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Questions they don’t want you 
to ask the candidates running for 
office:
• Name and audit each major 
RFP and created agency to see 
who serves on them. What the 
city or agency required; what the 
city and developers committed; 
fees involved; 
tax breaks; 
g o v e r n m e n t 
funding, and all 
other special 
arrangements.
• List all job 
creation advantages, including 
those called for and those actually 
completed.
• Provide statistics on exactly how 
many jobs created came from (fill 
in name of city, village, town...
Greenburgh, Mount Vernon, New 
Rochelle, White Plains, Yonkers 
and the duration of those jobs, as 
well as the estimated dollars into 
the local economy.
• Provide statistics and process for 
those moving into new housing, 
both market rate and affordable. 
Where are these people coming 
from and how are they finding 
out about it? Include all Section 8 
certificates as well.
• Provide a breakdown in costs 

Focusing on the Issues; 
What Say You?

Questions the Taxpayer Should Ask Those Who 
Assume Public Office

By Vox Populi
relative to the assessed values, 
acquisition costs, and taxes on all 
affordable housing sponsored by 
the city, town, village, etc.
• Promote an elected school board
• Make available every PILOT 
agreement.
• List all appointees, both non civil 

service, and 
salaried.
• List any and 
all relations in 
Yonkers City 
Hall (example), 
and the 

Yonkers Board of Education, as 
well as City agencies, such as 
the Yonkers Municipal Housing 
Agency (YMHA), Yonkers Parking 
Authority (YPA), and Yonkers 
Industrial Development Agency 
(YIDA).
   Full disclosure will paint a 
transparent picture as to where we 
are as a city and where we are going 
as a city. List in detail the projects, 
the results and benefits. How will, 
and should overall development 
make Yonkers (example) a better 
place? Are the jobs substantial, 
long-term, and filled basically by 
city residents? Has our tax base 
grown? And when will all these 
taxes come due? 

YONKERS, NY -- Yonkers Mayor 
Phil Amicone received several 
key labor endorsements yesterday, 
garnering the support of more than 
three dozen local chapters affiliated 
with the A.F.L.-C.I.O. for his 
November reelection bid.
   The announcement came mostly 
from skilled trade unions, many of 
which are represented by the large 
umbrella organization known as the 
Building and Construction Trades 

Amicone Receives Key 
Labor Endorsements

Angelo Martinelli (center), former Yonkers mayor, current Director of the 
Board of the Yonkers Chambers of Commerce, leads the endorsement of 

labor unions for incumbent Mayor Phil Amicone (left).

Council, whose 35,000 membership 
(the vast majority of whom live in 
Westchester County) has benefited 
by Yonkers’ economic expansion.
   In addition to the Building and 
Construction Trades Council, 
union leaders representing the 
Communications Workers of 
America (CWA), the Teamsters, 
and the Construction Industry 

YONKERS, NY – New York City 
Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg 
called Yonkers Mayor Phil Amicone 
a “man of integrity, courage 
and vision,” in a new television 
advertising spot that has began its 
run this week. 
    The 30-second spot is said to 
reach some sixty thousand Yonkers 
households on a recurring basis 
between now and Election Day. 
   Mayors Bloomberg and Amicone 
have worked together on numerous 
public safety issues, including their 

Bloomberg 
Endorses 
Amicone

   I have spent a lifetime as a 
Democrat fighting for things you 
and I believe in. In November’s 
election for Mayor I will not have 
the Democrat “label” attached 
to my name.  We live in an age 
where labels are often misleading.  
However, labels do not define who 
we are or what we stand for. They 
don’t bind us together.  
   Why have I not stopped 

Why We Won’t Stop 
Believing 

 
By Ernie Davis

Mayor of the City of Mount Vernon

believing?   
   I cannot stop believing because 
I know if we continue building 
on the foundation we already put 
into place, our children and their 
children will have a brighter future 
which they can believe in.  Our 
journey together is not over!  There 
is so much more we can and will 

PELHAM, NY -- Award-winning 
actor Tom Cruise will be at The 
Picture House in Pelham on 
Thursday, October 18 at 7:00 p.m. 
for a sneak preview of his latest film 
Lions For Lambs.  The screening 
will be followed by a question-and-
answer session with Cruise that will 
be moderated by Peter Travers, film 
critic and senior editor at Rolling 
Stone magazine. 

Tom Cruise to Screen 
“Lions For Lambs”  

at The Picture Housein Pelham

   Tickets went on sale October 13 
at www.thepicturehouse.org.  The 
Picture House is located at 175 
Wolfs Lane in Pelham. 
   Nominated for three Academy 
Awards and the winner of three 
Golden Globe Awards, Cruise has 
achieved unprecedented success 
as an actor.  His films, which 
include Risky Business, Top Gun, 
Rain Man, Born of the Fourth of 

July, Jerry Maguire and the three 
Mission:  Impossible films, have 
earned in excess of six billion 
dollars worldwide, an achievement 
no other actor has come close to. 
   Directed by Academy Award-
winner Robert Redford, Lions For 
Lambs stars Cruise, Redford and 
Meryl Streep.  Lions For Lambs is 
a powerful and gripping story that 

YONKERS, NY -- Yonkers 
Firefighters Union Local 628 
President Hugh Fox, Jr., standing 
before the Shonnard Place Fire 
House, endorsed Democrat Dennis 
Robertson for Mayor of the  
City of Yonkers.    
   Flanked by the Yonkers Firefighters 
Union Executive Board and rank 
and file Firefighters, Dennis 
Robertson said he was proud and 
humbled to accept the endorsement 
of Yonkers Bravest. 

Yonkers Firefighters 
Endorse Dennis Robertson 

for Mayor

Photo courtesy of Barry L. Mason

   “I have long admired the high 
standard of public service that you, 
the Yonkers Firefighters have set 
in your dedication to protecting 
lives and property throughout our 
city. You have reaffirmed my belief 
that the mayor should be Yonkers 
number-one public servant and I 
pledge to be just that. The risks you 
take every day are inspirational; 
I won’t ever stop working to keep 
your trust.  Thank you for endorsing 
me today, I won’t let you down.”

PLEASANTVILLE, NY -- Sierra 
Club leaders from the Lower 
Hudson Group announced the 
Club’s endorsement of John Nonna 
in the race for Westchester County 
Legislator.
   John Nonna has demonstrated 
commitment to the environment 
in both words and actions. His 
primary environmental goals for 
this office include implementing 
efficient energy standards to 
curb the effects of global climate 
change, ensure there is clean 
drinking water for Westchester 
citizens, preserve open spaces 
and wetlands, protect Westchester 
trees from indiscriminate cutting, 
and prevent the expansion of the 
Westchester County Airport.  Mr. 

Sierra Club 
Endorses  

John Nonna

John Nonna at Westchester Senior 
Citizens Hall of Fame ceremony 

with his father Angelo.
   After collecting and submitting 
over 1400 signatures to the 
Westchester Board of Elections, 
Carlos A. Orellana is officially 
acknowledged a candidate running 
under The New Party banner for 
Yonkers City Council, First District. 
Carlos A. Orellana, a registered 
Democrat and resident of Yonkers 
for over 20 years, is committed to 
be the voice and advocate for those 
who are excluded and marginalized 
in the First Yonkers City Council 
District and the City of Yonkers.
   “Thanks to the people in the First 
District who signed the petitions and 
to the many volunteers who helped 
in this process, without whose 
support my candidacy would not 
have been possible,” emphasized 
Orellana.  

A Better 
Community 
is Possible! 

By Carlos A. Orellana

MOUNT VERNON, NY – The 
hotly contested Democrat Primary 
found County Legislator Clinton 
I. Young, Jr. the victor over the 
incumbent Mayor Ernest David. 
Awaiting Westchester County 
Board of Elections certification, 
from October 2, 2007 onward, 
Young has received a growing 
number of supporters. Of note, are 
those in elected office and from the 
Democrat rank-and-file.
   “The majority of Democratic 
voters in Mount Vernon have 
made their decision, and I am truly 
honored that I was their choice,” 
said Young. “I am going to continue 

Mount Vernon City 
Council Supports Young

to work hard in this campaign and 
make sure that everyone in Mount 
Vernon has a brighter future.” 
   Young points to his primary win 
as an indication that the people 
support the creation of an open 
and accountable government, safer 
streets, and more opportunities for 
Mount Vernon’s youth. 
   “A vision means nothing if you 
fail to execute,” said Young.  “I 
plan to deliver consistently for the 
people of Mount Vernon as their 
mayor, as I have done as their 
county legislator.”
   “Unity is so important right now,” 

http://www.thepicturehouse.org/
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Like Klockwork

New York Civic

On the 
Level 

with Hezi Aris on 
WVOX-1460  

AM Radio
NEW ROCHELLE, NY – 
Incumbent Yonkers Mayor Phil 
Amicone will meet his challenger, 
Dennis Robertson in a debate of 
issues pertinent to the Yonkers on 
the October 23, 2007, On the Level 
with Hezi Aris radio program heard 
on your radio dial from 10 AM 
through 11 AM show, at WVOX-
1460 AM radio, or by way of live, 
streaming audio technology on your 
computer.
   For those who can’t get enough 
radio, consider listening to Hezi 
Aris this Thursday, October 25, 
at 8:30 am, when he weighs in 
on events impacting Westchester 
politics with Bob Marrone, host 
of Good Morning, Westchester. 
Join Bob Marrone every day from 
6:00 am through 9:00 am during y 
our daily commute from Monday 
through Friday.
   The call-in talk show format 
invites your perspective; share your 
thoughts. Call us at 914-636-0110. 
Those who call are asked to please 
stay on topic.

   I was with The Journal News in 
Rockland County, N.Y., for 42-
plus years, serving principally as a 
photographer and writer. I came to 
the paper on the cusp of Rockland 
as emerging suburbia, the child 
of a rural county, born a bit more 
than a decade before the Tappan 
Zee Bridge opened in 1955 and the 
great changes that would bring.  
   My seasons at The Journal would 
parallel this suburbia’s great and 
unrelenting growth, added diversity, 
housing density, zoning violations, 
increased traffic, much higher taxes, 
an assault on precious resources 
like water and finally the collective 
eye now half open to saving what 
little land there is left. 
   It is a story not unlike that playing 
out in many areas of our nation. 
   When I arrived at The Journal 
in March 1964 as a “flyboy,” the 
fellow who catches the newspapers 
as they “fly” off the press and then 
stacks them for delivery, Rockland’s 
development as a major post-World 
War II suburb was about 25 percent 
complete. Today that stands at 
almost 100 percent because there 
is very little land remaining for 
tract homes and the houses being 
constructed are McMansions or 
multi-family units. 
   Rockland is now moving into “ex-
urbia,” with elements of both the 
suburbs and urban areas, including 
higher buildings, added housing 
density, a stress on resources and, 
of course, traffic. 
   In my decades at the paper, politics 

Beyond Our Suburbia
 

By Arthur H. Gunther III

was key, since Rockland has always 
been a political animal, more tied 
to lower New York State than the 
land north and west of us. Don’t 
forget it was the 
c o n s e r v a t i v e 
Orange County 
residents who 
threw us out of 
the county in 
1798, and we then 
gladly formed 
Rockland. 
   As the years 
have passed 
since World War 
II, most of the 
political base 
has been formed 
by ex-New 
York Cityites 
who knew the 
ward system, 
constituent service and patronage. 
That is why we have a county 
legislature larger than Bergen 
County, which has more land area 
and population. 
   Even when I was a boy in the 
1940s and ’50s, a glance at The 
Journal News, then called by most 
the Nyack Journal since it was 
based in Nyack and once had that 
name, would show the lead story on 
any given day was about this or that 
government action. And so it is in 
2007. 
   Suburban civic associations 
developed in every community 
after the war, and their successors 
are strong today. From their ranks 

came politicians and other movers 
and shakers. 
   But now Rockland – Westchester 
County, too, and all suburbs, really – 

face the greatest 
challenge yet: 
How to take the 
graying of the 
suburban/once 
country nature 
and limit the 
urban influence 
so that a quality 
of living is not 
further assaulted 
by diminished 
resources, ever-
higher taxes 
and density 
c o n s t r u c t i o n 
that is neither 
architecturally 
pleasing nor 

suitable for what land remains.
   As editor of the editorial pages 
for 20 years and as a columnist for 
25, and, really, even as an editor of 
various sections of the paper and a 
staff photographer, too, my constant 
mantra was to plan wisely, save 
open space because it is cheaper 
for the taxpayer and better-looking 
as well, and to mix communities 
with all income levels to assure that 
less decay sets in and that young 
families and senior citizens have a 
chance to live relatively well. 
   I advocated strong zoning and 
building codes and jailing for 
slumlords who violated them; 
much less strip shopping; an assault 

on litter; and the redevelopment of 
village and hamlet downtowns. 
   Sometimes government listened; 
more often they did not. Yet 
Rockland’s present open space 
plans can be traced to the call by 
The Journal News and by others, 
too, as well as to some better land 
planning. Hamlet center renewal, 
which the paper also supported, 
is being pursued in some of our 
towns. 
   It seems that in very political 
Rockland, whom you know and 
what you can give in the form of 
this favor or another has all too 
frequently determined how areas 
grow. The challenge is to end that 
attitude before we are beset with an 
urbanization that offers not charming 
Gotham-like neighborhoods but 
the negative side, the problems of 
cities. 
   When I retired in 2006, my hope 
was that this challenge would 
remain on the media agenda; it 
has, but not with enough attention 
and force. That is dangerous, for 
beautiful Rockland, with its fine, 
diverse people, excellent schools 
and much charity and goodwill, is 
at a crossing wider than the Hudson 
River. We can swim with the tide 
in our favor in future growth and 
in our necessary redevelopment of 
what is tired and shabby, or we can 
sink in costly urbanization that most 
of us will not like and from which 
others not among us will profit.  
   It is up to us, just like it is up to 
citizens elsewhere in this nation of 

The Column Rule

much-challenged suburbia.

The writer now offers a weekly 
essay on thecolumnrule.com

Day One: Everything changes
Day 282: Dopp takes flight 

   Today we learn that Darren Dopp, 
the governor’s aide at the center of 
what may or may not have been said, 
will not remain to the public payroll. 
Instead be as close to it as you can 
get while remaining in the private 
sector.  He will be a partner with the 
large and influential lobbying firm 
Patricia Lynch Associates.  Ms. 
Lynch was formerly a top aide to 
Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver. 
Her firm has both Democratic and 
Republican partners and clients. 
She is a very important person. 
   First, Darren Dopp deserves a 
nickname.  It will be Doppelganger 
(a ghostly counterpart of a living 
person) since he will now be part 
Silver and part Spitzer.  Dopp 
spent eight years doing press with 
Attorney General (now Governor) 
Spitzer and almost seven months 
in the Executive Chamber. He 
was suspended without pay by the 
governor on July 23 for unspeakable 
‘egregious’ actions and restored 
to the payroll August 26 for the 
purpose of using up his leave time.
   Double D appears to have been 
traded to a new team, making the 
jump from the Spitzers of Fifth 
Avenue on the Upper East side to 
the Silvers of Grand Street on the 
Lower East Side.  The Uppers are 
book smart and have more elegant 
resumes, but the Lowers are street 
smart and get along with people, by 
intimidation if necessary.
   We do not know whether the 
metamorphosis of Dopp from 
attack dog to spaniel was initiated 
by his old boss or his new one.  
Dopp would not have gotten his 
new job with Ms. Lynch without the 
consent of the Speaker. This may 
show the Albany crowd that even 
if Eliot dumps his faithful servant 
after nine years over an action he 
now deliberately denies or defends, 
depending on the day he discusses 
it, the good old reliable buddy, 
Shelly, is ready to pick the wounded 

Dopp Finds a New Job

Dopp Hops to Lobbyland, “I Wish I Could Quit You”  
Vacation Taken, He Flies, Seeking A Kinder Master 

By Henry J. Stern

bird off the floor after he hit the 
glass window, and give him another 
chance to sing for his supper.  
   Or it may have happened because 
Darren knows a great deal about 
the rise to power of a well-born 
prosecutor, and this information 
could be useful to those who are 
compelled by law to deal with him. 
There is an odd chance that Shelly 
is doing Eliot a favor by taking 
Darren off his hands.  He can’t write 
any books while he is working on 
the speaker’s side of the street.  His 
speech will belong to Silver, but his 
silence will be golden. 
Darren Dopp is considered 
competent but he can be cutthroat.  
While Spitzer was Attorney 
General, Dopp leaked like a sieve, 
giving nuggets of information 
about pending cases.  This would 
be regarded as unethical by those 
who believe that cases should be 
tried in court, not by press release.  
Others would argue that since 
corporations are so rich, powerful 
and well lawyered, the only way to 
reach them is by public shaming.  
   Since Dopp is not a lawyer, he may 
or may not be bound by a lawyers 
code of ethics, but he was obviously 
spinning on behalf of his employer, 
a graduate of Harvard Law School 
who is a gifted member of the New 
York bar. In fact, he appoints many 
of the judges. In their defense, the 
AG’s office is by no means the only 
leaky faucet in the house of ill-
kept secrets. A first-hand account 
of some of these shenanigans is 
provided by Charles Gasparino, 
who described his encounters with 
Dopp in the July 27 Post.
   Dopp showed his loyalty to Spitzer 
by taking the fall for whatever he 
did this year with the state police, 
although the information he wanted 
on Senator Bruno’s political air 
flights at public expense was 
otherwise available.  Loyalty and 
discretion are qualities that are 
valued in the Capitol, and Dopp is 
expected to serve his new employer 
with the same fidelity he showed 

his old mentor.  Now that he is 
back on a payroll, he can continue 
to pay off his mortgage and educate 
his children.  They say he will 
not be a lobbyist, but will devote 
himself to the public relations work 
of Patricia Lynch Associates. A 
communications consultant, Dopp 
may, however, have information 
that could be useful to those who 
do the lobbying. There is nothing 
wrong with that. 
We are pleased that Dopp has found 
a safe harbor, with the aid of the 
man who may still be New York 
State’s most powerful Democrat, 
although the general expectation 
was that that role would end 
January 1.  On the other hand, one 
should never underestimate a sitting 
governor with intellect, money and 
commitment. When push comes to 
shove, the mob rallies about the 
king, not the courtiers. Remember 
Marc Antony’s speech. 
   For anyone who thinks this pas 
de deux is unusual, don’t worry, 
this is Albany.   We look forward 
to seeing where the players will be 
when the music stops next time.   
Oddly, we wish these people well as 
individuals, they are not monsters.  
It is the system of government 
which gives them inordinate power 
over the State and its budget that 
is grotesque.  To the extent the 
oligarchs share any power; it is with 
their contributors and some of their 
vassals, many of whom are elected.  

But can we say for certain that if the 
sheep had autonomy, their bleats 
would be any wiser?  Or would a 
new set of obligations and payoffs 
appear with the decentralization of 
power. Ironically, in terms of the 
public interest, the cause of reform 
does not insure that, even if it is 
achieved, the substantive results 
will be any better. There will, 
however, be more cooks preparing 
the broth, hopefully not spoiling it.
   The governor considers himself 
a reformer, but he does not show 
regard or respect for anyone who 
disagrees with him on any issue, 
viewing every legislative dispute 
as a contest between good and evil, 
with himself, of course, as the white 
knight.  This makes it difficult to 
bargain or negotiate on issues so 
there isn’t much bargaining going 
on. That means nothing much 
happens in Albany, while money 
continues to hemorrhage from the 
swollen budget and young people 
continue to leave chilly and jobless 
regions upstate.
We consider ourselves reformers 
and progressives, but government 
is not a morality play, with all the 
good guys on one side. It can be so 
in many countries around the world 
which are ruled by a dictatorship 
or a junta. Here in the United 
States, however, it would be hard 
to maintain that any one faction 
or public official has a permanent 
monopoly on truth and justice.
   Can we get down to the public 
issues that face the State of New 
York? Now we are approaching the 
middle of October. The leaves are 
falling fast.
Press Review
   Elizabeth Benjamin tells the story 
in the Daily News on p2 today, 
DOPP DROPS OFF:   Suspended 
Spitzer aid leaves post for big 
lobbying firm.  Her lede:  
   “Darren Dopp, the aide to Gov. 
Spitzer forced into exile by the 
Troopergate scandal, returns to 
work in Albany today but not on the 
public payroll.”    

   Charles Gasparino gave a detailed 
case against Dopp in an article that 
appeared in the Post on July 27, 2007, 
ELIOT’S M.O.: THEY FIGHT 
DIRTY. It reported about author of 
books about American businesses. 
He now works for CNBC. He was 
the Wall Street Journal and we use 
the first paragraph as the lede:
   “Until recently, most of the elite 
media never got on Darren Dopp’s 
bad side - or, to be more precise, the 
bad side of his boss, Gov. Spitzer. 
I did, and because I did, I have 
something in common with Senate 
Majority Leader Joe Bruno.”
   The News is split.  Michael 
Goodwin finds the governor 
untruthful, but Bill Hammond has 
written a number of columns, one 
today, to the effect that the real 
villain in TrooperChopperGate 
is Senate majority leader Joseph 
Bruno, who has, according to 
Hammond, been misusing state 
planes and other public resources 
for years.  News editorials are much 
more sympathetic to the governor 
than the Post has been.
   The New York Sun publishes an 
article by Jacob Gershman today: 
SOME IN G.O.P. MAY WANT 
SPITZER SCANDAL TO END.  
A few State Senators expressed 
the anonymous wish to return 
to state business, feeling that 
TrooperChoppergate may have 
been milked for all it was worth.  
It is possible public opinion 
may shift, if people feel that the 
Republicans are making too much 
of the incident, even though they 
doubt the governor’s veracity and 
would prefer him to testify under 
oath.  But enough may be enough. 

Henry Stern is president of New 
York Civic (www.NYCivic.org) and 

a blogger on public issues. 
He was New York City’s Parks 
Commissioner for fifteen years 

under Mayors Koch and Giuliani.

   Here with another  
bite of a rotting apple. 
   This might get me drummed out 
of the AARP in disgrace, force 
me to pay full price at the flicks, 
disqualify me from a discount at 
Denny’s and raise the hoary hackles 
of geezerly readers, but somebody 
had damn well better sound the 
dreary drumbeat, so why not me? 
   I was born in 1926; barely making 
it into the “Greatest Generation,” 
lionized in Tom Brokaw’s literary 
roar, by jumping into the tail-
end of World War II as a 17-
year-old Marine Corps enlistee. 
   Therein, I had an underwhelming 
impact on that great victory, 
but contributed significantly to 
the baby boom which ensued. 
   Those autobiographical snippets 
are offered here as my admittedly 

In Recognition of the Greediest Generations?
By Joe Klock, Sr.

limp claim of the right to respectfully 
reject  Brother Tom’s crown of 
glory, on behalf of those who rank in 
that approximate level of antiquity, 
as well as younger oldsters. 
   Many of my contemporaries 
were, indeed, great - and none of 
this is intended to dull the luster of 
that greatness - but on our watch a 
terrible crime was committed against 
those begotten during the Baby 
Boom and their subsequent begats. 
   Cutting to the chase, it was in 
“our time” and thereafter that Social 
Security became the biggest shell 
game in our nation’s history - a dirty 
business that goes on uncorrected 
even as these words are written. 
   Consider these facts - or 
refute them if you can:  
   When Social Security was 
introduced, the prescribed retirement 

age and average life expectancy 
were nearly in a dead heat, with 
a comfortable margin between 
income to and outgo from the fund. 
   About a decade later, in 1945, 
the situation was still rosy, with the 
necessary reserves socked away and 

more than 40 workers paying into the 
system for each retiree on the dole. 
   Fast-forward to today, when that 
ratio is only three putters-in for 
each taker-out; then project that 
to a relatively nearby 2030, when 
each beneficiary will be supported 
by a mere pair of contributors. 
   Then, in 2041, the Social 
Security well will run bone dry; 
that is, unless “something” is done. 
   This all happened because our 
elected officials played Santa Claus 
with their constituents and Jesse 
James with the trust funds. It’s as 
simple - and despicable - as that, and 
there were plenty of soiled hands 
on both sides of the political aisle. 
   Where did all the money go? 
Almost all of it to beneficiaries of 
so-called “entitlements,” but with 
little-to-no regard for whether the 

outlays were actuarially sound. 
   As a result - and there’s no way 
to tap-dance around this ugly 
reality - the only possible solutions 
are raising taxes, adjusting benefit 
criteria, or an amalgam of the two. 
   Finding politicians willing to face 
that music is about as easy as finding 
virgin participants in a frat party, but 
there are no other detours around 
the financial train wreck ahead. 
   Doing it with numbers alone 
would require either an immediate 
increase of 16 percent in the payroll 
tax or a 13 percent slash in benefits. 
Then, to cover Medicare’s exploding 
hospital costs, boost payroll taxes by 
another 122 percent or cut spending 
in half. (These adjustments would 
be doable within approximately 

see Like Klockwork Pg. 3
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The Fine Print
By Lisa Fine 

the same time frame as a 
training program for flying pigs.) 
   For sure, a cure will have to 
involve some increase in taxes - 
perhaps raising or even eliminating 
the cap on earnings subject to 
the SS bite, now set at $97,500.  
   Two other ways to mitigate the 
problem would be to knock off 
the option of retiring at age 62 and 
maybe postponing eligibility until 
70 for those still able to engage in 
some kind of remunerative work. 
   Another contribution could be 
made by current  recipients of 
benefits who don’t need the money 
to make ends meet - that is to say, 
just cutting off those of us who can 
live comfortably without monthly 
checks from kindly old Uncle Sugar. 
   Anticipating major flak 
from my fellow recipients 
about “entitlements,” I hasten 

In Recognition of the  
Greediest Generations?

   His name was Frank Danko, and 
he never should have been a police 
officer. How he was able to pass the 
psychological testing portion of the 
New York City screening process, 
I’ll never know. It wouldn’t take a 
normal person more than 5 minutes 
to conclude that Danko was several 
fries short of a Happy Meal. Yet, 
this wacky, antisocial misfit was 
wearing a uniform, carrying a gun 
and dealing with the public as a 
representative of the law. 
   My first encounter with Danko 
occurred after I was transferred 
from Brooklyn’s Bed-Stuy area to 
a precinct in Queens. It was my 
first night at the new location and 
I was perusing the roll call sheet 
on the bulletin board at the station 
house as I prepared for a midnight 
to 8am shift. When I saw that I was 
partnered in a radio car with a cop 
named Danko, I asked one of the 
officers to point him out. The cop 
looked at me with a smirk and said, 
“You got Danko tonight? Good 
luck!” Well, during my years in the 
high crime area of Brooklyn, I had 
dealt with cops who had reputations 
for being difficult to work with.  
   Sometimes it was because they 
were too free with their nightsticks, 
and other times because they were 
always looking to supplement their 
salaries with freebies. The Danko 

Copping an Attitude 
By Bob Weir

experience would be very different. 
I didn’t get to meet him until I went 
outside the building to find the car 
we were assigned to. He was already 
sitting in the passenger seat as I 
opened the driver’s side door. “Hi, 
I’m Bob Weir,” I said, extending my 
hand to shake. “Yeah, I can read the 
roster,” he replied gruffly, paying 
no attention to my overture. Eyeing 
him curiously, I began driving 
toward our assigned sector. He was 
staring straight ahead, motionless. 
I figured the guy must be having a 
bad day, but I began to think about 
what the other cop had said.  
   Within minutes, as I stopped the 
car at a red light, a middle-aged 
man pulled up alongside Danko’s 
door and rolled down his window. 
“Excuse me officer,” he said, “can 
you tell me how to get to the Cross 
Island Parkway?” My partner 
turned slowly toward the man and 
said, “What the (expletive) do I 
look like, a map?” The questioner 
was no more startled than I was 

as we both stared incredulously at 
the man in uniform. “Officer, what 
did you say?” the man gasped. The 
realization suddenly hit me that I 
was working with a psycho. “Sir, 
please pull your car over to the side 
and I’ll give you the directions you 
need,” I said, trying to recover from 
this public relations disaster.  
   Still staring in disbelief, the 
driver complied and I pulled the 
cruiser behind him. Danko was 
back to staring straight ahead as if 
nothing happened. “Stay here!” I 
said sternly as I left the vehicle and 
approached the stunned civilian. 
“Please excuse my partner,” I said, 
thinking as fast as I could. “He just 
had a death in his family and he’s 
not handling it well,” I lied. “Well, 
I’m sorry for him,” the man replied, 
“but he should not be dealing with 
the public while he’s in that state of 
mind.” After a bit more cajoling on 
my part, I directed the man toward 
his destination and I went back to my 
car. “What exactly is your problem, 

man?” I said indignantly. He turned 
toward me and his face became a 
grotesque mask. For a moment, I 
thought his head was going to do 
a 360 and he’d be vomiting green 
slime at me, ala The Exorcist.  
   “I don’t like people asking me 
stupid questions,” he barked and 
turned back to staring through the 
front window. I knew there was 
only a skeleton crew working that 
night, so I decided to tough it out. 
It became the longest night of my 
life. I stayed mostly on the side 
streets and didn’t let him drive at 
all. At the end of the tour, I told the 
clerical office not to pair me with 
him again. They were not surprised. 
I learned later that Danko was a 
reformed alcoholic, a condition that 
made him practically invulnerable 
to punishment in a department with 
a fair share of boozers. Ultimately, 
a new captain was assigned and 
soon, Danko was history. Maybe 
the captain asked him where the 
clerical office was. 

Bob Weir is a contributing 
columnist to Yonkers Tribune 

and Westchester Times Tribune. 

BobWeir777@aol.com.

to concede that we DID pay 
into the fund and WERE 
promised specific benefits. 
   But get this, folks: That money 
is KAPUT - misspent by our 
elected Reprehensibles  - gone with 
the oratorical wind they passed 
while passing out bogus largesse! 
   On our present course, we’re just 
piling up IOUs to be dealt with by 
our children, and theirs, and theirs. 
   There are bullets to be bitten, 
unless we are to go into American 
history as The Greediest Generation 
- a title guaranteed to hit the 
bestseller list circa 2041.     

 
Freelance wordworker Joe Klock, 

Sr. (joeklock@aol.com) is a 
winter Floridian who summers 
in New Hampshire. More of his 

“Klockwork,” is at 
www.joeklock.com.

digs behind the news, the politics 
and a nation divided to explore 
the human consequences of a 
complicated war.  The story begins 
after two determined students at 
a West Coast University, Arian 
(Derek Luke) and Ernest (Micheal 
Pena), follow the inspiration 
of their idealistic professor, Dr. 
Malley (Redford), and attempt to 
do something important with their 
lives.  But when the two make the 
bold decision to join the battle in 
Afghanistan, Malley is both moved 
and distraught.  Now, as Arian 
and Ernest fight for survival in the 
field, they become the string that 
binds together two disparate stories 

Tom Cruise to Screen 
“Lions For Lambs”  

at The Picture Housein Pelham

on opposite sides of America.  In 
California, an anguished Dr. Malley 
attempts to reach a privileged 
but disaffected student (Andrew 
Garfield) who is the very opposite 
of Arian and Ernest.  Meanwhile, 
in Washington D.C. the charismatic 
Presidential hopeful, Senator Jasper 
Irving (Cruise), is about to give 
a bombshell story to a probing 
TV journalist (Streep) that may 
affect Arian and Ernest’s fates.  As 
arguments, memories and bullets 
fly, the three stories are woven ever 
more tightly together, revealing 
how each of these Americans has a 
profound impact on each other and 
the world.

MOUNT VERNON, NY -- The 
public is invited to attend the 
Friends of the Mount Vernon 
Public Library’s Fall Book and 
Bake Sale, on Friday November 
9, 2007 and Saturday November 
10, 2007.  Event hours are 10:00 
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. each day. 
   The sale will be held at the 
Mount Vernon Public Library, 
28 South First Avenue, in the 

The Friends of The Mount Vernon Public Library to 
Host Fall Book and Bake Sale

Community Room (use South 
Second Avenue entrance).  It is a 
great opportunity to browse for 
books for the entire family, and 
enjoy delicious refreshments, all 
to benefit the city’s historic library.  
    The public may also make 
donations of new and gently 
used books, beginning today 
through November 3, 2007.  No 
textbooks or encyclopedias please. 

   Donations should be brought 
in boxes or shopping bags (no 
garbage bags) to the library’s South 
Second Avenue entrance.   Please 
ring the bell in the alcove, for a 
custodian to accept the donations.  
   For more information, contact 
Ruth Shire at 914.668.0583. 
   The Friends of the Mount Vernon 
Library, is a non-profit organization 
of volunteers, whose purpose 

is to promote the Library, as a 
resource for educational, cultural, 
and recreational activities in our 
community.  Through monetary 
and service donations, members of 
the Friends draw public attention to 
and support the Library’s programs, 
services, activities, facilities and 
needs.

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- At a check 
presentation ceremony Monday, 
October 15, 2007, The Dannon 
Company, Inc. awarded Cornell 
Cooperative Extension (CCE) of 
Westchester County the second 
annual Dannon Next Generation 
Nutrition Grant. CCE received 
$19,500 in support of its program, 
“Shake & Bake” in partnership 
with the White Plains Youth 
Bureau. “Children are especially 
receptive to heeding principles of 
good nutrition, healthy lifestyle 
and regular exercise when these 
things are taught in a fun and non-
traditional setting,” said Barbara 
Sacks, CCE Executive Director. 
“Cornell Cooperative Extension 
has been a leader in the field of 
nutrition and fitness education for 
many years. Now, thanks to this 
Dannon grant we will be able to 
reach more population through 
a local after-school program. 
Through this program, we will 
strive to motivate each participant, 
empowering them with skills 
and knowledge necessary to 
develop healthy personalities, 
while providing guidance that 
will encourage commitment to 
personal growth. Dannon’s grant 
is an investment in the future and 
will have many-fold return for 
years to come.”  
   With funding from The Dannon 
Company, CCE aims to improve 
dietary habits and encourage the 
adoption of fitness into the daily 
lifestyle of 75 middle school youth 
in the White Plains area. CCE 

The Great Jack-O-Lantern Blaze
Over 4,000 hand-carved and 
illuminated pumpkins can be seen 
at Historic Hudson Valley’s Van 
Cortlandt Manor in Croton, on 
select evenings until Halloween 
night from 6:30pm to 10pm. 
Visitors can walk through the 
winding paths of this 18th century 
riverside mansion, accompanied by 
spooky music and special lighting 
effects, and discover an exciting and 
incredible artistic display of jack-o-
lanterns – all ablaze! This 19-day 

event is the largest of its kind in the 
area. Tickets must be purchased in 
advance. Info: 914 631-8200.  

Trick or Treat
Halloween is almost here and it 
is time to start getting children’s 
costumes ready - and to think safety. 
Many area businesses and stores 
even welcome trick-or-treaters. 
Dr. Ben Dancygier and his staff at 
Valley Pediatric Dentistry, 3630 
Hill Blvd in Jefferson Valley, are 
hosting a costume contest and party 

on Halloween 
- Wednesday 
October 31 
from 1 to 6pm. 
Prizes, treats and 
probably a few 
toothbrushes will 
be awarded for 
the most original, 
funniest and 
scariest costumes. 
Info: 914 245-
7100.

Gift Shop Opens
A wide variety 
of gifts for all 
occasions can be 
found in the new 
shop at Somers 
Custom Framing, 
253 Route 202 in 
Somers. Owners 
Ken & Ginny 
Ryan will now 
offer many 

products for the home, bath and body 
along with their framing services.  

Info: 914 276-3173. 

Congratulations Dr. Wiji
More than 200 colleagues, friends 
and family recently honored 
Dr. Wijayan S. Ratnathicam of 
Peekskill, in recognition of his 
retirement and over 27 years of 
outstanding service in the field of 
general surgery. ‘Wiji’ (as he is 
called by many) will continue to 
consultant with the Hudson Valley 
Medical Group in Peekskill, and 
will maintain his offices at 1985 

Crompond Road. At this time, he is 
overseas where he has volunteered 
for extended medical stints in Africa 
and India.

To submit information for The 
Fine Print, please send emails to 
TheFinePrintNY@verizon.net, call 
914 243-9761, or visit the www.
LisaFineCommunications.com 
Website. Lisa Fine is owner of LF 
Communications, Inc. some of 
whose clients may be mentioned on 
occasion.

2nd Annual ‘Dannon Next Generation Nutrition Grant’ Awarded to  
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Westchester
$19,500 Grant to Fund ‘Shake & Bake’ Program with White Plains Youth Bureau

will be partnering with the 
White Plains Youth Bureau 
for the program, which 
will be offered through the 
Bureau’s middle school 
after-school program called 
“Club Excel.” 
    The programming will 
be offered under the title 
“Shake & Bake” and will 
consist of two, weekly 1.5 
hour classes, including a 
nutrition class and a fitness 
class. The nutrition class 
will teach the children 
how foods are classified 
using MyPyramid, portion 
control and how to choose a 
variety of foods to provide 
the essential nutrients 
needed to support growth 
and maintain health. The 
fitness class will show the 
children how to develop 
an active lifestyle by 
incorporating a variety of 
routine and fun activities 
into their daily schedule. 
The program will consist 
of 7 8-week sessions.
   CCE has more than 35 
years of experience in providing 
nutrition education programs 
to a wide variety of audiences 
throughout Westchester County, 
including working with limited 
income audiences under the 
federally funded Expanded Food 
and Nutrition Program and Eat 
Smart New York!, also known as 
the Food Stamp Nutrition Education 
Program.

   The White Plains Youth Bureau 
was established by the White Plains 
Common Council in 1970. Its 
mission is to provide children and 
youth with effective development 
programs for their early life. A 
major initiative undertaken by the 
Youth Bureau is called Project 
Hope, which promotes health and 
fitness.
   “The benefits children receive 

from nutrition education will 
stay with them throughout their 
lives. I congratulate Cornell 
Cooperative Extension and Dannon 
on their investment in the health 
of Westchester County’s future 
leaders,” said Westchester County 
Executive Andrew Spano.
   “Children who learn about a 
healthy lifestyle will have a positive 
influence on their families’ food 

choices today as well 
as someday when they 
can pass these lessons 
on to their own children. 
Teaching children good 
nutrition habits will lead 
to healthier homes and 
families for generations to 
come,” said White Plains 
Mayor Joseph Delfino.
   The Dannon Company 
established the Dannon 
Next Generation Nutrition 
Grant in 2006 to promote 
childhood nutrition 
education and contribute 
up to $30,000 in each of 
four different locations, 
up to $120,000 in total, 
to programs that nurture 
healthy eating habits 
among children in each of 
the communities where a 
Dannon facility is located. 
   “The mission of 
Dannon’s Next Generation 
Nutrition Grant is to 
help children and their 
families live healthier 
lives by addressing 
both diet and exercise 
as a means to combat 

obesity,” said Gayle Binney, 
Manager, Corporate Responsibility, 
The Dannon Company. “We are 
pleased with the successful launch 
of our grant program last year, 
and we look forward to seeing the 
results of this year’s grant winner, 
Cornell Cooperative Extension, 
and how they will help make 
Westchester County a healthy and  

active community.” 
    Monday’s check presentation 
event, held at Dannon’s 
headquarters in White Plains, New 
York, was attended by members 
of the CCE program, White 
Plains Youth Bureau, Westchester 
County Executive Andrew Spano, 
and White Plains Mayor Joseph 
Delfino. Also in attendance were 
the Dannon Company’s President 
& CEO Juan Carlos Dalto; Dannon 
executive committee member 
Charlene Binder, Vice President of 
Human Resources; and Dannon’s 
corporate social responsibility 
manager, Gayle Binney. 
   Dannon Next Generation Nutrition 
Grants provide needed funding to 
non-profit organizations in or near 
White Plains, NY; Minster, OH; 
Fort Worth, TX; and West Jordan, 
UT, where Dannon headquarters or 
production facilities are located.
   
About The Dannon Company, Inc.

The Dannon Company is America’s 
founding national yogurt company 

and continually leverages its 
expertise to develop and market 
innovative cultured fresh dairy 
products in the United States.  

Headquartered in White Plains, 
NY, Dannon is owned by Groupe 

Danone, one of the world’s leading 
producers of packaged foods and 
beverages, and Dannon is the top-
selling brand of yogurt products 
worldwide, sold under the names 
Dannon and Danone. For more 

information, visit  
www.dannon.com. 

Photo of Gayle Binney, Dannon’s corporate social responsibility manager, at a grant 
presentation event at Dannon’s plant in Minster, Ohio on Oct. 1, 2007. Dannon is giving a 

total of four grants this year in communities where Dannon facilities are located. 
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Campaign Trail

First, a brief update:
• Last Monday, we presented the Mayor with 650 petition

signatures, along with a bound report of stats, maps and
pictures. (Incidentally, we have received about 120 more
signatures since then!)

• We were hopeful that Mayor Amicone would go to bat
for us (pun intended) and get a field made for our kids.

• A meeting took place last Wednesday, and Killoran not
only refused to consider putting a halt to construction
(slated to begin soon), but demanded that the Mayor
expedite the processing of the building permits.

• The Mayor agreed to his demands, but, to our knowl-
edge, has not issued to building permits, and there is 
no evidence of any construction as of yet. He also said
that he supports a compromise, but as to what the
details of this compromise are, we are unclear.

Therefore, we have hope.
• Our rally was held on Thursday, in front of Pearls.

News 12 covered some of the rally ond ran a story 
about the situation on Friday. Mr. Killoran told News 12 
that he is willing to negotiate (see for yourself by going
to http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ngBpkpdhgME)

• The bake sale was a success and we will secure a
check for almost $200 to give to the Habitat families,
wherever they may end up living.

• Several politicians (both City and County) and the Police
joined the rally and reiterated their support for the plan. 

• Parents offered to help with the PR work, and we are
still committed to securing a play field for our kids.

What you can do to help:
• Go to one of the 'Candidate's Nights' listed below and

ask the Mayor what he can do to secure a large field for
our students and neighbors, at Purser Place. Please
note that many of the organizers request that questions
to candidates be submitted in writing a few days in
advance. So, even if you cannot attend the forum, you
can still make an impact by submitting a question!

CANDIDATES NIGHTS

Monday, Oct. 15, 7:30 pm
Nepera Park Grey Oaks (NPGO) • St. Marks & Sprain Lake
Knowles, First Police Precinct

Thursday 10/18 7:30 PM 
Ludlow Park Candidates Night • Chema Center

Wednesday, Oct. 24, 7:30 pm 
Park Hill Neighborhood Association • Park Hill Racquet Club

• Tell the Mayor — via a phone  (914-377-6300), or email
(cityhall@cityofyonkers.com)  —  that you want to
increase our outdoor space.

• Write to the media and Habitat sponsors to keep the
pressure on.

• Share with us us your thoughts, suggestions and ideas
by responding to this e-mail.

• Collect petition signatures on our behalf by spreading the
word and directing everyone to www.purserpark.org.
Respond to this e-mail if you’d like some blank petition sheets.

• Be involved in a meeting to discuss options and ideas 
for our new outdoor space. (Details and date to be
announced.)

Together, we can 
still create our park!

"What?"
Yes, we are!As long as there is a need to increase outdoor space for 
our schools and community, we will keep trying. And we still need your support!

"They are still trying
to get that field?"

For our children, 
For our community!

PurserPark  ORGORG
A COALITION TO CREATE GREEN SPACE FOR SOUTHWEST YONKERS

Nonna indicated he is committed to 
limiting development in watershed 
areas and preventing the use of 
pesticides on public property in 
his district, including Grasslands 
Reservation.
   Under his leadership as Mayor 
of Pleasantville (1995 to 2003), he 
restored Nannahagan Pond after 
silt accumulated from upstream 
development, won awards from the 
Westchester County Department of 
Planning for establishing several 
parks, began a water leak detection 
program to save thousands of 
gallons of water, and joined with 
the town of New Castle to ensure 
high quality filtered water to the 
residents of both municipalities.  
Because of his Mr. Nonna’s efforts, 
the village of Pleasantville received 
a Pride in Public Works award 
from the New York Conference of 
Mayors for its “Natural Disaster/ 
Sewer Plant Protection System.”

Sierra Club Endorses  
John Nonna

   Mr. Nonna recognizes the urgency 
of global climate change.  He 
pledges to embrace and implement 
proposals made by the Westchester 
County Global Warming Task 
Force during the past year, such 
as improving the energy efficiency 
of municipal buildings, retrofitting 
streetlights, installing renewable 
power applications, increasing 
recycling, and purchasing hybrid 
vehicles.  He emphasizes the 
importance of public education 
about the impact of global climate 
change on Westchester and how 
“green” living may assist in curbing 
its effects.   
   Sierra Club leaders urged residents 
of the Mount Pleasant district who 
care about protecting open spaces, 
clean water, clean air and working 
to prevent global climate change to 
elect John Nonna for Westchester 
County Legislator, District Three.  

   If elected, Carlos A. Orellana will 
work hard to: 
• Create job training programs and 
employment opportunities for our 
residents;
• Improve our children’s education;
• Obtain more funds for educational 

A Better Community 
is Possible!

and recreational activities for our 
children and youth; 
• Advocate for affordable housing 
for the working families; and
• Work closely with community 
groups, leaders, city officials, and 
police department.

said Reginald LaFayette, Chair of 
the Westchester Democratic Party.  
“Clinton Young has proven that his 
new vision for the City of Mount 
Vernon is one that the people can 
believe in and be proud of.” 
   “The primary is over, and 
the voters have clearly spoken 
in support of the direction that 
Clinton Young wants to take our 
city,” said Serapher Conn-Halevi, 
Chairwoman of the Mount Vernon 
Democratic City Committee.  “The 
Democratic Party and I strongly 
stand behind Clinton Young for 
Mayor 100 percent.” 
   On Saturday, October 13, 2007, 
local Democrats will have gathered 
at Memorial Field to endorse the 

Mount Vernon City Council 
Supports Young

mayoral campaign of Clinton Young 
under the aegis of “Democrats 
Support Democrats!” 
   Joining Clinton Young and running 
mate Lyndon Williams, who won 
the Democratic nomination for 
the race for 13th District County 
Legislator, will be Westchester 
Democratic Party Chairman 
Reginald LaFayette, Mount Vernon 
City Committee Chairwoman 
Serapher Conn-Halevi, New York 
State Assemblyman J. Gary Pretlow, 
Chairman of the Westchester 
County Board Bill Ryan, City 
Council President Steve Horton, 
Councilwoman Loretta Hottinger, 
Councilman Bill Randolph, and 
Councilman Yuhanna Edwards.

accomplish.  
   It is important that you know you 
can vote to keep Mount Vernon 
moving forward with me as Mayor.  
It is equally important that you 
understand you can vote for me and 
still be a good Democrat. .  Anyone 
who tells you that you can’t is 
trying to confuse you and deny you 
your rights. Don’t let that happen.  
If you have any questions about 
your voting rights please call my 
office.  You do not have to change 
your registration in order to vote for 
me.  You have the right to vote for 
me and still remain a Democrat. 
   Between now and Election Day 
people will try to shake your trust in 
me.  But we have 12 years of trust 
together.  We won’t let that happen.  
Together we’ll move Mount Vernon 
forward and keep our city unified in 

Why We Won’t Stop 
Believing

its purpose. 
   Over 12 years I’ve shown that 
the real job of the Mayor is to be 
Mount Vernon’s #1 public servant.  
Anger and ambition is not what 
people want in their mayor.  Your 
support has strengthened me.  It 
has prepared me for the challenges 
that lie ahead.  Personal attacks by 
those who seek to divide us will 
not prevent me from responding to 
you. 
   Side by side we will continue to 
make the vision of a better Mount 
Vernon a reality.  Together we will 
dare to believe that hard work and 
planning will move us ahead.  
   We won’t let labels or mistakes 
prevent us from making Mount 
Vernon what it can be, what it 
ought to be, what it has started to 
become.  You and I simply “Won’t 
Stop Believing!”

participation in the Mayors Against 
Illegal Guns Coalition, a bipartisan 
organization of big city mayors 
whose goal is to keep illegal guns 
out of the hands of criminals. 
    The two mayors have also 
worked together on initiatives to 
enhance the intrinsic economic 
development and business links 
that exists between their cities, 
most notably with a new commuter 
ferry service between downtown 
Yonkers and Lower Manhattan. 
   Mayor Bloomberg touted 
Amicone’s record on growing the 
economy, creating jobs, improving 

Bloomberg Endorses 
Amicone

From Page 1

schools and keeping people safe; 
declaring that Amicone “always 
does what’s right for his city.” 
   Amicone expressed his gratitude 
for the endorsement. “Mayor 
Bloomberg’s strong leadership and 
ability to bring people together 
has brought him praise from New 
Yorkers of all parties, and I am 
grateful that he recognizes what we 
are doing to continue the progress 
in Yonkers.”
    The ad may be viewed or 
downloaded from Amicone’s 
campaign website: 
www.Amicone2007.com. 

Council were also on hand to voice 
their support of Mayor Amicone’s 
reelection efforts.
   “Mayor Amicone promised more 
jobs, new development and a strong 
economy would be the centerpieces 
of his administration and he 
has delivered on his promises,” 
remarked Edward Doyle, President 
of the Building and Construction 
Trades Council. “Working men and 
women throughout Yonkers have 
benefited from this mayor’s pro-
growth policies with better jobs, 
stronger wages and a better place 
to raise their families. I’m proud to 
say that Mayor Amicone has earned 
our endorsement and another four 
years to keep building up Yonkers 
for future generations.”
   US Department of Labor most 
recent statistics have shown 
Yonkers at an enviable, low 4% 
unemployment rate.
   Amicone’s record boasts an 
additional 5,000 jobs added to 
Yonkers’ economy during his four 
years in office.
   “Mayor Amicone has provided 
the right leadership at the right time 
for Yonkers. It’s obvious when you 
go to Yonkers now that he has really 
begun to tap into the city’s potential 
strength through job creation and 
economic expansion and that’s 
paying off for people who live and 
work there,” said CWA Assistant 
President Christopher Cutter.
CWA’s membership was also 
tremendously supportive of Mayor 
Amicone’s decision to add an 
additional cable television franchise 
in Yonkers by bringing in Verizon, 
a move they say will create union 
jobs and promote a cheaper and 
more competitive marketplace for 
consumers.
   “I am honored to accept 
endorsements from organizations 
that represent literally thousands of 
dedicated and professional men and 
women who go to work everyday 

Amicone Receives Key Labor 
Endorsements

From Page 1 building up our towns and cities 
with the goal of making a better 
living for their families and a better 
place to live for all of us. The men 
and women represented here today 
are the backbone of our economy 
and are the reason I’m working 
so hard to continue creating jobs 
and growing our economy for 
the future,” expressed Mayor 
Amicone.
 A list of unions represented at 
yesterday’s press announcement 
follows:
• Communication Workers of 
America
• Construction Industry Council
• Building and Construction 
Trades Council (affiliates follow): 
Teamsters Local 456,  Asbestos 
Workers Local 91, Boilermakers 
Local 5, Bricklayers & Allied Crafts 
Local 5, Bridge Painters Local 806,  
Empire State Regional Council of 
Carpenters, United Cement Masons 
‘Union, Dockbuilders Local 1456, 
Electricians Local 3, Electricians 
Local 363, Elevator Constructors 
Local 1, Glaziers Local 1281 
,Ironworkers District Council,, 
Ironworkers Local 40, Ironworkers 
Local 417, Ironworkers Local 580, 
Building Laborers Local 235, Road 
Laborers Local 60, Lathers Local 
46, Metal Polishers Local 8A - 28A, 
Millwrights Local 740, Operating 
Engineers Local 15, Operating 
Engineers Local 30
Operating Engineers Local 137, 
Painters District Council No.9, 
Operative Plasterers & CEMENT 
Masons’ Local 530, Plumbers & 
Steamfitters Local 21, Resilient 
Floor Covers Local 2287, Riggers 
Local 197, Road Sprinkler Fitters 
Local 669, Roofers & Waterproofers 
Local 8, Sheet Metal Workers Local 
38
Sheet Metal Workers Local 137, 
Teamsters Local 813, Teamsters 
Local 814, Tile, Marble & Terrazzo 
Local 7

Peggy Godfrey

   Michael Brown, Republican 
Candidate for Mayor of New 
Rochelle, claimed New Rochelle 
was “doing things backwards” when 
it came to development.  Retail and 

Traffic, Congestion and More:  
The Campaign Trail in New Rochelle            

By Peggy Godfrey

commercial development should be 
brought in first instead of last.  He 
criticized Mayor Noam Bramson’s 
absence in neighborhoods that 
had been devastated in the recent 

floods.  Characterizing himself as 
a “Mike Bloomberg” he felt his 
experiences, including working for 
the Dominican Republic, made him 
qualified to serve as mayor.  
   Next he addressed the specific, 
prepared questions posed by the 
Residence Park Neighborhood and 
Civic Association at their meeting 
on October 10.  To improve West 
Main Street he wants, among other 
things, to eliminate the toll on Exit 
16 of the New England Thruway 
because trucks were getting off this 
highway at Exit 15, causing a lot of 
traffic and congestion on Main Street. 
He not only opposed reassessment, 
but also urged everyone present to 
contact the Mayor 
Bramson, who was 
unable to attend this 
meeting because he 
had a City Council 
meeting, about 
r e a s s e s s m e n t , 
specifically because 
the reassessment 
study had not yet 
been divulged.  The 
other candidates 
present at this 
meeting were 
also against 
r e a s s e s s m e n t .   
Brown pledged to 
be a pro-active, 
rather than reactive, 
should he accede to 
office.
   Al Tarantino, Republican 
Council District 2 candidate, felt 
development was “a concern for 
many” citing a need for a study of 
overdevelopment on Pelham Road.  
He wanted to expand the BID 
(Business Improvement District) to 
the West Main Street area. Tarantino, 
in his summary statement, asked the 
people in the audience to raise their 
hands if they felt they were better 
off now than they were four years 
ago.  Not one person raised a hand. 
   His Democratic opponent, Reggie 
Johnson, asked for a dialogue 
with the residents on where New 
Rochelle is as a city and expressed 
the sentiment that all income 
groups should be able to live here.  
The south end should be the engine 
for the city’s economy and the 
proposed Echo Bay development, 
in his view, was critical to the city’s 
future.  He also had concerns about 
what he felt was the low amount of 
state aid for New Rochelle, which is 
the seventh largest city in the state.
   In the First Council District, 
Susan Kettner, Democrat candidate, 
felt a sign was needed to welcome 
people entering New Rochelle at 
the West Main Street side.  The 
noise on Weyman Avenue needs 
to be addressed because it is a 

detriment, eroding the quality of 
life for the neighborhood.   She 
was specifically concerned about 
preserving the Post Office because 
she said she did not even recognize 
it in the new proposed drawings. 
Media reports have divulged that 
revised plans for 50, instead of 40 
stories, to be built by Louis Cappelli 
for the Le Count Square proposal, 
which includes the Post Office area, 
will not be voted upon until after 
the November Elections.
   The Republican candidate for 
District 1, Lou Trangucci, who 
has continually opposed giving 
tax abatements to developers, had 
sharp words about fees for code 

enforcement.  He felt the fees 
should be greatly increased because 
low fees are “meaningless.”  Under 
reassessment, the new real estate 
taxes will make it difficult to sell 
homes.  Trangucci was critical of 
the $5 million purchase by the city 
of the Beechwood Avenue land for 
the City Yard because he thought it 
was not an appropriate site.  
   During the brief question and 
answer period that followed, a 
variety of issues were discussed 
such as the need for more parking, 
lack of retail, and the need for more 
state aid.  
   Other local media report that 
Democratic Councilman Roberto 
Lopez, District 4, had a  private 
investigator check into the address 
registration with the court system of 
his opponent, Richard St. Paul.  St. 
Paul disputed this finding, stating 
his address was in New Rochelle.  
According to State Election Law, 
a candidate does not have to live 
in the district until Election Day.  
However, the New Rochelle City 
Charter requires a candidate for city 
council live in New Rochelle for a 
year prior to an election and reside 
in the district for which they hope to 
represent for six months before that 
election.

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=ajf8ofcab.0.qik7ofcab.lp57racab.21&ts=S0289&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.amicone2007.com%2F
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The Elmsford 
Authors Fund

&
The Elmsford Public 

Schools
Present

An Evening 
with

Author Patricia Polacco
Thursday, October 18th 7PM

at the 
Alexander Hamilton Auditorium

Open to the Public
$5 Recommended Per Family/Person Donation

WESTCHESTER, NY -- According 
to national candy experts at 
the National Confectioners 
Association, America celebrates 
National Chocolate Day every 
year on October 28.  Morton’s 
The Steakhouse is renowned for 
its Legendary Hot Chocolate Cake 
with the hot, molten chocolate 
center.  To mark the annual 
celebration of chocolate, Morton’s 
The Steakhouse in White Plains 
will donate $2.00 from the sale of 
every order of their hot chocolate 
cake from October 22nd through 
November 4th to the Make-A-Wish 
Foundation of the Hudson Valley.
   The Make-A-Wish Foundation 
of the Hudson Valley grants wishes 
of children with life-threatening 
medical conditions to enrich the 
human experience with hope, 
strength and joy.  The Hudson Valley 
Chapter serves Delaware, Dutchess, 
Orange, Putnam, Rockland, 
Sullivan, Ulster and Westchester 
counties.  A primary objective is to 
continue to increase the number of 
wishes in each community every 
year. For more information about 
the Hudson Valley Chapter visit 
www.hudson.wish.org.
   Morton’s, The Steakhouse is 
renowned for its signature menu 
and legendary hospitality. Now in 
its 29th year, Morton’s has set the 
standard for exceptional steakhouse 
dining and has 75 locations 
throughout the United States and 
in Toronto, Vancouver, Singapore, 
Macau and Hong Kong. 

 Facts about Morton’s World 
Famous Hot Chocolate Cake:
• Morton’s restaurants worldwide 
serve more than 31,000 World 
Famous Hot Chocolate Cakes each 
month.
• 375,000 scoops (or 10,000 
gallons) of Haagan-Daaz premium 
vanilla ice cream and more than one 
million fresh raspberries are served 
alongside the cake each year in 
Morton’s restaurants. 
• Each cake has 1.5 ounces of hot, 
molten chocolate hidden in the 
cake’s center.
Facts about Chocolate:
• Consumers spend more than $7 
billion each year on chocolate.
• US consumers consume nearly 3 
billion pounds of chocolate each 
year – nearly half the world’s 
chocolate supply – and the average 
person consumes 12 pounds of 
chocolate each year.
• The retail chocolate industry 
makes about $1 million per month.
• Americans spend more than 
$1.3 billion on Halloween  

Morton’s Celebrates National 
Chocolate Day by Helping Children’s 

Wishes Come True
chocolate each year.
• There are about 5 milligrams of 
caffeine in milk chocolate, and 
there are more than 100 milligrams 
of caffeine in an eight-ounce cup of 
coffee. 
• A single chocolate chip provides 
sufficient food energy for an adult 
to walk 150 feet; it would take 
about 35 chocolate chips to go one 
mile.
• Chocolate contained 
phenylethylamine, a natural 
substance that is reputed to 
stimulate the same reaction in the 
body as falling in love.
• Chocolate syrup was used for 
blood in the famous shower scene 
in Alfred Hitchcock’s movie 
“Psycho”.
Chocolate and Health:
• According to a study by Osaka 
University in Japan, chocolate 
contains anti-bacterial agents that 
might actually fight tooth decay.
• According to Mayo Clinic studies, 
chocolate contains stearic acid, 
which is a neutral fat that does not 
increase bad cholesterol.
• A Harvard University study found 
that men who ate chocolate lived 
one year longer than those who did 
not.
• Chocolate contains flavonoids 
and antioxidants, which may have 
potentially beneficial effects on 
cardiovascular health and may 
prevent or delay certain damage to 
the body’s cells and tissues.

PURCHASE, NY -- The African 
American Men of Westchester, Inc. 
(AAMW) and Purchase College, 
State University of New York 
sponsors the fifth annual Youth 
Business Skills Olympics and 
Workshop on Friday, October 26, 
2007 from 8:00 am to 3:00 pm 
at the Performing Arts Center at 
Purchase College. 
   The program will be open to 
15 school districts throughout 
Westchester County.  This year’s 
teams will included high school 
students in the 11th and 12th grades 
from high schools in Greenburgh, 
Mamaroneck, Mt. Kisco, Mt. 
Vernon, New Rochelle, Peekskill, 
Port Chester, Tarrytown, Sleepy 
Hollow, Valhalla, White Plains, and 
Yonkers.  
   Facilitators will be available 
to assist students as they work 
collaboratively to solve the 
business case studies.  The winner 
will be judged on problem-solving 
skills and presentation.  There is 
no admission fee.  Meals and study 
materials will be provided at no cost.     
    AAMW has assembled a 
steering committee of both public 
and private businesses to design 
and implement the fifth annual 
academic competition.  This group 
includes the members of the New 
Rochelle Superintendent’s Office, 
Westchester County Executive 

AAMW Sponsor Youth Business Skills 
Olympics and Workshop

Office, Verizon, Entergy Nuclear 
Northeast, Hudson Valley Bank, 
and Greenburgh Health Center.   
   The theme of this year’s 
competition is on “Internet 
Ethnics.”  The students will 
resolve questions on the “Napster” 
case and how the Internet is and 
how does its past developments 
and current operations relate to 
ethics in copyright infringement, 
reproduction and distribution.  
This year the keynote speaker is 
Michael Delohery, Westchester 
County Assistant District Attorney, 
and Chief of the High Technology 
Crimes Bureau.  
    Bernie Thombs of Valhalla, and 
Chairman, of AAMW’s Technology 
Committee, stated “the Business 
School Case Studies will focus on 
internet ethnic issues.  The problem 
of ethics in relation to the Internet 
has as many aspects as there are 
uses of the Internet and presents 
as many diverse issues as there are 
possibilities for misuse and abuse 
of the technology and of the human 
relations it mediates and facilitates. 
This program will discuss some of 
the major aspects of the problem 
and outlines a few of the issues each 
aspect presents.  The main goal 
of this program is thus to serve as 
a starting point for further inquiry 
into the complex problem of ethics 
and the Internet for our students.” 

   Melvin Burruss of Peekskill, and 
President of AAMW, said “positive 
role models are needed in the lives 
of our students today.  We are here 
to create more opportunities for 
our students.  It takes every single 
one of us to be involved in a young 
person’s life.  One of the purposes 
of Business Skills Olympics is not 
only to teach our students to learn 
to think through a plan of action in 
their own lives, but also to provide 
our students with a platform from 
which they can bring issues into 
the limelight, and begin to solve 
today’s and tomorrow’s challenges 
and to empower them with the tools 
to apply their own ethical codes to 
use of the Internet.   
   The African American Men of 
Westchester, Inc. is a 501(c) 3 non-
profit corporation that was founded in 
1987 to capitalize on the vast talents 
of Westchester County’s African 
American community.  The goals 
of AAMW are to develop strategies 
for the education and advancement 
of African Americans in the 
areas of economic development, 
political action, affordable housing, 
and strengthening the family 
institution.    

For additional information, go to 
AAMW.com, or call Bernie Thombs 

at 914- 882-3505.

ALBANY, NY -- Pointing 
to the fact that New Yorkers 
already pay some of the highest 
taxes in the nation, Assembly 
Republican Leader James 
Tedisco (R,C,I-Schenectady-
Saratoga) said they shouldn’t 
be held financially liable if 
Governor Eliot Spitzer sues 
County Clerks over their refusal 
to implement his unlawful plan 
that would give driver’s licenses 
to illegal aliens.   
      Tedisco noted that he is 
seeking passage of legislation – 
“The County Clerks Protection 
Act” – to defend and indemnify 
County Clerks who follow the 
law, upholding their sworn oath 
to preserve, protect and defend 
the Constitution by refusing to 
implement Governor Spitzer’s 
proposal.  Current law states that 
if a County Clerk is brought up on 
charges, it then falls to the taxpayers 
in that particular County to pay 
costs associated with the legal 
action.  Tedisco said the legislation 
should also prevent the Governor 
from removing County Clerks who 
refuse to enact his proposal from 
office. 
      “Illegal Eliot is at it again: 
this time he’s threatening to sue 
– in a sense, legally steamroll 
– those courageous County Clerks 
who refuse to break the law by 
implementing his policy that would 
hand out driver’s licenses to illegal 

Tedisco Introduces  
“The County Clerks Protection Act” 

Says high-taxed New Yorkers shouldn’t pay for Governor’s frivolous 
lawsuits; State should defend and indemnify County Clerks who 

refuse to break the law

aliens,” Tedisco said. 
      Tedisco indicated that under 
Section 502, subsection 1, of 
the Vehicle and Traffic Law, the 
Governor and the Commissioner of 
DMV would be in direct violation 
of state law requiring a Social 
Security number be provided to 
obtain a driver’s license if their 
proposal were enacted. 
      “Without question, County 
Clerks who refuse to enact 
Governor Spitzer’s risky, reckless, 
irresponsible proposal must be 
defended and indemnified from 
any frivolous lawsuit he may bring.  
We’ve all heard horror stories of 
frivolous lawsuits, but Governor 

Spitzer’s threat to sue County 
Clerks who refuse to join him 
in breaking the law takes the 
cake,” Tedisco stated. 
      “Our Conference proudly 
stands with those County Clerks 
who last week rejected Governor 
Spitzer’s plan by a vote of 29-4.  
We are a government of laws, 
not dictators.  We will stand 
on the side of right, on the side 
of sound public policy and a 
safer, more secure New York by 
standing with the County Clerks 
who refuse to follow Governor 
Spitzer’s dictates,” Tedisco 
stated. 
      “First, Governor Spitzer 
crafts his plan with zero public 
or legislative input.  Next, he 
refuses to release many of the 

program details.  Now, we hear 
rumblings that he may bring legal 
action against County Clerks.  
Where does it all end?  Will 
the Governor’s next step be the 
attempted removal of those Clerks 
who refuse to break the law, as his 
proposal would have them do?” 
Tedisco said. 
      “Instead of trying to intimidate 
local elected officials with frivolous 
lawsuits, Governor Spitzer should 
worry about the legal action he faces 
from our Assembly Republican 
Conference if he does not rescind his 
proposal by October 31.  Governor 
Spitzer has less than three weeks to 
change course, otherwise we’ll see 
him in court,” Tedisco concluded. 

Mayor’s Column
Mary C. Marvin

Mayor of the Village of Bronxville

   One of the major tasks for Village 
government for the Fall 2007 
season is the selection, hiring and 
training of seven additional officers 
for the Bronxville police force.  The 
Trustees’ goal is to reach the full 
complement of 23 officers for our 
department by the first of the year.  
Due to the long awaited release of 
a new Civil Service list, we have 
over 140 candidates in the applicant 
pool compared with 4 throughout 
the spring and summer.  This is our 
window of opportunity and we are 
moving aggressively to canvas the 
list and discern the most desirable 
candidates as expeditiously as 
possible.
   By the end of this week, Village 
officials will have conducted short 
interviews with 60 potential hires 
and distributed our extensive 
written application to same. 
   Upon return of the completed 
application, we will begin a 
process of verifying information, 
checking references and beginning 
background checks. 
   We are fortunate in that the large 
pool of applicants is a diverse and 
talented one.  We have met with 
female candidates, Spanish speaking 
applicants, veteran officers seeking 
transfer from other departments 
and young rookies seeking initial 
employment. 
   After the written applications have 
been vetted, we will narrow the 
pool to a manageable size, conduct 
lengthy personal interviews and 
complete the extensive background 
checks required. 

   Fortunately, most officers we hire 
serve their entire law enforcement 
career with the Village so these 
decisions take on even added 
importance.  We are seeking officers 
who blend the finest police skills 
with the personal skills needed 
to work in a small village such as 
ours. 
   Due to the requirements of the 
Civil Service System, the health 
physical and required agility test 
cannot be administered until all of 
the above mentioned procedures 
have been completed and a formal 
offer of employment has been 
extended.  So the frustrating 
possibility does exist that we could 
lose an officer with an unforeseen 
physical limitation after months of 
review and consideration. 
   After a candidate has passed the 
final physical tests, formal training 
can begin.  If a rookie, he or she 
must attend the Westchester County 
Police Academy is next available 
class convening in January and 

graduate in early spring.  If the 
officer is a veteran of another force, 
he or she will be partnered with a 
mentor from our force until fully 
acclimated to the job. 
   Based on the ratio in the applicant 
pool, we anticipate our eventual 
hires to be a combination of rookies 
and veteran transfers.  Our starting 
salary, depending on experience, is 
very competitive.  
   A fully staffed police department 
will provide many benefits to the 
Village.  Our current officers will be 
required to do less overtime and the 
new officers will assume patrolman 
duties allowing us to fill currently 
vacant leadership positions and 
advance our veteran officers. 
   Increased staffing will also allow 
us to have a regularized schedule of 
traffic and speed control officers on 
the road.  Our business district foot 
and bike patrol positions will also 
have more consistent staffing. 
   Chief Downey has announced 
that he will be officially retiring on 
November 19th so we will also be 
choosing a new leader for the entire 
department. 
   We are mindful that by adding 
so many officers, we have the 
opportunity to shape this department 
for years to come and must choose 
wisely. 
   Our goal is to offer an employment 
package, training and leadership 
opportunities and a working 
environment that will distinguish 
our police force as a pre-eminent 
place to work in Westchester 
County in the years ahead.

   Abiding by the pledge he made 
just a couple of months ago to fast-
track the project, County Board 
Chair Bill Ryan (D-I-WF, White 
Plains) announced the selection 
of an engineering firm to design 
the new pedestrian 
bridge located 
near the George 
Washington School 
in White Plains. The 
firm, Berger Lehman 
Associates, PC 
(Berger) of Rye will 
quickly get to work 
designing the bridge 
so its height provides 
adequate clearance for 
large trucks that use the parkway. 
With increasing frequency, trucks 
have been ramming the existing 
bridge ---a seven-time occurrence 
in just over the last year alone. 
   Authority to enter into the contract 
with Berger was approved today by 
the county’s Board of Acquisition 
& Contract, the three-member panel 
that includes Chairman Ryan, the 
County Executive and the Public 
Works commissioner.  
   Ryan said he called for the 
immediate replacement of 1950’s-
era bridge, used heavily on a daily 
basis by school children, commuters 
and area residents, after a truck 

Ryan Keeps Pledge to Fast-Track 
Pedestrian Bridge Replacement

A Progress Report On Replacing The Pedestrian Bridge That Spans 
The Parkway Near The George Washington School In White Plains

County Moves Quickly to Select Engineering Firm
struck the bridge in June while a 
mother and her child were walking 
on it.  
   “That incident drove home the 
point that we were on borrowed 
time. We were just lucky that those 

walking on the bridge 
when it was struck 
were only shaken 
up,” said Ryan. 
“Replacing the bridge 
went from being a 
routine, scheduled 
public works project 
to a safety issue that 
required immediate 
action.”  
   The bridge, which 

the county owns, was scheduled to 
be replaced in 2012. Ryan succeeded 
this past August in winning the 
County Board’s approval to replace 
the bridge five years earlier than 
scheduled.  
   “While moving the project up five 
years and securing the $1.3 million 
in funding were critical, it’s now 
equally important that I stay on top 
of the progress of the work,” said 
Ryan. “Hiring the engineering firm 
is the necessary first step to getting 
the project’s design completed as 
soon as possible so construction can 
get underway quickly.” 
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Baby Boomers 
By Rix Quinn

ALBANY, NY -- Assemblyman 
Joseph R. Lentol is introducing 
legislation that would make 
displaying a hangman’s noose in 
public, aggravated harassment 
in the first degree, which is a 
class E felony. This would only 
apply if the noose was being 
displayed with the intent to harass 
or threaten someone because of 
their race, color, ancestry or other 
similar motivations. Aggravated 
harassment already includes public 
cross burning and swastikas. 
   “We have all seen the devastating 
effects that this despicable act has 
had on the Columbia University 
community,” said Assemblyman 
Lentol. “I think it is high time that the 
law recognizes the racial and historic 

Assemblyman Lentol 
Introduces Legislation 

that Makes Displaying a 
Hangman’s Noose  

a Hate Crime
hatred that a noose symbolizes.” 
   “Displaying a noose can have 
very real emotional effect on 
people. The law should recognize 
that this is, without question, a 
hate crime and protect people 
from it. It should also punish those 
who would choose to display 
something so motivated by hatred.” 
   If passed, a person who is 
found guilty of displaying a 
noose, would now be eligible 
for a maximum sentence of 1 
and third to 4 years in prison. 
   “I feel very strongly that this is 
the right thing to do and I only wish 
that we had done so before this 
awful act at Columbia University,” 
said Assemblyman Lentol.

NEW YORK, NY -- Steiner Sports 
Marketing has become a prominent 
figure during Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month throughout 
October. From now through October 
25th, Steiner will team with SASS 
Foundation (www.sassfoundation.
org), Women at Risk (WAR®) and 
Libby Ross Foundation (http://www.
thelibbyrossfoundation.com) for 
an online auction featuring signed 
memorabilia, highlighted by items 
signed by some of the biggest names 
in sports including former Giant 
Tiki Barber, the Mets’ John Maine 
, the Yankees’ Derek Jeter, Henrik 
Lundqvist of the NY Rangers, and 
baseball Hall of Famer Don Larsen. 
The auction will be conducted on 
www.SteinerMarketplace.com .
   Many of the items will have 
the pink ribbon logo on them, 
and others will be signed in pink 
ink, the color which signifies  

Steiner Sports Marketing 
Teams with Foundations 

to Assist Fight against 
Breast Cancer

cancer awareness. 
   Star players Michael Strahan 
of the New York Giants, the 
Yankees Johnny Damon and NY 
Met Lastings Milledge have also 
contributed, signing items to be 
auctioned off.
   Highlighting the remarkable list 
of autographed items includes: Joe 
Namath signed NY Jets mini helmet 
in pink, a Michael Strahan signed 
photo in pink and a Chien Ming 
Wang signed baseball in pink.
   Steiner Sports’ involvement in 
the fight against Breast Cancer 
is a very personal one. In recent 
years, members of the Steiner 
staff and their relatives have been 
directly affected by the cancer that 
178,480 American women will be 
diagnosed with this year. It is the 
Steiner Sports family’s goal to raise 
as much money and create enough 
awareness as is possible.

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- A new 
coalition of organizations and 
individuals has been formed to 
advocate for people with disabilities 
throughout Westchester and the 
Lower Hudson Valley.
   Called the Westchester Disability 
Advocacy Partnership (WDAP), 
the group plans to build awareness 
of the unmet needs of area residents 
with a disability in terms of housing, 
employment, healthcare, public 
education, access and community 
inclusion.                
   It is co-chaired by Liz Mark, a 
long time community advocate 
on disability and youth services 
matters, and Lisa Tarricone, 
systems advocacy director for the 
Westchester Independent Living 
Center.  Mark, a resident of White 
Plains, currently serves on the 

Westchester Disability Advocacy Partnership Formed 
to Promote Inclusion for People with Disabilities

New Group, Overseeing Interests of all Disability Sectors; and
Will Address Housing, Employment, Healthcare, Education, and Access Issues

Para Transit Appeals Board and 
Taxi & Limousine Commission 
Tribunal and is a past chair of 
the Westchester Council for the 
Disabled and past president of the 
Westchester Children’s Association.  
Tarricone, a resident of Peekskill, 
also works as a disability rights 
advocate for a statewide coalition 
that has been instrumental in the 
implementation of several major 
pieces of legislation, including 
Timothy’s Law, Money Follows 
the Person and Medicaid Buy-
In.  Her work in election reform 
in Westchester has resulted in a 
court mandate stipulating full ADA 
compliance for all polling places in 
the county.
   “Despite enactment of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act 
and advances in access, technology 

and employment opportunities, 
people with disabilities still have 
an unemployment rate that is 
hovering close to 70%, as well 
as a poverty rate that is three 
times that of the population at 
large,” Mark and Tarricone said 
in announcing the formation 
of WDAP.  “The partnership is 
confident improvements can be 
generated in these and other quality 
of life arenas through advocacy and 
increased awareness of the need for 
positive change.”
    Toward those ends, they added that 
WDAP will establish alliances with 
agencies and concerned individuals 
to cultivate viable support networks, 
heighten visibility and promote 
consumer advocacy to enhance 
the civil rights of all individuals in 
Westchester with a disability.

   Also participating with Mark 
and Tarricone in the shaping and 
implementation of WDAP policies 
is a Steering Committee consisting 
of Joe Bravo, Westchester 
Independent Living Center; Gwen 
Canfield, VESID; Bob Cole, 
Cole Communications and a 
parent advocate; Shelley Klein, a 
parent advocate, Robin Osborne, 
Westchester Library System; 
Meghan Scheffling, Westchester 
Disabled on the Move; and Mel 
Tanzman, Westchester Disabled on 
the Move.
   In addition, representatives of 
approximately 25 Westchester 
organizations serving people with 
disabilities have already joined the 
partnership and more are expected 
to become members throughout the 
remainder of the year.

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -
- On Thursday, October 11, 
2007, Westchester Center for 
Rehabilitation hosted its second 
Clergy Conference; reaching out 
to local communities of faith with 
topics critical to spiritual care 
in the 21st century.  The topic 
was, “Ministering to the Terminally 
Ill.”
   More than two dozen clergy 
attended to learn more about the 
clinical, practical and spiritual 

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- The New 
York Headache Center, a leading 
facility for the care and relief of 
chronic headache sufferers, has 
opened a new office in White 
Plains, conveniently located at 2 
Greenridge Avenue. The clinic 
is the third for the New York 
Headache Center, which is based 
in Manhattan, and has an additional 
branch in Brooklyn Heights.
   Dr. Alexander Mauskop, M.D. 
F.A.A.N., a leading neurologist 
and Director of the New York 
Headache Center, also sees patients 
at the White Plains branch. He is 
assisted by Dr. Anne Remmes who 
specializes in Headache and Sleep 
Medicine, and is a noted expert in 
the treatment of sleep disorders, a 
variety of conditions which also 
affect many headache sufferers.
   Dr. Mauskop, who founded the 
New York Headache Center, is 
board-certified in Neurology and 
Headache Medicine and is an 
Associate Professor of Clinical 
Neurology at SUNY-Downstate.  He 
has conducted research in the 

New York Headache 
Center Opens New 

Branch in White Plains
field for over 20 years, and is the 
author of two books: The Headache 
Alternative: A Neurologist’s Guide 
to Drug-Free Relief and What Your 
Doctor May Not Tell You About 
Migraines.  He has repeatedly been 
named one of New York magazine’s 
Best Doctors, delivered more than 
400 scientific presentations and 
lectures, and serves as a reviewer 
for the New England Journal 
of Medicine and other medical 
journals.
   The New York Headache 
Center is dedicated to providing 
compassionate care to relieve the 
pain and suffering experienced by 
victims of chronic headaches.  Its 
expansion into White Plains helps 
fill a gap in medical coverage left 
by the recent closure of the New 
England Center for Headaches in 
nearby Stamford, Connecticut.

Further information about the 
New York Headache Center, 

including Dr. Mauskop’s Headache 
Newsblog, highlighting the latest 

findings in headache research, can 
be found at www.nyheadache.com.

Speaking at the conference were (left to right), Christina Staudt , PhD 
(President of the Westchester End-of-Life Coalition), Rabbi Pamela 

Wax (Staff Rabbi and Spiritual Care Coordinator at Westchester Jewish 
Community Services), and Diana Diaz-Serafin, RN, MS (Director of 

Patient Services for Lawrence Community Health Services).

Ministering to the 
Terminally Ill

issues of pastoral care for the 
diagnosed and their families.  Some 
travelled from as far away as New 
Jersey, and Suffolk and Rockland 
Counties, even including a rabbi 
visiting from Israel.
   Other speakers included Ernest 
Davis (Mayor of Mount Vernon), 
Jake Weintraub (Westchester Rehab 
Administrator) and Ilene R. Paikin 
(Westchester Rehab Director of 
Social Services).

YONKERS, NY -- Empire City 
at Yonkers Raceway celebrated 
the first anniversary of its video 
gaming facility last week, Thursday, 
October 11, 2007, with a ceremony 
at the Gotham Palace. Empire 
City officials Tim Rooney, Sr., 
Tim Rooney Jr., and  Bob Galterio 
presided over the celebration. 
Among the dignitaries at the press 
conference/reception were: Yonkers 
Mayor Phil Amicone, Assemblyman 
Mike Spano, who presided over the 
ceremonies, Assemblyman Gary 
Pretlow, Yonkers Council President 
Chuck Lesnick, Councilman Dennis 
Robertson, County Legislator Jose 
Alvarado, and Yonkers School 
Superintendent Bernard Pierorazio. 
   The dignitaries all participated in 
a ceremonial first anniversary cake-
cutting, and many players, on hand 
for an afternoon of action, enjoyed 
a piece of cake to celebrate the first 
year. 
   Empire City was please to make 

Empire City at 
Yonkers Raceway First 

Anniversary Celebration
the following announcements:
• Contributions of over $196 million 
to education in New York State. 
• The addition of 1,000 jobs at 
Empire City, from 300 employees 
to 1,300. 
• The first six-figure jackpot of 
$155,000 won by Maria Rivera on 
August 4. 
• A total of $30 million in harness 
racing purses to horsemen this year 
alone, including the first $1 million 
single race purse – the Art Rooney 
Pace on June 2 (Purses have 
increased from $250,000 weekly 
to over $1 million weekly since the 
opening of Empire City).
   While Empire City celebrated its 
first anniversary, the video gaming 
operations were opened in stages, 
first on October 11, followed by a 
second stage on December 28, and 
the third stage on March 29, taking 
the total number of video gaming 
machines to 5,500 only seven 
months ago.

   The first part of the 
1960’s brought this 
country a new, young 
President, John F. 
Kennedy. The end of 
the decade ushered 
in hippies, drugs, and 
colorful, tie-dyed 
shirts. 
   The questions you 
should probably ask 
are: (1) What happened 
to the middle of the decade? (2) 
What are hippies? (3) How are 
shirts tie-dyed, and where are those 
shirts now?
(1) Most of us don’t remember 
what happened during those middle 
years because we hit puberty. It’s 
long been suspected that a person 
cannot hit puberty and retain useful 
information simultaneously.

(2) Hippies were 
children of the 60’s 
who focused on love, 
peace, and music. A 
few also focused on 
recreational drugs, 
which they used until 
their eyes unfocused. 
They wore outrageous 
clothing, headbands 
and long hair.
(3) Tie-dying is a 

method of tying material before it’s 
put in dye so only part of the fabric 
is dyed. Many of those shirts can be 
found today at garage sales. 
If you are a Baby Boomer, Rix 
needs your help! Please e-mail your 
answer to the following question 
to rixquinn@charter.net: “What 
is the best part of being a Baby 
Boomer?”

http://www.sassfoundation.org/
http://www.sassfoundation.org/
http://www.thelibbyrossfoundation.com/
http://www.thelibbyrossfoundation.com/
http://www.steinermarketplace.com/
http://www.nyheadache.com
mailto:rixquinn@charter.net
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In Memoriam • Tuned In

   I’m fairly comfortable recognizing 
Dave Jacobsen as an eclectic person. 
His eclectic nature is especially 
apparent as a composer/songwriter/
musician. Our paths first 
crossed when Hezi Aris, 
Editor of the Westchester 
Times Tribune, mentioned 
speaking to Jacobsen about 
the Jimmy Arena Family 
Fun Day Benefit that was 
to be held in Somers, NY, 
several years ago. Jacobsen 
agreed to perform a musical 
set or two to contribute to 
the event. His generosity 
and caring made him very 
easy to take a liking to.
    He gave me two of his 
previously released CD’s 
and I gave a listen. One 
of my all time favorite 
songs, while not the type 
of song you’d hear me 
singing out loud, is An Honest and 
Sincere Assessment of my Feelings 
Regarding my Current Place of 
Employment, from his Cubicle 
Wonderland CD. After describing 
the song to my colleagues, they 
insisted I play it for them, which 
I did. Manny, my involuntary 
participant due to proximity, started 
laughing and said, “Wow! That’s 
Great! I love it. He’s gotten it so 
right!” I agree, every time I give it a 
listen, it brings a smile to my face. 

   His new CD, September’s 
Shadow, often creates somber 
melodic music that spans several 
styles. Their debut album, Hobson’s 

Journey, is primarily a synth-pop 
endeavor that weaves captivating 
hooks with experimentation. 
Combining electronic sounds along 
with acoustic guitar work and 
vocals convey a feeling of longing. 
The music expresses more than a 
few moods and carries listeners 
to someplace familiar. It also has 
a retro-ish feel that harkens back 
to the psychedelic era of the late 
60’s. It’s an interesting mix and a 
departure from Jacobsen’s typical 

solo performances. 
   But, here again is where 
Jacobsen stands out. His mixing 
of sounds with truly unique and 

sometime provocative lyrics 
make each performance 
distinctive, as well as an 
amusing and distracting 
extravaganza. Jacobsen’s 
unique sound, coupled with 
the contributions of KT 
Wills and Stephanie Seskin,  
give his sound a well-
balanced symmetry that was 
absent with earlier projects. 
Either way, when you listen 
to this, his eclectic abilities 
break through once again. 
   You can purchase his 
CD online through the 
normal channels. You 
can also go to the website 
septembersshadows.com 

and learn more. By far, the 
best way to experience Jacobsen is 
live and as luck would have it, he’ll 
be performing in Pleasantville on 
November 2 at the Dragonfly Caffe. 
Go; have a bite to eat; a special 
cup of coffee; and listen to a truly 
unique and gifted performer.

Tom Bock is the Review Editor for 
the Westchester Times Tribune, 
Yonkers Tribune as well as for 

other media.

Hobson’s Journey by September’s 
Shadow

By Tom Bock

In Memoriam
Judith F. Sullivan (nee Marshal) 
of Manahawkin, NJ, formerly of 
Yonkers, died on Thursday, October 
4, 2007 at her residence. She was 70 
years old. She was born on March 
23, 1937 to Anthony and Victoria 
Jankowski Marshal in Yonkers, 
where she was raised and educated, 
graduating from St. Casimir’s 
Grade School and Commerce 
High School. Mrs. Sullivan was an 
executive secretary for the Gannett 
Suburban Newspaper in Yonkers 

and White Plains for 23 years, 
until her retirement in 1998. On 
December 10, 1977, she married 
Andrew F. Sullivan in Yonkers. 
Mr. Sullivan survives and lives 
in Yonkers. In addition to her 
husband, she is survived by three 
sons, Joseph and John Alleva, both 
of Thornwood, and Drew Sullivan 
of Hampton, NJ; two daughters, 
Susan Whitcomb of Greenlawn, 
NY and Dorothy DiTommaso of 
Spotswood, NJ; and one sister, 

Janet Marshal of Yonkers. She is 
also survived by 12 grandchildren. 
Visitation was held at Whalen 
and Ball Funeral Home. Mass of 
Christian Burial was celebrated in 
Resurrection Church, Route 1, Rye, 
NY.  Interment followed at Gate of 
Heaven Cemetery in Hawthorne, 
NY. Whalen and Ball F.H. 168, 
Park Ave., Yonkers (914) 965-5488. 
www.whalenandballfh.com

http://septembersshadows.com
http://www.whalenandballfh.com/
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Yonkers, New York

7$
Right Here  Right Now

Billion
in Development

Come Grow With Us
Did you know that $7 billion in development proj-

ects are happening right here, right now in Yonkers? 

The City of Yonkers features some of the broadest 

urban redevelopment plans in the New York Metro 

Area and is on the cutting edge of commercial, em-

ployment and investment opportunities for busi-

nesses just like yours. These exciting opportunities 

have been made possible by the Yonkers IDA.

We’re Here To Help
We offer qualified projects financial incentives in the 

form of sales and mortgage tax exemptions, real 

property tax abatments and tax exempt bonds.

Make Yonkers Your Next Stop
Call Ellen Lynch today!

470 Nepperhan Avenue, Suite 200
Yonkers, NY 10701

Phone (914) 509-8651
Fax (914) 509-8650

info@YonkersIDA.com

Mayor Phil Amicone, Chairman
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http://www.cityofyonkersida.com/


