center.

PURCHASE, NY --  First produced 
in 1938, Our Town has become an 
American stage treasure and is 
Thornton Wilder’s most renowned 
and frequently performed play. Set 
at the turn of the twentieth century, 
the play reveals the ordinary lives 
of the people in the small town of 
Grover’s Corners, New Hampshire, 
USA.
   Michael Johnson-Chase teaches 
Physical Dynamics in the Acting 
Program at the Conservatory of 
Theatre Arts and Film at Purchase. 
Previously, he was International 
Program Director at Lark Play 
Development Center in New York 
City, professor of theatre for the 
Professional Theatre Training 
Program at the University of 
Wisconsin-Milwaukee, and on 
the faculty at the National Theatre 
Conservatory and Denver Center 
Theatre Company. His directing 
credits include Jaz and Big Shoot 
by Koffi Kwahule; Waxing West 
by Romanian playwright Saviana 
Stanescu; Fighter Class Medea 
by Russian playwright Maxim 
Kurochkin: Lingua by Welsh 
playwright Roger Williams; You by 
Russian playwright Olga Mukhina; 
and Shashi Tharoor’s ‘Riot’, with 
Shabana Azmi, Shashi Tharoor and 

Thornton Wilder’s 
“Our Town” 

at 
The Purchase  

Repertory Theatre

Madhur Jaffrey.
   The cast includes Taylor Flowers 
as the Stage Manager; Buddy Pease 
as the Sound Manager; Andy Bean 
as George Gibbs; Christy Cole 
as Emily Webb; Carter Hudson 
as Doc Gibbs; Caitlin Bebb as 
Mrs. Gibbs; Chris Devlin as Mr. 
Webb; LaToya Lewis as Mrs. 
Webb; Janelle Heatley as Joe and 
Si Crowell; Hunter Canning as 
Howie Newsome; Bethie Fowler 
as Rebecca Gibbs; Eddie Prunoske 
as Wally Webb; Erica Lutz as 
Professor Willard; Renee Williams 
as Simon Stimson; Abigale Parker 
as the Woman in the Balcony; 
Greg Lynch as the Man at Back of 
Auditorium; Sabina Beachdell as 
Lady in a Box; Emilio Tirado as 
Constable Warren; Glenna Grant as 
Mrs. Soames; Parris Whittingham 
as Sam Craig; and Craig Strube as 
Joe Stoddard.
   The production crew is Anna 
Frangos, production stage manager; 
Jamie Gillespie, stage manager; 
Melissa Shakun, scenic designer; 
Nicole Pezzolla, costume designer; 
Aaron Bresky, lighting designer; 
Jason Miller, sound designer; 
Roger Coleman, technical director; 
Nicholas Young, assistant stage 
manager; David Utz, assistant 
set designer; Lauren Madden, 
charge painter; Kyle Bridwell, 
props manager; Erica Giles, 
assistant costume designer; Susan 
Monroe, wardrobe supervisor; 
Alison Valcarcel, assistant costume 
designer; Kathryn Febles, assistant 
lighting designer; William Hansen, 
head electrician; Robert Lilly, 
sound operator; Nicholas Freely, 
assistant technical director; Alison 
Fair, rigger; and Seth Berman, lead 
carpenter. 
   The Purchase Repertory Theatre 
presentation of Our Town, directed 
by Michael Johnson-Chase, will be 
performed April 27 through May 5 
at the Purchase College Performing 
Arts Center. Performances are April 
27, 28, May 3, 4 and 5 at 8 PM 
and April 29 and May 5 at 2 PM. 
Tickets are $20, $15 for seniors & 
students, and can be ordered by 
calling the Box Office at 914-251-
6200, or visiting
 www.artscenter.org. 
   
Purchase College, State University 

of New York, is located at 735 
Anderson Hill Road,  

Purchase, N.Y. 

NEW ROCHELLE, NY --The 
Thomas Paine Cottage will present a 
French and Indian War encampment 
to celebrate the 250th Anniversary 
of the French and Indian War.
   See British redcoats camped on the 
front lawn as they prepare to march 
to the front. View demonstrations 
of marching, firing of muskets, 
food preparation, and camp life 
presented by the grenadiers of the 
Royal Regiment of Foot Soldiers, 
who will encourage you and 
your children to “sign up” using  

250th Anniversary of the 
French and Indian War 

Celebrated 

quill pens.
   Thomas Paine Cottage is located 
at 20 Sicard Avenue, and North 
Ave., in New Rochelle, NY, just 
across from New Rochelle H.S.
   The celebration will take place on 
Saturday and Sunday, April 28 & 
29, 2007, from 10 am to 5 pm.
   The suggested donation is $3.00 
per person, $1.00 for children  
under 12

For more information, visit
 www.ThomasPaineCottage.org,

 or 914-633-1776.

ANCHORAGE, AK -- Face it: To 
see the best of Alaska, you have to get 
out on the water. Take a sightseeing 
cruise to see glaciers, wildlife 
and breathtaking scenery around 
the state. Now, the Great Alaskan 
TourSaver book offers 2-for-1 
coupons for many Alaska cruises. 
   Here’s how it works: Go to 
the website and check out the 
deals. Then, purchase your book. 
When you receive your book, 
make your 2-for-1 reservations 
on these Alaska cruises: 
• Kenai Fjords National Park. 
Take a six-hour cruise with Kenai 
Fjords Tours or Renown Tours into 
the heart of the park from Seward. 
See glaciers, whales, eagles, 
puffins, sea lions, sea otters and 
lots of other critters. Value: $129. 
• Prince William Sound Cruises. Sail 
up to the face of a glacier in beautiful 
College Fjord on this exploration 
cruise from Whittier. Value: $99. 
• Columbia Glacier. What an 
impressive glacier! Sail from 
Valdez with Stan Stephens Cruises 
and Tours. Check out the Alyeska 
Pipeline Terminal on the way 
and see the big supertankers 
sailing into port! Value: $95. 
• Kachemak Bay. Sail with Homer 
Ocean Charters across the bay to 
Otter Cove from Homer. Or, cruise 
with Alaska Coastal Marine from 
Homer to Seldovia. Both cruises 
offer stunning views of scenery 
and marine wildlife! Value: $60. 
• Susitna River. Take a fast cruise 
by jetboat on the Susitna River, the 
Talkeetna River and the Chulitna 
River with Mahay’s Riverboat 
Service. Zip through incredible 
scenery in the shadow of Mt. 
McKinley. Watch for wildlife 
and learn the history of the 
Susitna River Valley. Value: $95. 
• Glacier Bay National Park. What 
an incredible vista: See the whales, 
the huge glaciers, the bears, the sea 
lions and all the natural wonders 
of Glacier Bay in just one day! 
This cruise leaves from the Glacier 
Bay Lodge each morning with 

Alaska Cruises for 
Glaciers, Wildlife and 

Sightseeing

a National Park Service ranger 
on board! Includes two nights 
at the Glacier Bay Lodge, plus 
airport transfers. Value: $350. 
• Stikine River. Explore the fastest 
navigable stream in North America 
with Alaska Waters. Sail on swift 
jetboats from Wrangell to see 
glaciers, wildlife and the stunning 
Stikine River canyon! Value: $191.
• Tanana River. Sail from Fairbanks 
on the sternwheeler Riverboat 
Discovery. The Binkley family 
has cruised on rivers in “Interior 
Alaska” for five generations – and 
they’re anxious to show you why 
they love it so much. Value: $49. 
• Prince of Wales Island. Sail from 
Ketchikan on the Interisland Ferry 
Authority to Hollis to this wild 
island. Or, sail on the “IFA” from 
Wrangell to Coffman Cove on the 
northern tip of the island. Value: $60. 
• Ketchikan marine life. Sail on 
a high-speed catamaran to see 
whales and other wildlife with 
Thriller Alaska! It’s a fun ride from 
downtown Ketchikan! Value: $125. 
• Portage Glacier Cruise: Just 54 
miles from Anchorage, the m/v 
Ptarmigan sails right up to the 
face of Portage Glacier several 
times each day. Value: $29. 
   There are more than 140,  2-
for-1 offers in the Great Alaskan 
TourSaver, including luxury 
accommodations, flightseeing, 
tours, admissions, rail tours and 
hotels. But don’t miss your chance 
to take an Alaska cruise at 2-for-1 
savings. 
   In terms of air fares, Delta, NWA, 
Continental, United, and USAir 
are offering exceptional fares 
from LGA or JFK to Anchorage 
or Juneau. Summer travel dates 
are the most popular; spring and 
fall will afford you even greater 
savings opportunities. Your best bet 
for hunting affordable seats is with 
your local travel agent.

Learn more online: 
http://www.toursaver.com

ALBANY, NY – New York State 
Assemblyman George Latimer (D-
Westchester, 91st A.D.) yesterday 
announced that the New York 
Conference of Italian-American 
State
Legislators is accepting applications 
from across New York State for 
four (4) $1,500 scholarships to 
be awarded in June. Latimer is a 
member of the Conference, and 
is participating in the program for 
the third year. In 2006, one of the 
students receiving the award hailed 
from Port Chester.
   “Given the high costs associated 
with going to college - which I 
am well aware of as the father of 

Latimer 
Announces 
Scholarship 
Applications

a college senior myself - every 
opportunity must be made by 
students and their families to gain 
whatever help is available”, Latimer 
noted.
   This year, the Italian-American 
State Legislators Conference will 
award four $1,500 scholarships 
to four current or future college 
students from New York - two for 
academic achievement and two for 
athletics.
   Applications may be obtained by 
contacting Assemblyman Latimer’s 
office at 777-3832, or by e-mail 
at Latimeg@assembly.state.ny.us. 
Completed application forms must 
be submitted to Latimer’s office 
- 933 Mamaroneck Ave., Suite 
102, Mamaroneck, NY 10543 - by 
Monday, April 30th for submission 

to the scholarship committee for 
review. 
   Residents of Latimer’s District - 
Port Chester, Mamaroneck Village 
and Town, Rye City, New Rochelle, 
Rye Brook and Larchmont - 
are welcomed to contact the 
Assemblyman for applications.
   Eligibility will be based upon 
several factors including grade point 
average, achievement in sports, 
their involvement in the community 
as well as their individual financial 
need.
   Awards will be made in early 
June; all applicants will be notified 
by mail of their status once the 
scholarship committee has made 
the selections. Winning students 
will be invited to Albany to accept 
their awards.
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Save over 
$299 a year.

FiOS Internet 
and unlimited calling.

Call your friend 
about which movie 

to watch and 
download it before 

you hang up.

Yup. It’s that fast.

Movie downloads can take forever. But now with Verizon FiOS Internet, they don’t have to. Powered by 
fi ber optics, you can count on FiOS to deliver the fastest Internet speeds available. 

Go ahead. Stream video. Play games. Or check out your favorite blog. It’s easy with our supercharged 
20/5 Mbps package. And now when you add unlimited calling, you can save over $299 a year. 
Plus, Home Voice Mail, Caller ID and Call Waiting are included. You’ll also get a wireless router and 
professional installation at no extra cost. So why wait? Get up to speed with fi ber optics today.

Verizon FiOS. TV. Internet. Phone. From the most advanced fi ber-optic network straight to your home.

1-866-700-8365   verizonfi os.com/double

Verizon reminds you to always download legally.
Limited-time promotional offer expires 5/31/07. $64.99 per month bundle price point is available for fi rst 12 months only and requires purchase of FiOS Internet 20/5 Mbps service and Verizon Freedom EssentialsSM service. Customer must be new to Verizon FiOS Internet or upgrading service. $19.99 activation fee will apply to each FiOS Internet order. Annual commitment required. Beginning month 
13, bundle price will increase to sum of standard monthly service prices of Freedom Essentials and FiOS Internet 20 Mbps/5 Mbps service. FiOS Internet 20 Mbps/5 Mbps service will provide up to 20 Mbps downstream and up to 5 Mbps upstream connection speeds. If FiOS Internet service is cancelled between months 2 and 12, $69 early termination fee may apply, and router provided at no 
charge must be returned or $99.99 equipment fee applies. At the end of the promotional period, the monthly recurring charge will revert to the then-current monthly rates. Month-to-month packages are available. Offer for select customers and is nontransferable. Cannot be combined with other discounts or promotions. Savings based on bundle rate of $64.99 a month versus $49.99 a month for 
FiOS Internet 20 Mbps/5 Mbps service and $39.99 a month for Freedom Essentials if purchased individually.
Verizon FiOS Internet is provided by Verizon Online and is not available in all areas. Service availability subject to fi nal confi rmation by Verizon. Verizon installation required. Free installation includes main computer only (there will be an extra charge for all additional computers). Acceptance of Verizon Online Terms of Service is required.  Minimum system requirements apply. Equipment provided will be new 
or a fully inspected, tested and warranted return unit. Limited to one router provided at no charge per household per FiOS service, FiOS Internet and/or FiOS TV. The 30-day money-back guarantee applies to Verizon Online charges only. CAT5 or higher-grade inside wiring or existing RG59/RG6 coaxial cable is required. Only Web-based features of Verizon Yahoo! for FiOS are Macintosh® compatible. 
Software for MSN® Premium versions of Verizon FiOS is not Macintosh compatible. Connection speeds are between your location and the Verizon central offi ce serving your location. Actual download and upload speeds will vary based on numerous factors, such as the condition of wiring at your location, computer confi guration, Internet and network congestion, and the speed of Web site servers 
you access, among other factors. Speed and uninterrupted use of the service are not guaranteed. Current Verizon Online DSL customers who move to FiOS Internet will have their Verizon Online DSL permanently disabled after their FiOS conversion. Applicable taxes apply. Offer subject to change without notice. Verizon Freedom Essentials: With subscription to Verizon Freedom Essentials, you 
must retain Verizon as your local provider and Verizon Long Distance as your long distance provider. Verizon Freedom Essentials plan includes domestic direct-dialed calls only. Billing name and address must be the same on all Verizon accounts for charges to be on one bill. Customers must be authorized to make account changes to all accounts. Universal Service Fee, taxes and other charges apply. 
Tariffs apply to some services. Available only to residential customers in selected areas. Service not available in all areas or on all telephone lines and is subject to fi nal confi rmation of services by Verizon. Additional terms and conditions apply. Valid through 5/31/07. Other terms and conditions apply. Power for services provided on the Verizon FiOS network must be supplied by the customer. Customer 
is responsible for backup battery replacement. Backup battery does not supply power for Internet, VoIP or video services. In case of power failure, 911 service (except through VoIP) will be available until the backup battery expires. Certain telephones, answering machines and other telephone equipment not meeting industry standards may not work with service provided on the Verizon FiOS network. 
©2007 Verizon. All Rights Reserved.  VRZN-FIOS-N0157-A-DP-NY
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Ready,
“Radio achieves its 

highest calling when it 

resembles a platform, a 

forum for the expression 

of many different 

viewpoints …” 
-A.J. Parkinson 

                 

WHITNEY RADIO 

(914) 636-1460 

York State history and is a mere 
continuation of years of bloated 
state government and a lack of 
fiscal accountability. As a collective 
body of elected officials, we missed 
a huge opportunity to put New York 
back on track, and this is why I 
voted down the line against this 
budget.
    Instead of holding true to our 
campaign promises, something 
else happened along the way: the 
Governor blinked and Albany 
happened. In a state where some 
Republicans in the legislature 
are spending like drunken sailors 
and some democrats are selling 
out to corporate interests, this 
Governor had and still has a unique 
opportunity to hold the line and 

Governor Missed Golden 
Opportunity to Curb 

Spending 
rise above the fray. The budget 
has now passed, and an immediate 
opportunity has been lost, but there 
are many budgets and many issues 
to come.
   As a republican legislator who 
has seen the pain of taxpayers being 
taxed out of their homes in my 
district, I look to this democratic 
governor for leadership, and hope 
that the next time Governor Spitzer 
meets eye to eye with Silver and 
Bruno, this Governor will not be 
the first to blink. 

Greg Ball, R-Carmel, represents 
the 99th Assembly District, which 
includes the Town of Pawling in 

Dutchess County.

funding provided to Westchester 
in the 2008 State Budget, by 
launching an online petition 
drive titled, TELL ALBANY 
NOT TO SHORTCHANGE 
W E S T C H E S T E R .  
   The petition is available to all 
Westchester County residents 
and can be accessed by visiting 
the City of Yonkers website 
at www.CityofYonkers.com. 
Residents will be directed to a 
link entitled  TELL ALBANY 
NOT TO SHORTCHANGE 
WESTCHESTER. This link will 
describe the petition and provide 
a place for residents to add their 
names and municipality onto a 
secure list that will be forwarded 
to all members of the State 
Legislature as well as the Governor.  
   The petition reads as follows:
TELL ALBANY NOT 
TO SHORTCHANGE 
W E S T C H E S T E R . 
 
   We the undersigned residents 
of Westchester County hereby 
urge the State Legislature to 
enact and the Governor to 
sign into law a Supplemental 
Budget that includes additional 
funding for Westchester County.  
   The recently adopted 2008 State 
Budget did not provide adequate 
funds for either the City of Yonkers 
or any of the villages, towns or 
other cities in Westchester. In fact, 
the 2008 State Budget drastically 
shortchanged Westchester 
County and its residents.  
   Although Westchester is one of 
the highest taxed counties in New 
York State, Westchester received 

only $1.6 million in ‘high tax aid’ 
while Suffolk County received 
$39.5 million and Nassau County 
received $31.0 million. Worse yet, 
the City of Yonkers --- the largest 
city in Westchester and the fourth 
largest in the State --- did not 
receive a single dollar of ‘high tax 
aid’ and, in fact, Yonkers received 
the least amount of Education 
Aid out of all the ‘big cities’.  
   We urge you to do the right 
thing for Westchester County, its 
municipalities, its residents and, 
especially its children. Please 
take corrective action now and 
adopt a Supplemental Budget 
that will address the inadequate 
funding provided to Westchester 
in the 2008 State Budget.  
   “The State Legislature will be 
in session until June 21, which 
means there’s still time to urge 
State lawmakers to send additional 
funding to Westchester,” said 
Amicone. “We have drafted the 
official request and we hope 
that the residents of Yonkers 
and all of the municipalities in 
Westchester will join in this effort.”  
   Mayor Amicone developed the 
online petition to provide an easy-
to-use and effective outlet for 
Westchester’s residents to voice 
their concerns. He is working with 
local officials, community leaders 
and other activists throughout 
Westchester County to spread the 
word about this important petition 
drive. 

 
Residents, who do not have access 

to the internet, may call the 
Mayor’s Office for assistance at 

377- 6300.

Amicone Launches 
Online Petition

ALBANY, NY 
-- Assemblyman 
George Latimer 
(D-Rye) issued 
the following 
statement upon 
passage of the 
New York State 
2007-08 that did 
not include a 
plan to increase 
judicial salaries:
    “I am extremely 
d i s a p p o i n t e d 
that the State has 
not enacted the 
plan offered by 
Governor Spitzer 
to increase the 
judicial salaries of our state judges. 
I have long been a supporter of such 
a measure, which is long overdue.” 
• “Salaries for judges should not be 
linked to legislative salaries. They 
are two separate matters covering 
separate officials with very 
different qualifications and duties;” 
• “The need for a properly 
compensated judiciary insures that 
we will get better quality aspirants 
for such important positions; and” 
• “Judges have functioned for over 

Latimer Decries Failure 
of Judicial Pay Raise Plan

7 years without 
an increase at a 
time when costs 
are rising for 
everyone; they 
are not eligible 
for outside 
income, so they 
have no ability to 
earn additional 
money to keep 
pace with costs.” 
   “The 
Assembly’s one-
house budget 
included monies 
for the pay raise, 
but opposition in 
the Senate kept 

them out of the final agreed-upon 
budget. I have spoken to Assembly 
leadership, and encouraged 
scheduling public support for the 
pay raises so that people understand 
that we are in favor of this action.” 
   “I am not a lawyer; I can never 
serve as a judge. There is no 
personal benefit to me in such 
advocacy - except to reiterate once 
again my support for the fairness 
inherent in approving a pay raise 
for our judges.”

NEW YORK, NY -- Attorney 
General Andrew M. Cuomo 
announced the guilty plea of the 
former owner of two Bronx County 
nursing homes who defrauded the 
Medicaid program of millions of 
dollars by overcharging for services 
at two facilities over a six-year period. 
   Abe Zelmanowicz, 53, of 
Scarsdale, New York, the owner, 
and Eastchester Health Care Center, 
LLC and Split Rock Multi-Care 
Center, LLC, the entities which 
ran the nursing homes, appeared 
before Albany County Court 
Judge Thomas Breslin on April 11 
and entered guilty pleas to Grand 
Larceny in the Second Degree 
(a class C felony). Zelmanowicz 
agreed to pay $6 million in 
restitution. Judge Breslin stated he 
intended to sentence Zelmanowicz 
to a term of two-to-six years in 
prison and required him to pay at 
least $2.5 million of the restitution 
by the date of sentencing, July 11. 
   From 1997 to 2003, Zelmanowicz, 
through his nursing homes, 
submitted bills to Medicaid 
fraudulently claiming that the 
facilities were entitled to payments 
for reserving or “holding” residents’ 
rooms during periods when 
the residents were temporarily 
hospitalized, commonly referred 
to as “bed holds.” Under New 
York State law, nursing homes are 
allowed to temporarily bill Medicaid 
for “bed holds” only when: 
• The nursing home 
is at 95% occupancy. 
• The resident lived in the 
nursing home for at least 30 days 
before his/her hospitalization. 
   Zelmanowicz admitted that his 
homes did not meet the requirements 
for “bed hold” reimbursement, 
but he still submitted billing for 
millions of dollars over the course 
of more than six years. He also 
admitted that he stole nearly $3 

Former Bronx County 
Nursing Home Owner 

Pleads Guilty To 
Defrauding Medicaid

Agrees to Serve Two-to-Six Years in Prison 
and Pay $6 Million Restitution

million on behalf of the nursing 
homes. Further, in order to settle 
all claims pending against him for 
his fraud, including those seeking 
additional monetary damages in a 
civil lawsuit filed by the Attorney 
General’s office, Zelmanowicz 
agreed to pay a total of $6 million 
in restitution to New York State. 
   The plea satisfies a May 2006 
Albany County grand jury 
indictment charging Zelmanowicz 
and his entities with one count of 
Grand Larceny in the First Degree 
and multiple counts of Offering a 
False Instrument for Filing in the 
First Degree for the “bed hold” fraud 
and for fraudulently submitting 
claims which falsely represented 
that Medicaid patients at his 
facilities were receiving ventilator 
treatment when in fact they were not. 
   Zelmanowicz and his partner, 
Rebecca Rich, of Purchase, sold the 
nursing homes in September 2002. 
The current owners of the nursing 
homes cooperated with the Attorney 
General’s investigation and were 
not accused of any misconduct. 
   “Laws regarding Medicaid 
reimbursement are in place to 
prevent abuse of the program and 
to protect New York’s taxpayers,” 
said Attorney General Cuomo. 
“This individual broke the law by 
fraudulently billing Medicaid and 
my office’s Medicaid Fraud Control 
Unit sought – and achieved – justice.” 
   Special Assistant Attorneys 
General Gilbert Epstein and Thom 
O’Hanlon of the Attorney General’s 
Medicaid Fraud Control Unit’s Pearl 
River Regional Office prosecuted 
the case. Special Investigators 
Tim Connolly and Jeffrey Pitts, 
Supervising Auditor Investigator 
Jean Moss and Associate Auditor 
Investigator David Lee conducted 
the investigation. Special Assistant 
Attorney General James Cudden 
handled the civil litigation.

CARMEL, NY and 
YONKERS, NY -
- Assemblyman Mike 
Spano (R, I, C – Yonkers), 
a leading advocate 
for strengthening and 
enhancing public safety 
measures and Chairman 
of the Sex Offender Watch 
Task Force, was joined 
by task force member 
Assemblyman Greg Ball (R 
– Carmel) and Westchester 
County Legislator George 
Oros to discuss how the task force 
will be helping local communities, 
such as Westchester County to 
develop and implement laws to 
protect against sex offenders. 
      “Though I was very pleased 
about the civil confinement 
agreement, I have to say that it is 
disturbing that this particular piece 
of legislation was tossed around 
Albany for fourteen years,” said 
Spano. “During those years over 
51,600 people were forcibly raped 
in our state – if state lawmakers had 
come together some of those 51,600 
crimes may have been prevented.  
      There are currently 25,000 
registered sex offenders living in 
our communities.  Many counties 
and towns are tired of waiting for 
the state to take action.  That is 
why many have passed residency 
restrictions to keep these dangerous 
predators away from our families.  
They understand the steps that need 
to be taken. That’s why I am so 
pleased to be leading this task force 
and helping communities across the 
state implement their own measures 
to protect themselves,” continued 
Spano. 

      Legislation pending in Albany 
that the Task Force supports include 
prohibiting registered sex offenders 
whose victim was less than 18 
years of age from residing within 
1,000 feet of schools and school 
grounds and developing guidelines 
regarding the placement of high-risk 
sex offenders in our communities 
for the purpose of minimizing the 
number of sex offenders placed 
within a residential area or an 
area that already contains a high 
concentration of sex offenders.  
      Ball stated, “I am pleased this 
measure was adopted in Putnam, 
but we need to ensure that all the 
children across our state are safe.  
There are nearly 500 convicted 
sex predators living in Westchester 
right now.  Our children are not safe 
and good legislation is being dead-
ended by the liberal majority at the 
state level.  As Putnam County and 
now Westchester County realize, 
it is up to us at a local level to 
create and enact our own safety 
measures.” 
      “Beginning in 1999, violent 
crimes, including rape and assault, 
have increased in our communities 
upstate. The number of reported 
rapes upstate alone have increased 
by almost 6 percent in the last 
couple of years – and many sex 
crimes like rape go unreported. 
Additionally, the State Division 
of Criminal Justice reports that 
26,400 offenders were released 
back into our communities during 
2006 and projects another 26,000 
will be released again this year. 
Now, more than ever, we must take 
a stand against the criminals who 
are invading our neighborhoods,” 
Spano continued. 
      The press conference was held 
at Westchester County Courthouse 
where the Assemblymen were 
joined by Westchester County 
Legislator George Oros and 
community activists. The task force 
will be touring the state to develop 
similar initiatives in other counties. 
      “It is upsetting that these 
measures are continually ignored 
in Albany.  But if passed by every 
county, our local officials and 
law enforcement would have the 
tools they need to keep these sick 
criminals away from our children 
and out of our neighborhoods,” said 
Ball. 
      “How many more people must 
have their lives ruined by sexual 
assaults while bipartisan discord 
keeps legislation in Albany from 
being passed? Leading this task 
force, I am determined to put an 
end to sexual violence in our State. 
If that means we have to go to every 
community in New York, we will 
go and help them keep these sick 
predators be kept as far away from 
our families as possible,” Spano 
concluded. 

Spano Leads Sex 
Offender Watch 

Task Force
Spano and Ball Work To Keep Sex Offenders 

Out of Our Communities

N E W 
ROCHELLE, NY 
-- Children in the 
Composers of the 
Future program 
are busy getting 
ready for the 
May 5 concert 
when they will 
hear their original 
c o m p o s i t i o n s 
played on stage. Thanks to a recent 
grant from the New York State 
Music Fund, this will not be a once-
in-a-lifetime experience. 
      Eleven New Rochelle students 
currently enrolled in the five-year-
old Composers program have been 
meeting weekly since late January 
with professional musicians who 
teach them composition and run 
workshops to help them learn 
how the notes they write on paper 
sound on various instruments. 
The program culminates with a 
professional concert on May 5, 
where the students introduce their 
pieces to the audience and receive a 
recording of the performance.
      The Westchester Chamber 
Orchestra (WCO), which runs 
Composers of the Future in 
collaboration with New Rochelle’s 
Songcatchers music education 
program, has been awarded a two-
year, $50,000 grant from the New 
York State Music Fund, through the 
Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors. 
This grant will allow WCO to 
extend the Composers program to a 
“graduate” level, enabling students 
who have completed the first phase 
to delve into more advanced areas, 
such as orchestration, arrangement 
and small ensemble composition
      “It has always been one of my 
dreams to enable the students to work 
with professional musicians. These 
children are talented and interested 
but in many cases, can’t afford 
expensive lessons or instruments,” 
says Sister Beth Dowd, founder 
of Songcatchers, which also runs 
a summer choir camp, a concert 
choir and Kindermusik programs in 
addition to the After-School Music 
Program, of which Composers is 
part. Songcatchers operates out 
of the old St. Gabriel’s School on 
Liberty Avenue, which also houses 
a soup kitchen and food pantry. 
      “We’re really looking forward 
to helping the children explore more 
advanced areas of composition. 
It’s the natural next step,” says 
WCO founder and artistic director 
Barry Charles Hoffman, a New 
Rochelle resident. His 30-member, 
professional orchestra will “world 
premiere” the children’s pieces at 
its May 5 concert at Iona College’s 
Joyce Auditorium. The concert, 
which closes WCO’s current season, 
will also feature violinist Alex 
Abayev performing Mendelssohn’s 
Violin Concerto in E minor, as well 

Preparation for 
“Composers of the 

Future”  
Concert Continues

as the Orchestra’s 
p e r f o r m a n c e 
of  Schumann’s 
Symphony no. 3, 
op.97, in E flat 
major. 
      C h i l d r e n 
between the 
ages of seven 
and 13 who have 
participated in 

Songcatchers’ After-School Music 
Program for at least one year are 
eligible for Composers of the 
Future. They meet twice a week 
between Jan. 30 and mid-April, 
when their pieces are completed. 
They attend rehearsals for the May 
5 concert and at the performance 
they introduce their works to the 
audience and remain on stage as the 
pieces are played.  
      Outreach is second nature to 
the WCO, says Hoffman. His group 
runs jazz institutes for homeless 
children, a student piano competition 
and was involved in other projects 
with Songcatchers before the 
2002 inception of Composers 
of the Future. His 30-member 
professional orchestra performs a 
free concert every year as part of 
New Rochelle’s Independence Day 
celebration. This is in addition to a 
four-performance concert season at 
Iona College’s Joyce Auditorium 
and appearances at such venues 
as the Westchester Arts Council in 
White Plains, the Katonah Museum 
of Art and the historic Philipsburg 
Building in Yonkers.
      The Westchester Chamber 
Orchestra is one of four county 
organizations and 218 statewide 
which received Music Fund grants 
in December. The Music Fund is 
a program created by the Office 
of the New York State Attorney 
General to make contemporary 
music of all genres more available 
and accessible to diverse audiences 
and communities within the state. 
The Fund grew out of settlements 
with major recording companies 
investigated for violating state and 
federal laws prohibiting “pay for 
play” (also called “payola”).
      Hoffman points out that over 
the years, Composers of the Future 
has been the beneficiary of financial 
support from a variety of sources, 
including the Westchester Arts 
Council, the Menken Foundation 
and through a state Assembly 
member items grant initiative 
sponsored by Assemblywoman 
Amy Paulin. “I am so happy that 
I could help support this program. 
Arts programs add to the quality 
of life in our community, and 
it’s always a pleasure to see such 
a successful program like the 
Westchester Chamber Orchestra’s 
take new measures to involve the 
youth of our community in the 
arts,” she noted.  
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What makes a school system excellent? 

According to a 2006 report issued by the Bureau of Labor Statistics, the more you learn, 

the more you earn.  An excellent school system, therefore, tries to reduce, if not 
eliminate, its dropout rate.  If you know someone who is thinking of dropping out of 
school, show them the following chart.   

Earnings and unemployment for full-time workers age 25 and over, by education 

Weekly  Salary Education Unemployment 
Rate 

$1,421 Doctorate 1.6% 

$1,129 Masters degree 2.1% 

$937 Bachelor’s degree 2.6% 

$583 High school diploma 4.7% 

$409 Less than a high school 
diploma

7.6% 

These figures are an average for the entire country.  Education not only brings more 
money into your life, but it also reduces the chance of unemployment.  Let’s make sure 
that programs that address the dropout rate in Yonkers are fully funded.  Local businesses 
improve when our schools improve.  Hire a Yonkers Public Schools student. 

An education is yours forever. 

Encourage all of our students to stay in school and graduate on time. 

YONKERS, NY -- City Council 
President Chuck Lesnick and 
Majority Leader Pat McDow 
are having a hard time finding 
their way when it comes to 
education funding in Yonkers.  
   Mayor Phil Amicone questioned 
their highly publicized flip-flop on 
the issue this week and then criticized 
the pair today for standing by idly as 
crucial school funds were blocked 
from the  city’s impending budget. 
   On Tuesday, April 10th, Mayor 
Amicone hosted a bipartisan rally 
of state, county, and local officials 
aimed at drawing attention to 
shortfalls in education aid and 
property tax relief for Yonkers 
residents in the 2008 adopted state 
budget. Unbelievably, Lesnick and 
McDow led an anti-rally on the 
same day, praising state officials 
for their efforts on the state budget. 
   “I applaud Senator Stewart-
Cousins and Governor Spitzer for 
… the state’s contribution to our 
city,” McDow said in an April 10, 
2007, City Council Democrat Press 
Release. In a separate release issued 
that same day, Lesnick went on to 
say that state officials “stepped 
up to the plate by creating a fairer 
funding formula that guaranteed 
Yonkers more school funding.” 
   Apparently Lesnick and McDow 
were pleased with New York 
State’s contribution to education in 
Yonkers, going so far as to call it 
“fair,” even though Yonkers Schools 
received the smallest increase in 
education funding of any big city 
in New York. ...But that’s not what 
they said only one month ago. 
STEP 1: Lesnick/McDow plead 

for more education funding from 
N.Y. State Budget; Source: 2007 
City Council State Legislative 
Priorities, March 13, 2007  
STEP 2: Lesnick/McDow 
flip-flop & praise N.Y. State 
for shortchanging Yonkers’ 
schools; Source: City Council 
Press Release, April 10, 2007 
STEP 3: Lesnick/McDow then 
stand by as crucial education 
funding is blocked from City 
Budget; Source: City Council 
Meeting, April 10, 2007. 
   Here’s what Lesnick and McDow 
said about their top “priority 
item,” education funding in the 
state budget, only four weeks ago: 
“Governor Spitzer’s proposed 
budget calls for a $16.4 million 
increase in state aid to Yonkers. 
We request that the Legislature of 
the State of New York change the 
[education] funding formula in 
order to provide a necessary $50 
– 60 million in new money for 
the operations of Yonkers Public 
Schools.” - Source: Yonkers City 
Council 2007 State Legislative 
Priorities, March 13, 2007     
    Confused? So was Mayor Amicone. 
   “I can’t understand how anyone 
can travel to the state capitol, 
pleading for an additional $50 – 60 
million, and then be satisfied with 
only $3 million more than was 
originally proposed,” Amicone said, 
referring to the Lesnick/McDow 
flip-flop. “Talk about settling for 
peanuts! Our publicschool children 
and our taxpayers deserve better 
than that, which is why I invited 
all city councilmembers to join me 
in calling for additional education 

funding. I’m disappointed that 
Councilmembers Lesnick and 
McDow chose not to join me in 
that appeal. Why would any elected 
official from Yonkers be against 
more funding for their own city?” 
   But wait! Lesnick and 
McDow weren’t done yet. 
   Later on Tuesday, at a meeting 
of the Yonkers City Council, 
$38 million in critical school 
funding was blocked from being 
applied to the city’s coming 2008 
budget by one of Lesnick and 
McDow ’s Democrat colleagues. 
   The funding, which came in 
the form of two existing revenue 
sources—city income tax surcharges 
and mortgage tax receipts 
(anticipated at a combined $38 
million for 2008), require a home 
rule message from the City Council 
in order to be approved by the state 
legislature and then applied to the 
school system in the city’s budget. 
   In an obvious political move, both 
measures were delayed, just as Mayor 
Amicone is preparing the 2008 city 
budget; Source: Agenda of the City 
Council of the City of Yonkers, 
April 10, 2007, Items 9 & 10. 
   “Councilmembers Lesnick 
and McDow called for ‘fiscal 
responsibility’ in their press release 
on Tuesday, but I can’t imagine 
anything more irresponsible than 
allowing critical funds for core 
services like education, police, fire 
and sanitation to be blocked. The 
leadership on the City Council 
should realize this and stop playing 
political games with crucial funding 
in our budget,” Amicone said.

Lesnick/McDow Lost When it Comes to 
School Funding in Yonkers!

By Roger Witherspoon 
      
The Hudson Highlands, with its 
barren forests and a thin blanket 
of snow, stood 
in frozen relief 
against the 
morning, winter 
sky.
      W i n t e r ’ s 
wind was 
w h i p p i n g 
through the 
hills at 20 miles 
an hour, the 
t e m p e r a t u r e 
in the state 
parklands near 
West Point 
hovered just 
south of Zero, and the ski slope 
soaring 1,200 feet over the frozen 
expanse of Silver Mine Lake was 
bereft of human or wildlife. Which 
made it a perfect place to ride the 
Range Rover, Land Rover’s ultra 
comfortable, super charged, go 
anywhere, and do anything SUV.
      The lower third of the mountain 
had a 30 degree slope and sledding 
was allowed in this section. Then 
it got incrementally steeper, from 
45 to 60 degrees – a range where 
few vehicles could go. On early 
spring and summer mornings, 
I’ve driven super off road vehicles 
– the Hummer, Nissan Xterra, 
Jeep Wrangler, and FJ Cruiser – in 
figure eights on the upper slopes, 
disturbing bees and bunnies in the 
process. But I had never taken the 
trek in the snow.
      Fortunately the Range Rover 
was designed by folks who 
believed in the concept of off-road 
for dummies, taking the guesswork 
out of trips over hill and dale. After 
turning one button on the console 
to “snow,” another to “hills,” and 
locking the six-speed automatic 
transmission in low, I drove merrily 
up the ski slope, passing the sign 
reading “No Sledding Above 
this Point,” and continued up the 

Ranging Far and Wide, Roving Over the Countryside
steeper, bumpier incline while my 
favorite off-road song – the Temps’ 
Runaway Child – blared over the 14 
Harmon Kardon speakers and 710-

watt subwoofer 
from the car’s 
sound system 
and reverberated 
off the 
mountainside. 
      I came down 
by making a 
series of figure 
eights from one 
side of the snowy 
slope to another, 
until I was again 
at lakeside. 
I could have 
come straight 

downhill, but then, all that would 
have been necessary was to push the 
“downhill” button on the console, 
take my foot off the pedals, and 
let the Range Rover drive itself. 
Left to my own discretion it was 
possible, of course, to push one 
of the wrong suspension settings 
on the Rover – whose wheels can 
bump up and down some seven 
inches without your noticing. But 
since the undercarriage shows on 
the color screen in the midst of 
the dashboard with an animated 
diagram of each wheel, the terrain 
and recommended setting, the error 
would have been easy to correct. 
      Deeper into the park is a flood 
control canal built by the forest 
rangers in an isolated, hilly area. It 
was a jagged spillway about 30 feet 
wide and six feet deep, featuring a 
gravel base lined with rocks about 
eight inches in diameter which 
wound around and down the hill 
before emptying into a culvert wide 
enough for compact car. On this 
day, the rocks were coated with 
ice and about a foot of frigid water 
tumbled down the raceway before 
disappearing into the culvert.
      I set the Ranger’s gears to 
“grass,” “snow” and “hill’ and drove 
up to the top of the rocky raceway. 

Then I changed the “grass” setting 
to “rocks,” entered the icy raceway 
and began zigzagging across.  The 
Range Rover’s 20-inch wheels 
bounced up and down on the rocky 
surface and the water gushed and 
pushed the intruding craft. But 
the Rover is designed with an air 
suspension, and the wheels can 
bump nearly seven and a half inches 
without creating a ripple within the 
passenger cabin or disturbing the 
tunes in the CD player. And since 
it is designed to traverse more 
than two feet of water, the running 

stream did not affect the ride. 
      Presumably, the Range Rover’s 
designers were all from the land of 
the giants since the door sill is more 
than two feet above the pavement 
and there is no convenient step 
– something you would expect to 
find in any set of off-road wheels, 
especially the high priced variety. 
But that’s a short person’s lament.
      The Range Rover, at just under 
$100,000, is a luxury everything 
car designed to take you in comfort 
over the roughest terrain or run 
with the racers along the highway. 
The vehicle’s supercharged V8 
engine cranks out 400 horsepower 
and pushes the 5,800-pound Rover 
from a standing start to 100 miles 
per hour in just 7.5 seconds. 
      In this case, the Rover’s 

commercials don’t lie. On a wide 
open Connecticut highway shining 
in the midday sun you can encounter 
the rush of energy portrayed in the 
TV ad as you accelerate through six 
seamless gears to 120 and fly through 
the snow covered countryside. It’s 
a speed not recommended in the 
average SUV, particularly as you 
approach the well banked curves on 
the Interstate. 
      But the Range Rover drives 
like a high priced sport sedan, 
responding instantly to any touch 
of the wheel and gripping the road 

as tightly as a groupie holds onto a 
newly minted NBA recruit. 
      Inside, the Range Rover has 
just about everything you could 
want for a six-figure investment. 
The audio system has AM/ FM and 
Sirius satellite radio, with fingertip 
controls on the tilt and telescoping, 
leather covered steering which, on 
cold days, can be heated at the touch 
of a button. For those in back, there 
are optional controls for the audio 
system or a DVD player – with 
separate screens built into the backs 
of the front headrests.
      The Rover has a satellite based 
navigation system which can be 
set to off-road mode and guide you 
through any uncharted territory. 
And there is a choice of voices and 
languages – male or female – for 

your directions. There is a built-in 
Bluetooth communications system, 
though the sound is loud in the car 
and can sometimes be difficult to 
understand. The entertainment, 
communications and navigation 
systems can all be operated through 
voice commands.
      For comfort, the Rover has deep 
leather seats which can be heated or 
air cooled, and the front pair are 
power adjustable. There are three 
levels of heat, with the top level 
apparently designed for use in sub 
zero temperatures.
      This is a car for big and small 
people. There is enough leg and 
headroom for five NBA centers, 
but since the foot pedals and the 
steering wheel telescope, the car is 
also a comfortable fit for those of us 
who live a lot closer to the Earth. 
And there are small, thoughtful 
touches, like the soft blue lights 
in the door handle, air vents, and 
window controls so they can be 
easily seen in the dark.
      The Range Rover is a car for 
any mood: Running the roads 
with the big dogs, or turning 
your back on the world and 
heading anywhere you choose.  
 
2007 Range Rover 
MSRP: $95,250
EPA Mileage:
13 MPG City; 19 MPG Highway
As Tested Mileage:
12 MPG Mixed 
Performance/ Safety: 

0 – 60 MPH: 7.1 Seconds; 0 – 100 
MPH: 7.5 Seconds
Top Speed: 130 MPH
Towing Capacity: 7,716 
Pounds, 4.2-Liter, supercharged, 
fuel injected, V-8 engine producing 
400 horsepower and 420 pound-
feet of torque; 6-speed automatic 
transmission with electronic manual 
mode; electronic air suspension 
with automatic load leveling and 
multiple modes – general, snow, 
mud, sand and rock; independent 
front and rear suspension; power 
assisted, 4-wheel disc brakes; anti-
lock braking system; all-terrain 
dynamic stability control; hill 
descent control; 20-inch aluminum 
alloy wheels; 9 airbags, front, side 
and head; fog lamps and xenon 
headlights; rear view backup 
camera. 
Interior / Comfort: 
AM/FM/ Sirius satellite radio; 6-
disc, in-dash CD and MP3 player; 
710-watt, 14-speaker Logic 7 
surround sound system; DVD player 
with screens inset in headrests, 
wireless headphones and rear audio/
video controls; Bluetooth phone 
communications; satellite-based 
navigation system with off-road 
functionality; voice commands for 
navigation, audio controls, phone 
and notepad; tilt, telescope leather 
steering wheel with fingertip audio 
controls;  power sunroof; heated 
steering wheel; heated or cooled 
front and rear seats.

Dear EarthTalk: I’ve seen those 
images of polar bears stranded on 
small islands of ice and heard that 
some are now dying by drowning. 
How are other wildlife populations 
affected by global warming?        -- 
Jessie Walters, via e-mail  

   Most researchers agree that even 
small changes in temperature are 
enough to send hundreds if not 
thousands of already struggling 
species into extinction unless we 
can stem the tide of global warming. 
And time may be of the essence: A 
2003 study published in the journal 
Nature concluded that 80 percent 
of some 1,500 wildlife species 
sampled are already showing signs 
of stress from climate change. 
The key impact of global warming 
on wildlife is habitat displacement, 
whereby ecosystems that animals 
have spent millions of years 
adapting to shift quickly. Ice giving 
way to water in polar bear habitat 
is just one example of this. Another, 
according to The Washington Post, 

Earth Talk: From the Editors of E/The Environmental Magazine
is the possibility that warmer spring 
temperatures could dry up critical 
breeding habitat for waterfowl in 
the prairie pothole region, a stretch 
of land between northern Iowa and 
central Alberta. 
   Affected wildlife populations 
can sometimes move into new 
spaces and continue to thrive. 
But concurrent human population 
growth means that many land 
areas that might be suitable for 
such “refugee wildlife” are already 
taken and cluttered with residential 
and industrial development. A 
recent report by the Pew Center for 
Global Climate Change suggests 
creating “transitional habitats” or 
“corridors” that help migrating 
species by linking natural areas that 
are otherwise separated by human 
settlement. 
   Beyond habitat displacement, 
many scientists agree that global 
warming is causing a shift in the 
timing of various natural cyclical 
events in the lives of animals. 
Many birds have altered the 

timing of long-held migratory and 
reproductive routines to better 
sync up with a warming climate. 
And some hibernating animals are 
ending their slumbers earlier each 
year, perhaps due to warmer spring 
temperatures. To make matters 
worse, recent research contradicts 
the long-held hypothesis that 
different species coexisting in a 
particular ecosystem respond to 
global warming as a single entity. 
Instead, different species sharing 
like habitat are responding in 
dissimilar ways, tearing apart 
ecological communities millennia 
in the making. 
   And as wildlife species go their 
separate ways, humans can also feel 
the impact. A World Wildlife Fund 
study found that a northern exodus 
from the United States to Canada 
by some types of warblers led to a 
spread of mountain pine beetles that 
destroy economically productive 
balsam fir trees. Similarly, a 
northward migration of caterpillars 

in the Netherlands has eroded some 
forests there. 
   According to Defenders of 
Wildlife, some of the wildlife species 
hardest hit so far by global warming 
include caribou (reindeer), arctic 
foxes, toads, polar bears, penguins, 
gray wolves, tree swallows, painted 
turtles and salmon. The group fears 

that unless we take decisive steps to 
reverse global warming, more and 
more species will join the list of 
wildlife populations pushed to the 
brink of extinction by a changing 
climate. 
   Contacts: Pew Center for 
Global Climate Change, 
w w w . p e w c l i m a t e . o r g ;         

Defenders of Wildlife, 
 www.defenders.org.
Got an environmental question? 
Send it to: EarthTalk, c/o E/The 
Environmental Magazine, P.O. Box 
5098, Westport, CT 06881; submit it 
at: www.emagazine.com/earthtalk/
thisweek/, or e-mail: 
earthtalk@emagazine.com. 
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