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   The Trustees and I are pleased to 
announce that after eight months 
of intense negotiations, we have 
an agreement with 
Verizon to offer 
FIOS service in the 
Village.
   We hired some 
of the  most  
e x p e r i e n c e d 
attorneys in this 
highly specialized 
field and relied on their professional 
judgment in attaining what we 
know is as favorable an agreement 
with Verizon as any community has 
received in New York State.
   Our Village Administrator, 
Harold Porr, spearheaded the 
negotiations and as the President 
of the Municipal Administrators 
Association of Metropolitan New 
York, used his relationships with 
other communities to assist us in 
striking the best deal possible.  The 
proposed Bronxville agreement 
has language that reflects similar 
agreements in Rye Brook, White 
Plains, and Scarsdale.
   We took our time to work out 
the best terms possible since the 
standard agreement in the industry 
is for a term of 15 years.

Mayor’s Column
 

Mary C. Marvin, 
Mayor of the Village of Bronxville

   We negotiated a provision  
requiring that five percent of 
Verizon’s annual gross revenues 

from the FIOS 
operation will come 
back to the Village 
annually.  We also 
broadened the 
traditional definition 
of gross revenues to 
include new services 
such as Pay Per View 

and video on demand.  Other New 
York State taxes on cable services 
are sometimes used as offsets to the 
local gross receipts obligation.  This 
new agreement voids that option 
which will help bring more revenue 
back to the Village.
   Cable service to public buildings 
will be provided at no cost and 
Verizon will provide three additional 
public access channels for school 
and Village use.
   Verizon has also agreed to have a 
24 hour/seven day a week customer 
service availability for Bronxville 
subscribers.
   The introduction of Verizon 
service or “roll out” plan will begin 
with residential homeowners.  
Availability of service, initially, 

ALBANY, NY – After allowing key 
provisions to expire at the end of 
the regular legislation session, the 
Senate passed a bill (A9238) at the 
end of last week’s special session 
to extend Industrial Development 
Agencies’ (IDAs) authority to 
subsidize non-profits.  
   The bill, which extends the 
IDAs’ authority for 7 months until 
January 31, 2008, was introduced 
by Assembly Member Sam Hoyt 
and passed by the Assembly in the 
regular session after the Senate and 

NYS  
Senate 

Extends 
IDA 

Legislation
Senate Passes 

Assembly’s 7-Month 
Extender; IDA 

Reform Dialogue 
Continues

By Sadaf Khatri

see IDA Legislation Pg. 6

William O’Shaughnessy, Chairman, Whitney Radio (center) and his son 
David O’Shaughnessy, Senior Vice President, Administration, WVOX 
and WVIP (right) receive Award for “Best News in New York State” 

from ABC’s Barbara Walters at a recent meeting of the New York State 
Broadcasters Association in Bolton Landing, New York. 

WVOX
Awarded Best for News 

in New York State!

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- 
Congresswoman Nita Lowey (D-
Westchester/Rockland), a senior 
member of the House Appropriations 
Committee, last week announced  
she secured $2,250,000 for local 
health and education initiatives in 
the House version of the Fiscal Year 
2008 Labor, Health and Human 
Services and Education bill.  
   “Since my election to Congress, 
I have worked diligently with local 
officials to secure federal funds to 
improve our communities,” said 
Lowey.  “These funds will help us 
support the education of our children 
and the health of our region.”
   Lowey secured the following 
funding:
• $250,000 for afterschool, 
literacy and education programs 
in the Yonkers Public Schools;  
• $225,000 for afterschool, 
academic enrichment and 
literacy programs in the Ossining 
Union Free School District;  

Lowey 
Secures  

$2 Million+ 
for Local 
Initiatives
Provides Funding 
Critical to Working 

Families Nationwide

see Lowey Secures Pg. 8

  Can anyone imagine the race 
for mayor in the City of Yonkers 
costing $1,000,000? That is quite 
a sum. 
   Recognizing Yonkers population 
of approximately 198,000 people 
as the official count by the last 
census, of which close to 100,000 
are registered voters, and lately 
only about 40,000 of them actively 
coming out to vote in city-wide 
elections, that $1,000,000 is 
equivalent to roughly $2.50 per 
voter. Compared to the challengers’ 
numbers, each of whom raised 
about $30,000 to date; their cost 
per voter would be about $0.75 per 
voter. Should we be impressed or 
depressed? Neither. We should ask 
why it costs so much and how the 
election campaign funds are being 
raised; and from what sources? 
Besides, it is what you do, with what 
you have, and it’s not over yet. 
   A grassroots campaign is always 
difficult to muster against an 
incumbent, especially if the odds 
are stacked against you. Would 
anyone disagree that even if you 
have a proven history in politics, 
like Vincenza Restiano, or are an 
incumbent office holder yourself, 
like Dennis Robertson, or even a 
community, and political activist, 
like Nader Sayegh, you still find 

Is It Difficult  
to Raise $1,000,000?

By Vox Populi

it an uphill battle against a well-
greased machine? Everyone knows 
that the mother’s milk of any 
election campaign is money.
   So why does the incumbent Mayor 
Phil Amicone, the alleged non-
politician, have such a tremendous 
advantage? Simply because, 
under the strong mayor form of 
government, he holds all the cards; 
and is using them well.
   If you have the ability to grant 
PILOTS (Payments in Lieu of 
Taxes), tax abatements, sales tax 
exemptions, tax credit programs, 
no or low cost public land transfers, 
and a myriad of other tax subsidies 
to developers you personally 
chose, without open competition, 
and begin to add in all the other 
“players,” such as unions, lawyers, 
banks, construction groups, and 
the multitude of out-sourced sub-
operators, don’t you think you 
would have a natural money pool of 
vested interests? The question that 
begs to be asked next is, if you have 
created all this “opportunity” for 
them, how about for yourself? And 
let’s not forget to ask how many of 
these people come from outside of 
Yonkers? If you gave them millions 
of dollars in breaks and subsidies, 

   You think no one knows if you’re 
a dog on the Internet? Better think 
twice before you don those funny 
ears and tail and head for the 
blogosphere.
   There’s an old saw about any 
publicity being good publicity as 
long as they spell your name right. 
Wrong again. 
Just ask Whole Fools, er Foods 
founder John Mackey, who is surely 
feeling the heat ratchet up, as a 
torrent of news and angry editorials 
rain down on his parade in literally 
dozens of pages of Google News 
citations. 
   Just to bring you up to speed, a 
sampling of headlines: 
Whole Foods Is Hot, Wild Oats a 
Dud -- So Said ‘Rahodeb’, WSJ 
How Whole Foods CEO Led 2 
Lives 
FTC: Mackey posted Whole Foods 

Whole 
Foods’ 

Founder in 
Blog Flap 

 
By Len Stein

CROTON-ON-HUDSON, NY 
-- Arm-of-the-Sea Theater will 
offer a dramatic telling of the epic 
story of New York City’s water 
supply, using the medium of puppet 
theater, on Sunday, August 5, at 
Van Cortlandt Manor’s River Day, 
an event devoted to the history and 
ecology of the area’s watershed. 
Visitors that day can also tour the 

Arm-of-the-Sea Theater 
to Highlight River Day 
Visitors Can Also Test Drive a Kayak and 

Enjoy Hands-On Activities

Croton River snug inside a kayak.
    Kayak Hudson, formerly known 
as Hudson River Recreation, will be 
performing kayak demonstrations 
during this celebration of the 
environment, allowing experienced 
kayakers to test drive new models 
while beginning kayakers can get 

When we read the Orwell novel 
“1984” at whatever point in time 
we were in high school or college, 
the actual year 1984 
seemed a long way 
off. Now it is nearly 
25 years in the rear-
view mirror. Just 
like the Prince song, 
“1999”, date-specific 
information can seem 
archaic because dates 
come and go. But the 
fear of a government 
that curtails civil 
liberties and becomes 
all-intrusive on 
individual behavior 
still remains a 
real fear for many 
Americans. Interestingly, the fear 
was originally of a left-wing, 
socialistic tyranny that took away 
personal freedoms. Now, in 2007, 
we can consider whether such 

Candid Cameras: 
Why We Need Cameras 

in New York Courtrooms
The View from Albany

By George Latimer, 
NYS Assemblyman    

fear is as likely from the right-
wing, as ideologues of all stripe 
feel they can best determine what 

is best for everyone. 
   Therefore, when 
I write in praise 
of bringing the 
omnipresent TV 
camera into New 
York courtrooms 
(again), the fear of 
Big Brother is clear 
and understood. 
Allowing TV 
coverage, i.e. 
“cameras” in the 
courtroom was a 
test applied through 
1997,  that was not 

renewed. Interpretation 
of the success or limitations of that 
initiative generally depend on what 
your role in the courtroom was. 

GREENBURGH, NY -- Shortly 
after Councilman Sheehan’s letter 
on June 25 that said that an amount 
of $1,448,349.11, constituting 

Every 
Penny 

Accounted 
For

Response to 
Unjustified 
Accusations 

Regarding WestHELP 
Accounting

By Paul Feiner, 
Town Supervisor of Greenburgh

YONKERS, NY – Rumors quickly 
flew about southwest Yonkers 
that the 2:00 p.m. rally called 
and sponsored by the Yonkers 
NAACP over the topic of alleged 
Yonkers Police brutality was called 
off because Rev. George of the 
Messiah Baptist Church in Yonkers 
was threatened with bodily harm by 
persons unknown. An hour or so 
later, it was alleged that Rev. George 
had demanded greater visibility 
during the rally. Rev. George’s 
ultimatum that be seated at the dais 
was met with a stern, “No!” Rev. 
George was said to be unengaged 
in the community by some who 
opposed his garnering greater 
visibility among the community 
and the media. The stalemate had 
Rev. George deny Rev. Sharpton a 
welcome and dais from which to 
speak to his supporters. 
   A last minute change of venue 
had people being directed to Trevor 
Park. At about 4 pm, Rev. Sharpton 
appeared before about 150 people 
when he took the stage before those 
who came to hear Rev. Sharpton, 
and those that had been at the park 
from hours earlier.
   Rev. Sharpton promised to return 
to Yonkers at a future date over the 
issue of police brutality. He said 
that despite being denied being able 

Rev. Sharpton Denied 
Welcome at Messiah 

Baptist Church
By Hezi Aris

to speak to an audience of people 
who wanted to hear him, he came 
to Trevor Park to tell the people just 
that. It was beneath him to send a 
messenger with such an important 
message. 
   NYS Assemblyman Gary Pretlow 
was in attendance with his wife; 
Yolanda Robinson represented 
Senator Andrea Stewart-Cousins, 
who was expected to attend. Larry 
Sykes, Republican candidate for 
Yonkers 1st City Council District, 
and Joan Gronowski, Democratic 
candidate for Yonkers 3rd City 
Council District were also in 
attendance.

Photo courtesy of Tom O’Connell.
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don’t you think they can spare 
$500, $1,000, or even $2,500, for a 
ticket to one of your affairs? 
   Let’s do the math. 200 tickets at 
$2,500 each are equal to $500,000. 
100 tickets at $1,000 each are equal 
to $100,000. Sprinkle in some loose 
donations from mail solicitations, 
as well as some ordinary people 
contributing at the $100 per ticket 
level, multiplied by some 500 
people, would be equal to about 
$50,000. And there you have it, a 
grand total of almost $750,000; and 

Is It Difficult to Raise $1,000,000?
your on your way to $1,000,000. 
Oh, let’s not forget those out-of-
town donations that don’t make any 
sense to the untrained eye. 
   Is this really about development 
and the respective developers? 
No, this City Hall crowd will find 
themselves retired somewhere 
in New Jersey, before this is 
all over. In reality, it’s all about 
jobs and future wealth creation 
for themselves, their immediate 
families, and friends. Who, you 
ask? You guessed it, Amicone and 
Spano. Just check the employees 

at City Hall and its sub-agencies or 
related entities. Some 90 percent of 
the mayor’s staff is new, from out 
of-town, and somewhat heavily 
Spano influenced. What a marriage 
this is. There have to be about 
25 people, costing the Yonkers 
taxpayers close to $3,000,000 to 
service the Amicone campaign. All 
out of our pockets!
   $100,000 jobs, on average, with 
no resumes to speak of, are now 
embedded into the system, with 
salaries to ensure fat pensions. 
The only credentials required, are 

to be either a political friend of 
Amicone, or a political friend of 
Nick Spano; and the assurance that 
the Amicone/Spano tradition of 
government employment for the 
favored few, continues beyond the 
next four years, when newly-minted 
Democrat Mike Spano will be 
“locked” into being elected Mayor 
of Yonkers, since Yonkers only has 
a one-political party system.
   Is it hard to raise $1,000,000? Not 
in Yonkers. 

NEW ROCHELLE, NY – Yonkers 
Police Commissioner Edmund 
Hartnett will both discuss the most 
recent 18 percent crime statistic 
reductions and allegations of police 
brutality, specific to the July 21st 
visit by Rev. Al Sharpton to the 
City of Yonkers. Listen to the show 
at WVOX-1460 AM on your dial 
this Tuesday, July July 31, from 
10:05 am through 11:00 am, with 
host Hezi Aris. You may also listen 
to the show live by streaming audio 
technology on your computer. 
   Also, listen to the Hezi Aris, this 
Thursday, August 2, at 8:30 am 
as he discusses events impacting 
Westchester politics with Bob 
Marrone, host of Good Morning, 
Westchester, heard from 6:00 am 
through 9:00 am daily.
   The call-in talk show format 
invites your perspective; share your 
thoughts. Call us at 914-636-0110. 
Those who call are asked to please 
stay on topic.

   We have delayed writing (today 
is July 20, 2007) for the last two 
days in order to see what emerges 
from Albany.  So far, the picture 
is incomplete and the legislation 
anticipated to resolve the impasses 
has not yet been presented, although 
it will be.  We read that a there is a 
major accord in the works, which 
will involve congestion pricing, 
campaign finance, salary increases 
for legislators and judges, possibly 
DNA extensions, and perhaps a 
few players yet to be chosen.  We 
will watch the action with you. 
   The Assembly failed to return 
July 16, the widely proclaimed 
“drop dead date” for federal transit 
assistance, before which we were 
told by a collection of nobodies 
that we would not receive a sou 
unless we jumped on that day.  
The Senate met and adjourned 
that Monday.  Both bodies will 
reconvene when their leaders are 
ready to present the package for 
them to ratify.  That they will do. 
   We are four days past the supposedly 
immutable deadline.  Monday,  July 
23,  we will be seven days late, and 
we do not know at this time whether 
the entire package of pre-digested 
legislation will be ready to be 
dropped on the members’ desks by 
then. With a message of necessity 
from the governor, a bill can, 
however, become law overnight.  
That procedure is usually reserved 
for unpopular or special interest 
legislation, which the powers that 
be desire to see adopted with little 
or no public input.
  We don’t want to comment on 
the relative public standing of the 
major players at this point in the 
game.  Reputations go up and down, 
sometimes quickly, depending on the 
course of events.  There is a saying 
in politics that the only two bad 
stories for a politician are indictment 
or child-molesting.  Connecticut 
has had both.  As of July 2007, 
the “most dysfunctional legislature 
in the country” has done little to 
gain public regard.  We respond, 
“Cum spira, spera”, while there 
is life, there is hope. The odd 
part is that the great majority of 
them are relatively decent people. 
   Despite the uncertainty of the 
outcome, there are, nonetheless, 
several conclusions that we can 
reach after the experience of the 
last six months.   One is that Eliot 

See How They Run
Congestion Pricing Goes to Commission 

Editorial Mercy: Three Mice Forgiven in Two Short Days.
 

By Henry J. Stern 

Spitzer will not become President 
of the United States, and he should 
concentrate on being as good a 
governor as he can be.  Two is 
that if the Democrats win the 
Senate in 2008, the legislature 
will be an even greater problem 
for the Mr. Spitzer than it is today.  
It is not a rule, but the relevant 
phrase is “Be careful what you 
wish for, lest it come true.”    
   Our third conclusion is that, 
with regard to congestion pricing, 
Sheldon Silver is not being an 
obstructionist for personal or 
political reasons.  He is reflecting 
the views of his conference (the 
Democratic members of the 
assembly). Shelly protects his 
members from the wrath of editorial 
writers, and that is an element in 
their loyalty to him.  Four is that 
the congestion pricing commission 
should have at least two research 
staffs, because so many minds 
are closed on the subject, and 
different points of view should 
be presented if they have validity.  
There are questions involved here 
beyond boundaries and prices.  
They include civil liberties, the 
effect of millions of photographs 
of automobiles in government 
hands, and people’s rights, if any, 
to travel on the streets of their city 
without paying for the privilege..  . 
   We believe that there are anti-car 
forces in America and elsewhere 
that despise the automobile as 
much as they do the cigarette, the 
gun or the fat molecule.  These 
modern prohibitionists would have 
them all these pleasures banned 
if they could.  Those of us who 
share their distaste for cigarettes, 
unlicensed guns and trans-fats will 
have to think about how much 
of our remaining freedom we are 
willing to deed over to the nanny 
state.  We find it intriguing that First 
Amendment advocates who support 
free speech and civil disobedience 
and generally oppose government 
action seem unconcerned when 
the state attempts to impose new 
controls over peoples’ lives..   
   New York does not ban cigarettes; 
we simply tax them, unless they are 
sold by Native Americans.  New 
York will not ban driving into 
Manhattan; it is proposed that we 
simply charge $8 for the privilege. 
(Remember, the income tax started 
in 1913; as a result of the 16th 

Amendment. It was at the rate of 
one to seven per cent.) Imposing an 
entry fee to the Emerald City will 
necessarily have a disproportionate 
impact on the poor, but perhaps 
they don’t belong in Manhattan 
anyway, certainly not on weekdays 
when they should be working.  If 
they do want to visit their betters, 
they can take the subway.   
   The Daily News in its July 18 
editorial included Governor Spitzer 
for the first time along with its 
traditional public enemies, Senator 
Bruno and Speaker Silver.  This is 
a change of pace from the News, 
which months ago supported Spitzer 
enthusiastically in his struggles with 
Bruno and Silver.   On Wednesday, 
a huge cartoon depicted the Speaker, 
the Senator and the Governor as 
three blind mice, complete with 
canes and tails.  The caricatures are 
artfully drawn by Ed Murawinski, 
who depicted the Speaker holding 
a large wedge of Swiss cheese 
while sneering, the white haired 
Bruno, a smaller figure, holding 
his jacket, and the Governor with 
his left hand in his pants pocket.  
All three had long whiskers, and 
thin tails.  In the background is a 
large edifice, presumably the state 
capitol.  Silver is the dominant 
figure in the cartoon, which has 
been posted on the News website.  
   The lengthy page 7 editorial in 
Wednesday’s paper is somewhat 
fevered, but who are we to complain. 
You can link to it under its headline: 
3 BLIND MICE RUN N.Y. INTO 
GROUND. Even the governor, a 
hero to reformers, is described by 
the News as “no more useful than 
a spectator at a clumsy execution.” 
   Two days later, there was a 

change in the weather.  Maybe 
the publisher called.  Maybe he 
didn’t.  The  Friday, July 20 Daily 
News headline on the wood on  p1 
issues a warning:” CHARGING 
AHEAD; Get Ready to Pay to 
Drive AND Get Set for Fare Hike.”  
Two related stories appear on pp 8-
9., one by Joe Mahoney and Kirsten 
Danis, describing the progress on 
congestion pricing, and the other 
by Pete Donohue, telling us that 
“The MTA will put fare and toll 
hikes on the table next week in 
its preliminary 2008 budget...”.  
   Further on in today’s News, the 
editorial on p30 tells us that “In 
the end the leaders displayed the 
courage to move toward radically 
altering who pays what to enter 
or simply to drive in the heart 
of Manhattan on weekdays.”  It 
took just two days for the “three 
blind mice” to turn into “leaders 
[who] displayed...courage”.  The 
transformation is comparable in 
its celerity to the midnight fate 
of Cinderella, her coach and her 
horses.  Could the News’ scolding 
have had anything to do with 
prodding the parties into reaching 
tentative agreement to defer the 
crunch issues on congestion pricing 
while keeping their hands in the 
federal till?   Was the editorial the 
verbal equivalent of cutting off 
their tails with a carving knife, 
often a castration fantasy.  Could 
the point have been made another 
way, say giving the three a medal 
for bravery, as the Wizard honored 
the Cowardly Lion?  We doubt it, 
the News had to use the stick rather 
than the carrot to motivate this trio.. 
   Despite granting redemption to 
the former mice, the News remains 
wary of its newly farsighted 
rodents. We quote today’s editorial: 
“The great fear is that by blowing 
the application deadline, Spitzer, 
Silver and Bruno -- our infamous 
three blind mice -- squandered 
New York’s shot at the money.  
Time will tell.” (BTW, that 
happens to be our Rule 12-T). 
   On the basis of a lifetime in 
government, we can assure you 
that New York’s shot has not been 
squandered.  As long as there is 
a plan which will raise revenue, 
create a new bureaucracy and 
restrict personal freedom, all at the 
same time, you will find bureaucrats 
and elected officials, Republicans 

and Democrats, who will be 
happy to fund it with your money. 
   If New York does not get the 
traffic funding it seeks, that decision 
will have nothing to do with the 
delay in the application.  It will be 
because, as with Homeland Security 
appropriations, discretionary money 
goes mainly to red states.  Why 
should the Feds not act the same 
way as Bruno and Silver, who care 
for their own members first.  The 
difference is that Washington has 
a far larger empire in which it may 
selectively distribute its bounty, 
which means a bigger and juicier 
pie to slice.  Sadly, the dough is 
disproportionately supplied by 
New York taxpayers, as Senator 
Moynihan aptly pointed out for 
many years in his articles on the fisc. 
   Mice of the capital unite.  You 
have nothing to lose but your 
blinders.  You have a state to win.

Henry Stern is president of New 
York Civic (www.NYCivic.org) and 

a blogger on public issues. 
He was New York City’s Parks 
Commissioner for fifteen years 

under Mayors Koch and Giuliani.
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Like Klockwork

Weir Only Human

   From the time we’re in grammar 
school, all the way through our 
adult lives we’ve been taught to 
take responsibility for our actions 
and not place blame on others for 
something we did. It’s one of the 
essential elements of integrity. 
There was a time in our history 
when we could look up to our 
elected officials and view them as 
statesmen because they represented 
character traits we admired. Those 
traits and the courage to take a 
stand against evil would make us 
proud to follow them into battle. 
Today, we see many of them 
behaving like duplicitous children, 
pointing fingers at classmates and 
lying to the teacher about who 
threw the spitball. One of the most 
obnoxious traits is the willingness 
to conveniently forget what they 
supported in the past in order to gain 
political advantage in the present. 
    In 1998, Secretary of State, 
Madeline Albright said: “Iraq is 

Saluting the White Flag 
By Bob Weir

a long way from here, but what 
happens there matters a great deal 
here. For, the risk that the leaders 
of a rogue state will use nuclear, 
chemical or biological weapons 
against us or our allies is the 
greatest security threat we face 
and it is a threat against which we 
must and will stand firm.” President 
Clinton said action must be taken 
to stop the Iraqi dictator or, “do 
we take some ambiguous route to 
give Saddam more opportunities to 
develop this program of weapons 
of mass destruction and continue 
to ignore the solemn commitments 
that he made?” That same year, 
former Vermont Governor and 
current leader of the DNC, Howard 
Dean said: “There are such things 
as international outlaws. I’m not 
sure China is, but I’m quite sure 
Iran and Iraq are.” Sandy Berger, 
the National Security Advisor under 
Clinton said, speaking of Saddam 
Hussein: “Someday, he will surely 

rebuild his 
arsenal of 
weapons of mass 
destruction and 
I‘m certain he 
will use them as 
he has before.”
    California 
D e m o c r a t 
Congresswoman, and current 
Speaker of the House, Nancy 
Pelosi said in 2002: “Saddam 
Hussein certainly has chemical 
and biological weapons. There’s no 
question about that.” West Virginia 
Democrat Senator, Jay Rockefeller 
said: “There is unmistakable 
evidence that Saddam Hussein is 
working aggressively to develop 
nuclear weapons.” Delaware 
Democrat Senator Joe Biden said: 
“We know he continues to attempt to 
gain access to additional capability, 
including nuclear capability.” 
Nevada Democrat Senator, Harry 
Reid said: “Saddam Hussein has, in 

effect, thumbed 
his nose at 
the world 
c o m m u n i t y 
and I think the 
president (Bush) 
is approaching 
this in the right 
fashion.” That 

same year on Meet the Press, New 
York Democrat Senator, Hillary 
Clinton was asked by host Tim 
Russert: “Do you think we could 
have disarmament (in Iraq) without 
regime change?” Her answer: “I 
doubt it! I can support the president 
(Bush); I can support an action (war) 
against Saddam Hussein because I 
think it’s in the long term interests 
of our national security.” 
   Former North Carolina Senator 
and current presidential candidate, 
Democrat, John Edwards said on 
MSNBC in 2003: “Serving on the 
Intelligence Committee and seeing 
day after day and week after week 

the briefings on Saddam’s weapons 
of mass destruction and his plans on 
using those weapons; he can not be 
allowed to have those weapons. It‘s 
just that simple!” Indiana Senator, 
Democrat Evan Bayh said on The 
O’Reilly Factor in 2003: “Bill, I 
support the president’s efforts to 
disarm Saddam Hussein. I think he 
(Bush) was right on in the speech 
he gave. The lessons we learned 
following September 11 were that 
we can’t wait to be attacked again. 
Saddam has not done the right thing, 
so we’re left with no alternative but 
to take action.”
   All of the above and much more 
was said by Democrats who voted 
to give Bush the authority to invade 
Iraq. However, like irresponsible 
adolescents, they invent alibis for 
their behavior and search for a 
scapegoat; not exactly profiles in 
courage. 
   President Bush said: “When 
I made the decision to remove 

Saddam Hussein from power, 
Congress approved it with strong, 
bi-partisan support. While it’s 
perfectly legitimate to criticize 
my decision or the conduct of the 
war, it is deeply irresponsible to 
rewrite the history of how that war 
began. As our troops fight a ruthless 
enemy, determined to destroy our 
way of life, they deserve to know 
that their elected leaders who voted 
to send them to war, continue to 
stand behind them.” Sadly, the 
only thing those Democrats would 
stand behind is a white flag. With 
a worldwide terrorist organization 
plotting our demise, electing one of 
those poltroons as Commander in 
Chief could literally become a fatal 
mistake.  

Bob Weir is a contributing 
columnist to Yonkers Tribune and 

Westchester Times Tribune. 
BobWeir777@aol.com.

   Its members, who unfailingly refer 
to each other as “distinguished” and 
“friend,” even when flailing each 
other with ill-concealed vitriol, 
characterize their disorganized 
organization as one dedicated to 
debate, deliberation and decision. 
   To any outsider who experiences 
more than an occasional seizure 
of common sense and passing 
interest, the Senate of the United 
States much more resembles 
a one-ring circus, replete with 
cacophonous noise, pachydermal 
parades, cavorting clowns and 
serial side shows reflecting freakish 
diversions from normal life. 
   Not unlike the trunk-to-tail 
procession of elephants in the 
Greatest Show On Earth, our 
“Upyours Chamber” of Congress 
recently lined up and linked with 
fellow partisans in failing to agree 
on a position concerning Iraq, with 
the same efficiency as exhibited in 
their earlier failures to do diddly 
squat about illegal immigration, 

UR U.S. Sinate: The Greatest ‘Slow’ On Earth
 

By Joe Klock, Sr.
the Great Earmark Embezzlements 
and other matters of importance 
to us-all of  the unwashed masses. 
   Their most recent non-
performance, preceding that vote 
on the course of the Iraq war, 
involved a childish sleepover at 
which nothing was accomplished, 
and the result of which had been 
predetermined long before they laid 
out their nighty-nights and embarked 
on their slumber party games. 
   Prudently, I chose not to glue my 
aging eyeballs to C-Span during 
the overnight orgy of nothingness, 
climaxed with a dramatic action 
of inaction, followed by spin 
sessions from bleary-eyed partisans 
representing both sides of that 
Grand Canyon called “the aisle.” 
   The whole affair, hell-and-gone 
beyond wasteful, disgraceful and 
distasteful in nature, was capped 
by the simultaneous release of a 
nationwide Zogby poll indicating 
that public approval of Congress 
had already plummeted to 14%, 

well below that of our embattled 
White House tenant and competing 
for the unpopularity 
Oscar with PMS, 
jock itch and Paris 
W a t z e r n a m e .  
   The Sinate, 
designed to be a cut 
above our House 
of Reprehensibles 
in dignity and 
erudition, is instead a 
textbook example of 
inertia. (Definition, 
in case you nodded 
off during high 
school Physics I: “The tendencies 
of a body at rest to remain at 
rest and, once set in motion, to 
continue in that direction unless 
acted on by an outside force.”) 
   The subject institution is entrenched 
in customs and no-no’s that obstruct 
change, resist modernization and 
appear to regard acceleration as 
a capitol (note the “o”) crime. 
   One symptom of this condition is 

its archaic method of vote counting. 
After proposed legislation has 

won the approval 
of “leadership” 
(more often than 
not following the 
blessing of powerful 
lobbies), has run the 
gauntlet of committee 
hearings and has 
been laboriously 
“debated” on the 
floor, frequently 
before an almost-
deserted chamber, 
the moment of 

decision has finally arrived. 
   “The clerk will call the roll,” 
intones the presiding officer, 
whereupon it may take a half-hour 
or more for 100 Senators to vote 
aye or no, or hide under their desks 
if the issue is too politically volatile. 
   Prior to that antediluvian (so, 
look it up!) procedure, there is 
little likelihood that the members 
have studied the issue in depth or 

were present during the debate - 
debate in this instance defined as 
pontificating from a predetermined 
and inflexible position. 
   ASIDE: In the unlikely event 
that they DID sit through the 
partisan presentations, each one of 
the speakers they heard reserved 
the right to “revise and extend” 
their remarks before entering 
them in the Congressional Record. 
(Such reservations, if permitted 
in marriages, might go a long 
way toward eliminating divorce.) 
   It would seem to a cynical observer 
(present company not excluded) 
that anything resembling frank 
discussion, reasonable compromise 
and resolute action is dead on 
arrival in the wells (deep holes) 
of our loftiest legislative body.  
   What should be a finding of facts, 
focusing on those facts, facing 
the facts, then acting in the best 
interest of the people, more closely 
resembles the mating ritual of the 
whooping crane than the fulfillment 

of that solemn obligation. 
   The Senatorial Sleepover, grist 
for the mills of standup comedians, 
talking heads and competing 
candidates, was also one of many 
arguments in favor of term limitations 
and against the incestuous rules of 
seniority and obsolete tradition. 
   What had for generations 
been the most exclusive men’s 
club in the world has become a 
unisex operation, but remains 
unchanged in its inertial nature. 
   As such, it fiercely defends its 
spoils system, log-rolling, influence 
peddling, secrecy, posturing, 
corruption, and a rate of measurable 
progress more than somewhat 
comparable to the movement of 
summer phlegm.
   For now, their omissions 
accomplished, our circus performers 
will adjourn for vacation.

Freelance wordworker Joe Klock, 
Sr. (joeklock@aol.com)

www.joeklock.com.

   The Montreal International 
Jazz Festival (MIJF, also called the 
International de Jazz de Montréal is 
the largest jazz festival in the world. 
It is held annually in Montreal, 
Quebec during the summer season 
(usually at the beginning of July) 
and gathers artists from around the 
world. It is typically attended by 
over two million people who are 
attracted by the eclectic atmosphere, 
diversity of shows, and by the city 
itself. Many parts of the city’s 
downtown core are closed to traffic 
for two weeks as outdoor shows are 
free to the public on many stages. 
Attendance to some shows exceeds 
one hundred thousand music fans. 
   Shows are held in a wide variety 
of venues, from relatively small 
jazz clubs to the large halls like 
the beautifiul Place des Arts. 
Some of the free outdoor shows 
are held on closed-off streets, 
while others are on terraced parks. 
   A little history: The Montreal Jazz 
Festival was conceived by Alain 
Simard, who had spent much of the 
1970s working with Productions 
Kosmos bringing artists such 
as Chick Corea, Dave Brubeck, 
Muddy Waters, John Lee Hooker, 
B.B. King, Gatemouth Brown, 
and others to Montreal to perform. 
In 1977, Simard teamed up with 
André Ménard and Denys McCann 
to form an agency named Spectra 
Scène (now known as L’Équipe 
Spectra), with the idea of creating 
a summer festival in Montreal 

2007 Montreal Jazz Festival
By Bob Putignano

Special For Yonkers Tribune and Westchester Times Tribune

that would bring a number of 
artists together at the same time. 
   They planned their first festival 
for the summer of 1979, but, 
unable to secure sufficient funding, 
their plans were scuttled, but 
they still were able to produce 
two nights of shows at Théâtre-
St-Denis, with Keith Jarrett, and 
a then-unknown Pat Metheny. 
   The first Montreal jazz festival 
was held in 1980, with funding 
from Alain de Grosbois of Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation, and 
Tele-Quebec. With Ray Charles, 
Vic Vogel, Chick Corea, and 
Gary Burton on the bill, and an 
attendance of 12,000, the event 
was hailed a success, and has 
continued to grow since then.    
   Montreal Jazz Fest 2007;  I 

arrived in Montreal on July 3rd, 
with my forever buddy Ray Pellis, 
got ourselves checked in and 
headed off to our first ‘free to the 
open public’ outdoor show which 
featured New Jersey based Dave 
Gross’ trio with WFDU’s DJ and 
recording artist Dennis Gruenling.  
After their traditional Chicago style 
jumping blues set, I took Ray to 
one of my favorite places to eat in 
Montreal, that being Schwartz’s on 
St. Laurent, where we devoured an 
excellent meal prepared on their 
ancient firewood grill. 
   After dinner we wandered over to 
another free outdoor show, which 
was the forty-seven year old and 
very youthful Vasti Jackson. I am 
familiar with some of Vasti’s work, 
and this was the first time I saw 

him perform live.  A brief history; 
Vasti was the musical director for 
Z.Z. Hill who was just on the cusp 
of Hill’s huge success with “Down 
Home Blues” on the Malaco record 
label. Jackson also played guitar on 
the Malaco records of Latimore, 
Denise LaSalle, Bobby Rush and 
Johnnie Taylor. He also drew on his 
formal musical training in writing 
horn and string arrangements for 
the label, and co-produced Bobby 
Rush’s Grammy-nominated CD 
from 2002, “Hoochie Man”. 
Additionally, Jackson recently 
worked on records by Cassandra 
Wilson and Michael Burks, as 
well as New Orleans-based Henry 
Butler and John Cleary. Jackson 
has two solo recordings credited to 
his name ‘No Borders to the Blues’ 
and ‘Live in Nashville’ the later 
was released earlier this year.  Vasti 
hit the stage like a man on fire, and 
truly delighted those in attendance 
with his long extended guitar 
solos, and showed his outstanding 
showmanship both on stage, and 
when he wandered the crowd with 
his wireless guitar hookup. Vasti 
was definitely born for the stage, 
and should be added to your wish 
list whenever he performs in your 
area.  
   Derek Trucks (pictured above 
left)  was my most anticipated show 
at the Montreal Jazz Festival, and 
Derek not only didn’t disappoint 
me, he also blew me away 
with his outstanding display of 
musicianship, with his excellent 
and often hair raising slide guitar 
playing, as well as the support he 
received from the members of his 
band, especially Mike Mattison’s 
vocals. The DTB opened with the 
first two tracks from their latest 
Columbia release ‘Songlines’ 
Rahsaan Roland Kirk’s ‘Volunteered 

Slavery’ which beautifully flowed 
into “I’ll Find My Way.’ It is 
noteworthy to mention that there 
is also a ‘kind of’ companion disk 
to ‘Songlines’ that being the live 
DVD titled ‘Songlines Live!’ which 
is highly recommended.  Other 
highlights included ’44 Blues’ a 
tune Derek often performs with 
The Allman Brothers Band, and 
from the ‘Songlines’ CD; ‘Crow 
Jane,’ and ‘Id Rather Be Blind, 
Crippled and Crazy.’ There were 
other bone chilling covers, of the 
tune John Coltrane made famous 
all over again during the sixties 
“My Favorite Things’ which 
meandered perfectly into the King 
Curtis classic ‘Soul Serenade’ Just 
when I thought that the DTB band 
could not exceed what they already 
delivered on stage, they ended their 
two hour plus set with a track that 
the Allman Brothers recorded on 
their very first LP, that being ‘Every 
Hungry Woman’ which left me and 
the crowd screaming for MORE!  
Derek and his superb band returned 
to the Spectrum Theater’s stage and 
unleashed an amazing funky version 
of Curtis Mayfield’s ‘Freddie’s 
Dead.’  I was speechless, and could 
not ask for more.  This performance 
was the Derek Trucks Band first 
appearance at the Montreal Jazz 
Fest, and one would hope that the 
good folks who book this very fine 
festival will bring Derek and his 
band back to Montreal in the not 
too distant future. If there was one 
downer to be found, it was not with 
the DTB band, or their over the top 
performance, as I was surprised that 
none of the Montreal newspapers 
(who by the way does an incredible 
job covering many of the shows 
from each nights Montreal Jazz 
Fest performances, which is always 
on display at the Festival’s great 

pressroom,) picked up on the Derek 
Trucks Band. 
   It was a hard act for anyone to 
follow Derek Trucks, but I was 
pleasantly surprised by hard rocking 
bluesman Chris Duarte who played 
several tracks from his brand new 
appropriately titled CD ‘Blue 
Velocity’ on Mike Varney’s Blues 
Bureau International record label.
   Molly Johnson is a very talented 
Toronto based singer who rarely 
gets to the USA, and I got turned 
on to seeing her perform at the 
Montreal Jazz Fest twice previously, 
so this was my third opportunity to 
seeing Molly and her band.  I guess 
since the last time I saw Molly, a 
new direction has taken hold, and 
although her voice is of a very high 
caliber, I was disappointed that 
she has obviously decided to focus 
on being a jazz diva. At previous 
performances I had witnessed and 
enjoyed her really belting out the 
blues, though none of that was 
evidenced here in 2007. Not to say 
it was a bad performance, but it was 
not what I was expecting.
   Matt Schofield showed no signs 
as to why he cancelled his last years 
North American tour, and delivered 
a high-spirited and very animated 
performance of blues rocking guitar 
with his B3 organ trio.  Schofield’s 
best numbers included covers of a 
Albert Collins tune, and a chestnut 
B.B. King made somewhat famous 
‘When it all Comes Down.’ 
   Every year the Montreal Jazz 
Festival turns me on to at least one 
unsuspecting musical surprise; and 
the winner this year is- the young 
funk unit Moses Mayes (pictured 
above right) www.MosesMayes.
com from Winnipeg, Manitoba. 
These youngsters really know how to 
charm a crowd with their delightful 
mix of urban soul and funk, and had 
the entire outdoor crowd dancing to 
their delicious groove.  Check out 
their latest recording ‘Second Ring’ 
on their web site, as if you dig your 
tunes with a healthy dash of funk 
and tight horns charts with neat 
arrangements, they just might light 
up your day as much as they did 
for me.  Who knew things were so 
urban and funked up in Manitoba?  
Nonetheless, it was a wonderful 
performance, and I will be looking 
forward to more new music from 
Moses Mayes.
   Several years ago Richard 
Bona was my Montreal Jazz Fest 
unsuspected new find, and though 

see 2007 Montreal Jazz Pg. 4
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Richard lives in Brooklyn which 
is not too far from where I live, 
and I have never seen him play in 
and around NYC, but this was the 
second time Montreal I got to see 
him in there, this time with a guest 
appearance with Russell Malone, 
who dazzled the crowd with his 
guitar mastery, especially on their 
closing cover of Bobby Hebb’s 
often covered ‘Sunny.’ Bona is a 
bona fide world class bassist, who is 
a talent well worth seeking out, his 
performances are always top-shelf, 
and it should also be noted that 
Bona was selected by the Montreal 
Jazz Fest producers to be the second 
weeks special guest artist, as Bona 
performed in four different bands on 
four consecutive evenings, which 
had to be an honor for Bona, and 
Lord knows if you have ever seen 
him perform, you would know why 
the Montreal Jazz Fest people made 
a very wise decision by allotting 
this special engagement to bassist 
Richard Bona.
   From my now home town of 
Mount Vernon brought drummer 
Alvin Queen to Montreal, who still 
frequents the NY area, but now 
resides in Switzerland. Queen is 
a crisp, powerful, and swinging 
drummer, who worked with George 
Benson and Stanley Turrentine, 
then during the seventies traveled 
to Europe with the excellent group; 

Music Inc. which was co-led 
by Charles Tolliver and Stanley 
Cowell. It always great to see Alvin 
(especially in a prestigious setting 
like the Montreal Jazz Fest) and 
his performance was stellar, as he 
performed several new tracks from 
his fine new CD ‘I Ain’t Looking 
at You.’ For more info about Alvin 
check out: www.AlvinQueen.com 
   I would be remiss to not thank the 
people who helped me make my trip 
another special year in Montreal; 
Ann Braithwaite from BK Music 
PR, Hugo LeClerc and Christal 
Agostino of the Montreal Jazz 
Fest team, Steve Sloan of www.
blueswax.com, Tom Bock from the 
Yonkers Tribune, Marc Copeland 
and Carl Kraus of WFDU http://
wfdu.fm , and the NY Blues and Jazz 
Society www.NYBluesandJazz.
org – thank you all. And here is to 
the 2008 Festival International De 
Jazz De Montreal, I look forward to 
working with all of you next year 
and for many years to come.  For 
updates please continue to check 
out:  www.MontrealJazzFest.com

 Bob Putignano is regular 
contributing writer to Goldmine 

& Big City Rhythm and Blues 
magazines, the Yonkers Tribune 
and Westchester Times Tribune 

and can be reached through www.
SoundsofBlue.com

2007 Montreal Jazz 
Festival

By Bob Putignano
For the Yonkers Tribune and Westchester Times Tribune
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SANTA MONICA, CA -- A Dog’s 
Life, a new organic dog treat 
company based in Santa Monica, 
California, has launched the first 
and only dog treat company to 
showcase its canine customers on 
its packaging. 
   Current winners include a 
lifejacket-wearing Yorkshire 
Terrier, a surfing Labrador Retriever 
from Brazil, a Labradoodle who 
works out on a treadmill, and a mutt 
named Paul Anka.
   Each flavor is made with organic 
ingredients, hand-baked in small 
batches, and packed in convenient, 
re-sealable bags featuring a rotating 
collection of dogs. 
   Contestants upload and vote for 
pictures on A Dog’s Life’s online 

Every Dog
Deserves 15 Minutes 

of Fame
New Organic Dog Treat Company Features 

Canine Customers on Packaging

gallery. The winning photos are 
selected based on their hometowns, 
breeds, and lifestyles. Popular 
opinion in the photo gallery is also 
factored in.
   “My idea was to create a delicious 
and nutritious treat, and package 
it in an attention-grabbing way,” 
explains company president Todd 
Thedinga. “Every dog deserves his 
or her 15 minutes of fame.”
A Dog’s Life treats are available in 
pet boutiques and online at Amazon.
com. For additional information -- 
including a product sample - visit 
www.aDogsLife.net. Or contact 
president Todd Thedinga directly at 
todd@adogslife.net.

Vote for Big Bang Radio
Have you heard about the Bodog 
Battle of the Bands – and the 
chance for the best unsigned band 
in the US to walk away with a One 
Million Dollar recording contract!! 
Two of Yorktown’s own are in the 
running .. in a band called Big Bang 
Radio based out of Miami, Florida. 
Look for brothers Ron and Mike 
Begleiter (on keyboard and bass) in 
this five member band – along with 
Del (vocals), Alex (guitar) and Ian 
(drums). They have all worked with 
numerous musical icons including 
Jon Secada, Gloria Estefan, Sense, 
The Curve, Fuel, Bryan Adams, and 
others. Watch the show on FUSE TV 
every Wednesday at 10pm and go 
online at www.bodog.tv (contests) 
to vote for Ron & Mike!! 

And visit www.bbrmusic.com to 
learn more about Big Bang Music.
 
Build it and they will come
Play Ball!  Put your name in front 
of fans all summer long at Peekskill 
Stadium - a real Field of Dreams. 
The City of Peekskill is seeking 
business sponsorships by offering 
4’x8’ promotional signage that will 
be displayed throughout the season, 
located at the corner of Louisa and 
South Streets. Now in its third year, 
this state of the art baseball field 
complex serves all age groups.

The Fine Print
By Lisa Fine

Info: 914 734-7275.  

Cows, Horses, 
Chicken, Sheep 
and more
The 83rd Annual 
Yorktown Grange 
Fair has announced 
that Westchester’s 
premier Southern 
Rockers, the Sundown Band, will 
headline the entertainment on 
Saturday September 8. Other band 
performances throughout the 4-
day fair will include Annie and 
the Natural Wonder Band, the Al 
Edwardsen East Coast Band and 
Thunder Road. As always, vendor 
exhibit spaces in the commercial 
tent and sponsorship opportunities 
are available for area businesses to 
help support the fair.

 Info: 914 962-3900 or
 www.yorktowngrangefair.org.

CDM Salon Celebrates Lucky 7
CDM International Beauty Salon, 
2141 Crompond Road in Cortlandt 
Manor, recently celebrated 7 years 
in business. Peekskill residents 
and owners Chaz Miller, Donna 
Johnson with the late Melvin Murph 
(CDM) opened the salon to offer 
multi-cultural hair care, styling and 
coloring– and they are still going 
strong. Info: 914 736-0202.

Red Hat Ladies
Red Hat Queen and 
Cortlandt resident 
Leah Olsen, has 
started a chapter 
of the Red Hat 
Group at West 
Ledge Healthcare 
Facility, 2000 
East Main Street 

in Peekskill. The group is called 
the Red and Wild Women of West 
Ledge and comprised of residents 
of the facility. They meet monthly 
for special activities and since Leah 
is also the owner of the Queen’s 
Garden Traveling Tea Service, 
refreshment time must certainly 
be a treat for these red hat wearing 
ladies. Info: 914 737-8400. 

Run 2 miles, Bike 15 miles, Run 2 
miles – oh my!
The Westchester Medical Center 
in Valhalla recently held the 6th 
Annual Biathlon to benefit the 
WMC Regional Trauma Center. 
Hudson Valley Hospital Center sent 
the team of Yorktown residents, 
Eric Schore (runner), Director of 
Materials Management at HVHC 
and Tama Goodstein (biker), 
Physical Therapist at HVHC’s 
Physical Therapy at Croton. 
Congratulations to them both - not 
only did they finish, they placed 3rd 

in the co-ed division! 

A Very Generous Donation
1 milk menagerie (1 Heifer cow, 1 
water buffalo and 2 goats), 1 knitting 
basket (2 llamas and 2 sheep), 2 
pigs, 2 bee hives, 2 flocks of duck 
and geese, 1 sheep, a trio of rabbits 
and a flock of chicks. These are the 
animals that Somers Middle School 
student Benjamin DeUrso chose for 
his donation to Heifer International. 
This organization provides animals 
to poor communities and families 
throughout the world in order 
to end hunger and poverty by 
sharing resources, education and 
knowledge. Through the generosity 
of friends, family and a walk-a-
thon that Ben organized for his 
community service project, over 
$2,160 was raised and all of these 
animals will now be able to make 
the world a better place. 

Info: www.heifer.org. 

To submit information for The Fine 
Print, please send emails to

 thefineprintny@verizon.net, call 
914 243-9761 or go to

 LisaFineCommunications.
com. Lisa Fine is owner of LF 

Communications, Inc. 

YONKERS, NY -- Aureon 
Laboratories and their collaborators 
announced today the publication of 
their ‘Systems Pathology’ model 
for predicting prostate cancer 
PSA recurrence in the  Journal of 
Clinical Investigation (JCI). The 
article supports the Prostate Px® 
prognostic test which provides 
patients and their physicians a 
personalized determination of their 
risk for prostate cancer recurrence 
following removal of the prostate. 
   The JCI article, now available 
online and in print describes 
Aureon’s integrated Systems 
Pathology approach to generate 
highly accurate predictive tools 
for complex diseases such as 
prostate cancer. The article reviews 
data obtained in a cohort of 850 
men with prostate cancer. Aureon 
scientists used machine learning 
tools to develop a model based 
on clinicopathological variables, 
histologic tumor characteristics, and 
cell-type specific protein biomarker 
quantitation. The study, utilizing 
both immunohistochemistry and 
quantitative immunofluorescence, 
determined that high levels 

of androgen receptor were 
associated with a reduced time 
to PSA recurrence. Aureon’s 
System Pathology approach is the 
foundation of Prostate Px. 
   “We are very excited that a high-
impact medical journal such as the 
Journal of Clinical Investigation has  
decided to publish data generated 
by Aureon’s System Pathology 
approach. We believe that peer- 
reviewed publications support the 
validity of Aureon’s technology and 
approach. Critically important, this 
technology is available to patients 
and physicians as Prostate Px which 
significantly enhances thedecision 
making process,” stated Vijay 
Aggarwal, Ph.D., Aureon’s CEO 
and President. 
    Prostate Px provides physicians 
with a unique insight into a patient’s 
chance of developing a cancer 
recurrence following the removal 
of the prostate. The physician 
receives a Px SCORE® for both the 
probability of PSA recurrence (bio-
chemical recurrence) and disease 
progression (distant metastasis).  
Prostate Px, in conjunction with 
traditional methods of disease 
analysis, can provide patients and 
their caregivers valuable insight 
when making post-operative 
therapy decisions.
   Aureon Laboratories’ mission 
is to enable personalized patient 
care through predictive pathology. 
Aureon has developed a Systems 
Pathology technology platform to 
predict individual clinical outcomes 
through the interrogation of tissue. 
Allied with major cancer centers, 
Aureon operates a CLIA-certified 
laboratory that provides predictive 
pathology services to the practicing 
physician. 

For more information go to
 www.aureon.com 

or call 
1-888-SYS-PATH.

Improved Prediction 
of Prostate Cancer 

Recurrence through 
Systems Pathology 

Research Published in the “Journal of 
Clinical Investigation”

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- Verizon 
New York Inc. presented their 
proposal for a cable franchise to 
the New Rochelle City Council 
on Tuesday, July 17th at 7:30pm. 
On August 2, 2007 at 8:00pm, 
a public hearing will be held 
on the proposed cable franchise 
agreement between the City of 
New Rochelle and Verizon New 
York Inc. The proposed agreement 
can be accessed on the city Website 
at www.newrochelleny.com or by 
visiting the City Clerk’s Office.
   Since the early part of 2007, The 
City of New Rochelle and Verizon, 
New York Inc. have met toward 
Verizon bringing Fiber to the 
Premises (FTTP), and upgrading 

New Rochelle Receives 
Verizon Cable Franchise 

Proposal
their infrastructure for greater 
capacity to offer phone, data, and 
video services.
   Verizon began their design in 
the latter part of 2006, and build-
out in 2007. Concurrent with the 
infrastructure upgrades, the City 
of New Rochelle entered into cable 
television franchise negotiations. 
This process included an assessment 
of Public, Educational, and
Government Access (PEG) needs, 
and incorporated input from the 
New Rochelle
Telecommunications and Advisory 
Committee, New Rochelle Cable 
TV Office, and the New Rochelle 
Board of Education.

E L M S F O R D , 
NY --  Pragmatix, 
an IT solutions 
company, today 
announced that 
Sherika Wynter 
has joined the 
sales team. 
   Her primary 
responsibilities 
will include 
b u s i n e s s 
d e v e l o p m e n t 
and technology 
c o n s u l t i n g . 
Wynter will 
maintain current 
b u s i n e s s , 
develop new 
business within existing accounts 
and drive company growth. 
   “Sherika’s interest and strong 
technological background will 
greatly benefit Pragmatix and our 
clients,” said Bill Abram, president 
of Pragmatix. “We are thrilled to 
welcome her to our team.” 
   Wynter served as vice chairperson 
of the National Society of Black 
Engineers (NSBE) Region 1. 
   A resident of Port Chester, New 
York, Wynter holds a Bachelor of 
Science in Mechanical Engineering 
from the Rensselaer Polytechnic 

Institute School 
of Engineering. 
   Pragmatix 
delivers a broad 
portfolio of 
business and 
t e c h n o l o g y 
s o l u t i o n s 
i n c l u d i n g 
secure managed 
hosting, remote 
m a n a g e d 
services and 
support, custom 
a p p l i c a t i o n s 
and software 
deve lopment . 
Pragmatix is an 
IBM Business 

Partner and Microsoft Certified 
Partner since 1992. It builds 
custom database and Web-enabled 
applications and provides fully-
managed secure hosting solutions 
for the SMB market. 

For additional information, call 
914.345.9444 x 3003 or visit

 www.pragmatix.com/. 

For information about Pragmatix 
Gold, visit www.pragmatixgold.

com/.

Sherika Wynter 
Joins Pragmatix
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Taste Hudson Valley Wines ,  enjoy epicurean delights, farm fresh produce,  and live music.
Participating Wineries:  Adair Vineyards, Alison Wines, Applewood Winery, Baldwin Vineyards, Benmarl Winery,  Brotherhood Winery,  

Cascade Mountain Winery, Clinton Vineyards, Demarest Hill Winery,  Glorie Farm Winery, Hudson - Chatham Winery,  Millbrook Winery, , Pazdar Wines, 
Prospero Winery, Rivendell Winery, Stoutridge Winery, Warwick Valley Winery, Whitecliff Winery.

12th Annual Bounty of the Hudson Food & Wine Festival 
Brotherhood, America’s Oldest Winery

100 Brotherhood Plaza, Washingtonville, New York
July 28 & 29, 2007    12pm - 5pm

www.gunkswine.com 

Tickets are $25 (plus tax) in advance, ($33 at the door)  
Purchase tickets at www.gunkswine.com or call 845-255-2494

stock comments undercover – 
Austin American 
Whole Foods CEO Mackey Is Out 
Of His Organic Mind - Seeking 
Alpha 
Whole Foods Executive Used Alias 
– The New York Times 
Whole Foods CEO was busy guy 
online - USATODAY.com 
   Although the blogosphere is in 
it’s virtual infancy, there are still a 
few near eternal verities that might 
apply the medium. A number of 
Moses wannabees have delivered 
commandments to us and some 
seem to pertain especially to this 
landmark case. 
   Here’s a couple from 
ThinkHammer’s Ten 
Commandments of Blogging.
1) Thou Shalt Speak 
in Thine Own Voice.  
(Everyone has a natural voice when 
they write. Some people are cranky, 
some are funny, some are strictly 
business. All voices can be ok, 
just make sure the voice you use is 
your own. If you try to sound like 
someone or something you’re not, 
your readers will spot the fake right 
away.) 
   One thing ThinkHammer forgot to 
mention that is especially significant 
for PR people and CEOs is that one 
must own up to his/her own voice 
– don’t post anonymously. 
7) Thou Shalt Be Truthful. 
(This should be easy. Don’t write 
or repeat things you know or 
suspect to be false. Eager bloggers 
can quickly become a pitchfork 
wielding mob in search of a victim. 
Look for trustworthy authoritative 
sources. Take deep breaths. Think 
before you post.) 
   Well, how about deceitfully 
posting for some seven years or 
more as someone called Rahodeb, 
even though it doesn’t sound like 
any dog’s name I know. 
10) Thou Shalt Have Fun 
(You’re probably not getting paid 
for this, so take your compensation 
in delight. If it’s not fun, try 
something else. If you are getting 
paid, you’ll probably find the job 
easier and more rewarding if you 
are having fun while you do it.) 
   We gotta agree with this one, but, 
even though Mackey takes but $1 
million? annually in salary, not in 
this case. 
Marketing strategist Steve 
Rubel has also offered his “10 
Commandments,” these calling for 
‘The Era of Participatory Public 
Relations.” 
   Rubel also enthuses people to 
“keep it real” and not hide behind 
characters and phony IDs. Blogging 
is not a fad, he says. It’s here to stay. 
“Be part of it.” 
   And, perhaps most importantly, he 
writes, “Thou shall tell the truth – If 
you don’t tell the truth, it will come 
out anyway.” 
   You know, that’s the word I was 
looking for all along, “truth.” Reach 
for the stars – and stick to the truth 
in your communications. 

Len Stein is president of New 
Rochelle, NY-based agency 
Visibility Public Relations. 

Whole 
Foods’ 

Founder in 
Blog Flap

From Page 1

POMONA, NY -- On Thursday, July 
19th, Deer Mountain Day Camp, 
Rockland County’s oldest family-
owned day camp, hosted its annual 
Carnival to benefit Camp Jawonio 
and Camp Venture, two Rockland-
based camps for children and young 
adults with special needs.  Deer 
Mountain Day Camp turned its 25 
acres of lush camp grounds nestled 
in the foothills of the Ramapo 
Mountains into a carnival, complete 
with dunking machine and cotton 
candy, to raise funds for the two 
special needs camps. 
   Approximately 100 campers, ages 
seven and up, from Jawonio and 
Venture joined Deer Mountain’s 
600 campers.  Deer Mountain’s 
campers hosted the event, from 
deciding upon games, to greeting 
and sharing in the fun alongside the 
campers.   
   Since Carnival Day’s inception, 
DMDC’s campers, from Rockland, 
Bergen, Orange, Westchester and 
Manhattan, have generously raised 
over $50,000.  
   “The beauty of this annual 
event is that it weaves a culture of 
philanthropy into Deer Mountain 
and sends a powerful message to 
our campers and staff that helping 
each other is something to celebrate 
and feel great about,” said Roberta 
Katz, 2nd generation owner of Deer 

Mountain Day Camp.  “As a kid, my 
parents viewed Carnival Day as the 
crowning glory to the summer camp 
experience because it was about 
kids helping kids.  That’s really 
the essence of the positive camp 
experience:  support, sportsmanship 
and team spirit.  This day brings it 
all together in a festive, poignant 
way and it means a great deal to 
everyone who participates.” 
   Jennifer DelConte, Principal for 
Summer Education at Jawonio said, 
“This is a great day for our summer 
program because our campers are 
so excited to visit a camp with 
kids who are there to welcome 
and support them.  It’s validating 
and reaffirming to everyone who 
participates, since Deer Mountain’s 
kids are proud to host the event and 
do something really meaningful 
for our kids.  Likewise, our 
campers, bask in the attention and 
excitement.” 
   Ron Garzia, Venture Summer 
Camp Assistant Director, added, 
“The simplest gestures, whether 
it’s a helping hand or thumbs up, 
are extremely validating to children 
when coming from other children.  
Our campers feel special during 
Deer Mountain’s Carnival Day 
and part of another welcoming 
community, and we thank Deer 
Mountain not only for its generosity, 

but also for its warmth and caring 
children and staffers, who, through 
this day, enrich our lives so much.” 
   Jawonio, located in New City, New 
York, was founded in 1949 as a day 
camp for children with disabilities, 
and two years later expanded 
to have an overnight program.  
The 6 week Summer Education 
program as it is now known, is run 
by Jawonio Inc., a not-for-profit 
provider of comprehensive medical, 
clinical, rehabilitative, educational, 
employment/vocational, service 
coordination and community living 
services to children and adults with 
physical, developmental and/or 
emotional disabilities.  Jawonio 
now provides more than 5,600 
children and adults in Rockland 
and Westchester Counties in New 
York, as well as Bergen and Passaic 
Counties in New Jersey.  For more 
information about Jawonio, go to 
www.jawonio.org or call 1-888-
320-4295.
   Camp Venture, located in 
Nanuet, New York, was founded 
in 1969, as a camp for children 
with developmental disabilities.  
Camp Venture is run by the Venture 
Organization, a not-for-profit 
provider for facilitative services 
to the developmentally disabled of 
Rockland County.  Camp Venture 
serves more than 1,100 Rockland 

Deer Mountain Day Camp Hosts Annual Carnival Fundraiser 
Special Needs Children Benefit from Philanthropy

residents who have developmental 
disabilities, including mental 
retardation.  For more information 
about Camp Venture, go to www.
campventure.org or call 845-624-
3862. 
   Deer Mountain Day Camp, 
located in Pomona, New York, has 
been serving Rockland and Bergen 
counties plus Manhattan since 1956.  
Situated on 25 acres in the heart of the 
Ramapo Mountains, Deer Mountain 

Day Camp is the oldest family 
owned camp in Rockland County.  
Deer Mountain accommodates 
children ages 3 through 15 while 
offering a wide array of activities 
including swimming, sports, fine 
and performing arts, nature and 
wilderness, and much more.   For 
more information, please visit 
the camp’s website at www.
deermountaindaycamp.com or call 
845-354-2727.  

Performance by Arm-of-the-Sea 
Theater to Highlight River Day at Van 

Cortlandt Manor 
Visitors Can Also Test Drive a Kayak and Enjoy Hands-On Activities

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- Well 
informed on current issues in New 
Rochelle, Larry Talt, President 
of Lawrence Talt Realty, Inc., 
expounded on the downtown 
development in New Rochelle at the 
last meeting of the New Rochelle 
Citizens Reform Club.  His 
background certainly qualifies him 
to make judgments about decisions 
being made in the city.  Mr. Talt is a 
life-long resident of New Rochelle 
and his family has been in the city 
since the early 1800’s.  His great, 
great, great uncle, Martin Cashin, 
was one of the founders of the 
New Rochelle Irish Benevolent 
Society which was formed around 
1865.  He attended New Rochelle 
public schools, and always 
worked in New Rochelle.  While 
a t t e n d i n g  W e s t c h e s t e r 
Community College he earned his 
way by working as a taxi driver for 
DeLuxe and Bluebird.  He worked 
in Bloomingdale’s, Macy’s, Rite 
Aid, and Grants, and also did stints 
as a lifeguard for both the city and 
county.   Citing his commitment to 
the city he said, “Wherever I live, 
New Rochelle will always be my 
home. It was a great place in which 
to grow up.”
   When asked about the development 
in the city, he emphasized the views 
were strictly his opinion because 
he is not privy to what is going on 
at City Hall.  His opinion is based 
on 30-years in the commercial 
real estate business.  He expressed 
sincere concerns about the 
infrastructure in the city: sewers, 
traffic flow, density of development, 
and parking. His background in the 
study of civil engineering validates 
his opinion regarding the inability 
of the county sewage facility to 
handle the sewage from 49 story 
buildings planned for construction. 
Once completed, they will cause a 
tremendous amount of pressure on 
the city pipes flowing into county 
pipes.  “Do we have any studies 
or proof that all the necessary 
upgrading were done to facilitate 
these structures?” It’s common 
knowledge that times of heavy 
rains, the present County sewage 
treatment plant cannot handle the 
present flow of sewage and storm 
water. Mr. Talt believes  the only 
option is to let all this water and 
sewage out into the sound,  and this 
has forced to closing of most, if 
not all of the area beaches for days 
due to the pollution.  To illustrate 
further he said on Parcel 1-A there 
previously were only a few small 
buildings, but now the new high 
rise has been allowed to connect 
to an antiquated system that can’t 
meet present day conditions.  
   Another concern he expressed 
with regard to high rise apartments 
was how much space would be 
devoted to retail.  Avalon II has 
approximately 9,000 square feet of 
retail in the whole building.  There 
are hundreds of thousands of square 
feet of apartments above this retail 
space which only amounts to a small 
percentage of the building. “With 
a long term tax abatement on the 
building, how does this help the 
City of New Rochelle?”
   Regarding New Roc City, 
he thought the Entertainment 

A Local Realtor’s View of 
Development in 
New Rochelle  

By Peggy Godfrey

Center should be converted into 
a retail center.  Since it has high 
ceilings, there may be enough 
ceiling height to produce two levels 
for retail which will help create a 
sales tax base for citizens.  
   Elaborating further, he said past 
decisions have squandered the 
city’s property values away.  City 
properties are owned and kept in 
trust for the benefit of the city and 
its residents, and it is the elected 
officials’ responsibility to entertain 
as many proposals from developers 
as possible.   The sale of a property 
should go to the development that 
will create the greatest financial 
benefit to the city regarding the 
valuation price, taxable income, 
and the synergy created with the 
surrounding area.   At least three 
appraisals should be made and 
the average of the three should be 
used as the selling price.  Parcel 1-
A, for example, is approximately 
2 acres with 49 story zoning. It 
was worth much more than it was 
sold for.  There was no bidding; 
only one developer was given the 
right to purchase the property.  Mr. 
Talt mentioned he had brought a 
developer that was interested in 
making a vertical shopping village 
for this parcel. The goal was to have 
forty to fifty tenants occupy the 
building. The shops he proposed 
were all established tenants and his 
suggestion would have resulted in a 
choice of retail for the residents and 
a tremendous sales tax base.
   “Although well intentioned I’m 
sure, at present you have a City 
Council, whose only real estate 
experience may have been to 
purchase their own homes.  They 
are making these “Mega’ real estate 
decisions with no background in 
this subject that I’m aware of.  In 
the best interests of the City of New 
Rochelle a real estate committee 
should be formed to advise the City 
Council when selling or leasing real 
estate.  The IKEA fiasco may have 
been avoided if a committee was in 
place.” Talt said.  
   In the recent past, Talt stated that 
he witnessed a structure where the 
floor had vast settling problems 
which had closed certain areas of the 
building.  “What qualifies the City 
of New Rochelle to give approvals 
on 49 story structures? What 
qualifications do our department 
heads have to make these decisions 
on engineering structures, 
environmental impacts, traffic flow 
and infrastructure?  In the recent 
past we have witnessed a single 
story structure start to sink, are the 
same people approving the plans for 
the high rises? New Rochelle has to 
bring in retail establishments that 
will generate income through sales 
taxes. Hopefully the decked 
parking at both the New Roc garage 
and the Intermodal Parking Garage 
were designed to accommodate 
additional floors, if needed.  
   Larry Talt’s views of New 
Rochelle’s downtown give valuable 
insights into the needed changes 
for the future.  His contribution 
of expertise, and experience 
are priceless and worthy of 
consideration.

their feet wet learning the sport.
   River Day, which takes place from 
12-6, is a festival-style event with 
an emphasis on hands-on activities 
that teach children and adults about 
the area’s fragile watershed.
   Arm-of-the-Sea will be performing 
the hour-long “City that Drinks the 
Mountain Sky” at 2 p.m. The “eco-
logic” theater group uses poetry, 
puppetry, and music to tell the 
ongoing story of the watershed and 
the uneasy marriage of those who 
must protect its vulnerable treasure. 
The performance will take place 
outdoors, behind Van Cortlandt’s 
Manor House, and is sponsored 
by the Catskill Watershed Corp. 
in partnership with the New York 
City Department of Environmental 
Protection.
   “We are overjoyed to have Arm-of-
the-Sea joining us this year for the 
first time with their innovative, witty 
approach to telling the fascinating 
story of how the Catskills ended up 
providing water to New York City,” 
said Althea Corey, Van Cortlandt 
Manor site director. 
   “Both the Hudson River and 
the Croton River have been a 
source of commerce, travel, food, 
and recreation for centuries. 
Through games, workshops, and 
demonstrations, we’ll delve into the 
past and present uses, thoughts, and 

concerns about these rivers,” said 
Ms. Corey.
   Costumed interpreters will 
demonstrate how 18th-century 
Hudson Valley residents performed 
such marine-related tasks as 
fishing and boat building, and will 
demonstrate 18th-century tasks such 
as fishnet tying, cooking, milling, 
coopering, and blacksmithing. 
Visitors will be encouraged to lend 
a hand.
   Other activities planned include 
fishing using 18th-century-style 
poles and games that teach children 
about water and river ecology.
   Rocking the Boat, a non-profit 
youth development organization in 
The Bronx, will be demonstrating 
the wooden boats they create by 
hand.
    A number of regional educational 
organizations and environmental 
advocacy groups are bringing 
hands-on educational activities to 
River Day, including the Hudson 
River Museum, the Hudson River 
Estuary Program, Croton Point 
Nature Center, Hudson River Water 
Trail Association, and author Chris 
Tompkins.
   MALFA, local expert archeologists, 
will bring exhibits of artifacts from 
digs in the lower Hudson region.
   Music will also be a big part 
of the day. Local musician Jim 

Keyes will be performing with his 
band Sportin’ Jenny, as will the 
Walkabout Clearwater Chorus. 
Other performers include fiddler 
Felix Farrar, storyteller Jonathan 
Kruk, and folk singer Iris Cohen.
   Picnic food from Geordanes in 
Irvington will be available.
   The Croton River, which empties 
into the Hudson River about a half-
mile past the Manor House on the 
Van Cortlandt estate, was used 
in the 18th century as a dynamic 
water source, powering gristmills 
and sawmills. The Van Cortlandt 
family kept its boats moored just 
beyond their icehouse, enabling the 
transportation of people and goods 
down the Hudson River. Today, 
the Hudson River still carries great 
cargo ships to and from New York 
City and other stops along the way, 
but both rivers are also abundantly 
used for fishing and boating 
throughout the spring, summer and 
fall.  
   Admission to River Day at Van 
Cortlandt Manor is $12 for adults; 
$10 for seniors; $6 for children 5-
17; and free for children under 5 
and HHV members. Van Cortlandt 
Manor, a Historic Hudson Valley 
site, is at 525 South Riverside 
Avenue (off Route 9) in Croton-on-
Hudson. For information: 914-271-
8981, www.hudsonvalley.org.
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APARTMENT FOR RENT
LINCOLN PARK AREA – MCLEAN AVENUE

YONKERS, NY
  

Large Studio in Co Op Building
 Separate Kitchen – Spacious Closets

Elevator
New Bathroom Fixtures

Hardwood Floors
Walk to Transportation and Stores

Parking on premises
New Washers and Dryers on premises

 
References and Credit Check Required

 
$800 PER MONTH

Heat & Hot Water Included
 

By Owner
914-969-7809
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NYS Senate Extends
IDA Legislation

Assembly were unable to reach 
an agreement on comprehensive 
reform legislation.  The 7-month 
extension essentially buys time 
for the two houses to come to an 
agreement on reform before the 
2008 legislative session begins.
   “For the last three years, we 
have worked to make IDAs and 
the businesses they subsidize more 
accountable to the job targets they 
set and to put in place standards for 
the kinds of jobs they’re creating 
with our tax dollars,” said Adrianne 
Shropshire, Executive Director of 
New York Jobs with Justice.  “The 
Assembly passed reform legislation 
in both 2006 and 2007 that would 
ensure IDAs meet our communities’ 
economic development needs, but 
the Senate has failed to act.”
   The provisions that were re-
enacted yesterday when the Senate 
took up the Assembly’s 7-month 
extender had been previously 
extended for a one year period in 
both 2005 and 2006.  Assembly 
Member Hoyt, Chair of the Local 
Governments Committee, hopes 
to encourage his colleagues in the 
Senate to work through the summer 
and fall to reach an agreement that 
can be voted on when both houses 
return for the regular session in 
2008.
   “If IDAs are working properly 
they should be engines for economic 
expansion and career-building 
business growth.  Our hope is that 

this seven month window will be 
enough time to reach an agreement 
on how to make IDAs more 
accountable and effective,” said 
Assembly Member Hoyt.
   The comprehensive reform bill 
(A8703) introduced by Assembly 
Member Hoyt and passed by the 
Assembly in June would establish 
accountability measures and 
transparency reforms to improve 
how IDAs work and set a standard 
for the businesses that the IDAs 
assist with tax breaks and low-
interest bonding.  The legislation 
passed by the Assembly was 
reflective of a 9-point reform plan 
introduced by a statewide coalition 
of community, labor, environmental 
and other advocacy groups as well 
as many local IDA board members.
   The 9-point reform plan is 
summarized in a report released by 
New York Jobs with Justice in May, 
“Getting Our Money’s Worth:  The 
Case for IDA Reform in New York 
State.”  The report also provides 
an analysis of IDAs’ performance 
statewide based on data submitted to 
the NYS Comptroller in 2005.  The 
analysis finds that IDAs provided 
$385 million in tax exemptions in 
2005, resulting in a net loss of $266 
million in property tax revenues to 
local governments.  62 of the state’s 
IDAs subsidized businesses that 
actually cut jobs and nearly 1 in 5 
IDAs (19%) did not provide any job 
creation data to the Comptroller as 
required by New York state law.

   Westchester Library System’s 2007 
Summer Reading Program inspires 
children and teens to explore the 
wide world of books. This summer’s 
themes, Get a Clue @ Your Library 
and YNK–You Never Know @ Your 
Library, encourage youngsters 
to become detectives and solve 
the mystery of what’s fun to read. 
According to the Kids and Family 
Reading Report of 2006, kids say 
the number one reason why they 
do not read more is because they 
cannot find books they like. To help 
solve this problem, Westchester 
Library System is also offering 
lists of books with over 150 titles 
for children and teens, hand-picked 
by Westchester Librarians from the 
38 member libraries. To get a copy 
of these lists, please visit your local 
library where you can also find lots 
of activities and fun ideas, or log 
onto www.westchesterlibraries.org
   “Libraries provide a free and open 
environment for thinking, dreaming 
and exploring. At the library, 
you’ll find a slew of new books 
and tried and true books to check 
out. For young readers, who are 
looking to expand their horizons, 
our Youth Services librarians have 
compiled booklists for children of 
all age groups to help them select 
appropriate reading materials,” 
said Siobhan A. Reardon, Director, 
Westchester Library System. 
   During the summer, visits to 
the local library become even 
more important than throughout 
the school year. Studies show that 
children who read over the summer 
perform better in the classroom 
when school resumes in the fall. A 
study of sixth and seventh graders 
found that the number of books read 
during the summer is consistently 
related to academic gains.
Books for Children
   Books to Share: Outstanding 
Children’s Books, a list of the best 
books, is designed to give parents 
and children help when choosing 

2007 Summer Reading Program in Full Swing 
Booklists for Children and Teens Provide Clues about What to Read

books appropriate to the grade levels. 
Highlights of this distinguished list 
will help young readers get a clue 
about everything from animals to 
baseball to traveling the world.
Gone Wild: An Endangered Animal 
Alphabet, a 2007 Caldecott Honor 
winner, written and illustrated by 
David McLimans (Picture book 
for young children), will delight 
children with striking portrayals 
of rare and endangered animals, 
raising awareness and concern 
while teaching ABCs through 
graphics. Jackie’s Bat, written by 
Marybeth Lorbiecki and illustrated 
by Brian Pinkney (Picture book 
for ages 8 & up), tells an inspiring 
story of Jackie Robinson and the 
Brooklyn Dodgers, seen through 
the admiring eyes of young batboy, 
Joey. Jackie’s great talent and 
his graciousness in the face of 
insults helps Joey overcome his 
father’s racial prejudices. Flotsam, 
written and illustrated by David 
Wiesner (Picture book for ages 8 
& up), a 2007 Caldecott Medal 
Winner, follows a boy who finds an 
underwater camera washed up on 
the beach. What seems like a piece 
of barnacle-encrusted beach trash, 
has an amazing roll of film inside–
which reveals a fantastical world of 
wondrous undersea surprises.
Judy Moody: Around the World 
in 8 ½ Days, written by Megan 
McDonald and illustrated by Peter 
H. Reynolds (Ages 6-9), is an 
amusing story of competition. When 
Judy befriends a new student, Amy 
Namey, she unwittingly upsets her 
classmates and old best friends. In 
Aggie and Ben, written by Lori Ries 
and illustrated by Frank W. Dormer 
(Ages 6-9), Ben’s dad lets him 
choose any pet he wishes and after 
careful consideration, and much 
imaginative speculation, he chooses 
Aggie! The three stories tell of how 
Ben learns about owning a pet and 
the differences between pets and 
boys. 

In Punished!, by David Lubar (Ages 
9-12), a mysterious encounter with 
an elderly gentleman in the library 
forces Logan to go on a desperate 
search for puns, oxymorons, 
anagrams and palindromes. The 
Case of the Missing Marquess: 
an Enola Holmes Mystery, by 
Nancy Springer (Ages 9-12), tells 
the story of Sherlock Holmes’ 14-
year-old sister as she searches for 
her missing mother in London and 
becomes embroiled in the mystery 
of a young kidnapped Marquess. 
Endymion Spring, by Matthew 
Skelton (Ages 13 & up), is set in 
the depths of the Bodleian Library 
at St. James’ College at Oxford, 
where an American teenage boy 
discovers a strange wordless book. 

Is this the one printed by a devil 
named Edynion Spring in 1452? Is 
it “the most legendary sought after 
book in the world?”
Sky Boys: How They Built the 
Empire State Building, written by 
Deborah Hopkinson and illustrated 
by James Ransome (Nonfiction), 
tells the Depression era story of the 
building of this historic structure 
through a young boy’s perspective. 
Celebrate! Connections Among 
Cultures, by Jan Reynolds 
(Nonfiction), is a photo essay of 
cross-cultural similarities between 
groups of people such as the 
Tibetans, Aborigines and Inuits that 
promotes connections in children. 
To Dance: A Memoir, by Sienna 
Cjerson Siegel (Biography), is a 

graphic novel in which the author 
describes her ballet training, from 
her first class in Puerto Rico to 
performing with the New York 
City Ballet, and her ultimate 
decision to give up dancing ballet. 
This biography is a delightful and 
inspiring story by a Westchester 
author. 
Books for Teens
Westchester’s Choice: Books 
for Teens, selected by the Teen 
Librarians of Westchester, has 
a large selection that allows 
students in grades 6-12 to become 
summertime sleuths in pursuit of 
escaping to unknown worlds.

Kings of the Creeps, by Steven 
Banks, is a fun, light page-turner set 
in the early 1960s. Tom, a nerdy-
looking boy, realizes he bears a 
resemblance to the folk singers that 
girls are going crazy over and decides 
he is a guitar away from having a 
girlfriend. The Looking Glass Wars, 
by Frank Beddor, tells a dark twist 
on “Alice in Wonderland,” in which 
Alice Liddell is an exiled heiress 
in a different dimension where her 
cruel aunt has taken control of the 
kingdom. Born to Rock, by Gordon 
Korman, is a funny and intriguing 
story about a super-conservative 
teen who finds out that his biological 
dad may be the most notorious punk 
rocker ever. He then goes on a quest 
to find his biological dad – with 
unexpected results.
Side Effects, by Amy Goldman 
Koss, is a story told with realism 
and warmth about a 14-year-
old girl named Isabella who is 
diagnosed with late stage Hodgkin’s 
lymphoma. Lulu Dark and the 
Summer of the Fox, by Bennett 
Madison, is a mad-cap teenage 
mystery adventure featuring Lulu 
Dark, girl detective. When her 
“Important Summer Plans” are 
disrupted, Lulu goes into action to 
solve this new mystery. Kiki Strike: 
Inside Shadow City, by Kirsten 

Miller, tells the life-changing story 
of 12-year-old Ananka Fishebein 
who fell into a sinkhole across 
the street from her New York 
City apartment. There, she meets 
a mysterious girl called Kiki 
Strike, and discovers a secret city 
beneath the streets of Manhattan. 
Spirit Walker, by Michelle Paver, 
is the second installment of the 
“Chronicles of Ancient Darkness” 
series that follows friends Wolf, 
Renn and Torak’s race against 
time to find a cure for a mysterious 
disease decimating all the forest’s 
clans.
King Dork, by Frank Portman, is 
about Tom, a brilliant 14-year-old 
misfit, who seeks solace in his music 
and is on a quest to understand his 
mysterious deceased father. A Brief 
Chapter in My Impossible Life, 
by Diane Reinhardt, is a powerful 
coming of age story about 16-year-
old Simone, who knew she was 
adopted but is very happy with her 
life until her Birth Mother, Rivka, 
suddenly wants to meet her. Goy 
Crazy, by Melissa Schorr, follows 
Rachel Lowensten who has all the 
problems of a typical 15-year-old 
girl: socially-driven friends, boy 
trouble and bad hair days. Fed up, 
she vows her sophomore year will 
be different. First rule: break the 
rules, especially the one about not 
dating “goyim.” The Book Thief, by 
Markus Zuzak, a 2007 Printz Honor 
Book, tells the story of Liesel, a 
young German girl during WWII 
who finds the courage to survive in 
the books she steals and the people 
who surround her. It is a powerful 
and devastating story about the 
remarkable courage of ordinary 
people. 

For more clues about books 
to read, the complete lists can 
be found at WLS’s 38 member 

libraries or on the web at
 www.westchesterlibraries.org. 

Trial lawyers did not like them - 
they were concerned it could affect 
the way their clients were treated. 
Some witnesses and jurors prefer 
the relative anonymity that comes 
from avoiding the TV camera. Some 
judges were concerned as well. 
   As a non-lawyer, non-judge, non-
juror, non-witness, non-defendant, I 
think cameras are important in the 
courtroom, under strict guidelines, 
to provide an insight into how the 
judicial system works in the real 
world, not in the reel world of Law 
& Order or any of the other crime/
law dramas. Everyday people have 
little to no exposure to the system, 

Candid Cameras: 
Why We Need Cameras in New York Courtrooms

and develop some opinions of what 
happens based on the handful of 
worst-case scenarios: the Anna 
Nicole Smith case judge who 
carried on while on the bench; the 
remembrances of the O.J. Simpson 
trial, or the William Kennedy Smith 
trial that introduced us to the “Blue 
Dot” that covered the main witness’ 
face. In these few high-profile cases, 
the courtroom can become a three-
ring circus. The press coverage will 
be there for such cases regardless; 
the cameras offer the opportunity to 
show what actually occurs inside the 
courtroom - oftentimes, much less 
incendiary that the second-hand and 
third-hand descriptions that follow 
the actual trial day in the corridors 

From Page 1 and on the steps of the Courthouse. 
   While it is an imperfect analogy, 
I had the opportunity to bring 
cameras into the Westchester 
County Board of Legislators for the 
first time in the summer of 1998 to 
televise meetings gavel-to-gavel. 
Beforehand, some were concerned 
that legislators showboating, 
behaving inappropriately, would 
give a negative impression of the 
institution. In actual experience, 
televised meetings made the 
humdrum reality of legislative 
meetings seem less exciting; people 
did less, not more showboating. 
They knew they were being watched, 
and they performed with greater 
sobriety and poise than expected. 

While I hear the claims that judges 
and lawyers will play to the camera 
if the camera is in the courtroom, 
I don’t think the percentage will 
rise or drop any more than normal 
over time. The few who act up 
will be seen by many people, and 
I doubt the court administration 
will long tolerate unprofessional 
behavior from any source. 
   In this case, it isn’t Big Brother 
- one all-seeing government eye - 
that will be watching; it will be We 
the People, with all of our opinions 
and prejudices, taking stock of the 
third branch of government, the 
judiciary and the judicial system. It 
would be a candid - and welcomed 
- look for us all.

THE BRONX, NY and 
WESTCHESTER, NY -- Senator 
Jeff Klein (D-Westchester/Bronx), 
Senator Andrea Stewart-Cousins 
(D-Yonkers), and Senator Suzi 
Oppenheimer (D-Mamaroneck) 
announced that Westchester County 
will receive $1,959,248 as part of 
Operation IMPACT, a statewide 
initiative to reduce violent crime.  
The funding comes from a pool 
included in the State Budget for 
Operation IMPACT, an effort to 
bolster crime-prevention operations 
in the 17 counties outside New 
York City plagued with more than 
80% of statewide crime, excluding 
the city. Total funding for Operation 
IMPACT will increase from $14.9 
million to $17 million. 
   “We in the state legislature 
understand that local municipalities 
need all the help they can get. That’s 
why I fought successfully for a civil 
confinement law to keep violent 

Westchester Democratic Delegation
Announces Funding Increases

for Crime Prevention Initiatives
County Receives $1,959,248

offenders off our streets and wrote 
legislation to strengthen penalties 
for repeat offenders by creating the 
criminal category of Aggravated 
Assault.” 
   “Violent crime is clearly a statewide 
problem,” Klein added. “Operation 
IMPACT targets resources where 
they’re needed most and gives local 
townships discretion over how the 
money is spent.”  
   “As elected officials, we are 
responsible for providing police 
departments and prosecutors 
with the tools they need to keep 
our families and children safe. 
I’m pleased that the Westchester 
delegation was able to deliver 
additional IMPACT funding to the 
county this year. Although crime 
is down statewide, these additional 
resources will enable our law 
enforcement agencies to continue to 
develop and implement innovative 
crime reduction strategies in our 

communities,” noted Senator 
Stewart-Cousins. 
According to statistics provided 
by the Governor’s office, crime in 
counties where Operation IMPACT 
has been implemented is down by 
5%. 
   “This funding is an important 
tool for our local municipalities 
and county in fighting crime in 
Westchester” said Senator Suzi 
Oppenheimer. 
   Operation IMPACT dollars 
can be used for such purposes 
as personnel, equipment and 
technological improvements, 
provided that funding is applied 
toward crime-reduction goals. The 
state’s Division of Criminal Justice 
Services (DCJS) also coordinates 
with local IMPACT sites to assess 
program effectiveness and develop 
strategies for improvement. 
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44 Franklin Ave  •  Pearl River, NY  •  845-735-7900

NANUET    $529,900
Come see this 3br,2ba home fea-
tures many fine upgrades thru-out.
Prof lndscping done, lots of park-
ing, All this w/Clarkstown schools!
Dir: From Rt. 59, Middletown Rd.
No. after Rinne, lft into #317 drive-
way, house in back #313

Gail Georgetti
Assoc. Broker

SUN OPEN HOUSE 1-4 PM

JUST
LISTED!

BARDONIA              $509,000
Great Split Level 3-5br home!
Huge Fam. Rm. House exterior
just painted, new wndws, roof,
gutters, newer  flashing, C/A.
Deck overlooks beaut. yard
w/playhse, storage shed. 

SUN OPEN HOUSE 1-4 PM PEARL RIVER $679,000
Legal 2 Family, side by side
Duplex. All redone, new kit, bath,
H/W flrs, windows & siding. Live
on 1 side, rent other to help cover
your costs! Dir:Middletown Rd.
So., R-@ lite, Crooked Hill Rd., R-
Margagret Keahon Dr. #43

Rentals Nanuet 1br w/util, gorg! $1350  Nanuet, full house.$2350  Pearl River 1br w/most util.$1050 

Adriana Arlia
Lic. R/E Salesperson

Mary Screene
Lic. R/E Salesperson

JUST
LISTED!JUST

LISTED!

Orangeburg....$599,000 5BR, 3bath Split Level!  Lots of closets, C/A, hardwood floors, 2 family rooms, lots of space,
gorg. ingrnd. pool & yard. Move right in! 
Blauvelt....$565,000 Impressive 4BR, 3ba Raised Ranch on almost 1/2ac. w/2 car garage, updated baths, H/W flrs.
Possible In-Law suite w/ lrg.BR & full bath. Lovely home! 
New City....$519,000 Looking for privacy in an affordable price range? This “Sprawling Ranch” is  for you! Sits on almost
1/2ac. Features an addition which includes a 12x20 kit. Lrg. FDR, fin bsmt, 2 c gar, C/A & much more. Call for details! 

Orangeburg....$594,900 Wonderful updated 3BR. Colonial.  Gorg.park like property, perfect for family gatherings or a pool!
Features:new C/A, central heating sys. roof, electrical sys., energy eff. wndws, newer siding, make this home a great value! 
Nanuet....$224,900 “Great Alternative To Renting!” First floor 1BR, possible 2BR Condo with in-unit  washer/dryer.
Has FDR, fireplace, decorate your way & enjoy! 

West Nyack....$599,000 4BR, 3B home has the WOW factor! Master craftsmanship w.top of the line everything, A Must See! 

Valley Cottage....$239,000 Lovely 1BR unit, MBR is very spac, w/ walk in closet, Washer/Dryer in unit! 

PEARL RIVER       $699,999
Exceptional expanded 4br Col.
is move in ready! Lrg. Br’s, MBR
has Cath Ceil, skylite, WIC. Prof.
lndspng w/2 tiered custom
deck. This has all the bells &
whistles! Dir: Orangeburg Rd to
Lois to Montgomery #17 on lft.BRAND NEW

TO THE MARKET

SUN OPEN HOUSE 1-4 PM

Greg Peterkin
Owner/Broker

Mary Fitzgerald
Owner/Broker

www.PeteFitz.com for 24/7 access
“NYS Licensed Resident Appraisers on Staff”

The
Dream Team
Log onto...

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- 
Congressman Eliot Engel introduced 
legislation July 19, 2007, to fund a 
more effective communications 
ability among first responders, 
allowing them to communicate with 
each other during an emergency. He 
said that the painful lessons of 9/11, 
when emergency responders were 
unable to radio each other, and 
which cost some of them their lives, 
inspired him to act.
   The Public Safety Interoperability 
Implementation Act, which he 
introduced with Reps. Bart Stupak 
(D-MI) and Vito Fossella (R-
NY), would establish a continuing 
revenue stream to be funded from 
the sale of government-owned 
broadcast spectrum.
   Wednesday’s announcement by 
the Departments of Commerce 
and Homeland Security, allocating 
$968 million in grants to help state 
and local first responders improve 
public safety communications 
during disasters resulted from an 
amendment introduced by Rep. 
Engel, and several others, and 

Engel Legislation Would Fund First 
Responder Communications

passed in 2005. 
   But of the $968 million, only $61 
million would come to New York 
State, said Rep. Engel, in noting 
that Rockland County was spending 
almost half that amount, $30 million 
of its own money, on a program to 
establish interoperability there.
   “While I am pleased that the 
Departments of Commerce 
and Homeland Security are 
administering the $1 billion that I 
set aside last year,” he said, “what 
was done yesterday in not nearly 
enough, especially for New York. 
My legislation would create a 
continuing funding stream from the 
auction of the broadcast spectrum 
which is expected to bring billions 
of dollars to the government.”
   Interoperability would create a 
system to enhance the ability of 
different agencies to communicate 
with each other by voice, data, and/
or video signals.  
   In the late 1990s the federal 
government and the television 
industry began a transition to a more 
efficient digital format that uses less 

spectrum (or frequencies). This will 
open up those analog frequencies 
for other uses, such as public safety 
and enhanced wireless services.  
The remaining opened spectrum 
will be auctioned off as private 
licenses.
   The Engel-Stupak-Fossella 
bill, introduced today, would 
authorize grants to implement 
interoperability and modernization 
for the communications needs 
of public safety, fire, emergency, 
law enforcement, and crisis 
management by State and local 
government agencies.
   Rep. Engel said, “We learned 
on 9/11, that all across America, 
emergency responders were unable 
to communicate with other because 
they were using different radio 
frequencies. I have been introducing 
legislation, including today’s, to 
enable emergency personnel to 
establish communications that will 
allow them to work together more 
effectively.”

 WHITE PLAINS, NY -- A more 
in-depth data review has only 
reinforced County Executive 
Andy Spano’s stance that the 
Federal Aviation Administration’s 
proposed rerouting of planes would 
negatively affect hundreds of 
thousands of Westchester residents. 
In fact - he has now concluded - the 
situation would be even worse than 
anticipated.
    The analysis of the “voluminous 
and belatedly received data” 
provided by the FAA makes it clear 
that there would be noise impacts 
on many Westchester communities 
– among them parts of Yonkers, 
Hawthorne, Thornwood, Peekskill, 
North Salem, Pound Ridge and 
Chappaqua, Spano said. Other 
communities would also see their 
noise levels change.
   These conclusions are drawn from 
the county’s analysis of a Noise 
Mitigation Report supplied by the 
FAA. CEO Andy Spano submitted 
a detailed report on the proposed 
airspace redesign -- prepared by 
the county’s noise consultant -- to 
the FAA this week. In an attached 
letter, he indicated that the project 
would adversely affect Westchester 
and asked that the FAA repair its 
“far from adequate” procedures by 
holding a meeting to involve the 
public. 
   “The FAA would like us to believe 
that its proposal for handling air 
traffic would have little if any affect 
on the communities involved, but 
as we can clearly see from the 
data, that is simply not true,” he 
said. “This new flight plan would 
have unacceptable impacts on 
Westchester. We have taken many 
steps over the past eight years 
to mitigate aircraft noise and 
this proposal would only take us 
backward.”
   Under the new scenario, despite 
the FAA’s calculations, people 
who never worried about aircraft 
noise will find it’s become an issue. 
Besides writing a letter to Steve 
Kelley, the program manager for 
the FAA’s airspace redesign, Spano 
has reached out to Westchester’s 
federal delegation and gotten their 
support.
   The FAA says its alternative way 
of handling air traffic around New 
York, New Jersey and Philadelphia 
would help the industry handle the 
growing number of flights while 
reducing air delays and making 
air travel more reliable. The FAA’s 
so called ‘mitigated preferred 
alternative’ for the New York/New 
Jersey/Philadelphia Metropolitan 
Area Airspace Redesign -- one 
of a number of proposals studied 
-- would combine high-altitude 

FAA Proposal Would 
Affect Noise Levels 
Throughout County

CEO Andy Spano 
Sends Strong Letter 
Opposing the Plan

and low-altitude airspace to 
create more efficient arrival and 
departure routes, it has said. The 
FAA claims the proposal would 
save an estimated 12 million 
minutes of delay annually for the 
four major metropolitan airports 
— Kennedy, LaGuardia, Newark 
and Philadelphia.
   The County has already submitted 
comments objecting to the FAA’s 
proposal on two separate occasions, 
most recently in May. However, 
those reports were incomplete 
because the detail data needed to 
fully understand and comment 
upon the noise impacts was only 
provided by the FAA two days 
before the early May deadline. 
   “We can’t design airspace but 
we could have worked with them 
to find a better solution,” CEO 
Andy Spano said. “They need to 
use more sophisticated techniques 
and take more time to consider the 
impacts.”
   A June 22, 2007 memorandum 
by the county’s consultant, Harris 
Miller Miller & Hanson, Inc., 
summarizes its review of the 
additional draft environmental 
impact statement (DEIS)-related 
documentation, including the 
belatedly received detailed data. 
According to that memorandum, the 
FAA’s most recent proposal reduces 
noise exposure to some areas of the 
county compared to the previous 
“unmitigated preferred alternative,” 
but there is still increased noise in 
some areas of the county.
   The County’s consultant believes 
that the analysis provided in its 
most recent report, together with 
the other issues raised by its review, 
justify a request that the FAA 
provide further documentation and 
conduct additional analysis of the 
proposed action. 
   CEO Andy Spano, who has 
consistently objected to the airspace 
redesign, has asked the FAA to 
release all the information regarding 
noise impacts and wants the agency 
to prepare a supplemental DEIS that 
addresses and clarifies all relevant 
issues – something the agency 
has said it will not do. He has 
also asked that his request for the 
comment period to be extended be 
included in the record, and said that 
because of the new data, the FAA 
should hold a public meeting where 
residents would have a chance to 
make comments.
   The agency expects to publish 
the final Environmental Impact 
Statement sometime this summer 
and decide how to proceed with the 
airspace redesign project, in late 
summer 2007. 

 WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Senator 
Clinton submitted companion 
legislation to a bill to be sponsored in 
the U.S. House by Congresswoman 
Nita Lowey (D-Westchester/
Rockland) and Congressman John 
Hall (D-Hudson Valley), that would 
steer fines levied by the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission for safety 
violations to counties surrounding 
nuclear facilities in order to assist 
them with emergency planning.    
   “Using the Entergy fine to 
improve emergency preparedness at 
the county level makes sense. The 
litany of recent problems at Indian 
Point has not only eroded public 
confidence, it has placed an added 
burden on the local community. 
The repeated failures of emergency 
sirens, leaks of contaminated 
water and Entergy’s failure to 
meet its April deadline to have an 

WHITE PLAINS, NY – 
Congresswoman Nita Lowey 
( D - We s t c h e s t e r / R o c k l a n d ) , 
Congressman John Hall (D-Hudson 
Valley), Westchester County 
Executive Andrew Spano, and 
Westchester County Department of 
Emergency Services Commissioner 
Tony Sutton last week held a press 
conference to highlight continued 
safety and structural failings at the 
Indian Point Nuclear Facility.
   Congresswoman Lowey and 
Congressman Hall announced 
legislation that would require the 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
(NRC) to distribute funds collected 
as fines for safety violations to 
counties surrounding nuclear 
facilities, which are charged with 
maintaining radiological emergency 
plans.  Currently, all fines paid to the 
NRC, as with any federal agency, 
are deposited directly into the 
U.S. Treasury.  Senator Clinton is 
introducing companion legislation 
in the Senate.
   “I believe that Indian Point 
represents an unacceptable threat 
to our region and should be shut 
down,” Lowey said.  “However, 
as it remains operational, the 
surrounding counties should not be 
forced to bear such great financial 
burdens in preparing for an 
emergency situation involving the 
plants, especially given Entergy’s 
repeated safety and security failures.  

If Entergy cannot get a simple siren 
system to work, it raises obvious 
questions about the overall safety 
at the facility.  As their inaction on 
installing the siren system continues 
to put our community at risk, it 
makes sense that the fines for these 
penalties be used to help protect our 
communities.”
   “The counties surrounding Indian 
Point have been saddled with 
the almost impossible burden of 
maintaining a workable emergency 
response plan for the plant,” Hall 
said.  
   “The plant’s location in the New 
York metro area, and compromised 
safety record, have placed extra 
pressure on these counties to make 
sure that local residents are notified 
in the event of a serious safety 
incident.  These plans are supported 
at local taxpayer expense, and 
the fact that Indian Point’s siren 
and warning systems still cannot 
be considered reliable puts even 
more strain on local budgets.  The 
legislation we are proposing today 
would restore some fundamental 
fairness to this system by making 
sure that if Entergy is fined for a 
safety violation, the proceeds of 
that fine will be used to lighten the 
load on local taxpayers and help 
make sure that county governments 
can be prepared.”
   “We wholeheartedly appreciate 
and support Rep. Lowey and 

our entire federal delegation for 
introducing this legislation,” said 
County Executive Spano.  “It is 
only fair that any future fines levied 
against Entergy be directed to 
the counties who expend far more 
in emergency planning than they 
receive.  Westchester, for example, 
has received $412,500 each year for 
the past ten years, while spending 
roughly ten times that amount 
since September 11th.  To put this 
in perspective, the $130,000 fine 
previously levied, and given to the 
government is miniscule in terms of 
importance to the federal treasury, 
while to Westchester, it would have 
been used to relieve some of the 
burden Indian Point places on our 
taxpayers.”
   Congressman Eliot Engel said, 
“Using the money from fines 
on Entergy is a just solution to 
the company’s endangering its 
neighbors. Indian Point should 
be shut down, but until we can 
make that happen, let us use this 
money to help the surrounding 
communities”.
   In May of this year,  
Congresswoman Lowey and 
Senator Clinton sent a letter to the 
NRC backing a call by Westchester 
County to have the NRC dedicate 
the siren fine levied against Entergy 
Nuclear Northeast for emergency 
planning in the areas surrounding 
Indian Point.

Lowey, Hall, and Spano Highlight 
Critical Failings at the  

Indian Point Nuclear Facility
Lowey and Hall Announce Legislation Requiring Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission to Dedicate Entergy Fines for Area Emergency Planning

Clinton to Sponsor Senate Bill Steering 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission Fines 

to Local Emergency Planning 

Will Sponsor Senate Version of Legislation Announced Last Week yy 
Representatives Lowey and Hall

operational siren system in place 
are simply unacceptable. At the 
same time, counties bear the burden 
of preparing for and responding 
to emergencies at the plant, and 
this legislation would enable them 
to use the fines to improve their 
emergency preparedness plans 

and help ensure the safety of local 
residents,” Senator Clinton said.
    In May, Senator Clinton and 
Congresswoman Lowey backed 
a call by Westchester County 
to have the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC) redirect the 
siren fine levied against Entergy 
Nuclear Northeast for emergency 
planning in the areas surrounding 
Indian Point. In a letter to Regional 
Administrator Samuel J. Collins, 
Clinton and Lowey expressed 
support for the county’s request 
that the fine be directed towards 
the four counties responsible 
for maintaining radiological 
emergency preparedness plans for 
the Indian Point Energy Center. 
(See - http://clinton.senate.
gov/news/s ta tements /deta i ls .
cfm?id=274453&&)
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July 31:
Vintage Bar • White Plains, NY • 7:15pm

• Men and Women ages 33-47
August 14:

Olde Stone Mill • Tuckahoe, NY • 7:15pm
• Men and Women ages 35-49

August 28:
Vintage Bar • White Plains, NY • 7:15pm

• Men and Women ages 33-47

In Memoriam
Gina Cariello died on Wednesday, 
July 11, 2007 at age 51. Beloved 
daughter of Felix and Mary 
(Bonanno) Cariello. Devoted sister 
of Georgia (Jackie) Cohen and Felix 
(Pamela) Cariello Jr. Loving aunt to 
six nieces and one nephew. She is 
also survived by five grandnieces 
and nephews. Funeral Services were 
followed  by Interment at Oakland 
Cemetery. WHALEN & BALL 168 
Park Ave., Yonkers 914-965-5488 
www.whalenandballfh.com 
  
James P. Egan III (Jamie), of 
Yonkers, died on Tuesday, July 
17, 2007 at age 32. Born on April 
18, 1975 to James P. and Hedy 
(Pleszak) in Yonkers, where he was 
raised and attended Gorton H.S. and 
Westchester Community College. 
Jamie worked in construction with 
various companies in Westchester. 
He was a Parishioner of Christ The 
King Church, played sports with 
the North Yonkers Boys Club, a 
member of the Yonkers Softball 

League (former champions with 
C.P.). He also played with the 
Yonkers Men’s Basketball League 
at Gorton, he was an avid New York 
fan with the Jets, Mets and Knicks. 
A devoted son, loving brother, who 
was very much loved by family, 
friends (Kinsley Park) and will 
be greatly missed by those who 
touched his life. Jamie is survived 
by his parents, James and Hedy 
Egan of Yonkers; his three brothers, 
Kevin and his wife, Marie Ann; Ken 
and Eric Egan. He is also survived 
by his aunt, Theresa Federico, Ann 
Egan and his uncles, Harry, Pete and 
Gil and his maternal grandmother, 
Stefania (Stella) Pleszak and was 
predeceased by grandparents, James 
and Lillian (Cronin) Egan and 
Edward Pleszak. Mass of Christian 
Burial in Christ The King Church; 
Interment at St. Mary’s Cemetery. 
WHALEN & BALL F.H. 168 Park 
Ave., Yonkers (914)965-548
8 www.whalenandballfh.com 

Thomas R. Lloyd (Tommy) of 
Yonkers died on Friday, July 13, 
2007 at age 54. Born on March 
5, 1953 to Thomas and Winora 
(Maston) in Yonkers where he 
was raised and attended local 
schools. Mr. Lloyd was a Pump 
Station Operator for Westchester 
County Department of Water at the 
Tarrytown Pump House for over 
16 years. Thomas is survived by 
his brother Kenneth of No. Haven, 
CT, and four sisters, Alice Racca 
of Yonkers, Wendy Tacij of No. 
Ft. Meyers, FL, Pamela Corcoran 
and Delleen Lloyd both of Saucier, 
Miss. He is also survived by several 
nieces/nephews and grandnieces/
nephews. Funeral Services were 
officiated by Rev. David Lothrop; 
Interment at St. Mary’s Cemetery. 
Donations may be made to your 
favorite charity in Tommy’s 
memory. WHALEN & BALL 168 
Park Ave., Yonkers 914-965-5488 
www.whalenandballfh.com 

• $225,000 for emergency department 
expansions at White Plains Hospital;  
• $225,000 for education and 
teacher development programs 
in the Port Chester-Rye 
Union Free School District;  
• $225,000 for educational 
programming at the 
Jacob Burns Film Center;  
• $225,000 for emergency 
department expansions at 
Lawrence Hospital Center;  
• $225,000 for family literacy 
programs in the Tarrytown 
Union Free School District;  
• $200,000 for a program to address 
the a shortage of high-school 
science and math teachers at SUNY 
Purchase College;
• $225,000 for school-day 
and afterschool activities 
at Philipsburg Manor; and  
• $225,000 for afterschool programs 
in the New Rochelle School 
District. 
   “These federal dollars will help 
relieve the financial burdens on 
our local governments so they 
can focus on providing essential 
services.  I will continue working 
with our schools, municipal leaders 
and community organizations to 

make our area an even better place 
to live and work,” Lowey closed.
   The bill also provides increases 
over FY07 levels for health and 
education initiatives critical 
to working families across the 
country.  
   Among its provisions, the bill 
provides:
• $3.3 billion more for 
student financial aid;  
• $1 billion more for medical 
research into diseases such as 
cancer, diabetes, Alzheimer’s, 
and Parkinson’s at the National 
Institutes of Health; 
• $880 million more for Low 
Income Home Energy Assistance;  
• $125 million more for 
afterschool programs; and  
• $1.3 billion more for the 
Health Resources and Services 
Administration, the primary 
federal agency responsible for 
improving health care access.
   The House of Representatives 
is expected to pass the bill 
tonight.  The Senate is expected 
to consider its version of the FY08 
LHHS Appropriations bill later 
this month.  Lowey said she will 
fight to preserve these funds in the 
final bill that will be sent to the 
President.

Lowey Secures  
$2 Million+ for Local 

Initiatives
From Page 1

will be directly related to whether 
service can be provided aerially vs. 
requiring underground trenching.  
Verizon did install boxes for service 
several years ago in some village 
locations, which will expedite 
service.  In essence, the easiest 
connections will take place first.  
   Verizon must receive permission 
from all co-op and condo boards 
before offering service to any 
individual customer in a multi-
unit dwelling so they anticipate 
this being a slightly longer process 
than contracting with individual 
homeowners.
   After the agreement is ratified 
with Verizon, Villagers will have 
a choice in cable service in the 
village which we hope will provide 
Bronxville consumers with more 
options, better service and more 
competitive rates.
   Our contract officially expired 
with Cablevision, our other cable 

Mayor’s Column
 

Mary C. Marvin, 
Mayor of the Village of Bronxville

provider, in July of 2005 and we have 
not been successful in bringing them 
to the table for serious negotiations 
for many months.  We are hopeful 
that the Verizon agreement will 
jump start their desire to duplicate 
the favorable terms received from 
Verizon.
    The public hearing process for 
the proposed Verizon franchise 
agreement has now closed.  The 
next step will be a vote by the Board 
of Trustees.  That will be followed 
by a review of our agreement with 
the New York State Public Service 
Commission (PSC).  Once PSC 
approval is granted, Verizon will be 
ready to bring this new service into 
the homes of our residents.
   The Trustees goal is to negotiate 
two very competitive agreements 
for the Village and then let the 
market place dictate customer 
preference.  We will update you as 
the process goes forward.

From Page 1

unspent WestHELP rentals “was not 
added to fund balance totals” and 
that the “amount that currently has 
this “flexibility” is $1,448,349.11,” 
I did two things.
   First, I wrote a letter disclosing 
that Mr. Sheehan’s letter was not 
correct because all the WestHELP 
funds were recorded on the town’s 
books and were added to the town’s 
fund balance.  The $1,448,349.11 
was the amount unspent from the 
WestHELP rents.  The bulk of 
these unspent funds had been held 
for disbursement to the Valhalla 
School District and the Fairview 
Fire District as planned under 
the grant contracts that had been 
approved by the Town Board, but 
were not disbursed  when the State 
Comptroller recently said that this 
was not legal.  The balance of 
these unspent funds were originally 
planned for the civic associations 
and held for neighborhood 
purposes.  I had urged that all 
unspent WestHELP funds be placed 
in the town-wide budget as required 
by law.
   Second, I asked the Town 
Comptroller to provide a detailed 
accounting for the Town Board of 
every penny that was received from 
WestHELP and where it was spent. 
Today I received the Comptroller’s 
memo containing the accounting. I 
am sending it to the Town Board, 
and I am posting it at the end of 
this letter. It lists every check that 
has been received and when it was 
deposited. It lists every expenditure 
that has been made from these 
funds. It shows the balance, which 
is exactly as previously reported. 
Put another way, it shows that 
every penny that has been received 
has been accounted for and not 
a penny has been misapplied or 
misappropriated, as has been 
implied by Mr. Sheehan and a 
group of residents who make such 
false accusations regularly.
   Previously I had thought that about 
$75,000 of the WestHELP rent 
had been spent for neighborhood 
purposes, and some critics have 
asked about this amount. It was 
explained at the June 27 Board 
meeting that my statement was an 
error, based on a confusion about 
2006 receipts that had not been 
made clear, and the Comptroller 
stated that no moneys had been 
spent except to the Valhalla School 
District, the Fairview Fire District, 
and appropriated as revenue to the 
A budget. In this accounting the 
Comptroller has confirmed this.
   I trust that this accounting will 
put the many nasty and unjustified 
accusations to rest. 

Every Penny Accounted For
From Page 1

TOWN OF GREENBURGH
OFFICE OF COMPTROLLER

INTER OFFICE 
MEMORANDUM

To: Honorable Town Supervisor 
and Members of the Town Board  
From: James L. Heslop, Town 
Comptroller
Subject: WestHELP Rental 
Payments, Disbursements and Uses
Date: July 16, 2007 

The Sublease and Homeless Housing 
Facilities Agreement between 
the County of Westchester, Town 
of Greenburgh, and WestHELP 
became effective September 18, 
2001. The term of the agreement 
is from September 18, 2001 to 
September 30, 2011. For the initial 
period from September 18, 2001 
through September 30, 2002the 
rental amount was $1,200,000.00. 
For the balance of the agreement, 
the rent shall be in equal monthly 
installments of $101,903.66. The 
Town did not receive the first rental 
payment August 11, 2003. Listed 
below are the rental payments, 
disbursements to the Valhalla 
School District and Fairview Fire 
District, appropriation to the Town 
Outside Villages (TOV) Fund. 
Rental payments deposited:

• August 11, 2003- $1,950,947.97 
– wire transfer into Town’s bank 
account
• January 2, 2004 - $166,184.95 – 
check deposited (the gross amount 
of the check was $175,404.43; 
$9,219.48 was credited to the 
interest earnings line in the TOV 
Fund)
• January 27, 2004- $203,807.32 – 
check deposited (the gross amount 
of the check was $213,782.71; 
$9,975.39 was credited to the 
interest earnings line in the TOV 
Fund)
• March 2, 2004 - $203,807.32 – 
check deposited (the gross amount 
of the check was $212,199.71; 
$8,392.39 was credited to the 
interest earnings line in the TOV 
Fund)
• April 12, 2004- $203,807.32 – 
check deposited (the gross amount 
of the check was $210,641.85; 
$6,834.53 was credited to the 
interest earnings line in the TOV 
Fund)
• May 17, 2004- $203,807.32 – check 
deposited (the gross amount of the 
check was $209,058.85; $5,251.53 
was credited to the interest earnings 
line in theTOV Fund)
• June 8, 2004 - $203,807.32 – check 
deposited (the gross amount of the 
check was $207,601.49; $3,794.17 
was credited to the interest earnings 

line in theTOV Fund)
• July 20, 2004- $203,807.32 – check 
deposited (the gross amount of the 
check was $206,043.62; $2,236.60 
was credited to the interest earnings 
line in the TOV Fund)
• August 30, 2004- $101,903.66 
– check deposited
• September 21, 2004 - $101,903.66 
– check deposited
• October 4, 2004 - $101,903.66 
– check deposited
• November 8, 2004 - $101,903.66 
– check deposited
• November 15, 2004- $101,903.66 
– check deposited
• January 10, 2005- $101,903.66 
– check deposited
• February 7, 2005 - $101,903.66 
– check deposited
• February 8, 2005 - $101,903.66 
– check deposited
• March 21, 2005- $101,903.66 
– check deposited
• April 11, 2005- $101,903.66 
– check deposited
• May 16, 2005- $101,903.66 – 
check deposited
• June 10, 2005- $101,903.66 – 
check deposited
• July 12, 2005- $101,903.66 – 
check deposited
• August 15, 2005- $101,903.66 
– check deposited
• September 13, 2005- $101,903.66 
– check deposited
• October 13, 2005- $101,903.66 
– check deposited
• November 10, 2005- $101,903.66 
– check deposited
• December 14, 2005- $101,903.66 
– check deposited
   The total rental payments were 
$5,174,242.72. While there is no 
indication of the reason for interest 
amounts being included in the first 
seven checks, it would seem the 
interest was to compensate the 
Town for lost interest earnings for 
the period between the effective 
date of the agreement and when the 
Town started receiving payments.
   Disbursements to the Valhalla 
School District and the Fairview 
Fire District:
• April 9, 2004 - $517,955.00 – date 
of check to Valhalla School District
• May 7, 2004 - $100,000.00 – date 
of check to Fairview Fire  District
• June 24, 2005- $728,894.80 – date 
of check to Valhalla School District
• June 24, 2005- $100,000.00 – date 
of check to Fairview Fire District
• February 10, 2006- $617,301.00 
– date of check to Valhalla School 
District
• May 26, 2006- $100,000.00 – date 
of check to Fairview Fire District
The total disbursements were 
$2,164,150.80.
   The annual amount credited to 
the TOV Fund as Rental of Real 
Property WestHELP:

• Fiscal year 2003 – $816,054.89
• Fiscal year 2004 – $372,843.96
• Fiscal year 2005 – $372,843.96
The revenues credited were 
$1,561,742.81.
   The remaining balance at December 
31, 2005 was $1,448,349.11, 
which relate to the Valhalla School 
District - $898,349.29; Fairview 
Fire District - $124,999.91, and the 
neighborhoods - $424,999.91.  
(The Town has continued to receive 
monthly payments of $101,903.66 
from WestHELP which are credited 
to the Town’s General Fund, A 
Fund.) 
   An amount of $75,000.00 which 
was reported to have been spent has 
been misconstrued. In September 
of 2006, the amount of WestHELP 
rental payments that would have 
been available for purposes other 
than the Valhalla School District 
and the Fairview Fire District was 
$500,000. After September of 
2006, the Town received three more 
months of rental payments in 2006. 
This was an additional $25,000 of 
payments would have been available 
for purposes other than the Valhalla 
School District and the Fairview 
Fire District. The $500,000, as of 
September 2006, plus $25,000, 
for the three remaining months 
in 2006, is $525,000. Presuming 
that the entire amount of the rental 
payments for 2006 is credited to 
the General Fund, $100,000 of the 
$525,000 came from the 2006 rental 
payments. When the $100,000 is 
deducted from the $525,000 the 
amount is $425,000 as indicated 
above. The assumption was that the 
amount of $500,000 was reduced 
to $425,000, because $75,000 was 
spent which is incorrect. 
   I trust that this information is 
helpful. If there are any questions, 
please let me know.
cc: Timothy W. Lewis, Town 
Attorney
Bart J. Talamini, Deputy Town 
Comptroller

Advertise with 
The

 Westchester 
Times Tribune, 
Please Contact 

Jay Santiago 
at 

WTTads@gmail.
com

In Memoriam Notice   
Westchester Times Tribune publishes paid obituaries (In Memoriam) of people who have lived, worked, or have 
family in Westchester County. All notices must be received by Friday, by 12:00 Noon, for inclusion in the next 

week’s edition. Place a paid notice by directing email to WTTeditor@gmail.com.
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VALHALLA, NY -- The Generoso 
Pope Foundation was the proud 
benefactor of the recent Italian 
Heritage Celebration  sponsored by 
Westchester County Parks and the 
Antonio Meucci Lodge, Order Sons 
of Italy, White Plains. The festival 
was appropriately held at the 
Kensico Dam Plaza, home to the 
beautifully constructed stone dam 
built in 1915 by a predominantly 
Italian labor force. Thousands of 
Westchester residents flocked to the 
festival to enjoy Italian specialties 
such as zeppole, pasta, and ices, 
and to peruse the wares of vendors 
selling jewelry, clothing, and Italian 
flags. 

Generoso Pope Foundation Benefactor 
of Westchester County  

Italian Heritage Celebration

   Of particular note was the 
entertainment for the afternoon 
underwritten by the Generoso Pope 
Foundation, which included popular 
and traditional Italian music and 
dancing. Festival-goers gathered to 
hear the voices of Anthony Piranio, 
known as “The Little Boccelli” and 
Michael Castaldo, award winning 
songwriter and performing artist. 
There were also performances of 
Italian folk dances by the ensemble 
Coro D’Italia who even engaged 
the crowd, inviting the children to 
join them for one traditional dance. 
   David Anthony Pope, President 
of the Generoso Pope Foundation, 
attended the event himself, 

accompanied by Geoffrey Claroni, 
Director of Programming for the 
Foundation’s new Westchester 
Italian Cultural Center. Mr. Pope 
addressed the assembled festival-
goers, saying, “It is my great 
pleasure to support events, such as 
this wonderful festival, that preserve 
and promote Italian culture in the 
community.” 
   The Generoso Pope Foundation 
has given generously to health, 
educational, and community 
initiatives for generations; now, the 
foundation hopes the new cultural 
center will be a venue for enriching 
and enlightening Italian cultural 
events for years to come..

YONKERS, NY -- Peter Klein, Vice 
President of Fidelco Realty Group, 
was named a “Forty Under Forty” 
Rising Star of the Class of 2007 
by Westchester County Business 
Journal.  In the “Forty Under 
Forty” Rising Stars program, 40 
young men and women are honored 
for excelling in their position 
and demonstrating leadership. 
Winners were chosen based on 
professional and/or entrepreneurial 
accomplishments, demonstrated 
leadership qualities and professional 
and /or business affiliations.  This 
year’s list includes professionals 
from Westchester County who work 
in a range of sectors, including 
education, financial services, law, 
media and real estate. 
   Klein, 37, manages much of the 
day-to-day activities for the $3.1 
billion Struever Fidelco Cappelli 
proposal for southwest Yonkers, 
one of the largest redevelopment 
projects of the greater metropolitan 
area.  
   “It is special for me to be 
recognized in Westchester as one 
of the Forty under Forty Class of 
2007,” says Klein.  “This award is 
reflects on the success of the entire 
SFC team, as well as our partnership 
with the City of Yonkers to create a 
redevelopment that benefits the city 
and the region.”

Peter Klein Named ‘Forty Under Forty’ 
Rising Stars of 2007

   “Peter has earned the admiration 
of his colleagues and peers for his 
work on the Yonkers project,” says 
Marc Berson, Chairman of The 
Fidelco Group. “We wish to extend 
Peter our congratulations for being 
recognized by the Business Council 
of Westchester.  It is a well deserved 
accomplishment.” 
   Prior to working for Fidelco, 
Klein was an investment banker 
for a series of firms working on 
mergers and acquisitions, private 
debt and equity fundraising/
placement, and spent several years 
as a principal in the technology 
field focused on distribution.  

He is on the Board of Directors 
of Alliance National Insurance 
Company, the board of the Yonkers 
Committee for Jewish Affairs, the 
Alumni Board of Friends’ Central 
School (Philadelphia), and an 
Alumni Representative for Amherst 
College.  Klein received his B.A. in 
History with honors from Amherst 
and a M.B.A. in Finance from 
the Leonard N. Stern School of 
Business at New York University.
   Any person who works in 
Westchester County and is between 
the ages of 21 and 40 are eligible 
for being chosen for a Forty under 
Forty Rising Star.  The Rising 
Stars steering committee chooses 
the winners. The Rising Stars 
presenting sponsor and host is 
MasterCard Worldwide.  The media 
sponsor is Westchester County 
Business Journal.  Other supporters 
include:  Berkeley College, 
Clarfeld Financial Advisors, Inc., 
Entergy, EZKR Certified Public 
Accountants & Consultants, and 
Heineken USA.
   The Fidelco Realty Group 
(Millburn, N.J.) is partnering 
with Struever Bros. Eccles & 
Rouse, and Capelli Enterprises, as 
Master Developer (SFC Yonkers) 
for redevelopment in downtown 
Yonkers, N.Y. 

   If you would like to spend 1:45 
minutes laughing and thoroughly 
enjoying yourself, then go see The 
Drowsy Chaperone. This show 
is so wonderful, that you find 
yourself bursting out continually 
with laughter. It is true escapism. 
Along with the accompanying, 
outstanding orchestrations, The 
Drowsy Chaperone has singers 
with magnificent voices and the 
energetic choreography with 
dancers who dance fantastically. The 
whole cast of multi-talented, hard 
working actors, makes this a really 
super show for the whole family. 
   John Glover, multiple award 
winner, complements his brilliant 
performance by holding the 
audience spellbound in the palm of 
his hand as the Man In the Chair. 

The Man In the Chair shares his 
love for The Drowsy Chaperone 
with Glover’s expert delivery of 
ingenious narrative throughout the 
show. We share his fantasy because 
his overwhelming performance 
of the character’s obsessive 
enthusiasm is infectious, capturing 
the entire audience, who fall in 
love with Glover and the show. 
   Jo Ann Worley, a veteran 
comedienne who was one of those 
who made “Rowan & Martin’s 
Laugh-In” such a television hit, 
is a scream, and will keep you in 
stitches, as Mrs. Tottendale. Worley 
gives a memorable performance not 
to be missed.
Danny Burstein, as Adolpho, is 
the expert lover irresistible to the 
audience too; for his beautiful 

voice and superb comic talent. 
   Beth Leavel, as The Drowsy 
Chaperone, has a fantastic 
voice and  comedy style. 
   Janine La 
Manna, as Janet 
Van De Graaff, 
brought the house 
down with “Show 
Off” routine. 
   The Drowsy 
Chaperone was 
originally written 
as a bachelor 
party skit for Bob 
Martin and Janet 
Van De Graff. It 
was rewritten, and 
how lucky we are. 
The Drowsy Chaperone is about 
an old fashioned musical. The 

The Drowsy Chaperone Is a Winner
Brilliant, Fun, Hilarious, Superb Direction, Outstandingly Talented Performers, Perfect Casting, Great 

Voices, Great Dancing, Wonderful Costumes, Ingenious Sets, Never a Dull Moment

By Marion Joyce

musical takes place in the 1920’s, 
but the narrative 
of the Man in 
the Chair brings 
the actual plot 
into the present. 
The Drowsy 
Chaperone has  a 
simple plot that the 
Man in the Chair 
glorifies with his 
commentary and 
actions which 
are expertly 
worked into the 
show.  He has 

a fantasy about the show and 
we share it. He pokes fun at the 

characters; sharing trivia about the 
show, and his own life, making 
the show relevant to modern-day 
audiences. There are vaudeville 
type scenes that are wonderful in 
this show. Much of the humor is 
derived from stereotypes from past 
Broadway productions. The plot is 
about a famous star who decides 
to give up the glamour of stardom 
to marry the man of her dreams. 
   The Drowsy Chaperone is 
a musical comedy that is the winner 
of Tony and Drama Desk and NY 
Drama Critics’ awards for almost 
every category. It is also a winner 
with the audiences; receiving 
standing ovations at the end of 

an outstandingly, unique, and 
entertaining musical comedy.
I highly recommend The Drowsy 
Chaperone as a show for everyone.
   Playing at Marquis Theater, 1535 
Broadway, New York, NY.  Tel: 1-
212-307-4100; 1-800 755-4000.
   Marion Joyce is an author and 
columnist whose interests span 
a panoply of interests.Consumer 
talk, food and cuisine, leisure, 
entertainment, and so much more. 
Listen to her Consumer Talk radio 
program live, on www.WGCH.
com, Greenwich, CT, from 9:30 am 
through 10: am every Monday.

 There was no moon, it 
was well past midnight and, in the 
darkness of the Hudson Highlands 
just south of West Point, the two 
were virtually invisible to the naked 
eye.
 Bambi was strolling 
slowly along the shoulder of the 
highway, eying the grass on the other 
side of the road and contemplating 
becoming one of the thousands of 
deer killed annually on New York’s 
highways. A few yards past her, 
partially hidden behind bushes and 
equally invisible  in the mountain 
darkness, was a New York State 
Police car, with its engine running, 
its lights out, and an officer waiting 
for a motorist to come speeding 
through the mountains, oblivious of 
the law or the deer until it was too 
late to maneuver or brake.
 But I was driving a 
Mercedes CL 550, whose high 
density xenon headlights, which 
swerve to match curves in the road, 
were augmented by infrared beams 
which scan some 500 feet – about a 
football field and a half – ahead of 
the car and show images on a special 
night vision screen on the dash in 
front of the soft, leather steering 
wheel. This is a heat sensor, and 
the black and white thermal image 
clearly showed the meandering 
doe against the cool background of 
the mountainside grass, while the 
running V-8 engine of the patrol car 
lit up like an overdone Christmas 
Tree behind the colorless bushes.
 I slowed down and 
changed to the outside lane long 
before either denizen of the night 
came within range of the car’s 
headlights – and before the car 
came within range of a radar gun 
– and continued safely on my way. 
That is an advantage of infrared 
vision, providing clarity through 
darkness, snow storms, heavy fog 
or smoke. And it is just one of many 
technological innovations which 
make the CL 550 an extraordinary 
ride.
 The first hint that there 
is something different about the 
sleek, stylish, two-door coupe with 
the long, sloping front comes when 
you make your first turn out of the 
driveway. The speed was slow, and 
there was suddenly a slight bulge on 
the right hand side of the seat as the 
car turned left. The bulge receded 

as the car straightened out. This 
was my introduction to Mercedes’ 
“drive-dynamic” front seats. A 
series of sensors inside the plush, 
leather hand-stitched seats monitors 
driving conditions and adjusts air 
chambers within the seat to counter 
gravitational forces pushing against 
the driver. If you are turning quickly 
to the left, the right side of the seat 
will just as quickly bulge out to 
keep you sitting erect and secure.
 The seats have 13 
pneumatic chambers, allowing the 
driver and passenger to customize 
the ride by adjusting the degree 
of firmness and positioning of 
segmented portions of the sides, 
bottom, and back. With this system, 
the lower back could be set firmer 
than the upper back, and one side 
can be set firmer than the other. 
In addition, the lumbar support 
can be positioned to wherever it 
feels best to the passenger as well 
as adjusted in terms of firmness. 
And the back has two built in 
massages whose speeds can also 
be adjusted, while the seat bottom 
can be heated in winter or cooled in 
summer if you wish. The backs of 
the seats have vents, and blowers 
continually circulate air through 
the back cushion to help eliminate 
perspiration buildup during long 
drives. Thoughtful touches like that, 
though not as dramatic, perhaps, 
as the night vision, contribute to a 
special experience in driving this 
high performing, luxury coupe.
 There was thought in the 
presentation of normal amenities 
one would expect in a car with a 
sticker price pushing $120,000. 
The décor uses a lot of walnut 
wood paneling, as opposed to finely 
polished imitation plastic sheeting. 
At night, soft orange light emanates 
from the base of the panel, making 
it easy to see in the cabin without 
being a visual distraction. The feel 
is that of the control panel on a 
yacht, with separate, curved centers 
for the driver and front passenger. 
There is a seven-inch LCD color 
screen in the center of the dash 
which serves as the information 
center and screen for the GPS based 
navigation system. With the touch 
of a button, it can turn towards the 
driver, or towards the passenger to 
suit the requirements of whoever 
needs it most.

 The 550 features AM/FM 
and Sirius satellite radio, which 
could be expected, as well as an 
in-dash, six-disc CD player. An 
innovation is a slot for an MP3 
memory card capable of holding 
1,500 songs which then is managed 
through the car’s entertainment 
control system. The music comes 
through 11 speakers in a Harmon/
Kardon surround sound system 
which could bring to life old Blue 
Note Miles, or merrily dislocate 
my daughter’s eardrums by blaring 
more modern, discordant discs. And 
if you want to make a phone call, 
there is a leather covered phone dial 
in the center console which operates 
the Bluetooth communications 
system paired to any cell phone.
 And then, there is the 
drive. On an empty stretch of road 
coursing through a sunny stretch 
of sparsely populated Connecticut 
countryside, I floored the accelerator 
and let the 382-horsepower V-8 
take over. There was a hesitation 
for a heartbeat, and then the coupe 
shot forward, sliding easily through 
the transmissions seven seamless 
gears en route to 125 miles an hour. 
The acceleration pushed me back 
into the seats which, automatically, 
firmed a bit on the sides to keep me 
in position. The pneumatic springs 
on the CL 550 provide a slightly 
harder ride than the air cushioned 
Jaguars, but they are on a par in 
terms of firmness with the Bentley 
Continental and BMW.
 In terms of operation, the 
550 takes just 5.3 seconds to jump 
from zero to 60 miles per hour – just 
a little slower than the Jaguar Super 
V-8 and Bentley Continental, a little 
faster than the supercharged Jaguar 
XKR, and about on a par with the 
BMW 6 Series which are all in its 
general stratospheric price range. 
 There is a generational 
divergence between the styling 
and performance of these high 
performing, expensive vehicles. 
The Jaguar and Bentley have an 
understated styling elegance and 
their technology is unobtrusive – 
you set it and forget it. With the high 
end Mercedes and BMW, the high 
tech instrumentation is an integral 
part of the driving experience and is 
intended to be used and manipulated 
frequently during the course of the 
drive.

  That can take some 
getting used to since the technology 
is not intuitive – you have to study, 
learn it and take time for it to become 
second nature. But the reality is you 
may not want the same massage or 
lumbar support after a long hike 
that you do after sitting through a 
long movie, for example, and the 
flexibility provided a privately 
contoured chair is hard to beat.
 And once the technology 
becomes second nature to you, it is 
difficult to turn your back on such 
an elegant, sleek, eye catching, high 
performing, comfortable Coupe 
that seems designed just to your 
100 mile an hour needs. 
 
2007 Mercedes CL 550 Coupe
MSRP: $116,525
EPA Mileage: 15 MPG City, 22 
MPG Highway
As Tested Mileage: 14 MPG 
Mixed
Performance / Safety:
0 – 60 MPH: 5.3 Seconds
Top Speed: 130 MPH
5.5-Liter aluminum  fuel injected V-
8 engine producing 382 horsepower 
and 391 pound-feet of torque; 7-
speed automatic transmission with 
manual  gearshift; active body 
control; speed sensitive rack and 
pinion steering; active body control; 
night vision; 4-wheel independent 
active suspension; adjustable ride 
height control; coil springs; 4-
wheel vented disc brakes; 19-inch 
aluminum wheels;  xenon headlights 
with active cornering; 9 airbags, 
including driver side knee bag and 
full length head protection curtain; 
electronic stability program.
Interior / Comfort:
AM/FM/ Sirius Satellite radio; 
6-disc, in dash CD player and 
memory card slot; 11-speaker, 
600-watt Harman/ Kardon Logic-7 
digital surround sound; Bluetooth 
cell phone communications; 
adaptive cruise command; fingertip 
entertainment, information and 
cruise controls; heated / air cooled 
seats; power sun roof; dual zone 
climate controls; 14-way adjustable 
multi-contour seats with massage 
function; rear window sunblind.
Roger Witherspoon is automotive 
columnist to the Dallas Examiner, 
Westchester Times Tribune, and 

Yonkers Tribune, among  
other media.

Shifting Gears: Racing, Rolling and Night Riding In a Mercedes Dream Coupe
By Roger Witherpsoon
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www.verizonfios.com/double

Verizon FiOS Internet 
is here.

1-866-456-0784      verizon.com/fi os

Introducing America’s fastest Internet service.

If your current connection can’t keep up with you, then switch to the fi ber-optic 

power of Verizon FiOS Internet. It delivers speeds you have to see to believe, thanks 

to our 100% fi ber-optic network. Buy and download high-res movies in minutes. 

Zip through photo blogs. Stream video clips with virtually no lag time. Plus, FiOS 

Internet is ranked #1 for speed, reliability and tech support. Call today to get our 

supercharged 10/2 Mbps package for just $39.99 a month. That includes a home 

networking router and professional in-home installation. Why stick with the same 

old connection? Verizon FiOS. TV. Internet. Phone. From the most advanced 

fi ber-optic network straight to your home.

Verizon reminds you to always download legally.

Limited-time offer for new FiOS Internet customers with one-year contract. $99 early termination fee. Rate increases after one year. $19.99 activation charge. Additional charges and taxes may apply. Other terms apply. Service availability, speed and uninterrupted service not guaranteed.

FiOS Internet customers purchasing Verizon voice service receive both services over fi ber. Includes up to 8 hours battery back up (for non-IP voice service only). ©2007 Verizon. N0314-NY-A

39$
Verizon FiOS Internet

a month

99


