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Harrison Recreation Department  
Concludes Summer Concert Series 

on High Note!

Front on saxaphone: Steve Chrictos, Scott Wenzel, Nino Palotti, Ken Martinelli;
2nd row on trombone: Milt Kaback, Wynn Walsh, Paul Miner;

Far rear l to r: piano: Don Gerundo; bass: Pat Iorillo; drums: John Bock;
Rear on trumpet: Tony Sabia, Jerry Lucadamo, Mark Kemenski, Rob Zambernardi

HARRISON, NY -- On a beautiful 
summer’s eve, with the sun slowly 
setting, outstanding music caressed 
the audience in Ma Riis Park, in 
downtown Harrison, NY.
   As they do every year, Harrison 
offers it’s residents and guests an 

opportunity to listen to live music 
on the lawn of the park every Tues-
day night. 
    With traffic controlled by Harri-
son’s finest, access to the local ice 
cream boutique, pizza parlors, and 
bakery, all contributed to what nor-

mally evolves into a perfect night.
   While this year’s season has drawn 
to a close, we can look forward to 
next year, as we sit back and relax 
when these fine musicians return, 
tantillizing us again with new songs 
and old standards.   

GREENBURGH, NY -- 
Greenburgh Town Supervisor Paul 
Feiner has called on his opponent in 
the Democratic primary, Suzanne 
Berger, to return contributions 
received from members of her law 
firm, Bryan Cave. Supervisor Feiner 
alleges her law firm received a 
contract from the Greenburgh Town 
Board, over Feiner’s objections, to 
review a major land use application.  
The contract could be worth six 
or seven figures. Other firms had 
expressed interest in bidding for the 
contract and had LOWER hourly 
rates.
   “Recently filed campaign finance 
reports revealed that my opponent’s 
campaign is being funded  by the 
lawyers at her law firm. Berger is 
the Greenburgh Democratic Party 
Chair. She is also counsel to the 
law firm that received the contract 
from the Town Board. Was Bryan 
Cave, Berger’s law firm, enriched 
by her influence as party boss? 
Were the contributions a form of 
appreciation?

Feiner Demands Democratic Party 
Chair Berger Return Campaign 

Contributions
Asserts Her Law Firm Received ‘No Bid’ Contract

   “If Attorney Susan Berger wants 
to play fair and demonstrate any 
modicum of integrity, she should 
agree to play by the same rules that 
I must comply with and refuse to 
take any additional money from 
Bryan Cave lawyers. If she does not 
return the money she has already 
received the town should revoke 

the contract and go out to bid,” 
challenged Supervisor Feiner.
    “My challenger in the race for 
Town Supervisor is allowed to raise 
funds from anyone — developers, 
applicants, lawyers, contractors. 
This provides her with an unfair 
fundraising advantage. The new 
ethics law prohibits incumbents from 
accepting similar contributions,” 
continued Feiner. Supervisor Feiner 
voted for the ethics law.
   “Attorney Berger has quickly 
taken advantage of the loophole in 
the recently enacted Town Ethics 
Law that lets her take contributions 
from people who do business with 
the Town. Berger’s law firm, Bryan 
Cave, Pittsburgh-based lawyers 
with a New York City office, 
received a major contract, over my 
objections, from the Town Council 
several months ago that will yield 
legal fees of at least $100,000, 
maybe as much as a million. You 
can be sure that she will share in 

New York Civic

  The flap over the Kahlil Gibran 
International Academy - in fact a 
proposed New York City public 
school on Sixth Avenue in Brooklyn, 
starting with 6th 
grade pupils - has 
taken a turn from 
an ideological 
dispute to an issue 
of incongruity.
   Khalil Gibran 
(1883-1931) was 
born in Lebanon into 
a Maronite Christian 
family.  He came to 
America in 1895, 
and was known as 
a poet and artist.  
He studied art in 
France under Rodin. 
Gabrin wrote about 
Christianity, and 
exposed corruption in the eastern 
churches.  His major work, “The 
Prophet”, published in 1923, is 
comprised of 26 essays, which 
describe various aspects of life in 
an uplifting manner.
   His writing can be compared with 
that of Norman Vincent Peale, both 
inspiring to believers and satisfying 

The Prophet Didn’t 
Foresee Myriad Problems 
Affecting His Eponymous 

Academy
 

By Henry J. Stern

to infidels. Nonbelievers are not 
threatened with decapitation or 
worse in his poetry or prose.  His 
early work expressed anti-feudal 

and anti-clerical 
sentiments.  Gibran 
died at the age 
of 48 of cirrhosis 
of the liver and 
tuberculosis. He 
was buried in his 
native Lebanon by 
his sister, Mariana, 
and a devoted 
supporter, Mary 
Elizabeth Haskell.  
He was not a 
Muslim.
   The Department 
of Education’s 
description of the 
school states that 

its “mission is to prepare students 
of diverse backgrounds for success 
in an increasingly global and 
interdependent society.  Our focus 
is on holistic student development 
and rigorous academics.  Through 
our multicultural curriculum 
and intensive Arabic language 

THE BRONX, NY -- It’s the 
perfect summer-time play date, as 
the Bronx Zoo hosts the second 
annual Fisher-Price® Play Week 
from Monday, August 20 through 
Sunday, August 26. Young Zoo-
goers and their parents can enjoy a 
special playtime experience at the 
Bronx Zoo. 
• Diego from Nick Jr. Go Diego 
Go! Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday: staggered appearances from 

Bronx Zoo Play Week ~ 
It’s All About Fun!

Through Aug 26, 2007

11:00am - 4:00pm  
• And characters from the new 
Fisher-Price Planet Heroes DVD- 
Ace from Earth and Digger from 
Mars Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday 
and Sunday staggered appearances 
from 11:00 AM - 4:00 PM  
And there’s more...  
•  Storytelling with LuAnn Adams 

   Thank you for your help in ensuring 
a most successful season at the 
Chemka Pool.  The 
attendance reached 
what is probably 
an all-time high 
and your support of 
this facility is most 
appreciated.  This 
facility is perhaps 
one of the finest 
in the area and is a 
welcoming place for 
everyone to enjoy.  
The appearance 
of the pool and 
its grounds, the 
c o n s c i e n t i o u s 
lifeguards and friendly staff is 
something all of us take pride in.  
The Village summer camp for our 
young residents once again offered 
perhaps the most enjoyable, fun 
summertime learning/sharing 
experience a community can offer.
   As a summer ends I want to report 
on the level of activity performed 
by the Department of Public Works.  

Village of  
Hastings-On-Hudson  

End of Summer Message
By  Francis A. Frobel,   

Village Manager

Despite hot humid weather the men 
of sanitation division continued to 

provide curbside 
pickup of not 
only the normal 
household trash, 
recyclables; but 
metals, bulky waste 
and yard waste on 
a consistent and 
reliable basis. The 
men of the highway 
division this 
summer rebuilt over 
half a dozen catch 
basins, prepared 
roads in advance of 
the road resurfacing 

program, performed the roadside 
brush cutting work, accomplished 
road maintenance task, replaced and 
repaired burned-out street lights, 
performed routine street sweeping 
and oversaw the  maintenance of our 
various parks.  Management of the 
department will continue to work 
with the Village arborist and provide 

   Incumbent mayor and candidate 
for a second and final four-year 
term, Phil Amicone has truly 
not understood the machinery of 
political bridge-building, from the 
boots on the ground perspective, 
as much as being a good student of 
mimicking text-book engineering 
feats of short duration to attain a 
seemingly good grade to pass his 
test as Yonkers’ mayor for the last 
two years of his current four-year 
term.
   His political courtship of the 
master political self aggrandizer, 
ex-Senator Nicholas Spano, is 
truly a last and desperate hurrah to 
maintain power and influence by 
the ruling political junta of Yonkers. 
The winner here is Nick Spano. 
After he gorges himself and family 
on the Republican corpus over 
two decades, he, not surprisingly, 
kills the body that feeds him and 
his family, while he himself loses 

Pigs 
Get Fat, 
Hogs Get 

Slaughtered 
By Vox Populi

YONKERS, NY -- See your business 
featured in “YONKERSopoly,” 
the first ever Yonkers board game.  
“YONKERSopoly” will feature 
local businesses and organizations, 
and plays just like the world’s most 
popular board game.  This is a fun, 
memorable way to advertise your 
business and show pride in your 
community.
   Your advertisement will literally 
be in the hands of 1,000 local 
residents.  You will get continuous 
advertising benefits every time the 
game gets played.  Players will 
be clamoring to “land on” your 
business and “invest” in it.  Be a 
part of the competitive fire that 
board games inspire in players.  
   Don’t miss your opportunity to 
get in on the fun.  There are dozens 
of sponsorship opportunities at 
various levels, including: 
   *For $500 your business gets a 
“property” space on the board. In 
your space you can include your 
logo (for a mere additional $15) and 
your business address and phone 
number (28 opportunities).  

   *Sponsor the “Fate” or “Yonkers” 
cards for $750 (2 opportunities)
   *Take an eye-catching corner spot 
for $750 (4 opportunities)  
   *Take all three “Fate” or “Yonkers” 
spaces, plus cards for $1,500 (2 
opportunities)
   *Place a four-color advertisement 
in the center of the board for $1,000 
(2 opportunities)
    Also, make a commitment to 
buy games.  They make great gifts 
for friends, family and clients, or 
you can sell them at your business.  
Games will be available well in 
time for the holidays.  
    Proceeds from the production and 
sale of “YONKERSopoly” will go 
to support Saint Joseph’s Medical 
Center.  Be a part of this year’s 
most fun, inexpensive and targeted 
advertising opportunity.  Get into 
the game by calling Sandy Annabi, 
Provider Relations Coordinator 
at St. Joseph’s Medical Center at 
914-378.8109 or by direct email to 
Yonkersopoly@aol.com. Reserve 
your space today. 

BRONXVILLE, NY and 
YONKERS, NY -- For many 
families the first school experience 
brings mixed emotions. It is exciting 
for your child to start a new school, 
make new friends and become part 
of a school community however, it 
may also be worrisome with a first 
school experience, a new school, 
new teachers and the changes they 
bring. 
   For preschoolers, school should 
be a warm, loving, nurturing 
environment where the first seeds 
of learning are planted.  As a parent, 
you and your child’s teacher should 
be working together to make sure 
that your child’s transition to the first 
school experience is a positive one. 
Sometimes, your child’s transition 
may be difficult and may require 
intervention and the cooperation 

Navigating 
the Special 
Education 

Process in the 
Early Childhood 

Years 
By Margaret M. Murtagh and 

John M. Murtagh

mailto:Yonkersopoly@aol.com
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On the 
Level 

with Hezi Aris on 
WVOX-1460 AM 

Radio 

NEW ROCHELLE, NY – Mount 
Vernon Mayor Ernest Davis is 
our guest. The show will be heard 
August 28, 2007, live on the On 
the Level with Hezi Aris radio 
show heard on WVOX-1460 AM 
on your dial or by streaming audio 
technology on your computer, from 
10:00 am through 11:00 am. 
   Also, listen to the Hezi Aris, this 
Thursday, August 30   , at 8:30 am, 
as he discusses events impacting 
Westchester politics with Bob 
Marrone, host of Good Morning, 
Westchester. Join Bob Marrone 
every day from 6:00 am through 
9:00 am daily during your daily 
commute.
   The call-in talk show format 
invites your perspective; share your 
thoughts. Call us at 914-636-0110. 
Those who call are asked to please 
stay on topic.

It’s no wonder that people are sick 
and tired of the Greenburgh Town 
Council. Dirty politics seems to be 
their stock and trade. First they meet 
secretly with a developer to try to 
cut a deal for themselves, now they 
are lying about their opponents. 
I received a telephone “poll” last 
week and was asked that if I knew 
that candidate Kevin Morgan 
supported the policies of President 
Bush would I be less likely to 
vote for him for Town Council? 
Why would Democratic primary 
candidates attack their fellow 
Democrats in such an unfair way? 
I know Kevin Morgan and I know 
that he does not support the policies 
of George Bush - not to mention 
the fact that national policies have 
nothing to do with Greenburgh 
government. What is the purpose 
for these divisive tactics? How 
will Democrats address such 
unethical behavior from supposedly 
democratic candidates who are 

really a blight on the party? They 
are making it up, just like the 
last election. Two years ago the 
Westchester County Fair Campaign 
Practices Committee found that 
Frances Sheehan and Diane Juettner 
lied when they stated Kevin Morgan 
didn’t support a woman’s right to 
choose. Guess what, they are lying 
again. I’m voting for Kevin Morgan 
for Town Council. It looks like the 
Westchester County Fair Campaign 
Practices Committee is going to 
have its work cut out for them again. 
Greenburgh needs a fair election with 
fair protection for true democrats. 

Garrett Cronin  
White Plains, NY

Readers are invited to share 
their thoughts, up to 200 words. 
Submissions must have contact 

information and may be edited as  
necessary. Submit to:  

WTTeditor@gmail.com

instruction, students graduate with 
the skills they need to become 
empowered independent thinkers 
who are able to work with cultures 
beyond their own.  Students 
graduate with a deep understanding 
of different cultural perspectives, 
a love of learning, and a desire for 
excellence, with integrity preparing 
them for leadership in today’s 
constantly changing global world.” 
   It would not take a Holden 
Caulfield to recognize that language 
as completely phony. You could 
substitute any language for the word 
Arabic, and use the same boilerplate 
to describe the school.  Whichever 
staffer or consultant at Tweed wrote 
it receives our grudging credit.  S/he 
should next try spinning straw into 
gold. His/er writing is fantastic.
For better or worse, controversy 
struck the as yet unborn school 
last week after the principal-
designate, Debbie Almontaser, saw 
some  “Intifada NYC”, T-shirts, 
which were being sold by an Arab 
women’s group with whom she 
shared office space downtown. 
When reached by the press, Ms. 
Almontaser defended the use of the 
I-word. She said it was non-violent 
and meant to inspire girls to shake 
off “oppression”.  Intifada is the 
word used to describe the Arabs’ 
terrorist campaign against Israel 
which followed Yasser Arafat’s 
rejection of the Oslo accords in 
2003.  It carries the spirit of the word 
“blitzkrieg” or the phrase “Arbeit 
macht frei (Work Makes You Free).”  
   Under pressure from an 
international conspiracy, Ms. 
Almontaser recanted her support 
for the T-shirt slogan the next day, 
but her volte face was not enough 
to save her principalship, and she 
“resigned” Friday, with a letter to 
the Department of Education that 
is so hot that Tweed is keeping it 
secret.  They should be reminded 
that the Freedom of Information 
Law applies to the Department of 
Education as well, and that they 
should release the letter promptly, 

The Prophet Didn’t Foresee Myriad Problems 
Affecting His Eponymous Academy

before concocting another version. 
It is assumed that the letter will give 
some indication as to her actual 
sentiments.
   Monday, the Department of 
Education named a new principal 
for the Gibran school. She is 
Danielle Salzberg, 35, a program 
officer at a nonprofit which funds 
school programs.  She is Jewish, 
and does not speak Arabic.  How 
a non-Arabic speaking principal 
can serve the school’s mission as 
defined in their mission statement is 
not clear to us.  She doesn’t have to 
be an Arab, but at least she should 
be able to talk to the kids’ parents.
   When I was a youngster attending 
P.S. 152 and J.H.S. 52 in upper 
Manhattan, my parents thought 
that I too should learn about the 
language and customs of my tribe, 
even though we were living in 
America.   So they sent me to a 
place where I could do that. It was 
called HEBREW SCHOOL.  It 
met at 3:30, after the public school 
day ended. Classes were held in 
synagogues or community centers.  
The teachers were paid very 
modestly by the schools, and there 
was a small monthly fee for the 
students, which could be adjusted 
for children whose family income 
was low.
   Most of the Catholic kids also 
went for religious education.  They 
went to churches, as I recall, one 
afternoon a week (now Wednesday). 
They left at 2 p.m. under what was 
called “released time”.  The Jewish 
boys and girls usually stayed until 
3 p.m.  The released time program 
was the subject of controversy, 
but all the Catholics got was an 
hour off once a week to learn the 
catechism and various prayers. 
   If your parents wanted you 
to have a Catholic education, 
they could send you full-time to 
CATHOLIC SCHOOL, which was 
run by the church If one wanted a 
thoroughly Jewish education, there 
were private day schools which 
one could attend.  If one wanted 
a secular Jewish education, there 

were Workmen’s Circle schools 
which taught Yiddish. 

There were no separate public 
schools for Jews or Christians in 
those bygone days. In fact, we were 
at war with people who wanted 
to kill the Jews and enslave the 
Christians. 
   Some Jewish and interfaith 
leaders originally endorsed the 
Gibran Academy to demonstrate 
their fairness and lack of prejudice. 
After all, Gibran was something 
like the Deepak Chopra of his day, 
a reassuring figure.  He was from 
a different culture but he liked us.   
Supporters wanted to make the 
point that in a free country different 
cultures could be taught, which is, 
of course, in striking contrast with 
the Muslim world.  
   A few former allies have now 
backed off, saying that Ms. 
Almontaser’s remarks and the 
controversy surrounding them 
make it unlikely that the school can 
succeed as a non-political cultural 
institution.  If the school educates 
Arab teenagers who have chosen to 
attend specifically because of their 
Arab identity, it is quite likely that 
the school will be swept along in 
the passions of the day.
   The same would apply to a 
German-speaking school in the 
1930’s, which students would 
specifically select because of their 
interest in the Fatherland and its 
culture. The educrats would call this 
a cultural inclination, but it would be 
most unlikely for the school would 
specialize in the poetry of Heinrich 
Heine, although they might cover 
“Die Dreigroschenopera (The 
Three Penny Opera).” The school 
could become a Petri dish for 
whatever ideology was part of 
German identity at the time.  For 
the New York City school system 
to pour millions of dollars into such 
an institution would be a serious 
error, and it is likely that the great 
majority of taxpayers would feel 
that way.
   If you wanted a school specializing 

in Norwegian culture, or in the 
islands of Polynesia, or someplace 
without political consequences, 
that would remove some objections 
to ethnic segregation.  But it 
would be wiser for the schools to 
give Norwegian courses in a few 
selected locations in late afternoons, 
rather than taking children out of 
their neighborhood schools so that 
they can cluster with their parents’ 
friends’ children from the old 
country. 
   The entire venture seems to us 
to be based on misapprehension of 
what public schools are about. They 
are not intended to isolate New 
York City students by ethnicity or 
national origin.  Schools should 
help bring people together.  In the 
19th century the public schools 
were referred to as common 
schools.   There must be variations 
in program offerings in education 
since not every child has the same 
needs.  We need gifted education, 
special education and a variety of 
programs for different abilities and 
conditions.  But race, color, religion 
or national origin should not be 
factors used to promote division 
and fractionalization of the student 
body; not here, not anywhere.
   The New York dailies have 
covered this situation quite well and 
extensively. We give you links to a 
few of the principal stories on the 
Gibran matter. You can link to them 
if you wish further information and 
some fascinating detail. You will 
find one by Ms. Almontaser, who 
so far has been the protagonist in 
the drama.
Here are some links from the first 
week of the story:
• The New York Post was the first 
to cover it on August 6 with CITY 
PRINCIPAL IS ‘REVOLTING’ by 
Chuck Bennett and Jana Winter;
• The New York Sun on August 
7 reported ARAB SCHOOL 
PRINCIPAL SAYS SHE REGRETS 
INTIFADA REMARKS by 
Elizabeth Green; and
• An autobiographical article by 
Ms. Almontaser appeared in the 

Gotham Gazette under the title: 
NOT ALWAYS AS SWEET.
• On Saturday, August 11, the New 
York Times carried Julie Bosman’s 
story, headlined:  HEAD OF 
CITY’S ARABIC SCHOOL STEPS 
DOWN UNDER PRESSURE 
• In today’s The New York Post 
(August 14) a strange headline 
TAKING A JEW TURN, 
accompanies a large photograph of 
Ms. Salzberg, with glasses and wild 
wavy hair, her fingers on a computer. 
An inset shows Ms. Almontaser, 
wearing a hijab (a headcovering 
worn by devout Muslims), as she 
always does. Under the Salzberg 
photo is the subheadline, “New 
principal ‘Chosen’.” The story, by 
Chuck Bennett, leads: “A Jewish 
educator who can’t utter a phrase 
of Arabic has been tapped to head 
the city’s controversial Arabic-
themed school, officials announced 
yesterday. (Monday).
   We have clearly not seen the last 
of this educational experiment.

office at the pinnacle of his power. 
Yet, he manages to convince 
Amicone to save the remnants of 
his feeding group and begins to 
morph the remaining public Spano, 
Assemblyman and brother, into a 
“New” Democrat. The ex Senator 
is grafting his “organization” onto 
Amicone’s “body” to survive in an 
exchange of roles four years from 
now when brother Mike can finally 
take the helm.
   As long as voters understand this, 
Amicone is the person to continue 
on in City Hall. But this scenario is 
definitely a case of “voters beware.” 
What you buy is a “pig in a poke.” 
The Spanos will continue to get fat 
while the hogs around them will 
continue to get slaughtered.

Pigs Get Fat, 
Hogs Get 

Slaughtered 
From Page 1

   Mr. Zissman reminds us of the 
New York State Inspector General 
who, appointed by the Governor, 
could not seem to bring herself 
to investigate the “Troopergate” 
Affair concerning Republican State 
Senator Joseph Bruno 
because of her conflict 
of interest, so she 
signs off on Attorney 
General Cuomo’s 
report, all the while 
knowing she could the Attorney 
General the subpoena power he 
needed to investigate Governor’s 
Spiter’s Aides.
   Mr. Zisman, being a mayoral 
appointment finds “safe haven” 
in pursuing only those situations 
about which there is a public outcry, 
political outcry, or mayoral interest. 
As Inspector General for the City of 
Yonkers, this is shameful. What Mr. 

Is Mr. Zissman Ducking 
His Responsibility?

By Dr. Ed U. Cator and Vox Populi
Zissman should be doing in addition 
to his more obvious tasks is pre-
emptive or preventive investigating 
on the basis of good intelligence or 
the simple exercise of, if it looks 
like a duck, walks like duck, etc., 

it’s a sure bet it’s a 
duck theory.
   Must IG Zisman 
be told and directed 
to every exercise he 
conducts? Does he 

always need to have it laid out for 
him beforehand? Is he not sure 
about himself? There are issues in 
both City Hall and the Board of 
Education.
   The only conclusion one seems 
able to come to is that the IG, an 
otherwise good person, is more 
interested in assuming his next re-
appointment to office. 
   Mr. Zissman, where are you?

http://WVOX.com
http://WVOX.com
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holden_Caulfield
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holden_Caulfield
http://../Documents and Settings/Administrator/Desktop/New York Civic/articles07/fantastic.htm
http://www.nypost.com/seven/08062007/news/regionalnews/city_principal_is_revolting_regionalnews_chuck_bennett_and_jana_winter.htm
http://www.nysun.com/article/59954
http://www.gothamgazette.com/commentary/107.almontaser.shtml
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/08/11/nyregion/11school.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/08/11/nyregion/11school.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/08/11/nyregion/11school.html
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Like Klockwork

Weir Only Human

   In 1993, Rush Limbaugh wrote 
“The way things ought to be,” a 
part serious and part comical look 
at the way the US has been derailed 
from the common sense issues that 
made us the greatest country in the 
world. The man who serves up 3 
hours of witty, verbal entertainment 
5 days a week has deemed himself 
to be on “the cutting edge of 
societal evolution.” The talk show 
icon is famous for taking on the 
liberal establishment and pointing 
out the deterioration the country 
has suffered at the hands of those 
who have spent too much time in 
academia and not enough time in 
the real world. Just about the time 
that Mr. Limbaugh was writing his 
book, another conservative leader 
was fighting the good fight and 
paving the way for the Republican 
takeover of the House of Reps. 
Congressman Newt Gingrich of 
Georgia engineered that majority 
and soon thereafter became the 

Why Not Newt?
By Bob Weir

Speaker of the House. 
   Known for his staunchly 
conservative views, Gingrich, who 
resigned from congress in 1999, 
is a possible late entrant into the 
2008 presidential race. Recently, at 
a National Press Club appearance, 
the former Speaker spoke critically 
about the process that ultimately 
chooses a candidate. “We’ve 
invented a system where we’ve 
replaced big city machine bosses 
with consultant bosses. Read the 
newspaper coverage: ‘who’s your 
pollster? What advertising firm 
did you hire? Who did you hire in 
Iowa? Who did you hire in South 
Carolina?’ This is the new boss 
system. The job of the candidate 
is to raise the money to hire the 
consultants to do the focus groups 
to figure out the 30 second answers 
to be memorized by the candidates. 
This is stunningly dangerous,” he 
said. Mr. Gingrich went on to talk 
about the debate system (which 

he refers to as 
auditions) that 
s u p p o s e d l y 
helps the voters 
to select the best 
person for the 
job. 
   “Then you 
combine the 
stultifying, exhausting, shrinking 
process with the way these auditions 
have occurred. These aren’t debates! 
These are a cross between ’The 
Batchelor,’ ’American Idol’ and 
who’s smarter than a fifth-grader.” 
Talking about “gotcha” politics, 
Gingrich said: “Candidates are held 
to a rigidity standard, while their 
answers are held to a 30 second 
sound bite standard that is frankly 
absurd. ‘What’s your answer on Iraq 
in 30 seconds? What’s your answer 
on health care in 30 seconds.’” 
The former Speaker was talking 
about the ludicrous and demeaning 
process by which we select the 

person that we 
hope will lead us 
into the future. 
The question 
is, if we make 
a circus out of 
the process and 
the candidates 
submit like 

trained seals, how can we respect 
their leadership abilities? If the 
best they can do is follow the lead 
of paid consultants, how in the 
world can they be qualified to lead 
America? Perhaps we should elect 
their consultants. 
   Gingrich proposes a solution: “I 
believe that every candidate should 
be challenged to commit that if they 
are their party’s nominee, that they 
would agree to meet once a week 
with their main opponent and the 
two of them would have a dialogue. 
There are 2 core premises: The 
first is that it has to be open ended; 
you should give the answer the 

length your answer should be; the 
second is, it should be focused on 
a series of large questions around 
which people would be expected to 
bring solutions. I think two things 
would happen. First, an amazing 
percentage of the American people 
would watch and in the age of the 
Internet, all the dialogue would 
be cached and people could go 
back to it, people would analyze 
it and take it apart and I think the 
candidates would grow and change. 
The American people would have a 
remarkable sense after nine, ninety 
minute conversations in their living 
rooms about the two personalities 
and which person they thought had 
the right ideas, the right character 
and the right capacity to be a 
leader.” 
   Mr. Gingrich was saying what 
many Americans are probably 
thinking; that the current electoral 
system has become overly 
dependent on money and the 

ability of highly paid consultants 
to “groom” candidates and market 
them to the voters like breakfast 
cereal. “The Founding Fathers did 
not invent this process,” he said, 
“for the enrichment of consultants 
or for the cynical maneuvering 
of those who seek power. They 
invented this process to enable the 
American people to determine who 
they would lend power to. And the 
process should start with; what is 
the kind of campaign the American 
people need in order to have the 
kind of country they deserve?” 
   Like Mr. Limbaugh, Mr. Gingrich 
was talking about the way things 
ought to be.  Sadly, with his 
impeccable conservative credentials 
and proven leadership ability, the 
former mastermind of the “Contract 
with America,” is hardly a blip on 
the presidential radar screen. 

Bob Weir contributes to Yonkers 
Tribune and Westchester Times 

Tribune. BobWeir777@aol.com.

   In Shakespeare’s “A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream,” a mischievous 
spirit named Puck carved a niche 
for herself in literary history by 
observing to her master, whose 
engaging title was King of the Fairies, 
“Lord, what fools these mortals be!” 
   This exasperated outburst was 
occasioned by a romantic situation 
in the plot, involving a love 
quadrangle of hilarious convolution. 
   Puck was a household pixie 
who was playful by nature and 
totally baffled by what she saw as 
human foibles - four-party love 
affairs being but one of them. 
   Were she to reappear in America 
today, her impression of us would 
be largely shaped by what she 
observed on television and other 
media, there being relatively 
little social intercourse within so 
many of our modern families. 
   Mind you, we still chat among 
ourselves, but that tends to be after 
work, before bedtime and between 
commitments to telephones and 
other electronic intruders on our 

Lord, What Ghouls We American Mortals Be! 
  

By Joe Klock, Sr.

consciousness, the most voracious 
of which is the boob tube. 
   Time was (well, in my time, 
anyway) when Puck could 
have sat in on family meals, 
at-table conversations and 
even after-school tete-a-tetes 
between kids and their stay-at-
home Moms; but contemporary 
“tetes” tend to be bonded to 
things, rather than other people. 
   Increasingly, those things 
are dominated by violence, 
lawlessness, smut and licentious 
behavior, with Katie no longer 
barring the door against bad taste.  
   While Puck branded those 
midsummer miscreants as fools, 
she would likely describe a 
growing number of American 
mortals as ghouls - that term being 
defined as those who delight in the 
revolting, loathsome or morbid. 
   In the kinder, gentler days of 
its early life, TV was a welcome 
oasis of innocent merriment, 
wholesome entertainment, 
instruction and current news. 

   There were taboos 
- both codified 
and unwritten - 
against material that 
might offend little 
kids, responsible 
parents and average 
people with less 
than billygoat-
strong stomachs. 
   In the soap operas 
of that era, Portias 
may have had to face 
life, but they were 
not daily exposed to the demons 
of unbridled evil and unrestrained 
misdoings, which were then 
acknowledged and suggested, 
but never displayed with today’s 
excruciatingly detailed realism. 
   Dare we be horified about 
children who torture, kill and 
wallow in the fleshpots when 
such demeanor is almost de 
rigueur on the visual media? 
   Dare we rail against interpersonal 
cruelty when so many of our more 
popular shows and blockbuster 

films involve 
d e h u m a n i z i n g 
s i t u a t i o n s , 
h u m i l i a t i n g 
e x p e r i e n c e s 
and wholesale 
a b a n d o n m e n t 
of propriety? 
   Dare we preach 
peace and good 
will when so many 
“reality” shows 
portray such 
(happily) unreal 

situations as physical suffering, 
brutality, the ingestion of 
disgustingly unpalatable substances 
and inflictions of pain that would 
give pause to the Marquis de Sade? 
   Hey, I’ll grant you that in earlier 
flicks Hopalong Cassidy and Tom 
Mix offed an impressive number of 
bad guys, some furniture got broken 
up in fight scenes and everybody 
pretty much knew what ensued 
when cameras discreetly panned 
away from sweaty boudoir scenes. 
   But is wasn’t deemed necessary 

to splatter blood and body parts 
all over the screen, demolish 
whole fleets of cars, detonate 
nuclearlike explosions and portray 
copulation in clinical detail. 
   Neither are the mainstream print 
media blameless, even as their 
star fades in the firmament of 
communications. “If it bleeds, it 
leads” is still the governing mantra 
of editors almost everywhere, 
who plug in the libertine antics of 
celebrity trollops when they run 
short of disheartening hard news.  
   Aside: This column has frequently 
suggested that our metropolitan 
mullet wrappers devote maybe a 
couple of square inches of front 
page space to uplifting snippets of 
news, just for the heaven of it, but 
the idea has found no editorial favor. 
   Meanwhile, our youngsters 
- some from their tenderest and 
most impressionable years - 
have their noses buried in hand-
held devices which enable them 
to participate vicariously in 
indescribable mayhem and pursue 

a wide detour around what used 
to be the innocence of youth. 
   Mind you, I fully realize three 
things: That my protestations herein 
read like those of an out-of-step old 
geezer, that these public states of 
mind and morality are driven by the 
law of supply and demand and that 
everything I’ve railed against herein 
is protected by the First Amendment. 
   As to the first of these, I 
unashamedly plead guilty; as to 
the second, I stand proudly behind 
Puck in what I believe would be her 
assessment of our present American 
culture; and  I believe that - 
constitutionality notwithstanding - 
our Founding Mothers are frowning 
in disapproval from the Great 
Beyond.
 
Freelance wordworker Joe Klock, 

Sr. (joeklock@aol.com) is a 
winter Floridian who summers 
in New Hampshire. More of his 

“Klockwork,” is at 
www.joeklock.com.

bringing “wild things” to life with 
puppets, folktales and audience 
participation at 12:00 PM, 3:00 
PM, and 4:00 PM.
Luanne will be at the following 
locations for storytelling:  
Monday - Friday - Fisher-Price® 
Grizzly Goodies Corner Picnic 
Area   AND  
Saturday and Sunday at the Wild 
Asia Theater  
• The Wildlife Theater Players 
present live, interactive 
performances where nature, 
conservation and entertainment all 
come together. Join us as we take 
you on animal adventures (note: 
there are no live animals in these 
shows).
See performances Monday through 
Friday at 10:45 AM, 11:30 AM, 
2:30 PM, 3:15 PM, and 4:00 PM at 
the Wildl Asia Theater. 
• Make your very own sun visor to 
be one of the coolest kids in town 
(while supplies last) from 11:00 
AM to 4:00 PM at the Dancing 

Bronx Zoo Play Week,
It’s All About Fun!

From Page 1
Crane Pavilion. (last entry 3:50 
PM.) 
Animal Play Time; just like us, 
animals love to play.  See how 
using toys, treats and training 
enrich the lives of our animals.
• Sea Lions at 11:00 AM and 3:00 
PM (except Wednesday)  
• Bee Eaters at World of Birds at 
2:45 PM  
• Penguins at Sea Bird Aviary at 
3:30 PM  
• Amur Tigers at Tiger Mountain at 
11:30 AM, 1:30 PM, 3:30 PM, and 
*4:30 PM (*Saturday and Sunday 
only)  
• Primate Training in Monkey 
House at 3:30 PM  
• Grizzly Bears at their exhibit on 
Saturday and Sunday only at 11:00 
AM and 3:00 PM  
    The Wildlife Conservation 
Society believe that play is 
essential for learning. Here are 
some play tips provided by  for 
parents.
• Nature Dance  
Play instrumental music with 

various beats and ask your child to 
make believe they are: a drifting 
snowflake, rain falling down, 
leaves blowing all around, a 
soaring bird, a big stormy wind, an 
ocean wave, and so on. 
• Storybook Play  
Bring a story book about animals 
to life! Gather everyday items from 
around the house for costumes 
and props. Read the book aloud 
and have the children act it out 
as you read. Encourage them to 
exaggerate movements and sounds.  
• Animal Walk.  
Have your little one try and imitate 
you as you make the movements 
of animals like elephants, bears, 
chickens, cows and others.   
   In case of inclement weather, 
all activities will be limited or 
cancelled. 

   Had fun today?  Come back 
soon.  For more information on 

upcoming events or to learn about 
some fantastic unique programs 
available through our Education 

Department, visit the
 www.bronxzoo.com 

RYE, NY -- A children’s rock band 
that stars in its own Nickelodeon 
TV series will be making a special 
appearance at Playland next week 
– giving a free performance and 
shooting a series of episodes at 
different locations throughout the 
Rye park. 
   The Naked Brothers Band will 
perform on the Music Tower 
Theater at 6 p.m. on Friday, Aug. 
24. Admission to both the park and 
show are free.
   The visit – big news for many a 
‘tween’ fan – is the result of a novel 
arrangement with Nickelodeon, 
which asked to film a variety of 
scenes for the TV series at the 
park. The Westchester County Film 
Office and the Parks Department 
negotiated a reduced filming fee and 
agreed to accommodate production 
crews in exchange for a free “live 
appearance” open to the public.
   “This is an extremely popular 
band and a great opportunity for 
Playland,” said County Executive 
Andy Spano. “We can offer a 
free show that will attract many 
youngsters and their families and 
at the same time encourage them 
to enjoy the other attractions that 
make Playland such a fun place to 
visit.”
     The Naked Brothers Band show 
- a sitcom/’mockumentary’ that 
debuted earlier this year - follows 
a world-famous kids rock band as 
they struggle with superstardom, 
love, friendship and growing up. 
Filmed like a reality show, the 
cameras trail real-life brothers Nat 
and Alex Wolff and their band 
mates through their rehearsals, 
concerts and private lives as they 
deal with the growing pains of 
having friends, having a band and 
having their friends in their band. 
  If the timing is right, Playland 

Naked Brothers Band Coming 
to Playland

Unique Arrangement Nets Free Live Performance Plus Week of 
Filming for TV Series

visitors may be able to spot bouts of 
filming throughout the week, but it 
won’t affect the park’s operations. 
Nickelodeon will shoot scenes 
at the fountain, on the mall and 
walkways, at the stage and karaoke 
booth and in front of the photo 
booth. At some point, there will be 
a beauty pageant near the boating 
area and a greased pig competition 
just outside the park. Some of the 
filming will be done in off hours.
   This isn’t the first time Playland 
has been in the cinematic spotlight, 
according to Iris Stevens, director 
of the film office. Movie buffs may 
remember that Fatal Attraction, 
Big, Radio Days and Sweet and 
Lowdown all contained scenes 
filmed at the amusement park. An 

upcoming Russell Crowe movie, 
Tenderness, was also shot there. 
Peggy Fleming did a commercial at 
the Ice Casino earlier this year.
   During both the Naked Brothers 
Band performance and filming, 
Playland’s rides and attractions will 
be in full operation, and Westchester 
County residents who have a 
County Park Pass will receive 8 
bonus points with every 38-point 
Fun Card purchase when presenting 
their Pass to a sales associate. There 
is a limit of four of these offers per 
visit.
   Parking is $5. Seating is limited 
and on a first-come, first-served 
basis; bring folding chairs and 
blankets for seating on the lawn. 
Visitors are encouraged to arrive 
early.

      Playland can be reached via 
the New England Thruway (I-95), 

Playland Parkway exit 19. For 
BEE-LINE bus service to Playland, 

call (914) 813-7777 or visit 
beelinebus.westchestergov.com. 

For more information visit  
www.ryeplayland.org 

or call (914) 813-7010.

PELHAM, NY -- Exercise, as 
exemplified in dancing, was studied 
scientifically by some Italian 
doctors. The doctors learned that 
people engaged in dancing, are 
more limber, may lose some weight, 
and tend to have greater memory 
capacity. Dancing has evidently 
become the exercise of choice. 
What better way to meet friends and 
neighbors than on the dance floor. 
Square dancing is easily learned, 
and attracts people who are into 
meeting interesting people.
   The opportunity to do-si-do comes 
September 9, 2007. The Pelham 

Pelham Promenaders 
Square Dance Club 
Hold Open House

Promenaders will hold an Open 
House from 7:00 pm at the Town 
House in Pelham on Fifth Avenue. 
   Dancing aficionados are invited 

for the free event. You can’t beat 
that. 
   For further information, call David 
Casa at 914-738-3093 or Chuck 
at 914 636 0963. There is nothing 
to lose; it’s all about having a fun 
time. Children are welcome, when 
accompanied by an adult. 
   For those who must attend another 
event September 9th, a second 
opportunity to the Pelham, NY, 
Promenaders Square Dance Club 
comes about on September 11th at 
Pelham Memorial High School at 
7:00 pm.
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No one compares to 
Verizon FiOS Internet. 

With speeds ranging from up to 10 Mbps to up to 50 Mbps, FiOS Internet is the fastest Internet. Period.
With FiOS Internet, you get the superior fiber-optic network straight to your door. Giving you speeds faster than 
you thought possible. Once you switch to Verizon FiOS, you’ll see the difference instantly. 

Get America’s fastest Internet and unlimited calling for $64.99 a month.
Now you can get blazing-fast Internet speeds of 20/5 Mbps and unlimited calling, all from Verizon. All on one bill. 
All for $64.99 a month (plus fees and taxes) for one year. That’s a savings of over $299 a year.* And that includes 
Home Voice Mail, Caller ID and Call Waiting. Plus a networking router and professional in-home installation.  
Call 1-888-367-4017 to sign up.   
Verizon FiOS. TV. Internet. Phone. From the superior fiber-optic network straight to your home.

Call 1-888-367-4017 to switch to Verizon FiOS today. 

Order online at verizon.com/ny/savebig1 and get your first 
month of FiOS Internet for FREE.

Introducing
Verizon Fiber-Optic 

Internet and  
Unlimited Calling

*Save over $299 per year off the standard month-to-month rates when you bundle and maintain Verizon Freedom EssentialsSM and Verizon FiOS Internet at up to 20 Mbps for one year. 

As a limited time offer and only for new Verizon FiOS Internet customers ordering Verizon FiOS Double Freedom ONLINE, Verizon FiOS Internet is free via a bill credit for the first month. Requires FiOS Internet 20/5 Mbps service and Verizon Freedom Essentials. Additional charges, taxes and other terms 
apply. Activation charges and early termination charges apply. Term commitment required. Speed and uninterrupted service not guaranteed. Calling plan includes residential direct-dialed domestic calls and calls to Canada only.

FiOS Internet customers purchasing Verizon voice service receive both services over fiber. Includes up to 8 hours battery backup (for non-IP voice service only). ©2007 Verizon. VRZN-FIOS-N0291-NY

FiOS Internet is the fastest Internet. Period. 
Verizon FiOS is the superior network. 
FiOS is the network of the future delivered today.

$299a year

SAVE OVER
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Business • Campaign Trail

CHAPPAQUA , NY -- Robin 
Rosen recently launched Stageffect 
as an exclusive home staging 
service based upon her knowledge 
as a prop stylist.   Designed 
to optimize and expedite the 
successful sale of homes, Stageffect 
offers authenticity and originality. 
    Robin Rosen, founder of 
Stageffect, is an experienced prop 
stylist who styled the homes of 
celebrities and public figures, 
including the home of the former 
Vice President of the United States 
Al Gore, as well as Katie Couric’s   
NYC apartment.   Photographs of 
her work have been featured in a 
renowned nationwide magazine, 
reaching millions of readers.   
   “Being aware of the strong 
impact staging services can have 
on potential homebuyers, my work 
is designed to influence, inspire 
and create emotions, affecting 
the way prospective buyers 
conceptualize their future home,” 
Rosen said. “I do that by projecting 
lifestyle, atmosphere and energy.”   
   According to the 2003 HomeGain 
Survey of 2,000 real estate agents 

Former Prop Stylist Launches Home 
Staging Company

 
Stageffect Works With Realtors and Homeowners to Expedite a 

Successful Sale

nationwide, home staging produced 
an average return of 169% of 
the initial investment, with 76 
of realtors recommending home 
staging services.   Locally, realtors 
and homeowners throughout 
Westchester and Fairfield Counties 
are taking advantage of Robin’s 
proven talent and reputation in order 
to optimize their home sale process.   
   Stageffect offers an array of 
professional services and “do-
it-yourself” plans and guides 

drafted by Rosen, including: 
Complimentary Consultation, “Top 
Ten” Priority Report, Complete 
Staging, New Listing or Open 
House Staging Weekend, Completed 
DIY Action Plan and DIY Guides. 
   In addition, Stageffect extends 
realtor partnership discounts with 
its Realtor Partner Package & 
Vacant Home Staging. 

For more information visit 
www.stageffect.com or 

call 914-645-7727.
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MOUNT VERNON, NY -- 
Mount Vernonites will have the 
opportunity to hear about proposed 
plans for redeveloping downtown 
Mount Vernon when developers 
present their ideas at three separate 
meetings scheduled throughout the 
city in September.  
   Leyland Alliance LLC, Mount 
Vernon Renaissance LLC, and 
Mountco Development Corporation 
will be on hand to make 
presentations and answer questions 
the public may have about their 
proposals.  The town meetings 
are designed to obtain community 
input as to the type of development 
desired and aid in the determination 
as to which developer best suits the 
needs of the people of the city.
   The community is encouraged to 
attend at least one of the meetings.  
The meetings will be held as 
follows:
• September 5, 2007 - Riverside 
Chapel, 21 West Broad St., 7-10 
pm   
• September 6, 2007 - Doles Center, 
250 South 6th Ave., 7-10 pm 
• September 6, 2007 - City 
Council Chambers, 10 am 

Town
Meetings 

Scheduled 
for

Developers
to

Make
Community 

Presentations

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- The 
Caesar Carranza Agency has been 
recognized by Allstate Insurance 
Company for high standards in 
customer satisfaction, customer 
retention, and profitability.  The 
Caesar Carranza Agency is now 
one of the top Allstate agencies 
in the nation in auto, property and 
commercial insurance and financial 
service sales. 
   Because of this, The Caesar 
Carranza Agency has achieved the 
distinctive Allstate Honor Ring 
award.  For nearly 60 years, the 
Honor Ring has been Allstate’s 
symbol of outstanding achievement.  
Worn with pride by generations of 
Allstate agents, the Honor Ring 
recognizes The Caesar Carranza 

Allstate Agency in White Plains Earns 
Honor Ring Award

Agency for 2007 performance 
and is a symbol of the agency’s 
dedication in serving customers.
   “It’s a tremendous honor to earn 
Honor Ring,” explains Carranza, 

Allstate agent.  “My agency’s 
commitment is to serve customers 
and we’re pleased that the company 
has acknowledged our efforts.”
   The Caesar Carranza Agency is 
located at 54 Lake Street in White 
Plains.
   The Allstate Corporation (NYSE: 
ALL) is the nation’s largest 
publicly held personal lines insurer. 
Widely known through the “You’re 
In Good Hands With Allstate®” 
slogan, Allstate helps individuals 
in approximately 17 million 
households protect what they 
have today and better prepare for 
tomorrow through approximately 
14,800 exclusive agencies and 
financial representatives in the U.S. 
and Canada. 

The ‘Brow Queen” Opens New 
Salon
Welcome to the Back Stage Salon 
at 420 Riverside Avenue in Croton, 
a new full-service beauty salon 
for men and women, specializing 
in hair cutting/coloring and expert 
eyebrow styling and grooming. 
Owners are Marlene Taccariello 
(the ‘Brow Queen’), Eileen 
Garrabrant and Victor Renza. Info: 
914 862-4642
New MD at HVHC
Hudson Valley Hospital Center has 
welcomed Dr. Steven Rivers, board 
certified in general and vascular 
surgery, to its Medical Staff. Dr. 
Rivers is a nationally recognized 
authority in vascular surgery and 
has authored numerous scientific 
publications in the field. He 
recently opened an office at 2050 

The Fine Print
By Lisa Fine

Saw Mill River Road in Yorktown 
Heights, to serve the Hudson Valley 
community. Info: 914 242-4838.
Fabulous Farm Fridays
Stop by the Hilltop Hanover Farm 
and Environmental Center at 1271 
Hanover Street in Yorktown, to 
pick your own vegetables, have 
a farm tour, hike the forest trails 
or just visit the new greenmarket 
– every Friday at 10am and 1pm. 
There will be information about 
honey manufacturing, canning and 
cooking with fresh vegetables. On 
Friday August 24 there will be a 
special knitting course taught by 

Hudson Valley Woolworks – for 
beginners and experienced purlers. 
Info: 914 962-2368 and www.
hilltophanoverfarm.org.
Live Music
Enjoy live entertainment at the 
Lantern Restaurant, 728 Route 6 in 
Mahopac. Andrea and the Armenian 
Rug Riders will be performing on 
Friday August 24 at 9pm. Info: 845 
628-7302. 

To submit information for The 
Fine Print, please direct email 
to TheFinePrintNY@verizon.
net, call 914 243-9761, or go 
to LisaFineCommunications.
com. Lisa Fine is owner of LF 
Communications, Inc. some of 

whose clients may be mentioned on 
occasion.

her firm’s good luck – one way or 
another,” noted Feiner. 
   “Ms. Berger is the Democratic  
Party Chair in Greenburgh — the 
party ‘Boss.’ I objected to the 
fact that the Council wanted to 
give her firm the contract without 
competitive bids. It was a clear 
conflict of interest and an ugly 

Feiner Demands Democratic Party Chair 
Berger Return Campaign Contributions

From Page 1 abuse of her position as party 
leader. When my objections became 
public, the Town Council agreed 
to open up the process. Other law 
firms were invited to bid on the 
project but the Council members 
inexplicitly refused to interview 
any of these other law firms. The 
other applicants, some based in 
Westchester, proposed lower hourly 

billing rates and didn’t even get 
interviewed despite their credentials 
of demonstrated competence. But, 
Ms. Berger’s running mates on 
the Town Council protected the 
personal interest of their party 
‘Boss’ and made a  mockery of the 
selection process. Just like the old 
days of Tammany Hall,” concluded 
Supervisor Paul Feiner.

ARDSLEY, NY -- Committee 
(WCFCPC) is preparing for the 
general election season by adding 
two committee members and by 
obtaining a permanent place for its 
hearings.
   La Ruth Gray and Miriam Cohen, 
both of New Rochelle, have joined 
the committee; Ms. Cohen is serving 
also as the committee’s coordinator. 
In addition to providing a financial 
grant for WCFCPC, the Westchester 
Community Foundation in 
Hartsdale is now providing space 
for the committee’s hearings and 
meetings.
   The non-partisanWCFCPC, now 
in its 16th year, plays an important 
watchdog role in elections by 
providing a forum for the conduct of 
ethical, honest and fair campaigns.
   Candidates who believe that their 
opponents have employed unfair 
practices such as making misleading 
or false election statements in 
campaign material may file 

Westchester County Fair Campaign 
Practices Committee Still Active

complaints with the committee.  
Each side then has an opportunity 
to support or rebut the accusations 
at a WCFCPC hearing. After each 
hearing, findings of fair or unfair 
campaign practices are issued, and 
candidates and news organizations 
are informed. 
   The committee was formed 
in 1991 by the Westchester 
League of Women Voters to 
instill accountability in campaign 
statements and literature and 
raise the level of political debate. 
While LWV supplies supportive 
services for the committee and 
fills vacancies, the committee 
acts as an independent body. 
Currently it has 11 voting members 
as well as ex-officio members 
representing official political 
parties – Republican, Democratic, 
Independence, Conservative and 
Working Families. Ex-officio 
members participate in the open 
hearings and closed deliberations, 

but do not vote.
   The committee has no power of 
enforcement. Rather, it hopes that 
dissemination of its findings by 
the media and the reading of those 
findings by the voting public will 
influence candidates not to resort to 
unfair practices.
   The WCFCPC manual of its 
principles and its procedures for 
filing complaints can be viewed 
online at www.watpa.org by 
clicking onto the Fair Campaign 
Practices Manual heading on the 
sidebar.  
   Also serving on the committee 
are Stephanie Sarnoff of North 
Salem, Chair; Milton Hoffman of 
Greenburgh, Vice Chair, Susan 
Schwarz of Tarrytown, Susan Pace 
Guma of Bronxville, Ruth Hinerfeld 
of Larchmont, Burton M. Leiser of 
Briarcliff Manor, Robert E. Peterson 
of Briarcliff Manor, Ernest Prince 
of White Plains, Evelyn Stock of 
Scarsdale.  

http://www.stageffect.com/
file:///Westchester%20TT-Base/WTT-Vol.2%20Issue51/Articles/allstate.com
file:///Westchester%20TT-Base/WTT-Vol.2%20Issue51/Articles/allstate.com
http://www.hilltophanoverfarm.org
http://www.hilltophanoverfarm.org
http://www.lwvwestchester.org/
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Digitally Speaking: Creative Suite 3
 

By Tom Bock
Part 3

oversight to the crews performing 
tree trimming under contract with 
Con Ed. During the next few days 
special emphasis will be placed on 
roadside sign replacement and the 
painting/taping of crosswalk line 
striping.  All these assignments are 
performed on a scheduled, seasonal 
basis and are dependent upon the 
establishment of work assignments 
on a priority basis.
   The Board of Trustees held over 
the summer months more meetings 
than ever.  Topics included 
moving forward on the Kinnally 
Cove project, learning about debt 
management, completing the 
community center building, design 
of the quarry trail, discussing 
the Village’s five-year capital 
improvement program, learning 
from the fire chiefs the departments 
capital equipment needs, 
establishing the comprehensive plan 
advisory committee, continuing the 

Village of  Hastings-On-Hudson  
End of Summer Message

From Page 1 riverfront monitoring work and 
considering the creation of a public 
place at the former quarry site.  The 
autumn’s agenda will be just as 
busy and successful.
   I do wish to take this opportunity 
to please remind all homeowners 
of your responsibility to properly 
display your house number.  As I 
drive throughout the Village it is 
apparent that in some locations 
homes have not displayed, in 
accordance with local law, their 
house numbers. The purpose in 
identifying the property house 
number is that in the case of a 
call for emergency service or for 
delivery personnel to be able to 
find a location easily it is critical 
that the number be large enough 
to be readable from the street.  The 
fire chiefs and policemen remind 
me that any time spent trying to 
determine the exact location of a 
call could make a difference.  I 
ask you to please take a moment 
and make sure your house number 

is easily visible from the public 
right-of-way so that emergency 
personnel can rapidly respond to 
the correct location without any 
delay or uncertainty.  Every second 
counts in an emergency.
   In closing I wish to cordially invite 
everyone to attend the dedication 
ceremony tentatively scheduled for 
September 8, 2007 at the new James 
V. Harmon Community Center.  
Details on the exact time and 
program will follow in a separate 
mailing. At the dedication we will 
have a special treat with the showing 
of a video prepared by the Village’s 
technology department of James 
Harmon’s life and positive impact 
he had upon the community.
   I’ve been asked to remind all 
drivers that school will be opening 
soon and to please be on the lookout 
for students crossing streets at 
unexpected locations and at other 
than properly marked crossways.  
Please drive with care.

   The Westchester Times Tribune 
utilizes a Quark XPress Xtension, 
within Quark XPress, to create 
Portable Document Files (pdf’s) 
of our newspaper for posting 
online, sending to the printer, 
and to proof our document for 
several other uses. There are 
actually a number of versions 
of pdf’s that are the underlying 
technology to what you see, sort 
of the “under-the-hood” versions 
that the general public doesn’t 
realize when they launch Adobe’s 
Acrobat Reader. These different 
versions are readily accessible 
when exporting from InDesign3. It 
simplifies pdf creation substantially. 
   When we save our file for web 
use and printing, we do so using 
an extension within XPress. With 
InDesign3, we were able to export 
the file for printing as version 1.3 
and then for the web as version 1.7. 
By using 1.3, and making one other 
change, it automatically adjusts the 
file for print for CMYK output, 
which is the printing methodology 
used for four color printing on 
commercial presses. This has proven 
to be much more effective and 
easier for us to use than our current 
workflow. Each time we did the 
Export, we would alter the settings 
to see any changes or how stable the 
process was. It was always solid. A 
terrific feature in the new Acrobat 
Professional program is its ability 
to PreFlight or proof/check your 
PDF to ensure all components are 
there, and properly formatted for the 
production method being utilized. 
To us, this is almost priceless! 
   We should mention here, that the 
same great preflighting feature is in 
InDesign, and is worth its weight in 
gold. By preflighting the original 

document, prior to the user creating 
a PDF, we’re almost quaranteed to 
catch any problem with the file we 
give to the prepress department for 
platemaking. Once the document 
is PreFlighted, ensuring all images 
have been converted to CMYK, 
linked files are in fact, linked, and 
that all fonts used, are there; it can 
generate a report, as well as package 
all of the document’s components 
to send to your output department 
or service bureau. Jim’s thought 
on this was succinct, “Niiiice!” 
   The other side of Creative Suite 
are the web applications. While 
we are not experienced enough 
with this array of applications, 
we trust that the engineers at 
Adobe have risen to the challenge 
here as well. The Creative Suite 
3 for the Web applications were 
originally owned and developed by 
a company known as Macromedia. 
When Adobe purchased 
Macromedia, they absorbed 
the applications Dreamweaver, 
Flash, Fireworks, and Contribute. 
   Here again, these applications are 
accompanied with corresponding 
training videos. This is a smart step 
on Adobe’s part given the cost of the 
applications and their complexity; 
this supplement is the perfect 
compliment. For the serious Web 
developer, these are the programs 
of choice. Characteristically, Adobe 
users are aware of the seamless 
integration that’s been created with 

InDesign, Illustrator, Photoshop, and 
Version Cue?. They will be equally 
impressed with the integration 
of these additional applications. 
   Dreamweaver CS3, the defacto 
Web design application, appears to 
have gotten a makeover according 
to our Web design colleagues. 
Probably the most significant 
is a set of tools giving the user 
the ability to add interactivity to 
elements in the Web page. While 
we are told there are still small 
deficiencies here and there with the 
application, overall it is the best 
way for a Web designer to travel 
toward creating superior Web pages. 
   The entire journey for our staff 
has been far more ambitious and 
rewarding than we first believed. 
We have postulated about creating 
our newspaper simultaneously in 
XPress and InDesign3, a gargantuan 
endeavor as our production times 
are so critical, with our goal to see 
if we can be more efficient with 
InDesign3. When we do this, we 
will provide an additional report. 
   The Adobe Creative Suite3, while 
offering much more than we can 
consume at this juncture, appears to 
be the evolutionary direction new 
industry standards aspire to achieve. 
The list price for these applications 
are steep and the learning curves 
great. But then, the rewards are 
more than worth it. If you do page 
layout, draw digitally, retouch and 
manipulate photos, create Web 
pages, or are thinking of going into 
the field, Adobe Creative Suite3 
will make your journey a success!

Special thanks to Jim Thomas 
and James Halperin for their 

contributions toward this review.

YONKERS, NY --  For Maurylyne 
Toribio, a 2004 graduate of Lincoln 
High School, and her sister, 
Madeline Toribio, who graduated 
from the same school last spring, 
the $5,000 scholarships they 
received from Classic Residence by 
Hyatt in Yonkers are gifts that keep 
on giving. 
   First, the scholarship, which is 
part of a 15–year, $1.5 million 
commitment by the luxury living 
community for older adults to 
give twenty, $5,000 scholarships 
to graduates of Gorton, Lincoln, 
Roosevelt, Saunders, and Yonkers 
High Schools annually, freed 
Maurylyne from working a part-
time job during her first year of 

Annual Scholarship Program Leads to 
Greater Learning Opportunities

Classic Residence by Hyatt in Yonkers Continues $1.5 Million 
Scholarship Program
college. This allowed her more time 
for studying, which enabled her 
to earn top grades and qualify for 
loans in her sophomore and junior 
years. 
   Then Maurylyne was hired as 
a part-time concierge at Classic 
Residence by Hyatt in Yonkers in 
December of her sophomore year. 
“My job provides me with great 
hands-on experience, and I am 
really glad to give back to Classic 
Residence by Hyatt,” she said. The 
Toribios’ mother, Laura Montilla, 
works on the community’s 
housekeeping team. 
   Classic Residence by Hyatt in 
Yonkers also awarded one of its 
scholarships to Maurylyne’s sister, 

GREENBURGH, NY -- Crime 
Prevention Officer Peter 
Dandreano, of the Greenburgh 
Police Department, invites you 
to attend a General Meeting to 
be better informed about your 

Neighborhood Watch Meeting

of the school, school district and, 
if your child is very young, your 
county’s Department of Health. 
   Communication, cooperation and 
partnership are the key elements 
to ensure your child’s success in 
school. However, it is intimidating 
when within the first few months of 
nursery school you must meet with a 
teacher or caregiver to discuss “some 
issues” or “red flags” or “concerns” 
about your child’s development, 
especially when that child is just 
starting preschool.  Although you 
may be nervous, be open to the 
school’s opinion regarding your 
child’s development and progress. 
Even though it is frightening 
when you are unfamiliar with the 
processes, programs and services 
available, be open to their concerns. 
Working together, a child’s school, 
school district, county health 
department and family can navigate 
the special education process. 

Navigating the Special Education Process in the Early Childhood Years 
By Margaret M. Murtagh and John M. Murtagh

Madeline Toribio, last spring. 
Madeline is now studying at Pace 
University in Pleasantville.
   “It’s gratifying to make such 
a positive difference in young 
people’s lives, as well as to help 
provide Yonkers and surrounding 
communities with a pool of talented 
college graduates to meet the area’s 
employment needs,” said John 
Muzio, executive director, Classic 
Residence by Hyatt in Yonkers.  
   Classic Residence by Hyatt in 
Yonkers will present this year’s 
worthy recipients on Thursday, 
August 23, at its site on the Yonkers/
Riverdale border.  City of Yonkers 
and Board of Education officials 
will also be present.

Most importantly, knowledgeable 
parents are a child’s best advocates. 
Remember, early intervention for 
your child is the key to success in 
nursery school and beyond. 
   If concerns are raised for a child 
who is from birth to three years of 
age, the process begins with the 
New York State Early Intervention 
Program.  In Westchester County, 
the Early Intervention Program 
is administered by the County 
Department of Health.  Parents can 
learn more about the EIP program 
at the Westchester County Website 
(www.westchestergov.com) or 
by contacting the Department of 
Health directly at (914) 813-5094.   
   Most children in nursery school 
are aged from three to five and 
will be referred to the local school 
district’s Committee on Preschool 
Special Education (CPSE) to 
determine if a child needs special 
services.  Each school district’s 

website should provide you with 
the pertinent contact information. 
If not, your child’s school will 
help you obtain that information. 
In every case, if someone other 
than a parent makes the referral, 
the parent must still agree in 
writing.  In any event, the CPSE 
process can be a difficult one for 
parents unfamiliar with the system.  
   If the child is deemed eligible the 
parents and school district will draft 
an Individualized Education Plan 
(IEP).  At an IEP Team meeting, 
parents and the school district must 
recognize that the parent is a true 
team member entitled to participate 
fully in crafting the child’s IEP.  An 
IEP will list any special services 
the child needs, one year goals 
for the child and benchmarks for 
progress and appropriate placement 
decisions for the child.  The law 
requires that the child be placed in 
the Least Restrictive Environment 

appropriate. Ideally, a child should 
be placed in a regular classroom 
where suitable special services are 
made available.  Again, the parents 
are entitled to fully participate in 
this decision making process.  
   However, two other scenarios 
may arise: your child may be 
deemed ineligible for services, or 
you may disagree with the services 
the school district is providing. 
If the child is deemed ineligible, 
parents have the right to an 
Independent Educational Evaluation 
(IEE). The school district must then 
either agree to the evaluation at its 
expense or prove at a Due Process 
Hearing why its initial evaluation 
was appropriate.  A Due Process 
Hearing is a formal, impartial 
hearing at which both sides, the 
parents and the school, present 
their positions and a Hearing 
Officer makes a determination.  
Alternatively, the school district 

neighborhood and community by 
forming your own Neighborhood 
Watch Group. Ideas on reviving a 
current Neighborhood Watch Group 
will also be addressed.
   All communities are invited 

to attend the meeting being held 
at the Woodlands High School 
auditorium, August 30, 2007, from 
7:30 pm to 9:30 pm.

must make mediation available. 
   If your child qualifies for services, 
but disagreements as to the IEP 
arise, the parent and child are 
entitled to another Due Process 
Hearing.  Assuming an appropriate 
IEP can be crafted, the IEP team then 
meets at least once a year to discuss 
progress, goals and services. 
   Ideally, the process outlined will 
be a cooperative one.  However, 
appropriate special education 
services can be expensive and 
complex.  As a result, parents may 
find themselves struggling against 
a school district bureaucracy to 
secure the services their child 
needs.  Under such circumstances, 
the parent and child are entitled 
to have an education advocate 
or attorney represent them and 
assist them in securing needed 
services.  Such an ally can bring 
their knowledge of the education 
system, available resources and the 

law to bear in arguing the family’s 
position. By helping parents learn, 
understand and articulate their 
rights, the advocate or attorney can 
provide families the support they 
need to obtain the education their 
child deserves.  
   Margaret M. Murtagh is an early 
childhood educator who has worked 
with numerous families navigating 
the special education process.  
John M. Murtagh, a Yonkers 
City Councilman, maintains a 
law practice in Yonkers.  He has 
represented clients in New York 
State and federal courts as well as 
in arbitration and mediation for 
over twenty years.  Mr. Murtagh 
may be reached at The Law Office 
of John M. Murtagh, 55 Main Street 
Yonkers, NY  10701 or by calling 
(914) 376-6496.  

Westchester/Putnam Central Labor Body Endorses HR 676
WHITE PLAINS, NY -- At the 
August delegate meeting of the 
Westchester/Putnam Central Labor 
Body, AFL-CIO, the delegates vot-
ed to endorse HR 676 (Download 
HR676-SglPayerUniversalHeath-
CareResolution.pdf ), single payer 
legislation introduced by Congress-
man John Conyers. In passing the 
resolution to endorse HR 676, the 
Central Labor Body joined over 
300 labor organization in 43 states 
and other groups across the country 
supporting the legislation which 

would institute a single payer health 
system in the United States expand-
ing a greatly improved 
Medicare system to ev-
ery resident. 
   HR 676 would cover 
every person in the 
United States for all 
necessary medical care 
including prescription 
drugs, hospital, surgi-
cal, outpatient services, 
primary and preventative care, 
emergency services, dental, mental 

health home health, physical ther-
apy, rehabilitation (including for 

substance abuse), vision 
care, chiropractic and 
long term care. HR 676 
ends deductibles and 
co-payments and would 
save billions annually 
by eliminating the high 
overhead and profits of 
the private health insur-

ance and HMOs.  HR 
676 currently has 76 co-sponsors in 
addition to Conyers. Attached is a 

copy of the resolution passed by the 
Westchester/Putnam Central Labor 
Body, AFL-CIO. 
   Westchester/Putnam Central La-
bor Body, AFL-CIO is an umbrella 
organization for all the labor unions 
in Westchester and Putnam Coun-
ties. As such, it is the heart of the 
labor movement in the area. By 
uniting the labor movement and 
mobilizing the local community, 
the Labor Body plays a critical role 
on local, state and national issues. 

http://www.verizonfios.com/internet
file:///Westchester%20TT-Base/WTT-Vol.2%20Issue51/Articles/www.westchestergov.com


Baby 
Boomers

By Rix Quinn
 
   What types of 
television shows did 
Baby Boomers watch 
most? Wow, that’s 
a hard question, 
because Boomers 
were born over a long period, 
between 1946 and 1964.
   To find an answer, we decided to 
pick a year when most Boomers 
were alive, and when those born 
in the middle of the Boom (1954) 
would vividly recall TV. The year 
we selected was 1960.
   During that year, four of the top 
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In Memoriam Notice   
Westchester Times Tribune publishes paid obituaries (In Memoriam) of 

people who have lived, worked, or have family in Westchester County. All 
notices must be received by Friday, by 12:00 Noon, for inclusion in the 

next week’s edition. Place a paid notice by directing email 
 to WTTeditor@gmail.com. DON’T JOIN US – 

IF YOU ARE
HAPPY IN YOUR SYNANGOGUE

BUT … if you are looking for a congregation
which cares more about:

Your mind than your money,
Jewish learning than Jewish labels,

prayer, than politics … 

Come To The Flame Service

We are strongly Jewish and believe in
focusing on important things – 

Our tradition, our families and Israel.
_________

Come to our FREE
HIGH HOLIDAY SERVICES in New Rochelle

Which encourage questions and discussion,
Featured in

CBS-TV, the New York Times, the Jewish Week and Gannett

For reservations call
Rabbi Hoffman at (212) 872-9216 or 914-636-5289

We also offer classes and Bar Mitzvahs for kids and adults
The Flame … Services with Smiles

Luigi Galluzzo (Gino), of Yonkers, 
died on Sunday, August 12, 2007 
at age 68. Born on September 15, 
1938 to Calogero and Immaculata 
Galluzzo in Italy. Mr. Galluzzo was 
the Cat-Scan Technician at St. John’s 
Hospital for over 42 years and was 
currently working at the time of his 
death. On June 13, 1973, he married 
Diana Ciasco in Italy; she survives, 
living in Yonkers. He is survived 
by his son, Stefano of Harrison 
and his daughter, Brenda Galluzzo 
of Yonkers, and his grandson, 
Benedetto. Visiting hours were at 
the Whalen and Ball F.H. Mass of 
Christian Burial in Christ the King 
Church on Thursday, August 16th. 
Interment, Mt. Hope Cemetery. 
WHALEN and BAL F.H. 168 Park 
Ave., Yonkers (914)965-5488 www.

In Memoriam
whalenandballfh.com 
Raymond Luckasavage, of 
Yonkers, died on Tuesday, August 
7, 2007 at age 77. Born on 
September 23, 1929 to Anthony and 
Jennie (Pogozelska) Luckasavage 
in Yonkers, where he was raised 
and graduated from Saunders High 
School. Mr. Luckasavage worked 
as the Office Manager for Phelps 
Dodge Corp. in Yonkers, which later 
became BICC for over 40 years, 
retiring in 1992. On November 29, 
1952, he married Eleanor Reagan in 
St. Joseph’s Church. She survives, 
living in Yonkers. Raymond was 
an avid sports fan, parishioner of 
St. Joseph’s and an Army Veteran, 
who served in Korea. Besides his 
wife, Eleanor, he is survived by 
his three children, Robert (Janice) 

of Yorktown Heights, Richard of 
Yonkers and Lee Ann (Robert) 
of Tappan. He is also survived by 
his four grandchildren, Jillian, 
Keith, Jessica and Robbie. Visiting 
hours were held at the Whalen and 
Ball F.H. on Thursday from 2 to 4 and 
7 to 9 pm. Mass of Christian Burial 
was held in St. Joseph’s Church 
on Friday, August 10, at 10 am. 
Interment, St. Joseph’s Cemetery. 
WHALEN and BALL F.H. 158 
Park Ave., Yonkers (914)965-5488 
www.whalenandballfh.com 
 Raymond Powers of Yonkers died 
on Wednesday, August 8, 2007, at 
age 63. Born on November 14, 1943 
to the late Albert A. Powers and 
Mary (Hayes) Powers. He graduated 
from St. Joseph Elementary School 
in 1957 and Commerce High 
School 1961. He was a veteran of 
the United States Army serving 

in South Korea. Raymond retired 
from Plunkett-Webster, Inc. after 23 
years. Mr. Powers was predeceased 
by his brother Albert T. Powers and 
a sister, Ellen (Powers) Kenney. 
He is survived by two nephews, 
Richard Kenny and Kevin Kenney 
and one niece, Mariellen Coogan, 
and five grand-nieces, Kylie, Tara, 
Shannon, Kaitlin, and Kristina, 
and two grand-nephews, Kevin 
and Bryce. Visiting hours were at 
the Whalen & Ball Funeral Home, 
168 Park Ave. Mass of Christian 
Burial was held in Sacred Heart 
Church on Saturday, August 11th. 
Interment St. Joseph Cemetery. 
WHALEN & BALL F.H. 158 Park 
Ave., Yonkers (914)965-5488 www.
whalenandballfh.com 
 Edward F. Thompson of 
Poughquag, NY, died on Thursday, 
August 9, 2007 at age 78. Born 

on October 7, 1928 to John and 
Catherine (O’Donnell) Thompson 
in NYC. From 1946 to 1948, he was 
the Yonkers City Sprint Champion; 
served as a Corporal in the U.S. 
Army and employed as a Lieutenant 
Detective for SUNY- Purchase for 
23 years, retiring in 1993. On April 
13, 1952, he married Mary Keating 
in Yonkers. She presently resides in 
Poughquag. He is survived by his 
children, Edward Thompson, Jr. and 
his wife, Jennie of Delavan, WI., 
Gregory Thompson of Greenwich, 
CT and Kathryn Thompson of 
Bronxville and his brother, John of 
St. Petersburg, FL and several nieces 

and nephews. He was predeceased 
by his son, William Thompson who 
died in 1962. Visiting hours were at 
the Whalen & Ball Funeral Home, 
on Monday morning, August 13. 
Mass of Christian Burial in Sacred 
Heart Church. Interment St. Mary 
Cemetery. Donations may be made 
to Hospice Foundation, 374 Violet 
Ave, Poughkeepsie,NY. 12601 
WHALEN & BALL FUNERAL 
HOME 168 Park Ave-Yonkers (914) 
965-5488 www.whalenandballfh.
com 

IRVINGTON, NY -- Victor 
Dyment is not what usually first 
comes to mind when one thinks 
of a health and wellness expert.  
He is muscular and academic in 
appearance, Russian born, and can 
pass on first glance as an athletic 
weight lifter or college professor.  
Appearances—like health—can 
be deceiving.  Dyment is, in 
fact, the co-author of “A Journey 
Towards Health” and the founder 
and leading practitioner of a new 
branch of alternative medicine, 
known as Health Frequency.  His 
approach to healing, in combination 
with the body’s natural processes, 
brings relief to many patients where 
traditional treatment has failed—
and is often a lifesaver. 
   “Health Frequency refers to a level 
of frequency in the body including 
stem cells produced by bone 
marrow,” said Dyment.  “There is 
only one frequency that is healthy, 
and it is affected by everyday 
materials including fabrics and 
incompatible dental materials 
previously used in dental work.”  
When people wear or use them, the 
body’s biochemical reactions cause 
numerous problems including an 
overall deterioration in health and 
wellness, sleep disorders, and even 
serious illness such as cancer and 
autoimmune diseases.
   “Teeth are the most important 
access to health,” adds Dyment. 
“Dental materials render the 
greatest influence on the state 
of health of the immune system, 
cardiovascular condition and high-
grade work of cells in the body. A 
large percentage of discomfort and 
serious health problems are due 
to inappropriate dental materials. 
Mercury amalgams, composites, 
bonding cements, many metals, 

Alternative Medicine Exacts 
Good Health

porcelains or other materials not 
compatible to Health Frequency 
negatively affect cellular structures 
and all functions in the body.”  
   “Traditional medical and scientific 
research focuses on chemical 
solutions for treatment,” he said. 
“I focus on the body’s frequency,” 
Dyment emphasizes.
   Dyment has treated approximately 
one thousand patients ranging in 
symptoms from chronic migraines 
and severe back pain to autoimmune 
and kidney disorders.  It is not 
uncommon for his patients to first 
be misdiagnosed by traditional 
physicians for years before learning 
of Health Frequency.  
   One such patient, Jane Parker, 
an Irvington, New York resident, 
who later became co-author with 
Dyment of the book “A Journey 
Towards Health” approached 
him about her scleroderma, an 
autoimmune disease characterized 
by the formation of scar tissue 
(fibrosis) in the skin and organs of 
the body. This condition leads to 
thickness and firmness of involved 
areas, and considerable pain.  It 
is also characterized by short life 

expectancy. 
   “I was diagnosed with pain and 
numbness in my hands and arms,” 
said Parker.  “Doctors told me I 
had arthritis, then carpal tunnel 
syndrome, then Lupus, and finally, 
scleroderma.  I simply did not 
accept the death sentence.” 
   Dyment uses simple touch by 
placing his hand over the problem 
area to allow his frequency to enter 
the muscle, bones, and ultimately 
bone marrow of a patient.  In effect, 
his healthy health frequency heals 
that of his patients. 
   “By the end of my first treatment, I 
felt a significant reduction in pain,” 
explained Parker.  “I felt better.” 
   Under Dyment’s care, Parker 
replaced clothes and improved 
her personal environment.  Gone 
were bed sheets, couches, and 
mattresses that negatively affected 
frequency.  Substituted in their 
place were linens and furniture 
made with the right material.    
   According to Dr. Mark D. 
Horowitz M.D., P.C, Parker was 
able to taper off Prednisone within 
six months and the scleroderma was 
completely reversed within three 
years.   
   In an effort to treat more patients, 
Dyment has been working to 
produce two products that reduce 
frequency pollution in the body.  
The first, a gold alloy in the form of 
a ring, causes healthy biochemical 
reactions in the body.  The second, 
a dental alloy, is designed to 
replace mercury fillings and other 
incompatible materials previously 
used in dental work, a leading cause 
of frequency problems.

To learn more about Health 
Frequency, visit 

www.healthfrequency.com.

YONKERS, NY -- County 
Legislator Bernice Spreckman and 
members of the Yonkers Senior 
Performers are looking for talented 
senior citizens to join the cast of 
their annual holiday show being held 
on Thursday, November 29, 2007, 
at the Polish Community Center 
in Yonkers.  People interested 
in singing and/or dancing are 
welcome to attend the first rehearsal 
on Thursday, September 6, 2007, 
and every Thursday thereafter, at 
the former site of Yonkers General 

Casting Call
Legislator Spreckman and the Yonkers 
Senior Performers in Search for “Star” 

Voice and Dancing Performers

Hospital, between St. Joseph’s and 
Park Avenue. Entrance through 
the hidden driveway on Ashburton 
Avenue. 
   Dance Session 1 will be held 
from 10:15 am – 11:45 am; Dance 
Session 2 will be held from 12:45 
pm – 2:00 pm.

Singing/Music Session will be held 
from 2:00 pm – 3:00 pm.
For more information, please call 
Andrea Ettere or Rose Vinci at 
(914) 995-2815.

20 shows – including first-ranked 
“Gunsmoke” – were westerns. 
Five were situation comedies. 
Three were variety shows, which 
each showcased a number of 

   Major League Baseball (MLB) 
fans over the past several years 
have not only been witness to those 
performances taking place on MLB 
baseball diamonds across America, 
but have also been privy to after-
the-fact cover-ups, collusion, 
denials, and authoritarian control 
of their National Pastime. And all 
this, in spite of supposed lessons 
learned from its failures going back 
to the early 20th century with the 
1919 Black Sox throwing the World 
Series. 
   But where MLB differs in the late 
20th and early 21st centuries from its 
historic past, is by virtue of its yearly 
multi-billion dollar revenues it now 
enjoys; enabling it more unilateral 
power over the game of baseball. in 
spite of the Major League Baseball 
Players Association (MLBPA) and 
the World Umpires Association 
(WUA) with which it must 
collectively bargain. 
   MLB is given great latitude granted 
by the United States government, 
which allows MLB to continue 
to be the only professional sports 
league in the U.S. not subject to 
anti-trust laws, except with respect 
to collective bargaining with its 
unions. And it seemingly appears 
it need not explain its decisions, or 
lack thereof, to its fans, employees, 
or even the U.S. Congress, unless 
of course, subpoenaed, about the 
“best interests of baseball.” 
   News arose in July , that now former 
National Basketball Association 
(NBA) veteran referee, Tim 
Donaghy, was pending indictment 
by the federal government, 
allegedly for providing information 
to illegal bookmakers associated 
with the Gambino Crime Family in 
New Jersey, who wagered bets on 
NBA games. He allegedly funneled 
confidential information to them 
on games and personnel, while he 
was actively refereeing for the NBA 
during the 2005 and 2006 seasons 
included the post-season. Donaghy 
is expected to plead guilty on 
federal charges in court on August 
15, 2007. 
   And in early August 2007, MLB 
tried to hoist its latest unilateral 
decision upon the WUA in light of 
the perception of illegal gambling 
and cheating ongoing in the NBA 
by one or more of its officials, 
especially with NBA Commissioner 

MLB Suffers No Lack of Hypocrisy  
Part I

By Diane M. Grassi

David Stern’s assertions that he 
thought the NBA had had the best 
security detail in all of sports. Such 
has made for nervous Nellie’s 
over at MLB headquarters on 
Park Avenue, NYC. And although 
there have been complaints from 
players as well as from fans with 
how discipline and policies have 
been decided by David Stern, there 
still is a perception of a rationale 
and accessibility to the NBA’s 
Commissioner. 
   It will take months for the NBA 
to come to a conclusion regarding 
the reach that Donaghy may have 
had in the NBA and who else may 
have been involved, if at all, and 
how new security options will be 
implemented. But Stern made it 
clear that he will not react swiftly 
with a knee-jerk reaction as to the 
legalities and ethics of preserving 
the NBA. And that is precisely what 
MLB Commissioner Bud Selig has 
been accused of by the WUA. 
   It has been reported that a letter 
dated August 6, 2007 from the 
WUA to MLB stated that the WUA 
was breaking off talks with MLB 
concerning its very recent unilateral 
decision to require extensive 
credit background checks to be 
performed on all MLB umpires 
effective immediately. However, 
due to the lack of disclosure of how 
the findings of any investigations 
would be handled by MLB, the 
WUA cut off cooperation with 
MLB until the expiration of its 
Collective Bargaining Agreement 
which expires in 2009. 
   The points of contention which 
MLB was not willing to concede 
or even discuss with the WUA 
include: 
      “The nature, type and scope 
of information that you intend to 
gather on the umpires.”
      “The sources, legitimate and 
otherwise, from which you intend 
to collect the information.”

      “The persons who will have 
access to the information once it is 
collected.”
      “The vendors and consultants 
who will assist you in collecting 
and reviewing the information.”
      “The frequency with which you 
plan to conduct the investigations.”
      “The uses to which the 
information will be put.”
      “The process by which MLB, 
the WUA and the affected umpires 
will address any concerns that might 
arise from the information.”
      “The protections that will be 
put in place to ensure that the 
information is not misused or 
publicly disclosed.”
      “The safeguards that will be 
adopted to ensure that umpires will 
not be subject to disciplinary or 
other adverse job actions stemming 
from or based upon any of the 
information.” 
   And furthermore, WUA 
spokesman, Larnell McMorris, who 
also serves in such a capacity for 
the National Basketball Referees 
Association, (NBRA) said that 
the umpires also wanted to revisit 
their prior discussion with MLB 
regarding the use of an additional or 
7th umpire for World Series games 
as well as the National League and 
American League Championship 
Series, given the need for an 
alternate in case of injury, illness 
or unforeseen emergencies. But 
Rob Manfred, MLB Executive 
Vice President of Labor Relations, 
depicted the umpires’ demands 
as an underhanded way to get an 
extra umpire for post-season play, 
again citing that such did not serve 
the ‘best interests of baseball’ and 
accused the WUA of not bargaining 
in “good faith.” 
   While MLB has no apparent 
problem with waving the ‘best 
interests of baseball’ banner when it 
sees fit for public relations purposes, 
it apparently is not concerned about 
it enough to ensure the game’s 
integrity in having enough umpiring 
officials on hand during the crucial 
post-season. And apparently 
such has been a previous concern 
to the WUA which remained 
unaddressed. 

Part II next week.
Direct email to Diane M. Grassi at 

dgrassi@cox.net

performers.  
   And one of the top game shows 
– “The Price Is Right” – is still very 
popular today. 

If you are a Baby Boomer, Rix 

needs your help! Please e-mail 
your answer to the following 

question to rixquinn@charter.net: 
“What is the best part of being a 

Baby Boomer?”

mailto:WTTeditor@gmail.com
http://www.whalenandballfh.com
http://www.whalenandballfh.com
http://www.whalenandballfh.com
http://www.whalenandballfh.com
http://www.whalenandballfh.com
http://www.whalenandballfh.com
http://www.whalenandballfh.com
http://www.whalenandballfh.com
http://www.healthfrequency.com
mailto:dgrassi@cox.net
mailto:rixquinn@charter.net


AUGUST 23, 2007PAGE 10 WESTCHESTER TIMES TRIBUNE

www.cityofyonkers.com

http://www.verizonfios.com/internet

