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Your World, Our Beat; Now You Know!™

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- Few 
women have had their strength 
and loyalty tested like author Lee 
Woodruff, who will speak at the 
fourth Every Woman’s Conference 
on Saturday, May 12, about how 
she dealt with almost losing her 
husband to a bomb attack in Iraq 
while he was anchoring an ABC 
news broadcast. 
   During her keynote address, she 
will discuss her book, In An Instant: 
A Family’s Journey of Love and 
Healing, which she co-authored 
with her journalist husband, Bob 
Woodruff about their family’s 
difficult journey after his critical 

Author Lee Woodruff Highlights 
“Every Woman’s Conference”

Annual Event Offers Workshops, Health Screenings and 
FREE Transportation

injury. Her inspirational story about 
having the power to overcome 
family tragedy will highlight of 
the Westchester County Office for 

YONKERS, NY -- 
State Senator Andrea 
Stewart-Cousins has 
announced that she 
has developed what 
Michael McKee of 
the Tenants Political 
Action Committee 
calls, “the most 
progressive, and 
frankly, the most 
important legislation 
to protect Mitchell-
Lama and federally-
subsidized housing units that 
we have seen in decades.” This 
legislation became one of the 
Senator’s first legislative initiatives 
once taking office earlier this year. 
“Simply put, this legislation places 
tenants first,” Stewart-Cousins said. 
“Currently, when a landlord chooses 

to leave behind the 
tax incentives of 
the Mitchell-Lama 
program or federal 
Section 8, and instead 
accept market-rate 
rents, their tenants 
face crippling rent 
increases. I have been 
working hand-in-hand 
with leading housing 
advocates to develop 
this legislation, and 
we strongly believe 

that we have developed a bill that 
will preserve affordable housing in 
Westchester County.” 
   Stewart-Cousins’ legislation 
authorizes localities with rent-
regulation laws throughout New 
York State, including Westchester 

Senator Stewart-Cousins  
Introduces  

Groundbreaking 
Legislation

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- Not 
too many high school musicians 
typically have an opportunity to 
perform at Carnegie Hall, but on 
Wednesday, April 25, 2007, over 
400 students from New Rochelle 
High School were given that 
opportunity by the New Rochelle 
Fund for Educational Excellence.  
The concert, “NRHS on Stage 
at Carnegie Hall” was a huge 
success on all accounts—from the 
thrill it provided to the students to 
perform on this world-renowned 
stage, to the joy it brought to the 
nearly 1,500 audience members, 
to the money it raised for the not-
for-profit Fund, which provides 
educational enrichment programs 
for the students of the New Rochelle 
School District.   
   Planning for the concert (the third 
of its kind for the New Rochelle 
Fund) began over a year ago, with 
the initial booking of the concert 
hall.  But the real work began as 
the students and their teachers in 

New Rochelle High School  
“On Stage at Carnegie Hall”

RYE, NY -- Everyone’s favorite 
family amusement park, Playland 
Park in Rye, opens for the season 
on Saturday, May 12, with 
entertainment beginning at 11 a.m. 
and rides opening at 12 Noon. Rain 
date for the event is Saturday, May 
19.

Playland Opens for Season on May 12
Special Discounts, Entertainment Scheduled

Playland’s rides will be open from 
noon until 9 p.m. Visitors can 
purchase a special Opening Day 
Fun Band for $15, which is good 
for unlimited rides all day. Fun 
Bands go on sale at 10:30 a.m. at 
the sales booth located across from 
Mini Golf on the boardwalk.

   The opening celebration begins 
with free strolling entertainment 
at the Fountain Plaza beginning at 
11 a.m. followed by the traditional 
parade from Playland’s upper circle 
to the Fountain Plaza with the Port 

Women event that will run from 
8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the County 
Center.
The event, titled A Wellness Day 
for Women: Striving for Physical, 
Emotional and Economic Health, 
will also feature an address by 
noted cardiologist Lynne Perry-
Bottinger, M.D., who will talk about 
disparities in health care, and many 
of the themes that will be addressed 
throughout the day, including the 
prevention of heart disease, stroke 
and cancer. 
Participants can also choose from 

see Author Lee Woodruff Pg. 6

PEEKSKILL, NY -- Dragon Boat 
racers are getting ready to take 
to the Hudson River and vie for 
trophies and medals on Saturday, 
August 4, 2007 during Peekskill 
Celebration 2007, the Hudson 
Valley’s largest festival. Business, 

Hope Floats: Teams Sign Up for 
Dragon Boat Races on the Hudson

civic and community organizations 
have already recruited teams, which 
launch from scenic Riverside Green 
Park. 
For the first time, Cappelli 
Enterprises will sponsor the event. 
“We’re pleased to be this year’s 

sponsor of the Dragon Boat races, 
which have become a major event 
in the Hudson Valley region,” 
said Louis Cappelli, President 
of Cappelli Enterprises, based in 

By Jenn Michel, Fashion Stylist

   It’s prom season, and the hunt is 
definitely on for many a teenage 
girl looking for the perfect dress for 
her special night.  
   Fortunately, she has plenty of 
choices in a wide range of styles, 
colors and cost.  From classic, 

Prom Panache 
It All Begins With a Great Dress

elegant floor length frocks, to short, 
fun and flirty. From ultra glam, 
jewel toned silks and satins, to 
sweet and romantic chiffons and 
organzas.   Many are inspired by 
great celebrity red carpet looks and 
runways styles, allowing gals their 
very own moment to shine in the 
spotlight.  
   Still, it’s best to remember that 
few of us will ever be mistaken 
for Reese Witherspoon or Jennifer 
Aniston.  And that’s just fine.  Girls 
should celebrate themselves on this 
festive occasion by picking a dress 
that both flatters their individual 
shape and matches their unique 

personal style.     
   To uncover the perfect dress, keep 
the following in mind:  
Flatter your body shape:  Pick a 
dress that accentuates the positive 
and downplays areas you might 
not be so happy with.  Broad 
shouldered or busty girls generally 
benefit from halter tops.  Girls a 
bit bottom heavy should stay away 
from ruffles and pleats, or anything 
that unnecessarily adds volume to 
their lower half.   For those who 
carry weight in the mid section or 
have a short torso, go for a shorter 
dress with an empire waist – it will 
hide any tummy problems while 
showing off some leg.   Be aware 

of what works on your figure and 
what doesn’t.  Don’t pick a dress 
just because it’s this season’s dress 
du jour.  Choose one that will make 
YOU look like a million bucks! 
Compliment your skin tone: Let’s 
be honest, not everyone can pull 

THE BRONX, NY -- Frankie the 
Frog, Rhonda the Rabbit, and 
Keystone the Prairie Dog are 
among the celebrity puppets which 
will delight audiences of all ages at 
the seasonal premier of the Wildlife 
Theater at the Wildlife Conservation 
Society’s Bronx Zoo on Saturday 
and Sunday, May 19 and 20. 
   The Wildlife Theater Program is 
part of the Wildlife Conservation 

Puppets Go Wild at The Bronx Zoo
Wildlife Conservation Society Kicks Off the New Season of  

Wildlife Theater!

Society’s Education Department 
and uses animal-themed songs, 
drama, puppetry and humor to 
educate school children and Zoo 
visitors about wildlife. The Wildlife 
Theater Players – the actors who 
bring the program to life – will 
perform at the Bronx Zoo through 
the end of June.
At the Bronx Zoo, performances 
will be held weekdays (other than 

holidays) and select weekends at 
10:45 a.m., 11:30 a.m., 2:30 p.m., 
3:15 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. at the Zoo’s 
Wild Asia Plaza. Shows includes: 
The Adventures of Captain Cocoa, 
The Great Migration Adventure, 
The Tale of Flutterby and Piggle, 
and Shape, Waddle and Grow! 
Central Park, Queens and Prospect 
Park Zoo shows will be held from 
10:45 a.m. to 4 p.m., Fridays, 
Saturdays and Sundays, through 
Labor Day. Some new shows include 
I’m Chewing Cud, What Keeps Our 
Insides In, and Woodland Wizard. 
   Funding for the Wildlife Theater 
Program at the Central Park Zoo 
has been provided by a grant from 
Citigroup Foundation.

Shows at the Zoo are subject to 
change depending on inclement 

weather. 

The Wildlife Conservation Society 
saves wildlife and wild lands. For 

more information, visit 
 www.wcs.org. For more 

information about the Wildlife 
Theater Program, please call  

212-439-6551.

Members of the Wildlife Theater perform as migrating Baltimore orioles 
during a performance at The Bronx Zoo.  

Photo courtesy of J. Maher © WCS 
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“It’s Your World, Our Beat; Now You Know!”
By Hezi Aris

   The timeline of life is inextricably 
woven out of a myriad of themes 
and circumstances. Too often 
the unseasoned among us do not 
perceive the complexity of it all. 
Throughout Westchester County, 
the themes of life inculcate a 
panoply of items that mesmerize 
us as profoundly as when smitten 
by our first love. Years of trial and 
error, encouragement  and patience, 
is most all of us need to bring us 
to a more seasoned and reasonable 
plane. Yet life is not always so 
magnanimous. Stuff happens. 
When it does, some will dust the 
grime off our clothing and bounce 
back with greater resolve while 
others will shrink from adversity. It 
seems life is defined by the swing 

of the pendulum. 
   Politics is a tough taskmaster 
in Westchester County; exacting 
its most cruel rebukes upon some 
communities. So much so, it seems 
those communities have succumbed 
to the adversity they endure. Some 
have been the butt of jokes for 
so long, that the derogatory and 
demeaning attributes thrown their 
way have dulled their self respect 
and diminished their demeanor, as 
effectively as crack cocaine acting 
upon an addict It is this stupor that 
permits our sensibilities to be kept 
at play.
   Marginalized by government for 
so many years, only one out of three 
may cast their vote to elect someone 
to office. The public is unengaged. 
The trust, once an expected and 
integral aspect of the political 

environment has waned, having 
atrophied before our eyes over the 
past years. Today the challenge is 
between them and us. 
   How we arrived at this cold and 
foreboding place is seemingly 

inconsequential. Changing the 
equation is more urgent. Some of 
us sense the metamorphosis; others 
do not.  Change is nevertheless 
smoldering beneath every aspect 
of our being. The younger among 
us are demanding to be heard. The 
older among us struggle to maintain 
our hold on the mechanisms of 
control. Communication between 
people young and old is kept feeble. 
Communication among religious, 
ethnic, and social groups are kept 
stunted under a category known as 
“hope.” 
   Wealth permitted some of us to 
excess and others to subsistence. All 
seemed “livable” within our world. 
Now that prominence is defined in 
communities of growing wealth 
abroad, our ability to be in denial 
of our needs have moved front and 

center. There is time to bridge the 
divide. It can only succeed with 
the accomplishment derived from 
dialogue, imbued with learned 
respect, and a drive for excellence 
by working toward concerted and 
defined goals.
  The spinmeisters must fade 
into oblivion. Partisanship must 
atrophy. We, the People must take 
center stage. We must engage the 
tools that permit public airing of 
our divergent views. Media is the 
Fourth Estate, a pillar of expression 
that has atrophied for too long and 
which must be incorporated for 
the public good. Speak your mind. 
Let us know what is on your mind. 
“It’s your world, our beat; now you 
know!”

By Henry J. Stern
  
   I was pleasantly surprised by the 
number of comments I received 
in response to Tuesday’s article, 
“Growing Up In Inwood.” If any of 
you missed the article and are curious, 
you can find it by linking here. 
   This reaction showed me again 
that many people are similarly  
more interested in local history 
than they are in politics or 
public issues.   This makes sense 
because stories of our place and 
time tend to be more interesting 
than tales of ethical deficiency. 
   Sometimes the punishment meted 
out for alleged moral lapses is more 
interesting than the act itself.   In 
today’s Times, pB2,c1, Nicholas 
Confessore’s account is headlined: 
ASSEMBLYMAN IS CENSURED 
FOR FRATERNIZING WITH 
INTERN . The lede: An upstate 
assemblyman was removed from 
his post as ranking member of 
the Assembly Committee on 
Alcoholism and Drug Abuse on 
Thursday after revelations that 
he slept at the home of a 21-
year-old female intern last month 
after a night of heavy drinking. 
    “The assemblyman, Mike Cole, 

A Cole Night in April
Why Should an Assemblyman Have to Sleep on the Floor While an Intern Hogs the Bed?

a Republican who represents parts 
of Niagara and Erie Counties, also 
received a rare letter of censure from 
his colleagues, citing his violation 
of a policy banning lawmakers 
from fraternizing with interns.  
Mr. Cole will also be stripped of 
his seniority, and prohibited from 
taking part in the Assembly’s 
intern program in the future.” 
    The story continues for eleven 
more paragraphs, and is worth 
reading if only because the event 
is so unique (the punishment, not 
the fraternization).  We will have 
a better sense of whether ethical 
standards have in fact improved 
when a Democrat is taken to task for 
a similar offense.  One fact unstated 
in the Times account is who blew 
the whistle on the consensual 
sex between adults which 
occurred in this situation..  Did 
the erring Assemblyman tamper 
with someone else’s intern? 
    You can see from this somewhat 
tongue-in-cheek account that even 
a decision enforcing standards of 
morality, when it emerges from the 
legislative leadership is viewed with 
some degree of skepticism,  This 
is a result, in part, of the prior 
incidents recounted in the last 

paragraph of the Times story. 
    “Those rules were instituted 
after a spate of controversial 
incidents including an encounter 
between a male lawmaker and a 
female intern in a motel and the 
arrest of a top Assembly staff 
member after allegations that he 
had raped a female staff member.” 
    It is widely known that sexual 
encounters between interns and 
other interns are not unusual.  Less 
likely, but far from unknown, were 
affairs between interns and staff 
members or legislators.  The interns 
are young people, far from their 
homes or colleges, in a chilly and 
unwelcoming city.  Is their desire for 

companionship to be unrequited?   
    On the other hand, we do not 
want lawmakers and their staffs 
to exploit the young, innocent, 
star-struck or just sex-struck 
students who travel to Albany to 
learn about state government.  On 
balance, the rules adopted by the 
Assembly in 2004 are fair and 
reasonable, and state legislators or 
employees should not “fraternize”, 
as the rules quaintly state, with 
their undergraduate assistants. 
   The issue will now devolve 
on whether these rules are 
enforced.   As we said, we are 
waiting for the first Democratic 
violator.  It is difficult to believe 
that donkeys are less passionate 
or more discreet than elephants. 
   BTW, is the 35-year-old Cole 
to be a pariah for the rest of his 
career in the Assembly, or can the 
penalties be lifted after a defined 
period of good behavior?  In this 
case, abstinence from liquor as 
well as from dalliance would be a 
start.  If Albany were Hollywood, 
Cole could go into rehab, and be 
a hero.  The irony of his being 
ranking member (that means senior 
member of the minority party) on 
the Committee on Alcoholism and 

Drug Abuse should not be lost. 
   If you are interested, you might want 
to proceed to Assemblyman Cole’s 
web page, which carries his picture. 
   If the decision is fair and 
just, it is a step forward and the 
Speaker, who obviously decides 
these matters, deserves credit.  
If there is more to the situation than 
has been revealed through the Times, 
we cannot make a judgment.  But 
give the committee the benefit of 
the doubt, whether Cole was on the 
floor or in the bed during the night he 
should not have been drinking with 
Intern Doe through the afternoon 
and evening, even if two New York 
State teams in the National Hockey 
League were competing in a playoff 
match.  The Sabres won the game, 
3-2, which may have contributed 
to the Niagara assemblyman’s 
enthusiasm and excitement. 
   This is no Chappaquiddick, 
but New York State has to start 
somewhere.

Henry Stern is president of New 
York Civic (www.NYCivic.org) and 

a blogger on public issues. 
He was New York City’s Parks 
Commissioner for fifteen years 

under Mayors Koch and Giuliani.

By Jason Gooljar
  
   How is it possible for corporations 
to withstand public outcry resulting 
from bad business practices? How is 
it that celebrities and elected officials 
can use the media to assuage most 
bad situations to protect themselves 
and even spin it in their favor? It is 
by incorporating the art of public 
relations, and more specifically 
crisis management techniques that 
make it possible.  Millions of dollars 
are spent yearly  on public relations 
to refine a message and enhance an 
image. One only needs to look at 
Wal-Mart; rightfully facing major 
criticism for its corporate behavior, 
Wal-Mart hired a PR firm named 
Edelman to help them.  Edelman 
helped Wal-Mart morph from 
villain to saint and savior  during 
the Hurricane Katrina debacle 
(which shows you that all the PR 
and spin in the world couldn’t help 
the Bush administration and FEMA 
then). Edelman has also tapped the 
power of the blogosphere to create 
“flogs” which are basically fake 
blogs (http://weblogs.macromedia.
com/jd/archives/2006/10/edelman_
walmart.cfm) that support Wal-Mart. 
Edelman has even gone so far as to 
create an advocacy group named 
Working Families for Wal-Mart 
to fight back against the anti-Wal-
Mart forces (I’m anti-Wal-Mart, by 
the way). On a side note, when they 
were creating the group, Edelman 
forgot to secure the domain name 
(http://workingfamiliesforwalmart.

Public Relations: The Dark Art
com/) and the group Wal-Mart 
Watch (http://walmartwatch.com/) 
took it over and then set up a spoof 
site. Edelman had to then go with 
another URL for their “group.”
   Some other PR tactics that 
Edelman has employed for another 
client-  Microsoft, was to have 
them send out free laptops loaded 
with Windows Vista to A-list tech 
bloggers. The hope was for these 
bloggers to give the operating 
system great reviews. Thankfully, 
this tactic backfired on them.  
    Wikipedia (http://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Public_relations)  defines 
public relations as “a management 
function which tabulates public 
attitudes, defines the policies, 
procedures and interest of an 
organization followed by executing 
a program of action to earn public 
understanding and acceptance. “ 
Somehow, I feel this definition has 
been perverted. 
What public understanding and 
acceptance is one trying to attain 
when they cover up and shill for 
corporations who outsource jobs, 
bust-up union drives, damage 
the environment, offer high-cost 
healthcare, and pay workers wages 
they cannot live on?
   “PR is a planned effort to influence 
opinion through good character 
and responsible performance 
based upon mutually satisfactory 
two-way communication,” say 
PR professionals Scott Cutlip and 
Allen H. Center. Can we just view 
that statement as PR on the public 

relations sector itself?  
   How can you call the practice of 
VNR’s (video news releases) “good 
character and responsible?” A video 
news release is essentially fake 
news being passed off as real news 
on television and elsewhere. What 
is shown appears to be real news 
stories talking about an issue. But 
it is actually done for promotional 
purposes, sometimes even using 
a PR professional, posing as a 
reporter. The next thing you know, 
your local anchor is throwing it 
over to the PR flack on the nightly 
news! 
   Another example of fake news 
is the situation that involved 
conservative pundit Armstrong 
Williams who was paid to talk up 
the Bush administration’s “No Child 
Left Behind” initiative. Williams 
is visible on radio, television, 
and in print, so his conduct is 
more alarming and deplorable.   

   Is the use of so called grassroots 
groups and coalitions by PR firms 
ethical? Astroturf by definition 
is the creation of these groups 
by corporate interests to lobby, 
organize, and espouse a certain point 
of view.  These groups can even 
have Orwellian type names like 
Freedom Works. An astroturf group 
by that name actually exists and is 
tied to the tobacco industry. They 
have organized to defeat increases 
to the cigarette tax in the State of 
Washington. Besides astroturf, PR 
firms often deploy front groups. “A 
front group is an organization that 
purports to represent one agenda 
while in reality serving some other 
party or interest whose sponsorship 
is hidden or rarely mentioned,” 
says a Source Watch entry (http://
www.sourcewatch.org/ index.
php?title=Front_group). Examples 
of front groups are Citizens Against 
Lawsuit Abuse, The Center for 
Union Facts, Citizens for a Sound 
Economy, and there are many more.  
  
If public relations is supposed to be 
such a noble and honest profession, 
why does it seem that most of what 
I come across involves deception? 
Of course it does not have to be this 
way at all. Public relations is needed 
and can be used for the right reasons. 
Right now I think of unethical public 
relations use as the hand maiden of 
unethical corporate, political, and 
governmental behavior. The real 
issue resides with those who may 
initiate and even create negative 

circumstances who then use the 
deceptive tactics incorporated 
by some public relations firms to 
deceive the public. Lastly, a public 
relations sector that does not use 
propaganda and spin (both terms 
seem to now be synonymous with 
PR unfortunately) will be better off 
for it. 
   Is there such a thing as ethical and 
responsible public relations? Is PR 
really just propaganda in a different 
dressing? Maybe. Or maybe these 
guys and gals in PR land think the 
public are a bunch of sociopaths and 
therefore accept what they do with 
indifference. Actually, I do know 
of one good PR firm; it is Fenton 
Communications
 ( h t t p : / / w w w. s o u r c e w a t c h .
org / index.php?t i t le=Fenton_
Communications). They are 
focused on social responsibility. 
To quote them, “public relations. 
Monty Python called it a modern 
useless profession. Too bad they 
were wrong. PR has become 
the way crafty corporations and 
even the leader of the free world 
convince people that pollution is 
harmless, war is peace and greed 
is good. No wonder we at Fenton 
Communications don’t like to be 
asked at parties what we do for a 
living.” 

Visit Jason Gooljar, at
http://www.jasongooljar.com 
the progressive liberal on a 

crusade!online.

By Bob Weir

   I climbed onto a ledge in the rear 
yard of the building and inched 
my way toward the window of the 
hardware store. My partner kept 
an eye on me as I approached the 
iron bars that had been bent wide 
enough apart to allow someone to 
squeeze through. It was about 2am 
on a chilly night in the Bedford-
Stuyvesant section of Brooklyn. We 
had been notified that an anonymous 
caller heard unusual sounds at 
the location. The hardware store 
entrance was on Bedford Avenue 
and had been closed for several 
hours. Since we couldn’t find a 
break in front, we checked the 
hallway of the building next door, 
finding a window that accessed 
the rear yard. There was no way of 
knowing whether the burglar was 
still inside and a quick records check 
from the station house told us that 
the owner lived about an hour away. 
I carefully placed a leg through the 
bars, trying to find a solid place to 

Trying Desperately to Escape
hold my weight as I pushed the 
rest of me inside the darkened 
enclosure. 
   With one leg stationed on a 
firm object, I gingerly added 
the rest of my 180 pounds 
to the unseen platform. Still 
holding onto the bars and 
trying to adjust my eyes to 
the blackness, the ground 
suddenly gave way and I 
was sent crashing against a 
wall, stumbling in the darkness 
as I tried to gain some balance. I 
drew my gun first and my flashlight 
second. When the 6 by 8 foot space 
materialized I saw the remains of a 
toilet bowl that had been crushed 
under the strain of my weight. I 
pulled open the door that led to a 
narrow aisle in the rear of the store. 
When I looked to my left I saw the 
front door facing the street; to my 
right was a wall about 10 feet away. 
In front of me was a curtain that 
appeared to be concealing a small 
room. Suddenly, the curtain began 
to move as if someone was pushing 

against it. 
“Who’s there?” a voice from 
inside the curtained area said. “The 
police,” I responded, “come out of 
there!” The curtain was moved aside 
and a short, muscular man stepped 
out of a small bed as he rubbed his 
eyes. He was wearing a tank top t-
shirt and boxer-type under shorts. 
“What’s the matter, officer,” he said 
innocently. “That’s what I want 
you to tell me,” I replied, keeping 
the gun pointed at him. “What are 
you doing here,” I said. “Officer, 
I’m assigned here by the owner to 
watch the place when it’s closed,” 

he countered, inching toward 
me. “Stay right there!” I 
demanded, backing up slightly. 
“Officer you got it all wrong,” 
he persisted. “I’m here to keep 
the place from being robbed.” 
“Yeah, and the owner locks 
you in here and locks the front 
gate too, I suppose,” I said 
incredulously. “Yes, officer, 
that’s the truth. He opens in 
the morning, pays me for the 

night and I leave,” he said, eyeing 
the weapon in my hand. 
   I forced him to the front of the store 
where my partner was now peeking 
at us through the window. “Lie 
down and put your hands behind 
your back,” I ordered. “Officer, 
you’re making a big mistake,” 
he said indignantly, as he looked 
toward my partner, then back at me. 
“You have no right to treat me this 
way and I’m going to sue you.” He 
had a look of desperation that made 
his thick biceps appear even more 
formidable. “I suppose you didn’t 
have much trouble bending those 

bars,” I said, putting a few more 
steps between us. “But muscles 
don’t make you bulletproof, so I 
suggest that you hit the deck.” A few 
more prowl cars pulled up outside 
with their roof lights spinning and 
my recalcitrant prisoner decided to 
take a prone position. 
   Yet, he continued to assure me 
that it would all be cleared up when 
the owner arrived. Not wanting 
to be grabbed by those powerful 
arms, I didn’t bother cuffing him, 
but just kept him in my sights until 
the door was ultimately opened by 
the proprietor. It wasn’t until the 
room was flooded with cops and a 
grateful owner that the would-be 
burglar ended his, “my rights are 
being violated,” shtick. It was just 
another lesson learned; never let 
your guard down because criminals 
are relentless in their desire to 
escape.

Bob Weir is a contributing 
columnist to Yonkers Tribune and 

Westchester Times Tribune. .  
BobWeir777@aol.com.
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Op-Ed

Like Klockwork

By Joe Klock, Sr.
 
   Although this opusette was 
inspired by the bizarre antics of 
Florida’s legislators, it should 
resonate with all levels of American 
governance, since the Genus 
Politicum, like ingrown hair, is the 
same no matter where it sprouts. 
   Back in 1988, an intrepid member 
of the Florida House battled to 
correct a decades-long flaw in the 
state’s image - namely the deplorable 
fact that it had no Official State Pie. 
   Never mind that then, as now, 
Florida had not come to grips with 
such overarching issues as the 
shocking public behavior of love 
bugs, the birth rate of alligators, 
preservation of the Key Largo 
Wood Rat and eradication of the 
“good ol’ boy” form of governance. 
   Never mind, either, that no other 
state had made such a designation 
(Georgia wasn’t to do so until 1996 
when pecan pie was so honored, 
nosing out peach enthusiasts there). 
   Other historical notes: In 1985, 

Pie in the Sky of Sunshine (and Other) State Laws
Massachusetts named Boston 
Cream Pie as its official “dessert,” 
and Louisiana similarly honored 
an entree called Natchitoches 
Meat Pie, but both entities left 
the Official Pie throne vacant. 
  That first “Pastry Putsch” in 
Florida died a-bornin’ for reasons 
unrecorded and the matter 
cooled on a remote legislative 
pantry shelf until just last year 
   Then - perhaps in search of a 
diversion from such recent near-
disasters as multiple hurricanes, the 
Elian Gonzalez and Terri Schiavo 
fiascos and the “chad abuse” scandal 
of Election 2000,  and unable to deal 
with more third-railish problems, 
state lawmakers courageously 
attacked the thorny pie controversy. 
   This noble effort nearly came a 
cropper in the form of opposition 
from a powerful member of the 
House Agricultural Committee, 
who mounted a charge for pecan 
pie. Unrelated, he said, was the 
fact that a namesake nut was 
raised on his family’s farm (cf. 

“good ol’ boy” reference above.)  
   A similar brouhaha erupted in 
1999, when - for reasons known 
to him and God alone - a now-
deceased legislator attempted 
to designate the Scrub Jay as 
Florida’s official bird, in place of 
the long-recognized Mockingbird.  
   This effort was gunned down 
by a fiery female lobbyist who 
decried the Scrub Jay’s unpleasant 
habit of eating other birds’ eggs. 

(Metaphorically, perhaps, this was 
seen as being too close to common 
practice in political activity.) 
   Aside: If the truth be known 
and recognized, Florida could do 
without both species in perpetuity, 
but might not survive a single 
season without the greening (as 
in $$$) impact of Snowbirds.  
   To make a long story longer, 
key lime pie came out on top as 
of last summer - this predictable 
slam-dunk being a triumph of 
the democratic process which 
still hadn’t coped with the 
shameless sex life of the love bug.  
   Second aside: I ask you, gentle 
reader: Where else in the known 
universe could you be exposed 
to these dazzling rays of trivium? 
   Why, you might ask me, is 
this area of sober discussion 
worthy of your attention?  
    Because it is symptomatic 
of a serious defect in our form 
of government; namely, the 
ease with which our leaders 
can avoid the heavy burden of 

leading and the accountability 
which should go with it. 
   The dark art of politics involves 
dancing around the flames of 
controversy, close enough to be seen 
in its light, but far enough away to 
prevent the discomfort of its heat 
or, worse, its permanent burn scars. 
   This is why genuinely important 
issues such as immigration, social 
security, global warming, our 
dependence on fossil fuel, equitable 
taxation, gun control, abortion 
rights, deficit spending, lobbying 
regulation, spending restraint and 
even the conduct of the war are 
polarizing issues and grist for the 
speechmaking / spindoctoring 
/ fingerpointing activities that 
take the place of sober debate, 
compromise and remedial action. 
   The middle ground, which 
should be sought by all elected 
and appointed officials is a vast 
wasteland wherein few angels of 
good government venture to tread 
and which no partisan worthy of the 
name is foolish enough to invade.  

   It’s easier for our Sinators, 
Reprehensibles and their “follow 
travelers” to take potshots at problem 
areas from afar, pointing with pride 
to their every political pirouette and 
viewing with alarm the damaging 
antics of the other dancers. 
   This leaves ample time for 
fending off tough questions, 
avoiding equally tough answers, 
spouting sound bytes, focusing 
on field-tested talking points and 
devoting their full energies to one 
of two all-engrossing objectives: 
Staying in power if they’re 
in or getting in if they’re not. 
   And, of course, seeing to the 
proper selection of official state 
sweets.

 
  

 Freelance wordworker Joe 
Klock, Sr. (joeklock@aol.com) is 
a winter Floridian who summers 
in New Hampshire. More of his 

“Klockwork,” is at
 www.joeklock.com.

By Phyllis Snyder

   The Supreme Court has made it 
clear that ideology trumps women’s 
health in the nation’s highest court.
On April 18, the Supreme Court 
made it clear that respect for 
legal precedent is dead. Clear that 
Roe v. Wade’s protections are no 
longer immutable. Clear that it 
doesn’t mind letting its own self-
described “moral concerns” trump 
constitutional protections. Clear 
that the religious right has ascended 
to the federal bench. Clear that 
it favors politics over safety and 
science, leaving doctors with fewer 
options - and women at risk for 
their health and safety.
The Supreme Court delivered a 
devastating blow to women and 
women’s health in its 5-4 decision 
to uphold the federal abortion ban in 
Gonzalez v. Carhart and Gonzalez 
v. Planned Parenthood. Since 1973, 
this is the first time an abortion ban 
that does not include an exception 
for a woman’s health has been 
upheld. This marks a dangerous 
erosion of reproductive rights and 
health.
   Reproductive-rights activists 
and defenders of religious liberty 
were outraged that Congress, the 
president and now the Supreme 
Court could all cast aside the rights 
of women. Contrary to Justice 
Anthony Kennedy’s majority 
opinion, the federal abortion ban 
does create an “undue burden” 
on women  preventing them from 
accessing what might be the 
safest way for them to terminate a 
pregnancy.
   Our anger has strengthened our 
resolve. We had hoped not to have 

Two Jewish Viewpoints on the Abortion Debate
Time to Fight Abortion Decision

to fight for safe, legal abortion 
again, but we are ready, willing and 
able. We’ve done it before; we can 
do it again. We must.
Consider the forceful dissenting 
opinion, in which Supreme Court 
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
wrote that this “alarming” decision 
“tolerates, indeed applauds, federal 
intervention to ban nationwide a 
procedure found necessary and 
proper in certain cases by the 
American College of Obstetricians 
and Gynecologists.” This, in her 
words, is “irrational.”
   We must consider again what it 
means when the self-described 
“moral concerns” of five male 
Supreme Court justices can cast 
aside all women’s right to safety, 
respect for women as moral 
decision-makers and three decades 
of legal precedent.
   Since 2000, when a very different 
Supreme Court overturned, also by 
a 5-4 vote, a nearly identical state 
abortion-ban law, the composition 
of the court has been radically 
transformed by President Bush’s 
appointments of Samuel Alito Jr. 
and John Roberts. This is what we 
feared would happen, and it was 
one reason NCJW opposed the 
confirmation of these clearly anti-
choice nominees.
   As I read this disturbing decision, 
I bitterly recalled how both men 
assured the Senate Judiciary 
Committee that they would respect 
legal precedent.
   But Ginsburg wrote, “Ultimately, 
the Court admits that ‘moral 
concerns’ are at work, concerns 
that could yield prohibitions on 
any abortion. ... By allowing such 
concerns to carry the day and case, 

overriding fundamental rights, the 
Court dishonors our precedent.”
   This new precedent likely will 
open the floodgates for a wave 
of anti-choice legislation. The 
religious right has clearly scored a 
victory and will use this decision to 
eviscerate other reproductive rights. 
We must be vigilant.
We cannot change the Supreme 
Court’s decision, but we can reaffirm 
our commitment to federal court 
appointees loyal to the Constitution 
rather than to ideologically driven 
“moral concerns.”
   Surely it must be clear to all 
that the composition of the U.S. 
Supreme Court matters, and with 
2008 elections quickly approaching, 
voters are unlikely to forget this 
tragic and very close decision. We 
must make sure that the “moral 
concerns” of five men do not 
determine the options of American 
women, who have their own moral 
and religious beliefs.
   Sen. Barbara Boxer (D-Calif.) 
and Rep. Jerrold Nadler (D-N.Y.) 
have announced their introduction 
of the Freedom of Choice Act. This 
legislation is designed to protect 
the health of women and has the 
added benefit of putting Congress 
on record in support of a woman’s 
right to choose.
   I hope all senators and 
representatives who care about 
America’s women will immediately 
take a pledge to support the Freedom 
of Choice Act and the women of 
our nation.

Phyllis Snyder is president of the 
National Council of  

Jewish Women.

By Rabbi Avi Shafran

   The U.S. Supreme Court’s 
upholding of the federal Partial-
Birth Abortion Ban Act has elicited 
the usual cries of protest from 
abortion rights advocates and, also 
as usual, they include an assortment 
of Jewish groups and The New 
York Times.
   That latter institution characterized 
the term “partial-birth abortion” 
itself as a “provocative label” for 
the presumably more descriptive 
“intact dilation and extraction.” 
As it happens, the Times and the 
other advocates are correct about 
the inaccuracy of the term “partial-
birth abortion,” but not because it 
exaggerates the repugnance of the 
procedure in question.
   Despite concerted efforts by some 
to misrepresent the law, its language 
is stark and clear. It prohibits any 
overt act, like the puncturing of the 
brain, “that the person knows will 
kill” a fetus whose “entire head is 
outside the body of the mother or, in 
the case of breech presentation, any 
part of the fetal trunk past the navel 
is outside the body of the mother.”
   Thus, it is not abortion at all that 
the law at issue addresses but rather 
the killing of a baby whose head or 
most of whose body has emerged 
into the world. Readers of the 
Times’ editorial page, and much of 
the “mainstream” media, might be 
forgiven for not realizing what the 
procedure actually entails.
Nor have the media done a very good 
job explaining what exemptions the 
law does or does not contain. Since 
it does not contain an exemption 

Court Decision Prevents Murder
for the mother’s “health,” there is 
wide assumption -- at least from the 
evidence of calls and e-mails I have 
received -- that even if the mother’s 
life were somehow threatened by 
allowing the partially emerged 
infant to fully emerge, the federal 
prohibition would stand.
   In fact, though, the law contains an 
explicit exception for cases where 
the procedure is deemed necessary 
to preserve the mother’s life.
   As to a “health” exemption, the 
Supreme Court’s majority found, 
among other things, that if there is 
any threat to maternal health -- a 
possibility about which no medical 
consensus exists -- “safe alternatives 
to the prohibited procedure are 
available.”
   Even more troubling to me as a Jew 
than the misunderstandings of the 
facts is that a number of rabbis and 
Jewish organizational spokespeople 
have asserted that Jewish religious 
tradition is somehow offended 
by the recently upheld law. The 
president of Hadassah, to take one 
example, has baldly stated that the 
law “undermines Jewish values.”
She and others who have made 
similar claims are misinformed and, 
in turn, misinform.
   To be sure, the Talmudic sources 
are clear that the life of a Jewish 
woman whose pregnancy endangers 
her takes precedence over that of 
her unborn when there is no way 
to preserve both lives. That is why 
Agudath Israel, while we oppose 
Roe v. Wade’s effective “abortion 
on demand,” has not and would 
never favor a wholesale ban on 
abortion.

While the matter is not free from 
controversy, there are rabbinic 
opinions that allow abortion when 
the pregnancy seriously jeopardizes 
the mother’s health. But those 
narrow exceptions do not translate 
into some unlimited “mother’s right” 
to “make her own reproductive 
choices” -- the position Hadassah 
enthusiastically trumpets.
   Moreover, in the specific context 
of “intact dilation and extraction” 
-- to use the Times’ preferred 
nomenclature -- Jewish law 
certainly confers no right to kill a 
live baby whose head, or most of 
whose body, has already emerged. 
Indeed, once birth has already 
occurred, Jewish law makes clear, 
the newborn child has no less right 
to live than does the mother.
   Stated simply, what the Partial-
Birth Abortion Ban Act prohibits 
is, in the eyes of Jewish law, little if 
anything short of murder.
   Nothing, of course, prevents a 
Jew, or Jewish organization or 
rabbi, from ignoring the teachings 
of the Jewish religious tradition. 
But intellectual integrity, if nothing 
else, should prevent anyone from 
misrepresenting the content of a 
law or what Jewish tradition has to 
say about killing an unborn child -- 
or a born one.

Rabbi Avi Shafran is Director of 
Public Affairs for Agudath Israel  

of America. 

Ready,
“Radio achieves its 

highest calling when it 

resembles a platform, a 

forum for the expression 

of many different 

viewpoints …” 
-A.J. Parkinson 

                 

WHITNEY RADIO 

(914) 636-1460 

NEW ROCHELLE, NY – Yonkers 
Mayor Phil Amicone is our guest 
this Tuesday. He is the incumbent 
candidate for Mayor of Yonkers. 
   On the Level with Hezi is heard 
live between 10:05 am and 11:00 
am, Tuesday, May 15, 2007, and 
every Tuesday morning, on WVOX-
1460 AM radio, and by way of 
audio internet technology on www.
WVOX.com.  Audre Caponetto will 

“On the Level with Hezi” on WVOX
be with us throughout the show. 
   The call in, talk show format is 
a independent minded venue in 
which we solicit your on topic only 
perspective or question. Call us 
live at 914-636-0110. Please turn 
off the volume generated through 
your radio or computer once you 
are connected on the telephone. 
You will be able to hear the entire 
program during that time in which 

you are on hold. There is a time 
delay of seven seconds on both 
radio and computer systems. 
   The May 22 show will delve into 
the impact of illegal aliens within our 
communities. NYS Assemblyman 
Greg Ball, Westchester County 
Board Legislator Majority Whip 
Jose Alvarado, among other guests 
are scheduled.
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Government

From Page 1

County, to require that any Mitchell-
Lama or federally-subsidized units 
leaving the program immediately 
enter into rent-stabilization which 
would substantially enhance 
tenant protections. The bill 
also prevents owners of these 
developments from applying for 
higher initial rents (which are 
known as “unique and peculiar”) 
than their tenants were charged 
under the Mitchell-Lama program.  
   “We face an affordable housing 
crisis throughout the state of 
New York, but particularly here 
in Westchester County. Three-
bedroom apartments average 
$2,000 countywide and can go 
much higher. The consequences of 
the loss of affordable housing are 
real and they are devastating—we 
cannot continue to leave this 
problem for others to deal with. 
This bill provides the leadership on 
affordable housing for Westchester 
that has been lacking in Albany 
for too long. It is absolutely 
necessary that we take any and all 
steps to preserve Mitchell-Lama 
housing before losing even one 

Senator Stewart-Cousins  
Introduces Groundbreaking Legislation

more unit,” Stewart-Cousins said.  
   The Mitchell-Lama housing 
program was created in 1955, with 
new developments continuing to be 
built into the mid-1970’s under a mix 
of state, local and federal funding. 
Low-interest loans covering up to 
95% of all development costs were 
made available to developers. The 
housing was designed specifically 
for middle- and moderate-income 
families, and has proven to be New 
York’s most successful housing 
program for these families. 
   The federal Section 8 rent subsidy 
program was created by the U.S. 
Congress in 1974, and requires 
low-income tenants to pay 30 
percent of their income for rent, 
and additional monies are paid to 
the landlord by the government.  
   “Programs as successful as 
Mitchell-Lama and Section 
8 should be expanded, not 
allowed to become obsolete,” 
Stewart-Cousins declared.  
   The developments came with 20-
, 30- or 40-year life-spans, after 
which these developments could 
be privatized—when landlords 
give up tax incentives in favor of 

market rate rents. This is a practice 
which contributes to the housing 
crisis facing New York today. One 
Yonkers development, Whitney 
Young Manor, recently underwent 
this type of conversion. More 
than 2,000 affordable state and 
federally subsidized homes have 
already been lost in Westchester 
County and more than 5,000 
more are potentially still at risk.  
   “We could lose almost 4,000 of 
these homes in Westchester, in the 
next few years alone. This will result 
in the large-scale displacement 
of existing tenants,” Stewart-
Cousins concluded. “By allowing 
for home-rule over the affordable-
housing units in our communities, 
we can take the appropriate steps 
to ensure that Westchester County 
remains a vibrant, diverse place—
characteristics that are proven to 
attract new businesses and stimulate 
economic growth. It is vital for the 
sake of our communities and our 
economy that moderate-income 
families continue to call Westchester 
County their home.” 

By Diane M. Grassi          

   On March 25, 2005, U.S. President 
George W. Bush, former Canadian 
Prime Minister, Peter Martin and 
former Mexican President, Vicente 
Fox, authorized the Security and 
Prosperity Partnership (SPP), now 
under the auspices of the U.S. 
Department of Commerce. Most 
Americans have little to no 
knowledge of this seemingly 
innocuous sounding unofficial 
treaty and therefore believe there is 
little reason to be alarmed. 
   However, what could be 
misinterpreted as legislation which 
has been scrutinized, and has gone 
through the proper channels of 
government could not be farther 
from the truth, in that the U.S. 
Congress has had no direct 
disclosure of nor has taken part in 
its execution. 
   Legally, a treaty would require a 
two-thirds majority of the U.S. 
Senate to concur for its ratification 
as determined by the U.S. 
Constitution. Cleverly, however, 
since the SPP is not a treaty, the 
President was able to avoid such a 
required procedure by using the 
power of the Executive Branch. 
And in August 2006, President 
Bush additionally crafted a Signing 
Statement to passed legislation 
declaring it Constitutional for his 
administration to withhold 
information from or deny authority 
required from the U.S. Congress on 
the SPP and its negotiations. 
   With the recent swell and 
frequency of free trade agreements 
being passed in the U.S. Congress 
in the past few years alone, 
seemingly rushed through without 
genuine debate or challenge, it 
would be easy for the public to 
assume that the SPP was authorized 
by Congress and thinking matters 
pertaining to it were in the best 
interest of the American people. 
And sadly, many U.S. free trade 
agreements do not directly better 
the workers of the countries 
involved, but are solely reserved for 
big business profiting from cheap 
labor, and foreign lobbyists and 
bureaucrats enriching themselves. 
   But the SPP is cleverly disguised 
as a boon for all three North 
American countries and its citizens, 
yet has lacked input or oversight 
from federal, state, or municipal 
legislators nationwide. The goals of 
the SPP agenda largely include a 
call for transparency and 

Nafta Superhighway has Guiliani as Key Player
unprecedented cooperation with 
respect to all three governments’ 
commerce and trade. The endeavor 
is to join forces in uniting as one 
competitive body in the global 
marketplace and to function as the 
North American Union (NAU), 
which at the same time whittles 
away at each country’s sovereignty, 
its national security and its laws. 
   The facilitation of the SPP will 
stem from the use of the U.S. 
interstate highway system providing 
the roads for inter-continental and 
interstate commerce. For that to 
happen will require retro-fitting of 
existing interstates as well as 
building new roads, including gas 
and power lines, including light 
rail, from the interior of Mexico, 
through the central corridor of the 
U.S. and on into Canada. 
   Both the proposed NAU and 
NAFTA Superhighway are offshoots 
of the North American Free Trade 
Agreement, signed in 1992 by then 
President Bill Clinton. At the time it 
was sold to the American people 
and the Mexican government as a 
win-win for both peoples and would 
re-balance the flow of trade back to 
Mexico in order for Mexican 
workers to earn a living wage. But 
that never transpired and instead 
backfired, resulting in the onslaught 
of nearly 20 million illegal aliens 
since, illegally crossing the U.S. 
southern border, supposedly looking 
for decent paying jobs. 
   But to fully understand the 
evolution of the call for the need of 
a NAFTA Superhighway it is 
important to at least understand the 
recent history behind it. The 
introduction of free trade policy has 
morphed into a priority of the U.S. 
government today, even putting 
national security at risk in order to 
fulfill its agenda. It was the Reagan 
Administration’s vision of free 
trade, a direct response to Japan’s 
explosive growth and expansion in 
both the automobile and electronics 
industries in the U.S., which began 
to shift the balance of trade and the 
lopsided result we now have today 
with most of our trading partners. 
   And fifteen years since the passage 
of NAFTA has not only enabled the 
U.S. to globalize arguably beyond 
proportions in all areas of commerce, 
industry and trade, but it has helped 
to foster public-private partnerships, 
a benign term used to mask what 
are essentially foreign-direct 
investments. And foreign-direct 
investment has grown precipitously 

since 1988 when former President 
George H.W. Bush signed the Exon-
Florio Amendment to the Defense 
Production Act of 1950. 
   It was also in 1988 when then 
President George H.W. Bush, 
through Exon-Florio delegated his 
power to approve or disapprove 
such foreign acquisitions to the 
Chairman of the Committee on 
Foreign Investments in the U.S. 
(CFIUS), relieving the President of 
the responsibility in determining 
national security threats in foreign-
direct acquisitions. Unfortunately, 
the definition of national security in 
a post-911 world remains too 
narrow to address protection of 
critical infrastructure, a scarce 
defense supply, or preservation of 
technological standards, among 
many other risks, unquestioned 
back in 1988. 
   The Exon-Florio Amendment 
authorizes the President to “suspend 
or prohibit foreign acquisitions, 
mergers, or takeovers of U.S. 
companies if a foreign controlling 
interest might take action that 
threatens national security.” And 
the term “foreign control” remains 
ambiguous and decidedly so. The 
ramifications of the Exon-Florio 
Amendment reared its head when in 
February 2006 CFIUS, an arm of 
the U.S. Department of the Treasury, 
became widely recognized for its 
authorization of the Dubai Ports 
World to operate multiple East 
Coast port operations including the 
Port Authority of New York, and 
the ports of Baltimore and Miami. 
   The balancing act of national 
security and foreign-direct 
acquisitions has relegated national 
security concerns to that of an 
afterthought, as the Department of 
the Treasury’s prime priority is 
expanding commerce in the global 
marketplace. Complaints about the 
secluded CFIUS process, however, 
predate the Dubai Ports World 
alarm bells of 2006. For it was in 

October 2005 when Senator Richard 
Shelby, (R) Alabama, called for 
hearings on the inclusion of 
Congressional oversight of CFIUS 
approvals. And it was prior to 2006 
when Senator James Inhofe, (R) 
Oklahoma, lobbied for Congress to 
be able to reject CFIUS approvals. 
   As it stands, most every foreign 
acquisition sails through the 
approval process. Unless there is a 
45-day investigation process after 
the required 30-day review by 
CFIUS, the President’s approval is 
not required and thereby never 
reaches the Congress for any 
interaction or input. Between 1988 
and 2005 only two foreign 
acquisitions were unapproved out 
of 1,555 reviews. Both were 
withdrawn and eligible for later re-
i n s t a t e m e n t . 
   Many foreign entities seek out a 
“pre-screening” with CFIUS’ 
member agencies, comprised of 12 
departments of the U.S. government, 
if national security concerns are 
anticipated in order to mitigate the 
chances of non-approval and 
triggering the 45-day investigation. 
   The disparate interests of free 
trade and the protection of critical 
infrastructure, and in particular the 
U.S. highway system as well as 
public utilities, has given way to 
high-powered U.S. law firms and 
professional lobbyist organizations 
that lay the groundwork for foreign 
conglomerates to land foreign-
acquisition contracts  with cash-
starved states amenable to foreign-
direct investment. 
   Such is the case with the Trans-
Texas Corridor (TTC), the 
brainchild of the Texas Department 
of Transportation (TxDOT) in 
concert with the SPP. It is a multi-
billion dollar web of highway 
building, toll road maintenance, gas 
pipelines, public utilities and 
railroad contracts as complex and 
as multi-layered as the U.S. 
interstate highway system itself.  A 
flurry of over 20 foreign acquisitions 
of interstate highway projects and 
toll road maintenance contracts 
have been approved since 2003 
with many more nationwide 
working their way through state 
legislatures, such as that of the New 
Jersey Turnpike which Governor 
Jon Corzine believes is ripe for 
foreign funding. 
   But the TTC is the biggest and 
most massive highway building 
project of them all and for the first 
time will rely upon a foreign entity 
to not only maintain toll roads but 
to have a stake in building, 
controlling operations and tolls and 
expanding new roads and critical 
infrastructure. Additionally, 
eminent domain law will come into 
play in order to reconcile the taking 
of property and farmland for road 
expansion to accommodate 
pipelines and railroad tracks. 
   And much like the SPP planning, 
which took place behind closed 
doors, the TTC collaboration began 
in 2002 in Texas Governor Richard 
Perry’s chambers, where state 

legislators and taxpayers were 
deliberately cut out of negotiations 
and the bidding process. 
Negotiations began with the Spanish 
engineering transportation 
construction firm, Cintra 
Concesiones de Infrastructures de 
Transporte, S.A., a subsidiary of the 
Grupo Ferrovial, which specializes 
in toll roads and car parks and 
considered a leading developer of 
private-sector infrastructure 
throughout Europe.  
   At the center of negotiations for 
multiple legs of the Superhighway 
Corridor throughout Texas, is none 
other than Rudolph Giuliani’s law 
firm which landed the 
Comprehensive Development 
Agreement for a widening of 
Interstate-35, now referred to as the 
TTC-35, in addition to the Master 
Development Plans for State 
Highways 121 and 130 among other 
legs of the TTC. All negotiations 
for Cintra were and are presently 
handled by the law firm, Bracewell 
& Giuliani, LLP, of which 
Republican Presidential candidate, 
Rudolph Giuliani, has been a senior 
executive partner since March 
2005. His law firm is the exclusive 
legal counsel for Cintra. Bracewell 
& Giuliani is comprised of 400 
attorneys, based in Houston, TX 
with offices in New York City, 
Washington, D.C., London and 
K a z a k h s t a n .   
   Cintra joined with San Antonio, 
TX-based Zachry Construction 
Corp. to help land the contracts, in 
which Zachry owns a 20% interest. 
The Cintra-Zachry proposal for 
TTC-35 includes a private 
investment of up to $6 billion in 
upfront payments for the complete 
construction, design and operation 
of a 316-mile toll road between 
Dallas and San Antonio, giving 
Cintra the right to set tolls and keep 
toll road profits for a period of 50 
years, as it will for each road it has 
c o n t r a c t e d .  
   The NAFTA Superhighway and 
its corridors will run from 
Southwestern Mexico through 
Laredo, Austin and Dallas, TX, into 
Kansas City, KA, serving as an 
inland customs port. The corridor 
will split in Kansas with one leg 
going to Winnipeg, Canada through 
Omaha, NE. The other leg goes to 
Toronto, Canada through Des 
Moines, IA, Chicago, IL and 
Detroit, MI.  
   As many as 10 lanes, one-mile 
wide will incorporate double rails 
and pipelines. The second corridor 
is planned from Brownsville to 
Houston, TX through Arkansas, 
Memphis, TN and into Norfolk, 
VA. While the principal use for 
these corridors is to speed Asian 
goods into the Central and Eastern 
U.S., it will require 145 acres of 
land per mile or 540,000 total acres 
of land. And in Texas, the state may 
utilize its own discretion in using 
eminent domain law in order to 
reach its goal.  
   Had gasoline tax revenues been 
properly allocated and solely 
reserved for highway projects over 
the years, neither Texas nor 
numerous other states would be as 
desperate for funds as they claim 
they now are, as many highway 
funds have been found to have been 
raided for other state projects and 
public funding. 
   The citizens of Texas only as 
recently as February 2007 began to 
attend state legislative hearings 
where many state lawmakers 
themselves were beginning to 
become familiar with the Cintra 

contracts. Several have called for a 
moratorium on at least the TTC-35 
project, envisioned as a high-speed 
highway, until they can evaluate 
issues such as eminent domain, cost 
benefit analysis, environmental 
impact and homeland security 
r a m i f i c a t i o n s .  
   Most interesting to the whole 
story is not only has Mr. Giuliani’s 
involvement in the NAFTA 
Superhighway not ever having been 
publicly addressed, but how a 
foreign company is awarded the 
building of a mass highway system, 
versus maintaining it, for the first 
time in U.S. history, and negotiated 
by the law firm of the top Republican 
candidate running for President of 
the United States. And truly 
disturbing is how such will not only 
have national and homeland security 
and sovereignty implications but 
how it is deliberately being kept 
away from the Halls of Congress.   
   Giuliani fancies himself as an 
expert on homeland security issues 
and a law enforcer. And he has 
amassed quite the portfolio since 
2002, earning $20 million in that 
year alone, by selling himself as 
such. He owns Giuliani Partners, 
Giuliani Safety & Security and 
Giuliani Capital Advisors. In March 
2007 he sold Giuliani Capital 
Advisors, a former Ernst & Young 
finance company he purchased in 
2002, to Macquerie Infrastructure 
Consortium. Not coincidentally, it 
is a partner of Cintra’s in its shared 
operations of toll roads in both 
Indiana and Chicago, IL.   
   Bracewell & Giuliani represents 
some of the biggest multi-national 
oil, utility infrastructure and 
financial corporations both in the 
U.S. and abroad.  With that have 
come the connections that Giuliani 
has been able to tap into for 
campaign donors, essential for his 
presidential bid, not only in Texas 
but nationwide, as he has become 
the consummate globalist. But more 
troubling than potential conflicts of 
interest as a public servant is his 
lack of compunction to secure U.S. 
borders and then planting himself 
squarely in the middle of one of the 
most controversial and historic 
highway system projects since the 
1956 National Federal-Aid 
Highway Act.   
   Particularly unnerving, given 
Guiliani’s personal  experience on 
9-11, is his defense of open borders 
at any cost while condoning the 
NAFTA Superhighway Corridor 
and by extension the North 
American Union, without the 
purview or consent of the U.S. 
Congress or the will of the American 
p e o p l e .   
   We should have seen it coming 
when Giuliani enacted Special 
Order 40 in 1994, during his tenure 
as Mayor of New York City, in 
ordering law enforcement officers 
to no longer check the legal status 
of suspects caught violating the law. 
We should have seen it coming 
when Rudolph Giuliani single-
handedly decided that illegal aliens 
were not lawbreakers and also quit 
upholding the law. And unfortunately 
we now do see it coming. But sadly, 
he may now actually be handed the 
opportunity to no longer defend and 
abide by the U.S. Constitution of 
the United States of America. 

Contact: 

dgrassi@cox.net
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YONKERS, NY -- The Playbook, a 
digest-sized magazine specifically 
designed to capture the interest of 
casino and slot machine players and 
introduce them to horse racing, will 
debut at Empire City at Yonkers 
Raceway this summer. The monthly 
magazine is the first and only 
publication of its size and scope 
that directly connects to gaming 
players.
    “The racing industry has 
struggled to gain the attention 
of casino players, even those 
already attending racetracks,” said 
Jay Bergman, publisher of The 
Playbook.
    The magazine will play to the 
casino audience directly, and also 
feature a creative introduction to 
racing. The Playbook is the only 
racing-related publication in history 

The Playbook Debuts at 
Empire City this Summer

Brings New Audience to Racing
with the opportunity to reach 
an estimated 1 million monthly 
visitors to Empire City at Yonkers 
Raceway.
    “When Jay first brought the 
concept to me I was sold,” said Bob 
Galterio, vice-president and general 
manager of Yonkers Raceway. 
“We want to build Empire City as 
a totally integrated entertainment 
center with 5,500 gaming machines, 
fine restaurants and exciting harness 
racing six-nights a week.”
    Bergman is a 30-year veteran 
of racing publications. “I, too, was 
excited when slots and gaming 
machines were added at racetracks,” 
he said, “Purse money has helped 
invigorate this industry for owners, 
trainers and breeders. I believe the 
only way we can truly secure the 
future of this sport is to rebuild our 
fan base.”
    Bergman acknowledged the 
contribution of Tim Rooney, 
President of Empire City at Yonkers 
Raceway for his dedication to the 
sport and optimism about its future. 
“Tim truly believes we can tap into 
the gaming market and increase 
interest and play in horse racing. 
His support in the distribution of 
The Playbook will ensure that more 
future fans are directly exposed to 
our sport than ever before.” 
 
For more information about The 
Playbook call 516-931-1905 or 

visit the Website at
 www.theplaybookpub.com. 

Business • Community

SCARSDALE, NY -- On Thursday 
evening, May 17th, the American 
Cancer Society will gather at 
Sunningdale Country Club in 
Scarsdale to raise money for cancer 
research, education, advocacy 
and service with a special portion 
dedicated to Road to Recovery, 
a program that provides free 
transportation for cancer patients to 
and from life-saving appointments. 
In addition, the annual Diamond 
Gala dinner/dance - Journey 
to Recovery – will honor local 
leaders for their commitment and 
dedication to fighting cancer.  This 
year’s honorees include Michael 
Villanova, CEO of All County 
Transportation Services, Inc.; Anita 
Feldman, a longtime American 
Cancer Society volunteer; Marisa 
Acocella Marchetto, Author; and 
Tiffany & Co.  
   WABC-TV (Channel 7) Anchor 
Diana Williams, who was a 
2006 gala honoree, will emcee 
this distinguished event, which 
has raised more than $5 million 
since its inception 14 years ago 
to support vital programs for 
families in Westchester.  A cocktail 
reception and silent auction will 
begin at 6:30 p.m. to be followed 
by dinner, dancing and a special 
live auction where participants will 
have the opportunity to bid on a 
seven-night getaway on Sir Richard 

American Cancer Society’s Diamond Gala to  
Raise Money 

Branson’s private Necker Island in 
the British Virgin Islands. Trips to 
this exclusive island are once-in-a-
lifetime opportunities and can cost 
more than $22,000. Bidding begins 
at $10,000. For a peek at this island, 
visit www.necker.com. 
   “The lack of transportation 
has become a major problem for 
thousands of cancer patients. The 
American Cancer Society’s Road 
to Recovery program is an essential 
service because even the greatest 
medical advances are useless if 
patients can’t get to treatment,” said 
Margaret Gleason Hamm, breast 
cancer survivor and Chairperson 
of the 2007 Diamond Gala. During 
her own battle with the disease, 
Hamm’s father was diagnosed 
with throat cancer. “I’ve been on 
the journey to recovery and I’ve 
experienced the challenge of getting 
my dad to the city for his treatment. 
The American Cancer Society relies 
on the generosity of its donors and 
volunteers to provide vital patient 
programs and services like Road to 
Recovery,” she said.  
   Michael Villanova founded 
All County Transportation, 
headquartered in Peekskill, NY, 
in the early 90s. Before becoming 
involved with the American Cancer 
Society, he was unaware of how 
many cancer patients desperately 
need this type of service. He is 

proud to have helped make a 
difference in people’s lives and will 
continue to do whatever he can for 
the American Cancer Society and 
those cancer patients in need.  
   Anita Feldman, a resident of 
Mahopac, NY, considers being a 
volunteer with the American Cancer 
Society a privilege. In addition to 
working on the Diamond Gala, she 
has helped with the Making Strides 
Against Breast Cancer walk and as 
an ambassador.  
   Marisa Acocella Marchetto is a 
cartoonist for the New Yorker, a 
breast cancer survivor and author 

of Cancer Vixen, a powerful, funny 
and poignant graphic memoir of her 
own journey with cancer.  
Tiffany & Co. has been and continues 
to be a generous corporate sponsor 
of the American Cancer Society. 
Over the past two centuries, Tiffany 
has built an international reputation 
as the ultimate source of gifts for 
life’s most cherished occasions. 

For 24-hour cancer information, 
the public may call 1-800-ACS-
2345 or visit www.cancer.org.

Margaret Gleason Hamm, better known as “Muffin,” to those who 
have the pleasure of her acquaintance, is“Journey to Recovery” event 

Chairperson. Tickets cost $300.

Valhalla. “The celebration attracts 
people of all ages from throughout 
the area and is a natural way for 
the community to connect with 
the natural beauty of the Hudson 
River.”
   Squads that have registered hail 
from Guide Communications, 
Hudson Valley Hospital Center, 
Metro-North Railroad, Peekskill 
Recreation Department, Peekskill 
Rotary Club and Wheelabrator 
Westchester. The Lakeland, 
Hendrick Hudson and Peekskill 
Education Foundations will field 
a combined team, as will ITI 
Strategies-Ultimate Collision, 
which has won the event the last 
two years. 
   At Peekskill Celebration 2007, 
teams will race in three divisions: 
Women’s, Open (may have 
women paddlers) and Mixed (at 
least eight women paddlers). Each 
crew consists of sixteen paddlers, 
a steersperson and a drummer. 
Minimum age to participate is 14 
and everyone must wear a flotation 
vest. 
   All teams will race three times, 
including two heats and a final. 
The fastest of the two heat times 
will determine the appropriate 
placement of teams. Races of 500 
meters generally last two minutes.
In the spirit of fostering good-

Hope Floats: Teams Sign Up for 
Dragon Boat Races on the Hudson

natured competition, specialty 
divisions may be created that group 
together teams with a natural theme, 
such as pitting rookie squads against 
each other, for instance, or squaring 
off teams within a particular field or 
industry. 
   Synchronization, technique and 
a positive attitude help propel 
successful Dragon Boat racing 
teams. Passed down from ancient 
China, the pastime is gaining 
popularity in the United States. 
The long, narrow boats (41 feet by 
45 inches) weigh 550 lbs. and are 
stable. Though racing requires skill, 
once paddlers are in stroke and the 
craft builds momentum, everyone 
contributes to the team no matter 
how big or small, young or old.
22DRAGONS, a Montreal-based 
boat club that also operates race 
events, will oversee the event. The 
firm provides boats, personnel, 
instruction and training for every 
team, including at least one practice 
session on the water. The company 
ensures safety, fairness and fun for 

everyone. 
   The $1,000 entry fee per team is 
used to offset the cost of running the 
entire production, which receives 
instrumental help from the Peekskill 
Yacht Club and Commodore Tony 
Masi. In addition to storing the boats 
for two weeks prior to race day, 
volunteers at the club also provide 
training for participants and patrol 
the waters during the event. 
   Now in its 11th year, the annual 
Peekskill Celebration is the largest 
festival in the Hudson Valley. 
Attracting over 30,000 people from 
the metropolitan New York City 
area, the festivities highlight the 
vibrant City of Peekskill and its 
maritime heritage. Run by a not-
for-profit corporation committed 
to strengthening community ties, 
the events celebrate family, food, 
fireworks, music, crafts, Dragon 
Boats and more. Venues include 
stunning Riverfront Green Park, 
Charles Point Park and historic 
downtown Peekskill.

YONKERS, NY -- Members of 
the Yonkers Congress of Italian 
America Organizations (C.I.A.O.) 
are pleased to announce that 
Westchester County District 
Attorney Janet DiFiore will be the 
2007 honoree at its Annual Dinner 
Dance to be held Friday, June 8, 
at the Westchester Manor, Saw 
Mill River Road. in Hastings-on-
Hudson, at 7 p.m. 
“District Attorney DiFiore has 
dedicated her career to public 
service as both a former Judge and 
prosecutor in Westchester County, 
and has helped countless young 
attorneys of Italian descent through 
her involvement in the county’s 
Columbian Lawyer’s Association 
and other Italian organizations,” 
said C.I.A.O. Chairman 
Marcello Cardillo in making the 
announcement. 
   Comprised of some 15 different 
Italian organizations, C.I.A.O. 
has been serving the Italian-
American community of Yonkers 
since 1966.  Its primary focus 
has always included an emphasis 
on educational opportunities in 
addition to fundraising efforts to 
assist those in need both here and 
in Italy.  In recent years C.I.A.O., 

C.I.A.O. to Honor D.A. 
Janet DiFiore

through its center at 57 Park Hill 
Avenue, has broadened its scope 
and opened its doors to residents 
of the city at large – both young 
and old – aiding the city’s diverse 
community with such services as 
employment opportunities, social 
services referrals, income tax 
preparation assistance, veteran’s 
matters, and more. 
   Ms. DiFiore presently serves 
as the 32nd District Attorney of 
Westchester County.  Prior to her 
election, D.A. DiFiore served for 
more than ten years as an Assistant 
District Attorney in Westchester 
County as a prosecutor and Chief 
of Narcotics, coordinating drug 
enforcement and prosecution efforts 
on behalf of local, State and federal 
law enforcement agencies within 
Westchester County.   
   Elected as a Judge of the 
Westchester County Court in 1998 
and as a Justice of the New York 
State Supreme Court in 2002, D.A. 
DiFiore has presided over hundreds 
of cases in the County Court, the 
Family Court and the New York 
State Supreme Court. In 2003 
she was appointed to serve as the 
Supervising Judge for the Criminal 
Courts in the 9th Judicial District, 

where she had oversight of court 
operations for the criminal courts 
of Westchester, Dutchess, Orange, 
Rockland and Putnam counties until 
she resigned her position in May 
2005 to run for District Attorney.  
   A life-long resident of 
Westchester County, D.A. DiFiore 
has effectively served on the 
Boards and in leadership positions 
of numerous professional, civic 
and local school organizations, 
including the Columbian Lawyers 
Association of Westchester County, 
Westchester Italian Cultural Center 
and the Westchester Women’s Bar 
Association. She is married to 
Dennis E. Glazer, and they live in 
Westchester County with their three 
children. 

For dinner reservations at $70.00 
per person, contact Jim Ciliberti at 
(914)629-4407 or Ilmo Carozza at 

(914) 476-5527.
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Bright Light, Huge Windows

Up to 16’ Ceiling Heights

24/7 Acccess

HeightsRE.com (212) 317 - 1423 ext 625

Space Available

Starting at only $400/mon
(all utilities included)

Manufacturing & Warehouse space also available

578 Nepperhan Ave, Yonkers
(Just off Saw Mill Parkway)

NEWLY AVAILABLE: 6,000 SF for Gallery, Dance Studio or Gym

Chester High School Marching 
Band accompanied by local 
dignitaries, staff and Playland’s 
mascot Coaster the Dragon.  The 
95.5 WPLJ van will also be there 
with games and giveaways. 
   Back by popular demand, The 
Westchester Broadway Theater will 
be on hand with entertainment and 
valuable discount coupons for their 
upcoming production of Little Shop 
of Horrors, which opens August 9 
and runs through September 29.
   Westchester County Public Safety 
will also provide a SafeKids child 
safety check-up between 10 a.m. 
and 2 p.m. in the main parking lot. 
Police will check to see if car seats 
are installed properly and give tips 
on keeping children safe in cars. 
   The Music Tower Theater will 
feature the best of The Beatles 
performed by The Daytrippers with 
shows at 2, 4 and 6 p.m.
Playland Fun Cards can be 
purchased for the economical price 
of $20 for a 24-Point Fun Card and 
$30 for a 38-Point Fun Card. Rides 
require 2 to 4 points each. Park Pass 
holders who purchase 38-Point 
Fun Cards automatically receive 8 
Bonus Points when presenting their 
Park Pass (maximum four offers 
per visit, season-long). Fun Card 

Playland Opens for Season on May 12
Special Discounts, Entertainment Scheduled

points are valid forever and are 
rechargeable at any sales booth or 
electronic kiosk.
   For the serious rider, Playland 
offers a Fun Band for $40 which is 
good for unlimited rides for up to 
eight hours on the day of visit. On 
Opening Day only, the Fun Band 
will be sold for $15. 
   Playland is open Saturdays from 
noon to 9 p.m. and Sundays from 
noon to 8 p.m. until Memorial Day 
weekend. Admission to Playland is 
always free. Parking on weekends 
is $7 per car.  
   Playland is owned and operated by 
Westchester County Parks. Playland 

Park is known as America’s first 
totally planned amusement park and 
was designated a National Historic 
Landmark in 1987.
   Playland is located in Rye, New 
York and can be reached via the 
New England Thruway (I-95), 
Playland Parkway exit 19. 

For more information, call 914-
813-7010 or visit Playland at www.

ryeplayland.org.
For Bee-Line Bus routes to 

Playland visit www.westchestergov.
com/beelinebus. For special 

Metro-North Packages to 
Playland, call 800-METRO-INFO.

more than a dozen workshops 
on a wide variety of topics 
designed to help women achieve 
personal and financial success, 
and take advantage of the health 
screenings, exhibits, resource 
tables, cooking demonstrations and 
a microenterprise marketplace and 
fair. 
   “It takes effort to make the right 
choices and learn how to protect 
one’s health and find personal 
fulfillment,” said County Executive 
Andy Spano. “The Every Woman’s 
Conference brings many of these 
important issues together in one 
place – and offers information 
on topics you may not have even 
thought to ask about. You’ll find 
information on everything from 
getting better health care and 
making smart financial decisions to 
mid-life issues, the effects of sugar, 
and sexually transmitted diseases.”
   For the first time, the county is 
offering FREE bus transportation to 
the event from locations in Yonkers, 
Mt. Vernon, New Rochelle/
Mamaroneck, Port Chester and 
Peekskill/Ossining. See below for 
stops.
“Coming as it does on Mother’s 
Day weekend, this is a perfect 
opportunity for women to think 
about what they can do for 
themselves and bring along the 
meaningful women in their life,” 
said Camille Murphy, director of 
the Office for Women. “Everybody 
has someone – an aunt, mother, 
grandmother, friend – who has 
made a difference in their lives, and 
one of the most thoughtful gifts you 
can pass on is the opportunity to 
achieve one’s personal potential.”
Some of the workshops include: 
Starting Your Own Business, 
Seven Life-Defining Financial 
Decisions, Learn How to Protect 
Your Children, Tools and Resources 
to Empower Domestic Violence 
Survivors, Dental Health for Women 
and Children, Nurturing a Healthy 

Author Lee Woodruff Highlights 
“Every Woman’s Conference”

Annual Event Offers Workshops, Health Screenings and 
FREE Transportation

Pregnancy and Motherhood, Home- 
and Community-based Health 
Services, as well as informational 
medical seminars. Many of the 
workshops are also in Spanish.
   With more than 20 years 
experience in marketing and public 
relations, Woodruff works with 
international cosmetic company 
Benefit Cosmetics and Built NY, 
a line of home products.  Since 
opening her own business in 1991 
she has handled a wide variety of 
clients from the healthcare and 
travel industry to electronics and 
accessories market.
As in past years, the program will 
feature as key note speakers two 
women who have been highly 
successful in their fields.
   Woodruff is a freelance writer who 
has written numerous corporate 
materials and published articles in 
Health, Redbook, Country Living 
magazine and Family Fun to name a 
few.  Over the years she has written 
articles with a personal slant about 
family life and the often humorous 
and poignant moments of being a 
parent. 
Perry-Bottinger is a board-
certified cardiologist and assistant 
professor of medicine at Columbia 
and Cornell universities who has 
been profiled in many magazines 
including EBONY, Black Enterprise, 
Crain’s NY, and was listed as one 
of the top doctors in New York by 
New York Magazine. She is also a 
guest medical expert for the NBC 
national “Today” show and Black 
Entertainment Television (BET) 
and has also appeared on national 
networks ABC, Fox, Lifetime, 
Channel 9, and several local cable 
channels. 
The bus schedule to the event is as 
follows:
Port Chester:
Boarding at 8:00am – bus departs at 
8:30am from 132 Rectory Street at 
Thomas Edison Elementary School 
Boarding at 3:00pm – bus departs 
at 3:30pm from County Center 

returning to 132 Rectory Street 
New Rochelle/Mamaroneck:
Boarding at 8:00am – bus departs 
at 8:30am from 275 Washington 
Avenue at Columbus Elementary 
School
Bus goes to Hispanic Resource 
Center (168 W. Boston Post Road) 
in Mamaroneck. Leaves at 9:00 
a.m. for the County Center 
Boarding at 3:00pm – bus departs at 
3:30 from County Center returning 
to Hispanic Resource Center and 
then Columbus Elementary School. 
Peekskill/Ossining: 
Boarding at 8:00am – bus departs 
at 8:30am from 1037 Main Street at 
Peekskill Health Center
Bus goes to ST. ANN’S SCHOOL 
in Ossining, loads there and leaves 
at 9:00 a.m. for the County Center.
Boarding at 3:00pm – bus departs 
at 3:30am from County Center 
returning to Ossining site and then 
Peekskill site. 
Yonkers: 
Boarding at 8:00am – bus departs 
at 8:30 am from Getty Square at St. 
John’s Church
Boarding at 3:00pm – bus departs 
at 3:30pm from County Center 
returning to Getty Square
Mt. Vernon:
Boarding at 8:00am – bus departs 
at 8:30am from Fourth Street at the 
Greater Centennial Church in front 
of the Neighborhood Health Center 
door
Boarding at 3:00pm – bus 
departs at 3:30pm from County 
Center returning to Fourth Street  
 

Advance registration is requested. 
The fee for the conference is $10 

($5 for students and seniors). 
Childcare is available by pre-
registration only ($5 fee and 

guardian must provide food and 
supplies). Call for information 

on free transportation sites. For 
registration & information, call 

(914) 995-5972. 

NEW ROCHELLE, NY – The 
Fourth Annual Chef’s Tasting event 
to benefit United Hebrew Geriatric 
Center (UHGC), will take place at 
Willow Towers, 355 Pelham Road, 
in New Rochelle.
   The Chef’s Tasting will take 
place on Tuesday, May 15, from 6 
p.m. until 8 p.m., and will feature 
samplings from Westchester’s 
finest restaurants, including An 

Fourth Annual Chef’s Tasting Event to 
Benefit UHGC 

Wine Tasting to Feature Grapes from Around The World
American Bistro, Anna 
Maria’s, Balducci’s, 
MacMenamin’s Grill, 
Mamma Francesca, 
Mo’s New York Grill, 
Mulino’s of Westchester, 
Rangoli, Rustico, 
Terra Rustica, Tequila 
Sunrise, The Sterling 
Inn, Yvonne’s Southern 
Cuisine, and Zitoune.
Michael Grossberg of 
The Grape Exchange will 
present an international 
wine tasting 
that will 
feature a 

variety of wines from 
around the world. The 
wines will be available 
for purchase, and twenty 
percent of the sale 
proceeds will be donated 
to United Hebrew 
Geriatric Center.   
Tickets cost $75 per 
person or $65 for two 

or more. Checks may be made 
payable to UGC Foundation, 60 
Willow Drive, New Rochelle, N.Y. 
10805. For reservations, contact 
Tara Diamond at 914-632-2804 
x223 or direct email to tdiamond@
uhgc.org. 

For further information, 
please contact Linda Forman 
at 914.632.2804 x 224, e-mail 

lforman@uhgc.org, or visit
 www.uhgc.org.

LARCHMONT, NY -- This year, 
for Mother’s Day, Westchesterites 
can give Mom the gifts of Mother 
Earth and treat her to twenty weeks 
of succulent fruit from local farms.   
Starting in June, Farm Share, based 
in Larchmont, will deliver to Mom’s 
door a weekly box of freshly picked 
berries, cherries, peaches, plums, 
nectarines, apples and pears as they 
come ripe in the orchards of upstate 
New York. 
    “This is the perfect gift for 
Mom because she gets something 
wonderful – something that makes 
her life easier - every week of the 
season, not just one Sunday,” said 
Gail Brussel, who with her husband, 
Luke, founded Farm Share Ltd.   
“Our family loves fruit, but I know 
how hard it is to keep enough in the 
house. You want to enjoy the best of 
the season: healthy, local, delicious. 
You want to support local farms. 
But who has the time to make that 
extra stop? With Farm Share’s fruit 
shares, you are giving her yummy 

Local Mothers Receive the Gifts of 
Mother Earth for Mothers Day 2007 

fresh fruit, picked locally, with the 
convenience of home delivery for 
weeks.” 
    Each fruit share helps to support 
local farms by providing the farmers 
with much needed support for 
buying seed, equipment and farming 
materials.  “We like to think of it as 
doing good by eating better,” said 
Ms. Brussel.  “Participants receive 
fruit with its original, deep sweet 
flavor and farmers get to do what 
they love most: farm!” 
    Farm Share Ltd. works with 
local farms and (some say old 
fashioned) milkmen to bring 
community supported agriculture 
(CSA) shares to homes throughout 

Westchester.   CSA is a unique 
approach to bringing farms and 
families together for better food and 
to support small local farms and 
sustainable agriculture.  With CSA 
participants get a share in all of the 
vegetables or fruit a farm produces 
for the year and the farmer gets a 
commitment from the buyer for the 
whole season. 
    Farm Share is offering the fruit 
shares for $20 per week for twenty 
weeks of fruit including all delivery 
charges.   For orders placed by 
Friday May 11, they will email a 
gift certificate that can be printed 
and presented to Mom on her day, 
if requested. Shares of vegetable 
crops are also available.  All the 
vegetables are grown organically 
on a local farm. 
 

For more information, Farm Share 
maintains a Website at

 www.myfarmshare.com .

MOUNT VERNON, NY -- No 
Place Like Home Care, Wartburg’s 
Licensed Home Care Services 
Agency, is pleased to offer the 
opportunity to earn a Home Health 
Aide certificate. Participants must 
be authorized to work in the US and 
be able to read and write in English. 
Two references are required as well 
as proof of a recent physical exam. 
The New York State approved 
course runs from Tuesday, May 29, 
to Thursday, June 21. Classes will 
be given Monday through Friday, 
from 8:30 AM to 3:30 PM, at the 
Home Care offices on the Wartburg 
campus in Mount Vernon, NY. The 
course will be followed by 10 hours 
of supervised clinical training.   
   The registration deadline is 
May 18, 2007. For information, 
call Evelyn Ramirez, RN, at 

Wartburg Offers Free Home Health 
Aide Certification Course

914.513.5656. Or visit Wartburg’s 
Community Outreach Center, 
13 East Prospect Avenue, Mount 
Vernon, between 8:30 AM and 2:30 
PM, on weekdays. 
   The Wartburg Adult Care 
Community has been providing a 
full range of residential options and 
health-related services for older area 
adults and their families for over a 
century.  These include 24-hour 
skilled nursing care, Alzheimer’s 
and dementia care, assisted and 

independent living, 7-day adult day 
services, home care services, sub-
acute rehabilitation, memory care, 
monthly caregiver support groups 
and pastoral care.
 

For more information, call 
914.699.0800, or visit www.

thewartburg.org.
The Wartburg is a Lutheran 
ministry serving all faiths.

the orchestra, bands, and choral 
groups began practicing for their 
performances.  And it was clear 
from the high caliber of those 
performances that practice they 
did!  The music was outstanding, 
including several selections 
composed by NRHS graduates, such 
as “The Hunchback of Notre Dame” 
by Alan Menken, class of 1967, 
“Sarabande” by Jerry Bilik, class 
of 1951, and “Easy Groove” by Bob 
Mintzer, class of 1969.  Mr. Bilik 
traveled all the way from Florida to 
attend the concert and Mr. Menken 
had this to say in message read by 
Master of Ceremonies, Matthew 
Arkin.  “My thoughts will be with 
all of you tonight, as well as my 
deepest gratitude.  Over the years, 
New Rochelle has been home to a 
wealth of noteworthy and important 
artists, writers, and composers.  It is 
a great tradition that you represent 
on this stage and I congratulate 
each and every one of you.” 
   The concert also included a tribute 
to opera singer and long-time New 
Rochelle resident Robert Merrill, 
whose wife Marion and several other 
family members were in attendance.  
Dr. Domenic Guastaferro, Director 
of Performing and Visual Arts for 
the New Rochelle school district, 
performed “Di Provenza il Mar” 
from “La Traviata,” accompanied 
by the outstanding New Rochelle 
Orchestra, conducted by Frederick 
Ostrofsky. 
   Producing a concert of this size 
is a tremendous undertaking with 
many costs involved including 
rental of the hall, transportation for 
the students, and providing dinner 
for the musicians and chaperones.  
After expenses, the Fund was able 

New Rochelle High School  
“On Stage at Carnegie Hall”

from pg. 1 to raise over $60,000 which will 
support its educational enrichment 
programs including the SAT 
Preparation Course, Chess In Our 
Schools, Civics Week, the upcoming 
“Poetry Out Loud” festival and the 
new Museum of Arts and Culture at 
New Rochelle High School.   The 
Fund holds this concert every four 
years to ensure that every student 
in the NRHS music program has an 
opportunity to participate.   
   The nearly three-hour concert 
demonstrated the depth and breadth 
of artistic talent in the school.  From 
the cool sounds of the Jazz Band led 
by Band Director Robert Freeberg, 
to the interesting and complicated 
vocal arrangements of the Chorale, 
Choraleers and Renaissance 
Ensemble, led by Derrick James 
and David Jutt, to the rousing 
sounds of the New Rochelle High 
School symphonic band conducted 
by Marc Cooper, the audience of 
parents, community members, civic 
leaders and music lovers, were hard-
pressed to believe that these were 
high school musicians.  As New 
Rochelle City Council Member 
Barry Fertel stated, “Had you not 
known that you were listening to 
high school students, you would 
have thought you were attending a 
concert by professional singers and 
musicians.” 
   Also that evening, Mr. Donald 
Conetta, Principal of New Rochelle 
High School and member of the 
Board of Directors of the Fund, 
presented the Fund’s annual 
Student Achievement Awards to 
six outstanding members of the 
senior class on the prestigious 
Carnegie Hall stage.  The Arts 
and Culture Award was presented 
to Kara Fleishaker, the David 
A. Garfinkel Citizenship Award 

was given to Kailyn Lemelle-
Thomas and Mallory Torres, the 
Sports    Leadership Award was 
won by Jermaine Dennis and Jillian 
Schonberg, and the Technology 
Award was presented to Benjamin 
Segall.  The accomplishments 
of these six young people as 
described by Mr. Conetta are truly 
inspirational. 
Inspirational was also the feeling 
that many of the student musicians 
had about playing at Carnegie 
Hall.  “It was really amazing,” said 
freshman bass player Jacob Backer.  
“There was just this incredible 
feeling when I looked out from the 
stage at this huge concert hall, the 
most beautiful concert hall I’ve ever 
played in, and thought about all of 
the people who have played on the 
same stage.  That was cool.”   
   In his closing remarks, MC 
Matthew Arkin praised the New 
Rochelle Fund for Educational 
Excellence and the New Rochelle 
school district for their support of 
arts education and encouraged the 
students to continue to develop 
their artistic talents.  He asked the 
students to applaud their parents, 
school officials and community 
leaders in the audience for 
supporting their musical endeavors.  
As with all the applause that 
evening, it was well deserved. 

For additional information 
about the concert, the Student 

Achievement Awards, or the New 
Rochelle Fund for Educational 

Excellence, call Donna Weissman 
at 914-576-4657 or direct email 

to her at
 

DWeissman@newrochelle.k12.
ny.us.  
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Mount Kisco , NY - (May 1, 2007) 
- Lexington Center for Recovery 
(LCR), one of the largest providers 
of alcohol and substance abuse treat-
ment in the Hudson Valley, today 
announced that Kathy O’Loughlin 
has been named Director of Quality 
Assurance. She previously served 
as Director of LCR’s Generations 
program in Yonkers.
   O’Loughlin ensures that LCR 
remains compliant with all state 
and county funding sources. She 
also collaborates with other LCR 
administrators to develop new pro-
gramming for clients in agency’s 
various programs.
   “Kathy’s experience, first as a 
counselor at Generations, and then 
as Director lends itself well to her 
new role as Director of Quality 
Assurance. I am confident that her 
background and skills will enable 
her to develop key programming 
that will continue to meet our cli-
ents’ needs,” said Dr. Adrienne 
Marcus, Executive Director of Lex-
ington Center for Recovery.
   O’Loughlin is a Licensed Mas-

Lexington Center for  
Recovery Names Director 

of Quality Assurance

ter Social Worker and graduated 
from Fordham University in 2003. 
She lives in Cross River with her 
daughter.
   LCR’s administrative headquar-
ters is located at 332 East Main 
Street, Mt. Kisco, NY. Westchester 
County clinics and programs are 
located in Mount Kisco, NY; New 
Rochelle, NY; Yonkers, NY; White 
Plains, NY; and Peekskill, NY. The 
agency’s Dutchess County clinics 
are located in Poughkeepsie and 
Beacon, NY. For additional infor-
mation, call 914.666.0191 or visit 
www.lexingtonctr.org .

off a bright yellow dress. Know 
what hues look best on your skin 
and stick with them. With blues, 
yellows, purples, fuchsia and reds 
being popular this year, you’ll have 
plenty of options to find just the 
right color. 
Keep it appropriate:  A bit 
Hollywood is fine but keep it PG 
13.    There’s no getting around it 
– if it gets too skimpy or low cut, 
it just looks trashy.   Leave the ultra 
low backed dresses to Dancing 
with the Stars, and the super deep 
plunged, navel revealing dresses 
to J-Lo.  And lest we forget Janet 
Jackson….a wardrobe malfunction 
is never fashionable! If you’re at 
risk of one in the fitting room, leave 
it there. Your classmates may get 
an unwanted eye full on the dance 
floor! 
Keep it comfortable:  If getting into 
your dress requires a can of Crisco, 
some yoga moves and the help of 
two friends, ditch it. Likewise, if 
three small children could play hide 
and seek underneath it, leave it on 
the rack. You want to be comfortable 
eating dinner, getting in and out of 
the limo, and most importantly, 
dancing!  Any dress that will have 
you tugging, pulling or taming all 
night is not your friend. Opt for a 
dress that let’s you move with ease. 
Accessorize accordingly:  There 
is such a thing as too much. There 
is also such a thing as too little. 
If you’re wearing a dress heavily 
adorned with beading, sequins and 
jewels, keep it simple with some 
understated earrings and a small 
clutch.   Some light makeup might 
be all that’s needed to finish the 
look. On the flip side, if your dress 
is a little more subdued, spice it up 

with some sparkling accessories.  A 
slightly dramatic eye color and lips 
can elevate a classic dress with few 
embellishments.      
Get some mileage out of your 
shoes: Unfortunately, most prom 
dresses will hang in the back of 
your closet for the rest of time. 
However, the shoes you choose 
actually have a shot at seeing the 
light of day again.  Go for an open 
toe, strappy or bejeweled shoe in 
a metallic gold or silver. Metallics 
are huge this year and can be worn 
again with other dresses or used to 
dress up a pair of jeans and t-shirt. 
(And don’t forget to break them in 
a bit before the big night. Use clear 
cushion inserts to pump up the 
comfort factor.) 
Picking the right dress and 
accessories sets the stage for a 
fabulous night, but keep it in 
perspective.  Prom is really all 
about having a safe and fun time 
with your high school friends before 
moving on to even more exciting 
adventures.   Enjoy your big night! 
   Jenn Michael knows fashion – from 
high couture to the everyday. Years 
of closely working with many of 
the country’s top designers and 
showrooms give her an inside track 
on the fashion trends shaping our 
culture today.    
   But Jenn is much more than a 
storehouse of fashion information.  
She is an energetic, quick witted 
spokesperson who can innovatively 
present the latest in styles before 
audiences of all interests.    And 
as a professional stylist for real-
life solution-oriented television 
programs like NBC’s “Access 
Hollywood,” MTV’s U-Makeover 
and TBS’ “Movie and a Makeover,” 
and a regular stylist at Fashion 
Week, Jenn has an exceptional gift 
for translating designer fashions 
from the runway to reality. 
   Jenn also is the east coast stylist 
for Macerich, owner of nearly 80 
malls across the country.   This 
connection gives her access to 
hundreds of retailers from the most 
specialized merchants to the largest 
department stores.    
   Other experience of hers includes 
serving as wardrobe supervisor 
for NBC’s “Last Call with Carson 
Daly;” wardrobe assistant to HBO’s 
“Sex and the City” and NBC’s “Late 
Night with Conan O’Brien; and a 
stylist for both MTV Network’s 
“Video Music Awards” and New 
York’s Metropolitan Opera. 

Prom Panache 
It All Begins With a Great Dress

from pg. 1

NEW YORK, NY -- In an 
unprecedented legislative effort that 
makes addressing and preventing 
wrongful convictions in New 
York State a top priority, leaders 
in the state legislature joined the 
Innocence Project and New Yorkers 
who have been exonerated through 
DNA evidence to unveil a broad 
package of reforms to enhance the 
state’s criminal justice system.
   The sweeping legislative package 
includes fundamental reforms – 
including access to post-conviction 
DNA testing, preservation of 
evidence that can prove innocence, 
mechanisms for people to prove 
their innocence by using forensic 
databases that can identify true 
perpetrators of crimes, the formation 
of a state Innocence Commission 
and others.  Three of the bills were 
filed today in Albany, joining three 
others that are bolstered by growing 
support as part of the comprehensive 
reform package.
   “There have been 23 DNA 
exonerations in New York State 

Wrongful Convictions Legislation Introduced in New 
York Legislature

 New York has Seen More DNA Exonerations than 47 Other States; 
Key Reforms Will Address and Prevent Wrongful Convictions

– including nine in just the last 16 
months.  Few states have had so 
many exonerations, and none have 
had so many 
in such a short 
span of time.  
This reform 
package, which 
is bold and 
ambitious and 
well-reasoned, 
will use the 
lessons of these 
exonerations to 
fundamentally 
i m p r o v e 
the state’s 
criminal justice 
system,” said 
Barry Scheck, 
Co-Director of 
the Innocence 
Project, which 
is affiliated 
with   Benjamin N. Cardozo School 
of Law at Yeshiva University.
   The package of reforms was 
announced in front of the NYPD 

Pearson Place Warehouse in 
Queens.  Evidence from criminal 
cases throughout New York City 

is housed at 
the sprawling 
P e a r s o n 
Place facility; 
according to 
the Innocence 
P r o j e c t , 
Pearson Place 
has among the 
worst storage 
and retrieval 
systems in 
the nation, 
and evidence 
is routinely 
missing or 
unavailable for 
DNA testing 
after it enters 
the facility.  
Alan Newton, 

who was exonerated through DNA 
testing last year after serving 21 
years in prison for a rape in the 
Bronx that he did not commit, 

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- The 
Children’s Hope Chest held it’s first 
annual “Call to Captains for Hope 
Forum” on April 24th at Coughlan’s 
American Bistro in White Plains.  
The attendees, dedicated women 
who reside in New York and 
Connecticut, were volunteers 
in The Children’s Hope Chest’s 
programs that provide support 
to local children that are facing 
despair.  Participants received an 
insiders’ view of how their generous 
commitment of time and resources 
in the implementation of The 
Children’s Hope Chest’s initiatives 
have made a difference to these 
children in need.  The message was 
both poignant and touching. 
   The speakers included Valerie 
Sprague, President of The Children’s 
Hope Chest, Nancy Ment, President 
of Andrus Children’s Center, Karen 
Lomax, Executive Director of 
My Sisters’ Place, Stacey Kellner 
Rosenberg, Executive Director of 
Friends of Karen, and Elizabeth 
Toledo, Executive Director of the 
Bronx YMCA.  The main premise 
of the Forum was to illustrate how 
The Children’s Hope Chest has 
positioned itself as a liaison for 
hope and how we can further our 
initiatives to help more children 
going forward.  The overriding 
theme of the five speakers focused 
on the urgency and the need of 
these children to have an advocate 
and how The Children’s Hope 
Chest is helping do just that with 
its programs - programs created 

to provide basic necessities for 
children who without these program 
and advocates would have none. 
Valerie Sprague, President of The 
Children’s Hope Chest summarized 
this in her comments, “by providing 
necessities like a backpack with 
school supplies or camp essentials, 
we are in essence giving that child 
back a missing piece of his or her 
childhood and providing a degree 
of normalcy and structure to their 
lives that they are so desperately 
missing”. Nancy Ment, President 
of Andrus Children’s Center added 
to Valerie Sprague’s message and 
told the story of an underprivileged 
child’s family having to choose 
between gas for the car to get to 
their job or school supplies (things 
our children take for granted); 
unfortunately, the child would have 
to go without. But, thankfully The 
Children’s Hope Chest’s Backpack 
Buddy Program provided that full 
backpack to the child. The impact 
on that child’s self-esteem was 
tremendous, allowing him to feel 
more like the other children at 
school and that was priceless. 
   The forum honored the spirit 
and work of the volunteers who 
have supported The Children’s 
Hope Chest, recognized the 
organization’s growth, and set forth 
a call to action.  Action asking those 
already committed to enlist friends, 
neighbors and relatives to join The 
Children’s Hope Chest’s campaigns 
to help even more children and 
further their mission. Jini Sachse, 

spoke at today’s press conference 
– explaining that he could have 
proven his innocence and been 
released from prison 12 years 
earlier if state regulations had been 
in place requiring better systems at 
Pearson Place and facilities like it.
   “Pearson Place is a metaphor 
for what’s wrong with the state’s 
criminal justice system – it relies 
on systems that are outdated by 
decades and don’t use the state’s 
resources to the best potential, and 
it lacks transparency and a sense of 
urgency about getting to the truth in 
these cases.  This reform package 
is a major step toward cleaning up 
both Pearson Place and the state’s 
criminal justice system,” Scheck 
said.  “If these reforms had been in 
place, many of the people we have 
exonerated in New York would not 
have been wrongfully convicted or 
would have been able to prove their 
innocence much sooner.”

Barry Scheck, surrounded by leaders 
in the state legislature

Call to Captains for Hope Forum

The Children’s Hope Chest’s Board 
Member, has been involved with the 
organization since it inception and 
told of the gratifying experience The 
Children’s Hope Chest has provided 
for herself and her children.  “My 
children have seen first hand how 
fulfilling it is too reach out and 
help someone less fortunate; I 
hope that I am setting an example 
of how they will live their lives as 
adults.” Valerie Sprague added we 
will know that we have succeeded 
20 years from now when our 
children say, “I can do something 
to help others because that is what 
my mother did.”  Stacy Rosenberg, 
Executive Director of Friends of 

Karen said, “By fostering the idea 
of children helping other children, 
we are raising the next generation of 
philanthropists.”  At the conclusion 
of the Forum, the attendees were 
thanked for “holding out their hand, 
opening their heart and offering 
hope.” 

The Children’s Hope Chest is a 
non-profit organization dedicated 
to helping children and families 

in need or crisis in our immediate 
area. Learn more at the 

www.childrenshopechest.com 
Web site

Rosemary Cordasco, and Mary-Fallon Cysner, Both Board Members 
of  The Children’s Hope Chest, Terry Mendrala, Advisory Committee 

Member of The Children’s Hope Chest

SCARSDALE, NY -- The right 
lane of the Bronx River Parkway 
southbound between River Road 
and Greenacres Avenue in Scarsdale 

Bronx River Parkway 
Southbound Lane Closed 

Through May 29
was closed for repair from May 8, 
and will remain closed until May 
29.
This closure is necessary for bridge 
rehabilitation work.  
   Delays are expected during 
weekday rush hours and motorists 
are advised to seek alternate routes. 
For additional traffic information 
on this project, contact Westchester 
County Department of Public Works 
at 914-995-2555.

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- Motorists 
driving on the Bronx River Parkway 
will soon find it easier to read the 
signs, thanks to a county project to 
replace older guide signs using new 
and improved lettering.  The first 
new sign will be installed today on 
the northbound parkway near the 
Kensico Circle in Valhalla.
   The signs will improve word 
pattern legibility, destination 
recognition and will make it easier 
to see words displayed on highly 
reflective sign materials.  The size 
of the signs will remain the same.  
   A research study by the Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA) 
recommended a 20 percent increase 
in the letter height of highway 
signs in order to accommodate the 
viewing distance and reaction time  
requirements of older drivers.  As 
a result of the county’s request to 
use the new lettering, the FHWA 
approved the use of this application 
by all jurisdictions in New York 
State.
   The county’s department of Public 

New Lettering on Bronx 
River Parkway Signs

Works, Traffic Engineering section 
is overseeing this sign replacement 
project, which includes replacing 
nearly 1,000 regulatory, warning 
and guide signs on the Bronx River 
Parkway from the New York City 
line to Kensico Circle in Valhalla. 
This project is scheduled for 
completion in September.
   The Bronx River Parkway, portions 
of which are listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places, is the 
first roadway in the state to undergo 
a complete sign changeover.
Future plans include another 
replacement project for 
approximately 2,000 older signs 
on the entire 160-mile county road 
system.  Phase I of this project will 
cover 90 miles and is scheduled to 
begin in July.  

For further information on these 
projects, contact the County 
Department of Public Works, 
Traffic Engineering section at  

914-995-2555.
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