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WHITE PLAINS, NY -- With the 
coming of spring, many Westchester 
residents are contemplating home 
improvements.  And that is why 
Westchester County Clerk Timothy 
C. Idoni is reminding residents 
that if they hire a plumber or 
electrician to do work in their 
Westchester home, that plumber 
or electrician must have a valid, 
unexpired Westchester County 
license.  In order to determine 
whether a plumber or electrician 
is licensed in Westchester County, 
Idoni invites residents to visit 
www.westchesterclerk.com, where 
a database of all licensed master 
electricians, master plumbers, 
restricted master plumbers and 
journey level plumbers can be found. 
   And hiring a licensed tradesperson 
is not just a matter of personal 
preference; it is the law in 
Westchester County.  “We want 
to make it as easy as possible for 
Westchester residents to comply 
with this law,” stated County Clerk 
Idoni.  “So in addition to having 
our staff on hand weekdays to 
advise residents of the status of a 
plumber or electrician’s license, 

Hiring a Plumber or Electrician?
County Clerk Idoni Reminds You to Check for a Westchester License; 

It’s The Law

we also want this information to 
be available to residents twenty-
four hours a day, seven days a week 
on our website.”  Idoni continued 
by stressing that being licensed in 
another county is not sufficient.  
“Westchester County law requires 
that a plumber or electrician 
performing work in Westchester 
must be licensed by Westchester 
County.  Our database will help 
residents confirm whether or not 
the trades person they are going 

to hire is licensed in this county.”     
   The Program Director of the 
Trades Licensing Division, Edward 
Brady, Jr. oversees the licensing of 
plumbers and electricians within 
Westchester County.  “Trades people 
who want a Westchester County 
license are required to go through a 
detailed application process, pass an 
examination, and submit sufficient 
proof of insurance before a license 
will be issued or renewed,” stated 
Brady.  “By requiring plumbers and 
electricians to qualify in our county, 
we prioritize the health and safety 
of consumers and provide a uniform 
standard for the vast majority of 
licensed professionals who provide 
great service to their customers.” 
   The Office of the Westchester 
County Clerk’s Trades Licensing 
Division assists plumbers and 
electricians who are applying for 
professional licenses, as well as 
consumers who would like to check 
the status of a plumber or electrician 
they wish to hire.  In addition, 
the office provides administrative 
support to the Electrical Licensing 

By Henry J. Stern
  
Wednesday morning (April 18) 
we wrote about the massacre at 
Virginia Tech on April l6, signaling 
out weaknesses in the mental health 
system and the gun laws of Virginia 
as contributing factors which 
enabled the killer to remain at the 
college for years and, finally, to turn 
his vicious fantasy into tragic reality.. 
    We now know that Cho was 
seriously mentally ill, not secretly 
or behind a facade of normalcy, 
but openly and blatantly, visibly 
demonstrating his impairment by 
his withdrawn behavior, his refusal 
to talk to other students, his total 
lack of affect, and the violent and 
threatening written work that he 
submitted in class. He seems to 
have made little effort, if any, to 
conceal his emotional disorder.  
He stalked women and was caught 
at it.  He refused psychiatric 
help when it was offered to him. 
   Cho was a textbook case of 
mental illness, and the pathetic 
shrinks at Virginia Tech thought he 
was no danger to anyone.  Maybe 
they just didn’t want to fill out the 
forms or risk a lawsuit or embarrass 
themselves or each other. Maybe 
they can’t tell mental illness if it 
stares them in the face.  Now, they 
are in for at least eighty lawsuits 
from the parents of the dead and the 
injured survivors, which are likely 
to be consolidated into a mass tort. 
   We don’t like lawsuits, but some 
people deserve to pay for their 
stupid mistakes, especially if their 
ignorance or sloth caused the death 

He was Crazy; They were Dumb
We Revisit the Virginia Tech Massacre: The Closer You Look, the 

Worse it Gets

of innocents. The guilty should 
be required to pay personally, 
not have their bills paid by the 
university they so poorly served.  
   We are curious to know what 
Cho could have done to show these 
bumblers that he was dangerous.  
Of course, no one knows for 
certain how any individual case 
will turn out.  But when there is 
a risk to others as the result of 
the conduct of someone who is 
clearly and obviously mentally ill, 
these officials should recognize 
their responsibility to the young 
people they are hired to protect, 
as well as the “patient” who was 
smart enough not to waste his time 
talking to them.  What behavior 
would have concerned them?  Not 
the writings, not the silence, not the 
stalking?  Cho is dead; he will now 
be spared their ministrations.  But 
what about the 32 faculty members 
and students that he murdered.  
   Are they to be considered 
collateral damage, the necessary 
cost of the psychiatrists’ (if they had 

that training) delusive belief that 
no one should be institutionalized 
without his consent unless he 
is stark, raving mad.  Did they 
care about evidence presented 
by responsible faculty members?  
The governor of Virginia’s 
investigation should examine 
their notes and look into their 
fitness to practice their profession. 
    The incredibly lax gun laws of 
Virginia have a major share of 
responsibility for the tragedy.  Sure, 
if Cho had been determined to kill 
he could have found guns elsewhere, 
but selling instruments of death in a 
pawnshop across the street certainly 
facilitated the crime. The gun laws, 
however, among the weakest in 
the nation, appear impervious to 
change.  Some people believe that if 
the   students were also armed, they 
could have stopped the intruder.   
We know from experience that the 
wide availability of guns creates 
rather than reduces opportunities 
for murder.  Unfortunately, that 
belief is not shared by many people 
and their legislators.  We can focus 
our anger on the National Rifle 
Association, which may be the 
most malignant of lobbies, but 
they reach people by preaching the 
mantra of self-protection, which 
is not an outrageous proposition 
in today’s world.  After all, 
we don’t see the United States 
unilaterally disarming, do we?  
    Not-so-bright cops and timid 
university administrators are 
a problem everywhere.  While 
locking down the entire campus 

By Hezi Aris

   Politics has taken 
center stage this year; 
earlier than in previous 
times; likewise on 
the local political 
landscape. In Yonkers, 
both Democrat (D) 
and Republican (R) 
hopefuls have declared 
their intentions. Each 
is in the process of 
differentiating themselves from the 
large crowd of contenders. In the 
Yonkers mayoral race, incumbent 
Phil Amicone (R) leans on his record 
as Mayor of Yonkers. Arthur “Mike” 
Doran (D) strides into the political 
arena on his record of service 
garnered as Chief Administrative 
Judge of the Yonkers City Court. 
Dennis Robertson (D) brings his 
business acumen and recently 
learned skills on the Yonkers City 
Council. Lenny Spano (D) brings 
the promise of imparting leadership 
qualities he learned as President 
of the Westchester County Police 
Benevolent Association. Vincenza 
Restiano (R) brings many years of 
service on the Yonkers City Council 
and as President of the Yonkers City 
Council President to the forefront.
   In Yonkers politics, as in other 
realms within Westchester County, 
the political protagonists are nothing 
more than marionettes controlled to 

Political Black Horses 
Maintain Hold on 
Yonkers’ Declared 

Candidates
some degree or another 
by the puppet masters. 
In Yonkers they are 
former Mayor Angelo 
Martinelli, former 
Senator Nick Spano, 
and former Mayor John 
Spencer. Assisting them 
are the past and present 
respective leaders of the 
Yonkers Democratic 
City Committee 
(Chairman Ken Jenkins, 

Pauline Galvin, and Ralph Arred), 
and those of the Yonkers Republican 
City Committee (Chairman Zehy 
Jereis, John Jacono, Frank Adamo, 
Lenny Spano Sr., and Frank 
Coppola). Those puppet masters 
have maintained an iron grip on 
the City of Yonkers. Each in their 
own way choked the life out of a 
city deserving of more out of their 
elected officials. The “old guard” 
hardly gave a care about the public 
welfare, except to permit their anger 
to be vented at select venues. 
   In Yonkers’ battered spouse 
syndrome scenario, Martinelli, 
Spano, and Spencer were the 
abusers. They promised better 
days only to deliver lucrative deals 
for their family and friends. They 
would surround themselves with 
legal resources (lawyers) to exact 
riches for themselves, friends, and 
family. They screamed and yelled 
when one among them would 

PEEKSKILL, NY -- Legendary 
singer Al Martino will perform 
his favorite hits and classic love 
songs at a special concert to 
benefit the Brain Tumor Society 
at the Paramount Center for the 
Arts in Peekskill on Sunday, May 
6, at 3:00 pm.  Peekskill resident, 
singer, and entertainer, Doug 
Ferony and his 15-piece orchestra 
will accompany Mr. Martino. 
Al Martino, known for his many 
hit songs including Spanish Eyes, 
Volare, and Can’t Help Falling 
in Love is widely recognized for 
acting the role of Johnny Fontane 
in Frances Ford Coppola’s epic film 
The Godfather.  He also sang the 
film’s title score, The Love Theme 
from The Godfather. 
   Concert organizer and special 
guest, Doug Ferony, will also 
perform classics from the American 
song book including Rocking 50’s, 
love songs, show tunes, and Frank 
Sinatra style favorites that he has 
sung in concerts, clubs and casinos 
around the country, from New York 

Al Martino Performs 
Benefit Concert at 
Paramount Center

Special Guest Doug Ferony and his Orchestra

to Las Vegas.  All proceeds from 
this fundraising concert will benefit 
the research, education and support 
services of The Brain Tumor Society 
to help find a cure for brain cancer.  
Mr. Ferony’s fundraising efforts and 
affiliation with the BTS is always in 
memory of his wife, Joan.  
   
The Paramount Center for the Arts 
is located at 1008 Brown Street, 
Peekskill, New York.  For tickets 
and information call 877 840-0457 
or visit www.paramountcenter.org. 

ALBANY, NY -- New York State 
Assemblyman George Latimer (D-
Westchester, 91st A.D.) has released 
a list of local grants - commonly 
known as “member items” - for 
his Sound Shore communities. The 
proposed grants are all listed in the 
2007-08 State Budget as part of 
the openness and “transparency” 

Latimer Releases Local 
Grant Information

Assemblyman Highlights New “Transparency”

required for better ethics. The items 
are listed on the Assembly website 
at www.assembly.state.ny.us. 
   “The mission is to make sure people 
know exactly where their money 
has gone” Latimer stated. “None 
of the grants are final until there is 
full review by the State Attorney 
General, the State Comptroller and 
the specific department of State 
government. But in a climate where 
some have accused legislators of 
channeling money to relatives and 
friends, to campaign contributors, 
to paper organizations, I want my 
Sound Shore neighbors to know 
exactly where the grants have been 
targeted. The list includes well-
known organizations - police and fire 
departments; libraries; programs for 
senior citizen groups, and so forth”. 
The Assemblyman was authorized 
to allocate $153,000 for the 2007 
year, broken down as follows: 
New Rochelle:
Iona College - $5,000 

E L M S F O R D , N Y , 
,GREENBURGH, NY and 
YONKERS, NY -- In the days 
following the Nor’easter that 
left record flooding in our area, 
State Senator Andrea Stewart-

Sen. Stewart-
Cousins 

Visits Flood-
Damaged 

Areas

see Flood Damaged Areas Pg. 4

By Senator Jeff Klein

   Ever since Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt’s legendary “First 
Hundred Days” in office, 
the preliminary success of 
an administration has been 
evaluated by that same measuring 
stick. However, it is impossible 
to reverse more than a decade of 
‘dysfunction’ in a mere three and 
a half months. Yet, despite the 
magnitude of this tremendous task, 
with the leadership of our new 
Governor, we in Albany have made 
several lasting inroads on the path 
to real reform. Here are just a few 
highlights from the first hundred 
days of the 2007 legislative session: 
I look forward to the work ahead.

Property Taxes
   Home ownership is one of 
the great opportunities afforded 
under the American Dream. It 
represents both the privilege and 
responsibility of freedom. However, 
if the responsibility outstrips the 

Highlights of the First 
Hundred Days

privilege in the form of crushing 
property taxes, then society has 
ceased to serve its members. It is 
with this in mind that my legislative 
colleagues and I voted our minds 
and consciences for a state budget 
that includes a $5 billion expansion 
of the state’s School Tax Relief 
(STAR) program, with greatest 
increases in property tax relief 
targeted directly to middle class 
families who need it most.  

see First Hundred Days Pg. 4

Untitled 
Tempered by the 

Tragedy at Virginia 
Tech

By MaryAnn McCarra-
Fitzpatrick

tears prick the eyes, 
these tiny knives, not yet 
released to the cheek, the 
bitter drops collected in cupped 
hands 
 
even the back of the brain 
cannot comprehend 
this sorrow, the hearts 
run through with swords 
glinting like the bullet-flash 
that brought our loved ones low, 
flesh of our flesh, our 
children, behind walls of 
bricks and books and 
papers left unwritten, the 
proctor smiles and says 
time’s up 
 
the sand run through already? 
it cannot be, but is

MaryAnn McCarra-Fitzpatrick is a  
poet residing in Mount Vernon, NY.
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Like Klockwork

He Was Crazy; They Were Dumb
We Revisit the Virginia Tech Massacre: The Closer You Look, the Worse it Gets

From Page 1

New York Civic

might have the preferable solution 
after the outbreak of terror at 7 
a.m., these guys didn’t even patrol 
the buildings.  Who guarded 
Norris Hall?  Who was nearby 
when Cho chained the doors shut.  
We know the killer spent the two 
hours between his murders on a 
trip to the post office to send his 
hideous screeds to NBC by express 
mail. This gives a new meaning 
to the phrase “going postal.” 
   What did Charles Steger, the 
university president, and Wendell 
Flinchum, his home-grown police 
chief, who had spent his entire 
professional life as a campus cop, 
do during the two hours of grace 
they received?   Did they call for 
reinforcements?   Did they call 
on State Troopers to protect the 
students or to capture the killer?  
Did they warn the students by e-
mail after the first murders that a 
killer was loose.  They knew two 
people had already been slain by an 
unknown killer.  How much time 
did they consume giving an innocent 
boy the third degree?   Even if they 
thought young Thornhill might 
be guilty, didn’t they have an 
obligation to search the campus 
for a possible murderer.  How 
long did it take them to find out 
the poor kid didn’t do it?  Was 

it only the sound of gunshots in 
Norris that rattled their brains? 
   Were the college officials more 
interested in protecting the reputation 
of Virginia Tech than protecting the 
lives of its students?  Very often the 
cover-up is more damaging than the 
crime.   If they had simply sounded 
the alarm, the results could have 
been quite different.   The series of 
unfortunate events clearly requires 
the departure of President Steger 
and Chief Flinchum, if only to 
assure parents that their children’s 
lives receive a higher priority than 
their school’s reputation.   The 
question is whether the denouement 
will come rapidly, or whether the 
unhappy pair will be left to twist 
in the wind during the inevitable 
intensive investigation that is sure to 
take place.  Who knows, maybe the 
ol’ boys network will get them off.  
   This discussion of the ineptitude 
of college officials should not 
detract from the major issue of gun 
control.
   There should be strict Federal 
regulation of interstate traffic in 
guns.  There should be stricter 
requirements before firearms can 
be purchased.  The laws against 
trafficking, gun running and 
smuggling should be enforced 
strictly.  We need more public officials 
who share the intensity of Mayor 
Bloomberg’s feelings on this issue. 

   Unfortunately, we are not 
likely to see radical reform 
in this area any time soon. 
Gun-owning is part of the 
American culture, but so was 
cigarette smoking, now in decline. 
“If guns are outlawed, only 
outlaws will have guns” 
is superficially credible. 
There are so many other important 
issues that Southern and Western 
Democrats are not ready to 
jeopardize their Congressional 
or Senate seats by getting tough 
on gun owners.  We have seen 
so many Westerns and crime 
movies where the good guys used 
their guns to get the bad guys. 

“Guns don’t kill people, people 
kill people”   Why don’t the anti-
gun forces think up some powerful 
slogans, and see if they can persuade 
Americans to support their position. 
   But although it may be the price of 
democracy to give people access to 
weapons, we are not obligated to put 
up with incompetent public officials 
or security personnel, whether in 
medicine or law enforcement.   So 
as we wade through the debris 
at Blacksburg, and the families 
bury of their beloved youngsters, 
we should work at what, if 
anything, we can do to prevent 
or mitigate similar tragedies. 
   The conclusions we 
draw are relatively simple: 
• Diseased minds plus easy access 
to guns equals mass murder.
• Inept police, fuzzy 
psychiatrists and frightened 
administrators make things worse.  
• There will always be some 
crazy people.  That is why 
we build mental hospitals. 
• They may not help the 
inmates that much, but they 
do safeguard the rest of us. 
• If there is uncertainty, 
public safety deserves more 
importance than it receives. 
   We do not know how to deal 
effectively with real terrorists 
if an entire university police 
force cannot prevent one man 

with a gun from serially killing 
32 students and faculty.  More 
training is urgently needed. 
   The media have written extensively 
about the tragedy at Blacksburg.  
We have linked to what we think are 
the three best columns that appeared 
today.  Other columns appear on 
the websites of the individual 
newspapers.  We are impressed both 
by the particular insights and by 
the information that these columns 
convey.  If you are interested in 
the case, we suggest you link to 
them.  We picked just one from 
each of three papers, but that is not 
to derogate any we did not select.. 
   Daily News, p53, Charles 
Krauthammer, AFTER THE 
MURDERS, MORE MADNESS, 
Gun control is now put on the 
front burner, but crazy people 
get to reach the boiling point. 
   Post, p43, Rich Lowry, WE 
LET LOOSE THE LOONIES 
   Sun, p10, Kay Hymowitz, 
IN LOCO PARENTIS - NOT 
   It was if there were a billboard 
hung around Cho’s neck with the 
words “Stop Me. Please.”

Mr. Stern is president of New York 
Civic (www.NYCivic.org) and a 

blogger on public issues. 
He was New York City’s Parks 
Commissioner for fifteen years 

under Mayors Koch and Giuliani.
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Political Black Horses Maintain Hold on Yonkers’  
Declared Candidates
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By Joe Klock, Sr.
 
   When I was a barefoot boy in 
rural Pennsylvania (a few years 
after the most recent glacial 
retreat), the principal labor-saving 
devices of personkind - then 
sexistically called mankind - were 
goofing off, shirking responsibility 
or having a staff of lackeys. 
   You wanted to listen to the radio 
or change stations? You got off 
your butt and did the dials. Wanted 
heat? You shoveled coal. Wanted in 
or out? You worked the doors by 
hand. Grass needed cutting? Push 
a mower. Uneaten garbage? You 
schlepped it to a slop bucket. Wanted 
to play golf? You lugged your own 
thundersticks. Had to go to school? 
You walked (typically several miles, 
as I recall it, and uphill both ways). 
Wanted pearly teeth? You polished 
‘em manually. Felt like going 
places? Most often, you traveled by 
shank’s mare, unless your family 
had a real horse or a Tin Lizzy. 
   Had you been blessed with 
motherhood back then, you also 
got to hand-wash most garments 
and dry goods, shove them through 
a wringer after rinsing, then drape 
them on a clothesline, while casting 
a worrisome eye on storm clouds. 

There is a Burgeoning Blubberhood of Man
   Among those families less 
monetarily endowed, there were 
unpleasant treks to and from the privy. 
   Curiously, these are still referred to 
by some - me militantly not among 
them - as the “good old days;” 
old, maybe, but not all that good. 
   Thenadays, obesity was a 
relatively minor concern, largely 
due to a much higher level of 
physical activity and the fact that 
Whoppers and whopping doses of 
fries were not yet available at almost 
every intersection on the planet. 
   We were a leaner species then, 
and less likely to have either 
clogged arteries or mushy six-
packs both above and below a 
barely identifiable waistline.  
   Thereafter, human artifacts such as 
your humble scribe, stood witness 
to a massive invasion of American 
life by “modern conveniences,” 
each one rapidly morphing from 
luxury status to a basic necessity. 
   They included automatic 
washers, dryers and dishwashers, 
room thermostats to maintain 
comfortable room temperature, 
power mowers, microwave ovens, 
indoor plumbing, golf carts, 
multiple family flivvers, automatic 
garage door openers, electric tooth 
brushes and that last bastion of male 

dominance, the remote control of a 
multitasking entertainment center. 
   Young people who formerly went 
to school on foot, roller skates or 
bicycles are now shuttled door-
to-door by bus or parent power. 
They tend to spend much of their 
discretionary time emulating 
statuary in front of the boob tube, 
cellphoning or text messaging, 
jabbing at electronic keyboard 
games and only occasionally 
breaking a sweat in athletic pursuits. 
   As a result, we Americans 
of all vintages have advanced 
in age, avoirdupois, girth and 
sponginess at a rate similar to that 
of aspirant sumo wrestlers or geese 

destined for a Foie Gras platter. 
   Mind you, I don’t argue that life 
would be better if we still churned our 
ice cream by hand and hand-cranked 
our automobiles, but replacing 
physical tasks with machines creates 
a buildup of unburned calories, 
gradually changing fit to fat and 
rendering wardrobes obsolete. 
   It also makes many of us grateful 
that mirrors are mercifully fogged 
up when we step out of the shower. 
   According to Dr. James Levine, 
of the prestigious Mayo Clinic, 
the avoidance of normal chores 
due to modern conveniences may 
account for a daily surplus of up to 
200 calories, unburnt energy that, 
sez he, “potentially could account 
for the entire obesity epidemic.” 
   Hitting closer to home, The 
Cooper Institute in Dallas, found 
that completing daily tasks 
without automated assistance 
increases one’s energy burn-up 
by as many as 300 calories daily, 
preventing 2.5 pounds of fat 
from being added at month’s end. 
   Weight (and waist) results vary, 
but it stands to reason that unless 
saved energy is not otherwise 
consumed, today’s macho man 
becomes tomorrow’s matzoh ball 
and present sylphs are inevitably 

the roly-polies of the future. 
   The answer? Neither pleasant nor 
complex. If you’re more rotund and 
gelatinous than you’d like to be, 
but unwilling to change your eating 
habits, figure out the least painful 
way to burn an extra 200 calories 
per day and see if that does the 
trick in a month or so - then adjust.  
   For me, that would mean a 
half-hour at 4 mph EVERY day, 
with a TV monitor for diversion. 
   Your formula will vary and 
you should consult both a 
doctor and an exercise expert. 
   Alternatively, just hang out 
with fatter people and hope 
you’ll beat the odds. Meanwhile, 
you are your blubber’s keeper. 
     

Freelance wordworker Joe Klock, 
Sr. (joeklock@aol.com) is a winter 

Floridian who summers in New 
Hampshire. 

More of his “Klockwork,” is at 
www.joeklock.com.

corrupt the system for their own 
sakes, and demeaned and shunned 
the other when they were at the 
helm of the political heap. The 
evolution of corruption took hold as 
the public learned it was irrelevant 
and removed from the equation of 
political clout. 
   Still, surrogates would fill the 
electorate with promises of fair 
play, while their masters filled 
government positions with their 
family and friends. Cronyism ruled 

the days then, and maintains its grip 
to this day. In Yonkers, everyone 
knows their name; what they 
earn; and how they “earned” their 
position. None mentioned is clean; 
each is not sorry for their complicity. 
Today they come before in soiled 
undergarments hidden from view in 
new attire. 
   Can any of them cut the strings 
of yesteryear? Will any of them 
deliver on promises long dead on 
the roads that once led to political 
power? Will meritocracy reign or 
will cronyism be maintained? Will 

civil service exams that are designed 
to cater to the “chosen” candidate’s 
skills, rather than for the position 
being sought, be expunged from 
the system? Will Yonkers succumb 
to “hope” and “new visions” 
rather than demanding substantive 
explanation of what plans could be 
installed to make the changes people 
have demanded for years? How 
will transparency in government 
be brought forward? Will the 
public demand plans to meet the 
issues of economic development, 
demands for delivering education 

and maintaining or supplanting 
the school infrastructure? Is there 
a plan for meeting union contracts 
long expired? What are the plans 
for meeting balanced budgets? How 
will the City of Yonkers come to the 
point of economic self sufficiency?
   So what will it be over the next 
months? Will the “old” new names 
be independent of the past or will 
we again resign ourselves to the 
failures of the past?
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Weir Only Human

The Progressive Liberal 
Crusader

Vultures Waiting for a Free Meal

It Can Be Done

Dear Mr. Aris:
   Dawn Alfaro’s letter attacking 
Doug Colety, Chairman of the New 
Rochelle Republican Party has no 
specific issues listed.  She is entitled 
to her opinion but when she says 
Mr. Colety’s statements may be 
“true or untrue” she exposes her to 
total lack of knowledge about New 
Rochelle City Council actions.  
   Mr. Colety is truthful when he 
cites last year’s  increases in crime 
in the city. The riot at New Roc 
and the added security promised 
there only reinforce this truth.  
For many years our City Council 
instead of arranging recreation 
centers for teens, preferred to allow 
them to hang out in New Roc. 
    In spite of all our downtown 

development, our city taxes in all 
three categories have continued to 
rise higher and higher.  A further 
contrast in Mrs. Alfaro’s letter 
about our bond rating can be shown 
through a quote from a White Plains 
official who stated although White 
Plains could get a better bond rating 
if they city raised real estate taxes 
he chose not to go that route.
    When Mrs. Alfaro specifies 
issues then we will be able to assess 
their validity.  In summary, Doug 
Colety’s letter was l00% honest 
and expressed many concerns of 
taxpayers in the city.  
 
Sincerely,
Florenz DeRaffele
New Rochelle, NY

Letter to the Editor

By Bob Weir                       
   Is this a great country, or what? 
A churlish shock jock makes some 
callous, insensitive remarks on his 
radio/TV show and he’s reduced to 
a pathetic, smoldering pile of human 
rubble. He’s branded a racist, a 
bigot, a misogynist and every other 
derogatory title. He is fired and 
his career of more than 30 years is 
destroyed in a matter of days. On 
the other hand, a female stripper 
makes some of the most outrageous 
accusations imaginable about 3 
men, costing their families a small 
fortune in legal bills over a period 
of a year before it’s revealed that 
the woman lied. These 3 innocent 
young men have been dragged 
through the mud and are facing the 
label of “rapist” for the rest of their 
lives. However, the woman will not 
be facing any charges. Now, what is 
the common denominator in these 2 
stories? Unless you’ve been living 
in a space capsule for the past few 
weeks you’ll know that the answer 
is race. You’ll also know that there 

are some common characters that 
appear in both tragedies; their 
names are Sharpton and Jackson.  
   They jumped to the defense of 
the black woman who said she was 
raped by the 3 Duke University 
Lacrosse players; not because they 
care about the woman, but because 
the case represented another 
opportunity for the 2 Harlem 
hustlers to get publicity. They 
staged protests against the boys and 
played the race card as skillfully 
as Satchmo played the trumpet. 
Of course, none of this is new to 
Sharpton. Twenty years ago, a 15-
year-old black girl named Tawana 
Brawley was found in a garbage 
bag near her New York home. She 
claimed she’d been abducted, raped 
and sodomized by six white men, 
some of them police officers, over 
a period of 4 days. The details of 
the case were sensational enough 
to guarantee national headlines. 
Her body was smeared with feces, 
racist slurs had been written on her 
torso and her clothing was torn and 

burned.  
   The entire country was appalled 
that such a despicable crime 
could occur at a time when race 
relations had seemingly improved 
dramatically since the days of 
Jim Crow. Sharpton, then merely 
an ambitious local rabble-rouser, 
jumped on the case, even accusing 
prosecutor Steven Pagones of 
being one of the rapists. Brawley’s 
horrible accusations turned out to 
be completely and viciously false. 
It was discovered that she was 
partying with friends at the same 
time she alleged she was raped and 

brutalized. In addition, a witness 
reported seeing her climb into the 
garbage bag herself.  
After the phony scandal was 
exposed, Brawley, who changed 
her name to Maryam Muhammad 
(naturally), left town with about 
$300,000 of defense fund money 
that had been raised for her. 
Sharpton never apologized to all the 
people he hurt in that case and now 
says he won’t apologize to the Duke 
boys he smeared. Notwithstanding 
the fact that the Attorney General 
of North Carolina has declared the 
boys innocent of all charges and that 

the DA, Michael Nifong, is a “rogue 
prosecutor,” neither Sharpton nor 
Jackson has enough integrity to 
say they’re sorry. Keep in mind, 
both of these lowlife race baiters 
refer to themselves as “Reverend.” 
Jackson, who has a record of using 
anti-Semitic comments and has 
admitted to spitting in the food of 
white people when he worked in a 
restaurant, has about as much moral 
fiber as a stray dog in heat, rubbing 
against someone’s leg.  
   Don Imus, for all his impropriety, 
has illustrated that he has more 
courage and character than his 
duo of antagonists; he apologized 
sincerely and profusely to those 
he offended. Moreover, Imus has 
raised millions of dollars for cancer 
victims, abused and neglected 
children and countless other 
charitable causes. Not that it matters 
to those who sit on their lazy, 
worthless rear ends, waiting for the 
productive members of society to 
make a mistake so they can pounce 
on them and swindle a free lunch. 

A few days ago, conservative 
columnist, Michelle Malkin was 
“subbing” for Bill O’Reilly on his 
show. A guest who called himself a 
member of the “New Black Panther 
Party” referred to Ms. Malkin as 
a “prostitute for her white master, 
Bill O’Reilly.” (Isn’t prostitute 
another word for “ho“?) This guy 
sat there with that hackneyed, 
dinosaur era, “angry black man” 
look on his face, about 30 years too 
late with his ludicrous pretense of 
outrage. Cretins like him, Jackson 
and Sharpton are vultures, feeding 
on the leftovers from people who 
actually work for a living. I’d say 
they should be fired, but first they’d 
have to have jobs.  

Bob Weir is a contributing 
columnist to 

Yonkers Tribune 
and 

Westchester Times Tribune. 
and can be contacted at
BobWeir777@aol.com.

By Jason Gooljar
   
   Recently, I happened to catch 
the rerun of a Cable News 12 
Westchester town hall style meeting 
on gang violence in the county. 
I must commend the Nepperhan 
Community Center and News 
12 for providing a forum on this 
subject. This televised forum makes 
for a good reason as to why local 
news and good journalism should 
always be held in high regards. 
From my observation of the event, 
it appeared that there was a strong 
emphasis placed on gang activity 
and gang violence in Yonkers. 
This was understandable since the 
event was held at the community 
center and many of the participants 
who made statements were from 
Yonkers. Yet, I also think that we 
must not forget that gang activity 
and gang violence happens 
everywhere in this county; and it 
was good to see the Mount Vernon 
and Yonkers police commissioners 
present on the panel to discuss this. 
As a viewer of the discussion, it was 
very informative to hear from all 
the sides affected by gang activity.  

There were high school students 
who spoke out against gangs, 
residents of areas that are plagued 
by the problem, parents concerned 
for their child’s safety going to and 
from school, former gang members 
who have been rehabilitated, 
and sadly even a few mothers 
who lost children to gang related 
shootings. This is indeed a topic 
that warrants further discussion 
and hopefully I can continue the 
dialogue here in this column.  
   One of the ideas that was brought 
up to help combat gangs, is to 
take away the need or reason for 
someone to want to join in the first 
place. When these teenagers and 
twenty-somethings join a gang; 
most of them do it for the perception 
of security, status, financial gain, 
and a sense of belonging. Of course 
it does not help that gangsterism is 
often glorified in the entertainment 
industry without showing the real 
consequences of such a lifestyle. 
Nevertheless, part of reclaiming 
the community from the negativity 
perpetrated by a gang, is to provide 
the alternatives for these young 
people that will eventually translate 

into happy and 
p r o d u c t i v e 
members of 
society. I often 
find that just 
showing people 
a different 
reality than 
the one they’re 
accustomed to 
is enough to 
shake them free 
and realize that 
opportunity is 
out there. For me, 
moving from the 
inner-city into 
Westchester was such an experience. 
Hopelessness can lead to many bad 
things including criminal behavior, 
so its important to give people 
hope and the chance at a better life.  
   When combating adversity and 
the issue of gangs there are great 
religious leaders, civic groups, and 
non-profit organizations that have 
done a tremendous amount to help. 
Many of them were highly visible 
during this past News 12 forum. 
They deserve all the financial and 
emotional support we can give. At 

the same time I 
must also agree 
with our hard 
working state 
senator of the 
35th district 
that government 
does have a role 
to play; whether 
at the state or 
city level.  How 
can government 
help? How 
about in the area 
of job creation? 
Another issue 
that was 

brought up during the forum 
was the lack of jobs that could 
serve as the alternative to gangs. 
What if the city of Yonkers, 
the state, or the county created 
something like the Works Progress 
Administration (WPA) of the past?  
   During the Great Depression New 
York City was run by a mayor by 
the name of Fiorello H. LaGuardia, 
who in my opinion, is the greatest 
mayor that city has ever seen. He 
was a Republican who had the 
support of FDR and acted like a 

New Dealer himself. LaGuardia 
was given credit for restoring the 
economy of New York City back 
then by using massive public 
works programs run by his parks 
commissioner to employ thousands. 
He put the city to work to build on 
its infrastructure and eventually the 
city was paid back in spades. The 
Works Progress Administration 
of the Roosevelt Era built many 
public buildings and roads which 
put thousands to work as well. The 
prevailing concept was that you 
made an investment in the people 
which would then pay itself off and 
help the economy in the long run.  
   One idea that could be pursued 
is to put people to work in the 
area of alternative energy and 
energy conservation. There are 
projects underway overseas that 
run cogeneration plants where the 
“waste” heat from the generation of 
electricity is then used to heat water. 
Towns are running local generators 
that are powered by cogeneration 
boilers and photovoltaic (solar) 
arrays to heat, and cool buildings 
reducing carbon emissions 
dramatically. Why can’t we educate 

people (like these young kids who 
are surrounded by gangs) to learn 
how to run this equipment and pursue 
other alternative energy ideas? The 
money we’d save the county (not to 
mention doing our part to combat 
climate change) is the repayment 
of the investment we’d make. 
Not to mention that there would 
now be a newly equipped local 
workforce that is highly trained. 
That could only help the economy.   
   An investment in people is really 
missing in this nation. We have 
become hyper-individualistic 
now and do not even know our 
neighbors anymore. We allow 
ourselves to be sold on tax cuts as 
being “our money” when in reality 
it underfunds the community that 
we live in. If we invested in these 
young kids who turn to gangs we 
can save them, it can be done. We 
will see the profits come back to us 
in more ways than one. 

Visit Jason Gooljar, at
http://www.jasongooljar.com 
the progressive liberal on a 

crusade!online.

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- Morton’s 
The Steakhouse is partnering with 
the American Red Cross and the 
nation’s leading women in wine to 
recognize America’s “Women of 
Spirit” at exclusive wine dinners to 
be held at Morton’s restaurants in 
38 cities from coast to coast.
   Residents of Westchester County 
are encouraged to nominate a 
“woman of spirit” from their 
community who has demonstrated 
an exceptional commitment to 
volunteerism and service - women 
who reflect similar values and 
principles to the mission of the 
American Red Cross.  
    Nominations are being accepted 
online at www.mortons.com/
womenofspirit now through May 
7, 2007. Winners will be honored 
at a dinner in either New York 
City on June 20th or in Stamford, 
Connecticut on August 10th. The 
wine dinners will be priced at 
$150 per person, and Morton’s will 
donate a portion of the proceeds 
from all the dinners to the American 
Red Cross. 
    The woman who is selected from 
the nominations in each market will 

also be honored by the American 
Red Cross’ local chapter during 
the wine dinners at Morton’s.  In 
addition, the women wine experts 
the women wine experts will speak 
about the wine selections featured 
that evening, give their personal 
philosophy on wine, and discuss 
their own achievements in the 
highly competitive wine industry. 
    The 38-city wine dinner campaign 
will conclude in late September with 
an “all-star” gala event honoring 
America’s “Women of Spirit” and 
the American Red Cross, to be held 
in Washington, DC, at the Morton’s 
in Georgetown, which will also be 
celebrating its 25th anniversary. 
 
For additional details, and the full 

schedule of “Women of Spirit” 
wine dinners, go to
www.mortons.com. 

For additional information about 
the mission of the American Red 

Cross, go to
 www.redcross.org.

Morton’s The Steakhouse 
to Honor

“Women of Spirit”
Nominations Now Being Accepted for 

Community Volunteers

Local Chapter of American Red Cross to Benefit 
from Event Dinners

By Andy Wainer

   It is well known that what you 
say during a job interview is very 
important. However, studies now 
show that HOW you communicate, 
HOW you present yourself, HOW 
you sit and comport yourself 
and HOW you interact with the 
interviewer during an interview, 
may be even more important. We 
call these factors ‘Personality 
Factors”. In a recent survey of New 
York hiring managers, personality 
- including such traits as energy, 
positive attitude and enthusiasm - 
ranked ahead of experience as a key 
factor in hiring decisions!
   As a career counselor, many of 
my clients have asked me, “What is 
the real purpose of a job interview? 
After all, the answers to many of the 
questions they ask can be found on 
my resume!” The word interview is 
derived from the Latin, meaning “to 
see about each other”. Primarily, 
the purpose of an interview is 
so the employer can assess your 
personality traits that are considered 
to be the most important in the 
workplace: your communication 
skills, enthusiasm, self-confidence, 
interpersonal skills, ambition and 
even your appearance. These traits 
can be evaluated, to some degree, 
during an interview.
Before the Interview
   Your assessment begins before the 
interview. You should be dressed 
professionally; conservatively and 
neatly - wear wrinkle-free clothing; 
pay attention to your hair, hands and 
fingernails, and be sure your shoes 
look good. Men need a good shave; 
women should avoid overdoing the 
jewelry. Both genders should smell 
nice but avoid overdoing fragrance. 
Be sure your clothes have no 
stains.
   Arrive 10-15 minutes early and 
be courteous and polite to the 
secretary; in fact, learn his or her 
name for future follow-up. If you 
tend to get overly nervous, be sure 
to do a relaxation exercise, such as 
deep breathing or muscle tensing 
and relaxing, before the interview. 
(Read How to Calm Your Interview 
Jitters on www.collegejournal.
com ) Next, be sure to greet the 
interviewer by name, warmly, with 
a firm handshake and a smile. Wait 
to sit until you are invited to do so.
Body Language/Non-Verbal 
Communication
   Maintain a firm - but not stiff - 
formal, upright, business position 
during the interview. Sit up 
straight; have an open, receptive 

Personality Wins The Job Interview

posture, indicating you are listening 
attentively and eager to discuss 
your knowledge, skills, abilities 
and accomplishments, as well as 
what you can contribute to the 
company. In fact, lean forward 
slightly; this helps you to avoid 
seeming too rigid and adds to your 
open receptiveness. Avoid crossing 
your arms, and, if possible, your 
legs as well. Don’t fidget, slouch 
or lean back in a relaxed, informal 
manner. Maintain good, steady eye 
contact, no different than when 
you are with a co-worker, friend, 
family member, etc. To emphasize 
your most relevant strengths and 
accomplishments, talk with your 
hands several times during the 
interview. This will give you some 
good energy and add dramatic effect 
to your words. But as with all tips, 
don’t overdo it!
Matching
   Try to match the personality of the 
interviewer. Research shows that you 
will be received more favorably if 
you do a fairly good job of matching 
the interviewer’s pitch and tone, 
pace of talking, smiling, nodding, 
body posture and enthusiasm. In 
other words, if the interviewer is 
talking rapidly, you may need to 
pick up your pace a bit. If she is 
nodding frequently, you should nod 
at least sometimes (appropriately of 
course). So pay close attention to 
these things! However, don’t fake 
your personality range, and, again, 
don’t overdo anything. Matching 
should almost be sub-conscious: 
if you’re 100% focused, and fully 

concentrating, and well-prepared, 
with an open, receptive body 
posture, you’ll be fine.
Other Tips
   Appear to be in control of your 
destiny! If the subject comes up, 
you have gone on some interviews 
and have some more coming up. 
Never appear desperate. Never 
cut off the interviewer when he’s 
talking. Try to make a connection 
with the interviewer: if you see a 
photo, or picture, or memento in the 
office that you can say something 
about, or ask a question, try it - it 
takes some of the pressure off both 
of you and helps bridge the gap. 
Keep your answers brief. Don’t 
forget to research the employer 
before the interview.
Closing the Interview
   To close the interview, smile, 
give a firm handshake again, thank 
the interviewer for the opportunity 
to interview, and reiterate why 
you are interested in the position, 
and that you expect to receive a 
positive response in a few days. 
Ask about the next step - will there 
be a second round of interviews? 
Is there a timetable? Be sure to 
get the interviewer’s business 
card. Mention anything about your 
strengths or what you can contribute 
to the company that you may have 
not yet said. When you get home, 
compose a good thank you letter 
on your computer, and mail it, and 
e-mail a brief thank you as well. 
Follow up with a call in a few days 
if you haven’t heard back from the 
employer.

Summary

Every interview is an opportunity to 
practice your interviewing skills, to 
learn about the art of interviewing, 
and to improve for the next 
interview. See it as a challenge - 
you can even have fun! If you have 
this kind of attitude, I guarantee 
more interviewing success.

Copyright 2007, All Rights 
Reserved. This document shall not 
be reproduced without permission 

from the author.

Andy Wainer is a 
Career Counselor at the 

One Stop Employment Center 
in Westchester County, NY, 

(as a Partner for Westchester 
Community College) and the 

owner of Career-Power 
 www.career-power.com 
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YORKTOWN HEIGHTS, NY 
--  Matthew Cossolotto, author 
and former House-leadership 
congressional aide, announced a 
new strategic focus for Ovations 
International. He calls it: 
“Leadership Communications in 
the Public Interest.” 
   In explaining the new strategic 
direction, company president 
Cossolotto said: “I’m very 
interested in making our range 
of executive and strategic 
communications services available 
to leaders in the public-sector and 
nonprofit arenas. I’m eager to spend 
more time working with public-
interest organizations that serve the 
common good on behalf of causes 
like international understanding, 
educational programs, human 
rights, government accountability, 
pro-democracy reform, 
environmental protection, 
development assistance, 
humanitarian relief work 
generally. The goal is to help 
leaders of organizations in these 
fields develop and deliver truly 
compelling messages that really 
make a difference in a positive 
way -- both domestically and 
in the international arena.” 
   Cossolotto continued: “And I want 
to make my services available at 
affordable prices. I fully recognize 
that public-interest organizations 
operate on tight budgets, so I plan 
to tailor my fees to accommodate 
organizations in the association, 

“Leadership Communications in the Public Interest”
education, NGO, 
nonprofit, and 
p u b l i c - s e c t o r 
communit ies .” 
   Cossolotto 
went on to say 
all new clients 
will receive a 
special half-
price discount 
for the first 
speechwrit ing, 
speech coaching, 
or workshop-
related project 
with Ovations. 
In addition, all clients will receive 
a complimentary copy of his 
forthcoming book, All The World’s 
A Podium—Unleash Your Authentic 
Podium Power and Speak Your Way 
to the Peak. The book has already 
received advance praise from 
several notables, including Hendrik 
Hertzberg, former House Speaker 
Jim Wright, H. Brian Thompson, and 
Granville Toogood, author of The 
Articulate Executive. Publication 
is expected within the few months.  
   Following is a summary of 
the company’s newly positioned 
“Leadership Communication 
Services in the Public Interest.”  
 
· Executive Speechwriting: Designed 
to help public-interest leaders 
develop powerful, motivating 
speeches and presentations 
for a wide variety of venues. 
 

· Presentation 
CPR: Matthew 
a d m i n i s t e r s 
e m e r g e n c y 
“ P r e s e n t a t i o n 
CPR.” He helps 
breathe new 
life into an 
existing speech 
or PowerPoint 
p r e s e n t a t i o n 
by injecting a 
healthy dose 
of verbal 
punch, creative 

r e s t r u c t u r i n g , 
and message clarity.  
 
· One-on-One Speech Coaching: 
Developing a compelling 
presentation is only half the battle. 
A well-crafted speech poorly 
delivered will fall flat or bomb 
completely. There is a solution. 
Set up a few one-on-one coaching 
sessions with Matthew before 
your next speech. You and your 
audience will be very glad you did. 
 
· Strategic Messaging: Matthew 
works with public-interest 
organizations on all forms of written 
communications—including by-
lined articles, press announcements, 
video scripts, annual reports, and 
white papers—to get compelling 
messages out to key audiences.  
 
· Podium Power! Training 
Programs: Matthew has created 

Podium Power! workshops and 
forums for leaders and management 
teams. These programs can be 
integrated into an organization’s 
ongoing management development 
and leadership training efforts.
  Author of HabitForce! and the 
forthcoming All The World’s A 
Podium: Unleash Your Authentic 
Podium Power and Speak Your Way 
To The Peak, Matthew Cossolotto 
works with leaders who want to 
enhance their influence and serve 
the common good by reaching their 
Peak Podium Potential. Matthew 
is a former aide to House Speaker 
Jim Wright and Congressman 
Leon Panetta. He also worked as 
a senior executive speechwriter at 
MCI, Pepsi-Cola International, and 
GTE. In 1996, Matthew founded 
Ovations International -- “Home 
of the Standing O®” -- providing 
clients with speechwriting, speech 
coaching, media relations, and 
training services. He has developed 
speeches and/or coached speakers 
for a variety of prestigious venues, 
including the Economic Club of 
Detroit, the National Press Club, 
Houston Forum, Cleveland City 
Club, SuperComm, the Microsoft 
CEO Summit, and the UN General 
Assembly.

Visit www.ovations.com for 
your free copy of “The Power of 

SPEECH: The Six-Point Checklist 
for Powerful Presentations.”

College of New Rochelle             
$5,000 
New Rochelle YMCA                  
$5,000 
New Rochelle Youth Hockey      
$2,000 
New Rochelle Public Library       
$5,000 
Thomas Paine Association
$3,000 
Audlt Learning Center-Ursuline   
$3,000 
New Rochelle Opera                     
$2,500 
Larchmont: 
Larchmont Fire Department      
$8,500 
Larchmont Police Department   
$5,000 
     
Mamaroneck Village: 
Mamaroneck Chamber of 

Latimer Releases Local Grant Information
Assemblyman Highlights New “Transparency”

From Page 1 Commerce   $5,000 
Mamaroneck Public Library                  
$1,500 
Mamaroneck Village Police Dept         
$8,500 
Mamaroneck Town: 
Mamaroneck Artists Guild                  
$5,000 
Mamaroneck Town/Cemetery 
Study  $5,000 
Rye City 
Rye Auxiliary Police Dept            
$5,500 
Rye Recreation Study                    
$2,400 
Rye Free Reading Room               
$2,500 
KIDS S.P.A.C.E.                          
 $2,500 
Rye Town: 
Crawford Park Defibrillators             
$4,500 
PC/RT/RB Chamber of Commerce   

$5,000 
Port Chester: 
Port Chester Fire Department      
$8,500 
Port Chester Village Records 
Management  $2,400 
JFKennedy Magnet School         
$10,000 
Rye Brook: 
Rye Brook Village On-Line      
$8,000 
Rye Brook Seniors Center         
$2,000 
Countywide: 
Bronx River Sound Shore 
Audubon  
$2,700 
Child Care Council of Westchester   
$10,000* 
Medicare Rights Center                     
$5,000 
Of Home, Family, Future                  
$3,000 

Women’s Enterprise Development    
$10,000* 
   
Final approval for the proposed 
grants will be made over the next 
60 days, with formal announcement 
letters sent to each organization. 
Reallocations are possible should 
any proposed grants be denied during 
the governmental review process. 
   “I don’t believe the majority of 
my colleagues will take this public 
disclosure action - but I’ve always 
been committed to openness and 
inclusion”, Latimer stated. This is 
the second year the Assemblyman 
has publicly released a list of local 
grants; the 2006 list was released 
last fall.

* - grants made in agreement with 
Westchester Assembly Delegation 

Cousins (D-Yonkers) and her staff 
have visited hot spots along East 
Hartsdale Avenue in the Town of 
Greenburgh, Elmsford, as well as 
the St. Casimir, Clunie Avenue, and 
Palmer Road areas of Yonkers.  
   “There’s no question that our 
residents have been heavily hit. 
It is my hope that we can provide 
help to those with the greatest need 
of assistance, especially senior 
citizens, business owners and those 
with special needs as quickly as 
possible,” said Senator Stewart-
Cousins.   
The Senator has been working 
closely with Governor Spitzer’s 
office in Albany to highlight the 
plight of people in Yonkers and 
Greenburgh. She applauded the 
Governor for acting so quickly 
in reaching out to the Bush 
Administration for federal aid for 
Westchester County and others 
in the state. In kind, Stewart-
Cousins nodded to the state’s 
federal representatives, Senator 
Schumer and Senator Clinton, who 
have urged President Bush to send 
immediate aid to the state.   
   “This storm has wreaked havoc 
throughout the county. Merchants 
along East Hartsdale Avenue in 
Greenburgh have been heavily hit. 
Water and debris removal from 
homes, buildings and local roads 

have also taken a heavy financial 
toll on local municipalities. We are 
doing all we can on a state level to 
assist the affected areas,” Senator 
Stewart-Cousins.  
 The Senator’s Office has been 
working in tandem with County 
Legislator Ken Jenkins (D—WF-
Yonkers), Westchester County 
Department of Social Services, 
initiated communication with the 
City of Yonkers, and the Yonkers 
Police Department, and Greenburgh 
Supervisor Paul Feiner in providing 
assistance to affected residents 
and business owners. The Senator 
expressed eagerness to work with 
officials on the municipal and local 
levels to improve the coordination of 
emergency services and response. 
People who are still experiencing 
difficulty are encouraged to please 
contact the Senator’s District Office, 
located at the Hudson Valley Bank 
Bldg., 35 East Grassy Sprain Road, 
Suite 205, Yonkers, NY 10710. 
Telephone: (914) 961-3355. 

New York State Emergency 
Management Office - State 

Emergency Coordination Center 
- Staffed 24 Hrs. (518) 292-2200.
The State Insurance Department’s 
Disaster Hotline: 1-800-339-1759.
Westchester County Department of 

Emergency Services: 
(914) 231-1850.

Sen. Stewart-Cousins Visits 
Flood-Damaged Areas

From Page 1

Education
The 2007-08 budget will also help 

keep property taxes down by adding 
millions of dollars in additional 
funding for school districts 
throughout Westchester County.  
The Education, Labor and Family 
Assistance budget that passed on 
April 1st contains more than $19 
billion in school funding, including 
more than $334 million in operating 
aid to Westchester school districts 
in the 34th Senate District.  This 
represents a $25 million increase 
over 2006-07 funding levels, and a 
$6.8 million increase over Governor 
Spitzer’s original budget proposal. 
Furthermore, the restructuring 
of the education aid formula 
makes sure that the new money 
goes where it is needed the most.   
Criminal Justice
   After over a decade of partisan 
politics, New York State now has a 
civil confinement law on the books to 
help ensure that the most dangerous 
sex offenders get proper treatment 
and remain securely confined until 
they can safely rejoin society. This 
will help relieve some of the burden 
on local municipalities, which 
will no longer have to supervise 
these ticking time bombs, but 
can rather re-direct resources 
to better serve the community. 
Health Care
   Governor Spitzer’s first budget 
focused on reforming the health 
care system so that state Medicaid 
funding goes directly to the 
institutions serving the highest 
number of Medicaid patients.  It 
also significantly expanded the 
Child Health Plus program to 
make almost every uninsured child 
eligible for affordable insurance 
coverage. In addition, after lengthy 
negotiations my colleagues and 
I were able to get many of the 
proposed funding cuts that would 
have harmed local hospitals and 
nursing homes restored.

From Page 1

Highlights
of the
First

Hundred
Days

By Hezi Aris
EASTCHESTER, NY and 
TUCKAHOE, NY -- Senator Jeff 
Klein (D-Westchester/The Bronx), 
will joined local Eastchester 
officials, Mayor John Fitzpatrick 
of Tuckahoe, Mayor Mary Marvin 
of Bronxville, and a representative 
from SEMO (State Emergency 
Management Office), to survey 
the damages caused by the recent 
Nor’easter. The group conducted a 
structural assessment of Bronxville 
High School which has suffered 
extensive flooding, causing the 
basement gym to buckle rupture; 
and an infrastructural assessment of 
Yonkers Avenue, an arterial road in 
Tuckahoe traversed by 18-wheeler 
tractor trailers that use the route 
when traveling from east to west.   

The assessment 
process is necessary for 
ascertaining whether 
a minimum damage 
threshold will be met 
within the County of 
Westchester. “This is 
the first phase toward 
that end,” stated 
concerned Senator Jeff 
Klein. The minimum 
threshold is $22 million 
for the county; the 
Yonkers Avenue road in 
Tuckahoe will likely be 
assessed at between $1 
to $2 million in repairs.
Individual home owners 
may qualify for up to 
$28,000 in grants, while 
businesses may qualify 
for low interest loans.

Senator Klein Surveys 
Storm Damage with 

Eastchester and Tuckahoe 
Officials 

Bronxville High School Gym Buckle and 
Tuckahoe’s Yonkers Avenue in  

Process of Disintegrating

Senator Jeff Klein (right) conferring with 
Tuckahor Mayor John Fitzpatrick (left) over 

the beginning disintegration of Yonkers 
Avenue infrastructure in the wake of the 

flooding of the Bronx River caused by last 
week’s tumultuous Nor’easter. Picture 

courtesy of Hezi Aris.

An 18-wheel tractor trailer travels along Yonkers Avenue toward Yonkers. 
Yonkers Avenue has not suffered flooding while other points further west 

than this point readily did. During the 2007 Nor’easter flood waters 
crested the Bronx River onto Yonkers Avenue. The weight of trucks of this 
size pummelling along the road, and the height of the water level, caused 

the left concrete slab of the road to become depressed about 3 inches 
below where it stood prior to the storm. As water receded from under 

the concrete road, dirt underpinning the road is seeping along the banks 
of the river causing a hole to expand under the weight of the vehicles 
traveling upon it. The dividing line between between Tuckahoe and 

Yonkers’ Armor Villa, which suffered many private home flooding, have 
not been reported to Senator Klein or Senator Andrea Stewart-Cousins. 

Picture courtesy of Hezi Aris.

Bob Mascianica, Tuckahoe 
Superintendent of Public Works; 

Claire Gonnar, Village of Tuckahoe 
Trustee; Jeff Klein, NYS Senator; 

John Fitzpatrick, Mayor of 
Tuckahoe; and Mark Ferrari, 
Regional Director of Region 

II, New York State Emergency 
Management Office. Picture 

courtesy of Hezi Aris.
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Yonkers
BusinessWeek

P a r t n e r i n g  F o r  S u c c e s s

April 30th - May 4th
Don’t Miss This Event!

YONKERSBUSINESSWEEK.COM

Diamond Platinum

Pinnacle

SFC
STRUEVER FIDELCO CAPPELLI

comprehensive.

urban.

visionary.

Pinnacle
S P O N S O R S

- Mayor Phil Amicone

City of Yonkers Office of Economic Development [914] 377.6797
Yonkers Business Week Program is not sponsored by or affi liated with Businessweek Magazine, a publication of the McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc.

www.YonkersBusinessWeek.com
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A&E • Community

A MessAge

FroM

The Yonkers

FederATion oF

TeAchers

Pat Puleo, President

Pat Puleo, President 

A MESSAGE 

FROM 

THE YONKERS 

FEDERATION OF 

TEACHERS 

What makes a school system excellent? 

According to a 2006 report issued by the Bureau of Labor Statistics, the more you learn, 

the more you earn.  An excellent school system, therefore, tries to reduce, if not 
eliminate, its dropout rate.  If you know someone who is thinking of dropping out of 
school, show them the following chart.   

Earnings and unemployment for full-time workers age 25 and over, by education 

Weekly  Salary Education Unemployment 
Rate 

$1,421 Doctorate 1.6% 

$1,129 Masters degree 2.1% 

$937 Bachelor’s degree 2.6% 

$583 High school diploma 4.7% 

$409 Less than a high school 
diploma

7.6% 

These figures are an average for the entire country.  Education not only brings more 
money into your life, but it also reduces the chance of unemployment.  Let’s make sure 
that programs that address the dropout rate in Yonkers are fully funded.  Local businesses 
improve when our schools improve.  Hire a Yonkers Public Schools student. 

An education is yours forever. 

Encourage all of our students to stay in school and graduate on time. 

Ready,
“Radio achieves its 

highest calling when it 

resembles a platform, a 

forum for the expression 

of many different 

viewpoints …” 
-A.J. Parkinson 

                 

WHITNEY RADIO 

(914) 636-1460 

Peekskill 
Branch 
Office 

Relocates
to

Yorktown 
Heights 

YORKTOWN HEIGHTS, NY 
-- Westchester County District 
Attorney Janet DiFiore announced 
that, effective Monday, April 
23rd, 2007, the Peekskill Branch 
Office will have been relocated to 
1940 Commerce Street, 2nd Floor, 
Yorktown Heights, New York, 
10598. 
   The office move, taking place over 
the weekend, will not effect the 
daily operation of the branch or any 
pending cases.  The jurisdictions that 
the new Yorktown Heights Branch 
Office covers will not change, 
continuing to include The City of 
Peekskill, The Towns of Cortlandt 
and Yorktown and the Villages of 
Buchanan and Croton-on-Hudson.  
The phone and fax numbers as well 
as the hours of operation, will also 
remain the same. 
   The City of Peekskill informed 
the District Attorney late last year 
that the current space occupied 
in Peekskill would no longer be 
available in light of a request 
to the City of Peekskill by the 
New York State Office of Court 
Administration for additional room 
to accommodate Peekskill City 
Court expansion plans.  
   The original branch office was 
opened in Peekskill on April 30th, 
1975 under District Attorney Carl 
Vergari’s administration.  The 
branch handles over 3,000 cases 
each year and currently staffs three 
Assistant District Attorneys and 
support staff.  

For information about the move or 
directions to the new office, please 
contact the branch directly at (914) 

862-5140.  

By George Carlin 
 
I Am Your Worst Nightmare. I am 
a BAD American. I am George 
Carlin.
 
I believe the money I make belongs 
to me and my family, not some mid-
level governmental functionary be 
it Democrat or Republican!
 
I’m in touch with my feelings and I 
like it that way!
 
I think owning a gun doesn’t make 
you a killer, it makes you a smart 
American.
 
I think being a minority does not 
make you noble or victimized, and 
does not entitle you to anything.
 
I believe that if you are selling me a 
Big Mac, do it in English.
 
I believe everyone has a right to 
pray to his or her God when and 
where they want to.
 
My heroes are John Wayne, Babe 
Ruth, Roy Rogers, and whoever 
canceled Jerry Springer.
 
I don’t hate the rich. I don’t pity the 
poor.
 
I know wrestling is fake and I don’t 
waste my time watching or arguing 
about it.
 
I’ve never owned a slave, or was a 
slave, I haven’t burned any witches 
or been persecuted by the Turks 
and neither have you! So, shut up! 
already.
 
I believe if you don’t like the way 
things are here, go back to where 
you came from and change your 
own country! This is AMERICA.
 
I want to know which church is it 
exactly where the Reverends Jesse 
Jackson and Al Sharpton preach, 

where they get their money, and 
why they are always part of the 
problem and not the solution. Can I 
get an AMEN on that one?
 
I think the cops have every right 
to shoot your sorry rear if you’re 
running from them.
 
I also think they have the right to 
pull you over if you’re breaking the 
law, regardless of what color you 
are.
 
And, no, I don’t mind having my 
face shown on my drivers license. I 
think it’s good..... and I’m proud that 
“God” is written on my money.
 
I think if you are too stupid to know 
how a ballot works, I don’t want you 
deciding who should be running the 
most powerful nation in the world 
for the next four years.
 
I dislike those people standing in the 
intersections trying to sell me stuff 
or trying to guilt me into making 
“donations” to their cause.
 
I believe that it doesn’t take a 
village to raise a child, it takes two 
parents.
 
And what is going on with gas 
prices... again?
 
I believe “illegal” is illegal no 
matter what the lawyers think.
 
I believe the American flag 
should be the only one allowed in 
AMERICA!

If this makes me a BAD American, 
then yes, I’m a BAD American.

If you are a BAD American too, 
please forward this to everyone you 
know.

We want our country back!

Yes, I’m a Bad American

Ongoing  Services and Classes : 
Shabbat prayers Saturdays 
at 9:30 a.m. followed by 
luncheon style Kiddush.    
Men’s Yeshiva night, one 
on one study, topic of you 
choice, Mondays 8:00 p.m.  
Women’s Torah class, 
round table discussion, 
Tuesdays, 10:00-11:00 a.m. 
Jewish Arts Program for children ages 
7-12, every Tuesday 4:45-6:00 p.m.   
Jewish Learning Institute 
course ³ Flashbacks in 
J e w i s h  H i s t o r y ”  ,   N e w 
course beginning 
Tuesdays,  April 24th, 8:00 p.m. 
Musical Mommy and 
Me with Bobby Doowah, 
Wednesdays 10:15-11:00 a.m.  
Parsha class, discuss weekly 
Torah reading, every 
Wednesday at 8:00 p.m.  
 In-depth Parsha Class, 
every Wednesday, 9:00 p.m.  

Shavuot 
Ice Cream 

Party
Live! The 10 

Commandments- 
3319th Show! 

 
 
DOBBS FERRY, NY -- Wednesday, 
May 23rd, commemorates the 
holiday of Shavuot, the day the Jews 
received the Ten Commandments 
(Torah) and the revelation on 
Mount Sinai, 3319 years ago. The 
Mitzvah (Blessing) of the day on 
Shavuot, is to hear the reading of 
the Ten Commandments, and it is 
also customary to eat dairy* foods 
on the holiday.
As part of Chabad of the Rivertown’s 
mission statement to reveal the 
beauty and joy within Judaism, 
there will be a special children’s 
program for this Shavout. A fun, 
“Ice Cream Party” for the children 
during the reading of the Ten 
Commandments is scheduled for 
6:00 pm, Wednesday, May 23rd at 
Chabad- 303 Broadway. There will 
also be a light dairy dinner buffet. 
There is no charge for the party. All 
are welcome!
For more information about Chabad 
of the Rivertowns, call 914-693-
6100, or visit the www.chabadrt.
org Website. 
*Some reasons as to why Jews eat 
dairy on Shavuot:
1.       The Biblical book Song of 
Songs (4:11) refers to the sweet 
nourishing value of Torah by saying: 
“It drips from your lips, like honey 
and milk under your tongue.”
2.       The verse in Exodus 23:19 
juxtaposes the holiday of Shavuot 
with the prohibition of mixing milk 
and meat. On Shavuot, we therefore 
eat separate meals -- one of milk 
and one of meat.
3.       Upon receiving the Torah at 
Mount Sinai, the Jews immediately 
became obligated in the laws of 
Sh’chita -- slaughter of animals. 
Since they did not have time to 
prepare kosher meat, they ate dairy 
instead

 RIVERDALE, NY --In honor of 
Older Americans Month the Simon 
Senior Center of the Riverdale Y 
is sponsoring a writing contest for 
anyone 60 years and above. 
    This year’s Older Americans’ 
month theme is “Making Choices 
for a Healthier Future.”  Share your 
suggestions, ideas, and thoughts on 
that subject. What do you do to stay 
healthy? What else would you like 
to do? What are the choices? 
   Submissions, which may include 
poems, essays or short stories, 
should be between 50 to 200 
words.  Winners will be announced 
at a “Healthier Future” Luncheon 

MOUNT KISCO, NY -- Lexington 
Center for Recovery (LCR), one of 
the leading providers of alcohol and 
substance abuse treatment in the 
Hudson Valley, today announced 
that Executive Director Adrienne 
Marcus, Ph.D., CASAC, will be 
honored at the National Council on 
Alcoholism and Drug Dependence/
Westchester, Inc.’s (NCADD) Fifth 
Annual Luncheon. The luncheon 
will take place at Westchester 
Country Club, Rye, on May 3, 2007 
at 11:00 a.m.
   Dr. Marcus, who established 
LCR 25 years ago, has been at the 
forefront of developing alcohol and 
substance programs in Westchester 
and Dutchess counties that are 
geared specifically to underserved 
populations and to ensure that their 
needs are met on an ongoing basis.
   In 2006, according to the New 
York State Office of Alcoholism and 
Substance Abuse Services, more 
than 10% of the population ages 12 
and up in Westchester County has 

Dr. Adrienne Marcus to be Honored

a chemical dependency problem. 
Additionally, 14.2 percent of youths 
aged 12-18 were admitted to a drug 
abuse or alcoholism program.
   “Unfortunately, many treatment 
programs do not address the needs of 
children or adolescents. In addition 
to our adult programs, Lexington 
Center for Recovery has programs 
that are specific to the needs of 
youths of all ages. Our goal is to 
provide a safe environment and a 
loving circle of support,”
Dr. Marcus said. “I am grateful 
that our work is being recognized 

by such a prestigious organization 
whose efforts are yielding incredible 
results in educating the public about 
substance abuse,” she added.
   Joan Bonsignore, Executive 
Director of NCADD, commended 
Dr. Marcus for her commitment and 
dedication. “We salute Dr. Marcus 
for her ongoing efforts in combating 
the problems surrounding alcohol 
and drug abuse and therefore 
increasing the safety of families and 
children in Westchester County.”
   LCR’s administrative headquarters 
is located at 332 East Main Street, 
Mt. Kisco, NY. Westchester  
County clinics and programs are 
located in Mount Kisco, NY; New 
Rochelle, NY; Yonkers, NY; White 
Plains, NY; and Peekskill, NY. The 
agency’s Dutchess County clinics 
are located in Poughkeepsie and 
Beacon, NY. 

For additional information, call 
914.666.0191 or visit 
www.lexingtonctr.org.

Chabad of the 
Rivertowns’ Ongoing 
Services, Classes, and

Special Events
Morning services and Torah 
reading, every Thursday, 6:30 a.m.    
Tanya class, Jewish Mysticism, 
every Friday at 8:30 a.m.   
Special Events: 
 Friday, May 2nd, 6:30 p.m. First 
Friday @ Chabad, “Shabbat in 
Spain” upbeat services and gourmet 
Spanish cuisine
 Sunday, May 6th, 10:45 a.m. 
Lag B’omer Outing @ Dobbs 
Ferry Waterfront Park, kite flying 
demonstration and decorating 
 Wednesday, May 16th, 7:30 
p.m. The Jewish Women’s Circle 
presents, “Pre Shavuot Garden 
Party”
Wednesday, May 23rd, 6:00 p.m. 
Shavuot Ice Cream Party and 
reading of 10 Commandments at 
Chabad 

Chabad of the Rivertowns, 303 
Broadway, Dobbs Ferry 693-6100, 

www.chabadrt.org.

Writing Contest for the 
Older American

“Making Choices for a 
Healthier Future” 

on Monday, May 7, and contest 
results will be published in a 
booklet to be distributed at the 
luncheon. All winners will receive 
a complimentary ticket for our pre-
Shavuot lunch on Tuesday, May 
22.  
   Please send entries, including 
your name, address, and phone 
number, by mail, by email, or 
drop them off at the Senior Center 
office. Mail: Simon Senior Center 
of the Riverdale Y, Attention Helen 
Weiss Pincus, 5625 Arlington Ave., 
Riverdale, NY 10471. Direct email 
to hpincus@riverdaley.org.
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Acorn Gift Shop open!
Landis Arboretum
Esperance, NY
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√√Free admission & parking 
Call 518-875-6935 for 

information or directions.√

O U T - O F - T H E - O R D I N A R Y

TREES • SHRUBS • PERENNIALS

May 19 & 20, 2007, Saturday & Sunday, 10–4pm

The Landis Arboretum’s Annual

Book, Bake & Sunday Art
is

an
s’

S
a
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s

Board and the Plumbing Examining 
Board.  The office is located at 110 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. in 
White Plains and is open from 9 
a.m. until 5 p.m., Monday through 
Friday, excluding legal holidays.   
   

For more information, please 
contact the 

Trades Licensing Division 

at (914) 995-2657.

Hiring a Plumber or 
Electrician?

From Page 1

Volunteerism
“We make a living by what we do, but we make a life by what we give.”

By Kim Schulman 

   The inspiring message by Nobel 
Prize winning author Winston 
Churchill holds as much truth today 
as it did half a century ago. Sixty-
one million Americans volunteered 
last year, and National Volunteer 
Week (April 15 to April 21) honored 
thousands by recognizing this 
deserving group for their tremendous 
commitment to service. This year’s 
theme, “Inspire by Example,” 
reflects the power volunteers have 
to inspire the people they help as 
well as encourage others to serve.  
   In conjunction with last week’s 
celebration, The Volunteer Center 
of United Way is promoting ways to 
recognize and inspire your friends, 
co-workers, or family who have 
given their time in 
   In two minutes you can 
send the Inspire By Example 
e-card to someone who is 
volunteering by going to www.
volunteer-center.org/programs_
services/inspirebyexample.htm. 

• In twenty minutes you can nominate 
someone for a Someone Special 
Award at www.volunteer-center.org. 
• In one hour you can nominate 
someone for the National Daily 
Point of Light Award at www.
pointsoflight.org/awards/dpol.
• In two hours you can bring a 
friend to the Volunteer Spirit 
Awards Breakfast on April 27 at 
the Doral Arrowwood resort in 
Rye Brook, New York. This year’s 
winners of the are: Marty Lyons of 
the New York Jets, Karen Reilly 
of Mamaroneck, Norman Fately 
of Eastchester, Elizabeth Feller of 
Cortlandt Manor, the SOS Leaders, 
the Intergenerational Choir of 
Mount Vernon, Students Vocation 
Program at Devereux Millwood 
Learning Center, and New York 
Life Insurance. Call 914-948-4452 
for more information or go to www.
volunteer-center.org.
    The most important aspect about 
National Volunteer Week is that it 
is a moment that inspires people to 
engage in volunteerism individually 

and with family and friends. The 
Volunteer Center works with more 
than 600 local nonprofit agencies 
in dire need of volunteers. Go 
to the www.volunteer-center.org 
Website to search for volunteer 
opportunities, or sign up for an 
e-newsletter which lists one-day 
service projects to fit even the 
busiest schedules. You can also call 
The Volunteer Center at 914-948-
4452 to speak with someone about 
your skills and interests.
 
   Whether you wish to lead an 
organization by becoming a board 
member or support your favorite 
charity’s walk-a-thon, there are 
more then 800 unique and exciting 
ways to volunteer. Do something 
new and expand your repertoire of 
experiences—be a volunteer.
 
Kim Schulman is a pro-bono writer 
for the Community Outreach and 
Communications department at The 
Volunteer Center.

PURCHASE, NY – Purchase 
College presents an asian studies 
lecture with guest speaker Dr. Yan 
Sun who will discuss “Corruption, 
Growth and Reform: The China 
Enigma,” May 2 at 4:30 PM in the 
Multi-Purpose Room of the Student 
Services Building. The lecture 
is free and open to the public.. 
   Dr. Sun is a professor of political 
science at the Graduate Center and 
Queens College, CUNY. She is the 
author of The Chinese Reassessment 
of Socialism: 1976-1992 (Princeton 
University Press) and Corruption 
and Market in Contemporary 

“Corruption, Growth and Reform: 
 The China Enigma”

China (Cornell University Press). 
She has also published numerous 
professional articles on China’s 
post-Mao economic transition 
and political developments, and 
on comparisons with Russia and 

India. Her papers have appeared in 
Asian Survey, Communist and Post 
Communist Studies, Comparative 
Politics, Current History and Crime, 
Law and Social Change, among 
others. Her latest research is on the 
changing Chinese Communist Party. 
   Dr. Sun received her graduate 
degrees from the Beijing School 
of Foreign Affairs and the Johns 
Hopkins University. 

Purchase College is located at 735 
Anderson Hill Road, Purchase, 

N.Y.  For further information, call 
914-251-6550.

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- Joel H. 
Sachs, a senior partner with the 
White Plains law firm of Keane & 
Beane, P.C., has been selected by 
an independent screening panel to 
receive the 2007 Above the Bar 
Award as Westchester County’s 
Leading Environmental Attorney.  
The Award, newly created in 
2007, was developed to recognize 
and honor outstanding legal work 
in Westchester. Mr. Sachs will 
be among the exceptional attorneys 
to be honored at an Awards Gala to 
be held Thursday, April 26 at 6:00 
pm at The Judicial Institute at Pace 
Law School, 78 North Broadway, 
White Plains.  
   Mr. Sachs heads the environmental 
law practice group at Keane & 
Beane, P.C. where he and his 
colleagues have represented a 
number of private and public entities 
in a wide variety of environmental 
matters involving federal, state 

Joel Sachs, Westchester’s Leading 
Environmental Attorney, Recipient of 

“Above the Bar Award”  

and local environmental issues.  
He is the former Chairman of the 
Environmental Law Section of the 
New York State Bar Association 
and has written and lectured 
extensively on environmental law 
issues.  He has also taught courses 
on Environmental Law at Pace Law 
School for over 25 years.

   Joel Sachs is currently the 
Town Attorney for the Town 
of Bedford, and also serves as 
special environmental counsel 
for the Village of Sleepy Hollow 
where he is intimately involved 
in the environmental review of 
the redevelopment of the former 
General Motors site.  He is the 
immediate Past President of the 
White Plains Bar Association, 
and is also a Past President of the 
Westchester County Legal Aid 
Society.  “New York” magazine has 
previously recognized Mr. Sachs 
as one of the “Best Lawyers in the 
New York”, and he is also listed in 
the publication “Best Lawyers in 
America 2006-2007”.

For further information concerning 
the Above the Bar Awards Gala 

please call 

(212) 697-1000, ext. 257.

Francis A. Frobel, Village Man-
ager  
    We want to bring to your atten-
tion several important events which 
will occur in the Village during the 
next few weeks.
   We begin by inviting everyone 
to participate in the annual Vil-
lage wide clean-up.  This two day 
event gives all civic minded per-
sons an opportunity to help clean 
up the public places throughout the 
Village.  Winter is always a tough 
time for our parks, roadsides and 
communal areas.  Please consider 
joining the Parks and Recreation 
Department the weekend of April 
28 and 29 as we work together to 

Hastings Spring Message
spruce up our Village.  Kindly call 
Linda at 478-3400 ext. 616 for a lo-
cation that needs your help; or tell 
us the place where you would like 
to clean up.  As a thank you, please 
come for lunch at the Hook and 
Ladder Fire House on the Saturday 
from noon until 2:00pm.
   The new James Harmon Commu-
nity Center is nearing completion.  
We are planning a dedication cer-
emony for the building sometime 
late Spring.  In preparation for this 
event we ask that anyone who has 
photographs, memories or any ar-
tifacts that you would like to share 
with us, for inclusion in the build-
ing or memories to share as part 

of a short film. We encourage your 
participation.  We are preparing a 
film on James Harmon, his positive 
influence upon the youth of the Vil-
lage and the community center that 
bears his name.  We would also like 
to create an oral history of his life.  
Friends, family and members of the 
Village are urged to contact me.
   And, of course with the warmer 
days comes the opening of the 
Chemka Pool.  Early sign up for 
a season pass is encouraged.  This 
popular recreational facility will be 
the place to be once the hot weather 
returns to the Hudson Valley.
   Hope to see you at the upcoming 
events.

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- Getting 
their first library card is a special 
rite-of-passage for any child old 
enough to write his or her own 
name. From now through April 29th 
the Partnership for the Huguenot 
Children’s Library (PHCL) is 
sponsoring a Kindergarten Library 
Card Sign Up event at the Huguenot 
Children’s Library, located at 794 
North Avenue at the corner of 
Eastchester Road, in New Rochelle, 
NY. Kindergarteners (and any other 
children) who sign up for their 
own library cards will get a special 
gift,  a red zippered library card 
holder stuffed with little trinkets. 
The cardholders come with a book 
bag clip with the PHCL logo.

Library Card Sign Up for Kindergarteners
at the Huguenot Children’s Library

   The Kindergarten Library 
Card Sign Up is part of a year-
long celebration of the Huguenot 
Children’s Library’s 10th anniversary. 
Westchester’s only freestanding 
children’s library, with books, 
computers and activities just for 
children, opened in New Rochelle 
in 1997. The Huguenot Children’s 
Library is open from 10 am to 6 pm 

on Mondays and Thursdays, 10 am 
to 5 pm on Tuesdays, Fridays and 
Saturdays, and 10 am to 8 pm on 
Wednesdays. For more information 
about the Huguenot Children’s 
Library call (914) 632-8954.
   The Partnership for the Huguenot 
Children’s Library (PHCL) is 
dedicated to inspiring a life-long 
love of reading and learning through 
outstanding library services for all 
of the children of New Rochelle; 
the PHCL works to enhance 
the excellence of the Huguenot 
Children’s Library and to promote 
and advocate for exceptional 
children’s library services within 
the New Rochelle Public Library 
system.
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Save over 
$299 a year.

FiOS Internet 
and unlimited calling.

Call your friend 
about which movie 

to watch and 
download it before 

you hang up.

Yup. It’s that fast.

Movie downloads can take forever. But now with Verizon FiOS Internet, they don’t have to. Powered by 
fi ber optics, you can count on FiOS to deliver the fastest Internet speeds available. 

Go ahead. Stream video. Play games. Or check out your favorite blog. It’s easy with our supercharged 
20/5 Mbps package. And now when you add unlimited calling, you can save over $299 a year. 
Plus, Home Voice Mail, Caller ID and Call Waiting are included. You’ll also get a wireless router and 
professional installation at no extra cost. So why wait? Get up to speed with fi ber optics today.

Verizon FiOS. TV. Internet. Phone. From the most advanced fi ber-optic network straight to your home.

1-866-700-8365   verizonfi os.com/double

Verizon reminds you to always download legally.
Limited-time promotional offer expires 5/31/07. $64.99 per month bundle price point is available for fi rst 12 months only and requires purchase of FiOS Internet 20/5 Mbps service and Verizon Freedom EssentialsSM service. Customer must be new to Verizon FiOS Internet or upgrading service. $19.99 activation fee will apply to each FiOS Internet order. Annual commitment required. Beginning month 
13, bundle price will increase to sum of standard monthly service prices of Freedom Essentials and FiOS Internet 20 Mbps/5 Mbps service. FiOS Internet 20 Mbps/5 Mbps service will provide up to 20 Mbps downstream and up to 5 Mbps upstream connection speeds. If FiOS Internet service is cancelled between months 2 and 12, $69 early termination fee may apply, and router provided at no 
charge must be returned or $99.99 equipment fee applies. At the end of the promotional period, the monthly recurring charge will revert to the then-current monthly rates. Month-to-month packages are available. Offer for select customers and is nontransferable. Cannot be combined with other discounts or promotions. Savings based on bundle rate of $64.99 a month versus $49.99 a month for 
FiOS Internet 20 Mbps/5 Mbps service and $39.99 a month for Freedom Essentials if purchased individually.
Verizon FiOS Internet is provided by Verizon Online and is not available in all areas. Service availability subject to fi nal confi rmation by Verizon. Verizon installation required. Free installation includes main computer only (there will be an extra charge for all additional computers). Acceptance of Verizon Online Terms of Service is required.  Minimum system requirements apply. Equipment provided will be new 
or a fully inspected, tested and warranted return unit. Limited to one router provided at no charge per household per FiOS service, FiOS Internet and/or FiOS TV. The 30-day money-back guarantee applies to Verizon Online charges only. CAT5 or higher-grade inside wiring or existing RG59/RG6 coaxial cable is required. Only Web-based features of Verizon Yahoo! for FiOS are Macintosh® compatible. 
Software for MSN® Premium versions of Verizon FiOS is not Macintosh compatible. Connection speeds are between your location and the Verizon central offi ce serving your location. Actual download and upload speeds will vary based on numerous factors, such as the condition of wiring at your location, computer confi guration, Internet and network congestion, and the speed of Web site servers 
you access, among other factors. Speed and uninterrupted use of the service are not guaranteed. Current Verizon Online DSL customers who move to FiOS Internet will have their Verizon Online DSL permanently disabled after their FiOS conversion. Applicable taxes apply. Offer subject to change without notice. Verizon Freedom Essentials: With subscription to Verizon Freedom Essentials, you 
must retain Verizon as your local provider and Verizon Long Distance as your long distance provider. Verizon Freedom Essentials plan includes domestic direct-dialed calls only. Billing name and address must be the same on all Verizon accounts for charges to be on one bill. Customers must be authorized to make account changes to all accounts. Universal Service Fee, taxes and other charges apply. 
Tariffs apply to some services. Available only to residential customers in selected areas. Service not available in all areas or on all telephone lines and is subject to fi nal confi rmation of services by Verizon. Additional terms and conditions apply. Valid through 5/31/07. Other terms and conditions apply. Power for services provided on the Verizon FiOS network must be supplied by the customer. Customer 
is responsible for backup battery replacement. Backup battery does not supply power for Internet, VoIP or video services. In case of power failure, 911 service (except through VoIP) will be available until the backup battery expires. Certain telephones, answering machines and other telephone equipment not meeting industry standards may not work with service provided on the Verizon FiOS network. 
©2007 Verizon. All Rights Reserved.  VRZN-FIOS-N0157-A-DP-NY

www.verizonfios.com/double


