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Extraordinary Secrecy, Favoritism, 
Violations of Open Meeting Law by 

Greenburgh Town Council
By Paul Feiner, 
Town Supervisor of 
Greenburgh

   On July 9, 2007, Richard 
Troy, a principal of S&R 
Development Estates, 
filed an affidavit with the 
Greenburgh Zoning Board 
of Appeals contesting a 
determination made by the 
Town’s Commissioner of 
Community Development 
that the 1 Dromore Road 
property is in a particular 
zone.  The underlying issue is 
whether this property can be 
developed as a multi-family 
structure or whether it cannot be so 
developed.  The Town’s zoning map 
shows this property to be in a CA-
1 zone, which permits prescribed 
multi-family development. Without 
getting to the merits of the zoning 
issue, the affidavit, which everyone 
should read, reveals extraordinary 
secrecy, favoritism, avoidance of 
proper procedures, and violations 
of law by the Town Council.  It also 
shows the power given by the Town 
Council members to Bob Bernstein 

and Michelle McNally to harm the 
rest of unincorporated Greenburgh 
in their secret dealings with the 
Town Council, and with Steve Bass 
and Francis Sheehan, in particular. 
I am requesting that it be placed 
on the Town’s website at www.
greenburghny.com. In the meantime 
you may read it online, or request 
that I email you. My email address 
is pfeiner@greenburghny.com
   The affidavit deals with demands 
for a moratorium made earlier this 
year by Bernstein and McNally. The 
ostensible reason for the requested 
moratorium was to prevent an 

increase in the Edgemont 
school population.  The real 
purpose appears to be much 
more devious and malign; to 
acquire property for a town 
hall for Bernstein’s plan 
for Edgemont’s secession 
from Greenburgh.  These 
secret dealings with the 
Town Council are a threat 
to Greenburgh.  While the 
entire affidavit is chilling 
reading, a few paragraphs 
bear special mention and I 
will quote them.

   Paragraph 41 (relating to 
a January 27, 2007, meeting 
between Mr. Troy and several of 
his associates, and Steve Bass, 
Francis Sheehan, Bob Bernstein 
and Michelle McNally.) 
   “Prior to the meeting, Councilman 
Bass directed that we could not have 
our attorney, Mark Weingarten, 
attend this meeting nor could 
we inform him that the meeting 
would take place.  At the meeting 
Councilman Sheehan stated that 
if there was any discussion about 
this meeting with Supervisor 

Long-time New York State 
Assemblyman Mike Spano, darling 
of the Spano family clan, and of the 
local Republican / Conservative 
c l u b h o u s e 
district leaders, 
e m e r g e d 
from years of 
suppres s ing 
his Democratic 
P a r t y 
tendencies to 
publicly reveal his true conviction. 
He favors and supports abortion 
and the gay marriage agenda. 
The fact that Assemblyman Mike 
Spano could not quite utter these 
words on his recent Cable News 
12 Westchester interview was 
interesting. It was somewhat like 
his press conference response to 
the question of whether he would 
be supporting fellow Democrat 
and Yonkers mayoral candidate 
Dennis Robertson. He said, “I 
haven’t sat down with him yet!” 
   Assemblyman Mike Spano 
would have us believe that in his 
long-thought-out decision making 
process he allegedly went through, 
was because the national Republican 
party abandoned him and his values. 
Ah ha! So now, we know. It was the 

Assemblyman Mike 
Spano Comes Out of the 

Political Closet
What Do You Think This Really Means?

By Vox Populi
Republicans who are the culprits for 
Mike Spano defecting to one of the 
most liberal Democrat state parties 
in the country; under the direction 

of comrade 
Sheldon Silver, 
himself a 
poster child of 
dysfunctional 
government.
   This is a 
se l f - se rv ing 

Spano survival stunt. It’s a non-
event politically, yet Cable News 
12 Westchester gave Assemblyman 
Mike Spano the first nine minutes 
of air time to discuss this “major,” 
breaking news story. The Journal 
News followed suit,  placing the 
story on the first page. Assemblyman 
Mike Spano, not too comfortable in 
his staged and scripted act for the 
cameras, told us he’s against the 
War in Iraq. Well, who isn’t? We 
all would prefer disengagement. 
Yet, what relevance is it to a New 
York State Assemblyman? When 
was the last time Assemblyman 
Mike Spano was asked for his 
views on the War in Iraq, or for 
that matter, on any national issue? 
Let’s face it folks, Assemblyman 

see Vox Populi Pg. 3

   For some, the pain exacted in the 
Holocaust culminated in unheard of 
savagery for the millions dead and 
the millions more barely 
living. The enormity of 
pain inflicted among 
the Hutus and Tutsi of 
Rwanda; the killing 
fields of Cambodia, 
are testimony to more 
pain; more hatred. Each 
stands alone, foremost 
despite any measure 
of comparison. Pain is 
pain; atrocity is atrocity; 
silence is acceptance. 
Each scenario, among 
so many more, too numerous and 
painful to recollect for enumeration 
sake, was a struggle for dominance. 
Each event, as debauched as they 
were, were construed to deflect from 
the battle for power and money.
   Does the rein of garbage and 
garbage cans thrown atop police 
from rooftops called to a scene of a 
disturbance explain away harbored 
resentment? Does being physically 
abused as a “warning” engender 
affection for the perpetrator, cop, 
or gang member? They each are 
indelibly etched in one’s mind. So 
is the bullet that pierced the heart of 
the long gone cause the animosity 
among the living against the 
perpetrator. It is all so painfully. 
   On another plane, but an ancillary 

The Manifestations 
of Pain

By Hezi Aris

The Hezitorial

one, it is necessary to deflect 
attention from those who have 
not lost sight of the money to be 

made by developers 
within our midst. 
While Yonkers delves 
into issues of police 
brutality on the local 
scene, nationally all is 
fine with the world as 
long as developers can 
scrape the stratosphere 
with one edifice after 
another at prices half of 
those in Manhattan. No 
mention of the reality 
within the “ghetto.” 

While taxpayer money is made 
available to serve corporate 
America who stand in line ready 
to feed at the public trough, people 
of color are being shepherded to 
take on the men/women in blue. 
The insinuations that have become 
legendary within the “ghetto” will 
now morph into what is being 
billed as a “Rally for Justice” under 
the aegis of the National Action 
Network. Exacerbating discussion, 
delight, and consternation among 
the various communities in the 
know, is the attendance by the 
famous and infamous Reverend 
Al Sharpton. Yonkers NAACP 
President Karen Edmonson advised 
that the ACLU, One Hundred 

Mr. 
Pierorzio’s 
Playground

Mr. Zissman, 
Where Are You?

By Dr. Ed U. Cator

   

Under the guise of a budget deficit, 
Superintendent Bernard Pierorazio 
has dismantled one of his favorite 
bases, that is, Adult Basic 
Education (ABE). Some eleven 
teachers are being placed elsewhere 
in the school system and about six 
other instructors have been laid-off,  
a/k/a  fired, of course. Superintendent 
Pierorazio, under questioning by 
Cable News 12 Westchester about 
the lay-offs went from “no firing,” 
to “some firing,” to a possible 
“restructuring” of the program, 
in the fall. How much could this 
program have cost for six people to 

   A recent article in 
the New York Times 
states that recruiters 
may look at a 
resume for as little 
as 5 seconds! Other 
articles indicate 
that employers 
devote no more 
than 15-30 seconds 
to each resume, if 
that.  Therefore, 
it’s your job to send 
an effective, powerful, targeted, 
perfect resume that will capture an 
employer’s attention and lead to an 
interview.  

Here are some vital tips:
1. Include a “Summary of 
Qualifications” after your contact 
information.  This should be a brief 
paragraph or bullet-point summary 
of your primary strengths, highlights 
and accomplishments as they relate 
to the work you seek.  Work hard 
on the summary – it’s your first and 
best place to “sell yourself” on your 

18 Tips for Writing 
an Effective, Powerful 

Resume
By Andy Wainer

resume.  See sample 
resumes on www.
monster.com or 
www.quintcareers.
com.  

2. Continue to focus 
on highlights and 
accomplishments in 
your resume; you 
can’t simply list 
or describe your 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  

You need to show prospective 
employers what you can contribute 
by indicating what you contributed 
to your previous employers.  Use 
numbers whenever possible, i.e. 
added revenue, savings to company, 
number of products in inventory, 
number of staff you supervised, 
etc.

3. Be aware there are several 
different formats for resumes; 
chronological, which most people 
use; functional, or combination. For 

   Want a vacation that encompasses 
everything from saddles to 
champagne, with fun-filled 
activities from morning to night, a 
vacation that makes you feel like 
you’ve just stepped back in time 
wandering through Jurassic Park?  
Come to Kauai.   I promise, it is no 
place like home! 
Getting Lei’d
   Doesn’t matter how many times 
you’ve seen it - in movies, on TV - 
you arrive in Kauai, Hawaii, step 
off the plane, walk through the 
airport, and as a gracious greeter 

Lush Life
Exploring Kauai – The Garden Island 

By Barbara Barton Sloane

places a lei of fresh orchids around 
your neck, you feel so special….ok, 
it’s a bit hokey, but special. 
   This magical island, approximately 
150 miles west of the Big Island of 
Hawaii, has 553 square miles of 
beach, rain forest, desert, mountains 
and plains.  At Wai’ale’ale, it rains 
nearly every day, making it the 
wettest place on earth.  Go a few 
miles west and rain is rare.  The 
north shore is as lush as any place 
on the planet, and the south shore 

Mohegan 
Colony 

Storytelling 
and Music 

Festival 
A Pavilion of Tales 

and a Bonfire of Ghost 
Stories!

 

CROMPOUND, NY --Everybody 
loves a good story. Told by 
professional storytellers, good 
stories become even better! Rain or 
shine, Saturday, August 11th, 1:00 

see Mohegan Colony Pg. 4

SLEEPY HOLLOW, NY -
- Philipsburg Manor in Sleepy 
Hollow, N.Y., is teaming up with 
nearby Stone Barns Center for Food 
& Agriculture in Pocantico Hills, 
N.Y., to host an event dedicated to 
the origins of barbecue, deep-fat 
frying, gumbo, and other delicacies 
that came to these shores courtesy 
of African-Americans. 
   “Okra, Beans, and Leafy 

Okra, Beans, 
and Leafy 

Greens
An Event Celebrating the 
History, Influence, and 
Delicacies of African-

American Cuisine

DOBBS FERRY, NY and 
YONKERS, NY— State Senator 
Andrea Stewart-Cousins praised the 
preliminary court injunction handed 
down last week that temporarily 
blocks the closing of Community 
Hospital at Dobbs Ferry (CHDF). 
State Supreme Court Judge Orazio 
Bellantoni granted a preliminary 
injunction that temporarily prevents 
the New York State Department 
of Health from closing CHDF 
based on a recommendation by 
the Commission on Healthcare 
Facilities in the 21st Century, also 
known as the Berger Commission, 
to close the hospital next year until 
a lawsuit to keep the hospital open 
permanently is adjudicated. 
    “From the release of the Berger 
Commissions recommendation 
regarding Dobbs Ferry Hospital, I 
have strongly advocated and fought 
hard for a solution that preserves 
essential services to our community. 
The Court’s decision allows us to 
move forward toward that goal,” 
stated Senator Stewart-Cousins. 
   The court order acknowledged 
that the Berger Commission did 
not provide adequate notice to 
Dobbs Ferry Hospital that it was 
being closed, which violated Dobbs 

Senator Stewart-Cousins 
Applauds Court Decision

Ferry’s guarantee of procedural due 
process under the 14th amendment.      
   Since January, Senator Stewart-
Cousins has held a series of 
meetings with Governor Spitzer’s 
Office and local leaders in efforts to 
prevent the closing of Community 
Hospital. She also organized a 
bus tour of the facility and the St. 
John’s Riverside Health system in 
both Yonkers and Dobbs Ferry with 
Senate Democratic Leader Malcolm 
Smith on Saturday, January 20, 
2007. The Senator also introduced 
legislation that would exempt the 
Community Hospital at Dobbs 
Ferry (CHDF) and Andrus on the 
Hudson Nursing Home from the 
Berger Commission’s closure list. 
   Hospital officials have maintained 
that profits from Community help 
to absorb the cost of operating 
other health programs, such as the 
Valentine Lane facility in Yonkers. 
They said closing the hospital 
would jeopardize health care to 
hundreds of families in need. 
   Stewart-Cousins said she would 
continue to work with local and state 
leaders as well as the community in 
an attempt to preserve facilities that 
provide quality health care to the 
residents of Westchester County.  
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Weir Only Human

The Manifestations of Pain

By
Zuri A. Stanback
 www.urbanshout.com

Destroying Our Protectors
By Bob Weir

NEW ROCHELLE, NY – PBA 
President Eddie Armour and CLS 
President John  Mueller will both 
discuss the allegations of police 
brutality, specific to the July 21st 
visit by Rev. Al Sharpton to the 
City of Yonkerss on WVOX-1460 
AM this Tuesday, July 24, from 
10:05 am through 11:00 am, with 
host Hezi Aris. You may also listen 
to the show live by way of live 
streaming audio technology through 
your computer. 
   Also, listen to the Hezi Aris, 
this Thursday, July 26, at 8:30 am 
as he discusses events impacting 
Westchester politics with Bob 
Marone, host of Good Morning, 
Westchester, heard from 6:00 am 
through 9:00 am daily.
   The call-in talk show format is one 
in which you are invited to share 
your thoughts and comments. Call 
us at 914-636-0110. Those who call 
are asked to please stay on topic.

From Page 1

On the 
Level with 

Hezi Aris on
WVOX-
1460 AM 

Radio

Black Men in Law Enforcement 
Who Care, The National Black 
Policemen Association, Messiah 
Baptist Church, The Westchester 
Correction Guardians, Michael 
Hardy, Esq., Luis Quiros, Dr. 
Attallah Brightwell, the New Black 
Panther Party, and a host of other 
organizations will be lending their 
support.
   It will be important and pertinent 
to hear from them all. My hope is 
that none will ascribe prominence to 
their personal or collective pain. We 
each perceive our most egregious 
encounter with pain as uppermost in 
our personal barometer. Should the 
“Rally for Justice,” teach those so 
inclined to learn how to file incident 
reports of complaints, I would be 
most pleased. It is time to ascertain 
truth from fiction and hearsay.
   That Yonkers Police Commissioner 
Edmund Hartnett saw fit to openly 
express himself to the public 
(http://westchestertimestribune.
typepad.com/my_weblog/2007/07/
westchester-tim.html) is exemplary 
of his demeanor and forthrightness. 
Lamont B.’s response  (http://
westchestertimestribune.typepad.
c o m / m y _ w e b l o g / 2 0 0 7 / 0 7 /
westchester-t-1.html) is of equal 
merit. Each has cemented a building 
block toward the construction of a 
bridge of dialogue. Each has shown 
light on an issue often whispered, 
yet seldom heard. Let the discussion 
begin. Let us speak brazenly and 
respectfully,  and be challenged by 
the other. Let the perceptions, lies 
and contrivances fall to the wayside 
by the anvils of truth. Hide the facts 

from the people who comprise the 
one community of Yonkers, and the 
pain, and dysfunction will fester 
unabated to our collective demise. 
This, while the developers continue 
to reap the riches that they will not 
share, exacerbating the inequity and 
the pain
   Only a few weeks ago, Senators 
Chuck Schumer (D-NY), and 
Hillary Clinton (D-NY) chose to 
make it easier for developer Louis 
Cappelli to garner some of the $120 
million in development money 
available only to those who hire 
people within the community in 
which development is planned. 
Mr. Joe Apicella, Vice-President 
of Cappelli Enterprises said that 
he would train those in Yonkers 
willing to be mentored for those 
jobs, as he did in New Rochelle. 
However, now he is balking at the 
covenants that constrain his ability 
to amass the taxpayers’ money for 
his development plans. The New 
York Times article of Sunday, July 
8, 2007 paints a picture in which a 
new imprint is constructed onto the 
landscapes of White Plains, New 
Rochelle, New Haven, Newark, 
and Yonkers. They do not delve 
into the return the developers will 
return to the respective city coffers 
within which they have or plan 
to build. It seems a simple plan; 
it is esoterically conducive for 
the chosen few, leaving only the 
men and women of blue to “fight” 
among those in the ghetto who are 
too ignorant to tackle the “game” at 
its core, that is, politically.
   By changing the face of those 
elected to power, not for the color 

of their skin, but rather for the 
concern in their heart, will our 
collective “pain” be somewhat 
relieved, though never forgotten. 
Enough is enough. We cannot 
extol the lack of virtue of Yonkers 
Majority Leader Patricia McDow 
simply because of the pigment of 
her skin. She “dressed down” the 
Yonkers Police Commissioner by 
berating the action of a Yonkers 
Police Officer for embarrassing her 
being caught at a dead end at the 
wee hours of a morning in an area 
known for its visits by prostitutes 
and drug dealings. She demanded 
Commissioner Hartnett remove 
the officer in question from the 
precinct in which he caught her 
to another precinct. That was an 
act of governmental interference 
to which she is legally not privy. 
Because McDow is “black,” the 
investigation is taking way too 
long. It seems Mayor Phil Amicone 
is afraid to upset the darling of the 
First Council District. Challengers 
to the incumbent, of any hue, 
is non-existent or meaningless. 
Another non-aggression pact 
agreed upon. No matter how you 
paint McDow’s actions, you come 
up with an allegedly hard working 
individual who can’t grasp issues 
pertinent to the public good, yet 
she is adept at wheeling and dealing 
with developers for her sake and not 
for her community’s sake, though 
they know little of that. No word 
still, months after the fact about her 
“dealing” with Joe Cotter. Oh, so 
hush, hush. Where is the economic 
benefit to the people of the district? 
There is none. But there is time to 

correct her errors for the sake of 
making the Yonkers Tribune seem 
the “fool.” Hey, she can change the 
“deal” to look better than it was 
ever supposed to be. The question 
is, does she have the acumen to do 
what is right by The People?
   Same goes for Yonkers City 
Council President Chuck Lesnick 
whom we affectionately called 
Lesnick the Liar. It seems he is now 
planning, and inviting all who dare 
come to the Sprain Lake Boat Fair 
he has planned and promoted for 
August 18th. Last we were advised, 
Sprain Lake is still designated a 
reservoir and does not permit use of 
its water for recreational use of any 
sort. His last outing on Sprain Lake 
in a canoe with the Communications 
Director of Sarah Lawrence 
College and a member of his staff is 
unconscionable and illegal conduct. 
Mayor Phil Amicone verbally 
forbade Lesnick the Liar from 
doing just that, yet Lesnick the Liar 
contends his collection of events 
had Mayor Amicone non-commital 
over the issue. Therein lies the 
dilemma faced in Yonkers, that 
there is no perceived credible body 
or mechanism by which wrong may 
be righted. Mayor Amicone needs 
Lesnick the Liar’s vote, so Amicone 
let’s this travesty pass by unnoticed. 
The lie of omission is stinging and 
shameful in its being recognized.
   Only days ago, City Hall advised 
that Corporation Counsel Frank 
Rubino had given Lesnick a list of 
issues that must be addressed prior 
to any activity on Sprain Lake. No 
response has yet been forthcoming 
from Lesnick. We patiently await 

his response.
   Which leads us back to where we 
originally started. Instead of being 
focused on the issue, Yonkers’ 
citizens are asked to accept anything 
from the devils they know rather 
than the devils they don’t to satisfy 
their personal greed. When will 
we learn to discern the difference 
between wrong and right, and right 
from wrong? When will the scales 
of credibility, morality, and fairness 
come into the equation? Finger 
pointing will perpetuate our malaise; 
hearing, weighing the integrity of 
facts, learning tolerance, abiding 
patiently, demanding answers, 
and getting involved  in voting for 
people of worth will change the 
dynamics of where we live, how 
we live, and how we will survive 
or die. 
   In my book, all are welcome to 
Yonkers. Let’s hear the truth Rev. 
Sharpton, don’t hold back. Tell us 
the “Way It Is,” or don’t bother. 
Mayor Phil Amicone is said to 
attend the “Rally for Justice.” 
Respect yes, but best no one hold 
back. I await Yonkers Police 
Commissioner Edmund Hartnett’s 
challenge to Rev. Al Sharpton, 
that is, to speak before the public, 
mano a mano, on WVOX-1460 AM 
radio, on any Tuesday morning, 
between 10 am through 11 am, for 
as many Tuesday’s as they require 
to bridge the perception of police 
brutality in the City of Yonkers. 
Police Commissioner Hartnett is 
committed. What about you Rev. 
Sharpton? 
  
 

   It’s hard to imagine a more 
threatening situation than putting 
a police officer in a prison with 
hardened criminals who have 
been put there by him or by other 
cops. Anyone who would support 
such an action would have to be 
a cop hater or someone too naïve 
to be in a position of authority. 
   The same logic applies to those who 
are assigned to guard the borders of 
our country. Hence, when Border 
Patrol Agents Ignacio Ramos and 
Jose Compean were incarcerated 
with hundreds of illegal immigrant 
inmates, it was as if someone 
wanted to impose a death sentence. 
The execution was almost carried 
out against Mr. Ramos when he was 
brutally attacked after his photo 
appeared on an “America’s Most 
Wanted” segment being viewed 
by a bunch of his fellow inmates. 
In that segment, Mr. Ramos was 
arresting some Mexicans who had 
entered illegally. That night, he 
was assaulted by several men who 
are serving time for the type of 
crimes that Mr. Ramos, a former 
nominee for Border Patrol Agent 
of the Year, had been enforcing. 
   Now, why are Ramos and 
Compean in prison? Because they 
didn’t properly report the facts of 
a border incident in which a known 
drug smuggler was shot by Ramos. 
That drug smuggler subsequently 
became the witness against them in 
return for a guarantee of immunity 
from prosecution on drug charges. 

This tragedy began about a year 
and a half ago when Ramos and 
Compean were doing their job 
of trying to stem the continuous 
invasion of this country. Ramos had 
responded to a request for backup 
from Compean, who noticed a 
suspicious van near along the Rio 
Grande River, several miles east of 
El Paso. Ramos tried to cut off the 
van, driven by illegal alien Osbaldo 
Davila of Mexico. Unable to outrun 
Ramos and another agent that took 
up the pursuit, Davila stopped the 
van on a levee, jumped out and 
began running toward the river. 
At the other side of the levee he 
was met by Compean, who had 
anticipated the smuggler’s attempt 
to get back across the border to 
Mexico. 
   What transpired shortly afterward 
is a bit murky, but it was stated 
that Davila continued running 
away. Ramos said he heard shots 
and saw fellow agent Compean on 
the ground. Then he saw Davila 
turn toward him, pointing what 
appeared to be a gun. Ramos fired 
his gun at Davila, but was unaware 
that the man was hit because he 
watched him continue running 
and jump into a waiting van and 
escape across the border. In the 
ensuing investigation, neither agent 
mentioned the shots that had been 
fired. The abandoned van, which 
was confiscated, contained 800 
pounds of marijuana. 
   More than 2 weeks after the 

incident, an investigator with the 
Department of Homeland Security’s 
Office of Inspector General received 
a call from a Border Patrol agent 
in Arizona. The agent’s mother-
in-law had received a call from 
Davila’s mother in Mexico telling 
her that her son had been wounded 
in the buttocks in the shooting. 
The investigator made a call to the 
smuggler in Mexico and, before you 
can say, “Let’s make a deal,” the 
government of the US filed charges 
against the agents after giving full 
immunity to the drug smuggler and 
paying for his medical treatment at 
an El Paso hospital.
   What in Heaven’s name is going 
on in this country?
   During the trial, an Assistant US 
Attorney told the court that the 
agents had violated an unarmed 
man’s (Davila’s) civil rights. How 
they could prove he was unarmed is 
beyond imagination since he left the 
scene and wasn’t heard from until 
he became a witness against the 
men who had the duty of keeping 
him from being where he was in the 
first place.
Notwithstanding the ludicrous 
nature of having an illegal alien 

drug smuggler be responsible for 
putting 2 border patrol agents in 
prison, this case underscores the 
serious disconnect between those 
who face crime in the real world 
and those who read about it in the 
safety and security of a law library.
   The imprisonment of these 2 men 
is more than a national disgrace; it’s 
an example of a country that has 
lost its will to survive. When we put 
lawmen in prison based on the word 
of the lawless, how interested are 
the lawmen going to be in risking 
their lives for us? In essence, these 
2 agents are in prison because they 
didn’t follow procedure.
What people like the Asst. US 
Attorney will never understand 
is that it’s a lot easier to follow 
procedure in the orderly, civilized 
and well-lit atmosphere of a 
courtroom than it is during a violent 
struggle against desperate people in 
the dark of night. If there ever were 
a valid reason for a presidential 
pardon, this case screams for it at 
90 decibels, if only to prove that 
there is still some sanity left in this 
rapidly declining culture. 
   That is, unless the powers 
that be are waiting to issue it 
posthumously.
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Like Klockwork

America’s Vast Wasteland: The Middle Ground
By Joe Klock, Sr.

  ‘Round about the mid-forties, when 
the “Brown Shoe” War was cooling 
down and the Cold War had not yet 
heated up, tunesmith Sunny Skylar 
(“You’re Breaking My Heart ‘Cause 
You’re Leaving”) penned a hit song 
entitled “Gotta Be This Or That.” 
   The lyrics, in part, posed this 
question: “Can’t you see, it’s 
gotta be one way or the other?” 
   That song, popularized by The 
Ames Brothers, Ella Fitzgerald, 
Dinah Shore and Frances Albert 
Sinatra, among others, aptly 
described the mind set these days 
of many Americans in general and 
most political partisans in particular. 
   The middle ground of 
understanding, compromise, 
tolerance and open-mindedness has, 
in the main, gone the way of pre-
marital chastity, man-powered lawn 
mowers, one-paycheck households, 
leisurely family dinners and the 
journalistic likes of Walter Cronkite. 
   Instead, we are becoming a 
nation of resolute rockheads, 

with opinions set in a superglue 
impenetrable by new ideas and 
totally resistant to negotiation. 
   “My mind is made up, please 
don’t confuse me with facts” used 
to be a vignette of wry humor, but it 
has morphed into an unsung mantra 
among many in the land wherein 
we are permitted to both formulate 
and modify our thoughts freely. 
   When, for example, was the last 
time you heard phrases like “you’ve 
got a point there” or “I’ve never 
thought of it that way” or “maybe 
I should look into that” included 
in political debates, media talk 
shows, or even casual chit-chat 
between cocktail party habitues?  
   We are, most of us (and 
almost all public pontificators), 
frequently wrong in our 
pronouncements, but seldom 
in doubt about their soundness. 
   The feedback I get from readers 
may not be a reliable reflection 
of America’s “vox populi,” but it 
uncovers significant segments of 

entrenched opinion 
on such subjects 
as political parties, 
judicial decisions, 
government services, 
i m m i g r a t i o n , 
reproductive mores, 
gun control and, 
currently,  candidates 
for public office. 
   Such polarity is 
also pervasive in our 
leadership where it 
has spawned paralysis 
of analysis and diarrhea of debate. 
   There are no better (make that 
worse) examples of these maladies 
than the United States Sinate and 
House of Reprehensibles, now 
locked in a passionate stalemate 
over issues shrieking for immediate 
action, including warfare, welfare, 
terrorism, cronyism, corruption, 
deception and a fungus among 
us of somewhere between 12 
and 20 million illegal residents.  
   Their solution, after “working hard 

on the problems” 
(politicobabble for 
their firefights of 
rhetoric) will be to 
avoid the third rails 
of decision-making 
and sally forth toward 
a 2008 shootout. 
   These are 
individuals chosen 
by us, paid by us 
and charged by us to 
solve such problems, 
rather than perpetuate 

them, but we the people set a poor 
example of willingness to invade 
the middle ground of compromise 
and resolution of differences. 
   There are still those among 
us, for example, who feel 
that the only good Democrat/
Republican (dealer’s choice) is 
one permanently out of power.  
   ASIDE: I remember meeting an 
elderly and influential man during 
my tenderer years in Philadelphia 
who proudly proclaimed that he 

had never failed to vote in a local, 
state or national election, NOR had 
he ever voted for a single candidate 
of the “other” party. (SHEESH!) 
   There are some of us-all who 
feel that the “well-regulated 
militia” guaranteed by our 
Constitution extends to private 
ownership of machine guns, while 
others would have us rely on 
Davidian slingshots in defending 
against Goliathan predators.  
   Some Americans equate any 
form of birth control with murder, 
while others defend the right to 
slaughter a nearly-born infant. 
   Some would grant extensive 
welfare, our voting rights and full 
amnesty to both the sheep and 
wolves among those who entered 
the US illegally, while others 
would expel all of them, including 
prime candidates for citizenship 
similar to their own ancestors. 
   Extremists are usually defined 
as those who are radically, blindly 
and militantly over the top in their 

views, but they are closely related 
to - and unconsciously emulated 
by  - “average” people who make 
casual reference to “the” problem, 
“those” people and “that” idea, 
suggesting that they suffer from 
the dual curse of closed minds 
and “can’t openers” of dialogue. 
   Regardless of the issue at hand 
or the passion of the partisan, it 
ain’t gotta be this or that and it 
can’t be, if that critical middle 
ground of compromise and 
resolution is ever to be colonized. 
   Otherwise, in both our public and 
private lives, it will remain the most 
underdeveloped territory on the 
American scene - and, potentially, 
its most abundantly fruited plain.
 
Freelance wordworker Joe Klock, 

Sr. (joeklock@aol.com) is a 
winter Floridian who summers 
in New Hampshire. More of his 

“Klockwork,” is at 
www.joeklock.com.

Mike Spano, as loveable as he may 
be, has been a non-performing, and 
non-functioning member of the 
Democrat-controlled New York 
State Assembly for his entire career. 
Only as the sibling of his powerful 
New York State Senator brother, 
Nick, did his assembly appendage 
have any life.
   Only in Yonkers can Republican 
County Clerk Leonard Spano retire 
before losing his seat;  his son Nick 
can lead the Westchester County 
Republican Party to ruin and lose 
his election to another political 
fraud;  have another brother, Lenny, 
think he could run as a Democrat  
for Mayor of Yonkers this year, 
shortly after retiring from his police 
union position with absolutely no 
experience in government; and 
finally, push Assemblyman Mike 
Spano to run in a Republican 
primary four years ago, lose, 
then take a two-year hiatus, to be 
homebound, and then come back 
as some kind of “savior,” and now 
switch to the Democrats. 
   Is there anyone out there who 
is still fooled? The Spano family 
trademark has always been 
prearranged; easy elections. Is this 
now the local pool of Democrat 

Assemblyman Mike 
Spano Comes Out of the 

Political Closet
From Page 1

Party talent in Yonkers? Cousins, 
Jenkins, Lesnick, McDow, and 
Mike Spano? Say it isn’t so! All 
are accidental office holders, adept 
at talking their way around issues, 
but not producing very much of 
anything.
   Vox Populi has been consistently 
saying that this is a one-party city. 
What further proof is needed? 
Same sex or same party, this 
closeted political birth is a late 
term procedure that survived. 
The coupling of these two parties 
demands other choices. Low voter 
turn-out speaks for itself. Perhaps, 
an independent party candidate 
could give us some hope.
   Nothing here is about principle; 
only public relations and power. 
Not brains, just brawn. It’s 
superficial, not substantial. Mike 
Spano has made his choice. He 
should be, where he feels most 
comfortable. Now this should give 
more people the opportunity to find 
better ways to present themselves to 
the voters, and this is also a time for 
the voters to cast aside the political 
opportunists and seek to unify their 
interests through other political 
venues: such as Unity08 on the 
national level, or supporting third 
party candidates on the local level. 

lose their jobs? Maybe $500,000? 
Interestingly however, between 
Superintendent Pierorazio’s 
Central Office hirings and recent 
retirements, he had about $2 
million dollars available by which 
to maintain this program.
   So what’s the deal? The deal Mr. 
Inspector General Zisman, is that an 
audit by your office is needed; going 
back at least five years, in order to 
determine how much money was 
received, how it was spent, and 
if it was spent correctly? Or did 
Superintendent Pierorazio use this 
program to fund other positions? 
Clearly an accounting of the Adult 
Basic Education (ABE) program 
is warranted; and it is needed now. 
You have the authority to audit. 
Will you?
   This is all about fiscal 
(MIS)management. Check the 
records. Who was in charge? What 
staff was paid off these lines? 

Mr. Pierorzio’s 
Playground

From Page 1 Where did they work; that is, if they 
worked? Where, when, and how 
many students did they serve? Who 
gave the Board of Education (BoE) 
money and why did the funding dry 
up? When did this program actually 
start to lose money? Where has the 
outside funding been directed to 
now? 
   Mr. Zisman, bypass Mayor Phil 
Amicone, Superintendent Bernard 
Pierorazio, and the Trustees, and 
put your stamp on this investigation 
of Pierorazio’s playground. 
   There is more here than meets 
the eye. Mr. Zissman, don’t let the 
BoE and Superintendent Pierorazio 
get away with dismantling the 
ABE under the guise of budgetary 
problems. In dollars and cents, 
what is the real savings? You mean 
it just happened this year? Or is it 
just catching up to Superintendent 
Pierorazio, now that he is 
Superintendent?    Investigate Mr. 
Zisman, don’t let anyone sweep it 
under the rug. 

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- A report, 
prepared by the Environmental 
Advisory Committee created in 
June 2006 by the New Rochelle 
City Council, highlighted four 
priority issues for the city.  They 
are: Green Buildings; Open/Green 
Space; Vehicle Fleet/Energy; and 
Consumption, and Education 
awareness.  The report was 
presented to the New Rochelle 
City Council on July 10, 2007. 
Committee Chair Dr. Herbert Fox 
claimed there was a “need to give 
developers incentives” such as 
grants and incentives because they 
claim it would cost extra money to 
incorporate the needed changes in 
construction.
   A two step process was suggested 
by Fox.  Either the Council can 
enact legislation using LEED 
(Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design) Standards, 

or the building codes can be 
changed to adopt “Green Building 
Standards.”  LEED certification of 
a building can be attained in the five 
design areas of siting, that is, water 
efficiency, energy and atmosphere, 
materials and resources, and 
indoor air quality.  It was noted 
that New York City already has 
Green Building Standards in their 
codes.   At present the new buildings 
in downtown New Rochelle are not 
Green, but Fox praised the College 
of New Rochelle’s Wellness Center 
which is a totally Green building.
   Open space was always considered 
a side issue by the city.  It was 
recommended that the amount 
of open space be increased and 
buffer zones added to maintain the 
character of New Rochelle.  With 
the downtown development, open 
space is needed in the surrounding 
areas to balance the city’s “intense 

growth”   Designating passive 
recreation open space for activities 
such as walking or bird watching 
areas and hiking trails was felt to be 
desirable. Wetland protection was 
considered essential in maintaining 
water quality and protecting habitat 
for wild life.   Buffer zones between 
development and open space would 
“supply a screen from noise and 
pollution from cars.” The cumulative 
impact of all development should 
be monitored closely.
   There were specific actions 
recommended in the report.  An open 
space map should be developed to 
identify “underdeveloped (land).”  
The zoning ordinances should 
be examined so they could be 
strengthened through elimination of 
“loopholes (e.g. Tree ordinance).”  
The Zoning Board should be 
informed of the “importance of 
open space and the impacts of 

Are Green Buildings, Hybrid Electric Trucks in New Rochelle’s Future?
By Peggy Godfrey

polluted runoff.
   A discussion on the use of Hybrid 
Refuse Trucks ensued.  Fox stated 
it will take a long time to come to 
fruition, but New Rochelle can 
take the lead and show the way 
for other municipalities.  Council 
members had some questions about 
how the city could implement 
these standards. Council member, 
Marianne Sussman, suggested a 
department might be needed.
   The price of buying a new 
hybrid truck was felt to be 
prohibitive but Joseph Cotoneo, 
Deputy Commissioner of Public 
Works, felt a regular truck could 
be converted at a much cheaper 
price, by “eliminating the middle 
man.”  Cotoneo said this is new 
technology.  The City is looking in 
to this because they want less carbon 
emissions and to conserve on fuel.  
He felt the least costly conversion 

was to convert an existing truck to 
a plug-in hybrid vehicle.  As a pilot 
program the new technology can 
convert these trucks to hybrids 
for fuel economy and to lessen 
the carbon emissions which help 
prevent global warming.  Cotoneo 
reviewed the scope of the report 
on Hybrid Refuse Trucks.  The 
Hybrid Refuse Trucks will allow 
the City to increase “environmental 
awareness, reduce operating costs 
and air-borne emissions, compared 
to conventional diesel trucks.  
The Hybrid Refuse Trucks will 
be operated f or their useful life 
(approximately l0 years) within 
New Rochelle’s refuse truck fleet.  
The proposed Hybrid Refuse 
Trucks will displace up to half of 
the fuel normally used during its 
operation life and eliminate many 
tons of harmful particulates and 
hydrocarbons.”

     Reservations were expressed 
about the steps that can be taken to 
preserve open space.  There is no 
doubt that Green Buildings, more 
open space and better zoning codes 
can enhance the environment of 
New Rochelle.  
 Betty Lewin, a resident in the 
neighborhood of the College of New 
Rochelle Wellness Center thinks 
it is a wonderful green project.  It 
serves the purposes of the colleges 
and the students and protects and 
enhances the environment.”  The 
recommendation of this committee 
was to implement these codes 
starting with large buildings and 
working their way down to medium 
sized buildings and finally private 
buildings.  Admitting “enforcement 
will be difficult” the rewards to 
the community will be a cleaner, 
healthier and more sustainable New 
Rochelle.”

Feiner he would ‘walk away’ from 
any agreement.  Moreover, we 
were expressly forbidden to relate 
any discussion that took place 
at the meeting with Hal Samis, 
an outspoken commentator on 
Greenburgh politics.  While we 
were uncomfortable with these 
gag orders and the ad-hominem 
attacks of Councilman Sheehan on 
Supervisor Feiner (“Feiner screws 
everything up.  I have to stay up 
all hours fixing his screw-ups.”) 
and their attacks on Mr. Samis, 
we reluctantly accepted these 
conditions and proceeded with the 
meeting in the hope of working 
out an agreement to develop the 
Property.  We reached an agreement 
that the EEC would create a 
new “park district” and accept a 
conservation easement covering a 
portion of the property...”
 Paragraph 44
    “Soon thereafter, S&R received 
a letter dated February 2, 2007, 
from Robert Bernstein of the EEC 
contemplating S&R’s gifting of the 
Property directly to him.  He sent 
us his draft of a Gift Agreement 
(Exhibit 19).” 
Paragraph 46
   “On February 3, 2007,... 
another meeting organized by 
Councilman Bass and attended 
by Councilman Francis Sheehan, 
Councilwoman Eddie Mae Barnes 
and Councilwoman Diana Juettner, 
Robert Bernstein and Michelle 
McNally of the EEC... Councilman 
Bass and Councilman Sheehan 
had suggested that it would be 
appropriate for Councilwoman 
Barnes and Councilwoman Juettner 
to personally meet the principals 
of S&R since they would be 
formally voting to implement the 
Agreement.  At this meeting, the 
parties again agreed: (a) S&R would 
grant a conservation easement on a 
portion of the Property; (b) S&R 
would grant an option to the EEC 
to purchase the Property for a price 
equal to S&R’s investment in the 
Property inconsideration of: (i) 
the Town’s agreement to modify 
the language of the proposed 
moratorium so that the Property 
would be excepted from its 
application, and (ii) the agreement 
by the Town and EEC to support 
our development application of a 
ten-unit town home development 
instead of the contemplated 37-unit 
development if the EEC did not 
exercise its purchase option.”
 Paragraph 47
    “At the February 3rd meeting, 

Extraordinary Secrecy, Favoritism, Violations of 
Open Meeting Law by Greenburgh Town Council

From Page 1 Robert Bernstein said that he 
would have Edgemont purchase the 
property through a bond offering 
by an Edgemont Park District he 
would create....Bernstein indicated 
that initially he would want to lease 
the land to the GNC [Greenburgh 
Nature Center]; thereafter he would 
want to use the land as the possible 
site for an Edgemont Town Hall 
if and when Edgemont seceded 
from the Town of Greenburgh.  
He stated that Edgemont did not 
own any other land as the possible 
site for an Edgemont Town 
Hall in the future. Regarding 
the park district, Robert 
Bernstein explained that S&R 
would grant the conservation 
easement to the park district 
and after Edgemont raised the 
funds to purchase the balance 
of the land Edgemont would 
own the entire property and be 
able to create a new town hall 
for itself upon secession...”
 Paragraph 54
    “[At about February 21, Mr. 
Troy] received a telephone call 
from Councilman Bass, who told 
me that he wanted to arrange for 
a referendum to be placed on the 
September primary voting ballot 
to approve a bond offering for the 
to-be-created Edgemont Parks 
Board to purchase our Property…  
He asked me to ‘trust’ him that 
the bond offering would pass in 
September and asked me to make 
a gift of the Property immediately, 
without first being exempted from 
the moratorium.  I declined his 
proposal. 
Paragraph 55
    “On February 26, 2007, 
breaching our prior agreements 
and after his ‘Trust Me’ telephone 
call, Councilman Bass sent out a 
‘blast’ e-mail (Exhibit 24) ... stating 
that our Property was zoned R-20 
(single family homes on half an 
acre).  He went on to write that ‘The 
Town Council understands that 
the Greenburgh Nature Center’s 
board and Edgemont residents may 
prefer to see the Dromore Road 
Property not developed at all and 
have it preserved as open space.  
The Town Council will continue 
to explore with community leaders 
that possibility.’  Councilman Bass’ 
arrogance and his capitulation to 
the EEC and GNC is evident in 
this sentence.  He continues to 
assert that the GNC and Edgemont 
residents should get to control our 
property.” 
What all this means is clear.
    First, as has become their 
standard operating procedure, 

Councilpersons Bass and Sheehan 
operate in secret about matters in 
which the public has great interest.  
The moratorium, which was really 
directed only at the Dromore 
Road property, would have very 
significant effect on the Central 
Avenue area.  Discussions cannot 
be kept secret, especially when 
the matters discussed have such 
profound impact.  The January 27, 
2007 meeting, at which Councilman 
Bass commanded that S&R 
could not even tell their lawyers 

about it, is extraordinary, almost 
as extraordinary as Councilman 
Sheehan’s threat that if the 
Supervisor and/or Mr. Samis were 
told about the meeting he would 
walk away from any agreement -- an 
agreement that he was not authorized 
to make.  I will not comment on 
the disrespectful and improper 
exclusion of the Supervisor in this 
matter because it is so obvious. 
   Second, instead of having public 
discussion, the discussions were 
limited to Bass, Sheehan, and Bob 
Bernstein and Michelle McNally.  
The latter two are not elected 
officials.  It has been noticed for 
some time that Bernstein and 
McNally effectively run the Town 
Council, but this is the first time that 
this has been documented.Third, 
at the February 3, 2007 meeting, 
all four Councilpersons attended.  
This was a blatant violation of the 
open meetings law.  It is required 
that whenever a majority of the 
Town Board meets on town 
business, it must be a meeting 
open to the public.  All four of the 
Councilpersons know this, and thus 
their violation of the law is all the 
more severe.  It is interesting, by 
the way, that Bass and Sheehan 
said that Barnes and Juettner were 
there because they would vote on 
the agreement when, of course, the 
Supervisor also would vote on the 
agreement, but the Supervisor was 
not even told about the meeting.
   Fourth, at the February 3, 2007 
meeting, Bernstein made it obvious 

that his intention was for Edgemont 
to acquire the property not for park 
purposes, or to keep Edgemont 
school enrollment down, but to 
acquire the only possible site for 
a town hall upon Edgemont’s 
secession from Greenburgh.  I 
suspect that what was meant was 
the implementation of Bernstein’s 
long campaign to make Edgemont 
a separate village, though it is not 
impossible that he actually means 
to secede and make Edgemont a 
separate town.

   Fifth, Bernstein’s secession 
plan was obviously approved 
by the four Councilpersons, all 
of whom were present when 
he made his announcement.  
This is further evidenced by 
the fact that Bass called S&R 
to expedite the agreement, 
even asking Mr. Troy to 
transfer the property on trust -
- an invitation Mr. Troy wisely 
declined.
   Sixth, this entire story 
demonstrates that the 

Councilpersons have 
essentially turned over their 
governmental authority to 
Bernstein and McNally, to the great 
detriment of the rest of the town.  
The secession of Edgemont, or its 
incorporation as a separate village, 
would dramatically reduce the tax 
base of the town.  Edgemont, which 
has the most expensive homes in 
the town, obviously pays relatively 
larger town taxes than less wealthy 
areas.  Edgemont’s town taxes 
would be cut by more than 90% if 
it becomes a village, and disappear 
altogether if secession takes place.  
This would cause the town to 
eliminate or sharply reduce many 
of its services and programs, to the 
detriment of every other section of 
unincorporated Greenburgh. The 
effect on Hartsdale, Fairview, East 
Irvington, Donald Park, Orchard 
Hill, North Elmsford, Mayfair-
Knollwood, and every other area of 
unincorporated Greenburgh would 
be enormous and these areas would 
suffer greatly.  And yet, the four 
Councilpersons were, and are, quite 
prepared to let it happen in order to 
give Bernstein and McNally what 
they would like, irrespective of the 
impact on others.
I urge you to read the entire 
affidavit.  You will be shocked and 
angry.  And you should show both 
your shock and anger to the four 
Councilpersons.

   
You may call or write by directing 

email to me at 
pfeiner@greenburghny.com
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– 10:00 pm, the 7th Annual all day 
interactive storytelling and music 
festival is scheduled in the historic 
Mohegan Colony in Westchester, 
New York. A host of nationally and 
regionally known Storytellers and 
Musicians will entertain and engage 
audiences, toddlers to grandparents, 
from the Martha Guinsberg Pavilion 
stage, where, once upon a time Pete 
Seeger and Paul Robeson performed. 
Audiences of all ages will sit 
spellbound as these accomplished 
storytellers and musicians bring to 
life historical moments, characters, 
and events from literature, as well 
as spin their own personal tales 
Simultaneously, while storytellers 
and musicians appear on stage with 
stories for adults, a full program of 
family stories for young children 
will be presented in the stone school 
house located opposite the Pavilion. 
In the evening, bring blankets to 
keep   warm from the “chilling” 
ghost stories told by the light of 
flaming torches and candlelight at 
the Pavilion, All venues are covered 
and the show will go on rain or 
shine. Food and refreshments will 
available for purchase.  As a special 
treat, guests of the Storytelling 
event are invited to bring towels 
and beach wear and  have a dip 

Mohegan Colony Storytelling and 
Music Festival

in the beautiful Mohegan Colony 
Lake located a few minutes from 
the pavilion. Tickets: $12 adults - 
$3 children under 15 day OR night,  
$15 adults - $5 children all day and 
night.  Special group and family 
rates available.
    In addition to the music and 
storytelling festival, there will be a 
Storytelling Workshop by Michael 
Parent 10am to Noon. Michael 
Parent’s participatory workshop for 
beginning or intermediate tellers 
of any age, focuses on the basics 
of telling a story. We will cover 
choosing a story, learning a story, 
the nervousness preceding the 
telling and, finally, the telling of the 
story to an audience. Participants 
will be led through various 
exercises or “challenges” that will 
help them get a better sense of 
how to prepare a story and how to 
get it across. (Handouts included.) 
The fee is $20.00. Reservations are 
suggested.
   The event is hosted by the 
Mohegan Colony Association and 
coordinated under the guidance 
of Judith Heineman, storyteller, 
actress, performance artist and 
Producer of both the Los Angeles 
Women’s Theatre Festival and 
Tellabration ’97 – 2007, an annual 
Adult Storytelling Festival in 

Chicago and an Illinois Artstour 
and Residency roster artist.  She is 
also an Illinois Arts Council and 
Illinois Humanities Council artist. 
Heineman is one of the many gifted 
storytellers who will participate in 
this year’s story telling and music 
celebration. 
    Featured artists include: Four 
Shilling Short, musicians and 
storytellers Bobby Gonzalez, 
multicultural storyteller and poet; 
Linda H. Humes,  The Urban Griot; 
Michael Parent,  bi-lingual teller 
and author from Maine; Sanga, 
charismatic and accomplished 
Trinidadian musician; The 
Storycrafters, storytellers and 
musicians (who will be in the ghost 
story concert at Jonesborough in 
October and plan to try out some 
of those stories with the Mohegan 
Colon audience!); Sandi Sylver, 
ventriloquist, songstress and 
storyteller from Chicago and more!

    The Mohegan Colony 
Storytelling Festival is a charter 
member of the Hudson Valley 

Storytelling Alliance.
For further information, contact: 

Judith Heineman at 
JuHeStories@aol.com,

914-528-1446 (in August), 
or Ellen Monten 914-528-5830, or  

jmonten@optonline.net.

YONKERS, NY -- Television 
subscribers in Yonkers now 
have another service provider to 
choose from after the City Council 
approved a television service 
franchise agreement with Verizon 
late Thursday night, July 12, 2007. 
Mayor Phil Amicone, who sent 
the agreement to the City Council 
last month, said the addition of the 
company’s FiOS TV service into 
the sparse local marketplace will 
increase competition and lower 
prices for consumers. 
   “The addition of a new franchise 
is great news for Yonkers residents 
who now have more choices 
for their subscription television 
service,” said Mayor Amicone, who 
began negotiations with Verizon in 
January of this year. “Choice is not 
something that has traditionally been 
offered to subscribers in the cable 
and satellite industry, which is why 
I’m excited about this opportunity 
to broaden our marketplace.” 
   Amicone said that Verizon’s FiOS, 
which features a variety of channel 
programming and service options 

Amicone Pronounces Yonkers 
Consumers Big Winners with Verizon 

Cable TV Franchise

such as high-definition (HD) 
television and high speed Internet 
access, will provide sufficient 
competition to other cable and 
satellite providers in order to attract 
local consumers and drive down 
prices. 
   The benefit to consumers was 
immediately evident by comparing 
the basic packages by the two 
companies that will provide cable 
subscription services in Yonkers. 
Basic Verizon FiOS television 
service will start at $12.99 and 

includes 49 channels, while a 
similar basic package of channels 
is available from Cablevision for 
$17.80. 
   “We’re especially happy about what 
this means for Yonkers’ substantial 
senior citizen population, many 
of whom live on fixed incomes 
but rely on the information they 
receive from cable television. Now 
our seniors-and everyone else-will 
have better prices to choose from,” 
added Amicone.
   The agreement will now go to 
the New York State Public Service 
Commission for approval, which 
will hold public hearings on the 
matter. Once the commission 
approves the agreement, Verizon 
FiOS service will be available 
in some parts of the city within 
weeks. 
   Other Westchester County 
municipalities to have recently 
added Verizon agreements include 
Ardsley, Dobbs Ferry, Eastchester, 
Elmsford, Irvington, Greenburgh, 
Mount Kisco, Port Chester, and 
Tarrytown.

Yonkers Residents Will Benefit from Better Prices and Service with the 
Addition of a New Cable TV Provider in the Local Marketplace

WHITE PLAINS, NY --  Criminals 
beware: law enforcement in 
Westchester now has a powerful 
new crime fighting tool, an 
improved forensic lab that can 
analyze evidence more quickly and 
establish identity through DNA 
with the smallest of samples.
   “With these improvements our 
labs become part of an exclusive 
club. Only 33 in the nation are 
accredited to conduct these kinds 
of sophisticated tests,’’ said 
County Executive Andy Spano. 
“A smudged fingerprint that was 
previously unusable can now yield 
DNA evidence that can positively 
identify a suspect. This will help us 
catch criminals more quickly and 
better protect the public.’’
   CEO Andy Spano was talking 
about new lab facilities at the 
Westchester County Department 
of Labs and Research. Andy Spano 
and District Attorney Janet DiFiore 
and county legislators toured the 
new facilities at 10 Dana Road in 
Valhalla last week, July 12, 2007.  
   Using $8 million in county capital 
funds and a $1 million state grant, 
the county expanded the lab and 
purchased more sophisticated 
equipment and computers. As 
a result, key evidence can be 
processed more quickly, allowing 
investigators to focus their cases 

County Unveils New State of the Art 
DNA Lab to Speed Crime Detection

New Labs Can Perform More Sophisticated Tests on Smaller  
Samples and Provide Quicker Results

early on when the chances of 
solving them are greater.  
   “DNA evidence has become an 
integral part in the prosecution 
of criminal cases,” said District 
Attorney Janet DiFiore. “The ability 
to conduct more sophisticated tests 
and get the results quickly enhances 
the whole criminal justice process.  
As law enforcement evolves to meet 
the challenges of the twenty-first 
century, technological innovations 
and advancements such as state 
of the art DNA testing will assure 
Westchester residents that their 
safety and security are paramount.” 
   County Legislator Michael B. 
Kaplowitz (D-I-WF, Somers), who 
chairs the Legislature’s Budget & 
Appropriations Committee, said. 
“There is no better investment of 
taxpayer dollars than to improve 
and ensure the public’s safety. 
Innovative and vital projects such 
as this new DNA lab, coupled 
with the guidance of the County 
Executive and District Attorney, are 
why Westchester County continues 
to be a leader in public safety and 
crime fighting.”
   The new expanded lab and new 
equipment will also perform a 
wider variety of DNA analysis. The 
lab had conducted nuclear DNA 
analysis, but now it will also be able 
to conduct mitochondrial analysis, 

which enables a more refined DNA 
analysis of hair, teeth and skeletal 
remains, among other evidence. 
The expanded lab will also be 
able to more effectively conduct 
DNA tests on tiny specimens once 
considered too small for analysis. 
Small amounts of skin cells on 
weapons or keyboards can also be 
examined now.
   Another improvement to the 
facility is the forensic garage, 
which has been in use since 1989. 
By enlarging its doors, the garage 
can now accommodate vehicles 
larger than a van. Being able to 
examine large vehicles indoors 
and in a place where sophisticated 
equipment is present improves the 
ability to recover key evidence 
from both the interior and exterior 
of vehicles.
   A new computer system reduces 
the amount of time it takes to log 
and bring in evidence to the lab. The 
new system will allow investigators 
to input certain data right from their 
offices, saving visits to the lab.
   The Westchester forensics 
lab was the 14th in the United 
States to receive an international 
accreditation, which is based on 
higher and more rigorous standards. 
Only 33 of more than 400 forensic 
labs in the US currently have this 
accreditation.

Ossining Affordable Housing
   The County Board approved 
$867,000 in funding to purchase 
a nationally-registered landmark 
building at 135-139 Main Street 
in the Village of Ossining. The 
4,312 square feet space will be 
developed into 12 one-and-two 
bedroom affordable condominium 
apartments. The units will offer 
homeownership opportunities 
to families at or below 80% 
of Westchester’s median income.  
(No: Oros, Burrows and Swanson 
Absent: LaMotte) The County 
Board approved an additional 
$476,000 to fund related 
infrastructure improvements to the 
property. (No: Burrows, Swanson; 
Absent LaMotte). 
County Jail Improvements (15-0 
Absent, Maisano, LaMotte)
   Three year capital improvement 
plan to renovate the existing jail 
built in 1932 followed determination 
that renovation was a more cost 
effective alternative to building a 
replacement facility. The Board 
approved bond acts), as follows:
• $1.725 million to construct an 
Emergency Services Command 
Center at the jail, including 
installing a closed circuit television 
console to monitor movement and 
activity throughout the correctional 
complex; 
• $2.2 million to install life saving 
systems, including smoke detectors, 

Highlights of Actions Taken by the County 
Board of Legislators at its July 9th Meeting 

Legislation Approved---Bond Acts (two-thirds majority required  
for passage): 

fire alarm and public address 
systems and an automatic sprinkler 
system;
• $6.43 million for renovations, 
including architectural and 
structural repairs and mechanical, 
plumbing and electrical renovations; 
$470,000 to design phase two;
• $1.5 million for infrastructure 
improvements at the facility, such as 
the replacement and rehabilitation 
of elevators in the jail, penitentiary 
and jail annex, and the continuation 
of the exterior waterproofing 
project.
County Parks (15-0, Absent, 
LaMotte, Maisano)
• $300,000 to study and redesign 
Rye Playland’s 735,000 square foot 
parking lot to improve pedestrian 
safety by re-routing incoming traffic 
away from the amusement park’s 
pedestrian entrances and improve 
traffic circulation;  
• $700,000 to replace heavy vehicles 
used throughout the county park 
system. 
Additional Actions Taken 
Appointment To Westchester 
Medical Center Board Of 
Directors
The County Board appointed 
Herman Geist, a former chairman 
of the Board of Legislators, as a 
voting director of the governing 
body of the Westchester Health 
Care Corporation. 
New, Simpler Financial Disclosure 

Form Approved For County 
Volunteers
   The Board unanimously 
approved the use of a shorter, 
more streamlined, 3-page financial 
disclosure form for the limited 
purpose of screening volunteers 
serving on certain county citizen 
advisory boards to determine if 
a conflict of interest exists. Paid 
and elected county officials will 
continue to be required to fill out 
the more comprehensive, 17-page 
financial disclosure form.  
Contracts Renewed With 
Westchester Medical Center For 
The Following Services: 
   To enhance system to detect and 
monitor public health threats and 
outbreaks (no cost contract); 
To review the medical status of 
correction employees to determine 
their fitness for duty through Dec 
31, 1010 at a cost of approximately 
$30,000 per year. 
• Public Hearings Scheduled for 
August 6 at 7:30 PM 
• Proposed 2007-08 Westchester 
Community College Budget.
• Proposal to add the parcel at 1767 
Jacob Road in Yorktown to the 
Peekskill Sanitary Sewer District.
   Proposed “Portable/Inflatable 
Swimming Pool Advisory” 
legislation that would require 
advising consumers about the 
serious dangers of drowning that 
can be posed by inflatable pools. 

July 31:
Vintage Bar • White Plains, NY • 7:15pm

• Men and Women ages 33-47
August 14:

Olde Stone Mill • Tuckahoe, NY • 7:15pm
• Men and Women ages 35-49

August 28:
Vintage Bar • White Plains, NY • 7:15pm

• Men and Women ages 33-47
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Taste Hudson Valley Wines ,  enjoy epicurean delights, farm fresh produce,  and live music.
Participating Wineries:  Adair Vineyards, Alison Wines, Applewood Winery, Baldwin Vineyards, Benmarl Winery,  Brotherhood Winery,  

Cascade Mountain Winery, Clinton Vineyards, Demarest Hill Winery,  Glorie Farm Winery, Hudson - Chatham Winery,  Millbrook Winery, , Pazdar Wines, 
Prospero Winery, Rivendell Winery, Stoutridge Winery, Warwick Valley Winery, Whitecliff Winery.

12th Annual Bounty of the Hudson Food & Wine Festival 
Brotherhood, America’s Oldest Winery

100 Brotherhood Plaza, Washingtonville, New York
July 28 & 29, 2007    12pm - 5pm

www.gunkswine.com 

Tickets are $25 (plus tax) in advance, ($33 at the door)  
Purchase tickets at www.gunkswine.com or call 845-255-2494

RIDGEWOOD, NY -- Ridgewood 
Savings Bank announced today the 
completion of its acquisition of City 
& Suburban Financial Corporation 
and its subsidiary City & Suburban 
Federal Savings Bank, based in 
Yonkers, New York. The transaction 
previously received approval from 
both the New York State Banking 
Department and Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation (FDIC).  
   William C. McGarry, Chairman, 
President and CEO of Ridgewood 
Savings Bank said, “The culmination 
of this strategic acquisition marks 
an important beginning for the 
expanded footprint of Ridgewood 
Savings Bank, which will now 
feature a significantly increased 
presence in the Bronx as well as 
entry into Westchester County and 
Manhattan.  Though we have clearly 
become a more prominent New 
York-based financial institution, 
our commitment to our customers, 
local communities, and employees 
will never waver.  This philosophy 
has been at the core of our mission 
since 1921.”  
   With the City & Suburban 
acquisition completed, Ridgewood 
Savings Bank now has approximately 

Ridgewood Savings Bank Completes Acquisition of 
City & Suburban Financial Corporation

$4.1 billion in assets, $2.5 billion in 
loans and $3.2 billion in deposits 
and has expanded its presence to 35 

branches in seven counties (Bronx, 
Brooklyn, Manhattan, Nassau, 
Queens, Suffolk, and Westchester).  
The transaction has added 12 
branches and approximately $678 
million in assets, $480 million in 
loans, and $580 million in deposits 
based on June 30, 2007 financial 
data.   
   According to Mr. McGarry, 
Ridgewood Savings Bank will 
ensure a transparent transition 
for City & Suburban customers.  

While full conversion of electronic 
systems and data is expected to be 
completed during September 2007, 
customers will continue to bank 
seamlessly at their local branches. 
In addition, temporary banners at 
each branch will soon be replaced 
with permanent signage. 
   Walter Reese, Senior Vice President 
– retail banking, Ridgewood 
Savings Bank, said, “We are excited 
to increase our presence and also 
expand the service offerings for our 
customers in the Bronx as well as 
into local Westchester County and 
Manhattan neighborhoods.  Along 

with providing comprehensive 
banking and financial services, 
we look forward to creating the 
same one-on-one personalized 
relationships with customers as 
we have done for so many years 
in Queens, Brooklyn, and on Long 
Island.”  He added, “Our expansion 
to these markets will set the stage 
for the growth of the retail and 
lending segments of our business as 
well as for the bank’s overall brand 
identity.”
   Keefe, Bruyette & Woods and 
The Kafafian Group served as 
Ridgewood Savings Bank’s financial 
advisors and Cullen and Dykman 
LLP and Pryor Cashman Sherman 
& Flynn LLP served as Ridgewood 
Savings Bank’s counsel.
   Chartered in 1921, Ridgewood 
Savings Bank (www.
ridgewoodbank.com) is the largest 
mutual savings bank in New York 
State with $4.1 billion in assets.  
Ridgewood Savings Bank has a 
presence of 35 branches in seven 
counties in Bronx, Brooklyn, 
Manhattan, Nassau, Queens, 
Suffolk, and Westchester.  

KATONAH, NY -- Prudential 
Holmes & Kennedy, one of Northern 
Westchester’s top residential real 
estate firms, recently opened its 
own “Think Tank” Training Center 
in Katonah for its 160 agents in 
its six Westchester offices.  The 
new Center will provide additional 
training to the corporate “Prudential 
University,” which provides 
monthly continuing education. 
   “Our new ‘Think Tank’ is 
designed for smaller groups on a 
weekly basis, which enables us 
to provide one-on-one training in 
areas like technology, selling skills, 
and other aspects of residential real 
estate,” said Bill Holmes, President 
of Prudential Holmes & Kennedy. 
   Each week, the “Think Tank” 
features classes with Holmes 
& Kennedy’s most skilled 
salespeople, as well as attorneys, 
mortgage bankers, technology 
experts, and other real estate-
related professionals.  “Residential 
real estate is continuously changing 
and it’s often challenging for agents 
to process all of the different things 
they need to know,” said Holmes.  
“Even seasoned agents may need 
some guidance when it comes to 
new technology and marketing 
techniques, so we want to be able 

“Think Tank” Real Estate 
Training Center Opens in Katonah

to provide the most up-to-date 
information as possible.” 
   According to Holmes, most of 
today’s buyers are shopping on the 
Internet, and agents must be able to 
respond quickly to their requests 
and be ready when buyers are ready 
to make a purchase.  “Whether 
they’ve been in the business for 20 
years, or just one year, our agents 
agree they are definitely getting 
something out of this,” added 
Holmes.  
   Founded in 1968 by Bill Holmes, 
Prudential Holmes & Kennedy 
has enjoyed continued growth and 
success by respecting its mission 
statement of “building lifetime 
relationships, one house at a time.”  
An affiliate of Prudential Real Estate 
since 2004, Prudential Holmes & 
Kennedy remains independently 
owned and operated.  Prudential 
Holmes & Kennedy offers six full 
service offices in Armonk, Bedford, 
Chappaqua, Katonah, Pleasantville, 
and Somers, as well as a global 
relocation department and an in-
house financial/mortgage service 
with Communitywide Mortgage. 
For more information, please visit 
their website at www.PruHolmes.
com.

NEW YORK, NY and 
WESTCHESTER, NY – Con 
Edison is extending the deadline 
through August 17 for submissions 
to its “Power of Powerâ?? video 
contest for 13- to 17-year olds. The 
utility serving 
   New York City and parts of 
Westchester County is asking 
budding filmmakers and 
videographers to create an original, 
one to two minute video on how 
electricity affects their daily lives. 
   The contest commemorates the 
125th anniversary of initial operations 
at the Pearl Street generating 
station -- New York’s first bringing 
electricity to the growing city. The 
top winner will receive a brand-new 
Apple MacBook Pro, Apple’s high-
end laptop.  
   Contestants can learn more 
about contest rules, guidelines, 
and how to upload their videos 
by visiting www.conEd.com/
pearlstreet125. Information about 
this “electrifyingâ?? contest also 

Kids Can Enter Video Contest - Con 
Edison will Award a New 

MacBook Pro 
Utility Commemorating 125th Anniversary of Pearl St. Generating 

Station — New York’s First
is available at www.YouTube.
com (http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=1SS1brZ27Hk).
   The video contest serves as a 
reminder that it was only 125 years 
ago when the Pearl Street generating 
station in Lower Manhattan first 
began distributing electricity to 
homes and businesses in the Wall 
Street area.  Designed and built by 
Thomas Alva Edison, the station 
started generating electricity at 3 
p.m. on September 4, 1882 and 
became the prototype for every 
central electrical generating station 
in the world today. 
   In the inventive spirit of Thomas 
Edison, creativity and entertainment 
are the keys to winning.  Kids are 
urged to use imagination to show 
what turns on New York – electricity 
– and how it impacts their lives. 
Any creative format for your video 
is welcome. Create a commercial, a 
music video, or even a talk show.
   Con Edison is partnering with the 
Lower Manhattan Cultural Council 

on the contest, and the three winners 
and other top finalists will have 
their videos displayed in a lower 
Manhattan storefront exhibit as 
part of the Pearl Street celebration. 
The first prize winner will receive 
a MacBook Pro, the second prize 
winner will receive a MacBook and 
the third prize winner will receive 
an iPod.            
  The Pearl Street storefront 
exhibit will be featured within the 
original square mile that was first 
illuminated by the Pearl Street 
Station in 1882.  Pedestrians will be 
able to view footage from archived 
Con Edison films and clips as well 
as many of the kids’ videos from 
“The Power of Powerâ?? contest.
   The utility provides electric, gas 
and steam service to more than 3 
million customers in New York 
City and Westchester County, New 
York.  For additional information, 
visit Con Edison’s Web site at www.
conEd.com.

YONKERS, NY -- The Yonkers 
Downtown Waterfront BID 
(YDWBID) recently celebrated 
the Grand Opening of Nyamings 
Jamaican Restaurant at 104 New 

Nyamings Jamaican Restaurant 
Celebrates Grand Opening

Nyamings’ owners, Everal and Ruth Dempster of Yonkers, and staff are joined by  Yonkers Mayor Philip 
Amicone in a group snapshot.

Main Street in downtown Yonkers. 
   The Yonkers Downtown/
Waterfront Business Improvement 
District (YDWBID) was created 
to promote and implement the 

economic vitality of the District 
and the City of Yonkers. Steve 
Sansone is the Executive Director 
of the YDWBID.

more info, read relevant articles on 
either site referred to above.  

4. Have at least 2 or 3 people edit 
and proofread your resume – we 
often don’t see our own mistakes; 
computer spellcheck is anything but 
foolproof, and you may get some 
valuable suggestions as well.

5. No matter how you send your 
resume or apply for a job, many 
career specialists recommend that 
you also send a paper copy, on good 
bond-quality paper.  Do not fold 
your resume and cover letter – mail 
in a letter-size manila envelope.

18 Tips for Writing an Effective, Powerful Resume
From Page 1 6. Generally, accompany your 

resume with a short cover letter 
introducing yourself, and, like 
the summary, highlighting your 
primary qualifications for the job.  
Also be sure to indicate why you 
are interested in this job and this 
employer.  Again, read sample 
cover letters on the sites referred to 
in #1.

7. Keep your resume to 2 pages; 
don’t go back more than 10-15 years 
in your job history.  Remember, 
brief is better.

8. Be honest – no lies or 
exaggerations on your resume.
9. Your resume can’t be too “busy” 

– in other words it needs some white 
space, should not be overly wordy.  

10. Margins/columns must be 
perfectly lined up; use bold to 
highlight rather than italics or 
underlining.  Keep font plain 
and simple (usually Times New 
Roman).

11. Be sure to use “keywords” in 
your resume; important industry-
specific words and phrases.  Often, 
these can be found in the job listing 
or job description.  For more info, 
read a relevant article on “keywords” 
on monster or quintcareers.

12. Avoid using a resume template, 

like the one on MS Word.  Templates 
are inflexible.

13. Learn all about how to e-mail 
your resume and post your resume 
on the internet; this is necessary in 
2007, and once again, I direct you 
to monster or quintcareers to read 
more about this urgent topic.

14. You can include unpaid 
experience on your resume, such 
as internships, volunteering, 
student teaching, etc.  Keep in 
mind, however, that this experience 
should be fairly recent and at least 
several months duration.
15. Be sure to include all your 
relevant skills and traits on your 

resume in one way or another:  
job-specific skills and knowledge; 
transferable skills, computer skills 
and even some personal traits.

16. If you are applying for different 
kinds of jobs, you may need to 
tailor or target your resume to each 
kind of job.  Or, you may want to 
consider a functional resume.

17. Do not include personal 
information, references or interests 
on your resume.  You should have 
a separate sheet listing professional 
references.

18. Be sure to follow up:  about 
a week after you send in your 

resume, follow up with a phone 
call (or e-mail, if calling is not 
possible) to the employer, verifying 
that they received your cover letter 
and resume, indicating just how 
interested you are in the position 
and asking for an interview. 

Andy Wainer is the owner of his 
own Career Counseling/Coaching 

business, Career-power.  For 
more info, and to contact Andy, 

log on to www.career-power.
com.  Andy is also a Partner 

Career Counselor (for Westchester 
Community College) at the One 

Stop Employment Centers in White 
Plains and Mt. Vernon.
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From Page 1

NEW YORK, NY -- The Internal 
Revenue Service announced that it 
began mailing educational letters 
this month to more than 650,000 
small tax-exempt organizations 
that may be required to submit a 
new annual notice, Form 990-N, 
“Electronic Notice (e-Postcard) 
for Tax-Exempt Organizations Not 
Required to File Form 990 or 990-
EZ.” 
The IRS expects to mail the letters 
to 34,149 exempt organizations in 
New York over a period of several 
months, finishing in December. It 
is estimated that more than half of 
them will be required to file the new 
Form 990-N.
   With the enactment of the Pension 
Protection Act of 2006 (PPA), 
the majority of small tax-exempt 
organizations are now required to 
submit the e-Postcard. Previously, 
tax-exempt organizations with gross 
receipts of $25,000 or less were 
not required to submit information 
returns. The first e-Postcards are 
due in calendar year 2008.  The IRS 
intends to have an option available 
for free electronic submission of the 
e-Postcard. 
   “We’re sending these educational 
letters to all the small exempt 
organizations in our records because 
we want to make sure they all 
know about the new requirement,” 
said Lois G. Lerner, director of 
the IRS Exempt Organizations 
division. “The new e-Postcard 
reporting requirement is simple and 

is a sunny playground. Kauai is 
known as the land of a thousand 
waterfalls; some tumbling hundreds 
of feet out of the jungle, some small 
enough to walk across, then jump 
into a lagoon and swim directly 
under a symphony of rushing water.  
One thing is certain. Kauai is nature 
on a very grand scale. (www.
kauaidiscovery.com) 
Let’s Get Physical
   You don’t just go to Kauai, you 
get into Kauai, feeling its age-
old beauty, moving through its 
unspoiled landscapes.  Called 
the Garden Island, it has a calm, 
peaceful side, but also offers 
exhilarating diversions – activities 
and adventures that you will find 
no place else on earth.  So let’s get 
physical! 
Some of the “adventure” activities 
were clearly outside of my comfort 
zone, which zone is best experienced 
from a comfy chaise lounge by a 
swimming pool.  But, loathe to 
appear totally wimpish before my 
gung-ho traveling companions, 
I found plenty of diversions that 
were well within my “zone.”  No, 
not zipping over a 150 foot ravine 
or careening through canyons in a 
helicopter, but activities that were 
still semi-challenging and lots of 
fun. 

Do Something Dirty!
   In reading the pamphlet about the 
ATV Waterfall Tour, it explained 
that you venture into jungle-like 
tropics while sitting in a custom 
built 2-seater dune buggy, and 
end with a picnic by a waterfall. I 
thought “I can do this!” This vehicle 
is known island-wide as the “Mud 
Bug,” and as I signed the release 

Lush Life
form, donned complete head-to-toe 
outerwear, helmet and goggles, it 
occurred to me to ask “Why Mud 
Bug?”  I discovered it’s because 
this long and winding road that we 
were about to traverse is typically 
very muddy and full of holes.  If it’s 
been raining, one is encouraged to 
crash through every puddle.  Today 
it’s dry, so the trip will be very dusty.  
Either way, I’m going to get dirty, 
and that explains why I’m now in 
a huge pair of camouflage pants, a 
shabby t-shirt, and eye protection. 
Okaaaay.  
   The Mud Bug adventure covers 
22 miles, winding through thick 
vegetation and rugged terrain.  We 
bump, we grind, we feel as though 
our cute 2-seater Mud Bug is gonna 
fall apart, but finally we reach a 
secluded waterfall and swimming 
hole.  We have bathing suits on 
underneath all the mud clothing, 
so we plunge in.  It’s a refreshing 
reward and when we get back to the 
tour office it is a pleasure to shed 
our scruffy clothes. The shower 
later is a truly cleansing experience. 
(www.kauaiatv.com) 
   The Napali Sunset Sail is a 
peaceful way to end the day.  Our 
65 foot power catamaran takes us 
on a breathtaking tour of the Napali 
coastline. We enjoy a dinner buffet 
and mai tais, wine and soft drinks.  
A nice touch: we stop before pulling 
back into port to watch a spectacular 
sunset while sipping champagne. 
(www.holoholocharters.com) 
   Horseback Riding at Princeville 
Ranch is an activity you don’t want 
to miss.  Our leader, Robin Cook, 
was professional and jovial.  She 
made sure that everyone stayed 
together and that we didn’t startle 
the wild boars in the brush and 

cause our horses to spook.  She 
cautioned a seasoned rider in the 
lead not to trot or gallop as horses 
tend to “follow the leader” and all 
of us would then be off on a wild 
trot.  Thank you Robin!  This being 
only my second time on a horse, 
galloping was not what I had in 
mind today. 
   A nice, slow walk suited me just 
fine.  The sights were amazing. 
Cliffs, boulders, mountains, all 
reminiscent of the Jurassic Park 
movies where, on this island, each 
of those 3 films was made.  
   On Princeville Ranch, I also did 
the memorable Waterfall Hike. We 
were a group of 4 plus Tom Myers, 
our guide, who was incredibly 
knowledgeable about the tropical 
plants and foliage we saw, as well 
as history of the Ranch. Our hike 
took us to the spectacular five-tiered 
Kalihiwai Falls and then – a lagoon 
– where we glided around in big 
black inner tubes.  Surprise! When 
we climbed out of the tubes, Tom 
had set a table with a pretty cloth 
for a lunch of veggie roll-ups, chips 
and soda. (www.princevilleranch.
com) 

100% Downhill, 100% Fun
   This was one of my favorite 
activities.  Run by Outfitters Kauai, 
with the claim that “our business is 
going downhill!” this is truly the 
bike ride from heaven.  The entire 
12 miles is downhill! A van took 
us to the top of the mountain at 
5:00 a.m., making a stop en route 
for donuts and coffee.  By the time 
we reached our destination, about a 
45 minute ride, we were all bright 
eyed and ready to start our ride.  
And what a ride it was, with speeds 
sometimes reaching 40 mph.  We 

stopped several times to view the 
ocean and the mammoth green/gray 
canyons surrounding us.  Our trip 
was further enlivened by our van 
driver, Ka Pono, who then played 
“sweep,” following our group of 13 
as we coasted along.  He regaled us 
with jokes, stories of his Samoan 
ancestors, and his experience 
holding the title of 4-time state 
champion bull rider.  All downhill, 
all fun.  Wheeeeee….
(www.outfitterskauai.com) 

For the More Courageous 
   You’ll find it all here in Kauai.  
There’s the Mountain Tubing 
Adventure, where you float down 
historic waterways, open channels, 
flumes and tunnels (www.
kauaibackcountry.com); Princeville 
Ranch Adventures offers a Zipline 
that actually combines 8 ziplines, 
the longest of which is 750 feet 
(www.kauaiadventure.com); and 
for a birds-eye view of the Garden 
Island there’s Island Helicopters 
(www.islandhelicopters.com). 

R&R
   The ResortQuest Kauai Beach 
Hotel at Makaiwa on the Coconut 
Coast is a pretty, oceanfront 
property that just completed a 
$30 million dollar renovation.  An 
added feature: they have an award-
winning luau with traditional 
Hawaiian food, beef teriyaki, poi, 
haupia (cocoanut pudding) and 
much more.  Performances include 
Hawaiian hula, Tahitian dances, and 
exciting Samoan fire-knife dances 
(www.resortquesthawaii.com) 
   Everyone gets their own condo 
at Castle Kiahuna Plantation with a 
fully-stocked kitchen, dining room, 
living room, patio – and just beyond 

that, a beautiful white beach and 
the calm, turquoise sea.  If you’re 
needing some R&R after all that 
physical activity, here’s the place to 
do it. (www.castleresorts.com) 
   The Princeville Resort is located 
on Kauai’s North Shore and is 
in Conde Nast Traveler’s Gold 
List of ‘world’s best places to 
stay.’ My room had a terrace so 
naturally I raced out to check the 
view.  There, before me, majestic 
mountain peaks piercing a robin’s 
egg blue sky, dotted with tiny 
cotton puff clouds.  In the distance, 
a tiny white sailboat seems to have 
been placed there just to make 
the picture perfect. And crashing 
below me, the ocean .  Princeville 
Resort calls itself “a sanctuary for 
the senses.”  I agree.  Smell, sight, 
touch, sound and taste are aroused 
to capture “ike ika wahi”, which 
translates to “Hawaii’s sense of 
place.”  This property is famous for 
its unforgettable wedding packages 
- in effect, a wedding ceremony set 
in paradise.  There’s the Luxury 
Wedding, the Princeville Wedding, 
and Eternal Love.  Love in bloom! 
(www.starwoodhotels.com/hawaii) 
Trivial but Interesting Facts
Look but Don’t Touch
   One day I took a walk down 
to water’s edge. Just a few feet 
from me, a fat, gray Monk Seal 
struggling mightily to flip himself 
up on the moss covered rocks.  
After several tries, he succeeded 
and immediately closed his eyes 
to bask in the morning sun. He 
looked so adorable, I wanted to 
reach out and pet him.  However, 
the Hawaiian Monk Seal is among 
the most endangered creatures 
on earth.  Often referred to as 
“living fossils,”  the Monk Seal 

has remained relatively unchanged 
for over 15 million years.  There 
are less than  30 of these seals on 
Kauai, and state and federal laws 
prohibit touching or harassing them 
in any way. 
Bugged Out
   It’s a curious but wonderful thing: 
Kauai is relatively insect-free.  Yes, 
whether in dense jungle foliage or 
hiking over arid plains, no bugs.  
Another interesting fact: No snakes!  
I’m not quite sure why, but I sure 
am glad! 
Spam-a lot – Hawaiian Soul 
Food
   Hawaiians have a Spam fixation.  
On this island you can find Spam 
enchiladas, Spam frittatas, Spam 
Reuben sandwiches.  There’s even 
a festival dedicated to this mystery 
meat-in-a-can.  Spam worked its 
way into the hearts–and arteries–of 
Hawaiians during WWII when 
fresh meat was scarce.  As it needs 
no refrigeration, islanders stock up 
on this proletarian pork product 
and find it comes in handy during 
hurricanes, tsunamis or other natural 
disasters. Spam jam, anyone?  

The Meaning of ALOHA
A stands for AKAHAI, meaning 
kindness
L stands for LOKAHI, meaning 
unity
O stands for OLU’OLU meaning 
agreeable
H stands for HA’AHA’A, meaning 
humility
A stands for AHONUI, meaning 
patience.
   Hawaiians believe that it starts 
with each one of us.  It starts in the 
heart.
   Aloha. 

Greens: The African-American 
Foodways Festival,” being held 
at both sites on Sunday, July 29, 
from 10-5, will immerse visitors 
in the past and present of African-
American cuisine, examining the 
major influence it had on colonial 
cooking and continues to have on 
contemporary American menus.
   Thom Thacker, site director 
of Philipsburg Manor, said, “ 
‘Foodways’ refers to cooking 
techniques, ingredients, and 
presentation, but it’s also the distinct 
flavor created when a particular 
culture puts its own mark on such a 
universal need as food.”
   The program at Philipsburg Manor 
— a non-profit historic site that tells 
the story of slavery in the colonial 
north — will focus on the history 
of food in Africa, the West Indies, 
and the North American colonies. 
The program at Stone Barns — a 
non-profit farm and education 
center dedicated to the principles of 
sustainable agriculture — will focus 
on more contemporary expressions 
of African-American food.
   The food-centric event features 
hands-on activities for all ages and 
cooking throughout the day. Besides 
cooking demonstrations and a 
variety of African, West Indian, and 

Okra, Beans, and Leafy Greens
From Page 1 African-American foods for sale at 

Philipsburg Manor, there will be 
hands-on activities for children and 
adults. Plus, the Universal African 
Dance & Drum Ensemble, a forty-
member troupe that includes stilt 
walkers and acrobats, will offer 
rousing performances.
   Among the sweets and savories 
being prepared for visitors at 
Philipsburg Manor are Akra (sweet 
fritters), Kelewele (fried plantain 
with fresh ginger), Joloff rice (West 
African rice and chicken cooked 
in spicy tomato sauce), Red Red 
(Ghanian bean stew served with 
fried plantain), Ginger Beer (West 
African ginger drink), Bissap 
Rouge (sweet drink from dried 
hibiscus flower), Aboloo (Ghanian 
sweet steamed corn pudding), jerk 
chicken, fried fish, collard greens, 
and cornbread.
    Activities at Stone Barns will 
include cooking demonstrations 
and farmer-led greenhouse and 
garden tours focusing on plants 
and produce with roots in African 
and African-American cuisine, as 
well as a Q&A session with leading 
New York City and Hudson Valley 
barbecue experts, including Steve 
Slutzky of Hickory Barbecue in 
Kingston, N.Y. Barbecue tastings 
will also take place.

   Stone Barns will also feature 
tastings of farm-grown leafy greens 
and tomatoes, as well as screenings 
of Smokestack Lightning: A Day 
in the Life of Barbecue. Children 
can enjoy stories and plant a pot 
of black-eyed peas to take home. 
A farmer’s market will be open 
through the event.
   “Smokestack Lightning introduces 
us to legendary pitmasters from all 
over the country with New Orleans 
writer Lolis Eric Elie as our guide,” 
said Nena Johnson, public programs 
director for Stone Barns. “The film 
tenderly traces the evolution of 
barbecue and its importance in the 
story of modern African-American 
foodways throughout the last 
century, making it a perfect fit for 
Okra, Beans & Leafy Greens,” she 
added.
   A free shuttle will run between 
the two sites, which are a short 
drive apart, throughout the day. 
Admission: $15 for adults, $12 
for senior citizens, $8 for children 
ages 5-17, free for children under 
five and for members of Historic 
Hudson Valley and Stone Barns 
center for Food and Agriculture. 

Information: 
www.hudsonvalley.org and  
www.stonebarnscenter.org. 

   It may not be mom’s maxim, but 
dirt equals fun for kids at summer 
camp. Parents outfitting their 
children for day or overnight camp 
will do well to remember that what 
they send with them will bear little 
resemblance to what returns. The 
trick is to equip kids with good 
value, modestly priced clothing and 
gear.  Already worn and torn shorts, 
jeans, and t-shirts that can take at 
least one more beating are perfect 
to pack.  
   Still, you’ll likely need to 
supplement the camp wardrobe with 
a few new pieces to accommodate 
growing kids, new activities and 
other needs. Of course, parents 
need to consult the camp’s checklist 
for specifics, but the following are 
must-haves for the camp-bound 
child: 
T-shirts. The quintessential camp 
staple, the T-shirt is perfect for 
everything from sports and arts and 
crafts projects to use as swimwear 
cover-ups and sleepwear. Kids love 
today’s fun message t-shirts, but 
make sure they’re in good taste and 
respectful of others. 
Shorts. Pack several pairs in 
varying lengths. Longer ones are 
best for hiking and protecting skin 
from bug bites and harsh sun. Look 
for special pricing on shorts; often 
you can get a break on multiple 
purchases of the same style. 
Long pants. Jeans, sweats and 
workout pants are all great for 
nighttime or colder days, whether 
the kids are hanging out in the 
mess hall, hiking at high altitude or 
singing around the campfire.              
Swimsuits. Send along at least 
two suits. If your camper will be 
waterskiing, sailing or canoeing, 
make sure at least one suit can 
stand up to more rigorous water 
fun. Bikinis might not be the best 
choice. 
Sweatshirts/sweaters/jackets. It’s 
a fact: It gets colder at night and 
can rain at any time. Warm and 

water repellent clothing will ward 
off summer chills and dampness. 
Undergarments and pajamas. 
Buy value packs of underwear and 
include a couple of sets of pajamas 
that are just right for the camp’s 
expected evening temperatures.  
Also throw in a lightweight robe for 
after the shower or cover up after 
water activities. Some kids (girls 
in particular) can be VERY self 
conscious at this age. 
Shoes. Kids will need a couple of 
pairs each of sneakers and flip flops 
and most will need a good pair of 
hard shoes with a heel for hiking or 
horseback riding.  A pair of water 
shoes or rugged, strappy sandals for 
the beach front/river trips will come 
in handy for many campers as well.   
Trunk/luggage. Depending upon 
the length of stay, a duffel bag, a 
suitcase, a plastic trunk or one of 
the old fashioned steamer trunks 
will be the optimal choice. 
Toiletries case and towels. Keep 
their soap, shampoo, toothbrush, 
hairbrush, sunscreen, lip balm, bug 
repellent, etc., together in a handy 
carryall. Department stores or 
container stores can help you here. 
Also send along a couple of beach 
towels for both swimming and the 
occasional shower. 
Camping gear. Most overnight 
camps require kids to bring a 
sleeping bag. How good the bag 
has to be (that is how warm and 
water repellent) will depend on 
its expected purpose – for cabin 
use only or for overnight camping 
trips. Also, some might require a 
backpacking pack or at the very 
least a daypack. This year’s school 
backpack might work well for the 
latter, but plan on saying goodbye 
to it at summer’s end and hello to a 
new one for the start of school. 
Gadgets. Leave expensive digital 
cameras at home, but pack a few 
disposable ones for those cherished 
photo memories. Camps often 
frown on electronic games and 

music players, but plenty of campers 
bring them anyway. Find out the 
camp’s policy before deciding what 
electronics, if any, to send along 
with your child. 
Miscellaneous. Don’t forget to 
include a hat or visor, sunglasses, 
a water bottle, a favorite stuffed 
animal, flashlight with extra 
batteries, a dirty laundry bag, some 
prestamped postcards (address a 
few to yourself to up your chances 
of getting a letter sent home!), 
a deck of cards, non-electronic 
travel games and some books and 
comics. 
Last but not least, prepare for your 
child’s return with a bulk purchase 
of laundry detergent with powerful 
stain fighters. This might save a few 
items from the trash, but don’t be 
surprised if others never see daylight 
again.  But consider it good news:  
those too far-gone pieces are a sure 
sign that you had one happy camper 
this summer. 

Jenn Michael is the real life 
stylist for Cross County Shopping 

Center, where she provides tips 
on everything from investment 

dressing and how to wear the latest 
fashions to recommendations for 

the perfect gifts for family, friends 
and co-workers.  In addition, she 

provides style advice and guidance 
to such real-life solution-oriented 

television programs as NBC’s 
“Access Hollywood,” MTV’s U-

Makeover and TBS’ “Movie and a 
Makeover,” and is a regular stylist 
at Fashion Week  Other experience 

includes serving as wardrobe 
supervisor for NBC’s “Last Call 
with Carson Daly;” wardrobe 

assistant to HBO’s “Sex and the 
City” and NBC’s “Late Night 

with Conan O’Brien; and a stylist 
for both MTV Network’s “Video 
Music Awards” and New York’s 

Metropolitan Opera.

Gearing Up for Camp
Sending Your Kids Off with All the Right Stuff 

By Jenn Michael
Real Life Stylist for Cross County Shopping Center

IRS to Notify Small Tax-Exempt 
Organizations of New Information 

Reporting Requirement

straightforward, but organizations 
shouldn’t ignore it, or they risk 
losing their tax-exempt status.” 
   Any organization that fails to meet 
its annual reporting requirement 
for three consecutive years 
automatically loses its tax-exempt 
status under the new law. An 
organization that wants to regain 
its exempt status will then have to 
reapply for recognition as a tax-
exempt organization.
Short, Easy, Free and Electronic
   “The IRS calls the new form an 
e-Postcard because it is short, easy 
and electronic,” Lerner said.  “And 
organizations will be able to submit 
it free of charge.”
   The e-Postcard requires small 
organizations to provide a legal 
name and mailing address, any 
other names used, a Web address, if 
one exists, the name and address of 
a principal officer, and a statement 
confirming the organization’s annual 
gross receipts are normally $25,000 
or less. In addition to sending 
out educational letters, IRS is 

encouraging everyone –– individual 
volunteers, tax practitioners and 
larger organizations –– to spread 
the word about the new e-Postcard 
reporting requirement.
   “People do a lot to help their 
communities by volunteering their 
time and money to local charities. 
We’re asking them to also offer 
a helping hand by making sure 
that charities know about the law 
change,” Lerner said. “We don’t 
want those organizations to lose 
their tax-exempt status because 
they didn’t know about the new 
reporting requirement.”
The IRS is developing a free 
reporting system for the e-Postcard 
and an application to make the 
information available to the public 
on IRS.gov. Information about 
these systems will be announced as 
soon as it becomes available.
   Further details, including 
exceptions to the reporting 
requirement and a copy of the 
educational letter, are available in 
the charities and non-profits section 
of IRS.gov.

Links:

FAQ’s: 
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-tege/

epostcard_faqs_final.pdf

Copy of Educational Letter: 
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-tege/

cp299.pdf
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44 Franklin Ave  •  Pearl River, NY  •  845-735-7900

NANUET    $529,900
Come see this 3br,2ba home fea-
tures many fine upgrades thru-out.
Prof lndscping done, lots of park-
ing, All this w/Clarkstown schools!
Dir: From Rt. 59, Middletown Rd.
No. after Rinne, lft into #317 drive-
way, house in back #313

Gail Georgetti
Assoc. Broker

SUN OPEN HOUSE 1-4 PM

JUST
LISTED!

BARDONIA              $509,000
Great Split Level 3-5br home!
Huge Fam. Rm. House exterior
just painted, new wndws, roof,
gutters, newer  flashing, C/A.
Deck overlooks beaut. yard
w/playhse, storage shed. 

SUN OPEN HOUSE 1-4 PM PEARL RIVER $679,000
Legal 2 Family, side by side
Duplex. All redone, new kit, bath,
H/W flrs, windows & siding. Live
on 1 side, rent other to help cover
your costs! Dir:Middletown Rd.
So., R-@ lite, Crooked Hill Rd., R-
Margagret Keahon Dr. #43

Rentals Nanuet 1br w/util, gorg! $1350  Nanuet, full house.$2350  Pearl River 1br w/most util.$1050 

Adriana Arlia
Lic. R/E Salesperson

Mary Screene
Lic. R/E Salesperson

JUST
LISTED!JUST

LISTED!

Orangeburg....$599,000 5BR, 3bath Split Level!  Lots of closets, C/A, hardwood floors, 2 family rooms, lots of space,
gorg. ingrnd. pool & yard. Move right in! 
Blauvelt....$565,000 Impressive 4BR, 3ba Raised Ranch on almost 1/2ac. w/2 car garage, updated baths, H/W flrs.
Possible In-Law suite w/ lrg.BR & full bath. Lovely home! 
New City....$519,000 Looking for privacy in an affordable price range? This “Sprawling Ranch” is  for you! Sits on almost
1/2ac. Features an addition which includes a 12x20 kit. Lrg. FDR, fin bsmt, 2 c gar, C/A & much more. Call for details! 

Orangeburg....$594,900 Wonderful updated 3BR. Colonial.  Gorg.park like property, perfect for family gatherings or a pool!
Features:new C/A, central heating sys. roof, electrical sys., energy eff. wndws, newer siding, make this home a great value! 
Nanuet....$224,900 “Great Alternative To Renting!” First floor 1BR, possible 2BR Condo with in-unit  washer/dryer.
Has FDR, fireplace, decorate your way & enjoy! 

West Nyack....$599,000 4BR, 3B home has the WOW factor! Master craftsmanship w.top of the line everything, A Must See! 

Valley Cottage....$239,000 Lovely 1BR unit, MBR is very spac, w/ walk in closet, Washer/Dryer in unit! 

PEARL RIVER       $699,999
Exceptional expanded 4br Col.
is move in ready! Lrg. Br’s, MBR
has Cath Ceil, skylite, WIC. Prof.
lndspng w/2 tiered custom
deck. This has all the bells &
whistles! Dir: Orangeburg Rd to
Lois to Montgomery #17 on lft.BRAND NEW

TO THE MARKET

SUN OPEN HOUSE 1-4 PM

Greg Peterkin
Owner/Broker

Mary Fitzgerald
Owner/Broker

www.PeteFitz.com for 24/7 access
“NYS Licensed Resident Appraisers on Staff”

The
Dream Team
Log onto...

Louis Anthony Cloidt, Jr., of 
Yonkers, died on Tuesday, July 
3, 2007 at Calvary Hospital in the 
Bronx after a strong courageous 
battle with cancer. Junior, as he was 
better known, was born to Bertha 
Mae Halpern and Louis Anthony 
Cloidt Senior in Ossining, NY on 
October 2, 1937. He was raised 
in Yonkers and attended Yonkers 
public schools, graduating from 
Saunders Trade School. He also 
served in the United States Navy. 
On October 21, 1961, he married 
Patricia McGrath in St. Joseph’s 
Church in Yonkers. Surviving him 
are his wife, Patricia; son, William 
Cloidt; daughter, Lou-Ann Keppler 
YPD and her husband, Dean; 
son, Louis Cloidt and his wife, 
Kellie, and his pride and joy, his 
grandson, Louis Anthony Cloidt 
IV, otherwise known as L.J. Junior 
is also survived by his sisters, 
Jaqueline Filichko of Barnegat, NJ, 
Joanne Waldhorn and her husband, 
Richard of New Windsor, NY 
and Michelle Kowaleski and her 
husband, Walter of Manahawkin, 
NJ. He is also survived by a host of 
nieces, nephews, grandnieces and 
grandnephews. He was predeceased 
by his parents and two sisters, 
Matilda Olmsted and Frances 
Pucciello. Junior retired after 27 
years with the Verizon Telephone 
Company. He was a past bowler 
with the Parkdale Mens League at 
Homefield Bowl and a member of 
the United States Volunteer Life 
Savings Corps., which patrolled 
along the Hudson River. He will 
be remembered by his children for 
his love of restoring old cars with 
them, spending many a weekend 
under the hood swinging a wrench 
and for the annual Fathers Day 
fishing trips they used to take. To all 
his friends, he will be remembered 
for his cigars, for being a great 
mechanic and his ability to fix 
practically anything, anywhere, 
anytime for anyone (never mind 
the can of “extra” nuts and bolts 
that seemed to appear at the end 
of every project). Funeral Mass 
was held at St. Anthony’s Church 
in Yonkers. Burial followed at St. 
Joseph’s Cemetery. WHALEN & 
BALL F.H. 168 Park Ave., Yonkers 
(914) 965-5488. 

William K. Finnerty, a lifelong 
resident of Yonkers passed away on 
July 7, 2007. William was born in 
Yonkers on November 18, 1927 to 
James and Helen Brady Finnerty. 
William proudly served his country 
in the U.S. Navy during WWII. He 
was employed by the Westchester 
County Medical Center for many 
years. William was a past member 
of the Lud-Dale Association, an 
usher at Sacred Heart Church and an 
avid N.Y Met fan and Notre Dame 
Football fan. He married his wife, 
Grace Marchak on May 3, 1952 
at Most Holy Trinity Church in 
Yonkers. Along with his wife, Grace, 
he is survived by seven children, 
two sons, Kerry (Patricia), Kevin 
YFD (Beth) and five daughters, 
Leslie, Doreen, Jacqueline, Mary 
Jo D’Alessandro (John), Alison 
Lindhamer (Timothy). He was Pop-
Pop to eleven grandchildren; Erin, 
Christopher, Christian, Kyla, Brian, 
Kate, Luke, Jack, Andra, Samantha, 
Billy. He was predeceased by three 
brothers, Reverend Brother Jack 
Finnerty, C.F.C., James, Thomas and 
one sister, Beatrice Wuestenhoefer. 
A Mass of Christian Burial was 
held at Sacred Heart Church with 
interment to follow at St. Mary’s 
Cemetery. WHALEN and BALL 
FUNERAL HOME 168 Park Ave-
Yonkers (914) 965-5488.

Frances Heffern, a lifelong 
Yonkers resident, died on Saturday, 
June 30, 2007 at the Regency 

Extended Care Facility. She was 74 
years old. She was born on April 
16, 1933 to Joseph and Lucy Siegel 
Heffern in Yonkers where she was 
raised and educated. Miss Heffern 
was a Florist at Woolworth’s in 
Yonkers for 13 years until 1997 
when the store closed. Survivors 
include her loving friend Helen M. 
Jelinek and her husband Stanley 
and their two children, Helen and 
Stanley, all of Yonkers and a sister, 
Mary Goldberg of Ft. Lauderdale, 
FL. She was predeceased by her 
brother, Joseph J. Heffern, Jr. and 
a nephew, James Heffern. Mass 
of Christian Burial was celebrated 
at St. Joseph Church. Interment 
followed at St. Joseph Cemetery. 
WHALEN & BALL F.H. 168 Park 
Ave., Yonkers 914-965-5488 

George H. Madison, a lifelong 
Yonkers resident, died on Saturday, 
June 30, 2007 at the Westchester 
Medical Center in Valhalla. He was 
75 years old. He was born on July 
13, 1931 to George J. and Myra 
(Skiff) Madison in Yonkers, where 
he was raised and educated. Mr. 
Madison was a Firefighter for the 
City of Yonkers for 33 years until 
his retirement in January 1992. He 
was also a carpenter with the Local 
Carpenter’s Union. Mr. Madison 
served his country proudly during 
the Korean War. He was in the 
U.S. Navy from March 1947 to 
July 1954 and was stationed in 
Japan. He was a longtime member 
of American Legion Post 1163 and 
VFW Post 1666 in Yonkers. An avid 
outdoorsman, he loved hunting and 
fishing. He was also an avid reader. 
Survivors include two daughters, 
Nancy Walsh and her husband, 
Michael of Wildwood, FL and 
Diane Madison of Clearwater, FL; 
three grandchildren, Dale Stark and 
her husband, Adam; Melissa Lewis 
and her husband, Sean and Emily 
Warner and her husband, Kenneth 
and two great-grandchildren, Brent 
and Jessie. He is also survived by his 
sweetie, Barbara Blake Kerrick and 
his beloved friends, Ray and Susan 
O’Brien. He was predeceased by his 
parents and two brothers. Interment 
was held at Oakland Cemetery. 
WHALEN & BALL F.H. 168 Park 
Ave., Yonkers (914) 965-5488. 

Otilia Aurora Melwani, of 
Yonkers, NY, and originally from 
Colombia, entered into rest on July 
4, 2007 at Calvary Hospital, in The 
Bronx. Window of Jiwat P. Melwani, 
she was 72. Devoted daughter of 
Otilia Estrada and Carlos Morales 
(deceased). Survivors include her 
loving son and his family, Thomas 
and Karen Melwani, along with 
their children, Joshua and Madison, 
and her loyal daughter, Otilia A. 
Melwani. Also survived by sisters, 
Ana Victoria Pinzon, Cristina 
Gurreri, Marina Larios, Gloria 
Lightowler and Cristina Faulkner 
and brothers, Ricardo Morales and 
Edilberto Ramos. The family will 
receive friends and family from 
2 to 4 and 7 to 9 pm on Friday, 
July 6 at Whalen & Ball Funeral 
Home, 168 Park Ave., Yonkers, 
NY. A Funeral Mass was held at the 
Immaculate Conception St. Mary’s 
Church, in Yonkers. Cremation 
followed at Ferncliff Crematory. 
Memorial donations may be sent 
to CancerCare Nat’l Office, 275 
Seventh Avenue, New York, NY 
10001 in memory of Otilia Aurora 
Melwani. WHALEN & BALL F.H. 
168 Park Ave., Yonkers (914) 965-
5488.

Helen M. Sabol, of Nyack, died 
on Sunday, June 24, 2007 at age 
86. Born on December 21, 1920 to 
George and Dora Sabol in Yonkers, 
where she was raised and educated. 
Ms. Sabol was a Math Teacher 

at Nyack High School for over 
35 years before her retirement. 
Helen was also a member of the 
Religious Order of Cyril Methodius 
for 25 years, where she received 
her Masters Degree in Education 
and taught in Penn. and became 
a member of the New York State 
Retired Teachers Assoc. She is 
survived by her brother, Daniel 
Sabol of Yonkers; 23 nieces and 
nephews and numbers grand 
nieces and grand nephews. She 
was predeceased by four brothers, 
George, Joseph, Raymond and 
Edward and two sisters, Vera 
Hayduk and Joanna Kubilus. Mass 
of Christian Burial was held in 
Most Holy Trinity Catholic Church. 
Interment, St. Joseph’s Cemetery. 
Donations may be made to the 
American Cancer Society, 2 Lyon 
Place, White Plains, NY 10601. 
WHALEN and BALL F.H. 168 Park 
Ave., Yonkers (914) 965-5488. 
 
Rose Santiago was born on 
December 6, 1909 in Puerto Rico. 
She came to New York City where 
she met and married Jose Santiago. 
After 27 years of working for and 
retiring from Woolworth Department 
stores as a Food provider. She then 
worked for ten years as a trained 
home health care aide. Rose died on 
Monday, June 25, 2007 while under 
the loving compassionate care of St. 
Cabrini Nursing Home and Jansen 
Hospice. She was predeceased 
by her husband, Jose Santigo; her 
daughter, Jennie O’Neil Lessing 
and granddaughter, Lisa Lopez. She 
is survived by her daughters; Irda 
Lopez and Rosemary Paradelis and 
her granddaughters, Terri Zawaski, 
Patti Strobel, Laura Calverly, Raina 
Ranaghan, Dr. Rhea Johnson and a 
grandson, Mark O’Neil; 12 great 

grandchilden and one great great 
granddaughter. Visiting hours will 
be at St. Cabrini Nursing Home 
Chapel on Thursday, June 28 
from 8:45 am to 9:15 am. Mass of 
Christian Burial will start at 9:15 
am. Interment St. Mary Cemetery. 
WHALEN and BALL FUNERAL 
HOME 168 Park Ave, Yonkers 
(914) 965-5488.
 
Julia Warian, a lifelong Yonkers 
resident, died on Wednesday, July 
4, 2007 at St. John’s Riverside 
Hospital. She was 83 years old. She 
was born on September 2, 1923 to 
Nicholas and Katherine Yacawych 
Warian in Yonkers, where she was 
raised and educated, graduating 
from P.S. 5 and Commerce 
Business School. Miss Warian was 
a secretary for various insurance 
companies in Yonkers until her 
retirement. Previously, she was 
employed at Reader’s Digest in 
Pleasantville for many years. She 
was a parishioner of St. Michael’s 
Ukrainian Catholic Church and 
frequently attended Mass at Christ 
the King Church. Miss Warian 
enjoyed reading, knitting and 
working on word puzzles. “She 
was a very simple woman, yet a 
very devout woman” her family 
said. Survivors include her four 
sisters, Amelia Warian, Dorothy 
Pisarchik, and Rose M. Hlushko, all 
of Yonkers and Helen Tomashewski 
of Clinton, CT. She is also survived 
by her sister-in-law, Elizabeth 
Warian and many nieces, nephews, 
grandnieces and grandnephews. She 
was predeceased by a brother, Peter 
Warian and a sister, Mary Wesson. 
A Funeral Service was celebrated 
in St. Michael’s Ukrainian Catholic 
Church. Interment followed at Mt. 
Hope Cemetery. WHALEN & 

BALL F.H. 168 Park Ave., Yonkers 
(914) 965-5488.
 
Frances Wasser, of Yonkers passed 
away Friday, July 6, 2007 at the age 
of 103. She was born in Yonkers 
on November 8, 1903. Frances is 
survived by three nieces Theresa 
A. Martinelli, Barbara Carufe and 
Helen Anyon, one nephew Harold 
Debroski. She was predeceased 
by her parents, two brothers 
Alexander and Joseph Homicsko 
and her husband Frank. A Mass 
of Christian Burial was held at St. 
Bartholomew’s Church; interment 
followed at Mt. Hope Cemetery. 
In lieu of flowers donations to St. 
Bartholomew’s Church. WHALEN 
& BALL FUNERAL HOME 168 
Park Ave., Yonkers 914-965-5488.
 
William J. Wyatt of Yonkers, 
died on Thursday, April 26, 2007 
at age 86. Born August 26, 1920 
to William and Annie (Kennedy) 
Wyatt in Yonkers and graduated 
from Gorton High School, and the 
U.S. Merchant Marine Academy 
at Kings Point. Upon graduation 
, he was appointed rank of Ensign 
in the Naval Reserve. He served 
as Chief Engineering Officer 
aboard the U.S.S. Libra and U.S.S. 
Elkomin and received his honorable 
discharge on June 30, 1961 as a 
Lieutenant. Mr. Wyatt was a partner 
with Virginia Fuel Co. and a self 
employed Energy Consultant with 
B.F. Consultants. On November 
25, 1954 he married Florence Foley 
in St. Patrick’s Cathedral in NYC; 
she survives living in Yonkers. He 
was a parishioner of Christ the King 
Church, a member of Veterans Post 
#1666 and the Charles N. Bayart Jr. 
Post #1122, Past President of the 
Oil Heat Institute; Cresent Club; 

Charles A. Cola Senior Group; 
Amackassin Club, where he was the 
club champion at pool. He was also 
the past vice-president of the USS 
Elokomin Association. Besides 
his wife Florence, he is survived 
by his four children; Mary Anne 
Wyatt-Dolan (Joseph), Ellen Peace 
(Peter); Kevin (Terry) Wyatt and 
Joseph Wyatt; and grandchildren, 
David Nowak, Bernadette and 
Caroline Peace, Caitlin, Christine 
and Timothy Wyatt; Casey Wyatt-
Szesze, Aidan Tousey, Molly,Meg 
and Nora Tousey-Wyatt and his 
beloved brother-in-law and best 
friend Edward Foley. Mr. Wyatt 
was predeceased by his brothers, 
Douglas and Michael (Mitchell) 
and his sister, Loretta Gallego. 
Mass of Christian Burial was 
held in Christ the King Church. 
Interment followed at St. Joseph 
Cemetery. Donations may be made 
to St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital, 
1 St. Jude Way, Memphis, TN. 
WHALEN & BALL F.H. 168 Park 
Ave., Yonkers (914) 965-5488.

In Memoriam Notice
   

Westchester Times Tribune 
publishes paid obituaries (In 

Memoriam) of people who have 
lived, worked, or have family in 
Westchester County. All notices 
must be received by Friday, by 

12:00 Noon, for inclusion in the 
next week’s edition.

Place a paid notice by directing 
email to WTTeditor@gmail.com.

In Memoriam

NEW YORK, NY -- Tuesday’s 
Children, a national nonprofit 
organization that provides services 
to 9/11 families, is currently 
recruiting young, active adults 
from Westchester County, to serve 
as positive role models for a child 
who lost a parent on September 
11th.  Tuesday’s Children provides 
a wide-range of services for 
September 11th families including 
mentoring, advocacy for children, 
next-step life skills and leadership 
training for adults.
   The Tuesday’s Children Mentoring 
Program pairs these children with 
specially-trained adult role models 
who can offer new opportunities, 
provide guidance, enhance coping 
skills and most of all have fun. 
Mentoring candidates will be 
screened and trained by mentoring 
experts and then matched with a 
child in their area. Mentors must be 
18 years of age and agree to a one-
year commitment. 
    “At Tuesday’s Children, our 
goal is to ensure that the thousands 
of children who lost a parent on 

Mentors Wanted for Children Who Lost a Parent on 9/11 
 Tuesday’s Children is in Need of Responsible Adults in Westchester County to Serve as Positive Role Model

September 11th never walk alone,” 
said Jennifer Betancourt Aparicio, 
Director of Mentoring for Tuesday’s 
Children. “The importance of a 
mentor’s friendship, encouragement 
and support is incalculable. With 
a mentor’s help these kids will 
have another source of strength 
and guidance as they grow into 
adolescence and young adulthood.” 
   Tuesday’s Children offers a 
community based mentoring 
program which takes place at either 
the mentee’s home or somewhere 
within the community.  The mentors 
participating in this program 
will meet twice a month (days, 
times and locations are flexible) 
for one-on-one sessions with 
their mentee which may include 
playing basketball in the backyard, 
helping with homework, playing 
board games, taking in a sporting 
event, volunteering together for 
a community service project, or 
just providing a shoulder to lean 
on.  Tuesday’s Children also offers 
quarterly group outings such as ice 
skating, museums, bowling, and 

picnics as well as tickets to various 
events like New York Mets games, 
New Jersey Nets games, Broadway 
shows, or the circus. 
   The Tuesday’s Children mentoring 
program was structured and 
implemented in conjunction with 
MENTOR/National Mentoring 

Partnership. For more information 
about the organization and its 
programs, visit their website at www.
tuesdayschildren.org, to volunteer 
to be a mentor, contact Jennifer at 
jennifer@tuesdayschildren.org or 
call 1-212-319-3988. 

Tuesday’s Children mentor, Ian Schlanger and his mentee Nicholas, enjoy 
a fun-filled friendship at The Bronx Zoo.

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- 
Grandparents of children with an 
autistic spectrum disorder can now 
find support through a new program 
offered by the WJCS Autism Family 
Center. 
   Beginning July 23, a Grandparent 
Support Group will meet monthly 
at 7:00 PM at the Center, located 
at 845 North Broadway, in White 
Plains, NY.  Facilitated by Program 
Director Patricia Grossman, LCSW, 
group participants will 
share the special struggles 
of having a grandchild 
with an autistic spectrum 
disorder. With the aim of 
decreasing isolation and 
increasing knowledge 
of autistic spectrum 
disorders, program 
participants will have 
an opportunity to share 
triumphs and challenges, 

Grandparents of Children 
with Autistic Spectrum 

Disorder Support Group
develop a mutual support network 
and identify strategies for improved 
family life. 
   This program is free and open to 
all who live or work in Westchester. 
For more information or to register, 
contact Ms. Grossman at 949-7699, 
ext. 355, or pgrossman@wjcs.com.  
   The Autism Family Center is a 
program of Westchester Jewish 
Community Services supported by 
UJA-Federation of New York.
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www.verizonfios.com/double

Verizon FiOS Internet 
is here.

1-866-456-0784      verizon.com/fi os

Introducing America’s fastest Internet service.

If your current connection can’t keep up with you, then switch to the fi ber-optic 

power of Verizon FiOS Internet. It delivers speeds you have to see to believe, thanks 

to our 100% fi ber-optic network. Buy and download high-res movies in minutes. 

Zip through photo blogs. Stream video clips with virtually no lag time. Plus, FiOS 

Internet is ranked #1 for speed, reliability and tech support. Call today to get our 

supercharged 10/2 Mbps package for just $39.99 a month. That includes a home 

networking router and professional in-home installation. Why stick with the same 

old connection? Verizon FiOS. TV. Internet. Phone. From the most advanced 

fi ber-optic network straight to your home.

Verizon reminds you to always download legally.

Limited-time offer for new FiOS Internet customers with one-year contract. $99 early termination fee. Rate increases after one year. $19.99 activation charge. Additional charges and taxes may apply. Other terms apply. Service availability, speed and uninterrupted service not guaranteed.

FiOS Internet customers purchasing Verizon voice service receive both services over fi ber. Includes up to 8 hours battery back up (for non-IP voice service only). ©2007 Verizon. N0314-NY-A

39$
Verizon FiOS Internet

a month

99


