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Washington, DC
 
Madam Speaker, 
Mr. President, 
Ladies and Gentlemen of the 
United States Congress, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
   The state of our friendship and our 
alliance is strong.  Friendship, first 
and foremost, means being true to 
one’s friends. Since the United States 
first appeared on the world scene, 
the loyalty between the French and 
American people has never failed. 
And far from being weakened by the 
vicissitudes of history, it has never 
ceased growing stronger.  Friends 
may have differences; they may 
have disagreements; they may have 
disputes. But in times of difficulty, 
in times of hardship, friends 
stand together, side by side; they 
support each other; and help one 
another. 
   In times of difficulty, in times 
of hardship, America and France 
have always stood side by side, 
supported one another, helped one 
another, fought for each other’s 
freedom. The United States and 
France remain true to the memory 
of their common history, true to 
the blood spilled by their children 
in common battles. But they are 
not true merely to the memory of 
what they accomplished together 
in the past. They remain true, first 
and foremost, to the same ideal, the 
same principles, the same values 
that have always united them. 
   The deliberations of your Congress 

Speech by Mr. Nicolas Sarkozy, 
President of the French Republic before 

the Congress of the  
United States of America

are conducted under the double 
gaze of Washington and Lafayette. 
Lafayette, whose 250th birthday we 
are celebrating this year and who 
was the first foreign dignitary, in 
1824, to address a joint session of 
Congress. What was it that brought 
these two men, so far apart in age 
and background, together, if not 
their faith in common values, the 
heritage of the Enlightenment, the 
same love for freedom and justice? 
Upon first meeting Washington, 
Lafayette told him: “I have come 
here to learn, not to teach.” It was 
this new spirit and youth of the Old 
World seeking out the wisdom of 
the New World that opened a new 
era for all of humanity. 
   From the very beginning, the 
American dream meant putting 

into practice the dreams of the Old 
World. From the very beginning, 
the American dream meant proving 
to all mankind that freedom, justice, 
human rights and democracy were 
no utopia but were rather the most 
realistic policy there is and the most 
likely to improve the fate of each 
and every person. 
   America did not tell the millions 
of men and women who came from 
every country in the world and who, 
with their hands, their intelligence 
and their heart, built the greatest 
nation in the world: “Come, and 
everything will be given to you.” 
She said: “Come, and the only limits 
to what you’ll be able to achieve 
will be your own courage and your 
own talent.” America embodies this 

   Festive dinners, receptions, 
concerts, theatre and yes, the 
dreaded office party.  You’ve waited 
all year to break out those flashing 
Christmas tree earrings, so ready, 
set: Glow! 
   Two designs from Carolina 
Herrera’s Winter/Holiday season 
are stand-outs.  The designer has 
used an Edvard Munch painting 
to inspire her palette.  She offers a 
dress of shiny silver fabric stopping 
just short of the knee, the neckline a 
large key-hole that dips almost to the 
waist.  It is paired with this season’s 
“must-wear”- black tights. Another, 
a sweetheart strapless number, 
bell skirted, the fabric streaked 
boldly with black, champagne and 
red.  The full skirt features deep 
patch pockets encrusted with shiny 
colored stones and worn with, you 
guessed it, black tights. Knee-high 
black leather boots complete the 
look. 
   Think luxe and thoughts 
inevitably turn to Bottega Veneta. 
Tomas Maier defines true style 
this way: “Clothes are a means 
of expression, not an end in 

“Sparkle Plenty”
Get Ready to Shine for the Holidays

By Barbara Barton Sloane

themselves.” Amen.  What he offers 
up are fashions for the woman who 
looks like a woman: curvaceous, in  
dividualistic and beautifully grown 
up.  His holiday look: a stunning 
black column topped with flesh-
colored crepe chiffon.  Also, a girly 
yet sophisticated black dress, short, 
cap-sleeved, with five layers of 
chiffon comprising the skirt, striking 
just the right note for a festive party 
and making a powerful statement 
in just one word: Fabulous!  For 
sheer, icy coolness, there’s a white 
satin design, full skirt stopping at 
the knee, the neckline a voluminous 
cowl, and the sleeves cut at ¾, full 
and floaty. 
   Luca Orlandi of Luca Luca likes 
glitz, from filling his fashion show’s 
front row with the likes of Carmen 
Electra, Petra Nemcova and Amber 
Tamblyn to his Winter/Holiday 
collection which is chock-full of 
metallica.  He worked glitz again 
and again in all manner of sequins, 
Lurex and iridescent silk. Orlandi 
shows a pretty white sequined top 

Teal blue velvet gown by designer Marc Jacobs.

PHCL founders (L to R) Dave and Evelyn McCabe, Kate and Dan Ronan, Mickie Fosina, and Tom and Theresa 
Leghorn with a longtime supporter, Yankee great Mariano Rivera, at the Huguenot Children’s Library 10th An-

niversary Gala. Photo courtesy of Joe Vericker of Photo Bureau.

Mariano Rivera Helps Huguenot 
Children’s Library Celebrate  

10th Anniversary 
 Gala Raises $80,000 for the “Little Library by the Lake”

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- Yankee 
great Mariano Rivera was on hand 
as The Partnership for the Huguenot 
Children’s Library (PHCL) 
celebrated its 10th anniversary 
with a gala birthday bash at The 

Fountainhead in New Rochelle 
on November 3rd.  The evening 
featured dining and dancing to the 
music of Alive and Kickin’ plus 
a benefit Auction conducted by 
Westchester County Clerk Tim 

Idoni and PHCL member Catherine 
White. The high point came in lively 
bidding for Rivera’s pinstriped #42 
jersey, which he autographed on 
the spot for winning bidder Dave 

Re-elected Mayor Phil Amicone

Computer
Gamimg
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On the 
Level 

with Hezi Aris on 
WVOX-1460  

AM Radio
NEW ROCHELLE, NY – Listen 
to the On the Level with Hezi Aris 
call-in program on WVOX-1460 
AM radio this and every Tuesday. 
The show is heard live by way of 
streaming audio technology on your 
computer, from 10:00 am through 
11:00 am. 
   For those who can’t get enough 
radio, consider listening to Hezi 
Aris this Thursday, November 15th, 
at 8:30 am, as he discusses events 
impacting Westchester politics 
with Bob Marrone, host of Good 
Morning, Westchester. Join Bob 
Marrone every day from 6:00 am 
through 9:00 am during your daily 
commute from Monday through 
Friday.
   The call-in talk show format 
invites your perspective; share your 
thoughts. Call us at 914-636-0110. 
Those who call are asked to please 
stay on topic.

extraordinary ability to grant each 
and every person a second chance. 
   Here, both the humblest and 
most illustrious citizens alike know 
that nothing is owed to them and 
that everything has to be earned. 
That’s what constitutes the moral 
value of America. America did not 
teach men the idea of freedom; 
she taught them how to practice it. 
And she fought for this freedom 
whenever she felt it to be threatened 
somewhere in the world. It was 
by watching America grow that 
men and women understood that 
freedom was possible. What made 
America great was her ability to 
transform her own dream into hope 
for all mankind. 
   Ladies and Gentlemen, The men 
and women of my generation heard 
their grandparents talk about how 
in 1917, America saved France at a 
time when it had reached the final 
limits of its strength, which it had 
exhausted in the most absurd and 
bloodiest of wars. 
   The men and women of my 
generation heard their parents 
talk about how in 1944, America 
returned to free Europe from the 
horrifying tyranny that threatened 
to enslave it. 
   Fathers took their sons to see 
the vast cemeteries where, under 
thousands of white crosses so far 
from home, thousands of young 
American soldiers lay who had 
fallen not to defend their own 
freedom but the freedom of all 
others, not to defend their own 
families, their own homeland, but 
to defend humanity as a whole. 
   Fathers took their sons to the 
beaches where the young men of 
America had so heroically landed. 
They read them the admirable letters 
of farewell that those 20-year-old 
soldiers had written to their families 
before the battle to tell them: “We 
don’t consider ourselves heroes. 
We want this war to be over. But 
however much dread we may feel, 
you can count on us.” Before they 
landed, Eisenhower told them: “The 
eyes of the world are upon you. The 
hopes and prayers of liberty-loving 
people everywhere march with 
you.” 
   And as they listened to their fathers, 
watched movies, read history books 
and the letters of soldiers who 
died on the beaches of Normandy 
and Provence, as they visited the 
cemeteries where the star-spangled 
banner flies, the children of my 
generation understood that these 
young Americans, 20 years old, were 
true heroes to whom they owed the 
fact that they were free people and  
not slaves. France will never forget 
the sacrifice of your children. 
   To those 20-year-old heroes who 
gave us everything, to the families 
of those who never returned,  to 
the children who mourned fathers 
they barely got a chance to know, 
I want to express France’s eternal 
gratitude.
   On behalf of my generation, which 
did not experience war but knows 
how much it owes to their courage 
and their sacrifice; on behalf of our 
children, who must never forget; 
to all the veterans who are here 
today and, notably the seven I had 
the honor to decorate yesterday 
evening, one of whom, Senator 
Inouye, belongs to your Congress, 

Speech by Mr. Nicolas Sarkozy, President of the 
French Republic before the Congress of the  

United States of America
I want to express the deep, sincere 
gratitude of the French people. I 
want to tell you that whenever an 
American soldier falls somewhere 
in the world, I think of what the 
American army did for France. I 
think of them and I am sad, as one 
is sad to lose a member of one’s 
family. 
   Ladies and Gentlemen, The 
men and women of my generation 
remember the Marshall Plan that 
allowed their fathers to rebuild a 
devastated Europe. They remember 
the Cold War, during which America 
again stood as  the bulwark of the 
Free World against the threat of 
new tyranny. 
   I remember the Berlin crisis and 
Kennedy who unhesitatingly risked 
engaging the United States in the 
most destructive of wars so that 
Europe could preserve the freedom 
for which the American people had 
already sacrificed so much. No one 
has the right to forget. Forgetting, 
for a person of my generation, 
would be tantamount to self-denial. 
   But my generation did not love 
America only because she had 
defended freedom. We also loved 
he because for us, she embodied 
what was most audacious about 
the human adventure; for us, she 
embodied the spirit of conquest. 
We loved America because for us, 
America was a new frontier that 
was continuously pushed back, a 
constantly renewed challenge to the 
inventiveness of the human spirit. 
   My generation shared all the 
American dreams. Our imaginations 
were fueled by the winning of the 
West and Hollywood. By 
Elvis Presley, Duke Ellington, 
Hemingway. By John Wayne, 
Charlton Heston,
Marilyn Monroe, Rita Hayworth. 
And by Armstrong, Aldrin and 
Collins, fulfilling mankind’s oldest 
dream. 
   What was so extraordinary for 
us was that through her literature, 
her cinema and her music, America 
always seemed to emerge from 
adversity even greater and stronger; 
that instead of causing America to 
doubt herself, such ordeals only 
strengthened her belief in her 
values. 
   What makes America strong is the 
strength of this ideal that is shared 
by all Americans and by all those 
who love her because they love 
freedom. 
   America’s strength is not only 
a material strength, it is first and 
foremost a spiritual and moral 
strength. No one expressed this 
better than a black pastor who 
asked just one thing of America: 
that she be true to the ideal in whose 
name he, the grandson of a slave, 
felt so deeply American. His name 
was Martin Luther King. He made 
America a universal role model. 
   The world still remembers his 
words, words of love, dignity and 
justice. America heard those words 
and America changed. And the 
men and women who had doubted 
America because they no longer 
recognized her began loving her 
again. Fundamentally, what are 
those who love America asking of 
her, if not to remain forever true to 
her founding values? 
   Ladies and Gentlemen, Today 
as in the past, as we stand at the 

beginning of the 21st century, it 
is together that we must fight to 
defend and promote the values and 
ideals of freedom and democracy 
that men such as Washington and 
Lafayette invented together. 
   Together we must fight against 
terrorism. On September 11, 2001, 
all of France, petrified with horror, 
rallied to the side of the American 
people. The front-page headline 
of one of our major dailies read: 
“We are all American.” And on that 
day, when you were mourning for 
so many dead, never had America 
appeared to us as so great, so 
dignified, so strong. The terrorists 
had thought they would weaken 
you. They made you greater. The 
entire world felt admiration for the 
courage of the American people. 
And from day one, France decided 
to participate shoulder to shoulder 
with you in the war in Afghanistan. 
Let me tell you solemnly today: 
France will remain engaged in 
Afghanistan as long as it takes, 
because what’s at stake in that 
country is the future of our values 
and that of the Atlantic Alliance. 
For me, failure is not an option. 
Terrorism will not win because 
democracies are not weak, because 
we are not afraid of this barbarism. 
America can count on France. 
   Together we must fight 
against proliferation. Success in 
Libya and progress under way 
in North Korea shows that nuclear 
proliferation is not inevitable. Let 
me say it here before all of you: 
The prospect of an Iran armed with 
nuclear weapons is unacceptable. 
The Iranian people is a great 
people. It deserves better than the 
increased sanctions and growing 
isolation to which its leaders 
condemn it. Iran must be convinced 
to choose cooperation, dialogue and 
openness. No one must doubt our 
determination. 
   Together we must help the people 
of the Middle East find the path of 
peace and security. To the Israeli 
and Palestinian leaders I say this: 
Don’t hesitate! Risk peace! And do 
it now! The status quo hides even 
greater dangers: that of delivering 
Palestinian society as a whole to 
the extremists that contest Israel’s 
existence; that of playing into 
the hands of radical regimes that 
are exploiting the deadlock in the 
conflict to destabilize the region; 
that of fueling the propaganda of 
terrorists who want to set Islam 
against the West. France wants 
security for Israel and a State for 
the Palestinians. 
   Together we must help the 
Lebanese people affirm their 
independence, their sovereignty, 
their freedom, their democracy. 
What Lebanon needs today is a 
broad-based president elected 
according to the established 
schedule and in strict respect of the 
Constitution. France stands engaged 
alongside all the Lebanese. It will 
not accept attempts to subjugate the 
Lebanese people. 
   Ladies and Gentlemen, America 
feels it has the vocation to inspire 
the world. Because she is the most 
powerful country in the world. 
Because, for more than two centuries, 
she has striven to uphold the ideals 
of democracy and freedom. But this 
stated responsibility comes with 

duties, the first of which is setting 
an example. 
   Those who love this nation 
which, more than any other, has 
demonstrated the virtues of free 
enterprise expect America to be 
the first to denounce the abuses and 
excesses of a financial capitalism that 
sets too great a store on speculation. 
They expect her to commit fully to 
the establishment of the necessary 
rules and safeguards. The America 
I love is the one that encourages 
entrepreneurs, not speculators. 
   Those who admire the nation 
that has built the world’s greatest 
economy and has never ceased 
trying to persuade the world of 
the advantages of free trade expect 
her to be the first to promote fair 
exchange rates. The Yuan is already 
everyone’s problem. The dollar 
cannot remain solely the problem 
of others. If we’re not careful, 
monetary disarray could morph into 
economic war. We would all be its 
victims. 
   Those who love the country of 
wide open spaces, national parks 
and nature reserves expect America 
to stand alongside Europe in leading 
the fight against global warming 
that threatens the destruction of 
our planet. I know that each day, in 
their cities and states, the American 
people are more aware of the stakes 
and determined to act. This essential 
fight for the future of humanity must 
be all of America’s fight.
   Those who have not forgotten 
that it was the United States that, at 
the end of the Second World War, 
raised hopes for a new world order 
are asking America to take the lead 
in the necessary reforms of the UN, 
the IMF, the World Bank and the 
G8. Our globalized world must be 
organized for the 21st century, not 
for the last century. The emerging 
countries we need for global 
equilibrium must be given their 
rightful place.
   Ladies and Gentlemen, Allow me 
to express one last conviction: Trust 
Europe.
   In this unstable, dangerous world, 
the United States of America needs 
a strong, determined Europe. With 
the simplified treaty I proposed to 
our partners, the European Union 
is about to emerge from 10 years of 
discussions on its institutions and 
10 years of paralysis. Soon it will 
have a stable president and a more 
powerful High Representative for 
foreign and security policy, and it 
must now reactivate the construction 
of its military capacities. 
   The ambition I am proposing to 
our partners is based on a simple 
observation: There are more crises 
than there are capacities to face 
them. NATO cannot be everywhere. 
The EU must be able to act, as it did 
in the Balkans and in the Congo, 
and as it will tomorrow on the 
border of Sudan and Chad. For that 
the Europeans must step up their 
efforts. 
   My approach is purely pragmatic. 
Having learned from history, I want 
the Europeans, in the years to come, 
to have the means to shoulder a 
growing share of their defense. 
Who could blame the United States 
for ensuring its own security? 
No one. Who could blame me for 
wanting Europe to ensure more of 
its own security? No one. All of our 

Allies, beginning with the United 
States, with whom we most often 
share the same interests and the 
same adversaries, have a strategic 
interest in a Europe that can assert 
itself as a strong, credible security 
partner. 
   At the same time, I want to 
affirm my attachment to NATO. 
I say it here before this Congress: 
The more successful we are in 
the establishment of a European 
Defense, the more France will be 
resolved to resume its full role in 
NATO. 
   I would like France, a founding 
member of our Alliance and already 
one of its largest contributors, to 
assume its full role in the effort to 
renew NATO’s instruments and 
means of action and, in this context, 
to allow its relations with the 
Alliance to evolve. 
   This is no time for theological 
quarrels but for pragmatic responses 
to make our security tools more 
effective and operational in the face 
of crises. The EU and NATO must 
march hand in hand. 
   Ladies and Gentlemen, I want to 
be your friend, your ally and your 
partner. But a friend who stands on 
his own two feet. An independent 
ally. A free partner. 
   France must be stronger. I am 
determined to carry through with 
the reforms that my country has put 
off for all too long. I will not turn 
back, because France has turned 
back for all too long. My country has 
enormous assets. While respecting 
its unique identity, I want to put it 
into a position to win all the battles 
of globalization. I passionately love 
France. I am lucid about the work 
that remains to be accomplished. 
   It is this ambitious France that 
I have come to present to you 
today. A France that comes out to 
meet America to renew the pact 
of friendship and the alliance that 
Washington and Lafayette sealed in 
Yorktown. 
   Together let us be worthy of their 
example, let us be equal to their 
ambition, let us be true to their 
memories! 
   Long live the United States of 
America! 
   Vive la France! 
   Long live French-American 
friendship! 

The Hezitorial

YONKERS, NY – Passions were 
tempered by reality last week 
when Sam Zherka, publisher of 
The Westchester Guardian chose 
to drop the $40 million lawsuit he 
filed against Mayor Phil Amicone 
and the City of Yonkers, among 
others. 
   The Sam “in your face street 
brawler” Zherka that claimed 
only he was privy to designate 
the “dumb and dumber” proved 
himself to be the “dumbest” of all. 
Zherka recoiled at divulging to the 
court proof of alleged detrimental 
financial impact at the hands of 
City Hall when demanded to show 
his income tax returns. Some acid-
tongued bloggers advise Zherka 
was reluctant to share the tax returns 
with the courts for lack of financial 
hardship caused him by any alleged 
conduct on the part of City Hall.  
   Recognizing his inept and 
wanting legal attempt against City 
Hall faltering, Sam Zherka also 
dropped the punitive damages of the 

Sam Zherka Stripped 
By Hezi Aris

lawsuit which comprised a comical 
valuation of $20 million.
   Behind the scenes, acid-tongued 
bloggers were made aware of email 
communication between Rocky 
Richards, Chief of Staff for Yonkers 
City Council President Chuck 
Lesnick, and Carol Bengis, also on 
Lesnick’s payroll, and that of Sam 
Zherka. The email communication 
is alleged to have been an attempt 
by the two employees to undermine 
the veracity of the City of Yonkers 
in their fight against the frivolous 
lawsuit foisted by Sam Zherka. 
Yonkers City Council President 
Chuck Lesnick said, “I have no 
knowledge of this ever happening.” 
After checking with both Rocky 
Richards and Carol Bengis, Lesnick 
asserts that they each, respectively, 
only sent email to Zherka that 
would be considered press 
announcements, and nothing more. 
Yet acid-tongued bloggers advise 
that the email correspondence 
sent revealed information that 

allegedly attempted to undermine 
City Hall’s case to challenge Sam 
Zherka. The information allegedly 
delineated in the emails revealed 
tid bits of information overheard 
and gleaned from police officers 
and City Hall employees that 
would speak amongst themselves. 
The impression is that Bengis 
and Richards allegedly conducted 
themselves as “moles.” Lesnick’s 
claim  to have, “No knowledge!” 
is a testimony to his agility as a 
politician to distance himself from 

any culpability yet still attempt 
to ingratiate himself with the man 
that would have sued the City of 
Yonkers for $40 million.
   Yet some will want to draw 
the connecting dots; they are 
simple to depict. Carol Bengis, 
allegedly involved years ago in 
a Domestic Violence issue as the 
object of abuse is a close friend to 
Richard Blassberg, editor of The 
Westchester Guardian. Blassberg 
and Richards have been friends 
for some time, solidifying their 
friendship when both worked for 
the Tony Castro for Westchester 
County District Attorney effort 
to dislodge Westchester County 
District Attorney Jeanine Pirro. The 
Westchester Guardian’s alleged 
political positions were exacerbated 
by their disgust for Jeanine Pirro, 
leading to their support for Mount 
Vernon Mayor-elect Clinton 
Young against incumbent Mayor 
Ernie Davis because of alleged 
connections by Al Pirro to Mayor 

Davis’ administration. 
   Delfim Heusler, and his now 
deceased best-friend James Wieland 
had been friends to Carol Bengis. 
Heusler does not pick up his home 
telephone or his cell phone to 
elucidate about his relationship with 
Carol Bengis, Richard Blassberg, 
Chuck Lesnick, and Sam Zherka, 
among many others. Heusler was 
one of many, including others 
who were part of the Westchester 
Integrity group that initially came 
to support Zherka’s challenge to 
Mayor Phil Amicone
   Sam Zherka and The Westchester 
Guardian’s support of mayoral 
candidate Dennis Robertson, in 
light of the collapse of the lawsuit 
being withdrawn by Sam Zherka, 
brings to the open the allegedly 
deceptive and devious games that 
were played for the sake of taking 
City Hall. The alleged plan failed. 
   The fall-out is evident. Look out 
for the transition to morph into new 
alliances.
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Like Klockwork

Weir Only Human

New York Civic

   Have you ever been a witness to the 
following scenario? You’re walking 
along a supermarket aisle and come 
across a mother trying to reason 
with her spoiled child. “Johnny, you 
have plenty of cookies and candy 
at home, you don’t need that,” she 
says, referring to a large bag of 
chocolates on a shelf. “I don’t care! 
I want that candy,” the brat says as 
he stamps his feet. “Johnny, please, 
it’s not good for you to eat so many 
sweets.” “Shut up! I can have it if 
I want it,” the 10 year-old shouts. 
The mother glances furtively at 
the startled onlookers and timidly 
reaches for the candy. “Okay, 
Johnny, but it’s not nice to talk that 
way to your mother,” she replies as 
she hands over the confection and 
heads toward the checkout.  
   The mother in this little melodrama 
is in the process of building a 

The Perils of Parenting 
By Bob Weir

monster. One day, that monster will 
destroy her as well as himself and 
many others who are unfortunate 
enough to be in his orbit. You have 
to ask yourself what kind of parent 
would allow such behavior. Are 
they incapable of seeing the harm 
they’re doing to themselves and 
the child, or are they so weak that 
they’d rather give in to the little 
tyke’s demands than be faced with 
the duty to administer appropriate 
discipline. Parenting is an awesome 
responsibility because it deals with 
the shaping of character. A child 
comes into this world like a hunk 
of clay with a heartbeat. From 
that blessed moment on, that little 
person is in need of nurturing and 
guidance. 
   The parents have the first and 
longest lasting opportunity to mold 
the child into a decent, courteous 

and productive 
member of 
society. Although 
we all have the 
instinct to protect 
our young, we 
also have a duty 
to protect society 
from our young. 
Case in point: A 
father brings his son to an outdoor 
entertainment/retail establishment. 
The son wanders away from his dad 
and begins maliciously damaging 
some of the display items. One of the 
proprietors witnesses the behavior 
and walks hastily toward the unruly 
child. “Why did you break that?” 
the woman says, trying to pick up 
some of the pieces. Suddenly, the 
father comes running over. “What’s 
wrong?” When the woman tells him 
what she observed, he turns toward 

his son. “Tommy, 
did you do that?” 
The boy folds his 
arms stubbornly 
and says no. 
   The proprietor, 
turning her 
attention to the 
father, repeats 
that she saw what 

the boy did. The father’s response: 
“My son doesn’t lie. If he says he 
didn’t do it, I believe him.” He 
then proceeds to take his son by the 
hand and walks away. Now, either 
that father thought he was evincing 
some sort of parental protection for 
his boy, or he was afraid he would 
be required to pay for the damage. 
Nevertheless, in effect he showed 
his son that he would always 
take his word against any adult, 
regardless of the situation. If, God 

forbid, that boy is brought home by 
the police someday, he’ll expect the 
same amount of forbearance from 
his ostensibly gullible “protector.” 
Only then will that father realize 
that he would have been a lot better 
off paying for the damage years ago 
because it would have been a lot 
less expensive in the long run. 
   Although it’s true that very few 
parents fall into this category, even 
a small percentage can have a 
devastating effect on those around 
them. You don’t want to be living 
next door to a family that has no 
control over their kids. Childhood 
is a marvelous part of life and it 
should be viewed as a series of 
positive steppingstones in the 
advancement toward adulthood. No 
one expects a bunch of Little Lord 
Fauntleroys, marching in unison to 
a single drummer. Children need to 

develop their own personalities and 
learn to be independent, curious 
and capable. But they also need 
proper supervision and instruction 
from parents who are wise enough 
and strong enough to teach them 
that they are not the center of the 
universe, but merely a part of the 
social contract that keeps civilization 
from becoming unglued. Bringing a 
child into the world is perhaps the 
most underrated miracle in history. 
Raising a child with a sense of 
values and consideration for others 
is perhaps second. 

 Bob Weir is a contributing 
columnist to Yonkers Tribune 

and Westchester Times Tribune. 
Contact Bob Weir at

BobWeir777@aol.com.

   November 6th was Election 
Day. In the four-year election cycle 
we elect the President in leap years, 
2004, 2008, (when the Summer 
Olympics are held). The Governor, 
State Comptroller and Attorney 
General are elected in even-
numbered years which are not leap 
years, 2006, 2010 (when the Winter 
Olympics are held).  
   United States Senators are elected 
in even-numbered years for six year 
terms. Senator Schumer was first 
elected in 1998, ousting Senator 
Al D’Amato, who had served 
three terms (18 years). He was re-
elected in 2004 with 71 per cent of 
the vote. Senator Clinton first ran 
in 2000 for the seat vacated when 
Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan 
retired after four terms. She was re-
elected in 2006 with 67 per cent of 
the vote. There will be no election 
for the Senate in New York in 2008, 
because the incumbents’ terms do 
not expire until January 3, 2011 
(Schumer) and January 3, 2013 
(Clinton). 
   It is possible, however, that a 
vacancy may occur in one of the 
Senate seats on or about January 
20, 2009. In that case, the governor 
will have the opportunity to select 
a person to fill the vacancy. The 
governor’s choice will serve 
through the 2010 election. You 
may reasonably ask this question: 
Why not have the governor fill 
the vacancy until the next regular 
Election Day, in November 2009, 
and let the voters decide then who 
will fill the balance of the term of 
the departing (or departed) senator. 
   Until 1950, the one-year 
appointment was the rule in New 
York State. When a vacancy 
occurred in a senate seat the 
governor filled it by appointing 

How to Become a Senator
We Dip into Political History to Tell You How and When Senators and Other Officials are Elected in New York State

By Henry J. Stern

someone to serve through the end 
of the year. A successor was then 
chosen by the voters on Election 
Day. Prior to the adoption of the 
17th Amendment to the Constitution 
of the United States in April 1913, 
senators were chosen by state 
legislatures. Popular election of 
senators only began in 1914, which 
was 125 years after the Senate first 
convened in 1789. 
   Senator Robert F. Wagner, author 
of the Wagner (National Labor 
Relations) Act and the Social 
Security Act, had been Democratic 
leader in the New York State Senate, 
and later a justice of the New York 
Supreme Court, was elected to the 
U.S. Senate in 1926, and re-elected 
in 1932, 1938 and 1944. During 
has last term, he became seriously 
ill and was physically unable to 
perform most of his duties. He did 
not appear on the senate floor for 
some years. 
   He retained his Senate seat, 
however, until he was advised to 
resign in 1949 just in time to have 
the vacancy filled at the general 
election that year. As luck would 
have it, there was a regular mayoral 
election in New York City in 1949 
as well. The mayoral election would 
bring out a large vote downstate, 
primarily Democrats. There 
were no comparable elections 
upstate, therefore, the turnout in 
predominantly Republican areas 
was likely to be lighter.
   The strategy worked. The 
Democratic-Liberal Senate 
candidate, former Governor Herbert 
H. Lehman, narrowly defeated John 
Foster Dulles, the interim senator 
appointed by Governor Thomas 
E, Dewey. Dulles was appointed 
Secretary of State by President 
Eisenhower in 1953. His brother, 

Allen W. Dulles, 
was Director of the 
Central Intelligence 
Agency from 1953 
to 1961. John 
Foster Dulles’ 
son, Avery, raised 
a Presbyterian, 
converted to 
Catholicism in 
1940 and was 
created a Cardinal 
by Pope John Paul 
II in 2001. 
   The New York 
State Republicans, 
incensed at the disadvantage at 
which they had been placed by a 
carefully timed resignation, wanted 
to insure that they never again lost a 
Senate seat because of the timing of 
a resignation. Being in control of the 
state legislature, they changed the 
law so that senate elections would 
only be held in even numbered 
years.  
   That revision did not help the 
Grand Old Party too much in 1950. 
There was a special mayoral election 
in New York City that year. It 
was caused by the precipitous 
resignation of Mayor William 
O’Dwyer, who was appointed by 
President Truman as Ambassador 
to Mexico, in part to get him out 
of the reach of law enforcement 
authorities in the United States. 
   The 1950 mayoral election was 
won by the Experience Party 
candidate, acting Mayor Vincent 
R, Impellitteri, who served the 
remaining three years of O’Dwyer’s 
term. He was defeated in the 1953 
Democratic primary by Manhattan 
Borough President Robert F. 
Wagner, Jr., son and namesake of the 
United States Senator whose timely 
resignation began this tale, and 

father of the Robert 
F. Wagner, Jr. who 
was elected City 
Counc i lmember 
at Large in 1973 
and later served 
as chairman of 
the City Planning 
C o m m i s s i o n , 
Deputy Mayor 
and president 
of the Board of 
Education in the 
administration of 
Mayor Ed Koch. 
   O’Dwyer’s 

younger brother, Paul, later served 
as Councilman-at-Large for two 
years and City Council President 
from 1974 to 1977. He had come 
in fourth in the 1965 Democratic 
mayoral primary, trailing Abe 
Beame, Paul Screvane and William 
Fitts Ryan. Beame, the primary 
winner, ran second to Mayor John V, 
Lindsay (Republican-Liberal) in the 
November election, with William 
F. Buckley, Jr., (Conservative), a 
strong third with 341,000 votes, 
about 13.4% of the total. Buckley 
was the most intelligent candidate 
in the race, but his views were 
probably not those of many of his 
prospective constituents. 
   This trip into political 
history demonstrates Rule 3.21: 
Everything is connected. It also 
shows how ethical standards have 
changed with time. It is far less 
likely today that the President 
would appoint, or the Senate 
confirm, a nominee for a major 
ambassadorship whose relationship 
with the law was so clouded by 
scandal. 
   We may be at the opposite extreme 
today:: when William Weld, then 
governor of Massachusetts, was 

nominated by President Clinton in 
1997 to be Ambassador to Mexico, 
the nomination was blocked by 
Senator Jesse Helms (Republican-
North Carolina), who believed 
that Mr. Weld, who was said to 
have favored the legalization of 
marijuana, would not be sufficiently 
vigilant in fighting the Mexican 
drug trade. 
   The historical material we have 
discussed is readily available if you 
know where to look. Most people 
do not. It is also helpful for people 
in politics or public service to 
have some idea of what happened 
before their arrival. Sadly, the 
majority of elected officials ignore 
the past. Public executives and 
legislators usually look at the world 
as if their inauguration took place 
on the first day of Year One. 
   Some view their predecessors’ 
terms as the dark ages, or the 
occupation, and use them for 
purposes of unfavorable comparison 
with their own administrations. 
Others simply ignore the past, as 
if it did not happen. Even when 
a former mayor has supported or 
secured the election of his successor, 
the powerful pressures of personal 
pride periodically pull them apart. 
   We can tell you from first-hand 
experience that many people in 
politics do not care at all for each 
other, and calculation of their own 
interests is the only thing keeping 
them silent. Some are too proud, or 
too vain, to figure out where their 
own interest lies, and they fire at 
will at whatever target arouses their 
ire. Nevertheless, people change 
over the years. Some become 
more wily with experience. Others 
become more foolish as time takes 
its toll on whatever ganglia they 
may still possess. 

   It is in a way remarkable, 
considering human nature and 
the temptations of power, that our 
politics work as well as they do. Of 
course, things could be far better 
than they are today. That is the result 
that decent civic and public interest 
groups try to bring about. The 
adversaries of reform, however, are 
often corporations, unions and trade 
associations who have millions of 
reasons to keep things as they are, 
and are prepared to spend them on 
legislators in order to retain the 
status quo. 
   As for the City of New York, 
the Mayor, Comptroller, Public 
Advocate, 5 Borough Presidents and 
51 Council members are elected in 
the year following the presidential 
election: 2005, 2009. The fourth 
year in the cycle (2007, 2011) is 
regarded as the off year. 
   Ten years from now, 2017, there 
will be a question on the ballot 
asking whether New Yorkers want 
to hold a State Constitutional 
Convention. The proposal to hold 
a convention was defeated by the 
voters after a negative well-funded 
campaign by lobbyists in 1997. 
Under existing law, it will not 
appear on the ballot for another ten 
years. If a new Constitution were 
adopted by a Convention and then 
approved by the voters, the issue 
of revising it might be raised more 
frequently. That, however, is a 
subject for another day. 

Henry Stern is president of New 
York Civic (www.NYCivic.org) and 

a blogger on public issues. 
He was New York City’s Parks 
Commissioner for fifteen years 

under Mayors Koch and Giuliani.

   A long while back, one of 
the finest teachers I have ever 
encountered described life as “an 
inexorable march to the junk heap.”  
  He was referring specifically to 
the physical and economic tenure 
of material things, noting that 
their lives couldn’t be extended 
forever, but could be lengthened 
by attention to proper maintenance. 
   At the same time, and with a 
knowing wink, he applied that 
principle to human existence. 
   While his observation was 
then worth little more than a 
classroom cackle, I now see, 
from the vantage point of my 
present vintage, an abundance of 
evidence that the comparison was 
valid, profound and prophetic. 
   While we are all destined to 
kick the bucket with undeniable 
certainty, many of the zigs and 
zags between cradle and grave 
are manageable with proper 
attention, planning and discipline.  
   The six-pack abs of my Marine 

When Powerful Muscles Go From Fit To Flab
 

By Joe Klock, Sr

Corps youth now exist solely in 
fading photographs, but the one-
sack sag which has replaced them 
might have been avoided in large 
part by not defecting to the Corps 
of Couch Potatoes later in life. 
   The inflexible rule of muscledom 
is “use ‘em or lose ‘em,” and 
our national adoption of the 
latter option is evidenced by the 
decline of so much of America 
to a nation of human dough balls. 
   Happily, it is also the potential of 
muscles to rise from a zombie-like 
state to their former firmness through 
exercise and dietary sagacity. 
   Our focus here is on the most 
powerful of our muscles, although it 
is seldom thought of in that category. 
   The human brain will not 
move itself a single inch in a 
lifetime and cannot, unaided, lift 
a fallen hair. Yet it is the principal 
source of our strengths and 
weaknesses, as well as the control 
center of our very existence. 
   Consider these facts: That rather 

unattractive blob 
encased between 
our ears comprises 
less than two 
percent of our body 
weight, but contains 
a hundred billion 
very active neurons 
in the silent universe 
of our subconscious, 
intercommunicating 
at a reported rate 
of more than 
4,000 messages 
per second, or an incredible 15 
million “conversations” every 
hour - 24/7. (Like, WOW?) 
   While we busy ourselves with 
the relatively simple business of 
conscious activities, it automatically 
controls such critical matters as 
our heartbeat, breathing and other 
bodily functions, simultaneously 
monitoring the myriad memories, 
perceptions, prejudices, opinions, 
reactions, attitudes, wishes, goals, 
fears and other “stuff” stored there 

during previous 
e x p e r i e n c e s . 
   If you doubt its 
importance, just 
time yourself while 
putting on a jacket; 
then do the same, 
leading with your 
opposite arm - or 
just change hands 
while manipulating 
a mouse. 
   The brain is, 
in a very real 

sense, a mighty muscle, subject to 
atrophy if not used, but capable of 
restoration regardless of advanced 
age and/or protracted neglect. 
   There is no longer any doubt about 
the physical benefits of exercise at 
any life stage. Senior sedentarians 
who walk briskly a mere 20 
minutes each day cut their risk of 
stroke by an astonishing 57 percent, 
among a bunch of other benefits, 
including the conversion of baggy 
blubber to solid muscle mass. 

   Perhaps even more significant 
is that exercise sends oxygen-rich 
blood rushing to those ancient 
brains, recharging and rejuvenating 
millions of sleepy cells. Also sent 
thither are endorphins, which 
effectively combat the emotional 
blahs that accompany one’s 
approach to the Gulag of Geezerland. 
   In addition to the stimulation 
provided by physical activity, 
you can jazz up your gray 
matter with mental gymnastics 
as simple and readily available 
as engaging in board and card 
games, doing crossword puzzles, 
participating in new activities, 
pursuing hobbies, socializing in 
unfamiliar spheres, reading books 
(both fiction and non-fiction) 
and expanding your vocabulary. 
   A deadly enemy of self-betterment 
is the inactive lifestyle now so 
pervasive in America at all ages, 
characterized by our addiction to the 
boob tube and other passive pursuits.  
   Just as physical activity slows 

one’s “inexorable march to the 
junk heap,” mental exercise 
mitigates the impact of oldtimers’ 
diseases, including such major 
inconveniences as failing 
memory and crushing boredom. 
   Neither form of activity is likely 
to result in your candidacy for 
a centerfold or transform your 
emotional backyard into a Garden 
of Eden, but if there really is a 
chicken soup for the soul, these 
are two essential ingredients. 
   As to the brain exercise 
prescription, there’s no need to ask 
your doctor if it’s right for you!  
   If the truth be known, it probably 
wouldn’t do him or her any harm, 
either!
 
Freelance wordworker Joe Klock, 

Sr. (joeklock@aol.com) is a 
winter Floridian who summers 
in New Hampshire. More of his 
“Klockwork,” can be found at 

www.joeklock.com.

SCARSDALE, NY -- It’s 1953; 
comedian Max Prince is the 
funniest man on U.S. television 
and his writers are the best in the 
business—but money and politics 
are threatening to get in the way 
of the fun. As the network’s bean 
counters close in and Senator 
Joe McCarthy’s anti-communist 
paranoia spreads, Max and his 
gang of brilliant lunatics discover 
that laughter is the best defense. 
Laughter on the 23rd Floor is a 
play full of the wonderful characters 
and firecracker one-liners that you 
expect from Neil Simon This is 
Neil Simon’s hilarious and touching 

Laughter on the 23rd Floor 
A Comedy By Neil Simon

behind-the-scenes homage to the 
golden age of American television 
and the crazy writers’ room that 
became known as ‘the Harvard 
of comedy’, when he worked 
as a junior jokesmith for Sid 
Caesar’s “Your Show of Shows” 
— simultaneously, he brilliantly 
gets the point across while making 
us laugh. 
   Directed by Janice Fay Hanges, 
Laughter on the 23rd Floor is 
presented by the Greenville 
Community Theater on the stage of 
the Edgemont High School Theater, 
White Oak Lane, Scarsdale, NY, 
on November 16, 17, 24, & 25, 

2007. Friday 11/16 and Saturdays 
11/17 & 11/24 at 8 pm; Matinees 
on 11/24 and 11/25 at 2 pm 
   Tickets are priced on different 
tier: General Admission = $18.00; 
Senior Citizens 62+ = $15.00; 
Students (ID required) = $10.00; 
Group Rate for 10+ = $12.00. 
Special Discount are made available 
for the Saturday, November 24th 
matinee only= $10.00 (all seats 
General Admission); and College 
Students $10.00. 

Reservations and further 
information by calling (914) 636-

2863.
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PEEKSKILL, NY -- VanGlen 
Gallery announces the opening of 
their  new exhibit - Haiti: Where 
Life is Joy. The exhibit is on view 
November 18th  - December 29th 
and includes works selected from 
the Haitian and New York galleries 
of Haitian-born art collector Daphne 
Abourich. John Payne, owner and 
curator of VanGlen Gallery and Ms. 
Abourich carefully selected artists 
and paintings that underscore what 
Selden Rodman coined “That Joy of 
Haitian Art.” An opening reception 
is scheduled for November 18th 
2:00 - 5:00pm. VanGlen Gallery is 
located at 981 Main Street (next to 
Kathleen’s Tea Room), Peekskill 
NY. For further information contact 
John Payne at 914-930.7866 or 
direct e-mail to vanglen@verizon.
net
   Ossining resident Daphne 
Abourich was owner of Me Daphne 
Ltd Gallery, in New York City.  Her 
Gallery was in partnership with her 
father’s galleries, The Jerusalem 
Art Galleries, located in Port-
au-Prince and Petionville in the 
Republic of Haiti. Me Daphne Ltd. 
has sold and donated substantially 
to the Schomburg Collection at 
the New York Public Library, 
Harlem Branch.  Currently, many 
of her purchased paintings are on 
display at the Schomburg Center 
for Research in Black Culture.  In 
addition, Ms. Abourich has sold to 
numerous private collectors.
   The current exhibition at the 
VanGlen Gallery is Abourich’s first 
in the Westchester Community and 
focuses on the unique strength and 
optimism of Haitian Artists. There 
are 27 pieces in the exhibit and 
subjects range from abstracts to 
village life.  The exhibit includes 

Haiti: Where Life is Joy
 

Art Exhibition at The VanGlen Gallery

work from 1940 throughout the 
1990’s. Among the work on view 
is artwork by: Paul Nemours; O.M. 
Christophe; Saincilius Ismael; J. 
Cameau; Abner Dubic; Laurent 
Casimir, and Laurent Casimir.
   According to John Payne, “I 
wanted to present in this show the 
richness and vibrancy of Haitian 

life. Ms. Abourich’s passion for 
showing this art reflects her pride in 
her Haitian heritage.”
   Central to the mission of John 
Payne’s VanGlen Gallery since the 
opening in July, is the desire to 
create an art space for exhibitions of 
fine art by new and emerging artists 
as well as established artists. 

Learning Express Opens   
   Learning Express, one of the 
largest specialty toy retailers with 
over 100 locations across the 
country, is opening in the Somers 
Commons Shopping Center at 
80 Route 6 in Somers. Owner 
Warren Low, a Peekskill resident, 
will offer a full line of children’s 
developmental toys for infant, 
toddler and preschool age kids as 
well as arts and crafts supplies, 
construction sets, and many items 
exclusive to Learning Express and 
specialty toy retailers. Info: 914 
621-0012. 

Southern Living at Home 
Donation
   The Fair Winds Team of Southern 
Living at Home conducted a national 
shopping day on November 8. Local 
independent consultant and director, 
Kathy Procario, resident of Somers, 
participated and donated 20% of 
her customer sales to the “Dollar for 
Change” program which supports 
the company’s philanthropy “Cut It 
Out” (a program designed to assist 
victims of domestic violence).  
Info: 914 248-5113. 
Feaster joins Hudson Fusion
Hudson Fusion, an integrated 
marketing firm located at 30 

State Street in Ossining, recently 
welcomed Linda Feaster, a resident 
of Hastings-on-Hudson, to their team 
as Vice President, Client Services 
Director. Info: 914 762.0900.   

Boulanger Publisher of New 
Magazine
   Dana Boulanger a resident of 
Lincolndale, is the Westchester/
Putnam publisher of a new regional 
monthly magazine entitled Natural 
Awakenings, the Healthy Living/
Healthy Planet. The free publication 
was recently launched and each 
edition provides information on 
natural health, sustainable living 
and wellness. 914 617-8750. 

Weil Joins Keller Williams 
Realty
   Real estate sales professional, 

Gerald Jay Weil, a Somers resident, 
has joined the Keller Williams Realty 
Partners Northern Westchester/
Putnam Market Center at 2649 
Strang Blvd in Yorktown Heights. 
He is the recipient of multiple 
awards from the Westchester 
County Board of Realtors including 
the prestigious Diamond and 
Platinum achievement levels. 
Keller Williams was established in 
2006 and has over 64 associates.
Info: 914 962-0007 x112.

To submit information for The 
Fine Print, please send emails to 
TheFinePrintNY@verizon.net, call 
914 243-9761, or visit the www.
LisaFineCommunications.com 
Website. Lisa Fine is owner of LF 
Communications, Inc. some of 
whose clients may be mentioned on 
occasion.

EVANSVILLE, IN -- With more 
than 500 agents throughout the 
U.S. and Canada, Atlas Van Lines 
— the nation’s second-largest 
van line — consistently receives 
the industry’s highest customer 
service ratings. On Nov. 7, at the 
60th Annual Atlas Convention in 
Orlando, Fla., Atlas recognized the 
cream of this crop: 79 of its agents 
who had reached specific customer 
satisfaction milestones and 
maintained operational excellence 
that goes above and beyond Atlas’ 
already-high standards. Those 

Atlas Van Lines Honors Agents 
For Excellence

agents received the company’s 
Hauling Excellence Award.
    “Atlas customers expect the best 
from our agents — and so do we,” 
said Glen Dunkerson, president and 
chief operating officer of Atlas Van 
Lines. “We raise our expectations 
year after year because agents such 
as those being honored with the 
Hauling Excellence Award continue 
to raise the quality bar.”
   The Hauling Excellence Award 
is a prestigious and highly 
coveted award for Atlas agents. 
Requirements for the award include 

specific revenue criteria, a critical 
review of safety and claims records, 
a high agent rating for van operator 
performance, and a 90 percent 
approval rating on post-move 
surveys.
Agents receiving the Hauling 
Excellence Award in our area are: 
   Collins Brothers Moving 
Corporation — Larchmont, N.Y. 
   County Vanlines, Inc. — W. 
Nyack, N.Y.
Visit www.atlasworldgroup.com for 
more information on the company 
and Atlas agents.

McCabe.  The Gala raised $80,000 
for the non-profit PHCL.
   “The overall mood of the event 
was one of community, celebration 
and generous spirit which filled me 
with great pride and determination 
to continue the legacy of our ‘Little 
Library by the Lake’,” said PHCL 
President Angela Taylor. “I am 
honored and privileged to be the 
current President of the PHCL.”
   At the Gala the PHCL also 
unveiled its new Website, 
which can be viewed at www.
partnershipforthehcl.org.  The 
website, designed by Roland Rogers 
of Kirkor Consulting and Design, 
offers complete information about 
hours of operation and programs as 
well as a brief history of the project 
and photo archives. 
     Lisa Bonalle and Angela Taylor 
were the Gala Co-Chairs, with 
Lori Morrow serving as the event 
Treasurer. Journal Co-Chairs 
were Linda Fosina and Lori Hall 
Armstrong;  Barbara Reguero was 
the Auction Chair. Entertainment/
Decorating Co-Chairs were Angela 
Picardo and Angela Stenroos; 
Invitations and Centerpiece Co-
Chairs were Judy Fraioli and Catie 
Stern; and Publicity Co-Chairs 
were Becky Edwards and Theresa 
Kump Leghorn. Gala Committee 
members included Fairuza Brown, 
Yan Mui, Catherine Rogers and 
Cheryl Williams.
     The Partnership for the Huguenot 
Children’s Library is dedicated to 
inspiring a life-long love of reading 
and learning through outstanding 
library services for all of the children 
of New Rochelle; the PHCL works 
to enhance the excellence of the 
Huguenot Children’s Library 
and to promote and advocate for 
exceptional children’s library 
services within the New Rochelle 
Public Library system.  
For more about the PHCL visit  
www.partnershipforthehcl.org.

Mariano Rivera Helps HuguenotChildren’s  

Library Celebrate 10th Anniversary 

Baby Boomers 
By Rix Quinn

   It’s hard to compare the prices 
today with those in our childhood. 
Let’s take a “middle” year -- 1955 
-- during the Baby Boom, which 
lasted from 1946-1964.
   Gasoline was a little less than 
25 cents a gallon. One could buy a 
brand new car for under $2,000. And 
a new house could be purchased for 
under $12,000.
   Will we ever see those times 

again? Not likely. But also, consider 
that the average income was about 
$4300, which is only about $83 a 
week. 

If you are a Baby Boomer, 
Rix Quinn needs your help! 

Please e-mail your answer to the 
following question to rixquinn@

charter.net: “What is the best part 
of being a Baby Boomer?”

   There’s nothing more devastating 
than a climate of abuse and violence 
at home. A home should be a home, 
a sanctuary, and a safe harbor from 
any storm. Yet, for many people, 
home is a place of danger and fear 
of abuse. 
   That’s why the Joe Torre Safe At 
Home® Foundation was created, 
to help educate and to end the 
cycle of abuse at home and in our 
communities. Learn how you can 
help someone who is being abused, 
get help, make a donation, and 
more at the 
Joe Torre Safe At Home® 
Foundation 
Website.

A Home Should Be A Home

      Photos courtesy of Richard Nestor

  Have you ever wondered what it 
felt like to have a room full of fans 
screaming at the top of their lungs 
for you after you just shredded 
a solo? Well, you can feel that 
satisfaction with Guitar Hero III for 
the Xbox 360, the latest installment 
of the Guitar Hero series by Red 
Octane. Guitar Hero III (GH3) has 
many new songs, characters, and 
features that make the game simply 
amazing.
   The first thing that you notice 
about GH3 is that it is not a normal 
game. Your controller is not 
handheld; it is actually a miniature 
guitar that straps about your neck 
like a real guitar. To play a note, 
you must push down the fret button 
and then strum on the guitar. The 
more correct notes you hit, the more 
points you get. But, if you cannot 
hit every note in the song, it’s ok; 
you can choose from four different 
difficulties, ranging from Easy to 
Expert. 
   So far, every new Guitar Hero 
has come out with a new guitar 
controller. The controller for GH3 
is a black Les Paul. The best part 
about it is that it is wireless, giving 
you the freedom of movement while 
rocking out. The guitar is very 
comfortable to wear around your 

neck and it is built more solidly than 
the past three guitar controllers.
   The playlist in GH3 is varied.  
The game contains many rock 
classics, as well as songs from 
upcoming superstars that are not 
as mainstream: there are songs by 
Santana, Slipknot, Guns N’ Roses, 
Rolling Stones, and many more. 
But to unlock these songs, you must 
beat previous songs. For instance, 
to get to Welcome To The Jungle 
(by Guns N’ Roses), you must beat 
Miss Murder (by A.F.I.). What 
makes GH3 so fun is that you can 
beat Miss Murder by yourself or 
with a friend.
   GH3 is one of the best cooperative 
games out there; you can play with 
a friend. In the cooperative games, 
you can play along side a friend, 
one person covering the guitar part 
of the song and the other covering 
the bass line. This is especially 
fun because it makes you feel as 
if you’re in a band. If you have 
Xbox live, you can play with your 
friends and yet be in two different 
places. Xbox Live is basically the 
Internet for Xbox. Plus, with Xbox 
Live, you can purchase new songs 
to play, via Downloadable Content. 
This ensures that you will never get 
bored.

   Another form of cooperative 
mode is “Face-Off”. This is when 
you and your friend play the same 
song at the same time, and whoever 
gets more points wins. It is a good 
way to find out who is the better at 
GH3. A new form of cooperative 
mode is the “Battle”.  This form 
of multiplayer is similar to “Face-
Off” in the sense that both you and 
your friends play the same song.  
The object in this game is to get 
your opponent to fail.  The twist is 
that you are given attacks that are 
detrimental to your opponent.  An 
example of these attacks is breaking 
a string or causing your opponents 
amplifier to fail.
   Overall, GH3 is an excellent 
game, with outstanding graphics. 
Every note, every character, every 
detail looks nearly perfect. Plus, the 
controller is backwards compatible. 
This means that you can use the 
GH3 controller with the GH2 or 
GH1 games. Plus, the controllers 
from the previous Guitar Hero 
games works with GH3. Along with 
buying new songs off Xbox Live 
and the cooperative play, GH3 is 
definitely one of the best games of 
2007. So, are you ready to rock?

Tim Delaney contributed to  
this article.

Guitar Hero III    

By Cam Bock
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and a shiny, above the knee white 
skirt.  He surprises us by pairing 
this with sheer black legs. One 
exception to shine but a sure holiday 
stunner: his bright red, sleeveless 
knit top, a small frill around the 
neck, and a full, swingy skirt to the 
knee covered with over-sized red 
flowers.  Not for a shrinking violet!  
   J. Mendel.  Ahh, J. Mendel.  Can it 
get any more “red carpet” than this?  
Giles Mendel tells us that “this 
collection is not about colors but 
textures.”  Thus, he’s restricted his 
palette to ivory, slate and “blacks of 
many shades.” One heart-stopping 
example: a closely-cut, just below 
the knee black crepe dress, the 
sleeves long, tight and sheer, the top 
see-through black net, all except for 
two small panels of black crepe 
that rise from the waist to the neck, 
just wide enough to cover the bare 
essentials.  Perhaps this is not the 
best choice for the office party.  
Otherwise, go for it!  Guaranteed, 
you’ll be a stand-out. 
   At Badgley Mischka, the boys’ 
Winter/Holiday is inspired a bit by 
Wuthering Heights with a moody, 
platinum gray color scheme and a 

“Sparkle Plenty”

bit by India’s jeweled embroideries 
in their evening dresses.  Still, 
a few of the more understated 
sparklers stood out.  There’s a 
festive strapless mid-thigh design, 
black flower-patterned lace over 
pink satin.  Direct and to the point.  
The point? You’re working it!! 
   Winter/Holiday for Stella 
McCartney’s show was 
unpretentious and playful.  There 
were knits, cardigans and jumpsuits.  
It wasn’t all lighthearted, however.  
If you want to be noticed, go with 

Barbara Barton 
Sloane

her bubble-gum pink dress with tiny, 
spaghetti straps, short, short, with 
a flirty flamenco flounce crawling 
up one side of the skirt.  Count on 
McCartney to bring on the charm 
and have everyone asking “who’s 
that girl?” 
   Speaking of girls, that “forever-
girl”, Betsey Johnson, she of the 
cartwheel down the runway to 
close each of her shows, had her 
prototypical sex-bomb baby models 
stride the catwalk this season. One 
wore an irresistible, below the knee 
champagne satin confection, thin 
straps, with three huge satin roses 
cascading down the skirt.  Betsey, 
true to form, letting her playfulness 
shine through. 
   Marc Jacobs, with his surfeit of 
cool, has designed a number that is 
the be- all and end-all fantasy for the 
most important event you’ll attend 
this holiday season.  It is a teal blue 
velvet gown falling unencumbered 
to the floor, a wide strap of darker 
teal satin on one shoulder and a large 
bow of the same sumptuous fabric 
covering the décolletage.  Over the 
top? Not really.  If not at this happy 
time of the year, then when?  Gals, 
it’s your time to shine! 

   The most frequently asked 
questions to Village officials pertain 
to traffic, speeding and safety 
issues.  The following answers 
were developed in consultation 
with a traffic engineer, review of 
best practices recommended by 
the Uniformed Manual for Traffic 
Control Devices and our police 
department. 
Why is the Village speed limit 30 
mph?  Would it make sense to 
have it lower? 
   Speed limits are governed by 
the State of New York and 30 mph 
is the lowest permitted village 
wide, save for school zones.  
Municipalities may petition for 
25 mph on specific linear footage 
of specific roads if certain criteria 
are met demonstrating exceptional 
circumstances.  The factual support 
required is a threshold level of 
traffic volume, speed and accident 
frequency.  In the recent past, on 
requests of residents, sections of 
Middle Road, Willow, Summit 
Avenue and Hobart Street have been 
reviewed.  The resulting collected 
data did not meet minimum criteria 
for an exception.  However, since 
traffic conditions constantly change, 
the Village will review and revisit 
areas of concern at the request of 
residents and collect required data. 
Since the Midland Avenue/
Pondfield Road intersection is 
very busy during school hours, 
why not assign a crossing guard 
to this location? 
   According to the experts, when 
an intersection is already governed 
by a traffic control device, placing 
a second traffic director on the site 
causes confusion, added congestion 
and could impact safety.  For 

example, if a guard’s movements 
are not perfectly synchronized with 
the timing of a light, children could 
be in the middle of an intersection 
as a light turns green. 
Then, why not have a crossing 
guard near Library Lane and 
the Midland Avenue school 
entrance? 
   Simply put, it is not a prudent long 
term solution.  Also, the location is 
extremely busy with cars entering 
and exiting two nearby parking 
areas in addition to merging with 
the busy Midland Avenue traffic. 
Most importantly, there are two 
safer crossing alternatives in close 
proximity.  A crossing guard is 
500 feet away in one direction and 
there is a traffic light within 100 
feet at the Pondfield Road corner.  
This is a situation of walking just 
a bit farther and making safety the 
priority over convenience. 
What are the powers/duties of a 
crossing guard? 
   Crossing guards can only cross 
children.  They cannot direct traffic, 
only stop it to allow a child to cross 
immediately.  Kindly instruct 
children to remain on the sidewalk 
until the guard signals to them.  It 

will increase safety and relieve 
congestion. 
Why not have speed humps/
bumps or other traffic calming 
devices throughout the Village?  
   Again, in order to implement 
these changes, factual data such 
as speed, traffic and accident data 
must be reviewed.  In addition, 
speed humps/bumps now require 
extensive road markings and 
staggered signage in both directions 
warning of the upcoming road 
condition.  Pavement grooving 
slows traffic but generates a great 
deal of noise in the surrounding 
areas.  Though neither is a panacea 
with concomitant negatives, safety 
is the number one priority. To that 
end, we will evaluate any location 
you believe presents a situation 
necessitating review for a calming 
device.  
   After listening to recent residents 
concerns, we have purchased a 
“Yield to Pedestrians in Crosswalk” 
sign for in front of Eliza Corwin 
Nursery School and we are asking 
our traffic consultant/engineer 
to review the Cedar Street/Kraft 
Avenue intersection for suggestions 
of how to improve pedestrian 
safety. 
   Finally, we are in the final stages 
of hiring five to seven additional 
police officers.  By bringing the 
department up to full complement, 
we will be able to increase our 
traffic enforcement efforts.  The 
additional staff will permit us to 
more frequently assign an officer 
on each shift to traffic enforcement 
duties.  Do not hesitate to call the 
Police Department directly with 
any traffic concerns or suggestions 
for improvement.

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- Cold War 
veterans in Westchester may soon 
get a break on their county property 
taxes if County Board Chair Bill 
Ryan (D-IN-WF, White Plains) has 
his way. Ryan and fellow Legislators 
Vito Pinto (D, Tuckahoe) and Jim 
Maisano (R-C, New Rochelle) want 
the Board to consider enacting a 
local law extending a property tax 
break to these veterans. 
   “If enacted, the tax exemption 
-- of up to 15% of the assessed 
value of residential property-- 
that is currently available to other 
veterans, Gold Star Mothers and 
senior citizens, would be extended 
to include Cold War veterans, “ said 
Ryan. “The men and women who 
sacrificed so much for our country 

and who were prepared to give their 
lives for freedom have certainly 
earned this benefit.” 
   In July, New York Governor 
Eliot Spitzer signed legislation that 
provides eligible Cold War veterans, 
individuals who served in the 
United States Armed Forces during 
the time period from September 2, 
1945 to December 26, 1991, with 
a real property tax exemption. A 
spouse may also be eligible to file 
for benefits based on a husband or 
wife’s service.   
   Pinto, the Board’s Veterans 
Liaison, said, “As a Vietnam veteran 
myself, I am honored to co-sponsor 
this legislation. Once it’s before 
them, I will urge my colleagues 
to move as quickly as possible on 

Chairman Ryan, Legislators Pinto and 
Maisano Push for Tax Breaks for Cold 

War Veterans
“Tax Exemptions Long Overdue For Cold War Vets” 

this legislation to assist those who 
fought to protect the freedoms that 
we all enjoy.”  
   Maisano called the tax exemption 
‘long overdue’. “The previous state 
law extended benefits to some Cold 
War veterans, but not to others,” 
said Maisano. “When I raised the 
issue with our state delegation, they 
were very receptive and worked 
very hard correct this inequity, 
ultimately passing the bill by an 
overwhelming majority.” 
   The county legislation would 
allow local municipalities the option 
of providing their own property tax 
exemption to Cold War veterans. 
The exemption would last for 10 
years.

ALBANY, NY -- With gas prices 
in New York State at an average 
of $3.18 per gallon and rising, 
Assembly Republican Leader 
James Tedisco (R,C,I-Schenectady-
Saratoga) last week renewed his call 
for short-term and long-term relief 
for motorists. Tedisco’s plan would 
cut gas taxes, promote alternative 
fuels and vehicles and speed the 
availability of ethanol fuel (E-85) 
at the 27 Thruway Service Stations 
across the state.   
A year ago, the average price of a 
gallon of gasoline was $2.37.  New 
York State now has the 4th highest 
gas prices in the nation, according 
to AAA. 
   “I’ve been talking about easing the 
burden of high gas prices for some 
time and just as it seems gas prices 
were on the decline, motorists are 
being hit with increases that seem 
to have no end in sight,” said 
Tedisco.  “Consumers are being 
treated like ‘yo-yos’ with these up 
and down gas price shocks.  It’s 
time that New York State take the 
lead in providing short term relief at 
the pump by cutting gas taxes and 
investing in a long term solution 
through green and clean alternative 
fuels.” 
   New York consumers pay 
seven separate taxes on a gallon 
of gasoline. The federal tax rate 

is 18.4 cents and the state taxes 
account for 33 cents (local taxes 
are approximately 11 cents). This 
is much higher than neighboring 
states. Tedisco proposes reducing 
gas taxes to the point where they 
will be in line with the average 
northeast state tax rate. This would 
save motorists 12.5 cents per 
gallon right off the bat. Dedicated 
highway, bridge and transportation 
funds would be held harmless and 
be funded by the general fund. 
   Tedisco also is calling for the use of 
the remaining sales tax revenue on 
gasoline to create the “Alternative 
Fuel Incentive Fund.” The fund 
would provide tax credits, grants, 
investments and other incentives to 
encourage ownership of hybrid and 
flex-fuel vehicles and the building 
of alternative fueling stations and 
refineries to expand the availability 
of these fuels in New York State. The 
fund would also invest in research 
and development of alternative 
fuels – especially cellulosic ethanol 
which uses straw, grass, corn stalks 
and other plant waste, as opposed 
to more expensive corn-based or 
sugar-based ethanol. 
   Tedisco said that accelerating the 
transition to alternative fuels would 
lower fuel costs through lessened 
demand for gasoline, as well as 
provide for a cleaner environment, 

more agricultural and manufacturing 
jobs with the production of the 
home-grown fuels, and greater 
national security through greater 
energy independence.
   Tedisco again called for the 27 
Thruway Service Stations to install 
E-85 fuel pumps. The Thruway 
Authority broke ground on an E-
85 pump at the New Baltimore 
Travel Plaza in Greene County in 
2006. It was scheduled to be open 
to motorists on October 1, 2006 
with the other 26 stations soon 
to follow, but no station has yet 
opened.  Tedisco called attention 
to the Thruway Authority’s neglect 
of this resource close to six months 
ago but the E-85 pumps still remain 
dormant. There are nearly 200,000 
vehicles in New York State that 
are flex-fuel vehicles (can accept 
gasoline or ethanol) and would be 
able to take advantage of E-85 if the 
Thruway stations opened. 
   “There is no single magic 
solution to instantly reduce gas 
prices, but these are options worth 
pursuing because nearly everyone’s 
pocketbook has been affected by 
skyrocketing energy costs,” said 
Tedisco.  “I don’t think our state’s 
residents should be forced to 
continue to withstand these price 
shocks for much longer.” 

Tedisco: Fight Pain at the Pump 
by Cutting Gas Tax; Investing in 

Alternative Energy
AAA Report Shows New York is 4th in U.S. for Highest Gas Prices

MOUNT VERNON, NY -- The 
Karenna String Quartet performed 
today for residents, guests and 
staff of Westchester Center for 
Rehabilitation & Nursing in Mount 
Vernon, in recognition of National 
Hospice / Palliative Care Month. 
   National Hospice/Palliative Care 
Month is a special time of awareness 
and outreach when hospices across 
the country reach out to raise 
awareness about important care 
issues for people coping with life- (L to R) Rie Hamaguchi (violin), Rachel Maria Petite (violin) Erik 

Jacobson (cellist), and Anne-Marie Bedney (violin).

The Karenna String Quartet Performs at 
Westchester Rehab

limiting illness.  The theme for this 
year’s observance is It Must Be 
Love, reminding us that hospice and 
palliative care is about more than 
traditional healthcare. It’s hope and 
more:  solutions for difficult times 
when hope is in question, being 
close in a time of fear, a friend with 
time to share, laughter in the midst 
of tears, dignity, humanity -- it must 
be love.  Additionally, National 
Home Care Month recognizes 
and applauds home care workers, 

who are committed to providing 
quality and compassionate care 
to those who need more extensive 
personal and home care than family 
or friends can provide.   For more 
information, visit
 www.nahc.org or www.nhpco.org.
   Jansen Hospice and Palliative 
Care has earned a reputation for 
excellence, treating dying people 
and their families with competence, 
compassion and dignity.  They 
are committed to providing 

compassionate professional care 
to patients and considers helping 
family members an essential part 
of its mission.  Musical therapy is 
only one of the complementary care 
services they offer.  

For additional information, phone 
914.961.2818 or visit 

www.jansenhospice.org.

YONKERS,NY -- CSEA, the labor 
union representing over 1,700 non-
instructional employees working 
for the Yonkers School District 
announced November 6, 2007, that 
they’ve declared an impasse over 
contract talks with management, 
hoping that the intervention of a 
neutral third party will be able to 
break the current stalemate and bring 
both sides to a fair agreement. 
   According to CSEA Labor 
Relations Specialist Larry Sparber, 
the union’s chief negotiator, CSEA 
and management are currently 
at odds over the issues of wages, 

CSEA Declares Impasse In Yonkers 
Schools Negotiations

benefits, and 
better working 
conditions for 
the district’s 
h o u r l y 
employees. The 
two parties have 
been meeting 
in negotiations 
since spring 
of 2006. The 

previous contract expired June 
30, 2006. The formal declaration 
of Impasse by the union with 
the state Public Employment 
Relations Board (PERB) moves the 
negotiating process to Mediation, 
where a PERB-appointed neutral 
mediator meets with both parties to 
try and hammer out a compromise 
agreement. 
   CSEA Unit President Bobbie 
DiBattista said that the workers are 
only seeking a contract that treats 
them with fairness and respect, and 
that recognizes the importance of 
what they do. 

   “The union has declared impasse 
after a failure to reach an agreement 
during regular bargaining sessions,” 
DiBattista said. “Despite numerous 
attempts to sabotage negotiations 
through rumors, the CSEA will 
not settle on any contract that 
fails to meet the needs of all our 
members.” 
   By filing the declaration of 
impasse with PERB, it is expected 
that a Mediator will be assigned in 
the next month and start scheduling 
meetings with both parties.  In 
the meantime, DiBattista said she 
and members of her Executive 
Board will continue to draw public 
awareness to the union’s contract 
campaign. 
   “Our membership includes many 
single parents who are supporting 
a family on only $14,000 a year 
as a teacher aide,” said DiBattista. 
“They depend on fair benefits and 
they depend on a competitive wage 
that will allow them to make ends 
meet. The majority of our members 

live in Yonkers and are not just the 
backbone of the school district, 
but also the backbone of the 
community.” 
   In the Yonkers Schools, CSEA 
represents clerical and custodial 
workers, safety officers, teacher 
aides, bus monitors, and food 
service workers. The average 
salary of a CSEA member there is 
$25,000. 
   CSEA is New York State’s leading 
union, representing employees of 
New York State and its counties, 
towns, villages, school districts, 
library systems, authorities and 
public corporations. Together with 
a growing population of private 
sector members and 50,000 retirees, 
CSEA forms a union 265,000 
strong. It is also the largest affiliate 
(and Local 1000) of the American 
Federation of State, County and 
Municipal Employees (AFSCME) 
which, in turn, is one of the largest 
affiliates of the AFL-CIO.
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SAVE THE DATE
Friday, November 23rd

2-7 pm

Annual Blood Drive 
at the

Hastings Public Library

Call Sue Feir 
at 478-3307

for appointments, information

SCARSDALE, NY -- The 
Greenburgh Nature Center 
(GNC) is offering a fun, 
family oriented activity 
on Saturday, December 
1st at 2:00 p.m.  Entitled 
“Feeding Fun,” the program 
will involve members of 
the GNC’s museum staff 
feeding one or more of the 
center’s nearly 130 live 
animals so that visitors can 
watch.  
   Animals to be featured 
may include birds of prey, reptiles, 
mammals, fish or even invertebrates 
such as hermit crabs, millipedes 
or tarantulas.  During the feeding 
session, the staff member will talk 
about the animals’ feeding habits, 
how they get their food in the 
wild, and how the animals fit into 
the “web of life” in their natural 
habitat.   
   The staff of the Greenburgh Nature 
Center is offering an introductory 
“GNC Highlights Tour” of the 
Center’s 33 acre property on 
Sunday, Dec. 2nd at 11:30 a.m.  The 

Feeding Fun at the Greenburgh 
Nature Center

tour is designed for newcomers or 
prior visitors who never ventured 
beyond the Center’s Manor House 
Museum.   But anyone is welcome, 
regardless of past experience.
   Participants will visit the center’s 
lawns, gardens, trails and other 
outdoor facilities, including the 
birds of prey, barnyard and prairie 
dog exhibits.   Other highlights are 
the Center’s “Woodfrog Pond” and 
the old Apple Orchard and Field, 
both of which are important wildlife 
habitat areas.   Visitors will learn 
“up close and personal” that nature 
has much beauty and excitement 

to offer in any season of 
the year.  The walks will 
be designed for adults and 
children old enough to 
walk the grounds.  The tour 
is designed to be about 30 
minutes long.  Participants 
should wear weather-
appropriate clothing.  This 
outdoor program is FREE!  
Pre-registration is not 
required, but the Center 
asks that people call ahead 

if possible.  For further 
information, phone 914 723-3470.  
Or visit the web site at www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.
   The “Feeding Fun” program is 
free with paid museum admission.  
Admission to the manor house is 
$5 for adults, $4 for students and 
seniors, and $3 for children ages 
2-12.  GNC members are admitted 
free.  

For further information, phone 
(914) 723-3470.  Or visit the 

Center’s web site at 
www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

l to r:  Beverly Brown Barbour, Secretary, CLUSTER Board of Directors 
with husband Gerry Barbour, Caryn Campbell, CLUSTER Board member 
and member Hastings Board of Education and Jethro Miller, Vice-Presi-

dent, CLUSTER Board of Directors with wife Renata Miller. 

l to r: Desmond and Kerry Lyons, Stephanie and Peter Mollo, CEO 
Crown Products and Vintner sponsor for Harvest Wine Tasting, Arlene 

and and Dan Koblinsky and Debbie and David Cohen.

CLUSTER’s Harvest Wine Tasting

l to r:Patricia Ann Woods, Chairperson, CLUSTER Board of Directors, 
Toni Volchok, Executive Director, CLUSTER and Andy Besch,  

guest speaker.

PAWLING, NY -- In its initial 
offering, Palmer Hill is bucking 
the trend.  The luxury town home 
and condominium community, 
located on the Old Greenwich/
Stamford border, is selling 
ahead of expectations.  Its initial 
success is defying news in the 
national real estate markets. 
   According to the National 
Association of Realtors, home 
sales are down 19.1% from last 
year as prices took a 4.2% dip 
nationally.  The joint venture 
of Buckingham Partners, 
headquartered in Haddonfield, NJ, 

Palmer Hill Defy Market Trends
Luxury Townhouse and Condo Community Sells While  

National Markets Slump

and Sun Homes, headquartered in 
Pawling, NY, has sold more than 
half of its first phase offering.  In 
addition, buyers have reserved 
the entire first phase inventory 
for four of seven model types. 
   The homes at Palmer Hill are 
being offered at prices from the low 
$500’s to over $1 million.  The on-
site sales center is now open daily 
from 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.  
For more information, call 
(203) 989-0315 or visit www.

palmerhillhomes.com . 
 

To Advertise, call 914-378-1433, 
Ext. 235

Ask for Darryl Walker.
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Westchester Times Tribune publishes paid obituaries (In Memoriam) of people who have lived, worked, or have family in Westchester County. All notices must be received by Friday, by 12:00 Noon, for inclusion in the next 

week’s edition. Place a paid notice by directing email  to WTTeditor@gmail.com.

In Memoriam

EarthTalk • In Memoriam • Religion

Joseph T. Burke of Yonkers died 
on Wednesday, October 31, 2007 at 
age 85. Born on January 1, 1922 to 
Joseph and Catherine (Fennessey) 
Burke in Yonkers where he was 
raised and graduated from St. 
Joseph’s and Gorton High School. 
Mr. Burke worked for the City 
of Yonkers Water Dept for many 
years; retiring in 1985. On June 29, 
1952, he married Concetta Cannavo 
in St. Joseph’s Church; she survives 
living in Yonkers. Joseph was a 
parishioner of Sacred Heart Church; 
a member of the Chippewa Club 
and a former usher at St. Joseph’s 
Church. Besides his wife, Concetta; 
he is survived by his two daughters; 
Joanne (Peter) Lopresti of Lake 
Mohegan and Mary Anne Burke 
of Yonkers and two grandchildren, 
Peter and Kristy and several nieces 
and nephews. He was predeceased 
by his brother, William Burke. 
Mass of Christian Burial was 
conducted in Sacred Heart Church. 
Interment at St. Mary’s Cemetery. 
WHALEN & BALL F.H. 168 
Park Ave., Yonkers 914-965-5488. 
 www.whalenballfh.com. 

Jose Diaz of Yonkers died Saturday 
November 3, 2007 at age 85. Born 
on February 10, 1922 in Puerto 
Rico, Mr. Diaz was the husband 
of the late Mercedes (Rios) Diaz. 
Beloved father to Hector Diaz and 
Margie Sanchez and the late Carlos 
Manual and Victor Diaz. He is also 
survived by 24 grandchildren and 
32 great grandchildren. Mass of 
Christian Burial was conducted at 
St. Joseph’s Church. Interment at 
Oakland Cemetery. WHALEN & 
BALL F.H. 168 Park Ave., Yonkers 
914-965-5488.
 www.whalenballfh.com.

Eugene Doczynski of Yonkers died 
on Saturday November 3, 2007 
at age 88. Born on November 14, 
1918 to Andrey and Alexandra 
Doczynski in Radziwillow Poland, 
where he was raised and educated 
and came to the United States on 
November 3, 1951. Mr.Doczynski 
worked as a Mason Tender for over 
25 years, retiring in 1980.He was a 
Parishoner of St. Casimir’s Church; 
a long time usher and member 
of St. Albert’s Society and the 
Polish National Alliance. He also 
used his talent as a handyman for 
St.Casimir’s. Mr. Doczynski was 
a member of the Polish Regiment 
that was captured in Europe, it 
then became part of the British 
Command and was a participant 
of the Invasion at Normandy. 
He is survived by his wife of 60 
years Helen (Kaczor) Doczynski 
of Yonkers and his two sons; John 
(Linda) Doczynski of Yonkers and 
Lester (Phyllis) Doczynski of Palm 

Beach Gardens, FL. He is also 
survived by three grandchildren; 
Christina (Jamie) Durkin, Michael 
and Richard and two great grand 
children; Ryan and Sean who he 
enjoyed to spend his time with. Mass 
of Christian Burial was held at St. 
Casimir’s Church. Interment at St. 
Mary’s Cemetery. Donations may 
be made to St. Casimir’s Church, 
239 Nepperhan Ave., Yonkers NY 
10701. WHALEN & BALL F.H. 
168 Park Ave., Yonkers 914-965-
5488. www.whalenballfh.com. 

Declan Feeney, his beloved sister 
Lynda Wilson of Yonkers. Also 
surviving are his nieces Heather 
Wilson McGill, Nanci Wilson and 
his three cousins Diane Eugenio, 
Barbara Hidalgo and Joan Monk. 
A Mass of Christian Burial was 
held at the Sacred Heart Church in 
Yonkers with interment to follow 
at Mt. Hope Cemetery. The family 
will receive friends on Wednesday, 
October 24 from 2-4 and 7-9 PM at 
the Whalen and Ball Funeral Home. 
In lieu of flowers donations can 
be made in John’s memory to the 
Delaware Hospice, 3515 Silverside 
Road, Wilmington, DE 19810. 
WHALEN & BALL F.H. 168 
Park Ave., Yonkers 914-965-5488 
 www.whalenballfh.com.

Martha Feretti (nee Krapf), a 
longtime Yonkers resident, died 
peacefully on Friday, October 26, 
2007 in Calvary Hospital. She was 
68 years old. Born on November 15, 
1938, she was the daughter of the 
late Anne Marie (nee Erickson) and 
Hans Krapf. Martha volunteered 
many years as a girl scout troop 
leader at St. Frances De Chantal 
Church in the Bronx. She also 
volunteered as part of the Booster 
Club in the same parish and for the 
Clearwater Revival. Martha loved 
her Mets. Martha is survived by her 
three children, Anne Feretti Glavan 
of Ledyard, CT, Ruth Ellen Feretti 
of Spring Valley, and Frank Ragnar 
“Rags” Feretti of The Bronx, and 
her six grandchildren. In addition to 
her children, Martha is survived by 
her ex-husband, Thomas Feretti, and 
many nieces and nephews. Martha’s 
family will greet relatives and 
friends on Monday, 2-4 and 7-9 PM 
at Whalen and Ball Funeral Home. 
A Prayer Service celebrating her life 
was held in St. Mark’s Episcopal 
Church, Yonkers. Donations in her 
memory may be made to Calvary 
Hospital, 1740 Eastchester Road, 
Bronx, NY 10461. WHALEN & 
BALL F.H. 168 Park Ave., Yonkers 
914-965-5488
 www.whalenballfh.com.
 
Karl E. Kotash, Jr., 58, of 

Hopewell Junction formerly of 
Yonkers passed away on Friday, 
October 26, 2007 at Calvary 
Hospital. He was born on February 
1, 1949 in Yonkers to Karl Sr. and 
Jeanette Oakley Kotash. Karl was 
raised and educated locally in 
Yonkers, graduating from Gorton 
High School. He proudly served 
his country in the US Army from 
1967-1970 serving in Germany. 
Karl married his loving wife, 
June Stefanko on April 12, 2007 
in Beekman. He worked for Con 
Edison in Westchester from 1971-
2007. Karl is predeceased by his 
mother and father, Jeanette Oakley 
Kotash and Karl E. Kotash, Sr. 
and his uncle John Oakley. He is 
survived by his loving wife June 
of Hopewell Junction, his beloved 
children, Michael Harney of Prairie 
Du Mein, WI, Erik Harney of 
Edgewater, FL, Michelle Harney of 
White Plains, Jessica Harney of FL, 
his two cherished grandchildren, 
his sisters, Marguerite Kotash of 
Kingston, and Martha Worgocki of 
PA, and his brothers, Rudy Kotash of 
VA, and Brian Kotash of Peekskill. 
Funeral services were held in 
Whalen & Ball Funeral Home. Final 
interment was conducted in private. 
WHALEN & BALL F.H. 168 
Park Ave., Yonkers 914-965-5488 
 www.whalenballfh.com.
 
Stefan Kurylo of Yonkers died 
on Sunday October 28, 2007 at 
age 83. Born on Aug. 15, 1924 
to Peter and Tatianna (Koblosh) 
Kurylo in Wysowa, Ukraine, where 
he was raised and educated. Mr. 
Kurylo worked as a carpenter for 
the Graham-Windham School in 
Hastings for over 20 years. On 
May 21, 1966 he married Anna 
Babej in St. Michael’s Ukrainian 
Catholic Church. She survives 
living in Yonkers. Stefan was a 
member of the Ukrainian American 
Youth Assoc. (SUMA) and served 
as their Secretary for 13 years; he 
also was a member of St. Michael’s 
Choir and Organization Defense 
for Lemkivshczyna. He enjoyed 
making furniture and carving as his 
hobby and he wrote a book entitled 
“Sightings of the Virgin Mary” 
in Ukrainian. Besides his wife 
Anna, he is survived by his three 
children; Mary (John) Shmotolocha 
of Yonkers, John (Lisa) Kurylo of 
Yonkers and Chrystine (Andy) 
Zurawski of Clifton, N.J. and 
his six grandchildren. He is also 
survived by a brother, Alex Kurylo 
of Poughkeepsie, his sister Marie 
Panczyszyn of Toronto and several 
nieces and nephews. He was 
predeceased by his sister Anna 
Olijarczyk. Parastas Services, and 
Divine Liturgy were conducted 
in St. Michael’s Ukrainian 

Catholic Church. Shonnard Place, 
Yonkers. Interment Holy Spirit 
Cemetery, Hamptonburg, NY. 
WHALEN & BALL F.H. 168 
Park Ave., Yonkers 914-965-5488  
www.whalenballfh.com. 

Edwin Maskara of Yonkers died on 
Friday, November 2, 2007 at age 73. 
Born on October 24, 1934 to George 
and Mary (Boretsky) Maskara in 
Yonkers where he was raised and 
attended Holy Trinity and Saunders 
High School. On September 9, 
1961, he married Martha Lacek in 
Most Holy Trinity Catholic Church. 
Mr. Maskara worked for the City of 
Yonkers in the Municipal Housing 
Department for many years until 
his retirement. Besides his wife, he 
is survived by his brother, George 
(Patricia) Maskara; Rosemary 
(George) Matthews and Lorraine 
(Michael) Kmetz, all of Yonkers 
and several nieces and nephews. 
Ed was predeceased by his brother, 
Richard and Gerald Maskara 
and his sister, Barbara Pidoto. 
Mass of Christian Burial in Most 
Holy Trinity Catholic Church. 
Interment at St. Joseph Cemetery. 
WHALEN & BALL F.H. 168 
Park Ave., Yonkers 914-965-5488  
www.whalenballfh.com.

Esther V. McSpedon (nee 
Peterson) of Yonkers died on 
Tuesday, October 30, 2007 at age 
81. Born on October 19, 1926 to 
Carl and Anna (Carlson) Peterson 
in Mount Vernon; she graduated 
from Commerce High School. Mrs. 
McSpedon worked as a bookkeeper 
for Liberty Lines Bus Company 
for over 16 years, retiring in 1989. 
On February 15, 1950, she married 
Edward McSpedon, he died in 
1971. Esther enjoyed her bingo 
and league bowling at Homefield 
Bowl but especially her family. She 
is survived by her five children, 
Edward (Joanne) McSpedon 
of West Hills, CA, Richard of 
Patterson, NY, David of Pawling, 
NY, Diane (George) Smith of 
Congers and Lorraine McSpedon 
of Yonkers. She is also survived 
by five grandchildren, Karen Ann, 
Loni Jean, Donna, Tara, and Dawn; 
three brothers, Robert Peterson of 
Yonkers, Stanley Peterson of Putnam 
Valley and Edward Peterson of 
Copake and her sister, Anna Towers 
of Mahopac. She was predeceased 
by Fred, Carl, Arne Peterson and 
Inga Britt Caruso. Funeral Services 
were held at Whalen & Ball Funeral 
Home. Interment at Mount Hope 
Cemetery. Donations may be 
made to Sloan-Kettering Hospital. 
WHALEN & BALL F.H. 168 Park 
Ave., Yonkers 914-965-5488
 www.whalenballfh.com.

Elizabeth D. Sansalone (nee 
Thayer), a lifelong Yonkers 
resident, died on Tuesday, October 
23, 2007 at her residence. She was 
87 years old. She was born on 
August 21, 1920 to Reginald H. 
Thayer and Caroline Smith Thayer 
in Yonkers where she was raised 
and educated, alumnus of Gorton 
High School and Sarah Lawrence 
College. On June 1, 1943, she 
married Frank E. Sansalone, Jr. She 
retired in 1983, having been a legal 
secretary in the office of Hand & 
Hand, Esqs. In the early 1950’s, she 
was an editor and reporter for the 
then women’s and society pages of 
the Herald Statesman. She was a life 
member and former trustee of the 
Yonkers Historical Society, former 
trustee of the Northwest Yonkers 
Civic Association and charter 
member and first secretary-treasurer 
of the Beczak Environmental 
Education Center. Active in 
environment circles, she belonged 
to the Clearwater organization, 
the Hudson River Fisherman’s 
Association and was appointed 
for several terms by Yonkers’ 
Mayors Martinelli and Wasiscko 
to the Yonkers Environmental 
Impact Advisory Commission. She 
was a leader in the opposition to 
developers’ plans to convert the City 
Pier to a restaurant. She is survived 
by three daughters, Marina Schmid 
and her husband, John of Hopewell 
Junction, Frances of Reading, MA., 
Elena of New York City and a son, 
John of New Paltz. Her husband 
died May 28, 1999. Other survivors 
include a sister, Catherine Baker of 
Reno, NV, six grandchildren and 
twelve great grandchildren. She 
was pre-deceased by a brother, 
Reginald H. Thayer. Funeral service 
and final interment were conducted 
in private. WHALEN & BALL F.H. 
168 Park Ave., Yonkers 914-965-
5488 www.whalenballfh.com.
 
Anna Terlecky (nee Ivaniuk) 
of Yonkers died on Sunday, 
November 4, 2007 at age 82. Born 
on September 11, 1925 to Fedir and 
Maria (Matuszkewicz) Terlecky in 
the Ukraine, she has been a Yonkers 
resident for over 60 years. On 
November 25, 1947 she married 
Michael Terlecky in Ellwagen, 
Germany; he died in 2001. Mrs. 
Terlecky was a parishioner of St. 
Michael’s Ukrainian Catholic 
Church. A member of the 
Providence Assoc. and helped her 
husband run the Food Store in 
Hastings. Mrs. Terlecky is survived 
by her five children, Msgr. John M. 
Terlecky of Stamford, CT, Peter 
W. Terlecky of Yonkers, Marika 
Terlecky of Newport, R.I., Irene 
Hreyo of Yorktown Heights and 
Christine Umbro of Danbury, 

CT. She is also survived by eight 
grandchildren, Dawn Marie, Stacy, 
Peter, Melissa, Tanya, Christine, 
Michael and Matthew and two great 
grandchildren, Gary and Nicole 
and three nieces and nephews in 
the Ukraine. She was predeceased 
by her son, Raymond who died in 
1987; a brother, Ivan Ivaniuk and a 
sister, Eudokia Dolyniak. Parastas 
Services were conducted. Divine 
Liturgy was held at St. Michael’s 
Ukranian Catholic Church. Bishop 
Paul Chomnycky, OSBM officiated 
and Bishop Basil Losten served 
as homilist. Interment Holy Spirit 
Cemetery Hamptonburgh, NY. 
Donations may be made to either 
Hospice Care of Westchester 
and Putnam, 541 White Plains 
Rd., Suite 300, Tarrytown, NY 
10591, or St. Andrew’s Church at 
Holy Spirit Cemetery, 141 Sarah 
Wells Trail, Hamptonburgh, NY. 
WHALEN & BALL F.H. 168 
Park Ave., Yonkers 914-965-5488. 
 www.whalenballfh.com.

John P. Wilson, 60, of Milton, 
Delaware, formerly of Yonkers, 
passed away on October 20, 2007. 
He was born on November 11, 1946 
in Yonkers to Archibald and Helena 
Neville Wilson. John was raised 
and educated locally in Yonkers. 
He has been a Milton, DE resident 
for four years prior to that he was 
a Yonkers resident. John worked 
as a High Voltage Lineman for 
Con Edison for 37 years retiring in 
2002. He married his loving wife 
Mary Anne Bocchicchio on August 
10, 2002 at Sacred Heart church 
in Yonkers. John loved riding 
his Harley Davidson Motorcycle 
and traveling all over with his 
wife. He loved dancing. He was 
a life long Boston Red Sox fan. 
John is predeceased by a brother 
Archibald. He is survived by his 
loving wife Mary Anne of Milton, 
Delaware, his beloved son Scott 
Wilson of Mahopac, his caring step 
daughters Shanon Feeney and her 
husband Timothy of Elmsford, NY, 
Doniele Haggerty of Yonkers, his 
cherished grandson Declan Feeney, 
his beloved sister Lynda Wilson 
of Yonkers. Also surviving are his 
nieces Heather Wilson McGill, 
Nanci Wilson and his three cousins 
Diane Eugenio, Barbara Hidalgo 
and Joan Monk. A Mass of Christian 
Burial was held at the Sacred Heart 
church in Yonkers followed by 
interment at Mt. Hope Cemetery. 
In lieu of flowers, donations can 
be made in John’s memory to the 
Delaware Hospice, 3515 Silverside 
Road, Wilmington, DE 19810. 
WHALEN & BALL F.H. 168 Park 
Ave., Yonkers 914-965-5488
 www.whalenballfh.com.

   With rising costs, outsourced 
jobs and a struggling economy, 
the American middle class is 
feeling the squeeze. But new green 
opportunities across every business 
sector may provide the well-paying 
manufacturing, management and 
entrepreneurial opportunities 
needed to bring security to 
American workers. E Magazine’s 
November/December 2007 issue 
(now posted at: www.emagazine.
com and sporting a Lisa Simpson 
cover cartooned for E by The 
Simpsons) looks at the possibilities 
for this new “green collar” economy.  
   The fate of the Green Jobs Act is 
dependent on enactment of federal 
energy legislation, which is stalled 
as House and Senate conferees 
attempt to reconcile their versions 
of the bill, which also faces a veto 
threat from President Bush. The 
Green Jobs Act includes $125 
million that would be set aside for 
job training in renewable energy, 
energy efficient vehicles and green 
building, $25 million of which is 
earmarked specifically for those 
most difficult to hire, including at-
risk youths, former inmates and 
welfare recipients. Bernie Sanders’ 
(D-VT) and Hillary Clinton’s (D-
NY) Energy Savings Act of 2007 
in the Senate allows for $100 
million in training for “green collar 
jobs,” but is not geared specifically 
toward low-income Americans. 
   Says Van Jones of the Ella Baker 
Center for Human Rights, “The 
work of saving the polar bears and 
poor kids is the same work. If we 
give the jobs to the people who most 
need them, we solve two problems.”  
   In the upper tiers of the business 

EarthTalk: Can Sustainable Jobs Save the American Middle 
Class?

The New “Green Collar” Economy 

Written by E – The Environmental Magazine

world, CEOs and other top-level 
employees are already “entering 
the environmental field in droves,” 
says Rona Fried, founder and 
president of SustainableBusiness.
com, which includes a “Green 
Dream Jobs” online directory. 
   Existing environmental managers 
at companies are being upgraded 
in terms of status, according to 
Dan Esty, director of the Center 
for Business and Environment 
at Yale University. “There are 
many more jobs today focused 
at managing the business-
environmental interface,” he says.  
   The future of employment in the 
U.S. is looking increasingly green. 
Kate Gordon, Program Director 
for the Apollo Alliance, a nonprofit 
that strives for American energy 
independence through an ambitious 
investment plan for sustainable 
energy sources over the next decade, 
says, “There’s been a wholesale 
loss of manufacturing jobs, which 
are union-protected, high skills 
jobs. But with wind turbines, solar 
panels and energy efficient retrofits-
there’s a whole world of green 
jobs. It’s pretty exciting if you can 
harness it.”
 
 E Magazine’s 10 Industries 
with Great Green Potential:  
1) Green Tourism and Travel 
2) Green Building  
3) Alternative Health Care  
4) Renewable Energy 
5) Environmental Law 
6) Environmental Education 
7) Information Technology 
8) Planning and Land Use 
9) Corporate Social Responsibility 
10) Organic Food and Farming

DOBBS FERRY, NY -- On 
Saturday, November 17, Tot 
Shabbat and Kiddush Kids will 
take place at the Greenburgh 
Hebrew Center. Tot Shabbat, which 
will start at 9:30 am and will end 
approximately at 10:00 pm  (earlier 
than usual), is designed for children 
ages 0 – 5, accompanied by their 
parents.  Kiddush Kids, for children 
in grades K-2, also accompanied 
by parents, starts at 11:00 am.  
Both Tot Shabbat and Kiddush 
Kids will be followed by a special 
Kiddush for adults and children.   
   Greenburgh Hebrew Center is 
located at 515 Broadway, Dobbs 
Ferry, NY 10522

For additional information, call 
the GHC office at 693-4260 or 

693-5121.  Website is 
www.g-h-c.org.

Tot Shabbat 
and 

Kiddush 
Kids
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Yonkers, New York

7$
Right Here  Right Now

Billion
in Development

Come Grow With Us
Did you know that $7 billion in development proj-

ects are happening right here, right now in Yonkers? 

The City of Yonkers features some of the broadest 

urban redevelopment plans in the New York Metro 

Area and is on the cutting edge of commercial, em-

ployment and investment opportunities for busi-

nesses just like yours. These exciting opportunities 

have been made possible by the Yonkers IDA.

We’re Here To Help
We offer qualified projects financial incentives in the 

form of sales and mortgage tax exemptions, real 

property tax abatments and tax exempt bonds.

Make Yonkers Your Next Stop
Call Ellen Lynch today!

470 Nepperhan Avenue, Suite 200
Yonkers, NY 10701

Phone (914) 509-8651
Fax (914) 509-8650

info@YonkersIDA.com

Mayor Phil Amicone, Chairman
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