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The Hezitorial

   At the top of his form, a political 
consultant and media pundit 
cannot fall. Even to stumble would 
diminish his ranking within an 
unwritten pecking order defined on 
many levels: locally, 
statewide, nationally, 
and internationally. 
There is a niche of 
experts in every 
milieu. And in each 
environment few 
rise to the top of their 
form. In Westchester 
County, whether one 
agrees with Michael 
Edelman, or not, one 
must not begrudge 
his pre-eminence in 
our world.
   Michael Edelman 
is quick-witted. His 
synaptic orchestral expressions have 
infused an erudite understanding 
upon many political arenas. 
   Yet recent revelations may 
besmirch an august political 
thinker. One may say it is the 
way things are done. Others will 
question the veracity of the most 
recent events with statements and 
positions that transpired over the 
past five years on Cable News 12 
Westchester’s Newsmakers and 
Point Counterpoint; programs 
where Michael Edelman appears as 
a co-host. 

Is Michael Edelman a 
Sacred Cow?

By Hezi Aris

   At issue is whether it is ethical 
to act as a conduit for one political 
candidate; receiving a hefty and 
acceptable industry remuneration 
for a media buy. Michael Edelman’s 

Hastings Group 
issued check number 
1002, signed by 
him, in the amount 
of $72,216.00, 
on August 1, 
2007 to Rainbow 
Advertising Sales 
( C a b l e v i s i o n ) 
in favor of the 
Friends of Amicone 
2007 campaign. 
The advertising 
agreement between 
Cablevision and 
Hastings Group was 
dated July 24, 2007, 

and subsequently signed by Michael 
Edelman on July 25, 2007.
   Should Michael Edelman divulge 
his paid consultancy before his 
viewing audience in order that the 
public may be better able to judge 
his propriety? Should Cable News 
12 Westchester reveal its host’s 
inherent conflict of interest? When 
ethical and moral conduct is often 
viewed with disdain, what should be 
the appropriate conduct of the host, 
the media buyer, and the company 

   This week, Governor Eliot 
Spitzer has traveled across the 
State trying to put behind him 
the unfolding scandal that has 
enveloped his administration.  
However, the only way he can do 
that is through the full cooperation 
of the Governor and his closest 
advisors, their testimony under 
oath, and a full airing of the truth.  
This abuse of power is a serious 
matter that has placed a cloud over 
State government and the public 
deserves to know the truth.
   I was disappointed that the 
Governor refused to appoint an 
independent special prosecutor to 
look into the misuse of the State 
Police for political purposes. New 
Yorkers have made it very clear, 
as shown in several polls, that 
they believe the Governor knew 
of these activities and that he 
should testify about what he knew 
and when he knew it.
   It is very troubling that a 
Governor who campaigned on a 
platform of ethics, openness and 
accountability, now presides over 
an administration that is engaged 
in a carefully orchestrated cover-
up to stonewall investigations and 
sweep the “Troopergate” matter 

Senator Joseph Bruno on 
“Troopergate”

By Joseph L. Bruno, New York State Senate Majority Leader

Originally published by The Wall Street Journal on August 2, 2007

under the rug.
   This situation merits further 

investigation, whether is it 
conducted by the State Ethics 
Commission, the State Commission 
on Investigation, the Albany 
County District Attorney’s office 
or the Senate Committee on 
Investigations, so we can get to the 
bottom of this matter and seek the 
truth.  
   The actions of the Governor and 
his staff that lead us to this point are 
not surprising because it is not an 
isolated occurrence, but the most 
serious example of a pattern of 
behavior that raises very serious 

questions about the Governor’s 
judgment, his temperament and 
his ability to lead and govern the 
State of New York, as well as his 
attempt to gain complete control 
of State government.
   When Eliot Spitzer became 
Governor, the Republicans in the 
Senate Majority and I as Majority 
Leader, pledged to work with him 
on the critical issues New Yorkers 
really care about:  strengthening 
our economy and creating jobs; 
keeping our communities safe 
from crime; and providing greater 
tax relief. 
   However, we quickly found that 
we did not have a willing partner. 
Instead, we found a man who did 
not respect opposing viewpoints 
and resorted to verbal threats to 
those who disagreed with him. 
   In his public statements and 
behind-the-scene efforts, the 
Governor has refused to work 
together in a bipartisan manner, 
and instead, politicized his 
office like no other Governor in 
history. Instead of negotiating and 
compromising with people who 
challenged him, Governor Spitzer 
has tried to eliminate them.

GREENBURGH, NY -- Greenburgh 
Town Supervisor Paul Feiner and 
his running mates for Town Board 
and Town Clerk -- Kevin Morgan, 
Sonja Brown, and Judith Beville -- 

Political Hate Crime in 
Greenburgh

$500 Reward for Photos Leading to 
Prosecution of Lawn Sign Vandals

are offering a $500 reward to anyone 
who photographs or videotapes the 
removal of their campaign lawn 
signs.  
    Feiner indicated that over 100 
lawn signs that were placed around 
town during the past week have been 
stolen, removed, or defaced.  Most 
were probably defaced or removed 
in the middle of the night.  Photos 
of a defaced signs and a sign 
thrown on the ground may be seen 
by clicking onto the attached link: 
h t t p : / / h o m e . c o m c a s t . n e t /
~ k e v i n m o r g a n 2 3 / s i g n . h t m l 
   Initially, Feiner’s campaign 

placed lawn signs which say “I’m 
with Paul” along the roads -- just 
as most candidates do during 
election time.  Within hours most 
of those signs were gone.  Feiner’s 
campaign team then placed the “I’m 
with Paul” lawn signs on private 
property.  This past weekend 
the campaign received reports 
that vandals had trespassed and 
removed the signs from people’s 

private property; within hours.  The 
campaign then posted the signs 
high up on poles.  Many of those 
signs have been defaced with 
paint.  Feiner said that he thinks 
that the reason that so many signs 
are being attacked is that the signs 

YONKERS, NY -- Outraged by 
recent proposed and actual City 
sanctioned demolitions of Historic 
Homes in Northwest Yonkers Real 
Estate Chairman Dennis Robertson 
and Co-Chairman Chuck Lesnick, 
the Council President have called a 
special meeting of the Real Estate 
Committee for Tuesday, August 
14, 2007 at 7:30 PM in the Council 
Chambers, City Hall, Fourth Floor 
to take action on the Historic 
Building Demolition Review Act.
    Robertson and Lesnick blasted 

Shocked by Demolitions
Robertson and Lesnick Call for Action on 

Historic Demolition Delay Act

Mayor Amicone for allowing the 
demolition of The Smith-Collins 
House at 323 Palisade Avenue.   “It 
was irresponsible for the Mayor 
to allow a demolition permit to 
ever be issued for this building,” 
said Lesnick, “especially when a 
Demolition Delay bill has been 
proposed by the Council and is 
pending review.”  Robertson, who 
is also the Democratic nominee for 
Mayor added, “we can not allow 

   In a few short weeks Yonkers 
voters may well know who their 
next mayor will be! This will 
be determined by a rather small 
percentage of registered political 
party members who appreciate what 
the primary system is all about. Yet, 
it will affect the entire city in the 
November elections.
   Mayor Amicone is being 
challenged in two of his three 
party endorsements; Republican 
by Vincenza Restiano, and 
Independence Party by Nader 
Sayegh. He would also have been 
challenged in the Conservative 

Yonkers, 
What 

is Your 
Primary 

Concern? 
By Vox Populi

YONKERS, NY -- Yonkers 
City Council President, Chuck 
Lesnick, Majority Leader Patricia 
McDow, Council Member Dennis 
Robertson, County Legislator 
Ken Jenkins, NYC Council 
Member Oliver Koppell, State 
Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz, 
Westchester County Legislator 
Jose Alvarado, Congressman Eliot 
Engel, Rockland County Surrogate 
Court Judge Bob Berliner and 
other municipal officials will join 
with the Yonkers Bike Club to 
promote health and local parks 
via a bike tour through parks run 
by Yonkers, Westchester County, 

Tour de Yonkers
Yonkers Bike Club and Elected Officials 

Peddle for Health and Wellness

and New York City and ending 
on the west side of Manhattan.  
   Local families and cyclists of 
all skill levels are invited and 
encouraged to meet on Saturday, 
August 18, 2007 at the Redmond 
Park Field, to leave at promptly 9 
AM. The proposed route is along 
the South County trailway, over 
the Cross County Parkway and 
alongside Tibbett’s Brook Park, 
to arrive at Van Cortlandt Park at 
roughly 10 AM. At the Van Cortlandt 
House Museum, which is the 
oldest building in The Bronx, State 

King of Jerk Decided 
Grill to Grill

Food Network Personality Chef Bobby Flay 
“Throwsdown” With Jamaican Mount Vernon 

Chef Nigel Spence

Left to Right: Bobby Flay and Nigel Spence

M O U N T 
KISCO, NY – 
Nate Robinson, 
the popular New 
York Knicks 
guard and 
former NBA 
Slam Dunk 
c h a m p i o n , 
debuts his first 
basketball camp 
August 20-25 
at the Boys & 
Girls Clubs 
of Northern 
Westchester in 
Mt. Kisco, New 
York. The inaugural Nate Robinson 
Skillz & Drillz Youth Basketball 
Camp will focus instruction on 
shooting, rebounding, ball handling, 
defense and team building skills.
   Young hoopsters of all levels will 
learn from the best collection of 

NY Knicks Guard 
Nate Robinson Hosts 
Inaugural Basketball 

Camp
Nate Robinson’s Skillz & Drillz Youth 

Basketball Camp
local coaches 
as they provide 
i n d i v i d u a l 
attention to each 
p a r t i c i p a n t . 
C a m p e r s 
will receive 
certificates and 
a progress report 
from their team 
coach upon 
completion of 
the camp. All 
p a r t i c i p a n t s 
are eligible for 
daily awards 
and receive a 

Nate Robinson camp T-shirt and 
autographed poster.
   “It’s been a goal of mine since 
I was a kid to put together my 
own youth basketball camp,” said 
Robinson. “I’m very excited to 

NEW YORK, NY -- Food Network 
celebrity chef and personality, 
Bobby Flay went “grill to grill” with 
Jamaica’s own Nigel Spence, owner 
of Ripe Kitchen and Bar in Mount 
Vernon, New York on Throwdown 
with Bobby Flay.  The show aired 
this past Sunday, August 12th, at 10 

p.m., on The Food Network.
    The show positioned Flay, 
against an absolute master chef 
known for a special type of cuisine. 
In that episode, Executive Chef and 
Owner Nigel Spence stepped up in 

http://home.comcast.net/%7Ekevinmorgan23/sign.html
http://home.comcast.net/%7Ekevinmorgan23/sign.html
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from which space is purchased? 
   To be fair, in print media, it is far 
easier for the reader to comprehend 
that an advertisement may cause the 
media outlet to veer closer to the 
advertiser’s interests for financial 
gain. The public’s ability to be 
visually struck by the advertisement 
may pique some concern. On 
television, the connection is not 
so easily discerned because the 
advertisement is not seen while the 
show is on. 
   Should new guidelines be called 
into play when the host is also a 
partisan media buyer for one of the 
political protagonists about which 
Michael Edelman is a talking head? 
What do you think? What’s fair? 
Should Michael Edelman be spared 

Is Michael Edelman a Sacred Cow?
or should he be prodded into the 
slaughter house?
   Our deadline was such that we 
could not reach Michael Edelman; 
not on his cell, at home, or in his 
car. Janine Rose, renowned diva 
of Cable News 12 Westchester is 
unavailable for comment.

Response by Michael Edelman

   

If you were watching Newsmakers 
two weeks ago, I did disclose I 
was working for the mayor... so I 
did it before you guys ever knew 
about it. There is absolutely no 
conflict… I support Phil [Amicone] 
anyway, and I am billed as a 
political consultant. So what are 
some of you telling me? [That] I 
can only consult in the elections 
that you want me to. News 12 pays 
me nothing so it appears I have 
the option to work for whomever 
I choose... Having said that, and 
because I don’t want News 12 to be 
uncomfortable, (the major networks 
would not be), I am not going to 
handle the mayor’s media. Instead, 
I will continue to voice my support 
for good government in Yonkers, 
and that means a continuation of 
the Amicone Administration... Now 

how many consultants do you know 
would give up a client?
   As an aside, I did not receive any 
calls from you on any of my phones; 
all of which have voice mail; and 
as you know, I am very good about 
returning calls....
   But the bottom line is that it is 
unfair to require me not to practice 
my trade simply because I am a 
Republican commentator. After all, 
Phil [Amicone] is the Republican 
incumbent. However, I shall resign 
the account. How many talking 
heads that you know on national 
television are required to do that? 
The answer is none. They simply 
need to disclose their affiliations, 
and I did that two weeks ago.
Regards, 
Mike

On the 
Level 

with Hezi Aris on 
WVOX-1460 AM 

Radio 

NEW ROCHELLE, NY – John 
Muzzio, Director of Classic 
Residence by Hyatt, will kick off 
the program by describing some 
of the attributes of the assisted 
living facility, and their upcoming 
contribution to community for 
hich they are most proud. Next, 
we’ll welcome Richard Halevy, 
candidate for Yonkers City Council 
representing the 3rd Distict.. The 
show will be heard August 21, 
2007, live on the On the Level 
with Hezi Aris radio show heard 
on WVOX-1460 AM on your dial 
or by streaming audio technology 
on your computer, from 10:00 am 
through 11:00 am. 
   Also, listen to the Hezi Aris, this 
Thursday, August 23, at 8:30 am, 
as he discusses events impacting 
Westchester politics with Bob 
Marrone, host of Good Morning, 
Westchester. Join Bob Marrone 
every day from 6:00 am through 
9:00 am daily during your daily 
commute.
   The call-in talk show format 
invites your perspective; share your 
thoughts. Call us at 914-636-0110. 
Those who call are asked to please 
stay on topic.

The Power of 
Greenburgh

   I’m a believer in Greenburgh, 
because I’m a believer in America.  
Our amazing town has historically 
been identified as “our nation 
in miniature.”  No wonder that 
so many great ideas to reach the 
rest of our country were either 
created here, or tested here first.  

Corporations and political parties 
have for many years been aware of 
the power of Greenburgh… that’s 
why a little thing which happened 
to me recently, I find disturbing.
   It’s about a piece of paper.  I called 
the Police about it.  It was just a 
green paper sign stolen from my 
front lawn – not because someone 
wanted it, but because someone 
didn’t want the three words on it to 
be seen.  You see, what had really 

been taken was my freedom of 
speech.  But worse, I was not the only 
one silenced.  Apparently, others 
who planted that simple green sign 
have also had it uprooted.  I guess a 
new seed of an idea can be seen as 
dangerous, when it begins growing 
in the fertile soil of Greenburgh.
   What did the sign say?  Well, 
in three short words it expressed 
the liberating idea that our town 
supervisor can be re-elected without 

controlling-help from America’s 
political bosses and special interests 
– that there could be a new political 
party just for Greenburgh, serving 
our citizens first… and that this 
party would defiantly be called The 
Greenburgh United Party.  Yes, a 
new idea for local American towns, 
soon to catch on.  Oh, the sign said, 
“I’m with Paul.”
Terry Pavone
Greenburgh, USA

   As Senate Republicans stood up to 
the Governor, he made it a priority 
to eliminate us so he could have 
complete and total control of State 
government, with no opposition, 
no criticism, no questions, and no 
checks and balances on his power.  
That is a dangerous situation for a 
democracy.
   The Governor has reacted with 
anger directed at Senate Republicans 
who have held his feet to the fire 
regarding his habit of saying one 
thing and doing another, as well as 
his litany of unfulfilled promises 
and misplaced priorities:  
• Governor Spitzer promised to 
provide tax relief, but instead 
proposed a budget that included 
more than $1 billion in new taxes 
and fees.  The Republicans in the 
Senate stopped these tax hikes and 
were successful in getting new tax 
cuts for businesses.  
• Governor Spitzer promised 
to promote greater economic 
opportunity, but instead worked to 
block the Senate’s efforts to make 
new capital investments in key 
projects to strengthen New York’s 
economy, particularly Upstate.  
• Governor Spitzer promised to be 
tough on crime, but he hasn’t done 
anything to help the Senate’s efforts 
to impose the death penalty for 
criminals who kill police officers. 
• Governor Spitzer promised to 
provide New Yorkers with property 
tax relief, but has tried to thwart 
every effort by the Republicans 
in the Senate to provide more tax 
relief to people paying the highest 
property taxes in the country.

Sen. Joseph Bruno on “Troopergate”
• Governor Spitzer promised to 
work cooperatively with the State 
legislature, but then announced 
that he would run the government 
without the Legislature, by using 
his State agencies.  This type 
of autocratic government and 
dictatorial power is not what our 
founding fathers had in mind.
• Governor Spitzer promised to 
enact sweeping campaign finance 
reforms, but instead launched 
one the most hypocritical and 
aggressive fundraising campaigns 
ever -- complete with the massive 
“bundling” of million-dollar 
contributions, and promises of 
access depending on the size of 
a donation. The Senate, which 
recently announced a probe of 
the Governor’s past fundraising 
practices, has been the only one 
willing to point out the Governor’s 
hypocrisy.   
   In addition to the Governor’s poor 
judgment, misplaced priorities and 
politicization of his office, he has 
even resorted to using threats and 
verbal abuse towards those who 
criticize or oppose him.
   Few readers of the Wall Street 
Journal will ever forget reading 
John Whitehead’s account of the 
bizarre and threatening phone call 
that he received from an irate Eliot 
Spitzer.  That incident was followed 
by profane and abusive phone 
calls to members of the Senate 
and Assembly; his now famous 
“steamroller” threat; admitted lies 
to respected editors like Michael 
Goodwin of the Daily News; and 
efforts to threaten the careers of 
respected reporters like former 
Wall Street Journal writer Charles 

Gasparino.
   In light of these incidents, a 
growing number of New Yorkers are 
beginning to raise serious questions 
about the Governor’s temperament.
   This helps to place the entire 
“Troopergate” scandal in context. 
This abuse of power represents an 
intentional effort to damage me 
politically -- and by extension -- to 
destroy the Republican Majority 
in the State Senate, eliminating 
the opposition and leaving Eliot 
Spitzer in total control of State 
government.
   We must get to the bottom of this 
matter and seek the truth.  Only by 
getting the truth, can the Governor 
and the Legislature move forward 
and address the pressing issues 
facing the people of New York.
   Of course, the news that Eliot 
Spitzer -- the former Sheriff of 
Wall Street -- is now involved in a 
serious and deepening scandal still 
comes as a shock to some people.  
But in view of his apparent inability 
to work cooperatively with other 
elected officials, or to respect (or 
even tolerate) opposing viewpoints, 
perhaps it is not all surprising that 
his administration would go to 
such great lengths to eliminate any 
opposition. 
   Apparently, with both the State 
Assembly and every statewide office 
safely controlled by the Democrats, 
Eliot Spitzer obviously came to 
view the Senate Republicans as the 
only thing standing in his way.  
   On this particular point, the 
Governor is absolutely correct.  
   And that is something that should 
concern every citizen of this State.

From Page 1

Party, but the local leadership 
couldn’t find anyone in time. The 
Mayor seems likely to win the 
Republican Primary.  The Mayor 
knows he might well lose the 
Independence Party line to Nader 
Sayegh. If so, he goes into the 
November elections with two party 
lines. Sayegh, if he wins, goes into 
the November elections with three 
party lines. The two others being 
the recently formed independent 
party lines: Taxpayer and Integrity. 
With no real challengers, Democrat 
Robertson will be on the November 
ballot with two political party lines: 
Democrat and Working Family.
   If Sayegh remains in the race and 
doesn’t fall prey to the “judgeship 
buyout” from City Hall, who will 

he siphon votes from and how 
energetically will he campaign? 
The mayor will come on strong. 
Yet, the overall numbers favor 
Robertson and the Democrats and 
Albany can taste the win of Yonkers 
City Hall. Is that what we want in 
Yonkers, given a Hobson’s Choice 
of mayoral candidates? I think not! 
Just think for a moment. January 
2008: Mayor Dennis Robertson, 
followed by Chuck Lesnick, Pat 
McDow, Ken Jenkins, Mike Spano, 
Andrea Stewart-Cousins, Sheldon 
Silver, and Eliot Spitzer. Of course, 
in between, we have Spencer and 
company; that’s the total package. 
No thank you! 
   Phil Amicone will do just fine, 
because if not, our city will die on 
the vine.

Yonkers, What is Your 
Primary Concern?

From Page 1
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Op-Ed

Like Klockwork

Weir Only Human

Tan Parker Opens District Office
By Bob Weir

   Seldom does one see an elected 
official hit the ground running 
faster than our own Texas State 
Representative, Tan Parker. The 
District 63 Rep was elected 
in November of 2006 and has 
authored several pieces of important 
legislation in less than a year, 
including legislation to improve 
tracking of registered sex offenders 
and co-sponsoring a bill that is the 
Texas version of “Jessica’s Law.” 
Representative Parker, accompanied 
by his District Director, Trish 
Robinson, visited The News 
Connection office on Tuesday to, 
among other things, announce the 
opening of his District Office in 
Parker Square (no relation). On 
Thursday, August 16, from 5:30 to 
7:30pm, Mr. Parker will host an 
Open House at 800 Parker Square, 
the location of the new office.  
     “Flower Mound is the largest 

community in the district and I 
think it’s important that we pick a 
location that can be served by all the 
various constituencies. In addition 
to having the office in Flower 
Mound, which will obviously 
serve Lewisville, Highland Village, 
Bartonville and all the communities 
that are immediately adjoining, we 
will also work very hard to have 
a program in which we go up into 
the northern part of the district on 
a regular basis and set up shop for 
a day here and there to make sure 
that I’m easily accessible to the 
folks up in Pilot Point and Aubrey 
and Krum and Sanger and so forth.”   
   Rep. Parker addressed some of the 
issues important to Denton County: 
“My two biggest disappointments 
coming out of the 80th Session is, 
one, that I think we need to do more 
with the topic of border security 
and secondly, the fact that we 

need to address 
the issue of 
appraisal reform. 
Appraisal reform 
just did not 
get adequately 
heard. I actually 
filed a bill to 
address that very 
topic; a five-year rolling average 
bill. But, unfortunately, all of the 
good reforms in this topic were not 
heard in committee. To me, it is 
the absolute top of the list in terms 
of issues that are important for us 
to focus on. I’m concerned about 
people maintaining the dream of 
home ownership. When we give 
property tax relief it’s not enough. 
We’ve got to look at how we fix 
the appraisal side of the equation.”  
   One of the committees Mr. Parker 
serves on is Health and Human 
Services. “Of course, Senator 

Nelson chairs 
that committee 
in the Senate,” 
he said. “In the 
off season, so 
to speak, before 
our next session, 
I look forward 
to working 

on reform issues surrounding 
CPS (Child Protective Services) 
and adoption initiatives. 
   As for the staffing of the District 
Office in Flower Mound, Mr. Parker 
said their will be an aggressive 
intern program that will offer 
students the opportunity to be a part 
of the legislative process and part of 
serving the constituents of Denton 
County. “Trish is my primary staff 
person here in the District, she is 
the District Director. However, we 
will be moving around the district 
meeting with constituents in each of 

the cities and towns that I represent. 
If we’re not at the office, there’ll be 
a cell phone number that will allow 
people to call Trish or me directly.” 
   I asked Mr. Parker to give an 
example of why a constituent would 
want to meet with him at his office. 
“They’d call and set an appointment 
time because have an issue with any 
number of things, including their 
school or their home appraisal or 
an issue in regard to working with 
some state governmental agency. 
When I talk about representing and 
serving, we have a heavy amount of 
case work that we do and that case 
work covers the whole gamut, from 
tragic situations with families that 
are going through all kinds of issues, 
to the allocation of state services, 
food stamps, children’s health 
insurance. Just about anything you 
can imagine will come our way.” 
   In addition to other services 

supplied by the District Office, 
Mr. Parker will be accessible to his 
constituents on the first Saturday 
of each month, from 8am to 10am, 
beginning in September. “People 
can stop by without an appointment 
and have coffee and doughnuts with 
me as we discuss whatever issue 
concerns them,” he said. Moreover, 
he said he intends to do some door-
to-door visits throughout his district. 
“What?” I said in amazement, “a 
politician going door-to-door in the 
middle of his term in office?” “Well, 
Bob, maybe it’s something crazy 
about me, but I really enjoy nothing 
more than that process of meeting 
people face to face, hearing about 
their concerns and finding ways to 
make a difference in their lives.”

Bob Weir is a contributing 
columnist to Yonkers Tribune and 

Westchester Times Tribune. 
BobWeir777@aol.com.

   Two legends persist about George 
Washington, although neither 
is given credence by historians. 
     The earliest of these is that, as a 
boy, he chopped down a cherry tree 
and, when confronted by his father, 
was reported by biographer Mason 
Locke Weed to have said, “I can’t tell 
a lie, Pa; I did it with my hatchet.” 
   Aside: Later events, such as 
the Watergate scandal and the 
“Ministrations Of Monica,” were 
more recent evidence that trampling 
on truth was as much a necessary 
qualification for the American 
presidency as being born in the USA 
and promising the moon to voterdom. 
   The other myth is that, at the close 
of the Revolutionary War, the father-
to-be of our country turned down an 
offer to be its first King, an event 
unsupported by any documentation 
or ear-witness testimony. 
   More likely to be credible 
is the dramatic declaration by 
Mark Anthony that his recently 

King Joseph I: An Intimate Personal Profile
 

By Joe Klock, Sr. 

butchered boss, Julius Caesar, 
had “thrice refused a kingly 
crown” - a superfluous symbol 
of majesty that J.C. needed like 
Bill Gates needs food stamps. 
   Undeniable, though, is the fact 
that King Edward VII gave up the 
top job in the British Empire in 
order to marry a divorcee for whom 
he had the royal hots. This resulted 
in his tumble from the throne to the 
status of a world-class moocher. 
   This leads us, via the kind 
of stumbling segue for which 
this column is infamous, to the 
random rambling that follows.  
   Like most kids, my early fantasies 
included being the supreme 
monarch of somewhere, up to my 
butt in assets and commanding 
the homage of my worshiping 
subjects. It was a convenient way 
to escape reality and luxuriate 
in the sheer joy of imagining 
unlimited power, universal 
adulation and a total immersion 

in the private pool of Narcissus. 
   Although I’ve abandoned all but a 
fading recollection of that childhood 
vision, it still creeps 
into unguarded 
crannies of my 
cranium, usually 
after an excessive 
intake of booze. 
   On one such 
recent occasion, I 
envisioned these 
probable “ex 
cathedra” edicts on 
the dreamworld day 
of my coronation: 
• All human beings on American 
soil must carry a tamper-proof 
ID card establishing their 
right to be here, similar to the 
standard requirement of those in 
Disneyland and most social clubs. 
• Illegal aliens must be identified, 
registered and either be granted 
temporary guest permits or, if they 
qualify, put on probation and a 

challenging path toward citizenship. 
(Otherwise, give ‘em the bum’s rush!) 
� English is the official language of 

the USA and shall be 
the exclusive medium 
on signs and  public 
documents, as well as 
overhearable speech 
in public places. 
• Cruel and unusual 
punishment will 
be meted out to 
those guilty of 
cruel and unusual 
crimes - including, 
for example, 

the whipping post for 
rapists and child molesters. 
• The death penalty will be abolished 
and replaced by complete isolation 
from society and deprivation 
of ALL creature comforts. 
• Private gun possession will be 
permitted, but with requirements of 
skill, registration and accountability 
similar to those demanded of 

people who drive cars and cut hair. 
• The office of vice president will be 
conferred upon the candidate who 
was runner-up in his or her party’s 
nomination process, rather than 
to the winner’s personal choice. 
• Seniority will not be the dominant 
criterion in assigning leadership 
roles at any level of government. 
• A minimal test of intelligence shall 
be required of all prospective jurors. 
• Voting must be conducted 
on consecutive weekend 
days to avoid conflict with 
work and family schedules. 
• There shall be a lifetime ban on 
holding public office or drawing 
a government income of any 
kind by those guilty of betraying 
the public trust; e.g., accepting 
bribes, influence peddling, etc. 
• Al Sharpton, those deplorable 
Capitol One commercials and all 
of the unreal reality shows are 
hereby and forevermore banned 
from exhibition on the boob tube. 

• The rain may never fall till after 
sundown and by eight the morning 
fog must disappear. Okay, so I stole 
that last edict from “Camelot,” but 
it worked for King Arthur and I 
figure that we blue bloods, being a 
minority, should back each other up.  
   Besides, this here is my 
personal fantasy, in which I 
should be able to fantasize as I 
damwell please, leaving you free 
to dream up one of your own. 
   That said, I hereby abdicate the 
throne and return to my humble 
identity as an aging scrivener who 
may more than occasionally be 
wrong, but is rarely in doubt.

Freelance wordworker Joe Klock, 
Sr. (joeklock@aol.com) is a 

winter Floridian who summers 
in New Hampshire. More of his 

“Klockwork,” is at 
www.joeklock.com.

A Tale of Two Parties
By Carlos A. Orellana

  “Who will rid me of this 
meddlesome priest?”  In the 1964 
movie Becket, King Henry II of 
England as played by Peter O’Toole 
implores his henchmen with these 
words.  Substitute Senate Majority 
Leader Joseph Bruno for Archbishop 
of Canterbury Thomas á Becket 
and the probable solution for the 
mystery hanging over New York’s 
State Capitol in the Choppergate 
scandal appears. We may never 
know if New York Governor Eliot 
Spitzer explicitly ordered his 
aides to smear Bruno  by 
manipulating the State Police and 
the news media. He didn’t have to 
spell  it out.
   That is what makes a good henchman. 
   Spitzer’s aides obtained 
information under false pretenses 
from the State Police  on Senator 
Bruno’s travels in a state helicopter 
at taxpayer’s expense.  Then they 
leaked this information to the news 
media to embarrass Bruno.  Both 
Team Spitzer and Bruno are in the 
wrong.  The manipulation of the 
State Police for political benefit 
is frightening.  Senator Bruno did 
official business for very little time 
per trip on these fundraising jaunts. 
   But it is not enough to question the 
use of taxpayer funds for political 
purposes as opposed to official 

Governor Spitzer Now 
Playing Peter O’Toole in 

“Choppergate” 
By Richard Cooper

business.  Libertarians like myself 
point out that so-called official 
business is political.  Why do 
Governor Spitzer, let alone Senator 
Bruno or Democrat Assembly 
Speaker Sheldon Silver, have to 
travel outside Albany at taxpayer’s 
expense? Aren’t the bill signings, 
facility opening ceremonies and 
“fact-finding” visits really just 
trips to promote themselves, their 
party, and state power in general? 
The distinction between official 
and political is false and 
artificial.  The official visits are 
largely propaganda exercises. 
   We see this readily enough 
in dictatorships, why not in 
democracies?
   To Libertarians, Spitzer, Bruno 
and Silver are the leaders of 
gangs engaged in legalized theft, 
corrupting the voters.  Their trips 
are part of the corruption.  The 
reform mask is stripped bare from 
the evil Sheriff of Albany as just 
another rascal.

Richard Cooper is a Long Island 
international trade professional 

and former chair of the Libertarian 
Party of New York

 www.ny.lp.org.  He has been 
especially active in combating 

eminent domain abuse.

   Once upon a time, there was 
a city by the Hudson River. 
The city was big with many 
people from all around the 
world. It was located north 
of a bigger city, with millions 
and millions of people from 
all around the world. The city 
had two political parties, one 
represented by a donkey and 
the other by an elephant. This 
city was part of a country that 
also had these two parties 
and these two animals. This 
was the best city, the best 
country, the best two parties, 
and the best democracy. The 
people in the city and in the 
country thought that their 
interests were represented 
by their animal. This was the 
best Democracy the people 
could have and hope for in 
the city and the country.  
   But one night the elephant 
had a nightmare and woke 
up desperately in the middle 
of the night fearing that he 
would die. He dreamt that 
a pestilence had come to 

the city and many elephants 
were dying, including him 
and others related to him. 
He was sad and desperate 
and did not know what to do, 
but the one thing he knew 
was that he did not want to 
die. But one day he heard a 
voice calling his name and 
the voice said: “Son, listen to 
me, you can’t be an elephant 
any longer, there is an evil 
force that wants to eliminate 
many elephants and you may be 
one of them. I don’t want you to die. 
You have to turn into a donkey. Do 
as I say.” He felt illuminated like 
his president who heard the same 
voice from the same higher being 
once in a while.  
   After this, the elephant began to 
experience a crisis of identity. He 
wanted to be an elephant and behave 
like one, but it was not possible 
anymore. He had to decide between 
continue living as an elephant and 
die as one or change and become a 
donkey and live. He followed the 
advice given by the divine voice 
and decided to become a donkey.  

The following day he went to meet 
with the old and wise leader of 
the donkeys and told him that he 
wanted to become one of them. He 
shared with the donkey what he had 
experienced lately, the nightmare, 
the divine voice, the crisis of 
identity, and his desire to live; he 
cried like a crocodile. “I don’t want 
to die Mr. Donkey,” said the poor 
elephant and tears were running 
down his face. The old wise donkey 
felt sorry for him and cried too, and 
decided to give him an opportunity.  
   “You will be baptized as a donkey 
and become one of us,” said Mr. 
Donkey and added, “you will make 
our party two in one and one in two, 
with your help and strength we will 
become the Yin and Yang of politics 
and there will be no elephant nor 
donkey in the city who would dare 
to challenge our power. We will 
be invincible. Welcome elephant-
donkey, donkey-elephant, you are 
now one of us. You have done right 
to follow your conscience and the 
guidance of the divine voice.”  
   The next day all the donkeys in 
the city gathered to welcome and 

baptize the new elephant-donkey. 
They felt like the gods of the 
Olympus, strong, powerful, and 
invincible. Now they could rule the 
city and no elephant, nor donkey, 
or other animal in the city would 
dare to challenge their power. The 
gathering and the baptism was a big 
surprise to the people, some cried, 
others laughed, but most of them did 
not believe what they were seeing. 
There was a lot of confusion and a 
sense of distrust among the people.  
And so ends the tale of the two 
parties, telling us that probably 
there were never two but one in two 
and two in one, and that what we 
see and believe is not what it is.  
(This is an appreciation of the recent 
political orgy that we, the residents 
of Yonkers, have witnessed 
recently.)  

Carlos A. Orellana is a long-
time resident of Yonkers and 

Independent Candidate for City 
Council, First District. 

Corellana_33@hotmail.com

   Había  una vez una ciudad cerca 
de un río Hudson. La ciudad era 
grande con mucha gente de todas 
partes del mundo. Estaba ubicada 
al norte de otra ciudad más grande 
con millones y millones de gente de 
todas partes del mundo. La ciudad 
tenía dos partidos políticos, uno 
representado por un burro y el otro 
por un elefante. La ciudad estaba 
en un país que también estaba 
representada por estos dos partidos 
y animales. Esta era la mejor ciudad, 
el mejor país, los mejores partidos, 
y la mejor democracia. La gente en 
la ciudad y en el país pensaba que 
sus intereses estaban representados 
por sus animales. Esta era la mejor 
Democracia que la gente podía 
tener y desear tanto en la ciudad 
como en el país.  
Un día el elefante tuvo una pesadilla 
y despertó con mucha desesperación 
a media noche y temiendo que 

El Cuento de Dos Partidos
Por Carlos A. Orellana

podía morir. En su pesadilla llego 
una pestilencia entre los elefantes 
de la ciudad y muchos morían, 
incluyéndolo a el y otros allegados 
a el. Estaba triste y desesperado y 
no sabia que hacer, sin embargo, 
una cosa si sabia, que el no quería 
morir. Pero un día escucho una voz 
diciendo su nombre y le dijo: “Hijo, 
escúchame, tu no puedes continuar 
viviendo como un elefante, ha 
aparecido una fuerza maligna 
que quiere desaparecer muchos 
elefantes y tu puedes ser uno de 
ellos. No quiero que mueras. Tienes 
que convertirte en un burro. Ve y has 
lo que te digo”. Se sintió iluminado 
el elefante como su presidente que 
escuchaba la misma voz del mismo 
ser divino que le hablaba de vez en 
cuando.    

Después de esto, el elefante 
comenzó a experimentar una crisis 

de identidad. El quería ser un 
elefante y comportarse como tal, 
pero ya no era posible. Tenia que 
decidir entre continuar siendo un 
elefante y morir o cambiar y ser un 
burro y vivir. Decidió obedecer la 
voz divina y ser un burro.  
   Al siguiente día fue a reunirse con 
el líder viejo y sabio de los burros 
y le dijo que deseaba convertirse 
en un burro. Le compartió lo que 
había vivido últimamente, lo de la 
pesadilla, la voz divina, su crisis de 
identidad, y sus deseos por vivir; 
lloro como un cocodrilo. “No quiero 
morir Señor Burro”, dijo el pobre 
elefante y las lágrimas le bajaban 
por la cara. El viejo y sabio burro se 
conmisero por el y lloró también, y 
opto por darle una oportunidad.  
   “Serás bautizado como un burro 
y te convertirás en uno de los 
nuestros”, dijo el Señor Burro y 
continuo, “tu convertirás nuestro 

partido en dos y dos en uno, con 
tu ayuda y tu fuerza seremos el 
Yin y el Yang de la política y no 
habrá elefante o burro en la ciudad 
que se atreva a amenazar nuestro 
poder. Seremos invencibles. Seas 
bienvenido elefante-burro, burro-
elefante, ahora eres uno de nosotros. 
Hiciste lo correcto en obedecer 
tu conciencia y la guía de la voz 
divina”.  
   Al otro día se reunieron todos los 
burros en la ciudad para recibir y 
bautizar al nuevo elefante-burro. 
Se sintieron como los dioses del 
Olimpo, fuertes, poderosos, e 
invencibles. Ahora podían gobernar 
la ciudad y no habría elefante, 
burro u otro animal en la ciudad 
que se atreviera a retar su poderío. 
La reunión y el bautismo fue gran 
sorpresa para la gente, algunos 
lloraron, otros rieron, pero la 
mayoría no creía lo que veían. Hubo 

mucha confusión y desconfianza en 
la gente. Era algo caótico. 
    Y así termina el cuento de los 
dos partidos, diciéndonos que a lo 
mejor nunca existieron dos sino uno 
en dos y dos en uno, y que lo que 
vemos y creemos no es lo que es. 
(Esta es una reflexión de la reciente 
orgía política de la cual hemos sido 

testigos los residentes de Yonkers.) 

Carlos A. Orellana Residente 
de muchos años de Yonkers y 

Candidato Independiente para 
Concejal del Primer Distrito. 

Corellana_33@hotmail.com
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DON’T JOIN US – 
IF YOU ARE

HAPPY IN YOUR SYNANGOGUE
BUT … if you are looking for a congregation

which cares more about:

Your mind than your money,
Jewish learning than Jewish labels,

prayer, than politics … 

Come To The Flame Service

We are strongly Jewish and believe in
focusing on important things – 

Our tradition, our families and Israel.
_________

Come to our FREE
HIGH HOLIDAY SERVICES in New Rochelle

Which encourage questions and discussion,
Featured in

CBS-TV, the New York Times, the Jewish Week and Gannett

For reservations call
Rabbi Hoffman at (212) 872-9216 or 914-636-5289

We also offer classes and Bar Mitzvahs for kids and adults
The Flame … Services with Smiles

   52 Weekends In Connecticut 
by Andi Marie Cantele (The 
Countryman Press) is a 
guidebook to all things 
Connecticut.  The state of 
Connecticut may be small in size, 
but it hosts a great diversity of 
places to see and things to do.  There 
are cities, quiet seacoasts, rolling 
hills, sugar shacks, and even ski 
resorts.  There is a lot to do in 
Connecticut, and Cantele’s guide is 
a collection of detailed, numerous 
day trips and  weekend getaways 
that are sure to satisfy anyone. 
   Because of its small size, 
Connecticut is one of the most easily 
traveled-to states on the East Coast 
and offers something for everyone: 
there’s the cosmopolitan Gold 
coast, the rural Quiet Corner, the 
sophistication and natural beauty of 
the Litchfield Hills, and the historic 

52 Weeks In Connecticut

and lovely Connecticut River valley 
and shoreline of Long Island Sound. 
   This is a definitive guide for the 
weekend traveler, full of insider 

tips on where to go and what to see 
throughout the seasons.  It includes, 
naturally, the state’s most famous 
landmarks (Mystic Seaport, Gillette 
Castle, Wadsworth Atheneum), and 
all are worth a visit.  But find its 
best-kept secrets (historic gardens, 
ski jumps, seal-watching cruises) 
and you have a look at the real 
Connecticut, the kind of trips where 
visitors leave with a sense of place. 
   Andi Marie Cantele is the 
co-author of Connecticut: An 
Explorer’s Guide, New Jersey: An 
Explorer’s Guide, and Backroad 
Bicycling guides to Connecticut, 
Western Massachusetts, and 
New Hampshire, in addition to 
many travel-related articles in 
various publications. She lives in 
Connecticut.

   My name is Joan Gronowski 
and I’m a candidate (Dem) for the 
Yonkers 3rd District City Council.  I 
was born and raised on Hawthorne 
Avenue and have lived in the 3rd 
District since I was 13 years old.  
I was a City of Yonkers employee 
for most of my life, ending my 
career in 2000 after 13 years in 
the Office of Consumer Protection 
and Licensing.  For many years, 
I was only peripherally involved 
in political activities, with back-
room envelope stuffing being my 
most daring contribution.  The 
last five years of my employment 
in Yonkers prompted me to take a 
more active role in affecting change 
in our government representation, 
with the blatant corruption of the 
civil service system at the fore.  
Viable civil service lists were 
often ignored to favor provisional 
employees who served in positions 
long after the civil service law 
allowed.  Many provisional 
employees were jockeyed from one 
position to another when they failed 
to pass civil service tests – that is, in 
those rare instances when they were 
actually asked to take tests.  Even 
director level personnel served years 
in highly paid positions without 
civil service testing -- all the while 

On the Campaign Trail 

By Joan Gronowski

with the rank-and-file civil servants 
being held to the strictest letter 
of the law.  Employment issues 
are among many which I hope to 
address as a representative for the 
3rd District.
    I support and would lobby for an 
elected school board, rather than 
our current mayoral-appointed 
board – with or without taxing 
power, which would be open 
for debate.  An appointed board 
answers only to the mayor, not the 
taxpayer who is footing the bill.  I 
would also hope to see an end to 
the busing of our children, with a 
return to neighborhood schools that 
are equally funded. The busing is 
costly and our kids spend too many 

precious hours of their youth “on 
the road”.  
    Equitable tax return on future 
development and the revisiting of 
existing Payments in Lieu of Taxes  
(PILOTs) must be addressed. 
    Youth and gang violence are 
of critical importance to our 
community.  I hope to continue 
participating in meetings with 
the Yonkers Violence & Gang 
Prevention Coalition, who have 
experience in this critical area, and 
who partner with existing youth 
agencies, local law enforcement and 
other cities nationwide that share 
similar problems.  Contributing 
factors such as lack of role models, 
employment opportunities, parent 
and faith-based support, gang 
philosophies and trends are among 
the many issues addressed.  
    I hope that as the campaign 
unfolds, I earn your support on 
Primary Day, September 18th.  
Please contact me at 914-476-
6506, or via email at joanieg55@
gmail.com if you might have a few 
hours here or there to volunteer, or 
to simply share your thoughts on 
important issues facing residents in 
our 3rd District. 

Westchester Times Tribune welcomes all candidates to present a position paper about their candidacy. In 
order to participate, candidate should send a high resolution image of themselves, with campaign contact 

information, and confine themselves to approximately 750 words. Direct all paraphernalia  
to WTTeditor@gmail.com.

NEW YORK, NY -- The Rudy 
Giuliani Presidential Committee 
announced last Friday that Rudy 
Washington will serve as Mayor 
Giuliani’s campaign chairman for 
New York City. 
    “I’m very proud to have Rudy 
Washington lead my campaign’s 
effort in my hometown of New 
York City. Rudy Washington was an 
integral part of my Administration’s 
efforts to clean up New York City, 
including ridding the Fulton Fish 
Market of organized crime,” Mayor 
Giuliani said. “Rudy was also one 
of the people who led the relief and 
recovery effort after 9/11. I know 
he will be a key part of our team’s 
success in New York City.” 
    “Rudy Giuliani is the right man 
to be our next president. I saw first-
hand what he did for my hometown 
city and know that he would build 
the same record of results for our 
country,” Washington said. “I am 
honored to lead efforts to spread 

Giuliani Campaign 
Announces New York City

Campaign Chair
Mayor Giuliani’s optimistic vision 
in New York City.” 
    Washington will lead the 
campaign’s efforts in New York 
City following the passing of former 
City chairman John D’Amato in 
July.  
About Rudy Washington:
   In 1996, Mayor Giuliani appointed 
Rudy Washington Deputy Mayor 
for Community Development and 
Business Services for the City of 
New York, a position in which 
he oversaw a number of city 
departments and commissions. 
Following the 9/11 terrorist attacks, 
Washington oversaw the delivery of 
heavy construction equipment for 
early rescue and recovery efforts 
at ground zero, and also worked to 
coordinate emergency response and 
aid to victims. 
   During his tenure, Washington 
implemented the Mayor’s 
successful Multi- Agency Response 
to Community Hotspot program to 

inspect New York nightclubs, bars 
and cabaret regulation. Prior to 
his appointment as Deputy Mayor, 
Washington served as Commissioner 
of the New York City Department 
of Business Services, a capacity in 
which he helped the Mayor organize 
and implement legislation that lead 
to the successful elimination of 
organized crime from New York 
City’s Fulton Fish Market. 
   Washington has also served 
the city in other capacities. In 
October 1995, Governor George 
Pataki nominated him as board 
member for the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority. In 2003, 
he was confirmed by the New York 
City Council, on the nomination of 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg, as a 
member of the adjudicative body 
of the New York City Civil Service 
Commission. 
    Washington is a native of Queens 
and currently lives there with his 
wife and their two children.

are effective.  “Lots of people have 
been coming up to me asking for 
signs to put on their property.  Five-
year-olds are coming up to me 
saying ‘I’m with Paul.’ “  
    Chief John Kapica of the 
Greenburgh Police Department 
indicates that stealing campaign 
signs is a crime.  Offenders, if 
caught, can receive up to a year 
in jail.  Kevin Morgan, a retired, 
decorated, Detective in Greenburgh 
for 15 years, and candidate for Town 
Board, filed a formal complaint with 
the Greenburgh Police Department 
on Sunday.  “It’s interesting — 

Political Hate Crime in Greenburgh
From Page 1 while general crime is at an all-

time low in Greenburgh, political 
crime is at an all-time high.  This 
is a political hate crime.”  Morgan 
has gathered evidence which may 
lead to identifying a perpetrator. 
   Sonja Brown, candidate for 
Town Board, said that she hopes 
that the entire Town Board will 
actively discourage their supporters 
from removing campaign 
signs.  “Campaign signs provide 
candidates for public office with an 
opportunity to communicate with the 
public.”  Judith Beville, a candidate 
for Town Clerk, said that she is 
disgusted with dirty politics.  She 
also hopes that every incumbent 

official and candidate will issue 
a statement urging fair elections 
and denouncing the vandalism.  
   Feiner is encouraging supporters 
to carry cameras as they drive 
around town -- especially during 
the evening hours.  To collect your 
reward, send a photo or video of 
someone taking down or defacing 
a campaign sign (and agree to 
testify about what you saw, if 
necessary) to:

Paul Feiner, PO BOX 718, 
Hartsdale, NY 10530,  

or call 478-1219.

teach the kids the fundamentals of 
basketball and create a camp that 
brings them back year after year.”
   Two camp sessions take place 
August 20-22 (Monday-Wednesday) 
and August 23-25 (Thursday-
Saturday) at the Boys & Girls 
Clubs of Northern Westchester in 
Mt. Kisco, 351 Main Street. Camp 
registration is open to boys and girls 
ages 6-16 at the cost of $325 per 
camper. Camp hours are 9:30 am to 
3:30 pm with lunch provided.
   More information on the Nate 
Robinson Skillz & Drillz Youth 
Basketball Camp may be found at 

NY Knicks Guard Nate Robinson Hosts 
Inaugural Basketball Camp

From Page 1 www.nba.com/knicks or by calling 
(347) 327-4995. 
   The Boys & Girls Clubs 
of Northern Westchester was 
established in 1939 as a place for 
“boys to get off the streets.” It is a 
non-profit organization dedicated to 
the service of all young people with 
a primary focus on children with 
special needs. The main unit in Mt. 
Kisco, NY, is a 36,000-square-foot 
facility featuring an eight-lane pool, 
Child Care Center, gymnasium, 
games room, two computer labs 
and an additional 1,600-foot Teen 
Center facility. The Club has two 
satellite programs: a youth and teen 
center in the Yorktown Community 

Center; and a full service program 
at The Community Opportunity 
Center in Tarrytown, NY. The 
Boys & Girls Clubs of Northern 
Westchester serves more than 6,000 
young people: boys and girls ages 
6 months to 18 years, from more 
than 60 Northern Westchester 
communities. The Club has been 
ranked among the outstanding 
Clubs in the national network of 
Boys & Girls Clubs of America.

The Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Northern Westchester may be 
reached at (914) 666-8069 or

 www.boysandgirlsclubnw.org.

Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz 
and City Council Member Oliver 
Koppell will welcome bikers to their 
neighborhood. For those who are 
able and willing, the tour will then 
continue down Broadway, across 
the Broadway Bridge and over to 
the Greenway along the west side 
of Manhattan, ending at the Boat 
Basin Café on West 79th Street.  
   “As the senior member of the 
Health Committee in Congress,” 

Tour de Yonkers
From Page 1 Engel said, “I want to thank the 

Yonkers Bike Club for its program 
promoting health through bicycle 
riding. I am especially pleased 
that the Aug. 18 bike tour from 
Yonkers to Van Cortlandt Park is 
in my Congressional district. This 
is a great idea, combining exercise 
with a scenic bike ride, and I 
encourage everyone to join in.” 
   “As summer winds to an end 
and families prepare for the new 
school year,” Lesnick said, “it 
is worthwhile to set a day aside 

to take advantage of the weather 
and enjoy the healthy recreational 
opportunities that Yonkers has to 
offer.” Majority Leader Patricia 
McDow, First District Council 
Member of Yonkers added, “I 
am glad to be a part of this effort 
and look forward to a brisk ride, 
particularly to promote better health 
and awareness among the minority 
communities of Yonkers, Bronx and 
Manhattan.” 

WESTCHESTER, NY -- Senator 
Jeff Klein will once again be 
celebrating the summer with a 
variety of spectacular concerts 
through out the 34th Senate District. 
Enjoy an evening of free music 
from American popular standards, 
to oldies, to modern classics. In 
addition, magician John Turdo will 
perform Simply Magic at select 
locations. For a complete schedule 
please visit the 34th Senate District 
Website at www.nyssenate34.com.  
• Alive and Kickin’, August 20th at 
7:30 pm, One Depot Square in front 
of Old Village   

Celebrate Summer with Senator 
Klein’s Summer Symphonies

Free Concerts Through Out the 34th District! 

Hall, Tuckahoe.(Rain Location: 
Tuckahoe Community Center, 71 
Columbus Ave).

• Wade Preston of Broadway’s 
Movin’ Out, Tribute to Billy Joel, 
August 22nd at 7:30 pm, Eastchester 
Town Hall, 40 Mill Rd, Eastchester, 
(Rain Location: Tuckahoe 
Community Center, 71 Columbus 
Ave). 
• Wall Street, August 27th at 7:30 
pm, Pelham Gazebo, 20 Fifth Ave., 
Pelham, (Rain Location: Pelham 
Town House, 20 Fifth Ave). 
• Risky Business, August 29th at 7:30 
pm, Grand Street b/w Gramatan & 
Fleetwood Aves., Mt. Vernon, (Rain 
Location: Mt. Vernon Armory, 144 
North 5th Ave) 

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- Westchester 
County senior citizens are invited 
to spend the day poolside as they 
enjoy an old-fashioned barbecue 
and a variety of entertainment 
during a Pool Party and Barbecue 
on Wednesday, September 12, 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m., at Saxon Woods 
Pool in White Plains. Rain date is 
Thursday, September 13.
   Sponsored by Westchester County 
Parks and the Department of Senior 
Programs and Services, this annual 
pool party is open to all residents 
of Westchester County age 60 and 
older. Seniors are welcome to bring 
their young grandchildren for a day 
of fun.
   Lifeguards will be on duty so 
everyone can enjoy a final swim for 
the season. In addition to the main 
swimming pool, Saxon Woods pool 

also features a spray playground 
that can be enjoyed by youngsters 
and seniors alike. The park also 
includes the special “Andy’s Place” 
playground that is handicapped-
accessible for children with special 
needs and is fun for youngsters of 
all ages.
   Entertainment for the party will 
feature the Stages band, playing 
a wide variety of musical genre. 
Carol Migliorelli will also offer 
seniors, who like to keep fit, a free 
demonstration of water aerobics.
   A delicious all-American style 
barbecue lunch, with chicken, 
tossed salad and potato salad, 
juice and dessert will be available. 
Suggested lunch contribution is $3 
for seniors and $4 for children.
   Lunches will be provided by the 
County’s Department of Senior 

Programs and Services and must be 
ordered by Wednesday, September 
5. To place an order, call (914) 
813-6380 or (914) 813-6423. Make 
checks payable to WCDSPS.
   Admission and parking for the 
event are free; no Westchester 
County Park Pass is required for 
entry to the pool.
      Saxon Woods Pool is located 
at 1800 W. Mamaroneck Avenue 
in White Plains. It can be reached 
via the Hutchinson River Parkway, 
north or south, exit 23 North/White 
Plains. The park is ¼ mile ahead 
on the left. Saxon Woods Pool is 
accessible to the disabled. 

      For more information about 
the Senior Citizen Pool Party and 
Barbecue, call Westchester County 
Parks at (914) 864-7077 or (914) 

864-PARK. 

Pool Party and Barbecue for Seniors

mailto:joanieg55@gmail.com
mailto:joanieg55@gmail.com
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http://www.nyssenate34.com/


AUGUST 16, 2007 PAGE 5WESTCHESTER TIMES TRIBUNE

Community

BRONXVILLE, NY -- Village of 
Bronxville Mayor, Mary C. Marvin, 
and fellow Village Trustees have 
announced that Brian M. Downey, 
the Village of Bronxville’s Chief of 
Police since September 2000, will 
retire in November, after 21 years 
of service to the Village.
    Chief Downey rose through the 
ranks.  He was first hired by the 
Village as a police officer in May 
of 1986.  He was soon assigned 
to the Detective Division in 1988 
and then promoted to Detective 
Sergeant in 1992.  In 1998, he was 
again promoted to Lieutenant and 
assumed the reins as Police Chief 
on September 21, 2000.
    Chief Downey takes with him a 
great deal of expertise – including 
specialized talents in hostage 
negotiating , incident command 
strategies and many other police 
administration techniques.

   “We owe a great debt of gratitude 
to Chief Downey for the years he 
has spent serving our Village, and 
particularly for the past seven 
years as the leader of our police 
department,” said Mary Marvin, 
Mayor of Bronxville.  “His 
knowledge of the law and his 
dedication to public safety will be 
greatly missed.”  
    Downey, a former “Detective of 
the Year” named by the Westchester 
County Detectives’ Association 
and the Immediate Past President 
of the Westchester County Chiefs 
of Police Association, leaves his 
current post with mixed emotions, 
welcoming the opportunity to spend 
more time with his wife and young 
daughter, but knowing that he will 
miss “the job.”  Downey said, “To 
all those who have helped me along 
the way, I say a simple, yet heartfelt 
‘thank you’.”

Bronxville Police Chief 
Brian Downey to Retire

MOUNT VERNON, NY -- The City 
of Mount Vernon, Mayor Ernest D. 
Davis, and Ben Gordon are set to 
open the Third Annual Ben Gordon 
Homecoming.  This year, Ben’s 
homecoming has been expanded to 
a two-day event.  
    On Friday, August 24, and Saturday 
August 25, 2007, the Mount Vernon 
will host two days of activities 
designed to inspire and motivate the 
city’s young people and families. 
“Ben Gordon’s commitment to his 
family, his deeply religious beliefs, 
and his love of the Mount Vernon 
community were the motivating 
factors in determining this year’s 
theme,” said Mayor Davis.  “We 
are happy and proud that Ben 
holds this community with such 
high regard and continually come 
back to provide our young people 
with encouragement through his 
involvement over the course of the 
weekend.”
    Ben wowed the community when 

Mount Vernon Welcomes Home Ben Gordon
 

Weekend of Inspiration and Encouragement for Family and Community

he played for the Mount Vernon High 
School Championship Knights. The 
city followed his rise at UConn 
where he helped lead the way for 
the college to 
capture the 
2004 NCAA 
Championship.  
When Ben 
was named the 
1st Rookie in 
NBA History to 
receive the Sixth 
Man of the Year 
Award during 
the 2004/2005 
season, the city 
stood as proud 
as his family.  
“I am always 
happy to come 
home.  Mount 
Vernon has stood by me throughout 
my career.  I can never forget the 
fundamentals I learned on the 
playgrounds in Mount Vernon and 

on the court of the high school 
under Coach Bob Cimmino.” said 
Ben. 
    The festivities will begin on 

Friday, August 
24th with a 
“ Y o u t h f u l 
P r a i s e ” 
i n s p i r a t i o n a l 
concert featuring 
youth choirs, 
praise dancers, 
and motivational 
s p e a k e r s . 
F r i d a y ’ s 
activities are 
scheduled to 
begin at 6:00 
PM on City 
Hall Plaza.  Ben 
Gordon will be 
in attendance 

for the concert.
    On Saturday, August 25th, from 
9:00 AM – 7:00 PM, a fun-filled 
day of family activities will be 

held in Mount Vernon’s Hartley 
Park (corners of East Lincoln 
and Gramatan Avenues – at the 
Roundabout).  A family day festival 
will include 5 Star youth basketball 
clinics headed Coach Bob 
Cimmino and Nathan Plummer; 
NBA activities; a Women and 
Girls Fitness demonstration and 
workshop,  as well as an exciting 
workshop, “The Game Behind the 
Game”, that will offer information 
on career opportunities off of the 
court.   Ben’s annual basketball 
game will be coached by Ben 
Gordon and the New York Knicks’ 
Zach Randolph. 
    Registration for the basketball 
clinics is limited to 150 participants 
for each session on a first-come, 
first-served basis.  Applications can 
be obtained at the Mount Vernon 
Recreation Department in City 
Hall (914.665.2420), the YMCA 
(914.668.4041) and the Boys and 
Girls Club (914.668.9580).

YONKERS, NY -- Blood Supplies 
have reached a critically low 
inventory of all blood types. The 
unseasonably high temperatures 
throughout June and early July 
forced the cancellation of several 
blood drives throughout the area. 
In addition, the summer months 
prove to be a concern as students 
are away from school and residents 
are on vacation. At this time the 
current blood supply would last 
only two days for critical blood 
types in an emergency situation,” 
said Dr. Robert L. Jones, New York 
Blood Center President and CEO. 
“We are urging all members of the 
community who have not donated 
blood in the last 56 days to please 
do so now.” 

   We need your help… St. John’s 
Riverside Hospital will hold 
an Emergency Blood Drive for 
the Community on Thursday, 
September 13th from 8:00 a.m. 
- 6:00 p.m. in the cafeteria on the 
S2 level at the hospital, 967 North 
Broadway, Yonkers. Free parking is 
provided.  
To schedule your appointment, or 
for more information please call 
914.964.4696 or 914.964.4463. 

St. John’s Riverside 
Hospital Sponsoring 
Blood Drive for the 

Community YONKERS, NY -- Golfers now 
have one more way to enjoy the 
game at Sprain Lake Golf Course 
in Yonkers – they can hit a bucket 
of balls at the course’s brand new 
driving range.
   Golfers can buy a small bucket 
for $5 or a large bucket for $9 and 
take practice shots on the range’s 
three target greens. They can take 
practice swings or use the driving 
range to hit a few balls to warm up 
before they play golf.
   The driving range uses Cayman 
balls that travel shorter distances 
than regular golf balls. They are 
being used because the driving range 
is more compact than other full size 
driving ranges. For information, 
please call the pro shop at (914) 
779-9827.

New Driving Range 
Premiers at Sprain Lake 

in Yonkers

   Sprain Lake Golf Course is 
located on East Grassy Sprain 
Road and can be reached by taking 
the Sprain Brook Parkway to the 
Jackson Avenue exit.  
   Westchester’s other golf driving 
ranges are located at Dunwoodie 
Golf Course in Yonkers, (914) 
231-3490, and Mohansic Golf 
Course in Yorktown Heights, (914) 
862-5283.

   Maria Rivera, a homemaker from the Bronx, Saturday afternoon 
became the lucky winner of Empire City at Yonkers Raceway’s largest 
jackpot to date---$155,466.15--while playing a “nickel” video gaming 
machine. This particular progressive jackpot had been building since 

Empire City opened last October.  Her investment: $2.25. 
   “I can’t believe it,” Mr. Rivera said.   

Nickel Machine Pays Out 
$155 Grand 

Largest Empire City Jackpot to Date

Pencils, Pens, Notepads, Binders, 
Rulers, etc.
Every student should begin the new 
school year with supplies that will 
help them get off to an excellent 
start. Help support the Peekskill 
Community Action Program as they 
distribute back-to-school supplies 
to students in need. Consider 
buying a few extra items when you 
are shopping for your family or 
business and drop off your donation 
at the Kiley Center, 709 Main 
Street. Info: 914 739-1451. 
Celebrate Community 
Healthcare
In recognition of National Health 
Center Week, the Hudson River 
Healthcare Center, a network of 13 
health centers located throughout 
New York, is hosting a special free 
community breakfast on Thursday 
August 16 at the Peekskill Health 
Center, 1037 Main Street. Later in 
the day, free, rapid HIV testing will 
be available to anyone who seeks it. 
Info: 914 734-8736.
Sounds Delicious
The Hudson Valley Tomato Festival 
will be held on Sunday August 19 

The Fine Print
By Lisa Fine

at Greig Farm in Red Hook, to 
support Healthy Directions, a non-
profit working to fight obesity in 
children. This fundraising event 
will feature producers of artisan 
food producers and culinary treats 
– and of course, delicious summer 
tomatoes prepared in so many 
ways! Info: 845 758-1999 and 
www.hudsonvalleytomatofestival.
com.  
With Your Beauty in Mind
Get ready to rock with Mary Kay 
Cosmetics, the Official Beauty 
Sponsor of the 2007 Country 
Music Awards on November 
7th. Daria Rocco, MK Beauty 
Consultant Director, will be hosting 

a Jeans & Dreams Country Music 
Extravaganza on August 23, 6:30 
pm at Sinapi’s Arbour Ridge 
Caterers in Hopewell Junction, 
where you can enter for a chance 
to win a trip for two to the event 
in Nashville. Also, you could be 
selected for the company-wide 
sponsored Model of Beauty Search 
and professional model shoot in 
NYC. RSVP & Info:  845 226-
4916. 
Clean Car – Washed and Waxed
You can have your car thoroughly 
cleaned – inside and out – at the 
new Foamy Car Wash and Shell 
Gas Station on Route 202. And the 
kids will enjoy watching the car go 
through the ‘shower’.

To submit information for The 
Fine Print, please send emails 

to thefineprintny@verizon.
net, call 914 243-9761 or go to 
www.LisaFineCommunications.
com. Lisa Fine is owner of LF 
Communications, Inc. some of 

whose clients may be mentioned on 
occasion.

PELHAM, NY – The Pelham Rotary 
will host Tastings for Gift of Life on 
Sunday, October 14, 2007, from 4-
7PM at the New York Athletic Club 
in Pelham Manor.
    The best of southern Westchester’s 
food establishments will offer their 
signature specialties, complemented 
by wines of the world provided 
by Pelham’s French Wine Shop.  
Music will be provided by Pelham 
Jazz Ensemble.  New this year will 
be a silent auction.  Bottled wines 

Pelham Rotary Club to Host “Tastings 
for Gift of Life” 

will also be available for purchase 
at a discount. 
     Proceeds benefit Gift of Life, a 
Rotary program that provides life-
saving surgeries for children with 
heart disease and coordinates all 
care by physicians and hospitals. 
   Pelham Rotary has already 
sponsored three children, two from 
Iraq and one from Haiti, primarily 
through funds raised at this annual 
event.  Tickets are $75 each, and 
discounts are available for three 

or more.  For more information, 
please phone Marty Ketels at 
914.830.9169.   
   Neighbors or friends interested 
in donating goods or services for 
the silent auction should contact 
Nancy Piotrowski at 914.969.0251.  
All donations are appreciated.  
Popular items include sports tickets 
or lessons, theatre tickets, dinners 
or catering, vacation rentals and 
timeshares, limo and spa packages, 
artwork and memorabilia. 

this Mayor to destroy the character 
of our neighborhood by bulldozing 
our history.”     
   The Historic Building Demolition 
Review Act would require Landmark 
Board approval for a demolition 
permit for buildings of a certain 
age.  According to Jeff Williams the 
President of the Yonkers Historical 
Society “the 50 year benchmark 
was selected to be consistent 
with the National Register of 
Historic Places criteria.  However, 
after consideration of the large 
number of buildings in Yonkers 
built between 50 and 75 years ago 

that would not merit consideration 
for preservation, the Society 
revised the draft ordinance to 
involve structures 75 years or older.  
Therefore, support is in place for 
the 75 year benchmark regarding 
this type of ordinance.” 
   Donna Ingram, a resident of 
Northwest Yonkers went to 323 
Palisade Avenue yesterday and 
cried, “its too late, its all rubble.  
I’m devastated how indiscriminate 
the City is.  Please freeze permits 
until a new bill is passed.” 
   Another neighbor, Michael 
Sabatino urged the Council to 
protect 575 North Broadway, a 

charming local landmark whose 
owner recently died leaving the 
title in the hands of the Public 
Administrator, “now that we 
know it was designed by a famous 
architect there is even more reason 
to save the structure.” 
   An angry Deirdre Hoare stated “It 
is an outrage that people with no 
knowledge or respect for our history 
have been given positions of 
power to make these kind of 
decisions.  Why bother keeping 
a list of historically significant 
properties if it is never referenced 
by the powers that be?  Indeed, it is 
actively ignored.” 

Shocked by Demolitions
From Page 1

a tension-filled but 
exciting challenge.  
As the title of King 
of Jerk was up 
for grabs, the two 
Chefs battled it out 
over Spence’s Big Jerk Rib-Eye 
Steak recipe. Spence is a Culinary 
Institute of America graduate and 
former Food Network intern.
   According to Bon Appetit 
Magazine, 81% of Americans grill 
outdoors, and according to Spence, 
jerk cuisine is a way for Americans 
to put some variety into their normal 
grilling habits.  Authentic Jamaican 
pre-made marinades, spices, 
produce, and sauces are readily 
available in the grocery stores.  
These marinades and spices are 
made by Jamaican companies such 
as Walkerswood, Busha Browne, 
and Grace Kennedy,  and allows 
cooks to explore their creative side.
   Chef Nigel Spence explains 
the growing popularity of jerk 
cuisine:  “The American palate 
has grown more sophisticated and 
has developed a huge appetite for 
zest and spice. With its extensive 
ingredients list and complex flavors, 
“Jerk” cooking has satisfied this 
craving and has rightfully earned 
a place on the culinary map.  It’s 
particularly satisfying to me to see 
Jamaican food that I grew up with 
finding popularity here - especially 
being noticed by Bobby Flay.” 
Spence recommends that Jerk 
cuisine can be nicely paired with a 
lager-style beer such as Jamaica’s 
Red Stripe or a slightly sweet rose 
or full-bodied Reisling, as the 
sweetness counteracts the spicy 
flavor of jerk.

History of Jerk
   The technique of “jerking” is 
thought to have originated with 
the Maroons, slaves who were 
freed by their Spanish masters just 
before the British captured the 
island.  These ex-slaves escaped to 
the island’s most remote mountain 
areas.  Meat is first marinated for 
hours in an incendiary mixture of 
peppers, pimento seeds, scallion, 
thyme and nutmeg, then cooked 
over an outdoor pit lined with 
pimento wood.  (The Maroons 
did the cooking underground to 
camouflage the smoke.)  The low 
heat allows the meat to cook slowly, 
retaining the natural juices while 
becoming infused with the flavor 
of the wood.  Jerk stands can be 
found all over the island, especially 
at Boston Beach just outside Port 
Antonio. 

King of Jerk Decided Grill to Grill
From Page 1

About Nigel Spence, Executive 
Chef Ripe Kitchen and Bar  
   Chef Spence, a Culinary Institute 
of America alumnus hails from 
Kingston, Jamaica.  Ripe is Mr. 
Spence’s first entrepreneurial 
endeavor outside of a road side 
“jerk shack” that helped put him 
through school.
   As part of CIA’s intense training 
program, Nigel interned at the 
Television Food Network. Upon 
graduation, Nigel was asked to stay 
on at the network. TVFN afforded 
Nigel the opportunity to work with 
culinary luminaries such as Emeril 
Lagasse, Mario Batali, and Bobby 
Flay.

For more information on Chef 
Spence and Ripe, visit the Ripe 
Restaurant and Bar Website at  

www.riperestaurant.com.

About the Jamaica Tourist 
Board 
The Jamaica Tourist Board (JTB), 
founded in 1955, is Jamaica’s 
national tourism agency based in 
the capital city of Kingston. Details 
of upcoming special events, 
attractions and accommodations in 
Jamaica are posted on the Jamaica 
Tourist Board’s Website at
 www.visitjamaica.com.  

The Winning 
Recipe is Chef 
Nigel Spence’s 
Ripe’s Big Rib 

Eye Jerk Steak
Ingredients for jerk paste:
 1tsp Nutmeg
2tsp White Pepper
¼ C Black Pepper
½ C Kosher salt
¾ C freshly ground Allspice
¾ C Brown Sugar
 ¾ C Orange Juice
1 whole Scotch Bonnet pepper
1 bunch Jamaican Thyme
8 whole Garlic cloves  
¾ C chopped Scallions
2 cups Ajicito pepper (flavorful but 
not hot)

Method: 
Put ajicito peppers, scotch bonnet 
pepper, garlic cloves, thyme and 
scallions in food processor and pulse 
until it forms a paste. Then add the 
remaining ingredients except for 
the orange juice and blend. Slowly 
stream OJ into the processor. (Jerk 
paste keeps for approximately 1 
week in the refrigerator).  Smear 
paste over one side of steak and 
season the other side with salt and 
pepper. Marinate for 1 hour or up to 
24 hours. Place steak on a hot grill 
and cook to desired doneness.

http://www.hudsonvalleytomatofestival.com
http://www.hudsonvalleytomatofestival.com
mailto:thefineprintny@verizon.net
mailto:thefineprintny@verizon.net
http://www.LISAFINECOMMUNICATIONS.com
http://www.LISAFINECOMMUNICATIONS.com
http://www.riperestaurant.com
http://www.visitjamaica.com
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Digitally Speaking • Education • Government

   Photoshop (PS3) is the venerable 
photo-editing tool that has been 
around for so long, the word 
“Photoshop” has become part 
of our vernacular. We often hear 
someone come into our office 
with a digital image file saying, 
“You can Photoshop that in/out,” 
or “Can you Photoshop (fix) that.” 
That aside, there are other photo 
editing programs in existence. They 
just don’t get as much “play” or 
notoriety as PS3 does; no matter 
what version it might be. And we do 
use Photoshop almost exclusively 
here in our Tarrytown office. Mostly, 
our efforts are to clean up scanned 
photos, crop and adjust tonally.
    Jim H., our resident PS3 expert, 
was really excited about using PS3 
after a brief period of time. When 
I compare my usage to Jim’s, I 
equate it to me being a driver going 
55 miles per hour and him driving 
the Daytona 500. Here’s what he 
said he liked the most from the new 
PS3:
   “You can send full resolution 
images over the internet without 
having to decrease the resolution; 
they now have smart filters that 
you can apply to a picture, and if 
you don’t like it, you don’t have 
to re-edit the file to undo what you 

Digitally Speaking: Creative Suite 3
 

By Tom Bock

Part 2

did; and the photo merge function 
to create panoramic photos is ten 
times better than before. Now, 
working with and having the ability 
to edit three-dimensional images, 
and then export into Flash with 
layers is phenomenal. This really 
is an upgrade worth getting. I can’t 
wait to learn some of the other 
applications and see what else I can 
do!”
    I noticed one issue when I used 
Photoshop for scanning with our 
Agfa scanner and the old Agfa 
Photoshop 7 plug-in. It was much 
slower that scanning with the same 
plug-in installed (and developed 
for) in Photoshop 7. It does work 
in the new PS3, just somewhat 
slower than previously. It should be 
noted that this is not a CS3/Adobe 
issue, but rather an Agfa one. We 
contacted Agfa for a comment, and 
were told that they have no plans to 
support the scanner we have with 
newer software plug-ins. So, as we 
search for a new scanner, we wave 
goodbye to Agfa as a supplier.
    Most of the keyboard shortcuts 
have remained the same in 
this version of Photoshop and 
that’s good. There is nothing 
more frustrating for a user than  
un-learning what has become your 

normal way of doing things. It’s 
not that you can’t learn something 
new, but, initially, your productivity 
suffers. Here in Tarrytown, we 
adjust the tonality of photographs 
regularly. We adjust for newsprint, 
web, and high-resolution, 
promotional pieces. As such, 
we were thrilled to see extended 
control added to the Curves feature. 
Now we can do black point and 
white point adjustments with a 
slider. “Oooo, nice!” according to 
Jim. Since our monitors (both lcd 
and crt) are adjusted for the type of 
output we are planning for, we can 

visually make adjustments more 
easily and quickly than before.  
An added bonus with the latest 
version of these programs is the 
speed by which they respond. 
Generally, the Intel-based 
Macintosh is noticeably faster 
overall, but we’ve noticed, on both 
PPC and Intel models, a reduction 
in processing time for picture files.  
Photoshop files have typically been 
the benchmark test for processor 
wars. Those days appear to be over. 
The winner isn’t so much Macintosh 
over Wintel, but Photoshop and 
graphics users overall. My tech 

geeks informed me that the Intel 
Macs also operate much cooler 
than the older Power-PC’s, thereby 
adding to their lifespan. 
   The difference between Photoshop 
and Illustrator is somewhat simple 
to understand if you keep it very 
basic. PS3 allows you to work with 
photographs (bitmap) and Illustrator 
lets you work with drawings (vector). 
Here’s an example: an artist that 
draws a caricature of a celebrity that 
would be used in an accompanying 
article would probably be done in 
Illustrator, most likely utilizing a 
device called a drawing tablet, (see 
www.Wacom.com) for additional 
information. True, an artist who 
cannot draw digitally can draw an 
image manually and scan it into 
their computer, but now it becomes 
a bitmap image that would need 
Photoshop for further editing.
    Illustrator has incorporated a 
number of new features, but here 
again; we were very pleased with 
the layout window having more 
open space in which to work. This 
really comes into play for the users 
with a smaller screen. In general, 
we did our testing on either a 20” 
iMac or a tower with a 21 inch 
CRT, so “landscape” wasn’t too 
much of an issue. When we opened 

sample files on a 17 LCD panel, we 
felt squeezed. It quickly became 
apparent that Adobe’s programmers 
listened to the woes of the users and 
responded accordingly.
    Another interesting application 
that comes with CS3 is a program 
called Adobe “Version Cue?”. This 
application assists you in finding, 
tracking, and sharing your files 
quickly. The best feature we enjoyed 
with this, after we got comfortable 
with it, was the document’s version 
tracking feature. So instead of 
needing to worry about two users 
utilizing one file and incorrectly 
making changes to them, we were 
able to maintain control over the 
files in question. To accomplish 
this test, however, we installed 
the application as a trial version 
on two otherwise non-networked 
computers and did not register them 
with Adobe. This gave us thirty days 
to test with, and then we removed 
it. It was an interesting exercise that 
forced us to work the project within 
thirty days. We were glad when that 
was over. Whew! 

Final installment of this three-part 
series will appear in next week’s 

edition.

YONKERS, NY – In keeping 
with her commitment to improve 
education in 35 th Senate District, 
New York State Senator Andrea 
Stewart-Cousins is challenging 
the students in her district with an 
initiative that will add some extra 
excitement as they wind up the 
summer. The “ Reading Revolution 
“ Challenge launched on Friday, 
August 10, 2007 at the Riverfront 
Library in Yonkers is a program, in 
cooperation with the Westchester 
Libraries, and is designed to 
encourage students grades one 
through nine to do the last sprint of 
their summer reading .   
   “Studies have shown that children 
who don’t read during the summer 
months lose some of their basic 
skills by the fall. Children who 
do read become better readers, 
and ultimately better learners,” 
noted Senator Stewart-Cousins. 
“I am proud to sponsor my first 
annual “Reading Revolution”... a 
challenge in partnership with the 
Westchester Libraries. As a former 
educator, I want to ensure that the 
youth of my district have as many 
tools as possible to achieve in a 
global society.” 
    Siobhan Reardon, Director of 
the Westchester Library System 
said, “We are thrilled that Senator 
Stewart-Cousins is partnering with 
the libraries to encourage reading 
over the summer.” 
   Students who complete the 
challenge will receive award 
certificates and participate in a 
drawing for great prizes (i.e. bikes, 
gift certificates, passes to sports and 
entertainment centers, and school 
supplies).

 Here’s how to participate the 
Reading Revolution Challenge: 

1. Participants can register on line 
at www.cousinsreadingrevolution.
com . 
To receive a form via e-mail, write 

Senator Stewart-Cousins
Announces New Education Initiative 

Called
“Reading Revolution” 

Five Yonkers Students Honored for Outstanding Achievement

to info@cousinsreadingrevolution.
org .   The forms are also available 
from the librarian at the following 
libraries: Ardsley, Dobbs Ferry, 
Greenburgh, Hastings-on-Hudson, 
Irvington, Mount Pleasant, 
Tarrytown, Valhalla, and all three  
Yonkers libraries (Will, Larkin, and 
Crestwood);

2. Complete the form online or 
return the written application to the 
librarian;

 3. Read at least three books between 
August 1 and September 1. Choose 
books from a reading list provided 
by your school or by the library;

 4. Write a short paragraph (3 to 5 
sentences) on each book. Include 
your name on the top of each page, 
and be sure to include the title and 
author of each book you have read; 
and

5. Return your summaries to the 
library no later than Tuesday, 
September 4, 2007. Or e-mail 
your summaries to info@
cousinsreadingrevolution.org . 

   “The reading challenge will not 
only help children maintain and 

improve reading and writing skills 
learned in the previous school year, 
but prepare them for the next school 
year. Most of all I want children 
to know that reading is fun and 
exciting,” stated Stewart-Cousins. 
    The Senator also announced 
the names of the winners of the 
Andrea Stewart-Cousins’ Student 
Excellence in Government Award 
. The award is given to high 
school seniors in her district, who 
graduated with an overall GPA of 
2.8 or better, involved in student 
government, and attending college 
in the fall. 

New York State Black and Puerto 
Rican Caucus provided the 
funding for the scholarships. The 
scholarship winners are: 

1. Jabbar Richmond, Lincoln High 
School, to attend Long Island 
University 
  
2. Michelle Rivera, Yonkers High 
School to attend Westchester 
Community College 
  
3. Randolph Duke, Saunders Trades 
and Technical High School to attend 
New York Institute of Technology
 
4. Janice Parish, Roosevelt High 
School to attend Temple University  

5. Millen Asfaha, Gorton High 
School to attend Seton Hall
   
    “Given the opportunity, students 
from my district can compete with 
the best,” said Stewart-Cousins. 
“This scholarship will help our 
students on the path of leadership 
and success. I am grateful to the 
New York State Black and Puerto 
Rican Caucus for helping our 
students during their first year of 
college.” 

YONKERS, NY --  The Institute 
for Health Education and Research 
at St. John’s Riverside Hospital, is 
offering a Nursing Assistant Course 
beginning August 20th, 2007.   
    This course will prepare each 
individual technically, as well as 
clinically, for the 
New York State required Nursing 
Assistant certification exam.  
    The seven week course will meet 
Monday through Thursday each 
week and runs from 5:00 pm through 
10 pm.  The cost is $1,300. Textbook 
and uniform are included in this fee.  
    For more information on new 
course dates or to schedule your 
interview, call 914-964-4274 or 914-
964-4665.  You may also get more 
information through the hospital’s 
Website at www.riversidehealth.
org ; clicking community calendar/
community; and then clicking onto 
find.

St. John’s 
Riverside 
Hospital 

Offers Nursing 
Assistant 
Course

Certificate 
Program in 
Phlebotomy 

Training 
Offered at 
St. John’s 
Riverside 

Hospital
 
YONKERS, NY – St. John’s 
Riverside Hospital is offering a 
Certificate Program in Phlebotomy/
EKG through the Hospital’s Institute 
for Health Education and Research, 
which is part of the Cochran School 
of Nursing.  
   The program is designed to 
train adults who want to become 
phlebotomists, who are clinicians 
who draw blood samples by vein, 
or skin puncture for medical tests 
and blood donations. The program 
provides training in all aspects 
of blood specimen collection and 
handling. After completing the 
6 week program, students will 
be eligible to take the National 
Certification Exam in Phlebotomy.   
   Applicants for the Certificate 
Program in Phlebotomy/EKG have 
to be 18 years or older; have a high 
school diploma or GED; and provide 
proof of immunization for Hep 
B, MMR, Chicken Pox, and a TB 
Skin Test taken within the last year.   
    The course is being offered 
Mondays through Thursdays for 6 
weeks beginning October 8th, from 
5 p.m. to 10 p.m, and costs $1400. 
   To register, or for more information, 
call Brenda L. Hartley at (914) 
964-4274, or e-mail: blhartley@
riversidehealth.org. 

More information about the 
Riverside Health Care System 

is available online: www.
riversidehealth.org. 

Westchester Community College 
(WCC) Budget Approved
The County Board voted 14-0 
(Absent: Abinanti, Jenkins; Out, 
Young) to adopt WCC’s $94.3 
million operating and $8.9 million 
capital budgets for the 2007-08 fiscal 
year. The county’s contribution to 
the college will rise by 3.5 % to $23 
million; the state’s contribution is 
set at $29 million. Revenues from 
tuition, which will increase $50 per 
semester, amounts to approximately 
$36 million.  
County Can Donate Used Shuttles 
and Vans to Municipalities
The Board (WCBoL) authorized 
the county to donate up to 30 
retired Bee-Line vans and shuttles 
to interested municipalities for a 
dollar to use for a period of five 
years. Municipalities have sought 
the vehicles to help transport 
individuals involved in senior 
citizen, child care, public housing, 
social welfare, youth bureau, 
among other programs, and to assist 
in emergency situations.
   One Time Stipends Approved 
for Senior District Attorneys 
(DA)
The District Attorney’s office 
received a state grant in the amount 
of $35,000 intended to assist 
the DA’s office in recruiting and 
retaining staff. The County Board 
approved the awarding of stipends, 
ranging from $1,500 to $10,000, to 
ten senior staff. 
 $250,000 state grant to supplement 
funding of RiverWalk in Croton-on-
Hudson.
The Board (WCBoL) approved 
acceptance of a state grant valued 
at $250,000 to cover part of the 
cost of constructing the Croton-on-
Hudson segment of the RiverWalk 

Highlights of Action 
Taken by the Westchester 

County Board of 
Legislators (WCBoL)

August 6, 2007 Summary

project. The grant supplements the 
$1.55 million the County Board 
previously approved for the $1.8 
million project.
Bond Acts Approved
Labs & Research: $1.025 million 
to replace lab equipment needed to 
detect and identify contaminants 
in soil and water; for drug and 
DWI screenings; to analyze DNA; 
to detect radium levels in water 
supplies; and, to coordinate evidence 
processing and reporting for the 
Medical Examiner, Toxicology and 
Forensics Depts.  
Corrections: $1.95 million to 
design and construct selected roof 
replacements at the “old” county 
jail in Valhalla. 
Public Works: $1.3 million to 
replace the pedestrian bridge over 
the Central Westchester Parkway 
located near the George Washington 
Elementary School in White Plains  
Parks: $500,000 to replace 25-
year old heating, ventilation 
and air conditioning units 
at the County Center  
Public Hearing 
Yorktown Skate Park: Public 
hearing set for August 20 at 3:30 PM 
on proposal for the county to enter 
into an intermunicipal agreement 
with the Town of Yorktown to help 
construct a skate park.  
Appointments:
Board of Plumbing Examiners 
Henry A. Carletti Jr. (New Rochelle) 
reappointed
Gerard J. Pettit (Yonkers) as the 
county government representative
Mark R. Courtien (Pelham) 
reappointed 
Electrical Licensing Board 
William Regan (Yonkers) 
reappointed as the municipal 
representative

   Assemblyman Adam Bradley’s 
(D-White Plains) legislation 
requiring that parties in divorce 
cases be notified of a potential 
health insurance loss when they 
are covered by their spouse’s plan 
has been signed into law by the 
governor (Ch. 412 of 2007). 
   “The practical issue of health 
insurance coverage is often not at 
the forefront of concern during a 
divorce,” Bradley said. “But health 
insurance remains just as important 
before, during and after a divorce, 
and people deserve to know that 
they will lose coverage under 
their spouse’s plan once a divorce 
judgment is entered.” 
   According to recent information 
compiled by the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human 
   Services, children living with one 
parent are more likely to be poorer 
than those living in a married 
household. Being aware of how 
divorce affects health insurance 
costs may be a way for families to 

save some financial and emotional 
heartache down the road, Bradley 
said. 
This law will: 
• ensure provisions of a divorce 
settlement state whether or not a 
spouse will lose coverage; 
• require judges to notify parties of 
the termination of health insurance 
upon issuance of a divorce 
settlement; and 
• give judges discretion to grant a 
30-day continuance so parties have 
a chance to obtain their own health 
insurance policy. 
   “Clarifying a divorce settlement’s 
effect on health coverage for 
affected parties can help make 
this difficult time a little easier,” 
Bradley said. “This law will give 
people notice of a loss of coverage 
and a chance to address the issue of 
obtaining new coverage before the 
loss of their old policy. Families 
won’t be blind-sided by unexpected 
medical expenses, and they will be 
better able to cope.” 

Adam in Albany
Notification of Health Insurance 

Loss Prior to Divorce
Signed into Law 
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Government
Mayor Bramson’s Column

By Noam Bramson, Mayor of New Rochelle

EVERYONE HAS A REASON TO GET AN HIV TEST

RIVERDALE, THE BRONX, 
NY -- Congressman Eliot Engel 
announced the awarding of grants 
totaling more than $2 million to the 
College of Mount Saint Vincent’s 
undergraduate and graduate 
Nursing programs from the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human 
Services’ Health Resources and 
Services Administration (HRSA).
    Rep. Engel said, “As a senior 
member of the House Health 
Subcommittee, I know better than 
most we are facing a national 
nursing shortage that threatens the 
health and wellbeing of anyone 
who may get sick. These grants to 
the College of Mount Saint Vincent 
will help to maintain our nation’s 
high health care standards by 
meeting the increasing demand for 
essential nursing services.” 
   Mount Saint Vincent President 
Charles L. Flynn Jr. said, “The 
strength of Mount Saint Vincent’s 
nursing programs has certainly 
been recognized through these 
grant awards, which will help 
serve two important needs, that 
of academically preparing nurses 
from traditionally underrepresented 
populations and the need for strong 
nurse educators.”
   To mark this most recent instance 
of vital Federal support for the 
College, Rep. Engel, who actively 
supported the College’s applications, 
will present a ceremonial check to 

Rep. Engel Announces $2 Million in Grants 
for Mount St. Vincent

President Charles L. Flynn, Jr. and 
other representatives of the College 
on Wednesday, August 22 at 4:30 
PM. On hand for the event will be 
President Flynn, in whose office 
the ceremony will be held, as well 
as Drs. Justine Taddeo, Kathleen 
Flaherty and Carol Vicino, principal 
investigators for the grants; and Dr. 
Susan Apold, Vice President for 
Academic Affairs.
   In one of the grants, HRSA 
awarded the College’s 
“Ambassadors for Professional 
Nursing Success” course $1.12 
million payable over the next three 
years under its Nurse Workforce 
Diversity Program. These funds 
will provide necessary resources 
to attract and retain students of 
underrepresented backgrounds in 
the nursing program and assure their 
success. The program will provide 
student recipients with stipends, 
personal computers and software, 
a designated academic resource 
space, help from a specialist to 
assure appropriate test preparation, 
and introductions to professional 
mentors in the field. 
    The second grant of $713,000 

from HRSA’s Advanced Education 
Nursing Program will be disbursed 
over three years to the College’s 
Post-Masters Nurse Education 
Certificate Program (PMNE). 
PMNE will prepare nurses at the 
master’s level to teach nursing in 
institutions of higher education 
and health care settings throughout 
the Bronx and metropolitan New 
York. The program will focus 
on preparing future faculty from 
culturally diverse students who will, 
in turn, teach and foster learning in 
other multicultural undergraduate 
students, serve as mentors, provide 
staff development in health care 
settings, and develop competencies 

in the use of technological resources 
in the classroom.
   The third and fourth grants 
both award either stipends or 
scholarships to meritorious though 
disadvantaged students who might 
not otherwise possess the means to 
attend the Nursing Program. These 
grant awards are from HRSA’s 
Scholarships for Disadvantaged 
Students and Advanced Education 
Nursing Traineeships grant 
programs and represent awards 
to the College of $142,000 and 
$26,000 respectively for a single 
year only.

   The New Rochelle City Council 
had a very busy summer.  We made 
progress on several significant 
priorities, including environmental 
conservation, public parking 
improvements, and a franchise 
agreement with Verizon for FiOS 
service in New Rochelle.  Following 
are several highlights.
Council Considers “Green” 
Initiatives
Report Received from 
Environmental Advisory 
Committee
   All communities have an 
increasingly urgent responsibility 
to serve as effective stewards of 
the environment.  New Rochelle 
has compiled an excellent record of 
preserving open space, enhancing 
water quality in Long Island Sound, 
and, in other respects, promoting 
environmental goals, but there is 
far more than can and should be 
done.  In order to better identify 
environmental priorities, the 
City Council last year appointed 
an Environmental Advisory 
Committee.  Earlier this month, the 
Committee issued its first report.  
   The Committee’s chief 
recommendations include: adoption 
of zoning guidelines and building 
codes that promote green building 
design, the phased conversion 
of our sanitation fleet to hybrid 
electric power, enhanced public 
education to encourage green-
friendly practices community-
wide, comprehensive policies to 
protect valuable open space, and 
energy conservation measures for 
government buildings.
   We have asked our staff to react to 
these recommendations and present 
to the City Council a legislative 
action plan in September.  I will 
push vigorously for a thoughtful 
sustainability policy that protects 
public health, conserves natural 
resources, and curbs the emission 
of greenhouse gases.
Lecount Square Project Amended 
to Triple Office Space
New Design Include 400,000 
Square Feet of Office, Reduces 
Residential Component
   Lecount Square is the mixed-use 
development slated for construction 
on the downtown block bounded by 
Huguenot, North, Anderson, and 
Lecount.  The developers of Lecount 
Square announced this month a 
significant shift in the proposed 
composition of the project, tripling 
the planned office component from 
126,000 to almost 400,000 square 

feet, while reducing the number of 
residential units from 527 to 258. 
   As in the previous plan, two towers 
would rise from a three-level retail 
podium.  However, the north tower 
would contain only office space 
with the first two floors above the 
retail featuring financial trading 
floors with 40,000-square-foot 
floor plates. The remaining office 
floors would have floor plates of 
approximately 23,500 square feet. 
The total height of the north tower 
would be reduced from 500 to 375 
feet.
   The south tower, which would 
retain its planned height of 500 feet, 
would have a hotel on the lower 
thirteen floors with residences on 
the remaining upper floors. The 
hotel would have 209 rooms. 
There would be 200 residences 
in the south tower and 58 in the 
adjacent loft building.  The mix 
of retail and restaurants would 
change slightly, with 200,000 
square feet of retail, up from 
180,192 square feet, and 12,000 
square feet of restaurant space, 
down from 22,000 square feet. 
   On balance, I am pleased 
with this new configuration.  
Developing office space in 
close proximity to mass transit 
is consistent with the City’s 
commitment to smart growth.  In 
addition, office space will enliven 
the daytime streetscape, and 
provide for a balanced twenty-
four hour population that supports 
and attracts new businesses.
   Lecount Square must still 
complete its environmental 
analysis, architectural peer review, 
and a series of other steps before it 
receives final approval.  Presuming 
that the issues associated with such 
reviews are resolved successfully, 
construction should begin later this 
year or early next year.
Public Parking Improvements 
Coming to Downtown
Council Reviews Multi-Year 
Parking Plan
   The provision of safe, attractive, 
and convenient public parking is an 
essential complement to our ongoing 
downtown revitalization efforts.  
As previously reported, the City 
commissioned a major block-by-
block analysis last year to identify 
parking needs and opportunities.  
This month, our staff followed up 
with a detailed multi-year plan, 
outlining improvements at various 
lots and funding streams to support 
infrastructure enhancements.  The 

Council has already allocated funds 
to upgrade the parking stations at 
our Transit Center and will shortly 
act to install new on-street meters.  
During the next six years, each of our 
surface lots will receive new design 
treatment, landscaping, signage, and 
use-friendly technology.  Funding 
would come from meter and permit 
rates, with no expenditures from 
our general operating budget.
City Welcomes Verizon FiOS 
Franchise Agreement Offers 
Television and Internet Choice
   The City Council has voted 
unanimously for a franchise 
agreement that would make 
Verizon’s FiOS service, which offers 

high-speed internet, television, 
and telephone, available to New 
Rochelle residents. Cablevision and 
its Optimum service will continue 
to be available in New Rochelle, 
providing our residents with 
competitive options.
Flood Control Efforts Move 
Forward
Council Allocates $120,000 for 
Engineering Analysis of Storm 
Water and Sanitary System
   The City undertook a preliminary 
examination of our sewer and 
storm water infrastructure in the 
aftermath of the April 15th floods.  
This examination revealed several 
blockages and flaws that have 
since been corrected, but also 
noted multiple sites that require 
more detailed engineering analysis.  
During its July meeting, the City 
Council unanimously approved 
a $120,000 expenditure for this 
purpose.  Once completed, this 
new, in-depth report will serve as a 

precursor to capital improvements 
aimed at mitigating or preventing 
future flooding.  Depending upon 
the price tag for recommended 
improvements, the City may 
choose to undertake this work on a 
phased basis, through a storm water 
management district, or utilizing 
grants.
Council Targets Retail
City Moves Aggressively to 
Recruit Wider Range of Stores
   With the success of our recent 
downtown revitalization efforts, 
New Rochelle now has a significant 
opportunity to attract a wider 
range of quality retailers to our 
central business district.  The City 
Council discussed last month a 
retail initiative, which would 
blend market analysis with an 
assessment of the City’s physical 
and demographic assets.  Working 
with the Business Improvement 
District and the Chamber of 
Commerce, we intend to retain 
a professional retail consultant 
to develop an action plan for 
expanding our retail base to provide 
expanded choices to shoppers.  I 
am determined that the product 
of this effort be highly specific, 
so that it can be implemented 
swiftly – we don’t need a report 
that states the obvious and then 
gathers dust on a shelf.  This 
initiative will permit the City to 
engage more constructively with 
developers and property owners 
in discussions about retail tenants, 
and permit us also to “brand” New 

Rochelle in a manner that benefits 
and attracts unique, smaller stores.  
The overall reaction of the Council 
to this initiative was very positive.
Residential Rehab Program to 
Assist With Home Repairs
New Program Will Benefit 
Low and Moderate Income 
Homeowners
   Many homeowners of low to 
moderate income, particularly 
seniors, find it difficult to maintain 
their properties.  As a result, some 
New Rochelle residents live in 
substandard conditions, and the 
overall quality of our housing stock 
is gradually diminished.  In an 
effort to address these challenges, 
the City is considering the creation 
of a Residential Rehab program to 
provide no-interest loans, payable 
at the time of sale or transfer of 
property, to qualified homeowners 
who meet income eligibility 
standards.  Loans of between 
$15,000 and $75,000 would be 

available.  The program would be 
funded entirely by federal grants, 
with no local tax dollars employed.  
We expect this new program to be 
up and running, with applications 
available either late this year or 
early next year. 
Crime Rate Falls 9.6% In First 
Half of 2007
New Rochelle Continues to be 
Among Safest Cities of Its Size
   Serious crime in New Rochelle 
fell almost ten percent in the first 
half of 2007, compared to the same 
period in 2006.  Our crime rates in 
recent years have been among the 
lowest in the last four decades, and 
rank New Rochelle as the safest 
city of its size in New York State, 
and the fourth safest city of its size 
nation-wide.
See the Changes On Division 
Street
BID Completes Signage and 
Façade Improvements
   The Business Improvement 
District has worked with downtown 
property owners to substantially 
rehabilitate and enhance the 
appearance of older buildings.  The 
BID recently completed a renovation 
of a large portion of Division Street, 
between Huguenot and Main, with 
new signage, awnings, and façade 
treatments.  The result is impressive 
and helps to realize Division’s 
charming potential.  Come see for 
yourself!
New Rochelle Campership Fund 
Celebrates Fifty Years of Service
Benefit Dinner on September 
26th
   The New Rochelle Campership 
Fund will celebrate its 50th 
Anniversary with a fund-raising 
dinner on September 26, 2007 at 
the Davenport Club.
   Since 1957, the Campership 
Fund has provided opportunities 
to more than 20,000 New Rochelle 
children who could not otherwise 
afford a summer camp experience. 
Youngsters are selected by local 
not-for-profit agencies based on 
financial need and receive full or 
partial funding for camp. This year, 
the Campership Fund has allocated 
approximately $70,000 to provide 
500 children with a chance to go to 
camp.
   On September 26th, the 
Campership Fund will celebrate 
its 50th Anniversary with a fund-
raising dinner at the Davenport 
Club.  The local agencies that 
support Campership’s mission will 
be recognized on this occasion.
   I have had the privilege of serving 
on the Campership Fund’s Board 
of Directors, and, in this capacity, I 
invite you to join us on September 
26th in support of a wonderful 
cause.  Dinner reservations are $65 
per person.   Additional information 
may be obtained by calling James 
Arles at 914-235-6407.  You 
can also learn more about the 
Campership Fund on its website 
www.campership.org.

   You Are Invited… to meet and 
march with George Washington 
on his horse. The Dobbs Ferry 
Historical Society, the Village of 
Dobbs Ferry, and the Patriot’s Park 
Committee are sponsoring a road to 
freedom walk through Dobbs Ferry 
on Sunday, August 19th. The walk 
begins at 1:00 PM at the corner of 
Southfield Ave. and Ashford Ave. 
(near Scaramella’s Restaurant). 
Follow George Washington and his 
horse in route of the Continental 
Army Soldiers on August 19, 
1781, and trace the first steps of 
Washington’s march of more than 
400 miles to Yorktown, Virginia.
Washington’s march from Dobbs 
Ferry to Virginia led to victory two 
months later at Yorktown and to the 
end of the Revolutionary War. After 
the walk, join us for commemorative 
activities, historical skits, and 
refreshments at the Mead House, 
12 Elm Street.
   Dobbs Ferry is the gateway to the 
Historic Hudson Valley. Bring your 
entire family to this exciting event. 
Rain date: August 26th.

Procrastination Alert: There 
has been a vacancy on the Zoning 
Board since October, 2006. There 
has been a vacancy on the Planning 
Board since January, 2007. I am 
urging the Town Board to appoint a 
member to both Boards by the end 
of August.

Here Today… Gone Tomorrow:  
Demolition is almost complete 
on the old Town Hall. The entire 
site will be used by the library. 
Estimated construction completion 
date: June, 2008. 

Join the discussion...express your 
thoughts...visit Paul Feiner’s blog: 

www.pfeiner.blogspot.com. 

Visit our new blog spot about East 
Hartsdale Ave: www.ehartsdale.

blogspot.com

The Feiner 
Report

By Paul Feiner, Greenburgh 
Town Supervisor

http://www.campership.org
http://www.PFEINER.BLOGSPOT.COM
http://www.EHARTSDALE.BLOGSPORT.COM
http://www.EHARTSDALE.BLOGSPORT.COM
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In Memoriam

In Memoriam Notice   
Westchester Times Tribune publishes paid obituaries (In Memoriam) of people who have lived, worked, or have 
family in Westchester County. All notices must be received by Friday, by 12:00 Noon, for inclusion in the next 

week’s edition. Place a paid notice by directing email 
 to WTTeditor@gmail.com.

Michael F. Ennis, a lifelong resident 
of Yonkers, passed away on August 
2, 2007 at St. John’s Hospital. 
He was 86. Michael was born in 
Yonkers to Michael F. and Susan 
Montague Ennis. He graduated 
from St. Joseph’s Grade School 
and from Gorton High School in 
1940. He then began working at the 
Otis Elevator Company as a stock 
clerk. He entered the U.S. Army in 
1942 and trained at an aeronautical 
school in Chicago before being sent 
to Italy, where he was a mechanic 
and assistant chief with the ground 
crew of a 15th army Air Force B-
24 Liberator bomber group that 
participated in more than 150 
combat missions. While overseas, he 
achieved the rank of sergeant. After 
the war, he returned to Otis Elevator, 

where he was employed in various 
office positions until the company 
left Yonkers in 1983. He married 
Catherine Toburn at Christ the King 
Church on September 6, 1947. He 
remained an active member of that 
Parish, serving as usher for over 50 
years. He was also a member of the 
Parish Council, served as a Trustee 
and was a Eucharistic Minister. In 
1952, he was elected commander of 
Yonkers City Post 1666, VFW, one 
of the earliest World War II veterans 
to reach that position. He remained 
a member until his death. He has 
been a Third Ward Democratic 
District Leader for over 25 years. He 
enjoyed playing golf and organized 
many golf outings. He is a longtime 
member of the Amackassin Club 
and a member of Senior Citizen 

Group 4. In addition to his beloved 
wife of 60 years, he is survived 
by his children, Kathleen Ennis 
of Yonkers, Patricia Fong and her 
husband, William Fong of Overland 
Park, KS; grandchildren, Michael 
Fong and Caroline Fong; sister-in-
law, Anna May Malcolm, as well as 
many nieces and nephews. He was 
predeceased by his brothers, Peter 
and William Ennis. Donations in 
Michael’s memory may be made 
to the Monsignor John J. Foley 
Scholarship Trust Fund, P.O. Box 
6, Yonkers, NY 10703. Visitation 
was at Whalen & Ball F.H. on 
Saturday and Sunday, 2 to 4 and 7 
to 9 pm. Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated in Christ the King 
Church on Monday, August 6, at 10 
am. Interment  followrd at St. Joseph 

Cemetery. WHALEN & BALL F.H. 
168 Park Ave., Yonkers (914)965-
5488 www.whalenandballfh.com 
 
Milos B.Z. Nemec, MD, an 
obstetrician and gynecologist 
beloved by his patients, family and 
friends alike for his remarkable 
dedication and indomitable spirit, 
died on August 3 at St. John’s 
Hospital of natural causes. He was 
83. Dr. Nemec, who was born in 
Czechoslovakia, in 1924, studied 
medicine in Prague, Germany 
and Zurich, Switzerland, where 
he graduated in 1955. He settled 
in Yonkers, New York, in 1959, 
in private practice and on staff at 
Yonkers General, St. Joseph’s and 
St. John’s Hospitals. Dr. Nemec was 
a Diplomate of the American Board 
of Obstetrics and Gynecology. He 
joined the American Association 
of Gynecologic Laparoscopists in 
its initial year, and was a pioneer of 
Gynecologic Laparoscopic Surgery. 
A founding member of the North 
American Menopause Society, 
he worked tirelessly in the study 
of medicine. Countless Yonkers 
mothers will remember his gentle 
and often heroic care. Doctors 
will remember his sharp mind and 
sharper sense of humor. And nurses 
of all ages, that he always called 
them “kid”. But most of all, he 
will be remembered as the rarest 
kind of man: true in character. He 
is survived by his wife of 44 years, 
Rita L. Nemec, a psychotherapist at 
Our Lady of Mercy Medical Center. 
Milos courted Rita throughout 
Europe before finally pursuading 
her to the United States where they 

raised two sons: Jan M.A. Nemec 
of Dobbs Ferry, an architect, and 
Andre M.A. Nemec, a screen-writer 
and producer in Los Angeles. Also 
holding him close to their hearts are 
his daughters-in-law, Caitlin Ewing 
Nemec and Shalini Jain Nemec, 
MD, his two grandchildren Ava and 
Bohdan Nemec, and scores of dear 
friends around the world. A Wake 
will be held at Whalen and Ball 
Funeral Home, 168 Park Avenue, 
Yonkers, NY on Monday and 
Tuesday from 2-4 pm and 7-9 pm. 
A Service was held at the Funeral 
Home at 11 am on Wednesday with 
cremation following at the Ferncliff 
Crematory. WHALEN and BALL 
FUNERAL HOME 168 Park Ave., 
Yonkers 914-965-5488 www.
whalenandballfh.com

Miss Margaret A. Quilty, loving 
sister and aunt passed away on 
August 2, 2007, at Nyack Manor, 
Valley Cottage, New York. 
Margaret was the daughter of 
Daniel E. and Margaret Sheehan 
Quilty of Yonkers. Margaret was 
born on April 3, 1919 and attended 
St. Mary’s School and Gorton High 
and was a graduate of New York 
University where she matriculated 
in the evening while fully employed 
with New York Telephone. 
Margaret’s career began in 1940 
where she was employed initially as 
an operator and during her 38 years 
of service rose to the Executive level 
as Area Sales Manager. She enjoyed 
visiting with customers throughout 
Westchester and Rockland Counties 
and was well received as a pleasant 
and knowledgeable representative. 

Before and after her retirement, 
Margaret traveled extensively 
visiting a wide range of locations 
in Europe and Asia. Her diaries 
illustrate the thrill and enjoyment 
she experienced as she fulfilled 
her dream of traveling. Her second 
desire in life was to become a teacher 
but life did not allow this as she 
responded to family responsibilities 
with commitment and dedication. 
She loved children and when she 
retired accepted the position of 
director of the Telephone Pioneer 
Preschool Screening-Lighthouse 
for the Blind. At the same time 
Margaret volunteered as an assistant 
in the Pre-K program at Christ the 
King School where she was highly 
regarded for her contribution to 
both the teaching staff and the 
children. She often heard her little 
students call out her name as she 
walked the North Yonkers area. 
Margaret was predeceased by her 
mother and father and her brother 
Daniel E. Quilty. She is survived by 
her brother Edward and sister-in-
law Rose Marie of Greenville, SC 
and sister-in-law Catherine Quilty 
of Yonkers, NY along with many 
loving nieces and nephews. Mass of 
Christian Burial was held Saturday, 
August 4 at 10:45 am at Christ the 
King Church interment to followed 
at St. Mary’s Cemetery. WHALEN 
& BALL FUNERAL HOME 168 
Park Ave., Yonkers 914-965-5488 
www.whalenandballfh.com 

   Though the Trustees do not meet 
formally in August, we are working 
on many initiatives to bring forward 
in the Fall.  The following is an 
overview of items for discussion 
and resolution 
in the coming 
months. 
   Our goal 
is to give 
advance notice 
of upcoming 
agenda topics 
so residents 
will be aware 
of emerging 
V i l l a g e 
business and 
can comment 
a c c o r d i n g l y 
on issues of 
interest. 
   The Trustees 
did add a second 
special meeting 
in July for the purpose of approving 
a contract for cable service with 
Verizon.  The July approval 
allowed our application to be heard 
at the meeting of the New York 
State Public Service Commission, 
enabling some residents to begin 
receiving FIOS services by late 
Fall.  Our agreement also provided 
for a cash stipend to the Village of 
$135,000 - $40,000 of which will 
be received immediately.  Some 
of these monies will be used to 
upgrade and modernize the School 
Village cable capabilities. 
   Many of the proposed Fall 
initiatives center around improving 
the quality of life in our Village.  As 
an example, the Trustees propose 
expanding the noise ordinance to 
prohibit deliveries and private trash 
removal from taking place between 
the hours of 11PM and 6AM.  At 
present, we have no code provision 
addressing this issue and residents 
are being disturbed at 4AM and 
5AM by commercial traffic. 
   Because we have a unique 
situation of residents living in very 
close proximity to the business 
district, we are mindful of the need 
to balance the interests of both. 
We also are considering a 
“chalking” law encompassing 
the business district portion of 
Pondfield Road and Park Place.  
This type of legislation allows our 
parking enforcement staff to issue 
violations for multi-hour meter 
feeding.  By curbing this practice, 
the turnover of parking spaces will 
increase benefiting shoppers and 
merchants.  Also, those with long 
term parking needs will be diverted 
to more appropriate locations 
and free up spaces on our most 
congested streets.  There will be 
a public hearing on this proposed 
code change at the September 10th 
Trustees meeting. 
   Another business district initiative 
in the very early stages of review is 
a policy to address the proliferation 
of merchandise displayed on the 

Mayor’s Column 
By Mary C. Marvin, Mayor of the Village of Bronxville

sidewalks.  We are approaching the 
issue primarily as a safety concern, 
though some of the merchandise 
and signage currently detracts 
from the beauty of our downtown.  

The outdoor 
merchandise 
c o n t i n u e s 
to grow, 
s o m e t i m e s 
r e n d e r i n g 
s i d e w a l k s 
i m p a s s a b l e 
w i t h o u t 
resorting to 
walking on 
curbs and in 
the tree wells, 
making safe 
pedestrian flow 
difficult. 
   Also on the 
agenda for a 
S e p t e m b e r 

10th Trustees’ 
Meeting is a public hearing on 
another sidewalk issue.  We will 
discuss the codification of a 
longstanding Village practice of 
requiring that homeowners, as 
well as merchants, be responsible 
for the repair and maintenance of 
their sidewalks.  The vast majority 
of communities across New York 
State require this not only as good 
practice, but as a code requirement.  
Our goal is to promote safer 
pedestrian routes to encourage more 
walking throughout the Village.
   We are also focusing on both the 
service at and physical condition of 
our Post Office.  Village officials 
have met with the management of 
the Post Office as well as a regional 
Post Office representative to 
discuss improvement.  Since most 
of our residents require the services 
of our local station and the building 
holds a prominent location in our 
Village, our attention to the quality 
of service and general upkeep is 
clearly warranted. 
   The Board of Trustees continues 
to work with the School Board 
to engage experts in solving the 
flooding problems both in the 
school environs and other low 
lying areas.  We await a final report 
from Folchetti Engineering who 
conducted our initial analysis and 
we will continue to work in concert 
with School officials to seek cost 
effective flood abatement remedies. 
   We anticipate a very busy fall.  
Please continue to reach out to 
Trustees and Village staff with 
your ideas and concerns.  To help 
facilitate on-going interaction, 
please fill out and return our village 
information card mailed to each 
residence last week.  With your 
help, we hope to create a Village 
wide multi-media information 
network by year’s end.

ALBANY, NY -- Assemblyman 
Joseph R. Lentol announces the 
signing of the Umbilical Cord 
Blood Bill into law by Governor 
Elliot Spitzer, Chapter 427 of 2007. 
   This legislation requires the NYS 
Department of Health to develop a 
program to make the public aware 
of umbilical cord banking and to 
develop educational programs about 
the benefits of cord blood banking. 
   Assemblyman Joseph R. Lentol 
said, “I believe this bill may be 
one of the most important we pass 
for expectant families this year. 
Many young couples and growing 
families do yet not know how 
important it is to consider storing 
umbilical cord blood after the birth 

NYS Assemblyman Lentol’s Umbilical Cord Blood 
Bill Passed into Law 

 
Lentol Bill Makes New York the First State to Mandate Education for 

both Consumers and Healthcare Providers
of a child – even though storing 
umbilical cord blood could be a 
life saver if someone in their family 
develops certain serious diseases.” 
   Umbilical cord blood has shown 
great benefits to medical research 
because it is rich in blood stem 
cells. To date, cord blood stem cells 
have been used in treating many 
illnesses and disabilities including 
leukemia, myelodysplastic 
syndromes, lymphomas, inherited 
red cell cancers and more. 
   The stem cells in cord blood are 
very important because they make 
many different types of cells in the 
body, including blood cells that 
carry oxygen, fight disease, and 
help stop bleeding. The cord blood 

can been transplanted in people 
to fight disease because it does 
not need to be perfectly matched 
to the person who receives it. 
   Lentol continued, “The option 
to store blood must become better 
known. Pregnant women should 
be receiving information early so 
they can make an educated decision 
about whether or not to store their 
umbilical cord blood after birth, 
especially since there are now more 
than 60 diseases that can be helped 
through cord blood transplantation.” 
   New York’s legislation will help 
directly address study data published 
in the Journal of Reproductive 
Medicine, indicating that while 
many expectant parents have heard 

of/know a little about umbilical 
cord blood banking, only 14 percent 
of those people were educated by 
their healthcare professionals. – 
this legislation will help everyone, 
doctors and patients alike get the 
information that they need to make 
the right choices for their children.” 
   Lentol concluded, “I am very 
proud of this legislation. Families 
need solid reliable information in 
order to determine what to do with 
their newborn’s stem cells. This 
bill will help ensure that happens.” 
   To learn more about Umbilical 
Cord Stem Cells, visit the 
www.cordbloodawareness.org 
Website.

   It is Back-to-School time and 
maybe time for a tax break, too.  
Whether you are paying for a 
college education or a teacher 
buying items for your classroom, 
education credits and deductions 
can help lower your tax bill.
   The Hope Credit, Lifetime 
Learning Credit or the Tuition and 
Fees Deduction may help offset the 
cost of higher education for you, 
your spouse and your dependents. 
   The amount of these credits 
and deductions are based on the 
qualified education expenses, such 
as college or vocational school 
tuition and enrollment fees, that 
you paid during the year and 
may be limited by your modified 
adjusted gross income.  Room 
and board, insurance or personal 
living expenses are not considered 
qualified education expenses.
   The Hope Credit, which is up to 
a $1,650 tax credit per student per 
year, is available for only the first 
two years of college or vocational 
school. 
   The Lifetime Learning Credit, 
which is up to a $2,000 tax credit per 
tax return, applies to undergraduate, 
graduate and professional degree 
courses and there is no limit to the 
number of years you can take this 
credit. 
   The Tuition and Fees Deduction, 
which is up to a $4,000 deduction 
from your income, applies to 
undergraduate, graduate and 
professional degree courses.  This 
deduction may be beneficial as the 
modified adjusted gross income 
limits are higher than the thresholds 
for the Hope and Lifetime Learning 
Credits.
   Are you paying Student Loan 
interest?  You may be able to deduct 
up to $2,500 from your income per 
tax return.  Student Loan interest 
may be deducted even while your 

Help Offset Education Costs with  
Tax Credits and Deductions

student is in school if you are paying 
the interest immediately rather than 
deferring the payments.
   You cannot claim the Hope Credit, 
Lifetime Learning Credit and the 
Tuition and Fees Deduction for the 
same student in the same year.  You 
will want to choose the credit or 
deduction that provides the greatest 
benefit. However, you can claim 
the Student Interest Loan deduction 
and one of these other benefits 
simultaneously.
   Students and parents of students 
are not the only ones who can claim 
a Back-to-School tax benefit.
   As summer comes to an end, many 
teachers and other eligible educators 
are preparing for the start of the 
new school year. That preparation 
could include purchasing items for 
the classroom from personal funds. 
Be sure to keep your receipts. These 
out-of-pocket classroom expenses 
can be deductible.
   As an educator, you may be able to 
deduct up to $250 for expenses paid 
for the purchase of books, computer 
equipment and classroom supplies. 
If you and your spouse are filing 
a joint return and both are eligible 
educators, the maximum deduction 
is $500.
   To find out more about the 
deduction for educator expenses, 
including who qualifies for this 
deduction, check out the IRS Web 
site at IRS.gov. In the search field, 
type in the key words “educator 
expenses.”  
   Additional information on the 
Hope and Lifetime Learning Credits, 
Tuition and Fees Deduction and 
Student Loan Interest Deduction is 
available in Publication 970, Tax 
Benefits for Education, found on 
the IRS Web site at IRS.gov or by 
calling 800-TAX-FORM (800-829-
3676).

   Even though you may be on 
vacation, the IRS is always at work 
thinking about taxes!  
   August and the “Dog Days 
of Summer” are 
upon us.  Taxes 
are probably the 
furthest thing from 
your mind.  But 
now, months before 
the end of the year 
and the start of tax 
season, is a good 
time to takes steps 
to lower your tax 
bill.  
Take the “Saver’s Credit” for 
example.  
   One way for low and moderate 
income Americans to save on taxes 
is by saving for retirement.  If you 
make voluntary contributions to 
an employer-sponsored retirement 
plan or to an individual retirement 
arrangement, you may be able to 
take a tax credit. 
   Formally known as “The 
Retirement Savings Contributions 
Credit”, the Saver’s Credit applies 
to:
• Individuals with incomes up to 
$25,000 ($37,500 for a head of 
household)
• Married couples, filing jointly, 
with incomes up to $50,000
• Persons who are at least age 18, 
not a full-time student and cannot 
be claimed as a dependent on 
another person’s return.
   You may be able to take the credit 
of up to $1,000 (up to $2,000 if 
filing jointly) if you make eligible 
contributions to a qualified IRA, 
401(k) and certain other retirement 

Saver’s Credit for 
Retirement Savings 

Contributions
IRS Summertime Tax Tip

plans.  The amount of the credit 
is determined by your filing 
status, your adjusted gross income 
(AGI), and your other retirement 

contributions.
   The credit is 
a percentage of 
the qualifying 
c o n t r i b u t i o n 
amount, with the 
highest rate for 
taxpayers with the 
least income.
   When figuring 
this credit, you 

must subtract the amount of 
distributions you have received 
from your retirement plans from 
the contributions you have made. 
This rule applies for distributions 
starting two years before the year 
the credit is claimed and ending 
with the filing deadline for that tax 
return.
   The Retirement Savings 
Contributions Credit is in addition to 
other tax benefits which may result 
from the retirement contributions. 
For example, most workers at these 
income levels may deduct all or part 
of their contributions to a traditional 
IRA. Contributions to a 401(k) plan 
are not subject to income tax until 
withdrawn from the plan.
   For more information, review 
IRS Publication 590, Individual 
Retirement Arrangements and 
Form 8880, Credit for Qualified 
Retirement Savings Contributions 
which include the instructions. 
The publication and form can be 
downloaded at IRS.gov or ordered 
by calling 800-TAX-FORM (800-
829-3676).
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 The Persians called it 
azure, that special shade of blue 

that God uses to paint the sky on 
still, clear summer days.
 An adjective for summer 
stillness seems an odd name for a 
full sized sedan with a rumbling 
V-8 engine. But then, the purpose 
of a Bentley Azure is not merely 
providing transportation.
 The Azure is the 
convertible version of the elegant, 
powerful, mile-devouring sedan 
designed for top-down road 
running on those summer days 
crafted from a celestial palate. On 

this morning, the road running 
through Massachusetts’ Berkshire 
Mountains was sun swept and 
empty as I left the rustic town scenes 
that provided years of inspiration 

Shifting Gears: Going Topless in New England
By Roger Witherspoon

for Norman Rockwell, put the top 
down and floored the accelerator.

 The twin turbos from the 
450-horsepower engine emitted 
a low rumble as the Azure shot 
forward, its automatic transmission 
zipping through its six speeds en 
route to 140 miles an hour. The 
Bentley Azure takes off like a sports 
car – going from 0 to 60 miles an 
hour in just 5.6 seconds – and tops 
out at just over 170 miles an hour. 
But 140 which, in this big sedan felt 
like a Sunday cruise at 50, was fast 
enough for New England roadways. 
Going topless was never quite this 

much fun.
 As you might expect 
from a car with a sticker pushing 
$355,000, the Bentley Azure is 
designed for enjoying the driving 

experience and the trip. And in this 
car, which is appointed like a luxury 
living room, it doesn’t matter if 
you’re going to the neighborhood 
store or across country. Getting 
there, in a Bentley, is just different 
from the trip in most other vehicles 
on the road.
 The Azure rides on 19-
inch wheels. That’s two inches 
smaller than the wheels on Bentley’s 
chief competitor, the Rolls Royce. 
But the Rolls is designed to ride 
higher, in the realm of an SUV, 
while the Bentley, at heart, is a 
racer whose take-off is quicker and 
whose top speed is 20 miles an hour 
faster than that of the Rolls Royce.
 The seats are hand 

stitched leather, and those in front 
may be heated and extended to 
better support the occupant’s thighs. 
And, if you push the button, there 
is a massage built in which works 
wonderfully well with the heat.
 It is, as you might expect 
a car of that caliber, a head turner. 
 An angler, staked out on a 
quiet lake just south of the Vermont 
border, pulled in a nice sized fish 
and was carefully removing the 
struggling catch from his hook 
as the Azure slowly rolled by. 
Distracted, he stood up for a better 
look – and the fish slipped from his 
hands and flopped back into the 
lake. The fisherman just laughed, 
and walked over for a closer look.

 Life’s like that in a 
Bentley. People stop, smile, wave, 
state and, if you’re parked, want 
to peer inside or sit in the padded 
leather seats, run their hands over 
the oak wood paneling and luxuriate 
under the azure New England sky. 
Few think of it as a racer easily 
capable of dusting most sports cars 
on the road.
 Inside, the Bentley has 
the other touches you might expect 
in a top of the line luxury set of 
wheels. The multi-function color 
screen pops up from the leather 
dashboard when the ignition comes 
on.  It serves as the information 
center, navigation screen and, if 
you’re parked, it is your color 

television screen. There are cameras 
in the rear bumper, and the view 
behind you shows up on the screen 
when the car is in reverse.
 The Azure also features 
AM/FM radio heard over a JL 
surround-sound stereo system, 
but lacks satellite radio, which is 
surprising for a car in that price 
range. The music system in the dash 
has as single CD and MP3 player, 
as well as a six-disc CD changer in 
the trunk, though the latter is not 
able to play downloaded discs. 
 But that is minor miss in 
a car that is nearly perfect and made 
for running topless on a perfect 
summer’s day.

2007 Bentley Azure
MSRP: $355,835
EPA Mileage: 11 MPG City; 16 

MPG Highway
As Tested  Mileage: 9 MPG 
Mixed
Performance/ Safety:
0 – 60 MPH: 5.6 Seconds
Top Speed: 171 MPH

6.75-Liter, twin turbo-charged 
Bentley V-8 engine producing 
450 horsepower and 645 pound-
feet of torque; 6-speed automatic 
transmission with manual shift 
mode; electronically controlled 
adaptive suspension; ventilated 
disc brakes; 19-inch alloy wheels; 

xenon headlights with power wash; 
electronic stability and traction 
control; four channel anti-lock 
brake system; driver and passenger 
side and front air bags; rollover 

protection system and rear seat roll 
bars.

Interior/ Comfort:
AM/FM radio with JL surround 
sound; in-dash CD and MP3 player; 
6-disc CD changer in rear; Bluetooth 
telephone communications; 
television reception and rear parking 
cameras; DVD-based navigation 
system with GPS positioning; 
leather seats and steering wheel; 
heated, adjustable front seats;  oak 
wood paneling.

Roger Witherspoon is automotive 
columnist to the Dallas Examiner, 
Westchester Times Tribune, and 
Yonkers Tribune, among other 

media.

Dear EarthTalk: I read that hybrid 
cars are actually less green-
friendly than even Hummers, 
because they have two motors and 
very environmentally damaging 
batteries. Is this true?
Renee Sweany, Indianapolis, IN

   The claim you read about was 
from “Dust to Dust: The Energy 
Cost of New Vehicles from Concept 
to Disposal,” a controversial study 
by researcher Art Spinella of 
Oregon-based CNW Marketing. It 
ranks more than 300 vehicles for 
their energy use over their entire 
lifecycles—from raw materials 
extraction and manufacturing, to 
driving and burning fuel, to the 
recycling and disposal of parts. 
What surprised even Spinella 
was how the Toyota Prius, the 
world’s most successful gasoline-
electric hybrid car, stacked up 
against General Motors’ behemoth 
Hummer, the modern poster child 
for unsustainable transportation. 
   “The Hummer over the lifetime of 
the vehicle ends up being less of a 
drain of energy on society in general 
than does the Prius,” wrote Spinella 
in his report. A key-determining 
factor was the hybrid battery’s use 
of nickel extracted from a Sudbury, 
Ontario mine that has emitted so 
much sulfur dioxide that acid rain 
has turned a once healthy nearby 
forest into a bleak landscape. That 
mine, however, which supplies 

Earth Talk
From the Editors of E/The Environmental Magazine

nickel for many industrial purposes 
and not just hybrid batteries, has 
cut pollution 90 percent since the 
1970s. 
   Another common criticism of 
hybrids is that their batteries will be 
a pollution threat once they land in 
the junkyard. But hybrid advocates 
insist that the nickel-metal hydride 
batteries found in the Toyota Prius, 
Honda Insight and other hybrids 
contain far fewer pollutants than 
the lead-acid varieties used in 
traditional cars. And initial worries 
that hybrid batteries would need 
replacement every few years have 
not borne out; Toyota says the 
batteries should go for 150,000 
miles, which they predict to be the 
car’s life expectancy. 
   Spinella pegs the life of the 
typical Prius bought new today at 
only 100,000 miles, and contrasts 
that against a predicted 300,000 for 
Hummers—meaning that, though 
Hummers burn more gas and emit 
more pollutants, they will last 
much longer. Additionally, Spinella 
factors in the added production costs 
of including two separate engines in 
the Prius—one that runs on gas and 
the other on electricity. 
   Most environmentalists challenge 
Spinella’s conclusions. Jim 
Kliesch, research analyst with the 
American Council for an Energy-
Efficient Economy (ACEEE), 
which publishes a yearly rating of 
the “Greenest and Meanest” cars, 

says the CNW study contradicts 
many other studies, including those 
conducted by the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology (MIT), 
Carnegie Mellon, Argonne National 
Labs, the Union of Concerned 
Scientists and others that place the 
green-friendliness of the Prius and 
other hybrids head and shoulders 
above many other vehicles and 
certainly the Hummer. 
   Spinella is “way off the mark,” 
says Kliesch, and scolds CNW for 
not having “Dust to Dust” peer-
reviewed for accuracy. “If you 
do some back-of-the-envelope 
calculations on their claims,” he 
says, “you’ll find that it takes about 
$286,500 in energy to produce 
and assemble a Prius, [which is] 
absurd.” 
   Toyota itself also disputes 
CNW’s findings. In a short rebuttal 
published in the Washington Post, 
Toyota vice-president Irv Miller 
said that the increased energy 
requirement to build a hybrid with 
two engines under the hood “is 
overwhelmingly made up for in the 
driving stage.” 
CONTACTS: “Dust to Dust,” 
c n w m r . c o m / n s s - f o l d e r /
automotiveenergy/; ACEEE, www.
aceee.org. 

Got an environmental question? 
Send it to: EarthTalk, c/o E/The 

Environmental Magazine, P.O. Box 
5098, Westport, CT 06881; or e-
mail: earthtalk@emagazine.com.

“A controversial study claims that the gas-guzzling Hummer is kinder to the environment than the fuel-sipping 
hybrid Prius. But its conclusions are overwhelmingly contradicted by many other studies that place the green-

friendliness of the Prius head and shoulders above many other vehicles including the Hummer.”

Photo courtesy of GM/Toyota

     YORKTOWN, NY --  The 
Westchester County Department 
of Health will be sponsoring a free 
rabies vaccination clinic for the 
cats, dogs and ferrets of Westchester 
residents on Sunday, August 19th 
in conjunction with The New 
Yorktown Animal Hospital in 
Yorktown.  
      The clinic will run from 11:00 
a.m. until 3:00 p.m. at the hospital, 
which is located at 271 Veteran’s 
Road.  Appointments are necessary. 
To make an appointment, or for 
more information on this event, 
please call the hospital directly at 
(914) 962-3111.
      All county residents are eligible 
to bring their dogs, cats and ferrets in 
for rabies vaccinations, which will 
be free of charge if no examination 
is given.  Examinations and other 
types of vaccinations will also be 
available at low cost during the 
clinic.  Cats and ferrets must be 
brought in carriers and dogs must 
be on leashes. Aggressive dogs 
must be muzzled. 

Free Rabies Vaccinations for Dogs, Cats and Ferrets 
           Under New York State law, 
dogs and cats must receive their first 
rabies vaccination no later than four 
months after birth. A second rabies 
shot must be given within one year of 
the first vaccination with additional 
booster shots given every one or 
three years after that, depending on 
the vaccine used.  Owners who fail 
to get their pets vaccinated and keep 
the vaccinations up-to-date may be 
fined up to $1,000. 
      “It is important for a pet owner 
to know that if a pet is not up-to-date 
with its rabies vaccinations and it 
has contact with a rabid or suspect-
rabid animal, the pet will either be 
euthanized or quarantined for up 
to six months,” said Dr. Lipsman.  
“A pet that is up-to-date with its 
vaccinations would only need to 
get a booster dose of vaccine within 
five days of the pet’s exposure to a 
known or suspect rabid animal,” he 
said.
            A change in an animal’s 
behavior is often the first sign of 
rabies.  A rabid animal may become 

either abnormally aggressive or 
unusually tame.  It may lose fear of 
people and become docile or it may 
become particularly excited and 
irritable.  Staggering, spitting and 
frothing at the mouth are sometimes 
noted in infected animals.  Adults 
should encourage children to avoid 
touching unfamiliar animals and 
to immediately tell an adult if they 
have been bitten or scratched by an 
animal. 
      All animal bites, scratches or 
contacts with animals suspected 
of having rabies must be reported 
to the Westchester County Health 
Department at (914) 813-5000.  
Outside of business hours, callers 
should follow instructions in the 
recorded message for reporting 
public health emergencies 24 hours 
a day.  
To learn more about rabies and its 
prevention, residents can also call 
the Rabies Hotline at (914) 813-
5010 to hear a taped message or 
visit the Health Department website 
at www.westchestergov.com/health. 
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www.verizonfios.com/double

No one compares to 
Verizon FiOS Internet. 

With speeds ranging from up to 10 Mbps to up to 50 Mbps, FiOS Internet is the fastest Internet. Period.
With FiOS Internet, you get the superior fiber-optic network straight to your door. Giving you speeds faster than 
you thought possible. Once you switch to Verizon FiOS, you’ll see the difference instantly. 

Get America’s fastest Internet and unlimited calling for $64.99 a month.
Now you can get blazing-fast Internet speeds of 20/5 Mbps and unlimited calling, all from Verizon. All on one bill. 
All for $64.99 a month (plus fees and taxes) for one year. That’s a savings of over $299 a year.* And that includes 
Home Voice Mail, Caller ID and Call Waiting. Plus a networking router and professional in-home installation.  
Call 1-888-367-4017 to sign up.   
Verizon FiOS. TV. Internet. Phone. From the superior fiber-optic network straight to your home.

Call 1-888-367-4017 to switch to Verizon FiOS today. 

Order online at verizon.com/ny/savebig1 and get your first 
month of FiOS Internet for FREE.

Introducing
Verizon Fiber-Optic 

Internet and  
Unlimited Calling

*Save over $299 per year off the standard month-to-month rates when you bundle and maintain Verizon Freedom EssentialsSM and Verizon FiOS Internet at up to 20 Mbps for one year. 

As a limited time offer and only for new Verizon FiOS Internet customers ordering Verizon FiOS Double Freedom ONLINE, Verizon FiOS Internet is free via a bill credit for the first month. Requires FiOS Internet 20/5 Mbps service and Verizon Freedom Essentials. Additional charges, taxes and other terms 
apply. Activation charges and early termination charges apply. Term commitment required. Speed and uninterrupted service not guaranteed. Calling plan includes residential direct-dialed domestic calls and calls to Canada only.

FiOS Internet customers purchasing Verizon voice service receive both services over fiber. Includes up to 8 hours battery backup (for non-IP voice service only). ©2007 Verizon. VRZN-FIOS-N0291-NY

FiOS Internet is the fastest Internet. Period. 
Verizon FiOS is the superior network. 
FiOS is the network of the future delivered today.

$299a year

SAVE OVER

http://www.verizonfios.com/internet

