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By Hezi Aris

YONKERS, NY—“Day One 
everything changes,” New York State 
Attorney General and Governor to 
be Eliot Spitzer said, to the relief of 
the voter who hungered for a change 
to Albany’s stalled government, 
fractured ethics, and the perks 
and deals that would shower the 
well-connected. When Governor 
Spitzer’s first big economic 
development was divulged, 
political watchdogs took a double 
take. The announcement delivered 
a potential windfall to a passel 
of business as usual Republican 
operatives, a crew consisting of 
some of former Governor Pataki’s 
closest cronies, who had seemingly 
aligned themselves with a company 

Casino Cronies Pull an Inside Straight – The Westchester 
County Contingent

Key Players: Al DelBello, Louis Cappelli, Al Pirro, Charles Gargano,
Alfonse D’Amato, Kylie Travis, Dennis Vacco, Kieran Mahoney

An abbreviated version of the article entitled, “The New Dealer” written by Tom 
Robbins, first published by The Village Voice in the May 2-8, 2007 edition.

desperately trying to shed its tainted 
image of past corruption by its 
former officers.

On February 19, Governor Spitzer 
signed a formal letter of support to 
the U.S. Department of the Interior 
calling for a controversial new Las 
Vegas style casino to be created in 
the Catskills. The planned $600 
million gaming emporium, to be 
built on 29 acres at the Monticello 
Raceway in Sullivan County, 
would boast 3,500 slot machines, 
150 gaming tables, and a 600-seat 
nightclub. The proud owners would 
be the St. Regis Mohawk Indian 
tribe, whose reservation is situated 
along the New York – Canada 
border, some 400 miles north of 
the proposed site. In order for an 

off-site tribe to operate a casino, 
the Interior Department must get 
involved, taking the 29 acres “in 
trust” for the tribe. 
   Mohawk Empire Resorts, a 
publicly traded corporation, is 
closer than anyone has gotten over 
the many years a Borscht Belt 
casino operation has been spoken 
of to winning the sought after 
prize.
   Mohawk Empire Resorts has 
made it to the head of the line 
despite being mired in financial 
scandals involving past officers, 
allegations of mistreating other 
Indian tribes, and the crassest of 
ties to the Albany old boy’s club 
that surrounded former Governor 

By Hezi Aris

YONKERS, NY 
– Not a word is 
heard from anyone 
in Yonkers about the 
misconduct alleged 
by Yonkers Tribune 
with regard to the 
recent early morn-
ing tryst in which 
Yonkers City Coun-
cil Majority Leader 
Patricia McDow 
permitted the misuse 
of a city owned ve-
hicle. That is if you 
want to take your queue from some 
other media sources. Those in the 
know are talking about it through-
out the City of Yonkers, as well 
they should; it’s their money. That’s 
right, after having been parked in an 
alley off Ashburton Avenue in the 
wee morning hours, sucking wind, 
engrossed cerebrally, or some other 
thing, McDow’s amorous “friend” 
was caught driving the car in which 
she was seated in the front passen-
ger seat alongside her unauthorized 
personal “chauffeur.” Yonkers Tri-
bune has now learned that it was af-
ter departing the parked spot upon 
which the city owned car was ini-
tially situated, that a Yonkers Police 

Will ‘Lesnick the Liar’  
Demand Inspector 

General Zisman Call for 
Ethics Review on Misuse 
of City Owned Vehicle? 

Officer approached 
the driver, asked him 
to stop, and asked 
for identification. 
It seems the male 
driver is a “friend” 
of Majority Leader 
McDow. In light of 
recently reported 
thefts about the city, 
the Police Officer 
dutifully carried out 
his responsibilities 
as a Police Officer. 
Despite his exem-
plary tact, patience, 
and thoroughness, 

Majority Leader McDow was in-
credulous at being asked for iden-
tification; so much so, that she is 
known to have allegedly attempted 
to brow-beat Yonkers Police Com-
missioner Edmund Hartnett with 
an implied threat stating, “You bet-
ter transfer… the officer out of this 
precinct!” Isn’t that called govern-
ment interference? Why yes, it is!
Powered by Qumana
   Will Yonkers City Council Presi-
dent Chuck Lesnick, the exemplar 
of ethics, known to many as simply, 
“Lesnick the Liar,” in Yonkers, and 
among growing fan base in West-
chester County  (NOT), demand a 

(L to R) New Rochelle Mayor Noam Bramson;Yonkers Mayor Phil Amicone; Mount Vernon Mayor Ernest Davis

Mayoral Incumbents Win  
Party Renomination

MOUNT VERNON, NY  -- One 
of eight children, she was born 
in Pittsburgh (PA), where she 
lived until her family relocated 
to Manhattan (NY).  Her family 
was extremely musical, which 
fostered her love of dancing. 
   She was married to her first 
husband, Ernest Wallace, for 
36 years, until his death in 
1968.  She also survived her 
second husband, Sylvester 
Hardy, to whom she was married 
for 23 years.  
   Mrs. Wallace was employed as 
a home health care worker and is 
a devout Baptist.   She also loves 
to knit, read and do puzzles.  
   Three of her brothers were 
professional musicians, working 
with Duke Ellington, the Savoy 

Happy 100th Birthday to Rose Wallace
Sultans (the house band for 
NYC’s Savoy Ballroom), and 
the Jimmy Lundsford Band.  Her 
sister Dorothy (Bronx, NY) is 
her only sibling still living.
   Mrs. Wallace is a doting aunt 
to many nieces and nephews, 
who threw a birthday party for 
her at Westchester Center for 
Rehabilitation & Nursing. 

Dorothy Adams assists her sister, 
Rose Wallace, in cutting the 
birthday cake. 

YONKERS, NY - The Class 
of 2007, the largest class in St 
Vladimir’s history, celebrated their 
commencement on Saturday, May 
19, 2007. Forty students graduated 
in five academic programs from St 
Vladimir’s Seminary. Seminarians 
received twenty-nine Master of 
Divinity degrees (one also received 
an MA in Liturgical Music), eight 
Master of Arts degrees in General 
Theology, one MA in Religious 
Education, and two Master of 

Record-breaking Number Graduate 
from St Vladimir’s Seminary

Theology degrees. 
   His Beatitude Metropolitan 
Herman, of the Orthodox Church 
in America and president of the 
seminary, was joined by His Grace 
Antoun, Bishop of Miami and 
the Southeast of the Antiochian 
Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of 
North America, and His Eminence 
Mor Tithus Yeldho, Archbishop of 
the Malankara Archdiocese of the 
Syrian Orthodox Church in North 
America. The graduates represented 

many Eastern and Oriental 
Orthodox Churches including 
OCA, Antiochian, Greek, Serbian, 
Russian and the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate as well as Armenian, 
Indian, and Syrian. In addition to 
the United States, the graduates also 
represented many countries such as 
Russia, Serbia, Romania, Australia, 
Japan, France and Canada. 
   The day began with a Hierarchical 

PEEKSKILL, NY --  A “poker” bike 
rally, bike limbo kids’ races, guided 
trail rides, raffles, live deejay music 
will highlight the 12th annual Fat 
Tire Festival Sunday, June 10, 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m., at Blue Mountain 
Reservation in Peekskill.
      The event is presented by 
Westchester County Parks and 

12th Annual 
“Fat Tire 
Festival” 
at Blue 

Mountain

SCARSDALE, NY -- A trip to 
Empire City in Yonkers was just 
one of the special events hosted by 
Sprain Brook Manor (Scarsdale) 
in observance of National Nursing 

Sprain Brook Manor 
Residents and Staff
Visit Empire City

Home Week. 
For more information, please 
phone Jeff Pryluck, Director of 
Recreation & Volunteer Services, 
at 914.472.3200, extension 107. 
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NEW ROCHELLE, NY – Tune in 
On the Level with Hezi this Tues-
day, June 5th, between 10:05 am 
and 11:00 am, to hear Maestro 
James Sadewhite of the Yonkers 
Philharmonic speak of the June 
10th concert featuring the winners 
of the twenty-ninth annual FAOS 
Concerto Competition.

Listen to On the Level with Hezi ev-
ery Tuesday morning, on WVOX-
1460 AM radio, or by way of audio 
internet technology through your 

“On the Level” 
with Hezi Aris and Guest 
Maestro James Sadewhite 
on WVOX-1460AMRadio

computer at www.WVOX.com.  
Audre Caponetto will be with us 
throughout the show.

The call in, talk show format is 
an independent minded venue in 
which we solicit your on topic only 
perspective or question. Call us live 
at 914-636-0110. Please stay on 
topic.

thorough review of Majority Leader 
McDow’s misuse of a city-owned 
vehicle? By permitting her “friend” 
to drive the city-owned vehicle as-
signed to her, Majority Leader Mc-
Dow abrogated insurance protocol 
as demanded of her when she ac-
cepted the vehicle. Does driving 
onto an alley need to be paid for on 
the city’s dime? Who paid for the 
gas? You guessed it, you did.
   Once the investigation begins, 
and in order to hasten Inspector 
General Phil Zisman’s findings, it 
should be further noted that under 
the Yonkers City Charter, Section 
C4-4.1, the Yonkers City Council 

Will ‘Lesnick the Liar’ Demand Inspector 
General Zisman Call for Ethics Review on 

Misuse of City Owned Vehicle? 
membership is specifically named 
as not being permitted to interfere 
in the appointments, transfers, or 
dismissals of city personnel. per-
haps the Yonkers City Council Ma-
jority Leader should read and con-
template the Yonkers City Charter 
before threatening a Police Officer 
and the Yonkers Police Commis-
sioner, respectively.
   Is it not time for decorum to be re-
instituted into the ethical conduct 
of our elected officials? When will 
Lesnick the Liar do the right thing? 
When will Majority Leader Patri-
cia “Maid Marian” McDow get a 
room?
   Let us pray that we don’t next find 
Lesnick the Liar and Maid Marian 

capsized in a canoe in the center of 
Sprain Lake being laughed at by 
Bonkers.

 By Dr. Ed U. Cator

YONKERS, NY -- It is absolutely 
amazing that we can read, or sit 
through a television news program, 
or city budget hearing, and be 
treated to the same old lines of the 
now second year Superintendent of 
Schools Mr. Bernard Pierorazio.
    “We will look into that,” or “I’m 
forming a committee here,” or “We 
are going to hire an outside firm.” 
Please, already. A half a million 
dollars into your contract, don’t 
you think you should have a plan 
Mr. Pierorzio? Were is your team? 
Where are your Board of Education 
Trustees? We know the Trustees 
have been publicly passive, unin-
terested, and almost comatose. Out-
side of taking care of their personal 
interests and agendas, as mentioned 
here before, the Trustees fit the 
Mayor’s appointment profile, which 
seems to be sheep-skin up the wa-
zoo, and placidly caged, as if in The 
Bronx Zoo. There is nothing going 
on in the Yonkers Public School 
district beyond political appoint-
ments, favored City Hall developer 
/ contract business arrangements, 

State of Affairs at 
Yonkers BoE

and poor financial planning.
   The YFT has taken over the 
schools. Principals await their re-
tirements, and CSEA, and Team-
sters are treated like convenient 
items at a check-out counter.
   Scores are down; the physical 
plant is falling down and morale is 
going down, but business goes on 
as usual. Is there any chance we can 
see an elected Board of Education? 
Someone needs to be held account-
able.

By Vox Populi

YONKERS, NY -- Let’s take a look 
at the political landscape now that 
the two political party “conven-
tions” are over. On the one hand, the 
Democrat Chair / County Legisla-
tor Ken Jenkins hand picked “walk-
in-the-park” candidate, recently 
retired Yonkers City Court Chief 
Judge Arthur Doran nominated for 
mayor, gets up and quits. A quick, 
about face-saving move nominates 
second runner-up Yonkers City 
Councilman Dennis Robertson into 
the endorsed position of Democrat 
mayoral candidate. This, all with 
the enthusiasm of an empty theater. 
Next, the Republican City Chair-
man Zehy Jereis of ongoing noted 
escapades quietly kissed and made 
up with the endorsed Republican 
candidate for mayor, Phil Amicone;.
absolutely, no surprises here.
   What is telling is than in the ab-
sence of Democrat leader / boss 
Ralph Arred, all power is vested 
in the hands of those two master 
manipulators - ex-Senator Nicho-
las Spano and triple x Mayor John 
Spencer. These two have it down 
pat, and are doing quite well. The 
former is a “lobbyist,” and the later, 

The Yonkers Political Landscape

probably needs a political lobotomy. 
Spencer has managed to maneuver 
his two “horses” into the race which 
gives him two opportunities to take 
down his nemesis Amicone from 
without. The inside job is being 
performed by Spano. His “horse” 
has to be Amicone. Why? Because 
Spano is still closely linked to all 
the established players, i.e., Bruno, 
Jereis, Pirro, the Republican Party, 
“big” donors, and some might even 
say, State Democrats. He needs to 
keep his “key” people employed; 
Gail Burns comes to mind, former 
Spano assistant and still Westches-
ter Conservative Party leader.
   Spano can also bring some 
“bucks” to Amicone by directing 
his contacts to donate to the incum-
bent mayor’s campaign. Amicone 
of course needs Spano for similar 
reasons, like keeping Jereis and the 
Republican Party in line, and get-
ting the Conservative line, which 

should be coming up very shortly, 
notwithstanding the interests of the 
Yonkers Firefighters in the Yonkers 
/ County Conservative Party.
   Amicone’s war chest is very “big.” 
After all, he is the incumbent cre-
ation of Spencer and learned how 
to “tap” into all of the preferred 
developers taking advantage of the 
Yonkers “give-away” programs. He 
has also kept Ed Sheren, of IDA / 
economic development fame, close 
to him. Cronyism aside for the mo-
ment, City Hall is fully loaded with 
anyone who can possibly help the 
Amicone campaign.
   What will “We the People” of 
Yonkers get in the end – the end 
being November’s election? We 
will get one of the Spano / Spen-
cer protégés; no matter which side 
of the political aisle they may be 
from, to continue business as usual. 
There will be no change from day 
one; it will actually be worse. If 
it’s Amicone, four more years and 
good-bye; and if its Robertson or 
Restiano, it will be Spencer and the 
revenge of the political bullies.

By Henry Stern

Elected officials, particularly 
in the executive branch of 
governments, frequently develop 
a bunker mentality during their 
terms of office.  They believe that 
most of their constituents do not 
understand what they are trying to 
do, and that the press furthers these 
misconceptions by its hostile and 
biased reporting.
   Conflicts between government and 
media are perennial, no matter who 
the characters in the drama are.  In 
some cases, a newly-elected official 
gets what is called a honeymoon 
which may last for a few months.  
It is considered poor taste to attack 
an official immediately after the 
people have spoken and elected 
him (or her).  Some officials, like 
Mayor Ed Koch, managed to 
prolong this period, but any relief is 
temporary.  After the honeymoon is 
over, however, it is open season on 
the office holders. Some appointed 
officials have personal relationships 
with publishers, which immunize 
them from criticism in certain 
papers.  Most do not, however, and 
are at the mercy of reporters.
   Part of the conflict is that the press 
sees itself as guardians of the public 

Government  v. Media; Eliot’s Elves at War
Loyalty is Demanded, but Conflict is Inevitable as Fourth Estate is Critical of Public Officials

interest, as opposed to the officials 
who are presumed to have sought 
office to further their personal 
interests, whether financial or 
ideological.  Ever since Watergate 
in 1974, readers and writers have 
been more suspicious of officials, 
and not without justification.  Other 
factors promoting an adversarial 
relationship are the daily need to 
find news and the competition 
between papers to break stories..
   If you look at the media, you will 
find, if you do not already know, 
that most news is bad news: wars, 
crimes, accidents, fires, floods, 
avalanches, embezzlements, human 
or mechanical errors of one kind 
or another.  That is because news 
is what differs from the norm, and 
departures are often misfortunes.  
The aphorism, “No news is 
good news”, which means that if 
something bad does not happen one 
is fortunate, is equally applicable 
in its converse, “Good news is 
no news.”   If an agency is doing 
well or if a program is working 
or if expenses or casualties have 
been reduced, that is not nearly as 
newsworthy as if the opposite had 
occurred.
   Added to the difference in 
objectives between the state and the 

media is the personal antagonism 
that results from conflict between 
politicians and reporters, two sets of 
people noted for their high estimate 
of themselves. If you watch press 
conferences, you may notice that 
some of the questions are leading, 
or misleading, or carry the negative 
pregnant,  “Have you stopped 
beating your wife?  Yes or no.”
   There are many totally legitimate 
questions to ask and the press 
conference is a worthwhile 
institution.  Often officials skirt 
the edge of truth telling by their 
evasive, ambiguous, or misleading 
replies.  They are not under oath.  
In fact, the inadequate answers may 
come because they are unready, 
unwilling or unable to provide 

accurate information..
They may be involved in 
negotiations, or embroiled in 
a lawsuit, where out-of-court 
commentary is inappropriate.  
They may not know the answer to 
a question, yet not wish to appear 
ignorant by saying so.  There are 
varying degrees of cynicism and 
obfuscation in both questions 
and answers, because the act of 
making something public is in fact 
a political event, sometimes as 
important as the underlying policy.  
The tree no longer falls unheard in 
the silent forest..
   The concept of the bunker 
mentality is that officials and their 
staffs come to believe that they 
are in an underground defensive 
position, and that anyone who is 
not with them is against them. The 
situation requires abject loyalty 
by staff to the person who has 
the power to appoint them or the 
power to disappoint them; the 
person who can throw them off the 
island..  Differences, if any, may 
only be expressed in private, on 
pain of giving aid and comfort to 
the ubiquitous enemy.  Even then 
disagreement is perilous, because if 
there be a leak, you will be blamed 
for it even if the leaker is your 

bureaucratic rival, and the point of 
the leak is to embarrass you.  I know 
that from personal experience.
   Submission can be demanded and 
received as long as people want to 
stay on the job.  If they are prepared 
to leave, the power exchange shifts. 
For example, as former Deputy 
Attorney General James Comey 
testified before the Senate Judiciary 
Committee on May 15, he, Attorney 
General John Ashcroft, and the 
director of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation were prepared to 
resign over a matter involving the 
National Security Agency which 
was so secret that it could not even 
be discussed.  Evidently the dispute 
was resolved amicably because two 
of the men did not resign until later, 
and FBI director Robert Mueller is 
still on the job.
   The demand for loyalty that 
politicians make of their staffs 
is often applied to journalists.  
They cannot be fired but they 
can be cut off, denied stories, or 
belittled.  Reporters who find fault 
with a particular act or decision or 
situation, are frequently   regarded as 
enemies, and mocked.  The concept 
of “You’re either on the team or off 
the team” (remember, there is no 

see Government Pg. 3
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The Progressive Liberal 
Crusader

Ready,
“Radio achieves its 

highest calling when it 

resembles a platform, a 

forum for the expression 

of many different 

viewpoints …” 
-A.J. Parkinson 
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Weir Only Human

I in team) tends to extend itself to 
relationships with professionals who 
are not subordinates, but observers 
who generally seek objectivity. We 
learned this from observing both 
sides of the relationship.
   Of course, some journalists 
are relentlessly hostile to some 
officials, and try to make their 
bones by proving that the people 
they cover are crooks, imbeciles, 
racists or frauds.  There is danger 
from slanted reporting, and if it is 
done cleverly enough it is difficult 
to detect.  When the reporter is 
dripping with indignation, he does 
not believe that what he writes 
is slanted.  There is a significant 
difference in the way The New York 

Times or Fox News may report the 
same event.  Yet neither believes it 
is unfair, one in fact promotes itself 
as fair and balanced.  
   It  is particularly difficult for an 
observer to comment adversely on 
an action or position of a generally 
good administration, or about a 
public official with whose policy 
objectives one is sympathetic.  
Other officials may be frequent 
objects of criticism, often for 
ethical reasons.  But even honest 
and decent public officials make 
mistakes.  There are cases where 
the good guys are wrong and the 
bad guys are right.  The fair-minded 
journalist discusses issues on their  
merits, not on the basis of what the 
sides are..
   Errors are usually based on 

Government  v. Media; Eliot’s 
Elves at War

From Page 2 ignorance, sometimes corruption, 
rarely malice.  Few officials know 
more than what their staff tells 
them. Many do not like to hire 
people smarter than they are.  For 
some legislators, that rule is very 
hard to follow.  Another problem 
is that some staff members have 
interests of their own, financial or 
career-wise, even as they profess  
loyalty to their current master.  See 
Bob Shrum on John Edwards.  The 
role of staff rivalries in the decision-
making process of public officials is 
often underestimated.
Mr. Stern is president of New York 

Civic (www.NYCivic.org) and a 
blogger on public issues. 

He was New York City’s Parks 
Commissioner for fifteen years 

under Mayors Koch and Giuliani.

By Bob Weir
   It’s  known as HR 1592 or the 
Local Law Enforcement Hate 
Crimes Prevention Act of 2007. It 
authorizes the US Attorney General 
to provide technical, forensic, 
prosecutorial, or other assistance 
in the criminal investigation or 
prosecution of any crime of violence 
under federal law or a felony under 
state, local, or Indian tribal law that 
is motivated by prejudice based on 
the actual or perceived race, color, 
religion, national origin, gender, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, 
or disability of the victim or is a 
violation of the state, local, or tribal 
hate crime laws. Phew! In simple 
terms, this law, recently passed by 
the House of Reps and awaiting a 
Senate vote, would give special 
consideration to crimes committed 
against certain classifications of 
people. Hence, if A slugs B during a 
fight in a bar, the responding police 

officer may have to determine, not 
merely the offense of the assault 
if it had been committed against 
the average person, but the special 
qualifications of the victim, in order 
to determine the proper charge 
against the defendant. 
   A typical scenario might be as 
follows: The officer, after placing 
handcuffs on the defendant, is 
speaking to the victim. “Sir, could 
you answer a few questions for 
me? When the defendant was 
punching you, did he at any time 
mention your country of origin or 
what religion you practice? Victim: 
“Well, no, we were arguing about 
the football game and he shoved 
me. That led to a pushing match 
just before he socked me in the 
nose.” Officer: “I see. But, how 
about during the argument; did he 
make any references to your sexual 
orientation?” Victim: “Certainly 
not! What would make you ask 

such a question?” Officer: “Because 
I need to know the severity of the 
crime. Now, have you ever been a 
woman?” “What? I don’t understand 
what you mean.” “Sir, I’m trying to 
establish if you’ve ever had a sex 
change operation because if you 
did and he referred to it during the 
fight, then we can nail him.” “I 
can’t believe what I’m hearing!” 
“I’m just doing my job, sir. If this 
guy used any language that could 
be interpreted as prejudicial, I 
can charge him with a much more 
serious crime.” “Officer, all he did 
was call me an SOB before he hit 

me with a left hook.” “Aha! Then 
he made a slur against your mother, 
and, since your mother is a woman, 
he was making disparaging remarks 
based on gender. I think we have 
enough here to throw the book at 
him.” 
   The foregoing skit may seem 
ludicrous, but there was a time 
when the use of 4-letter words in 
Hollywood-produced movies was 
thought of as unimaginable. We 
are living in a very strange era. 
People are invading our country, 
thumbing their noses at our laws 
and calling us bigots because we 

criticize their behavior. The correct 
term for them is “illegal aliens,” 
yet, we are being instructed to call 
them “undocumented workers” 
because we don’t want to hurt their 
feelings. Okay, so a guy is arrested 
after breaking into your home and 
walking out with your TV. We don’t 
want to hurt his feelings by calling 
him a burglar, so we charge him 
with being an uninvited visitor in 
possession of property for which he 
has no receipt. When an invader is 
caught sneaking across the border, 
his is usually just sent back to 
try again. In the home invasion 
example, the burglar would be 
caught, the property would be 
returned to the owner and the 
crook would be released. He could 
continue breaking into the house 
and stealing property until he could 
do so without being caught. 
   Burglary of residences, like 
invasion of countries, could become 

an acquired skill, continuously 
improved by spaced repetition. 
After all, if the only penalty for a 
crime is to be nabbed and sent back 
to the starting gate, one only needs to 
replicate the action until he is adept 
enough to succeed. It’s painfully 
evident that people have become 
incredibly proficient at breaking into 
our country. Why shouldn’t they? 
They’ve had plenty of practice. If 
the Hate Crime legislation becomes 
law, those of us who are not in one 
of the privileged classifications will 
simply have less protection from 
predators. Moreover, using the 
term, “illegal alien” might become 
an adjunct to the new law, making 
such an utterance a hate crime. Yes, 
the Constitution protects freedom 
of speech, but it says nothing about 
freedom of thought. 

Felonious Thinking

By Jason Gooljar 
 
   When one looks back to the origins 
of banking and compares it to 
modern times. You’ll have realized 
how far we have come. Some of 
the changes and innovations have 
been for the better and others for 
the worse. I doubt that the ancient 
Mesopotamians (http://www.ex.ac.
uk/~RDavies/arian/origins.html) 
ever envisioned such things as 
credit cards being “everywhere you 
want them to be”. The stock market 
and the idea of the corporation 
as we have come to know it and 
loathe it, in some cases, would have 
probably also baffled the scholars 
of times past. We have gone from 
biblical stories of throwing the 
money changers out of the temple 
to welcoming them into our homes 
through the mailbox, computer, and 
television; with their promises to 
finance our future stability ringing 
loud and clear. 
   The origins of banking first lied 
with securing commodities that were 
seen as valuable and that could be 
used as payments for debts or taxes 
levied. Back then this commodity 
was grain and huge grain banks 
came into existence. Once the grain 
was secured, exchange would then 
take place by the issuing of receipts 
when transfers took place. Grain and 
other commodities were considered 

to be what we now think of as 
money which would come to take 
on different forms and meanings 
and evolve over time from society 
to society. 
   The Greek and Romans of the 
fourth century BC appeared to 
have shifted banking into high 
gear with their use of loans and 
currency exchange. Moneylenders 
would accept payment in one 
city and turn it into credit within 
another. This allowed people to not 
have to transport large amounts of 
coins (http://pages.citebite.com/
e1d7k5j4a8mul) back and forth. 
Of course back then as the use of 
loans and debt increased so did the 
backlash from the Christian Church 
which was against the charging of 
interest. After the fall of the Roman 
Empire this view gained more of 
a following which resulted in a 
cease to the practice of usury. After 
this ban took place these lending 
practices were taken up by people 
from other ethnic backgrounds 
which still allowed it to continue, 
thrive, and have an important 
function. 
   Am I espousing a point of view in 
which lending and charging interest 
is something bad? Hardly. Actually 
I think all of the innovations in 
banking, finance, and investing 
have moved us forward and have 
their places. I just feel they need 

to be regulated 
better. If there is 
one practice that 
remains from 
those years so 
very long ago. It 
is the fact that in 
order for banks 
to make a profit 
and operate they 
must charge 
interest on the 
money that they 
lend.  We deposit 
our money into 
accounts for 
safe keeping 
which they then lend out to others 
and charge interest on it. Of course, 
we only see a small amount of that 
interest come back to us. Also, 
thanks to Glass-Stegall Act of 1933 
the FDIC insures up to $100,000 
per depositor so that we don’t loose 
our shirts. 
   Lending is still one of the pillars 
for any banking institution but 
as I have written about before; 
it has taken on a predatory and 
aggressive personality. As with any 
corporation in existence I feel that 
putting excessive profit making 
above all else is wrong. There are 
all sorts of loans and credit cards 
with varying interest rates that these 
banks sell that can drive you to the 
poor house. And banks are more 

hungry than ever 
to sell you a debt 
product even if 
you think you 
don’t need it. 
Of course with 
d e r e g u l a t i o n 
through the 
Gramm-Leach-
Bliley Act which 
Clinton signed 
into law in 1999. 
C o m m e r c i a l 
banks now own 
b r o k e r a g e s 
and dabble 
with securities 

giving them more opportunities to 
turn a profit. Your old fashioned 
community savings bank is an 
endangered species. 
   The reason why I left banking, 
more directly, the reason I left 
being a bank teller at a Wachovia 
Bank in Westchester County. Was 
because I hit a boiling point where 
I realized that this was not for me. 
They have turned every position in 
the branch into one that must sell 
and meet goals. The sales goals and 
profit maximization are put above 
the people no matter how much 
a “focus” on service scores via a 
Gallup poll tells them otherwise. 
Saying the customer’s name and 
asking them if “there is anything 
else you can do to help them” after 
every single transaction does not 
build a community who will value 
your institution. That caring has 
to come naturally. When I was 
there my “flaw” was that I cared 
more about the people and helping 
them than I did about selling them 
something. The sales pressure was 
felt at the top by the management 
and it eventually trickled down to 
where we as the bank tellers felt 
it because the management was 
under duress. Of course I never 
saw banking as a career in the first 
place, but this only soured my taste 
on it. To be fair Wachovia isn’t the 
only bank that operates like this. I’d 

be surprised if there wasn’t a large 
national commercial bank who did 
not operate similarly. 
   But this brings me back to a 
previous statement I made and that 
is the coming extinction of your 
local community savings bank. 
Are they really lost to us? Besides 
a small amount of local savings 
banks that I read of now and then. 
I think that there is another entity 
that could function in a helpful 
role to bring about a new look 
towards banking.  In the village of 
Hartsdale next to the train station. I 
came across a sign in a vacant store 
window notifying the community 
of a new credit union that would 
be opening up. I visited the website 
(http://www.unistarfcu.org/) where 
I found the following statement: 
“UniStar Federal Credit Union is a 
local financial institution with a big 
difference - we are owned by the 
people we serve. As a not-for-profit 
financial institution, UniStar’s main 
goal is to satisfy the financial needs 
of its members, not to generate 
profits for shareholders. This means 
that all excess earnings are returned 
to credit union members in the form 
of lower interest rates on loans, 
higher yields on savings or new 
products and services.” 
   They offer most of the services and 
products that are now synonymous 
with any commercial bank. You 
have consumer loans, savings 
and investment accounts, Internet 
banking, and a 24-hour telephone 
banking system. They continue to 
say “Our offices are conveniently 
located right in the heart of the 
community. UniStar has been 
honored and recognized time and 
time again for its commitment 
to the local community. Our 
partnerships with local school 
districts, colleges and a wide variety 
of social agencies has served to 
strengthen our core philosophy of 
“People helping People”--a value 
that defines and differentiates 
credit unions from other financial 

institutions nationwide.” Looks like 
the alternative to the big banks are 
getting brighter everyday. Welcome 
to Westchester County, UniStar.

Visit Jason Gooljar, at
http://www.jasongooljar.com 
the progressive liberal on a 

crusade!online.

A New Look At an Old Profession
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Like Klockwork

By Joe Klock, Sr.
 
   During the Amos ‘n Andy era 
of radio, character actress Molly 
Berg wrote and starred in “The 
Goldbergs,” a daily 15-minute 
program in which her namesake 
character dispensed homespun 
advice on everything from family 
squabbles to world affairs.
   It ran from 1929 until 1946, 
through the Great Depression, 
World War II and the beginning of 
some massive changes in human 
society.
   It later had a 7-year run on 
television. (Pioneer boob-tube 
aficionados will remember her call 
of “Yoo-hoo, Mrs. Bl-o-o-o-m” 
from the kitchen window.)
   Little is recorded of Molly’s 
whimsy, wit and wisdom, but if 
her basic philosophy had become 
embedded in our present world, 
it would be a much, much better 
place.
   In essence, and in her very words, 
it was simply: “Be nice and don’t 

Random Acts of Kindness: Maybe a Good Start
fight.”
   Modern mores have shoved  
niceness aside in favor of 
individualism, aloofness, 
discourtesy, hurriedness and 
unconcern for others.
   While, as individuals, we are 
powerless to remedy the greed, 
prejudice, anger, injustice and 
cruelty that has become so 
pervasive on the worldwide stage, 
it is arguable that random acts of 
kindness could be a helpful form of 
global warming.
   True, they would not quickly 
settle such scourges as ethnic feuds, 
tribal wars, governmental misdeeds, 
crime and political hypocrisy; but, 
like Mrs. Goldberg’s chicken soup, 
“it vouldn’t hoit.”
   POSSIBLE STARTERS: Let 
someone with a lighter order 
move ahead of you in the checkout 
line; Yield the right of way to 
another driver for no good reason; 
Compliment a total stranger on his 
or her appearance; Favor everyone 
you meet everywhere you go with a 

brief greeting and 
a big smile; Wave 
to neighbors 
you don’t really 
know; Send at 
least one note or 
e-mail each day 
to a long-ago 
a c q u a i n t a n c e 
with whom 
you’ve been out 
of touch. (“Just 
thinking of you” 
will do for the 
message.)
   OR: Drop a 
couple of small 
coins near a 
playground where some child is sure 
to find them; Give a book you’ve 
already read to someone who hasn’t 
(or drop it off at a nursing home); 
Even if you’re sure someone you 
love knows that you do, tell him/
her anyway - today,  tomorrow and 
the next day, etc.; Turn off the TV 
and just listen to one of your kids 
for a half-hour; Send someone 

who lives alone 
a small gift - 
anonymously.
   OR: Hold 
a door for 
s o m e o n e 
(anyone will 
do); Send a 
n e w s p a p e r 
clipping (“in 
case you 
missed this”) 
to someone 
whose name 
is mentioned 
therein, or 
who might 

be interested for another reason; 
Write a nice note to the table server 
when you sign your credit card 
slip; Remove the shopping cart 
that blocks a parking spot at the 
mall; Help a co-worker with an 
unpleasant chore;  Concede a minor 
point to another person if it will 
make them feel better; Say “please” 
and “thank you” at every possible 
opportunity.

   A hidden benefit of random acts of 
kindness is that you’ll never know 
when one of them has an impact of 
unforeseeable power.
   A case in point: Some years ago, 
Firstwife was making a “guilt trip” 
to visit an elderly and infirm local 
church member. On an impulse, she 
brought along a small doll, just as a 
token gift.
   Little could she have anticipated 
- and never will she forget - the 
weepy, wonderful reaction of that 
dear old lady, who smiled through 
tears of happiness and confessed 
( PLEASE believe this story - it’s 
true) that she had never in her life 
been given a doll of her very own.
   And here’s another: A guy I know 
gives a gold dollar to each person in 
a restaurant, both kids and grown-
ups, whose birthdays (or other 
occasions) are being celebrated. 
One such recipient - again a lady 
of lengthy years - was firmly 
convinced that this random act was 
inspired by her late husband. Seems 
that, since his fairly recent death, 

she’d been finding gift coins he had 
planted here and there as reminders 
of his love. This, she was certain, 
was just another one.
   You’ll seldom know when your 
small kindnesses pay big dividends 
- but that’s not really important, is 
it?
   Do at least one nice and 
unnecessary thing every day - 
preferably something for which 
you’ll get no credit and of which 
you’re unlikely to know the results.
   Except for these two - both 
guaranteed: You’ll feel good about 
yourself and you’ll make the world 
- your world, at least - a little better 
than it was.
   Yoo-hoo....be nice and don’t 
fight!
 

Freelance wordworker Joe Klock, 
Sr. (joeklock@aol.com) is a 

winter Floridian who summers 
in New Hampshire. More of his 

“Klockwork,” is at 
www.joeklock.com.

MOUNT VERNON, NY 
– Mayor Ernest D. Davis, the 
City of Mount Vernon, Brenda 
L. Smith, Superintendent of 
Schools, and Stephen Jackson, 
Principal/Mount Vernon High 
School, proudly invite the 
public to the musical production 
of Dreamgirls, presented 
by The Mount Vernon High 
School ASPIRE (After School 
Program) and Mount Vernon 
High School Community.  The 
performance will take place 
in the Auditorium of Mount 
Vernon High School, 100 
California Road, on Friday, June 1, 
at 8 p.m.; Saturday, June 2, at 3 p.m. 
and 8 p.m.; the finale is on Sunday, 
June 3, 2007, at 4 p.m.
   Director Dana Hubbard of Mount 
Vernon brings Tom Eyen’s Tony 
award-winning Broadway musical 
to Mount Vernon in a tale of 
dreams, stardom, and the high cost 
of success in the recording industry. 
The time is the 1960s, and singers 
Effie, Lorrell, and Deena are about 
to find out just what it’s like to have 
their wildest dreams come true. 
Discovered at a local talent show by 
ambitious manager Curtis Taylor Jr., 
the trio known as “The Dreamettes” 
is soon offered the once-in-a-

Broadway Musical Dreamgirls Coming 
to Mount Vernon

lifetime opportunity of opening for 
popular singer James “Thunder” 
Early. Subsequently molded into an 
unstoppable hit machine by Taylor 
and propelled into the spotlight as 
“The Dreams,” the girls quickly 
find their bid for the big time taking 
priority over personal friendship as 
Taylor edges out the ultra-talented 
Effie so that the more beautiful 
Deena can become the face of the 
group. Come see what happens to 
the small-town girls with big-city 
dreams as they slowly begin to 
realize that the true cost of fame 
may be higher than any of them 
ever anticipated.
   The production showcases a 

wonderfully gifted young 
ensemble and is comprised 
of some of the finest and 
talented youth in Westchester 
County that sing, dance and 
act . . . “triple-threats”. Mount 
Vernon’s Jody Ann Green plays 
Effie White, Jakiea Lewis is 
cast as Lorrell Robinson. 
Sarah Humphrey and Gloria 
Wiggs split the role of Deena 
Jones. Christopher Foster plays 
James “Thunder” Early, Andre’ 
Dodson takes on the role of 
Curtis Taylor, Jr., and Joshua 
Miller plays C.C. White.

   Tickets are $10 for adults; $7 
for group sales - adult groups of 
10 or more, and $5 for children, 
seniors and students with school 
identification.
   Mayor Davis will interview Dana 
Hubbard and members of the cast on 
Thursday, May 31, 2007, at 9 a.m. 
on his radio program, Conversations 
with the Mayor, WVOX 1460AM.
For questions, reservations, group 
sales, and/or additional information, 
please visit the ASPIRE Office at 
Mount Vernon High School, Room 
#210, weekdays, between 8 a.m. 
and 3 p.m., or call 914.665.6784.

CNBC Reporter Sharon Epperson 
Debuts New Book at New Rochelle 

High School 
CNBC Newswoman, Author Gives Journalism Lecture

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- CNBC 
correspondent Sharon Epperson 
was the final speaker for this year’s  
Journalism Lecture Series at New 
Rochelle High School on May 
22nd.  Epperson, who is on tour 
to promote her new book, The Big 
Payoff: 8 Steps Couples Can Take 
To Make the Most Of Their Money, 
spoke about her career in journal-
ism and her passion for personal 
finance as well as the importance of 
financial independence.
   The lecture, held in the Linda 
Kelly auditorium at New Rochelle 
High School, was free and open to 
the public as part of The Journalism 
Lecture Series, which is co-spon-
sored by the PTA Council and New 
Rochelle High School.
   Ms. Epperson, a veteran broadcast 
and print journalist who has been 
a reporter at CNBC since 1996, 
shared anecdotes about her career 
and offered advice to the student 

Journalism teacher Dave Warshawski, CNBC newswoman  
Sharon Epperson and NRHS Principal Don Conetta at the  

Journalism Lecture Series.

journalists in the audience.  Ms. Ep-
person is currently an adjunct lec-
turer in the School of International 
Public Affairs at Columbia Univer-
sity, where she teaches a course on 

professional development for grad-
uate students interested in careers in 
media and communications.

TARRYTOWN, NY -- Another 9, 
LLC, a technology consultancy that 
specializes in helping small and 
mid-sized organizations meet their 
compliance requirements, technical 
staffing and IT outsourcing 
needs, announced it has acquired 
the operating assets of OnSite 
Technology, the IT services division 
of Sipco Publishing. 
   Another 9’s acquisition of OnSite 
Technology, a White Plains, New 
York, based IT systems management 
firm, is important to Another 
9’s business growth planning. 
Furey explains: “Strategically, 
this helps us achieve our business 
growth plan for this year and it 
enhances our reference list of well 
established customers.” Looking 

forward to the welcome addition of 
the Onsite customer and employee 
families, Furey continues, “Former 
OnSite clients will immediately 
leverage our proprietary Operational 
Assurance ™ methodology, our 
robust data center facilities, and 
support team. Engineers from the 
OnSite team add experience and 
depth to our technical bench and 
improve our ability to help clients 
meet their IT systems continuity and 
operational uptime requirements.”
   Jeff Schneider, CEO of OnSite 
Technology, explains the benefits to 
former OnSite customers: “Another 
9 boasts a complete IT managed 
services staff along with the 
cutting-edge services to best meet 
the needs of our former customers. 

This is a very fortuitous marriage 
for OnSite!” 
   Another 9, LLC is a New York 
based MSP (Managed Service 
Provider). The firm specializes in 
“Advancing Business Uptime” 
through diligent, proactive 
management and protection of 
IT systems. The name Another 9 
comes from the pursuit of perfection 
in system uptime and availability. 
Uptime is traditionally measured as 
an annualized percentage, and 100% 
is perfect. Another 9 is committed 
to helping clients improve their 
annual system uptime from 99% to 
99.9% to 99.99% to the elusive “5 
Nines” or 99.999%.

Another 9 Acquires Onsite 
Technology Assets

“My name is Bobbie DiBattista, 
and I am President of the CSEA 
members of the Yonkers School 
District.”
   “Another year and here we go 
again. Yonkers is facing budget 
woes. Talk of layoffs, losing jobs, 
and the need to close the budget 
gap. Meanwhile, no one previously 
representing the district has even 
hinted that there may be layoffs.”
   “I have come here tonight to in-
sist that the city target additional 
aid for the school district. Why it 
that the amount earmarked to the 
schools is is exactly the same as the 
previous year? Didn’t the state give 
Yonkers $76 million in recurring 
funds? Didn’t the city obtain over 

Statement by CSEA President Bobbie 
DiBattista at Yonkers City Budget Pub-

$10 million from the new racino? 
And that’s only the beginning. The 
shortchanging is insulting to voters 
who know the difference between 
fair and sensible funding and an un-
fair calculation.”
   “You all asked us to help last year, 
and we delivered; and we keep on 
delivering, every year to bring mon-
ies in for the district. Now we hear, 
as part of the budget proposal, that 
there will be layoffs. I guess the an-
swer is when you need us, you will 
call us.”

   “I ask you, ladies and gentle-
men, where are the trustees of the 
Board of Education? Why are they 
not standing up before you here to-
night? Why are they not fighting for 
the monies needed for the district? 
Why are the voices coming from 
the unions and the parents of the 
district, and not the Trustees who 
are entrusted with the education of 
the children?”

“On behalf of CSEA members, I 
urge you to take action to resolve 
this budget crisis so that we move 
forward in a positive and produc-
tive manner. Without animosity and 
noise! Thus bringing on more em-
barrassment to the district.”

THE BRONX, NY -- Save the date, Friday, June 
1st. The ceremony and celebration of the return of 
California sea lions to The Bronx Zoo will begin 
at 11:30 AM.
   After an 18 month absence, Adrienne, Cleo and 
Indy, the Bronx Zoo’s three beloved female sea 
lions are returning to their Sea Lion Pool home. 
They’ll also be welcoming a new 5-year-old 
male, Kiani, from the Georgia Aquarium. Plus, 
The Bronx Zoo will show off their renovated, 
landmark centerpiece, Astor Court, including the 
redesigned Italian Garden to the stunning new 
Peacock Garden.

The Great Return: Sea Lions Back at 
The Bronx Zoo June 1st     

Photographed by and courtesy of Julie Larsen Maher © WCS           
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Pataki.
   One of the first to get involved 
with Empire’s original incarnation, 
known as Alpha Hospitality 
Corporation, was Pataki’s economic 
development czar and top fundraiser 
Charles Gargano. In time, Alpha 
was re-organized into Empire 
Resorts after six of its former 
directors and officers were indicted 
on federal charges of bank fraud and 
tax evasion.. The charges stemmed 
from what the feds said was a $100 
million swindle of creditors who 
had backed the businessmen in 
their takeover of the Days Inn hotel 
chain. Alpha was never charged 
with wrong doing, but five of its 
executives were later convicted.
   Still unresolved is the case against 
Alpha’s founder and patriarch, a 
South African hotel mogul named 
Stanley Tollman. When charges 
came down, Tollman escaped to 
England, out of reach of American 
law. The U.S. Attorney’s office 
regards Tollman as a fugitive and is 
still seeking his extradition.
   Even after stepping down from 
Alpha, Gargano stayed close to 
Tollman. Although Empire insists 
Tollman plays no role in the 
reconfigured corporation, he still 
maintains an $11 million stake in 
the company and, as the corporation 
has stated in disclosure filings 
to the Securities and Exchange 
Commission, “there can be no 
assurance” that regulators won’t 
look askance at the connection. If 
so, investors were warned in a 2006 
report, “We could lose our gaming 

licenses or be forced to liquidate 
certain or all our gaming interests.”
   Among the current major 
shareholders in Empire Resorts is a 
developer who was one of Pataki’s   
closest allies and biggest campaign 
contributors. Since 1994, builder 
Louis Capelli, along with family 
members and business associates, 
has chipped in more than $400,000 
in gifts to Pataki and state republican 
committees. Cappelli did well 
in return, winning leases and 
contracts from the administration. 
In one embarrassing episode, the 
Manhattan District Attorney’s 
Office launched a criminal probe 
after opposing bidders complained 
of favoritism when Gargano 
awarded a Cappelli-tied firm the 
rights to develop a huge swath of 
land state-owned land at Pilgrim 
State Hospital on Long Island. No 
charges were brought, but the deal 
was scuttled.
   Also holding a major stake in 
the venture are brother Joseph 
and Ralph Bernstein. The pair 
have long been active developers, 
but have kept a low profile since 
congressional hearings in 1986 
revealed that they had acted as 
fronts for former Philippines 
dictator Ferdinand Marcos, who 
plundered his country’s treasury to 
invest in New York City real estate. 
Joseph Bernstein gave Pataki a 
$5,000 donation.
Then there are the lobbyists:
   The leader of the pack is Kieran 
Mahoney, a protégé of for NYS 
Senator Alfonse D’Amato, 

who managed three of Pataki’s 
gubernatorial races. Records show 
Mahoney’s Mercury Public Affairs 
pulled in $213,000 in lobbying 
fees since 2004 pressing Empire 
Resorts’ goals with the governor’s 
office and the legislature. Mahoney 
also earned an unspecified amount, 
such fees often run as high as 25 
percent, for placing $220,00 in 
radio ads promoting the project.
   Also lobbying for Empire has 
been Jeff Buley, a longtime counsel 
to the state Republican Party. 
For years, Buley was partners 
with Albert Pirro, the influential 
Westchester lawyer and Pataki ally 
whose repeated scrapes with the 
law, including an 11-month prison 
stint for tax evasion, helped undo a 
budding political career for his wife, 
former Westchester County District 
Attorney Jeanine Pirro. Al Pirro 
got his own bite at the casino apple 
when his friend Louis Cappelli 
hired his firm as a consultant on 
environmental remediation near the 
casino site.
   Buley had influence in other was 
as well. During the years Buley 
was on the corporation’s payroll at 
$7,500 a month panel overseeing 
state racing operations, his wife, 
Cheryl, was a member, and later the 
$120,000-a-year chairwoman, of the 
state Racing and Wagering Board, 
the panel overseeing state racing 
operations. On his way out the 
door, Pataki handed Cheryl Buley 
another patronage plum in the form 
of a six-year term as a $109,000-
per-year member of the state Public 

Casino Cronies Pull an Inside Straight – The Westchester 
County Contingent

Service Commission, where she is 
currently giving Spitzer headaches 
by complaining of harassment by 
other board members.
   Then there is lobbyist Peter 
Delaney, who has been a Pataki 
intimate since the ex-governor’s 
days as Mayor of Peekskill, when 
Delaney, an aspiring developer, 
hired Pataki as his broker on a $1 
million land deal there. Delaney 
served as Pataki’s first commissioner 
of general Services, where he 
engendered his own controversies 
when it was reported that he had 
helped steer lucrative construction 
contracts in state-leased properties 
to Cappelli’s companies. Last year, 
Delaney’s lobbying firm, Prostart 
Inc., was paid $160,000 by Empire, 
and filings show it continues to rack 
up fees from the corporation at a 
clip of $15,000 per month.
   Even Spitzer’s old nemesis, former 
State Attorney General Dennis 
Vacco, is a hired gun for the casino 
outfit. Vacco, who won election 
on the GOP ticket with Pataki in 
1994, lost four years later in a bitter 
race to Spitzer, then a neophyte 
politician. During the campaign, 
Spitzer savaged Vacco as unethical 
and incompetent. Vacco, however, 
quickly re-emerged as an influential 
Albany insider, first as head of 
a trade-waste company, then as 
a lobbyist. Empire paid Vacco 
$110,000 last year to promote its 
cause, and he remains on the payroll 
at $10,000 per month lobbying the 
Republican controlled Senate.
   In the Albany spirit of equal 

opportunity influence peddling, 
Empire also retained a pair of 
prominent Democratic lobbyists 
to work the Democrat-controlled 
Assembly: Brian Meara, a favorite 
of Assembly Speaker Sheldon 
Silver, is pulling in $5,000 a month, 
and former Yonkers Mayor and 
former Lieutenant Governor Al 
DelBello is paid $10,000 a month.
   Governor Spitzer’s often repeated 
campaign pledge to bring new 
economic development to ailing 
upstate regions is one a major 
rationale behind his recent conduct. 
“The governor has said that gaming 
should be part of an economic 
development strategy on its own,” 
says Spitzer spokesman Paul 
Larrabee.
   Another aspect of Spitzer’s plan 
is political. Foremost among the 
apostates was Alfonze D’Amato, 
who created Pataki’s candidacy in 
1994 and remains the single most 
powerful figure in the state party. 
As early as May 2006, D’Amato 
was openly saying that Spitzer 
would make “a great governor” and 
that the hard-driving ex-prosecutor 
was too far ahead in the polls for 
anyone to catch him.
   D’Amato also helped drive 
Willaim Weld, the moderate former 
Massachusetts governor, out of 
the race by denouncing Weld’s 
involvement with a for-profit college 
scandal in Kentucky. D’Amato also 
got his Long Island allies to back 
Faso at the GOP convention, even 
though the conservative was widely 
considered a weak candidate.

Spitzer also got royal treatment from 
Republican Jeanine Pirro’s attorney 
general campaign. Pirro’s television 
ads depicted Spitzer as a “fighter” 
and role model whom she would 
emulate if elected. The ads made 
Faso cringe, but there wasn’t much 
he could do, since the mastermind 
of Pirro’s campaign was none other 
than Pataki’s favorite advisor, 
Kieran Mahoney.
   And Spitzer got an early and large 
contribution from the wife of builder 
and Empire partner Louis Cappelli. 
Campaign records show that Kylie 
Travis (Cappelli) donated $25,000 
to Spitzer in 2005 (the couple were 
among Pirro’s biggest benefactors, 
pumping $70,000 into her losing 
campaign).
   All in all, by the time Spitzer was 
ready to consider the casino plan, 
there were no hostile camps on the 
horizon in Monticello, only those 
with friendly intentions.
   How confident is Empire Resorts 
that it’s finally in the home stretch? 
The question was one of several 
put to Empire’s vice president 
for communications, Charles 
Degliomini. “Sure, let me get back 
to you,” he said. But he didn’t. 
Degliomini, a longtime D’Amato 
associate and former coworker and 
close friend of Charles Gargano 
was not heard from again.

Divine Liturgy, with Metropolitan 
Herman presiding and ordaining 
Paul Coats to the Holy Diaconate. 
During the Liturgy, Fr John Erickson, 
Dean, was elevated to archpriest 
and Priest John Behr, Dean-elect, 
was awarded the dignity of the gold 
cross. Fr Chad Hatfield, Chancellor-
elect, gave an inspiring homily. At 
the conclusion of the service, Fr 
Paul Lazor was awarded a synodal 
citation (gramota) in recognition of 
his retirement after many years of 
service to the Church.  
   Later that afternoon, the 
community gathered again in 
the Three Hierarchs’ Chapel for 
a thanksgiving prayer service. 
Students, graduates, faculty, 
and trustees left the chapel in a 
procession to the Metropolitan Philip 
Auditorium for the commencement 
ceremony, dodging rain drops as 
they went between buildings. The 
room was filled beyond capacity 
with proud parents, grandparents, 
wives, children, other family 
members and friends. 
   Fr Hermogen Holste, the 
valedictorian, compared Christ’s 
40-day fast in the desert before 
He began His ministry with the 
graduating students’ precious 
seminary days. “Seminary is a time 
of preparation where we are set 
apart and formed to serve the Lord 
fully and faithfully. A foundation is 
useless without a building, it is our 
duty to give ourselves for the sake 
of others,” he said to embolden his 
fellow classmates. 
   Co-salutatorians, second-year 
students Rico Monge and the newly 
ordained Dn Paul Coats, both 
expressed their appreciation and 
gratitude for the advice, friendship 
and faithful example of leadership 
given by the Class of 2007.  
   Dean Emeritus Fr Thomas Hopko 
gave the keynote address. One of 
the graduates, Daniel Bethancourt, 
described Fr Tom’s talk as “a 
synthesis of my entire seminary 
experience. It was like listening to 
a symphony.” 
   Fr John Erickson announced that 

Record-breaking Number 
Graduate from St 

Vladimir’s Seminary

this year’s senior class recipient 
of the Saint Basil the Great Award 
was Fr Hermogen Holste.  The 
award is given annually to students 
in the Master of Divinity program 
who rank the highest in academic 
achievement, one from each class 
year. Recipients from the junior 
(first-year) and middler (second-
year) classes will be announced at 
the start of the fall 2007 semester.  
   Dn Paul Coats was awarded the 
newly-established St Vladimir 
Scholarship, which is given for 
strong academic performance, the 
promise of significant service to 
the Church, and commendable 
participation in seminary extra-
curricular activities. The newly-
established Distinguished Service 
Scholarship was also awarded to 
Dn Paul Rivers, Brock Johns, and 
Nicholas Hubbard, all students who 
have demonstrated outstanding 
participation in seminary extra-
curricular activities. 
   A very touching moment 
occurred when Gregory Ealy and 
Christopher Rocknage, on behalf 
of the graduating class, presented 
Fr Paul Lazor with a hand-painted 
icon of St John of Kronstadt. The 
Board of Trustees added to this 
acknowledgement of Fr Paul’s 
retirement with a resolution that 
was read by the Board’s Executive 
Chair, Anne Glynn Mackoul, 
expressing appreciation for his 
many years service to the seminary. 
The whole room stood in applause 
acknowledging Fr Paul’s significant 
contributions.  
   His Beatitude, Metropolitan 
Herman was the last to speak and 
said, “I hope that you will all be 
blessed to hear ‘Well done, good 
and faithful servant’ when you 
stand before our Lord Jesus Christ, 
for the work you will do building 
up His Church.”  
   Concurrent with the end of the 
semester, the Board of Trustees 
held their annual spring meeting 
and enjoyed a dinner with the 
graduating class on Thursday 
evening, May 17, 2007. 

Westchester Mountain Biking 
Association (WMBA), a mountain 
biking advocacy group dedicated 
to promoting the use of mountain 
bikes on trails in a safe and 
environmentally friendly manner. 
All proceeds from the day’s 
events will benefit the Friends of 
Westchester County Parks, Inc., a 
not-for-profit agency that supports 
Westchester’s parks, promotes their 
value to the economic, social and 
aesthetic vitality of the community, 
and stimulates public participation, 
interest and support in their 
preservation.
      The bicycle poker rally in which 
contestants ride the trails stopping 
at different stations to pick up a 
playing card; the more stations they 
visit, the more cards they collect 
as they try to build the best poker 
hand to win the game. This is a 
great event for riders of all skill and 
fitness levels. All “players” receive 
a commemorative T-shirt and are 
eligible to win a mountain bike. 
Cyclists can sign up for the rally at 
the main WMBA tent on the day of 
the festival.
      Festival-goers can also join the 
fun by participating in the “Bike 
Limbo,” in which cyclists of all ages 
are challenged to see “how low they 
can go” under the limbo bar. The 
festival will include the “Slowest 
Rider” race in which the last rider 
over the finish line wins. There 
will also be trail demonstration to 
see how expert mountain bicyclists 
handle their rigs. Guided trail 

rides will be held throughout the 
event for cyclists of all skill levels 
(including children), and festival-
goers will have an opportunity to 
try out the latest suspension bikes 
for real test rides on the beautiful 
Blue Mountain trails.
      Food and refreshments will be 
available for purchase throughout 
the event.
      Admission and parking are free; 
the event will be held rain or shine.
      Please note that according to 
New York State law, children 14 
years of age and younger must 
wear a bicycle helmet. All riders 
are required to wear a helmet for all 
festival activities.
      Blue Mountain Reservation 
in Peekskill can be reached via 
Route 9, north or south, to Welcher 
Avenue; head east off the exit and 
straight to the entrance to the park.
      For more information about the 
“Fat Tire Festival 2007,” log on to 
www.wmba.org or call the County 
Parks Department at (914) 864-
PARK.

General information about 
Westchester County Parks is 

available at  
www.westchestergov.com. 

12th Annual “Fat 
Tire Festival” at Blue 

Mountain

From Page 1

CORTLANDT, NY -- Patrol 
the Hudson River aboard the 
Westchester County Police Marine 
Unit’s 27-foot Boston Whaler. 
Watch members of the Mounted 
Unit put their horses – Zeus, Ranger, 
Mohawk and Hudson –  through 
their paces. Visit a police forensic 
lab for a real-life episode of CSI: 
Westchester.
   These and other adventures await 
young people ages 14-20 in the new 
Law Enforcement Explorer Post 
being formed in Cortlandt by the 
Westchester County Department of 
Public Safety.
   “The Explorer Post will give 
young people hands-on experience 
and exposure to the criminal justice 
field,” said WCPD Detective 
Thomas Camerino, the post’s 
adviser. “Along the way they will 
learn, have fun, face challenges and 
discover whether a law enforcement 
career is right for them.”
   Young people who are interested 
in finding out more are invited to 
attend a presentation on Thursday, 
May 31 at 6:30 p.m. at Cortlandt 

Law Enforcement Explorer 
Post Forms in Cortlandt

Town Hall, 1 Heady Street, and 
Cortlandt Manor. Parents are urged 
to attend to learn of the post’s 
summer and school-year schedule.
   The Explorer Post is affiliated with 
the Westchester-Putnam Council of 
the Boy Scouts of America and is 
open to both males and females. It 
is being sponsored by the Police 
Benevolent Association of the 
Department of Public Safety.
Trips are planned to Westchester 
County police headquarters, 
the Westchester County police 
forensics laboratory and the New 
York City Police Museum. Post 
members will participate in bi-
weekly meetings, community 
service projects and outdoor 
activities such as backpacking and 
camping. Speakers from local, 
state and federal police agencies 
will meet with Post members to 
discuss career opportunities in law 
enforcement.

For further information, contact 
Detective Camerino at 914-864-

7660 or at
 tcc4@westchestergov.com

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- The 
award-winning Parent-Child Home 
Program (PCHP) is recruiting paid, 
part-time “home visitors” for their 
2007-2008 program year (Oct.-
May). Sponsored by Westchester 
Jewish Community Services, PCHP 
is designed to support parents as 
their children’s first teachers and 
promote school readiness for their 
toddlers. The program serves low-
income families in White Plains, 
Port Chester, New Rochelle, 
Mamaroneck, Greenburgh, and 
Mt. Vernon in the comfort of their 
homes.  Together, parent, child 
and home visitor participate in fun 
and stimulating activities using 

WJCS Seeks “Home Visitors” for 
School Readiness Program

specially selected books and toys. 
Since it began in 1972, more than 
2,800 parents and their toddlers 
have benefited from this innovative, 
home-based early education, family 
literacy and parenting program.
   To be a home visitor requires a 
minimum commitment of nine hours 
per week.  Although home visitor’s 
hours are flexible, attendance is 
required at weekly staff/training 
meetings held on Wednesday 
mornings. New staff training will 
be held in September.
Those interested may call Patrice 
Cuddy, PCHP Director, at (914) 
949-7699, ext. 324.
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Founded by the late Pasquale Pistone
James Sadewhite – Conductor and Music Director

Sponsored by
Yonkers Mayor Philip Amicone, the Yonkers Dept. of Parks, Recreation
and Conservation and The Fine Arts Orchestral Society of Yonkers, Inc.

Present

Winners of the FAOS Twenty-Ninth Annual 
Concerto Competition

Sunday, June  10,  2007 – at 3:00 P.M.

FREE ADMISSION

Saunders Trade and Technical High School
183 Palmer Road                            Yonkers,  N.Y.

For Information call (914) 476-3711  or  (914) 631-6674
Web Site www.yonkersphilharmonic.org

ARMONK, NY -- On the steps of 
the North Castle Town Hall, North 
Castle Councilman Bill Weaver 
last week announced that he will 
be running for Town Supervisor 
in the November 6th election.  Mr. 
Weaver stated that one of his top 
priorities is to keep taxes and 
spending under control.  One of the 
ways he will reduce costs is through 
the evaluation of each department 
to ensure that they are operating 
efficiently.  Another top priority of 
Mr. Weaver is keeping development 
under control.  He feels that the 
town has been too lenient when 
granting zoning changes, and that 
the town is not looking at the long-
term implications of these zoning 
changes.  In response to concerns 
from residents that the town 
has granted special treatment to 
certain residents over others when 
approving zoning changes, Mr. 
Weaver stated that he would make 
sure that everyone is treated fairly 
and equally when they come before 
the town.     
   Mr. Weaver has been a resident 
of North Castle for over 50 years, 
and has a long record of community 
service.  He was elected councilman 
in November 2005, and he 

Councilman Bill Weaver 
Announces Candidacy for 
North Castle Supervisor

previously served as a councilman 
from 1990 to 2001. His volunteer 
service to the community includes 4 
years as a varsity soccer coach, and 
13 years of service in the Armonk 
Volunteer Fire Department, part of 
that time serving as Chief of the 
Department.  For 38 years he has 
worked for his family business, 
Westair, and has served as its 
President for the last 20 years.  
   Mr. Weaver stated that as a 
successful business owner, he will 
bring a great deal of knowledge 
and business experience to the 
Supervisor’s Office.  He is excited 
about hitting the campaign trail 
to listen to town residents, and to 
debating the issues that matter most 
to North Castle voters. 

HARRISON, NY -- The Harriso  n 
Democratic Committee has made 
their formal endorsements for the 
upcoming November elections.  
Harrison, a co-terminus town and 
village, will be holding elections 
for the Supervisor/Mayor, two of 
four Town Council/Village Board 
seats, Town/Village Clerk, and two 
Town/Village Justices.   
    Joan Walsh, the current Town 
Clerk, is the Democratic candidate 
for Supervisor/Mayor.  Walsh was 
appointed to the office of Town 
Clerk in February 1990, and has 
been re-elected to the office seven 
times.  “As Clerk, I know that I 
have improved the office, always 
stressing that service comes first,” 
said Walsh.  “My most important 
function as Clerk is to write the 
Town’s history through Town 
Board Resolutions, and I write 
them so that people know what was 
said and done, not just a dry recital 
of the votes because transparency 
of the government is an important 
value to me.”  
Walsh added that one of her 
important contributions has been 
seeking and receiving grants in 
excess of $250,000  to convert the 
town’s archives into electronic 
form creating a searchable, user-
friendly database. “In my 42 years 
in Harrison, I have contributed to 
the town in many ways through 
various community organizations,” 
said Walsh.  “I know that I can 
contribute even more as Supervisor/
Mayor in the years to come. It will 
be the culmination of my many 
years of service to Harrison.”  
Walsh and her husband, Jack, have 
four children, Douglas, Christopher, 
Whitney, and Matthew, all of whom 
have graduated from Harrison 
schools. 
   Robert Paladino will be seeking 
re-election to the Harrison Town 
Board.  First elected in 1991, 
Paladino is a lawyer and the 
president of Jasper Energy, a firm 
that provides construction and 
project management, consulting, 
financial, and investment advisory 
services in the electric energy 
industry. Prior to his election to 
Town Board, Paladino was the 
chairman of the Town’s Budget 
Advisory Committee and one 

Harrison Democratic Committee 
Endorses Candidates 

of the founding members of the 
Harrison Educational Foundation.  
He is a former President of the 
Giovanni Cabotto Club, a member 
of the Knights of Columbus, and 
a Commissioner of Public Utilities 
for Westchester County, and was 
a Harrison School Board member 
from 1995 - 2000 .  He lives in 
downtown Harrison with his wife, 
Louann; they have two adult 
daughters: Jessica, and engineer 
and law student, and Lauren, a 
school psychologist.      
   Pat Vetere will be seeking re-

election for his sixth term as 
Councilman.  Vetere is a member 
of the Board of the Westchester 
County Department of Parks and 
Recreation  He is the President of 
the Town of Harrison Lion’s Club, 
former captain of the Harrison 
Fire Department, and a member 
of the Knights of Columbus.  He 
resides in the Brentwood section 
of Harrison.  A lifelong resident, 
Vetere is the widowed father of 
three adult children and a member 
of  Local 137 Operating Engineers 
for 47 years.   
Both Paladino and Vetere are 
staunch critics of the current 
administration and seek to continue 
working toward restoring fiscal 
discipline to Harrison.   
   Frank A. Acocella is the Democratic 
candidate seeking election to the 
position of Town Clerk. Acocella, 
a graduate of Manhattan College 

and Touro School of Law in 
Huntington, NY, is a member of 
the New York State Bar and a 
practicing attorney.  Frank has had 
vast experience in the private sector 
in many diverse business endeavors 
and is proud to have been able to 
share that with his students at the 
College of Westchester (Formerly 
Westchester Business Institute) 
where Frank taught various 
courses including Business Law, 
American Culture and Media, 
and Creative Writing. In February 
2001 Frank received Presidential 

Commendation Award for his 
efforts as an adjunct professor at the 
College of Westchester. With his 
wife and other partners, who now 
run the day-to-day operations, Frank 
has built successful businesses in 
real estate acquisitions, sales, and 
mortgages. He is a member of the 
Giovanni Cabotto Club and the 
Comunita Andrettese both located 
in Harrison. A resident of Harrison 
since the age of 16, Acocella has 
always aspired to public service 
and looks forward to continuing 
the successes and policies of Joan 
Walsh as Town Clerk.  He lives in 
downtown Harrison with his wife, 
Andrea, and their nine month old 
son Nicola (Nico).
   Marc Lust will be seeking re-
election for his third term as 
Harrison Town Justice.  Lust earned 
a Juris Doctor degree from Boston 
University School of Law, a Master 

of Laws degree from New York 
University School of Law, and a 
Bachelor of Arts degree from Union 
College.  He has been a practicing 
trial attorney for over 30 years and 
is currently with the firm of Kopff, 
Nardelli & Dopf, LLP.  The former 
president and currently a member 
of the Board of Directors of the 
Westchester County Magistrates 
Association, Lust is also a member 
of New York State and Westchester 
County Bar Associations and 
admitted to practice law in the 
State of California and before the 
Federal District Courts and the 
United States Supreme Court.  An 
adjunct professor at the College of 
New Rochelle and a member of the 
Board of Directors of the Jewish 
Community Center of Harrison, 
Lust has served his community 
as a baseball and soccer coach for 
the Town of Harrison Recreation 
Department for the past 14 years.  
He lives in Harrison with his 
wife, Dr. Lois Brustman, and their 
three children, Alyssa, Daniel, and 
Benjamin. 
   Ronald Bianchi, former Mayor/
Supervisor of Harrison, has received 
the nomination for Harrison Town 
Justice.  Bianchi earned a Bachelor 
of Laws, Master of Laws, Doctor 
of Laws degrees from Brooklyn 
Law School and contributed to law 
review.  He has served Harrison as 
Deputy Town Attorney from 1974 to 
1977, Town Attorney from 1993 to 
1997, fire and police commissioner, 
and Supervisor/Mayor for two 
terms from 1998 to 2001.  Bianchi 
has also served as the Assistant 
District Attorney for Kings County 
(1967-1969), law assistant to the 
Judges of the Appellate Division 
of the Supreme Court, 2nd Dept., N. 
Y. (1969-71), and Vice President 
and Assistant General Counsel of 
Bankers Trust Company (1979-
1991).  Currently in private practice, 
Bianchi has tried numerous cases 
before the Federal District Courts, 
New York Supreme Court, County 
Court, and Harrison Justice Court.  
A resident of Purchase since 1970, 
he has received numerous awards 
from local service organizations.  
Bianchi and his wife, Virginia, have 
three adult sons, who are married, 
and seven grandchildren. 

GREAT FALLS, VA -- New York 
State Assemblyman George Latimer 
had the honor as guest speaker at the 
recent Eagle Court of Honor which 
inducted his nephew and godson, 
James Pungello (photo, right) as an 
Eagle Scout. Pungello, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Ron Pungello of Great 
Falls, Virginia, will be attending 
Fordham University in the fall as a 
freshman. Mrs. Pungello - mother 

Latimer at Eagle Court 
of Honor

of James - is Latimer’s sister.
   “I’ve often had the honor of 
welcoming fine young men who 
have earned the Eagle Scout 
designation...but never someone in 
my own family”, Latimer said. “I’m 
immensely proud of James, and I’m 
honored I could be there with my 
sister, brother-in-law and family to 
share this moment”.

Leonard Spano of Yonkers, and his son John Spano, with Kevin Plunkett 
of Tarrytown. The event took place at the Renaissance Hotel 

in White Plains. 

American Diabetes Association’s 
“Father of the Year” Honorees 

Reception

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- Consumers 
shopping at one of the county’s 
major home-improvement chains 
will no longer have to fight to get 
a “rain check” when an advertised 
special is unavailable, under an 
agreement announced today by 
County Executive Andy Spano. 
   County Executive Spano said 
that The Home Depot USA, Inc., 
headquartered in Georgia and with 
five stores in Westchester, was 
fined $1,500 and has agreed to now 
abide by the Westchester County 
Consumer Code’s requirements for 
the issuing of rain checks.
   “Luring customers through 
advertising that proclaims that 
items are on sale – and then failing 
to issue rain checks if the items are 
unavailable – is a deceptive and 
illegal practice,” said Spano. 

Home Depot Settles “Rain Check” Inquiry 
Home-improvement retailer will now comply with county code on rain checks

   Home Depot stores in Westchester 
have been cited previously for 
violating the county’s item pricing 
law.
After receiving a complaint that the 
Home Depot store in Hawthorne 
refused to issue rain checks, the 
Department of Consumer Protection 
conducted an investigation. 
Undercover inspectors posed as 
consumers and confirmed that the 
store was not offering rain checks 
when items advertised as “on sale” 
were unavailable for purchase. 
Under the county code, retailers 
must issue a rain check if advertised 
merchandise is unavailable for 
purchase due to lack of supply, 
unless the advertisement discloses a 
specific limitation of quantity. The 
rain check allows a consumer to 
purchase the item at the advertised 

price for the next 30 days. 
   The agreement with Home Depot 
marks the second time this year 
that a major Westchester retailer 
has been cited by the Department 
of Consumer Protection for failing 
to comply with the county’s rain 
check law.  The electronics chain 
Circuit City was cited in January.
   In addition to the monetary 
penalty, the terms of the consent 
agreement require Home Depot: 
• to offer rain checks if advertised 
merchandise is unavailable, unless 
the advertisement  discloses that 
quantities are limited, 
• to have in stock in each of its stores 
a sufficient quantity of advertised 
merchandise to meet reasonably 
anticipated public demand, unless 
the advertisement discloses that 
quantities are limited, 

• to disclose, when an advertisement 
states that quantities are limited, the 
specific  number of advertised items 
that are available at each of its stores, 
and not utilize general disclaimers 
regarding product availability such 
as “limited quantities,” 
• to train its employees about the 
rain check requirements of the 
county Consumer Code. 
   “The Home Depot and Circuit 
City cases should put all retailers 
on notice that failure to issue rain 
checks will result in enforcement 
action by the Department,” said 
Gary Brown, Director of Consumer 
Protection.  “We expect all retailers 
to follow the law, and to better 
serve their customers, by issuing 
rain checks when advertised items 
are unavailable.”   

NEW ROCHELLE, 
NY -- United Hebrew 
Geriatric Center 
(UHGC), a multi-
service senior living 
campus in New 
Rochelle, NY, recently 
hosted its Fourth 
Annual Chef’s Tasting 
at Willow Towers, 
the campus’ assisted 
living residence. The 
event was held to 
raise funds for the 
UGC Foundation 
to benefit UHGC 
residents, programs 
and services. 
   Harrin Platzner, 
a New Rochelle 
businessman and 
member of the 
UHGC Board of 
Directors, chaired the 
event, which raised approximately 
$10,000. 
   Nearly 200 people enjoyed 
samples of cuisines from some 
of  Westchester’s finest restaurants, 
including An American Bistro, 
Anna Maria’s, Balducci’s, 
MacMenamin’s Grill, Mamma 
Francesca, Mo’s New York Grill, 
Mulino’s of Westchester, Rangoli, 
Tequila Sunrise, The Sterling Inn, 
Yvonne’s Southern Cuisine, and 
Zitoune. 
   Michael Grossberg of The Grape 
Exchange presented an international 

Fourth Annual Chef’s Tasting Benefits 
United Hebrew Geriatric Center

Zitoune Moroccan Cuisine, Mamaroneck

wine tasting that featured a variety 
of wines from around the world. 
   Rita Mabli, UHGC Executive 
Vice President/CEO, said that the 
funds raised at the event helped 
support the Campaign for the 21st 
Century, the capital campaign 
for  UHGC’s state-of-the-art 
nursing facility, which is under 
construction and scheduled to open 
in 2008. The facility will enable 
UHGC to continue to provide a 
livable community for its residents 
and neighbors. 
   “I would like to extend a 
special thanks to our volunteers, 

participating restaurants and 
vendors, Michael Grossman and 
especially to Beverly Green, 
generous benefactor of Willow 
Towers,” Mabli said. 
   United Hebrew Geriatric Center is 
located at 391 Pelham Road, New 
Rochelle, New York 10805. Willow 
Towers is located at 355 Pelham 
Road, New Rochelle.
For further information, please 
contact Linda Forman at 
914.632.2804 x 224, 
e-mail lforman@uhgc.org, or visit 
http://www.uhgc.org/.
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Now give her
something that will last forever...

WESTCHESTER CHRISTIAN WORSHIP CENTER

Acknowledging, Empowering, Impacting
294 Old Mamaroneck Road, White Plains, 914-761-3361

www.WCWC.us

week at the beach

summer camp

a new bicycle

YONKERS, NY—The prestigious 
Art Rooney Pace Final will be 
contested for the first $1 million 
purse in the history of Yonkers 
Raceway, the richest race 
in the 108-year annals of the half-
mile oval, on Saturday night, June 2, 
it was announced today by General 
Manager Bob Galterio.
   A pair of $40,000 eliminations, 
carded as the eighth and ninth races, 
are slated for this Saturday night, 
May 26, and the first four finishers 
from each heat will qualify for the 
Rooney finale and its lucrative seven 

figure purse the following week The 
17th edition of the Rooney, which 
returns to Yonkers for the first time 
since 2003, has attracted 14 three 
year olds.
   “We’ve envisioned the day when 
our biggest races would be worth 
this type of money,” Galterio said. 
“We’re ecstatic to have the Rooney 
as the first of what we anticipate 
to be many million-dollar events, 
making Yonkers Raceway once 
again the premier harness racing 
facility in North America.”
Purses at Yonkers have been buoyed 

by the 5,500 video lottery terminals 
and new, refurbished Empire City 
facilities launched last October.
   The Art Rooney Pace remembers 
the iconic founding father of the 
Pittsburgh Steelers.
   Yonkers Raceway first opened in 
1899, and many of the legendary 
trotters and pacers in the sport of 
harness racing have made their 
mark on the historic half mile 
oval, including Most Happy Fella, 
Albatross, Bret Hanover, Meadow 
Skipper, and Nevele Pride.

Richest Purse in Yonkers Raceway 
History to be Contested on Saturday 

Night, June 2

Art Rooney Pace Final Worth $1 Million 

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- In an 
attempt to encourage greater use 
of solar power, County Legislator 
Martin Rogowsky has sponsored 
legislation to exempt the purchase 
of residential solar energy systems 
equipment from county sales and 
use taxes.  
   “Unlike fossil fuels, solar 
energy is non-polluting and 
homeowners, especially those who 
are environmentally aware and 
active, are eager to use it as a way 
to contribute to the reduction of 
global warming,” said Rogowsky. 
“By exempting solar systems from 
the county sales tax, we’re adding 
to existing federal and state tax 
incentives intended to make a 
homeowner’s switch to solar power 
more affordable.”  
   Rogowsky noted that it was 
important to encourage the 
number of ‘environmental 
pioneers,’ homeowners who are 
up for incorporating new energy 
technologies that are ‘greener’ and 
more eco-friendly in their own 

Rogowsky Calls for 
Giving Homeowners That 
Switch to Solar Energy a 
County Sales Tax Break  
Local Incentive Would Add to Existing State and 

Federal Incentives
homes which can then serve as 
models for others.  
   “If each one of us reduces our own 
carbon footprint even slightly, it will 
amount to a meaningful reduction in 
the build up of gases contributing to 
global warming,” said Rogowsky. 
“The sales tax exemption is just 
one way that government can help 
accelerate the shift to using solar 
energy in place of fossil fuels.”  
   Citizens advocating for the 
environment agree with Rogowsky’s 
assessment. “Cutting out sales tax 
on the purchase of solar energy 
systems would allow Westchester 
residents to see a return on their 
solar energy investment a few 
years sooner. For a homeowner, 
that could make or break the deal,” 
said Emmett Pepper, Program 
Coordinator for the Citizens 
Campaign for the Environment. 
“This legislation would allow more 
Westchester residents to reduce their 
negative impact on the environment 
and contribute to the reduction of 
global warming.”   

YONKERS, NY -- Westchester 
County Legislator José Alvarado 
(D-Yonkers) presented a check in 
the amount of $11,000 to the Good 
Shepherd Presbyterian Church, 
funds needed to keep the vitally 
needed after school program open. 
The program has been servicing the 
community’s children for 14 years 
and costs approximately $45,000 per 
year to operate. The program was 
dependent, in large part, on funding 
from a Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG). When the 
City of Yonkers substantially cut 
back the CDBG, the program could 
no longer be sustained without 
outside financial assistance.  
   “This Good Shepherd After-School 
Program provides a vital service 
to this particular neighborhood,” 
said Alvarado. “Crime and drugs 
are rampant and children are at 
greater risk because of that. The 
program is a beacon of light for 
these kids. It addresses their unique 
needs. It’s a safe place where kids 
can get academic help and where 
neighborhood children get a chance 
to positively interact with each 
other.”  
   “The Good Shepherd Presbyterian 
Church After School Program is 

Alvarado Saves After 
School Program

 $11,000 Check Presented Friday Keeps 
Valuable Program Going

grateful for the much needed help 
it received from County Legislator 
Jose Alvarado,” said Good 
Shepherd’s Pastor Ezequiel Herrera. 
“Risking the prospect of closing 
the program for lack of funds, we 
contacted an array of institutions 
and government agencies; only 
County Legislator Jose Alvarado 
came through with his pledge of 
$11,000.00. With this gift, we will 
be able to continue the program and 
provide our children with a safe 
haven and learning environment.”   
   The after-school program is 
open for two hours after every 
school day and serves thirty grade 
school children, ages 6-12.  It 
provides a safe environment where 
staff  is available to reinforce 
basic academic skills, help with 
homework and offer guidance on 
effective study habits. The staff 
strives to build self-esteem and 
skills to enable children to make 
the “right choices”. The program 
will also include an activities 
component. 
   This program is registered with 
the State of New York. Families 
who can afford it are asked to pay 
tuition in the amount of $12 per 
week per child. 

YONKERS, NY -- Where can 
you get a basketful of the freshest, 
juiciest and tastiest tomatoes in town 
– along with the best beans, squash, 
beets and more – without even 
reaching for your wallet? In your 
own garden, of course! And, for 
the first time ever in a Westchester 
County Park you can claim your 
own patch of garden in the new 
Organic Community Garden at 
Lenoir Preserve in Yonkers. Garden 
plots are available immediately, 
and now is the time to get seeds and 
seedlings in the ground for early-
summer harvest.
   The new Community Garden 
program is part of the county’s Be Fit 
Westchester initiative to encourage 
residents to eat healthier and be 
more physically active. Growing a 
garden is one way residents can add 
fresh vegetables to their diet in an 
inexpensive way.  
   “Even if you live in an apartment 
and don’t have growing space 
on your property, you can have 
your own garden and grow fresh 
vegetables,’’ said County Executive 
Andy Spano. “This new program 
at Lenoir Preserve, will allow even 
those who live in urban areas to 
enjoy the health benefits, wonderful 
tastes and the bounty of their own 
garden.’’ In addition to enjoying 

Organic Community 
Garden at Lenoir Preserve 

the health benefits and cost savings 
associated with growing their 
own fresh produce, participating 
gardeners will be making their own 
small contribution to sustainability 
and combating climate change since 
the closer to home food grows the 
less greenhouse gasses are created 
in the transportation process. By 
using no chemical pesticides or 
synthetic fertilizers and instead 
creating long-term soil fertility, 
recycling soil nutrients, encouraging 
and enhancing of biological cycles 
and efficient use of water, gardeners 
become land stewardship partners.
   Plots are 10 feet by 10 feet in 
size; half-plots are available as 
well. Gardening tools and watering 
hoses will be available on site, and 
fencing material will be provided to 
all gardeners. Lenoir Preserve staff 
members are on site and available 
to answer gardening questions 
and assist with site selection. 
Participants will be able to access 
their gardens from dawn to dusk, 
seven days a week.
   

For more information, call Lenoir 
Preserve at (914) 968-5851 or log 

on to 
www.westchestergov.com/parks.

Legislation passed mandating the 
testing of private wells 
   To ensure that residents of the 
approximately 20,000 Westchester 
households that rely on private well 
water as their source of drinking 
water are not drinking contaminated 
water, the County Board approved 
legislation that mandates that private 
wells be tested for contaminants 
upon the sale of a property served 
by a private well. The law also 
requires regular, ongoing testing 
of wells on rental properties,testing 
of new wells and of wells not used 
as potable water supplies for five 
years. Test results will be required 
to be submitted directly to the 
County Health Department.  

Bond acts approved 
• $1.38 million and $790,000 
respectively, to finance the cost of 
preparing surveys, preliminary and 
detailed plans, specifications and 
estimates necessary for planning the 
replacement of two existing Bronx 
River Parkway bridges immediately 
north and south of Harney Road; 
• $1.1 million to rehabilitate the 
bridge on Ashford Avenue over 
Interstate 87 and the Saw Mill River 
Parkway in Ardsley;
• $1.6 million to fund the 
rehabilitation of the Warburton 
Avenue Bridge over Factory Lane, 
originally built in 1890, in Hastings-
on-Hudson;
• $170,000 to finance the design of a 
central food storage and distribution 
warehouse on the Grasslands 
campus in Valhalla to be used in 
the event of a large scale disaster 
or emergency as well as to address 
the need for a larger storage facility 
for donated and salvaged food that 
supplies the county’s food pantries. 
Public hearings set for June 4 at 
7:30 PM on the following proposed 
laws that would: 
• Empower the county’s Human 

Rights Commission (WCHRC) to 
award compensatory and punitive 
damages in discrimination cases 
initiated by the WCHRC executive 
director; allow for punitive damages 
in all discrimination cases; permit 
WCHRC to assess civil penalties 
in housing discrimination cases; 
and, award reimbursement costs for 
expenses, including attorney’s fees 
in certain cases.  Amendment also 
includes miscellaneous procedural 
changes. 
• Clarify the powers and 
responsibilities of the county’s 
Board of Plumbing Examiners and 
the Electrical Licensing Board. 
• Revamp the licensing law relating 
to septage collectors to eliminate 
two internal laws regulating the 
collection of septage that are 
duplicative and replace it with one 
licensing process administered 
by the Health Dept. and mandate 
more comprehensive reports and 
minimum level of training for 
contractors. Twelve percent of 
county’s housing units (40,000) 
are served by septic systems; 75% 
of those systems are located within 
watershed area. 
• Ban the sale or use of fertilizer 
that contains phospherous and 
regulate the use and application of 
lawn fertilizers. 
Resolutions on Various Matters 
   Indian Point Resolution (overed 
by Oros, no vote taken) calling on 
the federal Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission to have the proposed 

20-year license renewal for the 
Indian Point nuclear power plants 
be subject to the same criteria 
that would apply to proposed new 
nuclear plants. 
   National Health Care Resolution 
(recommitted by Spreckman, no 
vote taken) supporting federal 
legislation to institute a national 
single-payer health care system, not 
tied to employment, as a basic right 
of all citizens.  
Federal Education Policy Resolution 
(approved with amendment) calling 
on the U.S. Congress to amend 
No Child Left Behind to make the 
testing of Limited English Proficient 
students more equitable and fair.  
   Approved resolution to adopt 
the Westchester County Hazard 
Mitigation Plan developed by the 
WC Hazard Mitigation Committee 
that identifies hazards that cause 
property damage and loss of life and 
cost effective ways to mitigate the 
hazards; authorized the submission 
of the plan to FEMA.  
Appointments Approved 
• Confirmed appointment of Kathy 
Thorsberg as Commissioner of 
Finance Dept. 
Citizen Advisory Boards  
Consumer Advisory Council 
• Brian Rauer (Tarrytown) as the 
Business Self-Policing Group 
representative
• Alex Garcia (Yonkers) as the Area 
1 representative
• Andrew H. Kulak (Scarsdale) as 
the Area 4 representative

Board of Health
• James E. Carnicelli (Scarsdale) 
reappointed as an at-large member
Professional Prequalification 
Board
• Victor G. Carosi, P.E. (White 
Plains)
African American Advisory 
Board
• Marilyn Price (New Rochelle) 
reappointed
• Barbara Edwards (Mount Vernon) 
reappointed as board chair
Police Board
• Giulio A. Cavallo, M.D. 
(Bronxville) reappointed
Refuse Disposal District No. 1 
Advisory Board
• James J. Vanoli, P.E. 
(Thornwood) reappointed as a town 
representative 
• Patrick J. Lofaro (Ossining) 
reappointed as a town 
representative 
• Richard F. Herbek (Briarcliff 
Manor) reappointed as a village 
representative
Hispanic Advisory Board
• Isabel E. Villar (White Plains) 
reappointed
Parks, Recreation and 
Conservation Board
• James J. Houlihan (Eastchester) 
reappointed
Domestic Violence Council
• Camille F. Murphy (Director of 
the Westchester County Office for 
Women) reappointed
Board of Ethics
• Lawrence B. Eichler (New 
Rochelle) reappointed
Community Services Board
• Leo Leiderman, Psy.D., CGP 
(Harrison) reappointed as a 
voluntary sector representative
Planning Board
• Marcus Griffith (Mount Vernon) 
reappointed

 

Highlights from the May 21st Meeting of the 
Westchester County Board of Legislators

NEW YORK, NY— When your 
Con Edison electric bill goes up 17% 
to 36% you can thank Bruce Ratner 
and his Atlantic Yards project.  
   According to a NY1 news report 
about yesterday’s State Assembly 
hearing over a proposed Con 
Edison rate hike, it would be the 
largest rate hike Con Ed has ever 
proposed. And according to Con Ed 
officials the Atlantic Yards mega-
project, is partly to blame. From 
NY1’s report:
   ...Con Ed came before a State 
Assembly committee to explain 
the rate hike. Officials argued 
Wednesday the system is strapped 
and that massive projects like the 
Atlantic Yards in Brooklyn will 
burden the system even more...
   “New Yorkers can thank Bruce 
Ratner and his ‘Atlantic Yards’ 
project, in part, for what appears 
to be a looming record Con Ed rate 
hike,” said Develop Don’t Destroy 
spokesman Daniel Goldstein. 
“While New York taxpayers are 
forced to subsidize Forest City 
Ratner’s project so the developer 
can make enormous profits, the 
taxpayers are forced to pay again 
with a huge electric bill increase. 
You can be sure that nobody 
will subsidize those new bills.” 
   “When the State studied this 
very issue last year, when it came 
to Atlantic Yards and the electrical 
grid, they said, basically, ‘Don’t 
worry. No problem.’ Clearly 
they were wrong and misleading 
the public” Goldstein said.  

   While the rate hike made news 
today, the states’ Atlantic Yards 
Environmental Impact Statement 
(which is currently under litigation) 
approved last year by the Empire 
State Development Corporation 
(ESDC), determined that there 
would be no significant impact 
from the project on electricity 
infrastructure. The “Infrastructure” 
chapter of the State’s environmental 
review concluded that: 
   The proposed project would 
increase demands on electricity 
and gas. However, relative to the 
capacity of these systems and the 
current levels of service within 
New York City, these increases in 
demand would be insignificant. 
Improvements are also proposed by 
Consolidated Edison and Keyspan 
with respect to the local electric and 
gas distribution grids that would 
improve service to the project site. 
In addition, new electrical and gas 
lines are proposed within the beds of 
streets that would be reconstructed 
as part of the proposed project. 
It is therefore concluded that the 
demands of the proposed project 
would not result in a significant 
impact on the supplies of electricity 
and gas in the region or the City 
as a whole, and with the proposed 
improvement to the distribution 
network, no impact would occur 
locally with respect to electrical or 
gas utilities. For these reasons, the 
proposed project is not expected 
to significantly adversely impact 
energy systems. 

Forest City Ratner’s 
Atlantic Yards to Blame, 
For Looming Con Edison 

Record Rate Hike
During Project Approval State Said Atlantic 

Yards Would Not Significantly Impact 
electrical Infrastructure
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