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CORTLANDT MANOR, NY 
– When Hudson Valley Hospital 
Center decided that more space was 
needed at the facility, and embarked 
on a major expansion project, it 
became apparent that the design 
had to conform to the belief that 
patient-focused hospital design has 
a major role in helping patients get 
better. 
   The plans for the new patient 
tower at Hudson Valley Hospital 
Center in upper Westchester, NY 
include first and foremost, private 
rooms throughout.  By configuring 
the physical structure of HVHC 
to improve care for patients and 
their families, reduction of medical 
errors seem to be an added bonus, 
as studies indicate. 
   More natural light, better views, 
and additional foliage all point to 
enhancing the patient experience 
through faster healing, and with less 
pain.  With more light and space 
throughout the building, a calming 
effect is produced and this benefits 
everyone, including staff.  Placing 
supplies and smaller nursing 
stations throughout the facility can 
free up nurses time for more visits 
with the patient.   

Hudson Valley Hospital Center Plans New Breed of Hospital
 Design Factor Proven To Help Patients Get Well

   The new structure, which is being 
placed right in front of the present 
one on the campus, will reduce 
noise and stress, and minimize 
distractions for the staff.  Long 
halls, positioning of rooms, light-
friendly windows and doors all add 
to a unique floor plan, which targets 
Hudson Valley Hospital Center as 
the hospital of the future.   
   “We already have a reputation 
for being high-touch, high-tech, 
but when this multi-million dollar 
addition is completed, we will have 
the most modern facility in every 
aspect of care: architecturally, 
aesthetically, and medically, 
including state-of-the art diagnostic 
equipment.  Upon entering the front 
door, and all through the building, 
the eye will capture more of a hotel-
like atmosphere, where the whole 
person is taken into consideration,” 
states John C. Federspiel, hospital 
president.   
   “The importance of creating a 
therapeutic environment is carried 
throughout.  A good example of 
where the ‘tech and touch’ come 
together is in the expansion of 

The Hezitorial

THE GUEST HEZITORIAL:
By Dr. Ed U. Cator

   “We interviewed a number of 
professionals, including teachers 
and aides and principles,” Mr. 
Pierorazio said. “It came out 
in the meeting that there was 
professionally, a psychological 
contagion, a fear factor, that 
teachers and administrators shied 
away from real 
involvement in the 
administration of 
the test.” - Yonkers 
Public School 
Superintendent 
B e r n a r d 
Pierorazio / 
W e s t c h e s t e r 
Edition / The 
New York Times 
– Sunday, June 
24, 2007
In response 
to the drop in 
school test scores 
in the Yonkers 
Public School 
District, Mr. Pierorazio flew off to 
China to investigate educational 
opportunities, specifically to 
initiate two classes in the Chinese 
dialect of Mandarin for the 2007 / 
2008 school year at the behest of 
two ethnic Chinese teachers within 
his staff.
   Meanwhile, Superintendent 
Pierorazio has a highly agitated 
Yonkers Federation of Teachers 
union presently teaching without 
a contract and seemingly 
contemplating strike action after 
the summer hiatus. Remember, 
this also happens to be an election 
year, with primaries added to it, 

The Mandarin Candidate
as schools should be re-opening 
in September. The Superintendent 
told the press there were no layoffs, 
that is, until the union told the press 
about the adult education layoffs. 
The superintendent then advised 
that adult education would be 
reorganized by the re-opening of 
school. So which way is it?
Don’t the teachers realize Mr. 

Pierorazio was 
only taking orders 
from City Hall? 
He, of course, 
would settle it, 
if he could. That 
is, if he exhibited 
true leadership 
q u a l i t i e s , 
c o n d u c t i n g 
himself as 
an actual 
superintendent 
of school would 
be expected to 
act, instead of 
submitting to City 
Hall, as if he were 

a City Hall department head. He 
would be convincing the Yonkers 
Board of Trustees, as you read this, 
to settle the contract. Besides, who 
are the Yonkers Board of Trustees 
anyway?
   On top of all this, and on his 
flight to Beijing, Mr. Pierorazio 
must have thought how he would 
be able to administer the school 
district in his charge. Could he 
fool the Board of Trustees? That 
wouldn’t be too hard to accomplish. 
What about City Hall; do they yet 
know how thin the talent line has 
become in Central Office and 

By Edmund Hartnett,  
Yonkers Police Commissioner

   Earlier this 
year, I was 
invited to be a 
part of a panel 
discussion on 
suburban street 
gangs. The event 
was intended 
to be an open 
discussion of 
the ongoing 
gang problem 
t h r o u g h o u t 
We s t c h e s t e r 
County and the 
Hudson Valley. 
The panel was 
composed of a wide cross section 
of professionals and concerned 
activists including Gisela Marin, 
head of the Westchester Chapter 
of New Yorkers Against Gun 
Violence whose daughter was the 
victim of a senseless murder; Jim 
Bostic, Director of the Nepperhan 
Community Center; Andy Grascia, 
a gang expert assigned to the 
Westchester County District 
Attorney’s Office; David Chong, 
Police Commissioner of the City 
of Mount Vernon; and Vincent 
Taliaferro who runs a program in 
Westchester County which provides 

The Police
Department Is Not 

A Gang

Top 10 
Questions to 
Ask When 

Networking 
for Jobs

By Andy Wainer
 
I. Referrals/Contacts: Ask for as 
many names of people to speak 
to as possible that might have 
any good information regarding 
the job market. This, after all, 
is how Networking works - via 
connections, links, continually 
expanding your network. The more 
people you speak to, the more 
information you will learn, and the 
more likely that you will eventually 
speak to “the right person, in the 
right place, at the right time,” who 
will grant you the job interview you 
desire. Collect business cards like 
they are gold! Be sure to always get 
permission to use the first person’s 
name before you contact the second 
person, etc.
2. News/Trends: Find out “what’s 
happening” in your field or 
industry currently. Is there a new 
company moving to this area? Are 
companies hiring people with your 
qualifications and experience? Are 
jobs being outsourced overseas? Are 
there new products or services that 
might tie in with your experience 
and skills? Is there another region 
in the country that is becoming the 
“hot” area for the type of company 

education and housing for reforming 
gang members. I was honored to be 
included with this distinguished 

group. 
   The intent 
of the forum, 
set in a town 
meeting format, 
was to stimulate 
a discussion 
about gangs, 
gang violence, 
the proliferation 
of gangs 
and possible 
solutions to 
the growing 
gang problem 
in the area. 
Throughout the 

evening, there was spirited dialogue 
between the panel members and 
those in attendance. Most agreed 
that the gang problem is a complex 
one which will require a joint 
response from education, law 
enforcement, clergy, every level 
of government, elected officials, 
community leaders, the business 
community, trade union leaders and 
parents. Overall, it was a productive 
gathering.
   However, at one point, during 
the question and answer portion of 
the program, a young man came 

By Diane M. Grassi          

   As Barry Bonds comes ever closer 
to breaking the National Pastime’s 
hallowed home run record, 
currently held by 
Hank Aaron at 755, the 
controversy regarding 
illicit performance 
enhancing drug 
use, which may 
forever taint Bond’s 
entire career, does 
accomplish taking the 
focus off of Major 
League Baseball 
(MLB) and its own 
shortcomings. 
The scrutiny which has been paid, 
in only just the past two years, upon 
drug use among MLB players, while 
having been a black eye for MLB, 
is also convenient as Commissioner 
Bud Selig need not address myriad 
other issues which also play their 
part in preserving the integrity of 
the game. 
   For example, MLB has done little 
exploration into the variations in 
equipment over just the past 10 
years or so and more specifically 
the wooden bat itself. A number 

MLB Bats Whittled Down 
to Uneven Playing Field

of questions come to mind. Is it 
just coincidence that Barry Bonds 
hit 73 home runs in 2001 after he 
switched his bat’s wood from that 
of ash to a hand-lathed maple? Is the 

accelerated breakage 
of bats over the past 
5 plus years due to an 
acutely thinning bat 
handle with a larger 
barrel and lighter 
weight or is it the non-
discriminate MLB 
approval process of 
the making and even 
storage of bats that 
makes them more 

vulnerable? 
   Is it a coincidence that prior to 
2003, MLB welcomed smaller bat 
makers as suppliers to MLB players 
but suddenly instituted an exorbitant 
certification fee with nearly 
impossible to acquire insurance 
liability policies for smaller 
operations, costing thousands upon 
thousands of dollars? And is it not 
worth taking a look at why there 
is such a difference in the quality 
of bats Hillerich & Bradsby Co., 

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- They 
may look like tin cans, but they 
can do a lot to clean the stormwater 
washing over parking lots at Glen 
Island Park in New Rochelle. 
Sixteen StormTreat System units 
have recently been installed as 
part of a parking lot reconstruction 
project.
       “This is cutting edge 
technology,” said County Executive 
Andy Spano. “Glen Island Park 
is only the second site in the state 
using this. We expect that these 
units will not only be able to filter 
pollutants better than conventional 
technology, but that they’ll make 
a terrific demonstration for others 
to emulate. It demonstrates our 
commitment to protecting water 
quality.”
      The project was supported with 
a grant from the New York State 
Clean Air/Clean Water Bond Act. 
The units and related infrastructure 
were installed during the 
reconstruction of two parking lots at 
the island park, which is surrounded 
by New Rochelle Harbor and the 
Long Island Sound and is the second 
most heavily used county park. The 
project is expected to be completed 

Stormwater Treatment System Installed at Glen 
Island County Park

in time for the 
Empire State 
Games, which 
will be held 
at Glen Island 
Park and other 
l o c a t i o n s 
t h r o u g h o u t 
Westches ter 
July 25 
through July 
29.
      T h e 
S t o r m Tr e a t 
System is 
a modular 
s y s t e m 
featuring a 
tank made 
partly from 
r e c y c l e d 
p l a s t i c 
i n s t a l l e d 
flush with 
the ground. 
It contains a 
series of underground sedimentation 
chambers and a gravel bed 
containing wetland plants, which 
will fill in over the next year. 
Stormwater runoff (which picks up 
pollutants like oil, sand, and trash 

from parking lots and roadways 
and is a significant source of 
water pollution) is directed into 
the system, then cleaned by the 
sedimentation chambers, gravel 
bed and wetland plants before 

discharging to the harbor. The 
compact, self-contained units also 
have advantages over traditional 
large basins because they take up 
less space and are less susceptible 
to groundwater and flooding.

see Top 10 Questions Pg. 4
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Like Klockwork

Weir Only Human

to the microphone to vociferously 
express his opinion; not about 
gangs, but about police brutality. 
The individual began by citing a 
youth program he claimed he was 
starting in his building in Yonkers.  
He then launched into a diatribe 
about brutality allegedly committed 
by the police. He referred to the 
Yonkers Police Department as 
a “gang.” As he continued to 
make vague references to police 
misconduct, several others in the 
audience, most likely friends and 
associates, shouted encouragement 
to him.
   The moderator of the program, 
clearly not surprised that the focus 
of his program had now shifted 
from suburban street gangs to 
allegations of police brutality, 
asked me to comment. I expressed 
my concern that this was an attempt 
to hijack the meeting away from 
the topic we had come to discuss. I 
thought it was unfair to those in the 
community who had come to listen 
and take part in a dialogue on gangs. 

The Police Department Is Not A Gang
From Page 1 I then addressed the young man on 

his statements. I advised him that 
his reference to the Yonkers Police 
Department (or any law enforcement 
agency) as a “gang” was insulting.  
In almost three decades of law 
enforcement experience, I have 
seen the violence, the waste, the 
deterioration of neighborhoods, 
the destroyed families, the sadness, 
the crime and the misery caused by 
gangs. Clearly, as a law enforcement 
professional, I took umbrage to 
this young man’s portrayal of the 
Yonkers Police as a gang.  His 
depiction was a disservice to all 
police officers, especially those 
who have lost their lives in service 
to the community.
   It should be noted that the young 
man never offered any details 
about the program he stated he was 
sponsoring in his building, if such 
a program even exists. It seems 
that he was more interested in 
getting his face on television with 
unsubstantiated allegations than 
offering any real solution for the 
youth in the community. He clearly 
doesn’t get it.  Thankfully, he was 

outnumbered by those in the room 
who were there to strive for positive 
change. Unlike him, they want to be 
part of the solution, not an ongoing 
part of the problem.  
   Allegations of police brutality 
are not taken lightly by this 
agency. They must be completely 
and thoroughly investigated in 
a timely manner. In my eight 
months as Police Commissioner, 
I have made significant and 
substantive improvements to the 
internal investigation mechanism 
in this agency. We have also made 
improving relations between the 
community and the police a top 
priority. However, allegations of 
police misconduct have little, if 
anything, to do with the gang issue.
   A local activist recently informed 
me that police brutality was the 
most important issue in Yonkers 
today. I respectfully disagree. It is 
fully understood that the community 
and the police must work in a 
partnership. Allegations of police 
misconduct that are not addressed 
properly can have a deleterious 
effect on this important relationship.  

However, to categorize allegations 
of police brutality as the most 
pressing issue in Yonkers today is a 
gross overstatement. Moreover, this 
type of hyperbole can be counter-
productive when it clouds more 
exigent problems such as gang 
violence.
   The men and women of the 
Yonkers Police Department (of 
any law enforcement agency) put 
themselves in harm’s way every day. 
They have chosen to protect life and 
property.  Each day, they put on a 
gun belt and a bulletproof vest, not 
knowing if they will be returning 
home to their families at the end 
of their tour. Policing is inherently 
dangerous work. However, while 
allegations against the police are 
always taken seriously, gangs and 
gang violence are a greater threat 
to our communities, and more 
specifically, to our children. With 
all due respect, when it comes to 
combating the gang problem, we 
should not take our eye off the ball, 
or our eye off the prize. 

   

On the Level 
with Hezi Aris 

on WVOX-
1460 AM 

Radio
NEW ROCHELLE, NY – Judy 
Wartels, President of the 
Westchester Chorale will speak 
about the troupe’s mission statement 
and their upcoming performances 
on WVOX-1460 AM this Tuesday, 
July 10, from 10:05 am through 
11:00 am, with host Hezi Aris. You 
may also listen to the show live 
by way of live streaming audio 
technology through your computer. 
   Also, listen to the Hezi Aris, 
this Thursday, July 12, at 8:30 am 
as he discusses events impacting 
Westchester politics with Bob 
Marone, host of Good Morning, 
Westchester, heard from 6:00 am 
through 9:00 am daily.
      Call us at 914-636-0110. Those 
who call are asked to please stay on 
topic.

By Bob Weir

Recently, Senator Trent Lott of 
Mississippi said, “Talk radio is 
running America. We have to deal 
with that problem.” The “problem” 
the GOP Minority Whip was talking 
about is the fact that conservative 
radio listeners from coast to coast 
have been flooding his office and 
every other senate and congressional 
office with phone calls and emails 
stating their opposition to that 
flawed immigration bill they were 
trying to foist on the American 
public. What the senator seems 
to be against is a medium that is 
giving voice to millions of people 
who are being informed about the 
machinations of government and 
then taking a role in the dialogue 
that concerns their future. 
   It must be a painful adjustment 
to delude yourself into believing 
that you have your finger on the 
pulse of the national community 
and then become frustrated when 
you discover that you don’t 
have a clue regarding what most 
Americans believe. Before the 
immigration bill is reintroduced to 
the Senate floor in an attempt to 

Talk Radio – Democracy at Its Finest
bring it back to life, President Bush 
and those senators who supported 
the failed effort should take into 
consideration the opinion of the 
American people (those who are 
here legally), inasmuch as they are 
the ones who put them in office. 
Since these elected officials are, 
at least ostensibly, supposed to 
be responding to the will of their 
bosses (us), they should take a peek 
at what a majority of us are saying. 
   A New York Times/CBS poll 
taken May 18-23 found that 
69% of Americans believe that 
illegal immigrants should be 
prosecuted and deported; 82% of 
those surveyed said the federal 
government should be working 
harder to “keep illegal immigrants 
from crossing into this country.” 
And according to a Rasmussen 
poll, by a two-to-one margin (60% 
to 28%), Americans set a higher 
priority on gaining control of the 
nation’s borders than regularizing 
the status of illegal immigrants, 
while 75% opined that it’s very 
important for the United States to 
“improve border enforcement and 
end illegal immigration.” 
   Perhaps that doesn’t sit well with 

Mr. Lott or with his colleague, 
Senator Lindsey Graham (R-SC), 
who recently spoke to the National 
Council of La Raza and impugned 
the motives of his fellow Americans 
regarding the bill they don’t agree 
with. Here was a US Senator saying 
the “loud people,” the “bigots” who 
disagree with amnesty for illegal 
aliens should “shut up” and go away. 
It seems increasingly more evident 
that some of these politicians, who 
ostensibly represent the people, 
get real upset when the people are 
actually heard from. They want us to 
believe that the failure of the bill is 
a sign that the system is broken. Yet, 
it appears that the only thing broken 
when it comes to our immigration 
debacle is the spine of those elected 
officials who would rather pander 
to lawbreakers than stand up for 
the overwhelming majority of their 
constituents who believe the law 

should mean something. 
   Just days ago, Senators Hillary 
Clinton and Barbara Boxer were 
overheard talking about stopping 
talk radio by legislation, if 
necessary. Undoubtedly, that was a 
reference to the so-called, “Fairness 
Doctrine” that many politicians 
have been trying to pass for decades. 
It begins with the proposition that 
talk radio is unfair in its coverage 
and therefore must be regulated to 
ensure “fairness.” Translation: talk 
radio has too many listeners who 
agree with conservative principles; 
hence, it must be silenced. 
   In the spring of 1987, both 
houses of Congress voted to put 
the Fairness Doctrine into law; 
a statutory inclusion which the 
FCC would have to enforce, like 
it or not. But President Reagan, 
in keeping with his deregulatory 
efforts and his long-standing 
belief that government should 
stay out of the affairs of business, 
vetoed the legislation. There were 
insufficient votes to override the 
veto. Congressional efforts to make 
the doctrine into law surfaced 
again during administration of 
George H.W. Bush. As before, the 

legislation was vetoed, this time by 
Bush. 
   While our pusillanimous reps 
are proclaiming that the system 
is broken because the bill was 
defeated, a more discerning 
response would have maintained 
that the system is working better 
than it was ever designed to work. 
The Founding Fathers could never 
have envisioned the Internet and 
the influence put forth by thousands 
of web logs. They couldn’t have 
imagined a radio universe with 
sound waves reaching millions of 
human ears. We have entered a new 
wave of democracy, one that gives 
voice to the masses. Thousands of 
illegal aliens marched in the streets 
of some major cities while mouthing 
the implied threat to timorous 
politicians: “Today we march; 
tomorrow we vote.” Now, millions 
of Americans are saying: “Today 
we blog; tomorrow we vote.” It’s 
about time someone paid attention 
to the majority for a change. 

Bob Weir is a contributing 
columnist to Yonkers Tribune 

and Westchester Times Tribune. . 
BobWeir777@aol.com.

By Peggy Godfrey
 
   It was apparent on North Avenue 
near Main Street several days ago 
that something was wrong because 
the Con Edison trucks were in plain 
view near a manhole.  Apparently 
a cable had severely overheated, 
and a nearby store, soon after, had 
dead fish floating to the top of  its 
fish tank, and the HSBC bank had 
to close because computers and 
circuits went down.  . Why did the 
cable overheat?  Is there a problem 
with the amount of electricity Con 
Edison can supply?   New Rochelle 
has high rise buildings under 

Will Overdevelopment in New Rochelle Cause Major Blackouts?
construction and on the verge of 
opening?  More high rise buildings 
are in the planning stages.  Are 
residents now facing an uncertain 
future with their utilities?
   In the May 31, 2007 issue of the 
Westchester Times Tribune there 
was an article about a “looming 
Con Edison record rate hike” 
when the Atlantic Yards project in 
Brooklyn is completed.  Last year 
when their Environmental Impact 
Statement was prepared, the claim 
was made that no significant impact  
in electricity infrastructure would 
result.  Now Con Edison told a 
State Assembly committee  they are 

“strapped” and large scale projects 
will cause even greater problems.  
Daniel Goldstein is quoted, “New 
York taxpayers are forced to 
subsidize Forest City’s project so 
the developer can make enormous 
profits.”
   The City Council of New Rochelle 
in June held hearings on the Final 
Environmental Impact State for 
the Simone proposal on Church 
Division Streets off Main Street 
for a high rise building of nearly 
50 stories.   Examining the Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement 
(DEIS) from last year produced 
scant evidence of any concern for 

needing more supplies of electric 
and gas utilities.  In the first 
volume (page 3b-11) Con Edison, 
according to a representative from 
Saccardi and Schiff, Inc., claimed 
they can supply the electricity and 
gas for the project.  Volume II of 
this same DEIS  (page 3) has a 
question about whether the utility 
has sufficient capacity to allow 
a utility connection and whether 
any improvements would be 
necessary for construction.  The 
printed answers were TBD (to 
be determined). This DEIS list 
of approvals includes such usual 
things as sewer and water.  But 

there is no mention of any agency 
that has to check a utility’s claim 
that it has sufficient capacity for a 
project.
   New Rochelle resident Lorraine 
Pierce feels that with all the 
overdevelopment in  the main and  
southern portions of New Rochelle 
that New Rochelle Mayor Noam 
Bramson and the present City 
Council members are not fully 
evaluating Con Edison’ s ability 
to provide sufficient gas and 
electric utilities for all present and 
pending developments.   “It’s like 
a dangerous  blackout waiting to 
happen.” 

By Joe  Klock, Sr.
 
   What was a little kid to believe? 
   With equal solemnity, my 
earliest mentors alternately 
advised me - depending on the 
point they wanted to make - either 
that “haste makes waste” or that 
“a stitch in time saves nine.” 
   Such homilies were usually 
accompanied by ominous finger-
wags, implying anything from 
bad luck to hellfire for me 
or any other heedless hearer. 
   Traditionally, old sayings are 
treated with reverence, despite 
their contradictions. This is so 
despite the reality that “someone 
once said” lends little more 
intrinsic validity to what follows 
than “I heard somewhere” or 
“I read it in the newspaper.” 
   The citation of proverbs is a 
device employed by speakers, 
writers, teachers, preachers, 
parents and barroom bloviators 
who lack the courage of their own 
convictions and feel the need to 
borrow some supportive credibility.   
   Ever in search of whimsical 

Straying from Sober Sayings in  “Proverb-Land”
wisdom, I herewith present 
a few variations on familiar 
quotes, first stressing that I wish 
to violate no shrines or launch 
a tsunami of indignant protests. 
   Some of the following is 
strictly for fun, but it might be 
seasoned with food for thought, 
graffiti, or bumper sticker display. 
   Ready? A bird in the hand is an 
indication of road rage. Absinthe 
makes the heart grow fonder. All 
work and no play makes a lot of 
Jack. Beauty is only skin deep, 
but ugly goes clear to the bone. 
Better the devil you know than 
an angel with fake wings. Many 
hands make light work, but lousy 
vegetable soup. Charity begins 
with a groan. Curiosity killed the 
cat; satisfaction gave her eight 
more lives. Do unto others as they 
would have themselves done unto. 
Don’t put off ‘til tomorrow what 
you don’t really have to do - ever. 
A woman’s place is in the home, 
helping her man with the dishes. 
It takes two to tangle. Don’t wash 
your dirty linen in public - or at all, 
if you can get somebody else to 

do it. Experience may be the best 
teacher, but the “maltuition” can 
be prohibitively high. Familiarity 
sometimes breeds contempt, but 
more frequently results in offspring. 
The race is not always to the swift, 
nor the battle to the strong, but 
that’s where the smart money is bet. 
A fool, his money, then his former 
buddies are soon parted. He who 
lies down with a fox may wake up 
with a dog (okay, a touch of sexism 
there, but cut me some slack). 
   Ready for more? Honesty is the 
best policy, and if you can fake that, 
you’ve got it made.  Hope springs 
eternal in the human breast, as does 
hype in TV commercials. Money 

isn’t everything, but it’s right 
up there with oxygen and blood 
supply. Never underestimate the 
power of silence. Nothing in life is 
certain except death, taxes and lying 
politicians.  An ounce of prevention 
is worth a pound of explanations. 
Outside of a good book, a dog is 
man’s best friend; inside a dog, 
it’s much too dark to read. There 
is more than one way, but no 
defensible reason, to skin a cat. 
Robbing Peter to pay Paul is poor 
money management and a major 
irritant to Peter. A Rolling Stone 
gathers middle-aged groupies. The 
more you get, the more you’ve got. 
The Pen is mightier than a lenient 
judge.  There is more honor among 
thieves than among false friends. 
The early bird catches the worm, but 
the second mouse gets the cheese. 
There’s no fool like an old fool; you 
just can’t beat all that experience. 
People who live in glass houses 
should not practice indoor archery. 
Time heals all wounds and, one 
hopes, eventually wounds all heels.  
   A final few: The boys who die 
with the most toys are no less dead. 

To err is human; to forgive is about 
as easy as throwing away flypaper. 
You can’t please everyone, so start 
being nice to the only person you’re 
absolutely certain will show up 
for your funeral, regardless of the 
weather. The proof of the putting 
is in the getting. They also serve 
who only stand and wait, but they 
also tend to become roadkill on 
the highway of life. Too many 
crooks spoil the government. Two 
is company; three or more is a 
committee. Where there’s a will, 
there’s at least one disappointed 
relative. Two wrongs do not settle 
a fight. What you don’t know 
may not hurt you, but neither will 
it do you a helluva lot of good. 
   Or so they say, anyway.
 

Freelance wordworker Joe Klock, 
Sr. (joeklock@aol.com) is a winter 
Floridian who summers on Golden 

Pond in New Hampshire. More 
of his “Klockwork,” is at www.

joeklock.com.
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the school buildings? Have they 
figured out that there is absolutely 
no impact whatsoever from those 
most recently hired? Will Mr. 
Pierorazio still manage to survive 
his third year as superintendent 
without accomplishment and still 
be able to persuade City Hall to 
extend his contract?  This last one 
is easy, because as long as he does 
what Amicone, through Mirjaj and 
Dunne tell him to do, he is as good 
as gold!
   Narrowing the overall focus 
on education to an unspoken 
agenda, that is, jobs for friends 
already appearing - a certain Mr. 
Flathe, comes to mind; quietly 
renaming Museum Middle School 
to Riverside High School, with its 
specialty in engineering studies, 
we have digressed from education. 
Mr. Pierorazio has created a public 
prep school to “feed” students 
to Manhattan College for their 
program. It makes the elite parents 
happy; especially from the east 
side of Yonkers, because their 

The Mandarin Candidate
From Page 1

Republican vote can be “tapped,” 
It makes Mayor Amicone happy 
to directly assist his alma mater, 
the Manhattan College School 
of Engineering. In reality, it also 
makes Bernadette Dunne, third year 
President of the Yonkers Board of 
Education (BoE) by acclamation by 
Mayor Amicone happy. Her, as of 
yet unresolved conflict of interest 
working for Manhattan College 
in bringing “home” more student 
business, along with her ability 
to promote her administrative 
program that she allegedly teaches 
at BoE Headquarters on her off-
campus days, which is usually 
when she has school administrators 
“volunteer” to teach them, what will 
she do now that the administrative 
ranks have been thinned out? She 
simply can’t move her “candidates” 
from Manhattan College into 
principalships fast enough! Let’s 
see, School 21 and Pulaski come to 
mind because two of her protégés 
are there now. Gee, weren’t they 
the two schools that just dropped in 
their test scores this year under their 

new talented leadership? (Where 
are you Mr. Zisman?) And let’s not 
forget the Board of Trustees who 
love the rarified air of academia, and 
of course Mr. Pierorazio himself, 
who will take a pat on the back, for 
all they have “accomplished?”
   Getting back to China, who 
else was part of this Mandarin 
idea? To his east side Republican 
audience, Mayor Amicone will 
soon be touting how his business 
approach in education has carved 
out a building for the minority who 
will enjoy the small individualized 
classes in engineering, Mandarin, 
and what else, advanced golf?
This is just like economic 
development in our city. Tell no one 
your plan – just announce them. No 
discussion. You know they have the 
best ideas. Invite in favorite people, 
institutions, or program developers, 
and tell everyone how great it is and 
pat yourself on the back.
   Did Mr. Pierorazio get back from 
China yet?

By Andrea Stewart-Cousins and 
Toby Ann Stavisky, New York 
State Senators

   From high-school seniors 
receiving their diploma or 
undergraduates beginning summer 
classes to bring themselves 
closer to their own graduation 
day, college is on the minds of 
many students this time of year. 
   Most will continue their education 
right here in New York, home to 
some of the best institutions of 
higher learning. With more than 
300 State University of New 
York (SUNY), City University of 
New York (CUNY) and private 
colleges and universities (second 
behind only California) educating 
over one-and-a-quarter-million 
students, our state can be justifiably 
proud of its status as a world 
leader in postsecondary education. 
   That status, however, is being 
jeopardized by the skyrocketing cost 
of higher education, which threatens 
to keep more and more students 
from ever setting foot on a college 
campus, at a time when wages for 
middle-class workers have stalled. 
This has us deeply concerned. 
   The average annual cost of 
a private college education – 
including tuition, room, board and 
books -- is $30,000. At a public 
institution, it is $13,000. Either way, 
many parents are struggling to send 
their children to college. Even after 
graduation, the price tag grows: 
The Department of Education 

Rising College Costs Create a Crisis for 
9-to-5 Families

says today’s college graduates 
have twice as much debt as their 
predecessors in the mid-1990’s. 
   The future of our state depends on 
the ability of middle-class families 
to afford -- and children to receive 
-- a quality college education. 
SUNY and CUNY were built on 
the idea of making sure all students 
have access to higher education. We 
believe it is critically important to 
ensure that those New Yorkers who 
want to go to college can afford it. 
   Governor Spitzer should be 
applauded for creating a commission 
to look into ways to improve New 
York’s higher education system. 
The Governor wants to turn 
SUNY into an economic engine 
to create jobs for what he calls 
an innovative economy. That’s a 
laudable goal, but we will never get 
there unless we can keep college 
affordable for all New Yorkers. 
   Senate Democrats supported 

increases in funding for SUNY and 
CUNY, and state aid programs such 
as HEOP and TAP. We have since 
proposed a $180 million expansion 
of TAP for all college students. 
   We also believe that there are 
other ways to help 9-to-5 families 
with college-bound children, such 
as offering a $10,000-a-year tax 
deduction for tuition expenses, 
scholarships for low-income 
students who choose to pursue 
careers in math, science, technology 
and engineering, and tuition price 
controls to slow down spiraling costs. 
   Community colleges are another 
attractive option that should be 
heavily emphasized to college-
bound students. This will give them 
a chance to take the bulk of their 
college curriculum closer to home 
while saving money in the process. 
   Regardless of the ideas and 
solutions offered, we must work 
together with a sense of urgency 
to solve this crisis. The longer we 
wait, the greater the likelihood that 
the next generation of young men 
and women in our state will have 
less opportunity to succeed than 
their parents. The cost of that public 
policy failure cannot be measured.

 
State Senator Andrea Stewart-

Cousins (D-Yonkers) is the ranking 
member on the Senate Committee 

on Local Government. State 
Senator Toby Ann Stavisky (D-

Flushing) is the ranking member 
on the Senate Committee on 

Higher Education.

SOMERS, NY -- Assemblyman 
Greg Ball (R – Carmel) last week 
announced that the New York State 
Archives, in conjunction with 
the Local Government Records 
Advisory Council, has awarded 
the Town of Somers with two 
Local Government Records grants.  
 “I am very pleased that the Town 
of Somers has been awarded these 
two outstanding grants.  They 
will help our community a great 
deal and I’d like to thank the 
New York State Archives and 
the Local Government Records 
Advisory Council,” said Ball.  
Specifically, the grants, totaling 
nearly $70,000, will be used for 
the town’s Department of Planning 
and Engineering’s Geographic 
Information Systems as well as 
helping the town input all meeting 
minutes (back through 1960) 
into an electronic database.  The 
grants are supported by the Local 
Government Records Management 
Improvement Fund, first established 

in 1989 by the State Legislature.  
   “The Town of Somers is very 
grateful for these two record 
management grants which will 
allow the Town to implement a much 
needed geographic information 
system to integrate planning, 
engineering, building, and assessor 
functions for more detailed and 
coordinated review and analysis,” 
said Mary Beth Murphy, Somers 
Town Supervisor.  “In addition, 
the Town Clerk will now be able 
to readily perform an automated 

search of Town Board minutes 
from 1960 to present, greatly 
enhancing our ability to serve 
the public.  Our thanks to all who 
helped make these grants possible.” 
   Town Clerk Kathleen Pacella 
stated, “The State Archivist’s office 
has been very helpful in the past and 
we really appreciate them helping 
Somers again.  I want to thank 
them from the bottom of my heart 
– this money is going to really help.  
I can’t say enough about them.  
They are absolutely phenomenal.”  
   The New York State Archives 
offers grants to local governments 
and community organizations to 
support the management of the 
millions of pieces of information 
kept in public records.  This year 
the New York State Archives is 
awarding approximately $10 million 
in grants across the state, averaging 
$26,233 per Local Government 
Record grant. 

Ball Announces Grants for Town 
Of Somers

85-61 Gay Marriage Bill 
Assembly Vote 
Shames New York   

   Most New Yorkers do not approve 
of gay marriage, but lawmakers 
here, as in Massachusetts, have 
refused to hear the majority voice. 
Daniel O’Donnell says this bill has 
nothing to do with religion - and he 
is right. Same sex unions will never 
be moral even if made legal. For 
the religious there is a higher law, 
calling same sex unions immoral, 
unnatural, and unreasonable.
   The apostate church would have 
you believe otherwise, but science 
and Scripture are not in their favor. 

Letters to the Editor
(Genesis 2:24) The institution of 
marriage is historically defined as 
a man and a women functioning 
in relationship as husband and wife. 
Those with ability to procreate and 
then nurture a child are known 
as mother and father to their 
offspring.  This is called family. 
An early Supreme Court 1885 
(Murphy v Ramsey 114 US 15, 
45) defines this social institution 
“a holy estate…..a sure foundation 
of all that is stable and noble in our 
civilization.”  Imperfect people in 
an imperfect world do not always 
attain God’s intent, but we must 
agree with it. Let us not retreat 
from the conjugal conception of 
marriage. 

   This is not a civil rights 
issue.  Sexual orientation is not 
immutable like skin color. This 
is an attempt for affirmation, 
and a redefining of marriage and 
the  family. Gay activist, Michael 
Swift states, “The family unit which 
only dampens imagination and 
curbs free will must be eliminated.”  
Pope John Paul ll states “as the 
family goes, so goes the nation 
and the whole world in which we 
live”. Marriage and the family unit 
do not need transformation; the 
heart of man does.

Jeanne Sparks
New Rochelle, NY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- 
Congresswoman Nita Lowey (D-
Westchester/Rockland), a senior 
member of the House Appropriations 
Committee, announced today that 
she secured $700,000 for critical 
sewer upgrades in the House version 
of the Fiscal Year 2008 Interior 
Appropriations bill.  The funding 
comes a month after the House 
and Senate passed the Emergency 
Supplemental Appropriations bill, 
in which Congresswoman Lowey 
secured more than $20 million for 
flood mitigation projects in response 
to the April Nor’easter that flooded 
our area.
   “Since my election to Congress, 
I have worked diligently with local 
officials to secure federal funds to 
improve our communities,” said 

Lowey Secures Funding for Critical 
Sewer Upgrades

Upgrades will Help Communities Prevent Future Flooding
Lowey.  “These funds will help to 
improve critical infrastructure in 
Rye, Mamaroneck, and Briarcliff 
Manor, and to prevent future flood 
damage.  In light of the recent 
Nor’easter and the devastating 
flooding it caused, ensuring that our 
sewer systems are better prepared 
for heavy rain is vitally important.”
   Lowey secured funding for the 
sewer upgrades in the form of 
State and Tribal Assistance Grants 
(STAG).  The grants include 
$200,000 for sewer pump station 
repairs in the City of Rye, $200,000 
for sewer system upgrades in 
the Village of Mamaroneck, and 
$300,000 for sewer upgrades in the 
Village of Briarcliff Manor.  
   The bill also includes $100,000 
for the restoration of the Sleepy 

Hollow lighthouse from the Save 
America’s Treasures Program.
   “The Sleepy Hollow lighthouse 
is a real treasure, and this funding 
will help preserve it for generations 
to come.  These federal dollars will 
help relieve the financial burdens 
on our local governments so they 
can focus on providing essential 
services.  I will continue working 
with our schools, communities, and 
organizations to make our area an 
even better place to live and work,” 
Lowey closed.
   The Senate is expected to consider 
its version of the FY08 Interior 
Appropriations bill early next 
month.  Lowey said she will fight to 
preserve these funds in the final bill 
that will be sent to the President.

MOUNT KISCO, NY -- County 
Board Chair Bill Ryan and Majority 
Leader Marty Rogowsky toured 
commercial space in Mt. Kisco last 
week as they continued their search 
for suitable headquarters for the 
county’s Board of Elections. The 
site at 333 North Bedford Road, 
a former grocery store warehouse 
and distribution center, is massive. 
Several tenants are moving in and 
there is more than enough unrented 
space to accommodate the county’s 
needs for front office and voting 
machine warehouse space.  
   The legislators were prompted 
to survey sites after a legislative 
proposal for space at 450 Saw Mill 
River Road in Elmsford collapsed 
because it lacked sufficient support 

Ryan, Rogowsky Search in Mt. Kisco 
for New Home for the Board 

Of Elections  
among the legislators.  
   “The county needs to be in 
compliance with the federal Help 
America Vote Act (HAVA),” 
said Ryan. “We’ll have 
staffing requirements and new 
responsibilities as the owner and 
custodian of the county’s voting 
machines. It’s likely that we’ll be 
storing centrally, as opposed to 
community-by-community. We 
need to prepare for the change.”  
   “The site in Mt. Kisco has what’s 
needed in terms of square footage,” 
said Rogowsky. “It’s accessible by 
public transportation, has adequate 
parking and will be built to suit by 
the landlord. The site is centrally 
located in the county. My only other 
concern is that it be a suitable work 

environment for our employees.” 
   Under the Help America Vote 
Act (HAVA), the county must take 
complete control of local elections. 
This mandate has necessitated 
a reorganization of the county 
Board of Elections. In addition to 
its usual function to manage voter 
registrations, going forward, it must 
also provide a central storage space 
for voting machines.  
   The Board of Elections, now 
located in downtown White Plains, 
has outgrown its current quarters. 
The operation requires roughly 
17,000 square feet but now occupies 
a 7,000 square foot space which is 
totally inadequate.  

By Peggy Godfrey

 
NEW ROCHELLE, NY -
- Twice the County Board of 
Legislators balked on voting on 
the Westhab affordable housing 
proposal for 25 apartments on 
Clinton Place, in New Rochelle.  
But they have now come together 
to vote for these affordable housing 
units.  Only Minority Leader 
George Oros voted against it.  
   Previous to the vote, a petition of 
more than l00 names in opposition 
to the proposal, many of them 
residents of the co-op building 
across the street on Clinton Place 
had been forwarded to the County 
Legislators.  Neighborhood 
opposition had centered on 
the lack of parking and traffic 
congestion because the residents 
and their County Legislator James 
Maisano favored ownership of the 
units.  Despite these sentiments, 
which had been expressed 
previously, the New Rochelle 
Planning Board had approved the 
plan several months ago.  
   Later Westhab wanted to use the 
funding of this newly proposed 

County Board of Legislators 
Balk, Then Approve 

Westhab Project

Westchester Housing Bond Trust.  
The New Rochelle City Council 
approved it at a special meeting 
so there were no hearings and no 
opportunity for public comments 
on the vote they took which was 
5-1 (Councilman Michael Boyle 
dissenting).
   County Legislator James Maisano 
had stated, “… I have voted for 
many affordable housing projects 
in other districts that featured 
home ownership, and I expect 
the same for my district.  Also, 
the cost of $2 Million for only 
25 units of rental housing is also 
a cause for concern.”  However, 
later he relented by arranging a 
compromise between the residents 
of Clinton Place and Westhab for 
the project which would consist of  
apartments for seniors and  veterans  
as well as school district, public 
agency and municipal workers with 
incomes from $28,950 to $67,550.  
This compromise was approved by 
the County Legislators.

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- The 
Westchester GOP Executive 
Committee unanimously chose 
Douglas Colety of New Rochelle 
as the new Westchester Republican 
County Committee Chairman. The 
vote was cast on Wednesday, June 
27, 2007.
   Colety said, “I am humbled by the 
support of the Executive Committee 
and I am committed to working 
hard with my fellow Republicans 
countywide to earn their confidence 
as we move forward in a unified 
way to rebuild our Party.”  
   Colety’s pledged to strengthen the 
Westchester GOP by energizing the 
grassroots of the party.  Said Colety, 
“While we our outnumbered in 
Westchester by a significant margin, 
we can still raise the necessary 
funds to effectively communicate a 
message that resonates with voters.  
Working together, I know that we 
can be victorious in November.” 
   Colety emphasized the importance 
of this local election year where 
Westchester voters will elect 

the 17 Members of the Board of 
Legislators, the Mayors of Yonkers, 
Peekskill, and New Rochelle, and 
decide critical local races in every 
town and city, as well as, seats for 
Supreme, County and Family Court.  
   Doug Colety has been active in 
Westchester Republican politics for 

more than 25 years.  In addition to 
his new role as county chairman, 
he currently holds positions at the 
state and local levels as a Member 
of the New York Republican State 
Committee and Chairman of the 
New Rochelle Republican City 
Committee. 
   Prior to being elected county 
chairman, Colety served as Secretary 
of the Westchester Republican 
County Committee since 2001 
in the administrations of former 
county chairs Jim Cavanaugh and 
RoseMarie Panio. 
   Chairwoman Panio stepped 
down on June 15, 2007 to run 
for Supervisor of the Town of 
Yorktown.  Colety will fill the 
remainder of Panio’s term until the 
Westchester Republican County 
Committee has its reorganization 
meeting in September to elect the 
chairman for a two-year term.  
Colety will be seeking election in 
November. 

Douglas Colety Elected
County GOP Chairman

Executive Committee Unanimously
ElectsNew Rochelle
Republican Leader
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Face It – 
Elder Abuse   
Happens

Talk To Us. 
Elder Abuse Helpline
914-813-6436

Andrew J. Spano, Westchester County Executive
County Board of Legislators

the operating suites.  The project 
includes two new specialty 
operating rooms that are 50% larger 
than the typical rooms to provide 
the staff with all of the equipment 
and supplies proximate to the site 
of the surgery.  For the patients 
and their families, the windowless 
recovery room has been replaced 
with one where every recovery 
spot is in a windowed space so that 
they can awake in a life affirming 
environment,” states David 
Ginsberg, principal at Perkins 
Eastman. 
   The firms of Perkins Eastman, 
and Barr & Barr, Inc., experts in 
healthcare design and construction, 
both located in New York City 
are handling this 133,000 square 
foot major expansion. They have 
worked together on numerous 
healthcare projects.  Barr & Barr, 
Inc., which recently celebrated their 
80th Anniversary, is no stranger to 
the Westchester area.  Some of their 
many Westchester projects include: 
Field Home/Holy Comforter, 
Northern Westchester Hospital, 
Lawrence Hospital, Sound Shore 
Medical Center, White Plains 
Hospital, Phelps Memorial Hospital 
and St. Joseph’s Hospital.  Perkins 
Eastman clients in Westchester 
include:  Westchester Medical 
Center, White Plains Hospital, 
Phelps Memorial Hospital and 
Northern Westchester Hospital.

Hudson Valley Hospital

YONKERS, NY -- Dr. Iyad N. 
Annabi was recently named 
Medical Director of the Michael N. 
Malotz Skilled Nursing Pavilion in 
Yonkers. 
   Dr. Annabi is in private practice in 
Yonkers at the Westchester Family 
Medical Practice. He has privileges 
at both St. John’s Riverside Hospital 
and Community Hospital at Dobbs 
Ferry. Dr. Annabi is presently a 
board member on the Board of 
Trustees at St. John’s Riverside 
Hospital. 
   Dr. Annabi attended Fordham 
University, Autonomous University 
of Guadalajara, and New York 
Medical College. He is Board 
Certified in Family Medicine. 
   As Medical Director of the Malotz 
Pavilion, Dr. Annabi oversees all 
clinical care given to patients. He 
assists in selecting physicians, 
changing policy, performance 
improvement, and ensuring patients 
receive the highest quality of care. 
   The Malotz Pavilion is a 120-

Dr. Iyad Annabi Named 
Medical Director

bed Skilled Nursing facility where 
resident’s psychological and social 
needs receive the same attention as 
their medical care.
   The Malotz Skilled Nursing 
Pavilion is a member of the 
Riverside Health Care System, 
whose other members include: 
St. John’s Riverside Hospital, 
Community Hospital at Dobbs 
Ferry, and the Cochran School of 
Nursing. 

RIO DE JANEIRO, BRASIL -- 
Purchase College Professor David 
Grill is the lighting designer for the 
opening and closing ceremonies for 
this year’s Pan-American Games 
being held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 
July 13-29. Grill is a Purchase 
alumnus and an Emmy award-
winning lighting director. 
   An Assistant Professor of Theatre 
Design/Technology in the School of 
the Arts, Conservatory of Theatre 
Arts and Film, he received a 2002 
Emmy Award for Outstanding 
Lighting Direction for his work 
on the 2002 Winter Olympics. He 
was the Lighting Director for the 
Opening and Closing Ceremonies. 
   Grill has designed lighting for 
theatre, dance, television, video 
and industrials, taking him from the 
Great Wall of China to the Great 
Stage of Radio City Music Hall. He 
was the lighting director for Super 
Bowls XLI, XL, XXXV,  XXXIII 

David Grill Lights the 
PanAm Games

and XXXII and for the Radio City 
Christmas Spectacular for several 
years. 

Purchase College Professor David 
Grill is the lighting director for the 
Pan Am Games being held in Rio 

de Janeiro July 13-29.

YONKERS, NY – James J. Landy, 
President and CEO of Hudson 
Valley Bank, has announced that 
Mary Ann E. Alonso has joined 
the Bank as Vice President and 
Trust Officer in the Investment 
Management and Trust Department. 
As Vice President, Mrs. Alonso is 
responsible for the administration 
and business development of Trust 
relationships, serving as direct 
client manager to assist clients 
with trust services and coordinating 
bank-wide services to client-based 
attorneys, accountants and advisors 
in the metropolitan area.
   Mrs. Alonso started her banking 
career over 25 years ago at Bankers 
Trust Company. She held a 
number of positions of increasing 
responsibility at Bankers Trust 
Company and Fiduciary Trust 
Company International.  From 
1996 to 2007, she served as Vice 
President and Senior Trust Officer 
for Fiduciary Trust Company.
   Mrs. Alonso received a Bachelor 

Alonso Joins Hudson Valley Bank

of Arts degree with honors from The 
College of New Rochelle and is a 
certified New York State Paralegal. 
A resident of Port Chester, Mrs. 
Alonso has served as a Board of 
Director of The Kensico Cemetery 
since 1990. She is chairperson of 
The Kensico Cemetery Nominating 
and Data Systems Committees and 
a member of the Audit, Benefits, 
and Pension Committees.

   “Mary Ann brings a wealth of 
knowledge and experience to 
her position and is committed to 
providing exceptional service for 
her clients,” Mr. Landy said. “She is 
a welcome addition to the Bank.”
   Hudson Valley Bank provides 
comprehensive investment 
management and trust services 
for individuals, foundations and 
businesses, including supplemental 
needs trusts, charitable trusts, 
irrevocable and revocable living 
trusts and guardianships. Hudson 
Valley Bank will act as a Trustee 
or a Co-Trustee with a family 
member or friend on Trusts, as 
well as an Executor under a Will 
Appointment. 
For additional information about 
Hudson Valley’s investment 
management and trust services, 
please call Mrs. Alonso at (914) 
771-3222. Further information 
on Hudson Valley Bank may be 
obtained on its web-site at www.
hudsonvalleybank.com

PELHAM, NY -- Harquin 
Creative Group won 14 “Big W” 
awards at the Advertising Club of 
Westchester’s 36th annual Gala, 
held at Tappan Hill in Tarrytown on 
June 6th. The advertising/marketing 
industry’s premier event recognized 
the best work produced by firms 
in Westchester, Rockland and 
Fairfield counties in 2006; winners 
were selected from more than 300 
submissions in 58 categories.
   Harquin Creative Group won 
awards for work created for 
a variety of clients, including 
Country Bank, Monroe College, the 
Westchester Library System, Aging 
in America and Family Services of 
Westchester. “The Big W Awards 
recognize marketing innovation, 
creative excellence and successful 
implementation of a marketing 
initiative,” explained Harquin’s 

Harquin Creative Group Wins 14  
“Big W” Awards

            Advertising Club of Westchester Recognizes Firm’s Excellence

Creative Director, Sherry Bruck, 
“so we were delighted to win on 
behalf of our clients.”
   Harquin Creative Group is a 
strategic-thinking creative firm 
specializing in providing planning, 
design, print and interactive 
services to educators, libraries, 
government agencies, fundraisers 

and arts organizations. “We 
help our clients develop their 
brand identity into compelling 
campaigns,” says Bruck. “Having 
a strong brand identity allows our 
clients to deliver their message to 
their target audience effectively.” 
Harquin Creative Group is located 
in Pelham, New York; for more 
information visit their website at 
www.harquin.com. 
    The Advertising Club of 
Westchester, Inc. was founded in 
1968 to improve communications 
and relations among people in 
advertising, public relations, media, 
business, the professions, sales 
promotion, academic, creative, 
graphic, cultural areas, and the 
community at large. For more 
information visit their website: 
http://www.acw.org.

Spot of Elegance Unisex 
Salon Grand Opening

The Yonkers Downtown/Waterfront BID (YDWBID) recently welcomed 
Spot of Elegance Unisex Salon to the area with a grand opening and 

ribbon cutting ceremony at its new location at 19 Main Street.   

Farmer’s 
Market to 
Open at 

St. John’s 
Episcopal 
Church

YONKERS, NY – To the delight 
of the community, the long 
awaited produce and goods sold 
at the Farmer’s Market held in 
courtyard of St. John’s Episcopal 
Church begins today. July 5th, 
and every Thursday thereafter.  

WESTCHESTER, NY -- As the 
summer days grow longer, so does 
the menu board at Starbucks with 
enticing new salads and snacks, 
as well as berry-licious Raspberry 
Mocha beverages.  
   “Berry” Fresh Delights Just in 
Time for Summer
   For a truly refreshing experience, 
Starbucks has paired the flavors 
of fresh raspberries and delectable 
chocolate, inspired by the very 
sweetness of summer.  Customers 
can now enjoy the new Raspberry 
Mocha Frappuccino® blended 
coffee to cool off on a hot summer 
afternoon.  Starbucks is also 
excited to offer customers the new 
Raspberry Mocha Frappuccino® 
Light blended coffee for a lighter 
option with 1/3 fewer calories. The 
Iced Raspberry Mocha, made with 
Starbucks® signature Espresso 
Roast, is also available hot for those 
breezy summer nights.   
   Simple Food Made Extraordinary 
with New Selection of Lunches
   Palate pleasing salads, snacks and 
sweet parfaits will leave customers 
delighted as they pick up a lunch 
with their latte.  Beginning last 
week, on June 26, in fact,  Starbucks 
expanded its lunch offerings at the 
more than 4,400 Starbucks stores 
in the United States that currently 
offer lunch.  Starbucks newest fresh 
lunch selections and snacks are 
made with wholesome ingredients 
that will tantalize the taste buds.  
Inspired by savory spices and 
eclectic essences from around the 
world, the lunch selections include 
national and regional specialties.
   The national selections feature the 
Tomato Mozzarella Insalata, a taste 

Starbucks Adds 
Delectable Dishes and 

Refreshing Beverages to 
Menu this Summer

Menu Expands to Meet Coffee Customer’s 
Needs with a New Lineup 

of Beverages and Lunch Offerings  

of classic Italian freshness, and the 
Fiesta Salad, a mouthwatering fire-
roasted corn and black bean salad 
topped with juicy grilled chicken.   
   Customers can also take a break 
with two new delightful and 
delicious yogurt parfaits available 
nationwide – the Peachy Raspberry 
and Strawberry Banana.  These 
fruity flavor concoctions will satisfy 
your sweet snack cravings.  
   The regional selections are tailored 
to meet the specific taste preferences 
of each market so customers can get 
the tastes they prefer at their own 
local Starbucks. Regional selections 
include the White Chicken Curry 
with Couscous, Albacore Tuna 
Penne, Champagne Pasta Salad, 
Bowtie Pasta with Goat Cheese, 
and the Asian Sesame Noodle Salad 
available throughout Westchester 
County.
   Visit your local Starbucks to try 
one of the many innovative flavors 
of summer. 

you are seeking to work for? While 
you can and should do research on 
news and trends in your field, you 
should also ask people directly in 
your personal networking.
3. Resume Review: Have 
professionals in your field or 
industry review your resume to 
offer feedback and advice. Most 
jobseekers have a career counselor or 
resume expert review their resume, 
which is fine, but you should also 
have people in your industry review 
it; they will often have valuable 
advice and suggestions. You may 
also get lucky and hear, “I like your 
resume! I’ll send it to or “We have 
an opening coming up soon you 
might be a good match for. Why 
don’t you come in tomorrow at 10, 
and we can speak more about it!”
4. Events: Andrea Nierenberg, 
author of “Non-Stop Networking: 
How to Improve Your Life, Luck 
and Career,” and other Networking 
books, recommends that all 
jobseekers attend at least one 
Networking event a week. This 
includes jobfairs, trade shows, 
conferences, meetings, classes, 
workshops, job groups or job clubs, 
community events... in other words, 
any function where you can meet 
new people and do some personal 
and strategic networking. So, ask 
people what events they know 
of that you can attend, including 
business and social events.
5. Websites: Some estimates 
indicate there are more than 60,000 
job and career related websites! 
That’s beyond overwhelming, so 
it’s obviously more than helpful to 
get advice and recommendations 
from people as to which sites they 
believe are worth spending time on 
for your job search and research.
6. Credentials: Our job market is 
credentials based. If you haven’t 
updated your skills lately, you 
might need to take some classes 
and upgrade or perhaps even obtain 
a certification or license that would 
make you truly marketable in your 
field. Again, you can do research 
on this topic, but you can also ask 
people in the field, as skills sets, 
especially in the IT and Health 
Care fields, do need to be upgraded 
regularly, In Education, it’s 
virtually impossible now to obtain 
and maintain a good teaching job 
without earning a Master’s degree. 
In Business, earning an MBA may 
be essential to advancing your 
career. And so on.
7. Practice your “Sales/Elevator” 
Pitch: When Job Networking, 
you need a 15-60 second “pitch,” 
in which you basically market 
yourself to prospects, much as a 

Top 10 Questions to Ask 
When Networking

salesperson markets the product 
to prospective buyers. Most career 
consultants indicate your pitch 
should contain a brief highlight of 
your primary strengths, experience, 
accomplishments and qualifications, 
as relating to the type of work you 
are seeking, while also emphasizing 
what you can contribute to this or 
any potential employer. It takes skill 
and practice to craft and effectively 
deliver this pitch, so ask people if 
you can practice, and listen to their 
feedback and advice. Laura Allen 
is a career consultant with strong 
business experience who founded 
www.l5secondpitch.com in 2003, 
a terrific site to help you with this 
important networking tool.
8. Professional Associations & 
Organizations: Ask people which 
professional associations and 
organizations they belong to or 
recommend, as joining one or more 
of these groups is one of the most 
effective ways to network for jobs. 
Often you can attend group events 
even without or before joining, 
but joining is the ideal way to go. 
Again, you can learn more from the 
Internet and the public library.
9. Job Openings: This is 
traditionally what people ask about 
in their Job Networking. But I have 
deliberately listed this near the 
end of my list, because there are 
so many other relevant, important 
questions to ask first, before you 
put people “on the spot” by asking 
about job openings. Often, people 
don’t know of any openings, so that 
could limit your conversation, but 
most people will be able to share 
information on one or more of the 
topics in this article. By the way, 
don’t limit yourself - when you 
ask about job openings, include 
part-time jobs, full-time jobs, temp 
jobs, consultant or contract jobs, 
even volunteer positions, in your 
request.
10. Resources/Information/
Advice: These are 3 great words 
to use in your Job Networking, as 
they can help you learn new tips 
and tools to utilize in your job 
search, and may yield results not 
covered in this top ten list. Happy 
Networking! 

Andy Wainer is a Career 
Counselorfor the Westchester One 

Stop Employment Centers
(as a Partner for Westchester 

Community College)
and also owns his own 

Career Counseling/Coaching 
business, Career-Power. 

Visit him at
www.career-power.com

To
advertise 
with the 

WTT, 
contact 

Jay 
Santiago at
WTTads@
gmail.com
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DOBBS FERRY, NY -- St. 
Christopher’s Inc., a private 
children’s services agency, hosted a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony dedicating 
its newly renovated Family 
Visitation Center on Thursday, June 
21, 2007 at its Dobbs Ferry Campus. 
Among the participants were 
Dobbs Ferry Mayor Joseph Bova; 
Patricia Sheehy, Regional Director, 
New York State Office of Children 
and Family Services; Michael D. 
Stalones, Executive Director, The 
Joseph LeRoy and Ann Warner 
Foundation; and Margaret Berger, 
Executive Director, Ronald 
McDonald House Charities. 
   “The Family Visitation Center will 
provide families with a comfortable, 
nurturing place for parents to visit 
and interact with their children,” 
said Dr. Robert E. Maher, Executive 
Director, St. Christopher’s, Inc. 
“Parents will work with our clinical 
staff to determine their child’s 
strengths and the steps they can 
take to ease their child’s return 

St. Christopher’s Dedicates New Family Visitation Center
Addition of New PARTNERS Program Will Help Parents Develop Interactive Skills

Left to Right: Michael D. Stalones, Executive Director, The LeRoy and Ann Warner 
Foundation, contributors to the Center’s restoration; Lucille Scott, whose daughter, Nika attends 

St. Christopher’s; Patricia Sheehy, Regional Director, New York State Office of Children and Family Services; 
and Dr. Robert E. Maher, Executive Director, St. Christopher’s, Inc.

to community living. We look 
forward to the challenge of creating 
and expanding programs that help 
St. Christopher’s build a bridge 
between residential and community 
life for children and appreciate the 
support of our sponsors, Board of 
Directors and staff in making the 
Center a reality.”  
   Programs at the Family Visitation 
Center are designed to provide 
parents with the support they need 
to develop the skills to successfully 
manage their children at home. In 
order to promote a more home-
like environment, the Center was 
renovated from the ground up. 
According to Dr. Maher, renovations 
to the Center include refurbished 
bedrooms, a remodeled kitchen and 
new furniture.  
   Funding for the Center was 
provided by grants from the Ronald 
McDonald House Charities of 
the New York Tri-State Area and 
the Joseph Leroy and Ann C. 
Warner Fund. “Ronald McDonald 

House Charities is committed to 
supporting organizations such as 
St. Christopher’s, who provide 
an invaluable service to our 
community by addressing the needs 
of children,” said Margaret Berger, 
Executive Director. “Our grant is 
indeed reflective of our mission....
that of creating, finding and 
supporting programs that directly 
improve the lives of children in the 
areas of health, education, social 
and civic issues and the arts.  The 
progress and well-being of a 
community is a collaborative effort, 
and we are pleased to support 
not-profit organizations offering 
programs that benefit children and 
their families.”  
   The grants also provide funds for a 
new program, PARTNERS (Parents 
Actively Reaching to Nurture 
Educated Responsible Students). 
PARTNERS will explore positive 
parenting techniques and methods 
to enhance the way family members 
communicate. 

WHITE PLAINS, NY --Westchester 
Self-Help Clearinghouse, a program 
of Westchester Jewish Community 
Services (WJCS), announces the 
publication of the 16th edition of 
the Directory of Self-Help Groups 
in Westchester County.
   A comprehensive guide to more 
than 260 mutual support groups 
that meet throughout the county, the 
Directory is an excellent resource for 
people who seek support groups for 
a myriad of difficult life situations. 
The groups listed primarily are peer-
led, center on a common situation, 
and give individuals an opportunity 
for creative problem solving and 
support in an encouraging and 
understanding atmosphere.
   “Eight to twelve million 
Americans regularly attend some 
type of mutual support group,” says 
Lenore Rosenbaum, Director of 
the Clearinghouse.” Meeting with 

2007-08 Directory of 
Self-Help Groups in 
Westchester County 

Now Available
others who understand and care can 
be a major step in coming to grips 
with personal issues, problems and 
illnesses.”
   The groups offer mutual support to 
people dealing with such concerns 
as addictions, bereavement, divorce, 
disabilities, domestic violence and 
mental or physical health issues
   For more than 25 years, 
the Westchester Self-Help 
Clearinghouse has disseminated 
information on mutual support 
groups and has helped train their 
leaders. Copies of the Directory are 
available for $25 per copy or $60 
for three.

To request an order form 
for The Directory or for 

further information about the 
Clearinghouse or a specific group, 
call Ms. Rosenbaum at 914-761-

0600, ext. 308.

MOUNT VERNON, NEW YORK 
- Mount Vernon Board of Water 
Supply urges residents to refrain 
from opening fire hydrants to 
“cool off”. The primary function 
of hydrants is to provide water to 
fight fires. When residents open the 
hydrants illegally, 
they can damage 
the operating nuts 
making the Fire 
Department no 
longer able use 
them. This places 
the neighborhood 
at risk as the Fire 
Department wastes 
precious time 
looking for a working 
hydrant. People who 
open fire hydrants can also drop 
neighborhood water pressure to 
dangerously low levels, so that 
water cannot reach the upper levels 
of apartment buildings. Flowing 
hydrants can cause other problems 
as well, since children playing in 
the street in the spray of an open 
hydrant could be hit by a car.

Unauthorized Use of 
Fire Hydrants

    The Fire Department will be 
installing sprinkler caps on certain 
hydrants throughout the City: 
* 7 Jefferson Place
* South 15th Avenue & 2nd Street
* Short Street & New Haven 
Railroad Street

* Grove Street 
playground
* Morrison Place 
(dead end)
* Madison Street 
(dead end)
* North Bond Street
* South 3rd Avenue 
between 3rd & 4th 
Street
* 126 South 7th 
Avenue
    The hours of 

operation will be from 2:00 PM to 
7:00 PM, whenever the temperature 
exceeds 85°.  Neighborhood 
associations wishing to have a 
sprinkler cap should call the Fire 
Department at 914-665-2626.  The 
site will be evaluated with respect 
to safety concerns and if approved, 
a sprinkler cap will be installed.

HARRISON, NY -- The Harrison 
Association of Teachers, AFT 
#2713, and the Harrison Board 
of Education last week reached 
a tentative agreement on a new, 
four-year contract, ending a year 
of difficult negotiations, announced 
President Karen Magee.
   Magee said negotiations 
concluded about 3 a.m., on June 27, 
2007. Details would be presented 
to the union’s membership as soon 
as possible and a ratification vote 
would be held to formally okay the 
tentative pact. 
   “This is an agreement that helps 
move the education program in 
Harrison forward,” Magee said. 
“It is sensitive to the issues facing 
taxpayers while still recognizing 
the challenges and demands of 
the teaching profession, and the 
great work Harrison teachers do 
to make our district one of the 
highest performing in Westchester 
County.” 

Harrison 
Teachers 

Reach 
Tentative 

Agreement

YONKERS, NY -- Anthony 
Martinez, Public Safety Officer at 
the Enrico Fermi School for the 
Performing Arts is the Yonkers 
Public Schools Employee of the 
Month for June 2007. Mr. Martinez 
has been a Public Safety Officer at 
the Enrico Fermi since May 1997. 
   Gloria Mendoza, Principal 
of Enrico Fermi School for the 
Performing Arts has nothing 
but praise for Mr. Martinez. Ms. 
Mendoza said, “As the only Safety 
Officer in a school with close to 
950 students, Anthony maintains 
and provides an environment that 
enables the children to feel safe 
at all times.  Each day, he greets 
and assists the parents who visit 
the school.  His genuine care and 
concern for the children, staff and 
parents are always evident.  He 
is an integral part of the Enrico 
Fermi School family and he is 

Anthony Martinez 
Designated YPS 

Employee of the Month 
June 2007

truly appreciated by the school 
administrative staff.” 
   Anthony Martinez and his wife 
Stacy, a teacher in the Yonkers 
Public Schools, have two daughters, 
Brionna and Hailey.  

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- Westchester 
County last week unveiled a new 
and ambitious effort designed to 
turn around the lives of kids who 
might otherwise drop out of high 
school and end up on the streets. 
   The $1 million program, called 
the Westchester Workforce 
Development Academy for Youth, 
is a new way to try to reach some at 
risk, hard to employ youth and get 
them on track and into college or on 
a career path.
   County Executive Andy Spano, 
who announced the program before 
the Workforce Investment Board’s 
annual meeting, said the Academy 
will work directly with schools 
and target youngsters who are 
economically disadvantaged and at 
risk of failing or dropping out.
   “We want to see these kids 
finish high school and go on to 
make something of themselves,” 
Spano said. “By redirecting them 
into academic or job training 
programs, and giving them more 

New Workforce Academy to Focus on At-Risk Youth 
Program Works with Six School Districts, Already Provides 

Summer Employment  
individual attention, we will be able 
to encourage them to take a more 
productive approach to their lives 
and set out on the career path that’s 
right for them.”
   While the county has been 
holding job fairs for years to help 
match youth with employers, that 
isn’t enough, Spano said. There is a 
need for a more intensive program 
that will build their confidence and 
self esteem, as well as increase their 
job skills.
   The Academy, which is run by 
the Westchester-Putnam Workforce 
Investment Board, is being funded 
with $1 million in state Labor 
Department funds. No county tax 
dollars were used.
   Spano also thanked the Business 
Council of Westchester and 
Westchester Community College 
for getting involved. The Business 
Council will recruit employers 
for an advisory council and offer 
employment opportunities and 
WCC will offer work readiness 

training and classes to boost basic 
math and reading skills.
   Traditionally, youth services were 
provided as after-school programs 
and youth were recruited by agencies 
that had no formal relationship with 
the high schools. The Academy is 
different because for the first time, 
the county is going directly into the 
schools and working with guidance 
counselors to identify the kids who 
need more direction.
   The teens will receive tutoring, 
vocational training, mentoring, 
summer employment, internships, 
and other support needed to get 
them into college, vocational 
training, the military, or some other 
career path.
   Youth services agencies have been 
hired to run programs in six school 
districts (Port Chester, White 
Plains, New Rochelle, Peekskill, 
Ossining and Mount Vernon). Other 
agencies are working with youth 
19-21 who are already out of school 
to provide job training, high school 

equivalency programs, mentoring, 
etc. in Peekskill, White Plains, 
New Rochelle, Mount Vernon and 
Yonkers. 
   The Academy officially began 
April 1, 2007 and plans to serve 
415 young people, 255 in schools 
and 160 out of school, over the 
next year. All participants who had 
registered with the academy by 
June 30, 2007 were to have summer 
jobs. Additional enrollments will be 
completed during the fall.
   “For whatever reason, the fact is 
that there are talented, smart and 
hardworking people whose interests 
are not reinforced in a traditional 
school setting,” said Westchester 
County Board Majority Whip José 
Alvarado, Chair of the County 
Board of Legislators’ Labor 
Committee.  “However, this does 
not mean that they don’t have the 
potential to excel in other areas.  
Anytime we can show these young 
people a positive path to success, 
we’re taking a step in the right 

direction.”
   Westchester County Board 
Majority Leader Marty Rogowsky 
agreed.
   “I am delighted the County 
Executive has proposed this 
Academy for Youth.  We need 
to find solutions to the problems 
facing these at-risk youth, and 
getting young people to focus on 
their educational or workforce 
opportunities is vital to their 
successful future.”
   The Academy replaces the 
Youth Employment Program that 
was started in July 2000 under 
the Workforce Investment Act 
(WIA) and incorporates both the in-
school and out-of-school programs  
that focus on helping youth 14 to 
21 complete high school and obtain 
a high school diploma/high school 
equivalency, acquire necessary 
workforce skills to enter the 
workforce, college or the military. 

By Lisa Fine 

Eat Out at Bloom’s 
   Have just a knish, eat lunch or 
dinner outside at Bloom’s Kosher 
Deli & Restaurant, 339 Downing 
Drive in Yorktown. They are now 
offering outdoor seating and you 
can dine – al fresco! Info: 914 245-
3900. 

Art Exhibition At Somers 
Library 
   The Somers Library will be hosting 
an art exhibition of illustrator and 
graphic designer Regina Gelfer 
during the month of July, with 
an open reception to be held on 
Saturday July 14 at 1pm. Her 
subject matter is an eclectic mix, 
ranging from landscapes, portraits 
and mixed media. Info: 914 523-
6284 or www.gelfergreetings.com.

At Home with Kate
   Yorktown resident and author 
Eileen Considine-Meara has written 

At Home with Kate: Growing up in 
Katharine Hepburn’s Household.  
The book is a collection of 
memorabilia, scrapbook, essays and 
favorite recipes that were saved by 
her mother, Norah, who was cook, 
housekeeper, friend and confidante 
to the legendary actress for over 30 
years. 

Sweet Adeline
   The Golden Apple Chorus recently 
inducted their new Management 
Team for the 2007-08 year. Inductees 
were:  Brenda Felletter of Cos Cob 
- Team Coordinator; Delia Siemers 
of Bedford - Financial Coordinator; 
Amy Kruse of Ossining - Secretary; 
Lauren Reid of White Plains - 
Membership Coordinator; Gayle 
Elson of Piermont - Ways and 
Means Coordinator and Diane 
Buschel of Yorktown - Publicity 
Coordinator.  The Golden Apple 
Chorus, directed by Dr. Anastasio 
Rossi of Katonah, is a chapter of 
Sweet Adelines, International and 
has been entertaining audiences in 
Westchester County since 1969. 
Info: 914 302-6920.   

People News
   Trump Parc Stamford has 
announced the sales team for 
the new 34-story high-rise 
condominium tower, which recently 
broke ground for development. 
Yorktown resident, Sioffra Vizzi 
has been named Office Manager. 
A native of Ireland, she previously 
served as site coordinator at The 
Residences at The Ritz-Carlton in 
White Plains. 
   Matthew Vesely of Peekskill was 
appointed Director of Marketing 
and Sales at the new Ritz Carlton 
Hotel which is scheduled to open 
late this year in White Plains. 
   Jillian White of Cortlandt Manor 
was named 2007 Young Entrepreneur 
of the Year by the New York Office 
of the United States Small Business 
Administration. She is the owner 
of Picket Fence Appraisals, a real 
estate appraisal company located in 
Mohegan Lake. 

New Office Opens for Headache 
Center
   Madeline Kitaj, MD, owner of 
Kitaj Headache Center has opened 
a new office at 3649 Strang Blvd. in 

The Fine Print

Yorktown. Dr. Kitaj is a neurologist 
and treats migraine, hormonal, 
sinus and stress headaches as well 
as back pain and ADD/ADHD. 
Info: 914 245-3962. 

Second Language Classes
   Our Montessori School offers 
language classes in Grades 1-3 
including Latin, French, Russian, 
Japanese, and Arabic. Info: 914 
962-9466. 

KBK donation is 18% (chai)
   KBK Designs, 3668 Barger Street 
in Shrub Oak, features custom 
hand-crafted jewelry and is the 
exclusive designer of Awareness 
Jewelry for Support Connection, 
NYPD Relay for Life and The 

Sunshine Kids Foundation. Phyllis 
Karlin, owner, donates 18% of the 
proceeds from these exclusive lines 
monthly to these agencies. Info: 
914 245-0722. 

Free Home Gardening 
Workshops
   Cornell University Cooperative 
Extension of Westchester County 
is hosting a monthly series of 
free Friday morning gardening 
workshops at Hilltop Hanover Farm 
in Yorktown that are open to the 

public. Registration is not required. 
Info: 914 285-4640.

To submit information for The 
Fine Print, please direct email 
to thefineprintny@verizon.net, 
call 914 243-9761, or  go to 

www.LisaFineCommunications.
com.  Lisa Fine is owner of LF 
Communications, Inc. some of 

whose clients may be mentioned
on occasion.
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the manufacturer of Louisville 
Sluggers, provides only specific 
big leaguers, but does not do so 
for others? In fact, the company 
proudly admits it. 
   Preserving the sanctity of the 
game is multi-faceted. Although 
technology and safety standards 
over time have essentially been a 
beneficial reward for players, it is 
hard to measure the consistency 
of the game of MLB if issues such 
as bat manufacture and its own 
baseball operations are done on a 
selective and arbitrary basis. And 
when it ultimately impacts the way 
the game is played and its future 
records, it should be routinely 
examined. 
   Hillerich & Bradsby, although 
deemed the official bat of MLB, 
is not the exclusive supplier of 
bats for its players. However, it is 
still the number one provider to 
MLB with about a 60% share of 
its bats supply and curries favor 
and power, due to its longevity and 
stature in the history of the game, 
not to mention the power which is 
bestowed upon it by MLB, which 
few other manufacturers enjoy.  
   In 2002, there were 48 MLB bat 
manufacturers, and surprisingly 
little thought was put into the 
verification process in order to 
become a bat maker supplier of 
MLB bats other than for the supplier 
to provide a sample bat made out of 
a single piece of wood. But in 2003, 
MLB went to the other extreme. In 
a form letter sent to all bat makers 

MLB Bats Whittled Down to Uneven Playing Field
in December 2002, MLB stated 
it would start requiring that they 
carry $10 million worth of liability 
insurance, and indemnify MLB, its 
shareholders, directors, officers, 
employees and agents attached to 
various product liability issues. 
   In addition, the certification 
fee was increased to $10,000.00 
per year, necessary to provide 
bat makers with the privilege of 
selling their bats to MLB players. 
Since that time, although the 
liability coverage has been reduced 
to $5 million per year, it still 
remains prohibitively expensive 
for boutique manufacturers, or 
most other domestic suppliers 
other than Hillerich and Bradsby, 
to do business with MLB.  
   MLB also requires that the 
insurance carrier providing 
coverage to bat makers must have 
a “best rating of A-8 or better.” 
Carolina Clubs, a prior MLB 
certified bat maker from Florida, 
was pushed out of business, as to 
find a guaranteed insurance carrier 
of any kind in the hurricane-ridden 
state of Florida in the post-Katrina 
era is nearly impossible. However, 
virtually overnight in 2003, bat 
suppliers were whittled down 
to a mere 14 for that season. In 
2007, there are supposedly 20-25 
suppliers, although MLB makes it 
difficult to even corroborate such 
information. 
According to the head of MLB 
Baseball Operations at the time 
in 2003, Sandy Alderson, “The 
administrative fee was originally 
intended to help us defray the 

costs of inspecting bats, approving 
bats and for all administrative 
work and testing.” MLB needed 
$140,000.00 to approve the bats of 
14 companies?  
   In 1862, MLB first restricted the 
diameter of the barrel, requiring it not 
exceed 2.5 inches. It was increased 
in 1895 to 2.75 inches in diameter, 
as it remains today. 1868 saw the 
limit put on a length of 42 inches, 
as it also remains today. No weight 
requirements, either minimum or 
maximum have ever been required. 
With those parameters, combined 
with improvements in technology 
and players’ bat speeds, it could 
be argued that it is a far different 
game than even Babe Ruth played. 
For example, the Babe used a 42-
ounce bat as opposed to the average 
weight of 32 ounces used by today’s 
MLB players. 
   Ash bats were exclusively used for 
decades, after hickory was phased 
out, until 1997 when Sam Holman 
of Ottawa, Canada and his Sam Bat 
caught the attention of then Blue 
Jays star player, Joe Carter. He then 
supposedly talked up Holman’s 
bats which eventually in 1999 
found their way into the hands of 
Barry Bonds. Bonds went on a tear 
hitting 374 of his total home runs 
with the sugar maple bats from Sam 
Holman and broke Mark McGuire’s 
1998 home run season record of 70 
by besting him with his 73 in 2001. 
   Holman’s bats have been used by 
over 500 MLB players and he is 
expected to furnish Bonds with the 
bat used for his number 756. Given 
the proximity of Holman to some of 

the best maple tree forests in North 
America in Ottawa, Holman’s 
business has thrived over the past 
ten years, although he is selling his 
business in order to retire. Ash trees 
also hail from a northern climate, 
and are harvested primarily from 
the New York-Pennsylvania area. 
The arguments over the consistency 
and flight of the ball with either 
wood are never-ending, but there 
are distinct differences between 
the two woods. Ash supposedly 
has more flex, but is not as heavy 
a wood as maple, producing a bit 
less flight of the ball upon impact. 
Additionally, ash bats have less 
longevity than maple bats and break 
more frequently and are more apt 
to shatter, flake and splinter upon 
breaking. 
   Sugar or rock maple, considered 
the finest maple for bats, are more 
expensive, and range in price 
from $70.00 -$130.00 while ash 
bats range between $50.00 and 
$75.00, yet need to be replaced 
more frequently than maple. Most 
players using maple claim that 
the ball travels farther off of the 
barrel’s “sweet spot” as opposed 
to ash. But because the wood itself 
is a heavier grade, the barrels are 
made slightly narrower than the 
ash bats in order to accommodate 
a lighter weight comparable to ash. 
And when maple bats do eventually 
break, they do so in large pieces as 
opposed to splinters.
   The lack of restrictions on weight 
or the lack of prescribed storage 
care of bats by MLB, could have 
a profound impact on whether or 

not a bat breaks or explodes upon 
impact. Such endangers its players 
and spectators. Players go through 
an average of 60-70 bats a season. 
But the moisture content of the 
wood upon manufacture as well 
as in storage, whether the bat is 
hand-lathed or completely machine 
made, as well as the bat’s weight 
and handle diameter, could all alter 
the bat’s ultimate performance and 
longevity. Seattle Mariner, Ichiro 
Suzuki, for example, has his own 
humidor for his entire bat supply.  
   And why should a bat maker, such 
as Sam Holman, who produces 
several thousand bats each season 
to MLB as opposed to Hillerich 
and Bradsby’s 750,000, foot a bill 
of $65,000.00 per year for liability 
insurance? The supposed interest 
in increasing liability insurance 
fees by MLB for bat makers is an 
easy way for MLB not to address 
the incessant breakage of its bats. 
Perhaps it is the quality of MLB bat 
inspectors, or a lack of a minimum 
quality standard of wood or the non-
requirement of prescribed weight 
ratio of bat barrels to handles. 
But instead of MLB looking for a 
better standardization process for 
its bats, it would rather thrust the 
responsibility onto the bat makers, 
and thereby still leaving players and 
spectators at risk. 
   Also of note, according to Hillerich 
and Bradsby’s Chuck Schupp, 
head of its professional division, 
“We have a priority list of players. 
A lot of it is based on a personal 
relationship. If someone is loyal to 
us, we’ll take care of them.” And 

although players are not required 
to sign exclusivity contracts with 
bat makers, as individual teams 
assume all costs for players’ bats, 
Schupp says there is a “Louisville 
Slugger ‘A’ list.” It includes Alex 
Rodriguez, Derek Jeter, Jason 
Giambi, Carlos Delgado and Ken 
Griffey, Jr., among select others. 
   If star players are treated preferably 
by Schupp for their Louisville 
Slugger bats, does that mean that 
average or up and coming players 
are at a distinct disadvantage while 
not getting the best product from 
the same manufacturer? Should not 
MLB perhaps look into that? 
   And finally, unless MLB and its 
Commissioner is willing to look at 
all matters of inequity in its sport, 
whether it be an issue between 
players, between equipment 
manufacturers and its players, 
between baseball operations and its 
suppliers or a lack of standardization 
when it comes to equipment, MLB 
should not be permitted to point 
the finger exclusively at the use 
of performance enhancing drugs 
as the sole threat to the sanctity of 
the game. For that is far from the 
only difference-maker in varying 
performance results in the game of 
MLB today.  
And if MLB wants to be taken 
seriously in preserving the integrity 
of the game, it must do a far better 
job of it rather than its present 
lethargic effort. For certainly, they 
are not fooling the fans and the 
fans and the players deserve better.  
Contact Diane Grassi by directing 
e-mail to dgrassi@cox.net.

Helen M. Sabol,  of Nyack, died 
on Sunday, June 24, 2007 at age 
86. Born on December 21, 1920 to 
George and Dora Sabol in Yonkers, 
where she was raised and educated. 
Ms. Sabol was a Math Teacher 
at Nyack High School for over 
35 years before her retirement. 
Helen was also a member of the 
Religious Order of Cyril Methodius 
for 25 years, where she received 
her Masters Degree in Education 
and taught in Penn. and became 
a member of the New York State 
Retired Teachers Assoc. She is 
survived by her brother, Daniel 
Sabol of Yonkers; 23 nieces and 
nephews and numbers grand 
nieces and grand nephews. She 
was predeceased by four brothers, 
George, Joseph, Raymond and 
Edward and two sisters, Vera 
Hayduk and Joanna Kubilus. Mass 
of Christian Burial took place at 

Most Holy Trinity Catholic Church. 
Interment, St. Joseph’s Cemetery. 
Donations may be made to the 
American Cancer Society, 2 Lyon 
Place, White Plains, NY 10601.

 WHALEN and BALL FUNERAL 
HOME 168 Park Ave., Yonkers 

(914)965-5488

Rose Santiago was born on 
December 6, 1909 in Puerto Rico. 
She came to New York City where 
she met and married Jose Santiago. 
After 27 years of working for and 
retiring fromWoolworth Department 

stores as a Food provider. She then 
worked for ten years as a trained 
home health care aide. Rose died on 
Monday, June 25, 2007 while under 
the loving compassionate care of St. 
Cabrini Nursing Home and Jansen 
Hospice. She was predeceased 
by her husband, Jose Santigo; her 
daughter, Jennie O’Neil Lessing 
and granddaughter, Lisa Lopez. She 
is survived by her daughters; Irda 
Lopez and Rosemary Paradelis and 
her granddaughters, Terri Zawaski, 
Patti Strobel, Laura Calverly, Raina 
Ranaghan, Dr. Rhea Johnson and a 
grandson, Mark O’Neil; 12 great 
grandchilden and one great great 
granddaughter. Mass of Christian 
Burial. Interment, St. Mary 
Cemetery.

 WHALEN and BALL FUNERAL 
HOME 168 Park Ave, Yonkers 

(914) 965-5488.

YONKERS, NY -- When Bernice 
Grohskopf was eight years old, she 
announced her career intentions to 
her mother.  “I want to be a writer,” 
she said.
   “No,” her mother responded, ‘be a 
teacher; you’ll make more money.”
   Fortunately for Bernice and the 
tens of thousands who have read her 
works over the past 40 or so years, 
interest trumped money.  She has 
since had nine books and numerous 
articles and short stories published.  
   And despite admitting to being 
“on the other side of retirement 
age,” she recently took on another 
writing and editing challenge: 
agreeing to serve as a volunteer 
editor of Classic Residence by Hyatt 
in Yonker’s monthly newsletter, 
Classic Close-Up.
   She now works with a team of 
three other residents and members 
of the Classic Residence by Hyatt 
staff in gathering, writing and 
editing news about events and 
people at the luxury senior living 
community.  Her fellow volunteers 
are Herman Martin, Jeannette 
Weiner, and Stuart Weisel, who 
are serving as feature writer/editor, 
reporter and proof reader/writer, 
respectively.
   “We’re delighted that Bernice 
has agreed to serve as an editor,” 
said Leslie Schatzer, the resident’s 
lifestyle director.  “Her professional 
experience and familiarity with our 
activities and services will definitely 
generate lively and informative 
reading for the residents.  So, too, 
will the enthusiasm and energy 
that she, Herman, Jeanette and 
Stuart bring to the newsletter.  This 
meshes well with our commitment 
to having residents participate in 
the shaping of programs.  We’ve 
found their expertise and passion 
can really enhance our cultural and 
recreational activities.” 
   Schatzer added that the ability of 
the four volunteers to devote several 
hours a month to the newsletter 
demonstrates the advantages of 

Classic Residence by Hyatt 
in Yonkers Resident Finds 

That Once an Editor, 
Always an Editor 

living in a luxury senior living 
community.  
   “Having a maintenance free 
lifestyle that relieves residents of 
meal preparation, housekeeping 
and other tasks allows more time 
for doing the things they’ve spent 
their lives doing as a professional 
and/or as a hobbyist.”  
   Grohskopf agrees.
   “I love absorbing information and 
converting it into printed words,” 
she says.  “It’s energizing and it’s a 
reason why I never could wait to get 
to a typewriter or, now that we’re 
in the new century, a computer 
keyboard. What a pleasure it is to 
have the time and opportunity to 
continue doing so.”
   A native of Troy, N.Y., who 
acquired an M.A. in English 
literature from Columbia University, 
Ms. Grohskopf has written about 
an archeological dig, Shakespeare, 
life and literature in Anglo-Saxon 
England, and novels for young 
children, as well as essays and 
articles on a broad array of topics.  
She also has – in deference to her 
mother plus love of her craft – taught 
classes in professional writing as 
well as courses in creative writing 
at Sweet Briar College.
   Ms. Grohskopf moved to Classic 
Residence by Hyatt in 2004 after a 
26-year career in Charlottesville, 
Virginia, as a writer and editor.  
   In addition to her work on Classic 
Close-Up, she spends her time 
exercising three days a week at a 
nearby YWHA, taking walks in 
neighboring Riverdale, reading and 
enjoying the views of the Hudson 
River and Palisades from her 11th 
floor apartment.     

  

For more information about 
Classic Residence by Hyatt 

in Yonkers, please contact the 
information center at 914-709-

1234 or visit the company’s Web 
site at www.hyattclassic.com.

CROTON-ON-HUDSON, NY -
- Master storyteller Jonathan Kruk 
will spin tales of the hauntings 
and history of Croton Point Park, 
Friday evening, July 6, 7:30 p.m., 
at Croton Point Park in Croton-on-
Hudson. Admission to the program 
is free and no advance registration 
is required.
   Jonathan Kruk gives more than 
300 performances and workshops 

Historical Tales and 
Haunting Stories of 
Croton Point Park

each year. He is noted for his 
inimitable style that combines the 
best of the orator’s art with lively 
audience interaction. 
   Croton Point Park on Croton 
Point Ave. off of Route 9, just over 
the railroad tracks. Meet in the tent 
camping area, next to the RV park. 

For more information, call the 
Croton Point Nature Center at 

(914) 862-5297.

Friday, July 6th
Reception on Friday, July 13th from 
5 to 8PM
Group exhibit with: Naif Basil, 
Biagio Civale, Noel DeGaetano, 
Peter Devine, Michael Gesinger, 
Elissa Gore, Chris Kunze, Frank 
Lind, Fred Mitchell, Alvin Most, 
Mary Napolitano, Jenna Pallio, 

The Summer Show at Noel Fine Art
Luca Spallanzani, Leonard Stokes, 
Hank Virgona and Mansheng 
Wang.

Noel Fine Art
80 Kraft Avenue
Bronxville, N.Y.

914 337-4050
 http://www.noelfineart.com

Hog-mania
at

The Bronx Zoo’s
Congo

Gorilla Forest

The Bronx, NY -- I ts hog-mania 
at the Bronx Zoo’s Congo Gorilla 
Forest, where five red river hog 
infants recently made their debut. 
The litter of three males and two 
females was born on May 23rd and 
is now on exhibit with their mother, 
Vanessa, father, Togo, and five 
older siblings in the Zoo’s African 
rain forest habitat. Red river hogs 
are named for the color of their fur. 
Infants are reddish brown with beige 
spots and broken stripes, which 
help them hide in thick vegetation.  

As they mature, they develop a red 
coat with a white stripe running the 
length of their back. They like to 
wallow in ponds and streams and 
are native to the thickets, forests, 
savannas and swamps of central 
Africa. 

Photo courtesy of  J. Maher © 
WCS.
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To advertise with the 
WTT, 

contact 
Jay Santiago at

WTTads@gmail.com
44 Franklin Ave  •  Pearl River, NY  •  845-735-7900

NANUET    $529,900
Come see this 3br,2ba home fea-
tures many fine upgrades thru-out.
Prof lndscping done, lots of park-
ing, All this w/Clarkstown schools!
Dir: From Rt. 59, Middletown Rd.
No. after Rinne, lft into #317 drive-
way, house in back #313

Gail Georgetti
Assoc. Broker

SUN OPEN HOUSE 1-4 PM

JUST
LISTED!

BARDONIA              $509,000
Great Split Level 3-5br home!
Huge Fam. Rm. House exterior
just painted, new wndws, roof,
gutters, newer  flashing, C/A.
Deck overlooks beaut. yard
w/playhse, storage shed. 

SUN OPEN HOUSE 1-4 PM PEARL RIVER $679,000
Legal 2 Family, side by side
Duplex. All redone, new kit, bath,
H/W flrs, windows & siding. Live
on 1 side, rent other to help cover
your costs! Dir:Middletown Rd.
So., R-@ lite, Crooked Hill Rd., R-
Margagret Keahon Dr. #43

Rentals Nanuet 1br w/util, gorg! $1350  Nanuet, full house.$2350  Pearl River 1br w/most util.$1050 

Adriana Arlia
Lic. R/E Salesperson

Mary Screene
Lic. R/E Salesperson

JUST
LISTED!JUST

LISTED!

Orangeburg....$599,000 5BR, 3bath Split Level!  Lots of closets, C/A, hardwood floors, 2 family rooms, lots of space,
gorg. ingrnd. pool & yard. Move right in! 
Blauvelt....$565,000 Impressive 4BR, 3ba Raised Ranch on almost 1/2ac. w/2 car garage, updated baths, H/W flrs.
Possible In-Law suite w/ lrg.BR & full bath. Lovely home! 
New City....$519,000 Looking for privacy in an affordable price range? This “Sprawling Ranch” is  for you! Sits on almost
1/2ac. Features an addition which includes a 12x20 kit. Lrg. FDR, fin bsmt, 2 c gar, C/A & much more. Call for details! 

Orangeburg....$594,900 Wonderful updated 3BR. Colonial.  Gorg.park like property, perfect for family gatherings or a pool!
Features:new C/A, central heating sys. roof, electrical sys., energy eff. wndws, newer siding, make this home a great value! 
Nanuet....$224,900 “Great Alternative To Renting!” First floor 1BR, possible 2BR Condo with in-unit  washer/dryer.
Has FDR, fireplace, decorate your way & enjoy! 

West Nyack....$599,000 4BR, 3B home has the WOW factor! Master craftsmanship w.top of the line everything, A Must See! 

Valley Cottage....$239,000 Lovely 1BR unit, MBR is very spac, w/ walk in closet, Washer/Dryer in unit! 

PEARL RIVER       $699,999
Exceptional expanded 4br Col.
is move in ready! Lrg. Br’s, MBR
has Cath Ceil, skylite, WIC. Prof.
lndspng w/2 tiered custom
deck. This has all the bells &
whistles! Dir: Orangeburg Rd to
Lois to Montgomery #17 on lft.BRAND NEW

TO THE MARKET

SUN OPEN HOUSE 1-4 PM

Greg Peterkin
Owner/Broker

Mary Fitzgerald
Owner/Broker

www.PeteFitz.com for 24/7 access
“NYS Licensed Resident Appraisers on Staff”

The
Dream Team
Log onto...

By Roger Witherspoon

   The Florida State senior walked 
slowly up to the car and stopped, 
staring intently at the Nissan 
Murano parked next to the rose 
garden.
   It was the color of cool Merlot and 
its aerodynamic, shape and long, 
sloping, smiling front grill seemed 
framed by the swaying flowers 
nearby. But Brie, an engineering 
student more adept at taking things 
apart at the molecular level and, on 
occasion, blowing them up, seemed 
entranced by what the guys holding 
Nissan’s crayons had done to the 
frame  and chassis of its bread-and-
butter Maxima sedan. 
   She opened the front door and 
ran her hands over the two toned, 
dappled leather seats – the kind 
which didn’t burn in the mid-day 
Florida sun and could be heated 
during those long winter drives 
to New Jersey to spend vacation 
time at home with the Old Man. 
She couldn’t help but notice that 
there was more than enough room 
for  her 90-pound frame and the 
fold down rear seats and cargo area 
were spacious enough for her pet, 
100-pound, Alaskan gray wolf to 
stretch out without interfering with 
a load of computer equipment and 
dirty clothes.
   “I have found the car I am going 
to start my professional career in,” 
she announced. “Can I drive it?”
   Well. No. 
   But her sentiment was 
understandable. The Nissan 
Murano may not have literally been 
the first of the “crossovers,” since 
Chrysler claims that distinction 
with a shapely station wagon called 
the Pacifica. But it was the first 
with the styling cues and profile 
– the roof and side frame melding 
in a curved rear – that became the 
standard pattern for the small SUV 
on a sedan rather than truck frame, 

Shifting Gears: Merrily Meandering in Nissan’s Murano

and can be seen on every brand 
from Lexus to Kia.
   Under the wide hood and gleaming 
grill is a 240 – horsepower V-6 

engine which, at 20 to 25 miles per 
gallon, is only moderately thirsty. 
More importantly, that engine on a 
light sedan is powerful enough to 

propel the Murano into triple digits 
and run that way all day if you are 
on the open road. And the Murano’s 
stability – coupled with traction 
and rollover control – makes it 
feel like a fast moving sedan rather 
than a runaway truck. The Murano 
has a variable transmission which 
seamlessly adjusts the torque as you 
accelerate, without the jolts usually 
accompanying a change in gears.
   If you choose to slow down and 
detour to the Strawberry Fest along 
the banks of the Hudson River, or 
any of the myriad carnivals which 
dot the nation’s riverbanks during 
the summer, those same 18-inch 
wheels and independent, four-
wheel suspension roll over dirt, 
grass, gravel and mud with the 
same smooth aplomb they apply to 
the federal highway system.
   Inside, the Murano provides the 
comfort and wood-trimmed décor 
you might expect in a $35,000 
sedan. The leather seats are part of 
a package with the leather wrapped, 
tilt steering wheel which has 
fingertip audio and cruise controls. 
The seats are wide, padded leather 
and both the front and rear seats 
are designed for adults and only 
an NBA player would have trouble 
with the leg room in the passenger 
row.
   On the entertainment side, the 
Murano SL model comes with AM/
FM and XM satellite radio, as well 
as a six-disc, in-dash CD system also 
capable of running my daughter’s 
iPod. The sound system is  a 225-
watt Bose system containing seven 
speakers and a subwoofer that can 
either surround the cabin in mellow 
notes from  Nina or drive the 
neighborhood block party with the 
bass cranked up for Usher. 
   I’m a strict single parent, but not a 
heartless one. I did take my daughter 
for a ride, letting her kick her shoes 
off, recline the passenger seat and 
relax to her favorite jams as cruised 

along the Palisades Parkway some 
400 feet above the Hudson River 
Valley. 
   She gave it one long, last look 
before entering the house and said 
“that is definitely going to be my 
ride.”

2007 Nissan Murano SL 
MSRP: $35,590
EPA Mileage: 20 MPG City; 25 
MPG Highway
Performance / Safety:
3.5-Liter DOHC  V-6 engine 
producing 240 horsepower and 244 
pound-feet of torque;  continuously 
variable transmission; front wheel 
drive; 4-wheel power vented disc 
brakes; 4-wheel independent 
suspension; power rack and pinion 
steering; 18-inch alloy wheels; 

traction and dynamic control; 
halogen head  and fog lights; driver 
& front passenger side impact 
air bags; roof-mounted curtain 
side impact air bags with rollover 
sensor.
nterior / Comfort:
AM/FM/ XM satellite radio;  6-
disc in-dash CD and MP3 player 
with 225-watt Bose audio system; 
navigation system with 7-inch LCD 
screen; tilt steering wheel with 
fingertip audio and cruise controls; 
sunroof; reclining rear seats; power, 
heated front seats.

Roger Witherspoon is automotive 
columnist to the Dallas Examiner, 
Westchester Times Tribune, and 
Yonkers Tribune, among other 

media.

Dear EarthTalk: How much 
pollution do motorcycles generate? 
Are there efforts to make them 
more eco-friendly? -- Matt Lackore, 
Rochester, MN 
   Motorcycles typically get about 
double the gas mileage of even 
the most fuel-efficient cars—but 
that doesn’t mean they are green. 
Despite getting 60-70 miles per 
gallon, motorcycles are not subject 
to the same rigorous emissions 
standards as cars and light duty 
trucks, even though they spew up 
to 15 times more pollution per mile, 
mostly in the form of smog-causing 
hydrocarbons and nitrogen oxides. 
   Increasingly stringent regulations 
in Europe and the U.S. have 
forced automakers to make their 
engines cleaner, but motorcycle 
manufacturers have not been held 
to such high standards and have 
therefore been slow to implement 
similar advances. According 
to the European Commission, 
motorcycles—despite only 
accounting for about three percent 
of total traffic volume in Europe—
are expected to generate as much as 
14 percent of that continent’s total 
hydrocarbon emissions by 2010. 
   But there is light at the end of 
the tunnel, thanks in large part to 
the state of California, which in 
2004 passed legislation to green 
up motorcycles sold and ridden 
in that state. California’s new 
standards dictate that hydrocarbon 
and nitrogen oxide emissions from 
motorcycles top out at only 0.8 
grams per kilometer (g/km), down 
from 1975-set standards of between 
5.0 and 14.0 g/km (depending on 
engine size). 
   And in 2005, the United Nations’ 
World Forum for Harmonization 
of Vehicle Regulations, which 
works internationally to set vehicle 
emissions standards, issued a new 
set of motorcycle emissions testing 
guidelines that will make it easier 
for manufacturers to design more 
green-friendly motorcycles. 
   In the wake of these developments, 
the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) established 
new federal rules that require 

Earth Talk
From the Editors of E/The Environmental Magazine

motorcycle makers to reduce their 
products’ emissions by 50 percent. 
In place since the beginning of 
the 2006 model year, these new 
rules are expected to cut combined 
hydrocarbon and nitrogen oxide 
emissions from motorcycles by 
about 54,000 tons a year, while 
also saving approximately 12 
million gallons of fuel annually by 
preventing it from escaping from 
fuel hoses and fuel tanks. 
   Many manufacturers are rising 
to the challenge. Honda, already 
a world leader in the development 
of greener cars, is putting the 
finishing touches on its new 
“idling stop system” that cuts fuel 
consumption and exhaust emissions 
by turning off the engine instead of 
idling at stop lights and in traffic 
jams. And Intelligent Energy, a 
British company, is developing 
an Emissions Neutral Vehicle 
(ENV), a motorcycle powered by a 
detachable hydrogen-powered fuel 
cell. The vehicle can reach speeds 
topping 50 miles per hour while 
making virtually no noise, and can 
run for up to four hours without 
refueling. Bigger, faster and longer 
running versions of the ENV are 
currently in the works, and should 
become widely available in Europe, 
the U.S. and elsewhere within a few 
years. 
CONTACTS: California’s 
“New Standards for On-Road 
Motorcycles,” 
www.arb.ca.gov/msprog/motcycle/
onrdmc.htm; EPA’s Motorcycle 
Emissions Info, www.epa.gov/otaq/
roadbike.htm; Honda Motorcycles, 
http://powersports.honda.com/the_
story/environment; 
Intelligent Energy,
 www.intelligent-energy.com. 
Got an environmental question? 
Send it to: EarthTalk, c/o E/The 
Environmental Magazine, P.O. Box 
5098, Westport, CT 06881; submit 
it at: 
www.emagazine.com/earthtalk/
thisweek/, 
or e-mail: 
earthtalk@emagazine.com.

Picture courtesy of Getty Images.

By Tom Bock

   Every once in a while great 
musicians “connect” with  each 
other  and magic happens. Such was 
the case with the rock group Journey, 
when drummer Steve Smith, along 
with his Journey band members, 
helped create many memorable hit 
songs. Magic has happened again 
as Smith has capably landed with 
his latest jazz-oriented group, Vital 
Information. 
   The drummer in any band or 
group is its anchor. They set the 
pace, cast the sound, and drive 
the group with their rhythms and 
creativity. Smith’s impact on this 
CD is readily, and fluidly, felt as the 
group journeys (pun intended) with  
their talent to deliver an eclectic 
and very entertaining CD.
   Included on this CD are guest 
musicians such as saxophonist Bill 
Evans, percussionists Pete Lockett, 
Gilad, and Juan Carlos Melian. 
The group itself, Vital Information, 

Tuned In: Vitalization
currently features Tom Coster on 
keys, Baron Browne on bass and 
Vinny Valentino on guitar. Truly a 
commendable cast of performers 
to listen to. While there is some 
interesting experimentation on this 
CD,  most of it is solid jazz with 
some rock undertones throughout. 
   As a Steve Smith fan, I was eager 
when I received this CD to give it a 
listen. To date, I’ve given it many 
listens and am able to single out 
small bits of “something else” that 
previously went unnoticed during 
an earlier visit. That’s part of the 
fascination of  this CD. The other 
part is the sheer musicianship you’ll 
experience all the way through it.
   Pick up a copy of Steve Smith 
and Vital Information’s Vitalization 
and enjoy listening to a unique, 
unyielding and rewarding CD by 
outstanding and talented musicians. 
You’ll be glad you tuned in.

For Information, visit: Hudson 
Music www.hudsonmusic.com



JULY 5, 2007PAGE 8 WESTCHESTER TIMES TRIBUNE

www.verizonfios.com/double

Download a 
horror movie so fast, 

it’s scary.

1-866-456-0784  verizonfi os.com/internet

Experience the power of Verizon FiOS for yourself.

It’s frightening how fast Verizon FiOS Internet is.

Enjoy bone-chilling speeds up to 20/5 Mbps with the fi ber-optic power of Verizon FiOS 

Internet. You can buy and download a movie in minutes, and music in seconds. 

And, because our network goes all the way to your home, you can be sure you’re 

getting 100% fi ber-optic power all the time. That’s why Verizon FiOS is America’s 

fastest Internet service. Now, when you add unlimited calling, you can save over $299 

a year. Plus, Home Voice Mail, Caller ID and Call Waiting are included. That includes a 

home networking router and professional in-home installation too. So there’s nothing 

to be afraid of. Verizon FiOS. TV. Internet. Phone. From the most advanced 

fi ber-optic network straight to your home.

Verizon reminds you to always download legally.

Limited-time offer requires Verizon FiOS Internet 20/5 Mbps service and Verizon Freedom EssentialsSM. Rate requires one new service. Additional charges, taxes and other terms apply. $19.99 activation charge. One-year Internet commitment required. $99 early termination charge. Speed and 
uninterrupted service not guaranteed. Calling plan includes residential direct-dialed domestic calls only. Savings based on bundled price versus price of services purchased individually.

FiOS Internet customers purchasing Verizon voice service receive both services over fi ber. Includes up to eight hours battery backup (for non-IP voice service only). ©2007 Verizon.
V2NY-FIOS-N0286-A

on America’s 
fastest Internet and 
unlimited calling.

$

a year
299

Save over

Roosevelt Field Mall
630 Old Country Road
Garden City, NY 11530

Sights-N-Sounds
4032 Sunrise Highway
Seaford, NY 11783 

Carousel Mall
9090 Carousel Center Dr.
Syracuse, NY 13290

Great Northern Mall
4155 State Rt. 31
Clay, NY 13041

Green Acres Mall
Sunrise Highway
Valley Stream, NY 11581

Hicksville Broadway Mall
358 B Broadway Mall
Hicksville, NY 11801

Palisades Mall
1000 Palisades Center Drive
West Nyack, NY 10994

Walt Whitman Mall
160-5 Route 110
Huntington, NY 11743

Sights-N-Sounds
786 W Jericho Turnpike
Huntington, NY 11743

Staten Island Mall
2655 Richmond Avenue
Staten Island, NY 10314

Smith Haven Mall
313 Smith Haven Mall
Lake Grove, NY 11755


