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THE BRONX, NY-- In an historic 
collaboration, the first of its kind in 
New York State, Deputy Democratic 
Leader, State Senator Jeff Klein 
and Countrywide unveiled a major 
new initiative to connect at risk 
borrowers afflicted by the crisis in the 

MOUNT VERNON, NY -- 
Mayor Ernest D. Davis, Police 

Washington, DC 
November 14, 2007 
As Prepared for Delivery
 
   Over the last two months, I have 
been advancing 
a proposal that 
I believe would 
improve the safety 
and security of the 
people of my state 
by addressing 
the fact that New 
York is home 
to one million 
u n d o c u m e n t e d 
i m m i g r a n t s , 
many of whom 
are driving on our 
roads unlicensed. 
After serious 
deliberation and 
c o n s u l t a t i o n 
with people I 
respect on all sides of this issue, 
I have concluded that New 
York State cannot successfully 

The Hezitorial

   Election Day results were resolute 
regarding the Yonkers City Council. 
Returning to the Lair is Majority 
Leader Pat “Oh!” McDow-D, 
representing District 1, and John 
“Murky” Murtagh-R, representing 
District 5. Yonkers City Councilman 
Dennis Robertson, having abdicated 
his seat to challenge the victorious 
Mayor “Downtown Phil” Amicone, 
has found his present constituency 
has chosen Joan Gronowski-D, to 
represent District 3, from January 
1, 2008 onward. 
   The Yonkers City Council “Lair” 
has a staggered election challenge 
sequence process. Two years hence, 
Sandy Annabi-D, representing 
District 2, “Liam the Lionhearted” 
McLaughlin-R, representing 
District 4, and Dee Barbato-R, 
representing District 6, will be 
term-limited; opening the way for 
a change to the present demeanor 
of the “Lair.” 2009 will also have 
Yonkers City Council President 
“Chuck the Liar” Lesnick up for re-
election. 
   The Yonkers City Council “Lair” 
has encountered a seismic change 
on the political Richter scale. Joan 
Gronowski has been insinuated into 
the mix by John Q. Public, and his 
wife Mary. Each within the Yonkers 
City Council “Lair” instinctively 
knew there would be no time to 
tarry.  At stake were many issues. 
For some, Yonkers was the 

NEW YORK, NY—Laura Bush, 
First Lady of the United States and 
Honorary Chair of the Preserve 
America initiative, last week 
presented Maureen Festi, a fifth 
grade teacher at Stafford Elementary 
School in Stafford Springs, 
Connecticut, the 2007 Preserve 

PURCHASE, NY -- President 
George W. Bush announced that 
Roy R. Neuberger, 104, one of 
America’s foremost art patrons 
and philanthropists, and founder 
of the Neuberger Museum of Art 
| Purchase College, has won the 
2007 National Medal of Arts. The 
President presented the award on 
Thursday, November 15, 2007 
in an East Room ceremony. The 
President was joined by First Lady 
Laura Bush, Mrs. Lynne Cheney, 

   On October 16, 2007 Major 
League Baseball (MLB) struck out 
for the second time in its pursuit to 
limit and essentially monopolize 
the Fantasy League business which 
utilizes statistical information 
associated with MLB players’ 
names. 
   While this did get some coverage 
in the mainstream press, the ultimate 
impact of such a decision impacts 

Klein Keeps Families 
“Home for the Holidays” 
Major Initiative with Countrywide to Help 

Homeowners Avoid Foreclosure 

MVPD Graduate Third 
K-9 Officer 

In Honor of Inspector Frank J. Mascari 
Killed in the Line of Duty August 11, 1948

Mount Vernon K-9 Officer graduates: (L to R) Sito, Massy and BC.

Commissioner David E. Chong, 

mortgage market to Countrywide 
Home Retention Specialists and 
make loan modifications to their 
mortgages, keeping families out of 
foreclosure.
   Together, Countrywide and 

see Klein Pg. 6

Remarks by  
Governor Eliot Spitzer

address this problem on its own. 
I am announcing today that I 
am withdrawing my proposal.  
   Here in our nation’s capital, I 
wanted to talk briefly about the 

failed federal 
i m m i g r a t i o n 
policy and what 
that has meant 
for states like 
New York.  
   I suggest to you 
what everyone 
already knows. 
The federal 
government has 
lost control of 
its borders, has 
allowed millions 
of undocumented 
i m m i g r a n t s 
to enter our 
country, and now 
has no solution 

to deal with it.  

The Yonkers City Council  
“Lair” by Layers

By Hezi Aris

ultimate concern, while for others 
political survival superseded all 
else. At stake are the majority and 
minority leadership posts and their 
commensurate $3,000 per annum 
remuneration and staff.
   First to make his case was ”Chuck 
the Liar.” He is attempting to 
adroitly charm Joan Gronowski 
to take sides. The lithe Joan 
Gronowski has smartly kept her 
options open while “Chuck the 

Liar,” under direction by “Liam the 
Lionhearted” for almost a year now, 
has tipped his hand in deference to 
his master, “Liam the Lionhearted.” 
It seems that “Chuck the Liar,” 
crystal ball in hand, with only the 
conjured vision of “Merlin the 
Magician” by his side, has deduced 
that Dee Barbato and John “Murky” 
Murtagh, denied re-election to the 
“Lair” by term-limit restictions 
would garner extra clout by gaining 

   The issue of accusations of 
police brutality by members of 
the Yonkers Police 
Department was 
a prominent topic 
in the local media 
this past summer.  
This coverage was 
highlighted by the 
a n n o u n c e m e n t 
in late August 
of a Department 
of Justice 
investigation into 
claims of systemic 
excessive force 
and discriminatory 
policing by the YPD.  This agency 
is fully cooperating with this 
inquiry. 
   As expected in a free society 
such as ours, News 12 extensively 
covered this issue.  The public 
certainly has the right to know of 
any and all matters of concern.  
In addition, the police have an 
obligation to work with the media 
to keep the community informed.  
Also, unless engaged in editorial 
commentary, the media is required to 
report the news fairly without a hint 
of bias, opinion or sensationalism.  
This is the basis of journalistic 
integrity.  Moreover, there should 
be a cooperative relationship 
between the media and the police.  
When this occurs, the public is the  

“Fair and Balanced 
Media Coverage?”

By Edmund Hartnett,
Yonkers Police Commissioner

primary beneficiary. 
   During the height of the coverage 

of the issue of 
allegations of abuse 
by the YPD, it was 
noted that News 
12 was misusing 
file footage 
when covering 
stories involving 
a l l e g a t i o n s 
against the police.  
Specifically, there 
were at least 
two examples 
of misused file 

footage.  Typically, 
the segment was shown in the 
following manner:   When the 
reporter would announce a story 
on allegations of police abuse, the 
screen would show a YPD radio car 
parked adjacent to crime scene tape 
by the KFC restaurant on Nepperhan 
Avenue.  Once concluded, they 
would then show file footage of 
an African American male with an 
apparent head injury on the ground 
being handcuffed.  The problem 
with both of these segments is that 
neither has anything to do with 
allegations against the YPD. 
   The first segment filmed at 
the KFC restaurant was filmed 
in October 2006.  It was in the 

see Fair and Balanced Pg. 2

Laura Bush Presents 
2007 Preserve America 
History Teacher of the 

Year Award

(L to R) Laura Bush, First Lady of the United States and Honorary Chair 
of the Preserve America initiative, Maureen Festi, 2007 Preserve America 

History Teacher of the Year Award winner.

America History Teacher of the 
Year Award during a ceremony held 
at the Museum of the City of New 
York. “Ms. Festi taught her kids to 
look for history around them,” Mrs. 
Bush said in her introduction of the 

President George W. Bush 
Presents Roy R. Neuberger 

with 2007 
National Medal of Arts

Longtime Arts Patron and Philanthropist

Dana Gioia, Chairperson, National 
Endowment for the Arts, and Dr. 
Bruce Cole, Chairperson, National 
Endowment for the Humanities.
    “The award is the long overdue 
national recognition and celebration 
of Neuberger Museum of Art’s 
founding patron, Roy R. Neuberger, 
one of America’s greatest collectors 
and philanthropists,” said Thom 
Collins, Director of the Neuberger 

MLB’s 
Fantasy to 

Monopolize 
Suffers 
Another 

Blow
By Diane M. Grassi

see MLB Pg. 8

the title of minority leader. In order 
to keep Dee and “Murky” at bay, 
“Lesnick the Lair” is hoping to 
be recognized for doing the “right 
thing” by “Liam the Lionhearted,” 
and not to be discernible to Dee 
and “Murky.” It seems “Murky” is 
smarting at the fact that “Chuck the 
Liar,” an agenda driven state and 
national Democrat operative has 
any say regarding the “top-dog” 
on the Republican side of the now, 
visually divided, political aisle. 
   The irrepressible “Lesnick the 
Liar,” adept at creating little notice 
besides derision and ridicule, 
believes his shenanigans speak to 
his political acumen. His antics 
have most recently irked the ire 
of Councilmember Sandy Annabi; 
when he attempted to usurp her 
authority despite his antics in the 
closet with members of PurserPark.
org vis-à-vis Mayor “Downtown 
Phil” Amicone and Habitat for 
Humanities’ Westchester Director 
Jim “Kill or Ran.”  Annabi 
demonstrated her ire by crushing the 
paper upon which “Lesnick the Liar” 
delineated 10 postulates he wanted 
inserted into a communication 
that would seem to have cornered 
“Downtown Phil”  into acquiescing 
to community concerns while in 
reality permitting “Downtown Phil” 
to bolt at the additional “demands” 
to which he had not previously 

Happy Thanksgiving!
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On the 
Level 

with Hezi Aris on 
WVOX-1460  

AM Radio

By
Zuri A. Stanback
 www.urbanshout.com

NEW ROCHELLE, NY – Listen 
to the On the Level with Hezi Aris 
call-in program on WVOX-1460 
AM radio this and every Tuesday. 
The show is heard live by way of 
streaming audio technology on your 
computer, from 10:00 am through 
11:00 am. 
   For those who can’t get enough 
radio, consider listening to Hezi 
Aris this Thursday, November 22nd, 
at 8:30 am, as he discusses events 
impacting Westchester politics 
with Bob Marrone, host of Good 
Morning, Westchester. Join Bob 
Marrone every day from 6:00 am 
through 9:00 am during your daily 
commute from Monday through 
Friday.
   The call-in talk show format 
invites your perspective; share your 
thoughts. Call us at 914-636-0110. 
Those who call are asked to please 
stay on topic.

From Page 1

Thank You to Voters

   I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank the voters of the 3rd 
District in Yonkers for their support, 
encouragement, input and heartfelt 
wishes.  The road to this victory 
was certainly a long one, starting 
with the Democratic Convention in 
April, Democratic Primary Election 

Letters to the Editor
in September, and near “cliff-
hanger” November election.  Mine 
was truly a grass-roots campaign.  
Although I had little more than 
a handful of supporters through 
most of this journey, they were the 
cream of the crop and they believed 
in me.  I couldn’t have done it 
without them.   I also extend my 
congratulations to Richard Halevy.  
Our campaigns focused on the 

issues and never took the low road, 
as some campaigns often do. 
   I look forward to the start of 
my term in January, and hope to 
contribute towards Civil Service 
reform, the establishment of a Master 
Plan for Development, a return 
to equally funded neighborhood 
schools, an end to school busing, 
and a continued policy of open 
and accessible government which 

does not undermine Freedom of 
Information requests.   
   Please accept my gratitude and 
wishes for a Happy Thanksgiving. 

Joan Gronowski 

The author is the Yonkers City 
Councilmember-elect to the 3rd 
District

agreed. Annabi effectively crushed 
“Chuck the Liar’s” paper; he 
became lamer as the evening’s 
Real Estate Committee Meeting 
continued to evoke challenging and 
condescending stares all around. 
Shrinking into place, “Lesnick 
the Liar” would not challenge the 
offended Councilmember Annabi 
that night. Majority Leader Pat 
“Oh!” McDow’s request of “Chuck 
the Liar” to include her demands 
to “Downtown Phil” were never to 
be written onto the crushed “list of 
demands.”

The Yonkers City Council “Lair” by Layers
   It does seem as though Joan 
Gronowski is being made most 
inclusively comfortable by Annabi, 
Dee, and “Murky.” If that is so, 
Dee is likely to emerge as the next 
Minority Leader of the “Lair.”
   Pat “Oh!” McDow is not happy 
with “Chuck the Liar,” because of 
his impotent attempt to push the 
“Living Wage Legislation” to a 
second vote when a 5-2 “veto-proof” 
passage of the legislation was never 
assured. It did in fact only earn a 4-
3 majority and will likely receive a 
mayoral veto. Worse still, “Chuck 

the Liar” claimed Pat “Oh!” McDow 
would show at the afternoon press 
conference promoting the Living 
Wage Legislation for a second time 
when there are email proofs, attested 
to by Ken Jenkins, that Pat “Oh!” 
McDow advised “Chuck the Liar” 
she could not attend. “Chuck the 
Liar” is now on the skids with the 
Yonkers Democratic Committee. 
He has fallen off the top shelf and is 
fast sliding beyond the second level, 
skidding with ever-quickening 
speed into political oblivion.
    Who will team with Pat “Oh!” 

McDow? Will it be “Liam the 
Lionhearted” and “Chuck the 
Liar?” 
   Cheers are likely to be heard in 
toast of Dee to Minority Leader of 
the Lair; the Majority Leader of the 
Yonkers City Council Lair must be 
placed in trust of the most senior 
member, Councilmember Sandy 
Annabi. 
   Cin Cin. Salut, Bottoms Up!

   If you and others like you were 
the only people newspapers had to 
be concerned about, there would 
be little reason for my talk. You 
are readers, hooked on the news, 
educated and brought up and 
matured to understand the value of 
a free press in a free society, warts 
and all in both establishments. An 
imperfect world for both, but what 
would be the alternative?
   And therein the great danger that 
lies ahead, simply because they 
are readers and so many others, 
especially a growing number of 
younger people, are not. 
   Since printing began and the 
first sheets of paper brought news 
to individuals, private companies 
could count on people to buy 
enough dailies and weeklies to 
keep the print profession going; 
to support advertisers; to hold 
circulation stable. Now there are 
too few of these print readers.  
   The Computer Age and the 
Internet, the MP3 Player, the I-
Pod, the Blackberry, the cell phone, 
video games, I-Max and the many 
morphings of television all snatch 
concentration time away from 
people, who seem busier than ever 

The Column Rule
The Challenge for Newspapers

By Arthur H. Gunther III

with seemingly endless schedules. 
There are fewer lunches spent 
with a newspaper; fewer evenings 
after dinner in an easy chair with 
the editorial page or columnists; 
fewer open pages of The Daily This 
or That spread across the kitchen 
table. 
Now it’s to the constantly-on 
computer and Yahoo or Ask.com 
or Google and search engines. In 
milliseconds, much information. 
News is read in headlines and 
short paragraphs, barely digested, 
understood even less. Photographs 
and other images steal viewer time, 
reducing the brain’s saturated word 
count. 
   This means fewer newspapers 
sold, putting some out of business. 
What were once cash-cow 
businesses that left the newsroom to 
do its job without interference are 
profit-driven companies that enact 
cuts everywhere and which call 
their papers “products” that require 
front office managing by non-
newspapermen so as to guarantee 
the bottom line. Once the city 
room was a church, left unsullied 
by businessmen who could never 
understand that type anyway. But 

they made money for the bosses. 
Now they don’t make enough.
   More than ever, newspapers are 
decided by profit and that affects 
what to cover; how deeply reporting 
goes; how thorough the editing is; 
and whether the traditional “who, 
what, when, where, how and why” 
of journalism will continue as creed 
or whether one or two of the pillars 
of fact gathering fall to cost-cutting, 
thereby weakening the story and 
journalism itself. 
   The Computer Age, with its great 
but flawed ability to offer “facts” and 
commentary so quickly; to spread 
such information around the globe; 

and to keep it in reference form that 
can out the wrong-doers presents 
an opportunity to add to individual 
knowledge and so empower him 
or her to self-educate. And since 
education leads to questioning, the 
hope is that the Internet’s ever more 
vast store of words, data and images 
will make our younger people more 
like the newspaper readers of other 
years -- those who question, those 
who think. 
   So, the “challenge” for newspapers 
is really a challenge for that media 
and those who design and manage 
electronics to present information 
in such a way as to make the reader 
interactive, to want more details, to 
then ask questions in e-mail letters, 
in Internet forums and blogs. 
   There will always be a thirst for 
information. Humans have craved 
news since the first of us scrawled 
something on a rock wall. And 
businessmen will always want to 
make a profit. If they can do that in 
the information delivery business, 
fine. Might even make some of 
them feel a lofty goal is being met.  
   What we readers must do, whether 
we are the kind who grew up with 
three newspapers a day in the 

house seven days a week or if we 
are online perusers of news, is to 
support the information delivery 
financially. Twenty years ago, it 
cost us 25 cents to buy a chock-
filled daily. Today it takes a bit of 
electricity, investment in a modern 
computer and a monthly Internet 
charge to access a zillion bits and 
pieces of news and other data. 
   The “who, what, when, where, why 
and how” still must be demanded.  
We must read, in print or online, 
then question, then react. And most 
of all, if there is no “why” or “how,” 
if any key word in the pursuit of a 
free and open press is missing, we 
must let the bean counters in the 
media know. 
   Otherwise the free press will lose 
the ammunition it needs to keep us 
safe from individuals and groups 
seeking to control the information 
flow for their own anti-democratic 
purposes. 

Art Gunther is a retired 
newspaperman. Visit him for more 
thoughts and commentary at his 

website:
 http://www.thecolumnrule.com/

aftermath of a homicide.  A known 
Bloods gang member shot and 
killed a Yonkers man, possibly in 
a case of mistaken identity.  What 
does this tragic incident have to do 
with allegations of police brutality?  
Why would News 12, whose slogan 
is “As local as local news gets.”, 
continually show this footage?  
What about the victim’s family?  
Why should they have these painful 
memories constantly dredged up 
for the sake of sensationalism?  
While the YPD Detective Division 
worked diligently on this case and 
eventually arrested the murderer, it 

“Fair and Balanced Media Coverage?”

was totally unnecessary for News 
12 to treat the victim’s family in 
this callous and shabby manner. 
   The second example is equally 
outrageous.  The incident depicting 
the African American male with the 
head injury being arrested did not 
occur in Yonkers.  It is coverage 
of an arrest being made in Queens, 
New York at the scene of the Sean 
Bell shooting in November 2006.  
What does this arrest have to do 
with Yonkers or the Yonkers Police 
Department?  Why would News 
12 apparently attempt to delude 
its audience by implying that the 

suspect being handcuffed was the 
victim of police brutality inflicted 
upon him by the YPD?  The segment 
was carefully crafted to eliminate 
showing marked NYPD radio cars 
parked at the scene.  Is News 12 
intentionally deceiving its viewers?  
Or is it merely poor reporting? 
   To make matters worse, when we 
noticed that News 12 was engaging 
in this misuse of file footage at the 
expense of the YPD, First Deputy 
Chief Charles Gardner and I met 
with the station’s two anchors, 
Ms. Janine Rose and Mr. Brian 
Conybeare at their headquarters 

approximately two months ago.  
They each agreed that both segments 
were inappropriate.  Mr. Conybeare 
stated that he, too, realized that 
the footage was from the Sean 
Bell shooting.  He expressed his 
outrage that his instructions to 
cease showing this footage had not 
been followed by his staffers.  In 
addition, the Chief and I expressed 
our concern that, in general, much 
of the News 12 coverage seems to 
be slanted against the police.  Ms. 
Rose emphatically stated that the 
station does not have a bias against 
the Yonkers Police Department.  

Both anchors assured us that both 
segments would no longer be shown 
when covering stories of allegations 
against the police.  They said that 
these segments would be purged 
from their computer system. 
   Unfortunately, these assurances 
were short-lived.  While, thankfully, 
News 12 has stopped showing 
the KFC homicide file footage, 
the Sean Bell shooting footage 
was resurrected last weekend in 
relation to a follow up story on 
the aforementioned Department of 
Justice investigation. 

see Fair and Balanced Pg. 3

http://WVOX.com
http://WVOX.com
http://www.thecolumnrule.com/
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Checkmated by Greed
By Bob Weir

The Overlooked Flip Side of Thanksgiving
 

By Joe Klock, Sr

   In a subsequent telephone 
conversation with Ms. Rose, I 
once again expressed my dismay 
that the public is being misled 
and that the YPD is being unfairly 
portrayed by this seemingly biased 
coverage.  She attributed the 
continued showing of the Sean Bell 
scene to an inexperienced editor 
and problems with the network’s 
computer system.  I advised her that 
this explanation was questionable.  
I strongly recommended that the 

“Fair and Balanced Media Coverage?”
station issue an on-the-air apology 
to the public and to the YPD.  I 
insisted that the News 12 “come 
clean”; i.e., that they admit that 
they have continually and willfully 
used misleading file footage 
when covering stories involving 
allegations of misconduct by YPD 
members. 
   During the News 12 Yonkers 
Edition broadcast later that day, 
Mr. Conybeare made a passing 
reference to the issue.  He did not 

issue an apology.  He described 
it as a “clarification.”  He stated 
that the use of the inappropriate 
and inaccurate file footage was 
“inadvertent”, not intentional.  He 
implied that it only happened once.  
Mr. Conybeare did not admit that 
the station has been engaging in 
this practice for an extended period 
of time. 
   Simply put, Mr. Conybeare’s 
“clarification” was unacceptable.  
News 12 has done a disservice 

to the men and women of the 
Yonkers Police Department.  More 
importantly, by engaging in practices 
that are intentionally misleading, 
it is my opinion that News 12 
has violated the public trust.  The 
community relies heavily on the 
local television, print and internet 
media to provide accurate, timely, 
intelligent and unbiased coverage 
of news and issues that affect them 
and their families.  Substance 
should always take precedence over 

sensationalism. 
   As police officers, we expect to 
be held to a higher standard.  We 
understand that we operate in the 
public spectrum and are therefore 
subject to intense scrutiny.  It 
comes with the territory.  We also 
fully understand the public’s right 
to know.  Throughout my tenure as 
Police Commissioner, the Yonkers 
Police Department has had a very 
open and cooperative media policy.  
However, we reserve the right to 

express our concern and outrage 
when a media outlet engages in 
misleading, inaccurate and/or 
contrived coverage of issues that 
affect the city or the police.  “As 
local as local news gets”?  The 
public and the police deserve 
better.  

   What is it about money that causes 
some people to grow horns and 
carry a pitchfork? Have you ever 
known anyone like that? Several 
years ago I was a part owner of a 
legal services business. One of my 
partners was a top attorney on Long 
Island and the other was a highly-
paid CPA at a firm in Manhattan. 
My expertise was in network 
marketing and public speaking. 
Together, the 3 of us organized a 
business that allowed people to pay 
a monthly fee for an assortment of 
legal services from law firms within 
their zip codes. After many months 
of preparation, we were ready to 
incorporate. We decided to give 
each of us a title, but we would all 
be equal when it came to making 
decisions affecting the success of 
the business. 
   We decided that the attorney would 
be Chairman of the Board, the CPA 

would be President and I would be 
the Veep. Well, we had thousands of 
brochures printed, video tapes made 
and newspaper ads published as we 
prepared to launch. We kicked off 
our first seminar in one of the ritzy 
hotels in Manhattan and by the time 
I got up to speak, the huge ballroom 
was wall to wall with prospective 
clients. I outlined the marketing 
advantages before turning the mike 
over to my partners, who provided 
the nuts and bolts of the legal 
formula. We must have signed up 
over 200 people that first night. A 
few days later we were at another 
major hotel and recruitment more 
than doubled. Within a few months 
we knew we had succeeded in 
cultivating a money tree.  
   Our clients were happy with the 
services; the lawyers were happy 
with the abundance of new clients; 
our marketers were giddy with the 

income they were 
receiving and we 
were raking it in 
at our office. We 
couldn’t have 
imagined it would 
be that lucrative 
in so short a time. 
Although each of 
us was doing well 
financially, this appeared to be the 
ticket to a new level of prosperity. 
Then, something happened that 
sowed the seeds of our destruction. 
One of my partners, the CPA, began 
turning in four-figure expense 
vouchers. Although I had known 
him for over ten years and knew he 
was a bombastic, fun-loving party 
guy, I always thought he would put 
business first. However, after some 
of those hotel meetings, while my 
other partner and I were headed 
home, he had been going to the 

bar and buying 
drinks for a 
sizeable segment 
of the seminar 
attendees.    
   When we 
a p p r o a c h e d 
him about 
his profligate 
spending, we 

began to see the metamorphosis 
that was taking place. He told us 
that “he” was the president and 
“he” would make those decisions 
without interference from us. 
When we reminded him that 
we voluntarily agreed on those 
positions but had made it clear 
that we all had an equal say, he 
rejected our plea to be reasonable. 
His intractable behavior resulted in 
some loud and ugly scenes in our 
office. I couldn’t believe this was 
the same guy I thought I knew. He 

seemed obsessed with power and 
greed, like someone whose soul 
had been claimed by the devil. One 
night, when he was playing the role 
of big shot raconteur at a bar in a 
hotel lobby, I watched as he lit a 
cigarette (not even a cigar) with a 
fifty-dollar bill.  
Since he was incapable of reason, 
my other partner and I called a board 
meeting to replace him as president. 
When he got word of our plans, he 
showed up with an attorney. As a 
measure of this guy’s temerity, he 
was using an attorney from our 
list of providers. Nevertheless, we 
conducted the meeting, had minutes 
taken, and I was elected to replace 
him. Unable to deal with his sudden 
diminution of power, he filed a 
frivolous lawsuit against us and 
went to the media to announce it. He 
knew very well that such negative 
publicity would be anathema to our 

business and, if he couldn’t have it 
his way, he’d rather destroy it.  
   Soon afterward, clients and 
providers began bailing out of the 
network. The business ultimately 
collapsed and the dream died. My 
erstwhile partner had a serious flaw 
in his character; he couldn’t handle 
success with any degree of maturity. 
He never had another opportunity; he 
died broke a few years later. People 
who obtain power, either through 
political influence or money, often 
become victims of their own super-
sized egos. They seek to manipulate 
people like pawns on a chess board, 
while they, in their blind ambition, 
end up checkmated. 

Bob Weir is a contributing 
columnist to Yonkers Tribune 

and Westchester Times Tribune.  
BobWeir777@aol.com.

   In 1789, when it was still 
fashionable for government 
spokesguys to publicly engage in 
deific dialogue, President George 
Washington set aside a day on which 
Americans were asked to give thanks 
to God for their blessings. He (God, 
that is) was yet to become a political 
pariah in this heaven-rescued land. 
   That event formalized a practice 
earlier celebrated by the Pilgrims and 
their successors to express gratitude 
for their harvests and, presumably, 
their survival of another year in 
the rather challenging New World. 
   It was some 75 years later that 
Abraham Lincoln designated 
the last Thursday of November 
as Thanksgiving Day, citing 
“Almighty God” as the source of 
everything that a strife-torn nation 
ought nevertheless to be grateful 
for. He, too, danced around the 
separation of God and State that 
later became de rigueur, at least 
among some modern constitutional 
scholars and militant atheists. 

   Not until the tenure of Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt, another 75 
years later, was Thanksgiving 
(again officially to God) declared a 
national holiday and nudged back to 
the fourth Thursday of the eleventh 
month - this for no more spiritual 
a reason than extension of the 
Christmas shopping season. (That 
might have been the beginning of a 
decline in the “G” figure’s influence 
on our year-ending holidays.) 
   Among the more bizarre, albeit 
politically correct, ceremonies 
now involving our presidents - and 
ignoring the formerly focal Deity - is 
the annual “pardoning” of a symbolic 
turkey at the White House, sparing 
that fortunate fowl from almost 
certain decapitation, defoliation, 
partial cremation, complete 
dismemberment and eventual 
consumption by non-vegan humans. 
   Aside: The presidential power 
of the pardon is also exercised 
quadrennially to forgive a few less-
likely-to-be-innocent turkeys during 

the last days of a 
Commutat ioner-
In-Chief’s tenancy 
on Pennsylvania 
Avenue. It is one of 
the quaint customs 
in our District of 
Calumny which 
defy explanation 
and denigrate 
the concept of 
true justice. 
   Where were 
we? Oh, yes... 
   The traditional rituals of 
Thanksgiving, while now 
augmented by football games, 
parades, morbidly obese 
newspapers and spectacular retail 
sale-a-thons, are still dominated by 
social gatherings at which we re-
bond with kith and kin, challenge 
the limits of our gastrointestinal 
capacities and, hopefully above all, 
pause to be grateful for our personal 
and group harvests of good gettings. 
   The principal focuses (“foci” may 

be a more proper 
word, but it sure 
sounds improper, 
doesn’t it?) of our 
gratitude tend to 
be such undeniable 
boons as the people 
we love, the 
people who love 
us, our physical 
comforts, wasting 
assets, available 
d i v e r s i o n s , 
affordable luxuries, 

pets, pals and personal perks. 
   Add to these our faith and/or 
hope, happy memories and pleasant 
prospects, as well as the freedom we 
Americans uniquely enjoy, too often 
abuse and usually take for granted. 
   It is on the last item listed that 
this opusette shall dwell forthwith 
(well, maybe fifthwith by now). 
   If a review of our blessings 
ever erodes to “yada-yada-yada” 
during a Turkey Day invocation, 
we need only ponder the bullets 

we’ve probably dodged since the 
last such festive engorgement. 
   You may not (probably will not) 
relate to all of the following items, 
but enough of them will hit home 
to intensify your feeling of warmth 
and wellness even if your cup 
runneth somewhat under its fullest 
capacity, your net worth is situated 
well South of Bill Gatesville, there 
are warts on the complexion of 
your life and there is a daunting 
gap between your dream world and 
the one to which you awaken daily: 
   By and large, we in America are 
free from such scourges as hunger, 
despair, persecution, the fear of 
physical harm, pervasive loneliness, 
lack of shelter from the elements, 
inescapable poverty, widespread 
violence, truly brutal governance 
and a future of guaranteed misery. 
   There is no other place on 
this troubled planet where 
almost everyone is spared 
those kinds of social pestilence. 
   Have we a latter-day Eden? 

Surely not - and surely we march 
in a personal parade on which 
rain will occasionally - and 
sometimes persistently - fall. 
   But we need only do the math - 
adding up not only those blessings 
we take for granted, but also the 
slings and arrows of outraged fortune 
which we are spared - missiles 
which most people in the rest of the 
world must accept as a daily diet. 
   The good stuff we enjoy 
is enhanced by the bad stuff 
we are not forced to endure. 
   If your glass is less than half full, 
toss in some of those dodged bullets 
- and drink up. This round’s on me! 
   
Freelance wordworker Joe Klock, 

Sr. (joeklock@aol.com) is a 
winter Floridian who summers 
in New Hampshire. More of his 
“Klockwork,” can be found at 

www.joeklock.com.

   I can only speak personally; I’m 
exhausted with the presidential 
race, and it’s got another year to go. 
Presidential election fatigue has set 
in. However each of the candidates 
is clamoring over one other to gain 
and garner favored endorsements. 
They reach out and beg to be given 
the nod from a myriad of groups. 
This week Fred Thompson got the 
anti-abortion endorsement. Several 
weeks ago Hillary Clinton won 
the presidential endorsement of 
the American Federation of State, 
County and Municipal Employees. 
Each candidate is striving to gather 
as many of these endorsements as 
possible. In a way it’s like a long 
Halloween, in that whoever gets 
the most nods in their basket wins. 
Elected senators and congress 
members also get in on the act and 
cross endorse each other. There are 
even Websites that chart all of these 
political back slaps. In culinary 

Endorse Me, Endorse Me Not 
By Martin McGloin

terms, a political American stew is 
born, or perhaps its more of a pot-
luck It’s a new cottage industry.  
   What occurs on the macro level 
national scene filters down to a micro 
level locally and here in Westchester 
County the whole political process 
was awash with these claims of 
support during the recent election 
campaigns.  Endorsements have 
become part and parcel of the 
political machinery. The question 
here is should they be allowed?  
   On closer inspection how these 
endorsements work is fascinating to 
me. More often than not, many of 
these endorsers have relationships 
with those they are endorsing.  An 
endorsement is in fact a statement 
saying buy this product. In the 
political arena we are being asked 
to buy a branded image, usually 
with party political attachments. 
In the world of advertising all the 
time, celebrities endorse products 

they are trying to 
get you to buy. 
The same goes 
for those in these 
groups trying to 
get the public 
to believe one 
political product 
is superior to 
another. Vote 
for candidate A 
over candidate 
B. In some cases those dishing out 
endorsements gave approval to 
candidates whom had no history 
in relation to the particular group 
or institutions goals or aims.  
   One has to ask how democratic 
these selection events are. In 
Yonkers for example candidates are 
“interviewed” by top union brass 
who then nod their endorsement 
to whomever they like. In some 
cases not all of the candidates are 
invited into the tent to be examined. 

In other cases 
many of those 
i n t e r v i e w i n g 
the prospective 
c a n d i d a t e s 
are involved 
t h e m s e l v e s 
in the higher 
echelons of a 
party’s political 
structure. Seems 

fair? I don’t think 
so. Why are all members of these 
unions not balloted to endorse a 
candidate of their choice ? Are they 
even afforded the opportunity? Why 
are those endorsees hand picked, 
by an elected or selected few?   
   When the media endorses, a 
different dialectic is in operation. 
One expects the media, both print 
and electronic, to inform the public. 
In situations where they endorse 
political candidates in op-ed’s, 
they are telling us what to buy. 

It’s offensive. Don’t they already 
try and sell us everything from 
soup to nuts? What will they get 
in return? Instant access, exclusive 
interviews, advertisements, and 
legal announcements from a local 
government? It appears that hidden 
currencies change hand in feudal 
fashion. When you have shown 
your hand you have given the game 
away. 
   My main qualm is how can groups, 
most often municipal employees 
paid by the taxpayer be allowed to 
slap their employers on the back. 
How can you be allowed to sing the 
praises of your boss, without there 
being some quid pro-quo. As the 
saying goes, “You scratch my back. 
I’ll scratch yours.” There is an 
implied relationship when a union 
representing municipal workers 
says it supports one candidate over 
others. Will they get their reward 
if their chosen one wins? What 

happens if someone they did not 
endorse wins? Will there be political 
retribution? Most importantly, what 
will the cost be to the public? Will 
the next contract be stuffed with 
goodies?
   These endorsements should 
be outlawed altogether. They all 
have the whiff of a huge conflict 
of interest, yet few seem to mind, 
especially the political whores 
that receive them The groups and 
institutions that propagate the pat 
on the pack treat the public like 
babies. By doing so they show 
the contempt they have for their 
audiences at large. Please let me 
make up my own mind. I don’t need 
to be spoon fed. There ought to be a 
law. Politicians are you listening?  

   When the federal government 
abdicates its responsibility, states, 
cities, towns and villages still have 
to deal with the practical reality 
of that failure. And we face that 
reality every day in our schools, in 
our hospitals, and on our roads. In 
New York, that means one million 
undocumented immigrants, many 
of whom are driving without a 
license and without insurance, 
and all of whom are living in the 
shadows with no real identity.  
   While states lack the ability to fix 
our immigration laws, we do have 
the obligation to try to address some 
of their negative consequences. 
And so, many of us have tried.  
   In New York, we announced a 
comprehensive proposal to allow 
New Yorkers to choose from 
three secure licenses. This was a 
practical response to both the new 
federal travel requirements and the 

Remarks by Governor Eliot Spitzer

old federal inaction. It would have 
enabled us to keep our Upstate 
economy viable; meet the demands 
of federal travel requirements; 
make our roads safer; and bring 
more New Yorkers into the 
system, helping law enforcement 
officials fight crime and terrorism. 
   It would have restored the practice 
of licensing immigrants who do 
not have social security numbers, 
something New York had done for 
years, something eight other states 
-- both “red” and “blue” states -- do 
right now and something I continue 
to believe is principally the right 
thing to do to make our roads 
safer and our state more secure.  
   I continue to believe that my 
proposal would have improved 
an unsatisfactory situation. But 
I have listened to the legitimate 
concerns of the public and those 
who would be affected by my 

proposal, and have concluded that 
pushing forward unilaterally in 
the face of such strong opposition 
would be counterproductive.  
   Leadership is not solely about 
doing what one thinks is right. 
Leadership is also about listening 
to the public, responding to their 
concerns and knowing when 
to put aside a single divisive 
issue in favor of a larger agenda.  
   I am here today to respond 
to the vast majority of New 
Yorkers of good will who have 
heard my best case and yet still 
disagree with my proposal.  
   As New Yorkers, we respect that 
people from all over the world 
come to this country to work 
hard and to live the American 
dream, just like all four of my 
grandparents. We respect the hard 
and sometimes backbreaking work 
of those who participate daily 

in our economy. But at the same 
time we are troubled when people 
violate our immigration laws. 
   It does not take a stethoscope to 
hear the pulse of New Yorkers on 
this topic. It is also clear that, even 
if I could convince the public of the 
utility of our cause, the legislative 
process and any number of mounting 
obstacles would have prevented us 
from moving forward. The result 
would have been the defeat of 
this proposal and, even worse, a 
roadblock to solutions on so many 
important issues – like revitalizing 
our economy, lowering the cost 
of health care while improving 
quality and access; restoring 
excellence to our education system, 
and reducing property taxes. It 
is for these reasons that I will 
not move forward with this plan. 
   Indeed, a consequence of the 
federal failure is that Americans 

and New Yorkers are demanding 
a comprehensive solution. 
Piecemeal reform, even if 
practical, is unacceptable. It fails 
to address the many important, 
competing interests and values. 
I underestimated that sentiment 
in putting forward this proposal. 
   Beyond the crisis of illegal 
immigration that I have tried to 
address in some small way, please 
allow me this brief observation about 
another crisis – the crisis of political 
discourse in this country that was on 
full display these past two months. 
   While people of good faith 
opposed my plan for fair reasons, 
some partisans unleashed a 
response that has become all too 
familiar in American politics. In 
New York, forces quickly mobilized 
to prey on the public’s worst fears 
by turning what we believe is a 
practical security measure into 

a referendum on immigration. 
   Political opponents equated 
minimum-wage, undocumented 
dishwashers with Osama Bin 
Laden. Newspaper headlines 
equated a drivers’ license for an 
undocumented migrant laborers 
with a “Passport to Terror” and 
a “License to Kill.” Based on 
the New Yorkers I speak to each 
and every day, I feel confident in 
saying that this rhetoric is wildly 
out of step with mainstream values 
-- doing nothing to offer solutions 
and everything to exploit fear. 
   In his new book, political 
analyst Ron Brownstein calls this 
a crisis of “hyperpartisanship,” a 
crisis which has “unnecessarily 
inflamed our differences and 
impeded progress against our 
most pressing challenges.”  

see Governor Spitzer Pg. 4
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   Nothing reflects the result of 
hyperpartisanship more than 
the current immigration debate, 
which has become so toxic that 
anytime a practical proposal is put 
forward, it is shot down before it 
can even be weighed on its merits. 
   The consequence of this 
fear-mongering is paralysis.  
   Here are the facts:  
• Tomorrow, undocumented 
workers will not stop driving.  
• The federal government is not going 
to deport one million undocumented 
workers from New York by the 
end of this year, any more than it 
did last year or the year before.  
• And we can be sure that those 
who beat their chests the loudest 

will still have no solution at all. 
   As Attorney General, I often had 
to step into the enormous vacuum 
left by a federal government that did 
not embrace its most fundamental 
responsibilities. Whether it was 
ensuring fair play in the markets, 
protecting the environment, 
enforcing labor laws or product 
safety, time and again, the Attorney 
General’s office was forced to step 
into the void left by federal inaction. 
   As Governor, it has not been much 
different. Whether it’s health care, 
climate change, education or, in this 
case immigration, states are feeling 
the brunt of federal abdication and 
conscious neglect of a problem 
that is crying out for a solution. 

Remarks by Governor Eliot Spitzer
   But what I have learned here is that, 
while there are times when states 
should be laboratories, immigration 
is not one of them. It’s too complex 
and too macro a challenge to be 
solved by a patchwork of state 
policies. But the reality of 14 
million undocumented immigrants 
nationwide and one million in 
New York isn’t going away. So my 
challenge to the federal government 
is this: fix it. Fix the problem so the 
states won’t face the local impact. 
   With that, I look forward to getting 
back to an agenda that addresses 
the needs of all New Yorkers.  
   Thank you.

Global Warming Forum
A public forum on global warming 
and its impact on New York State 
will be held on Thursday November 
29 from 7-9 pm, at Cortlandt Town 
Hall, 1 Heady Street in Cortlandt 
Manor. NY Assemblywoman 
Sandy Galef of the 90th Assembly 
District will be moderating the 
discussion relevant to the economy, 
taxes, jobs, land use, development, 
transportation and lifestyle. Also 
to be addressed is how the actions 
of private business owners as well 
as individual consumers, can have 
significant consequences. Speakers 
include DEC Commissioner Pete 
Grannis, NRDC Director Peter 
Lehner, and EANY Director Robert 
Moore. The event is being sponsored 
by over 25 area conservation and 
environmental organizations. Info: 
914 941-1111. 

“Green” Businesses Growing in 
Peekskill 
With the need to conserve, reuse 
and recycle, the rising demand for 
ecologically-friendly products can 
be found in many stores throughout 
downtown Peekskill. Here are a 
few businesses that are making a 
difference.  
• Retrovato Consignments and 

Collectibles, 26 North Division 
Street, is a well-known source for 
vintage clothing, purses, jewelry 
and many nostalgia items. It also 
has an eclectic mix of furniture and 
accessories. Info: 914 734-2750.
• The Bruised Apple, 923 Central 
Avenue, has been selling used, rare 
and out-of-print books as well as 
records, CDs and DVDs for over 13 
years. They also have an extensive 
collection of books on the Hudson 
Valley. Info: 914 737-7000.
• The Coop, 103 South Division 
Street, is home to a wide variety of 
interesting and unusual antiques, 
collectibles, and gifts. They also 
feature a selection of one-of-a-kind 
artisan jewelry. Info: 914 737-
2194.
• Ford Piano, 15 South Division 
Street, has been rebuilding and 

refurnishing pianos for over 100 
years. Info: 914 739-1224.
• Shades of Green, Inc., 23 North 
Division Street, a garden shop and 
design studio offers many “green” 
and eco-friendly products including 
bamboo apparel, organic clothing, 
eco-goody bags, lavender essentials, 
locally grown plants and custom 
wreaths. Info: 914 737-8470.
• The Peekskill Coffee House, 101 
North Division Street, sells and 
serves fair trade coffee, locally 
baked desserts, and often has 
area musicians and artists that are 
“environmentally” friendly. Info: 
914 739-1287.
• Bongarbiz, 426 Smith Street, is a 
corporate entertainment and special 
event company headquartered in 
Peekskill, that produces “green” 
events throughout the world for 
their many national clients. Info: 
914-734-1177.

To submit information for The 
Fine Print, please send emails to 

TheFinePrintNY@verizon.net, call 
914 243-9761, or visit the www.
LisaFineCommunications.com 

Website. Lisa Fine is owner of LF 
Communications, Inc. some of 

whose clients may be mentioned on 
occasion.

What follows is a list of personal 
traits and attributes that employers 
value highly; having these traits 
will help you find a job you desire, 
keep the job, and succeed and 
advance in your career. After the 
list, a discussion of personal traits 
will help you understand how to get 
the most out of them. 

• Being motivated = Health-
conscious
• Goal oriented = Organized             
• Cooperative = Professional             
• Courteous/polite = Sense of 
humor
• Respectful = Personable and 
Sociable/Friendly
• Decisive = Helpful   
• Enthusiastic = Thorough
• Flexible and Adaptable = 
Resourceful
• Hard working = Takes direction 
well
• Honest = Willing to learn
• Tolerant = Creative
• Open-minded
• Persistent
• Punctual
• Reliable and Dependable
• Responsible
• Take initiative
• Energetic
 
   • Know yourself well; be aware of 
your strongest traits, and be able to 
provide examples of how you have 
utilized these traits and attributes 
on the job, and even in other areas 
of your life (college, community 
involvement, volunteering, etc.).  A 
perfect example would be showing 
you are Flexible and Adaptable; 
perhaps you had to learn new skills 

Personal Traits:  
A Key to Winning Job Interviews 

andSuccess on the Job
By Andy Wainer

or change your job description on 
the job.  Make a checklist before 
an interview of your best traits 
and practice discussing them with 
a friend or into a tape recorder.  A 
more complete listing of personal 
traits is available at http://www.
anselm.edu/administration/CES/
PersonalTraitsInventory.htm.  
   • Cultivate and improve yourself 
in this all-important arena of 
personal traits and attributes.  
For example, show that you are 
Goal-oriented by setting some 
clear, specific achievable goals, 
such as improving your computer 
skills, or your presentation skills, 
and working towards achieving 
them.  Another excellent example 
would be to explain that you are 
Resourceful by citing a problem 
or challenge you overcame on a 
previous job through your ability to 
find solutions in hard-to-find ways 
or places.
Here are a few good ways to 
cultivate and improve your 
personal traits:  take classes (there 
are classes, for example, on how 
to become more Organized; find a 
mentor to guide you; volunteer; read 
and study available information on 
the internet; listen to instructional 
audio books, etc.  It’s never too late 
to better yourself, and employers 
love to see employees and potential 

employees do just that.
   • Ask friends and family members 
what they think your strongest 
personal traits 
and attributes are.  Often, we are 
not aware of all of our best traits 
and attributes – nor our worst, for 
that matter! – and asking those 
who know us well can prove most 
valuable and informative.  
   • Observe others:  Observe co-
workers, supervisors, friends, 
family members, 
Neighbors, classmates, etc., to see 
their personal traits and attributes as 
models and examples.  For instance, 
on one of my first jobs I noticed that 
while my co-workers socialized on 
the job, they didn’t really socialize 
off the job.  So I took a chance and 
organized an after-work dinner 
gathering.  Many people attended, 
and we got to know each other 
in new ways, bonded more, and 
improved our team spirit – all 
of which translated to increased 
productivity on the job.   
   In conclusion, if you follow this 
advice, not only can you improve 
your job and career opportunities 
and satisfaction, you can also 
improve yourself in general, and 
there’s a lot to be said for that! 

Andy Wainer is a Career 
Counselor/Coach with his own 
business, Career-Power (www.
career-power.com) and is also 

a Career Counselor for the 
Westchester Employment Center 
in White Plains (as a Partner for 
Westchester Community College).

   Here’s more information on “box 
top” premiums: from 1948 to 1957, 
one of the most popular was the 
Lone Ranger Atomic Bomb ring, 
an adjustable ring with a two-piece 
aluminum and plastic “bomb”. 
(Wait a minute! Cowboys and 
atomic bombs?)   
   If I had to choose my own favorite 
mail-in box top premium, it would 
be the miniature license plates 
from each state. They were one-
sixth normal size, made of steel, 
and were exact detailed replicas 
of actual license plates from each 

state. During the same year the state 
license plates were released, the 
company also released 31 foreign 
license plates.  
   I remember those little license 

plates because I had one on the 
back of MY bike. With a baseball 
card attached by a clothespin to 
the wheel’s spokes, buzzing like a 
motorcycle as I peddled like crazy 
with my buddies, off we went into 
our world of imagination, armed 
with our prizes and ready to blaze 
new trails.

If you are a Baby Boomer, 
Rix Quinn needs your help! 

Please e-mail your answer to the 
following question to rixquinn@

charter.net: “What is the best part 
of being a Baby Boomer?”

HASTINGS-ON-HUDSON, NY 
– After the loss of his wonderful 
daughter Toyami Clark Paynter to 
meningitis, Tom Clark has been on 
a mission. On Saturday, December 
8th, 2007, Clark will host a Kick-
Off event for the Meningitis 
Foundation of America at Blu 
Restaurant, located at 100 River 
Street in Hastings-On-Hudson from 
3pm to 5pm. Enjoy cocktails, hors 
d’oeuvres, great company and a 
beautiful sunset while supporting a 
worthy cause. The event is $50.00 
per person and will include a Silent 

A Father’s Love Helps to Raise Money 
for the Meningitis Foundation

Auction and 50/50 Raffle. All 
proceeds will be donated to The 
Meningitis Foundation of America. 
   “As a father, it is my obligation to 
host this event in honor of Toyami, 
who was taken at such an early 
age. She will continue to touch and 
help others through events such 
as this. I urge people to join us on 
December 8th to celebrate Toyami’s 
legacy and save lives,” said Clark. 
   Meningococcal disease (including 
meningitis) is a rare but potentially 
fatal illness that can strike at any 
time. About 3000 people in the 

United States get this disease each 
year, and 1 in 10 of them dies from it. 
Research has shown that teens and 
young adults are at increased risk.  
   Visit the websites: www.
meningitisfoundationofamerica.
org and www.fightmeningitis.com 
   The Meningitis Foundation of 
America is a 501c (3); donations 
are 100% tax deductible. Pre-
paid RSVP’s must be received by 
Wednesday, December 5, 2007; or 
pay at the event. 
For more information, call Symra 

Brandon at (914) 423-9075.

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- 
Earlier this year it was reported 
by media that the clean-up on 
the Con Edison substation in 
New Rochelle’s Echo Bay area 
had been completed.  Yet there 
have been no follow-up articles 
during the local and county 
political campaign season this 
year.
   Frank Mancuso is the former 
owner of the Mancuso Marina 
which is part of the area in Echo 
Bay the City of New Rochelle is 
planning to develop. This interview 
was conducted with him to inform 
residents about the long term effects 
of the pollution created by Con 
Edison on its former substation and 
in the Echo Bay area.   He stated 
when he bought the marina in 
l987 he had no idea the area was 
contaminated.  Before he bought 
the property he went to city officials 
in New Rochelle and was told the 
city was planning to build condos on 
the Con Edison’s property and they 
had just put a deposit on the site. A 
short while later newspaper articles 
about testing being conducted on 
the Con Edison site began to appear.  
Mancuso called Con Edison to ask 
if there were any issues he should 
be concerned about and he asserts 
he was told everything was fine.
   Two years after owning the 
marina, he began to see deformed 
mammals and fish life, such as a 
raccoon, and fish with tumors and 
lesions.  Everyone had reassured 
him there was no problem, so he 
hired experts to do testing and 
found high levels of PCB’s. Herein 
are Frank Mancuso’s answers to 
questions posed to him.
QUESTION:  Why do you think 
there was so little interest in the 
clean-up at the former Con Edison 
substation by the people running 
for city and county office this year?
ANSWER: I believe the candidates 
express little interest in the Con 
Ed site because Con Ed has been 
politically connected in County 
and local politics for years. Con 
Ed has always portrayed the site 
as a non issue representing there is 
no pollution there. Unfortunately 
our politicians seem to take them 
at their word, or worse. I believe 
whatever candidate running, that 
assumes there is no issue, is either 
incompetent or corrupt.  
 QUESTION: What level 
of government should be 
ultimately responsible for cleaning 
up this site?
ANSWER. I believe the first line 
of defense should be the local 
politicians. The mayor, district 
council member, who swore an oath 
to protect the citizens, should be 
accountable personally. For twenty-
five years they all allowed the issue 

to fester and harm the citizens 
while they reassured everyone and 
promoted development. They spent 
tax dollars on bogus development 
plans often giving citizens a false 
sense of security. They cost the 
taxpayers a fortune by allowing Con 
Ed to drag its feet for twenty-five 
years. The County and State also 
have dropped the ball. In reality 
Congress realized that politicians 
may not be willing to protect 
citizens from powerful corporations’ 
pollution and thus empowered 
citizens with the ability to sue in 
Federal Court, if government fails. 
However powerful, corporations 
can even escape cleaning up by 
stalling the legal process, as in my 
case against Con Ed, that has been 
ongoing for fifteen years.
 QUESTION: Why do you 
believe there has been such a delay 
in scheduling the mandated hearing 
by the New York State Department 
of Environmental Conservation for 
declaring the site clean? 
ANSWER: Because no one is 
willing to sign off on the clean up 
until he can be sure it is clean.
 QUESTION: Are you familiar with 
the different standards of clean-up 
which could be used for this site?  
How would this impact development 
of residential buildings on the site?
ANSWER  The EPA, and DEC 
clean up standard is 1 PPM [part 
per million] of PCB in the top one 
foot of soil. However the site is 
deemed forever contaminated in 
County records because PCB’s will 
be left above the “under one foot” 
level. No construction could ever 
be started that wouldn’t disturb the 
buried PCB’s and cause the site to 
become re-contaminated above one 
foot.
 QUESTION: What toxins were 
found in the past at this site?
ANSWER: Besides PCB’s; dioxins, 
lead, mercury and asbestos were 
found at the site. 
 QUESTION:  Are any of these 
toxins permanent, or do any have 
half-lives?
ANSWER: All those toxins “never” 
decompose because there is nothing 
in nature that can break them down
 QUESTION:  Do you have any 
evidence that the pollution on the 
former Con Edison substation has 

spread to other sites in the Echo 
Bay area?
ANSWER:  I have had 
testing performed by 
environmental contractors 
beyond the site that do contain 
high levels of PCB’s. Con Ed 
has only tested the immediate 
area. The Municipal Marina was 
found to be contaminated and 
the sediment had to be dried and 
disposed at a toxic site at great 
expense to the taxpayers.
 

QUESTION:  Can you suggest 
the proper role of city government 
officials in this clean-up effort?
ANSWER:  The city should have 
posted warning signs and informed 
its citizens that it knew the area is 
a “Superfund Site” to protect its 
citizens and children who go there 
to play, and fish.
QUESTION:  What should 
the residents of New Rochelle, 
especially those living in the area, 
do to protect themselves?
ANSWER:  People living in the 
area should demand that a proper 
clean up take place but anyone 
in the vicinity has already been 
exposed to fugitive dust and those 
eating local fish are also impacted. 
Local fish may find its way into 
restaurants.
QUESTION:  Do you know of any 
scientific studies which particularly 
show how children can be damaged 
by any of these toxic materials?
QUESTION:   PCB’s and dioxins 
are carcinogens and cause birth 
defects, learning disorders, diabetes, 
liver damage, and a whole host of 
diseases. One simply has to look up 
“Agent Orange” to learn the results 
of exposures to these chemicals 
because the toxic base for “Agent 
Orange” is dioxin. 
QUESTION:   What can you 
envision for the Echo Bay area in 
the future?  What is your vision of 
proper development of the area?
ANSWER:  I don’t think the area 
will ever be developed because 
who will want to be responsible 
when PCB’s reappear after millions 
of development money is spent? A 
proper cleanup might cost hundreds 
of millions. GE has been stalling in 
cleaning up PCB’s from the Hudson 
River because of the $1/2 billion 
cost. Echo Bay is likely just as bad, 
if not worse.
   IN SUMMARY it is sad that it is 
taking the various agencies involved 
so long to reveal to the residents the 
exact condition of this site. Since 
the DEC must hold hearings after 
the report is released, why is it the 
residents do not know why  the 
report was not released during the 
recent local political campaign?

How Much Contamination Does Echo 
Bay Have In New Rochelle?           

An Interview with Frank Mancuso 

By Peggy Godfrey
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ELMSFORD, NY -- When 
Elmsford Mayor Robert Williams 
heard President Bush say that 
protection from the Pandemic Flu 
would be the responsibility of state 
and local governments, he knew 
immediately what his course of 
action would be. Having already 
created an Emergency Operation 
Center for the fourth smallest 
Village in Westchester County, he 
began formulating a plan. 
   “We have the best relationships 
between all of our service 
departments, the schools and the 
County. It was easy to get everyone 
to sit down to formulate a plan”, 
said Mayor Williams, as he and 
Elmsford Fire Chief Michael 
Eannazzo, presented Elmsford’s 
emergency response plans to the 
Elmsford PTA members. 
   Mayor Williams, continued, telling 
the audience that he then reached 
out to Elmsford resident Dr. Heidi 
Cordi, who is the Village’s Chief 
Medical Officer, in hopes that she 

You’re Safest in Elmsford, NY! 
The First Pandemic Flu Emergency Preparedness Plan Unveiled

By Tom Bock

would be able to contribute to this 
effort. “She instantly began working 
on a plan with her colleagues at 
the School of Public Health in 
Valhalla, NY,” he said. “It was a 
big undertaking and she delivered a 
program to us quicker than anyone 
thought possible. Dr. Cordi really 
came through for the village and 
its residents!” So quickly, in fact, 
Elmsford is the first community to 
have a Pandemic Flu plan.
   The Village initially set out to 
see how it could help their special-
needs population when they realized 
the impracticality of that course of 
action. It would be far more feasible 
and productive to have a sound plan 
in place that prioritizes the needs of 
all of its residents and then address 
the concerns and issues of people 
with special needs. 
   The key components for a 
successful Pandemic Influenza 
Preparedness Plan, includes 
effective communications and 
outreach to its residents, focusing 

on the variety of needs throughout 
that population. Once those needs 
were “broken down”, a plan for 
notification was developed that can 
be implemented as needed. 
   Mayor Williams and Chief 
Eannazzo both commented on 
their use of N.I.M.S., which is an 
acronym for the National Incident 
Management System. N.I.M.S. is 
a standardization methodology for 
emergency responses developed 
by FEMA. It enables responders 
from different jurisdictions and 
disciplines to better work together 
when responding to natural disasters 
and emergencies. He then detailed 
some of the N.I.M.S. training 
they’ve undergone and who has 
participated in it.
   “Elmsford is one of the best 
prepared and best organized Villages 
for an emergency in Westchester 
County,” said Jennifer Wacha, from 
the Westchester County Office of 
Emergency Management. “They are 
the first to develop a Pandemic Flu 

Initiative for their residents. They 
have developed a terrific emergency 
operations center that was shown to 
many other communities to use as a 
model. It’s very impressive.”
  “That’s correct,” added Mayor 
Williams, “all of the Commissioners 
from Yonkers, for example, came 
here to see what we had done and to 
learn from us in hopes of developing 
a similar emergency operations 
center for themselves. We’re very 
proud of what we’ve been able to 
accomplish.”
   Mayor Williams and Chief 
Eannazzo made it abundantly clear 
throughout the evening that many 
people contributed incredibly long 
and hard creating a total Pandemic 
Flu program that ensures the safety 
of it’s residents. During their 
presentation, they handed out an 
Emergency Planning information 
and an Emergency Manual as well.
   At the end of the evening, the 
Mayor invited everyone downstairs 
to view the Emergency Operations 

Center. He showed how they will 
maintain contact with the outside 
world and all of the villages 
departments during an emergency, 
stored food and water for a sustained 
period of time and many other tools 
and supplies. 
   By the end of the night, it was 
unmistakable as to how seriously 
emergency preparedness is treated 

in Elmsford. The dedication, 
commitment and effort exhibited 
ensure Elmsford’s leaders will be 
as prepared as possible during an 
emergency. Its clear to see that the 
tiny Village of Elmsford might just 
be the best-staffed, most skilled 
and safest place to be during an 
emergency. 

winner. 
    “Teaching and learning from my 
fifth grade students in the light of 
many disciplines is a fascinating 
experience as they begin to grasp 
mature and abstract concepts 
through the passionate and innocent 
heart of a child,” said Ms. Festi. 
“They need to grab onto history, 
grapple with it, and make it their 
own.”
    The Preserve America History 
Teacher of the Year Award, a project 
of the Preserve America, a White 
House initiative, is administered 
and funded by the Gilder Lehrman 
Institute of American History. 
     Founded in 1994, the Gilder 
Lehrman Institute of American 

History promotes the study and 
love of American history. The 
Institute serves teachers, students, 
scholars, and the general public. 
It helps create history-centered 
schools and academic research 
centers, organizes seminars and 
programs for educators, produces 
print and electronic publications 
and traveling exhibitions, sponsors 
lectures by eminent historians, and 
administers a History Teacher of the 
Year Award in every state through its 
partnership with Preserve America.  
The Institute also conducts awards 
including the Lincoln, Frederick 
Douglass, and George Washington 
Book Prizes, and offers fellowships 
for scholars to work in the Gilder 

Laura Bush Presents 
2007 Preserve America 

History Teacher of the Year Award WHITE PLAINS, NY -- Lauren 
Rossi, a senior at the Academy 
of Our Lady of Good Counsel 
High School in White Plains, was 
recently honored by the National 
Council of Teachers of English   for 
her excellent writing talent. 
   Rossi, a Valhalla resident, was 
one of 595 students, nationwide, 
recognized as one of the best student 
writers in the country.  

Good Counsel Academy High School 
Senior Honored for Writing Excellence

    The writing excellence is based on 
students’ samples of their own best 
prose, verse and impromptu themes 
that are written under supervision.  
A team of English teachers judges 
the work, looking for writing 
that demonstrates effective and 
imaginative use of language to 
inform and move an audience.     

Lehrman Collection and other 
archives. The Institute maintains 
two Websites, www.gilderlehrman.
org and the quarterly online journal 
www.historynow.org. 
   Preserve America is a White 
House initiative created for the 
purpose of encouraging and 
supporting community efforts to 
preserve and enjoy the Nation’s 
cultural and national heritage. 
The Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation and other Federal 
agencies partner to administer the 
various components of Preserve 
America. For more information, 
visit www.PreserveAmerica.gov.

   The Journal News article first 
published today, November 11, 
2007, written by Ernie Garcia, 
entitled Yonkers School Officials 
Get Peek At $1B Makeover Ideas, is 
a proposal presented to the Yonkers 
Board of Education (BoE) on 
Election Day by Roland Coleman of 
Cannon Designs. The presentation 
was given to the BoE’s Audit, 
Budget, and Finance Committee. 
The “Educational Facilities Plan 
(EFP)” is being touted as the “road 
map,” while some unnamed “school 
officials cautioned they were just 
suggestions.” The Educaional 
Facilities Plan (EFP) is said to be 
a “preliminary” modernization 
plan that “would enable school 
buildings to comply with current 
education standards.” Typically, 
meaningless words, vacuous in 
content are attributed to issues 
of immense impact. Is the EFP 
“preliminary” because it is off 
the mark or is it simply a “trial 
balloon” permitted to float among 
the community at large to test its  
being palatable? In reality, it is the 
latter. The final arbiter is the cost 
factor. Let’s examine why that is so. 
   Despite Executive Director of 
Yonkers Public School’s Facilities 
Management John Carr’s nebulous, 
and non-committal statement, 
“This is one firm’s idea of what we 
could do based on information and 
marching orders we gave them;” 
and that “The state Education 
Department strongly recommended 
we start with a plan like this,” 
this is an attempt to deflect the 
people of the City of Yonkers 
from the recognizing that should 
this plan earn political backing, 
the Yonkers taxpayer will be 

How Much Debt Can Yonkers Service?
By Hezi Aris

fleeced beyond their ability to pay.  
   It all boils down to the unfair 
formula by which New York 
State designates subsidy to the 
City of Yonkers when compared 
to the other Big Five cities 
about the state. Buffalo gets 
approximately 95 percent funding 
of their modernization plan for their 
schools. That means that New York 
State will pick up $9,500,000 of the 
$1,000,000,000 project. Buffalo 
would have to pony-up a mere 
$500,000. Nice. Yet New York State 
is not so generous when it comes 
to Yonkers, choosing to group 
our community among the more 
affluent towns, villages, and cities 
which comprise all of Westchester 
County. The bottom line is that 
New York State’s formula makes 
it seem as if we are more affluent 
than cities such as Syracuse, 
Rochester, among others. In order 
to ascribe to the $1,000,000,000 
modernization plan for Yonkers, 
New York State will only subsidize 
our plan to the tune of $4,600,000; 
leaving the taxpayer with a bill for 
$5,400,000. Can Yonkers afford 
to subsidize that much in taxes? 
Let’s not forget the $200,000,000 

Tax Incremental Financing  (TIF) 
plan demanded by the Struever 
Fidelco Cappelli (SFC Yonkers) 
developer’s for Chicken Island, 
renamed the Gateway Project. 
   If the City of Yonkers is 
keen on promoting a $1 billion 
infrastructure development plan, 
it must first resolve to bring New 
York State to understand that its 
formula is not fair to Yonkers, that 
it is not commensurate to the other 
Big Five cities in the state. Lacking 
New York State Legislature 
approval of a new formula passed 
and ironclad throughout the length 
of the Educational Facilities 
Plan, the concept itself is a non-
starter, much less anything else. 
   And while we’re at it, it would 
behoove the Yonkers Public Schools 
and its Superintendent Bernard 
Pierorazio to place the entire plan 
in the public arena, instead of 
first having it available for public 
scrutiny and then taking it from 
view. The lack of transparency is 
telling. What security concerns 
is YPS spokewoman Jerilynn 
Fierstein speaking about? If there 
were a security concern of any 
kind, whatever that means, that 
aspect of the plan should have 
never been divulged, leaving much 
that must be made available for 
public scrutiny. More mumble 
jumble from Ms. Fierstein. It’s time 
to return her to an art class. She is 
detrimental to the public discourse 
to which the taxpayer is entitled.  
   Will Superintendent Pierorazio 
ever make the right decision for 
the public good? If so, how much 
longer must we wait?

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- Westchester 
County Legislator James Maisano 
(District 11 – R/New Rochelle and 
Pelham) presented Certificates of 
Merit to New Rochelle High School 
Italian teacher Maria Notaro (right) 
and her student Rebecca Maxfield 
(middle) in the County Board’s 
Legislative Chamber as part of the 
Italian Heritage observance October 
22, 2007. As part of the observance, 
Italian language teachers, and the 
students they selected as the best, 
were honored. 

OSSINING, NY -- Eco-Bags 
Products, Inc. has selected Brandon 
Marcano of Yonkers, NY, and 
Alexandra Jade Acosta of Miami, 
FL, as the winners of their “Eco-
Cool for School” lunch bag design 
contest.  The winning designs will 
be put into limited production on 
organic cotton lunch bags and 
featured on the Eco-Bags Website.  
Acosta and Marcano will receive a 
complete set of art supplies and Eco-
Bags lunch bags for five friends. 
   Marcano’s design, entitled “Cure 
the World,” features a sullen Earth 
with a Band-Aid on its face and 
encourages consumers to recycle. 
“This drawing stands for saving the 
world,” says Brandon. “If we try, 
the world will become a cleaner and 
better place.”
   Acosta’s design, entitled “Mr. 
Sun is Happy,” features a happy 
sun with a rainbow, green grass, 
and clouds. “We were out doing 
a clean up at a beach and I talked 
to [Alexandra] about the value of 
protecting the environment,” says 
Alexandra’s mother. “When we 
came home that afternoon she drew 
this and explained that if we keep 
doing what we did that morning, 
Mr. Sun would always be happy.”

Eco-Bags Announces Winners of Lunch 
Bag Design Contest

Two Artistic Youths Win “Eco-Cool for School” Design Contest

   “Brandon and Alexandra are 
great artists and we are pleased to 
select their designs,” says Sharon 
Rowe, founder of Eco-Bags. “It 
is important for young people to 
become eco-conscious and we hope 
this contest has motivated their 
fellow students.”
   The designs will be featured 
on the Eco-Bags Website (www.
ecobags.com) and blog (http://
gogreen.squarespace.com) and a 

limited number of lunch bags will 
be created.

ECOBAGS® are available in 
natural and certified organic 

cotton, recycled cotton and hemp/
cotton blends. The entire line is 
available at www.ecobags.com 
and through selected retailers 

nationally. ECOBAGS® cloth bags 
and other home items and apparel 
are fair wage/fair labor–produced.

Maisano 
Presents

Certificates 
of Merit to 

Teacher and 
Pupil

http://www.preserveamerica.gov/
http://www.ecobags.com/
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SAVE THE DATE
Friday, November 23rd

2-7 pm

Annual Blood Drive 
at the

Hastings Public Library

Call Sue Feir 
at 478-3307

for appointments, information

To Advertise, call 914-378-1433, 
Ext. 235

Ask for Darryl Walker.

HOUSTON, TX and WHITE 
PLAINS, NY – Shell Hydrogen 
LLC and the City of White Plains, 
New York, last week dedicated a 
hydrogen vehicle fueling facility 
located in the White Plains 
Department of Public Works’ 
yard in downtown White Plains. 
The Shell Hydrogen facility will 
produce hydrogen from electricity 
generated from renewable energy 
provided through the New York 
Power Authority.
   “The City of White Plains 
has shown real leadership in 
cooperating on this project with 
Shell. White Plains’ successful 
track record in introducing alternate 
fuels for city vehicles are a great fit 
with Shell Hydrogen’s efforts to 
develop solutions to transportation 
and energy challenges,” said Phillip 
Baxley, President of Shell Hydrogen 
LLC. “This station is another step 
towards an eventual network of 
stations serving our customers here 
in the US and around the world.”
   “The opportunity for the City 

City of White Plains and Shell Hydrogen Dedicate Hydrogen Fueling Facility
Shell Hydrogen to Provide Fuel for City of White Plains and GM Vehicles

of White Plains to work with 
Shell Hydrogen on the creation 
of this Hydrogen Fueling Station 
is very exciting. It enables White 
Plains to continue our research 
and demonstration programming 
for alternate fuels for which we 
are recognized throughout the 
Northeastern region,” said White 
Plains Mayor Joseph Delfino 
(pictured next to vehicle on right). 
“If everyone contributes a little of 
their time, talent and resources, as is 
the case in this project, we can surely 
make a difference in reducing air 
pollution without compromising the 
use of the automotive transportation 
system.”
   The facility will manufacture 
and store 30 kilogreams of gaseous 
hydrogen. Since the hydrogen is 
made onsite, there will be no added 
fuel deliveries to the site.
   This fueling station is also part 
of a U.S. Department of Energy 
hydrogen infrastructure program 
where fuel to other GM FCVs being 
introduced into the New York City 

metro area.
   GM will supply more than 
30 Chevrolet Equinox Fuel 
Cell-Electric compact SUVs 
to private and commercial 
customers in Westchester 
County  who will take part 
in a test drive, called “Project 
Driveway” for a time frame 
between 3 and 20 months 
beginning early next year.
   “The Project Driveway 
Chevrolet Equinox fuel 
cell powered vehicles 
demonstrate an important 
milestone on GMs pathway 
to electrically driven vehicle 
development,” said Larry 
Burns, vice president of GM’s 
Research and Development 
and Strategic Planning. “The 
families that have volunteered 
to test-drive the Chevy 
Equinox Fuel Cell may well 
be the Apollo astronauts of 
our generation.”

Mayor’s Column
Mary C. Marvin

Mayor of the Village of Bronxville

   Fall is traditionally a busy time 
at Village Hall and this year is no 
exception.  This following is an 
update of some of the initiatives 
and activities underway at Village 
Hall – some quite unforeseen. 
   The Village, along with many 
other Westchester County 
municipalities is being sued by the 
Guardian News Corporation on first 
amendment grounds.  Guardian is 
the company that recently installed 
the blue news boxes throughout 
our business district.  The suit 
alleges that the section of the 
Village code regulating news boxes 
is unconstitutional on its face.  
Other communities are also being 
sued for the illegal removal of the 
boxes.  We are working with legal 
counsel to craft legislation that will 
meet constitutional muster.  In the 
interim, we have been advised to 
leave the boxes untouched until 
resolution of the issue. 
   Last week, the Village was 
served with a subpoena asking for 
documents to be used in conjunction 
with a lawsuit brought against 
Westchester County by attorneys 
for the Anti-Discrimination Center 
of Metro New York, Inc.  Bronxville 
is not alone in being served with a 
subpoena for documents.  Most 
municipalities have recently 
experienced the same demand.  The 
lawsuit is related to the issue of 
availability of affordable housing 
in Westchester County.  It is not 
certain at this time just what the 
official role the local municipalities 
will play in this lawsuit.  The 
Village was just granted a new 
deadline for subpoena compliance.  
All documents must be in on 
December 14, 2007.  The matter 

is currently pending in the U.S. 
Southern District of New York. 
   At the November 19th Trustees’ 
meeting, Trustees will announce 
the appointment of five new police 
officers contingent upon their 
passing upcoming psychological 
and medical exams.  Among them 
will be the Village’s first female 
officer.  The addition of these 
officers will allow the department 
to increase the frequency of the 
traffic patrol unit and the foot patrol 
beat in the business district. 
   An engineer from Dvirka & 
Bartolucci Engineers, our flood 
mitigation consultants, toured the 
village last week.  In particular, he 
reviewed the conditions in the areas 
of Field Court, Garden and Meadow 
Avenues and the streets abutting the 
Bronx River.  Our goal is to find 
affordable mitigation measures 
that can be implemented on a 
short timetable without triggering 
extensive approvals and reviews by 
outside government agencies. 
   In response to neighboring 
residents’ requests, we are sprucing 
up the Village owned property in 
the area of Palumbo Place.  The 
trailers that served Village staff 

during renovation are now being 
utilized by Bronxville School staff 
during their flood reconstruction 
efforts.  By sharing facilities, 
the school was able to free up 9 
additional classroom spaces for 
our students.  Palumbo Place will 
re-open when the school no longer 
needs the space.   
   As a new project for spring, we 
are instituting a tree donation 
program.  Traditionally, residents 
had an opportunity to honor a 
loved one with the purchase of a 
commemorative bench.   We are 
expanding the program to street 
trees, first concentrating in the 
business district.  We are in the 
process of compiling a list of 
appropriate trees with the help 
of local arborists and landscape 
architects.  It is imperative, that 
as our street trees age or become 
diseased, we have a coordinated 
effort of replacement and renewal. 
   Another new initiative is the 
dedicated e-mail address to register 
ideas/concerns to the Public Works 
Department.   Bronxvilledpw@
optonline.net will allow residents to 
report street lights out, potholes or 
convey ideas for improved service 
and receive a follow-up e-mail 
response. 
   Finally, in conjunction with the 
Chamber of Commerce’s annual 
“Light Up The Town” holiday 
celebration, Village Hall will be 
opening for a reception and tours on 
Sunday, December 2nd from 3PM 
to 5PM.  The events of the day will 
culminate with the lighting of the 
tree on the lawn of Village Hall.  
You are all invited to come see 
the newly renovated home of your 
Village government.

Senator Klein have identified 
homeowners in the 34th Senate 
District who are 60 days in default 
on their loan payments. Residents 
will receive a letter from the 
Senator informing them of the 
program, Home for the Holidays 
and offering a telephone number 
for a Countrywide Home Retention 
Specialist. The program is designed 
so that affordable options - loan 
modifications or other appropriate 
workout plans - can be identified 
and most assistance can be 
provided over the phone.  Qualified 
homeowners can then make an 
appointment with their Home 
Retention Specialist at a workshop 
in the 34th District sponsored by 
Senator Klein, and simply finalize 
their new agreement. 
   Senator Klein’s Home for the 
Holidays program is unique from 
other initiatives provided by 
Countrywide in that it is targeted to 
borrowers 60 days in default on their 
mortgage but open to borrowers 
whose mortgages are due to reset. 
The program will assist individuals 
with both fixed rate and adjustable 
ARM mortgages to either work-
out a payment plan or reconfigure 
an existing mortgage into one the 
borrower can afford. Normally a 
lengthy process, Senator Klein’s 
program connects the borrower 
directly to a Home Retention 
Specialist who is authorized to 
negotiate a new agreement, putting 
a face to an often nebulous process. 
This is the first collaboration of its 
kind between a major lender and a 
New York Law-maker. 
   Senator Klein’s Home for the 
Holidays program is also available 
to borrowers who are not in 60 
days in default, but who anticipate 
they will have difficulty making 

Klein Keeps Families “Home for the Holidays”
From Page 1 future payments due to a rate 

reset, life-changing event or other 
reason. Interested borrowers can 
call Countrywide directly or seek a 
referral through Sen. Klein’s office. 
   “I want to make sure that every 
resident of the 34th senate district 
can be home for the holidays. 
I am proud to be working with 
Countrywide so that during the most 
fundamentally American season, 
families can come together under 
one roof and give thanks for what we 
have. As I’ve said before, legislation 
is a long-term solution but right 
now we need to stop the wave of 
foreclosures threatening the dream 
of homeownership throughout our 
state.” said Senator Klein. While 
Senator Klein has been a strong 
proponent of legislation to provide 
additional consumer protections on 
home mortgage loans, this program 
will benefit borrowers who have 
existing mortgages and are at risk 
of default.
   As an aggressive advocate for 
tougher legislation to protect victims 
of the devastating sub-prime crisis, 
Senator Klein was first contacted by 
Countrywide after the May release 
of the first in a series of four reports 
on sub-prime mortgages in New 
York State. 
   Concerned by the Senator’s 
findings that in New York City 
alone from July 2006 through 
July 2007, there have been 14,561 
foreclosure filings and an additional 
5,168 in Westchester and Nassau 
County, a staggering 60% increase 
over last year, Countrywide and 
Senator Klein began a period of 
negotiations to devise a solution.  
   “Our number one priority is to 
help borrowers stay in their homes, 
and we’re pleased to be working 
with Senator Klein to accomplish 
this shared goal.” said Robert 

Power, Executive Vice President 
of Public Affairs for Countrywide. 
“We have the right tools, processes 
and staff to help homeowners avoid 
foreclosure, but often have difficulty 
making contact with borrowers 
who are in default. Our initiative 
with Sen. Klein is one more way 
we can reach out to borrowers 
and encourage them to give us the 
chance to help.” 
   Throughout the summer, Senator 
Klein led six public hearings on 
the sub-prime crisis in Brooklyn, 
Staten Island, Yonkers, The Bronx, 
Elmont, and Buffalo. Joining 
together with his fellow Senate 
Democrats and allies such as 
the New York Superintendent of 
Banking, Richard Neiman and the 
Secretary of State, Lorraine Cortez-
Vasquez, Klein heard the heart-
wrenching testimony of families 
facing foreclosure, as well as from 
brokers, and various not-for-profit 
groups. 
   In an effort to bring attention to the 
issue and push his related legislation 
Klein continued to release three 
more reports which identified 
zip codes in New York City with 
the highest rate of foreclosure as 
correlated to, foreclosure data by 
zip-code for Erie County, as well as 
two Top Ten lists of the originating 
lending institutions with the highest 
rate of foreclosure, and the creditors 
behind them. 
   If successful, Senator Klein’s 
Home For the Holidays will be 
expanded to reach other New 
Yorkers.  

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- 
Congresswoman Nita Lowey (D-
Westchester/Rockland), a senior 

Lowey Secures $1.375 Million in Federal Transportation Funds for Local 
Initiatives

 Bill Provides Funding Critical to Hudson Valley Communities

member of the House Appropriations 
Committee, announced she secured 
$1,375,000 for local transportation 

and economic development 
initiatives in the final version of the 
Fiscal Year 2008 Transportation and 

Housing and Urban Development 
Appropriations bill.  
   “Since my election to Congress, 

I have worked with local officials 
and residents to secure federal 
funds to improve our communities,” 
said Lowey.  “These funds will 
help our local communities make 
critical improvements to our local 
transportation infrastructure and 
will make New York an even better 
place to live and work.”
   Lowey secured federal funding 
for the following local projects:
• $300,000 for the revitalization of 
downtown in New City Hamlet;
• $200,000 for renovations and 
an expansion to the Mamaroneck 
Village Library;
• $700,000 for construction of 
bus bays and canopies at the Port 

Chester “Intermodal” facility; and 
• $175,000 for traffic and pedestrian 
safety improvements on Main Street 
in Haverstraw.
    “These federal dollars will help 
relieve financial burdens on our local 
governments so they can focus on 
providing essential services,” said 
Lowey.  “I will continue working 
with our municipal leaders and 
community organizations to gain 
federal support for projects that 
improve the safety, convenience, 
and livability of New York.”

mailto:Bronxvilledpw@optonline.net
mailto:Bronxvilledpw@optonline.net
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WHITE PLAINS, NY -- Interested 
in researching the history of your 
property?  Misplace a copy of a 
recent legal filing? Looking for 
the covenants and restrictions 
against your property?  In response 
to requests from residents and as 
part of a major effort to make the 
Office of the Westchester County 
Clerk more accessible, millions of 
documents on file in the Clerk’s 
Office can now be viewed online for 
a daily user fee of $20.00.  Access 
from a home or business computer 
had previously been available only 
to annual subscribers who paid a 
$1,200.00 subscription fee.   
   “Residents throughout the county 
shared with me a desire to be able 
to view our records online as it is 
not always possible for them to get 
to our White Plains office during 
regular business hours,” began 
Idoni.  “And for those who only 
need to access our records every 
once in a while, our subscription 
service did not make financial 
sense,” he continued.  While these 
records can be viewed without cost 
in the Office of the Westchester 
County Clerk, Idoni indicated that 

County Clerk Tim Idoni Launches 
Daily Online Access to Land and Legal 

Records
Westchester Residents have Online Access to Millions of Documents 

from Home or Office

charging a user fee for online access 
allowed the cost of developing this 
option to be borne by the users of 
the system rather than the general 
taxpayer. 
   The records which can be viewed 
online for a daily fee of $20.00, 
payable online by MasterCard or 
Visa, include: 
• Land records including deeds 
going back to 1680 and mortgages 
recorded as far back as1927; and  
• Unrestricted court records 
including summons, complaints, 
decisions and orders from    cases 
commenced after January 1, 2002
   Visitors to the Office of the 
Westchester County Clerk website, 

www.westchesterclerk.com, can 
still use the free online public 
viewer to search our indexes to be 
sure that a document is on file in 
our office before paying the daily 
user fee to gain access to an online 
image.  In addition, customers are 
encouraged to review the List of 
Available Documents to be sure the 
imaged document is not sealed or 
restricted, such as in the case of a 
matrimonial file.  “Whether you are 
an attorney who wishes to review 
a case file from the convenience 
of your office or a homeowner 
wanting to research the history of 
your property from the comfort of 
your home, we hope you will give 
our new service a try,” concluded 
Idoni. 
   The Office of the Westchester 
County Clerk is located at 110 
Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. in 
White Plains and is open from 8:00 
a.m. to 5:45 p.m., Monday through 
Friday, excluding legal holidays.  

For more information, direct 
email correspondence to cclerk@

westchestergov.com or by 
telephone to (914)995-3080. 

BRONXVILLE, NY -- For the 
most part, the room was quiet, 
the audience of four dozen busily 
taking notes.  But the occasional 
peal of laughter belied the subject 
matter: Pediatric Palliative Care.  
Designed for children with a life-
limiting illness -- some, but not all, 
at end-of-life.
   “That’s a common misconception 
about palliative care, about hospice,” 
says Dr. Nathan Ionascu, Vice 
President of the Westchester End-
of-Life Coalition and a member of 
the Bioethics Institute of New York 
Medical College.  “People think we 
only come into the picture during 
the patient’s very last days.  But 
we offer so much more:  physical, 
mental, emotional, social, spiritual, 
and even legal counseling and 
guidance.  And there are some who 
survive their illness and no longer 
need treatment, or our services.”
   From the trauma of diagnosis to the 
physical toll of treatment, pediatric 
cancer can tear a family apart.  
Westchester End-of-Life Coalition 

(L to R) Speaking at the program were The Reverend Andrea Raynor, Dr. 
Susan Gerbino, Dr. Paul Jubinsky, and Linda Fraser, RN.

Pediatric Palliative Care Symposium 
Presented by The Westchester  

End-Of-Life Coalition
 Program Included Screening the PBS Documentary,  

“A Lion in the House”

screened a specially edited version 
of the PBS documentary, A Lion 
in the House, at Sarah Lawrence 
College on Tuesday, November 
13th.  The film follows the stories 

of five exceptional children and 
their families as they battle pediatric 
cancer, facing the possibility of 
death with honesty, dignity and 
humor. 

   “Good morning everyone, 
you’re listening to fourteen sixty 
WVOX”…. Whoops, wrong 
medium.  Anyway, that’s how I 
start my day as the host of Good 
Morning Westchester on Whitney 
Radio’s flagship station 1460, 
WVOX, Monday through Friday, 
six to nine in the morning.  And 
now that I have my shameless plug 
out of the way, I will introduce this 
column and myself somewhat less 
theatrically.  
   About twice a month, or whenever 
the esteemed publisher, Hezi Aris, 
demands some fresh copy, I will 
attempt to share with you my 
thoughts and opinions on a broad 
range of subjects including my 
work on the radio, the issues we 
cover there; local and national 
politics, current events, and 
more personal opinions, such as 
my battle with agnosticism, my 
failed relationships, the need for 
humor, and the need for mid-lifers, 
particularly baby-boomers, to use 
the massive demographic they enjoy 
to keep from getting short changed 
by the powers that be. Power not 
used, is no power at all. 
   As for the title of the column, I 
choose Show Prep because it is 
the center of any broadcaster’s 
existence.  No show prep(aration), 
no show. Half-baked show prep, 
half-baked show.  Every day, all the 
time, show prep.  The grandkids run 
around the house naked threatening 
Jihad, that’s show prep. An operator 
at the bank that just sent you a letter 
of foreclosure can’t speak English, 
that’s show prep, too.  Another 
company hoses their employees 
out of health care and it turns out 
that they are the same company 
that hired the aforementioned non-
English speaking operator for the 

Show Prep 
By Bob Marrone

Show Prep

minimum wage so that the stock 
price will rise and the CEO will get 
a $50 million bonus, that’s show 
prep.  Britney stuffs the baby in the 
glove compartment while reaching 
for her underwear in the back of 
the car, all the while talking on her 
cell phone, and smoking a cigarette 
with one hand on the wheel, that’s 
show prep, even if you are ashamed 
of yourself for putting it in the 
program. A city council candidate 
seemingly goes into the witness 
protection program when he is 
running for office, while no one 
is really sure where his opponent 
lives, that’s another story you have 
to follow.  It never ends. And then 
you have to read everything. 
   I walk in the house and Time, 
Business Week, and the Wall 
Street Journal are in the mail box. 
Newsweek, The Week, and the 
Washington Post are next to the bed.  
I take baths instead of showers so I 
can get through Foreign Affairs, the 
Writer, and the American Scholar. 
Books are on the bed stand and the 
toilet tank. At the end of the month 
we have Esquire, Playboy, Mother 
Jones, Atlantic Monthly, and Vanity 
Fair for general and pop culture, 
along with National Geographic 
and Scientific American, so I can 
appeal to my inner geek.  To feed 
my own hobby interests we have the 
Hockey News and Flying Magazine.  

To maximize time there are books 
on tape, books on CD, courses on 
tape, the news channels, and my 
PC.  I even look at the factoids on 
the back of Snapple Iced Tea caps. 
Always, my pockets are filled with 
articles, recording discs, newspaper 
clippings and bottle caps. It’s all 
show prep.   Get a cold and zonk 
out on Nyquil.  Show prep.  Take 
the kids for stitches… that’s show 
prep about the doctor with the 
outrageous overbite that makes 
him look like the monster from 
the movie Species; or maybe the 
painkiller is so weak it would turn 
up the nose of a self respecting 
drug dealer. See a commercial for 
a dating service where the couples 
that find each other look like that 
doctor with the nasty overbite with 
a little acne thrown in, that’s big 
time show prep.  Drop the shower 
head while taking your daily 
cleanse and discover the joys of a 
pulsating stream, that’s show prep if 
you can figure out a way to tell the 
story without getting thrown off the 
air.  When I walk in the station at 
4:00 a.m.,, the Journal News waits 
for me, but the Daily News, the 
Times, the Post and the New York 
Observer are not there yet.  May 
God have mercy on me!  Let’s surf 
the web; LoHud, News12, Yonkers 
Tribune, Westchester Times 
Tribune… gotta write the news, I 
need the show prep.  It’s all show 
prep.  In the middle of the news 
prep, one day EMS workers storm 
the station at 5:00 am. “We got a 
call that someone was dying at this 
address,” the officer said.  “That’s 
impossible”, I replied, “I don’t go 
on the air for another hour”.  It’s all 
show prep.

Museum of Art. “All of us at 
the Museum, the Friends of the 
Neuberger Museum of Art, and 
Purchase College are gratified and 
thrilled. We invite the public to 
enjoy the fruits of Mr. Neuberger’s 
extraordinary collecting which are 
on permanent view at the Museum 
in the exhibition Reframing 
American Art: Selections from the 
Roy R. Neuberger Collection.”
    For over half a century, Mr. 
Neuberger has supported emerging 
artists, encouraged a trend of 
corporate collecting, and donated 
important works to and financially 
supported dozens of art institutions.  
In 1969, at the request of Governor 
Nelson Rockefeller, he donated a 
significant portion of his collection, 
more than 900 works of mid-20th 
century American art, to New York 
State to establish the Neuberger 

Museum of Art.  Today, the Museum 
houses over 6,000 works of modern, 
contemporary, and African art. 
    “The timing of this award is 
particularly meaningful,” said 
Thomas Schwarz, President of 
Purchase College, “as this is the 
fortieth anniversary of the founding 
of Purchase College by Governor 
Nelson Rockefeller. We join the 
rest of the nation in applauding 
Mr. Neuberger for his great gift 
of art to the American public. 
Designed by Philip Johnson, the 
Neuberger Museum of Art was the 
first building constructed on this 
campus. We are honored and proud 
to have this magnificent collection 
for everyone to enjoy.”
    Starting in the mid forties, Roy 
Neuberger donated thousands of 
paintings to museums and colleges 
across the country, including: the 
Whitney Museum of American Art, 
The Metropolitan Museum of Art, 

President George W. Bush Presents  
Roy R. Neuberger with 2007 National Medal of Arts

From Page 1 and the Museum of Modern Art.  To 
provide support for the Neuberger 
Museum of Art, Mr. Neuberger 
founded the Friends of the NMA 
in 1972, which now raises more 
than 60% of the Museum’s annual 
expenses.  He continues to make 
substantial contributions. He said, 
“I started giving away art because 
I felt strongly that I was only 
borrowing it.”
    Philippe de Montebello, Director 
of the Met, summarized his impact: 
“Few living persons have served 
the Met—indeed the entire world 
of art and art museums—longer, 
or with more distinction than Roy 
Neuberger.  A man of taste, passion, 
persistence, and generosity, he 
has shared much of his private 
collection with the public, and for 
generations has supported activities 
that bring people to museums, and 
motivate them to return again and 
again.”

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- Susan 
Fitzpatrick has been appointed 
Director of The Residences of 
The Ritz-Carlton, Westchester 
condominium towers. Ms. 
Fitzpatrick, who has more than 
20 years experience managing 
luxury co-op and condominium 
apartment buildings throughout the 
Tri-State area, will be responsible 
for working closely with the board 
of managers of The Residences 
at The Ritz-Carlton, Westchester 
condominium in implementing the 
board’s policies and directives.  
   The Residences at The Ritz-
Carlton, Westchester features two 
44-story high-rise towers each 

Susan Fitzpatrick Named Director of 
Residences

with 185 luxury condominium 
residences. Tower I is nearing 
completion and residents will begin 
moving in shortly. Tower II, which 
is currently under construction, 
is approximately 25 percent sold 
and is expected to be completed 
by mid-2008. Located in the heart 
of downtown White Plains, The 
Residences at The Ritz-Carlton, 
Westchester is being built by 
developer Louis R. Cappelli. 
   Owners at The Residences at The 
Ritz-Carlton, Westchester will have 
exclusive access to a wide array 
of The Ritz-Carlton’s legendary 
five-star amenities and services 
including housekeeping, room 

and the City of Mount Vernon 
Police Department held a ceremony 
Thursday, November 8th, in the 
City Hall rotunda announcing the 
graduation of it’s third K-9 officer 
(Massie).  Massie is named in honor 
of Police Inspector Frank Mascari 
who was killed in the line of duty 
on August 11th 1948.  
   Massie is the third K-9 officer 
dedicated to a fallen Mount Vernon 
Police Officer.  The first two K-9 
were appropriately named “Sito”, 
after Police Officer Frank Bersito, 
killed in the line of duty on April 
1, 1974, and “B.C.” named after 
Detective Bernard Christopher, 
killed in the line of duty on June 
24th 1974.
   Members of the Mount Vernon 
PBA located the lone survivor of 
Inspector Frank Mascari’s family, 
Ms. Gerry Garvey a daughter who 
resides in Florida.  Members of 
the Mount Vernon PBA funded 
her trip to Mount Vernon for this 
dedication. 
   With the graduation of “Massie,” 
working patrol dogs now honor all 
three members of the Mount Vernon 
Police Department that have made 
the ultimate sacrifice and have been 
killed in the line of duty.  
   The Mount Vernon K-9 Patrol 
Unit is only 18 months old.  
   Refreshments were provided 
through the generosity of the Mount 
Vernon Police Foundation.

Mount 
Vernon

PD 
Graduate 
Third K-9 

Officer
From Page 1

MVPD’s K-9 Officer Massy and Officer Rella

service, valet parking, concierge, 
chauffeured limousine service and 
luxury spa.  
   Ms. Fitzpatrick’s diverse 
management background includes 
both corporate and self-managed 
real estate portfolios including 
more than 10 years of experience in 
Westchester County, where she was 
the Director of Building Operations 
for The Weiner Companies in 
Mamaroneck.  More recently, 
she was the General Manager for 
condominium associations with 600 
to 1100 condominium apartments in 
luxury complexes, responsible for 
supervising staffs of 100 or more at 
a time.  

http://www.westchesterclerk.com/
mailto:cclerk@westchestergov.com
mailto:cclerk@westchestergov.com
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not only all of the professional 
sports leagues but other commercial 
enterprises which make use of any 
kind of player statistical information 
such as the video game and software 
industries.
   The U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
8th Circuit out of St. Louis, MO, in 
handing down a ruling by a three-
judge panel was an affirmation of 
the underlying appeal heard before 
U.S. District Court Magistrate 
Judge Mary Ann Medler, also out 
of St. Louis, and her opinion issued 
August 8, 2006. In the underlying 
Summary Judgment, Judge Medler 
found that “the players do not have a 
right of publicity in their names and 
playing records as used in fantasy 
games.” And furthermore, that “the 
First Amendment takes precedence 
over such a right.”
   But offering only a peripheral view 
of the issues involved in this case 
does a disservice to fans not only 
of MLB but the National Football 
League (NFL), the National 
Basketball Association (NBA) as 
well as the National Hockey League 
(NHL). In fact, MLB, the NFL 
and the NBA all partake in their 
own fantasy leagues through such 
commercial ventures run by their 
league Websites MLB.com, NFL.
com and NBA.com, respectively.
The litigation involving MLB 

MLB’s Fantasy to Monopolize Suffers Another Blow
From Page 1

Advanced Media, L.P. (MLBAM) 
as well as the MLB Players 
Association (MLBPA) originated 
over 2½ years ago when CBC 
Distribution and Marketing, Inc. 
d/b/a CDM, Inc. or CDMSports.
com, of St. Louis, MO, filed a 
lawsuit against MLBAM for the 
right to operate its CDM Fantasy 
Sports League with the necessary 
statistical data on MLB players in 
order to do so. 
   But not emphasized thoroughly 
enough in reports is that from 
1994‒2004 it was the MLBPA 
which licensed rights to fantasy 
leagues. And as such, CBC, which 
licensed its use of the names and 
data about MLB players, had 
agreements in both 1995 and 2002, 
the latter of which expired in 2005. 
   CBC was the very first independent 
fantasy league license holder with 
MLB, by way of its contract with 
the MLBPA, well before the internet 
played its now predominant role in 
the fantasy league business,  now 
generating upwards of $2 billion 
annually from MLB, the NFL and 
the NBA alone.
   It was in 2005 when MLBAM 
purchased the exclusive rights to 
use baseball players’ names and 
performance information from 
the MLBPA “for exploitation of 
all interactive media” to the tune 

of $50 million, for a period of 5 
years. And it was at that point that 
MLBAM began to provide fantasy 
baseball games on its own Website, 
MLB.com. 
When CBC applied for its license 
in 2005, it was outright denied by 
MLBAM due to its claim of the 
players’ “right of publicity” which 
gave CBC no other recourse but 
to sue MLBAM in court. CBC 
saw this as a deliberate attempt 
by MLBAM to monopolize the 
fantasy league business now that 
small operators had turned it into a 
lucrative investment waiting to be 
swept up. In fact, in its arrogance, 
MLB offered CBC in exchange for 
a commission, a license to promote 
MLB.com’s fantasy baseball 
games on CBC’s website, provided 
CBC discontinue its own fantasy 
products.
   Additionally, ESPN, CBS 
Sportsline, Sporting News and 
Yahoo! Sports were awarded 
licenses by MLBAM who pay $2 
million annually to MLBAM for 
the right to run their own fantasy 
leagues. And it appears rather 
evident that the issue is not about 
the “right of publicity” but the 
right to cash in on and control 
another entity which MLB has yet 
to conquer.
   Since statistical information had 

always been considered in the public 
domain according to prior case law, 
it was a rather creative leap in legal 
gymnastics that MLBAM came up 
with in order to ward off the use of 
problematic future technologies or 
entities which could arise and make 
use of such statistical data. 
   MLB was joined through amicus 
briefs, filed with the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the 8th Circuit, by the 
NFL, the NHL, the NBA, the NFL 
Players Association, the PGA Tour, 
and the National Association for 
Stock Car Auto Racing, amongst 
others. It is clear that there is a big 
business expectation of windfall 
profits for such a venture which at 
one point started out not all that long 
ago with a bunch of guys sitting 
around drinking beers talking about 
forming a rotisserie league for fun. 
   But lost in all of the legal 
shenanigans of this litigation is 
perhaps the message that ensues 
at its result. And that is that 
essentially fantasy leagues are a 
form of gambling. It is more than 
ironic, given all of the history 
and more recent threats to the 
integrity of professional sports, 
such as officiating in the NBA, 
which now prohibits any type of 
gambling amongst its referees year 
round, and MLB’s historic credo 
of zero tolerance when it comes to 

gambling on its sport. 
   The promotion of fantasy leagues 
by MLB, the NFL and now the NBA 
is a distinct conflict of interest. But 
that did not prevent MLB and the 
MLBPA from testifying before the 
U.S. Congress, prior to its passage 
of the 2006 Unlawful Internet 
Gambling Enforcement Act, in 
lobbying for fantasy leagues to be 
exempt from the Act. 
Yet, amazingly MLB does not 
consider fantasy leagues to fall 
under the same umbrella as 
gambling since it does not directly 
“attempt to influence the outcome 
of a game or a baseball player’s 
performance.” MLB went as far 
as saying that playing in a fantasy 
league is a game of skill not of 
chance such as in a gambling casino 
and thereby is not really betting.
   Well, in its astute discretion, the 
U.S. Congress agreed with MLB 
allowing the continued organized 
fantasy leagues to remain on the 
internet and officially exempt 
from the 2006 law. But whether or 
not fantasy leagues have a direct 
bearing on the outcome of a MLB, 
NFL or NBA game, such fantasy 
leagues both directly and indirectly 
encourage gambling. 
   Yet, there is little distinction made 
in the minds of most participants 
and onlookers who happen to be 

the fans. Most associate fantasy 
leagues as a form of gambling 
as wagers are made, money is 
collected and a purse is paid out to 
the winners. Makes one think how 
these professional sports leagues 
and players associations can get 
away with such nonsensical drivel. 
   We can only rationalize it to the 
extent that the leagues are willing 
to risk such an association with 
gambling and their sports if there 
is a buck to be made. And even it 
is off the backs of small operators 
who created the whole fantasy 
league business in the first place.
   Next up for MLB is perhaps 
a second appeal before the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the 8th 
Circuit before a nine- judge panel 
or even an attempt to petition the 
U.S. Supreme Court, which could 
either not choose to hear the case or 
remand it back the District Court. 
MLB is currently thinking about its 
next move.
   And once again, MLB is trying 
to control everything baseball, even 
at the expense of alienating its fans 
or even worse to encourage that 
which it says it will never condone: 
gambling. 

Contact: dgrassi@cox.net

 A generation ago, the 
designers at Ford did something 
special.
 They tossed out the 
square, sluggish, ungainly, bottom 
heavy mold which dictated the 
shape of virtually every station 
wagon then on the road and came 
up with something new which they 
called the Taurus. Unlike the clumsy 
astrological bull it was named after, 
this vehicular Taurus was an eye-
catching, aero-dynamic, curved, 
powerful crossover offering the 
storage capacity of the traditional, 
boxy station wagons with the sex 
appeal, speed and handling of full 
size sedans.
 The Taurus crossover 
wagon was a hit and, for five years, it 
was the top selling car in the nation. 
Unfortunately, Ford neglected the 
Taurus, letting it descend into the 
ranks of undistinguished midsized 
sedans and, eventually, fade into 
irrelevance. The legend of the Ford 
Taurus exists: it remains one of the 
best known names among all Ford 
vehicles, along with the Mustang 
and F-150 pickup.  But the appeal of 
the Taurus as a stylish and practical 
car that people wanted to drive was 
gone.
 Now Ford is hoping 
lightning can strike again, and has 
resurrected the storied name not 
once, but twice in the form of the 
Taurus sedan and an SUV called 
the Taurus X. In each case, Ford 
has taken an existing vehicle with 
promise but a mediocre track record, 
given it an extensive makeover, and 
hopes that the Taurus name will 
cause people to take another and 
more favorable look.  In both cases, 
there is a new look – the three-bar 
chrome grill popularized by the new, 
successful, Ford Edge crossover 
– dominates the front and ensures 
a family resemblance. The pairing 
is a gamble which the astrological 
gods may actually smile upon.
 The Taurus sedan 
replaces the Ford Five Hundred, 
a competent and comfortable but 
undistinguished and underpowered 
sedan. Ford’s decision to replace 
the Five Hundred with the Taurus 
sedan was easy: “Consumer 
awareness of the Taurus name is 
double that of the Five Hundred 
that it’s replacing,” explained Ford 
President Mark Fields.
 The look of the Five 
Hundred was the first casualty of the 
transformation to a Taurus. Design 
manager Mark Conforzi said the 
front end of the Five Hundred had 
to go. “We felt it was too full and 
heavy,” he said. “We took a lot of 
the visual weight off by knocking 
off the corners.” 
 In the end, the new 
Taurus sedan resembles an updated 
version of Lincoln LS without any 
of its stodginess, and looks nothing 
like the undersized, unlamented old 
Taurus. The decreased weight of the 
redesigned front was augmented 
by dumping the Five Hundred’s 
undersized engine and adding a 
263-horsepower V-6 – and engine 
that allows the Taurus run with 
the Avalons, Chevy Impalas, and 
Acuras on the road.   
 Inside, the new Taurus is 
also reminiscent of a Lincoln. The 
center console and doors are framed 
in polished wood accented with 
chrome. The seats, gear shift and 
steering wheel, are covered with 
soft, double-stitched leather, and the 

Shifting Gears: Lightning Striking Twice - The Taurus Times Two
By Roger Witherspoon

power adjustable front seats may be 
heated. The power sun roof adds to 
the spacious feel of the interior 

 The Taurus X, a vehicle 
Ford terms a “full size crossover” 
replaces the interesting but 
undistinguished Ford Freestyle 
SUV. The reincarnated version 
features three rows of seats and 
the storage space of the big box, 
full sized, gas guzzling SUVs, but 
has the sleeker styling, shape and 
– most importantly – the handling 
of the smaller, sexier, two-row 
crossovers such as the Infiniti FX. 
That style change was for more 
than just looks.
 The driving was easy 
through Pennsylvania’s Allegheny 
Mountains en route to the 
Gettysburg Battlefield when the sun 
was abruptly replaced by roiling 
storm clouds riding on 50 mile an 
hour wind gusts which periodically 
slammed sheets of rain into the 
Taurus X from different directions. 
 At that point, the value 
of traveling in a vehicle with the 
sleeker styling and curved lines of 
the crossover rather than the big box 
of the full sized SUV was clearly 
evident. The Taurus X, with its all 
wheel drive and electronic stability 
control program was, at all times, 
a car under control slicing through 
the elements rather than a target to 
be buffeted at the will of the wind. 
In fact, it was difficult to tell how 
hard the wind was gusting with the 
windows up, since the new Taurus 
emphasizes a quiet ride and the 
outside elements did not interfere 
with the jazz flute solos emanating 
from the in-dash CD player.

 Inside, the Taurus X is 
laid out as you might expect from 
a $37,000 SUV that is aimed at a 
shoot-out with the popular Chrysler 
Pacifica. Care was taken to décor in 
the Taurus X, with two-tone, leather 
seats which, in front, can be heated. 
The second row features a pair of 
captain’s chairs with space between 
them – which is handy for easy 
access to children who may be in 
the third row. The cavity in the floor 
in front of the second row of seats 
serves two functions: it provides 
additional leg room for passengers 
who are over six feet tall, and a 
convenient fold-away niche for the 
seats if you want to fold them down 
to enlarge the storage area.
 The third row of the 

Taurus X is intended primarily for 
kids or small adults, but they will 
ride in comfort. In addition the rear 
row can fold flat to expand what 
would otherwise be a small trunk 
area.
 For a road trip, Ford spent 
some time on the SUV’s interior 
attractions. There is a satellite 
driven navigation system which 
had no trouble finding out-of-the-
way hamlets in the hills around 
Gettysburg. It has a touch activated 
screen which is a lot easier to use 
than the toggle systems. The six-
disc, in-dash CD and MP3 player is 
augmented by a DVD player for the 
enjoyment of those in the rear. Both 
the Taurus sedan and SUV feature 
Sirius satellite radio in addition to 
the locally broadcast, AM and FM 
channels.
 Cars don’t usually get the 

opportunity to rise like a Phoenix 
and start a second life. But Taurus 
does have an enduring name, and in 
its upscale incarnations of sedan and 
SUV, may have another long run at 
the head of the vehicular pack.

2008 Taurus X AWD
7 - Passenger SUV

MSRP: $37,110
EPA Mileage: 15 MPG City  
22 MPG Highway
As Tested Mileage: 15 MPG City 
19.4 MPG Highway

Performance/ Safety:
Towing Capacity: 2,000 Pounds
3.5-Liter aluminum, DOHC V-6 
engine producing 263 horsepower 
and 249 pound-feet of torque; 6-
speed automatic transmission; 
all wheel drive; 18-inch, 7-spoke 

chrome wheels; Macpherson strut 
front suspension; independent 
multi-link rear suspension; power 
rack & pinion steering; advanced 
traction control, 4-wheel, anti-lock 
disc brakes; reverse sensor system; 
front seat side airbags; 3-row safety 
airbag canopy; fog lamps.

Interior/ Comfort:
AM/FM/ Sirius satellite radio; DVD 
player; 6-disc, in-dash CD and 
MP3 player; voice activated media 
system; satellite navigation system; 
tilt & telescope steering wheel with 
fingertip media and cruise controls; 
telescope foot pedals; 3-zone 
climate controls; roof rails; heated 
front seats; fold flat 2nd and 3rd row 
seats.

2008 Taurus Limited FWD
4 – Door Sedan

MSRP: $31,650
EPA Mileage: 18 MPG City,  
28 MPG Highway

Performance / Safety:
0 – 60 MPH   
7.7 Seconds

Top Speed    
110 MPH

3.5-Liter aluminum, DOHC V-6 
engine producing 263 horsepower 
and 249 pound-feet of torque; 6-
speed automatic transmission; 
front wheel drive; 18-inch, 8-spoke 
aluminum wheels; Macpherson 
strut front suspension; independent 
multi-link rear suspension; power 
rack & pinion steering; advanced 
traction control, 4-wheel, anti-lock 
disc brakes; reverse sensor system; 
dual stage, front seat, side airbags.

Interior/ Comfort:
AM/FM/ Sirius satellite radio; 6-
disc, in-dash CD and MP3 player; 
voice activated media system; 
satellite navigation system; tilt 
& telescope steering wheel with 
fingertip media and cruise controls; 
telescope foot pedals; power 
sunroof.

Roger Witherspoon is automotive 
columnist to the Dallas Examiner, 
Westchester Times Tribune, and 
Yonkers Tribune, among other 

media.
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In Memoriam Notice   
Westchester Times Tribune publishes paid obituaries (In Memoriam) of people who have lived, worked, or have family in Westchester County. All notices must be received by Friday, by 12:00 Noon, for inclusion in the next 

week’s edition. Place a paid notice by directing email  to WTTeditor@gmail.com.

In Memoriam
Albert Francis DeMarco of 
Yonkers, NY, passed away 
peacefully at Calvary Hospital 
on Thursday, November 8, 2007. 
Albert was born in Yonkers, NY on 
May 21, 1930 to the proud parents 
of Umberto and Rose DeMarco. He 
graduated from the Yonkers Public 
Schools. He served in the US 
Army (Special Services) during the 
Korean War. Albert was employed 
by the City of Yonkers in the Dept. 
of Public Works and a member 
of Teamsters Local 456. Albert 
enjoyed his family, friends, and co-
workers, delighting them with his 
quick sense of humor and jokes. 
He was an avid sports enthusiast. 
Some of his accomplishments in 
the areas of sports included: his 
first love; basketball, boxing, and 
all sports. Albert won the Schools 
Boy Race as a youngster from 
St. Mary’s Elementary School 
through the CYO organization. 
In addition, he was involved in 
the Yonkers PAL; as a referee 
(umpire), coach, and sometimes, 
boxer. In the Army, Albert won 
the Golden Glove Award for the 
featherweight division, something 
to which his daughter, Mary, shared 
with many of her students. Both 
his son and daughter showed their 
pride whenever they spoke of their 
dad’s sports achievements. One of 
the main staples of the PAL was his 
dear friend, Sal Corrente. The New 
York Daily News took a picture of 
the referees prior to the start of 
the Empire State Games. He loved 
attending the events as well as 
being one of the time keepers. Also, 
his “best” friend, Jimmy Loehr, 
attended the games and looked 
forward to July every year with 
his friend, Al. Albert supported his 
wife, Vera, through her banking 
career and the many humanitarian 
efforts on behalf of the citizens 
of the City of Yonkers. One of 
his proudest moments happened 
during the Columbus Day Parade, 
where Vera was Grand Marshal 
of the Yonkers Columbus Day 
Parade; they shared the meeting of 

one of the greatest boxers of our 
time, Rocky Graziano. In addition, 
during the Enrico Fermi Breakfast, 
he had the opportunity to “flirt” 
with Gina Lolabrigita (a fine classy 
Italian lady). Albert was proud to 
have Italian-American roots from 
Reggio, in Calabria, and immensely 
enjoyed the meetings that are held 
every third Tuesday of the month 
for the American Committtee on 
Italian Migration (ACIM) to which 
his wife, Vera was and still is the 
President for the past 25 years or 
so. Albert was a member of the 
following organizations and proud 
of it; they include: American Heart 
Association - Yonkers Chapter, 
American Cancer Society -Daffodil 
Days, Chippewa Club - many Italian 
meals were served and cooked by 
the family, Meals on Wheels, North 
Yonkers Boys Club - presently 
called the Donna Walshin Boys and 
Girls Club. Albert had his corner 
on North Broadway and Roberts 
Ave.; where he was a school guard 
officer, protecting the students from 
Christ the King and School #16. He 
was loved by the students, parents, 
teachers, neighbors, and even the 
principals; especially, Mrs. Eisner. 
Albert is survived by his loving 
wife, Vera, his daughter, Mary and 
husband, Curtis R. Hudson and 
his son, Michael. His sister, Mary 
Anderson and her husband, Richard. 
Also, many family members 
from the DeMarco/ Zappia clans. 
Predeceased by his parents, Umberto 
and Rose DeMarco and his in-laws, 
Rosario and Catherine Zappia. He 
is also survived by his Uncle James 
Maccagnano and his aunt, Yolanda 
B. Bueti. Al had a favorite cousin, 
Bobby Maccagnano, who came to 
visit with Al before and during his 
hospital and nursing home days. Al 
always enjoyed his visits; and he 
made his last visit and traveled to 
the nursing home before his transfer 
to Calvary; Al smiled and even 
though he couldn’t talk, his eyes 
told the story; of how happy Bob 
made him feel, even listening to his 
jokes over and over again. Mass of 
Christian Burial was conducted at 

Sacred Heart Church. Interment, 
St. Joseph Cemetery. Donations 
may be made to Calvary Hospital, 
1740 Eastchester Rd., Bronx, NY 
10461. The family would like to 
thank everyone who prayed for Al 
during his illness. Whalen & Ball 
Funeral Home, 168 Park Avenue, 
Yonkers, NY  (914) 965-5488 
whalenandballfh.com 

Farah S. Hattar, 65, of Yonkers, 
passed away on November 12, 2007. 
He was born on June 3, 1942 in 
Jordan to Sheddah and Edeh Hattar. 
Farah married his loving wife Tarize 
Hattar in 1971 in Jordan. They then 
came to the United States in 1971 
and settled in Yonkers. Farah was 
one of the original Hattars to come 
to the United States and started the 
immigration of his family to the 
United States. He was employed 
at the Stewart Stamping Company 
in Yonkers. Farah was known as a 
peacemaker in his community and 
he believed in hard work and a 
good education for his family. He 
was a devoted husband, father and 
brother. He is predeceased by his 
brother Nasri Hattar and his sister 
Rusmia Hattar. Farah is survived by 
his loving wife Tarize of Yonkers, 
his beloved children, Husam Hattar 
of Yonkers, Lorene (Hiran) Hattar of 
Jordan, Sharene Hattar of Yonkers, 
his cherished grandchildren Nasri 
and Hanna Hattar, his adored 
brothers, Salti Hattar and Issa 
Hattar, both of Yonkers, Kareem 
Hattar of Jordan, sisters, Bana 
Hattar and Marian Hattar, both of 
Yonkers and Kareema Hattar of 
Poughkeepsie. A Mass of Christian 
Burial was held for Farah at St. 
Mary’s Good Shepherd Church in 
Yonkers, with Interment following 
at St. Mary’s Cemetery in Yonkers. 
In lieu of flowers, donations may 
be made in Farah’s memory to St. 
Mary’s Good Shepherd Church, 103 
So. Broadway, Yonkers, NY 10701. 
Whalen & Ball Funeral Home, 168 
Park Avenue, Yonkers, NY  (914) 
965-5488 whalenandballfh.com 

Mary A. Kennedy, 92, a life long 
Yonkers Resident passed away on 
November 7, 2007 at St. John’s 
Riverside Hospital. She was born on 
May 23, 1915 in Yonkers to James 
P. and Mary Holleran Kennedy. 
Mary attended St. Joseph’s School 
in Yonkers. Mary worked in the 
payroll department for Precision 
Valve Corp. in Yonkers for many 
years retiring when she was in 
her 80s. She spent many years 
caring for and loving all the time 
she could spend with her family. 
She is predeceased by her parents, 
her sisters Marjorie Hoar, Cecelia 
Wenz, her brother James Kennedy, 
her cousin Ann MacKenzie, and her 
three nephews Joseph Hoar, Peter 
Hoar and James Kennedy. Mary is 
survived by her caring sister in law 
Ruth Kennedy, her loving nieces 
and nephews Paul Kennedy, Patrice 
Coughlin, Susan Baldeschwiler, 
Michael Wenz, Mary Ann Wenz, 
Sharon MacKenzie, Jean Miller and 
her cherished and adored 17 great 
nieces and nephews and three great 
grandnieces and nephews and her 
entire extended family of her nieces 
and nephews spouses. A Mass of 
Christian burial was held for Mary at 
the Scared Heart Church in Yonkers 
with Entombment following at the 
Shrine of Memories Mausoleum at 
Ferncliff Cemetery in Hartsdale. 
The family received friends at the 
Whalen & Ball Funeral Home, 168 
Park Avenue, Yonkers, NY  (914) 
965-5488 whalenandballfh.com 

Margaret T. Lomma (nee Murray) 
of Yonkers died on Thursday, 
November 8, 2007 at age 77. Born 
on November 2, 1930 to Timothy 
and Mary Agnes (Remer) Murray 
in White Plains, NY, where she was 
raised and educated. She has been a 
Yonkers resident for over 50 years. 
On January 28, 1954 she married 
Anthony Lomma in Sacred Heart 
Church; He survives. Mrs. Lomma 
is survived by three children, 
Joan (Craig) Delaney of Newport 
Coast, Calif, Rosemary (Richard) 
Coyne of Yonkers and Tim (Lisa) 
Lomma of Manapalan, NJ and 

two grandchildren, Julianna and 
Anthony. She is also survived by two 
brothers, James and William Murray 
and her sisster, Alice DeLuigi. She 
was predeceased by three brothers 
and three sisters; Jack, Bob, Danny, 
Ginny, Joan and Connie. Mass of 
Christian Burial was conducted at 
Sacred Heart Church. Interment St. 
Joseph Cemetery. Whalen & Ball 
Funeral Home, 168 Park Avenue, 
Yonkers, NY  (914) 965-5488 
whalenandballfh.com

Thomas Menton of Yonkers, died 
on Saturday November 10, 2007 at 
age 87. Born on August 14, 1920 
to James and Agnes (McCrave) 
Menton in New York City; he came 
to Yonkers at age 12; attended local 
schools and graduated from Gorton 
High School. Mr. Menton was a 
New York City Fireman for over 30 
years; retiring in 1976. On June 12, 
1943 he married Mary Sullivan in 
St. Margaret’s Church; she survives 
living in Yonkers. Mr. Menton 
was a parishioner of St. Anthony’s 
Church; a former member of the 
Fire Dept’s Holy Name Society 
and a World War II Navy Veteran. 
Besides his wife Mary, he is 
survived by his three children; James 
(Joannie) Menton of Carmel, John 
( Anne Marie) Menton of Yonkers 
and Mary Louise (Michael) Paris 
of Warwick. He is also survived 
by seven grandchildren; Jimmy, 
Brian, Maureen, Dan, Shawn, 
Michael and Elizabeth and two 
great-grandchildren; Jimmy and 
Samantha. He was predeceased by 
his son Thomas who died in 1956 
and his brother Patrick Menton. 
Visiting hours will be at the Whalen 
& Ball F.H. on Tuesday from 2-
4 and 7-9pm. Mass of Christian 
Burial will be held in St. Anthony’s 
Church on Wednesday November 
14th at 10am. Interment Gate of 
Heaven Cemetery. Whalen & Ball 
Funeral Home, 168 Park Avenue, 
Yonkers, NY  (914) 965-5488 
whalenandballfh.com 
 
 Edith M. Peters (Nee Howe) of 

Yonkers died on Wed. Nov. 14, 2007 
at age 84. Born on Dec. 26, 1922 to 
Arthur and Margaret (Mansfield) 
Howe in Yonkers where she was 
raised, graduating from St. Joseph’s 
and Gorton H.S. Mrs. Peters worked 
as a School Crossing Guard for the 
City of Yonkers for 10 years, and 
a Unit Clerk at Yonkers General 
Hospital for 16 years; Retiring in 
1989. Edith was a parishioner of 
Sacred Heart Church. A member of 
the Fr. Finian Social Club and the 
Women’s Institute. She is survived 
by her three children Joseph Peters of 
Mahopac, James Peters of Yonkers 
and Janet Lynn, Abel of Penn. She is 
also survived by six grandchildren 
and five great-grandchildren. She 
was predeceased by her three 
Brothers; Francis, Arthur and John 
Howe. Mass of Christian Burial in 
Sacred Heart Church. Interment St. 
Mary’s Cemetery. Whalen & Ball 
Funeral Home,168 Park Avenue, 
Yonkers, NY  (914) 965-5488 
whalenandballfh.com
 
Mary Vetrano (nee DelBene) 
of Yonkers died on Wednesday, 
November 14, 2007 at age 92. Born 
on October 15, 1915 to Louis and 
Ann (DiBiase) DelBene in Yonkers 
where she was raised and attended 
local schools. Mrs. Vetrano worked 
as a waitress at the Washington Arms 
in Mamaroneck for many years. On 
December 14, 1948 she married 
Emilio Vetrano in Greenwich, 
CT. He died in 1986. Mary was a 
parishioner of Sacred Heart Church 
and a member of the Bryn Mawr 
Senior’s Club. She is survived by 
her nieces Janet Ormond and Linda 
DelBene and her nephews John 
and James DelBene and several 
great nieces and great nephews 
and a stepson Robert Brandt. She 
was predeceased by her sister Ann 
Merrill and her three brothers, 
Joseph, John and Anthony DelBene. 
Whalen & Ball Funeral Home, 168 
Park Avenue, Yonkers, NY  (914) 
965-5488 whalenandballfh.com

Dear EarthTalk: I have been alarmed 
at recent news about dangerous 
substances in kids’ toys shipped 
to the U.S. from China, though 
I doubt that such concerns are 
limited to Chinese products. What 
are the major issues associated with 
chemicals in child toys?  -- Carla 
M., Chicago, IL 

   Recent concerns surrounding 
toxic chemicals in children’s toys 
have focused on “phthalates” 
(pronounced THA-lates), a group 
of chemical compounds typically 
added to plastics to increase 
their softness and flexibility, and 
bisphenol A (BPA), a building 
block for polycarbonate plastic 
that is used primarily in shatter-
resistant baby bottles. Phthalates 
are found in numerous industrial 
and consumer products, including 
plastic intravenous (IV) bags used 
in hospitals, fishing lures and nail 
polishes. One phthalate, diisononyl 
phthalate (DINP), is commonly 
used in the manufacture of soft 
vinyl products made for babies, 
such as bath books, rubber ducks 
and teething rings. 
   Studies have linked BPA to the 
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“Recent concerns surrounding 
toxic chemicals in children’s toys 
have focused on “phthalates,”  

chemical compounds commonly 
used in the manufacture of soft 
vinyl products made for babies, 

such as bath books, rubber ducks 
and teething rings.” Photo (right) 

courtesy of Getty Images.

disruption of hormone function in 
rats, and to increased breast and 
prostate cancer cell growth, early 
puberty and obesity in humans. 
Other studies have linked phthalates 
like DINP to rodent cancers and 
genital abnormalities, especially in 
males. 
   The city of San Francisco would 
have been the first U.S. jurisdiction 
to ban phthalates and BPA from 
children’s toys and feeding products 
under a “Stop Toxic Toys” bill 
signed by mayor Gavin Newsom 
in June 2006, but lawsuits backed 
by chemical and toy manufacturers 
(and filed by a coalition including 
the California Retailers Association, 
the California Grocers Association 
and the American Chemistry 
Council) stalled the initiative, 
which had been set to take effect 
December 1, 2006. 
   Then on October 15, 2007, 
California governor Arnold 
Schwarzenegger signed into law 
AB 1108 (also known as the 
California Toxic Toys Bill), making 
California the first state in the 
country to ban the use of phthalates 
from children’s products. “We are 
thrilled that California is taking 

action to protect our kids from 
dangerous chemicals,” said Dan 
Jacobson, Legislative Director for 
Environment California, which co-
sponsored the legislation along with 
the Breast Cancer Fund. “This bill is 
so important because as children’s 
minds and bodies go through the 
delicate processes of growing and 
developing, they are particularly 
vulnerable to chemicals that could 
affect proper development.” 
   The European Union considers 
phthalates dangerous enough to ban 
them from children’s products, and 
has ordered the removal of many 
variations from children’s products 
and banned still others, including 
DINP, from anything that kids might 
put in their mouths. Environment 
California and other groups see the 
EU ban as evidence that alternatives 
to these plasticizers exist and must 
be explored in the U.S. “Many 
places in the world have to comply 
with restrictions on phthalates,” 
says Rachel Gibson, an attorney 
for Environment California. “It’s a 
mystery why we sell toxic toys to 
American kids.” 
   Until more stringent regulations 
are passed, consumers can use the 

recycling codes on plastic products 
to determine content. If it’s marked 
#7, it’s polycarbonate plastic and 
contains BPA; if it’s marked #3, it’s 
polyvinyl chloride (PVC) plastic 
and contains potentially harmful 
phthalates. 
Contacts: Environment California, 
www.environmentcalifornia.org/
environmental-health/stop-toxic-
toys; Breast Cancer Fund, www.
breastcancerfund.org/site/pp.asp?c
=kwKXLdPaE&b=3486437.  

 

Dear EarthTalk: What are 
the best sources out there for 
environmentally friendly consumer 
products? I don’t want to have to 
drive all over creation for green 
laundry and other cleaning products 
or to find carpets, bedding and 
other necessities that won’t bring 
chemicals into my home.          -- 
Vanessa G., via e-mail 

   Although green-friendly goods 
are starting to show up just about 
everywhere, finding all the right 
products is still not as simple as a 
one-stop trip to the mall or major 
grocer. However, there are several 
reputable websites, mail order 
catalogs and storefront retailers 
that cater to the eco-motivated 
consumer. 
   Online shoppers need not steer 
their web browser any further than 
Gaiam.com. The company sells, via 
its website and a printed catalog, a 
wide range of green items—from 
phosphate-free detergents and 
organic cotton bedding to compact 
fluorescent light bulbs and backyard 
composting kits. In 2000 Gaiam 
acquired RealGoods, the nation’s 
foremost retailer of “solar living” 

“Green-friendly goods are starting to show up just about everywhere, and the Internet is teeming with websites 
that cater to the eco-motivated consumer.” Photo courtesy of Getty Images.

products, including solar water 
heaters, energy-efficient lighting 
and household battery chargers. 
Beyond mail order endeavors, the 
merged company also gets green 
goods out into mainstream retail 
outlets via partnerships with Target, 
Borders and others. 
   Another good one-stop shop for 
green consumer goods is Green 
Home, which sells thousands of 
environmentally responsible home 
products online. From bedding 
and table wear to paper goods 
and lunchboxes, Green Home 
has the green consumer covered. 
Green Home was founded by 
Linda Mason Hunter, author of 
The Healthy Home: an Attic-To-
Basement Guide to Toxin-Free 
Living, because she was having 
trouble sourcing environmentally 
friendly home items. Green Home 
also publishes the online magazine 
Living, a repository of feature 
articles on various aspects of living 
a greener lifestyle. 
   If you’re more inclined to 
browsing store aisles than websites, 
natural foods markets like Whole 
Foods and Wild Oats (now being 
acquired by Whole Foods) carry 

a large number of green lifestyle 
products on their shelves. These 
stores aren’t just about organic 
produce anymore, and now stock 
everything from green detergents to 
cookware. 
Looking for more durable kinds of 
goods? The best one-stop source for 
green building materials is Ecohaus 
(formerly the Environmental Home 
Center), which stocks and ships a 
wide range of building materials, 
household equipment and supplies, 
kitchen and bath fixtures, flooring, 
countertops and cabinets, paints, 
finishes, wall coverings and home 
energy systems. The company has 
three stores in Portland and Bend, 
Oregon and Seattle, Washington, 
and also sells online. 
For those harder-to-find green 
goods, check out EcoSeek.net, 
which bills itself as “the Internet’s 
first green product search engine.” 
The site includes links to and in 
some cases reviews of more than 
6,500 different green products 
from over 300 merchants. While 
it’s no one-stop shop—users 
purchase individual items direct 
from individual merchants—it 
does make for some interesting 

browsing. Another good online stop 
is EcoMall, which lists thousands of 
socially responsible manufacturers 
and distributors of just about every 

type of green product imaginable. 
   Contacts: Gaiam, www.gaiam.com; 
Green Home, www.greenhome.
com; Ecohaus, www.ecohaus.

com; EcoSeek, www.ecoseek.net; 
EcoMall, www.ecomall.com. 
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Yonkers, New York

7$
Right Here  Right Now

Billion
in Development

Come Grow With Us
Did you know that $7 billion in development proj-

ects are happening right here, right now in Yonkers? 

The City of Yonkers features some of the broadest 

urban redevelopment plans in the New York Metro 

Area and is on the cutting edge of commercial, em-

ployment and investment opportunities for busi-

nesses just like yours. These exciting opportunities 

have been made possible by the Yonkers IDA.

We’re Here To Help
We offer qualified projects financial incentives in the 

form of sales and mortgage tax exemptions, real 

property tax abatments and tax exempt bonds.

Make Yonkers Your Next Stop
Call Ellen Lynch today!

470 Nepperhan Avenue, Suite 200
Yonkers, NY 10701

Phone (914) 509-8651
Fax (914) 509-8650

info@YonkersIDA.com

Mayor Phil Amicone, Chairman
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