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WHITE PLAINS, NY -- Katie 
Ring, a fifth-grader at Our Lady of 
Sorrows School in White Plains, 
posed a question to members of 
a County Board of Legislators 
committee on April 23: “How many 
light bulbs does it take to change 
the world?” 
   “Only one,” Katie told members 
of the Energy and Environment 
Committee, holding an object 
resembling an ice cream swirl. 
Katie was invited to the meeting by 
County Board Chairman William 
Ryan and committee Chairman 
Thomas Abinanti. 
   By changing from incandescent 
bulbs to Compact Fluorescent 
Bulbs (CFLs), anyone can not 
only do their part to protect the 
environment, they will also save 
money. 
“CFLs generate the same amount 
of light as incandescent bulbs, 
but generate a lot less heat. Only 
10 percent of energy used by an 
incandescent bulb is used for light 
– 90 percent escapes as heat,” Katie 
said. 
   She pointed out that by replacing 

White Plains Fifth Grader Tells  
Board Committee, “Changing Light 
Bulbs Can Help Change the World.”

an incandescent bulb with a CFL can 
save more than $33 a year in energy 
costs and prevent 450 pounds of 
greenhouse gas emissions from 
entering the atmosphere. 
   Another benefit to CFLs it that 
they contain only a small amount of 
mercury and none of the substance 
is released when the bulbs are used, 
Katie said. However, CFLs should 
be recycled, through such means as 
county Household Chemical Clean 
up days, but not thrown away in see Fifth Grader Pg. 5

MOUNT VERNON, NY -- 
Mount Vernon Mayor Ernest D. 
Davis presided over the historic 
groundbreaking ceremony for the 
city’s newest residential building, 
The Roosevelt at Franklin, which is 
being constructed near the corners 
of Franklin Avenue and East 

regular garbage, she said. 
   Westchester County is doing its 
part to encourage the use of CFLs. 
The county gave away the bulbs at 
the Kids Fair at the County Center 
on April 21 and during its Earth 
Day Celebration the following day. 
“Change a Light Day” is scheduled 
for October 3. 
Katie’s interest in CFLs began 
this past winter when she needed 

Pictured left to right: Mt Vernon Pastor, Reverend Peter Wilson; 
Councilman J. Yuhanna Edwards; Mount Vernon resident, Mr. James 
Jubilee; Mount Vernon Police Chief Joseph Pizzuti; New York State 

Senator Ruth Hassell-Thompson; Mount Vernon Mayor Ernest D. Davis; 
and QFI President, Terrence Horton.

Mayor Davis Presides 
Over Groundbreaking 

Ceremony

Sandford Boulevard.  The public 
joined Mayor Davis, City of Mount 
Vernon officials, government 
and community dignitaries, and 
Terrence Horton, president of 
QFI, Inc., last Thursday morning, 

Yonkers  
Councilwoman’s 

Tryst  
Chauffeured 
into Arms of 

Police
High Crime or Supine?

By Hezi Aris

YONKERS, NY – In the wee hours 
of a recent morning, a Yonkers 
Police Department Officer spied 
a parked city owned vehicle in an 
alley off Ashburton Avenue with 
its lights lit, but its engine not 
engaged. When approaching the 
vehicle, a Yonkers Police Officer 

The Hezitorial

see Hezitorial Pg. 2

By Hezi Aris

   Accepting and 
recognizing the May 
2007 e-blast entitled 
Chuck Lesnick 
Reports to the 
People as authorized 
evidence by his 
person, individually 
and as office 
holder of the office 
of Yonkers City 
Council President, 
Chuck Lesnick, Esq.,  
admits to “Charting 
a course on new 
waters; going were few have gone 
before.” To that end, Lesnick has 
involved Aaron Smith, a part-time 
staff member employed by Lesnick, 
in allegedly breaking the law. 
Judith Schwartzstein, understood 
to be Communications Director of 
Sarah Lawrence College, allegedly 
in Bronxville, NOT, Yonkers, is 
also seen paddling on Sprain Lake. 
All three individuals are breaking 
the law. And Chuck Lesnick knows 
it; whether the other two do, is 
conjectural.
   Lesnick writes, “It was truly a 
magnificent day and with the sun 
shining and a soft breeze gently 
blowing, paddling on this great body 
of unspoiled water was invigorating. 
The lake is a wonderful gem within 
the City of Yonkers and it is my 

The Saga (a la Ridge Hill) 
of Lesnick the Liar 

Yonkers City Council President Places 
Yonkers and County in Untenable Legal 

Conundrum for Sake of Photo-Op
hope that one day 
the Yonkers Rowing 
and Paddling 
Club will share a 
boathouse with the 
Sarah Lawrence 
crew team and teach 
Yonkers school 
children to kayak on 
the lake. The access 
ramps and parking 
which will provide 
access to the lake 
can also be utilized 
to improve the 
traffic in and around 

Ridge Hill Village - but that will be 
the subject of a future e- blast” 
   Sprain Lake is a reservoir. Yonkers 
Water and Department of Public 
Works (DPW) Commissioner John 
Liszewski is responsibility over its 
maintenance. A surrounding golf 
course and parkland falls under 
Westchester County’s jurisdiction.
   No “vessel” is permitted upon its 
water. Despite that fact, Lesnick 
decided to launch a canoe onto 
the pristine waters without prior 
authorization from anyone.
   On May 14, 2007, this reporter 
approached Chuck Lesnick at the 
Special Meeting of the Yonkers 
Democrats at which they would 
choose Dennis Robertson as 
successor to the announced 
withdrawal of the Honorable Judge 

Students, parents and teachers from Osborn Elementary School made a class trip to Albany in early May to 
visit the State Capitol and learn more about New York State government. The group toured the New York State 

Museum, and sat in seats on the floor of the State Assembly Chamber while Assemblyman George Latimer, a Rye 
resident, told them about the workings of the state legislature. The class also visited the New York State Senate 
and took a group picture on the impressive Million Dollar Staircase of the Capitol Building, originally opening 

in 1879. Latimer was joined by Assembly Sergeant-of -Arms Wayne Jackson (left) for the group photo.

Latimer Tours Capitol with  
Osborn Elementary School Students

NEW YORK, NY -- Michael J. 
Garcia, the United States Attorney 
for the Southern District of 
New York, announced that two 
defendants, one soldier and one 
capo of the Genovese Organized 
Crime Family, pleaded guilty 
today in Manhattan federal court, 
before United States Magistrate 
Judge Henry Pitman, to conspiracy 
to commit murder and extortion, 
respectively. According documents 
filed in Manhattan federal court and 
the defendant’s plea proceedings:
   Pasquale Deluca, a/k/a “Scop,” a 
soldier in the Genovese Organized 
Crime Family (“Genovese Crime 
Family”), pleaded guilty to an 
Information which charged him 
with conspiring to murder Ralph 
Coppola. In September of 1998, the 
then-Acting Boss of the Genovese 

Soldier in Genovese 
Organized Crime 

Family Pleads Guilty to 
Conspiracy Murder  

Capo Pleads Guilty To Extortion
Crime Family, Frank Serpico, a/k/
a “Farby,” authorized the murder 
of Ralph Coppola, a Soldier in 
the Genovese Crime Family, with 
the consent of other leaders of the 
Family. Later the same month, at 
Serpico’s instruction, Deluca met 
with Ralph Coppola in the Bronx, 
New York. Following that meeting, 
Ralph Coppola was murdered by 
members and associates of the 
Genovese Crime Family.
   During his guilty plea allocution, 
Deluca admitted belonging to the 
criminal enterprise described in the 
Information, namely the Genovese 
Crime Family, and that he helped 
to arrange a meeting in the Bronx 
between another participant in the 
conspiracy and Ralph Coppola, 
after which Ralph Coppola was 

Weir Only Human

By Bob Weir
  
   In this column, I’d like to deal with 
some political and racial realities we 
face in the next presidential election. 
Every time I see an interview with 
the senator from Illinois, I think 
about the commentary that often 
follows. Most of the talk is about 
his chances of being elected as the 
first African-American president 
of the U.S. I suppose, given the 
longstanding, albeit bigoted view 
that one drop of black blood makes 
a person an African-American, Mr. 
Obama’s white mother has been 
inexplicably transfused out of the 
equation. Anyone of discernment 
should wonder why he’s not 

Obama and Clinton, 
Challenging History

simply an American running for 
the office, or, if consanguinity 
must be a relevant factor, a black-
white American running for office. 
Additionally, we could strive to 
determine exactly how much dark 
pigmentation is allowable in the 
mainstream thought regarding color 
predilections. I suppose Mr. Obama 
would be considered a light-skinned 
black as opposed to a dark-skinned 

white. Does anyone else see the 
obvious racist component in that 
view?  
   Of course, none of the above 
is to insinuate that Obama is the 
best candidate to lead us in the 
next several years; it is merely an 
observation about the way in which 
the dialogue is framed. Although 
the senator is a formidable 
candidate with all the right moves 
for a guy with limited experience 
in national politics, he still has one 
serious obstacle to his presidential 
ambitions. No, I don’t mean his 
race; I mean the other candidate 
who would be a “first” in American 
politics, Hillary Clinton. Although 

Cardinal Egan Makes Surprise 
Yonkers Visit

Edward Cardinal Egan exuber-
antly introduced himself to Police 
Officer Charles DeMatteo when 

departing Magnificat.

Edward Cardinal Egan then intro-
duced himself to Joan Gronowski,  
candidate for  Yonkers City Coun-

cil Member of the 3rd District.

Edward Cardinal Egan standing 
beside Steve Ploski as he shows 

an edition of  
Westchester Times Tribune. 

Photos courtesy of Hezi Aris.

YONKERS, NY -- Edward 
Cardinal Egan made a surprise 
visit Yonkers, stopping at 86 Main 

Street, the home of Magnificat, a 
publishing company, to bless their 
staff. During his short visit, he 

greeted numerous people in the 
Yonkers downtown area.



MAY 24, 2007PAGE 2 WESTCHESTER TIMES TRIBUNE

Op-Ed
WESTCHESTER  

TIMES TRIBUNE LLC
55 Main Street

Yonkers, NY 10701-2739

Tel: 1-914 / 378.1433,  
ext 235

Fax: 1-914 / 378.0008

Published every Thursday.
 

News Desk
Advertising Sales

Subscription Services
WTTeditor@gmail.com  

Co-Publishers
Hezi Aris

Joseph F. Spiezio, III

Editor-in-Chief
Hezi Aris

Columnists:

 Digital Gaming
Cam Bock

Digitally Speaking
Jim Thomas

EarthTalk
Editors of E  

The Environmental Magazine

Education Matters  
Dr. Ed U. Cator

Employment
Chris Russell

Epiphany Park
Zuri A. Stanback

The Feiner Report
Greenburgh Town Supervisor 

Paul Feiner

Government
Diane M. Grassi

HabitForce
Matthew Cossolotto

The Hezitorial
Hezi Aris

In Tune
John T. Bock

Like Klockwork
Joe Klock, Sr.

New York Civic
Henry J. Stern

The Senator’s Message
Jeff Klein

Shifting Gears
Roger Witherspoon

The Spoof
Gail and Rita Farrelly

Sports
Richie Nestro

Travel
Barbara Barton Sloane

View From Albany
Assemblyman 

George Latimer

Vox Populi
Vox Populi

Weir Only Human
Bob Weir

The WesFoodie’s: 
 Eating in the Burbs

Jack 8. Kirby

Worship
Pastor Anthony Iovine

 

Advertising Sales
Display Advertising

Jeff Lee

Production
Production / Art Director

Frank Shevetone

The Progressive Liberal 
Crusader

By
Zuri A. Stanback
 www.urbanshout.com

The Hezitorial

From Page 1
Arthur Doran from the Yonkers 
mayoral race, to ask why he chose 
to alight a craft onto the waters of 
Sprain Lake when he knew it was 
illegal. Lesnick said, “Show me the 
law!”
   “Besides,” he said, “as we 
traversed over County land, we 
asked people on the golf course 
grounds the best way to reach the 
water’s edge. When they did so, I 
took that to imply their approval,” 
continued Lesnick.
   At the Yonkers Chamber of 
Commerce breakfast the next 
morning, this reporter spoke to 
Mayor Amicone about the incident. 
Mayor Amicone confirmed that he 
did admonish Lesnick for his action 

The Saga (a la Ridge Hill) of Lesnick the Liar 
Yonkers City Council President Places Yonkers and County in Untenable Legal Conundrum for Sake of Photo-Op

and that Lesnick stated he would 
not repeat it.  Yet when this reporter 
advised that Lesnick claimed that 
Commissioner John Liszewski 
suggested Lesnick only needed a 
fishing license to set a vessel onto 
Sprain Lake, Mayor Amicone 
interjected saying, “Lesnick never 
asked for a license prior to placing 
the canoe on the water!” Lesnick 
is caught in his first lie over this 
incident.
   Lesnick had said the night before 
that he asked Liszewski if he 
should get the $1.00 permit, but 
that Liszewski said, “You won’t 
need it.” 
   Lesnick is caught in a second lie. 
   Lesnick the Liar advised Mayor 
Amicone that he would not again 

commit similar conduct after being 
admonished by him. Yet when this 
reporter asked Lesnick further what 
his intention was, Lesnick said, “I 

want to invite the Empire Games 
to use Sprain Lake this summer.” 
Lesnick the Liar is caught in a third 
lie.
   Would it be too much to ask 
Westchester County Police 
Department to arrest Yonkers 
City Council President Chuck 
Lesnick for trespassing on County 
land? Would it be too much to ask 
Yonkers Police Department to arrest 
Yonkers City Council President 
Chuck Lesnick for trespassing on 
Sprain Lake?
   Would it be too much to ask 
Shelley Mayer, Esq. to teach her 
son Aaron Smith destined to study 
law to abide by the law rather than 
to break it?
   Would it be too much to ask for 

Sarah Lawrence College to employ 
a communication director who 
knows enough to not prostitute the 
venerable institution’s name by not 
engaging in trespassing on County 
land and paddling on Sprain Lake? 
Is this the example that warrants 
a $45,000 yearly tuition by each 
member of its student body? 
   While the Yonkers City Council 
President may wish to spin this 
confrontation as one between his 
office and that of the Mayor of 
Yonkers, in reality, it is his hubris 
that deserves to be spun out of 
town.
   We leave you until the next episode 
of the saga of Lesnick the Liar.

I have no doubt in my mind that 
America is ready for a black Chief 
Executive; I believe we may be even 
more ready for a woman in the Oval 
Office. Sadly, we haven’t arrived at 
a time in this country when gender 
and race are not considered valid 
reasons to cast a ballot. Yet, in our 
ambition to be a progressive nation, 
we often think in terms of doing that 
which has not been done before. 
   Other countries, including Britain, 
our strongest ally, have had women 
at the helm, so why are we so far 
behind? Perhaps it’s because of a 
centuries- old tradition regarding 
male-female roles in society and 
the sense of order that seemed to 
result from such regimentation. 
However, the last few decades have 
irreversibly changed those roles 
and rules. As for black Americans, 
they have proven themselves in 
government, business, education 
and the military, so why haven’t 
they been viewed as presidential 
timber all these years? One could 
argue that it’s because people like 
Al Sharpton and Jesse Jackson 
have sucked all the oxygen out of 
the black political landscape, giving 
whites the impression they are the 
best that the black race has to offer. 
   Suddenly, a Barack Obama enters 
the mainstream of election hopefuls 
and the formerly “set in their ways” 
white majority senses a shift in their 
thinking about blacks. They’re not 
all like the aforementioned hustlers 
who use every black-white conflict 
as another racial crowbar to pry 
open the bankbooks of intimidated 
Caucasian-owned enterprises. The 
fact that Mr. Sharpton appears 

Obama And Clinton, 
Challenging History

From Page 1 to be leaning toward a Clinton 
endorsement can only be beneficial 
to Obama because serious blacks 
don’t take the “Reverend” seriously 
and progressive whites will view 
such linkage with disdain. 
I’m convinced that most white 
Americans have advanced too 
far in the last few decades to 
adamantly refuse to vote for a 
candidate simply on the basis of his 
skin color. Furthermore, I believe 
that most whites would rejoice in 
having the opportunity to vote for 
a black that they viewed as the best 
choice among the selection offered. 
Inasmuch as every candidate is 
doing the usual political two-step 
and saying what they think most of 
the electorate wants to hear, Senator 
Obama appears to be at least as 
good as anyone else. If he can beat 
Clinton in the Primaries and secure 
the nomination, he will have proven 
his ability to bridge the racial divide, 
at least on the part of Democrats. 
The same goes for Clinton; if she 
becomes the standard bearer for her 
party, it will signal that Democrats 
are not sexist. If either one of them 
becomes the nominee, it will be 
viewed as a sign of progress in 
America; the first woman or the first 
black to have a serious chance to 
reside in the most hallowed of halls 
on Pennsylvania Avenue. The GOP 
will need a mighty strong nominee 
to keep history from being made. 

Bob Weir is a contributing 
columnist to Yonkers Tribune and 

Westchester Times Tribune. . 
BobWeir777@aol.com.

By Jason Gooljar
 
   I can remember assignments in 
elementary school for which we 
had to do book reports. I recall not 
being very good at them. For some 
reason I could never get the format 
for a book report down correctly. 
Maybe I did not understand the 
concept or displayed some of that 
ole schoolboy “I hate homework” 
mentality a bit too much then. 
However, since the proprietor of a 
website geared towards economics 
called Bull! (not bull) (http://
www.bullnotbull.com/) asked me 
to write a book review on a book 
I recommended to him. I had to 
oblige. That book (it’s a film as 
well) is titled Maxed Out and its 
author is James Scurlock.  
   With the recent news of the 
increasing amount of defaults 
within the subprime lending market, 
it is no revelation that America is in 
for some rough sailing. We are in a 
crisis of debt in more ways than one. 
You only need to look at our federal 
budget and trade deficits to realize 
that we have become addicted to 
borrowing and spending. Now it 
is foreign nations like China that 
hold our debt and we are not as 
independent as one may think. It is 
said that every child born into this 
nation will already have $30,000 
of that national debt laid upon their 
tiny little shoulders.  
   It is with this overarching theme 
of a nation in debt that Scurlock, 
who studied at the Wharton School 
of Business, approaches this book. 
What is important however is not 
only taking a look at the people 
who end up with a lot of debt i.e. 
credit card bills, but also the banks 
that sell people the products to get 
them there in the first place. From 
reading this book you will come 
to realize that financial institutions 
have a lot of money to be made by 
selling debt, no matter the credit 
risk. This means that anyone is fair 
game. From the college freshmen 
who have just moved away from 
home for the first time; to the 
adult headed for or just emerging 
from bankruptcy. We also learn 
that banks don’t really like people 
who pay off their debt all at once! 
While this may sound ironic, they 
make their money from the interest 
paid on the debt and the many ways 
they can jack up that rate on you 
as you remain in their clutches. It 
appears that your traditional loans 
are simply not cutting it anymore. 
Throughout the book Scurlock 
highlights cases of families whose 
lives have been ruined from getting 
into debt. There’s the mother who 
commits suicide once the reality 

A Book Review: 
Maxed Out by James Scurlock

of her credit reports are made 
known to her husband. The credit 
cards were easy for her to obtain 
and she used them just to get by it 
would seem. There’s also the more 
gruesome scenario that involved a 
young man, who after racking up 
credit card debt, goes on to kill his 
family. He supposedly snaps from 
the pressure of working more than 
one “Mcjob” to pay off his debt and 
from the complaints and threats of 
his parents. While obviously this 
is not normal and clearly there 
was something wrong with this 
individual to respond in this manner. 
He was brought into the debt trap 
like so many other young people 
his age. Too many young people are 
being led into debt through credit 
cards without fully understanding 
the situation. Worst of all these 
banks don’t care anymore about 
credit worthiness in the first 
place. It used to be that you had to 
qualify for a loan and be seen as 
responsible before credit would be 
extended to you.  How does giving 
people credit that should not have it 
in the first place help anyone? The 
term predatory lending is more than 
easily applied in these situations. 
In the book we also hear from a 
former bank manager who sheds 
light on the fact that big banks have 
changed dramatically into debt 
sellers and away from community 
development and putting people 
first. “Jon was nothing more than 
a cheerleader for mortgages, car 
loans, credit insurance, credit 
cards, and all of the other financial 
products that banks package.” 
Before that his job resembled 
that of a small town banker. He 
talked about saving people from 
getting into debt and looking out 
for them. After all the acquisitions 
and mergers, that is no longer the 
case. As the book says “The game 
is delivering credit (the enabler) 
as efficiently as possible to the 
maximum number of consumers and 
converting that credit into debt (the 
product). What’s really important, 
then, is being the low-cost provider. 

And to do that, you must maximize 
your economies of scale: You must 
get bigger and bigger and you must 
become ruthlessly efficient at every 
level of the company. This is why 
Wal-Mart is trying so hard to build 
a bank, and why the big banks are 
so zealously lobbying against it.” 
While I cannot obviously cover the 
many things this book goes into it is 
indeed recommended reading. One 
of the more important lessons to 
learn is that Americans are taking on 
more debt just to get by. This means 
that wages and income have not 
kept up and this is a real problem. 
Even reworking bankruptcy like 
the banking industry did with the 
bankruptcy bill in Congress. It 
does nothing to solve the eventual 
trajectory we’re on. That is when 
they can’t pay, when they default; 
and even preventing them from 
claming bankruptcy does not allow 
you to squeeze more money from 
them. Where will the banks be then? 
Isn’t it better to lend to people who 
will pay you back in the first place?  

Visit Jason Gooljar, at
http://www.jasongooljar.com 
the progressive liberal on a 

crusade!online.

NEW ROCHELLE, NY – 
Greenburgh Town Supervisor Paul 
Feiner will speak before the WVOX-
1460 AM radio microphones this 
Tuesday, May 29th, from 10:05 am 
through 11:00 am, with host Hezi 
Aris and Audre Caponetto. You 
may listen to the show live by way 
of live streaming audio technology 
through your computer. The call-in 
talk show format is one in which we 
shamelessly solicit your input. Call 
us at 914-636-0110. Those who call 
are asked to please stay on topic.

“On the Level” 
with Hezi Aris 

on WVOX-1460 AM 
Radio - May 29, 2007
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Like Klockwork

Ready,
“Radio achieves its 

highest calling when it 

resembles a platform, a 

forum for the expression 

of many different 

viewpoints …” 
-A.J. Parkinson 

                 

WHITNEY RADIO 

(914) 636-1460 

By Henry J. Stern  

  
NEW YORK, NY -- We had not 
intended to write today (May 17, 
2007), since we sent a column 
yesterday on congestion pricing and 
the assembly of world leaders that 
came to New York City on behalf 
of the environment. However, May 
17 is a particularly sad anniversary 
in New York City’s fiscal history.  
The event escapes recent memory, 
but its effects grow greater as time 
passes.  Return with us now to that 
chilling day of yesteryear.  From 
out of the past come the thundering 
hoofbeats of the great horse. 
   Eight years ago today, on May 17, 
1999, Assembly Speaker Sheldon 
Silver steamrolled the repeal of the 
commuter tax through the New York 
State Assembly.  The tax, which was 
levied at the rate of 45/100 of one 
per cent of the salary of people who 
did not live in the City of New York 
but worked here, had brought in 
over three hundred million dollars 
a year to the City of New York, a 
sum that would have increased 
substantially due to inflation and 
prosperity.   The rationale for the tax 
was that commuters received police, 
fire, sanitation and other services 
while they were in the city, and 
should therefore pay a small share 
(about ten per cent) of what city 
residents pay in the city income tax.  
   The cumulative sum the city 
has lost due to this one legislative 
decision is now estimated at four 

billion dollars, and increases 
by a larger sum each year.  The 
legislature’s vote to repeal the 
tax  moved the city budget further 
from the structural balance which 
mayors have sought to attain.  In 
addition, the legislature has passed 
numerous pension enhancements 
and other mandates which the state 
did not fund, leaving the financial 
responsibility to the city, which 
Albany deals with as a large piñata 
which may be punctured as well. 
   To be fair, the State Senate and 
Governor Pataki also supported 
repeal of the tax.  They are upstate 
Republicans and the commuter tax 
affects some of them adversely.  
It is the Democratic majority in 
the State Assembly that we look 
to protect the interests of New 
York City.  If the city is unable to 
secure its fair share of additional 
state funds, the least the Assembly 
can do is to see to it that the city 
is not injured by damaging new 
legislation aimed at our tax base. 
   In the Spring of 1997, there was 
a special election for a state senate 
vacancy in Rockland County, 
caused by the departure of the 
Democratic incumbent.  For stories 
about a previous Democratic state 
senator from Rockland, Google 
Linda Winikow.  The Republican 
candidate to fill the vacancy came 
out for repeal of the commuter 
tax, which is predictable.  So did 
the Democrat.  The Republican 
then challenged the Democrat to 

get his house, the 
Assembly, to go 
along with repeal.  
   The Speaker 
swallowed the bait, 
and pressured New 
York City Democrats 
under thumb to 
support the bill.  His 
deputy, Manhattan 
Assemblyman and 
County Leader 
Denny Farrell, 
co-operated with 
Silver, but a number 
of local Democrats rebelled.  
The roll calls in each house 
follow at the end of this article.  
   It is alleged that Silver’s decision 
was based in part on personal 
animus toward Mayor Giuliani, who 
held the Speaker in ill-concealed 
contempt.  Mayor Giuliani felt that 
way about a number of people, as did 
Mayor Koch.  I do not know what 
is inside Mayor Bloomberg’s mind, 
but he generally holds his tongue 
when speaking of other political 
leaders, and that may be a virtue 
in terms of protecting the City of 
New York from the rage of others.  
   However, if a person believes 
public service to be a noble 
and honest profession, and acts 
honorably in his/her own affairs, it 
is impossible to have high regard 
for those who degrade the offices 
they hold through conflicts of 
interest, submission to lobbyists, 
failure to supervise employees, 

Thundering Hoofbeats  
Eight Years Ago Today 5.17.99 Commuter Tax was Repealed by Speaker Silver’s Assembly; Loss to NYC So Far: $4 Billion

politically motivated 
appropriations for 
pork barrel projects, 
and other varieties 
of inappropriate 
b e h a v i o r .  
   Nonetheless, there 
is value in discretion, 
and part of the game 
is going with the 
public pretense that 
officials, especially 
those of the same 
party, like and 
respect each other. In 

reality, their personal feelings are 
often quite the opposite, sometimes 
because of personal rivalry, and 
sometimes on the ground of ethical 
deficiencies by some practitioners.  
What is particularly frustrating to 
the good guys is that bad behavior is 
no barrier to political success.  Bad 
guys are often more ingratiating 
and better infighters than reformers, 
who can be arrogant wonks and 
nerds convinced of their own super-
powers and consequently disdainful 
of others.  Public probity does not 
correlate with personal charm.  
Please do not ask us to graph it. 
   In any event, the Speaker will have 
great influence over determining 
mayoral control over the schools, 
a decision to be made in 2009.  
He has significant power over the 
state budget, and the clout to pass, 
or not to pass, all state legislation.  
The chances are that, having bested 
the governor in their first clash, 

he will co-operate to the extent he 
thinks appropriate in the interest if a 
strong Democratic showing in 2008 
and the capture of the State Senate.  
Silver also has more support in his 
own caucus because has supported 
them against a governor who some 
view as arbitrary, arrogant and 
abusive.  Others think Spitzer is the 
last, best hope for reform of a rotten 
government; that he was elected 
with a sweeping majority, and that 
he should be given a chance to be an 
effective governor.  The points being 
made are not mutually exclusive.  
   Some, probably most, legislators 
are honest and decent, within 
reason.  Others take money and 
favors for their votes, whether 
through their campaign committee, 
which is legal, or directly, which is 
a crime. Pay-for-play behavior is 
not necessarily legally punishable, 
but its prevalence is an open sore on 
government.    What is unusual with 
regard to the repeal of the commuter 
tax on May 17, 1999, is that the vote 
was not the result of pressure from 
lobbyists or contributors, the usual 
suspects in matters of this sort.  
The push came from the Speaker’s 
office, and the obedience of the 
slavish munchkins who wanted to 
be or stay on his good side.  They 
voted to repeal the tax despite its 
enormous cost to the city some of 
them are supposed to represent. 
    Revenge for petty slights is a 
predictable part of politics, and it 
may not, on occasion, be altogether 

unjustified.  But four billion dollars 
is a terribly high price for the City 
of New York to have to pay for one 
man’s nose being put out of joint by 
one other man, probably unwittingly. 
It is an extravagant price even if 
you throw in the Rockland County 
senate seat which the Democrats lost 
anyway, which is what they deserved. 
   Here are the roll calls in the 
Senate and Assembly.  We have 
not yet identified the districts of 
all the legislators who supported 
or opposed repeal, but some 
names of people who have since 
left the legislature stand out. 
FOR REPEAL; State 
Senator David A. Paterson, 
now Lieutenant Governor 
AGAINST REPEAL; State Senator 
Roy M. Goodman, now president 
of the United Nations Development 
Corporation;   State Senator Marty 
Markowitz,  now Brooklyn Borough 
President Assemblyman Pete 
Grannis, now State Commissioner 
of Environmental Conservation;   
Assemblyman Scott Stringer, now 
Manhattan Borough President; 
Assemblyman Eric Vitaliano, now 
a United States District Judge for 
the Eastern District of New York.  
He is a Staten Islander. 

Henry Stern is president of New 
York Civic (www.NYCivic.org) and 

a blogger on public issues. 
He was New York City’s Parks 
Commissioner for fifteen years 

under Mayors Koch and Giuliani.

By Joe Klock, Sr.
 
   Periodically, for reasons as 
obvious as Cyrano’s schnozzola, the 
hawkers of stocks, bonds, mutual 
funds and other Wallstreetian grab-
bags take pot shots at real estate 
as a vehicle for acquiring wealth. 
   They characterize it as risky, 
unreliable, illiquid and too complex 
for the average Joe and Jane to 
contemplate - a classic example 
of the kettle calling the pot black. 
   Clearly, both real estate 
and securities dealings can 
be as mystifying as an IRS 
ruling or a composed-in-China 
instruction manual, but there 
are certain basic facts common 
to both that even a grade school 
dropout can grasp and act upon. 
   One of these is that risk and reward 
go as inseparably hand-in-hand as 
young lovers and elderly myopics. 
   Neither on Wall Street nor 
Shady Lane are there sure-fire 
shortcuts to Fat City; spectacular 
paths to great gains are 
inescapably pitted with potholes 
of equally great (or greater) loss. 
   This pain is being felt even as I 
write and as you read by amateur 
day-traders in the stock market 
and inexperienced contract-
flippers in Florida’s condo-land. 
   In both cases, they are “investing” 
(to use the term loosely) in ventures 
over which they have almost no 

Start Building Your Small (Homemade) Fortune
control and in 
an environment 
wherein which 
they have even 
less. Such 
activities are 
not too distantly 
related to 
shooting craps 
and playing 
the lottery. 
   Our objective 
here is not to 
venture into the 
jungles of  high-
stakes or high-
tech investment 
strategies, but 
rather to espouse a sound suggestion 
for those on the lower rungs of 
the ladder toward an eventually 
comfortable and reliable net worth. 
   That advice is simply 
this: “Start by putting your 
money where your house is.” 
   Four out of five Americans over 
age 65 own homes and, typically, 
the equities therein represent the 
heftiest chunk of their wealth.  
   This also tends to be so in the middle 
economic echelons; substantial 
securities involvement more likely 
to be found in the higher strata. 
   Just as only those who can afford 
to lose should “play” the stock 
market or belly up to the Baccarat 
tables in Vegas, those with limited 
assets should steer clear of highly-

leveraged real 
estate deals and 
the “get rich” 
gimmicks touted 
in traveling 
s e m i n a r s . 
(Gotta wonder 
sometimes why, 
if their ideas are 
so great, they’re 
hustling bucks 
on the speaking 
c i r c u i t . ) 
   Similarly, 
just “stashing it 
away” in savings 
account make it 
likely that folks 

will run out of money before running 
out of need in their Geezer years. 
(After taxes and inflation, passbook 
savings are only a slightly wiser 
investment than the cookie jar.) 
   As homes increase in value, they 
do so without immediate tax impact 
and with attractive opportunities to 
defer and even avoid capital gains. 
   Ah, but will those increases resume 
after the present pause in some 
areas? The answer is in another 
question: When did they NOT do so? 
   Those who favor investment in 
securities trout out charts that show 
the growth and yields of stocks 
and bonds keeping pace with home 
values. I neither understand these 
reports nor have I thus far found a 
shred of evidence to support them 

in the adult portion of my 80 years. 
   In some of these projections, 
purportedly, stocks outperformed 
real estate over several recent 
decades, apparently assuming that 
owners of the former medium never 
sold a security and could  thereafter 
invest only the after-tax proceeds.  
   They also appeared to assume 
that the investment boats of all 
investors rose with the same tide. 
That is to say that if both stocks 
and homes went up in value by, 
say, five percent in a given  year, 
both the owners of a $200,000 
portfolio and a home of equal value 
were $10,000 richer at year’s end.  
   Not so amigo. If those homeowners 
had a $100,000 mortgage, they 
enjoyed a 10% return on their 
actual equity. Also, they got to live 
IN their investment, if not yet on it. 
   Don’t get me wrong; when 
the time is right and the dues 
have been paid, it makes nothing 
but sense to have a diversified 
investment portfolio, combining the 
advantages that each medium has to 
offer and providing a comfortable 
income stream for retirement. 
   It takes time, patience, 
perseverance and, sometimes, 
sacrifice to reach that stress-free 
plateau of financial independence. 
   The path to Easy Street is sometimes 
difficult and frequently fraught 
with detours, but the easiest place 
to start is the place where you live. 
   Take stock on that advice, folks...
it has served me and Firstwife very 
well!
  
Freelance wordworker Joe Klock, 

Sr. (joeklock@aol.com) has 
published a new book entitled 

“The Real World Of Selling Real 
Estate.” Details may be found at 

www.joeklock.com.

May 17, at 440 Franklin Avenue.  
QFI, Inc., a Mount Vernon-based, 
full service property development 
and real estate management 
company, will build and manage 
all aspects of the project. 
   The Roosevelt at Franklin, is a 
luxury, twelve story, Manhattan-style 
condominium. It will offer state-of-
the-art amenities exclusively for 
its residents, including concierge 
services, a fitness center, an 
executive conference room and 
more.  Located near a Metro-North 
train station, the complex is also 
a short drive to Manhattan and 
close to all major highways.  The 
Roosevelt at Franklin is the latest 
in a series of QFI’s development 
projects.  One of the firm’s 
greatest accomplishments is its 
recent construction of Westchester 
County’s first affordable Smart 
Homes.  These homes offer the latest 
and most convenient automated 
security and entertainment 
alternatives. They also provide the 
capabilities to augment security 
for the residents by adding features 
that can be activated, monitored 
and controlled automatically or 
remotely through a PC, laptop 
or even a hand-held device. 
   QFI has also been instrumental 
in the restoration of the Union 
Lane neighborhood.  QFI’s three 
developments in this area – Union 
Lane, Franklin Crest and now The 

Roosevelt at Franklin - are helping 
to unify and build the community.   
As these developments are 
connected by the street, Union 
Lane, both residents and the general 
public will appreciate the exciting 
unification QFI’s work represents.   
   A very tangible result of QFI’s 
residential developments has 
been the increased market value 
of housing on the south side of 
Mount Vernon.  QFI’s new and 
restored homes have helped to 
change the image of this previously 
neglected area and attracted a 
strong pool of potential buyers who 
are investing in the community 
   According to Horton, The 
Roosevelt at Franklin is a 
reflection of QFI, Inc.’s slogan, 
“We Don’t Just Build Homes, We 
Build Communities.”   Horton’s 
development firm continues to 
make community revitalization 
and development a top priority.  He 
believes The Roosevelt at Franklin 
is yet another important example 
of Mount Vernon’s ongoing 
economic growth.

From Page 1

Mayor Davis
Presides Over

Groundbreaking
Ceremony
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Dear Fellow Democrat & Believer in Yonkers, 

It’s time for us to say goodbye to the past and step into the

future – it’s time for change!

When I announced for Mayor in December I told you I would be in the primary to win. Today, nearly 6 
months later, I am proud to tell I still am in it to win it!  Polls show that I am the Democrat who can win in 
November and rid Yonkers of the more than 3  years of stagnation and lack of leadership that has held 
us back. Polls show that I am in a statistical dead heat with the Mayor. Polls say that Yonkers needs a 
Mayor who will: 

• Listen, Lead, Deliver on what he says 
• Stand up to the special interests and bring smart, new development opportunities 

that will provide maximum benefit for the City. 
• Take on the  responsibility for making our schools worthy of our children 
• Know it is the people’s money - not the Mayor’s largess - that is spent by the 

City. 
• Include the public in the decision-making process, making Yonkers government 

truly open and fully transparent 
• Stop the use of City resources for personal self promotion 
• Understand that if you don’t feel safe then Yonkers isn’t safe enough – we need 

to put more police on  our neighborhood streets 

Between now and election day I will: discuss ways to make Yonkers safer, outline measures that will 
open up Yonkers’ government and make it truly transparent, insist that we redevelop our City for the 
benefit of the people and not for campaign contributors and special interests.  And, most importantly I’ll 
act upon what I say and deliver on what I promise! 

What Yonkers has taught me compels me to run for Mayor.  

• Yonkers needs a Mayor who is as vibrant, passionate & energetic as the City 
• Yonkers must move from the edge of promise to the fulfillment of its potential 
• Past deeds are not the cure for Yonkers’ current needs 

To have a brighter, more prosperous tomorrow Yonkers needs a Mayor who is in touch with the realities 
of today. As a child, I learned: if you don’t stand up for what you believe then you really don’t stand for 
anything; Working as a City Council Member I have seen firsthand that Yonkers needs a Mayor who will 
be a leader, find solutions and fight for the people’s interest. It is time to step forward and act. The hope 
Yonkers needs for tomorrow and the solutions we must implement today won’t be found in the despair of 
an era that must come to an end. Yonkers is ready for change. Working together, we can finally claim 
Yonkers’ future. On Primary Day, Tuesday September 11

th
, please vote for me. I will never stop working 

to earn and keep your trust and support. 

Sincerely, 

Dennis M. Robertson

BUFFALO, NY --  Assembly 
Member Sam Hoyt (D-Buffalo) 
convened a hearing last week on 
the issue of statewide Industrial 
Development Agency Reform. 
Dozens of representatives from 
community, labor, academic, 
and environmental organizations 
gathered before the public hearing 
at a press conference organized by 
the Coalition for Economic Justice, 
to express broad-based support 
for statewide IDA reform. Those 
gathered proceeded to the public 
hearing to offer testimony based 
on a 9-point reform platform. The 
platform is highlighted in a report 
released last week by New York 
Jobs with Justice which reveals that 
IDAs are providing aid to companies 
that cut jobs, while costing millions 
in local and school tax revenues.
   Assembly Member Hoyt called 
the hearing in response to the 
problems with IDAs outlined in the 
New York Jobs with Justice Report, 
“Getting Our Money’s Worth: 
The Case for IDA Reform in New 
York State.” The nine-point reform 
agenda includes business standards 
for all IDA-subsidized projects, 
accountability measures to ensure 
the efficient use of tax dollars, and 
transparency reforms for the IDA 
decision-making process.
The report highlights the inefficient 
use of tax dollars to subsidize 
companies that fail to meet job 
creation goals. In 2005 alone, 
IDAs gave out nearly $385 million 
in tax exemptions to companies 
in exchange for a commitment to 
create jobs; however, the report 
reveals that nearly half of these 
projects either did not meet their 
job creation targets or actually 
cut jobs. Local governments and 
schools lost $266 million dollars in 
exchange for little or no benefit to 
local communities.
   Assembly Member Hoyt selected 
Erie County for the hearing, 
highlighting the particular relevance 
of IDA reform in Western New 
York. IDAs in this region allocated 
$39 million in tax exemptions, 
or 10% of the statewide total. 
However, 68% of the projects in 

Assembly Hearing on Industrial 
Development Agencies Draws Wide 

Support for IDA Reform 
Dozens of Community, Labor, and Environmental Advocates Testify in 

Support of a 9-Point IDA Reform Agenda

Western New York were failing in 
terms of job creation and only 45% 
of the promised jobs were actually 
created. 
   “Western New York’s IDAs are 
failing to meet their economic 
development goals of creating good 
employment in our communities. 
Instead what we have in place 
today is corporate welfare. We have 
a system of ‘no-strings attached’ 
deals. Reform is necessary to curtail 
private disinvestment and restore 
public priorities,” said Allison 
Duwe, Director of the Coalition for 
Economic Justice.
   The hearing elicited a wide range 
of testimony from local advocates 
for IDA reform, emphasizing 
the need to for statewide IDA 
policies. Representatives from 
labor unions advocated for the need 
for prevailing and living wages, 
as well as regional hiring and 
apprenticeship requirements for all 
IDA-subsidized projects. Currently, 
there are no wage levels required 
for IDA projects, resulting in low-
wage jobs with little opportunity for 
career advancement. These policies 
would ensure that IDAs subsidize 
projects that create high-quality 
jobs.
   Richard Lipsitz Jr, speaking on 
behalf of the WNY Area Labor 
Federation AFL-CIO, noted that 
“IDAs should be working to 
attract responsible businesses that 
create high-quality jobs with good 
wages and opportunities for career 
advancement. We need prevailing 
and living wages, and for IDAs to 
support local hiring through their 

projects. We cannot afford to have 
more jobs go to workers that are not 
from our regions or even from our 
state.”
   Environmental advocates testified 
in support of the proposed anti-
sprawl and green-building policies 
outlined in the 9-point agenda. A 
forthcoming report by Good Jobs 
First will map the IDA projects 
in Erie and Niagara Counties, 
illustrating the geographic 
disparities in the allocation of IDA 
tax exemptions. The report, to be 
released next week, supports the 
need for environmental regulations 
on IDA projects to protect open 
and natural spaces and promote 
conservation.
   Local elected officials and 
community advocates also provided 
testimony in favor of accountability 
and transparency policies. 
These include subsidy recapture 
mechanisms, known as “clawbacks” 
to recover IDA subsidies from 
companies that do not fulfill their 
contract commitments. In addition, 
testimony was given on the need for 
improved IDA reporting, as over 
half of the IDA projects in 2005 did 
not provide adequate data to assess 
their job creation performance. 
“If the businesses receiving tax 
breaks can’t be bothered to report 
on their performance then they 
don’t deserve a tax break. It’s 
that simple,” said Deacon James 
Anderson, Board Chair for Citizen 
Action and a member of the Buffalo 
Living Wage Commission.
   At a press conference held in 
Albany the prior week, Assembly 
Member Hoyt illustrated a 
commitment to IDA reform and 
solutions for improved subsidy 
allocation. As Chair of the 
Local Governments Committee, 
which oversees IDAs, Assembly 
Member Hoyt intends to introduce 
comprehensive reform legislation 
this session. Powers of the IDAs 
will expire at the end of June, thus 
requiring that the Legislature take 
action regarding IDAs during this 
legislative session. 

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- County 
Executive Andy Spano has notified 
the Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) that its latest proposal to 
reroute planes operating at the 
Westchester County Airport is still 
unacceptable and must be changed. 
   In a letter to the FAA, Spano says 
that the proposed reassignment of 
air traffic “could undo decades of 
hard work, public understanding 
and good will and is unacceptable.” 
A copy of the letter was also sent 
to Westchester’s federal delegation.  
   Hundreds of thousands of people 
could be affected by noise if the 
routes are changed – but exactly 
who and to what extent remains 
unclear, Spano said. This is because 
the FAA failed to release detailed 
information needed to fully 
understand and comment upon the 
noise impacts until May 9, two 
days before the comment period 
closed. The county’s consultants 
have advised the county that 
they will need another month to 
evaluate the  voluminous data 
that the county was just given.  
    In his letter, the county executive 
complains that the FAA is focused on 
comparing its first plan to its second 

Spano Criticizes FAA Proposal to Re-
Route Aircraft Using County Airport

Says Plans is Unacceptable; Noise in Residential Areas Main Concern
plan – as opposed to comparing the 
latest  plan to current practices.   
   The Spano Administration has 
prided itself on having a “good 
neighbor policy” for its airport, 
which means the county has taken 
many steps over the last eight 
years, often working with the FAA 
and with the airlines, to mitigate 
aircraft noise around the airport.     
   In his letter to the FAA, Spano 
said he continued to have “grave 
concerns” about the adequacy and 
content of a draft environmental 
impact statement (DEIS) on 
the airspace redesign and again 
urged the agency to return to 
the drawing board and prepare a 
supplemental DEIS that addresses 
and clarifies all relevant issues. 
He also requested an extension of 
the comment period – something 
the FAA has so far failed to do. 
   “To not issue a supplemental DEIS 
and to not extend the comment 
period is disgraceful,” he said. 
   The county executive attached to his 
letter a detailed analysis of the Noise 
Mitigation Report, prepared by the 
county’s airport noise consultants. 
But the county’s noise consultants 
in two days could not review the 

voluminous noise data released 
only at the last minute by the FAA.  
   Last summer Spano first 
expressed “great concern over both 
the content and the adequacy” of 
the Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement (DEIS) regarding the 
FAA’s New York/New Jersey/
Philadelphia Metropolitan Area 
Airspace Redesign. At that time 
he urged the FAA to release all the 
information regarding noise impacts 
necessary for informed public 
comment and thereafter to issue a 
Supplemental Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement (DEIS) to 
allow meaningful public input.   
   In April 2007 the FAA, issued a 
Noise Mitigation Report for the 
New York/New Jersey/Philadelphia 
Metropolitan Area Airspace 
Redesign project and announced 
it was proposing the “2001 
Integrated Airspace Mitigated 
Preferred Alternative Variation 
with Integrated Control Complex 
(ICC)” as its preferred alternative. 
It allowed one month – until May 
11, 2007 –  for public comment. 
It has indicated it will not issue a 
Supplemental DEIS.  

YONKERS, NY --State Senator 
Andrea Stewart Cousins passed a 
Legislative Resolution in honor of 
veteran Yonkers Police Detective 
Eddie Lee Armour. The Legislative 
Resolution honoring Detective 
Armour passed the Senate 
overwhelmingly and presented at 
the Annual Police Athletic League 
Luncheon on May 16, 2007 in 
Yonkers. 
   “In celebration of Police Week, 
honoring Detective Eddie Armour 
is certainly the right thing to do. He 
has served the City of Yonkers and 
Westchester County with distinction 
for more than 20-years. Eddie has 
devoted his life’s work to public 
service and continues to contribute 
to the growth of our children and 
the City of Yonkers. I am pleased 
to join my Senate colleagues in 
honoring this local hero,” stated 
Senator Cousins.  
   A graduate of Gorton High School, 
Detective Armour attended the 
Manhattan Technical Institute and 
the R.C.A. School of Electronics. 
In 1972, he was hired as an Electro-

Senator Stewart-Cousins Honors 
Yonkers PBA President Armour with 

Senate Resolution

mechanical Draftsman by the Phelps 
Dodge Cable and Wire Company. 
   In January 1986, Eddie Lee 
Armour began his law enforcement 
career with the Yonkers Police 

Department as a police officer 
in the Fourth Precinct. During 
that time, Eddie Armour served 
as a union delegate and in 1993 
was elected First Vice President. 
In March 2000, he assumed the 
position as President of the Yonekrs 
Police Benevolent Association 
and subsequently elected to three 
terms. 
   During his time as a patrol officer, 
Detective Armour received two 
commendations, four Certificates 
of Excellent Police Work, as well 
as numerous letters and Certificates 
of Appreciation. He has been 
honored by the Yonkers Portuguese 
American Club, the Yonkers 
Beautification Society, the Yonkers 
Exchange Club and Strathmores 
Who’s Who. Detective Armour also 
serves on the Board of Directors for 
the Yonkers Police Athletic League 
and the Affiliate Police Association 
of Westchester County. 
   A devoted family man, Detective 
Armour shares his life with wife 
Veronica and their children DeAnn, 
Dartanya and Joseph. 
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Now give her
something that will last forever...

WESTCHESTER CHRISTIAN WORSHIP CENTER

Acknowledging, Empowering, Impacting
294 Old Mamaroneck Road, White Plains, 914-761-3361

www.WCWC.us

week at the beach

summer camp

a new bicycle

By Andy Wainer 

Monster. CareerBuilder. Yahoo 
Jobs. Hot Jobs. Indeed. America’s 
Job Bank. These are just a few of 
the thousands and thousands of 
Job Search websites. Every day 
millions of jobseekers logon, job 
search, and apply to jobs listed on 
the sites. Yet any Career Counselor 
or Career Specialist worth his or 
her salt recommends that Internet 
Job Search should be only one 
method of job hunting. Why is that?  
   Richard Bolles, author of “What 
Color is Your Parachute,” the best-
selling job hunt book in the world 
for 3 decades (with over 8 million 
copies in print, translated into 
twelve languages), cites studies and 
surveys indicating that only 4-10% 
of those who use only Internet job 
search will find jobs that way. In 
other words, 90-96% of all online 
job hunters finally find their jobs in 
ways other than the Internet. What 
this means is that jobseekers need 
to vary their job search. The optimal 
number of methods to use, according 
to Bolles, is four; however, using 
five or more job search methods 
is better than using just one.  
Networking  The old adage, “It’s 
not what you know, it’s who you 
know,” is more relevant than ever. 
Recent articles in the New York 
Times indicate that upwards of 
60-70% of jobs in many fields 
are obtained by people-to-people 
networking, and Career Specialists 
consider Networking to be the 

Vary Your Job Search for Success
best way to job hunt. The keys 
to successful networking are: 
1. Anybody and everybody should 
be considered a potential contact.  
2. Be a Giver, not just a Taker 
- offer other people information, 
assistance, resources, while you are 
asking them for the same things.  
3. Have a 45-60 second “sales 
pitch” prepared about you. 
4. Ask a lot of questions, listen, learn! 
5. Follow-up and show appreciation. 
This topic merits a separate article - 
for now, read the terrific articles on 
Networking on www.monster.com  
One Stop Career Centers    Many 
jobseekers are not even aware of 
these wonderful Dept. of Labor 
resource centers. One Stops have 
counselors, computers, job listings, 
workshops, etc. For more info and 
locations go to www.labor.state.
ny.us/agencyinfo/local_offices.
shtm. I work in two of them: 
White Plains and Mt. Vernon.  
Employment Agencies  
   In 2006, 2.96 million people 
worked for temporary, temp-to-
perm, and contract agency jobs 
each day in the U.S. The U.S. 
Bureau of Labor Statistics projects 
that this sector of the economy will 
grow faster and add more jobs than 
any other sector. The source of 
this information is the American 
Staffing Association - logon to 
www.americanstaffing.net  and 
learn all about the wonderful world 
of staffing agencies. Remember, 
you don’t pay the fee; the company 
who hires you does. It’s possible 

to have benefits; and there are 
more and more temp-to-perm jobs.  
College Job/Career Centers 
and Alumni Associations  
   It doesn’t matter where or 
when you went to college; 
sometimes it doesn’t even matter 
if you finished your degree. Most 
colleges and universities offer 
job search assistance to former 
students and alumni. Call them, 
visit, or check their website.  
Professional Associations 
and Organizations  
   Part of networking, actually, joining 
or attending association events and 
programs is one of the best ways 
to connect with people in your 
field. For more info logon to www.
asaenet.org, or consult the mammoth 
“Encyclopedia of Associations” at 
your library (not available online).  
V o l u n t e e r i n g  
   Thousands and thousands of people 
in many fields have transitioned back 
into a paid job opportunity through 
volunteering. Ideally, you will find 
an opportunity which allows you 
to keep your skills fresh and make 
new contacts, and possibly lead to 
other opportunities. It gets you out 
of the house, meeting new people, 
and adds great credentials to your 
resume. For more info, read the 
great articles about Volunteering 
on www.monster.com and search 
potential matches, as well as 
paid job listings in the nonprofit 
sector, on www.idealist.org. 
Job Clubs / Job Groups  
   Job Clubs are growing by leaps 

and bounds. They offer a chance 
to network, meet new people, 
share ideas and resources, support 
each other, and much more. In 
Westchester, the main Job Club is 
COMSET in Larchmont; it’s free, 
meets Monday evenings, and is 
wonderful. For more info, logon 
to www.members.tripod.com/
comset_10553. For more job clubs/
groups in Westchester, New York and 
other nearby locales, logon to www.
wnjpin.net/jobseeker/jbhunt.htm. 
A Final Word  
   Keep looking for jobs on the 
internet; people do get hired! 
However, the number is relatively 
small; Bolles discusses this at 
length in his book. It’s much more 
fruitful, generally, to search for 
jobs directly on company websites. 
Most companies and nonprofits 
list job openings directly on 
their websites, and enable you 
to apply online or tell you how.  
   A varied job search is usually 
a much more successful and 
productive job search. This is not 
even a complete list, but is a good 
start for you to vary your job search!  

Andy Wainer is a Career 
Counselor for the Westchester 
One Stop Employment Centers 
(as a Partner for Westchester 
Community College) and also 

owns his own Career Counseling/
Coaching business, Career-Power  

(www.career-power.com).

W H I T E 
PLAINS, NY -
- In reaction to 
an increasing 
number of 
violent incidents 
related to gang 
activity in the 
county, County 
L e g i s l a t o r 
B e r n i c e 
S p r e c k m a n 
( Y o n k e r s ) , 
Chair of the 
Generational, Cultural & Ethnic 
Diversity Committee (GCED), 
and County Legislator Bill Burton, 
Chair of the Public Safety & 
Security Committee, convened a 
joint meeting to hear from some 
experts on what can be done to stem 
the violence. 
   “Yonkers and Mount Vernon have 
held many meetings on this topic 
but I wanted to find out what we as 
county legislators could do to help 
our communities bring about some 
positive changes,” Spreckman said. 
“After hearing these experts, it’s 
clear that there’s no single solution 
to the complex problem and that our 
best bet is more programs that focus 
on preventing a child from joining a 
gang in the first place.”            
   County Board Vice Chair Clinton 
Young Jr. (Mount Vernon) said the 
public perception that gangs are 
made up only of adolescents and 
young adults was incorrect. “The 
membership has gotten younger 
and younger,” Young said. “To 
prevent children from becoming 
gang members, early school-based 
programs must be available.”  
   Jim Bostic, Director of the 
Nepperhan Community Center in 
Yonkers, noted that the perception 
that gangs exclusively consist of 
high school students is wrong. 
“The reality is that gang leaders 
are typically between the ages of 17 
and 24,” Bostic said. “Often those 
gang leaders can be in jail and still 
calling the shots.”  
   According to the Westchester 
district attorney’s office, there are 
37 gangs in the county.  
   “Gang leaders are effective in 
recruiting youths because gangs fill 
a void in their lives,” said Marlene 
Furtick, director of the Westchester 
County Youth Bureau. “They tell 
young people ‘you get to be a 
member of a family,’ which can 
be particularly attractive to some 
youths in families where both 
parents are working one or two 
jobs to make ends meet. The kids 
want to feel those family ties, like 
someone is looking after them.”   
   Bostic said the reasons why 
youngsters join gangs are varied. 
“Some kids join a gang to establish 
a reputation,” Bostic said. “Others 

join out of fear of 
becoming victims 
of violence 
outside of school 
if they don’t 
join.”  Bostic 
c o m m e n t e d 
that the lack of 
opportunities for 
those coming 
out of jail pushes 
some to affiliate 
with a gang. “Mr. 

Bostic, I need a job. 
Can you help me?” Bostic has often 
been told. “Reentry programs” for 
youths must be made available,” he 
said. 
   Andrew Grascia, a criminal 
investigator in the county district 
attorney’s office, said that just 
getting a job doesn’t solve the 
problem in all situations. “Often, 
a person can make more money on 
the street dealing in illegal activities 
than through a regular job,” he said. 
“There are too many variables to 
determine if one program would 
work for all.” 
   “One thing is certain, we cannot 
arrest our way out of this situation,” 
said Grascia. “Programs to prevent 
“at risk” youths from joining gangs 
are effective deterrents but when 
seeking solutions, it’s important to 
keep in mind that every community 
is different so the solutions will vary 
from one community to the next.”  
   Grascia said that many 
communities with gang problems 
are not confronting them. “The 
number one recruiting grounds for 
gangs are schools,” Grascia said. 
“However, because of political 
pressure and public pressure, 
many residents do not want to 
admit that there are gangs in their 
areas because they want to present 
a positive image of their school 
districts.”  
   Demosthenes Long, deputy 
commissioner of the county 
Department of Public Safety, said 
there is no cookie cutter approach to 
effectively counter gang violence. 
He noted some innovative methods 
and programs in both the public and 
non-profit sectors are effective.   
   Furtick pointed out two effective 
county Youth Bureau programs as 
examples---the Power of Peace, 
which provides conflict resolution 
instruction, and Step Up, which 
targets African-American and 
Hispanic youths at risk of joining 
a gang.  
   “Every entity in the community, 
including non-profit agencies such 
as his center, government, schools, 
businesses and parents, must play a 
roll,” Bostic said. 

Multiple Solutions 
Needed to Stem Gang 

Violence in County
Focus Must be on Prevention

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- County 
Legislator Martin Rogowsky (D, 
IN, WF-Harrison) denounced Con 
Ed’s request for a 17% rate hike 
for New York City and suburban 
Westchester County residents and 
a 10.7% increase for businesses. 
The proposed increase would 
take effect over the next three 
years and would mean an average 
monthly increase of $12 for 

Rogowsky Calls On County Public 
Utility Service Agency To Intervene

residents and $235 for businesses.   
   “I am requesting the County’s Public 
Utility Service Agency to intervene 
in the rate proceedings before 
the Public Service Commission 
on behalf of Westchester County 
residents who already pay some 
of the highest electric rates in the 
nation,” Rogowsky said. “The 
increase is outrageous, especially 
in light of the fact that Con Ed 

reported a first quarter profit of 
$256 million, a 41% increase 
over the same period last year.”   
   “With record profits and Con 
Ed’s own forecast of new demand 
and growth in service over the 
next several years, I don’t see how 
Con Ed can justify its request,” 
Rogowsky said. “When business 
gets better, profits go up. So why 
the increase?”  

a project for her Academic Fair in 
February. She learned about the 
light bulbs from her mother, who 
told Katie about an article about the 
energy efficient bulbs. 
   Among those attending the 
Academic Fair was Ryan. “I was 
particularly intrigued with this 
project,” he recalled. “She gave 

me a very thorough explanation.”  
    Ryan said he wanted his colleagues 
to learn about CFLs and possibly 
take legislative action regarding 
their usage. “It just seemed to me 
that it would be of interest to the 
legislators,” he said. Ryan spoke 
to Katie’s parents and they agreed 
to let their daughter come to White 
Plains to address the committee. 

“Changing Light Bulbs Can Help Change the World.”

   During the February event at her 
school, Katie did more than just 
explain the function of CFLs. “At 
the Academic Fair I asked people to 
take the Energy Star Change a Light 
Pledge. I collected pledges from 38 
people who agreed to change 135 
bulbs,” Katie said. She entered 
the pledges into a spreadsheet that 
was sent to Energy Star, which is 

seeking 500,000 to take the pledge. 
   “Over their lifetime, those 135 
bulbs will save 38,000 kilowatt 
hours of electricity and remove 
60,000 pounds of greenhouse gases 
from the atmosphere,” Katie said, 
adding that she has changed bulbs 
in her home. 
   Who said individuals are powerless 
to fight Global Warming? 

noticed two people in a Chevrolet. 
Behind the driver’s seat was a man; 
next to him was a woman. In light 
of the recent thefts, particularly 

the ones reported along McLean 
Avenue, the Police Officer asked for 
identification papers. The woman 
was incredulous; advising the 
Police Officer that she is a Yonkers 
Councilwoman. Despite her alleged 
credentials and lofty post, she was 
unknown to the Police Officer. He 
dutifully checked the identification 
papers and found them in order.

   The mentally disheveled Yonkers 
City Council Majority Leader 
Patricia McDow advised Yonkers 
Police Commissioner Edmund 
Hartnett that she was not pleased 
to have been asked for ID. She 
demanded the Police Officer be 
transferred out of the precinct.
Westchester Times Tribune has been 
advised that Police Commissioner 

Edmund Hartnett will accede 
to protocol and conclude an 
investigation into her complaint.
   The seating arrangement infers 
that the lover likely drove the city-
owned vehicle to its destination, 
allegedly abrogating insurance 
protocol that demands city-owned 
vehicles be only driven by those to 
whom they are assigned.

Yonkers Councilwoman’s Tryst Chauffeured into Arms of Police
From Page 1
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Bright Light, Huge Windows

Up to 16’ Ceiling Heights
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HeightsRE.com (212) 317 - 1423 ext 625

Space Available

Starting at only $400/mon
(all utilities included)

Manufacturing & Warehouse space also available

578 Nepperhan Ave, Yonkers
(Just off Saw Mill Parkway)

NEWLY AVAILABLE: 6,000 SF for Gallery, Dance Studio or Gym
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Pictured from left to right:  Bill Falco, Chairman of the Eastchester-
Tuckahoe Lions;  Karen Cheeks-Lomax, Executive Director of My Sisters’ 

Place; Senator Jeff Klein, Mayor of Tuckahoe John Fitzpatrick, Mike 
D’Ambriosio, President of the Eastchester-Tuckahoe Lions, and David 
Samberg, Director for the New York Metro Region for Verizon Wireless.

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- Senator 
Jeff Klein (D-Westchester/Bronx) 
and Verizon Wireless last week 
joined Tuckahoe Mayor John 
Fitzpatrick and the Eastchester -
Tuckahoe Lions to conclude the 
Tuckahoe cell phone drive with the 
presentation of a $2,500 Verizon 
Wireless HopeLine® check to My 
Sisters’ Place. 
   In March, Senator Klein and 
Mayor Fitzpatrick teamed up with 
the Tuckahoe-Eastchester Lions to 
organize a HopeLine drive. Verizon 
Wireless’ HopeLine® collects 
old, no-longer-used cell phones to 
be recycled or sold, and donates 
the proceeds in the form of cash 
grants and prepaid wireless phones 
to advocacy groups for battered 
women. Special HopeLine boxes 
were placed around the Town 
of Eastchester at the Tuckahoe 
and Eastchester libraries, and 
the Tuckahoe/Crestwood and 
Bronxville Metro-North stations. 
   In addition to the cash donation to 
My Sisters’ Place, Verizon Wireless 
will donate several prepaid wireless 
phones for distribution to women at 
risk, allowing them to call for help 
in emergencies and to make phone 
calls necessary to rebuild their 
lives.   
   “Domestic violence is not an issue 
limited merely to the individuals 
involved, but rather a grave social 
ill for which the whole community 
must take responsibility. I’m proud 
that we were able to come together 
as a Town to raise awareness and 
provide women the resources with 
which to resuscitate their lives,” 

Klein, Verizon, and Mayor of Tuckahoe Present 
$2,500 to My Sister’s Place

Cell Phone Drive for Domestic Violence Successful 

said Senator Klein, a long time 
advocate of women’s rights and a 
leader in the successful fight to end 
New York State’s five year statute 
of limitations on rape. 
   “Verizon Wireless was the first 
wireless carrier in the nation to 
collect and recycle old cell phones 
and has done so since January 
1999 – first in New York and then 
across the US, “ said Charles Hand, 
president of the company’s New 
York Metro Region. “Donating a 
phone is a simple act that can make 
a difference in the lives of battered 
women and their families. Residents 
can drop off old wireless phones, 
batteries and accessories, from 
any wireless provider, at Verizon 
Wireless Communications Stores 
throughout the area. HopeLine 

collections continue at our stores 
throughout the year.” 
   To date, consumers across the 
U.S. have donated more than 3.5 
million phones, and HopeLine has 
given $3 million in cash grants to 
aid domestic violence survivors. 
Locally, Verizon Wireless customers 
in the New York Metro region 
donated more than 30,000 old 
wireless phones to HopeLine® in 
2006, resulting in donations valued 
at more than $250,000. 
   “Domestic violence is a cancer 
that knows no boundaries be they 
race, class, or community. I applaud 
My Sisters’ Place for giving voice 
to a problem about which we 
are too often silent,” said Mayor 
Fitzpatrick. 
   According to the Department 

of Justice’s 2000 National 
Violence Against Women Survey, 
approximately 1.5 million women 
are raped and/or physically assaulted 
by an intimate partner annually.  In 
New York State, the Division of 
Criminal Justice Services reported 
in 2003 that “rates of domestic 
violence across the State hover 
around 85 criminal incidents per 
10,000 residents, but vary across 
counties. By contrast, the rate of 
violent crime is about 59 incidents 
per 10,000 population.” In 2004, 
a total of 9,943 Domestic Incident 
Reports were processed by the 
police departments of Westchester 
County. 
   “My Sisters’ Place is grateful for 
the generosity of Senator Jeff Klein, 
Verizon, and the Village of Tuckahoe 
for their supportive efforts on behalf 
of victims of domestic violence 
and their families.  This initiative 
demonstrates the importance of 
community collaborations to 
enhance the quality of life for all 
Westchester residents. We look 
forward to our continued work 
together,” added Karen Cheeks-
Lomax, Executive Director of My 
Sisters’ Place. 
   My Sisters’ Place (MSP) is a 
not-for-profit organization serving 
Westchester County that provides 
a wide variety of resources to 
victims of domestic violence such 
as advocacy, shelter and legal 
services. 

For more information about My 
Sisters’ Place programs, please 

call 914-683-1333. 

VALHALLA, NY -- Take advantage 
of a great opportunity to enjoy the 
traditions and culture of Albania 
at the Albanian Heritage Day 
celebration, Sunday, June 10, from 
noon to 7 p.m., at Kensico Dam 
Plaza in Valhalla.  
   The celebration will feature lots 
of great entertainment, including 
Albanian-American singers, 
comedians and dancers. Traditional 
Albanian art and craft items will be 
available for purchase. In addition 
there will be delicious Albanian 
foods and beverages for sale. No 
coolers will be allowed. 

Celebrate the Culture of 
Albania at the 

Kensico Dam Plaza

   Seating is informal; bring blankets 
and chairs for seating on the lawn.
The festival will be held rain or 
shine.
   The Albanian Heritage Day 
celebration is sponsored by 
Westchester County Parks and the 
Mother Teresa Center of Our Lady 
of Shkodra Church.
   The Kensico Dam Plaza is located 
in Valhalla at the north end of the 
Bronx River Parkway. 

For more information call 
Westchester County Parks at (914) 

864-PARK.

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- Thirty-
three police officers from eight 
departments received awards today 
recognizing them for bravery, 
outstanding police work and 
lifesaving at Westchester County 
Department of Public Safety’s 
annual Police Memorial Service 
and Honor Awards ceremony at the 
Westchester County Center.
   The ceremony was presided over 
by Westchester Deputy County 
Executive Lawrence Schwartz 
and Public Safety Commissioner 
Thomas Belfiore. It is held each 
year to remember law enforcement 
officers who have died in the line 
of duty and to recognize current 
officers for outstanding police work 
over the past year.
   “Each May we commemorate 
Police Week and mark Police 
Officers Memorial Day with 
a ceremony to remember the 
sacrifices of those who died in 
the performance of duty. It is also 
an opportunity to recognize the 
selfless officers who serve today, 
and to thank them for all they do,” 
Belfiore said.
   Award recipients for the six-
month period ending March 31, 
2007 were:
• Mount Vernon Police 
Department Detective Stanley 
Rice and Police Officer Osvaldo 
Medina were honored for their 
dangerous encounter with an armed 
and desperate fugitive. On Jan. 
31, 2007, a suspect who fled from 
them turned and pointed a handgun 

at them. The officers discharged 
their weapons, striking the suspect. 
It was later determined that the 
suspect had pulled the trigger on his 
weapon but it did not fire.
• Yonkers Police Department 
Detective Sgt. William Rinaldi 
and Detectives George Piedade, 
Anthony Chiarella, Brian 
Meehan, Richard Marinelli, 
Victor Mendez and Frank 
Pellegrino were honored for 
their exhaustive and successful 
investigation into the homicide of a 
local physician. 
On Jan. 3, 2007, the detectives were 
called to the home of a pediatrician 
who had been shot to death. The 
detectives would eventually unravel 
a plot to steal hundreds of thousands 
of dollars from the doctor and 
charge two suspects with murder, 
kidnapping and burglary. 
• New York State Police Trooper 
Thomas Keaveney was honored 
for the life-saving actions he took on 
March 5, 2007 along the southbound 
New York State Thruway in 
Tarrytown. Trooper Keaveney and 
other troopers responded to reports 
of a woman being beaten between 
the Tarrytown Toll Plaza and Route 
9 and, after a violent struggle, 
arrested the woman’s husband. The 
victim’s injuries were severe and 
Trooper Keaveney administered 
prompt and effective first aid that 
helped to save her life.
• Greenburgh Police Officer 
Patrick Grady was honored 
for chasing down and tackling 

a robbery suspect with a violent 
criminal history who was believed 
to be armed with a handgun and 
explosives. Though the items turned 
out to be a BB gun and railroad 
flares, Officer Grady had no idea 
this would be the case.
• Tuckahoe Police Department 
Sgt. Daniel Belles and Eastchester 
Police Officer Anthony Cesarini 
were honored for spearheading 
a narcotics investigation that 
resulted in one of the largest 
seizures of illegal prescription 
drugs ever in Westchester. The 
investigation resulted in the arrest 
of two suspects and the seizure 
of thousands of prescription 
pills valued at roughly $300,00.  
     Award recipients for the six-
month period ending Sept. 30, 
2006, were:
• New York State Police Sgt. 
Rodney Rogers, Investigator 
Robert Mollica and Troopers 
Fred Martins, James Stirpe, 
Marko Kos and John Dolezal of 
the Cortlandt barracks were honored 
for their quick response, calculated 
actions and courage in subduing an 
armed and suicidal man who had 
doused himself and his home with 
kerosene.
• Mount Pleasant Police 
Department Lt. Brian Fanelli, Sgt. 
Arthur Romaine and Detectives 
Thomas Frawley and Marco 
Mendoza were recognized for 
their quick response and intelligent 
police work in securing the arrest 
of a local rape suspect who was 

Westchester Honors 33 at Police Memorial Day 
Service and Awards Ceremony

nabbed on a stopover in Houston, 
Texas, as he was attempting to flee 
the country to Paraguay. 
• Yonkers Police Department 
Officers Michael Buono and 
Peter Staruch were honored for 
saving the life of a suicidal man 
who jumped into the Hudson River 
from the Dobbs Ferry shoreline and 
fought violently with the officers 
who saved him.
• Yonkers Police Department 
Officer John Daugherty was 
honored for demonstrating bravery 
and restraint when he confronted 
and arrested a suspect who was 
shooting at a group of people 
outside a bar.
• Yonkers Police Department 
Officer Christian Koch was 
honored for actions he took while 
off-duty when he confronted a 
group of men that had surrounded 
and stabbed another man. His brave 
and quick response resulted in the 
arrests of five violent felons.
• White Plains Police Department 
Sgt. John Doherty and Officers 
John Glynn and Michael Jones 
were honored for alert and quick 
action that led to the arrest of 
a suspect in a series of vicious 
robberies.
• White Plains Police Department 
Detectives Edward Rutledge, 
Bryan Hembury and Timothy 
Byrne were honored for a skillful 
and determined investigation that 
resulted in the arrest of a suspect in 
a homicide that occurred in broad 
daylight on a crowded city street. 

killed.
   Arthur Nigro, a capo in the 
Genovese Crime Family, pleaded 
guilty to an Information charging 
him with extortion. Nigro and 
others used threats of violence and 
economic harm in an attempt to 
force the victim to rent a particular 

Soldier in Genovese Organized Crime Family Pleads 
Guilty to Conspiracy Murder  

Capo Pleads Guilty To Extortion

commercial property to NIGRO and 
others at a below-market price.
   Both defendants were originally 
charged in Manhattan federal court 
in an Indictment (United States 
v. Liborio S. Bellomo, et al., S1 
06 Cr. 08 (LAK)) which charged 
34 defendants, including an 
Acting Boss and various members 

and associates of the Genovese 
Organized Crime Family of La 
Cosa Nostra, with wide-ranging 
racketeering crimes and other 
offenses spanning more than a 
decade, including: murder, violent 
extortions of various individuals 
and businesses, labor racketeering, 
obstruction of justice, narcotics 

trafficking, money laundering, and 
firearms trafficking. The Indictment 
targeted factions of the Genovese 
Crime Family based in the Bronx, 
East Harlem, and Westchester. The 
charges were the result of a Federal 
investigation that began in 2003, 
and a related investigation by state 
authorities in Westchester County 
that began in 2005. To date, 27 
defendants have pleaded guilty. 
   These two defendants will be 
sentenced by the Honorable Lewis 
A. Kaplan; sentencing dates 
have not been set. Deluca faces 
a maximum sentence of 5 years’ 
imprisonment and maximum fine of 
$250,000. Nigro faces a maximum 
sentence of 20 years’ imprisonment 
and maximum fine of $250,000. 
   Mr. Garcia praised the efforts of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, the 
New York City Police Department, 
and the New York State Police in 
this investigation. 
   Assistant United States Attorneys 
Miriam E. Rocah, Jonathan S. 
Kolodner And Eric Snyder are in 
charge of the prosecution.

YONKERS, NY – Four new 
Yonkers Police Officers were 
inducted into the Yonkers Police 
Department by Yonkers Mayor 
Phil Amicone and Yonkers Police 
Department Commissioner Edmund 
Hartnett who presented each with 
their badge.

Mayor Amicone and YPD 
Commissioner Hartnett 

Induct Four Cadets
Pictured below:

• Edward M. Acker #921; 

• Monique A. Carrion #944; 

• Peter Narvaez #949; 

• Christina E. Zenkewich #961.

MOUNT VERNON, NY - The 
Mount Vernon Auxiliary Police 
Department is looking for interested 
citizens to join its ranks. The 
Auxiliary Police provide support 
services to the Mount Vernon Police 
Department by performing routine 
patrols and special and ceremonial 
details throughout the city.
   Classes will begin shortly for new 
Auxiliary Police Officers. Recruits 
are required to successfully  

Mount Vernon Auxiliary
PD Seeks Volunteers

complete the Civilian Police 
Academy course given by the Mount 
Vernon Police Department. Three 
college credits are awarded through 
Mercy College for participation in 
the Civilian Police Academy.
   For information, call Mt. Vernon 
Auxiliary Police Department, 
Commissioner Will DuBose 
at 914.665.2319 or Deputy 
Commissioner Peter Sherrill at 
914.665.2390. 
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Roger Witherspoon is automotive 
columnist to the Dallas Examiner, 
Westchester Times Tribune, and 

Yonkers Tribune, and other media.

By Roger Witherspoon

 For a moment, I forgot 
I was at the entrance to a wide, 
empty, highway slicing through a 
sparsely populated section of New 
England countryside. It is a stretch 
of freeway frequently used by 
motorists who want the opportunity 
to test the limits of  high performing 
vehicles – or just to have a bit of 
fun on the wrong side of the posted 
speed limit.
 Normally, this is the point 
where I floor the accelerator and see 
what the sports car of the week can 
do. But inside the Mercedes E-320 
Bluetec, there is a tendency to ignore 
the passing world, to sit back in the 
soft, heated leather bucket seats 
which, seemingly, were sculpted 
by the luxury recliner makers at 
La-Z-Boy and absorb the bass lines 
from Big Muff into a melodic body 
massage. 
 But the guy in the 
Mustang behind me was in a hurry, 
so I floored the accelerator and 
the turbocharged diesel engine 
hummed into life.  The E-320 has 
only a V-6 engine which cranks out 
a just 208 horsepower – normally 
a fairly anemic power plant for a 
sports car. But this is a turbocharged 
diesel engine, which is more 
responsive than the conventional 
gasoline model, and acts more like 
a conventional V-8. In addition, 
the Bluetec’s engine operates with 
a boosted torque rating of 400 – a 
level you are more likely to find in 
a Corvette. 
 As a result, response 
in the luxury sedan is virtually 
instantaneous. And hitting the 
accelerator kicked the sports sedan 
effortlessly through its seven speeds 
till the Connecticut countryside slid 
by in a 130 mile an hour green blur. 
Approaching a wide curve in the 
highway I changed from automatic 

Shifting Gears: Stylish, Fast, Efficient and Clean: The Diesel and the Sports Car
to manual mode, downshifted and 
guided the Bluetec effortlessly from 
the outer lane to the tighter, inside 
lane and then continued running 
through the forest. Mercedes 
doesn’t make bad sports cars, and 
this one holds the road as well as 
any of the higher priced racers. 
 The MercedesE-320 is a 
well laid out sedan providing the 
performance and appointments 
you’d expect in a $60,000 luxury, 
mid-sized sedan. Diesels have 
not been prominent on American 
highways, accounting for only about 
4 percent of nation’s autos though 
they comprise more than half the 

cars roaming European roads. 
The diesel is a more fuel efficient 
engine – the E-320’s Bluetec gets 
an estimated 37 highway miles per 
gallon – about 40 percent more fuel 
efficient than a comparable gasoline 
V-6 engine. In addition, the diesel 
engine is far more responsive and 
powerful than its gas cousin. 
 Mercedes’ Bluetec diesel 
is also among the cleanest, already 
meeting the U.S. standards for 
emissions which are not slated to 
go into effect until 2009.
 Outside, the E-320 has 
the sleek, ready-to-spring look 
characteristic of Mercedes sports 

cars. It is one of those vehicles 
which looks as if it is in motion 
while sitting still.  Inside, its two 
tone leather seats and finish are 
offset by the walnut wood veneer 
on the doors, dash and center 
console. The double curved dash 
has a gentle swell in the center 
holding the information console 
and neatly dividing the dash into 
separate spheres with each front 
passenger getting their own space. 
It gives the illusion that you are in 
a larger sedan. This is not a sports 
car limited to short people, either. 
There is plenty of room in the rear 
for a pair of average sized adults 

while the front has room for the 
average NBA giant.
 As you might expect 
in a luxury car, the E-320 comes 
with an easy-to-use, DVD-based 
navigation system, as well as 
AM/FM and Sirius satellite radio. 
For entertainment, there is an in-
dash, six-disc CD and MP3 player 
utilizing a Harmon/ Kardon Logic-
7 sound system which can either 
envelope the interior in sound or, 
if you open the windows and crank 
open the sunroof, serve as the boom 
box for the average block party.
 It’s a sports car that is 
as environmentally efficient as a 

hybrid, as responsive as a Porsche, 
and invites you to find an open road 
and just go.

2007 Mercedes E-320 Bluetec
MSRP: $58,375
EPA Mileage: 26 MPG City, 37 
MPG Highway
As Tested Mileage: 28 MPG 
Mixed

Performance/ Safety:
3.0-Liter turbocharged, aluminum 
V-6 engine producing 208 
horsepower and 400 pound-feet of 
torque; 
7-speed automatic transmission 
with touch-shift manual mode; rack 
and pinion steering;
 4-wheel independent suspension; 
electronic, power-assisted, 4-wheel 
vented disc brakes with anti-lock 
and brake assist; traction control 
and roll over sensors;
16-inch dual spoke alloy wheels; 
dual front airbags; 
front and rear side and curtain 
airbags.

Interior/ Comfort:
AM/FM/ Sirius satellite radio; 
6-disc, in-dash CD and MP3 
player; 
Harmon/Kardon Logic-7 sound 
system; 
DVD-based navigation system; 
power tilt/sliding sunroof/ power 
tilt/ telescope leather wrapped 
steering wheel;
Bluetooth communications system.

“Light pollution, defined as excess or obtrusive light at night, can actually have serious health effects, including higher incidences 
of breast cancer in women.” Image courtesy of “Getty Images.”

Dear EarthTalk: What is “light 
pollution?” Is it really a factor in 
breast cancer?
-- Gudrun Smythe, Madison, 
Wisconsin 

   The glow of city lights blotting out 
stars in the night sky has frustrated 
many a stargazer, but recent studies 
have shown that “light pollution”-
-defined as excess or obtrusive 
light at night--can actually have 
serious health effects. Researchers 
have found that exposure to bright 
nocturnal light can decrease the 
human body’s production of 
melatonin, a hormone secreted at 

Earth Talk: From the Editors of E/The Environmental Magazine
night that regulates our sleep-wake 
cycles. And decreased melatonin 
production has in turn been linked 
to higher rates of breast cancer in 
women. 
   “Light at night is now clearly a 
risk factor for breast cancer,” says 
David Blask, a researcher at the 
Cooperstown, New York-based 
Mary Imogene Bassett Research 
Institute. “Breast tumors are awake 
during the day, and melatonin puts 
them to sleep at night,” he adds. 
   Epidemiologist Richard Stevens 
of the U.S. Department of Energy’s 
Pacific Northwest National 
Laboratory first discovered the link 

between breast cancer and light 
pollution in the late 1980s. Stevens 
found that breast cancer rates were 
significantly higher in industrialized 
countries, where nighttime lighting 
is prevalent, than in developing 
regions. 
Lending credence to Stevens’ 
research are the findings of another 
researcher, William Hrushesky of 
the South Carolina-based Dorn 
Veterans Affairs Medical Center, 
who discovered that female night 
shift workers have a 50 percent 
greater risk of developing breast 
cancer than other working women. 
He also found that blind women 

have high melatonin concentrations 
and unusually low rates of breast 
cancer. 
   To reduce breast cancer risks 
from light pollution, Prevention 
magazine recommends nine hours 
of sleep nightly in a dark room 
devoid of both interior (computer 
screens) and exterior (street lamps) 
light sources. A study of 12,000 
Finnish women found that those 
who slept nine hours nightly had 
less than one-third the risk of 
developing a breast tumor than 
those who slept only seven or eight 
hours. Even bright light from a trip 
to the bathroom can have an affect, 

so dim nightlights are recommended 
for night lighting. 
   Light pollution causes other 
problems besides increased cancer 
risks. According to the Sierra Club, 
birds and animals can be confused 
by artificial lighting, leading them 
away from familiar foraging areas 
and disrupting their breeding 
cycles. And the photosynthetic 
cycles of deciduous trees (those that 
shed their leaves in the fall) have 
been shown to be disrupted due 
to the preponderance of artificial 
nighttime lights. 
   Another environmental impact 
of excessive use of artificial light 
is, of course, energy waste. The 
International Dark-Sky Association 
computes that unnecessary 
nighttime lighting wastes upwards 
of $1.5 billion in electricity costs 
around the world each year while 

accounting for the release of more 
than 12 million tons of carbon 
dioxide, the leading greenhouse gas, 
into the atmosphere. Individuals 
can do their part by keeping lights 
dim or off at home at night—and 
convincing their employers and 
local government offices to do the 
same.  

Contacts: International Dark-
Sky Association, www.darksky.
org; Sierra Club, http://newyork.
s i e r r a c l u b . o r g / l o n g i s l a n d /
lightpollution.html. 

Got An Environmental Question? 
Send it to: EarthTalk, c/o E/The 
Environmental Magazine, P.O. 
Box 5098, Westport, CT 06881; 
submit it at: www.emagazine.com/
earthtalk/thisweek/, or direct e-mail 
to: earthtalk@emagazine.com. 

BROOKLYN, NY -- There was 
no decision last week on the 
federal legal challenge to New 
York State’s and Forest City 
Ratner’s abuse of eminent domain. 
Any news reports saying so or 

implying otherwise are misleading. 
   There was much confusion 
(read: underinformed mistakes 
made) last week regarding some 
legal news related to “Atlantic 
Yards.” Each news outlet covering 
the story got a little piece of it 
wrong, but the Daily Intelligencer 
blog of New York Magazine got 
the story lavishly wrong (they 
have since corrected their errors  

New York Press Corps Gets It Wrong 
Lawsuits Alive and Well

and NoLandGrab has reported 

on the Intelligencer’s mistakes). 
   To cut to the chase: There is NO 
news on the federal eminent domain 
lawsuit— Goldstein v. Pataki—
filed by 13 “Atlantic Yards” 
footprint property owners and 
tenants. That lawsuit alleges that 
New York State’s use of eminent 
domain for the project is a violation 
of the United States Constitution. If 
the plaintiffs win that suit, “Atlantic 
Yards” as proposed cannot be built 
as their properites are located where 
the developer wants to build the 
project, including the arena. On 
March 30th in front of New York 

Eastern District Justice Nicholas 
Garaufis there was a three-hour 
oral argument on the defendants’ 
motion to dismiss. Today marks 
seven weeks since that hearing and 
both sides await Judge Garaufis’ 
decision. For an in-depth report 
on the substance of the March 
30th hearing, go to the coverage 

from Atlantic Yards Report. 
   What New York’s press corps was 
trying to report last week was that 
a Manhattan State Supreme Court 
case—Anderson v. ESDC—was 
dismissed by presiding Judge Tolub. 
That case involved 13 rent-stabilized 
tenants who reside in the proposed 

“Atlantic Yards” project site. 
They argued that the Empire State 
Development Corporation (ESDC) 
does not have the legal authority to 
terminate rent-stabilized leases, that 
that authority is held by the New 
York State Division of Housing 
and Community Renewal (DHCR). 
Judge Tolub did not dismiss the 
case on the merits, but instead ruled 
that the plaintiffs’ claims belong in 
the Appellate Division where they 
now intend to go. 

SOURCE: Develop Don’t Destroy 
Brooklyn  
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