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By Hezi Aris

   No matter for how long Yonkers 
City Council Majority Leader 
Patricia McDow connives to spin 
her early-morning escapade in an 
alley off Ashburton Avenue, she 
cannot deflect attention from the 
fact that she erred 
in judgment and 
aggravated the 
situation further 
by attempting to 
exact her wrath on 
a Yonkers Police 
Officer by virtue 
of her embarrassed 
vanity. Majority 
Leader McDow 
is entrusted with 
a city-owned 
vehicle that only 
she is permitted to 
drive. In that early-
morning romp to 
which this paper alludes, a Yonkers 
Police Officer had asked the driver 
of her vehicle to stop after her 
“friend” was seen driving from the 
parking spot in which they both sat. 
McDow was in the passenger side 
of the car. The tenets by which she 
accepted the vehicle are delineated 
in part by insurance regulations.  
Despite being afforded this perk, 
the soft-spoken, barely audible 
Majority Leader, who speaks in 
hushed tones before the public eye, 
reserved and unleashed her wrath 
and admonition over being asked for 
identification papers by a Yonkers 
Police Officer dutifully conducting 
his charge. At issue is not whether 
Majority Leader McDow engaged 

Silence Will Not Quell 
Truth or Circumstance 

in any hanky-panky, for which 
there are no voyeurs within our city 
limits interested, but rather why she 
permitted another person to operate 
the city-owned vehicle that was 
entrusted in her safekeeping. It is a 
perk that she has abused. For some, 
it may be a miniscule infraction. 

For others it is not. 
   As a further 
consequence to 
this happenstance, 
Majority Leader 
McDow verbally 
attempted to dress 
down Yonkers Police 
C o m m i s s i o n e r 
Edmund Hartnett 
by demanding 
he remove and 
transfer the Yonkers 
Police Officer out 
of the precinct. 
C o m m i s s i o n e r 
Hartnett calmly 

said he would look into it. A report 
of the incident divulged by this 
publication is on file. McDow’s 
embarrassment, or rather lack of 
being visually recognized in the 
dead of night affords her no special 
privilege to interfere in the process 
of government. For some, it may be 
a miniscule infraction. For others it 
is not.
   For Yonkers City Council 
President Lesnick the Liar to 
remain mum over this issue is 
typical of his conduct on every 
issue, that is, to say one thing, yet 
do another. Perhaps it would be best 
for both Majority Leader McDow 

By Vox Populi

   Doing what is right for Yonkers 
is the Amicone 2007 campaign 
mantra. It finds its outlet in the so-
called record of accomplishment 
statement and vision for a great city 
outline. Based on this campaign 
rhetoric, let us take a look at the 
facts (it presents) and analyze 
them.

Amicone’s Record of 
Accomplishment 

RECORD JOB GROWTH: 5,000 
new jobs for Yonkers residents and 
the lowest unemployment rate in 
New York.

   Excuse me for being a little 
cynical, but where are these 5,000 
new jobs for Yonkers residents 
that were apparently created over 
the last 40 months. Were 5,000 
Yonkers residents out of work? 
Since the claim indicates about 125 

Does Mayor Amicone Present  
the Facts? 

You Decide!

average jobs monthly, please tell 
us Yonkers residents, by industry 
and location, where this happened? 
Were these jobs high or low end? 
Skilled or unskilled? Temporary or 
permanent? (and did some of the 
alleged 5,000 move into Yonkers?) 
Are these baggers and checkers? 
Construction workers? Sweepers or 
municipal workers? Just where in 
Yonkers may these 5,000 be found?  
Yonkers residents benefit? For the 
answer, please consult your former 
IDA / Economic Development 
Chief, Mr. Ed Sheeran.

A STRONG ECONOMY: More 
than $1 billion added to Yonkers’ 
economy, with billions more on the 
way.

   How does the $1 billion of alleged 

dollars added to the Yonkers 
economy translate to help the 
homeowner, property owner, and 
resident taxpayer? Kindly convert 
activity like that of the Yonkers 
Racino, waterfront condo, etc., into 
accurate, current dollars and cents.

BETTER SCHOOLS: Yonkers 
Public Schools are rapidly 
improving with higher test scores 
and greater accountability.

   Now this line is total poppycock. 
You can tell someone, NOT 
involved in education wrote this. 
Scores just went down, stay current. 
The Yonkers Public School system 
hasn’t had accountability since pre-
Ferrito.

BALANCED BUDGETS: Mayor 
Amicone has led Yonkers out of 
financial crisis while keeping taxes 
the lowest in Westchester County. 

ELMSFORD, NY -- When 
Thirteen/WNET and WLIW21, 
Long Island’s public broadcast 
television station, were making 
preparations for their Celebration 
of Teaching and Learning 2007 at 
the spacious Pier 94 in New York 
City, they recognized their need 

“Celebration of Teaching 
and Learning” 

Coordinates Audiovisual Services for 
Thirteen/WNET and WLIW 21 Event

see CAVS Pg.4

for comprehensive audiovisual and 
lighting services.  Corporate Audio 
Visual Services (CAVS), a specialist 
in audio, video, lighting and staging 
solutions for conferences, meetings 
and special events, coordinated all 
equipment and technical services 

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- 
Westchester County Clerk Timothy 
C. Idoni reminds domestic partners 
that they are able to create a legal 
record of their relationship by 
registering in the County Clerk’s 
office.  “The County’s Domestic 
Partner Registry is intended to 
open the door to legal protections 
previously difficult or impossible 
to reach for unmarried couples in 
close, committed relationships,” 
Idoni said.  “Likewise, the Domestic 
Partner Registry has helped 
employers who want to provide 
benefits, such as health insurance or 
survivor benefits, to insure proper 
documentation of a relationship.  
And the registry can be particularly 
helpful to hospitals and schools 
seeking to identify parties’ rights,” 
continued Idoni.
   The Office of the Westchester 
County Clerk can assist you 
in registering your Domestic 
Partnership.  You will need to 
(1) establish that you are eligible 
to register; (2) complete an 
Affidavit of Domestic Partnership 
Registration which is available at 
www.westchesterclerk.com or can 
be picked up in our office; and (3) 
file your affidavit and the $35.00 
fee in the Office of the Westchester 
County Clerk.  
   To be eligible to register as 
Domestic Partners in Westchester 
County: (1) The partners must 
reside in the County of Westchester, 
or one partner must be employed 
by the County of Westchester; and 
(2)  Each partner must be eighteen 
years of age or older, unmarried and 

Westchester County Clerk 
Idoni Invites Domestic 

Partners to Register
competent to enter into a contract; 
and (3) The partners must not be 
related by blood in a manner that 
would bar marriage under the laws 
of the State of New York; and (4) 
The partners must share a common 
household; and (5) The partners 
must be in a close and committed, 
financially interdependent personal 
relationship and intend to remain 
in the relationship; and (6) The 
partners must be each other’s sole 
domestic partner, have no other 
domestic partner and intend to 
remain each other’s sole domestic 
partner; and (7) Neither partner can 
have had a termination of a domestic 
partnership become effective within 
the last sixty calendar days; and (8) 
The partners must agree to file a 
termination statement in the event 
that the domestic partnership is 
terminated. 
   The Legal Division of the Office 
of the Westchester County Clerk 
which accepts Domestic Partnership 
filings is located at 110 Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Blvd., Room 330 
in White Plains and can be reached 
by entering through the Richard 
J. Daronco Courthouse entrance.  
The office is open Monday through 
Friday, from 8 a.m. until 5:45 p.m.  
If you would prefer to submit the 
affidavit and filing fee by mail, 
please include a self-addressed 
stamped envelope.  
Details on each step are available on 
our website, www.westchesterclerk.
com, but if you still have a question, 
please call our Legal Division staff 
at 995-3070.

By Cam Bock
   
   With the baseball season now in 
full throttle, the Yankees falling 
behind once again, and the Mets 
with their huge lead, you may have 
wondered, “What was it like to be 
one of the Pros as a kid?” Well, 
with Atari’s new addition to the 
Backyard series, Backyard Baseball 
2007, you can play as Derek Jeter, 
Bobby Abreu, Albert Pujols, and 
David Ortiz, and most of the best 
baseball players of today.
   Backyard Baseball, like the other 
Backyard Sports games, is very 
simple to master. The controls are 
easy to remember; furthermore, 
there are no complex combos that 
you have to remember to play 
extraordinarily. And even if you 
are very forgetful, the “Controls” 
menu will tell you all you need 

Backyard 
Baseball 

2007

see Backyard Baseball Pg.4

By Henry J. Stern

  
NEW YORK, NY -- Today (May 
31, 2007), being the last day of 

May, as well as Day 151 of the 
Spitzer administration, it is time to 
take a look at what has happened 
in Albany since Inauguration Day.. 
   Many of us who hoped for a 
change in the culture of cynicism 
that pervades state government 
have been disappointed.   Some 
take out their annoyance on 
Governor Spitzer, who has been 
arrogant in some of his public 
statements and naive in some of his 
dealing with the wily legislature.  
   In fact the state senate and the 
assembly were not and are not likely 
to adopt most of the governor’s 
reform agenda.  It is not in their 
economic self-interest.   But the 
manner in which they were presented 
and his early aggressive remarks 
have made it somewhat easier for 
the guys to ignore his wishes.  By 
loose language and unsupported 
threats, he has weakened his hold on 
the high ground, which is necessary 
when one is dealing with people, 
some of whose ethical standards 
are quite different from yours, 
not that you’re a saint  But most 

The Governor at Day 151
How to Deal with Rogues without Looking Foolish

New York Civic

of your sustenance comes from 
the private sector, and the State of 
New York is not your piggy bank.  
   In the last months, there has 
been a marked retreat from the 
belligerence of the early days.  
Hopefully, the governor will affect 
a more diplomatic approach to the 
rascals.  He does have the problem 
which afflicts most reformers:  
If you really want things to be 
better, and have pretty good ideas 
as to what should be done, how 
do you persuade them to act in 
the public interest?.  And how 
can you suppress your righteous 
anger when they are unresponsive?  
   There are a number of ways to 
deal with this problem:  One is 

intimidation, threatening primaries 
against incumbents who reject 
your program.  That has worked 
only once, when Nassau County 
Executive Tom Suozzi ran a 
candidate, Chuck Lavine, a City 
Council member in Glen Cove, who 
defeated incumbent Assemblyman 
David Sidikman in the 2004 
Democratic primary.  Predictably, 
that successful purge of poor old 
Sidikman, who hadn’t done anything 
awful to anyone, generated distaste 
for Suozzi among the time-servers 
in Albany, who supported Spitzer 
in the 2006 Democratic primary, 
partially because he was viewed as 
less hostile to the system than Suozzi.  
   There were negative signs before 
Election Day.  Spitzer is reported 
to have refused to give Assembly 
Speaker Sheldon Silver the honor 
of placing his name in nomination 
at the party convention.  That was 
followed by Spitzer’s scorched-
earth policy toward Comptroller 
Alan Hevesi’s failings.  Silver was 
more considerate of his former 
colleague, not defending him but 
not denouncing him either, waiting 
for the process to take its course. 
   The blow-up came over the 

Memorial Day Hazardous Material 
Spill Avoided at Ansville Circle

PEEKSKILL, NY -- Memorial Day 
started a little differently this year 
for several fire departments and 
many county agengies.
   At approximately 8 a.m., a tanker 
traveling from Albany, carrying 
sodium hydroxide, apparently ap-
proached the Ansville Circle too 
fast and overturned. Unconfirmed 

reports indicated the driver suffered 
a broken back from the crash.
   The Continental Village Fire De-
partment was the initial responding  
fire department, Other agengies 
included the Peekskill Fire Depart-
ment, Peekskill EMS, Westches-
ter County Hazardous Materials 
Response Team, County Health 

Department, U.S. Coast Guard, En-
vironmental Protection among oth-
ers. The Ansville Circle remained 
shut down for about 12 hours until 
a cleanup contractor could off-load 
the tanker contents and the truck 
righted and removed.



   

Perhaps it is best for all Yonkersites 
to gather in prayer for their salvation. 
And for those so inclined, and who 
wouldn’t be, recognizing the facts, 
to assist them both in their quest for 
higher office. It seems those best 
at deception gravitate to the top. 
For some, it may be a miniscule 
infraction. For others it is not.
   Happy Birthday greetings go out 
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“On the Level” 
with Hezi Aris and  

Guest on  
WVOX-1460 AM Radio

and Yonkers City Council President 
Lesnick the Liar to learn to abide 
by the rules they ascribe for others 
so that they may lead by example. 
Alas, they lead by example now; it is 
judged foul, duplicitous, untruthful, 
backstabbing, and backroom. 
For some, it may be a miniscule 
infraction. For others it is not.
   Worse still, when the circumstances 
over this incident were expressed 
by the protagonist to some of her 
friends and associates, McDow 
impressed them with a fact pattern 
that does not align with the facts.  
Is Majority Leader McDow lying, 
or are those who have heard her 
tale inept? For some, it may be a 
miniscule infraction. For others it 
is not.

Silence Will Not Quell Truth 
or Circumstance 

to Chuck the Liar, who is certain 
to make his family proud, as it is 
likely Majority Leader McDow 
does, as well. We can hope. That 
is, if they can find the path. Does 
anyone know how to direct both to 
the Yellow Brick road. For some, it 
may be a miniscule infraction. For 
others it is not.
   It would be best if Inspector 
General Phil Zisman investigates 
and gives this abysmal behavior 
of Majority Leader McDow his 
attention. We await a Solomonic 
mind to rule over her transgression 
and that of Lesnick the Liar’s 
coy departure from his ethical 
upbringing. Without a photo-op to 
spur his audacity, Lesnick the Liar 
is sheepishly lame. For some, it 
may be a miniscule infraction. For 
others it is not.

NEW ROCHELLE, NY – Tune in 
On the Level with Hezi this Tues-
day, June 12th, between 10:05 am 
and 11:00 am, to hear Hezi and his 
surprise guest.
Listen to On the Level with Hezi  
every Tuesday morning, on  
WVOX-1460 AM radio, or by 
way of audio internet technology 
through your computer at www.
WVOX.com.  Audre Caponetto will 
be with us throughout the show.
The call in, talk show format is 
an independent minded venue in 
which we solicit your on topic only 

perspective or question. Call us live 
at 914-636-0110. Please stay on 
topic.

Dear Mr. Aris:
 
   Earlier this year the New Rochelle 
Planning Board approved Westhab’s 
plan for a six story affordable 
multi-residential building of 25 
apartments at 41-47 Clinton Place.  
This apartment building had only 
18 on-site parking spaces and had 
to designate 15 more spaces in a 
nearby municipal garage.  At this 
Planning Board meeting it was 
revealed no traffic study had been 
completed.  The Planning Board 
required Westhab to do a traffic 
study.  Surprisingly, the completed 
traffic study indicated that what 
the Westhab consultant had done 
was to take a previously completed 
traffic study by another developer, 
Simone, and add a certain percent of 

Letter to the Editor
traffic to it.  None of the errors in the 
Simone report were corrected, (e.g. 
using the Bloomingdale’s  parking 
lot as a through street).  Further, the 
Simone study was several years old 
and the timing of the traffic lights 
on the one block of Clinton Place 
and now the actual timing of traffi c 
delays needed correction. 
    Additional concerns were 
expressed at the Planning Board 
hearing.
 (1) The zoning was out of 
character with the previous down-
zoning for this area.  In the l950’s 
all residences south of Main Street 
were down-zoned to three stories 
because of the excess density of the 
area.  This property south of Main 
Street escaped this rezoning because 

in the l950’s the two old houses, 
even though they were residential, 
were (unfortunately) zoned as 
commercial. Then a few years 
ago the City Council rezoned 
the commercial Bloomingdale’s 
five story building for apartments 
(or condominiums).  The 
rezoning category passed for the 
Bloomingdale’s building included 
this piece of property.  Without a 
doubt the rezoning showed City 
Council’s lack of regard for the 
density problems on the city’s 
south side, its residents and the 
intent of the l950’s down-zoning by 
a previous City Council.   
 (2) Needed curb cuts will reduce 
the scarce number of parking spaces 
available on Clinton Place.

 (3) Westhab’s plan had no financial 
accounting for the needed city 
services: i.e. fire, police, sewers, 
sanitation etc.
 (4) On the rooftop, a play area 
for children was included.   This 
building is in close proximity of 
Main Street and the children living 
and playing in the play area here will 
be subject to the health problems 
associated with truck and diesel 
fuel exhaust including asthma and 
arrested lung development.  These 
health hazards of heavy traffic and 
diesel exhaust on children’s health 
are well documented in studies. 
    Despite all of these concerns 
the New Rochelle City Council 
voted  (5 to 1, Councilman Boyle 
dissenting) to approve Westhab’s 

application which now must be sent 
for Westchester County Board of 
Legislators’ approval.  In doing so 
City Council waived the right of first 
refusal for this property.  Approval 
by the County Board of Legislators 
on this “deal” to turn over this 
property to Westhab with county 
funding will pay back Westhab the 
purchase price of $1.5 Million and 
then turn around and sell it back 
to them for $1.  There are better 
ways to spend County money.
 
Sincerely,
 Peggy Godfrey
New Rochelle, NY   

selection of a new Comptroller.  The 
details of that struggle need not be 
recounted here in detail, but it has had 
a lasting impact.    Spitzer’s public 
statement that Thomas DiNapoli, a 
Nassau County Assemblyman for 
twenty years (and rival of Suozzi 
in the 2001 Democratic primary for 
county executive, was “thoroughly 
and totally unqualified for the job” 
remains on the record.  DiNapoli 
and Spitzer can square off again 
in 2010, when both men will be 
up for re-election.  Meanwhile, 
Spitzer can speculate as to whether 
he would have been better off with 
the wounded but brilliant Hevesi. 
   Again, we do not know whether 
Hevesi should have remained 
Comptroller through 2010, even 
though he was just re-elected in 
2006.  It is possible that he and 
his staff made other decisions 
on selection of investments and 
underwriters which would not 
withstand objective scrutiny.  It is 
likely that some of his employees 
misused state assets.  But the E 
felony with which he was charged 
by the Albany County district 
attorney to which he pleaded guilty, 
was insufficient, in our judgment, to 
warrant his removal. His acceptance 
of the plea bargain, despite his 
spending hundreds of thousands 
of dollars on lawyers, suggests that 
facts not generally known to the 
public influenced his decision to 
abdicate.
   The exclusion of Hevesi from 
campaign events, even from the 
acceptance of the returns on 
Election Night, before he had been 
tried or convicted, reinforced 
Spitzer’s reputation for ruthlessness.  
His unsuccessful foray into picking 
a successor caused a heavy loss in 
stature. It placed Speaker Silver in 
the position of defending his 
members from the governor, even 
as he was (or was not) breaking his 
word.  The panel itself was sadly 
flawed.  By approving City Finance 
Commissioner Martha Stark and 
failing to approve former City 
Finance Commissioner, City 
Councilmember and State 
Commissioner of Taxation and 
Finance Andrew Eristoff, the panel 
departed from standards of 
professional competence and 
wandered into the minefield of race 
and gender.  As luck would have it 
(Rule 17-A), one of the ablest 
Assemblymen, Pete Grannis, 
known for honesty and fairness, 
who would have made a fine 
Comptroller, had already been 
tapped by the governor to be 
Commissioner of Environmental 
C o n s e r v a t i o n .   
   The next area of conflict was the 
budget.  Here the assembly added 
hundreds of millions to Spitzer’s 
budget and the Republican senate 
added hundreds of millions more. 
The exact figures are always in 
dispute.  Both sides claimed victory, 
as is often the case with 
compromises.  Experts like the 
Citizens Budget Commission 
agreed with business groups that  

The Governor at Day 151
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From Page 1 the budget was too high to begin 
with, rising at three times the rate of 
inflation.  Governor Spitzer added 
billions of dollars for education, 
bowing to a court decision which 
was arguably ultra vires.  He said 
that he had imposed standards of 
accountability on spending the 
money, but there is no reason to 
believe that any money will be 
withheld.   Accountability, like 
transparency, is a buzzword that 
can be interpreted any way its users 
choose.  Put simply, it is unreal. On 
top of that, the Senate added more 
hundreds of millions to prevent 
Long Island school districts from 
the possibility of losing state aid.  
Reason: there are seven Republican 
senators from Long Island.  Without 
the two counties of Nassau and 
Suffolk, the senate would have a 
Democratic majority. 
   That brings us to Governor 
Spitzer’s other political decision, 
appointing Senator Michael Balboni 
of Nassau to the position of Deputy 
Secretary to the Governor for 
Homeland Security, was intended 
to, and did, reduce Senator Bruno’s 
Republican majority, which had 
been three seats, (34-28 in a 62-
member body).  If there is a tie in 
the senate it would be broken by the 
Democratic Lieutenant Governor, 
David Paterson.  To fill the Balboni 
vacancy, Spitzer contributed money 
and campaigned enthusiastically 
for Craig Johnson, a Democratic 
county legislator.  Johnson defeated 
the Republican, and Bruno’s 
majority was cut to 33-29. 
   The position of Deputy Secretary 
to the Governor, which Balboni 
accepted out of frustration with his 
role in the senate, was further 
undermined by the appointment of 
Sean Patrick Maloney as First 
Deputy Secretary.  Maloney was a 
splinter candidate for Attorney 
General in the Democratic primary, 
raising millions of dollars from out-
of-state gays.  He received nine per 
cent of the vote.  Maloney made a 
good impression in the campaign 
and was a reasonable appointment. 
But making him First Deputy, thus 
downgrading the other seven, is 
childlike, unless the seven report to 
him, in which case their jobs are 
substantially less important than the 
position of State Senator. 
   Balboni may have been persuaded 
to take the position by being told 
how many lives he could save by 
fighting terrorism on the front line 
as Deputy Secretary. He certainly 
was not told he would be under a 
First Deputy Secretary to the 
Governor.  Balboni is a decent and 
able person, and we assume he will 
do a good job if he is allowed to by 
his new supervisors..  We also hope 
that we are not attacked by terrorists, 
even though that would substantially 
lessen his role.   The question of 
whether Balboni had a responsibility 
to the party that elected him for 18 
years to the state senate and the 
assembly is for him to contemplate, 
perhaps with the other young and 
anonymous deputy secretaries.r.    
   DIGRESSION:  The Balboni 

affair reminds and evokes a similar 
situation in 1965, when Lyndon 
Johnson got Arthur J. Goldberg to 
resign from the Supreme Court of 
the United States to become US 
Ambassador to the United Nations 
on the ground that only he could 
bring peace to the world.  In fact, 
LBJ’s motive was to create a vacant 
seat (which had traditionally been 
known as the Jewish seat since it 
was occupied by Justices Benjamin 
N. Cardozo (1932-38) and Felix 
Frankfurter (1939-62) so he could 
nominate his buddy Abe Fortas to 
the court.  Frankfurter was not the 
literal successor to the great Justice, 
Louis D. Brandeis (1916-39).  
When Brandeis retired, President 
Roosevelt appointed Justice 
William O. Douglas (1939-75), 
who served longer than any other 
justice who ever sat on the High 
C o u r t . . .   
   President Johnson tried this 
maneuver again in 1967 when he 
promoted Ramsey Clark to the 
position of Attorney General. In 
order to avoid the appearance of 
conflict of interest, Ramsey’s father,  
Justice Tom C. Clark (1949-67), 
retired from the court on his son’s 
appointment.  This created another 
vacancy, which LBJ sought to fill 
with the appointment of Homer 
Thornberry, a judge and former 
Congressman from Texas.  That 
was part of a deal under which Earl 
Warren would retire, Fortas would 
fill the vacancy as chief justice, and 
Thornberry would take Fortas’ seat.  
The deal collapsed when Fortas got 
into trouble.  Ramsey Clark, who 
lost a challenge to Senator Jacob 
Javits in 1974, wandered further 
and further and has since represented 
both Saddam Hussein and the 
Palestine Liberation Organization 
in the case of the murder of Leon 
Klinghoffer, who was shot and 
pushed into the Mediterranean 
Sea.  Clark lost both cases. 
   BACK FROM THE PAST:  The 
achievements of the first five 
months of the Spitzer administration 
should not be ignored.  A high point 
was the governor’s executive order, 
issued January 1, setting standards 
of conducts for the executive branch 
of state government.  In the first 
blush of co-operation with the 
legislature, both houses passed a 
civil commitment bill for sex 
offenders, and an ethics reform bill 
of limited scope.  The election of 
Craig Johnson to the senate was a 
political victory, but Spitzer made 
an implacable enemy of Joe Bruno, 
who will remain majority leader 
unless two or more of his senators 
defect to the Democrats or take 
state jobs under Spitzer.  Although 
Bruno is not universally popular 
among Republicans, and has 
reached the age of 77 (fifteen years 
older than the speaker and thirty 
years older than the governor), there 
has been relative peace in the GOP 
for the last few months. In addition, 
once they have made their move, 
defectors are useless and often 
perceived as rats, unless there is a 
strong ideological reason for their 

change in loyalties.  
   Another Spitzer achievement was 
a healthcare provision in the budget 
which raised the maximum family 
income limit for state-subsidized 
health insurance for children (Child 
Health Plus, a program initiated 
under Governor Cuomo) from 
$51,630 to $82,600, the highest 
such limit in the United States.  The 
governor kept a campaign promise 
by supporting a bill to allow gay 
marriage, while recognizing that its 
passage by both houses is an event 
unlikely to occur in the near future.   
   The Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts is now the only 
jurisdiction in the United States 
where full gay marriages are 
performed, although a few other 
states, primarily in New England, 
recognize civil unions. A few more 
states recognize domestic 
partnerships.    However, in today’s 
Sun, p4.c5 in a story about 
legislative public hearings, Speaker 
Silver, in response to a question as 
to whether he would hold such 
hearings on gay marriage, said, 
“There are only so many public 
hearings that we’re going to do.”   
In other words, don’t hold your 
b r e a t h . 
   The governor’s setbacks primarily 
consist of things not done by the 
legislature, in part because of his 
manner, in much larger part because 
the legislators receive substantial 
contributions from those who 
oppose reform for their own 
economic reasons.  One thing that 
seems to have been learned is that 
serious matters cannot be negotiated 
in public, despite the demands of 
reform purists.  It is hard enough to 
negotiate to resolve differences on a 
complex issue without being 
required to hold the negotiations in 
the Colosseum, a spectacular locale 
to which every place today which 
has full electronic media access is 
comparable. Open meetings laws 
notwithstanding, open negotiation 
is an oxymoron. 
   The first five months have been 
inconclusive.  We expect higher 
standards from a reform governor 
who was an editor of the Harvard 
Law Review than we do from some 
of the rascals with whom he must 
deal.  But whereas we can 
condescend to officials because we 
are outsiders, his game plan must 
be different.  He must at least 
simulate respect for his colleagues, 
even if that makes him appear 
insincere to us.  Rule 28-A is 
“Always tell the truth when you 
can.”  The hard part is knowing 
when you can or can’t.  
   Politics is inherently a hypocritical 
business, in some part because it 
requires frequent co-operation 
between people who compete with 
each other, do not respect each 
other, and are often aware of each 
other’s personal and professional 
ethical lapses. They also have to 
appeal to a variety of groups in their 
own constituency, some of whose 
demands are contradictory to the 
needs of other local groups.  And 
they must compete with people who 

have more money than they do, 
whether earned, inherited, married 
or stolen. 
   For a first semester  report card, 
we would give the governor an “S” 
satisfactory grade for good 
intentions and sincere effort.  The 
problem comes in the issue: “works 
and plays well with others” There 
one would have to give an N “needs 
improvement”, which is somewhere 
between S and U “unsatisfactory”.  
Well, how do you work and play 
with others whose game plan relates 
to the content of their pockets, or to 
their continuance in office, rather 
than the public good.  
    There are New Yorkers who 
respect the electric chair, and those 
that decry it, some people believe 
life begins at conception, others say 
at birth, while still others think the 
fetal heartbeat is the start of 
viability.  Many are of the opinion 
that people should marry someone 
of the opposite gender, while many 
others believe in total gender 
choice.  Elected officials who may 
have to cast votes on these and other 
controversial issues desire to 
insulate themselves from the strain 
of primaries and the fear of 
competitive elections.  To do this, 
they pass complex election laws 
with burdensome requirements and 
draw district lines like city walls to 
exclude challengers.  Self-
preservation is said to be the first 
law of nature.  It is the one law that 
state legislators most faithfully 
observe.
  The suggestion, though, is not to 
call a person who is being selected 
as your CFO  “thoroughly and 
totally unqualified” for the office 
he is about to hold.   We certainly 
wouldn’t say that about an IRS 
agent even if we believed it to be so.  
   You were quoted as telling 
Michael Goodwin of the News: 
“I’m the governor of the state.  I’ll 
be Lyndon Johnson.  I’ll craft the 
deals and I’ll get the job done.  You 
will write and I will do.  That’s 
why you’re there and I’m here.”  
   We are certain that Mr. Goodwin 
was put in his place.  If only 
everyone understood their place,, 
the governor’s job would be easier.  
But so far, the only comparison to 
be made with Lyndon Johnson is in 
the governor’s use of what the New 
York Times calls “earthy language.” 
   Johnson had the gift of persuasion 
as well as intimidation.  When he 
said, “I don’t trust a man unless I 
have his pecker in my pocket,” he 
didn’t say he could get the man’s 
pecker in his pocket without his 
even noticing it. You could call 
him a pickpecker. LBJ learned 
some of that at Southwest Texas 
State Teachers College?  Did 
Spitzer pick it up at Princeton? 
   Yes, I know reverse snobbery is 
just as bad as snobbery, and I don’t 
really dislike any of these characters.  
There is a saying, not one of my 
rules “If you can’t beat them, join 
them”.  I don’t recommend that, 
remember the smiling young lady 

see The Governor Pg. x



JUNE 7, 2007 PAGE 3WESTCHESTER TIMES TRIBUNE

Op-Ed

The Progressive Liberal 
Crusader

Ready,
“Radio achieves its 

highest calling when it 

resembles a platform, a 

forum for the expression 

of many different 

viewpoints …” 
-A.J. Parkinson 

                 

WHITNEY RADIO 

(914) 636-1460 

Weir Only Human

From Page 2

of Niger. To win, you must operate 
at a so much higher level than your 
opponents that the force of public 
opinion will be with you, may it be 
so, and the media will torment them 
until they come around, more or less. 
Don’t publicly argue with people 
of lesser rank, it demeans you and 
enhances their importance.  The 
people of New York State elected 
you, by a wide majority, to run the 
executive branch, which is most of 
the government.  Concentrate on 

that responsibility.  See what the 
dysfunctional can do on their own. 
   Five months completed, 43 to go. 
Your term is a bit more than 10% 
over.  And don’t be too certain 
about re-election, especially if Mr. 
B (for Big) runs.  He could do it if 
he wanted to.  Among the governors 
who failed to win a second term 
were Bill Clinton, Averell Harriman 
and Alfred E. Smith (although 
Clinton and Smith came back after 
their losses).
    You are doing all right as governor, 

you are by no means failing, and 
you are better than your adversaries. 
You want to be a first-rate governor, 
maybe you want to be President 
some day.   To be considered for that, 
you must be statesmanlike.  That 
is a quality that money and 
intellect alone cannot buy.  But 
it can be achieved from within. 
   In the New York vernacular, be a 
mensch.

Henry Stern is president of New 
York Civic (www.NYCivic.org) and 

a blogger on public issues. 

By Bob Weir

   Recently, nationally syndicated 
conservative columnist, Linda 
Chavez, wrote a column in which 
she began: “Some people just don’t 
like Mexicans — or anyone else 
from south of the border. They think 
Latinos are freeloaders and welfare 
cheats who are too lazy to learn 
English. They think Latinos have 
too many babies, and that Latino 
kids will dumb down our schools. 
They think Latinos are dirty, 
diseased, indolent and more prone 
to criminal behavior. They think 
Latinos are just too different from 
us ever to become real Americans.” 
   In her effort to impute anti-
Latino motives to a segment of the 
population, Ms. Chavez is merely 
stating the views that “some people” 
have for every race or nationality 
that is different from theirs. “Some” 

Chavez Fishes for a Red Herring
blacks don’t like whites and vice-
versa; “some” Italians don’t like 
the Irish and vice-versa. Suggesting 
that Americans are upset about 
illegal immigration because “some” 
people have prejudiced views about 
Mexicans is one of the biggest red 
herring excuses of all time. 
   I submit that the overwhelming 
majority of Americans have no 
more animosity for Mexicans than 
they would have for any other 
group that was refusing to obey our 
laws by sneaking across the border 
en masse and clogging the system 
by demanding free services. With 
estimates ranging from 12 to 20 
million illegal aliens in our country, 
the citizens are totally justified in 
being alarmed, and they would 
be just as alarmed if the invaders 
came from Norway, Ethiopia or the 
Planet Mars. 
   To accuse the legal residents 

of a country of 
being xenophobic 
because they 
are against 
having aliens 
invade them is a 
perfect example 
of blaming the 
victim. Since this 
is about breaking and entering, I’ll 
use the burglary example. A guy 
forces his way into your home and 
begins stuffing your valuables in a 
sack. You call the police and have 
him arrested. At the arraignment, 
the burglar claims that you only 
took action against him because 
of his color. To use such distorted 
reasoning would mean that we 
could only arrest white burglars 
for breaking into homes owned by 
whites. 
   Ms. Chavez, in her column, 
makes it appear that the only reason 

Americans are 
upset about 
the invasion is 
because of their 
p r e c o n c e i v e d 
views of the 
invaders. That is 
utter nonsense! 
She completely 

disregards something called the rule 
of law. In her attempt to reinforce 
her claim, she writes: “No amount 
of hard, empirical evidence to the 
contrary, and no amount of reasoned 
argument or appeals to decency and 
fairness, will convince this small 
group of Americans — fewer than 
10 percent of the general population, 
at most — otherwise.” Okay, I’ve 
already conceded that as much as 
10 percent of any population is 
inflicted with the disease of bigotry, 
so, what’s her point? 
   As much as I respect Ms. Chavez 

for her writings over the years 
and her advocacy of conservative 
principles, I find her to be a victim 
of her own bias on this issue. In 
a follow up column she refers to 
her Mexican roots going back 
300 years, “from whence the last 
member of my family trekked north 
in 1701.” She has plenty of reasons 
to be proud of her heritage as well as 
her success in this great experiment 
called democracy. 
   However, one can’t help thinking 
that her distorted view of the 
immigration imbroglio is a thinly 
veiled attempt at justifying the 
invasion because, subconsciously, 
she feels she has a kinship with 
the invaders. My Irish ancestors 
went through Hell to get their piece 
of the American pie. I suppose, 
if millions of invaders from the 
Old Sod were sneaking into this 
country, I’d feel a gentle tug at my 

heartstrings. Yet, I don’t think I’d 
become so mawkish that I’d fail 
to see the danger inherent in such 
puerile compassion. 
   Furthermore, I doubt that I’d resort 
to the tired old hackneyed, knee-
jerk exhortations about xenophobia, 
racism, sexism and other assorted 
isms that have become the inevitable 
excuse for every criminal act that 
seeks justification and exculpation 
for the offender. I think it’s accurate 
to say that we are all proud of our 
ancestry. But our pride should not 
cloud our judgment when it comes 
to the security of the country that 
we, and our families, call home. 
People who break into our country 
are no better than those who break 
into our homes. 

Bob Weir is a contributing 
columnist to Yonkers Tribune and 

Westchester Times Tribune. .  
BobWeir777@aol.com.

By Jason Gooljar

   In the political landscape that is 
the United States of America where 
do we exactly stand right now? 
When I say “we,” I mean the middle 
class and the working poor. I also 
mean those who are opposed to the 
invasion and occupation of foreign 
lands, simply to control oil reserves 
for hegemonic purposes. I also 
mean those who want real national 
and domestic security, where we 
approach things as detectives 
would, and actually bring those 
responsible for terrorism to justice. 
(I’m constantly reminded by people 
of how Britain dealt with the IRA 
for example). Where we look at our 
past, and see some of the aggression 
carried out in our names, as “terror-
like,” as well (do a web search on 
Luis Posada Carriles). And where 
FEMA is not a natural disaster, in 
and of itself, but actually works. 
When I say, “We,” I also mean those 
who are tired of corporate power 
abusing the common folk, and we 
the people. You only need to look at 
how “free trade” and the outsourcing 
and offshoring of work have had an 
impact on this nation to understand 
my concerns. You also can tune into 
the news to hear about the latest 
drug scandal by a corporation that 
makes up “big pharma.” There is 
also the chain store and big-box 
mentality that has gutted small 
towns and hurt even large cities. 
There is the overdevelopment going 
on within municipalities where you 
have wall to wall retail and luxury 
housing (beware of the Forest City 
Ratnerization, Ginsburgization, and 
Cappellization of Westchester!) Last 
but not least, tying this all together, 
is the campaign contributions by 
corporations and their executives to 
candidates for elected office. 
   In essence,  what I am trying to say 

The Question: To “Third Party” or Not to “Third Party?”
is,  if you are the average citizen, 
there is a lot to be frustrated about 
isn’t there? The cost of housing 
has gone up. It’s getting harder to 
get a good paying job, and not a 
“McJob;” and even if you have a 
job, your wages are not keeping 
pace with the cost of living and 
inflation. There is also the cost of 
healthcare in this country and the 
millions of us who are uninsured. 
To make ends meet you may take 
out a loan on your house or get into 
credit card debt and that’s not good 
for the country either. Personally, 
I believe that anyone who works 
full time should not have to live in 
poverty! 
   So what exactly do we, the people 
do about all of this? Before I answer 
that, let’s go back a bit; to last year. 
If you were like me, then you were 
ecstatic that the Democrats took 
back control of the US Congress. 
You probably were expecting 
things to change slightly, and in 
fairness, they have. There are more 
investigations and hearings going 
on now than ever, which is good. 
But there have been some major 
errors that have occurred as well. 
Recently, Cindy Sheehan the anti-
war activist that many of us had 
embraced decided to call it quits. 
This came after the capitulation 
by the democratically controlled 
congress to the president over 
the Iraq war funding bill. Besides 
this occurrence, there is also the 
secretive trade deal that senior 
Democrats are negotiating with the 
Bush administration. 
   Locally, here in Westchester 
County, we’ve had some problems as 
well. Granted they are not as major 
as anything going on in Congress, 
but it still warrants us looking into it. 
There are a lot of Democrats county 
wide who I find are not willing 
to stand up to developers and get 

what is fair and 
right for their 
c o n s t i t u e n t s . 
T h e y ’ r e 
afraid that the 
developers will 
leave and never 
come back. 
To that, I say 
We s t c h e s t e r 
County is 
hot property; 
truthfully, do 
you really see 
there being a 
time soon where 
someone wouldn’t be enticed to 
develop in Westchester? Yes, I 
realize in the past, this probably was 
not the case, but I don’t see things 
going back to those days anytime 
soon. People and businesses are 
looking to move from NYC up here. 
So you better do the development 
right, right now! Besides the 
development issue, there is the 
insider establishment party politics 
that infests some of the local 
Democrat committees county wide 
which I think has to be changed. 
Let’s not forget the struggles to 
get optical-scan voting machines 
accepted here! 
   Of course, the Republican Party 
is far worse. But the reason I bring 
up the Democrat Party is because 
for progressives, like it or not, that 
is the major party that is most in 
tune with our ideals. Therefore we 
must see to it that it best reflects us 
better and we have to continue to 
see it become more successful and 
progressive. We should be doing 
our best to support progressive 
Democrats, locally and nationally. 
But actually, if you’re a Republican 
and you’re not happy with the way 
your party is going, then you can 
change that too! 
   Getting back to my question 

about We the 
People can do 
about all this is 
as follows. The 
way I see it is 
you have two 
options. The first 
option is to leave 
the major parties 
and join a third 
party.  Since this 
is a two-party 
system, I believe 
it would be too 
hard for a third 
party to gain 

prominence without starting locally 
and building for decades. People 
may one day displace one of the two 
major parties, but the system is set 
up so that only two parties can be in 
power at the same time. We do not 
have a parliamentary system which 
would be ideal for third parties. 
However, Instant Runoff Voting is 
something that should be looked at, 
as an alternative. 
   Third parties could be more 
of a force if they were to take a 
regional, and local approach. The 

Green Party has been successful 
in electing people in the village 
of New Paltz for example. There 
is also another variance on third 
parties and those are the ones who 
use fusion voting. As a dues paying 
member of New York’s Working 
Families Party I’ve seen them gain 
power and acceptance through 
fusion voting. This method allows 
a third party to cross endorse the 
candidate of another party. In New 
York, the additional line is often 
sought by politicians and if they 
want the WFP line they have to 
work for it. In return for the line, 
the candidate has to adhere to the 
interests, and some of the platforms 
of the party. This allows the WFP 
to influence both major parties 
to be more progressive and work 
with them towards furthering their 
objectives. Some of the issues the 
party has pushed are an increase 
in the minimum wage, affordable 
healthcare, and affordable housing. 
   The second option I think the 
disenchanted should try, is simply 
taking over the major parties. Try 
to become district leaders and get 

active that way. Also, it is easier (but 
still a task) to build a parallel force 
to offset the local infrastructure of 
a party’s committee wherever you 
live. A local candidate with twenty 
volunteers and some money can 
take on a committee’s designee 
and possibly win in a primary 
election (make sure you go out 
there and get a lot of signatures 
to stave off challenges to get on 
the ballot for the primary!). Right 
now, I think organized labor can 
function as a parallel force like the 
one I mentioned. But it doesn’t just 
have to be an organized group like 
labor or PAC’s; regular citizens can 
do this too! Of course fundraising 
is another aspect of campaigns 
and you should be able to solicit 
funds from the grassroots if you’re 
not going to get funding from the 
committee’s backers. Well, there 
you have it; the choice is yours, just 
get active!

Visit Jason Gooljar, at
http://www.jasongooljar.com 
the progressive liberal on a 

crusade!online.

Like Klockwork

By Joe Klock, Sr.

 
   The only consistent element 
in every public opinion poll is 
that Americans are bathroom 
sick of our leadership at every 
level of governance - but doing 
little more about it than carping 
and awfulizing among ourselves. 
   This attitude has the same effect 
on the status quo as dead foliage 
on a wildfire; ignorance and apathy 
among the electorate is the mother’s 
milk of corrupt leadership, and 
all evidence points to the sad fact 
that either we don’t know the 
truth or we don’t care - or both. 
   We, the people (maybe we, 
the “sheeple” would be a more 
accurate designation) are being 
sold a “bill of bads” by our elected 
(or accepted) reprehensibles in 
the seats of power, and we are 
taking their lies lying down. 
   At the local, state and national 
levels, our interests are being 
criminally disserved by deliberate 
misinformation, half-truths, 
lobbying, spinning, greed, influence 
peddling, cronyism, pandering to 
special interests and outright thievery. 
   The fact that the mass media 
is blatantly biased is no less 
questionable than the solemn 
assurances of lovers in heat; 
and objective discussions these 
days are as rare as virgin brides. 
   A regrettably pertinent example is 
the New York Times, wherein all the 
news that fits its liberal prejudices 
is printed above the fold on page 
one, and dissenting views shunted 
toward the erectile dysfunction 
remedies in its journalistic entrails. 
   I hasten to add that the same 
sort of partisan steering is 
prevalent in Far-Right publications 
and is no less deplorable a 
violation of good reporting.  
   Turn on any “talk show” 
and you’ll quickly discern that 
listening has become a lost art 
in public  discussion and direct 
rebuttal has been replaced by 
such dodge-ball tactics as “that’s 
not the question,” followed by a 
carefully-crafted mantra of talking 
points and fodder for news bytes.  
   In both government and business, 
you need only scratch the surface 
of any major issue to uncover 
some individual or group with a 
dog in the fight, a finger in the 
pie or a hand in the cookie jar.  
   Usually at the core is the passion 
of an “out” to get into power or 
an “in” to stay there, coupled with 
the unenlightened self-interests 
of those with a selfish something 

Stop the Bullscat
or Cultivate a 
Taste for It?

to gain from the outcome. 
   Money is not, an old saw 
notwithstanding, the root of 
all evil, but the pursuit thereof 
is both its  root and fruit.  
   At its best, America is a free 
enterprise society, driven by 
unfettered opportunity and just 
compensation; at its worst, it 
is unprincipled mobs of greedy 
bastards, operating in the 
shadows with utter disregard for 
fairness and ethical behavior. 
   Finding an acceptable end to 
the mess in Iraq has deteriorated 
into finger-pointing about how 
we got there, with open season on 
a lame-duck president who will 
be history in less than two years. 
   Millions of illegal aliens, 
technically criminals all by 
definition, devalue legitimate 
citizenship and deplete our social 
service resources, while our federal 
government tiptoes through the 
tulips of ethnic pressure groups 
and a bad situation worsens daily. 
   Aside: An obvious solution to this 
particular problem is identifying 
who and where they are, then 
separating the wheat from the chaff 
among them and throwing the latter 
rascals out.       Standing in the way 
of this stratagem out are militant 
accusations of discrimination, 
invasion of privacy, family 
breakups and, trumping all others, a 
threatened backlash of voting blocs. 
   This dense deposit of bullscat is 
so pervasive that corrective action is 
no more likely than peace between 
the Yales and Harvards in football.  
   Unless, that is, we-the-
sheeple, resist being herded, 
shorn and eventually eaten 
by the predatory shepherds. 
   Unfortunately, this would 
require diverting some of our 
energy from the more convenient 
exercise of bitching intramurally.  
   Still more inconveniently, it 
might involve turning off the boob 
tube at least long enough to beard 

the liars in their dens and demand 
straight answers to tough questions. 
   Toward that end, forget about 
signing petitions, forwarding chain 
letters, cranking out angry e-mails, 
and marching behind placards. 
   Instead, look up the phone 
numbers and snail-mail addresses 
of the objects of your disaffection 
at every level of leadership, dump 
on them about your concerns and 
insist on really straight answers 
to equally tough questions. 
   When, as is unfailingly predictable, 
they serve you generous helpings 
of evasive bullscat, take another 
shot, and another, and another. 
   Or, if you’d rather, just learn 
to savor the flavor; the choice is 
yours...and it’s NOW!
 

Freelance wordworker 
Joe Klock, Sr. 

(joeklock@aol.com) 
is a winter Floridian who summers 

in New Hampshire. 
More of his “Klockwork,” is at 

www.joeklock.com.
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   A balanced budget is an interesting 
statement. It says Mayor Amicone 
has led Yonkers out of financial 
crisis. If you look only at year to 
year figures, the answer is yes.         
However, a closer look at his last 
three years, and looking forward to 
next year, and even the next four year 
term, it would seem to spell disaster. 
With shrinking surpluses, withheld 
state aid, less state education 
formula aid, union contract (City 
and BoE), P.I.L.O.T.S. for the “Big 
Guys,” a reduced tax base, cost 
over-runs (overtime, etc.), one-shot 
gimmicks, like the Ridge Hill, up-
front payments, and “recurring” 
pay-in-advance, Albany bailout 
money, let me predict a budget 
shortfall in FY 2008-2009… that’s 
next year folks, in the neighborhood 

Does Mayor Amicone Present the Facts? 
You Decide!

From Page 1 of $100 million.

HONEST OPEN 
GOVERNMENT: Mayor Amicone 
has opened the doors of City Hall, 
giving government back to the 
people.

   Honesty and open government 
asserts Mayor Amicone has opened 
the doors of City Hall, giving 
government back to the people. 
This is the polished version of “no 
more cronyism,” from the State of 
the City address. The doors of City 
Hall are opened to all the mayor’s 
personal friends and their friends, as 
well as to his immediate staff, and 
their family and friends. Simply, 
look around. City Hall, the BoE, 
and other affiliated government 
agencies. It’s the return of the 

A m a c k a s s i n 
Club / Lake 
Avenue / 
North Yonkers 
crowd. They 
are all gorging 
themselves at the taxpayer’s table. 
They don’t even hide it any more.

SAFER NEIGHBORHOODS: 
More than 100 police officers hired 
under Mayor Amicone.

   Safer neighborhoods speaks 
of hiring more law enforcement 
officers. Good, it’s a tough job. 

   So that is the record of 
accomplishment that is 
being promoted. As for the 
campaign vision, let’s take  
a look. 

A m i c o n e ’ s 
Vision for a 
Great City 

BRING BACK 

NEIGHBORHOOD SCHOOLS: 
Giving parents a choice to send their 
children to a good school in their 
own neighborhood, dramatically 
reducing bussing. 

   This has been ongoing and 
precedes Amicone since parents 
had “choices’ and most students 
were placed in their neighborhood 
schools. Likewise, bussing has been 
shrinking for years, yet will remain 
with us still, to a certain degree, 
dependent upon programs. 

   By the way, what does the statement 

“Giving parents a choice to send 
their children to a good school in 
their own neighborhood” mean? 
Are there some inferior schools 
out side of “some” neighborhoods? 
What paid consultant wrote this 
crap?

CONTINUE GROWING OUR 
ECONOMY: Bringing in new 
business that will create thousands 
of jobs and add millions to our tax 
base.

   As previously noted, please 
delineate all the new jobs and new 
dollars the City generated between 
January 2004 and now?

IMPROVE QUALITY OF LIFE: 
Preserving neighborhoods with low 
crime rates, quality services, and a 

great parks system.

   Our parks system is great and has 
been for years. Quality services 
could still use some tweaking; and 
low crime rates are only low, and 
have been so, only in long-standing 
stable neighborhoods. The high 
crime rates are in the same old 
neighborhoods, so let’s get it in 
check already.

MAKE YONKERS GREAT 
AGAIN: Transforming Yonkers 
into a modern and thriving city with 
real opportunities for all families.
 
   This statement is truly a political 
and not a professional mantra. This 
is pure public relations, b.s. Sounds 
great, means nothing.
   OK, you decide! 

for the event’s two main stages, four 
general sessions, fifteen breakout 
rooms, lunch session, and exhibitor 
booths. 
   The design and layout of the Pier 
94 building required particular 
attention to sound projection to 
prevent sound from bleeding from 
stage to stage and into the exhibit 
area.  Pier 94 is a very large open 
structure with open grip ceilings 
ranging from 15 to 25 feet in height.  
There are very unusual limitations 
due to the building’s hvac and 
electrical systems being  located 
very low to the ground, while there 
is another 10 – 15 feet of open 
space above them.  Due to these 
physical limitations, 10’ to12’ high 
temporary walls were constructed 
for each of the event and meeting 
areas.  Since these were the only 
audio barriers, CAVS had to pay 
close attention to the audio design 
of each meeting space. 
   The main stage’s audio system 
designed by CAVS included L-
ACOUSTICS dV-DOSC arrays 
flown left and right of the stage along 
with 2 SB218 double 18” subs on 
each side as well.   “The dV-DOSC 

“Celebration of Teaching and Learning”
From Page 1 has proven to be one of the most 

effective systems when control is 
of utmost importance,” explains Ed 
Morrell, CAVS Project Manager for 
the event.  “The system is capable 
of directing sound precisely where 
it is aimed.”  Morrell and his crew 
also placed arrays half way back in 
the audience as a fill for better level 
control.  Front fills were placed 
across the apron of the stage to fill 
any dead areas on the floor directly 
in front.  This design allowed the 
CAVS sound engineer to control 
levels everywhere in the room 
without any spill into the outlying 
areas. 
   Audio equipment was built 
“inside a box,” with consideration 
for box size since the structure 
presented many obstructed site 
lines.  The compact size of the 
dV-DOSC arrays fit the room 
well without compromising sight 
lines.  Audio design was extremely 
important for the second stage and 
four general sessions also.  For the 
second stage, CAVS choose to hang 
an array of L-ACOUSTICS ARCS 
speakers, angled and flown low, to 
try and keep the sound within the 
10’ high walls so the 500 audience 
members could clearly hear without 

disrupting the 300 person general 
session just 20’ away and running 
concurrently.  For each of the four 
general sessions, CAVS installed 
multiple speakers for point source 
audio. 
   A technical crew of 10 audio, 
video, lighting, and camera 
engineers oversaw the three-camera 
production of presentations in the 
main stage area.  Featured speakers 
included the Honorable Al Gore, 
speaking to a standing-room-only 
audience of over 2,000 educators, 
Tim Russert of CNBC, and 
Secretary of Education Margaret 
Spellings.  The large number of 
windows along the top of the Pier 
94 building affected CAVS’ choice 
of video equipment.  The company 
chose to use two DPI DSX 12K 
DLP to project onto two screens 
that flanked the stage.  A third 
screen and Christie Digital DLP 
projector covered the additional 
seating to the far areas of the 
room.  A three camera shoot for 
IMAG along with multiple video 
spots and graphic presentations 
were switched seamlessly through 
a Folsom System.   A smaller but 
similar system was installed in the 
second main stage area. 

   CAVS enjoyed the challenge of 
creating audio, visual, and sound 
solutions for a large event of this 
scale. 
   “Our work ensured that every 
seat in each staged area was a good 

one, with clear sound and view of 
the stage and video screens,” says 
Ed Morrell, CAVS Project Manager 
for the event.  
   CAVS believes that “it’s not just 
about equipment”.  It’s also about 

providing quality professional 
service that goes far beyond the 
equipment. 

Corporate Audio Visual Services 
telephone 914.592.9700,, e-mail: 

corpav@corporate-av.com.

YONKERS, NY --  D.H. Cohen 
Insurance Agency has been 
recognized by Allstate Insurance 
Company for high standards in 
customer satisfaction, customer 
retention and profitability. The D.H. 
Cohen Insurance Agency is now 
among the top Allstate agencies 
in the nation in auto, property, 
commercial insurance and financial 
service sales.
   Because of this, the D.H. Cohen 
Insurance Agency has earned 
an invitation to attend Allstate’s 
National Conference where they 
will be recognized by the top officers 
of the company.  This invitation 

Local Allstate Agency Honored 
Nationally

is a symbol of the dedication the 
agency demonstrates in assisting 
customers.  D.H. Cohen Insurance 
Agency is one of only 10 percent 
of insurance agencies and financial 
specialists for Allstate nationwide 
to reach this level of achievement.
   “It’s a tremendous honor to earn an 
invitation to National Conference,” 
said David Cohen, Allstate agent. 
“My agency’s commitment is to 
serve customers and we’re pleased 
that the company has acknowledged 
our efforts.”
The D.H. Cohen Insurance Agency 
is located at 2124 Central Park 
Avenue, in Yonkers, NY.

YONKERS, NY --  William E. 
Griffin, Chairman of the Board 
of Hudson Valley Holding Corp., 
announced the approval by the Board 
of Directors of a program, effective 
May 30, 2007, to repurchase up to 
250,000 shares of its common stock 
at a price of $56.00 per share.  This 
offer expires August 28, 2007. 
   Griffin, noting the strong financial 
performance of the Company and a 
desire to re-acquire shares, said the 
Board of Directors increased from 
100,000 to 250,000 the number of 
common shares that the Company 
may acquire and established a per 
share price that would apply to all 

Hudson Valley Holding Corp. 
Announces Stock Repurchase Program

transactions, replacing the prior 
repurchase program that offered a 
different per share price contingent 
on the number of shares in any one 
transaction. 
   Hudson Valley Holding Corp. 
(HUVL), headquartered in Yonkers, 
NY, is the parent company of two 
independently owned local banks, 
Hudson Valley Bank (HVB) and 
NYNB Bank (NYNB). HVB 
specializes in providing a full range 
of financial services to businesses, 
professional services firms, not-for-
profit organizations and individuals; 
and provides investment 
management services through a 

subsidiary, A. R. Schmeidler & Co., 
Inc.  NYNB Bank is a Bronx based 
bank with approximately $140 
million in assets serving the local 
communities of the South Bronx, 
Upper Manhattan and Roosevelt 
Island with five branches. Hudson 
Valley Holding Corp.’s stock is 
traded under the ticker symbol 
“HUVL” on the OTC Bulletin 
Board. 
Additional information on Hudson 
Valley Bank and NYNB Bank can 
be obtained on their respective 

web-sites at 
www.hudsonvalleybank.com and 

www.nynb.com.

to remember next time (hence its 
name). 
   There are different forms of the 
game you can play. Primarily, there 
is the “Season Game” which starts 
a season of baseball. First, you have 
to choose your team name. You can 
pick the Mets or the Brewers or 
whatever team names you would 
like. Next, you pick your team. 
You can pick from some of the 
Backyard Series players, like Pablo 
Sanchez, and the pros, like Alfonso 
Soriano.  After that, decide what 
field you want your home field to 
be; the fields vary from beautiful 
baseball diamonds to back alleys 
and shipyards. Finally, play ball!
   Another type of game you can play 
is a Pickup Game. This is the game 
you play if you have some friends 
over or you don’t feel like playing 

with your team in your season 
game. You pick your field, your 
team, your team name, and set the 
rules, like the number of innings, 
pitch locator, and errors, and then 
you play one game. The game will 
save who the winner is, but it will 
not save anything else, such as your 
team members or team field.
   The easiest game to start is a 
“Play Ball!” game. All you have 
to do, when you are at the main 
menu, hit the “Start” button on the 
controller, and a game will start. It 
will randomly choose your field, 
rules, team name, and players, and 
all you have to do, is play baseball.
   There are many other enjoyable 
games to play in Backyard Baseball, 
like the Home Run Derby or 
Fielder’s Choice. You can also hold 
batting practice for a single player. 
For example, if you are not hitting 

Backyard Baseball 2007
From Page 1 well with A-Rod, the player can go 

to batting practice and all you do is 
hit baseballs.
   Backyard Baseball 2007 is a first-
rate baseball game for the summer 
with great graphics that show 
everything in detail. The game does 
not have any lagging, where when 
you execute a move and it may take 
the game a couple of seconds to 
catch up to you. Backyard Baseball 
2007 is a really fun game that not 
only allows you to play baseball 
with your favorite professionals 
as kids, but it also lets you play 
baseball inside, in the comfort of 
air conditioning! 

Cam is a high school student, 
and is the official computer 
gaming review columnist for 

the YonkersTribune.com and the 
Westchester Times Tribune.

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- Three 
narrated works by American 
composer Seymour Barab will 
be the featured selections for the 
Westchester Chamber Orchestra’s 
fourth annual free Independence 
Day concert on Thurs., June 28, 
6:30 p.m. at Ossie Davis Park at 
Library Green in New Rochelle.  
   The three pieces, suitable for 
children ages four to 11, are “The 
Selfish Giant,” “Three Riddles in 
the Ancient Tradition” and “How 
the Elephant Got Its Trunk.” Barab 

Westchester Chamber Orchestra Kicks 
Off Independence Day Celebrations

is one of the most frequently 
performed contemporary American 
composers, known for his operas 
and works for children.  
   The pieces will be narrated 
by Dr. Domenic Guastaferro, a 
baritone and the supervisor of 
music and art for the New Rochelle 
school district. WCO founder and 
artistic director Barry Charles 
Hoffman will conduct the 40-
member professional orchestra.  
    Spectators should bring chairs 
or blankets. In case of inclement 

weather, the concert will be held 
inside the library at the same time. 
Ossie Davis Park at Library Green 
is located at the corner of Huguenot 
Road and Lawton Street. 

For more information, call 
(914)654-4WCO (4926), 

direct e-mail to info@
westchesterchamberorchestra.

org or visit www.
westchesterchamberorchestra.org. 

on the Internet. For directions, 
call the New Rochelle Library at 

(914)632-7878.

Memorial Day Parade in Hartsdale

Photo courtesy of Jason Gooljar
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WHITE PLAINS, NY -- The 
Children’s Hope Chest is holding 
its second annual Food for Hope 
event on Saturday, June 16th,  at 
Stop & Shop, in White Plains, 
on Westchester Avenue, between 
9:00am and 1:00pm.  The Food for 
Hope event gives children hands-
on involvement in collecting food 
items for needy families.  Donors 
will collect food items to stock 
the food pantries at The Carver 
Center in Port Chester, Neighbor 
to Neighbor in Greenwich, and 
the Harrison Food Pantry.  The 
children volunteers will be at the 

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- 
Westchester/Putnam Central 
Labor Body, AFL-CIO and their 
friends in the community honored 
Representative Nita Lowey for 
her outstanding public service 
and Michael Carriere for his labor 
service at their recent Workers’ 
Memorial Monument Fundraising 
Event. 
   At the event, Congresswoman Nita 
Lowey received the “Outstanding 
Public Service Award” for her never 
ending fight for a better America 
for all. No matter what the issue 
Nita has been a vocal advocate for 
what she believes in and is always 
on top of the issues. As recently as 
last week, she was fighting for help 
for flooded Westchester families 
and businesses. She is cognizant of 
health and safety issues and knows 
the importance of worker training, 
OSHA funding, etc. She has always 
been on the frontline for workers 
and led the fight for training and 
equipment for first responders, the 
right of representation, a living 
wage, good housing and health care 
for all. She was instrumental in the 
campaign to save the protections of 
social security. 

Lowey and Carriere Honored

   Michael Carriere, Business 
Representative of the International 
Union of Painters and Allied Trades 
Local 113 of DC #9 was awarded the 
“Labor Service Award.” As a union 
member Michael has always fought 
for the right of workers to organize 
and stand united in a workplace that 
is both healthy and safe. Michael 
believes strongly in the importance 
of community service and has 
initiated a number of projects here 
in Westchester. He has encouraged 
his union members to volunteer for 

important service projects such as 
redoing more than eighty rooms 
at the Westchester Medical Center 
and the Maria Ferrari Children’s 
Hospital; painting the Slater 
Center of White Plains; painting 
the auditorium, kitchen, etc. at St. 
Peter’s Episcopal Church in Port 
Chester; and being involved in the 
“Extreme Home Makeover” for the 
Arena Family. His latest project, 
for which he has also recruited the 
Plumbers Union, UA # 21 and the 
Resilient Floor Cover Local #2287, 

is doing over the YMCA in White 
Plains. 
   Many community leaders and 
social agencies joined the Central 
Labor Body in honoring these two 
community advocates. Among those 
presenting them with proclamations 
were: State Senator Andrea 
Stewart-Cousins; White Plains 
Mayor Joseph DelFino; Tuckahoe 
Mayor John Fitzpatrick; County 
Legislator Michael Kaplowitz and 
a contingent from the Westchester 
County Legislature. 
   The fundraiser was held to 
raise money to erect a Workers’ 
Memorial Monument to honor 
all workers who have died on 
the job. Westchester County has 
agreed to donate the property for 
the monument which will serve as 
a constant reminder that we need 
to maintain and increase safety 
protections at the workplace but the 
Westchester/Putnam Central Labor 
Body must raise the money for its 
construction and maintenance. The 
monument will allow the WPCLB 
to permanently honor those who 
paid the ultimate sacrifice—their 
lives—to support their families. 

Food for Hope

door to greet participants and help 
them shop for the requested food 
pantry items. While doing your 
regular shopping, pick up some of 
the requested items (displayed in 
the store) and help fight hunger. The 
Children’s Hope Chest volunteers 
will fill up the trucks with your 
donations and drive them directly 
to both food pantries.  Support The 
Children’s Hope Chest and help 
needy families in our area.  
For more information please visit 

our website
 www.childrenshopechest.com. 

Left: Muffin Gleason-Hamm, American Cancer Society 2007 Diamond 
Gala Chair 

Right: Diana Williams, WABC-7 Eyewitness News Anchor and special 
guest emcee, Don Distasio, CEO, American Cancer Society Eastern 

Division  

Remembering the American Cancer Society’s 2007 Diamond Gala
On Thursday, May 17, the American 
Cancer Society Westchester 
region held their annual Diamond 
Gala dinner/dance “Journey to 
Recovery.”  Event honorees were 
Michael Villanova, CEO of All 
County Transportation Services, 
Inc; Anita Feldman, a longtime 
Cancer Society volunteer; Marisa 
Acocella Marchetto, author of the 

book Cancer Vixen; and Tiffany & 
Co. 
   WABC- 7 Eyewitness News 
Anchor Diana Williams was the 
special guest emcee. 
During the live auction, the main 
item for bid, a one-week stay on 
Necker Island, went to Mr. & Mrs. 
Louis Tantillo for $11,000.

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- On 
Wednesday, May 3rd, the 
Westchester/Putnam Central Labor 
Body held an afternoon vigil to 
honor workers who lost their 
lives at work in the past year. The 
event was held at Kensico Dam in 
Valhalla where the Central Labor 
Body hopes to build a monument 
in memory of those who have died 
at their workplace. In his speech 
Westchester County Legislator Bill 
Ryan, Chairman of the Westchester 
County Legislature spoke about 
the importance of safety laws that 
would protect workers. He said that 
a worker should not have to worry 
about dying on the job because of 
missing safety precautions. County 
Legislator Jose Alvarado, Chairman 
of the Labor Committee presented 
the WPCLB with a proclamation 
naming April 28th Workers Memorial 
Day in Westchester County. 
   The vigil was part of National 
Workers Memorial Day which 
is held annually on April 28th to 
remember those that have died and 
to fight for the health and safety 
of the living. WPCLB president, 
Paul Ryan, pointed out, “Death at 
the workplace is not exclusive to 

Workers Remembered
those who belong to a union and 
in fact we see year after year more 
and more of our non-union brothers 
losing their lives needlessly due to 
lack of safety precautions at their 
worksite. That’s one of the reasons 
we fight all the time for improved 
safety standards and enforcement 
of existing OSHA laws.” 
   The names of those who had died 
on the job in the past year from 
Westchester and Putnam County 
were read aloud by John Buszta, 
of IBEW Local # 3, while Louis 
Bousche of Yonkers 
   Firefighters, IAFF Local # 628, 
rang a fire bell after each name. The 
bell was wrung this year for: Wilson 
Acevedo, Dennis Barone, Victor 
Bernadone, Gregory S. Bresnen, 
Joseph 
   Dimase, Antonio Mendoza, Rossini 
Pinto, Robert Rabbins, and William 
White. The bell was then rung three 
times remembering those who had 
died in current military service. The 
Sword of Light Bagpipe Band of 
IBEW # 3 played a tribute to the 
deceased workers on the bagpipes. 
   Karen Magee, Secretary/Treasurer 
of the Westchester/Putnam Central 
Labor Body and Chairman of 

the event, gave a brief history 
of Workers Memorial Day and 
the WPCLB campaign to build a 
memorial to workers at the Kensico 
Dam. She pointed out that many 
workers had died while building 
the dam so the place was apropos 
for a memorial for workers who 
died on the job. Worker safety is a 
major concern of the Westchester/
Putnam Central Labor Body, AFL-
CIO so she called on legislators to 
pass and fund legislation that would 
help to see that no worker died who 
could have been saved. She said she 
wished each year that the vigil was 

unnecessary because no worker had 
died on the job that year. Karen 
thanked  all the union members 
who on Saturday, April 28th had 
cared enough about worker safety 
to go to train stations and grocery 
stores to pass out more than 10,000 
pieces of literature informing the 
public about the importance of laws 
to protect workers. 
   Besides fellow union members and 
family members of the deceased, the 
following local legislators attended 
the vigil: State Senator Andrea 
Stewart-Cousins; Assemblypersons 
George Latimer and Sandra 

Galef ; County Legislators Jose 
Alvardo, Lois Bronz, William 
Burton, Kenneth Jenkins, Michael 
Kaplowitz, Judy Myers, Vito Pinto, 
Martin Rogowsky, William Ryan 
and Susan Swanson; Yonkers 
City Council President Chuck 
Schorr Lesnick; Greenburgh Town 
Councilpersons Ellie Mae Barnes, 
Steven Bass, and Frances Sheehan; 
Tuckahoe Mayor John Fitzpatrick 
and Trustee Clare Gorman; and 
White Plains Common Councilmen 
Glenn Hockley and Dennis Power.  
 

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- 
Congresswoman Nita Lowey (D-
Westchester/Rockland) last week 
joined officials from the City School 
District of New Rochelle and New 
Rochelle Mayor Noam Bramson to 
announce a grant worth almost $1.5 
million over three years from the 
U.S. Department of Education for 
physical education programs and to 
fight childhood obesity.  The grant 
will provide $499,325 this year 
and is renewable for two additional 
years.
   “Schools not only have the power 
to shape and strengthen young 

Lowey Announces $1.5 Million Grant 
to Fight Childhood Obesity

minds - they have the power to set 
kids on a path of healthy living for 
life,” Lowey said.  “The statistics 
are startling, and we cannot let this 
epidemic continue on our watch.  
The rate of childhood obesity more 
than doubled from 1980 to 2000.  
It is estimated that 64.5 percent of 
Americans adults and 15 percent of 
American children are overweight 
or obese.  For the first time, this 
generation of children may face 
a lower life expectancy than their 
parents’ generation due to increased 
incidence of obesity and decreased 
levels of physical activity.”

   The grant is provided by the 
Carol M. White Physical Education 
Program to initiate, expand and 
improve physical education 
including after school programs.  
The funding will be used in New 
Rochelle for SHAPE (Sharing 
Healthy Awareness through 
Physical Education), a K-12 
program developed by the school 
district in response to the growing 
obesity problem among students 
and the lack of fitness and physical 
education both during the school 
day and after school.  
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44 Franklin Ave  •  Pearl River, NY  •  845-735-7900

NANUET    $529,900
Come see this 3br,2ba home fea-
tures many fine upgrades thru-out.
Prof lndscping done, lots of park-
ing, All this w/Clarkstown schools!
Dir: From Rt. 59, Middletown Rd.
No. after Rinne, lft into #317 drive-
way, house in back #313

Gail Georgetti
Assoc. Broker

SUN OPEN HOUSE 1-4 PM

JUST
LISTED!

BARDONIA              $509,000
Great Split Level 3-5br home!
Huge Fam. Rm. House exterior
just painted, new wndws, roof,
gutters, newer  flashing, C/A.
Deck overlooks beaut. yard
w/playhse, storage shed. 

SUN OPEN HOUSE 1-4 PM PEARL RIVER $679,000
Legal 2 Family, side by side
Duplex. All redone, new kit, bath,
H/W flrs, windows & siding. Live
on 1 side, rent other to help cover
your costs! Dir:Middletown Rd.
So., R-@ lite, Crooked Hill Rd., R-
Margagret Keahon Dr. #43

Rentals Nanuet 1br w/util, gorg! $1350  Nanuet, full house.$2350  Pearl River 1br w/most util.$1050 

Adriana Arlia
Lic. R/E Salesperson

Mary Screene
Lic. R/E Salesperson

JUST
LISTED!JUST

LISTED!

Orangeburg....$599,000 5BR, 3bath Split Level!  Lots of closets, C/A, hardwood floors, 2 family rooms, lots of space,
gorg. ingrnd. pool & yard. Move right in! 
Blauvelt....$565,000 Impressive 4BR, 3ba Raised Ranch on almost 1/2ac. w/2 car garage, updated baths, H/W flrs.
Possible In-Law suite w/ lrg.BR & full bath. Lovely home! 
New City....$519,000 Looking for privacy in an affordable price range? This “Sprawling Ranch” is  for you! Sits on almost
1/2ac. Features an addition which includes a 12x20 kit. Lrg. FDR, fin bsmt, 2 c gar, C/A & much more. Call for details! 

Orangeburg....$594,900 Wonderful updated 3BR. Colonial.  Gorg.park like property, perfect for family gatherings or a pool!
Features:new C/A, central heating sys. roof, electrical sys., energy eff. wndws, newer siding, make this home a great value! 
Nanuet....$224,900 “Great Alternative To Renting!” First floor 1BR, possible 2BR Condo with in-unit  washer/dryer.
Has FDR, fireplace, decorate your way & enjoy! 

West Nyack....$599,000 4BR, 3B home has the WOW factor! Master craftsmanship w.top of the line everything, A Must See! 

Valley Cottage....$239,000 Lovely 1BR unit, MBR is very spac, w/ walk in closet, Washer/Dryer in unit! 

PEARL RIVER       $699,999
Exceptional expanded 4br Col.
is move in ready! Lrg. Br’s, MBR
has Cath Ceil, skylite, WIC. Prof.
lndspng w/2 tiered custom
deck. This has all the bells &
whistles! Dir: Orangeburg Rd to
Lois to Montgomery #17 on lft.BRAND NEW

TO THE MARKET

SUN OPEN HOUSE 1-4 PM

Greg Peterkin
Owner/Broker

Mary Fitzgerald
Owner/Broker

www.PeteFitz.com for 24/7 access
“NYS Licensed Resident Appraisers on Staff”

The
Dream Team
Log onto...

YONKERS, NY --  Are you 
or someone you know facing 
disagreement with family regarding 
the level of care received by you 
or another other adult?  Are you a 
sole caregiver for a family member 
or healthcare provider?  Are you 
experiencing conflicts about the sale 
of your family house, over financial 
legal or estate matters?  Then you 
are not alone.    As the number of our 
senior citizens grows, their need for 
support services grows at an ever-
increasing rate.  A National Family 
Council Advisory survey indicated 
76% of family caregivers do not get 
consistent help from other family 
members when it is needed most. 
   The Westchester Mediation 
Center is a program of CLUSTER 
Community Services. The Center 
provides conflict resolution services 
to all residents of Westchester 
County, particularly to those 
underserved, through its court-
annexed and extensive mediation 
program. The Mediation Center has 
a dedicated staff of professionals 
and a panel of experienced 
mediators who resolve the great 

majority of cases they handle.  
Mediation provides an alternative to 
litigation and fosters collaboration.  
   Collaboration and better 
understanding will likely decrease 
stress associated with conflict 
and may increase the percentage 
of help caregivers receive. Elder 
Care Mediation also supports 
a partnership with health care 
providers and increases the role of 
older adults in the decisions that 
impact their quality of life.  If you or 
a loved one resides in Westchester 
County call our office to schedule 
an appointment at 914-963-6500.  
Mediation sessions are held at 
times and locations convenient to 
the parties.  Fees are charged per 
session on a sliding scale and are 
based upon the type of dispute 
and ability to pay.  We are looking 
forward to serving you and your 
loved ones.    

Note: Mediators do not provide 
legal advice.  In some situations, 

parties may choose to retain a 
lawyer for counsel or information.

Mediation Services 
for Seniors

ALBANY, NY -- Representing the 
Senate Democratic Conference, 
State Senate Deputy Democratic 
Leader Jeff Klein (D-Bronx/
Westchester) participated last week 
in a public six-way meeting with 
the Governor, Lt. Governor, and 
leaders of the Senate and Assembly, 
to advocate for legislation that 
would institute stricter charges for 
repeat offenders. The legislation 
would create a new crime of 
Aggravated Criminal Conduct, 
applicable to offenders who commit 
a misdemeanor crime and who were 
convicted of three or more previous 
misdemeanors or felonies within 
the last ten years.
   “Our criminal justice system all 
too often amounts to a revolving 
door. Those who rack up numerous 
serious offenses are, in many 
circumstances, treated no differently 
than first-time offenders. This 
provides little reason for them to 
turn away from a life of persistent 
crime,” Klein said. “Offenders 
whose rap sheet contains five, 

Klein Cracks Down on 
Violent Crime

Passes Tougher Penalties for Repeat Offenders

six, ten violent misdemeanor 
convictions are not going to be 
fazed by yet another misdemeanor 
charge,” Klein added. “With this 
new crime of Aggravated Criminal 
Conduct, we can impose a sufficient 
penalty while drawing a line in the 
sand that career criminals will be 
less inclined to cross.”   

   To ensure due process, the bill 
contains rigorous guidelines for 
certifying criminal history reports 
admitted in court, Klein said. 
“In order to cut down on serious 
crimes, we need legislation like 
this, especially for individuals who 
have already been convicted of 
misdemeanor offenses like assault, 
sexual assault and stalking,” 
Klein added. The measure later 
passed the Senate. 
   Klein, a champion for criminal 
justice issues, leads the fight for 
a civil confinement law which 
requires that individuals convicted 
of violent crimes be psychologically 
evaluated before being released 
back into society, and if found 
unfit, civilly confined to a secure 
mental facility. In addition, Klein 
worked successfully with the 
National Organization of Women 
to overturn New York’s arcane five 
year statutory limitations on rape 
and bring justice to thousands of 
victims. 
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OSSINING, NY -- One of summer’s 
great pleasures is enjoying the fresh 
flavors of fruits and vegetables 
grown on local farms.  People who 
can’t always travel out to the farms 
in New York’s Hudson Valley, can 
still sample farm fresh produce 
every week by shopping at the 
many farmers’ markets that are 
opening for the season in early June 
in many suburban community and 
city neighborhoods. 
   Community Markets, based in 
Ossining, operates eight farmers’ 
markets in the Westchester/Rockland 
area and seven in New York City. 
Locations in Westchester include 
Larchmont, Katonah/Lewisboro, 
Ossining, Tarrytown, Pleasantville 
and Rye. In Rockland, locations 
include Piermont and Spring Valley.  
Community Markets also organizes 
markets in Manhattan, the Bronx, 
Brooklyn, and Queens.   
   Set up under canopies in 
convenient public places, farmers’ 
markets attract savvy consumers 
who can easily tell the difference 
between an industrial tomato that 
has been picked while green and 
trucked in from far away, and one 
that has ripened on the vine in the 
summer sun at a local farm.  
   Early in the season, shoppers 
will find crunchy radishes, many 
types of lettuce and peas still in 
their pods. A special feature in 
June is fresh-picked strawberries 
with an unbelievably sweet flavor 
that will remind older folks of the 
strawberries they knew in their 
youth.  Some of the markets feature 
cheeses, jams and jellies, pasture-
fed beef and eggs from free-

Eight Farmers’ Markets to Open for the Season in June and July 
Markets Bring Produce “Farm Fresh from the Hudson Valley” 

to 8 Communities in Westchester/Rockland  
range chickens, in addition to an 
abundance of fruits and vegetables. 
   “One great advantage of buying 
at our markets is that we visit every 
farm to ensure the quality of what 
is being grown and sold to our 
shoppers,” says Miriam Haas of 
Community Markets. “We require 
that everything our farmers sell 
be produced locally, so consumers 
can be sure they are getting fresh-
picked taste and quality.”
   In addition to enjoying the taste 
and variety of fresh foods for sale, 
many shoppers like to patronize 
the farmers’ markets as a way of 
supporting local farms.  “We care 
greatly about supporting sustainable 
agriculture for the future--and 
shopping at a local farmers’ market 
is one way to show it,” said Kate 
Ward, a frequent shopper at the Rye 
farmers market.   “As a mom, I feel 
that local farm produce is fresher 
and healthier for my family,” she 
said.   
   The farm-fresh produce available 
at Community Markets by month 
includes:
   June: strawberries and greens, new 
onions, herbs; July: blueberries, 
cherries, corn, peaches, plums; 
August: tomatoes, chard, beans, 
summer squash; September: 
broccoli, cauliflower, pears; 
October: apples, cider; November: 
winter squash. 

For more information about the 
15 farmers’ markets organized 

by Community Markets, 
contact Miriam Haas at 914-
923-4837, email to mhaas@

communitymarkets.biz, or visit 
www.communitymarkets.biz.
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Founded by the late Pasquale Pistone
James Sadewhite – Conductor and Music Director

Sponsored by
Yonkers Mayor Philip Amicone, the Yonkers Dept. of Parks, Recreation
and Conservation and The Fine Arts Orchestral Society of Yonkers, Inc.

Present

Winners of the FAOS Twenty-Ninth Annual 
Concerto Competition

Sunday, June  10,  2007 – at 3:00 P.M.

FREE ADMISSION

Saunders Trade and Technical High School
183 Palmer Road                            Yonkers,  N.Y.

For Information call (914) 476-3711  or  (914) 631-6674
Web Site www.yonkersphilharmonic.org

Now give her
something that will last forever...

WESTCHESTER CHRISTIAN WORSHIP CENTER

Acknowledging, Empowering, Impacting
294 Old Mamaroneck Road, White Plains, 914-761-3361

www.WCWC.us

week at the beach

summer camp

a new bicycle

BENA, DANIEL 
WILLIAM SR.                
May 31, 2007

Daniel Bena, born in McAdoo, 
Pennsylvania, on April 3, 1922, 
has walked his last mile on earth. 
“Captain Dan” left this life on May 
28, 2007, surrounded by his family 
and comforted by their love. In 1949, 
he married Irene Bochnik, who 
predeceased him just before their 
53rd anniversary in May, 2002. Dan 
was a very special Dad to his four 
children, Mary McFarlane, Irene 
Wasicsko, Barbara Bena and Daniel 
W. Bena, Jr. and a great “Pop” to 
his grandchildren, Jennifer and 
Michael Wasicsko and Kelly and 
Brian McFarlane. He did not spare 
his love and embraced his in-laws, 
Kevin McFarlane, Jan Hlewicki and 
Diane Hamele-Bena as if they were 
his own children. He is survived 
by one sister, Marge Martone of 
Yonkers and many nieces and 
nephews. He was predeceased by 
brothers, Louis, John and Edward 
and sisters, Rose and Betty. As a 
young athlete, Dan was known in 
Yonkers basketball circles for his 
accurate set shot, and he continued 
to play on many teams including 
that of the US Navy. Dan was 
retired from the U.S. Post Office. It 
is where he obtained his nickname 
“Captain Dan” as a registry clerk in 

the Yonkers Annex. Dan’s favorite 
pastime was walking, and with 
that came talking to everyone he 
met; his energy and enthusiasm for 
life were contagious, and people 
responded to his friendly greetings 
wherever he went. He could be 
found meandering in Eastchester, 
Tuckahoe, Bronxville and the 
farthest corners of Yonkers. Dan 
enjoyed a simple life. He loved 
sports, nature, birds, all kinds 
of music, dancing, completing 
crossword puzzles and visiting the 
New Jersey Shore. Above all, he 
loved being with his family. Dan’s 
zest for life carried him through 
these last two difficult months 
of health issues, and he fought a 
valiant fight, with courage, dignity 
and strength. But the fight is over 
and he’s had to walk on. There will 
be calling hours at Whalen & Ball 
Funeral Home, 168 Park Ave in 
Yonkers on Thursday, May 31, 2007 
from 2:00 to 9:00 pm A Mass of 
Christian Burial will be celebrated 
at 11 am at St. Casimir’s Church, 
Nepperhan Avenue in Yonkers on 
Friday, June 1, 2007. Interment 
will be private at a later date. 
Donations may be made in Dan’s 
name to the Yonkers Audobon 
Society, PO Box 616, Yonkers, NY 
10703, C.A.R.E. International or 
your favorite charity. WHALEN 
& BALL FUNERAL HOME 168 
Park Ave, Yonkers (914) 965-5488  

www.whalenandballfh.com.

FERGUSON, 
WILLIAM JOSEPH, 
JR.                              
 May 29, 2007
 William Joseph Ferguson Jr., 
passed away suddenly on May 26, 
2007. He was born on February 
1, 1923 in Yonkers to William 
and Mary (Bennett) Ferguson Sr. 
William graduated from Benjamin 
Franklin Jr. High School and the 
Saunders Trade High School. He 
proudly served his country in the 
US Army as a Corporal from 1941-
1945. He was awarded the Good 
Conduct Medal, American Defense 
Service Medal, Asiatic-Pacific 
Service Medal and the Philippines 
Liberation Medal. After the service 
Bill worked for the Union Carbide 
Company. He married his loving 
wife Lillian Silinsky on November 
25, 1947 at St. Casimir’s Church 
in Yonkers. She predeceased him 
on October 5, 2000. Bill had his 
pilot’s license and loved to fly. He 
was an avid fisherman. Besides 
his parents and his wife, Bill is 
also predeceased by a son William 
Joseph Ferguson. He is survived 
by his loving children Deborah 
Ann Davis of Washingtonville, 
NY, Barry Joseph Ferguson of 
Yonkers, Cynthia DePolito of 

Washingtonville, NY, Robert A. 
Ferguson of Washingtonville, NY, 
his cherished six grandchildren and 
his adored six great-grandchildren. 
Bill is also survived by many nieces 
and nephews. A Mass of Christian 
Burial will be celebrated for Bill on 
Thursday, May 31, 2007 at 10 am at 
St. Casimir’s Church in Yonkers with 
interment to follow at St. Joseph’s 
Cemetery in Yonkers. The Family 
will receive friends on Wednesday 
from 2-4 and 7-9 pm at the Whalen 
and Ball Funeral Home. WHALEN 
and BALL FUNERAL HOME 168 
Park Ave., Yonkers 914-965-5488 

www.whalenandballfh.com.

GAGLIARDO, 
ANTHONY “ANDY”     
June 01, 2007

Anthony “Andy” Gagliardo, 48, 
of White Plains, passed away on 
May 27, 2007. He was born in 
White Plains on June 18, 1958 to 
William and Juanita Gagliardo. 
Andy graduated from White 
Plains High School. He worked 
in the Maintenance Dept. for the 
Galleria Mall in White Plains for 
25 years. Andy married his loving 
wife, Margaret Bernstein on July 
6, 1982. He is predeceased by his 
mother, Juanita and his brother 
William Nicholas Gagliardo. 
Andy is survived by his loving 
wife, Margaret of White Plains, 
his cherished daughter, Jennifer 
Bernstein of Yonkers, his beloved 
brother and sisters, Dale Gagliardo 

of Elmsford, Lisa Gansinger of East 
Fishkill, NY and Carol Baglieri of 
Yarmouth, Maine. The family will 
receive friends on Saturday, June 2, 
2007, from 2 to 4 PM at the Whalen 
and Ball Funeral Home. A Service 
will be held for Andy at 3 PM at 
the Funeral Home on Saturday. 
Interment is private. WHALEN 
& BALL F.H. 168 Park, Yonkers 
(914) 965-5488 
www.whalenandballfh.com. 

KANTOR, ANN 
(NEE WANSICK)                                     
June 01, 2007

Ann Kantor (nee Wansick) died 
in Boynton Beach, FL on Sunday, 
May 20, 2007 at age 89 with her 
family by her side. She had been 
a resident of Boynton Beach for 
the last 30 years, and worked as a 
dedicated advocate and volunteer 
for Hospice of Palm Beach County 
for 18 years. She was a longtime 
resident of Yonkers, where she met 
and married Stephen (Pip) Kantor; 
he predeceased her in 1988. Mrs. 
Kantor is survived by her son, 
George S. Kantor MD of Palm 
Beach and a grandson, Konrad D. 
Kantor. Visiting hours will be at 
the Whalen & Ball F.H. on Friday, 
June 1 from 5 to 7 pm. Funeral 
Services will be held at the funeral 
home on Saturday, June 2 at 10 am. 
Inurnment, Mt. Hope Cemetery. 
WHALEN & BALL F.H. 168 Park 
Ave., Yonkers (914)965-5488
 www.whalenandballfh.com.

SACCO, LOUISE 
(NEE DEMARTINO)                           
May 28, 2007                   
                                  
Louise Sacco nee DeMartino, a 
life-long resident of Yonkers, died 
Monday, May 28, after a long illness. 
Born in 1918, Mrs. Sacco was 
married to the late William J. Sacco, 
Sr., a Westchester County Deputy 
Sheriff. Mrs. Sacco graduated from 
Sacred Heart Grammar School 
and the High School of Commerce 
in Yonkers. Her family settled in 
North Yonkers when it was still 
largely rural. DeMartino Avenue 
was named after her family. She 
was predeceased by her siblings, 
Michael, Ralph, Philomena Tocco 
and Alvira Ferrara. She is survived 
by her children, William Jr. and 
his wife, Susan, and Carol and 
her husband, Peter Eschmann. 
In addition, there are six loving 
grandchildren, Danielle, Katelyn 
and Brittany Sacco, and Cecily 
Leary, Christine DeNichilo and 
Peter Eschmann III, and four great 
grandchildren, Adam, Megan, 
David, Shaun. Visiting hours will be 
at the Whalen & Ball Funeral Home 
on Wednesday from 2-4 and 7-9 pm. 
Mass of Christian Burial will be in 
Sacred Heart Church on Thursday, 
May 31st at 9:30 am. Entombment 
Ferncliff Mausoleum. WHALEN & 
BALL FUNERAL HOME 168 Park 
Avenue Yonkers (914) 965-5488 
www.whalenandballfh.com.  

In Memoriam

By Roger Withersoon

   Originally, it was a great idea.
   The guys with the crayons at 
Chevrolet were looking for an 
iconoclastic, eye catching, low cost, 
comfortable go-anywhere small 
car with the roominess of an SUV. 
Taking a page from the success 
of the SSR – a combination pick-
up and station wagon that evoked 
1950s mid-America – they crafted 
the HHR. It had an unpronounceable 
name, but represented a distinctive 
Chevy whose rounded edges, 
running boards and small, oval 
windows would have been 
comfortable if parked before the 
Little House on the Prairie.
   The HHR was a bit bigger than the 
popular Chrysler PT Cruiser and 
delivered a comfortable ride with 
a lot of amenities – such as heated 
seats, rear seats that folded flat, and 
satellite radio – for under $20,000. 
And the public liked it, even if they 
wondered if Chevy would ever get 
around to giving the car a proper 
name.
   But somewhere along the line, 
the guys with the crayons decided 
the HHR could serve double duty 
if they turned it into a panel truck 
capable of delivering high density 
chips in Silicon Valley or a cache 
of cackling chickens to a city’s 
farmer’s market. So they changed 
it.
   First, they covered up the 
windows in the rear doors and the 
cargo area, giving the HHR the 
appearance, from the inside, of a 
house boarded up in preparation 
for the annual hurricane since the 
frames for the windows are still 
present. Then they took out the rear 
seats and substituted a flat cabinet 
with storage compartments deep 

Shifting Gears: When Good Designers Go Bad: Messing With The HHR
enough for small potted plants but 
little else. In short, the new cargo 
area has about as much room as 
the old cargo area – but cannot be 
converted back into a comfortable 
place to put rear passengers.
 Finally, those lost 
windows are significant.  The 
narrow, rounded windows of the 
‘50s did not provide the best line of 
sight for cars or pedestrians in the 
rear or on the side of the vehicle, 
but as long as there were several 
windows one could usually avoid 
running over anyone or backing 
into anything. In the absence of 
windows, the HHR has a blind 
spot which encompasses virtually 
everything that is not directly in 
front of the car. As a result, the 
owner of the new HHR panel truck 
could be reasonably expected to 
back over anyone not at least four 
feet tall and able to block the small 
rear window, or turn into the average 
sized elephant standing next to the 
rear of the car.
  In fairness, most panel 
trucks lack windows, though they 
usually have extra large rear view 
mirrors and back-up warning bells. 
This HHR panel truck lacks those 
safety features – it just offers a 
wrap-around blind spot. While 
that may be the common format 
in panel trucks, there are no rules 
stating safety improvements cannot 
be made in an established style. 
As a panel truck, the HHR is not 
designed to haul heavy, destructive 
loads such as concrete blocks 
or boulders. Therefore, keeping 
the windows would not affect its 
cargo carrying capabilities and 
would make for a much safer and 
aesthetically pleasing vehicle.
 Converting the passenger 
version to the panel truck version of 

the HHR provides limited additional 
storage space. According to EPA 
figures, the passenger HHR, with 
rear seats up, offers 25.2 cubic feet 
of cargo area. This jumps to 57.7 
cubic feet when the rear seats are 
folded flat. The panel truck version, 
without the passenger option, has 
63.1 cubic feet of cargo space 
– a gain of 5.4 cubic feet.  And at 
14.6 feet in length, the HHR is a 
lot easier to maneuver and park in 
urban areas than most panel trucks, 
which are built on larger frames.
 The HHR is powered by a 
four-cylinder, 2.4 liter engine which 
is more than enough to give the very 
light truck enough pep to zip in and 
out of traffic, or go on comfortable 
long hauls. And its EPA rating of 23 
miles per gallon in city traffic and 
30 miles per gallon on the highway 
is a lot more efficient than its larger 
commercial cousins.
 Inside, the HHR panel 
truck still has the amenities and 
comfort that made the HHR four-
passenger car so popular and 
functional. For entertainment, the 
HHR comes with AM/FM and 
XM satellite radio, as well as a 
CD and MP3 player with surround 
sound delivered over seven Pioneer 
speakers. It does not have a standard 
navigation system, but features 
GM’s OnStar communications 
system which can provide turn-by-
turn guidance to any on or off-road 
destination in the country, or serve 
as a rolling cell phone capable of 
operating in a lot of regions where 
cell towers are lacking and portable 
pocket cell phones are inoperable.
 One of the first thing 
they teach students in the FAMU-
Florida State School of Engineering 
is to beware of a temptation to 
over create and remember that just 

because you can build something 
does not mean that you should build 
it. If the guys with the crayons at 
Chevy had attended those lectures, 
they might have left the wonderful 
little HHR alone.

2007 Chevrolet HHR Panel LT

MSRP: $24,049
EPA Mileage: 23 MPG City 
30 MPG Highway

Performance / Safety:
2.4-Liter DOHC 4-cylinder, fuel 
injected engine producing 175 
horsepower and 165 pound-feet 
of torque; 4-speed automatic 
transmission with remote start; 
power steering; sport suspension; 
head curtain, and side airbags; 
antilock brake system; 17-inch 
polished aluminum wheels; fog 
lamps; daytime running lamps.

Interior/ Comfort:
AM/FM/ XM satellite radio; in-dash 
CD and MP3 player with 7 Pioneer 
speakers; OnStar communications 
system; power adjusted, leather, 
heated seats; leather wrapped, tilt 
steering wheel with fingertip audio 
controls; 10 cargo tie-downs; roof 
rails.

Roger Witherspoon is 
automotive columnist to the 

Dallas Examiner, Westchester 
Times Tribune, and Yonkers 

Tribune, among other media.
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