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THE GUEST HEZITORIAL:

By Newt Gingrich 

   It is time for some strong medicine 
for American conservatives and it 
does not get any stronger then this: 
if Republicans are going to have 
any chance of victory in 2008, they 
need to learn a thing or 
two from the French. 
   That’s right. The 
French. 
   For Republicans in 
Washington, the election 
of Nicolas Sarkozy is 
significant not because 
he was a conservative 
but because he was a part 
of a deeply unpopular 
incumbent government. 
For those who are willing to learn, 
Mr Sarkozy’s win shows that it 
is possible to produce a decisive 
national decision in favor of more 
conservative reform when voters 
are faced with a choice between 
ideological failure on the left and 
bold solutions and bold leadership 
from a newly redefined right.
    Going into the election, the 
parallels between the incumbent 
French government of President 
Jacques Chirac and that of 
President George W. Bush were 
hard to miss. Mr. Chirac, who had 
been twice elected to serve a total 
of 12 years in office, was very 
unpopular. Frenchmen were tired 

A 
French Lesson for 

America’s Grand Old 
Party

of’ the Chirac government. The 
contest was just what the 2008 
contest in the US is shaping up to 
be: a classic “change” election.  
   But the opposition on the left, the 
Socialist party, failed completely 
to capitalize on this desire for 

change. It nominated 
Ségolène Royal, who 
proved herself to be the 
candidate of the status 
quo, not of change. Most 
significantly, Ms. Royal 
was committed to keeping 
all the bureaucracies that 
were failing and all the 
policies that were creating 
unemployment. 

   Still, with the incumbent 
conservative government so 
unpopular, the left would normally 
have been expected to win the 
election. But the conservative 
candidate, Mr. Sarkozy, won 
decisively because he is an 
aggressive, different kind of French 
political leader. He was able to 
overcome his association with 
the Chirac government by being a 
different kind of French politician. 
He proved himself as a tough, 
confrontational leader - a man 
who was not afraid to stand up to 
the French establishment that Mr. 
Chirac represented. 

By Vox Populi

YONKERS, NY -- This year’s 
mayoral election is above all else 
a return match of the 2003 race. 
The same players, but on different 
sides of the same Republican Party. 
Its Spano / Amicone vs. Spencer / 
Restiano. The former has to retain 
office; the latter has to return to the 
office they once held.
   Secondly, almost more importantly, 
is the revenge 
factor; this is 
what drives those 
on the outside. 
Revenge is not 
only defined 
as winning, 
but is also about 
punishing. If the Spencer / Restiano 
team gets back into office, the list 
is already made out. However, 
since some of the mayor’s “people” 
are clandestinely working with 
Spencer/ Restiano a few surprises 
will survive.
   Thirdly, the Republican Party as 
an organization has to be saved. 
It is the only so-called political 
“organization” left in the city that 
theoretically works. The problem 
is Nick Spano is largely responsible 
for destroying it; Phil Amicone 
never had an interest in it; John 
Spencer abused; and Vincenza 
Restiano was really a Democrat. 
The Chairperson, Zehy Jereis, who 
IS the “organization,” is under siege 
and is a Spano operative. 
   Amazingly, Dennis Robertson 

The Three R’s of Yonkers 
Politics 2007: Return, 

Revenge, Republicanism
has no Democrat primary; no party 
organization. He has John Spencer, 
as a friend; but he DOES have 
two party lines for this November 
– Democrat and Working Families 
Party.
   Amicone with Spano’s help has 
three endorsements but is under 
challenge by two of them. Actually, 
Nader Sayegh of the Westchester 
Integrity Party could beat Amicone 
for the Westchester Independence 

Party line.
   The Yonkers 
Conse rva t ive 
Party  did 
not endorse 
Amicone so he 
doesn’t get their 

petition support. 
His “Special Assistant,’ Gail Burns, 
the County Conservative leader, 
gave Amicone the endorsement 
over those of Yonkers’ directive. 
Meanwhile, Larry Porcari, who 
nominated Amicone for the 
Conservative Party works for him 
in the Law Department. Both of 
these political operatives are of the 
Spano school.
   Giulio Cavallo, Chair of the 
Westchester Independence 
Party simply has no troops. The 
foot soldiers in the Westchester 
Independence Party belong to 
Nader Sayegh. When petition time 
“smoke” clears, the September line-
up should be interesting. Restiano 
will fight hard. 

YONKERS, NY -- State Senator 
Andrea Stewart-Cousins (D-
Yonkers) last week offered an 
amendment to a legislative measure 
that would have spared Community 
Hospital at Dobbs Ferry from 
closing, as is its current fate under 
requirements made by a state 
commission last year. Stewart-
Cousins expressed her extreme 
disappointment as her amendment 
was voted down along party lines.   
    “My legislative colleagues 
on both sides of the aisle clearly 
recognize that the Commission 
failed in some cases to get accurate 
and timely data, or they erred in 
their conclusions,” said Stewart-
Cousins. “Either way, closing 
this hospital is just plain wrong.  
    “I just don’t understand how 
the Senate Republicans could 
vote to keep one hospital open 
in a Republican Senate district, 
and yet not support keeping our 
community hospital in Dobbs Ferry 
open,” Senator Stewart-Cousins 
said. “It saddens me when they 

Closing Community Hospital at
Dobbs Ferry “Is Just Plain Wrong” 

play politics with something as 
important as access to health care.”   
   The Commission on Health Care 
Facilities in the 21st Century, often 
called the Berger Commission, 
proposed closing nine New York 
hospitals as part of a sweeping 
healthcare reform package. Senate 
Republicans today introduced 
a bill to exempt Bellevue 
Women’s Hospital, of Niskayuna, 
New York, from following the 
statewide restructuring plan, 
ordering it to remain open.   
  “If the Berger Commission’s 
recommendations could be wrong 
in Niskayuna, they could be 
just as wrong in Dobbs Ferry,” 

Senator Stewart-Cousins said. 
“The Legislature should be 
making these decisions based 
on local needs and input, not 
because of partisan politics.”   
   Senator Stewart-Cousins said 
she found serious flaws in the 
Commission’s report on Community 
Hospital at Dobbs Ferry. For 
example, the hospital, the fastest 
growing facility in the region, is 
profitable. In the last four years, 
the facility has seen a 12 percent 
jump in hospital discharges, as 24 
percent increase in ambulatory 
services and a 17 percent increase 
in emergency room visits.  
    “I’ve been working all year 
to bring needed reforms to New 
York’s health care system,” Senator 
Stewart-Cousins concluded. “What 
we have in Dobbs Ferry is a hospital 
that’s functioning, profitable and 
much loved in the community. 
There just isn’t any compelling 
reason to close it and I want the 
residents in our community to know 
I will continue this fight.” 

MOUNT VERNON, NY -- The 
Mount Vernon Roundabout has 
received the second place award in 
the 20th Annual “NYCOM –Empire 
State Report Local Government 
Achievement Awards” state-wide 
competition. 
   The Award was last week 
presented to Mayor Ernest D. Davis 
of Mount Vernon at the New York 
State Conference of Mayors Annual 
Meeting in Saratoga Springs New 
York. The Roundabout will also 

Mount Vernon’s Roundabout Receives Public Works 
Award from The New York State Conference of Mayors

be featured in the August edition 
of the Empire State Report and the 
July-August issue of NYCOM’s 
Municipal Bulletin. Mount 
Vernon will also receive a letter 
of recognition from the National 
League of Cities, and be featured 
on the Best Practices section of the 
NYCOM website. 
   The roundabout is a modern 
version of a traffic circle or rotary. 
This multi-faceted project involved 
the restoration of an unsightly 

YONKERS, NY -- Yonkers Police 
Commissioner Edmund Hartnett last 
week announced the department’s 
crackdown on illegal fireworks 
as the Fourth of July holiday 
approaches. The Police Department 
reminds all residents that the use or 
sale of fireworks is illegal. 
Fireworks burn at an extremely 
high temperature and can quickly 
burn through clothing and skin, 
causing serious injuries as well as 
accidental fires. 
   Fireworks should only be used by 
trained professionals. People found 
in possession of illegal fireworks 
face penalties including jail, fines 
and the forfeiture of personal 
vehicles. 
   The city’s four police precincts, 
using both uniformed and 
plainclothes officers, are once again 
spearheading the fight against illegal 
fireworks. They are being supported 

Fireworks 
Law

Enforcement 
Planned

NEW YORK, NY --  The Sean 
Kimerling Testicular Cancer 
Foundation and New York Mets 
today announced “Testicular Cancer 
Awareness Night” at Shea Stadium 
Saturday, June 23 when the Mets 
host the Oakland A’s at 7:10 p.m.
   During pre-game activities, the 
team will present The Mets Spirit 
Award to representatives of the 
Sean Kimerling Foundation, as well 
as cancer survivors themselves, to 
recognize their efforts to increase 
awareness of testicular cancer.  The 
Mets will also play a video PSA 
on Diamond Vision, and have their 
game announcers on CW 11 briefly 
discuss TC awareness for the benefit 
of viewers at home.

Sean Kimerling 
Foundation Teams with 
New York Mets to Raise 
Awareness of Testicular 

Cancer 
Self-Examination on Saturday, June 23

   Testicular Cancer (TC) is the most 
common form of cancer among 
young men between the ages of 
15-40, and its incidence is rising.  
It is also one of the most curable 
cancers if detected and treated 
early, with survival rates greater 
than 95 percent when caught in its 
beginning stages.  In conjunction 
with the Mets, the Sean Kimerling 
Foundation will distribute TC 
informational handouts designed 
to increase public awareness of the 
disease and the importance of self-
examination on Testicular Cancer 
Awareness Night at Shea Stadium.
   “There is no reason why any man 
should die from testicular cancer 

intersection at the heart of the 
city to its original prominence 
as an historic landmark and the 
construction of a European style 
Roundabout with a memorial to 
veterans of the Spanish American 
War as its centerpiece. The veterans’ 
memorial is surrounded by a large 
pool with computer controlled 
choreographed fountains, lights and 
music. Roundabouts have proven 
to significantly reduce traffic 
accidents, traffic congestion and 

pollution. 
   “This is a wonderful award for the 
city to receive and in particular for 
our many employees who worked so 
hard to make this project a reality” 
commented Mayor Ernest D. Davis. 
“To be the recipient of an award in 
the public works category with so 
many worthy projects in a state the 
size of New York, is an amazing 
accomplishment and honor”

see Rudy Giuliani Pg. 4

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- Brian 
Maloney, the City of White Plains 
Republican Party Chairman, last 
week announced that the White 
Plains Republican Party Committee 
had endorsed its candidates for the 
White Plains Common Council for 
the November 6, 2007 election.
   Regarding the endorsement 
process, Mr. Maloney stated “the 
sentiment within the Republican 
Party leadership was that it was 

White Plains Republicans 
Unanimously Endorse 

Rudy Giuliani for 
President

Endorses Candidates for the White Plains 
Common Council

incumbent upon us to have an open 
and fair process to solicit potential 
candidates for public office; the 
purpose being that at this important 
crossroad in our City’s renaissance, 
it is critical to support for office 
individuals whose sole concern 
was putting White Plains residents 
and their concerns, first. Hence, we 
reached out to community leaders, 
not just for their opinions, but to 
give the community activists and 
the White Plains residents a direct 
voice in government.”
   Mr. Maloney continued “in 
considering who to endorse, several 
issues were critical.  The proposed 
candidates had to be independent 
thinkers, have a demonstrated 
record of public service and a clear 
understanding that, if afforded the 
opportunity to serve on the White 
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Like Klockwork

New York Civic

   In the campaign, Mr. Sarkozy not 
only argued that the French have to 
work longer hours, he called for an 
incentive for them to do so: no taxes 
on wages earned from working 
overtime. Critically, he said the 
people must obey the law. Finally, 
he insisted that you could come to 
France if you wanted to learn to be 
French. 
   This might not sound like much 
to the American political ear, but in 
a country that routinely accepts the 
burning of up to 15,000 cars a year 
by hooligans who, according to the 
elites, are simply “expressing their 
desire to disrupt society,” this was 
a jarring message. In a country that 
was very proud a few years back to 
have the first mandatory 35-hour 
work week in history, campaigning 
for tax breaks for overtime work was 
nothing less then transformational. 
The outcome of the contest proved 
that a majority of the French 

The Hezitorial

THE GUEST HEZITORIAL:

A French Lesson for America’s  
Grand Old Party

From Page 1
believe that without the kind of 
changes Mr. Sarkozy was calling 
for, France’s stature and standard 
of living would disappear in a wave 
of lawlessness and economic decay.  
   As for the opposition in the 
French election, much like the US 
Democratic party it is trapped by 
its commitment to big labor, big 
bureaucracy, high taxes, and social 
values people do not believe in. 
Every time French voters seriously 
looked at Ms. Royal and the kind 
of politics she represented, she lost 
ground. The result was a surprising 
and powerful upset by Mr. Sarkozy - 
a victory by a centre-right reformer, 
a member of the unpopular ruling 
party, who came to personify 
change. 
   Here is where American 
Republicans really need to pay 
attention. In France, voting for 
change meant voting for the party 
in office, but not the personality 
in office, And voting to keep the 

old order meant voting for the 
opposition, not for the incumbent 
party. 
If Republicans in the US hope to 
win the presidency next year, they 
had better find a candidate who, like 
Mr. Sarkozy, is prepared to stand for 
very bold, very dramatic, and very 
systematic change. Not only that, 
but they had better make the case 
that the leftwing Democrat likely to 
be nominated represents the failed 
status quo: the bureaucracies that 
are failing, the social policies that 
are failing, the high tax policies 
that are failing, and the weakness 
around the world that has failed so 
badly in protecting the US. 
   As Margaret Thatcher would say: 
“You have to win the argument 
before you win the vote.”

The writer is former speaker of 
the US House of Representatives. 
His latest book is Pearl Harbor: A 
Novel of December 8 (St Martin’s 

Press)

NEW ROCHELLE, NY – Clinton 
Young, Westchester County Board 
Legislator and candidate for Mayor 
of  Mount Vernon  is our guest this 
Tuesday, June 19, 2007, at 10:00 am.  
   On the Level with Hezi is heard 
live between 10:05 am and 11:00 
am, Tuesday, June 19, 2007, 
and every Tuesday morning, 
on WVOX-1460 AM radio, 
and by way of audio internet 
technology on www.WVOX.com.  
   The call in, talk show format is 

“On the Level
with Hezi” on

WVOX
1460 AM

Radio Station

a independent minded venue in 
which we solicit your on topic only 
perspective or question. Call us 
live at 914-636-0110. Please turn 
off the volume generated through 
your radio or computer once you 
are connected on the telephone. 
You will be able to hear the entire 
program during that time in which 
you are on hold. There is a time 
delay of seven seconds on both 
radio and computer systems.

By Henry J. Stern
  
Remember Geraldine Ferraro 
   In Wednesday’s column, “There’s 
Good News Tonight”, under the 
subhead “Tales of Unrequited 
Ambition.” we mentioned three 
female public officials who lost 
their seats when they unsuccessfully 
sought higher office.  They were 
Congresswoman Bella Abzug 
(1976), Congresswoman Elizabeth 
Holtzman (1980) and City Council 
President Carol Bellamy (1985). 
Congresswoman Shirley Chisholm 
was wise to run for re-election 
in 1972 when her Presidential 
ambitions failed to materialize. 
    Thursday we received an e-mail 
from Michael A. Zummo, a court 
attorney in Queens, who reminded 
us of another case of this syndrome. 
Congresswoman Geraldine Ferraro, 
who held a safe seat in western 
Queens, ran for Vice President of 
the United States on the Mondale-
Ferraro ticket in 1984.  The pair 
captured only one state, Minnesota. 
She was suceeded in the House by 
Thomas J. Manton, who became 
the Democratic leader of Queens 
County two years later, after the 
untimely demise by his own hand of 
the former Borough President and 
county leader, Donald R. Manes.  
John Sabini, later a city councilman 
and today a state senator, was 
interim county leader for eight 
months in 1985.     
   You’re right, it is 
basically the same people.  
Should Speaker Quinn Limit 
Campaign Contributions, With One 
Giant Loophole for Labor Unions? 
    The City Council is considering 
a measure called campaign finance 
reform which places strict limits 
on contributions by contractors, 
lobbyists and people doing business 
with the city.  It exempts labor 
unions, which contribute not only 
money but volunteers and phone 
banks.   The sponsor of the bill, 
Brooklyn Councilman Simcha 
Felder doesn’t like this obvious 
gap in the bill, but says it is the best 
that can be passed at this time.  The 
Bloomberg administration concurs. 
    This is an old political question: 
if you want a loaf of bread, do you 
take half a loaf or hold out for the 
whole thing?   When dealing with 
appropriations, it is usually wiser 
to take half a loaf because once 
the camel’s nose is in the tent, the 
rest of the camel is likely to follow.  
(You know our affection for animal 

Geraldine, Christine, and Viola
analogies.)  The 
decision on whether 
to move the bill to 
passage will be made 
by Council Speaker 
Christine Quinn.  It 
is a close call. 
    Some supporters say 
that the bill’s obvious 
unfairness will make 
it easier to lose the 
labor loophole in 
2008, and there are 
hardly any elections 
coming up in 2007. 
We do not see enormous harm in 
passing the half-measure, but if it 
is not appropriately amended next 
year, it should be repealed.  That 
may not be necessary if the courts 
knock it out on First Amendment 
and equal protection grounds.    
   Campaign contribution limits 
are close to the edge of the First 
Amendment. For example, in 
Buckley v. Valeo (1976), the 
Supreme Court held that the amount 
of money a person can spend on his/
her own campaign cannot be limited 
because that is a restriction on free 
speech.  However, the contributions 
of other people, corporations, 
other businesses or labor unions 
can be limited reasonably.  
   In Randall v. Sorrell (2006), the 
Supreme Court struck down a 
Vermont law restricting contributions 
because the limits were considered 
too low.  The Vermont limits 
were $200 for the primary and 
election cycle of candidates for the 
legislature, and $400 for statewide 
candidates.   Although it is true 
that Vermont is a small state in 
both area and population, the Court 
felt that these extremely stringent 
limits were unconstitutional 
restrictions on freedom of 
expression by contributors.  
   Councilmembers are generally 
toadies to municipal unions for the 
logical reason that union members 
who are city employee are the 
largest and most active interest 
group among their constituents.  
That is not illogical because 
city employees have a financial 
interest in a higher budget, under 
which higher wages can be paid. 
   Now the unions can be their largest 
contributors as well.  Local Law 
No. A law passed in 2005 changed 
the limit on labor donations from 
$2500 per union to $2500 per local.  
District Council 37, AFSCME 
(American Federation of State, 
County and Municipal Employees) 

for example has fifty-
six locals of varying 
sizes.  Now each 
local can give at the 
office.
Editorials Discuss 
the Trial of Viola 
Plummer; Who 
Threatened to 
“ A s s a s s i n a t e ” 
C o u n c i l m e m b e r 
Leroy Comrie; 
Who Abstained 
from Honoring 
Sonny Carson, 

Who Organized Korean Boycott 
and Declared That He Was “Anti-
White.”
   The follow up on the “assassinate 
his ass” mocudrama at the City 
Council consists of editorials 
in the Post and the News, both 
excoriating Viola Plummer, the 
chief of staff to Councilman 
Charles Barron,  On June 10, in an 
editorial titled SEND PLUMMER 
PACKING, the Post began:  
   “City Council Speaker Christine 
Quinn says she’s looking into 
whether she and her members have 
the right to fire Viola Plummer, the 
venomous chief of staff to noxious 
Councilman Charles Barron for 
implicitly urging the “assassination” 
of a Council member…” 
   “Back in 1984, she was one of the 
self-styled ‘revolutionaries’ who 
were charged with plotting violent 
robberies and jailbreaks in connection 
with the radical group that staged 
the notorious 1981 Brink’s heist, 
in which three law enforcement 
officers were slaughtered.  
   “At trial, prosecutors – headed 
by the then U.S. Attorney Rudy 
Giuliani – produced testimony 
by undercover agents, taped 
conversations and written plans for 
a jailbreak.  They also displayed 
weapons – sawed-off guns and 
Uzi submachine guns seized 
from Plummer and her cohorts. 
   “But a jury acquitted the defense on 
the most serious charges, apparently 
buying the claim that the trial was 
a ‘government frame-up’ against 
legitimate ‘freedom fighters’. 
   ”In the end, Plummer & 
Co. were convicted only of 
possessing illegal weapons. 
   “And then the judge refused 
them to anything more serious than 
community service, saying he had 
a ‘problem’ deciding if they were a 
legitimate threat as the government 
insisted, or ‘struggling to liberate 
the black masses’, as they claimed. 

   The News, in a June 12 
editorial titled WHO IS VIOLA 
PLUMMER?, leads with: 
    ”Viola Plummer is a self-styled 
black revolutionary who has found 
common cause with the cop killers 
and has been given through the years 
to irresponsible talk of violence.  
And today she is where she doesn’t 
belong: on the city payroll.” 
   The News goes on to describe the 
testimony at her trial, which includes 
a recording of a leader of the group, 
Coltrane Chimurenga, instructing 
Plummer’s son, a co-defendant, in 
the ways of armed robbery.  “I  want 
you to say ‘Freeze, this is an armed 
stickup.  Always when you say 
freeze, you’re pointing directly, 
talking about a kill shot, not at his 
head, because you might miss it.” 
   This is the sort of material 
you do not usually see in 
newspaper editorials on municipal 
affairs.  Although the jury acquitted 
the defendants on major charges 
and convicted them on the illegal 
possession of weapons, the 
testimony will give you a  sense of 
the world in which they lived.  Link 
to the News editorial here. 
   The next event on Councilman 
Barron’s calendar is an attempt to 
rename Gates Avenue on Sunday 
afternoon, even though the City 
Council, by a vote of 25-15, refused 
to add Sonny Carson’s name 
to the list of honorees.  People 
who disagree with the Council 
decision have every right to 
engage in peaceful protest.  They 
do not have the right to overrule 
as a mob the judgment of elected 
officials.  Brooklyn is neither 
Dodge City nor the Gaza strip. 
   We hope the demonstration is 
peaceful, but from the incendiary 
language of Mr. Barron and Ms. 
Plummer, and the threat that he will 
do by force what he could not do by 
law, the police should be prepared.  
We know that Mr. Barron would 
not mind a confrontation – Sunday 
is a slow news day and there will 
be plenty of cameras at the site.  
We hope that no one is injured or 
arrested, which should be the case 
if no one brings illegal weapons or 
otherwise violates the law.

Henry Stern is president of New 
York Civic (www.NYCivic.org) and 

a blogger on public issues. 
He was New York City’s Parks 
Commissioner for fifteen years 

under Mayors Koch and Giuliani.

By Joe Klock, Sr.
 
   Predictably, I’ll catch something 
antithetical to heaven from friends 
in the legal profession, including 
several members of my immediate 
family, but I won’t apologize for 
the way I feel. Neither will I deny 
dealing with a system I have more 
than a little trouble understanding. 
   That said, although some of the 
following may be wrong-headed, 
neither is all of it out of order. 
   Ours is, supposedly, a nation of 
laws, but it’s arguably becoming 
an oligarchy of lawyers, 
practicing a jury-rigged system 
of justice (or “Juicetice,” in 
the case of O.J. Watzizname). 
   What is right, wrong, fair or unfair 
takes a back seat to who can sway a 
jury of “peers” (translation in some 
cases: survivors of a partisan purge 
by battling barristers who are bent on 
seating biased or swayable juries). 
   Guilt or innocence, not to be 
confused with the aforelisted 
right, wrong, fair or unfair, is 
sometimes in the hands of people 
with approximately the same 
level of expertise as baloney 
slicers in a surgical theater. 
   Justice, according to some cynics 
(present company not entirely 
excluded) is much too frequently 
determined by who could afford 
the higher-paid attorneys. 
   Even less flattering to practitioners 
is a cartoon I saw long ago, depicting 
a plaintiff and defendant tugging 
at opposite ends of a cow while 
a lawyer methodically milked it. 
   Aside: Who among our more 
mature readers will fail to recall 

Sometimes 
our Justice 
System is 

Jury-Rigged

see Like Klockwork Pg. 3
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the stunned acquiescence which 
prompted a razzle-dazzled panel of 
ordinary folk to sentence the above-
cited O.J. to luxurious exile on the 
lush fairways of South Florida. If 
they understood a jot or tittle of 
the Dream Team’s mind-numbing 
tsunami of technical trivia, there is 
hope that pigs will one day not only 
fly, but engage in aerial combat.  
   Only the most militant or 
myopic observer will deny that our 
courts are clogged with frivolous 
litigation and our economy 
saddled with either the cost or 
threat of outrageous jury awards. 
   This column, and thousands 

more, could be overfilled with 
anecdotes about the uncounted 
gazillions pocketed by personal 
injury claimants blatantly 
lacking in common sense and 
absolved of all accountability 
for foreseeable consequences. 
   Defensive practices in medicine 
drive health costs up and an 
increasing number of doctors out 
of the profession; fear of litigation 
obliges business people to post 
warning notices that insult the 
intelligence of all but the dopiest 
of consumers and the most 
predatory of ambulance chasers. 
   Recently, a DC judge sued 
immigrant dry cleaners who 

lost track of a pair of pants 
with which, one must assume, 
Hizzoner had emotionally bonded. 
   The missing britches apparently 
being irreplaceable, $67 million 
in damages were demanded  for 
“mental suffering, inconvenience 
and discomfort,” plus compensation 
for “10 years of weekend car 
rentals so he can transport his 
dry cleaning to another store.” 
   Second aside: At the risk if 
inspiring movement of this 
action from the ridiculous to the 
sublime, I can’t help wondering 
why Plaintiff failed to include loss 
of consortium to his grievances. 
   All joking aside (including 

this very bad one), it’s a slam-
dunk that the Judge harbors little 
hope of wringing an eight-figure 
settlement from the local cleaning 
establishment, but rather targets 
its deep-pocketed liability insurer 
after convincing (or threatening 
to convince) a DC jury that it 
wouldn’t make a significant 
dent in that behemoth’s assets. 
   That much is true, since 
the settlement would be paid 
out of future premiums from 
policyholders - possibly including 
you and, frighteningly, me. 
   Gotta wonder why it wouldn’t 
make sense to impanel juries 
consisting of people both learned 

Sometimes our Justice System is Jury-Rigged
From Page 1 in the law and possessive of the 

horse sense to distinguish right 
from wrong, then dispense both 
justice and compensation equitably.  
   Also, how come some lawyers 
and lottery winners tend to be on 
similar planes of compensation? 
   And why are unanimous jury 
verdicts required in certain 
cases, while the Supreme 
Court is so often divided? 
   As earlier noted, I am not learned 
in the law, which is probably why 
I don’t understand the system. 
   If we are, indeed, a nation 
of laws, reform would be left 
in the hands of lawmakers, 
most of whom are attorneys. 

   Out of ignorance, but genuine 
concern, I humbly suggest that 
if the foxes are in charge of the 
henhouse - and the dairy farm 
- we of the unlearned masses 
will have slim pickings at the 
breakfast table of jurisprudence. 
   Restlessly, I rest my case, feeling 
a tad better after my testimony 
in the Court Of Common Sense. 
  Oyez, oyez, oyez...and oy vey!

 
Freelance wordworker Joe Klock, 

Sr. (joeklock@aol.com) is a 
winter Floridian who summers 
in New Hampshire. More of his 

“Klockwork,” is at
 www.joeklock.com.

The Progressive Liberal 
Crusader

Weir Only Human

By Bob Weir
“The very rich are different from you 
and me,” said, F. Scott Fitzgerald. 
And he said that long before Paris 
Hilton was born. Have you ever 
seen a more vivid example of bold-
faced arrogance and contempt for 
the law? As if the American public 
isn’t already cynical enough about 
the role money and power plays in 
the justice system, along comes this 
filthy-rich poster child for narcissism 
and greed. Ms. Hilton represents 
everything evil about the capitalist 
system. She believes her family 
fortune places her above the law, 
which she views as something only 
the little people should be bothered 
with. (You might remember the 
name Leona Helmsley, aka, the 
“Queen of mean,” who felt the same 
way about paying taxes. She was 
ultimately convicted of tax fraud 
and went to the slammer.) After all, 
if you have enough money to buy 
expensive lawyers, why should you 
have to show up in court at all? To 
call this little twit a spoiled brat 
would be to give a good name to 
brats. First, she was able to get her 
original sentence reduced from 45 
days to 23 days. After the public 
had time to digest that without any 
major indignation, it was time to test 
their patience again. That’s when 
those behind the scenes of Hilton’s 
“defense” put plan B in action.  
   Using their money and political 
muscle they were able to concoct a 
story about her “medical condition” 
and get her sprung in 3 days. That 
was the proverbial “last straw” as far 
as us common folk are concerned. 
With the help of a robust media, 
the astonishing display of hubris 

was splashed across the news wires 
and public ire became nation-wide 
outrage. You have to wonder what 
type of mentality was operating in 
this conspiracy to get the pop tart 
out of a cell and into her luxurious 
mansion to complete her punishment 
on “home confinement.” I dare 
say that a large percentage of the 
population would be only too happy 
to trade places with the ditzy damsel 
and be “punished” with residence in 
a Beverly Hills mansion, complete 
with pools, terraces and rococo 
flourishes. By what stretch of the 
imagination can this be viewed as 
justice being served? The answer 
is, of course, that the wealthy view 
justice as merely another luxury to 
be purchased, like the latest Ralph 
Lauren original.  
   To be fair, I can’t say I really blame 
Paris for being a self-centered elitist. 
If it’s true that we are a product of 
our experiences, she is nothing more 
than what she’s been exposed to all 
of her young, pampered life. If you 
taught a dog, even a poodle with a 
Beverly Hills coiffure, to urinate on 
your antique Persian rug, you could 
hardly penalize her when the odor 
became unbearable. Similarly, if the 
poodle happens to be the heiress to 
a hotel empire who’s been raised to 
believe she can urinate on the justice 
system, it’s not difficult to imagine 
her state of hysteria when she’s 

faced with some cold hard facts 
of life. Paris Hilton is a naïve little 
child who was raised to believe that 
she breathes a finer quality of air 
than the plebeians who live on the 
periphery of her majestic universe.  
   Her shock at being treated like 
she’s just another human being is 
indicative of the insular world in 
which she was created. Imagine 
being born into a family that owns 
major hotels around the world. 
Imagine having butlers, maids, 
chauffeurs and other assorted 
servants bowing to your every 
whim from the time you’re born. 
Imagine never having to look at the 
price of a article of clothing or the 
tab for a luxury car. It would only be 
natural for you to assume that your 
Daddy and Mommy will lay out the 
red carpet for you from the cradle 
to the grave. Then one day you end 
up in a courtroom in front of a judge 
who believes the law applies to 
everyone. However, you still don’t 
panic because your parents have 
influence with the county sheriff; 
before you know it, you’re going to 
be eating Beluga, drinking Dommy 
P and having your weekly pedicure 
at the Beverly Hills digs. When the 
curtain comes crashing down on that 
self-indulgent scenario, all that’s 
left is to cry for your Mommy, pout 
your lips and screech about how 
unfair life is. Ms. Hilton, I submit 
that you don’t have the faintest idea 
about the fairness of life.  

Bob Weir is a contributing 
columnist to Yonkers Tribune 

and Westchester Times Tribune. . 
BobWeir777@aol.com.

Bonfire of the Self-Indulgent
By Jason Gooljar
When most parents send their 
children to college for the first 
time (the ones that can afford to, 
but that’s another story) they will 
usually warn them about a few 
things. They’ll warn them about the 
dangers of illegal drugs, unprotected 
sex, alcohol, and partying your 
grades away. While those are all 
prudent concerns, there is also an 
unknown monster lurking on college 
campuses that most parents don’t 
warn about or even know about.  
    Yes, that’s right. From your elite 
private college or university where 
only a certain few can afford to go, 
to your local community college, 
there are these Janus-like entities 
sitting at tables waiting to greet 
unsuspecting students with a smile 
on one face and an evil grin on the 
other. They are the banks and their 
respective credit cards. They’re 
two-faced because they seek to 
sign up young and inexperienced 
students with credit cards, trapping 
them into debt in the process. 
While at the same time they talk 
about the responsible people who 
continue to make their payments 
on time (just don’t pay it all off 
at once; they hate that). Can you 
believe that there used to be a time 
when a parent would have to be a 
co-signer on an application before 
a student could get a credit card? 
All of this changed when the banks 
needed to find fresh blood and 
bite into the necks of new markets 
to keep their institutions alive.  
    This problem is not new. The 
nation really began to see the 
fallout during the late eighties and 
throughout the nineties as more and 
more horror stories came to light. 

Campus Life Issues

However, it is still sad to see that 
credit cards on college campuses 
are still as big a problem as ever; 
as recently as February of this year, 
I’m finding articles on the Internet 
( h t t p : / / w w w. c n n . c o m / 2 0 0 7 /
US/01/25/cnnu.money/index.html) 
that speak about this continuing 
problem. But what is being done to 
stop preying on the young? If you 
look at the colleges and universities 
themselves, you’ll find that many of 
them are in bed with the banks. They 
get donations from the banks and 
even sign exclusive deals to have 
one issuer on campus all the time.  
    Like so many young people, I too 
was lured into the credit card trap 
though I did not go as far as others 
have, and my encounter was not on 
a college campus. The banks would 
set up their tables in the mall and 
give you free schwag for filling out 
the application you see. The first 
card I got with a two thousand dollar 
limit at the age of twenty years old 
was simply because I filled out an 
application to get the free travel 
mug. Oh, but once that card is in 
the mail and you have it in your 
hands the temptation to use it is 

there. Then the next thing you know 
you’re falling behind, especially 
when you charge things like a 
semester’s tuition to Westchester 
Community College on your card ( 
I had TAP assistance and I charged 
the difference of four hundred 
dollars, man was I foolish). The next 
thing you know that six dollar an 
hour part time mall job isn’t exactly 
allowing you to keep up with the 
monthly payments. What also 
makes keeping up with usurious 
monthly payments at a young age 
difficult is the stability of keeping 
a job as well. If you find yourself 
out of work the bills still need to 
be paid but then late payments 
and over limit fees come into play.  
    The truth is that many young 
people are simply not ready for 
credit cards. Once they get into debt 
the horror stories can be very terrible 
indeed. There have been students 
who have taken their lives because 
of the depression they’ve felt from 
being in debt. Yet we still allow the 
banks to continue their predatory 
behavior on college campuses. So 
for those parents about to send your 
students off to school in the fall, 
remember to tell them “if they can’t 
afford it don’t buy it” and “pay for 
it in cash”. But what we also need 
to be asking the banks are, if they 
can’t afford to pay you and they’re 
such bad credit risks, why do you 
lend to them in the first place? 
The answer is simply to suck them 
dry. Parents and students need to 
organize, mobilize, and throw the 
banks off the campus.

Visit Jason Gooljar, at
http://www.jasongooljar.com 
the progressive liberal on a 

crusade!online.

Plains Common Council, 
first and foremost, they 
would uphold their oath of 
office to serve and protect 
the residents of White 
Plains.”
   On Tuesday evening, 
June 12, 2007, the 
following candidates were 
unanimously endorsed by 
the White Plains Republican 
Committee for the office 
of White Plains Common 
Council:
• Cass V. Cibelli: Mr. Cibelli, 
a registered Republican, is currently 
an assistant principal at the Donald 
Hertz School, a 1600 student, K-8 
program, and an adjunct professor 
at Mercy College in the educational 
administration and teaching 
department.  Mr. Cibelli also serves 
on the White Plains Planning 
Board.
• Anthony S. Pilla, Jr.: Mr. Pilla, 
a registered Republican, is a third 
generation licensed real estate sales 
person and also owns and operates 
an interior residential painting 
company.  Mr. Pilla is also a former 
Vice President of the Battle Hill 
Association and has been a leading 
advocate on parks, recreation and 
community service issues here in 
the City of White Plains. 
• Agostino Zicca, Jr.: Mr. Zicca 
(Augie), registered as an unaffiliated 
voter, is a retired Westchester 
County Corrections officer who is 

a life long resident of the City of 
White Plains.  Mr. Zicca was also 
the Public Safety Coordinator for 
the Battle Hill Association, wherein 
he was responsible for quality-
of-life issues and responsible for 
coordinating community relations 
between White Plains residents 
and the White Plains Public Safety 
Department. 
   About the candidates, Mr. 
Maloney stated,  “the White Plains 
Republican Party took great pains to 
find candidates that did not merely 
listen to the residents of White 
Plains, instead the Republican 
Party went out to the activists, the 
people on the street who know 
from experience what is best for 
the residents of White Plains.  We 
sought out people whose only 
concern is to act in the best interests 
of White Plains residents, not 
special interests, not party bosses, 
not their own self interest.  I hope 

with all my heart that you 
support these individuals.  
I know that they will 
always, without hesitation, 
support the residents of 
White Plains.”
   Mr. Maloney also 
noted “last April, the 
White Plains Republican 
Party Executive 
Committee became the 
first Republican City 
Committee in New 
York and the Nation to 
endorse Rudy Giuliani 
for President.  We did 

so because we believed that Mr. 
Giuliani was by far the most 
qualified candidate to lead our 
Nation in these uncertain times.  
Mr. Giuliani has demonstrated 
leadership, courage and an 
unparalleled commitment to New 
Yorkers .  The United States needs a 
strong and thoughtful leader, and as 
such, it is incumbent upon all New 
Yorkers to stand behind Rudy.”
   The White Plains Republican 
Committee unanimously endorsed 
Mr. Giuliani for President.  In 
closing, the Chairman stated, “here 
in White Plains, the voice of the 
people is the embodiment of our 
Common Council candidates; for 
the United States, Rudy is the 
strong, competent leader we need 
for the nation.  Irrespective of your 
political affiliation, please go out 
and vote on November 6, 2007 and 
support Rudy in 2008.”

Rudy Giuliani Endorsed for President

NORTH CASTLE, NY -- The North 
Castle Republican Town Committee 
has endorsed Howard B. Arden of 
Armonk, and Kevin C. Eccleston of 
North White Plains, to run for two 
North Castle Town Councilman 
seats in the election to be held this 
November 6th.  Both Mr. Arden and 
Mr. Eccleston are actively involved 
in community affairs in the Town of 
North Castle. 
    Howard Arden is a 20-year 
resident of Armonk and is the 
President and founder of Arden 
Business Systems, Inc., a company 
based in Armonk for over 20 years.  
Mr. Arden holds a master’s degree 
in public administration from New 
York University, and is Chairman 

North Castle Republicans Announce 
Town Council Candidates

of the North Castle Open Space 
Committee, Chairman of the 
Muscoot Park Advisory Board, 
Founder and President of the Friends 
of Muscoot Park, board member 
of the Friends of Westchester 
Parks, and member of the Nature 
Conservancy, National Audubon 
Society, Westmoreland Sanctuary, 
Mianus River Gorge Preserve, and 
Trout Unlimited.  Mr. Arden is also 
an active member of the Armonk 
Rotary Club.  Kevin Eccleston is 
a 17-year resident of North White 
Plains and is the President of Rapid 
Fire Services, L.L.C., an emergency 
vehicle repair company.  Mr. 
Eccleston is recently retired from 
the New Rochelle Fire Department, 

where he served for over 24 years 
as a career firefighter, retiring 
with the rank of Lieutenant.  Mr. 
Eccleston is a member of the North 
Castle Recreation Advisory Board, 
North Castle Residential Sprinkler 
Exploratory Committee, New York 
State Fire Safety Advisory Board, 
member and past-President of the 
Armonk Lions Club, and Chairman 
of the North Castle Republican 
Town Committee.  Mr. Eccleston 
was the Republican candidate for 
North Castle Town Clerk in 2002.
    Both candidates were unanimously 
endorsed by the North Castle 
Republican Town Committee.

HARRISON, NY -- The 
Westchester/Putnam Central Labor 
Body, AFL-CIO which represents 
union members in Westchester and 
Putnam County and community 
friends of the Harrison Teachers 
Association will show their support 
for the Harrison teachers by 
attending a rally and a short protest 
at the Board of Education meeting 
on Wednesday, June 20, 2007 at 

7:00 p.m. The Harrison Board of 
Education (BoE) meeting starts at 
8:15.  Participants will meet at the 
Harrison Avenue School and march 
across the street to the Louis M. 
Klein Middle School at 50 Union 
Ave., in Harrison.
   Harrison teachers have been 
working without a contract for 
almost one year. All talks have 
broken down and mediation was not 

Rally for Harrison Teachers
Community, Friends, and Labor Rally to Support Harrison Teachers

successful. Respect, management 
and health benefits are the major 
sticking points. Union members and 
those in the community will rally to 
tell the Harrison Board of Education 
that the teachers have been patient 
and responsible and now it is time 
for the Harrison BoE to do their 
part to settle the contract. 
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44 Franklin Ave  •  Pearl River, NY  •  845-735-7900

NANUET    $529,900
Come see this 3br,2ba home fea-
tures many fine upgrades thru-out.
Prof lndscping done, lots of park-
ing, All this w/Clarkstown schools!
Dir: From Rt. 59, Middletown Rd.
No. after Rinne, lft into #317 drive-
way, house in back #313

Gail Georgetti
Assoc. Broker

SUN OPEN HOUSE 1-4 PM

JUST
LISTED!

BARDONIA              $509,000
Great Split Level 3-5br home!
Huge Fam. Rm. House exterior
just painted, new wndws, roof,
gutters, newer  flashing, C/A.
Deck overlooks beaut. yard
w/playhse, storage shed. 

SUN OPEN HOUSE 1-4 PM PEARL RIVER $679,000
Legal 2 Family, side by side
Duplex. All redone, new kit, bath,
H/W flrs, windows & siding. Live
on 1 side, rent other to help cover
your costs! Dir:Middletown Rd.
So., R-@ lite, Crooked Hill Rd., R-
Margagret Keahon Dr. #43

Rentals Nanuet 1br w/util, gorg! $1350  Nanuet, full house.$2350  Pearl River 1br w/most util.$1050 

Adriana Arlia
Lic. R/E Salesperson

Mary Screene
Lic. R/E Salesperson

JUST
LISTED!JUST

LISTED!

Orangeburg....$599,000 5BR, 3bath Split Level!  Lots of closets, C/A, hardwood floors, 2 family rooms, lots of space,
gorg. ingrnd. pool & yard. Move right in! 
Blauvelt....$565,000 Impressive 4BR, 3ba Raised Ranch on almost 1/2ac. w/2 car garage, updated baths, H/W flrs.
Possible In-Law suite w/ lrg.BR & full bath. Lovely home! 
New City....$519,000 Looking for privacy in an affordable price range? This “Sprawling Ranch” is  for you! Sits on almost
1/2ac. Features an addition which includes a 12x20 kit. Lrg. FDR, fin bsmt, 2 c gar, C/A & much more. Call for details! 

Orangeburg....$594,900 Wonderful updated 3BR. Colonial.  Gorg.park like property, perfect for family gatherings or a pool!
Features:new C/A, central heating sys. roof, electrical sys., energy eff. wndws, newer siding, make this home a great value! 
Nanuet....$224,900 “Great Alternative To Renting!” First floor 1BR, possible 2BR Condo with in-unit  washer/dryer.
Has FDR, fireplace, decorate your way & enjoy! 

West Nyack....$599,000 4BR, 3B home has the WOW factor! Master craftsmanship w.top of the line everything, A Must See! 

Valley Cottage....$239,000 Lovely 1BR unit, MBR is very spac, w/ walk in closet, Washer/Dryer in unit! 

PEARL RIVER       $699,999
Exceptional expanded 4br Col.
is move in ready! Lrg. Br’s, MBR
has Cath Ceil, skylite, WIC. Prof.
lndspng w/2 tiered custom
deck. This has all the bells &
whistles! Dir: Orangeburg Rd to
Lois to Montgomery #17 on lft.BRAND NEW

TO THE MARKET

SUN OPEN HOUSE 1-4 PM

Greg Peterkin
Owner/Broker

Mary Fitzgerald
Owner/Broker

www.PeteFitz.com for 24/7 access
“NYS Licensed Resident Appraisers on Staff”

The
Dream Team
Log onto...

Face It – 
Elder Abuse   
Happens

Talk To Us. 
Elder Abuse Helpline
914-813-6436

Andrew J. Spano, Westchester County Executive
County Board of Legislators
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MOUNT KISCO, NY and WHITE 
PLAINS, NY -- Stark Business 
Solutions (SBS), which offers 
premium turn-key, flexible office 
solutions for professionals and 
small businesses on a full-time 
and part-time basis, last week, 
announced it will expand into 
the southeastern Westchester 
County market by opening a site 
in Harrison. This marks the third 
location for Stark, which currently 
occupies approximately 17,000 
square feet at 445 Hamilton Avenue 
in White Plains and 15,000 square 
feet at 100 South Bedford Road, 
Mount Kisco. 
   The SBS Suites of Harrison 
will occupy 11,575 square feet 
at 500 Mamaroneck Avenue. It 
is anticipated that the space will 
be ready for tenant move-in by 
September 2007. W&M Properties 
owns the building, which was 
named Office Building of the 
Year by the Building Owners and 
Managers Association. 
“We are providing small businesses 
and professionals access to another 
of Westchester’s truly special office 
buildings. Our turn-key solutions 
and unrivaled flexibility save 
our clients from having to worry 
about setting up a new office or the 

Stark Business Solutions Expands 
Executive Suites to Harrison

New Facility Marks Third Westchester Location in Less 
Than Three Years

associated costs. In addition, our 
premium executive office suites 
create a sense of community for 
our clients without having to be 
part of a large corporation,” said 
Adam J. Stark, president of Stark 
Business Solutions. “Our clients 
want to engage in a more flexible, 
unique lifestyle. This convenient 
location will enable even more 
businesspeople and professionals to 
work closer to home and family.” 
   “Combined with our other two 
facilities - one in the heart of 
downtown White Plains and the 
other in suburban Mount Kisco - 
the Harrison location truly rounds 
out the sites available to our clients 
and enables us to serve the entire 
county. We have seen the success 
of our business model in White 
Plains and in Mount Kisco and 
look forward to providing similar 
office solutions in Harrison,” Stark 

added. 
   Premium amenities at 500 
Mamaroneck Avenue include an 
attended private gym, a café, a 
conference center and an outdoor 
waterfall and reflecting pool 
surrounded by pristine landscaping. 
It is a quarter-mile from the 
Hutchinson River Parkway and 
across the street from Saxon Woods 
Park. It is also one-and-a-quarter 
miles from Interstate 95. W&M 
Properties is conducting extensive 
reconstruction in a premium build-
out to accommodate Stark. Ample 
outdoor parking is available for 
clients and visitors. 
   The SBS Suites in White Plains 
and Mount Kisco were established 
in 2004 and 2006, respectively. 
Eric Goldschmidt of Goldschmidt 
& Associates represented Stark 
Business Solutions in this and in all 
previous transactions. 
   The SBS Suites in White Plains 
is located at 445 Hamilton Ave. 
The SBS Suites in Mount Kisco 
is located at 100 South Bedford 
Road. The SBS Suites in Harrison 
is located at 500 Mamaroneck 
Avenue.
For additional information, please 

call 914.428.0500 or visit www.
starkbusinesssolutions.com.

Pictured Left to Right:  Peter Kelly, U.S. Rep. Nita Lowey, Dwight Col-
lins, and Arthur Collins.

YONKERS, NY -- Arthur Collins 
and Dwight Collins, co-founding 
principals of Collins Enterprises, 
were on hand for a special reception 
held June 1 to celebrate the open-
ing of celebrity chef Peter Kelly’s 
new Xavier’s X2O Restaurant on 
the Yonkers waterfront. The new 
restaurant, which is located at the 
Yonkers City Pier, is adjacent to the 

Hudson Park waterfront apartment 
community being developed by 
Collins Enterprises. The first phase 
of Hudson Park is nearly 100% 
leased and the second phase is un-
der construction. The development 
of Hudson Park is a major factor 
in the revitalization of the Yonkers 
waterfront which is now attracting 
fine restaurants such as Xavier’s.

On The Waterfront

YONKERS, NY – “Goin’ to Empire 
City, and we’re gonna get married” 
(with apologies to the Dixie Cups). 
Seven couples can plan to be 
married on 7-7-7, and find out why 
Seventh Heaven is their lucky day 
for wedding bells.  Empire City 
at Yonkers Raceway is offering a 
complimentary wedding reception 
for seven to seven lucky couples on 
July 7, 2007 it was announced today 
by General Manager Bob Galterio.
    “Talk about lucky sevens!” 
exclaimed Galterio. “It’s a date 
that only hits the calendar once a 
century, so we want to make sure 
that couples have the opportunity to 
start a long, healthy and prosperous 
life  together right here at Empire 
City.”
    The lush new gaming facility, 

which houses 5,500 video lottery 
terminals – including 50-75 Triple 

Lucky Sevens and U.S. Sevens – is 
offering a chance for seven lucky 
winners to become husband and 
wife at Empire City, including:
• Justice of the peace will perform 
ceremony on the band stage at 
Empire City’s luxurious Gotham 
Palace
• A champagne and hors d’eouvres 
reception for seven (for each of the 
couples and five guests).
• Musical performance and wedding 
cake.
    The first six couples who respond 
will be eligible for the Lucky Seven 
Wedding at Empire City. The 
seventh couple will be decided by a 
drawing should there be more than 
seven respondents. Those interested 
should call Cirillo World at 1-212-
972-5337, or 1-914-260-7436.
 

“Racing” to Getting Married? 
7-7-7 at Empire City at Yonkers Raceway 

May Be Your Lucky Day to Plan Your Nuptuals

Empire City Offering Wedding Reception for Seven to Seven Lucky Couples  
on July 7, 2007

“Goin’ to the chapel and we’re 
gonna get married;  

Goin’ to the chapel and we’re 
gonna get married;

Gee, I really love you and we’re 
gonna get married  

Goin’ to the chapel of love”
—Chapel of Love, The Dixie Cups

YONKERS, NY -- The Yonkers 
Downtown/Waterfront BID (YD/
WBID) recently held a Grand 
Opening and ribbon cutting 
ceremony to welcome Bellas 
Boutique, at 18 Main Street, to the 
downtown area.  Bellas Boutique 

Yonkers Downtown/Waterfront BID Welcomes 
Bellas Boutique to the Neighborhood

Pictured left to right are: Patricia McDow, Yonkers City Council Majority Leader; Steve Sansone, Executive 
Director of YD/WBID; store owner Marli Monroy of Yonkers, holding a welcoming plaque presented to her by 

the BID; and Eufemia Martinez of Yonkers, co-owner. 

offers dresses and accessories for 
all occasions including weddings, 
proms, parties and other social 
events. 
   The Yonkers Downtown/
Waterfront Business Improvement 
District (YDWBID) was created 

to promote and implement the 
economic revitalization of the 
District and the City of Yonkers. The 
BID is also designed to maintain 
the downtown streets, contribute 
to public safety, landscape the 
district, market special events and 
create promotional opportunities to 
highlight the area. Additionally, the 
BID will preserve and encourage 
the cultural, historic, tourist and 
civic interest of the District and the 
City of Yonkers.   

MOUNT KISCO, NY -- Founding 
Directors Nancy Zander, Lenore 
Eggleston and Maria Colaco are 
proud to announce that Mount 
Kisco will be home to a new center 
for dance and choreography. The 
new venture, Evolution Dance 
Theater, plans to be the leading 
organization for collaborative 
exchange between the professional 
dance community, students of 
dance, and patrons of the art form. 
   Making their home in the historic 
United Methodist Church at 300 
Main Street in Mount Kisco, 
Evolution Dance Theater (EDT) 
was born out of a recognized need 
to support the professional dance 
artist and aspiring performers 
living in Westchester County. 
   “As a choreographer, I’m aware 
of many established and emerging 
choreographers living right here in 
our community who go to New York 
to present their work, teach and share 
ideas. At EDT we feel strongly that 
they deserve a home with us and 
not 40 miles away in Manhattan or 
Brooklyn,” explains one of the three 
Founding Directors, Maria Colaco. 
   In addition to regular classes 
in ballet and modern for all 
ages and levels, EDT has plans 
to connect professionals and 
students through workshops with 
companies like the emerging Maria 
Colaco Dance and established 
choreographers like Peter Pucci. 
   “Our mission is to engage students 
through diverse class offerings, to 
support our local choreographers 
through performance and 

New Venture to Create Dance School 
and Performance Space in Downtown 

Mount Kisco 

Evolution Dance Theater Established as Home for Professional 
Modern Dance Community, Students of Dance, and  

Patrons of the Arts

teaching opportunities and to 
provide the public with a deeper 
understanding of dance through 
thoughtful events and discussions,” 
says Director Nancy Zander. 
   “EDT is ‘dance evolved’. It’s a 
different approach to learning and 
it’s aimed at all ages and levels. 
Students and artists should not have 
to travel to the City to experience 
great artistry and teaching; we’re 
going to bring it home to them,” 
stated Director Lenore Eggleston. 
   Evolution Dance Theater 
officially opens in September 2007 
after renovations are complete 
in their new studio space. An 
existing theater at the Church 
will serve as a performance 
space. A kick-off benefit concert 
featuring some of Westchester’s 
best performing artists is also 

planned for September 28 at 7 pm. 
   A pre-opening “Summer Sweatin’” 
modern dance workshop with 
MariaColacoDance is scheduled for 
June 25-27. For more information 
visit EDT’s website at www.
edtheater.bravehost.com, email 
EDT at edtheater@gmail.com or call 
Nancy Zander at (914) 325-3254. 
About Evolution Dance Theater 
   Evolution Dance Theater (EDT) 
is the leading organization for 
collaborative exchange between 
the professional modern dance 
community, students of dance, and 
patrons of the art form; creating 
an environment that encourages 
exploration and learning while 
inspiring the next generation of 
modern dancers and dance lovers. 
   Evolution Dance Theater consists 
of several distinct but interwoven 
environments including classrooms 
of regularly scheduled dance 
instruction employing experienced 
teaching artists and providing 
integrative training in modern 
and ballet techniques; visiting 
artists infused into the learning 
process through performances, 
master classes, open rehearsals and 
exchanges with the community; a 
home for choreographers who are 
encouraged to utilize residencies 
at EDT to develop new work in a 
exploratory environment; and a 
performance space that is home to 
visiting artists, students, and the 
community; within this intimate 
space, these groups are encouraged 
to present, participate in and view 
cutting edge choreography.
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BURNS, MILDRED 
(nee Kopec), a lifelong Yonkers 
resident, died on Saturday, June 9, 
2007 at the Cedar Manor Nursing 
Home in Ossining. She was 85 
years old. She was born on August 
27, 1921 to Adam and Agnes Panek 
Kopec in Yonkers where she was 
raised and educated, graduating 
from Roosevelt High School. Mrs. 
Burns was a telephone operator for 
AT&T in Yonkers for 13 years until 
the birth of her first child at which 
time she began to raise her family. 
A longtime parishioner of Sacred 
Heart Church, Mrs. Burns also did 
volunteer sewing with other Sacred 
Heart women for cancer patients at 
Rosary Hill Home. On November 
2, 1952, she married Albert Burns 
in St. Casimir’s Church in Yonkers. 
Mr. Burns died December 26, 
1992. Survivors include two sons, 
Robert Burns and his wife, Susan of 
Yorktown Heights and Kevin Burns 
of Yonkers and two granddaughters, 
Erin and Elizabeth Burns, both 
of Yorktown Heights. She was 
predeceased by three brothers, 
Stanley, Frank and Edward Kopec. 
Visitation was held at Whalen and 
Ball Funeral Home on Monday, 2-
4, and 7-9 pm. Mass of Christian 
Burial was celebrated in Sacred 
Heart Church on Tuesday, June 12 
at 9:30 am. Interment was followed 
at Mt. Hope Cemetery. WHALEN 
and BALL F.H. 168 Park Ave., 
Yonkers (914) 965-5488.

DIAZ, VICTOR - Victor 
Diaz of Yonkers died on Tuesday, 
June 5, 2007 at age 59. Born on 
May 9, 1948 to Jose and Mercedes 
(Rios) Diaz in Santurce, Puerto 
Rico. He has been a Yonkers 
resident for 30 years, his father, Jose 
is living in Yonkers. Mr. Diaz was a 
utility man for Verizon for over 35 

years. He served his country in the 
Army during the Vietnam War. He 
was a parishioner of St. Anthony 
and formerly of St. Joseph. In 
1996, he single handedly saved 
12 people in a burning building in 
Harlem. He received many awards 
including Thomas N. Vale Award 
and the Caring New Yorker Award 
from the State Attorney General. 
A Humanitarian Award has been 
named for him in New York for 
anyone showing Heroism: the 
Victor Diaz Award. He was the 
neighborhood auto mechanic and 
handyman. He was also an avid fan 
of motorcycles and liked to ride as 
often as he could. Victor is survived 
by his wife, Lucy (Figueroa) of 
Yonkers and his six children, 
Dionne Myhre of Virginia Beach, 
Victor Diaz, Jr. of Tampa; Gisela 
Harper of Orlando; Brian Diaz, 
Nicole Diaz and Denys Dias, all of 
Yonkers and eight grandchildren. 
He is also survived by his brother, 
Hector Diaz of the Bronx and 
his sister, Margaritta Sanchez of 
Yonkers. He was predeceased by 
his mother, Mercedes in 2001 and 
two brothers, Carlos in 1992 and 
Manuel in 1999. Visiting hours 
were at the Whalen and Ball Funeral 
Home on Thursday, from 2-4 and 
7-9 pm. Mass of Christian Burial 
in St. Anthony Church on Friday, 
June 8th at 10 am. Entombment Mt. 
Hope Mausoleum. WHALEN and 
BALL F.H. 168 Park Ave., Yonkers 
(914) 965-5488.

JONES, ROBERT
HAMILTON - Robert 
Hamilton Jones, former resident of 
Yonkers, passed away on Monday, 
June 4 2007 at Colombia Memorial 
Hospital in Hudson, NY due to 
complications from heart disease 
and diabetes at age 76. Born on 

March 22, 1931 to Robert and 
Isabella Jones in Yonkers, where 
he attended public schools and 
graduated from Gorton H.S. in 1949. 
He also studied Accounting at Iona 
College. He was active in various 
social and sport organizations 
over the years. A member of the 
“Wildcats” as well as a coach and 
officer with the Colts Boys Club. He 
served his country in the U.S. Navy 
during the Korean Conflict. He was 
an active member of St. Anthony’s 
Church and sang in their choir. He 
worked as a computer programmer 
and manager with Otis Elevator Co., 
Nestles Corp. and N.Y. Telephone 
Company. He married Barbara 
White and raised a family in the 
Homefield Section of Yonkers. 
Besides his current wife, Hazel 
(Murphy), Mr. Jones is survived by 
five children from his first marriage, 
Robert (Nancy) of Tarrytown; Scott 
(Kristin) of Florida/N. Carolina; 
Matthew (Karen) of Dobbs Ferry; 
Andrew (Patricia) of Putnam 
Valley and Pamela (Patrick) 
Clarke of Cape Coral, FL and nine 
grandchildren. Visiting hours were 
held at the Whalen and Ball F.H. 
on Thursday from 2 to 4, and 7 to 
9 pm. Funeral Service was held at 
the funeral home on Friday, June 
8 at 12 noon. Interment, Oakland 
Cemetery. Donations may be made 
to the American Diabetes Assoc., 
P.O. Box 11454, Alexandria, VA 
22312. WHALEN and BALL F.H. 
168 Park Ave., Yonkers (914) 965-
5488.

MADDEN, PETER - Peter 
Madden died on Tuesday, June 5, 
2007 at age 82. Beloved husband 
of the late Claire (McAndrews). 
Devoted father of Peter Michael, 
Jr., Patrick J., Marjorie J., and 
Timothy J. Madden. Also survived 

by six grandchildren and two 
sisters, Ellen Suntum and Margaret 
Granger. He was predeceased by 
two sisters, Mary Jo O’Donnell 
and Patricia (Madden) Harding. A 
Memorial Mass was  held at Sacred 
Heart Church on Saturday, June 9 at 
11 am. WHALEN and BALL F.H. 
168 Park Ave., Yonkers (914) 965-
5488.

MCINTYRE, JAMES - 
James McIntyre of Yonkers, died 
on Thursday, May 31, 2007 at 
age 84. He was born on March 9, 
1923 to James McIntyre and Mary 
Walsh of Yonkers. Jim served in 
the Army during World War II from 
March 1941 through October 1945, 
where he received the European-
American Middle Eastern Service 
medal, Good Conduct medal and 
American Defense Service medal. 
Was Past Commander of Chippewa 
Post 1412 American Legion, served 
as chaplain and adjutant for Yonkers 
City Post 1666 VFW. He was past 
president of the old Second Ward 
Democratic Club, was chairman 
of the Citywide Citizenship 
Day Committee and Parade and 
Vice Chairman of State Youth 
Committee, Knights of Columbus. 
On April 9, 1944, he married Agnes 
Morrissey at the Most Holy Trinity 
Church in Yonkers. Agnes died in 
1988. Jim was past president of 
the Schlobohm Parents Recreation 
Council, and actively promoted 
youth recreation, as well as trips to 
ballgames, and dances for the teens. 
During the holdiay seasons, he 
played Santa too. He was manager 
of Schlobohm senior baseball and 
basketball, as well as manager of the 
American Legion Junior Baseball. 
Jim worked as the Sign Inspector 
for the City of Yonkers from 
November 1957 until his retirement 

In Memoriam
in June, 1988. Over many years, 
Jim was actively involved with 
St. Joseph’s Church, working on 
various campaigns to raise funds 
for the church and school, working 
as a volunteer at Bingo, assisting the 
convent in the distribution of food 
baskets during Thanksgiving, and 
gifts and food at Christmas, as well 
as other community activities. Jim 
is survived by one son, Raymond, 
and three daughters: Theresa 
Monachelli of Yonkers, Joan Meyer 
of Lively, VA and Kathleen Koblosh 
of Yonkers. He is also survived by 
four grandchildren: John, Robert, 
Christina and Katrina and two great 
grandchildren: Sage and Trever, 
and his sister, Catherine Nelsen of 
Brooklyn. He is predeceased by one 
son: James McIntyre of Yonkers; 
sisters: Mary Cashin of Erie, PA, 
Theresa Haines of Texas, Frances 
McGrath of Yonkers, Margaret 
Miller of Garnerville, NY and 
brother, John McIntyre of Syracuse, 
NY. Friends called at the Whalen & 
Ball F.H. on Sunday, June 3, from 2 
to 4, and 7 to 9 PM, and attended a 
Mass of Christian Burial on Monday, 
June 4, at Sacred Heart Church 
at 9:30 AM. In lieu of flowers, 
memorials may be made to The 
American Cancer Society, 2 Lyon 
Place, White Plains, NY 10601. 
And in keeping with tradition, I end 
this note to you all with......”Keep 
Smiling.” WHALEN and BALL 
F.H. 168 Park Ave., Yonkers (914) 
965-5488.

WEISE, FLORA - Flora 
Weise passed on to her new life 
with Christ on Sunday, June 10, 
2007 at her daughter Donna’s house 
in Mahopac. She was under the 
care of Hospice. She was born on 
February 25, 1917 to John and Flora 
Blackwood in Clydebank Scotland. 

She came to this country via Ellis 
Island when she was four year old 
and grew up in Phillipsburg, NJ. 
On November 24, 1940 she married 
Albert Weise at First Presbyterian 
Church in Yonkers. Mr. Weise 
died April 3, 1991. She worked as 
a Telephone Operator for the New 
York Telephone Company on Main 
Street in Yonkers for over 20 years, 
and was a member of the Telephone 
Pioneers Club. Flora was a person 
of deep faith and was a long time 
member of Dayspring Presbyterian 
Church (Good Shepherd Church). 
Flora served as a Primary 
Department Teacher and pianist, 
Deacon and Sewing Chairwoman 
of the Women’s Missionary Society. 
She is survived by her son, John 
B. Weise, her daughters, Donna 
McCauley (Bill), Sharyn Weise and 
Alison Albanese. She was the proud 
grandmother of Jack Jr., Christina, 
Ralph, Diane, Jonathan and Joseph 
and great grandma to Elizabeth, 
Matthew, Brian, Lauren, Melissa 
and David. She was predeceased 
by her daughter Joanne Weise, 
grandson Stanley Rice and great 
granddaughter Hannah Jean. She is 
also survived by her brother John 
Blackwood Jr. of Center Valley, 
PA and sister Margaret Adamski of 
College, PA and predeceased by her 
sister Jane Shay. Graveside Services 
were held on Tuesday, June 12, 
2007 at Oakland Cemetery. In lieu 
of flowers, please make donations 
to Good Shepherd Church, 320 
Walnut Street, Yonkers, NY 10701, 
or Hospice Care in Westchester and 
Putnam, 540 White Plains Road, 
Suite 300, Tarrytown, NY 10591-
5132. WHALEN and BALL F.H. 
168 Park Ave., Yonkers (914) 965-
5488. 

today.  A simple self-examination 
done on a regular basis can catch 
this fast producing cancer before it 
spreads throughout the body,” said 
Stephen Carey, Executive Director, 
Sean Kimerling Foundation, which 
was established in memory of the 
WPIX sportscaster, who died from 
TC at age 37, just 32 days after his 
diagnosis.
   “The Mets are proud to partner 
with CW11 on this important public 
health awareness campaign that 
honors the memory of our friend 
Sean Kimerling,” said Dave Howard, 
Executive Vice President, Business 
Operations, New York Mets. “We 
hope that our collaboration with the 
Sean Kimerling Foundation will 
help educate fans about the benefits 
of self-examination.”
   Reliever Scott Schoeneweis of 
the Mets is among those who have 
survived testicular cancer.  Other 
famous survivors include Lance 
Armstrong, Olympic skater Scott 
Hamilton, Phil Kessel of the Boston 
Bruins, and comedians Richard 
Belzer, and Tom Green.
   Although there are numerous 
events in the sporting world that 
promote awareness for breast, 
colon and prostate cancers, 
relatively little has been done to 
date to address testicular cancer.  
There is no greater venue than 
a Major League Baseball game to 
raise awareness for a disease that has 
its highest incidence among the age 

group of the players themselves. 
   “Men should become as aware of 
testicular cancer and the value of 
regular self examination as women 
have become aware of breast health 
issues,” Schoeneweis, a survivor 
who was diagnosed with the disease 
when he was 19 years old.  “The key 
to treating the disease is detecting it 
early.”
    “Our goal this year is to reach 
the public through events such as 
Testicular Cancer Awareness Night 
at Shea and other efforts that will 
have the effect of reducing the 
unease and stigma associated 
with the issue,” said Carey of the 
Sean Kimerling Testicular Cancer 
Foundation.  “We are planning 
a national public awareness 
advertising campaign in the fall 
that highlights the dangers of 
testicular cancer and the value of 
regular self-examination.” 
   The Sean Kimerling Testicular 
Cancer Foundation was founded 
in honor of Sean Kimerling, the 
Emmy Award-winning sports 
anchor of WPIX in New York and 
pre-game announcer for the New 
York Mets, who died from testicular 
cancer in 2003 at the age of 37.  
The Foundation works to raise 
public awareness of the dangers of 
testicular cancer among young men 
and promote the need for regular 
self-examination in order to increase 
early detection and treatment, and 
save lives.  For more information, 
visit: www.seankimerling.org.

Sean Kimerling 
Foundation Teams with 

New York Mets

with other resources in the Y.P.D in 
a coordinated effort to reduce the 
dangerous use of illegal fireworks.  
    The Traffic Unit, the Street 
Crime Unit, and the Housing Patrol 
Unit have all assigned additional 
resources to ramp up enforcement.
   The Detective Division will 
debrief all those arrested to enhance 
prosecution and to seek additional 
information.
   Community Affairs Unit officers 
have visited schools and local 
groups to inform the public of the 
Department’s initiatives and to seek 
assistance and information from the 
public.
   Information on the storage and/
or use of illegal fireworks will be 
investigated thoroughly.
    The Yonkers Police Department 
does not tolerate the illegal 
possession or discharge of fireworks 
in the city, and offenders will be 
subject to arrest. 

   “The illegal use of fireworks is 
a dangerous activity, and their 
use often leads to tragic results,” 
Commissioner Hartnett said. 
“The department is increasing its 
enforcement of fireworks laws.  
We will arrest and seize fireworks. 
We will stop and seize vehicles, 
including those traveling from out of 
state transporting illegal fireworks 
into the city. A person storing illegal 
fireworks in a home or garage 
creates an extremely dangerous 
situation for the occupants of that 
home as well as neighbors.” 
   “Fireworks displays should be 
left to licensed professionals,” 
Commissioner Hartnett continued, 
“such as the display planned at the 
Yonkers city waterfront as part of 
the Riverfest on July 4.” 

Fireworks Law
Enforcement Planned for 

July 4th Holiday

From Page 1

From Page 1

In addition to exercising, dancing and participating in indoor and out-
door sports activities, residents at Classic Residence by Hyatt in Yonkers 
observed National Health & Fitness Day by getting tips on food selection 
and diet.  Culinary Institute of America-trained Executive Chef Tim Stras-

ser is shown giving a lecture on healthy eating.

YONKERS, NY -- Thirty minutes a 
day, five days a week.
    That’s all it can take to help older 
adults feel better and healthier, 
according to a new fitness challenge 
that was issued this month at Classic 
Residence by Hyatt in Yonkers, the 
luxury living community for older 
adults on the Riverdale/Yonkers 
border.
    Featuring activities for the 
mind and diet, as well as muscles, 
the program offers participants a 
broad range of activities that can 
be performed alone or with others 
– and indoors or outside – with a 
recommended time commitment 
of 30 minutes a day, five days per 
week.
    “It’s all part of our commitment to 
whole person wellness,” said John 
Muzio, executive director at Classic 
Residence by Hyatt in Yonkers.  
“For older adults maintaining fitness 
and a positive attitude is critical to 
successful aging.”
    The fitness challenge will include 
walks in the surrounding area two 
days a week, exercise classes three 
days a week, Tai Chi sessions twice 
a week, and badminton, croquet and 
frequent presentations on healthy 
eating by the residence’s Culinary 
Institute of America-trained 
executive chef.

Classic Residence by Hyatt in Yonkers Issues Fitness 
Challenge

Luxury Living Community for Older Adults Encourages and Assists Resident to Exercise 30 
Minutes a Day, Five Days a Week

    “In addition, the community will 
be encouraging residents to exercise, 
stretch, use stationary bikes, 
treadmills and other equipment in 
its exercise room and take part in 
individual or group strolls on and 
around the property,” Muzio said.  
“Meeting the 30-minute, five days 
a week challenge should not be 
difficult—or boring.”

    Classic Residence by Hyatt 
in Yonkers is also planning to 
celebrate National Senior Health 
and Fitness Day on Wednesday, 
May 30.  The community will host 
a daylong series of activities that 
will expose residents to a variety of 
fitness activities ranging from Reiki 
therapy (a massage therapy by 
trained specialists that promotes a 

balance between the nervous system 
and muscles) to group exercises 
on the lawn as well as ping pong, 
horseshoes and line dancing.
    National Senior Health & Fitness 
Day, the nation’s largest health 
promotion event for older adults, 
will be encouraging fitness activities 
for seniors at more than 1,500 
locations nationwide.  Studies of 
80- and 90-year olds living in older 
adult communities show that regular 
fitness training for two to three 
months is enough to make them 
stronger and more independent, as 
well as give them a sense of well-
being and self confidence.
 

Classic Residence by Hyatt 
is a national leader in luxury 

senior living that currently owns, 
manages, and markets upscale 
senior living communities from 

coast to coast. Classic Residence 
by Hyatt communities have earned 

honors for being among the 
nation’s finest, including Platinum, 

Gold and Silver Achievement 
Awards from the National 

Association of Home Builders 
Seniors Housing Council. The toll-

free corporate number is 1-800-
421-1442, and the company’s Web 
site is http://www.hyattclassic.com.

Jungleworld Exhibit at Bronx Zoo 
Features Tree Kangaroos

THE BRONX, NY -- A baby 
Matschie’s tree kangaroo, called a 
joey, cuddles with its mom at the 
Bronx Zoo’s JungleWorld exhibit, 
an Asian rain forest habitat. Like 
other marsupials, this joey spent its 
first months in its mother’s pouch. 
Although born on October 25, 2006, 
it has only recently begun exploring 
“the outside world.” Matschie’s tree 
kangaroos are native to New Guinea 
and are endangered. This joey was 
the only Matschie’s tree kangaroo 
born in North America last year as 
part of a captive breeding program 
among accredited North American 
zoos.

Protos courtesy of J. Maher 
© WCS
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Community

VALHALLA, NY 
-- The Therapeutic 
Recreation Program 
at Blythedale 
Children’s Hospital 
will be enriched 
thanks to a $25,000 
donation from The 
Louis R. Cappelli 
Foundation. The 
donation will enable 
Blythedale to offer 
interactive dance, 
theatre and music 
programs to children 
in the Hospital’s 
inpatient units, as 
well as those in the 
Day Hospital and 
Early Childhood 
Center programs.  
   The one-hour sessions, which 
will continue through the end of 
the year and into the first quarter 
of next year, will benefit numerous 
children recovering from traumatic 
brain injuries, recuperating post-
operatively, or receiving intensive 
therapy for a wide range of 
diagnoses. Currently, the Cappelli 

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- Wal-
Mart Stores, Inc., is supporting the 
Renaissance Theatre Academy with 
a sponsorship of $30,000 for this 
new educational program produced 
by the White Plains Performing 
Arts Center.  The announcement 
came during a ceremonial check 
presentation at the theatre, which 
was attended by directors of the 
White Plains Performing Arts 
Center, representatives from 
the White Plains Wal-Mart, and 
children of the Theater Academy.  
In addition to the donation, Wal-
Mart will also provide school items 
for students of the program.  
   In 2006, Wal-Mart’s philanthropic 
efforts in the State of New York 
totaled more than $11.7 million, 
including a major donation to the 
White Plains Sculpture Garden 
located in Tibbits Park.
   “Wal-Mart is committed to being 
a good neighbor and valuable 
member of the White Plains 
community,” said Steve Restivo, 
Divisional Director, Media and 
Community Relations, Wal-Mart.  
“This culturally enriching and 
educational project is just one of 
many community-based initiatives 
we have been involved with in 
White Plains. We look forward 
to forging a lasting relationship 
with the theatre and supporting its 

Wal-Mart Donates $30,000 to 
Renaissance Theatre Academy

various programs.”
   Jack W. Batman, Executive 
Producer of the White Plains 
Performing Arts Center, said 
“We are grateful to our friends at 
Wal-Mart for their very generous 
support of the Renaissance Theatre 
Academy. It is extremely satisfying 
to have the encouragement of 
Wal-Mart in our efforts to bring 
first-class theatre education to the 
children of Westchester.  Everyone 
here at the theatre, and all the kids, 
send our grateful appreciation to the 
whole Wal-Mart family.”
   The White Plains Performing Arts 
Center’s new summer professional 
theatre training program for 
children ages 7-17 will be held 
June 25 through August 18, 2007. 
The Renaissance Theatre Academy 
offers four 3-week sessions taught 
by experienced theatre teaching 
professionals, each session ending 
with a fully-staged production of a 
Broadway musical.  This summer’s 
musicals are You’re a Good Man 
Charlie Brown, book, music and 
lyrics by Clark Gesner, and Pippin, 
music and lyrics by (Westchester’s 
own) Stephen Schwartz and 
book by Roger O. Hirson.  
   The Renaissance Theatre 
Academy’s daily classes include 
voice, acting, dance, technical 
stagecraft and production, along 

with team-building activities and 
theatre games. All classes are taught 
by experienced theatre professionals 
and teachers. The Renaissance 
Theatre Academy provides a 
noncompetitive, nurturing and fun 
environment to enhance a child’s 
knowledge and skills in theatre 
arts and offers a junior company 
for children 7 – 11 and a senior 
company for 12-17 year olds.  
Sessions are held Monday through 
Friday, 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM. 
    The Renaissance Theatre 
Academy is under the direction of 
Toni Rubio. Ms. Rubio, a White 
Plains native, has been a working 
teaching artist for the past 20 
years, developing arts-in-education 
curriculums and residencies 
according to the NYS Standards of 
Learning for teachers and students 
grades K-12, after-school centers, 
community youth organizations, 
summer camps and professional 
development.  She is a member of 
many youth development initiatives 
and is the current and founding 
director of the Living Museum 
Company, an arts & education 
theatre company. Her theatre degree 
is from Boston College and she 
holds a certificate of training from 
the Circle in the Square Theatre 
School in New York City.  

Blythedale’s Therapeutic Recreation 
Program to be Expanded 

$25,000 Donation from The Louis R. Cappelli Foundation

Foundation is helping to fund a 
weekly music program by Graham 
Clarke, a well-known Westchester-
based children’s entertainer.  
   “We are grateful to The Louis 
R. Cappelli Foundation for this 
generous donation,” said Larry 
Levine, President and CEO of the 
Hospital. “Therapeutic recreational 

therapy is a vitally 
important component 
of rehabilitation for 
our patients. I cannot 
o v e r e m p h a s i z e 
the importance of 
programs such as 
this that encourage 
creativity and 
expression in our 
patients.” 
   Blythedale’s 
T h e r a p e u t i c 
R e c r e a t i o n 
Department provides 
patients with 
treatment services and 
recreation activities 
that are adapted to 
meet each patient’s 

individual physical, 
emotional, and social abilities. 
Using techniques including music, 
arts, sports, games, animals, 
and more, therapists work to 
help patients achieve maximum 
independence.    
For more information about 
Blythedale Children’s Hospital visit 
www.blythedale.org

DOBBS FERRY, NY -- When 
teens from St. Christopher’s 
Inc. wanted to show gratitude 
to their fairy Godmothers next 
door at St. Cabrini Nursing Home 
(SCNH)  they did more than merely 
say, “Thanks!”  The Kenneth 
Clark Academy students donned 
some of the three dozen gowns 
donated by SCNH staff and staged 
a virtual “Project Runway” for the 
Home’s residents and employees. 
   The couture  bounty came when 
Admissions Assistant Bridget Jensen 
learned that the school’s dance 
teacher, Diane Kitt-Dixon,  sister of 
an SCNH short term rehabilitation 
patient, was desperately  seeking 
formal wear for her students’ 
performance at the Academy’s   
arts festival. Ms. Jensen, with 
administrative blessing, broadcast 
the plight, by email, her co-workers. 
   When she was promptly deluged 
with offers of bridesmaid and 
prom dresses, Ms. Jensen, a 
member of the Home’s Mission 
Advirosy Committee,  was not 
surprised.  “The staff here always 
goes out of their way to support 
any efforts to make a difference 
in people’s lives,” she said.  One 
employee even purchased a dress 
for one of the teens when she heard 

St. Christopher’s  Teens Stage Fashion 
Show to Thank St. Cabrini Nursing 

Home Couture Generosity

that none of the donations were in 
her size.
   A delighted Ms. Kitt-Dixon soon 
began a daily ferrying of fashions 
back to the school, where the teens 
gleefully welcomed each day’s 
new arrivals. The result was a 
stunning touch of glamour to their 
successful arts festival performance 
at the school last month. 
   The subsequent June 6 thank you 
show at SCNH brought down the 
house of primarily elderly residents, 
who showered grandmotherly 
accolades on the models, student 
vocalist Jennay McClean  and 
guitarist David Raskin.

 
St. Cabrini Nursing Home is a 

not-for-profit, 304-bed “Quality 
First” skilled nursing facility 

which also includes St. Cabrini 
Home Health Care; St. Cabrini 

Short-Term Stay Respite Program; 
Msgr. Terence Attridge Adult Day 
Health Center, Cabrini Care at 
Home,  and Cabrini Immigrant 

Services. Opened in 1973, 
the home is sponsored by the 

Missionary Sisters of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus and part of a long 
tradition of caring for the elderly 

and chronically ill.

Left: SCNH resident Gemma 
Ciarletto makes a final 
adjustment to Kenneth Clark 
Academy student  Evani Wilkes’ 
dress at the fashion show which 
Academy students staged at 
the  Home.

Standing are Kenneth Clark Academy students  Ebony Jimenez, Charlann 
Buononato, Tatiana Darius, and Denise Rivera  with SCNH residents 

Anna DeCaprio and 
Josephine Kepler at the fashion show at the Home. 

To advertise with the WTT, 
contact Jay Santiago at

WTTads@gmail.com

White Plains Renaissance Theater Academy receives a $30,000 check from the White Plains Wal-Mart.  Toni Ru-
bio, Director – Renaissance Theatre Academy receives the check from Paul Carney, White Plains store manager. 

Pictured from L to R : Jack W. Batman, Executive Producer – White Plains Performing Arts Center, Students: 
Katie Nielson, Leah Brody, Kate Vaccaro, Adrain Heeney and far right – Barron Bass and Tara Pavone.  

Photo courtesy of Stas Kmiec
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www.verizonfios.com/double

Download a 
horror movie so fast, 

it’s scary.

1-866-456-0784  verizonfi os.com/internet

Experience the power of Verizon FiOS for yourself.

It’s frightening how fast Verizon FiOS Internet is.

Enjoy bone-chilling speeds up to 20/5 Mbps with the fi ber-optic power of Verizon FiOS 

Internet. You can buy and download a movie in minutes, and music in seconds. 

And, because our network goes all the way to your home, you can be sure you’re 

getting 100% fi ber-optic power all the time. That’s why Verizon FiOS is America’s 

fastest Internet service. Now, when you add unlimited calling, you can save over $299 

a year. Plus, Home Voice Mail, Caller ID and Call Waiting are included. That includes a 

home networking router and professional in-home installation too. So there’s nothing 

to be afraid of. Verizon FiOS. TV. Internet. Phone. From the most advanced 

fi ber-optic network straight to your home.

Verizon reminds you to always download legally.

Limited-time offer requires Verizon FiOS Internet 20/5 Mbps service and Verizon Freedom EssentialsSM. Rate requires one new service. Additional charges, taxes and other terms apply. $19.99 activation charge. One-year Internet commitment required. $99 early termination charge. Speed and 
uninterrupted service not guaranteed. Calling plan includes residential direct-dialed domestic calls only. Savings based on bundled price versus price of services purchased individually.

FiOS Internet customers purchasing Verizon voice service receive both services over fi ber. Includes up to eight hours battery backup (for non-IP voice service only). ©2007 Verizon.
V2NY-FIOS-N0286-A

on America’s 
fastest Internet and 
unlimited calling.

$

a year
299

Save over

Roosevelt Field Mall
630 Old Country Road
Garden City, NY 11530

Sights-N-Sounds
4032 Sunrise Highway
Seaford, NY 11783 

Carousel Mall
9090 Carousel Center Dr.
Syracuse, NY 13290

Great Northern Mall
4155 State Rt. 31
Clay, NY 13041

Green Acres Mall
Sunrise Highway
Valley Stream, NY 11581

Hicksville Broadway Mall
358 B Broadway Mall
Hicksville, NY 11801

Palisades Mall
1000 Palisades Center Drive
West Nyack, NY 10994

Walt Whitman Mall
160-5 Route 110
Huntington, NY 11743

Sights-N-Sounds
786 W Jericho Turnpike
Huntington, NY 11743

Staten Island Mall
2655 Richmond Avenue
Staten Island, NY 10314

Smith Haven Mall
313 Smith Haven Mall
Lake Grove, NY 11755


