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Your World, Our Beat; Now You Know!™

ALBANY, NY -- New York State 
Assemblyman George Latimer 
(D-Westchester, 91st A.D.) has co-
authored a bill with State Senator 
John DeFrancisco (R-Syracuse) that 
would clip the wings of drunken 
aviators - by raising standards 
and penalties for those operating 
an aircraft “FWI” (Flying while 
intoxicated). In recent years, there 
have been incidents of commercial 
pilots attempting to take off while 
under the influence of alcohol 
or drugs; the FAA has reviewed 
the status of state laws regarding 
penalties for such pilots, and 
found New York’s laws among the 
nation’s weakest. The DeFrancisco/
Latimer leghislation would apply 

Assemblyman Latimer: 
Clip Wings of Drunken Pilots

some of the principles used in DWI 
penalties - also in effect for boaters 
and snowmobilers - to aircraft 
operators.
   The full provisions of the bill may 
be found on-line at www.assembly.
state.ny.us - quick bill search A.7633. 
   “The potential damage and 
loss of life that may result from 
intoxicated operation of an aircraft 
is staggering” said Assemblyman 
Latimer. “We intend for punishment 
to be strict enough to discourage 
thoughtless, reckless behavior in 
advance.” The bill would go into 
effect November 1st of this year, if 
it passes the Senate, the Assembly 
and is signed by the Governor.

Miracle League Opens 
2nd Season of Baseball

HARTSDALE, NY -- With coop-
eration from the weather, the ef-
forts of many and ten newly formed 
baseball teams, the Miracle League 
opened it’s second season of base-
ball with a parade, Sparky the Fire 
dog, county legislators and many 
eager and excited baseball players.
   Throwing out the ceremonial 
first pitch  was shared by former 
pitcher and honorary chairman, 
Ralph “The Shot Heard Around the 

World” Branca and County Legis-
lator Bill Ryan (both pictured be-
low). As the crowd cheered them 
all on, the players, accompanied by 
a “Buddy”, went to their respective 
positions on the field.
   “This field was made possible by 
the efforts of many people and the 
kids really love it,” said Evan La-
tainer, Director of the Westchester 
County  Office for the Disabled.

By Barbara Barton Sloane 
   
   There is no where else on earth 
even remotely like this area.  Its 
enchantment is almost impossible to 
put into words.  Edward Abby, one 
of the most famous voices of the 
Western deserts, spoke of the “huge 
vibration of light and stillness and 
solitude.”  Welcome to Flagstaff, 
Arizona.   
Route 66 Runs Through It
   Flagstaff, at an elevation of 7,000 
feet, is a city of 60,000.  It nestles in 
the cool pines of Northern Arizona, 
2 ½ hours from Phoenix, and just 80 
miles south of the Grand Canyon.  
The rather quirky name – Flagstaff 
- comes from a group of settlers 
who, in 1876, selected a site at the 
foot of the San Francisco peaks.  
They chose a tall pine, removed 
its branches and in observance of 
the 4th of July, attached a flag to 
the top.  Over time, the flagpole 
remained and became a landmark 
for travelers.  The name Flagstaff 
became prominently used from that 
time on. 
   There’s lots to do in Flagstaff, 
and summer has some very special 
offerings:
   How about a ranger-guided 

Western Wonderland

MOUNT VERNON, NY -- When 
you’re over 40 in Westchester 
County, club hopping is no longer 
an option and going to the movies 
often means making a Blockbuster 
run due to a lack of entertainment 
choices. June 14th 2007 from 6:00pm 
– 10:00pm that all changes when 
Century 21/Try-Us Realty sponsor 
“An Intimate and Elegant Evening 
with Ray, Goodman & Brown  a.k.a. 
‘The Moments’ at the Luxurious, 
Samba Na’ Brasa (Brazilian 
BBQ Steak House) Restaurant, 
42 W. Broad Street, Fleetwood, 
Mount Vernon NY 10552.  
   Ray, Goodman & Brown’s classic, 
old school hits such as “Love on a 
Two Way Street” and “Special 
Lady” are sure to strike a chord with 
sophisticated audiences. Together 
for more than 35 years, the group 
is known for their seductive ballads 
with rich harmonies.  A string of hits 
in the 70s and 80s cemented their 

New Hot Spot for the  
Over-40 Crowd  

Ray, Goodman & Brown  a.k.a. “The 
Moments” Gets Intimate at Samba Na’ Brasa  

status as one of the more enduring 
R&B groups.  They consistently 
deliver a crowd-pleasing stage show.  
   “We wanted to provide a Supper 
Club & VIP atmosphere for the 
more discerning crowd who can 
appreciate fine food and first class 
entertainment from the 1970’s and 
1980’s because there’s not a lot of 
entertainment options if you’re over 
40 in this area,” says Darryl Walker, 
president of SDJ Entertainment 
Inc., producer of the event.  
   Samba Na’ Brasa offers an 
upscale setting with an authentic 
Brazilian buffet.  Tickets are 
$75.00 and it includes the dinner 
and show, there will be no separate 
show-only tickets. Celebrity 
Photographer Ronnie Wright will 
be on hand to take pictures of guests 
with Ray, Goodman & Brown.    
   Tickets go on sale May 10th at 
Samba Na’ Brasa Restaurant, 914-
668-1112. 

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- First-year 
college student and Jandon scholar 
Tim Chogovadze is so happy with 

Westchester County and Jandon 
Foundation Award Scholarships  

Students from 12 High Schools Awarded Scholarships 

his college experience that he wants 
to address the new group of students 
receiving scholarships this year.  He 

got a chance to pass on his personal 
perspective Tuesday, May 8, when 

By Richard Sweeney
   I’m interested in running for Judge 
because I know that justice is served 
and the law is properly applied 
when every person gets a full and 
fair opportunity to be heard.   
   My life experience has taught me 
that getting a fair opportunity is the 
key to achievement and success.  
   My professional experience as a 

My Name 
is Richard 
Sweeney

I am a Candidate for 
Yonkers City Court 

Judge

see My Name is Richard Pg. 6

Y O N K E R S , 
NY -- Jerilynne 
F i e r s t e i n , 
Yonkers Public 
Schools Director 
of Public 
I n f o r m a t i o n , 
Gifted and 
The Arts, was 
honored by 
the Rotary 
Club of East 
Yonkers with 
its Leadership 
in Education 
Award for her 
d i s t i ngu i shed 
commitment to quality education 
and community service. As a 
champion of both ideals throughout 
her 36 years of service to the 
district, Mrs. Fierstein personifies 
the definition of a master educator.

Jerilynne Fierstein 
Honored with Leadership 

in Education Award  
Veteran Educator is the District’s 

Administrator of the Year
   Jeri Fierstein 
caught the 
“education” bug 
early, inspired 
by teachers who 
fostered her 
love of learning 
and her passion 
for the Arts.  
She pursued 
her interests 
at American 
University in 
Wa s h i n g t o n , 
D.C. graduating 
with a Bachelor 
of Arts Degree 

in Art Education in 1971.  In 1983, 
she earned a Master of Science 
in Educational Administration 
and Supervision graduating with 
distinction from Pace University. 

RHINEBECK, NY -- The 
Antique Motorcycle Club 
of America (AMCA) has 
chosen Rhinebeck, NY, 
as the site for their next 
National Meet. Home to 
the famous Rhinebeck 
Aerodrome, the Antiques 
Show, and the Dutchess 
County Fair, the town 
will host the prestigious 
weekend on June 8-10, 
2007. 
   The National Meet is 
the highlight of the year for antique 
motorcycle enthusiasts and will 
showcase American bikes such as 
Harley-Davidsons, Indians, Popes, 
Hendersons as well as foreign 
machines such as Triumphs, 
Nortons, BMWs and Victorias. The 
National Meet is being organized by 

National Meet of Antique Motorcycles

a coalition headed by the Hudson 
Valley Chapter of the AMCA. 
   The host in Rhinebeck will be 
The Century Museum Village 
and  Collector’s Associating, Inc. 
Alongside the classic machines, 
specialized vendors will offer 
motorcycles and parts that are 35 

years old and older. 
The event is expected 
to    bring out not only 
motorcycle enthusiast, 
but also people who are 
interested in history and 
art. 
“These machines are 
examples of the greatest 
craftsmanship of the 
20th century,” said 
admirer Daniel Rosen. 
“The Guggenhiem 
Museum had its famous 

exhibit in Manhattan a few years 
back, but in Rhinebeck you will see 
the blue smoke and hear the putt-
putt of an engine built at the time of 
the Wright Brothers.” 
For more information on the 
National Meet, call Tim Cantelli 
can be reached at (518) 828-2768. 
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New York Civic

Like Klockwork

By Henry J. Stern
  
   The report of the Berger 
Commission on the closing of 
hospitals has come under fire in the 
state legislature.   Enthusiastically 
supported by Governor Spitzer, the 
Commission’s recommendations 
have, inevitably been criticized by 
individuals, unions and hospitals 
who would be adversely affected. 
   It is generally believed that New 
York State’s system of delivering 
health care is both expensive and 
inefficient.  Individual hospitals have 
grown larger over the years, adding 
wings and pavilions named for their 
donors, and using their political 
influence to secure state funding for 
expansion and construction.  Some 
parts of the state are oversupplied 
with hospital beds,, in other areas 
the available beds are insufficient 
or in the wrong type of facility. 
   It was the charge of the commission, 
established by the legislature in the 
Spring of 2005, to modernize and 
rationalize New York State’s health 
care delivery system by relating 
it to actual medical needs of the 
population, rather than the almost 
random growth which has taken 
place over the years. Another goal 
was the reduction of overlapping 
and costly services and edifices.  
The task had to be accomplished 
with no significant loss in the 
health care services available to 
the public; it was no one’s intent 
to deny access to health care.  
   The report was generally 
well received on its arrival on 
November 28, 2006, three weeks 
after Election Day..  It was clearly 
too late to take action that year, 
so the thorny issue went over to 

Trimming Fat, Ruffling Feathers
Reduction of Waste in the Hospital Industry Will be Resisted Fiercely by Local Beneficiaries and Legislative Allies

the Spitzer administration and its 
health advisers.   Wednesday, the 
governor met with the legislative 
leaders, and at that time encountered 
considerable reluctance to take any 
action that would adversely affect 
anyone or anything.  The session 
was reported on by Nicholas 
Confessore on the top of B1 of 
the Times, TOP LEGISLATORS 
ASK SPITZER TO RETHINK 
HOSPITAL PLAN, The governor 
and leading lawmakers disagree on 
priorities; and by Jacob Gershman 
as the lead story in the Sun: 
REVOLT BREWS IN ALBANY 
ON HOSPITALS; Spitzer 
Insists He Won’t Back Down. 
   You have hard of Nimby (not in my 
backyard), a symbol of community 
resistance to any new construction.   
We have also mentioned Banana 
(build absolutely nothing anywhere 
near anybody).  The objection to 
closing any facility, no matter how 
ancient, inefficient or lightly used 
it may be, or how unnecessary 
it is because of the proximity of 
newer and better facilities is a 
brand of nihilistic rejectionism 
which deserves its own acronym.   
Someday it will have one; you are 
invited to send in your suggestion.                                                                                 
   It is not generally known, 
however, that the labor cost of 
operating a state hospital is 30 per 
cent higher than operating a non-
profit hospital whose employees 
are members of Local 1199 of the 
Service Employees International 
Union..  State hospital employees 
are members of other unions, and 
they enjoy all the privileges and 
perquisites of public employees: 
secure pensions, vacations, 
seniority, and a host of civil service 

regulations that protect them for 
rigorous supervision.  They do the 
same work as employees in other 
hospitals, but the cost of their 
labor is substantially higher.  As 
one might expect, the unions 
representing these employees are 
among the most vigorous opponents 
of reform or consolidation.  
   It is not generally known either 
that the average length of a 
hospital stay in the United States 
is 4.6 days.  In New York State, the 
average length of a hospital stay 
is 6.2 days, a difference of about 
35 per cent.   The length of New 
York State hospital stays varies 
by region, the shortest (5.5 days) 
being in upstate’s central region, 
which includes Syracuse.  The 
bed reductions proposed by the 
Berger Commission would deal 
with existing excess capacity; it 
would not result in the shortening 
of necessary hospital stays.  
   The Berger Commission was 
created in the spring of 2005 
by the legislature in connection 
with adopting the state budget.  
It issued its report in December 
2006.   The intention in creating 
the commission was to take politics 

out of hospital closing issues, 
similar to the Federal government’s 
creation of a commission to close 
military bases in the United States 
which were deemed unnecessary to 
national defense.   The base closing 
decisions stood unless specifically 
over-ruled by Congress, which was 
a rarity.  If every congressman’s 
wishes had been heeded, it would 
have been impossible to close any 
bases at all, since each facility, 
no matter how superfluous to the 
mission of protecting the United 
States from attack, has a network 
of employees, suppliers, pizzerias 
and other possibly less innocuous 
establishments across the street. 
   Everything, regardless of its utility, 
is a micro-economic cluster.   In 
order to solve the major problem of 
health care costs that are among the 
highest in the nation, the delivery 
system must be straightened 
out.   This will take a long time, 
and the Berger commission 
recommendations are just the start.   
For Albany to be unable to take 
this initial step would indicate a 
level of paralysis that goes beyond 
what has previously been believed. 
   This is a conflict between the 
users and providers of health care.  
The problem  is that the providers 
are organized and the users are not.    
It would be far more efficient and 
productive to provide preventive 
care in clinics and group practices.  
Hospitals are extremely expensive, 
even when run properly.  They 
are also breeding places for 
staphylococcus infections and other 
iatrogenic illnesses that kill hundreds 
of thousands of people each year.  
That is one reason shorter stays are 
better than longer stays, and if your 

condition can be treated outside 
a hospital, so much the better.  
   The issues presented by the Berger 
report are typical of many others 
before the state legislature.  There 
is frequently a conflict between 
different groups, in this case a large, 
amorphous group of citizens who 
fall ill, and require hospital care, 
and a smaller, but better organized 
and consequently more influential 
group of employees, unions  and 
contractors who benefit from 
expenditures on bricks and mortar, 
and revenues from insurance, 
medicare and medicaid payments. 
  The state, through its newly-
elected governor, is attempting 
to change existing practices on 
behalf of the people, but there 
are other elected officials whose 
constituencies are narrower, and 
whose primary concerns are their 
own re-election and the preservation 
of the gerrymandered districts 
which enable their continuance in 
office until death or the prosecutor 
do them part.   These officials are 
content to defer to the loudest 
voices, regardless of the merits of 
an issue.   We can hope that in this 
difficult situation, truth and justice 
will prevail.  But with the prevailing 
cast of characters, unashamed by 
scandal and unmoved by reason, the 
closing of even the most expensive 
and redundant facilities will be a 
long slog.

Mr. Stern is president of New York 
Civic (www.NYCivic.org) and a 

blogger on public issues. 
He was New York City’s Parks 
Commissioner for fifteen years 

under Mayors Koch and Giuliani.

By Joe Klock, Sr.
 
   If you’re in search of an attractive 
pay scale, full appreciation 
of your efforts and a carefree 
retirement somewhere down the 
line, waste not another moment 
reading what follows, although 
tens of millions of Americans 
will confirm that all of it is true. 
   Also, don’t bother if you’re 
among the nearly half of adult 
humanity who shave above the 
neck and occasionally neglect to 
lower the toilet seat. This isn’t 
about you, you don’t qualify for the 
job and neither do you yearn deeply 
to take it over from womb to tomb. 
   By the time this column displaces 
white spaces in the enlightened 
publications that carry it, another 
Mother’s Day will have faded 
into the archival mist, not again 
to be formally solemnized until 
the second Sunday of May, 2008. 
   On this annual occasion, countless 
greeting cards, containing boundless 
eruptions of schmaltz will again be 
sent by beholden begats to their 
begetters and/or surrogate Moms, 
expressing love and/or gratitude and/
or admiration and/or recognition. 
   All of these sentiments are well-
intended, although not always free 
of the faint aroma of guilt exorcism. 
   Be that as it may, it is a one-day 
payday for the most remarkable, 
embraceable and irreplaceable of 
all creatures this side of heaven. 
   You might argue, metaphorically, 
that it takes two to tango in the 
reproductive dance, but before the 
music can start, there must be the 
nurturing tabernacle called Mother - 
and there ain’t but one for each of us. 
   Sure, there is an “almost” form 
of motherhood in the personae of 
those who jump in when needed and 

Looking for a Great Job with Lifetime Tenure?

serve for either short or extended 
periods of time, and a special 
blessing rests on their heads; but 
none of them can fully experience 
the same miracle, reap the same 
rewards and carry the same burdens 
as that one-and-only iconic figure.  
   I stand in unrestrained awe of 
the wonderful women who make 
humanity - as well as inhumanity 
- possible, while I simultaneously 
suffer nary a twinge of indignation 
at having been biologically 
barred from that experience. 
   Frankly, the mere contemplation 
of such a commitment would 
be enough to scare the pants 
onto me forever. (Sorry about 
that - I just couldn’t resist.) 
   A mother, it seems to me, 
is more than merely human 
and more than just female - 
although, technically, she is both. 
   Uniquely, she is equipped to 
give life, birth, nourishment, 
understanding, guidance, loyalty, 
sympathy, warmth, courage 
and helping hands to an extent 
beyond the capability of all others. 
   No others can fully experience 
the highs, lows, joys, sorrows, 
hopes and disappointments - not 

to mention morning sickness 
and other pre-natal afflictions. 
   No others are as certain to be 
peed on, pooped on, puked on 
and, during the terrible teen years, 
demonized than the Moms who are 
far more likely to be awakened by a 
whimpering child than the partners 
in procreation who snooze beside 
them in blissful unawareness. 
   No others are destined to feel 
such excruciating heartaches, such 
powerful tsunamis of pure love, or 
such heights of satisfaction from 
serving the needs of loved ones. 
   No others are so gifted with the 
ability to remember birthdays, 
spend sleepless nights with a sick 
child, listen to kidtalk, multi-task 
duties both within and outside 
the household, referee sibling 
civil wars, kiss boo-boos, enjoy 
peanut butter kisses, weep with 
happiness, surrender almost all 
semblances of privacy and, as 
often as not, simultaneously 
see to the wants and well being 
of the household father figure. 
   Motherhood, like no otherhood, 
is a life sentence without parole, 
spanning as many generations 
as its inmates are afforded. 

When the fledglings have flown, 
mothers remain attentive to their 
needs and ever willing to lend 
a helping hand or warm wing. 
   That sentence is not without 
perks known only to Moms 
and largely unrecognized 
even on their once-a-year day.  
   We could do better than that 
“Queen For A Day” ritual, and so 
we should, because the most glaring 
imperfection of Mothers is that 
they don’t last forever, unlike the 
myriad needs that only they can fill. 
   If yours is still around, make 
it a point to give her a quick 
call, a big hug, or a surprise 
visit every chance you get. 
   If she isn’t, just thank every Mom 
you know for doing often-thankless 
chores, without which our lives and 
the world around us would be - or 
would have been - infinitely poorer. 
   I am grateful to (but not envious 
of) all those “grandes dames” who 
hold the job.
 
Freelance wordworker Joe Klock, 

Sr. (joeklock@aol.com) is a 
winter Floridian who summers 
in New Hampshire. More of his 

“Klockwork,” is at
 www.joeklock.com.

NEW ROCHELLE, NY – Tune in 
On the Level with Hezi this Tues-
day, May 22, between 10:05 am 
and 11:00 am, to hear and become 
part of a discussion on immigra-
tion concerns. The legal challenge 
that confronted the Village of Ma-
maroneck, and similar challenges 
confronting Port Chester, Brewster, 
and Yonkers will be visited by a 
panel of concerned people. Among 
the panelists will be Westchester 

Illegal Aliens; Day Workers
County Board Legislator Majority 
Whip Jose Alvarado, NYS Assem-
blyman Greg Ball, Putnam County 
Legislator candidate Rick Montes, 
among others.
Call us live at 914-636-0110. You 
will be able to hear the entire pro-
gram during that time upon which 
you are on hold. There is a time de-
lay of seven seconds on both radio 
and computer systems. Listen live 
at www.WVOX.com.
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Ready,
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highest calling when it 

resembles a platform, a 

forum for the expression 

of many different 

viewpoints …” 
-A.J. Parkinson 
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By Jason Gooljar
   Looking back to the past for an 
outlook on the future should be 
done more often and taken more 
seriously. For if it was, we would 
not be in Iraq like the British before 
us almost forty years ago. History 
has an odd way of repeating itself 
or should I say mankind has an odd 
tendency to ignore history.
   Enter Socrates and the classic 
dialogues he had with Thrasymachus 
and Glaucon in Plato’s Republic 
written in the fourth century B.C. 
This great work brings to light 
the concept of the philosopher-
king like that of Marcus Aurelius. 
Which, in my opinion would make 
the state of Pax Americana much 
better than it is now if we had a 
philosopher-president. Throughout 
the beginning of this book notably 
book one; what I found fascinating 
was how this creation of the idea of 
the state was started by a debate on 
the definitions of what was justice 
and injustice. This debate finally led 
to creating the state where justice 
and injustice could be more clearly 
defined. It was Thrasymachus who 
thought that justice was the interest 
of the stronger. He said that justice 
was to benefit friends and harm 
enemies. Thrasymachus believed 
that the life of the unjust to be more 
advantageous than the just because 
the unjust looked out for their own 
interests. Socrates disagreed, and it 
led to a little rough sailing between 
the two in this discourse.
   Thrasymachus actually grouped 
injustice with wisdom and virtue. 
Simply because lawlessness had 
some gains. If you were a robber 
and you took something from 
someone else, you gained such 
was his reasoning. Socrates after 
listening posed the question: would 
the just man seek to gain advantage 
like that of the unjust over the just? 
The answer obviously is if he is a 
just man he would not. He goes on 
to make the inference that happiness 
and not misery is profitable.
   Another fascinating piece from 
this dialogue has to do with the 

Plato’s Republic a Look Forward
suggestion that the physician and 
the pilot as being unjust for making 
money, but to Thrasymachus this 
act makes them just because they do 
this out of self-interest just like the 
robber or thief would. It is then left 
to Socrates to make the argument 
that these professions are practiced 
for the overall good of the people 
and therefore makes it a just and 
virtuous cause. Socrates asks: is the 
physician a healer of the sick or a 
maker of money? The answer that 
follows is that the physician is indeed 
a healer of the sick like the pilot is 
the captain of sailors. It seems that 
every art like that of the physician 
and pilot has an interest. Even the 
act of monetary compensation onto 
these professions is considered the 
art of pay.
   Eventually it looks that Socrates 
gets the best of Thrasymachus in 
this conversation. Then it is on to 
the discussion of how justice plays 
out in the state. Basically in this 
environment anything done to hurt 
the interests of the state is defined 
to be unjust. In this state you will 
come to find progressiveness in 
some practices and regressive acts 
in others.
   The state to be created was to have 
different classes that all functioned 
together to make a state. You had 
laborers, husbandmen, artisans and 
guardians. Man and woman were 
meant to breed in a manner where 
the best class could be produced 
and the weak would be hidden 
and secluded almost in a Spartan 
way. However, Socrates believed 
in allowing women to practice and 
learn things just like men in order 
to make the state grow strong. He 
felt that a guardian should seek the 
same traits in his mate. Throughout 
the dialogues it is decided that the 
guardians of the state were not to 
be bogged down with materialistic 
needs. They were the protectors of 
the state and virtuous. They were to 
learn the ways of war, at a young 
age and also dabble in arithmetic 
and philosophy. Eventually they 
would be molded to be the eventual 

leaders of the 
state.
   “And the soul 
is like the eye: 
when resting 
upon that on 
which truth and 
being shine, the 
soul perceives 
and understands, 
and is radiant 
with intelligence; 
but when 
turned toward 
the twilight of 
becoming and 
perishing, then 
she has opinion only, and goes 
blinking about, and is first of one 
opinion and then of another, and 
seems to have no intelligence?”
   The above quote coming from 
Socrates shows that he put the love 
of philosophy; the search for truth 
and wisdom above all else in his 
state. Those who followed the path 
to seek the truth and knowledge 
were to be the leaders in this state. 
He would go on to differentiate 
between two forms of knowledge. 
Socrates realized that not everyone 
would be fit or interested in the 
path of philosophy and thus deny 
themselves the road to philosopher-
king. There were those that instead 
sought out music and the love 
of learning that art and Socrates 
differentiated that from philosophy 
and wisdom.
   “You must contrive for your 
future rulers another and a better 
life than that of a ruler, and then you 
may have a well-ordered State; for 
only in the State which offer this, 
will they rule who are truly rich, 
not in silver and gold, but in virtue 
and wisdom, which are the true 
blessings of life.”
   That quote reinforces that wisdom 
was the key to governing the state. 
Something else that Socrates 
believed in, which many politicians 
do not follow to this day is the belief 
that one should look down upon the 
life of political ambition.
   “And those who govern ought not 

to be lovers of 
the task? For, if 
they are, there 
will be rival 
lovers, and they 
will fight.”
   We continue 
to see struggles 
and fights over 
elected office to 
this day. Only 
in recent history 
have I heard of 
a president that 
actually saw his 
role as more of 
duty than one of 

enjoyment. That was Ronald Reagan 
and while I was young during his 
presidency and do not agree with 
his ideology as I read it now, I must 
say I find his belief in duty rather 
than ambition interesting.
   The dialogue continues on to 
speak of how different forms of 
government are brought about from 
timocracy all the way to democracy. 
I did find a quote which I must 
bring to attention, this was Socrates 
speaking of oligarchy and it is as 
follows;
   “Consider the nature of the 
qualification, just think what would 
happen if pilots were to be chosen 
according to their property, and a 
poor man were refused permission 
to steer, even though he were a 
better pilot?”
   Socrates would then receive the 
answer from Glaucon that they 
would most certainly become 
shipwreck. So too would be the 
outcome of government if the 
unqualified were made to rule 
equated Socrates.
   In an oligarchy the rulers are 
aware that their power rests upon 
their wealth. They will refuse to 
stop the spendthrift because they 
gain by their downfall. They take 
interest from them and buy up their 
land. Can a parallel be drawn of this 
today?
   In an oligarchic state many good 
people are reduced to poverty. But 
they will still remain in the state, 

poor and eager for revolution. This 
is a threat to the wealthy rulers, 
but do they even see it? There is 
a great divide in wealth, it goes 
from the extremely wealthy to the 
dangerously poor, and again I will 
ask if not similar circumstances 
appear worldwide today?
   In my opinion the overall well 
being of the citizens of a state is 
essential and even Thomas Hobbes 
in Leviathan speaks of the same 
thing. The only difference is he 
spoke of it in a kingdom where 
the subjects must be taken care of 
otherwise a king does not truly have 
power.
   From the king I will speak of the 
protector, which is not a king but a 
leader and champion of the people. 
He is brought into power by the 
people to advance a cause. They set 
the protector over them and bring 
him into greatness. The question 
that then arises from the dialogue 
is: how does a protector begin to 
change into a tyrant?
   The protector is of the people; he 
has a multitude at his beckoning. He 
is able to execute violent acts on his 
people through false accusations. 
He may also banish others as well. 
He does this all the while promising 
the abolition of debt and partitioning 
of land. I view this simply as, you 
promise the majority good deeds 
and then this allows you to carry 
out a selfish or tyrannical agenda. I 
feel that fear may also be used as 
a substitute to good deeds in this 
situation. Throughout our modern 
history are there not similar leaders 
who have done this in some shape 
or form?
   There is also danger in having an 
uneducated citizenry. Which leaves 
them for a ruler to exploit. Socrates 
speaks of this as the people being 
hidden from the truth for they seek 
pleasure and sensuality.
   “Those, then, who know not 
wisdom and virtue, and are always 
busy with gluttony and sensuality, 
go down and up again as far as the 
mean; and in this region they move 
at random throughout life, but they 

never pass into the upper world.”
   Not only do they never pass into 
the upper world most do not even 
know of its existence.
   “Like cattle, with their eyes always 
looking down and their heads 
stooping to the earth, that is, to the 
dining-table, they fatten and feed 
and breed, and, in their excessive 
love of these delights, they kick 
and butt at one another with horns 
and hoofs which are made of iron; 
and they kill one another by reason 
of their insatiable lust. For they fill 
themselves with that which is not 
substantial.”
   How many of us are living day to 
day immersed in our pleasures not 
turning the eye of our soul to the 
truth letting it shine? Have not our 
hooves made of iron, now turned 
to ones made of lead, atoms and 
chemicals? It is for this reason that 
I believe the electorate is usually 
fooled and good men and women 
and tyrants alike know this truth.
   In closing, in some ways I find 
Socrates to be rather liberal and 
in other ways I found him to be 
regressive. I certainly do not 
agree with everything from these 
dialogues. Though I will say that 
this book written so very long 
go amazes me with the truth and 
knowledge that is of use to those of 
us who wish to see the truth. While 
mankind has advanced, there are 
things that still remain the same. 
Often we do not realize that history 
is repeating itself until it is too late. 
Lastly, society will only be saved 
and governed by those who wish 
to travel to the upper world and see 
the truth unmasked. Those that wish 
to control realize that by filling our 
minds with foolish media is the way 
to keep us from seeking wisdom.

Visit Jason Gooljar, at
http://www.jasongooljar.com 
the progressive liberal on a 

crusade!online.

By Bob Weir
   In the movie, “Wall Street,“ a 
veteran stock trader is giving advice 
to Bud Fox, the young man who 
has learned from Gordon Gecko 
how to abandon his value system. 
“The main thing about money, Bud, 
is that it makes you do things you 
don’t want to do.” I feel similarly 
as I watch a presidential campaign 
unfold. Candidates for the highest 
office are doing and saying things 
that may be against their principles, 
yet necessary if they expect to have 
a chance to be elected. When Mitt 
Romney wanted to be governor of 
Massachusetts, a liberal state, he 
was for abortion. Now, in his quest 
to be president he’s figured out that 
a pro-abortion position won’t garner 

Buying Power and People
enough votes in the GOP heartland, 
so he’s become pro-life. Rudy 
Giuliani was pro-choice in liberal 
New York City, but now feels it 
“would be okay” if Roe vs. Wade 
were overturned. John McCain, who 
has been aggressively reaching out 
to the conservative base of his party 
to secure the nomination, was one 
of only two Republicans who voted 
against President Bush’s $1.35 
trillion across-the-board tax cuts in 
2001. He also opposed accelerating 
the tax cuts in 2003, but changed his 
mind last year and voted to extend 
the tax cuts, including those on 
stock dividends and capital gains. 
   What’s the common denominator 
in these flip-flops? Obviously it’s 
because they decided to make the 

leap from state elections to the 
national stage. On the Democrats 
side, we have the frontrunners, 
Clinton, Obama and Edwards, each 
trying to outdo the other in bashing 
Bush and setting a timetable to get 
out of Iraq. Clinton and Edwards 
spend most of their time telling us 

that their yes vote on Iraq in 2002 
was because they were lied to 
about weapons of mass destruction. 
Meanwhile, Obama says he was 
against it before he was a senator 
and would have voted that way if 
he had the chance. Every other 
Democrat in the race is trying to be 
even more strident in his opposition 
and his condemnation of those who 
voted for it. One can only imagine 
what they’d say if the terrorist 
network was suddenly destroyed 
and Iraq went on to establish a stable 
government. Such an outcome 
would mean that the president was 
on the right track all along and that 
America had won the war against 
those who attacked us on 9/11. 
Such a set of circumstances would 
be curtains for any Democrat trying 
to recapture the White House. 
   Hence, they have decided to 

throw every obstacle imaginable in 
the path of victory. Clinton, Senate 
Majority Leader Harry Reid and 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi must go to 
bed every night with a prayer that 
the Iraq War will not end favorably 
for Iraq and the American people. 
For, if it does, they will no longer 
have a platform to expand their 
personal power in this government. 
Sadly, this is what we put up with 
every day in this country; people 
who want so badly to experience 
power that they’re willing to 
eviscerate their lifelong principles 
(that’s assuming they have any) in 
order to obtain it. There is no sense 
of fairness; no sense of decency; no 
sense of what’s best for America 
and no respect for the intelligence 
of the voters. We only need to look 
at the quest for campaign cash to 
understand the mercenary nature 
of politics. Money trumps morality 
because, with enough cash, the ad 
agencies can make Lucifer look like 
a lamb. When super wealthy Jon 
Corzine wanted a US Senate seat 
from New Jersey he simply wrote 
out a check for $60 million and 
bought it. With that kind of money 
being used to make a saint out of 
the stockbroker, his better known, 
more experienced, yet less well-
healed opponents couldn’t get their 

halos to shine as brightly. Thus, a 
man who had not paid his dues over 
the years was able to win by paying 
a lump sum up front. 
   Billionaire, Michael Bloomberg, 
who spent that much to win election 
as mayor of New York, spent 
even more ($68 million) to win 
reelection. Lately, he has flirted with 
the idea of running for president 
and said he’d be willing to spend 
$500 million to win. There are 
those who say it’s their own money 
and they’re entitled to spend it any 
way they want. I disagree! Buying 
a $50 million dollar mansion or a 
million dollar Rolls Royce is one 
thing; buying power over the lives 
of millions of people is merely a 
modern version of slavery. In this 
scenario, the super wealthy are the 
plantation owners and the rest of us 
are bought and paid for. 
 

Bob Weir is an accomplished 
writer having penned seven novels: 

“Murder in Black and White,” 
“City To Die For,” “Powers That 
Be,” “Ruthie’s Kids,” “Deadly To 
Love,” “Short Stories of Life and 
Death” and “Out of Sight.” Bob 

Weir is a contributing columnist to 
Yonkers Tribune and Westchester 

Times Tribune. . 
BobWeir777@aol.com.



   Klein’s report shows that sub-
prime foreclosure rates in Nassau-
Suffolk County (22 percent) and 
the New York 
City-White Plains 
area (21.7 percent) 
would place both 
m e t r o p o l i t a n 
areas among the 
top 20 cities in 
the United States.  
   But, Klein said, 
this is not just a 
downstate problem, 
with double-digit 
foreclosure rates 
in cities and areas 
like Ithaca (17.8 percent), Buffalo-
Niagara Falls (15.6 percent) and 
the Capital Region (17.4 percent).  
  
   “This is a statewide and nationwide 
crisis,” Senator Klein said. “This 
report shows just how broad these 
predatory practices have spread.” 
   The study also showed that 
African-American and Latino 
borrowers are far more likely to 
pay more for their mortgages than 
other borrowers. “Clearly, there 
have been numerous instances of 
minority borrowers with good credit 
histories who should qualify for 
regular loans instead being steered 
into sub-prime loans,” Klein said. 
“These victims will spend tens of 
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Dear Fellow Democrat & Believer in Yonkers, 

It’s time for us to say goodbye to the past and step into the

future – it’s time for change!

When I announced for Mayor in December I told you I would be in the primary to win. Today, nearly 6 
months later, I am proud to tell I still am in it to win it!  Polls show that I am the Democrat who can win in 
November and rid Yonkers of the more than 3  years of stagnation and lack of leadership that has held 
us back. Polls show that I am in a statistical dead heat with the Mayor. Polls say that Yonkers needs a 
Mayor who will: 

• Listen, Lead, Deliver on what he says 
• Stand up to the special interests and bring smart, new development opportunities 

that will provide maximum benefit for the City. 
• Take on the  responsibility for making our schools worthy of our children 
• Know it is the people’s money - not the Mayor’s largess - that is spent by the 

City. 
• Include the public in the decision-making process, making Yonkers government 

truly open and fully transparent 
• Stop the use of City resources for personal self promotion 
• Understand that if you don’t feel safe then Yonkers isn’t safe enough – we need 

to put more police on  our neighborhood streets 

Between now and election day I will: discuss ways to make Yonkers safer, outline measures that will 
open up Yonkers’ government and make it truly transparent, insist that we redevelop our City for the 
benefit of the people and not for campaign contributors and special interests.  And, most importantly I’ll 
act upon what I say and deliver on what I promise! 

What Yonkers has taught me compels me to run for Mayor.  

• Yonkers needs a Mayor who is as vibrant, passionate & energetic as the City 
• Yonkers must move from the edge of promise to the fulfillment of its potential 
• Past deeds are not the cure for Yonkers’ current needs 

To have a brighter, more prosperous tomorrow Yonkers needs a Mayor who is in touch with the realities 
of today. As a child, I learned: if you don’t stand up for what you believe then you really don’t stand for 
anything; Working as a City Council Member I have seen firsthand that Yonkers needs a Mayor who will 
be a leader, find solutions and fight for the people’s interest. It is time to step forward and act. The hope 
Yonkers needs for tomorrow and the solutions we must implement today won’t be found in the despair of 
an era that must come to an end. Yonkers is ready for change. Working together, we can finally claim 
Yonkers’ future. On Primary Day, Tuesday September 11

th
, please vote for me. I will never stop working 

to earn and keep your trust and support. 

Sincerely, 

Dennis M. Robertson

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- The 
New Rochelle Republican City 
Committee announced today its 
process to select candidates for 
the November 2007 election.  The 
Committee will held interviews 
for potential candidates on May 
14 and will continue the process 
on May 23, and a Convention to 
nominate candidates on May 29.  
The Convention and the interview 
sessions will all take place at Willow 
Towers, 355 Pelham Road, New 
Rochelle at 8pm on each night.
   Doug Colety, the Chair of the 
New Rochelle Republican City 
Committee stated, “We look forward 
to interviewing any interested 
residents of our community who 
want to run for office this year on 
the Republican ticket.  There are 
so many important issues facing 
our community, and the elections 
will hopefully select those best able 
to address these challenges in the 
coming years.  The New Rochelle 
GOP wants our neighbors in our 
great City to know that we have an 
open door policy and will meet with 
any interested candidate. 
   Colety added that the qualifications 
for potential candidates are set forth 
in the New Rochelle City Charter.  
A candidate must be a registered 
voter in New Rochelle for at least 
one year prior to Election Day.  

There is an added requirement for 
City Council candidates that he or 
she be a resident of the Council 
District for six months prior to 
Election Day.  The New Rochelle 
Republicans will interview any 
interested candidate regardless of 
party affiliation. 
   The New Rochelle elections taking 
place this year are for Mayor, City 
Council for Districts 1 through 6, 
and County Legislator for Districts 
7, 10 & 11. 
   Colety concluded, “We have 
already been approached by 
several impressive candidates 
and look forward to meeting with 
even more people to ensure that 
the Republican Party runs the best 
ticket possible.  The New Rochelle 
GOP wants to provide the voters 
of our city with real choices for all 
races in this year’s election.  We 
also want to ensure that the two-
party system remains alive and well 
in New Rochelle.  It’s only through 
these contested races that issues 
are brought to light and debated.  
With the Mayor and City Council 
all up for election, we expect some 
exciting campaigns this year.” 

If potential candidates need 
additional information, they can 
call Doug Colety at (914) 576-

3883.

New Rochelle Republican 
City Committee 

Announces Process to 
Select Candidates for the 

2007 Elections

ALBANY, NY -- Alarmed by the 
growing number of foreclosures 
across New York State, and stunned 
by the accounts of New Yorkers 
who are on the verge of losing 
their homes, Senator Jeff Klein (D-
Bronx/Westchester) released the 
results of a survey compiled by his 
office that reveals New York State 
to have the fifth highest sub-prime 
foreclosure rate in the nation.  
   Sub-prime loans are loans offered 
to individuals whose credit history 
prevents them from securing a 
low-rate loan. A typical sub-prime 
borrower has a low credit score and 
a history of late payments, charge-
offs or bankruptcies. Since they are 
considered at high risk of default, 
they receive less-than favorable 
terms, including higher interest 
rates, regular fees or an upfront 
charge. 
   In some cases, sub-prime borrowers 
are drawn in by a low introductory 
rate, which then sharply increases 
within a few years, making it 
difficult if not impossible to keep 
up with monthly payments. Unless 
they can refinance their loan or sell 
the house, the borrower can lose 
their home. 
   “This crisis has exploded in the 
last few years,” Klein said. “And 
it is a significant problem in every 
region of the State.” 

Senator Klein Releases Report on Sub-Prime 
Lending Crisis 

20% of Sub-prime Mortgage Loans Originated in 2005 Headed for Foreclosure
thousands of dollars more than they 
should for a mortgage. The lenders 
that use these deceptive practices 

should be held 
accountable and 
punished.” 
   In response, 
Senate Democrats 
Senate Democrats 
announced the 
Predatory Lending 
Mitigation Program 
(P.L.M.P.) which 
will help families 
that have been 
victimized by 
predatory lenders. 

In an effort to help borrowers who 
have already been victimized by 
such practices, the Senators called 
for an immediate voluntary six-
month moratorium on foreclosures 
of sub-prime loans in New York. 
In addition, Democrats will 
hold hearings to give voice to 
the banking industries and those 
affected by sub-prime loans.  
   Senate Democrats also proposed 
measures to help consumers avoid 
the pitfalls of predatory loans. 
One bill would bar the State 
from doing business with banks 
that partake in predatory lending 
practices. Another measure would 
provide training and assistance 
to borrowers seeking a loan.   

   The Senators were joined 
by David Collymore, vice 
president of Amalgamated Bank, 
which provides free financial 
literacy programs at LaGuardia 
Community College to community 
centers and other locations 
throughout the N.Y. metro area.  
   “My belief is that improving a 
person’s financial literacy is a key 
step on the journey to successful 
homeownership,” Towns said. 
Bruce Beaudette, president and 
CEO of Sunmark Federal Credit 
Union, also joined the Senate 
Democrats to describe a program 
established by Sunmark.  
   “New York’s 505 not-for-profit 
credit unions are the anti-predatory 
lender.  We educate our members 
and communities on avoiding 
unfavorable debt spirals, and 
we offer solutions via low cost 
loans, refinancing of existing high 
cost debt and financial education 
and counseling.  We applaud the 
Senators for addressing the problems 
of predatory sub-prime lending in 
our state, because we have found 
that those who can least afford to 
pay exorbitant rates and fess on 
mortgage debt are the very people 
being targeted.  These people need 
education and legislative relief,” 
Beaudette said.

Additional properties for the 
Peekskill Sanitary Sewer District 
   Twenty-five previously removed 
parcels in the Town of Cortlandt 
were added back to the Peekskill 
Sanitary Sewer District.  
New Firefighting Training
Equipment Approved  
   The County Board approved 
$600,000 to finance for the purposes 
of training the construction of a 
concrete structure at the Valhalla 
Fire Training Center built to 
replicate a commercial strip mall that 
simulates fire conditions typically 
encountered by firefighters when 
battling blazes in a commercial 
strip mall.  
Notification to police 
by booting services  
   The 1990 law was silent on how 

Highlights of Westchester County Board of Legislators 
 May 7th Meeting

booting services were to notify local 
police after booting an illegally 
parked vehicle. Police agencies 
developed a policy that demanded 
that the only way that booting 
operators could notify the police 
was through a personal appearance 
at the local police department.  
The County Board amended the 
law to permit a booting service 
business the option to inform a 
police department by telephone.   
In addition, the police agency has 
the discretion to accept notification 
by fax or email.  The legislation 
requires the booting service to 
provide the police with all relevant 
information, including its business 
name and address, information 
about the vehicle it booted and the 
time and location of the booting.  

Rewards for information leading 
to apprehension/conviction  
   Legislation passed expands the 
list of county officials authorized 
to offer a criminal reward to 
include, in addition to the District 
Attorney, Sheriff and Chair of 
the County Board of Legislators, 
the Public Safety and Probation 
Commissioners; also defined certain 
monetary limits; authorized awards 
in cases leading to the apprehension 
of those wanted on certain 
outstanding criminal warrants. 
Electronic data agreement will 
expedite background checks  
   County Board authorized 
intermunicipal agreements 
whereby municipalities can access 
the Westchester County Civilian 
Applicant Processing System, a 
computer system that expedites 
criminal background checks 

by facilitating the electronic 
transmission and storage of civil 
application information to the 
state Division of Criminal Justice 
Services.  
Home Rule Request for Yonkers 
animal shelter proposal 
   The County Board passed a home 
rule request asking that the state 
permit locating an animal shelter 
on a two acre site in Yonkers that 
under current law can only be used 
as either park land or a solid waste 
recovery site.  
Resolution urging hearings 
in Westchester regarding 
Indian Point license renewals 
   The County Board passed a 
resolution urging the federal 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission to 
hold hearings in Westchester County 
regarding the Entergy Corporation’s 
application for operating license 
renewals for Indian Point 2 and 3.  
 Funding to purchase a new Board 
of Elections building defeated 
   Despite a majority vote of 11-5 
in favor of purchasing an Ardsley 
building for the purpose of storing 
voting equipment and housing 
the Board of Elections offices, 
the Board could not come up with 
the supermajority of 12 needed 
to approve a $6 million bond act 

which would have funded the 
purchase and rehabilitation of the 
proposed structure located at 450 
Saw Mill River Road in the Town 
of Greenburgh. Under the Help 
America Vote Act, the county is 
mandated to take administrative 
control over elections which 
includes buying, storing and 
maintaining new voting equipment.  
Public hearings set: 
   The County Board set two 
public hearings for its next regular 
meeting on May 21 at 7:30 PM: 
• On a proposal to require that 
properties that get their drinking 
water from private wells rather than 
the public water supply be tested 
for contaminants when a property 
is being sold or leased.
• On whether to settle a lawsuit, 
Frank DeLeonardis v County 
of Westchester, for $2,330,000, 
stemming from a dispute regarding 
the lease and renovations of the 
owner’s Gramatan Avenue property 
in Mount Vernon as a Westchester 
Community College satellite 
campus to be used primarily for 
culinary instruction. 
Appointments approved 
to Westchester County 
Advisory Boards:  
Hispanic Advisory Board

•  Jorge L. Mejia  (White Plains)
• Anita Delgado (White Plains) 
•  Piero Olcese (Scarsdale) 
Women’s Advisory Board
•  Lindley G. Thomasset (Bedford) 
as a District 2 representative 
Citizen’s Consumer Advisory 
Council
•  John Fix 3rd (Eastchester) as the 
Area 2 representative 
 Board of Ethics
• Donna Marino (Bedford) 
reappointed 
 Community Services Board
• Dr. Virginia Lehmann Susman 
(Cross River)
 Refuse Disposal District No. 1 
Advisory Board 
• Daniel Baskerville (New 
Rochelle)
• Jesse D. Crell (White Plains) 
reappointed 
• Benedict A. Salanitro 
(Mamaroneck) 
 Youth Board
• Karen Blumenthal (Scarsdale) 
Board of Health
• Dr. Peter S. Liebert (Harrison) 
reappointed as a licensed physician 
member 
Fire Advisory Board
•  Peter W. McDonald, RN 
(Yorktown) as an at-large career 
chief member 
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Acorn Gift Shop open!
Landis Arboretum
Esperance, NY

S
P

R
IN

G

PLANT SA
LE

√√Free admission & parking 
Call 518-875-6935 for 

information or directions.√
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TREES • SHRUBS • PERENNIALS

May 19 & 20, 2007, Saturday & Sunday, 10–4pm

The Landis Arboretum’s Annual
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WHITE PLAINS, NY -- Get free 
advice to help you garden naturally, 
get free compost and learn how to 
make your own compost.  For a 
start, you will want to buy your own 
backyard compost bin, wholesale 
priced at only $20 and $38 at the 
once-a-year Compost Bin Sale Day 
on Saturday, May 19 from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m., at Saxon Woods Pool in 
White Plains, rain or shine.  The 
Shred Mobile will also be available 
for residents who can bring up to 
four boxes of unwanted personal 
papers for shredding.
   Skilled horticultural staff and 
Master Gardeners from Cornell 
Cooperative Extension of 
Westchester County will answer 
your gardening questions and 
provide instruction on making 
backyard compost, using compost 
as mulch, maintaining a healthy 
lawn and garden using non-toxic 
or least toxic pesticides, preparing 
and using compost teas and more.  
Learn more about grasscycling 
compost:  by composting grass, 
you will end up with decomposed 
leaves and lawn clippings, a natural 
additive to enhance your lawn  

Make Your Garden Come 
Alive with Compost

Shred Mobile Will be Available for Residents 
to Shred Personal Papers

and garden.
   Two types of compost bins will be 
available for sale: a $20 bin suitable 
for gardeners looking to compost 
mostly grass clippings and leaves, 
or a $38 model that has a lid and 
can be anchored to the ground, 
ideal for gardeners who want to 
add organic food waste or kitchen 
scrap to the compost mix.  Reserve 
a bin by Wednesday, May 16 and 
get a free kitchen scrap bucket to 
store food scraps for your backyard 
compost pile.  
   All bins must be picked up on 
the day of sale only.  The event 
will be held rain or shine. Saxon 
Woods Pool is located at 1800 
Mamaroneck Avenue in White 
Plains, near the Hutchinson River 
Parkway.  To reserve a bin, call the 
Recycling Hotline at 813-5420 or 
visit www.westchestergov.com and 
click on “events.”
   Compost Bin Sale Day is sponsored 
by the Westchester County 
departments of Environmental 
Facilities and Parks, Recreation and 
Conservation, the League of Women 
Voters and Cornell Cooperative 
Extension of Westchester County. 

By Hezi Aris

NEW YORK, NY -- Hillary Clinton 
held an intimate fund-raiser at the 
57th Street and 8th Avenue home 
of Mike DelGuidice May 9th 
that included Bill Clinton, Terry 
McAulliffe, former New Jersey 
Governor Jim Florio, and Assembly 
Speaker Sheldon Silver, among 
others.
   Also in attendance were two 
Republicans. 
   One was Clarence D. “Rapp” 
Rappleyea, the former Assembly 
Minority Leader who was right-
leaning enough to be dubbed one 
of the “state’s highest-profile 
conservatives” in a 1997 National 
Review article (about George 
Pataki’s liberalism). He’s now, 
according to a corporate bio, “one 
of the principal members of Public 
Affairs Venture LLC, a joint venture 
between Patricia Lynch Associates, 
Inc.; Harris Beach PLLC; and Akin, 
Gump, Strauss, Hauer, & Feld 
LLP.”
   The other was former state
Senator Nicholas Spano who 
recently accepted a position 
with Prudential Rand Realty as a 
corporate real estate agent.

Hillary Attracts Private 
Sector Republicans

15 students graduating from local 
high schools were rewarded for 
their academic achievements with 
scholarships worth $10,000 over 
four years of college from the 
Jandon Foundation. 
   “When a student from last 
year’s group wants to come back 
and welcome the new students, it 
speaks volumes about how much 
the Jandon Foundation Scholarship 
means to these kids,’’ said County 
Executive Andy Spano. “Thanks 
to the generosity of the Cecil 
family these students will have 
the opportunity to pursue their 
education and achieve their goals. 
We congratulate them and wish 
them the best of luck.’’
   Since 1999, Westchester County 
and the Jandon Foundation, a 
private foundation created by Jane 
and Donald Cecil of Harrison, have 
annually awarded 12-15 college 
scholarships to help promising 
young students from low-income 
families attend college. The Cecils, 
who have dedicated more than 
$1 million to the program, hold 
twice yearly functions to bring the 
scholars together and offer advice 
and moral support. Cumulatively, 
there have been 111 students 
awarded this scholarship since the 
beginning of the program.
   “The Jandon Foundation 
recognizes that these youngsters 
have worked hard to excel in school 
in the face of financial difficulties 
and sometimes family hardships,” 

Westchester County and Jandon Foundation Award Scholarships  
Students from 12 High Schools Awarded Scholarships 

said Donald Cecil. “Jane and I 
believe that these students should 
be rewarded for their hard work and 
given the opportunity to succeed 
and to become future leaders in 
their communities. That is what the 
Jandon Scholars program strives 
for.’’ 
   To be eligible for the Jandon 
Scholarship program, a student 
must attend a public high school in 
Westchester and be a member of a 
family with substantial financial 
need. A selection committee 
chooses scholars based on junior- 
and senior-year grades, Scholastic 
Aptitude Test scores and good 
character. Students submitted 
essays as well as school transcripts, 
letters of recommendation 
and other documentation. To 
encourage students to complete 
their education, the program offers 
an increase in the amount of the 
scholarship for each year they 
remain in school. Freshmen receive 
$1,000; sophomores, $2,000; 
juniors $3,000; and seniors, $4,000. 
In addition to helping to administer 
the program, Westchester County 
provides each student with a laptop 
computer for use at college. 
The following is a list of this 
year’s scholars: 
1. Brittany Elliott is graduating 
from Mount Vernon High School 
and plans to attend Bloomfield 
College to study business. Her 
personal drive and ambition 
have allowed her to be involved 
with numerous school clubs and 

community service projects.  
Brittany’s history teacher describes 
her as “a teacher’s delight.” 
2. Shannon Graham is graduating 
from Saunders High School 
and plans to attend St. John’s 
University.  She has completed 
numerous Advanced Placement 
classes and will graduate in the top 
5 of her class.  Shannon’s teachers 
describe her as a driven, determined 
and self-motivated student who will 
succeed in college. 
3. Carolina Herrera is graduating 
from Port Chester High School 
and plans to attend Penn State.  
Originally from Peru, Carolina has 
provided community services such 
as translating materials into Spanish 
and teaching Spanish to younger 
students.  She is involved in school 
athletics, works part-time and is an 
active member of her church. 
4. Candice Hershkorn is graduating 
from Irvington High School and 
plans to attend Rider University.  
Candice spends a lot of time doing 
volunteer work for organizations 
such as the Alzheimer’s Disease 
Fundraiser and Glamour Gals which 
provides makeovers for elderly 
women in nursing homes. Candice 
is described by her teachers as 
always being willing to help out and 
was selected by her own classmates 
to win the “Most Likely to Lend a 
Helping Hand” award. 
5. Marianny Hidalgo is graduating 
from Sleepy Hollow High School 
and plans to attend Berkeley 
College.  Originally from the 

Dominican Republic, Marianny 
has been involved with the Boys 
and Girls Club since 7th grade and 
was selected as that organization’s 
“Youth of the Year” last year.  Her 
teachers see her as a conscientious 
student with personal maturity and 
terrific potential. 
6. Zaida Lenci is graduating from 
Mamaroneck High School and 
plans to attend Syracuse University.  
Zaida is originally from Peru and 
progressed so well in her English 
studies that she was awarded a 
certificate of excellence from her 
school after just two years.  In 
addition to working part-time, 
Zaida is involved with several 
school clubs and especially enjoys 
singing. 
7. Ajalin Macfaddan is graduating 
from White Plains High School 
and plans to attend Pace University 
to study accounting.  She plays the 
violin and participates in many 
of her school’s musical groups 
in addition to being selected for 
the Greater Westchester Youth 
Symphony Orchestra.  Ajalin 
works part-time as an instructor at a 
Taekwondo center and is described 
by her teachers as an exceptionally 
mature young woman. 
8. Estefania Mercedes is 
graduating from Sleepy Hollow 
High School and is still deciding 
which college she will attend.  
Estefania is involved with several 
school clubs including the Latin 
American Student Organization and 
Mercy College Upward Program.  

Her teachers believe she has terrific 
potential to succeed in college. 
9. Ronald Morales is graduating 
from Saunders High School and 
plans to attend Adelphi University.  
In addition to working part-time, 
Ronald has been very involved in 
soccer in his school and community.  
A serious injury convinced Ronald 
that he would like to be a physical 
therapist and athletic trainer and 
helped him see why doing well in 
school was so important. 
10. Eric Nardozzi is graduating 
from New Rochelle High School 
and plans to attend Iona College 
to study criminal justice/law 
enforcement.  While maintaining 
excellent grades in school, Eric 
holds several part-time jobs and is 
active in his church.  His teachers 
and employers describe him as 
incredibly determined and the 
hardest worker they have ever 
seen. 
11. Eunice Ochuonyo is graduating 
from Mount Vernon High School 
and plans to attend Binghamton 
State University to study nursing.  
Eunice came to the United States 
five years ago from a small village in 
Kenya.  She immediately dedicated 
herself to furthering her education, 
doing volunteer work and working 
part-time to help her sister with 
expenses. Eunice especially enjoys 
her time working with patients at a 
nursing center. 
12. Benjamin Osei-Bonsu is 
graduating from Yonkers High 
School and plans to attend 

Polytechnic University.  In addition 
to working part-time, Benjamin is 
involved in several school clubs and 
volunteers at St. Joseph’s Hospital.   
13. Janice Parrish is graduating 
from Roosevelt High School and 
plans to attend Temple University.  
Janice is ranked #2 in her class 
and is considered a leader among 
her classmates.  In her senior year, 
Janice served as cheerleading 
captain, president of the National 
Honor Society and student 
government president.  Her teachers 
describe her as “smart, admired by 
her peers, and an agent of change 
and progress.” 
14. Geraldine Reyes is graduating 
from Lincoln High School and 
plans to attend Fordham University 
to study accounting.  She is ranked 
#3 in her class and has been 
actively involved with school 
clubs and athletics.  Geraldine is 
especially proud of having received 
the Dominican Meritorious Award 
from the Dominican Consulate of 
New York.  
15. DeAndre Scott is graduating 
from Peekskill High School and 
plans to attend SUNY Albany.  
Despite a great deal of instability 
in his life, DeAndre has maintained 
good grades, participated in school 
activities and worked part-time 
jobs.  His teachers describe him as 
highly self-motivated, bright and 
having a friendly attitude that puts 
others at ease.   

   The City of Yonkers was Mrs. 
Fierstein’s home in 1971 when she 
began her career with the Yonkers 
Public Schools teaching Art at 
Benjamin Franklin Junior High 
School, then at the Enrico Fermi 
School for the Performing Arts.  
As a gifted classroom teacher, she 
inspired students with her love of 
learning and her enduring passion 
for the Arts.  In 1986, she furthered 
her commitment to the district’s 
students when she was appointed 
Coordinator of Integration in the 
District’s Office of Compliance 
during the initial implementation 
of the school district Court 
Ordered Desegregation Plan. Her 
administrative duties continued 
as Communications Coordinator 
followed by Coordinator of Gifted 
and Arts Programs.  In 2002, she 
accepted her current position as 
Director of Public Information, 
Gifted and the Arts.
   Mrs. Fierstein manages the 
District’s Gifted and Arts programs 
including PEARLS (Program for 
Early and Rapid Learners) for 
children in grades Prekindergarten 
through fifth, the middle school 
Academically Talented, and the 
high school Century Honors 
and International Baccalaureate 
programs.  Dennis Campanaro, 
Principal of the PEARLS Hawthorne 

Fierstein Honored
From Page 1 School describes her “outstanding 

leadership, energy and drive…that 
promotes creativity, critical thinking 
and personal excellence.” 
   Representing Yonkers Public 
Schools as its spokesperson, 
Jeri Fierstein communicates the 
District’s goals and priorities to 
all its stakeholders and the news 
media with confidence, integrity 
and professionalism admired by 
her peers, and by the members of 
the press.  Under her leadership, 
the Public Information Department 
has received numerous awards 
from the National School Public 
Relations Association and the 
New York School Public Relations 
Association for the District’s School 
Programs Catalog and the School 
Calendar and Handbook.  Launched 
this year, a new Yonkers Public 
Schools community newsletter, 
Currents features concise school 
news. In addition, she supervises 
the Yonkers Public Schools’ 24-
hour television station: WDMC-
TV, Cablevision Channel 22 and 
oversees the day-to-day operation 
of the District’s popular website, 
www.yonkerspublicschools.org. 
        Mrs. Fierstein says that she is 
humbled to receive an award for a 
job that she absolutely loves doing.
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Bright Light, Huge Windows

Up to 16’ Ceiling Heights

24/7 Acccess

HeightsRE.com (212) 317 - 1423 ext 625

Space Available

Starting at only $400/mon
(all utilities included)

Manufacturing & Warehouse space also available

578 Nepperhan Ave, Yonkers
(Just off Saw Mill Parkway)

NEWLY AVAILABLE: 6,000 SF for Gallery, Dance Studio or Gym

practicing attorney of more than 22 
years has shown me that justice is 
meted out when all parties are given 
the chance to be fully heard.  
   If I am elected judge, I’ll do what I 
do best: listen to and hear what both 
sides have to say. 
   I have appeared in every court 
within the Yonkers City Court 
system gaining a great variety of 
experience.   
   I’ve prosecuted and I’ve 
defended.
   I’ve done criminal law and civil 
law.
   I’ve conducted felony jury trials 
and I’ve written contracts and 
drafted legislation for the County.
   I’ve represented landlords and 
I’ve represented tenants. 
   Because I’ve been on both sides 
of so many areas of law, I can 
separate the wheat from the chaff, 
I can tell good arguments from the 
bad, the winning ones from the 
losing ones. Most importantly, I 
know how critical it is to give both 
sides a full and fair opportunity to 
render their positions and not come 
to any conclusion until they have 
been fully heard.
   I have always served Yonkers and 
been involved in its daily life. 
   I was born in Yonkers.  Growing 
up I became an Eagle Boy Scout. 
In college, I volunteered in the Big 
Brothers/Sister program.  I have 
been an iron-man tri-athlete and my 
son, James, is now a student in the 
Yonkers Public Schools. My dad, 
Leo Sweeney, was a lawyer and 
very active in the community, and 
my grandfather, John Dillon, was a 
New York Supreme Court Judge.  
   I’m a member of my condo Board, 
Lions Club International (Yonkers 
Chapter), National Federation of 
the Blind (Westchester Chapter), 
Access Westchester, Inc (which 
helps build playgrounds for all 
children, including disabled 
children).
   Although I am totally blind, I 
know I will be a good and full 
functioning judge.  I have been 
blind for 20 years but my disability 
has not restricted my legal work 
and activities.   As I said, I have 
conducted felony and civil jury 
trials, written County contracts and 
drafted legislation. I’ve published 
an article on environmental review 
in the Westchester Bar Journal, 
Fall/Winter 2006. 
   Through the use of a talking 
computer, scanner, Braille, tapes and 
readers, I carry out my legal work.  
I’ve dealt with all types of evidence 
including drugs, videotapes, photos 

and guns.  
   Let me give you an example of 
how a blind person can be a judge:
   Recently a blind federal district 
court judge, named Richard Casey, 
passed away. Upon assuming the 
bench, he was told that in order 
to preside in court, he would be 
required to read jury instructions 
to the jury.  Skeptics assumed 
he wouldn’t be able to meet this 
requirement.  With imagination and 
creativity, Judge Casey proved the 
skeptics wrong.  The judge had an 
assistant read his jury instructions 
on to a tape. Placing an ear piece 
in his ear, he “read” the jury 
instructions as he listened to them.  
   All such problems can be dealt 
with. It’s just a matter of thinking 
things through and problem solving. 
My blindness has not stopped me 
from accessing the files I need. 
   By putting brailed labels on 
the back of a file folder I am able 
to identify and work with them.  
Others can see the written label on 
the front, which is unobstructed.  
The print on the front is not blocked, 
I can determine which file I want to 
examine. I also am able to perform 
legal research using the talking 
computer.
   I’m a single dad living in the 
northwest section of Yonkers.  
When I joined the County Attorney’s 
Office in 1991, I began prosecuting 
juvenile delinquents.  After 
prosecuting juvenile delinquents 
for nearly 10 years, I represented 
the Westchester County Department 
of Social Services in child support 
and paternity matters, going after 
“deadbeat dads”, for nearly 2 years.  
Most recently, I was in the Contracts 
and Real Estate Bureau of the 
County Attorney’s Office involved 
in representing the Department of 
Health in Ryan White grant funding 
matters and early intervention 
matters, the Department of Planning 
with senior citizen housing in New 
Rochelle and the Department of 
Environmental Facilities on sanitary 
sewer district matters.  I resigned 
from the County Attorney’s Office 
effective May 4, 2007.
   My life experience has taught me 
that all things are possible if you 
work hard to attain them.  I am a 
problem solver; I’ve overcome 
many obstacles and am determined 
to beat the odds again and again, 
that’s why I am running for Yonkers 
City Court Judge. 
Learn more online at 
Sweeney4Judge.com  from Friends 
of Rich Sweeney for Judge, P.O. 
Box 668, Yonkers, NY 10703. Tel: 
914-309-8606.

My Name is Richard 
Sweeney

I am a Candidate for Yonkers City Court 
Judge

EASTCHESTER, NY and NEW 
ROCHELLE, NY -- Westchester 
County Legislators Jim Maisano (R, 
New Rochelle) and Vito Pinto (D, 
Eastchester) are hosting a meeting 
on the history of Glen Island from 
7:30 to 9:30pm on Wednesday, May 
23 at the Glen Island Harbor Club in 
New Rochelle.  The Legislators are 
pleased to announce that the New 
Rochelle City Historian Barbara 
Davis will lead the discussion.
   Did you know that Glen Island 
once hosted an amusement park 
that was the Disneyland of its day?  
Glen Island is also famous as a 
home away from home for the most 
famous big bands of the swing era 
at the Glen Island Casino.  “Glen 
Island Special,” performed by the 
Glen Miller Orchestra, and “Glen 
Island Hop,” performed by the Larry 
Clinton Orchestra are still available 
on compact disc.  This and more, 

Legislators Maisano and Pinto Announce Forum on 
the History of Glen Island

from the native Americans who 
fished in the Long Island Sound, 
through the pre-Revolutionary days 
of Colonial America, the gaudy 
Gilded Age, the Swing Era, and 
the 21st Century park for families 
seeking waterfront fun, Barbara 
Davis will offer the history of an 

island of legend and song.
   Legislator Maisano stated, “This 
event is an effort to remember 
and enjoy New Rochelle’s great 
history.  Glen Island has a unique 
and interesting legacy, and its 
attractions have brought smiles to 
visitors for over one hundred years.”  

Legislator Pinto added, “Come 
join us to celebrate this jewel of 
the Queen City of the Sound.  It 
is a perfect time for a Moonlight 
Serenade, and I hope our neighbors 
will be In The Mood.”
   Today, Glen Island is a Westchester 
County Park. The park’s features 
include a dock for fishing and 
boating, picnic areas, a beach and 
playgrounds. Glen Island still has 
its castle that once served a beer 
garden. It was built in 1879, as a 
summer resort for John H. Starin.  
It is punctuated with canons that 
reflect the military history of the 
island.
   Glen Island Park is located at 
the end of Weyman Avenue near 
Pelham Road in New Rochelle.  
This event is free and open to the 
public.

Singles of 
All Ages 
May 25, Lot’s 

of Laughs from 
Professional Stand-

Up Borscht Belt 
Comedian Dale 

Grand
TARRYTOWN, NY -- The Singles 
of All Ages program from Temple 
Beth Abraham in Tarrytown wants 
you!  Have fun and meet interesting 
people.  The group is always 
changing and new folks are always 
welcome.  Singles of All Ages 
offers a comfortable, fun way to 
meet people.
   The last Friday of every month, 
at Temple Beth Abraham, 25 Leroy 
Avenue,  in Tarrytown, Singles of 
All Ages meets after the Friday 
evening services (which start at 
8pm) to enjoy refreshments and to 
hear different speakers.  An open 
forum follows.
   Dale Grand is a multi-talented 
comedian who has appeared in every 
area of show business – night clubs, 
hotels, TV, movies, and cruises.  
His TV appearances include The 
Late Show with David Letterman, 
the CBS Morning Show, and Good 
Day New York.   
   He is a popular after-dinner 
speaker and was among those 
invited to entertain at a testimonial 
dinner for Elizabeth Taylor. 
   Dale Grand is not only funny and 
talented – he is a class act and we are 
sure he will provide a memorable 
evening for Singles of All Ages.

YONKERS, NY -- Yonkers Mayor 
Phil Amicone joined the Direc-
tor of Veteran Services Al Ramsey 
and several local veterans at a cer-
emony on Wednesday, May 9, to 
swear in WWII veteran James No-
lan as the official Chairman of the 
City of Yonkers 2007 Memorial 
Day Parade. The parade, scheduled 
for Sunday, May 20, at 2:00 p.m., 
is one of the main Memorial Day 
activities taking place in Yonkers 
throughout the months of May and 
June to recognize and honor brave 
individuals who lost their lives 
fighting for our Country. 
   The annual parade, a longstanding 
tradition in the City of Yonkers, will 
be particularly meaningful this year 
as renovations to the City’s historic 
Veterans Memorial, located in front 
of City Hall, near completion. The 
memorial, a center point for Memo-
rial Day festivities, is undergoing 
a major facelift as part of a project 
spearheaded by Mayor Amicone 
at the request of veterans from our 
area.
   “It is a privilege to announce 
that the renovations, repairs and 
improvements being made to the 
City Hall Veterans Memorial will 
be completed in time for this year’s 
Memorial Day Ceremony and Pa-
rade,” said Amicone. “Like many 
others, I’m looking forward to fi-
nally having the kind of Veterans 
Memorial that the Yonkers com-
munity deserves. Many of the im-
provements are already visible and 
I can’t wait to see the end results.”
   Mayor Amicone officially des-
ignated James Nolan as Chairman 
of the 2007 Memorial Day Parade 
during Wednesday’s ceremony. 
Mr. Nolan, a WWII veteran, pres-
ently serves as the Vice-Chairman 
of the Central Committee of Veter-
ans Organizations in Yonkers. He 
is working with the City and local 
veteran groups on ceremonies and 
activities being held throughout 
Yonkers to honor and pay tribute to  

Amicone Announces Memorial Day
Parade Chair James Nolan

all veterans.
Mayor Amicone invites the com-
munity to take part in the City’s 
various Memorial Day Activities. 
The following is a list of events and 
ceremonies taking place in Yonkers 
from May 11 to June 24:
-- Thursday, May 17 - Homefield 
House, 6th and 10th Ward Ceremo-
ny, 6:00 P.M. - Sponsored by the 
Homefield House, Donald Conrad 
Post 1954, Frank Rea Post 1163 and 
the Ernest Pasqua Post 1506. Loca-
tion: Homefield House, 911 Saw 
Mill River Rd. 
-- Friday, May 18 - 7th Ward Memo-
rial Service, 6:00 P.M.- Sponsored 
by the Armando Rauso, AMVETS 
Post 40. March from 178 Waverly 
St to the War Monument on Park 
Hill Ave, for a brief ceremony (Park 
Hill Ave just east of Main St.) 
-- Sunday, May 20 - City of Yon-
kers Memorial Day Parade, 11:00 
AM - Memorial Day Ceremony in 
front of City Hall at the Veterans 
Memorial. 2:00PM - Parade starts 
at South Broadway and Radford 
Streets. 
--Thursday, May 24 - Memorial Pa-
rade, 6:15 PM. Parade from Donna 
Walsh in Community Center 219 
Ridge Avenue to Lennon Park on 
Lake Ave honors those men from 
3rd and 6th wards that gave their 
lives for our country. For more in-

formation call 423-9754. 
--Monday, May 28 - Memorial Day 
Breakfast, 9:00AM, Sponsored by 
the Alan F. Waite Post, Amackassin 
Club, 557 Palisade Ave. Call 476-
6460 for ticket information. 
-- Monday, May 28 - Crestwood Me-
morial Day Parade - 9:45 A.M., Pa-
rade forms atAnnunciation School 
and Schultz Field and marches to 
the American Legion Plaza. 
--Monday, May 28 - Memorial Day 
Ceremony, 12:00 Noon Sponsored 
by the Catholic Slovak Club at Vic-
tory Park corner of Lockwood Ave 
and Gordon Street reception to fol-
low at the Catholic Slovak Club. 
Contact - 969-1404 
-- Monday, May 28 - Memorial Day 
Services, 2:00 P.M. - Sponsored by 
the VFW EMPIRE POST 375, 10 
Huber Place, Yonkers (Just north of 
Yonkers Ave and Central Ave). 
-- Wednesday, May 30 - Traditional 
Memorial Day Parade, 6:00 P.M. 
Sponsored by Charles Bajart Amer-
ican Legion Post 1122, 840 McLean 
Ave (quarter mile east of Central 
Ave and McLean Ave) reception to 
follow at the Bajart Post. 

For more information on these 
events, please contact the Veterans 
Service Agency at 377-6700.

“Chrisco the Magician” Performs  
at Miracle League Field Opening

HARTSDALE, NY -- Christopher 
Connelly, 15, a  Greenburgh resi-
dent, performs a card trick at the 
Miracle League Field Opening 
Day celebration. Chris, known as 
“Chrisco the Magician”, has per-
formed magic in many places, in-
cluding Las Vegas, Nevada.
     “Everybody loves to watch 
Chris perform his magic,” said Patti 
Barnes, a Director  with the Miracle 
League organization. “He blows us 
all away with his talent. The tricks 
are amazing and you can see every-
thing he does as he performs right 
in front of you and you still can’t 
figure out how it’s done!” 
   Chris is available for private  
affairs, functions, and shows, and 
may be reached at 914-523-1985 or 
through his Website:   
www.christhemagician.com

Christopher Connelly, left, shuffles cards with an audience member dur-
ing a card trick at the Miracle League Field’s opening day celebration.
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By Roger Witherspoon

   It started when I turned the 
ignition key and a deep-throated 
roar normally associated with 
the sound of a Corvette Z06 or a 
Maserati rumbled through the twin 
exhausts and vibrated through the 
cabin.
   Whoa. What is that sound and what 
is it doing here?  This was, after all, 
just a $24,000 Chevy Cobalt. So 
what if it had a rear spoiler – most 
minivans these days have them too. 
The engine was loud and as you 
sped up and changed gears it got 
louder and the roar deeper. But it 
was just a 2.2-liter engine with only 
four cylinders and how fast, after 
all, could a subcompact sedan be?
   So I rumbled to my favorite stretch 
of empty New England highway 
and floored it. The engine roared 
and the Cobalt jumped forward as 
if launched from a catapult, sliding 
smoothly through five gears en 
route to a bit past 110 miles and 
hour as I approached a wide turn. 
The elevated spoiler held the rear 
of the Cobalt snugly on the deck as 
I raced trough the curve and then 
sped up to 130 before easing back 
down to enjoy the Connecticut 
countryside and wonder just what 
Chevy has put under the hood. 
   Plenty, as it turns out. The Cobalt 
is a subcompact four-door – a light, 
small car which is relatively light 
on the gas and primarily good for 
commuting and hauling groceries. 
The basic, DOHC Cobalt engine 
produces just 148 horsepower, 
which is barely enough to get the 
car up a steep hill.
   But the Cobalt SS takes the engine 
two steps further. It seems Chevy’s 
younger engineers were well aware 
that drag racers loved the smooth, 
flowing lines and low silhouette of 
the Cobalt and had taken to fitting 
after market tuning kits to the engine 
to pump up the performance. Not to 
be outdone, the guys with Chevy’s 
crayons first supercharged the 
engine – to boost horsepower from 
148 up to 205. That change turned 
the Cobalt SS into a respectable 
sport sedan capable of zipping from 
0 to 60 miles per hour in just 6.4 
seconds and reaching a top speed 
of 143. It also helped that they 
dumped the basic 15-inch wheels 
for 18-inch sport tires.
    But the, they added a Stage 2 
tuning kit to the factory installed 
power mix, further boosting 
horsepower to 240 horsepower, 
cutting the 0 to 60 time to 5.7 
seconds and pushing the top speed 
past 150 miles per hour. It is a lot of 
power for a little car, and as a result 
it operates more like the larger, 
more expensive BMW roadster 
than the subcompact grocery hauler 

Shifting Gears: Rocking and Racing In a Cobalt SS

Roger Witherspoon is automotive 
columnist to the Dallas Examiner, 
Westchester Times Tribune, and 

Yonkers Tribune, and other media.

it was originally intended to be.
   Inside, the Cobalt SS is a 
comfortable car designed for small 
to average sized guys who like their 
music loud, rather than smooth. 
While the leather seats – with wide, 
powered buckets which can be 
heated in the front – are comfortable 
enough for the average adult, folks 
over six feet talk would find the 
vehicle something of a tight fit.
   For entertainment, the Cobalt SS 
has AM/FM and XM satellite radio 
– a feature that is expected in cars 
costing about $10,000 more but 
are usually expensive options on 
subcompacts.  It also has an in-dash 
CD and MP3 player. The sound 
system is more than adequate, the 
seven speakers and subwoofer are 

a lot for that small space. But it is 
not easy to enjoy Miles, Hiroshima, 
or Nina over the rumble of the dual 
exhausts, so if you want sound, it 
needs to be along the lines of Usher 
or vintage Temps with a heavy bass 
that blends in with the constant 
background thunder. 
   The Cobalt SS also features GM’s 
OnStar communications system, 
with its own ceiling speaker, 
which can provide emergency and 
telephone services. The car does 
not have a navigation system, but 
motorists can purchase OnStar’s 
new navigation service in which 
turn by turn instructions are beamed 
down to the satellite driven system 
and relayed over the Cobalt’s 
entertainment speakers. 

   Normally, cars at this end of a 
dealer’s price spectrum do not get 
much of an overhaul after their 
third year in the marketplace, 
usually settling for new versions 
of paint and an extra cup holder or 
two. In this case, Chevy was wise 
enough to let their younger Turks, 
who may one day be responsible for 
future generations of the Corvette, 
get some experience breathing new 
life into what has been a family 
workhorse.
   The result, the supercharged, sport 
tuned Cobalt SS, is a surprise in a 
small package, just begging you to 
find an open road, and floor it.
 

2007 Chevy Cobalt SS
Supercharged Coupe

MSRP: $24,115
EPA Mileage: 22 MPG City  
30 MPG Highway
As Tested: 23 MPG Mixed
Performance/ Safety:
0 – 60 MPH: 5.7 Seconds
¼ Mile: 14.2 Seconds
Top Speed: 150 MPH

2.0-Liter DOHC 4-cylinder 
supercharged engine with Stage 
2 performance kit producing 240 
horsepower and 200 pound-feet of 
torque; 
front wheel drive; 5-speed manual 
transmission;
power steering;
performance handling suspension; 
4-wheel disc and anti-lock brakes; 
dual frontal air bags; 
head, curtain side airbags; 
18-inch aluminum wheels; 

daytime running and fog lamps; 
high mounted rear spoiler.

Interior/ Comfort:
AM/FM XM satellite radio; 
CD and MP3 player with 7-speaker 
audio system; 
leather wrapped, tilt steering wheel; 
OnStar; 
leather seats – heated front seats, 
folding, split rear seats.

hike or climbing camp?  There’s a 
chili cook-off and a fajita festival 
and sampling.  There are Native 
American art exhibits, the Flagstaff 
Music Festival and the 74th Annual 
Hopi Festival of Arts & Culture! For 
more summer happenings, check 
with the Flagstaff Convention & 
Visitors Bureau. 
Home of the Expanding Universe
   Whether you’re an astronomy buff 
or just want to visit the place where 
the planet Pluto was discovered in 
1930, the rings of Uranus were first 
seen in 1977, as well as the sighting 
of the three largest known stars in 
the universe, then you’ll want to 
check out The Lowell Observatory.  
A fun fact: to aid in the Lowell’s 
ongoing astrological research, 
the city of Flagstaff has instituted 
an aggressive anti-light program.  
All the lights of Flagstaff must be 
reflected downward.  The result: a 
sky that comes alive in the darkness 
with a magnificent display of more 
stars than you’ve ever seen before. 
   In 2008, the Lowell will acquire 
the $30 million Discovery Channel 
telescope which will be able to 
image an area of the sky 16 Full 
Moons wide, and will detect objects 
more than 40 million times further 
than can be seen by the naked eye.  
America’s Mountain Garden
   The Arboretum at Flagstaff is a 

Western Wonderland
From Page 1 wondrous place where you can 

explore several miles of Alpine 
meadows, cool Ponderosa Pine 
forests, cultivated gardens and 
see plants characteristic of this 
elevation of the Colorado Plateau.  
At the Arboretum, you can have 
a bird walk, listen to a summer 
concert, see wild birds of prey 
demonstrations.  Care to hold a red-
tailed hawk or a great-horned owl?  
Here, you can! 
   Before you leave Flagstaff, if 
you’re hankering to experience an 
authentic, old-West hotel, check 
out the Weatherford Hotel. Back 
when Arizona was a territory and 
vigilantes ruled the dirt streets, John 
W. Weatherford rode into these 
parts by horse and buggy with a 
grand vision for the West.  It was on 
the very first day of the new century 
that he threw open the doors of his 
hotel—doors that would ultimately 
welcome presidents and gunslingers 
alike to a civilized oasis in the wild, 
dusty West.  Having just undergone 
20 years of restoration work, the 
Weatherford is open again for 
business and offers a chance to 
sample the flavor of Flagstaff’s 
pioneer beginnings.   
   While there, you’ve got to visit the 
Zane Grey Room.  Here are original 
stained glass windows, an antique 
Brunswick bar from Tombstone, 
wood floors and original wool rugs.  
This, my friends, is the authentic 
old West! 
   If you’re yearning for a Grand 
Canyon experience, remember that 
Flagstaff is a relatively short drive 
away.  It’s a good idea to make this 
city your home base, and do a day 
trip to the Canyon.  But now it’s on 
to Page!! 
Gateway to Canyon Country
   Page, Arizona is 120 miles from 
Flagstaff and an equal distance to 
the Grand Canyon.  Located in the 

north central part of the state, Page, 
at an altitude of 3,700 feet, is home 
to 7,000 residents.  Local attractions 

abound:  Glen Canyon National 
Recreation Area, the Colorado 
River Float trip, Village Heritage 
Center, a PGA professional national 
golf course.   
   Let me tell you about just two 
spectacular, not to be missed 
wonders: Antelope Canyon and 
Lake Powell, one of the cleanest, 

healthiest lakes in the country. 
   In Antelope Canyon, also known 
as “Corkscrew Canyon”, you’ll 

discover one of the most spectacular, 
yet little known attractions of 
this area.  This, in a word, is 
sculpture set in stone.  It is at once 
awe-inspiring and just a tiny bit 
frightening as you stand between its 
very narrow walls, looking skyward 
at the sliver of blue that’s visible.  
Perhaps not such a good idea for the 

claustrophobic;  otherwise, a joyous, 
mystical experience.  If you want to 
go, know that it is a site owned and 
run by the Navajo Nation.  They 
offer Antelope Canyon Tours, in 
which you enjoy a scenic ride to the 
canyon where a Native American 
guide will explain geology and its 
cultural history.  
Magical Mystery Tour
   Lake Powel awaits! First, a 
little history: Glen Canyon Dam 
was completed in 1963, and Lake 
Powell reached “full pool” in 1980 
at 3,700 feet. To give you some idea 
of its size, the lake is 186 miles long 
with 96 major side canyons, and the 
shoreline of Lake Powell, including 
all its meanderings through the side 
canyons, is actually greater in length 
than the California coastline.  
   The recently completed Antelope 
Point Resort & Marina offers 
gourmet dining, a beautiful lounge 
area, boat rentals, and is the largest 
floating platform of its type in the 
world! 
   How’s this for service?  The 
Marina staff will personally meet 
you at your vehicle and transport 
you, bags, gear and all, down to the 
marina.  They will take you to your 
personal or rental boat, load your  
belongings and will return you 
to your vehicle at the end of your 
Lake Powell experience, all as a 
complimentary service.  If you want 
the ne plus ultra in luxury, consider 
renting a houseboat.  Picture this: 
you’re relaxing in a hot tub atop 
your private houseboat while gliding 
silently across a lake sparkling like 
a sheet of blue glass and gazing up 
at the most astonishing canyons 
towering above you, all the while, 
breathing air so clean and fresh you 
want to take huge gulps of it.  Like 
the picture? 
   The canyons defy description, 
but I’ll try:  Their colors change 

in the sun: ochre, sienna, orange, 
cream, mauve.  They look at times 
like gigantic cathedrals or Balzac 
sculptures.  They are, quite simply, 
breathtaking.  The lake itself 
alternates between an icy blue, 
glistening with diamonds refracted 
by the sun to late afternoon when it 
is teal turning to inky black. 
   The Navajos believe Lake Powell 
must be treated with respect, that it 
is a hallowed and spiritual place.  I 
think you’ll feel that way too. 
If you go: Flagstaff Convention & 
Visitors Bureau: 
www.flagstaffarizona.org; Lowell 
Observatory: www.lowell.edu; The 
Arboretum at Flagstaff:
 www.thearb.org; The Weatherford 
Hotel: www.weatherfordhotel.com; 
Page Lake Powell Tourism Bureau: 
www.pagelakepowell tourism.
com; Antelope Canyon Tours: 
w w w. a n t e l o p e c a n y o n . c o m ; 
Antelope Point Marina: www.
antelopepointlakepowell.com; 
Days Inn & Suites Lake Powell: 
daysinn@thedam.com; Lake Powell 
National Golf Course: 
www.golflakepowell.com 

Barbara Sloane is a contributing 
travel columnist for the 

Westchester Times Tribune.
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