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A Grateful Nation Remembers
By Marty Conatser

   As leader of the world’s largest 
veterans organization, I often 
have the privilege of meeting 
some important people.  No, I 
am not referring to our elected 
officials, business leaders or 
celebrities. I am speaking of the 
members of the U.S. military. 
   Can any CEO or distinguished 
Ivy League graduate truly claim 
to be under more pressure than the 
21-year-old squad leader walking a 
patrol in Baghdad?  Do they really 
have more responsibility than the 
young commander of a nuclear-
powered submarine? Do they have 
as much on the line as the mechanic 
fixing a $2 billion Stealth bomber? 
   “Nothing in our lives will ever 
be as important as this,” said 
Lt.Col Henry Mucci, in the 2005 
true-to-life film “The Great Raid.” 
He makes the statement prior 
to leading the rescue of more 
than 500 American prisoners of 
war held by the Japanese. While 
Mucci’s mission was spectacularly 
successful, America is blessed 
because millions of men and 
women realized - and still realize 
- that nothing in their lives is as 

By Major Robert McWilliams

WEST POINT, NY -- When I stop 
and think about what it means to be 
an American veteran – and it’s not 
something on which I spend a great 
deal of time – I am both honored 
and humbled to be counted among 
many thousands of others who have 
served their Nation in both peace 
and in war since the first teetering 
steps of our nation.  We are, through 
our common experience, brothers 
who understand what it means to 
be a part of something bigger than 
ourselves and who understand the 
importance of the team over the 
individual.  We adhere to a code; a 
common set of values that unite us 
in cause and purpose and we strive 
to bring honor to those who have 
gone before us and leave a legacy 
to those who will come after us. 
   I am a Soldier.  We in the Army 
hold dear our seven core values 
that guide all that we do:  Loyalty, 
Duty, Respect, Selfless Service, 
Honor, Integrity, and Personal 
Courage.  All of these speak to our 
relationship with our superiors, our 
subordinates, our peers and our 
mission.  It is this deeply rooted 
commitment to the cause of liberty 
and freedom and, more often, to 
each other are what enable us to 
be the respected profession we are 
today.  War is an ugly but inevitable 
part of our profession.  I believe 
most veterans will tell you that 
serving in times of conflict is the 
most sacred part of what our service 
is all about.  I don’t mean to imply 
that we are warmongers.  In fact, I 
believe veterans understand more 
than most why we must continually 
debate and question sending our 
sons and daughters into harm’s 
way.  We don’t think about it much.  
However, I’m sure glad I serve a 
Nation that feels so strongly about 
it and has the freedom to support or 
oppose any operation in which we 
commit our forces.   
   I love America.  That’s just 
who I am and how I grew up.  I 
am both the son, son-in-law, and 
grandson of veterans.  I have had 
the opportunity through my time in 
the service to live in and deploy to 
countries all over the world.  I can 
assure you that there is no better 
nation on Earth.  The American 
spirit is so prevalent that every 

On Being a Veteran

When you are making out your Christmas card list this year, please include the following: 
A Recovering American Soldier 

c/o Walter Reed Army Medical  Center 
6900 Georgia Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC  20307-5001
We shouldn’t just say we are going to do this... We should all do it. 

Reach Out to a Recovering American Soldier

   The 2008 proposed budget has 
been released. We should look at the 
budget as a first draft. I welcome the 
opportunity to meet with residents 
to discuss budget issues and budget 
options during the next two months. 
The budget must be approved by the 
Town Board by December 20th.
   If you would like to organize a 
meeting of your neighbors and want 
me  or any other town officials to 
attend the meeting and provide 
you with a personalized briefing-
-- please contact me at 993-1540, 
438-1343 (cell) or 478-1219 (h). 
I’m available weekdays, evenings, 
and weekends. 
   Meetings can be held at your 
home or at Town Hall.
   Government must be a 
partnership with the citizens and 

Neighborhood  
Meetings on 
2008 Budget

“I’ll Meet with Anyone at 
Your Home”

By Paul Feiner
Greenburgh Town Supervisor

ALBANY, NY -- Assembly 
Republican Leader James Tedisco 
(R,C,I-Schenectady-Saratoga) 
and members of the Assembly 
Republican Conference Friday, 
November 2, 2007, officially filed a 
lawsuit aimed at stopping Governor 
Eliot Spitzer’s unlawful plan to 
give illegal aliens driver’s licenses. 
   The lawsuit, filed by Michael 
Cuevas, Chief Legal Counsel to 
Leader Tedisco and the Assembly 
Republican Conference, was 
processed at 11 a.m., November 2, 
2007,  at the Albany County Clerks 
office, which is a filing location for 
New York State Supreme Court. 
   The lawsuit of Tedisco et. al v. 
Spitzer was given an index number 
of 8736-07.  Governor Spitzer 

Tedisco vs. Spitzer

Michael Cuevas, Chief Legal Counsel to Assembly Republican Leader 
Jim Tedisco, filing the lawsuit on behalf of Tedisco and Members of the 

Assembly Republican Conference.

and State Department of Motor 
Vehicles Commissioner David 
Swarts - also named as a defendant 
in the suit – will have 20 days after 
being served to respond to the five 
causes of action outlined in the suit. 
   “Since Governor Spitzer did not 
rescind his unlawful proposal to 
give illegal aliens driver’s licenses, 
our Conference was given no 
choice other than to file our lawsuit 
to try and stop his unlawful plan 
from proceeding,” Tedisco stated. 
   “As I have previously stated, 
our lawsuit has the principle goal 
of stopping Governor Spitzer’s 
risky, reckless and irresponsible 
plan from going forward,” Tedisco 
concluded.

see Tuckahoe Talk Pg. 3 see Mayors Column  Pg.3

   Football season in our community 
is in full swing. I have discovered 
that football garners the largest 
crowds in connection to High 
School sports but I am happy to be 
part of a community that has not let 
sporting overshadow the importance 
of education. Now I realize my 
position in the government of 
Tuckahoe has no formal connection 
at school functions; but I still try 
and find some time to pop in. 
   Recently Mayor Mary Marvin 
and I spoke about the exciting 
Bronxville vs. Tuckahoe football 
game, which we both viewed from 
the sidelines. This year Mayor 
Marvin has an even greater personal 
interest in the Bronxville team since 
her son, Bradford, is the Bronco’s 
quarterback. Unfortunately for the 
Tuckahoe community, the Tigers 
were defeated. As the Mayor 
of Tuckahoe I am in the unique 

   Tuckahoe Mayor John Fitzpatrick 
wrote a column last week discussing 
the time honored rivalry between 
the sports teams in our two villages 
particularly the football match-up.  
Based on its wit and comedic flair, 
I think the Mayor may have missed 
his true calling! 
Prior to this season’s contest, Mayor 
Fitzpatrick and I discussed how we 
could interject a little less rivalry 
and a little more fun and friendly 
competition to future match-ups.  
The idea of a wager immediately 
surfaced but we were both stymied 
by our lack of a signature product 
like a Philly cheese steak or Buffalo 
wings to offer as an enticement.  In 
the interest of full disclosure, I do 
have a signature product, but pink 
parking tickets are neither desired 
nor edible, though abundant. 
   As a sidebar, I did take personal 
exception to the Mayor’s assumption 

Mayor’s 
Column
By Mary C. Marvin

Mayor of the Village of 
Bronxville

Tuckahoe 
Talk

Football Season

John Fitzpatrick
Mayor of the Village of Tuckahoe
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On the 
Level 

with Hezi Aris on 
WVOX-1460  

AM Radio
NEW ROCHELLE, NY – Listen 
to the On the Level with Hezi Aris 
call-in program on WVOX-1460 
AM radio this and every Tuesday. 
The show is heard live by way of 
streaming audio technology on your 
computer, from 10:00 am through 
11:00 am. 
   For those who can’t get enough 
radio, consider listening to Hezi 
Aris this Thursday, November 8th, 
at 8:30 am, as he discusses events 
impacting Westchester politics 
with Bob Marrone, host of Good 
Morning, Westchester. Join Bob 
Marrone every day from 6:00 am 
through 9:00 am during your daily 
commute from Monday through 
Friday.
   The call-in talk show format 
invites your perspective; share your 
thoughts. Call us at 914-636-0110. 
Those who call are asked to please 
stay on topic.

Position of Central 
New York Labor-
Religion Coalition on 
Governor Spitser’s 
Driver’s License 
Plan

   We were encouraged by Governor 
Spitzer’s original drivers’ license 
plan to promote greater safety 
on state’s roadways and to offer 
undocumented workers a chance 
to drive lawfully to buy groceries, 

Letters to the Editor
to see a doctor, to transport their 
children, and secure those everyday 
items all human beings need to 
survive. 
   We are disheartened by the 
reactions by many in our state to 
the governor’s original proposal. 
They make an illogical connection 
between concerns for national 
security and the presence of persons 
simply trying to feed their families 
by providing work essential to the 
U. S. economy. 
   We cannot support the new three-
tiered license proposal because it 
increases the vulnerability of those 

who are eligible only for the lowest-
tier license. We know that the current 
reality is that police officers and 
state troopers contact Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement or Border 
Patrol even when it is not germane 
to their work in public safety. That 
practice discourages otherwise 
law-abiding undocumented people 
from reporting accidents, crimes, or 
threats to national security. 
   The drivers’ license debate raises 
for us the need for state and local 
legislation that would confine 
their law enforcement activity to 
increasing the safety of our streets, 

roadways and communities, and 
will leave immigration status to 
federal authorities whom Congress 
has charged with that responsibility.  

Pat Rector, Steering Committee 
Coordinator
Rev. Craig Schaub, Co-
Chairperson
Michael Lax, M.D., Co-
Chairperson
Tim Fay, Co-Chairperson 
Central New York Labor-Religion 
Coalition
4983 Brittonfield Parkway
East Syracuse, NY 

   Coupla years back, I headed my 
column with a question about what 
part of the word illegal “they” 
don’t understand, aimed at the 
millions in our midst who have 
no right to be here, sometimes 
euphemized as “undocumented 
immigrants,” (a bit like calling 
burglars unexpected guest). 
   At that time, I strove to make 
a few points which seemed 
to be no less obvious than 
large facial carbuncles, to wit: 
   - Title 8, Chapter 12, Subchapter II, 
Part VIII, Section 1325 of the U.S. 
Code states in no uncertain terms 
that it’s a crime to cross our borders 
without proper authorization or to 
remain here without validly acquired 
and unexpired permission to do so. 
   - Those failing to meet these 
bedrock criteria are criminals, 
however justifiable may be their 
motives in terms of a desire for 
self-betterment and/or escape from 
unpleasant economic circumstances. 
   - Those who serve as enablers, 
whether by employing them, 
sheltering them or condoning 
their renegade behavior 
are complicit in the crime. 
   - Their model behavior ex 
post facto, while commendable, 
does not expunge the guilt of 

What Part of “Illegal” Don’t I Understand?
 

By Joe Klock, Sr.
their underlying misdoing. 
   - There is no legal justification 
for granting them - or allowing 
them to demand - rights reserved 
for bona fide citizens and 
legitimate visitors to our shores. 
   - “Illegal” is an uncomplicated 
word which simply means against 
the law, and I wondered then 
just what it was about the word 
that “they” didn’t understand. 
   Since then, the “theys” and their 
supporters have become bolder and 
more openly strident, leading me to 
wonder if there is something about 
the word that I don’t comprehend. 
   Mind you, I conceded then, 
and readily concede now, that 
understanding of their behavior 
and sympathy for their plight 
are easy to come by unless one’s 
mind is closed like a sprung bear 
trap and/or one’s heart is cold as 
the proverbial well-digger’s butt. 
   Valid arguments are made that 
many of “them” contribute positively 
to our economy and fill certain 
of our low-level labor demands, 
but temporary (and renewable) 
work permits would serve the 
same purpose, while restoring 
both law and order to the process. 
   It is widely suggested that many 
such jobs pay so poorly that 

Americans will not take them, 
further suggesting that the present 
(non)system fosters slave labor - 
one crime seeking to justify another. 
   In my further judgment (or lack 
of understanding), all workers are 
worthy of their hire at fair wages, 
and if it means a hike in the price of 
potatoes and tomatoes, we should 
either pony up the price or do without. 
   What I least understand and 
most deplore is the inaction of our 
legitimate citizens and the gutlessness 
of our elected reprehensibles. 
   While a thumping majority of 
“us” regard an uncontrolled horde 
of illegals as a major problem, 
we tolerate the hands-off policies 
of our leaders, only a minuscule 

few of whom are willing to 
take remedial steps before the 
situation gets totally out of hand. 
   Instead, we have pandering 
politicians and militant marchers 
sounding a drumbeat for the 
surrender of our rights as citizens 
under banners ranging from 
family unity to human rights and 
bogus references to our historical 
identity as a nation of immigrants. 
   In that regard, seldom is heard 
an explanatory word about the 
fact that our ancestors, mine 
included, came here under rigid 
regulation, accepted the law of the 
land and threw themselves into the 
melting pot of American society. 
   Their current counterparts demand 
automatic accommodation of their 
wants and needs and even their native 
languages, regardless of the reality 
that they are - euphemisms and 
political correctness aside - outlaws. 
   What to do? The easiest and 
most obvious strategy is to root out 
and identify those who are in our 
midst illegitimately, license those 
who contribute positively to our 
common weal, open a path toward 
eventual citizenship for those 
who qualify and deport the rest. 
   If that means we’ll all have to 
carry ID cards, it’s a small price 

to pay for restoration of order to 
a situation bordering on chaos. 
   The tougher chore is finding 
politicians in either of the major 
parties who are willing to belly 
up to the pressure groups and 
voting blocs supporting a vast and 
growing subculture of lawlessness.  
   The clock is ticking, the cost 
is growing and this Klock is 
ticked off about a paralysis of 
governance, combined with an 
apathy among the electorate, which 
is allowing the problem to fester. 
   Anyway, I do know what “illegal 
means, and so do “they” - and you!
 
Freelance wordworker Joe Klock, 

Sr. (joeklock@aol.com) is a 
winter Floridian who summers 
in New Hampshire. More of his 
“Klockwork,” can be found at 

www.joeklock.com.

New York Civic

Day One - Everything Changes
Day 306 - A Turn for the Better?

   It is with pleasure that we report 
the first good news from Albany in 
some time. 
   Governor Spitzer has appointed 
Bruce Gyory as his senior adviser, 
with special responsibility for 
relations with the legislature. 
   As luck would have it, Bruce is a 
person I knew years ago, along with 
his parents, Nick and Esther Gyory. 
His father was a labor leader, chief 
deputy to Alex Rose, president of the 
United Hatters, Cap and Millinery 
Workers, a union which disappeared 
when Americans stopped wearing 
hats.  Mr. Rose was a co-founder of 
the Liberal Party and was its leader 
until he died in 1976.  Bruce Gyory 
was chairman of the Albany County 
Liberal Party for some years, 
following his family tradition of 
moderate progressive politics. 
   Gyory is currently registered as 
“independent”, which does not 
mean that he is a member of the 
misnamed Independence Party, 
which was formed in 1994 to support 
Tom Golisano for governor. Many 
people enroll in the Independence 
Party under the mistaken impression 
that they are not making a political 
choice, but acting independently. 
The fault here lies with the State 
Board of Elections in allowing the 
new party to use that name. 
   All three Gyorys were pleasant, 
down to earth people, liked and 
respected by their colleagues. Bruce 
grew up in a relatively unstressed 
atmosphere in a family of moderate 
means (Rose made himself the 
lowest-paid labor leader in the AFL-
CIO).  He is a student of history, 
(remember what Santayana said) 
and a fair-minded reflective person.  
I hope that the governor will listen 
to his advice, and that Bruce will be 
able to persuade others to allow a 
fresh start at governance. 
   We note with satisfaction Bruce’s 
statement, reported in the Times 
today, that he would not return to 

A Scolding, a Warning, and a Smart Move
Amid Editorial Criticism of Angry Words and Deeds, Spitzer Names Bruce Gyory to Work with Legislature

 
By Henry J. Stern

lobbying when his service to the 
governor ended. This eliminates the 
possibility of his using the revolving 
door through which people go 
back and forth between holding 
public office and influencing public 
servants on behalf of commercial 
interests.  
   Errol Cockfield, the new press 
secretary, is a gracious person who 
does not have a track record of 
threatening reporters.  In fact, he 
was one himself, the Albany bureau 
chief for Newsday. This is an area 
in which it is obviously wise to 
make a fresh start, and the governor 
is trying to do that in the field of 
press relations. Christine Anderson, 
the new communications director, 
deserves credit for avoiding trouble 
in her first year in the administration, 
when there was plenty of trouble for 
her to avoid. 
   The two appointments were 
first reported yesterday by Jacob 
Gershman in the Sun.  Today the 
Times ran a lengthy biographical 
article by Nicholas Confessore on 
pB6, which you should read if you 
want to know more about Bruce. 
The Goodwin Column 
Earlier this week, the press expressed 
the mounting dissatisfaction with 
the first ten months of the Spitzer 
administration.  A column by 
Michael Goodwin which appeared 
at the top of p31, the op-ed page, 
was titled OUT WITH ELIOT, IN 
WITH MIKE.  It begins: 
   “Eliot Spitzer has fallen and he 
can’t get up.  With each passing day 
bringing fresh proof the job is over 
his head, we must start looking for 
our next governor. 
   “Fortunately, we don’t have to 
look too far.  The end of Michael 
Bloomberg’s tenure at City Hall 
is Jan. 1, 2010, which begins the 
gubernatorial election year.  Here’s 
my point: Mayor Mike ought to get 
over his White House fantasy and 
set his sights on Albany for the next 
stop on his excellent adventure tour.” 
   Goodwin continues by quoting 
Mayor Koch at length.  The 

last three-term mayor was 
characteristically direct in 
discussing Spitzer’s shortcomings. 
   “Koch, calling himself a 
‘distressed’ Spitzer supporter, 
warned the governor is running 
out of time to admit his errors and 
change course. ‘If he keeps going 
down this track, he’s finished,’ 
Koch said bluntly.” 
The Daily News Editorial 
An editorial, written in strong 
tones, but in an effort to be helpful, 
came in a Daily News editorial 
Thursday, WHAT SPITZER MUST 
DO.  Link to it if you can. It is the 
best summary of the administration’s 
failings that has yet appeared.  
The editorial is not, however, all 
negative. It is laced with praise for 
Spitzer’s abilities, and urges him to 
use them for constructive purposes. 
We quote: 
   “Eliot Spitzer has made a hash 
of his first year as governor.  He 
won office in a landslide and it 
has been downhill ever since.  The 
drop has been steep and too often 
of his own making...Year One 
had important accomplishments.  
For example, Spitzer began to 
deliver fair school funding for 
the city and overhauled worker’s 
compensation to the benefit of labor 
and management.  But far more fell 
by the wayside, and Spitzer let the 
agenda become swallowed by two 
fiascos: Troopergate and driver’s 
licenses for illegal immigrants. 

   “Compounding the damage, 
the governor’s ‘steamroller’ 
pronouncement gave New 
Yorkers a reason to question his 
temperament, his mishandling of 
Troopergate gave them grounds 
to question his integrity and his 
somersault on licenses provided 
cause for wondering either 
how clearly he thinks things 
through or what he stands for.” 
   The editorial continues by 
praising Spitzer’s good qualities 
“very smart, very rational, very 
logical and very convinced of 
the correctness of his position”.  
The paper continues: “Spitzer 
must recognize that he needs to 
build support for his policies by 
convincing the public that his ideas 
are right for New York.  He cannot 
take for granted that his brainstorms 
are self-evidently good.” 
   The News concludes: “The state 
Public Integrity Commission is in 
the midst of its own probe.  Spitzer 
must provide the panel with every 
shred of requested information, 
testify under oath and make the 
record public.  Then Spitzer can 
start over, a rookie no more.”
Our Observations
We at New York Civic are not 
regicides, and we do not want 
the governor to fail his first year 
in Albany.  Unfortunately, his 
credibility is in serious doubt, and 
his actions appear sudden, not fully 
thought out, and not discussed 
with anyone else in advance of 
public release. Talk about his 
potential for the Presidency, 
common in January, has completely 
disappeared.  Critics cite his case as 
an example of the Peter Principle, 
according to which a person is 
promoted until he reaches a level 
at which he or she is incompetent. 
   Nonetheless, he was elected 
governor by the people of New 
York State, winning 69 per cent of 
the vote, which is a huge majority.  
New York has no constitutional 
provision for the recall of an 
elected official, as California and 

many western and midwestern 
states do.   It was the recall of Gray 
Davis that resulted in the election 
of Arnold Schwarzenegger as 
governor in October 2003.  Arnold 
was re-elected in 2006 after a 
poor start which resulted in all 
his referendum proposals being 
defeated by the voters in November 
2005. He apologized to the public, 
made significant staff changes, 
and went back to work. The 
Governator learned from his errors, 
hopefully Spitzer, who as yet has 
no nickname, will learn as well. 
   We hope that Governor Spitzer 
will get back on track. But there are 
issues that still hover over him.  His 
declining poll numbers make him 
more vulnerable to criticism and 
less able to persuade others to follow 
his lead.  Senator Bruno is using 
what we call TrooperChopperGate, 
which the Daily News called 
“a piffle”, to preserve his 33-29 
Senate majority. Bruno is trying to 
harass and embarrass the governor 
by holding a kangaroo court to 
force him either to lie under oath 
or to recant the story he initially 
told, which no one finds credible. 
Hopefully, the courts will relieve 
the governor of this indignity, 
especially considering the political 
purpose of the proceedings. 
   We hope that the Spitzer futures 
market has hit bottom, and that the 
presence of Bruce Gyory and other 
cool heads will help make the next 
38 months better than the last ten.  
It is unusual in journalism to find 
serious fault with someone and root 
for him at the same time. But this is 
New York, where we are all unusual 
in our own way. 

Henry Stern is president of New 
York Civic (www.NYCivic.org) and 

a blogger on public issues. 
He was New York City’s Parks 
Commissioner for fifteen years 

under Mayors Koch and Giuliani.

   Here we go again.  Another 
presidential election year, another 
round of worried talk and nervous 
hand-wringing about a new crop of 
potential “spoilers” in 2008.  
   What is a spoiler?  Basically 
it’s when Candidate A siphons 
votes from like-minded Candidate 
B, thus paving the way for the 
election of Candidate C, whose 
views are diametrically opposed to  
Candidate A.  

Spoiler Alert 2008 
By Matthew Cossolotto

   Conventional wisdom says that 
Ralph Nader is the poster child of 
the proverbial election “spoiler.”  
By siphoning off enough “left-
leaning” votes from Al Gore in 
2000, especially his 97,000 votes 
in Florida, it is frequently alleged 
that Nader played the “spoiler” role 
and paved the way for George Bush 
to assume the presidency despite 
losing the popular vote nationwide 
by some 500,000 votes.  

   Of course, in the 2000 election 
there were plenty of potential 
spoilers to go around.  To many, 
the Supreme Court was the ultimate 
spoiler in that election with its 
5-4 vote stopping the statewide 
recount in Florida as mandated by 
the Florida Supreme Court.  Other 
spoilers in Florida that year include 
the notorious “Butterfly Ballot” in 
Palm Beach that resulted in some 
27,000 voters mistakenly casting 

ballots for Pat Buchanan instead of 
the Gore-Lieberman ticket.      
   When all is said and done, it’s 
probably true that had Nader not 
been on the ballot in Florida, a 
large portion of his 97,000 votes 
would have gone to Al Gore, more 
than enough for Gore to have 
won Florida’s 25 electoral college 
votes and the presidency without 
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Weir Only Human

Mental Telepathy in the Courtroom       

By Bob Weir

   There was a time when people 
were charged with a criminal offense 
based strictly on the harm they did to 
another. That harm could result from 
physical injury, damage to property, 
theft, or a smattering of other acts 
that disrupted an otherwise orderly 
society. In order to pass judgment 
on the bad guys, the justice system 
needed to satisfy at least one of the 
following conditions: The bad guy 
had to act intentionally, recklessly, 
or with criminal negligence. 
These “states of mind” would be 
determined during a trial, with the 
defendant being punished according 
to the severity of the crime and the 
amount of conscious willingness 
to commit the dastardly deed. In 
other words, if John Smith fired 
a gun on a crowded street, killing 
Tom Jones who was waiting at a 
bus stop 50 feet away, Mr. Smith 
would be judged on his motive or 
lack thereof. 

   If it could be established that Smith 
meant to kill Jones specifically, he 
would be found guilty of murder. 
On the other hand, if Smith’s idea 
of celebrating his birthday was 
to fire a few random shots from 
his nickel-plated, semi-automatic 
9mm Glock pistol, for which he has 
appropriate documentation to carry, 
he would likely be found guilty of 
a crime that included a mental state 
other than intentional. 
   Speaking of mental states, 45 
states have enacted hate crime laws 
that mandate increased punishments 
for crimes committed as a result of 
what the government considers 
wrongful thoughts. For example, if 
you preceded a punch to someone’s 
nose with the declaration, “Take 
that, you (add your own racial, 
ethnic, religious, homophobic or 
gender-biased slur), you would 
be prosecuted for the offense of 
assault, plus whatever thought you 

had in mind 
when you struck 
the defendant. 
Moreover, even 
if you didn’t 
utter a word, you 
could be judged 
merely on the 
fact that you and 
the defendant 
fall into different classifications. 
(Of course, that makes it a bit 
tougher for the jury to read your 
mind regarding the incident.) 
   Maybe I’m wrong, but it just seems 
that we create more discrimination 
when we segregate punishment on 
some type of sliding scale, according 
to what we think someone was 
thinking. What’s wrong with simply 
punishing the offender for the crime 
committed, without resorting to 
mental telepathy? When the brutal 
murderers of James Byrd Jr., the 
black man in Jasper, Texas, who 

was dragged to 
his death behind 
a pickup truck, 
were convicted, 
they received the 
death penalty. 
Could they 
have received 
a harsher 
punishment if it 

was deemed a hate crime? When 
a couple of monsters in Wyoming 
beat Matthew Shepard to death 
because he was gay, they received 
life sentences. Yes, it could, and in 
my opinion, should have been death 
sentences. But, I doubt their lives 
were spared because the judge or 
jury hated gays.   
   The point I’m making is that 
the entire hate crime issue is a 
smoke screen, a result of a justice 
system that has failed to live up 
to its title. If a convicted criminal 
received the punishment the law 

prescribes, there’d be no need for 
enhancements based on what he may 
have been thinking. When a person 
is sentenced to death, they’re more 
likely to die of old age in a prison 
cell while clogging the system 
with an infinite number of appeals. 
When a murderer is sentenced to 
several life terms, or life, plus 99 
years, it makes a mockery of the 
system, unless the defendant is 
Methuselah. How about the concept 
of time off for good behavior? The 
reason someone is sent to prison 
is because of their bad behavior, 
hence, shouldn’t good behavior 
be mandatory while they are 
incarcerated? In fact, bad behavior 
in prison should be grounds for 
adding more time to a sentence. 
In the final analysis, crimes should 
not be judged based on an arbitrary 
classification system, anymore than 
people should be judged according 
to their color, sex, religion, etc., 

when they seek employment, 
housing or membership at country 
clubs. Establishing protected 
classes of people will only lead 
to more people seeking to fit 
into new and even more creative 
classifications. If enough people 
find a niche that gives them special 
rights, we’ll soon be back where we 
started, and the justice system will 
still be broken. Instead of putting 
a politically correct spin on crime 
and punishment in a disingenuous 
attempt to curry favor with certain 
groups, why not simply make the 
system work for everyone? 

Bob Weir is a contributing 
columnist to Yonkers Tribune and 

Westchester Times Tribune.
 BobWeir777@aol.com.

the nation ever hearing the term 
hanging chad.  
   Most political operatives from 
the two major parties, along with 
just about all commentators in the 
media, apply the “spoiler” term to 
just about any third party candidate.  
Of course, truth be told, one party’s 
spoiler often turns out to be another 
party’s savior.  For George Bush and 
his supporters, Ralph Nader would 
hardly be considered a “spoiler” 
in 2000.  In fact, I’m surprised he 
hasn’t received the presidential 
medal of freedom.
   But if the shoe was on the left 
foot in 2000, it just might be on the 
right foot in 2008.  Some elements 
on the religious right, unhappy with 
the current slate of Republican 
candidates, have been hinting 
that they might break from the 
Republican fold and support a third 
party candidate for president.  
   Whether the religious right will 
actually abandon the Republican 
party for an independent candidate 
in 2008 remains to be seen.  The 
odds of this happening seem to 
increase with certain candidates, 
notably former New York Mayor 
Rudy Giuliani.  His pro-choice 
stance on abortion may turn out 
to unacceptable for many pro-life 

voters.  We’ll know soon enough.  
   In the meantime, several prominent 
names have been mentioned as 
potential independent candidates for 
president next year, including New 
York Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
and Senator Chuck Hagel of 
Nebraska.  Even Ralph Nader may 
be thinking of making another bid 
for the presidency in 2008.  
   Here’s the question:  Is it really 
fair to pin the spoiler label on 
independent candidates such as 
Ralph Nader?
   I don’t think so.  In fact, calling 
third party candidates “spoilers” is 
a lazy way to avoid dealing with the 
real culprit in our election process.  
Individual candidates aren’t the 
spoilers.  The real spoiler is our 
outmoded, winner-take-all voting 
system.
   Why should we, as citizens 
of what we claim is the world’s 
greatest democracy, have to tolerate 
a voting system that creates the 
undemocratic Candidate A, B, C 
situation mentioned above?  The 
simple answer is we shouldn’t have 
to accept this situation.
   Until citizens, political leaders, 
and the media face up to the 
underlying inequities of our 
voting system, we’ll continue to 

discourage independent candidates 
from seeking office and voters 
from turning out to cast ballots for 
candidates of their choice. 
   Nobody seems to notice one 
essential fact in all this talk about 
spoilers:  Our voting system is 
not etched in stone.  It’s neither 
ordained by God nor written into the 
Constitution.  We could very easily 
change the voting system so that 
Candidate A will not siphon votes 
away from like-minded Candidate 
B and contribute to the election of 
Candidate C.    
   The electoral train-wreck that 
happened in 2000 should have been 
a wake-up call for serious reform.  
Citizens, political leaders and 
members of the media should have 
been clamoring for positive, pro-
democracy voting system reforms 
so we could prevent that kind of 
mess from ever happening again.  
   But we haven’t had a serious 
discussion in this country about 
viable electoral reforms that could 
bring more choices and voices into 
the political arena.  We’re stuck in 
a centuries-old, two-party time-
warp in which any independent 
or third party candidate becomes 
stigmatized as a potential spoiler.
   But here’s the interesting point: 

Spoiler Alert 2008

If we changed the voting system, 
minor-party or independent 
candidates would cease to be 
potential spoilers. They could 
immediately be seen in a more 
positive light, as champions of 
particular groupings of voters or 
political philosophies that add to 
our political debate.
   I don’t think it makes sense to 
simply dump more candidates 
and parties onto the ballot without 
changing the underlying voting 
system.  Trying to graft a multi-
party democracy onto our restrictive 
plurality voting system only leads 
to some perverse incentives.  For 
instance, some Democrats are 
now secretly cheering the prospect 
that the religious right will back a 
third party candidate in 2008, thus 
weakening the eventual Republican 
nominee.  And some conservatives 
may be hoping that liberal, wealthy 
Mayor Bloomberg will siphon 
votes away from the Democratic 
nominee.   
   This kind of “divide-and-
conquer” politics is a dreadful way 
to run a democracy.  People end up 
spending too much time gaming the 
current system instead of reforming 
it.  And voters suffer.
   Fortunately, many viable 

alternatives to plurality elections 
abound.  Various forms of 
proportional voting is used 
successfully in many advanced 
democracies.  Two-round elections, 
in which the second round is a run-
off between the top-two candidates, 
are used in many of the world’s 
presidential races.  But a better 
change could be implemented right 
now in the United States. It’s called 
“instant runoff voting,” or IRV.
   Under IRV voters simply rank 
the candidates (1, 2, 3) in order of 
preference. In the 2000 race, some 
voters on the left could have voted 
for Nader first and Gore second.  On 
the right, a good number of voters 
might very well have ranked Pat 
Buchanan first and Bush second.  
If a candidate wins an outright 
majority of first-preference votes, 
the count is over and that candidate 
is declared the winner.  If not, the 
last-place finisher is eliminated, and 
ballots cast for that candidate are 
counted for the voter’s next-choice 
candidate.  This way, supporters of 
like-minded candidates A and B 
don’t split their votes and throw the 
election to candidate C.   
   The result of this simple change in 
the voting system would be to allow 
people to vote affirmatively for 

their candidate of choice without 
wasting their votes outright or 
handing the election to a candidate 
with whom they strongly disagree.  
It empowers voters while making 
major-party candidates less 
vulnerable to spoilers.
   A whole range of pro-democracy 
voting system reforms should be 
seriously considered in this country 
– and fast.  Far-reaching reforms 
are not likely to win acceptance 
nationwide without widespread 
discussion and debate.  That’s 
why I believe we should begin the 
process with a widely representative 
national commission on voting 
system reform.  The time to reform 
our outmoded voting system is 
now.  Let’s deal with the real spoiler 
in our democracy once and for all 
– our antiquated winner-take-all 
voting system.
  

Matthew Cossolotto, a former 
congressional aide and author 
of the Almanac of European 

Politics, is president of Ovations 
International (www.ovations.com).

MAMARONECK, NY -- 
Assemblyman George Latimer 
(D. 91st Assembly District) 
recently visited residents at Sarah 
Neuman Center for Healthcare and 
Rehabilitation to help them retrieve 
unclaimed bank funds accessible by 
checking the records in the Office 
of the New York State Comptroller.  
Using a computer in the Pavilion 
library, Latimer helped 15 residents 

Latimer Helps Nursing 
Home Residents Retrieve 
Unclaimed Bank Funds
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elected officials. We need to have 
a community discussion: what 
services we need, what services we 
want, what services we can afford. 
We also should focus attention on 
looking for additional ways to save 
money, to stretch our dollars so we 
get the maximum value for our tax 
dollars.

Neighborhood  
Meetings on 2008 Budget

position of having two school 
districts serve the constituents 
of our village. In addition to the 
Tuckahoe Tigers, some residents’ 
children are members of the 
Eastchester Eagles who have had 
a stellar year and attained a perfect 
7-0 season. However, the Eagles 
never play Bronxville or Tuckahoe, 
since they are in different division. 
That being the case, the only “Mets 
vs. Yankees” or “Jets vs. Giants” 
type rivalry within our town is the 
annual Tuckahoe vs. Bronxville 
game. Tuckahoe coach John 
D’Arco has expressed an interest in 
perhaps one year moving this game 
under the lights of the new town 
recreation facility, Haindl Field, 
thereby creating our town’s own 
version of “Friday Night Lights”. 
As to the feasibility of such a plan, 
I cannot say, but it certainly sounds 
like a good idea. Regardless of 
how things of that nature work out, 
after Mayor Marvin and I spoke we 
agreed to add a little something to 
the festivities of next year’s annual 
rivalry. I have been thinking that 

Tuckahoe Talk
From Page 1

perhaps a wager of some sort might 
be in order. 
   I recall from my days residing in 
New York City that whenever one 
of the sports franchises entered a 
championship series the Mayor 
would place a wager with the 
opposing city’s Mayor. I remember 
Ed Koch betting a pastrami 
sandwich from Katz’s Deli against 
somebody. Rudy Giuliani wagered 
the Mayor of Arlington, Texas, if 
the Yankees lost to the Rangers, he 
would send over Nathan’s hot dogs 
and tickets to a Broadway show and 
the Metropolitan Opera. If Rudy 
won, he got an authentic 10-gallon 
cowboy hat. Each mayor chose 
something that highlighted the 
uniqueness of their community. 
   I spoke to a few residents to aid 
me in my search of something 
that is representative of Tuckahoe, 
but I realized that each vision 
was different, revolving around 
people’s personal favorite things. 
I decided to look at the Village 
places I frequent and tried to find 
the perfect stake for this wager. I 
quickly realized how difficult it 

would be to choose. While I find it 
Tuckahoe unique to sit in Mario’s 
Barber Shop having Ritchie cut my 
hair and chat, I just couldn’t see 
Mayor Marvin enjoying it. Instead 
I turned my attention to our food 
establishments. I regularly breakfast 
at First Stop Café, Main Street Café 
and Nick’s Corner Deli, which by 
the way is no longer on a corner, 
but I couldn’t choose breakfast at 
one without aggravating the others. 
I contemplated sending the Marvin 
family a Tuckahoe pizza but the 
thought of confessing my favorite 
just gave me a headache. Since each 
resident of the Village may have a 
different favorite pizza, I’ll refrain 
from confessing mine. With all the 
wonderful eateries in our Village 
it would be impossible for me to 
pick one without alienating others. 
It is, however, much easier for me 
to be candid about Bronxville’s 
establishments. I enjoy Lange’s 
tuna salad, the bagels of Park Place, 
some sushi from Haiku and the 
occasional pint from Fogarty’s. 
I was close to giving up the search 
and resigning myself to getting some 

that I would not enjoy a cut and chat 
at Mario’s Barber Shop.  Assuming 
Richie was skilled at highlighting 
and grey cover-up, I would be 
game.  After polling my family 
about their Tuckahoe favorites, the 
oatmeal at Main Street Café, the 
Penne Virginia at Angelina’s and 
the steak tacos at Burrito Poblano 
(we miss you!) took gold, silver 
and bronze. 
   Beneath all the fun and friendly 
banter between the Mayor 
and I lies a serious core to the 
conversation.  Together we are 
seeking to find ways to foster 
increasing friendships between our 
two villages.  As governments, we 

Mayor’s Column

kind of a little Mayor’s cup that the 
winner could display, when I was 
reminded that Mayor Giuliani had 
once wagered he would wear the 
hat of the opposing team in public 
if the Yankees lost. This seemed 
fitting enough, so my proposition 
is if the Tuckahoe Tigers lose next 
year I would wear a Bronxville 
Bronco’s hat during our next public 
meeting. I am not requiring that 
Mayor Marvin wear the Tuckahoe 
Tiger hat if the Broncos lose, it is 
only fair to have her anguish over 
what she is willing to wager, but the 
option is hers. 
   However this plays out, I look 
forward to hearing from Mayor 
Marvin. Regarding the Eastchester 
Eagles, rest assured if they enter 
a championship game with any 
municipality I will definitely call 
to lay out my proposal with the 
opposition’s Mayor. In the meantime 
my best wishes this football season 
to all the players and good luck to 
all three teams. 

From Page 1 have made great strides in sharing 
municipal services, entering into 
joint purchasing 
a g r e e m e n t s 
and sharing 
equipment and 
expertise, saving 
both our Villages 
time and money.  
We thought 
it a natural 
progression that 
the same kind 
of cooperative 
i n i t i a t i v e s 
could carry 
over to citizen 
interaction. 
   We are neighbors.  We share street 

addresses and frequent the same 
businesses, stores, and recreation 

facilities.  It is 
perhaps time to 
make an effort to 
know each other 
better. 
Focusing on our 
youth sports 
seemed natural 
since so many 
of our children 
having already 
met through 
E a s t c h e s t e r 
Youth Soccer, 
TYA and the 

Eastchester Baseball League.  
Hence, our friendly wager.  I will 

accept the Mayor’s challenge to 
wear the Tuckahoe Tiger hat at the 
Trustees’ meeting following next 
year’s game if my Broncos should 
lose.  Orange is a good color for 
me and I am assuming black is 
slimming even on the head.  Should 
the Tigers go down to defeat, I 
offer the Mayor the opportunity to 
wear one of my headbands, an oft 
ridiculed accessory by friends and 
family alike for their lack of fashion 
forwardness.  It would be in Bronco 
Blue, of course.  I can see Channel 
12 there now!   
   I wish good luck and success to 
all our children and look forward 
to constantly renewing our valued 
friendship.

check the records to determine if 
there were any unclaimed funds.  
More than half of those participating 
in the search found money that 
belonged to them or to a family 
member.  One resident reclaimed 
several hundred dollars.  According 
to Latimer, the afternoon’s search 
was his most successful to date.

   Thanks for partnering in the 
decision making process of 
government.

mailto:BobWeir777@aol.com
http://www.ovations.com
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THE BRONX, NY -- Something 
must be done about traffic into 
Manhattan, but congestion pricing 
as now proposed is not the answer. 
All it will do is move Manhattan’s 
problems to The Bronx, Brooklyn, 
and Queens. There is inadequate 
public transportation available 
to handle the expected influx of 
passengers, and the MTA estimates 
creating such an infrastructure 
will cost approximately $750 
million. (Based on experience, we 
can assume that by the time it is 
built, the cost will be closer to $1 
billion.)
   “Socially it will also be divisive: 
the Emerald City of downtown 
Manhattan with an admission 
charge, and the rest of the boroughs 
-- the 718 people -- paying to get 
in. 
   “Riverdale, Kingsbridge, and 
Wakefield face more parking, traffic, 
and pollution problems, as people 
from Yonkers, Mount Vernon, and 
even Rockland drive here, park, and 
transfer to public transportation. It 
is unfair to them and it is unfair 
to The Bronx. (This has already 
happened. Within the past few 
years parking meters were installed 
in Kingsbridge to stop Westchester 
drivers from parking and taking 
mass transit to Manhattan.)

Congressman Eliot Engel 
on Congestion Pricing

 NEW YORK, NY -- Congressman 
Eliot Engel met Tuesday, October 
30, 2007, with Environmental 
Protection Agency Regional 
Administrator Alan J. Steinberg to 
commend the EPA on its decision 
to oversee the Indian Point Nuclear 
Power facility re-licensing process 
and to discuss the process with the 
agency. 
   Rep. Engel said, “I have long 
urged the Environmental Protection 
Agency to be more involved in 
the operational oversight of Indian 
Point, especially since the plant is 
applying to renew its licenses for 
another 20 years. The potential 
impact of the nuclear plant on 
the area is enormous, and Indian 
Point has a lengthening history of 
accidents that have led me to call 
for it to be closed.”
   On Monday the EPA endorsed 
a plan for stopping the leak from 
the spent fuel pool in Unit No. 1. 
The schedule calls for the removal 
of the spent fuel in the pool next 
summer, and for treatment of the 
water removed from the pool to be 
completed by the end of next year.

   “The Mayor promises that the 
money from congestion pricing will 
go towards mass transportation, but 
the experience of the lottery money 
for education is illustrative. Money 
from the lottery went to education, 
but the money previously allocated 
by the State and City for education 
abated, replaced by lottery money. 
We can expect the same from this 
scheme; congestion pricing money 
goes to mass transit freeing up 
money that had been allocated for 
other purposes.
   “Further, subways and buses 
are already overcrowded. Adding 
the extra crowds expected to be 
generated by congestion pricing, 
before added space is available 
does not make sense.  
   “The $8 fee for cars will also 
encourage toll increases. The Port 
Authority is already talking up a 
toll increase and MTA Bridges is 
talking about a $5 toll on the Henry 
Hudson Bridge. Since the toll will 
be deducted from the $8, no matter 
what the bridges charge, up to $8, 
drivers will be paying the same 
amount.
    “In short, the results of congestion 
pricing will be added tolls, added 
traffic, and added air pollution, but 
less parking spaces.”

Engel Welcomes
Environmental Protection 

Agency Involvement in 
Indian Point Renewal 

Process
   The EPA also recently submitted 
scoping comments to the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission, 
requesting that the following issues 
be examined when developing the 
environmental impact statement: 
• The need to re-license Indian 
Point, quantifying energy demand 
and the need for such facilities in 
the region;  
• The impact of any terrorist attack 
on the facility;
• A management plan for the spent 
fuel pools, and other means of 
storage of spent fuel that will span 
the relicensing period;
• An evaluation of the leaks from 
the spent fuel pools, including the 
possible impacts to groundwater, 
and future actions to ensure that the 
leakage is stopped;
• The inclusion and analysis of 
all new seismological data on the 
project area gathered since the 
Indian Point Generating Station 
was constructed;
• An evaluation of the alternatives 
to the proposed project, including 
reasonable alternatives not within 
the jurisdiction of the lead agency.

WASHINGTON, DC -- 
Congresswoman Nita M. Lowey 
(Westchester/Rockland) announced 
today that the Greenburgh Police 
Department will receive $40,000 
from the Department of Homeland 
Security (DHS) for emergency 
medical services (EMS). 
   “EMS personnel respond to 
nearly every emergency to ensure 
the health of victims, and we must 
be sure that they are properly 
staffed and equipped,” said Lowey. 
“I’m pleased that the Department 
of Homeland Security is helping 
to boost Greenburgh’s EMS 
capabilities with these funds.”

Greenburgh Police Department to Receive Federal 
Homeland Security Funds for EMS

 
$40,000 Boost for Local First Responders

   The Assistance to Firefighters 
Grants program awards funds 
directly to fire 
departments and 
n o n a f f i l i a t e d 
emergency medical 
service (EMS) 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
to enhance first 
responders’ ability 
to protect the health 
and safety of the 
public, as well as 
that of first-responder 
personnel, with respect to fire-
related hazards. Using a competitive 
process overseen by fire service 

experts, AFG grants are awarded 
to applicants whose requests best 

enhance ability to 
protect the public 
and first responder 
personnel. Since 
2004, with the 
Fiscal Year 2007 
awards, AFG has 
provided a total of 
almost $2.2 billion 
to first-responder 
organizations to 

purchase response 
equipment, personal protective 
equipment, and vehicles.
   “The grant is going to be used for 

powered operated stretchers,” said 
Officer Jared Rosenberg.  “This will 
help emergency medical personnel 
to lift and transport victims safely 
so that they may get the medical 
attention that they need.”  
   “Federal support for local efforts 
to secure our communities is vital 
in the post-September 11th world, 
and I will continue fighting to 
bring critical federal funds to first 
responders in New York’s 18th 
Congressional district,” concluded 
Lowey, a member of the Homeland 
Security and Appropriations 
Committees.

ALBANY, NY -- Assemblyman 
Mike Spano (D-Ind-C-Yonkers) 
announced his appointment to 
several committees that place him 
in an excellent position to address 
the issues that Yonkers families 
are facing. Included in his new 
appointments are the Insurance; 
Racing and Wagering; Rules; 
Steering; Transportation; and Ways 
and Means committees. 
   “My committee assignments will 
allow me to have a stronger voice 
for Yonkers families,” Spano said. 
“Working with members of the 
Westchester Assembly and Senate 
delegations, we will collectively 
address the issues facing our city 
and county – from ensuring our fair 
share of state education dollars, to 
providing meaningful tax relief 
to overburdened homeowners, 
to ensuring quality, affordable  

Assemblyman Mike Spano Assigned Committee 
Appointments to Better Serve Yonkers

health care.” 
    “Yonkers is facing resurgence 
with a new wave of redevelopment 
that will revitalize our local 
economy and contribute to our 
tax base,” continued Spano.  “It 
is my duty to be on the front lines 
ensuring significant state support 
for the economic development 
taking place in the city.”
   Assemblyman Spano said his 
appointments to the Ways and 
Means, Transportation, and Racing 
and Wagering committees will 
especially help him tackle the 
specific issues that are affecting 
Yonkers residents.  Ways and Means 
is one of the Assembly’s most 
important committees as it oversees 
the fiscal management of where tax 
dollars go, and Spano said he will 
bring a thoughtful and passionate 
approach to the discussions of how 

this money is allocated throughout 
the state.   
   There are also various statewide 
and local issues that Spano will 
address on the Transportation 
Committee that range from ensuring 
that all bridges are up to date on 
their inspections, to concerns that 
are right in his backyard, such as 
the Saw Mill River Parkway’s 
Lockwood Avenue exit that has 
been the site of numerous accidents. 
Spano will also bring a strong voice 
to additional transportation related 
issues that Yonkers residents face, 
like the current proposed MTA 
toll and fare hike, which Spano is 
committed to fighting. 
   As a member of the Racing 
and Wagering Committee, 
Assemblyman Spano will continue 
to fight to ensure that Yonkers 
schools receive their fair share 

from Video Lottery Terminals. The 
Empire City at Yonkers Raceway 
has almost 5,550 VLTs, which 
Spano fought to have installed.  
Since their installation in 2006 
they have brought $20 million 
in additional revenue to Yonkers 
schools. 
   “As the Assembly representative 
for Yonkers, it is my obligation to 
do everything I can to ensure that 
the well-being of Yonkers families 
is at the heart of every discussion 
happening in Albany,” Spano said. 
“I know that my appointments 
will enable me to better address 
the issues that my constituents 
are dealing with every day and I 
look forward to working with my 
colleagues to tackle the challenges 
facing Yonkers.” 

NEW YORK, NY -- At the invitation 
of the New York City Councilman 
Leroy Comrie, Chairman of the 
Committee on Consumer Affairs, 
Senator Jeff Klein (D- The Bronx/
Westchester) testified at a hearing 
in support of Proposed Resolution 
No. 430A, recommending that 
the state pass his proposed bill, 
S2269, which would reduce the 
number of policies that insurers 
can cancel in a single year without 
having to gain the approval of 
the State Insurance Department.     
   Under current law, an insurance 
company can cancel up to 4% of 
its statewide policies each year 
without any official scrutiny. This 
can amount to thousands of policies 
for a large insurer, which can cause 
a major disruption in the local 
insurance market if an insurer targets 
all of its cancellations to a small 
geographic area.  S2269 would 
halve that amount to 2% and require 

Klein Condemns Cancellations 
NYC Council Endorses Klein Bill to Protect Homeowners from Future Mass “Non-Renewals” 

the insurer to provide a financial or 
risk analysis justification for any 
future large-scale cancellations to 
make sure that no unlawful criteria 
are being used. 
   Since the spring of 2006, residents 
of the 34th District in the Bronx and 
Westchester County have reported 
widespread non-renewals of Allstate 
homeowners’ insurance policies as 
the company pursued its professed 
desire to reduce its exposure in the 
coastal New York insurance market. 
In 2006 alone, Allstate cancelled, or 
“non-renewed” more than 26,000 
homeowners policies throughout 
the coastal portions of New York 
City, Westchester County and Long 
Island.   
   But Allstate’s continued coverage 
of homeowners living in the same 
neighborhoods, who had purchased 
other Allstate insurance products, 
thereby increasing the company’s 
potential risk in the event of a 
disaster, belied the claims that local 
homes are too risky to insure and 
convinced Senator Klein that the 
company was not acting in good 

faith.   
“It was unbelievable to me that 
homeowners who had faithfully 
paid their premiums for decades 
were suddenly being penalized for 
not having purchased automobile 
insurance from Allstate,” Klein 
said. 
   After failing to enlist the support 
of the outgoing administration 
at the New York State Insurance 
Department, Senator Klein reached 
out to the new Superintendent, 
Eric Dinallo, shortly after he took 
office in 2007.  The conversations 
that followed, and the stories 
of victimized residents in the 

34th Senate District, sparked a 
department investigation that 
resulted in the issuance of Circular 
Letter No. 11, the August 28th 
directive explicitly banning this 
insidious practice as a violation of 
Section 2324 of the Insurance Law.   
   Under the terms of the department’s 
order, Allstate and other insurers 
will rescind letters of non-renewal 
and offer to reinstate homeowners’ 
insurance policies that had not 
expired as of August 28, 2007 in any 
case where the reason for dropping 
the policy was homeowner’s lack 
of auto or life insurance with the 
company. 
   “This case proves that New York 
State is no longer going to turn 
a blind eye to the impermissible 
tying of homeowners’ insurance 
with other lines of insurance, 
and provides strong support for 
legislation that I have already 
introduced in the State Senate to 
better protect policyholders,” Klein 
added.   

By Bob Putignano  

www.SoundsofBlue.com 

   “Jimi Hendrix: An Illustrated 
Experience,” photographically 
and via a audio CD, 
portrays the rock life 
of Hendrix who broke 
new ground and ignited 
a new generation with 
his inventive and radical 
guitar playing. The 
authors; Jamie Hendrix 
and John McDermott 
have access to the private 
family vaults, thus 
we get numerous new 
looks, views, audio, and 
precious untold stories 
of Jimi’s life.  This 
fine book takes us to 
the beginning of Jimi’s 
musical years, starting 
with his embryonic 
guitar playing in Seattle, 
Washington, all the way 
through his final days, 
including the steady 
ongoing public interest 
of his never ending legacy. 
   This gorgeously packaged book 
is a most welcome addition to any 
music fans library that also features 
reproductions and drawings from 
Jimi’s youth, plus handwritten 
song lyrics, and never-before-seen 
archival photographs. In addition 
to thirty or so interactive features, 
the book also includes a seventy 

minute audio CD of previously 
unreleased recordings of live music, 
plus jams recorded at the infamous 
Record Plant in New York City. It 
is captivating to hear and see Jimi 
work out his unique riffs that made 

Jimi wildly famous throughout his 
brief life, and till this day; both 
via glorious full color pictures as 
well as with the included disk.   
   This wonderful book is also 
loaded with ticket stubs, posters, 
and other great Hendrix artifacts, 
which should make for an absolute 
delight for the avid and rabid 
Hendrix fan, and a great place 

to start for those who would like 
to familiarize themselves about 
knowing more about Jimi Hendrix.  
‘Jimi Hendrix An Illustrated 
Experience’ truly draws the reader 
(and listener) as close as one can 

get to Jimi’s captivating 
lifestyle; both on-stage, 
as well as behind the 
scenes.  Bottom line; this 
book is a very neat and a 
beautiful collection.  And 
with the holiday season 
upon us, this should make 
as a perfect gift for any 
known Hendrix fan to find 
under the Christmas tree.  
   When I was growing 
up there was always 
comparisons, and an on-
going debate as to who 
was the best guitar player 
was; Hendrix or Clapton? 
So it is interesting to take 
note that the releases of 
both Jimi’s, and Eric’s 
(’Clapton’) books will be 
released on the very same 
day.  Let the debate go 
on!

Bob Putignano is a regular 
contributing writer to Goldmine 

& Big City Rhythm and Blues 
magazines, the Yonkers Tribune, 
Westchester Times Tribune and 
formerly recognized and listed 
in the Library of Congress and  
can be reached through www.

SoundsofBlue.com

Jimi Hendrix An Illustrated Experience 
by Jamie Hendrix & John McDermott

A Very Appropriate Audio and Photographic Journey of Jimi

http://www.SoundsofBlue.com
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A&E • Business • Community

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- The 
Museum of Arts & Culture, located 
at New Rochelle High School, last 
week announced it has received 
a provisional charter from the 
Regents of the State of New York, 
making it the only museum on-site 
in a school in the state. 
   “I extend my congratulations 
upon the chartering of the Museum 
of Arts & Culture,” said David 
Palmquist, Head of Museum 
Chartering for the New York State 
Museum in Albany, “and note that 
it is the only Regents-chartered 
museum located in a high school.  
We look forward to hearing of the 
valuable programs the Museum 
of Arts & Culture will provide to 
students, teachers, parents and the 
larger New Rochelle community.”
   The Museum of Arts & Culture 
consists of two purpose-built 
display areas, the Donald Baughman 
Galleries, located in the new wing 
of New Rochelle High School; the 
MAC is funded by the non-profit 
New Rochelle Fund for Educational 
Excellence.
   “We went through a rigorous 
application and review process, and 
I am very proud that the Regents 
have found the Museum of Arts 
& Culture worthy of a provisional 
charter,” said Theresa Kump 
Leghorn, Director of the MAC.

Museum of Arts & Culture Receives 
Provisional Charter from New York 

State
 

New Rochelle High School is Home to the Only On-Site Museum in a 
School in the State of New York

The Crews Family, an exhibit organized by the National Center for Children’s Illustrated Literature, is on exhibit 
at the Museum of Arts & Culture through December 1st.

   Under Education Law section 
216, the Regents are empowered to 
charter new museums and historical 
societies, and to incorporate other 
related cultural agencies.  Typically 
a new museum is granted a 
provisional charter for five years, 
after which the Regents may 
replace the provisional charter with 
an absolute charter.
   “The existence of an on-site 
museum is just one more example 
of the visionary leadership 
exhibited by former Superintendent 
Linda Kelly, former Principal Don 
Baughman and current Principal 
Don Conetta, who worked closely 
with the School Board and the New 
Rochelle Fund for Educational 
Excellence to create the MAC, 
and it is an example of this school 
district’s continuing commitment to 
excellence in arts education,” said 
Leghorn. She added that “Recent 
studies have demonstrated that 
arts education enhances the critical 
thinking skills our children need to 
achieve success academically, while 
enhancing their quality of life, and 
New Rochelle schools are leading 
the way.”
Indeed, the Museum of Arts & 
Culture was selected to be featured 
on www.keepartsinschools.org, the 
Website for the Ford Foundation’s 
“Integrating the Arts and Education 

Reform” initiative, as an example 
of a best practice in arts education. 
The site was created as an online 
community for advocates of arts 
education and offers news, video 
clips, research, case studies and 
tools, plus links to articles, national 
studies and other Web sites about 
education. The site includes a link 
to the Museum of Arts & Culture 
at www.dbmac.org, and an e-
newsletter features an interview 
with Theresa Kump Leghorn under 
the heading “Get Inspired!”
   The Museum of Arts & Culture 
is open to the public and features 
both traveling exhibits from other 
institutions and exhibits of student 
art. Currently the MAC is hosting 
The Crews Family: Donald Crews, 
Ann Jonas and Nina Crews, an 
exhibit organized by the National 
Center for Children’s Illustrated 
Literature in Abilene, Texas. The 
MAC is open to the public Mondays 
through Fridays, from 9 am to 3 
pm, and Tuesday and Thursday 
evenings, from 7 to 9 PM. 

For more information visit the 
website at www.dbmac.org. The 
MAC is supported by the non-
profit New Rochelle Fund for 

Educational Excellence.

The Fine Print
By Lisa Fine 

YONKERS, NY -- James J. Landy, 
President and Chief Executive 
Officer, Hudson Valley Holding 
Corp., announced earnings for 
the nine months ended September 
30, 2007.  Earnings for the nine 
month period were $25.8 million, 
compared to $25.3 million for the 
same period in 2006, an increase of 
2 percent. Diluted earnings per share 
were $2.78 compared to $2.74 for 
the same period last year. Mr. Landy 
emphasized that the growth in 
earnings was the result of continued 
loan demand, and deposit growth, 
and an increase in investment 
management services. Mr. Landy 
added that stiff competition in the 
Company’s marketplace particularly 
for deposits and the unfavorable 

Hudson Valley Holding Corp. Reports 
Record Nine Month Earnings and 

Announces Cash Dividend
interest rate environment has slowed 
the rate of earnings growth in the 
first nine months of 2007. Given 
the economic and competitive 
landscape we expect a slower rate 
of earnings growth over the next 
quarter.  In addition, Mr. Landy 
announced that, as of September 
30, 2007, assets totaled $2.2 billion, 
deposits totaled $1.7 billion, and net 
loans totaled $1.2 billion. 
   Further, William E. Griffin, 
Chairman of the Board, noting the 
continued excellent performance of 
the Company, announced that the 
Board of Directors has declared a 
cash dividend of $0.50 per share 
payable to all shareholders of 
record as of the close of business 
November 9, 2007.  The dividend 

will be distributed to shareholders 
on or about November 16, 2007.  
   Hudson Valley Holding Corp. 
(HUVL), headquartered in Yonkers, 
NY, is the parent company of two 
independently owned local banks, 
Hudson Valley Bank (HVB) and 
NYNB Bank (NYNB). Hudson 
Valley Bank is a Westchester based 
bank with more than $2 billion in 
assets, serving the metropolitan 
area with 22 branches located in 
Westchester, Rockland, the Bronx, 
Manhattan and Queens.  
Additional information on Hudson 
Valley Bank and NYNB Bank can 
be obtained on their respective 

web-sites at 
www.hudsonvalleybank.com and 

www.nynb.com.

Free tacos for all… Thanks.
   You would have thought that they 
were giving away free food by the 
number of people at Taco Bell, 
359 Downing Drive in Yorktown 
Heights on Tuesday October 30. 
And that is exactly what they were 
doing from 2pm to 5pm. Thanks 
to Taco Bell and a bet they made 
with Major League Baseball, a 
stolen base in the World Series was 
worth a free taco to everyone in the 
United States. That was some bet! 
(PS: Boston’s rookie center fielder 
Jacoby Ellsbury stole second base 
in the Red Sox’s sweep of the 
Rockies.) 
“Taste of the Paramount”
   The Paramount Center for the Arts, 
1008 Brown Street in Peekskill, will 
hold “A Taste of the Paramount” 
Fall Fundraising Event on Sunday, 
November 11 from 12pm-3pm. 
The event will feature a “taste” 
of various food and drinks from 
local restaurants and businesses. 
Peekskill businesses participating 
in the event are Ruben’s Café, 
Susan’s Restaurant, Sunset House, 
Henry”s on the Hudson, Peekskill 
Brewery, Homestyle Bakery, Treat 

Station, Capri II, D. Bertoline & 
Sons and the Peekskill Coffee 
House. Cortlandt Manor restaurants 
will include Little Sorrento’s and 
Piazza Roma. Croton restaurants 
include Umami Café, MexToGo 
and Memphis Mae’s BBQ. Guests 
will also receive a “taste” of the live 
performances that will be appearing 
the Paramount. Tickets and info: 
914 739-2333. 
“Taste of the Holidays” Cooking 
Demo
   Restaurateur Jonathan Pratt, of 
Peter Pratt’s Inn, Umami Café and 
MexToGo, will host a free cooking 
demonstration and prepare hors 
d’oeuvres at Club Fit Briarcliff, 
584 North State Road in Briarcliff 

Manor, on Wednesday, December 
12 at 7pm. Pre-registration is a 
must. RSVP and info: 914 245-
4040 x0.  
And speaking (writing) of food…
   It is important to be reminded 
that significant levels of poverty 
and hunger do exist in Westchester 
County. Many food pantries are 
located throughout the region and 
always need to replenish their food 
and supplies. The 8th Annual YCT/
Yorktown Central School District 
Food Drive is winding up on Friday 
November 9 and donation boxes are 
located in each Yorktown school 
lobby. Everyone is encouraged 
to be generous and to try to make 
a difference all year long to help 
those in need.

To submit information for The 
Fine Print, please send emails to 

TheFinePrintNY@verizon.net, call 
914 243-9761, or visit the www.
LisaFineCommunications.com 

Website. Lisa Fine is owner of LF 
Communications, Inc. some of 

whose clients may be mentioned on 
occasion.

YONKERS, NY -- The Internet 
wagering platform service, available 
online at www.tvgnewyork.
com since last week, will allow 
registered New York residents to 
place account wagers on horse races 
through the TVG website. Account 
holders will be able to wager at 
Yonkers and select simulcast tracks. 
Thoroughbred tracks currently 
included in the lineup include Finger 
Lakes, Meadowlands, Monmouth 
Park, and Colonial Downs. 
More tracks could be added.
   Account holders also have access 
to race replays, free handicapping 
information, selections from TVG 
experts, and customized stable 
alerts featuring updated news on 
specific horses, jockeys, trainers and 
owners. A campaign to promote the 
service within the state is expected 

before year’s end. 
   “We are thrilled to work with 
Yonkers to deliver premium 
account wagering services to New 
Yorkers,” said David Nathanson, 
senior vice president and general 
manager of TVG. “New York is 
the country’s largest pari-mutuel 
wagering state, and is obviously an 
important market for horseracing, 
with devoted fans and great local 
tradition. This service will bring 
innovative new wagering options 
to New York customers and deliver 
significant benefits to industry 
participants.”
   In June, TVG reached an 
agreement with Yonkers Raceway 
to provide account wagering 
services on Yonkers’ behalf to 
New York residents through a new 
account wagering system. TVG 

Television Games Network Launched 
Internet Wagering Platform on Behalf 

of Yonkers Raceway
built, tested, and received approval 
for its online system from the New 
York State Racing and Wagering 
Board on October 26. 
   “Changes in New York law 
enabled racetracks to expand their 
service offerings to customers 
through account wagering via 
the Internet, which is an exciting 
opportunity,” said Robert Galterio, 
Yonkers Raceway general manager. 
“In reviewing account wagering 
service providers, we concluded 
that TVG offered the highest quality 
products and services for customers 
in the New York market. Now that 
the new system has been approved 
by the Racing and Wagering Board, 
we’re anticipating measurable 
growth through this new platform, 
which will benefit both racetracks 
and horsemen.”

YONKERS, NY -- How can we best 
identify and preserve the character 
of our communities?  A conference 
titled Preserving Community 
Character will identify the elements 
of a community that contribute to 
its character and outline techniques 
for enhancing the character and 
preservation of communities. 
   The conference will be held at the 
Yonkers Riverfront Public Library 
on Friday, November 16, from 9 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The conference 
is open to the public and has a $10 
registration fee. 
   Keynote speakers will be Frank 
Sanchis, senior vice president of 
the Municipal Art Society of New 
York and author of American 
Architecture: Westchester County, 
New York, and Stephen Tilly, 
AIA, principal, Stephen Tilly 
Architect. There will be breakout 
sessions on sustainable community 
criteria (LEED for Neighborhood 
Development), gentrification and 
community character, and tools 
to preserve historic character and 
open space. 
   Residents, elected officials, members 
of local historic preservation, land 
use, or planning boards, architects, 

Preserving  
Community Character 

Conference
planners, preservationists, and 
local historians should find the 
conference of particular interest. 
Conference sponsors include the 
Westchester County Department 
of Planning, Westchester County 
Historic Preservation Advisory 
Committee, Westchester County 
Historical Society, Westchester 
Municipal Planning Federation, 
American Planning Association 
New York Metro Chapter, American 
Planning Association Urban Design 
and Preservation Subdivision, and 
American Institute of Architects 
Westchester Mid-Hudson Chapter.   
   To register: make a $10 check 
out to the Westchester County 
Historical Society (WCHS) and 
mail to WCHS, 2199 Saw Mill 
River Road, Elmsford, NY 10523. 

For information call WHCS at 
(914) 592-4323 or e-mail info@

westchesterhistory.com. 
The Yonkers Riverfront Public 
Library is located at 1 Larkin 

Plaza, Yonkers, New York.

Holiday 
Boutique at 

Andrus
on 

Hudson

HASTINGS-ONHUDSON, NY 
-- The Holiday Boutique is an 
annual fair which features hand-
made crafts, specialty items, food 
and indoor plants held at Andrus 
on Hudson. This year, the Holiday 
Boutique will take place on Friday, 
November 16th, and Saturday, 
November 17th, from 10:00 AM to 
4:00 PM
   Vendors may contact Dorota 
Odedina, Director of Community 
Life at (914) 478-3700, ext. 650, or 
by directing email to
 dodedina@andrusonhudson.org.
   Andrus on Hudson is located at 
185 Old Broadway in Hastings-
On-Hudson at the intersection of 
Tompkins Avenue. It is a residential 
facility for seniors, located on 26 
acres overlooking the Hudson 
River in Hastings-On-Hudson, NY. 
The facility offers rehabilitation 
and skilled nursing care.

MAMARONECK, NY -- Sarah 
Neuman Center for Healthcare 
and Rehabilitation recently held 
the annual community tribute 
and dinner to honor those who 
work in the town and village of 
Mamaroneck to improve the quality 
of life for community residents, 
as well as residents and patients 
at the 300-bed nursing home and 
rehabilitation center. This year’s 
event was attended by a wide 
variety of politicians and appointed 
officials, as well as representatives 
of many community groups. 
   This year’s honorees were Susan 
Lurie on behalf of Westchester 
Jewish Center; Mary Lee Berridge 
on behalf of The Summit; Nedra 
Gillette of the Garden Club of 
Larchmont; and  Pat McNevis of the 
Garden Club of Mamaroneck. Paul 
Polivy, chair of the Sarah Neuman 
Board of Trustees, moderated 
the program with Administrator 
Rita Morgan. He explained the 
programs and services provided 
by Sarah Neuman and its parent 

Community Groups Honored at Sarah 
Neuman Dinner

(L to R) Susan Lurie, executive director, Westchester Jewish Center; 
Mary Lee Berridge of The Summit; Nedra Gillette of the Garden Club 
of Larchmont, Paul Polivy, chair, Sarah Neuman Board of Trustees; 

Patricia McNevis of the Garden Club of Mamaroneck and Rita Morgan, 
administrator, Sarah Neuman

organization, The Jewish Home 
and Hospital Lifecare System, 
as well as his own introduction 
to Sarah Neuman through the 
services provided to his wife’s 
grandmother Julia Bober.  Assistant 
Administrator and Director of 

Nursing Greg Poole-Dayan gave 
a brief explanation of the Jewish 
Home’s environmental initiatives 
and invited the community to 
join in the effort to reduce energy 
consumption.  

DOBBS FERRY, NY -- St. 
Christopher’s Inc., the private not-
for-profit children’s agency, will 
host an inspirational talk by José 
Velez, former leader of Chicago’s 
Spanish Cobras gang, at the agency’s 
Kenneth Clark School gymnasium 
on Wednesday, November 7 at 5 
p.m. Mr. Velez will speak with the 
youngsters of St. Christopher’s 
about the dangers of gang life.  
    “Gang culture can be alluring 
to young people,” said Reverend 
Maurice Winley, who recruited 
Velez to speak as part of reverend’s 
Spiritual Life Program at St. 
Christopher’s.  “Gangs can seem 
to provide safety, security and a 
sense of belonging, and too many 
of our youth see gangs as substitute 
for family.  José’s gang experience, 
and his involvement with drugs 
and violence, strip away the false 
glamour of gang life and reveal its 
destructive, anti-social nature.” 

José Velez, Former Leader of The Spanish Cobras, 
Speaks About Hazards of Gang Life

   Reverend Winley’s Spiritual Life 
and Positive Youth Development 
Program is designed to empower 
and prepare students to become 
successful adults. “José’s visit will 
give our youth the chance to talk 
with someone who came out of ‘the 
hood’ and learned the hard way that 
virtue is in building communities, 
not destroying them.  Through José 
they will be able to see that personal 
change is possible, and that real 
fulfillment comes from working as 
part of civil society, not against it.” 
   Mr. Velez joined the Spanish 
Cobras at the age of thirteen. By the 
time he was thirty, Mr. Velez had 
five felony arrests and considered 
Cook County Jail his second home. 
“When I was growing up, not having 
a father around for guidance was 
only part of my problem, “recalled 
Mr. Velez. “The major problem was 
dealing with the street gangs that 
controlled the area where I lived. 

I was bullied, chased and had to 
endure racial slurs. I thought the 
best way to deal with these problems 
was to join a gang. That was the 
wrong decision to make.” After 
countless run-ins with the police, 
watching his friends and family 
members lose their lives to the 
streets, and after being shot in front 
of his own home, Mr. Velez walked 
away from the Cobras, embracing 
a more spiritual life. Since then, he 
has worked with the YMCA, Boys 
and Girls Club of America, New 
Life Covenant’s Gangs to Grace 
Program and Elementz of Life, 
mentoring young people about the 
consequences of being involved in 
street gangs. 
For more information about 
José Velez’s presentation at St. 
Christopher’s, contact Reverend 
Maurice Winley, Spiritual Life 
Coordinator at 914-693-3030, Ext. 
2310.
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Community • In Memoriam

  The Planning Board meeting on 
October 30, 2007, in New Rochelle 
pitted neighbors against the 
Walgreen Drug Store organization.  
The architect, Mark Stettler, 
presented the plan which needs 
site plan approval.  The Thruway 
Diner would be taken down to 
make way for this drug store 
on Main Street.  Stettler stated 
the building plan met all zoning 
requirements.  A 9,500 square foot 
building containing 7,200 square 
feet on the first floor, and 2,300 
square feet on the second floor 
for storage and office space would 
replace the 7,000 square foot single 
story diner.  While there are now 
88 parking spaces, the new plan 
calls for 52 spaces.  Additionally, 
a satellite dish antenna for sharing 
business information that Stettler 
said “won’t significantly protrude” 
would be placed above the 
building.
   Questions about the front door 
came from Planning Board 
Chairman, Anthony Carbone, 
who asked where it was in the 
plan because of needed pedestrian 
access.  The answer was it was at 

Over 4,000 Sign Against Walgreens 
Replacing the New Rochelle Thruway 

Diner    
By Peggy Godfrey

the end of the building near Main 
Street, facing the parking lot. Among 
other questions from the Planning 
Board members were a few about 
the masonry around the building, 
the traffic study, and unloading of 
a fifty foot trailer truck for supplies 
which sparked discussion on the 
scheduling of deliveries.  Carbone 
expressed concern that a fifty foot 
truck would have to make a right 
turn and go through an already 
congested Main Street to get back 
on I-95.  
   Elaine Waltz, President of the 
South End Civic League, the first 
speaker at the public hearing, 
claimed neighbors in that area had 
asked for a sidewalk on Russell 
Avenue, but none was shown on the 
plan.  She emphasized the 4,000 

signatures against this plan.  Dan 
Telesco, owner of Modern Pizzeria 
on Russell Avenue, claimed 
taxes had just gone up.  He said 
this new proposal would make 
it impossible to see anything on 
Russell Avenue.  He also disputed 
that a fifty foot truck could make a 
swing onto Main Street from their 
driveway.  The garbage would be 
five feet away from the residents 
and he wanted to know how this 
would help the neighborhood.  Joe 
McDonald brought up that a Duane 
Reade on the Boston Post Road in 
Larchmont had failed.  One of the 
petition signers said he would never 
enter this store.
   Phyllis Ross, Planning Board 
member, sympathized with the 
neighbors claiming she “would love 
to see the Thruway Diner remain,” 
adding that the Walgreens plan is a 
permitted use of the property.  
   No action was taken by the 
Planning Board.  Carbone asked 
the principals to bring answers to 
the questions raised about the plan 
to the next meeting.

Fallen Firefighters Memorial Service in Valhalla, NY 
Honors Briarcliff Manor Fire Department’s Former Chief Joseph Piazzi

The Briarcliff Manor Fire Department, members, joined by numerous other local fire departments (not shown), paid tribute to fallen colleague and friend,  
former Chief Joseph Piazzi. Piazzi’s family (seated) was joined by firefighters and friends as D.E.S. Commissioner Anthony Sutton,  
Former Chief and host, Joseph Iantorno, Jr., and Public Safety Commissioner William Burton spoke. Photo courtesy of Tom Bock.

important as defending this nation. 
For many veterans, it was important 
enough to endure long separations 
from their families, miss the births 
of their children, freeze in sub-
zero temperatures, bake in wild 
jungles, lose limbs, and, far too 
often, lose their lives. Sadly, their 
deeds are frequently unappreciated. 
   In an essay early this year, Army 
Sergeant Eddie Jeffers wrote, 
“Even thousands of miles away, in 
Ramadi, Iraq, the cries and screams 
and complaints of the ungrateful 
reach me. In a year, I will be thrust 
back into society from a life and 
mentality that doesn’t fit your 
average man. And then, I will 
be alone. And then, I will walk 
down the streets of America, and 
see the yellow ribbon stickers on 
the cars of the same people who 
compare our President to Hitler.” 
   Unfortunately, Sergeant Jeffers 
won’t get to walk down the streets 

of America in a year. On Sept. 19th, 
he was killed in Iraq.  He was 23. 
   This brave hero is not the 
only veteran who has heard 
the screams and complaints of 
the ungrateful. When Congress 
refuses to pass mandatory funding 
for VA health care, veterans are 
disrespected.  When heroes are 
denied access to VA facilities, 
veterans are disrespected. When 
schools tell the military to keep 
its recruiters away, veterans are 
disrespected. When a wartime Army 
general is called a traitor, veterans 
are disrespected. When military 
and veterans funding bills are held 
up because of political squabbling, 
veterans are disrespected. 
   Fortunately, when a soldier 
walks into an American Legion 
post, he is given the thanks of 
a grateful organization.  If we 
put soldiers in boots, and we put 
those boots in harm’s way, The 
American Legion family knows it 

must support them in every way. 
   Not only must we support the 
veteran but we must also support 
their families, as we demonstrate 
through The American Legion 
Legacy Fund, which provides 
scholarships to the children of 
heroes like Sgt. Eddie Jeffers.  We 
also show our support through 
the Family Support Network, 
Temporary Financial Assistance 
and the National Emergency 
Fund, just to name a few. We 
welcome home our wounded 
servicemembers with our Heroes to 
Hometowns program, which eases 
their transition to civilian society. 
   We are committed to finding good 
jobs for Sgt. Jeffer’s comrades 
by hosting career fairs and urging 
Congress to maintain a strong 
veterans preference program for 
federal employment. Companies 
understand that it’s smart business 
to hire veterans, and when members 
of the Guard and Reserves deploy, it 

is America’s business to ensure that 
their civilian careers do not suffer. 
   We must not forget the unique 
needs of women veterans. Women 
are major contributors to our military 
presence in Iraq and Afghanistan 
and many have given their lives 
in the War on Terror. VA must be 
prepared to adequately treat the 
special needs of our female veterans. 
   It is tragic that the men and women 
who allow us to be safe in our homes 
are often without homes themselves 
when they shed their uniforms.  An 
estimated 23 percent of America’s 
homeless are veterans. Of these 
homeless Americans, 89 percent 
were honorably discharged and 47 
percent served during the Vietnam 
War. Too often today’s tattered 
citizen of the street was yesterday’s 
toast-of-the-town in a crisp uniform 
with rows of shining medals. 
   But all is not grim. When 
my predecessor, Past National 
Commander Paul Morin, asked 

A Grateful Nation Remembers
Americans to donate $50,000 so 
wounded warriors at Landstuhl 
Regional Medical Center in 
Germany could receive comfort 
items, The American Legion family 
and its friends responded in a big 
way - raising more than $300,000 
for these heroes. Moreover, the 
quality of health care provided at 
most VA centers is consistently 
rated among the best in the world. 
Communities across our great 
country have recognized the value 
of military service, honoring heroes 
and their families with Blue Star 
salutes. And the American GI 
consistently tops public opinion 
polls and surveys as the most 
respected person in America. 
   Just as Colonel Mucci said, 
“Nothing in our lives will ever be 
this important” - likewise, nothing 
on a person’s lifetime resume¢ 
should trump past military service. 
   Pride in ones’ military service is a 
bond shared by nearly all who have 

served. This pride is on display on 
every obituary page in the country, 
where military service - regardless of 
how many decades have passed and 
subsequent achievements reached - 
is mentioned with the death notice 
of nearly every deceased veteran. 
   Although the successful 
businessman may have closed 
multi-million dollar deals and raised 
a wonderful family, what single 
accomplishment tops the decisive 
actions he took during the siege 
of Khe Sanh which saved the lives 
of several of his fellow Marines? 
   Fewer than 10 percent of Americans 
can claim the title “veteran.” And 
while Veterans Day is Nov. 11, we 
should thank our veterans everyday. 
It’s the least a grateful nation can do. 
 

Marty Conatser of Champaign, 
Ilinois, is national commander of 
the 2.7 million-member American 

Legion, the nation’s largest 
wartime veterans organization.

time I return from being overseas, 
I can taste, smell, and feel this 
spirit that permeates this country.   
America isn’t perfect but we are 
free.  Veterans understand that and 
appreciate that more than anyone.  
We have seen those who have lived 
under oppression and through years 
of war.  We want more than anything 
for those nations to embrace the 
freedoms we enjoy and to breathe 
the air of liberty.   
   I am a servant leader.  There 
is no greater honor than to lead 
Soldiers.  I tried to always practice 
servant leadership embodied in the 
life of Jesus.  Veterans don’t have 
the corner on servant leadership, 

On Being a Veteran
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From Page 1

but those who have served in 
the military have experienced it 
throughout their time in service.  We 
serve each other and we serve our 
unit.  When I assumed command of 
the 181st Chemical Company, I told 
my wife that we had just added 120 
members to our family.  We rejoiced 
in births, we fought for the cause of 
the Soldiers’ families; we cared for 
those in need.  I didn’t … WE, the 
unit, did.  On February 16th, 2005, I 
had the honor to be assigned one of 
the most sacred missions a Soldier 
can have.  It was on this day that I 
was appointed casualty assistance 
officer for the Arciola family.  Their 
son and brother, Specialist Michael 

Arciola, was killed the day before 
in Iraq.  It was on this day that I was 
serving a Soldier who had given his 
life in service to our Nation.  That 
experience will forever shape who 
I am as a Soldier and as a person. I 
saw strength and commitment from 
a family that I will always admire.  
I saw Elmsford, NY, mourn the 
death of one of their sons as though 
Michael were related to them all.  I 
saw veterans – many, many veterans 
– who joined me in ensuring a fallen 
comrade had fitting tribute.  I was 
humbled by their dedication and 
presence. They came because they 
wanted to serve a fellow Soldier.  

Specialist Michael Arciola was and 
will always be our brother.  Those 
bonds of brotherhood and service to 
our own bind us veterans together.    
   I am a husband and father.  The 
importance of the family of a service 
member cannot be overstated.  
While to many of us our service 
is a calling, our families bear the 
brunt of separation and the burden 
of carrying on while we are gone.  
I applaud the service those families 
provide to our Nation and it is just 
as selfless and just as important.  
It is through their strength that we 
are strengthened and are able to 
continue our mission.  Those who 
have lost loved ones in service 
should be revered.  We owe all of 
them a debt that cannot be repaid 
– but we must always try.   
   As you can see, I don’t have an 
easy answer to the question on being 
a veteran.  Ultimately, it is having 
the privilege to serve with some of 
the most talented, dedicated, and 
genuinely good people that our 

nation has.  Being a 
veteran means being 
a member of a family 
that shares the bond of 
common experience.  
Being a veteran means 
being in the ranks 
of a formation that 
began with the birth 
of our nation and will 
continue long after 
we’re gone.  Most of 
all, being a veteran 
means loving America 
and all that she is and 
knowing you played a 
small part in serving 
the greatest nation on 
Earth.  Lastly, I wish 
to thank all of you 
veterans both past 
and present.  I am 
honored to be among 
your ranks.  I also urge 
all who read this to 
reach out to veterans 
you know this Veteran’s Day and  

sincerely thank them for  
their service.  
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MAMARONECK, NY -- The 
tenth annual Stein Lecture on 
Alzheimer’s disease, offering 
continuing education credits 
for physicians, social workers 
and administrators, will be held 
November 13, from 3:30 to 5 p.m., 
in the Tisch Auditorium at Sarah 
Neuman Center for Healthcare and 
Rehabilitation, 845 Palmer Avenue, 
Mamaroneck. Admission is free. 
There is no charge for continuing 
education credits.
   Panelists and topics include: 
Pasquale Fonzetti, M.D., clinical 
assistant professor of neurology, 
Cornell University, Weill Medical 
College, Burke Rehabilitation 
Hospital, “Progressive Stages of 
Alzheimer’s Disease/Dementia;”  
Della Frazier-Rios, RN, MS, 
Alzheimer’s Association,  
“Understanding and Coping With 
Behavioral Symptoms of AD;” and 
Eileen Chichin, PhD, co-director, 

Tenth Annual Stein Lecture on 
Alzheimer’s Disease

At Sarah Neuman Center for Healthcare and Rehabilitation

Panelist Eileen Chichen

G r e e n b e r g 
Center on 
Ethics, The 
Jewish Home 
and Hospital 
L i f e c a r e 
S y s t e m , 
“ P a l l i a t i v e 
Care and 
Ethical Issues.”
   The free 
lecture is 
funded by the 
Marion Stein 
E n d o w m e n t 
Fund for 
S p e c i a l i z e d 
T r a i n i n g , 
Services and Programs for Residents 
with Alzheimer’s Disease.  The 
endowment was established with a 
major gift from the late Mrs. Alfred 
Slaner as a tribute to the late Marion 
Stein, a dedicated long-standing 
member of the Board of Trustees 

at Sarah Neuman, the Westchester 
Division of The Jewish Home and 
Hospital Lifecare System.
For reservations or additional 
information, please call (914) 864-
5690.

Cuisine • Health • People • Travel

MOUNTAINVILLE, NY -- 
Daniel A. Vellone, M.S., P.G. was 
selected as the national recipient 
of the Association of Engineering 
Geologist’s Douglas R. Piteau 
Outstanding Young Member Award 
for 2007. The award is presented 
to an outstanding member of the 
Association who is below the age 
of 35 who has excelled in technical 
accomplishments, service to the 
Association and/or service to the 
engineering geology profession. 
The award consisted of an engraved 
plaque, which was conferred at a 
ceremony on September 29, 2007 
in Los Angeles, California.
   In addition, Mr. Vellone 
presented two papers during the 
technical session on rock mass 

Daniel Vellone of Tectonic Engineering 
Receives Prestigious Award

Recipient of Douglas R. Piteau Outstanding Young Member Award

characterization: a case study of the 
remediation and stabilization of a 
December 2005 rock slope failure in 
Pelham, NY; and characterization of 
the engineering properties of New 

York City rocks using a Schmidt 
rebound hammer.
   Mr. Vellone is a geotechnical 
engineer/senior engineering 
geologist at the corporate 
headquarters of Tectonic 
Engineering & Surveying 
Consultants P.C., in Mountainville, 
NY. Mr. Vellone is additionally an 
Adjunct Instructor in the Department 
of Civil and Environmental 
Engineering at Manhattan College 
in Riverdale, NY.
   Mark Stier, P.E., Director 
of Geotechnical and Construction 
Inspection Services for Tectonic 
added, “We are proud of Dan and 
this great honor he has received, and 
are pleased to recognize his personal 
and professional accomplishment.”

WASHINGTON, DC -- Westport 
resident Leonard Russ, Managing 
Partner and Administrator of 
Bayberry Care Center in New 
Rochelle, NY, was elected as an 
at-large representative to the Board 
of Governors of the American 
Health Care Association (AHCA), 
the nation’s largest association of 
professional long term health care 
providers.  The election of the 
Board of Governors was conducted 
at AHCA’s 58th Annual Convention 
and Exposition, held October 7-10, 
2007. 
   Russ has more than two decades 
of leadership experience in long-
term care.  He also previously 

Russ Elected to AHCA National Board

served as Chair of the New York 
State Health Facilities Association 
(NYSHFA) and served on AHCA’s 

Governance Reform Taskforce. 
Russ has delivered testimony on a 
broad range of health care issues to 
members of Congress and the New 
York State Legislature.  He has also 
met personally met with key House 
and Senate leaders to advance 
AHCA’s quality agenda.
    Russ stated, “I am eager to 
continue to serve on the Board of 
Governors and to promote AHCA’s 
quality agenda to ensure that our 
nation’s frail and elderly receive the 
utmost services and ensure that they 
have the highest quality of care and 
the highest quality of life.” 

OSSINING, NY -- Hudson 
Fusion, an integrated marketing 
firm, recently welcomed Linda 
Feaster to their team as Vice 
President, Client Services Director.  
   Feaster, who resides in Hastings-
on-Hudson, will be the strategic 
account lead on a variety of 
Hudson Fusion business-to-
business and consumer brands. 
   In her more than 20 years of 
experience in marketing and 
advertising, Feaster has been 
responsible for the strategic 
development of branding and 
identity, interactive, print, 
radio, television, direct mail, 
collateral, trade shows and events 
across a wide variety of clients. 
   “We are thrilled to welcome 
Linda to our dynamic team,” said 
Kelley Briggs, Hudson Fusion’s 
Executive Creative Director. “Her 
extensive experience and ability 
to implement strategy that delivers 
results will be of great benefit 
to our company and clients.” 

Linda Feaster Joins Hudson Fusion as 
Vice President, Client Services Director

   Feaster’s agency experience 
includes several senior-level 
positions at top agencies including: 
BBDO; Saatchi & Saatchi; 
Jordan, McGrath, Case, & Taylor; 
and Ammirati Puris Lintas. 
   In the business-to-business arena, 
Feaster has worked with such 
clients as IBM, Compaq Computer 
Corporation, New York Life, Fortent 
and Hewitt Associates. On the 
consumer marketing side, she has 
worked with SmithKline Beecham, 

Dell Computer Corporation, 
Volvo, Philips USA, Seagram’s, 
Okidata, First USA, Juno 
Online Services and Beiersdorf. 
   Feaster is a graduate of Skidmore 
College where she was a three-time 
recipient of the Walter & Frieda Storm 
Art Scholarship. She is a working 
artist and Grand Prize winner of 
the 2000 Class Show at the Art 
Students League in New York City. 
   Hudson Fusion is located at 
30 State Street in Ossining. 
For more information, call 
914.762.0900 or visit them online 
at www.hudsonfusion.com. 
   Hudson Fusion takes a synergistic 
approach to its clients’ sales, 
marketing and business growth 
goals. They offer a full spectrum 
of marketing services including 
strategic planning, brand and 
corporate identity, website design, 
print collateral, search engine 
optimization, direct marketing and 
advertising. 

COLUMBUS, OH -- Skybus 
Airlines will bring its now-famous 
10 seats for $10* and outrageously 
low fares to the New York area 
when it launches nonstop service 
to Stewart International Airport 
from Columbus on Jan. 6 and from 
its second base in Greensboro/
Winston-Salem/High Point, NC on 
Feb. 25. 
    Tickets for the New York/Stewart 
service are now on sale exclusively 
at www.skybus.com. Skybus will 
offer two daily flights from both of 
its bases to Stewart.
   Stewart International Airport is 
located just outside Newburgh, 
NY in the Hudson Valley, 55 miles 
north of New York City. Situated 
at the intersection of Interstate 
Routes 87 and 84, it provides easy 
auto access and convenient public 
transportation to New York City 
and the entire Hudson Valley.
   The announcement was made by 
New York Governor Eliot Spitzer 
at a ceremony marking the Port 
Authority of New York and New 
Jersey’s takeover of operations at 
Stewart.
   “Stewart International Airport is 
a growing factor in the New York 
metropolitan area transportation 
picture,” said Bill Diffenderffer, 

Skybus to Bring Its Outrageously Low 
Fares to Stewart International

Tickets on Sale Now; 10 Seats for $10* On Every Flight 
Nonstop Service to Colombus and Greensboro

Skybus CEO. “Passenger traffic 
through Stewart is expected to 
triple in 2007 compared with 2006, 
and the takeover of the Airport by 
the Port Authority of New York and 
New Jersey will only accelerate 
Stewart’s importance as a regional 
airport.
   “We think our service from 
Columbus and from Piedmont 
Triad International Airport will 
contribute to that growth and give 
Skybus customers an exciting new 
destination.
“We know travelers are looking for 
really low fares and nonstop flights, 
and we believe our pricing structure 
will not only attract current flyers, 
but open up the market to many 
others who now find air travel simply 

too expensive,” Diffenderffer said. 
“Our strategy is to ‘decomplexify’ 
airline operations in ways that keep 
costs down while making flying as 
simple and convenient as possible 
for passengers.”
   Skybus’ pricing structure is 
designed to offer passengers the 
lowest fares available, and then 
allow them to choose as many 
or as few add-ons as they like. 
Passengers have the option to check 
baggage, obtain priority boarding, 
and purchase a wide range of food 
and beverages and gift items on 
board their flight. All fares are also 
subject to fees and taxes applied 
to all airline tickets by the federal 
government and local airports.
   The Skybus web site at www.
skybus.com offers customers the 
ability to easily find the lowest 
fare available. Rather than being 
forced to search for flights on one 
given day, a unique “fare calendar” 

shows at a glance the lowest 
fare available for an entire 
month, allowing them to 
shop for a fare that suits their 
budget.
Skybus is able to keep its 
fares significantly below its 
competitors’ fares by:

• Using state-of-the-art 
technology to ensure high 
productivity.
• Minimizing the time its 
aircraft are parked at gates 
or spending time taxiing on 

runways by using only highly 
efficient airports.
• Flying all Airbus A319 full-size 
jets, one of the most fuel-efficient 
aircraft in commercial service.
• Providing customers with an 
informative, easy-to-navigate 
web site that allows them to 
make and change reservations, 
rent cars, reserve hotel and resort 
accommodations, and purchase 
admission to popular attractions 
without the need for an expensive 
call center.
• Maximizing revenue through a 
variety of ways including offering 
advertisers space on both the inside 
and outside of Skybus’ fleet. In 
April, Nationwide Insurance of 
Columbus unveiled the first of 
Skybus’ “co-branded” aircraft.
 * Does not include taxes and fees 
of up to $7.90, and Sept. 11 Security 
Fee of $2.50

   Autumn in the Ozarks is a 
magical time of year. The scenery 
is beautiful, but when the air starts 
to cool, I begin looking forward 
to Thanksgiving. We’re lucky 
that a lot of our family still lives 
close by. But even the ones who 
don’t manage to make it home for 
the holiday. Thanksgiving times 
in the Wood house means lots of 
hungry family ready to feast on 
the traditional home cooking that 
has been a part of our festivities 
for as long as I can remember. 
   This pecan pie recipe has been 
a staple of Thanksgiving dinners 
forever. Though I can’t quite 
remember where I got this recipe, 
it is very good. There’s lots of 
ways to make a great pecan pie, 
but this one if my favorite, if 
for no other reason, because it 
always makes me think of having 
a house full of family and friends. 

SOUTHERN PECAN PIE 
1 cup sugar 
1 cup light corn syrup 
3 eggs 
¼ teaspoon salt 
1 tablespoon melted butter 
3 tablespoons corn meal 
1 teaspoon vanilla 
1 cup finely chopped pecans 
1 9-inch unbaked pie crust 
   Place sugar, syrup, salt and eggs 
in a mixing bowl and mix well. 
Add the cornmeal, butter and 

In the Kitchen with Nina

vanilla then mix again. 
   Place pecan meats in the piecrust 
and pour the mixture over the 
pecans. 
   Bake at 350 degrees for about 
one hour. Pie is done when 
toothpick comes out clean. Pie 
should be light brown in color. 
   
Nina Wood has compiled some her 
own favorite recipes and recipes 

from family and friends in a 
cookbook entitled Nina’s Favorite 
Recipes. Copies of the book are 
available for $9.95 plus $2.50 

shipping. To order, call the Forrest 
L. Wood Outdoor Sports Gallery at 

(870) 453-3210.

http://www.hudsonfusion.com/
http://www.skybus.com/
http://www.skybus.com/
http://www.skybus.com/
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Yonkers, New York

7$
Right Here  Right Now

Billion
in Development

Come Grow With Us
Did you know that $7 billion in development proj-

ects are happening right here, right now in Yonkers? 

The City of Yonkers features some of the broadest 

urban redevelopment plans in the New York Metro 

Area and is on the cutting edge of commercial, em-

ployment and investment opportunities for busi-

nesses just like yours. These exciting opportunities 

have been made possible by the Yonkers IDA.

We’re Here To Help
We offer qualified projects financial incentives in the 

form of sales and mortgage tax exemptions, real 

property tax abatments and tax exempt bonds.

Make Yonkers Your Next Stop
Call Ellen Lynch today!

470 Nepperhan Avenue, Suite 200
Yonkers, NY 10701

Phone (914) 509-8651
Fax (914) 509-8650

info@YonkersIDA.com

Mayor Phil Amicone, Chairman
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