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MOUNT VERNON, NY – Various 
Police Benevolent Association today 
came together to formally endorse 
the re-election effort of incumbent 
Mayor Ernest Davis for another 
term. Coalescing on the steps of 
Mount Vernon’s City Hall were the 
Mount Vernon PBA, the Guardians 
of Westchester and Rockland 
County, the Westchester Hispanic 

Police Benevolent Associations Endorse 
Incumbent Mayor Ernest Davis 

for Re-Election

Law Enforcement Association, the 
New York State Fraternal Order of 
Police, and the Westchester County 
Police Benevolent Association.
   After a brief introduction by 
Chief of Staff John DiBlasi, Mayor 
Ernest Davis said, “I am honored 
by your faith and support of me. 
Recognizing that fact, we have 

increased the Mount Vernon Police 
Department… the department 
is more diverse… we have been 
promoting more women and 
minorities. I believe we have an 
outstanding police force. As we 
expand the economy Mount Vernon 
is united in its safety of mind and 
body.”

Photo courtesy of Terry Lowens

  This Fall will be a time of 
significant change in the Bronxville 
Police Department.  Chief Brian 
Downey, a 21 year veteran of the 
department, has announced his 
retirement effective November.  
His long and accomplished career 
includes recognition as Westchester 
County’s Detective of the Year 
and President of the Westchester 
County Police Chief’s Association.  
The Chief has spent his entire 
career serving Bronxville and we 

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- The 
day begins at 3:00 am Monday 
morning. Bob Marrone, host of the 
Good Morning, Westchester show 
heard simultaneously, from 6:00 
am through 9:00 am, on WVOX-
1460 AM, Mondays through Friday 
is on the road, heading toward 1 
Broadcast Forum, in New Rochelle, 
New York. The responsibility of 
delivering relevant and pertinent 
issues to the listening audience 
during the morning commute is the 
driving force behind Mr. Marrone’s 
daily drive for excellence behind 
the microphone.

Good 
Morning 

Westchester 
with Bob Marrone

By Hezi Aris

PELHAM, NY -- Hollywood’s top 
talent will be in full force at The 
Picture House in Pelham this week 
to preview and talk about their latest 
films.  On Tuesday, September 4, 
Academy Award winning actor and 

Sean Penn and Michael Douglas 
Coming to The Picture House in 

Pelham 
Special Screenings Followed by Q and A 
with Rolling Stone Critic Peter Travers

director Sean Penn will be on hand 
for “Into The Wild,” the film he 
directed and wrote.  And on Friday, 
September 7, two-time Academy 
Award winning actor Michael 
Douglas will be at The Picture 

House to discuss his new film “King 
of California.”  Both screenings 
will be followed by a question-and-
answer session moderated by Peter 
Travers, film critic and senior editor 

YONKERS, NY - At an early 
morning briefing with school 
administrators, Superintendent 
of Schools Bernard P. Pierorazio 
presented school banners to 
Roosevelt High School principal 
Jade Sharp, Mark Twain Middle 
School principal Eileen Rivera, and 
Fermi School assistant principal 
Migdaline Delany.  
   The colorful banners proclaim 
cooperation and communication, 
district goals that Superintendent 
Pierorazio reinforced with 

Banners Herald an 
Optimistic School Year for 

The Yonkers Public Schools 
Achievement, Cooperation and 

Communication –  
Together we Make a Difference

administrators and new teachers 
during the August run up to the 
opening of school. 
   “We are anticipating a banner 
year,” said Superintendent 
Pierorazio. “The Yonkers Public 
Schools District is in the midst of 
a positive transformation.  This 
summer, we negotiated a four-year 
teachers’ contact (through 2011) that 
awaits ratification when the teachers 
return on Tuesday (September 4).  

BETHPAGE, NY -- Ssixty 
New York-area teachers, some 
from Westchester County, are 
to participate in an educational 
training program developed to 
provide educators with first-hand 
knowledge and experience in the 
application of math, science and 
engineering principles aboard 

Teachers to Defy Gravity
as Part of Weightless Training Program to 

Spur Math, Science Education

microgravity (weightless) flights. 
    Although a handful of teachers 
from the New York area participated 
in last year’s program, the 
Weightless Flights of Discovery, 
which is now in its second year, 
will be stopping in Bethpage for 

NEW YORK, NY -- The Grand 
Central Oyster Bar celebrated 
National Catfish Month by teaming 
with Mt. Vernon Chief of Staff 
John P. DiBlasi, representing the 
Mt. Vernon Center for Animal Care 
and KittyKind with a cat adoption 

John P. DiBlasi, Mt. Vernon Chief of Staff, and Chappaqua’s John Cirillo, 
President of Cirillo World, get together with Vinny the Cat from the Mt. 
Vernon Animal Center at the Grand Central Oyster Bar’s celebration of 

National Catfish Month and Cat Adoption event.

Grand Central Oyster Bar 
Raises Cat Adoption 

Awareness
 to Celebrate National Catfish Month

awareness event.
   Oyster Bar chef de cuisine Peter 
Fu served up some catfish to felines 
hoping to be adopted. Paula Young, 
Director of Mt. Vernon Center 

   Allegations swirl 
about backroom 
deals. Institutions 
whose prevue is 
law enforcement 
are deflected from 
paying attention by 
their engagement 
over other issues and 
arenas. Can society 
continue to permit 
blatant disrespect of 
the tenets to which 
all claim to ascribe? 
Can a merit based 
system of appointing 
judges supercede 
the present dysfunction from 
replicating itself a deeper abyss?  
   A case pending before the 
Supreme Court Appellate Division 
for the 2nd Judicial Department is 
indicative of the issue raised in this 
article. The case is captioned as 
Michael J. Lehrer, et al, against the 
Westchester County Independence 
Party, Cavallo, Vasquez and 
Castaldo.
   This case refers to an appeal after 
a victory in Westchester County 
Supreme Court decision and after 

Does Political Sway 
Direct the Supreme 

Court Division for the 2nd 
Judicial Department?

By Hezi Aris

an order by Justice 
Dennis Donovan in 
late 2006. It may 
be inferred that 
the Court based its 
decision on evidence 
credibly revealed 
and estranged 
from political 
input. It ordered 
a reorganization 
meeting be 
convened by the 
Westchester County 
I n d e p e n d e n c e 
Party.
   It behooves the 

reader to note that all political 
appeals are considered on an 
expedited calendar to satisfy the 
voter and the impending calendar. 
While other political appeals have 
been decided within a week’s time 
duration, this appeal has languished 
beyond four months times.
   The delay over this still pending 
decision will affect the rights of all 
Westchester County Independence 
Party voters. Were the lower court 
decision affirmed, then it logically 
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On the 
Level with 
Hezi Aris 

on WVOX-
1460 AM 

Radio 
NEW ROCHELLE, NY –Yonkers 
City Councilmember John Murtagh 
and challenger Jodi Mosiello will 
be our guests September 11th. They 
will be discussing the issues that 
concern the constituents of the 4th 
Distric  live on the On the Level 
with Hezi Aris radio show heard 
on WVOX-1460 AM on your dial 
or by streaming audio technology 
on your computer, from 10:00 am 
through 11:00 am. 
   Also, listen to the Hezi Aris, 
this Thursday, September 13th, at 
8:30 am, as he discusses events 
impacting Westchester politics 
with Bob Marrone, host of Good 
Morning, Westchester. Join Bob 
Marrone every day from 6:00 
am through 9:00 am daily during 
your daily commute. At 9:00 am, 
on September 13th, Bob Marrone 
with hold an hour discussion with 
Hometown News publisher Howard 
Sturman and Westchester Times 
Tribune publisher Hezi Aris about 
New Rochelle issues.
   The call-in talk show format 
invites your perspective; share your 
thoughts. Call us at 914-636-0110. 
Those who call are asked to please 
stay on topic.

  We received a substantial and 
unusually complimentary reader 
response to our Wednesday (August 
29) column on the misfortune of 
Idaho Senator Larry Craig.  That 
article was published in the New 
York Sun.   The New York Times 
had an editorial today, Disowning 
Senator Craig, which to us is on 
point The article about Senator 
Craig generated many thoughtful 
letters from readers, making various 
points.  The letters stimulated 
some further comments on this 
vexing subject, which has clearly 
disturbed people on both sides 
of the issue.  (Disturbed is used 
here as a verb, not an adjective.) 
   We have just learned that (at 6 PM) 
Senator Craig will announce his 
plans Saturday, September 1, 2007 
(ARTICLE WRITTEN August 31, 
2007). We assume that, at that point, 
the Senator will take the dive.  This 
will enable the Governor of Idaho, 
C.L. Butch Otter (sic) to fill the 
vacancy, and give the replacement 
a chance to use the U.S. mails to 
familiarize the voters with himself 
before the 2008 election. (The rest 
of this article was written before this 
news, and has not been changed.) 
    Under the traditions and laws of 
the old South, a drop of black blood 
was supposed to make someone 
a Negro.  People were called 
mulattos, quadroons and octoroons, 
depending on their percentage of 

Senator Craig Meets His Waterloo
By Henry J. Stern

black ancestry, 
but all people of 
mixed race were 
considered colored.  
In South Africa, 
under apartheid, 
people were 
divided into blacks, 
whites and colored, 
the latter category 
consisting of people 
who were biracial. 
    Does the 
same 100% 
standard apply to 
determining who is 
gay?   Does it take 
a single episode, a few, many, or 
recurring desire?  What if desire has 
one direction and performance the 
other?  Are there exemptions if one 
is in prison, aboard ship, or in the 
military, and there are no women 
available?    Who can decide, and on 
what basis, the sexuality of another 
person?  Also, we know that people 
can be basically heterosexual 
in orientation, and commit 
homosexual acts from time to 
time, or vice versa.  What does that 
make someone?   Should anyone 
care?  This is not a census issue. 
    A reader wrote in to say that the 
Nuremberg laws, passed in Hitler’s 
Germany in 1935, applied to race 
rather than sexuality.  We knew 
that, but the principle is the same, 
the state deciding how its citizens 

are to be identified.  
When that is done, 
it is generally for 
an unwholesome 
p u r p o s e . . 
    Some accuse 
Senator Craig of 
dissembling, or 
lying to the public, 
by insisting that he 
is not gay.  When 
Governor James 
McGreevey of 
New Jersey came 
out in August 2004, 
he called himself  
“a gay American”.   

McGreevey was accused of 
misconduct, having put his lover on 
the state payroll as the $110,000 per 
year director of homeland security, 
although the lover was not a United 
States citizen and could not obtain 
security clearance.  That is not to 
mention all the stealing and bribery 
that went on in the Garden State.  
Senator Craig is NOT accused 
of any official misconduct, or of 
having an improper relationship 
with any employee or anyone with 
whom he conducted business.   
    The demand by his Republican 
colleagues that the Senator resign 
seems unjustified to us.  He may 
well be intimidated into quitting 
by the powers that be in Idaho and 
Washington.   If so, he will most 
likely say that the charges are false, 

but they are a distraction which 
prevent him from devoting his full 
time and attention to the welfare 
of the people of Idaho, and for that 
reason, and in their interest, he 
is stepping aside. But in politics, 
anything is subject to change. 
    If the Senator made such a 
statement, it would be about as 
credible as O.J. Simpson’s pledge to 
devote himself to finding “the real 
killer” of his wife and Ron Goldman.  
The appropriate response people 
should make to that pledge is to 
suggest that O.J. look in the mirror. 
    One reason many people are so 
hysterical about issues of sexuality 
is that it is uncertain.  Two whites 
who marry may be certain they 
will have a white child, but two 
straights who marry can have no 
assurance that their child will not 
be gay.  That is why they are often 
anxious and insistent about raising 
children in a gay-free society.  It 
is not that a gay or lesbian teacher 
will seduce a child, but the teacher 
may be a positive role model, and 
the child may aspire to the teacher’s 
own sexuality.  Fearful people treat 
gayness like a virus to which no 
one should be exposed.  If a United 
States Senator carries it, gayness 
must be in the air in Washington or 
Idaho.

   If you’ve never seen or read John 
Patrick’s wonderful comedy, “The 
Curious Savage,” you’ve missed 
an entertaining lesson in how little 
human nature has changed since the 
play was first performed in 1950, 
starring the legendary Lillian Gish. 
   In the play, Mrs. Ethel Savage 
has been committed to The 
Cloisters, an upscale home for 
the mildly nutty, by her selfish 
and insensitive grown children, 
their motive being the protection 
of an inheritance she threatens to 
dissipate in charitable ventures. 
   The plot reveals how thin 
the line really is between 
wisdom and wackiness, as the 
inmates and “outmates” display 
and dissect human foibles. 
   One of the “guests,” Hannibal 
by name, sums up a problem 
as pervasive today in real life 
as it then was on the stage with 
his world-weary comment that, 
“It’s the evil of the machine age;  
perfect pistons and no manners.” 
   While that classic play was 
enjoying its Broadway run, one 
of the hottest things on radio was 
“20 Questions,” a show in which 
celebrity guests were allowed 
to make twenty inquiries, all 

No Wonder We’re Getting So Pistoned Off!
By Joe Klock, Sr.

answerable with a simple yes or 
no. (One familiar example, “Is 
it larger than a breadbasket?”) 
   Mystery subjects were submitted 
by listeners and if the panel failed 
to identify the item in twenty 
queries or less, they were awarded 
(like, WOWEE!) a lifetime 
subscription to Pageant magazine.  
   Aside: “Lifetime” turned out 
to be that of the mag, which 
died of malsubscription in 1977. 
   Back to the Perfect Pistons 
thesis: A modern version of 
the “20 Questions” format has 
been exhumed in what used 
to be called customer service. 
   It once was (and I kid you not, 
young kids) that when one called 
any provider of goods or services, 
he/she was typically confronted with 
an opening and non-challenging 
query like, “How can I help you?” 
- typically proffered by a live, 
caring and responsive human being. 
   Not so today, I need not 
tell you (unless you’ve been 
overdoping or are an unawakened 
clone of Rip Van Winkle). 
   I and my creaking contemporaries 
fondly recall when, in the good old 
days of benevolent monopolies, Ma 
Bell’s service was characterized 

and delivered by “the voice 
with a smile,” a cheery chick 
who could directly connect our 
problem with a solver of same. 
   Fast-forward (or dare I say 
backward) to the present situation 
wherein - be my problem telephonic 
or whatever - the first humanoid 
available to a needy customer is 
buried under multiple veneers 
of recorded messagery, both 
impenetrable and un-outflankable. 
(“Please listen to all the following 
choices before responding, as our 
menu has recently changed.”) 
   There then ensues a process 
not unlike those nesting Nikita 
Kruschev dolls or the progressive 

tent flaps at carnival side shows. 
   Perhaps the most offensive of these 
is the new “Press 1 to continue in 
English.” (Hey, pull this finger, Pal!) 
   The name of the modern game 
is “Screw The Callers; Their 
Time Is Worth Less Than Ours!” 
- and it is sponsored by callees 
ranging from the aforementioned 
Ms. Bell and her many babies 
to (lately) even local purveyors 
of things and helping hands. 
    While the perfect pistons of 
automation pump with precision, 
we the callers are led - nay driven - 
through a maze of multiple choices 
that would test the patience of 
the most experienced laboratory 
rat, only to be confronted with 
yet another rat-race, and another, 
and another, ad vomitum.  
   If, at long last, we have 
successfully run the gauntlets 
- seldom 20 questions or less - 
chances are good that the ultimate 
message (also recorded, of course) 
is something like “Thank you for 
your patience” (my WHAT?); “Your 
call is very important to us” (yeah, 
RIGHT!); “All of our operators are 
serving other customers” (implicitly 
more important than little ol’ me?); 
“But your call will be answered in 

the order in which it was received.” 
(Order, you say? ORDER? Sheesh!) 
   When we finally hear a human 
sound, it is frequently the voice of 
a pubescent alien claiming a down-
home name like Chuck or Tiffany, 
but sporting a Third World accent 
thick enough to shield a space 
shuttle and capable of answering 
only the (maybe 20) questions 
displayed on their monitors. 
   The worst horror of all - and I 
have psychological scars from 
bitter experience - is that brief 
silence somewhere in the labyrinth, 
followed by, “If you’d like to 
make a call, hang up and dial....” 
   Personal to you piston pushers 
from Hannibal and me: Remember 
us? We’re the customers 
who used to be always right! 
   HELLO?
 
Freelance wordworker Joe Klock, 

Sr. (joeklock@aol.com) is a 
winter Floridian who summers 
in New Hampshire. More of his 

“Klockwork,” is at 
www.joeklock.com.

   Do you ever get the feeling that 
customer service is as much a part 
of the past as drive-in movies and 
typewriters? How many people have 
horror stories about the way they’ve 
been treated by so-called “service 
providers” who haven’t a clue 
about how to deal with customers. 
A woman comes home from work, 
parks in her garage and realizes she 
doesn’t have the key to the door 
from the garage to the house. She 
calls a local locksmith and they tell 
her someone will be there shortly. 
Two hours later, a teenaged man 
shows up and tells her he’s sorry to 
be so late, but he got stopped by a 
police officer on the way and was 
issued a traffic citation. He then 
looks at the lock, takes out a plastic 
credit car, and slides it between the 
door and the frame, releasing the 
retractable bolt.  
   The woman, knowing the cost of 
the service call is $55, plus $75 per 
hour for any labor needed, asks the 
young man for the bill. He calmly 

What’s a Reputation Worth?
By Bob Weir

hands her an invoice for $130, plus 
tax. Now, his “labor” consisted of 
a one-second sweep with a plastic 
card; however, he charged her for an 
hour of work. The question is; how 
can a company say a service charge 
is $55, when even one second on the 
scene adds another $75? Doesn’t 
that mean that the actual charge for 
a service call is $130 and any labor 
over an hour means an additional 
$75 per? Couldn’t the man have 
simply told the woman that the 
lock could easily be opened with a 
plastic card? Might it not have been 
good customer relations to help 
the woman and only charge her for 
the service call? Furthermore, how 
about the 2 hours she had to wait; 
doesn’t that count for anything? Or 
did the man expect her to pay for 
the ticket he got on his way over?  
   This is a scenario that happens 
all too often because some people 
have no understanding of customer 
relations. The woman who was 
ripped off in this situation will 

tell her story to countless others, 
warning them to never call that 
locksmith if they need help. On the 
other hand, if the woman had been 
treated fairly, she would undoubtedly 
recommend the company to her 
friends and neighbors. That’s a part 
of the business that this locksmith 
company doesn’t understand. 
Reputation is the difference 
between failure and success. 
Entrepreneurs spend a lot of 
money on advertising because they 
know it’s an investment that pays 
substantial dividends. In addition, 
smart businesspeople know that the 
more satisfied clients they have, the 
more likely they are to benefit from 

the “mouth to mouth” advertising 
that comes from those happy 
campers.  
   If you’re like me, you recommend 
businesses all the time. Whether it’s 
the restaurants that provide the best 
food and atmosphere, or the local 
bank that has the most pleasant 
employees who make you feel 
special every time you step foot in 
the place; we remember people and 
places that make us feel good. That 
feeling is the single most important 
ingredient in getting repeat 
business. Is it really so difficult 
to be nice to people? Those who 
operate successful enterprises know 
the value of hiring pleasant, tactful 
and honest employees because they 
are the best advertisement for the 
company. If you own a business and 
are unaware of the effect your staff 
has on the clients, you probably 
have poor management experience 
and your enterprise probably won’t 
last long.  
   There’s an excellent reason why 

major corporations spend millions 
on a public relations division; they 
recognize the immense value of the 
company image. The same goes for 
the political arena. What senator, 
congressman or mayor would 
want someone on their staff with a 
personality that makes enemies for 
them? On the contrary, you will find 
some of the most amiable, helpful 
and accommodating people working 
for elected officials. Those warm 
smiling faces with outstretched 
hands and affectionate hugs are 
reflections of the public servants 
they represent. The congenial vibes 
created by those aides can translate 
into votes at the next election. 
People buy products and services, 
and people vote. The decisions they 
make on the aforementioned have 
more to do with the way they’ve 
been treated than any other type 
of encounter. That locksmith came 
away with $75 more cash, but very 
likely lost a reputation that was 
priceless. 

Dear Ladies & Sirs,
   I would like to endorse Peggy 
Godfrey for New Rochelle City 
Council, because she can think for 
herself, she is not one to be led 
around like a sheep, which is more 
than I can say for the majority of 
our City Council. In 1985 and 2002, 
our city was notified by the New 
York Department of Environmental 
Conservation and the Department 

of Environmental Protection, to 
upgrade its’ sewage treatment plant 
and curtail(slow down, curb, limit, 
stop) urban sprawl(growth/over-
development). In ‘02 the Federal 
Environmental Protection Agency, 
plus the Citizens Campaign for the 
Environment and the New York 
Pubic Interest Research Group also 
notified cities on major waterways, 
on these same issues. Instead 

of suing cities, environmental 
agencies state, federal or privately 
funded, should sue the politicians 
who violate environmental laws.
   Peggy Godfrey is a fighter, 
activist, concerned citizen, and like 
me a gadfly(someone who bugs 
the politicians). She researches 
issues very throughly. More people 
concerned about the survival of this 
city, should be on the City Council, 

instead of those who put their egos 
and self-worth before the city and/
or their constituants.
   I saw a bumper ticker that said, 
“Want to support the government? 
Buy a Senator!” Politicians in 
Washington D.C., are bought 
and paid for by pharmaceutical 
companies  health insurance 
companies, and other special 
interest groups. City politicians are 

bought and paid for by developers
(profiteers(pirates who buy(steal) 
property for a song and sell it or 
rent it for more than it’s worth!) 
   We need a whole new City Council, 
with the ability to think about the 
long-term repercussions and effects 
on decisions made today, not just a 
couple of new members.
Mr. Ward A. Henderson
New Rochelle,N.Y.
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at Rolling Stone magazine. 
   The screenings will begin at 
7:00 p.m.  Tickets are $45 for 
each screening and will go on 
sale September 1st at The Picture 
House (www.thepicturehouse.org) 
Website.  Limited seats are available 
at $35 per screening if tickets are 
purchased for both events. The 
Picture House is located at 175 
Wolfs Lane in Pelham, New York.
    Based on a true story and the 
bestselling book by Jon Krakauer, 
“Into the Wild” is about a young 
Emory University graduate who 
abandons his possessions, gives 
away his entire life savings to 
charity, and hitchhikes to Alaska 
to live in the wilderness.  Along 
the way, he encounters a series of 
characters that shape his life.  The 
film stars Emile Hirsch, Marcia 
Gay Harden, William Hurt and 

Sean Penn and Michael Douglas Coming to The Picture House in Pelham
From Page 1

Vince Vaughn and is rated R. 
   This is the fourth film Penn has 
directed, having made his directorial 
debut with “The Indian Runner,” 
followed by “The Crossing 
Guard,” and “The Pledge.”  Penn 
received an Oscar for Best Actor 
for his performance in “Mystic 
River.”  He also was nominated for 
three other Academy Awards for his 
performances in “I Am Sam,” Sweet 
and Lowdown,” and “Dead Man 
Walking.” 
   In the bittersweet comedy, “King 
of California,” Douglas plays an 
eccentric father, who has recently 
been released from a mental 
institution. His obsession with 
buried treasure in the San Fernando 
Valley takes over his life and the 
life of his teenage daughter, played 
by actress Evan Rachel Wood. 
Also starring in the film are Greg 
Davis Jr. and Angel Oquendo. The 

film marks the 
d i r e c t o r i a l 
debut of Mike 
Cahill. The 
movie is rated 
PG-13 for some 
strong language, 
mature thematic 
elements and 
brief drug 
references. 
   Michael 
Douglas has 
received two 
Oscars. One was 
for Best Actor in 
Oliver Stone’s 
“Wall Street,” 
the 1987 film 
that epitomized 
corporate greed 
in America. The other was won 
for his role as Producer of Milos 
Forman’s 1975 classic, “One 

Flew Over the 
Cuckoo’s Nest,” 
which won Best 
Picture that year. 
In addition to 
his acting and 
producing roles, 
he starred in the 
television police 
drama “Streets of 
San Francisco” 
in the 1970s 
with actor Karl 
Malden. One 
of his landmark 
acting roles 
was starring 
with Glenn 
Close in Adrian 
Lyne’s “Fatal 
Attraction.” He 

has received popular and critical 
acclaim for his performances in 
numerous films, such as Danny De 

Vito’s “War of The Roses” (1989), in 
Paul Verhoeven’s “Basic Instinct” 
(1992), and in Joel Schumacher’s 
“Falling Down” (1993).
    In 1995, he lightened up to 
play a lonely, widowed president 
in Rob Reiner’s “The American 
President,” and returned to a thriller 
in 1997 when he appeared in David 
Fincher’s “The Game.” In addition 
to his two Oscars, Douglas has won 
numerous Golden Globe awards 
– for his work in “Drama Wonder 
Boys” (2000), “The American 
President,” “War of The Roses,” 
and “Streets of San Francisco,” to 
name a few. 
   The Picture House is a 1921 
historic, single screen movie house 
that operates as a not-for-profit 
510(c)(3) organization. Several 
years ago, it was saved from the 
wrecking ball by the generous 
financial contributions of many 

individuals and families in Pelham 
and surrounding towns. The next 
step in its incarnation is the capital 
Campaign for Renewal, which 
will repair and restore many of 
the building’s historic details and 
simultaneously transform the 
space into a three-screen, state of 
the art, film and education center. 
Once renovated and expanded, The 
Picture House will serve a densely 
populated and diverse area – all of 
southern Westchester, and parts of 
New York City and Connecticut 
– and will provide an alternative 
to the multiplexes that abound in 
our region. In addition to inviting 
industry experts and talent to talk 
about their work, The Picture 
House will show great movies 
and teach people of all ages about 
movies – independents, classics, 
documentaries, foreign films, and 
more. 

CHAPPAQUA, NY -- The 
Chappaqua Public Library and 
the Westchester Library System 
(WLS) , together with the children’s 
librarians of Westchester County, 
will honor Jean Craighead George, 
award-winning children’s author and 
renowned environmentalist, with 
a lifetime achievement celebration 
on Tuesday morning, September 
18, 2007, at the Chappaqua Public 
Library.  The event will feature 
short readings, film clips, remarks 
from Ms. George, and tributes 
from distinguished authors, editors, 
illustrators, and friends.   New 
Castle Supervisor Janet Wells will 
present a proclamation declaring 
September 19, 2007 as Jean 
Craighead George Day. 
   Ms. George was born in 
Washington, D.C. and raised in 
a family of naturalists.   She has 
centered her writing career around 
nature, authoring over 80 children’s 
books, among them, My Side of 
the Mountain and its sequel On 
the Far Side of the Mountain.   Her 
inspiration for her book Julie of the 

Children’s Author Jean Craighead 
George Honored

Wolves evolved from two specific 
events during a summer she spent 
studying wolves and tundra at the 
Arctic Research Laboratory of 
Barrow, Alaska.   Ms. George is a 
two-time winner of the Washington 
Irving Children’s Choice Book 
Award (voted on by children in public 
and school libraries throughout 
Westchester) for One Day in the 
Woods and On the Far Side of the 
Mountain and received both the 
Newbery Medal and a Newbery 

Honor (the most prestigious awards 
in children’s literature) for Julie of 
the Wolves and On the Far Side of 
the Mountain. 
   A long-time Chappaqua resident, 
Jean Craighead George has kept 173 
wild animal “pets,” not including 
dogs and cats, in her home and 
backyard. “Most of these wild 
animals depart in autumn when 
the sun changes their behavior and 
they feel the urge to migrate or go 
off alone. While they are with us, 
however, they become characters 
in my books, articles, and stories,” 
explains Craighead George.  Her 
children and grandchildren have 
benefited greatly from her love 
of nature, reading aloud, and 
storytelling. 
   The public is welcome, but 
reservations are necessary, as 
seating is limited.   

To accomplish making your 
reservation, contact Carol Birch, 
Chappaqua Head of Services to 

Children, at 914-238-4779, ext. 3. 
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   The elementary aspects of his job 
have been mastered. He delights 
in the adrenaline rush of mastery 
a routine in a chaotic milieu. The 
date is written down; the guest 
list has been formalized; the high-
tech equipment electrically at the 
waiting. We are approaching 6:00 
am.; the anxiety has been building 
all morning. It is tempered, and 
measured. It is also studied and 
calm. All is calm; all is charged.
   The top of the hour begins with an 
AP (Associated Press) news report 
followed by Bob Marrone’s teaser 
of the invited guests to appear before 
the microphones.  Cheat sheets are 
scotch taped on the glass partition 
that divides the control room from 
the studios. Recordings of the 
various commercials to be played 
over the next three hours had been 
earlier extracted from their wooden 
berths and placed in some order, to 
be ready for insertion to be played 
in its time.
   As the show unfolds, Bob 
Marrone’s delivery is peppered 
by the announcement of the time 
and weather, satisfying one of 

Good Morning Westchester
the uppermost concerns of the 
commuter on the go.
   It is usually at 6:20 am and 
sometimes continuing beyond the 
6:30 am segment that Bob Marrone 
slides effortlessly into his daily rant. 
His demeanor is always passionate, 
self-deprecating, and on the mark. 
Were a video camera trained onto 
the control room, an animated 
Bob Marrone would be a sight to 
behold. Mr. Marrone focuses his 
synaptic fervor with an aggressive 
stance taken intimately before the 
microphone. With hands holding 
onto the platform upon which all 
the electronics rest, Bob Marrone 
maintains his staccato delivery, with 
a non-chalant wave of one hand, 
or the other, and sometimes with 
both hands most impactfully. Bob 
Marrone is on a role. Bob Marrone 
is making love to the audience. Is 
this legal?  
   Bob Marrone’s rant permits him 
the ability to share himself with his 
audience, who revel in their desire 
to know him more intimately, as he 
they. Bob Marrone’s expression of 
thought and heart are an expression 
of his forthrightness. He touches 

his audience collectively while his 
audience touches him by calling 
him live at 914-636.0110. Other 
audience members, dropping their 
kids at school, driving onward to 
work maintain their connection in 
silence. Some listen in by way of 
audio streaming technology at the 
www.WVOX.com Website.
   The morning is filled with one 
juggling act after the other. Always 
in search of the invited guests, 
who are either expected to call the 
landline or expected in the studio, 
is the need to create decorum out of 
a chaotic atmosphere demanding to 
be cajoled into order.
   To Bob Marrone’s credit, he is able 
to promote a sublime delivery of 
news, entertainment, and character 
through the WVOX-1460 AM radio 
microphone with the same dexterity 
he mastered over the hand and eye 
coordination required to engage 
electronics into the realm of radio. 
   Good Morning, Westchester with 
Bob Marrone. Get to know Bob 
Marrone on WVOX-1460 AM radio 
every morning. He will definitely 
wake you up.

HASTINGS-ON-HUDSON, NY – Join the Village of Hastings-on-Hudson 
for a celebration of the life of Jim Harmon, tours of the new building, 

and refreshments. The Village of Hastings-on-Hudson extends a cordial 
invitation to all on Saturday, September 8, 2007, from 11:00 am  

through 1:00 pm.

for Animal Care, who recently 
took in the 63 abandoned kittens 
believed to have been intended for 
a dog fighting ring, and KittyKind 
President Hilary Harris, showed off 
five adorable cats in desperate need 
of a home. Chappaqua resident John 
Cirillo, President of the Oyster Bar’s 
public relations firm Cirillo World, 
planned the event with Oyster Bar 
general manager Mike Garvey.
   Laura Archibald, author of 
The Cats of Grand Central, was 
in attendance to offer support 
to both inspirations behind her 
book. Archibald is also active in 
the fight for literacy, working on 
projects to inspire children to read 
and write. 

Grand Central Oyster Bar 
Raises Cat Adoption 

Awareness
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   The five rescued cats couldn’t 
get enough of Oyster Bar chef Fu’s 
delicious catfish dishes as they 
posed for pictures alongside the tasty 
treats. The cat/catfish connection 
proved to be a great draw as patrons 
of The Oyster Bar couldn’t help but 
stop by exclaiming, “Cats eating 
catfish! I’ve never seen anything 
like it!”
   The Oyster Bar featured catfish 
specialties throughout the month of 
August.

   For more info on Cat adoption 
contact Paula Young, Director of 
the Mt. Vernon Center for Animal 

Care at 914-665-2444

Re-Dedication
and

Formal Opening
of
the 

James V. Harmon 
Community Center

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- Ethical 
dilemmas facing nonprofits and 
ways to create an honest ethical 
workplace environment are 
the topics to be covered at the 
Wednesday, September 12 luncheon 
seminar of the Association of 
Development Officers (ADO).  
   Linda C. Hartley, president of 
Hartley Consulting, Inc., will speak 
about how to recognize a dilemma 
as it arises and how to apply useful 
frameworks for analyzing and 
addressing ethical issues in a way 
that engenders public trust and 
donor confidence. 
“We’re delighted to have someone 
of Linda’s experience speak with 
us about these important issues and 
their impact on the role of leadership 
and advocacy within our member-
agencies,” said Linda Karesh, 
co-president of the Association of 
Development Officers. 
    ADO luncheon educational 
meetings are held from 11:45 a.m. 

Association of Development 
Officers to Address Ethics, 

Advocacy and the Law

Mercantile Lofts 
Loft For Rent
1500 square ft

2 bathroom
washer/dryer
central HVAC

Kitchen with all appliances
17 foot ceiling height

914-378-0100 ext 229

to 2:00 p.m. at Sam’s of Gedney 
Way in White Plains.  RSVP to 
RobbieMorris.com@gmail.com. 
The charge is $35 for nonmembers, 
$30 for directory members and free 
for executive members. For more 
information about ADO go to http://
www.ADOonline.org.  
   The Association of Development 
Officers (ADO) is a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to the 
advancement of fundraising 
and philanthropy in the Hudson 
Valley Region. ADO achieves this 
through raising public awareness 
and interest in philanthropy and 
charitable giving, promoting high 
ethical fundraising standards, and 
providing educational opportunities 
for those involved or interested 
in the field of fundraising and/or 
philanthropy. 

For more information about ADO, 
go to 

http://www.ADOonline.org.

NRNRC Announces 
Ribbon Cutting at 

Westchester’s Largest 
Affordable Housing 

Initiative

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- The New 
Rochelle Neighborhood Revitaliza-
tion Corporation (NRNRC) an-
nounced today that the organization 
will hold a special ribbon-cutting 
presentation for the Town Houses 
at West End, Phase I Affordable 
Town Home Development, New 
Rochelle’s most exciting afford-
able housing success story, the $10 
million development of 25 new 
single-family, duplex town homes 
on Thursday, September 26, 2007 
at 10:00 a.m.  
   These 25 state-of-the-art town 
homes completed as part of Phase 
I are part of the largest affordable 
housing development in the history 
of the County of Westchester—The 
West End Development when com-
plete, will include a combination 
of town houses and affordable se-
nior residences with lifestyle ser-
vices for senior citizens. This new 
development located in West New 
Rochelle is visually and physi-
cally integrated into the commu-
nity, retaining the character of the 
neighborhood with inviting front 
porches, front and rear yards, land-
scaped grounds and off-street park-
ing.  Once complete, the affordable 
senior residence with lifestyle ser-
vices will be Westchester County’s 
first affordable “green” 
building.  
    According to one resident of the 
new town homes, “This project has 
made our dream of home ownership 
come true.  I am so proud to be part 
of such a model community, living 
in a place that I am proud to raise 
my children in a community so 
committed to providing beauty and 

value for the New Rochelle com-
munity.” 
   A public/private partnership was 
forged between the City of New 
Rochelle and NRNRC in a twofold 
manner:  First, the City declared the 
development site an urban renewal 
area.  The public/private partner-
ship succeeded in abating blight 
and deterioration in this West End 
Neighborhood.  Second, subsidy 
layering was used to make these 
town homes affordable to first time 
home buyers earning up to 80% of 
median income.  Grant sources in-
cluded Federal HOME Funds and a 
HUD Special Grant from the City of 
New Rochelle, Westchester County 
New Homes Land Act Bonds and 
Housing Implementation Fund 
Bonds.  McKinney Act Funds from 
two senior building refinancings 
were committed to the $10 million 
town home development and $30 
million senior residence develop-
ment. These funds were used for 
acquisition, relocation, demoli-
tion, and hard and soft costs. The 
Town Houses at West End and the 
Senior Residences with Lifestyle 
Services have abated the ongoing 
deterioration in this aged, blighted 
neighborhood and have stimulated 
its economic revitalization.   Full 
taxes are paid on this and all of 
NRNRC affordable housing devel-
opments.  Housing will be provided 
to first time home buyers and senior 
citizens, the two most needy popu-
lation groups in terms of cost of 
shelter.  The design team includes 
Herbert S. Newman and Partners, 
Town Home Architects and Perkins 
Eastman Architects.
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• Get UNLIMITED Local and Long Distance 
Calling for $2499 per month†.

• Voicemail, Caller ID, Call Waiting all included 
– 25 premium features in all!

• FREE Calls to Europe!v
–Italy, France, Spain, UK & Ireland

see details below for calling conditions

• Keep Your Phone Number .̂ Use Your Existing
Home Phone.

• Get Clear Digital Sound Quality Using
Your High-Speed Internet Connection.

• 30 Days RISK-FREE!<

Take Vonage
for a Test Talk!

NEW
!

No Credit Card

Required!

FREE MONTH OFFER ON $24.99 UNLIMITED RESIDENTIAL PLAN ONLY.  PLAN FEE WAIVED BUT ALL OTHER CHARGES APPLY. NEW SUBSCRIBERS ONLY.
v Free Calls to Europe Offer (Available Only with Unlimited Residential Plan) Does  Not Apply To Certain Call Types, Such As Calls to Cell Phones,
and is Limited to Italy, France, Spain, UK and Ireland. Other International Rates May Vary. See http://vonage.com/intrates for Details. Vonage 911 
service operates differently than traditional 911. See www.vonage.com/911 for details. High-Speed Internet or Broadband Required. Alarms and 
other systems may not be compatible. † Rates exclude: broadband service, regulatory and activation fees and certain other charges, equipment,
taxes, & shipping. International calls billed per minute. Offer valid in the US only. See Terms of Service. ‡ $300 savings claim based on 3/07 survey
of competing land line service providers. For details, visit www.vonage.com/compare1. > Recovery fee equal to the retail value of the router 
(phone adapter) applies if customer terminates after return period and prior to 1 year. < 30-day money back guarantee is refunded for any paid 
activation fee, 1st month service charge, initial shipping charges and termination fee. Applicable only to first ordered line per account. Available
only in the event of timely cancellation for subscribers who have not exceeded 500 minutes of usage and who obtain a valid return authorization
number from 1-VONAGE-HELP, and return of equipment in original condition and packaging within 14 days of cancellation. Refund will not 
include charges for taxes, international usage, payphone calls to Vonage toll free numbers and directory assistance. Offer revocable. ^ Where
available. The number transfer process takes approximately 10 business days from the time you confirm your transfer request. ©2007 Vonage.

1-800-975-5250Call:

It’s Easy to Save with Vonage:

FREE
Phone

Adapter!>

Vonage: PC World’s 2006 
World Class Award Winner
for VOIP Service July 2006

Award-Winning
Quality!

Try Us for
1 Month

FREE!
see details below

Save
$300

a year on your
phone bill!‡

up
to

Barrington0709 Test Talk 4C.indd1 1 7/25/07 11:55:17 AM
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STAMFORD, CT -- Among the 
dozens of diets that are out there, 
the Mediterranean style of cooking 
has become synonymous with 
good health and popular for its 
cardiovascular benefits.  Local 
chefs will join a Stamford Hospital 
cardiologist to provide tips for 
healthy cooking – without losing 
the great taste – at an upcoming 
presentation called “Heart Smart 
Cooking.” 
   Acclaimed Westport chef Pietro 
Scotti will demonstrate how to 
add flavor while reaping the health 
benefits of Mediterranean-style 
cooking.  Attendees will not only 
learn from this free demonstration 
but will also be able to taste his 
heart-healthy creations.  Chef Pietro 
Scotti is the owner of Da Pietro’s 

Local Chefs Host  
“Heart Smart Cooking”

Mediterranean-Style Cooking Demonstration to Tout Benefits  
of Healthy Eating 

Restaurant, a Westport favorite for 
20 years, and most recently opened 
Zest Café & Restaurant, a modern 

bistro in Westport.
   The program will also feature 
Chef Michel Nischan, executive 
chef and co-owner of The Dressing 
Room in Westport, and Dr. Steven 
Horowitz, Chief of Cardiology at 
Stamford Hospital.
   “Heart Smart Cooking” will take 
place at the Tully Health Center 
Auditorium at 32 Strawberry Hill 
Court in Stamford on Wednesday, 
Sept. 19 at 6:00 p.m. To pre-register, 
call toll-free at (877) 233-WELL 
(9355).

Stamford Hospital is affiliated 
with NewYork Presbyterian Health 

System and is a major teaching 
affiliate of the Columbia University 

College of Physicians and 
Surgeons.

ALBANY, NY -- The Mamaroneck 
Union Free School District paid 
$685,000 in contract fees to a 
district employee to maintain 
the district’s computers remotely 
from the country of Greece 
while he was on leave of absence 
from employment at the district, 
according to an audit released 
today [August 29, 2007] by State 
Comptroller Thomas P. DiNapoli. 
DiNapoli’s office referred the 
audit’s findings to the Westchester 
County District Attorney’s office.  
   “There was clearly a breakdown 
in oversight at Mamaroneck. 
For seven years district officials 
contracted with a former employee 
to provide computer services 
remotely while he lived in the 
Mediterranean,” DiNapoli said. 
“All of this occurred without school 
board knowledge or approval.  
   “District officials should get 
board approval for professional 
services contracts and seek 
competition for services.  Taxpayer 
money should be spent 
prudently. This did not happen at 
Mamaroneck,” DiNapoli continued.  
   The audit found the board 
approved unpaid leave of absences 
for personal reasons for the network 
administrator from January 1999 
through June 2001.  The board 
also approved stipends totaling 
$47,500 for another district 
employee to assume the network 
administrator’s duties from 
January 1999 through June 2001.  
   Eight days after the board approved 
the network administrator’s leave 
of absence, the district entered into 
a contract services agreement with 
the same network administrator in 
December 1998.  It is highly unusual 
for a school district to enter into a 
contract with an employee of the 

DiNapoli Audit Finds $685,000 in Unauthorized 

Contracts at Mamaroneck UFSD

Network Administrator Provided Services While Residing in Greece; 
and Audit Findings Referred to Westchester County DA

district that is on leave of absence.  
   Only the former assistant 
superintendent of operations and 
the network administrator signed 
the initial contract, covering 
January 1999 through June 1999, 
for $35,000.  Subsequently, eight 
more consecutive contracts were 
signed with network administrator 
totaling $650,000, covering July 
1999 through June 2006. Most 
of these contracts were signed by 
the former superintendent and the 
former assistant superintendent 
of operations.  The network 
administrator resided in the 
country of Greece when six 
of the contracts were signed.  
   The audit found contractual 
payments made to the network 
administrator were not properly 
overseen. None of the contracts 
were entered into with board 
approval. The board only 
approved the final contract after 
the contract period had started.    
   In addition, contrary to the board’s 
procurement policy, the district 
failed to solicit proposals or quotes 
for the network administration 
services and instead continuously 
contracted with the network 

administrator at increasing rates.  
   The audit also questions whether 
the contract services were adequately 
performed because the contracts 
did not include performance 
standards or documentation for 
the work that was performed.  
   The audit also discovered 
internal controls over processing 
reimbursements may have been 
manipulated or overridden when 
processing $1,258 reimbursements 
for a trip to the country of Greece by 
the former assistant superintendent 
for operations.  The reimbursements 
lacked appropriate documentation.  
Dinapoli’s Audit Recommends 
the Board and District: 
• Properly oversee and authorize 
professional service contracts; 
• Enforce and monitor compliance 
with the district’s procurement 
policy; and 
• Investigate contractual payments 
made to the network administrator 
and pursue reimbursement if 
appropriate. 
   To view the audit, click here 
or visit: http://www.osc.state.
ny.u s / l oca lgov /aud i t s / 2007 /
s c h o o l s / m a m a r o n e c k . p d f .  
School District Accountability  
State Comptroller Thomas P. 
DiNapoli requested and received 
an additional $2.7 million in 2007 
to hire more staff to audit schools. 
In order to improve accountability 
of the state’s schools, the State 
Comptroller’s office will audit 
all of New York’s 832 school 
districts, Board of Cooperative 
Educational Services (BOCES) and 
charters schools by 2010. The State 
Comptroller’s office has completed 
more than 240 school audits and has 
approximately 230 audits currently 
underway.

The District has the fewest teacher 
vacancies (19 as of 8/30/07) at the 
opening of school in more than 10 
years.  And, we will maintain our 
outstanding New York State record 
of more than 99% of Yonkers 
teachers rated High Qualified.”  The 
superintendent went on to note that 
school buildings are in reasonably 
good condition, based on their age, 
to receive students and staff. 
   “The banners represent the district’s 
goal for community outreach in all 
aspects of our work,” said Vincent 
McPartlan, Executive Director 
of Pupil Support Services.  With 
the support of the New York State 
Title IV Safe and Drug Free Grant 
funding, banners were purchased 
for all 39 schools.  The banners 
symbolically support school-based 
efforts to focus students, staff and 
parents on collaboratively working 
to strengthen the bond between 
home and school to improve every 
student’s achievement.    
   “We are in this effort together, as 
the banners say.  The grand prize 
is the success of each one of our 
students.  Our staff has its eye on 
that prize.  All of us are involved, 

Banners Herald an Optimistic 
School Year for YPS

accessible and reaching out using 
every available means,” declared 
Superintendent Pierorazio.   
Community outreach activities 
scheduled for the fall include: 
• Superintendent’s Community 
Forums across the City of Yonkers 
throughout October
• State of the District presentation 
by the Superintendent of Schools in 
November
School Open Houses throughout 
the fall
• ConnectEd school to home 
message system expanded to 
include attendance notification, a 
phone call to parents if their child 
does not report to the school
www.YonkersPublicSchools.org  
the primary resource for day-to-
day information for family, staff, 
community and business
• WDMC TV cable television 
Channel 75 more news, features 
and educational programming
• E-Chalk, the web-based 
communications service that 
connects families to their child’s 
school and classrooms
• YPS News Email Notification for 
Families, Staff and Community 
Members.

the first time allowing this talented 
group of local teachers to conduct 
science experiments aboard a 
specially-modified aircraft that 
creates weightlessness in a similar 
manner to how astronauts train for 
space flight.
    The goal?  This new kind 
of learning laboratory seeks to 
encourage teachers to translate 
their experience into classroom 
instruction with the purpose of 
inspiring and motivating the next 
generation of scientists, engineers 
and mathematicians – areas of 
critical need where the U.S. has 
fallen behind against countries like 
China and India. 

For more information visit: 
http://www.northropgrumman.

com/community/weightless.
html#zerogravity

Teachers 
to Defy 
Gravity

From Page 1

thank him for his professionalism 
and dedication. 
   Coincidental with the Chief’s 
retirement announcement was the 
long awaited release of the Civil 
Service list offering a fresh applicant 
pool of police officer candidates.  
Due to the rigid structure of the 
Civil Service process, all candidates 
attaining the highest score on the 
qualifying test must either receive 
a job offer or voluntarily remove 
themselves from consideration 
before the next group of candidates 
may be considered.  It has been of 
particular concern to the Village 
since we have 7 openings as a result 
of a recent cycle of retirements and 
the list has been “frozen” for well 
over a year. 
   Because traditionally no Village 
residents sit for the exam, we cannot 
take advantage of a “local list” 
exemption allowing municipalities 
to choose only applicants from its 
own residents and avoiding the 
strictures of the County ranking 
system. 
   We anticipate making several 

Mayor’s Column
From Page 1

hires from this fresh list and hope 
for a mixture of veteran officers 
from other departments as well as 
“rookie” officers that will attend the 
Police Academy in January. 
   We began canvassing immediately 
upon release of the list last week 
with the goal of achieving a 
full complement of officers as 
expeditiously as possible. 
   Advancement within the ranks 
of the Department is also governed 
by Civil Service rules and we are 
currently reviewing the procedural 
and timing requirements necessary 
to make promotions. 
   The Department is at a crossroads 
given the large number of projected 
new hires coupled with potential 
internal promotions and the 
Trustees appreciate the importance 
of the decisions they will make on 
the future of the Department. 
   The small size of our force has the 
benefit of allowing officers to work 
with all of their colleagues and to 
interact on a personal basis with the 
citizens they protect. 
   Conversely, there are far fewer 

avenues for advancement and 
specialization when compared to 
larger departments. 
   The Trustees’ vision is to preserve 
the positive aspects of a small 
department while simultaneously 
offering more opportunities for 
advancement, specialized training 
and involvement in decision 
making. 
   As Mayor, I have been fortunate to 
see the operations of the department 
on a daily basis and my appreciation 
has only grown for what these 
gentlemen do. 
   Though duties may be different 
from those in an urban environment, 
they are no less complex.  On a daily 
basis, our officers treat our senior 
citizens with care and compassion 
and our youth with the goal of 
teaching proper conduct rather 
than seeking punitive measures.  
They are a tremendous asset to our 
Village and I thank them all.
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WHITE PLAINS, NY -- 
Westchester County Clerk Timothy 
C. Idoni is encouraging anyone 
who has considered becoming 
a Notary Public to visit www.
westchesterclerk.com to learn 
more. A Notary Public is a state-
appointed official who administers 
oaths and serves as an impartial 
witness when important documents 
are signed.   A Notary Public most 
commonly administers oaths and 
affirmations but can also certify 
acknowledgements on documents 
such as deeds, mortgages or powers 
of attorneys.  A Notary Public is 
commissioned to serve for four 
years.
   “If you are eighteen years old, 
a citizen of the United States and 
either live or have an office in New 
York State, you are eligible to serve 

Thinking About Becoming a Notary Public?  
The Office of Westchester County Clerk Tim Idoni Can Help

NEW YORK, NY  – Con Edison 
is encouraging all contractors, and 
anyone who excavates, to learn 
about a new federally mandated toll-
free telephone number to call before 
they start digging in Westchester 
County or New York City. 
   The national 811 “Call Before 
You Dig” toll-free number was 
established to make it easier for 
excavators to contact their local 
utility before digging. 
   Instead of remembering individual 
local phone numbers, an easy to 
remember 811 call initiates this 
quick, cost-free service. Local 
811 call-center personnel will 
notify participating affected utility 
companies, which will dispatch 
crews to mark the approximate 
location of their underground 
facilities. 
   Excavation damage to underground 
equipment is the number one safety 
issue affecting gas pipelines. 
   Even simple digging jobs by 
homeowners or landscapers can 

811 Call Before You Dig 
Hotline Launched

 
Toll-Free Number to Save Lives, Money for 

Excavators
damage utility lines and create a 
hazardous condition, disrupt vital 
services to entire neighborhoods, 
injure those who dig, and result in 
expensive fines and repairs. There 
are nearly 700,000 underground 
utility damages annually nationwide 
– that’s more than one unintentional 
hit per minute. Calling 811 before 
digging will reduce the likelihood 
of damage to underground lines. 
It’s not only the right thing to do, 
it’s the law in New York state. 
   To learn more about the new 
“Call Before You Dig” hotline 
log on to: www.call811.com. For 
more information about Dig Safely 
programs in New York, log on to: 
www.digsafelynewyork.com or 
www.nycli1calldsi.com.  

For additional financial, 
operations and customer service 
information, visit Con Edison’s 

Web site at
 www.coned.com.

NEW YORK,NY - Senator Jeff 
Klein (D-Bronx/Westchester) and 
Senate Democratic Leader Malcolm 
Smith (D-Queens) joined with their 
colleagues in the Senate Democratic 
conference to unveil the results of 
Klein’s latest analysis of the sub-
prime mortgage crisis in the Metro 
area (Download klein_survey_
subprimemort_aug1. 07. Final.
pdf). Klein’s report is an analysis of 
recent foreclosure filings for New 
York City, as well as Nassau and 
Westchester Counties by zip code. 
In addition to revealing the top ten 
lenders with the most foreclosure 
filings, the study examines the 
racial composition of the most 
heavily affected neighborhoods 
and the possible impact on 
minority home ownership.    
    As recently as 2001, New York 
had a relatively low sub-prime 
foreclosure rate, but rising interest 
rates, slowing home sales and 
rapid growth in sub-prime lending 
volume have pushed New York 
up to a tie for the fifth-highest 
projected foreclosure rate in the 
nation.  Of the sub-prime mortgages 
originated in 2005, more than 20% 
are expected to eventually end in 
foreclosure. 
   “As more working families and 
retirees continue to lose their homes 
to unscrupulous mortgage firms, 
banks and other unethical players 
in the financial industry, New 
York must take the lead to protect 
borrowers. Throughout the summer, 
the Democratic Conference held a 
series of statewide hearings where 
we heard from experts and victims 
of predatory lending. Now when we 
return to Albany, we will use what 
we learned to correct the loopholes 
that have caused this situation to get 
out of hand. Senator Klein’s report 
is yet another important piece 
of evidence demonstrating that 
unethical lenders are destroying 
thousands of families in our area. 
We will call for a Sub-Prime lending 
summit in the Fall inviting State 
City and National players, we must 
create a solution that is a standard 
throughout the State and Country,” 
said Democratic Leader Smith. 
   Klein’s report found foreclosures 
rising at an alarming rate throughout 
the metro area.  In the last 13 months 
(from July 2006-July 2007), there 
have been 14,559 foreclosure filing 
in New York City alone, as well 
as an additional 5168 in suburban 
Westchester and Nassau Counties, 
for a metro total of 19,729.  
According to industry experts, 
New York State as a whole is on 

pace in 2007 to exceed the number 
of mortgage foreclosure filings in 
2006 by a staggering 60%. 
Large differences between 
foreclosure filings in individual zip 
codes showed an 
uneven impact 
throughout the 
city with certain 
c o m m u n i t i e s 
being financially 
devastated by 
the crisis.  In 
Brooklyn, the 
East New York 
zip code of 11207 
has been most 
hard hit in the 
entire city with 
507 foreclosure 
filings in the 
last 13 months.  
The Jamaica 
– Rochdale 
Village zip 
code of 11434 
in Queens led that borough with 
450 foreclosure filings.  Wakefield 
10466 led the Bronx and Castleton 
Corners / New Springville 10314 
led Staten Island, but tied one 
another with 231 foreclosure filings.  
And the Midtown, Clinton zip code 
of 10019 led Manhattan with 58 
foreclosures. 
   Outside the city, the town of 
Hempstead (11550) led Nassau 
County with 376 foreclosure filings, 
while the city of Yonkers (10701-
10710) led Westchester County 
with 254 foreclosure filings. 
   “The sub-prime lending crisis has 
reached a climax and the effects can 
be felt at every level from the world 
financial markets, to the individual 
homeowner, to the homeowner’s 
neighbor whose property values 
plummet as communities are 
flooded with foreclosures. It is 
unacceptable to remain idle as 
thousands of New Yorkers lose 
hold of the American Dream and 
slip noiselessly into economic 
depression. It is unacceptable when 
a person can no longer go to their 
own lending institution to avoid 
foreclosure, but must deal with an 
obscure international conglomerate 
to whom their mortgage is just 
another tradable commodity. And 
it is unconscionable that a bank 
can knowingly buy debt that was 
accrued through predatory loans 
perpetrated against the very people 
this country is supposed to protect: 
honest, hard working Americans,” 
said Senator Klein.  
   Klein’s report also takes a closer 
look at the top ten lenders in 

foreclosure filings.  For the metro 
area, the top 3 foreclosing banks 
Deutsche Bank (2,299), Wells Fargo 
(1,791) and U.S. Bank, N.A. (1711) 
combined for 5,801 foreclosure 

filings in the past 
13 months, or 
29.4% of the 
total.  The top 
10 foreclosing 
banks accounted 
for 54.9% of 
the metro area 
f o r e c l o s u r e s 
with 10,832 
f o r e c l o s u r e 
filings in the 
study period.  
Foreclosure data 
only records the 
owner of the 
loan at the time 
of its default, 
so these lenders 
may not be 

the originators 
of the loans, but rather may have 
purchased them from other lenders.  
   “Although there is no exact legal 
definition of predatory lending, 
many municipalities, including 
New York State, have enacted laws 
against certain specific procedures 
identified as “predatory.” The 
immorality and viciousness of 
predatory lending practices is 
apparent when less educated, 
elderly, low-income, or minority 
homebuyers and homeowners are 
targeted.   Efforts to capitalize on 
the trust of unsuspecting individuals 
as well as attempts to use blatant 
deception to close loans that result 
in a loss of equity or in foreclosure 
are abusive behaviors that must be 
eradicated by legislative regulations 
and consumer education,” said 
Senator Eric Adams (D-Brooklyn). 
   Senator Klein and the Senate 
Democratic Conference have 
proposed a variety of legislative 
measure to curb mortgage lending 
abuses, particularly in higher cost 
sub-prime lending where borrowers 
tend to have lower credit scores 
and fewer financing options, so 
lending terms are less favorable 
to them and hidden costs are 
commonly encountered. The rise of 
riskier new lending products, with 
adjustable interest rates, no money 
down, balloon payments and even 
longer lending terms have made 
mortgage financing available to 
more individuals than ever before, 
often without any serious scrutiny 
of their ability to repay the loan.
    “Groups like NHS of Bedford 
Stuyvesant, PACC, and Bedford 

Klein and Senate Dems Unveil Updated Analysis of 
Sub-Prime Mortgage Crisis 

Survey Reveals Top Ten List of Lending Institutions with the Most Foreclosures in NYC, 
Nassau, and Westchester Counties 

Racial and Ethnic Impact of Sub-prime Crisis 

Stuyvesant Restoration, among 
others are helping my constituents 
refinance their loans, obtain legal 
representation, and save their 
homes from foreclosure,” said 
Senator Montgomery (D-Brooklyn) 
who represents Bedford Stuyvesant 
and other communities in north 
and central Brooklyn., noting that 
the rate of foreclosure notices in 
Bedford Stuyvesant has ranked 
the highest in New York City since 
2002. 
In April, Senator Klein introduced 
S 5310 directing the State 
Mortgage Authority (SONYMA) 
to offer a program to help low and 
middle-income families prevent 
foreclosure by refinancing existing 
sub-prime loans with a fairer, 
non-predatory home mortgages.  
While that measure has not yet 
passed, SONYMA announced a 
new $100 million initiative in July 
to offer refinancing for at-risk 
homeowners currently stuck in sub-
prime mortgages.  Senator Klein 
has also introduced S6394, the 
“New York Sub-Prime Predatory 
Lending Prevention Act.”  The 
measure would include additional 
consumer protections on sub-prime 
home mortgage loans, including a 
prohibition on loan flipping when 
there is no tangible benefit to the 
buyer and a requirement that the 
lender verify the borrower’s ability 
to repay the loan.     “There is nothing 
more rudimentary to our society 
than an individual being able to 
own his or her own home.  The 
lending practices of the past 
number of  years  have  begun  to  
shake  the  very confidence out of 
the mortgage industry  that  made  it 
possible for homeownership for 
many people.  It is incumbent 
upon us in government to rebuild 
this confidence and to ensure that
  individuals  can  go through this 
process without fear of being taken 
advantage  of.  We have to protect 
those who have already been preyed 
upon, and put safeguards to protect 
any chances of having this occur 
again,” said Senator John Sampson 
(D-Brooklyn). 
   Senator Sampson has introduced 
S. 5936 which would establish 
an urban homeowners’ assistance 
program to assist first time, low 
or moderate income, or minority 
homeowners avoid foreclosure by 
sponsoring mortgage assistance 
programs by local neighborhood 
preservation companies.

as a Notary Public,” stated County 
Clerk Idoni.  “And because you 
will need to pass 
an examination 
in order to serve, 
you should visit 
our White Plains 
office or our 
website, www.
westchesterclerk.
com,  so that we 
can provide you 
with a copy of 
the Notary Public 
License Law 
study guide,” 
continued Idoni.  
The Notary Public Exam is a walk-
in exam given regularly throughout 
New York State.  In Westchester, 
the exam is administered by New 
York State Department of State 

and will be given at Westchester 
Community College, 75 Grasslands 

Road, Classroom 
Building, Room 
C200 on Friday, 
September 28th 
at 1:30 p.m. and 
again on Friday, 
November 16th at 
1:30 p.m.
   The Office of 
the Westchester 
County Clerk 
m a i n t a i n s 
records of all 
notaries public 

commissioned in 
Westchester County and provides 
authentications of Notary Public 
signatures.   In addition, Notary 
Public renewals are administered 
by our Legal Division which is also 

responsible for non-court related 
county legal functions such as 
registering a business, filing a lien, 
registering a domestic partnership, 
filing veterans’ military discharge 
papers, and accepting Small Claims 
Assessment Review petitions.  The 
public can visit the Legal Division 
located at 110 Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Blvd. in White Plains 
between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 
5:45 p.m., Monday through Friday, 
excluding legal holidays to look 
up legal records, judgments, liens, 
lis pendens, and other business 
records.  
For more information on our Legal 
Division, please call 995-3070 or 

visit our website at  
www.westchesterclerk.com. 

follows that all the endorsements 
given with regard to this November’s 
election are invalid.  
   It should be re-iterated that it 
is now 4 plus months since oral 
argument, and 8 months since the 
briefs were filed.
   The ancillary repercussions a 
decision over this issue would cause 
are so enormous, that it demands 
inquiry into the possible motivation 
behind its being allegedly stalled. 
How many judges who have 
oversight on this case are running 
for reappointment and seeking 
Westchester County Independence 
Party endorsement? How many 
presently ensconce in this case 
were previously endorsed by the 
Westchester County Independence 
Party? At issue is whether any of 
the judges involved may be holding 
a decision in deference to after the 
judicial delegation meeting and the 
endorsement of those same judges 
has been formalized.
   Taken from another perspective, 
it may be blatantly evident to some 

Does Political Sway 
Direct the Supreme 

Court Division for the 2nd 
Judicial Department?

From Page 1
that delay in a case that is defined 
under an expedited calendar, yet 
cries out for a decision, is in its very 
silence a victory? 
   The public must assume that 
the good offices of the United 
States Attorney for the Southern 
District of New York, the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI), 
The Department of Justice, the 
Uniformed Court System, the Chief 
Judge of the State of New York, 
and the New York State Attorney 
General will seek the answers to 
those question raised herein, and 
that if warranted, an investigation 
of alleged corruption would ensue. 
   An erudite reform of party 
practice by the individual parties 
themselves is improbable because 
the judicial selection could be 
removed from political influences 
at whim. The creation of a blue-
ribbon panel entrusted to review 
all candidates for judgeship before 
they are presented to the voters, 
similar to an appointment process 
for criminal and family courts in 
New York City.

Victims of Domestic 
Violence Need to Know 
that They Are Not Alone 

see Victims Pg. 7

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- Though 
National Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month takes place 
annually, County 
Legislator Clinton 
I. Young, Jr. (D-Mt. 
Vernon) says that 
stopping domestic 
violence is a matter 
that requires urgent 
action every day. 
That’s why he’s 
sending a message 
that free legal and 
logistical support 
is available 
to victims of 
domestic violence 
in Westchester, 24/7. 
   “So few victims of domestic 
violence actually reach out for 
help,” said Young. “I want to let 
anyone who is being abused by 
their partner or anyone else that it 

is safe to come forward. I want to 
say to them, ‘It’s your time to fight 
back and we are here to help you do 

that.’” 
M  Young 
c o n t i n u e d , 
“There’s a great 
need to create 
situations that 
e n c o u r a g e 
survivors of 
domestic violence 
to ask for help. 
Someone’s who’s 
been battered 
and is without 
resources need to 
feel supported and 

safe and able to access help that is 
both readily available and easily 
accessible.” 
   Toward that end, Young 
came up with the idea for and 
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From Page 5

Victims of 
Domestic 

Violence Need to 
Know that They 
Are Not Alone 

was instrumental in securing a 
$500,000 county grant to open an 
all-purpose legal services office 
in Mount Vernon. It houses three 
non-profit organizations. One of 
those organizations is My Sister’s 
Place, an organization dedicated 
to providing specialized legal 
services to women who are victims 
of domestic violence. The other 
organizations, Legal Services of the 
Hudson Valley and the Westchester 
Hispanic Coalition, provide other 
critically needed civil legal services 
to the poor and to the immigrant 
population. 
   “Anyone within the sound of my 
voice, here in Westchester, do not 
have to continue to stay in violent 
homes,” said Young. “We have to 
do a better job getting the word out 
that this free professional help is 
available to anyone who calls.” 
My Sister’s Place is located on 100 

E. 1st Street, 8th Floor in Mount 
Vernon. Their phone number is 

(914) 683 -1333.

Government • Health • In Memoriam • Insurance • People 

WESTCHESTER, NY -- The 
Mental Health Association of 
Westchester’s (MHA) Family 
Abuse Court Services (FACS) is 
looking for volunteers to assist 
families who seek relief though the 
Family Courts system.  The FACS 
program operates on-site at all 
three Family Courts in Westchester 
County: Yonkers, White Plains, and 
New Rochelle.  FACS volunteers 
help families navigate the complex 
court process, discuss their options, 
and provide emotional support.  
They also help families find needed 
services such as legal and financial 
assistance, shelters and counseling.   
MHA of Westchester equips 
its volunteers with training and 
provides ongoing support. 
    Volunteers must be available 
one day per week for a one year 
commitment.  People interested in 
becoming a FACS volunteer should 
contact Blanche Goodman at 914-
345-5900, ext. 245.  Anyone who 
is a victim, witness or perpetrator 
of abuse, may call MHA’s Family 
Abuse Services Hotline (914-347-
4558), which it operates with the 
Northern Westchester Shelter.  

Family 
Abuse 
Court 

Advocacy 
Program 

Seeks 
Volunteers

Dennis Robertson, a councilman 
from Yonkers’ 3rd District and 
Yonkers mayoral candidate, 
recently went public with his 
personal history of teen alcoholism. 
His childhood was filled with 
risk factors, including an early 
introduction to alcohol by older 
brothers who drank heavily and two 
brothers who committed suicide.  
   There are several risk factors 
are strongly linked to whether a 
child chooses to experiment with 
alcohol and/or drugs: individual, 
peer/friends, family, school, and 
community. Some are difficult to 
overcome, like older siblings or 
youth in the community who use 
and abuse substances and who 
influence younger children. Other 
risk factors can be addressed to 
lessen the chances that a child 
will try - or become a regular user 
of - drugs or alcohol, including 
a parent’s level of interest in the 
child’s activities.  
Individual Matters
   Individual risk factors are directly 
related to a child’s self image and 
self esteem.  Children who have 
low self esteem, poor coping skills, 
tendencies toward violence, and 
an attraction toward dangerous 
activities are at greater risk. 
Problematic behaviors like early 
sexual activity, anti-social behavior, 
and exposure to drugs and alcohol 
at a young age make substance 
abuse more likely. Other risk 
factors include low involvement in 
activities and lack of relevant health 
information. 
Are They Really Your Friends?
   A child’s circle of friends has a 
strong impact on whether that child 

Top Risk Factors for Substance Abuse 
By Dr. Adrienne Marcus, Ph.D

uses drugs or alcohol. Friends 
who think drugs and alcohol are 
“cool” are likely to encourage 
their friends to experiment. Peer 
groups with negative social 
behaviors and attitudes have also 
been linked to increased substance 
use and abuse. Drugs and alcohol 
are common among social 
groups and gangs that disregard 
and disrespect law enforcement 
personnel and government officials. 
Unfortunately, the seemingly 
exciting and dangerous lifestyle 
inherent to high-risk social groups 

can be attractive to thrill-seeking or 
bored teens. 
Family Life
   Although family influence 
decreases and peer influence 
increases as a child reaches 
adolescence, the behaviors of 
family members do affect a child’s 
decisions regarding substance use. 
For example, parents who do not 
set limits and who have lax or no 
household rules are more likely to 
raise children who experiment with 
drugs and alcohol.  
Family members who have a 
history of substance abuse and who 
drink or use drugs openly in front of 

children also increase the chances 
of children copying their behavior. 
High levels of conflict and abuse 
lower self-esteem in growing and 
developing children and therefore 
increase the probability of a child 
using substances as an escape 
mechanism. Unemployed family 
members may turn to drugs and 
alcohol out of frustration, stress, 
and boredom, which also sets a poor 
example for children at home. 
The 1997 National Household 
Survey on Drug Abuse, conducted 
through the Substance Abuse 
and Mental Health 
Services Administration 
( S A M H S A ) , 
showed strong links 
between parent-child 
relationships and drug 
use. Teens who argued 
with their parents at 
least several times a 
week were more likely 
to have used marijuana 
in the past year than 
teens who argued less 
often with their parents. Close to 
25% of children who described 
their parents as “not at all strict” 
reported use of marijuana, other 
drugs, cigarettes, and alcohol, 
compared to up to 14% of children 
of “just strict enough” parents.   
Setting The Stage At School
   Both the school and a child’s 
attitude toward school also strongly 
impact substance use and abuse. As 
with lack of rules in the home, lack 
of rules and expectations in school 
has been linked to substance abuse. 
Additionally, schools with little 
parent and community involvement 
are less dynamic and tend to have 

more problems. Students in schools 
with a high failure rate or who feel 
distant from school also are more 
likely to use drugs and alcohol out 
of boredom, low self-worth, and 
the lack of close connections with 
teachers and administrators.  
Problematic Communities, 
Problematic Children
   Lack of structure and rules within 
the community has a similar effect 
on substance abuse. When laws 
are poorly enforced, substance 
sale and use seems to be more 
tolerated. When neighborhoods are 

not maintained, substance abuse 
increases.  
   According to the SAMSHA survey, 
children who thought it was easy to 
get drugs in their community were 
more likely to say that they had used 
marijuana in the previous year. Kids 
who don’t feel connected to their 
community and who don’t have 
access to sports, music, performing 
arts, clubs and other such activities 
in the community have a greater 
risk of experimenting with drugs 
and alcohol. The SAMSHA survey 
showed that 11% of children who 
were involved in three or more 
extracurricular activities reported 

Factors that Protect Against 
Substance Abuse 

• Knowledge and education about the dangers of 
substance use and abuse
• Close family relationships
• Consistent family rules and expectations
• Friends who don’t use alcohol and/or drugs
• Positive experience in school
• Community involvement, support, and services

marijuana use in the previous year, 
compared to almost 20% of those 
involved in only one activity 
Taking Steps Toward Prevention
   There are certain elements (see 
sidebar) that in many cases work 
against strong risk factors. For 
example, close family relationships 
are protective while distant 
relationships increase risk. It truly 
takes a village to help protect 
children from substance abuse. 
Parents and caregivers can become 
more involved in a child’s life and 
activities. As role models, their 

positive behaviors - not 
using drugs or consuming 
alcohol in front of children 
- have a strong effect on a 
child’s choices.  
   Schools, community 
centers, and houses 
of worship that offer 
extracurricular activities 
add to the child’s after-
school and weekend 
options. These types of 
activities provide children 

positive alternatives to substance 
use. 

Adrienne Marcus, Ph.D., is 
executive director and founder of 
Lexington Center for Recovery 

(LCR), one of the largest providers 
of alcohol and substance abuse 
treatment in the Hudson Valley. 
LCR has treated approximately 

30,000 people in its 25-year 
history and has 16 distinct 

programs throughout Westchester 
and Dutchess counties. For 

additional information, call Dr. 
Marcus at 914.666.0191 or visit 

www.lexingtonctr.org.  

Dr. Rolando 
Chumaceiro 

Takes
Helm

of
Regency 
Extended 

Care Center 
YONKERS, NY -- Dr. Roland J. 
M. Chumaceiro has joined Regency 
Extended Care Center as its Medical 
Director. Dr. Chumaceiro is a 
graduate of Northeastern University 
having completed his medical 
degree at Univerisad Autonoma 
De Guadalajara, in Mexico. He is 
a member of the AMA, AAFP, and 
the Westchester County Medical 
Society.  He is board certified in 
Family Practice, has privileges with 
St Joseph’s Medical Center, and is 
a member of Family Medicine of 
Westchester, P.C.
   Regency Extended Care Center is 
a Skilled Nursing and Rehabilitation 
Facility located in Yonkers. 
Residents have full support from 
our team of physicians, nurses, 
and therapists. The Rehabilitation 
center includes Physical, Cardiac, 
Speech and Pulmonary Therapy.
   Regency Extended Care Center is 
located at 65 Ashburton Avenue, in 
Yonkers, NY 10701. For telephone 

inquiry, contact 914-963-4000.

TARRYTOWN, NY -- Employers, 
employees and their families from 
the Hudson Valley and greater New 
York City area are invited to attend 
the Hudson Valley Family Health 
and Safety Fair to be held Sunday, 
September 16, from 11 a.m. to 
5 p.m. EDT, at the Westchester 
County Center in White Plains, N.Y.  
   The Department of Labor’s 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration (OSHA) is co-
sponsoring the free event with the 
Rochester Institute of Technology 
OSHA Education Center and the 
Voluntary Protection Programs 
Participants-OSHA Alliance. The 
fair will provide information to 
help guard against health and 
safety hazards on the job, at home 
and on the road. It will feature 
workshops, health information 
and screenings, demonstrations, 
prizes and activities for children. 
   “This fair is a family-friendly 
event that seeks to provide 
attendees with important and useful 
information to help reduce and 
prevent illnesses and injuries,” 
Among the fair’s highlights:  
• Safety and health workshops in 
English and Spanish on chemical and 
electrical hazards, scaffolding, falls, 
trenching, machine guarding, traffic, 
landscaping, fire and tool safety, 
personal protective equipment, etc. 
• Workshops for young employees 

OSHA to Hold Family Health and 
Safety Fair in White Plains

Free Event will Stress Importance of Safety and 
Health at Job, at Home and on the Road

focusing on permitted and 
prohibited jobs and work hours, 
employee rights, and safe work in 
restaurants, retail and supermarkets. 
• Health screenings for blood 
pressure, diabetes, cholesterol, 
weight, eyesight and mental health, 
as well as health and wellness 
information from area health and 
human service organizations. 
• Information booths and 
demonstrations by public safety 
agencies on fire hazards, seat belt 
use and bike safety, including free 
car seat exchanges and bike helmets. 
• A “one stop” section with booths 
staffed by federal, state, county 
and local agencies that will 
provide employers and employees 
with useful information about 
workplace regulations and laws. 
• Eligibility for prize drawings for a 
plasma television, a refrigerator, MP3 
players, cell phones and more for 
those who participate in workshops, 
informational demonstrations 
and health screenings. 
• Face painting, games and 
other activities for children. 
   

The Westchester County Center, at 
198 Central Ave. in White Plains, 
is accessible by subway, bus, train 
and car. Directions are available at 
www.countycenter.biz/Directions.

htm.  

   With the fall hurricane season 
approaching the Northeast, in 
the weeks ahead, obtaining flood 
insurance on residential and 
commercial properties is a smart 
investment for virtually all property 
owners, as the following real-life 
case history so vividly illustrates:
   Nestled into the side of a hill, my 
client’s new house was far away 
from any body of water that might 
pose a flooding threat.  What they 
didn’t anticipate was a potential 
mudslide. But ten days after closing 
on their dream house, heavy 
storming caused a portion of the hill 
to collapse and it slammed into the 
side of their house. Destroyed was 
over $20,000 of personal property 
including brand new computer 
equipment still in its boxes and 
stored in the partially below-ground 
basement. Fortunately, they had 
opted for flood insurance coverage, 
even though it was not required 
by their mortgage company. Since 
the property was such a low-risk 
flooding candidate, it qualified 
for the maximum amount of 
coverage guaranteed by the Federal 
government -- $250,000 – for a very 
low annual premium: just $326
      While Federal government 
financial assistance may be 
available following an extraordinary 
storming and flooding situation, it 
typically is in the form of a loan 
whose interest payments may very 
likely cost more than one annual 
flood insurance premium.  Also, 
these low-interest loans are only 
available if the President has first 
declared the event a natural disaster.  
Without that declaration, no loans 
are available.
      There are three different types 
of flood insurance programs: 
emergency, regular and preferred 
risk. What type of coverage 
a property qualifies for is 
dependent upon its location and its 
susceptibility to being damaged by 
flooding.  Personal property that 
is stored below ground, like our 
client’s state-of-the-art computer 
equipment, would not normally be 
covered by flood insurance.  But 

Approaching Hurricane Season Makes 
Obtaining Flood Insurance a Priority

By William Cooper Colwell

“below ground” is defined as a 
structure surrounded by earth on 
all four sides. The room where the 
computer equipment was stored 
opened out onto level ground on at 
least one side, thus flood insurance 
covered that room’s contents. 
Normally, HVAC systems, circuit 
breakers and appliances, typically 
located in a below-ground 
environment, are covered since they 
are considered part of the property’s 
structure.    
      There is a misnomer that not 
every property qualifies for flood 
insurance. In fact, flood Insurance 
is available on every property.  
This includes properties that have 
received prior flood-related damage.  
Flood policies that are purchased 
in connection with an initial or re-
financed mortgage are activated 
upon payment by the applicant and 
successful cashing of the payment 
by the insurance company. All other 
properties are subjected to a 30-day 
wait period before flood insurance 
goes into effect.  The amount of 
structural coverage available is 
up to $250,000 for residential and 
$500,000 for commercial property. 
It can be purchased through private 
insurance companies or through 
the Federal government’s National 
Flood Insurance Plan (NFIP).  The 
cost is the same and premiums are 
determined by the property’s flood 
risk rating -- low, moderate, or high-
risk -- as determined by the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA). Property owners can find 
out their land’s flood risk by visiting 
FEMA’s flood information Website 
(www.floodsmart.gov) and entering 
the street address, municipality and 
Zip code.  
      The annual flood insurance 
premium for a high-risk property 
could be as much as $4,000.  
Conversely, moderate-to-low risk 
properties, which account for 
25% of flood claims, may pay an 
annual premium as low as $112 for 
the same amount or even greater 
coverage. Much has to do with how 
a property is situated and whether 
or not its location is within a flood 

zone.  That’s why even next door 
neighbors may see an extraordinary 
discrepancy in their respective flood 
insurance premiums if one property 
has been determined to be in a flood 
plain, but not the other.  We entered 
our office address – 71 North Ave. 
in Downtown New Rochelle – as 
well as several clients’ addresses 
within a five-mile radius and the 
risk ratings spanned the spectrum.
      Savvy consumers who visit the 
FEMA Web site to determine their 
property’s flood risk should take 
caution.  While it will provide a 
rating of your property’s risk, it 
cannot quote the actual cost of an 
annual premium. That’s because 
there are many variables, including 
location, that qualify the amount of 
flood insurance coverage available 
and its cost.  For example, are losses 
from land subsidence (a gradual 
or sudden sinking of land), sewer 
backup, all or only certain types 
of water seepage covered by flood 
insurance?  The answer: Yes, no 
and maybe!  And what is the local 
municipality’s responsibility? Does 
it even participate in NFIP?
      Because of the nuances 
governing flood insurance and 
the possibility for very complex 
cases, most generalist insurance 
agents don’t write flood insurance 
coverage.  Instead, they refer 
their clients to agents who have 
developed a flood insurance niche. 
As with all other types of insurance 
policies, know what you’re buying, 
what’s covered and what’s not.  
And view it as one investment on 
which you will never, ever want to 
see a return!

About the author:  William Cooper 
Colwell is president of H.E. 

Colwell & Sons, Inc. 
(www.colwellinsurance.com), an 

independent insurance agency 
experienced in writing  flood 

insurance policies. He is licensed 
to do business in New York State 

and Connecticut and can be 
reached at 914-632-6154.

Would you be able to tell me: (a) 
approximately how many male 
Boomers are currently 
alive and (b) how many 
male Boomers are 
approaching their sixties 
or in their sixties?  – 
Robert Schwalbe, Ph.D.
   According to 2005 
statistics, there are about 
38,474,000 Boomer men 
alive today. In 2006, about 
2,883,000 turned 60. Approximately 
that same amount will turn 60 this 

Baby Boomers
By Rix Quinn

year and next.
   Fortunately, Boomers tend to pay 

attention to health care and 
exercise. So will 60 years 
old soon become the new 
40? I sure hope so! 
If you are a Baby Boomer, 
Rix needs your help! 
Please e-mail your answer 
to the following question 
to rixquinn@charter.net: 

“What is the best part of 
being a Baby Boomer?”

In Memoriam Notice   
Westchester Times Tribune publishes paid obituaries (In Memoriam) of people who have lived, worked, or have family in Westchester County. All notices must be received by Friday, by 

12:00 Noon, for inclusion in the next week’s edition. Place a paid notice by directing email 
 to WTTeditor@gmail.com.

In Memoriam
Richard J. Capraro, Sr. (Ret. 
YPD) died on Sunday, August 
26, 2007 at age 67. Born on May 
22, 1940, to Frank and Mildred 
(DeStefano) Capraro in Yonkers, 
where he was raised and graduated 
from Commerce High School. Mr. 
Capraro was a Yonkers Policeman 
for over 24 years, retiring in 1988. 
Working out of the 2nd Precinct 
and Warrants Squad. On May 6, 
1962, he married Lillian Baker 
in St. Anthony’s Church. She 

survives, living in Yonkers. Richard 
is survived by his four children, 
Richard J. Capraro, Jr. (YPD) 
and his wife, Lynn of Mahopac, 
Kimberly Granich and her husband, 
Matthew of Yonkers, Francis 
(Butch) Capraro and his wife, Joette 
of New Rochelle and John Capraro 
and his wife, Emily of Del Ray 
Beach, FL. He is also survived by his 
seven grandchildren: Richard, Tina, 
Jessica, Amanda, Joseph, Nicholas, 
and Vivian; his brother, Frank 

Capraro of East Fishkill and his 
sister, Susan Genesky of LaGrange 
and nephews, Scott, Todd, and Joey 
and his niece, Gina and several 
nieces and nephews. Visiting was at 
the Whalen & Ball Funeral Home. 
Mass of Christian Burial in Christ 
The King Church took place August 
30th. Interment, Mt. Hope Cemetery. 
Whalen & Ball Funeral Home, 168 
Park Ave., Yonkers, NY.  (914) 965-
5488 www.whalenandballfh.com.

Sr. Ellen McGloin, Franciscan 
Sister of Peace, died Saturday, 
August 25, 2007 at Marian Woods 
in Hartsdale. Sister was 88 years old 
and a Franciscan for 60 years. She 
was born on July 6, 1919 to Michael 
and Margaret (Lennon) McGloin in 
New York City. Sr. Ellen received 
her M.A. from New York University 
and taught at the Assisium in New 
York for 17 years. She spent 11 
years as a missionary in Bolivia and 
four years on an Indian Reservation 

in Arizona before retiring in 2001. 
She is survived by several nieces 
and nephews who live in New York, 
Florida, and Arizona. Visiting was 
at Marian Woods, 152 Ridge Road, 
Hartsdale, NY.  Mass of Christian 
Burial was held at Marian Woods on 
Wednesday, August 29th.  Interment 
at St. Mary’s Cemetery. Whalen & 
Ball Funeral Home, 168 Park Ave., 
Yonkers, NY.  (914) 965-5488 
www.whalenandballfh.com.
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DON’T JOIN US – 
IF YOU ARE

HAPPY IN YOUR SYNANGOGUE
BUT … if you are looking for a congregation

which cares more about:

Your mind than your money,
Jewish learning than Jewish labels,

prayer, than politics … 

Come To The Flame Service

We are strongly Jewish and believe in
focusing on important things – 

Our tradition, our families and Israel.
_________

Come to our FREE
HIGH HOLIDAY SERVICES in New Rochelle

Which encourage questions and discussion,
Featured in

CBS-TV, the New York Times, the Jewish Week and Gannett

For reservations call
Rabbi Hoffman at (212) 872-9216 or 914-636-5289

We also offer classes and Bar Mitzvahs for kids and adults
The Flame … Services with Smiles

 Presents 
Live,  Irelands No. 1 Ballad Group 

Dublin City Ramblers
Half Way to St. Patrick’s Day Concert Tour 

Friday, September 7, 2007 ~ 7 p. m 
The Tara Circle -  Foxfire Auditorium 

1097 North Broadway, Yonkers New, York 
$30 dollars includes 2 beverages 

No reserved seating, tickets & seats are first come first served 

Yonkers Firefighters Pipers • Blackthorne Pipers 

To Purchase Tickets & For Information Contact:
Dolores Egan: 914-969-2851, 914-330-4924

Kathleen McDonald: 914- 591-5542
Mary Creaven: 914-830-0680

Directions to Tara Circle: 
Take the Saw Mill Parkway to Exit 9- Executive Blvd., Yonkers. 

Go up the hill to North Broadway traffic light. Turn left.....then right at first 
entrance.  It is marked Foxfire School.

YONKERS, NY, Thursday, August 
30, 2007 -- Taking just a bit less time 
to certify than the 2000 presidential 
election, Stephane Bouchard’s 
6,000th career driving victory was 
commemorated Thursday night at 
Yonkers Raceway.
        Bouchard, Yonkers’ leading 
driver the past four seasons--and 
well on his way to extending that 
run--notched his milestone victory 
last Thursday night with the pacer 
Muscle Machine N. However, 
Yonkers Trot tunnelvision 
combined with an obvious slipshod 
work ethic by the author resulted in 
the unpardonable sin of Bouchard’s 
home track failing to see this one 
coming.
       Thus, Bouchard was forced 
to wait a week before receiving 
his official recognition from the 
Raceway. 
        “I don’t really have a 
chance to look at (the numbers),” 
Bouchard said after getting a 
winner’s circle congratulatory sign. 
“I’ve been driving doubleheaders 
(either Monticello or Freehold in 
afternoons), or with the sire stakes, 

Bouchard’s 6,000th Win “Official”
By Frank Drucker

so I’m always working.
        “I  never set any goals or 
numbers for myself,” he said. “I 
just enjoy (winning).” Bouchard 
even managed to win the race prior 
to his presentation, with the pacing 
gelding Trapper’s Treat, part of his 
five-victory (in 10-drive) evening.
        The 40-year-old Bouchard, a 
native of Montreal, began Thursday 
night with 6,022 career victories 
and nearly $43.3 million in purses. 
This season, he currently ranks 

third in North American dash wins 
and 10th in money.
        In 2006, with Yonkers 
closed for much of the season in 
preparation for the installation of 
video gaming machines, Bouchard 
accomplished the rarity of being the 
leading driver at four “venues”...
here, Monticello, Tioga and the 
New York Sire Stakes. 

Frank Drucker is publicity 
director, Empire City at  

Yonkers Raceway

QUEENS, NY -- For the third year 
in a row, Bigs and Littles from Big 
Brothers Big Sisters of Family 
Services of Westchester were treated 
to a memorable day of tennis, music 
and games at Arthur Ashe Kids Day 
on Saturday, August 25th. 
    The United States Tennis 
Association supplied the tickets 
and HSBC sponsored the trip, 
providing the bus and lunch for the 
54 mentors, mentees and volunteers 
who happily traveled from four 
pick-up locations in Westchester 
(White Plains, Yonkers and  two in 
Mount Vernon) to the Billie Jean 
King National Tennis Center in 
Queens. Debbie  
Linder, vice president of HSBC 
Bank USA National Association, 
and a Big Sister to Zhane, brought 
together 10 HSBC employees and 
10 of their spouses and friends 
as volunteers on the trip. 
    A long list of tennis stars and 
celebrity performers wowed the 
BBBS group along with the hundreds 
of other children and families in 
attendance. “Both the kids and the 
adults had a great experience,” says 
Thomas Mitchell, director of BBBS 
of FSW. “And when The Jonas 
Brothers performed, all the females, 
young and old, started screaming,” 
recalls Mitchell with a laugh. 
   Tennis pros Donald Young, Mary 
Joe Fernandez, Max Mirnyi, and 
Daniela Hantuchova were on hand 

Volunteer Marianne McGoldrick, First Vice President and Commercial 
Executive, left, pictured with Debbie Linder’s Little Sister Zhane.

Westchester Kids Treated to
Tennis, Music, and Games at 

Arthur Ashe Kids Day

to play games with the kids. At the 
USRSA Pro Racquet Round Up, 
young fans were allowed to play 
with racquets used by their favorite 
players, including Andy Roddick, 
Venus and Serena Williams, Andre 
Agassi, Maria Sharapova, and 
Roger Federer. 
   In the afternoon, musical artists 
Kat DeLuna, Sean Kingston, Lil 
Mama, and The Jonas Brothers had 
attendees clapping and singing in a 
two-hour show hosted by MTV VJ 
Quddus and Daisy Fuentes. Also on 
hand were pro skateboarder Tony 
Hawk, comedian Chris Kattan, 

singer Rob Thomas, comedian and 
actor Chris Rock and pro wrestler 
John Cena. The kids also got to 
enjoy face painting, hair braiding 
and a juggling workshop.  
   ‘We are so grateful to the USTA 
and HSBC for enabling our Littles 
to have such a great experience, 
“says Thomas Mitchell. “It’s also 
wonderful for the kids to see the 
legacy of Arthur Ashe in action.” 

   To find out more about Big 
Brothers Big Sisters of Family 

Services of Westchester, visit their 
Website at www.fsw.org,  or call 

914-937-2320, ext. 143.

   Life is complex 
enough without 
con artists trying to 
separate you from 
your hard earned 
dollars.  It can be very 
costly if you become a 
victim of a scam that 
trades on the image or 
the mission of the IRS.  
Everyone should be 
vigilant in protecting 
personal, financial and 
tax information. 
   The IRS has these 
tips to avoid falling 
prey to con artists.
   Watch your 
personal and financial 
information very closely, particularly 
during electronic transactions. 
The IRS is among a growing 
group of government agencies and 
corporations whose names and Web 
sites are being copied by imposters 
posing employees conducting 
official business and seeking your 
personal information.  Be aware 
that the IRS does not use e-mail to 
initiate contact with taxpayers about 
their accounts. Do not open links in 
unsolicited messages claiming to 
come from the IRS.  
   Not all scams come by way of the 
Internet or email.  The telephone 
is a low-tech source of scams.  Do 
not give away personal information 
to callers claiming to be from the 
IRS unless you have verified their 
caller’s identity.  You can confirm 
an IRS contact by calling 800-829-
1040.
   Thieves can use stolen personal 

Tax Scams – The Last Thing You Need

data to access your financial 
accounts, run up charges on credit 
cards or apply for new loans. With a 
stolen identity a con-artist might try 
to use your Social Security Number 
to intercept your refund or falsify 
employment records leaving the 
IRS with the impression that you do 
not report all of your income.   
   Some con artists earn their living 
by preparing false, and illegal, tax 
returns.  Make certain that all of the 
information on your tax return is 
accurate since you are responsible 
for its content regardless of who 
prepares your return.
   Dishonest return preparers, 
promising unreasonably large 
refunds, can cause many headaches 
for you. Such preparers attract new 
clients by promising large refunds 
while skimming a portion of the 
inflated refunds and charging high 
fees for preparation services.  

Choose carefully when 
you hire a tax preparer. 
As the saying goes, if it 
sounds too good to be 
true, it probably is. 
   In contrast to shady 
tax preparers, some 
con artists openly tell 
you that you do not 
have to pay taxes.  Be 
wary of anyone who 
encourages you to side-
step your responsibility 
to file an income tax 
return or to pay the 
proper amount of tax 
due.
   Some promoters 
make outlandish claims 

that taxes are not legal, that wages 
are not income, that a voluntary 
tax system means you can choose 
not to file or pay and that income 
tax returns violate your protection 
against self-incrimination or the 
right to privacy.  Often these 
promoters will use techniques 
that are strikingly similar to any 
other con-artist to charge a high 
fee to share their “secrets” with 
you.  Such arguments are false and 
have been repeatedly thrown out of 
court.  You may end up paying for 
this mistake twice, first when you 
pay for the bad advice and second 
when you are faced with a higher 
tax bill plus penalties and interest.
   Don’t be scammed when it comes 
to your taxes.  
For more information about these 
and other tax scams visit the IRS 

Web site at IRS.gov.  

Dear EarthTalk: What is the 
issue with the Gulf Stream in 
relation to global warming? 
Could it really stop or disappear 
altogether? If so, what are the 
ramifications of this?
         -- Lynn Eytel, Clark 
Summit, PA 

   Part of the Ocean Conveyor 
Belt—a great river of ocean 
water that traverses the saltwater 
sections of the globe—the 
Gulf Stream stretches from 
the Gulf of Mexico up the 
eastern seaboard of the U.S., 
where it splits, one stream 
heading for Canada’s Atlantic 
coast and the other for northern 
Europe and Greenland. By taking 
warm water from the equatorial 
Pacific Ocean and carrying it into 
the colder North Atlantic, the Gulf 
Stream warms up the eastern U.S. 
and northwestern Europe by about 
five degrees Celsius (41 degrees 
Fahrenheit), making those regions 
much more hospitable than they 
would otherwise be.  
   Among the greatest fears scientists 
have about global warming is that it 

EarthTalk
From the Editors of E/The Environmental Magazine

will cause the massive ice fields of 
Greenland and other locales at the 
northern end of the Gulf Stream to 
melt rapidly, sending surges of cold 
water into the ocean system and 
interrupting the flow of the Ocean 
Conveyor Belt. One doomsday 
scenario is that such an event would 
stop or disrupt the whole Ocean 
Conveyor Belt system, plunging 
Western Europe into a new ice age 
without the benefit of the warmth 
delivered by the Gulf Stream. “The 
possibility exists that a disruption 
of the Atlantic currents might have 
implications far beyond a colder 
northwest Europe, perhaps bringing 
dramatic climatic changes to the 
entire planet,” says Bill McGuire, 
a geophysical hazards professor 
at University College London’s 
Benfield Hazard Research Centre. 
   Computer models simulating 
ocean-atmosphere climate dynamics 
indicate that the North Atlantic 
region would cool between three 
and five degrees Celsius (37 to 41 
degrees Fahrenheit) if Conveyor 
circulation were totally disrupted. 
“It would produce winters twice as 
cold as the worst winters on record 
in the eastern United States in the 
past century,” says Woods Hole 
Oceanographic Institution’s Robert 
Gagosian. 

   The slowing of the Gulf 
Stream has been directly linked 
with dramatic regional cooling 
before, says McGuire. “Just 
10,000 years ago, during a 
climatic cold snap known as the 
Younger Dryas, the current was 
severely weakened, causing 
northern European temperatures 
to fall by as much as 10 degrees 
Fahrenheit,” he says. And 
10,000 years earlier—at the 
height of the last ice age when 
most of northwestern Europe 
was a frozen wasteland—the 
Gulf Stream had just two-thirds 
of the strength it has now. 

   A less dramatic prediction sees 
the Gulf Stream slowing down but 
not stopping entirely, causing the 
east coast of North America and 
northwestern Europe to suffer only 
minor winter temperature dips. 
And some scientists even put forth 
the optimistic hypothesis that the 
cooling effects of a weakened Gulf 
Stream could actually help offset 
the higher temperatures otherwise 
caused by global warming. 
   To McGuire, these uncertainties 
underscore that fact that human-
induced global warming is “nothing 
more nor less than a great planetary 
experiment, many of the outcomes 
of which we cannot predict.” 
Whether or not we can trim our 
addiction to fossil fuels might just 
be the determining factor in whether 
global warming wreaks havoc 
around the world, or just causes us 
minor annoyances. 
Contacts: University College 
London’s Benfield Hazard Research 
Centre, www.benfieldhrc.org/
climate_change/index.htm; Woods 
Hole Oceanographic Institution, 
www.whoi.edu. 
Got An Environmental Question? 
Send it to: EarthTalk, c/o E/The 
Environmental Magazine, P.O. Box 
5098, Westport, CT 06881; submit 
it by directing email to earthtalk@
emagazine.com. 
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