
tongued bloggers have advised that 
despite Mayor Phil Amicone’s recent 
suggestion that the Yonkers jail, 
situated along the redevelopment 
site, should be turned into a museum, 

it is now promised 
to be demolished. 
No sooner had the 
mayor’s proposal 
been divulged, he 
was advised that 
grants available 
to transform the 
jail into a museum 
would cannibalize 
other projects in the 
area, also demanding 
of grant money. And 
that is when talk was 
renewed to have the 

jail demolished; the suggestion was 
that a jail be built near the Cacace 
Justice Center.
   Approximately fifteen years ago, 
thoughts of building a jail were 
formalized to be part of the Cacace 
Justice Center design. The jail 
would occupy the uppermost floor 
of the building. The “jail” was built, 
but it did not meet the regulatory 
requirements demanded and soon 
became a worthless floor; it never 
passed or won regulatory muster. 
The City of Yonkers paid for the 
development and got a storage 
facility used to this day. It is in 
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The Hezitorial

   Government, the marriage of 
the executive (City Hall) and the 
legislative (City Council) and the 
Judiciary (the courts) are intertwined 
in a supposed, dance of checks and 
balances, for the 
purpose of serving 
the public good. Yet 
for all the years of 
service to the public, 
few administrations, 
whether local, 
state, or national, 
have nurtured a 
lasting respect 
among the voter, 
instead, cajoling 
distrust among the 
populace over that of 
building bridges of 
understanding. I offer an example 
of contention that likely should not 
have come to be, yet continues to 
percolate disgust and resentment 
beyond which few have been 
extricated.
   Let’s look at the Alexander Street 
Redevelopment. A swath of land 
that cries out for attention and 
development too long ignored by 
lack of funding, and worse still, a 
lack of vision. The Alexander Street 
Development Project is overseen 
by the Community Development 
Agency, a land development 
corporation, unencumbered 
of scrutiny by the Freedom of 
Information Law (FOIL). Acid-

Trust of Government 
Abandoned

By Hezi Aris

Your World, Our Beat; Now You Know!

   The atmosphere in the vast, 
cream-colored marble lobby of the 
Khamsa Hotel in the Tunis suburb 
of Gammarth fairly crackles with 
energy, suspense and anticipation.  
Upwards of 200 attractive, business-
attired 20-something men and 
women sit at low tables that ring 
the lobby, drinking coffee, smoking 
cigarettes or standing in small 
groups near the door to a meeting 
room. Waiting.  They have come 

Tunisia:Timeless and Contemporary 
By Barbara Barton Sloane

Barbara Barton 
Sloane

to a recruiting session hoping to be 
hired by one of the several airline 
companies conducting interviews 
here. 
   Interviews over, now all that 
remains is to hear the words: 
“You’re hired!” 
   I asked if I could join a group 
of four young women huddled 
anxiously together on a sofa.  They 

were uniformly dark-eyed, pretty, 
and two of the gals sported perky 
pony tails.  They were receptive to 
my questions about their interviews 
and chances of being hired.  Ashraf, 
slender, soft-spoken and pert in a 
trim navy pants suit, explained:  
“We are here because this is a big 
opportunity for us.  We do not 
have so many chances for jobs.  

To become a flight attendant for 
Qatar Airlines would be great!”  I 
wished them good luck, and joined 
three young men, smoking and 
feigning an air of indifference.  
Once we began talking, however, 
each echoed the young women’s 
enthusiasm and hopes of landing a 

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- Students 
from Monroe College were out in full 
force for the annual Thanksgiving 
Parade in New Rochelle. Several 
different student groups were 

Monroe College 
Participates in  
New Rochelle 

Thanksgiving  Day 
Parade

Monroe College Cheerleaders

represented including the 
cheerleaders, dancers, and 
Homecoming King & Queen Court 
candidates.

MAMARONECK, NY -- A print 
by Purchase College Art and 
Design Professor Michael Torlen, 
Mamaroneck, NY, was recently 
purchased by the Springfield Art 
Museum in Springfield, MO. The 

The Longest Journey, by Michael Torlen

Print by Mamaroneck’s 
Michael Torlen Purchased 
by Springfield Art Museum

print, The Longest Journey, was 
featured in Prints U.S.A. 2007, 
a national, biennial competitive 
exhibition which opened at the 

Show Prep 
By Bob Marrone

Show Prep

   Albert Einstein once said, “I 
believe in Spinoza’s God, who 
reveals himself in the harmony of 
all that exists.” Soothing words for 
an Agnostic like me. Every single 
day of my life I wrestle with this 
largest of all questions, and it works 
its way into every endeavor, large or 
small.  Often, on the radio, it works 
its way publicly into my opinions, 
fears, loves and hopes.   
   Why would God reveal himself 
in such away that he/she/it is filled 
with vengeance and retribution?  
The Pastor on Sunday warns us 
about hell’s fire, the Bible can 
be quoted accurately about the 
Creator “striking down upon thee 
with furious anger”, Muslims are 
fanning out across the globe killing 
and beheading in Allah’s name, and 
the first great monotheistic religion, 
a true faith of love and humanity, 
holds firm to a holiday calling 
for God to kill first born male 
Egyptions, save for some animal 
blood on the door.  And all of them, 
at one time or another, embraced the 

NEW YORK, NY -- Citing Chronic 
Obstructive Pulmonary Disease 
(COPD) as the fourth leading cause 
of death in America, Congressman 
Eliot Engel met with newsman Ted 
Koppel in support of legislation to 
amend the Social Security Act to 

Engel Supports Cardiac 
Rehabilitation Act

Newsman Ted Koppell Asks His Support for 
Legislation

provide coverage for cardiac and 
pulmonary rehabilitation services.
   Rep. Engel said, “This disease kills 
120,000 in the United States each 
year, and in 2001 was responsible 
for approximately 726,000 
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By
Zuri A. Stanback
 www.urbanshout.com
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Slouching Toward the Potomac
By Bob Weir

Letters to the Editor

NEW ROCHELLE, NY – Listen 
to the On the Level with Hezi Aris 
call-in program on WVOX-1460 
AM radio this and every Tuesday. 
The show is heard live by way of 
streaming audio technology on your 
computer, from 10:00 am through 
11:00 am. 
   For those who can’t get enough 
radio, consider listening to Hezi 
Aris this Thursday, November 29th, 
at 8:30 am, as he discusses events 
impacting Westchester politics 
with Bob Marrone, host of Good 
Morning, Westchester. Join Bob 
Marrone every day from 6:00 am 
through 9:00 am during your daily 
commute from Monday through 
Friday.
   The call-in talk show format 
invites your perspective; share your 
thoughts. Call us at 914-636-0110. 
Those who call are asked to please 
stay on topic.

Senior Citizens Should 
be Able to Work Off Tax 
Hikes 
   During the past year taxes at 
every level of government has 
gone up. The County Executive 
just announced a tax hike. Town, 
village school & fire districts have 
also been increasing taxes annually. 
These tax hikes are forcing people 
to vote with their feet -- they are 
moving out of Westchester.
   I suggest that the NYS Legislature 
authorize local governments, school 
districts to provide residents with 
the opportunity to work off part of 
their property taxes. 
   In Boston there is a program 
called the Senior Citizen Property 
Tax Work Off program. Seniors 
are able to reduce their taxes by 
up to $750 in property tax relief 

in exchange for volunteer service 
to the community. This is helpful 
to seniors who are house rich and 
cash poor. Boston Mayor Thomas 
Menino said. Seniors benefit by 
a reduction in their annual tax 
payment. The city benefits by the 
help of experienced volunteers.
   Property taxes are a major 
problem for senior citizens. This 
concept also helps seniors who 
don’t meet requirements for existing 
elder property tax exemptions. 
Departments (such as the library) 
with a need for additional 
volunteers would be able to benefit 
from program. Retirees could teach 
classes at schools.
   Boston is not the only 
Massachusetts community that has 
this program. Townsend lets its 
qualifying seniors earn $500, while 
Newton seniors can erase up to 

$750.
   Other major cities have sponsored 
similar programs in the past.
   In 1976, Hartford enacted a 
property tax work-off measure that 
extended beyond senior citizens. In 
Connecticut’s capital, any resident 
who was unemployed or with a 
property tax bill greater than 10 
percent of their annual income could 
work off up to the entire property 
tax burden, according to a 1981 
report in The New York Times.
   While the Hartford program did 
not set age requirements, within 
five years, 70 percent of participants 
were age 50 or older. When I was a 
student in the late 1970s I urged the 
Scarsdale Village Board of Trustees 
to adopt such a program. The 
Scarsdale Village Board approved 
the plan but the NY State Legislature 
never authorized such a program. 

I will be organizing a county-
wide lobbying effort so that this 
program can be offered to residents 
at the county, municipal and school 
levels.

Paul Feiner,  
Greenburgh Town Supervisor

Developing Echo Bay 
   It seems to me, after hearing the 
mayor of New Rochelle discuss 
Echo Bay on WVOX-1460 AM on 
Tuesday that he has his head in the 
sand. The once Queen City, with its 
grandiose plans of development cost 
it its soul. How dare the mayor talk 
of developing Echo Bay without 
first confirming for his constituents 
that the area is perfectly safe? 
How dare he continue promoting 
the twenty-five-years-old renewal 

reality a storage closet. 
   It seems in Yonkers, as in so 
many communities throughout 
Westchester, that life has the last 
laugh; returning dilemmas and 
quagmires, over a decade old, 
to be revisited; impressing our 
sensibilities once again.
   Should the Yonkers jail be 
demolished? Most agree that it must 
be demolished. Is it logical to have 
a jail adjacent to the Cacace Justice 
Center? Most people recognize the 
logic and security of a jail adjacent 
to the Yonkers Courthouse.
   So what is the issue? The attempt 
to build a new jail, planned to be 
built on the uppermost floor of 
the Cacace Justice Center cost the 
taxpayer money and the developer 
has been allegedly paid for a flawed 
boondoggle. That reality itself is 
enough for the public to lose all 
faith in our public servants doing 
what is right for the public good. 
Who will defend the public’s 
rights? Did Yonkers get a refund? 
Has Yonkers continued to use that 
same developer since that fiasco? 
Who facilitated that blunder? Are 

Trust of Government Abandoned
they still sitting on those boards; 
employed by the City of Yonkers to 
this day?
   If there is truly a need to demolish 
and replace the present Yonkers 
jail, why is the speaking of it only 
done so in hushed tones? Why is 
the conjecture making its rounds 
among esoteric circles and not 
among the community at large?  Is 
government concerned that they 
are not believable in their vision 
or is government concerned that 
the public perceives that no matter 
the plan, no matter the value of the 
tenets revealed to its worthiness, if 
and when the project is undertaken, 
it will again be a boondoggle.
   Can we not admit that we do not 
possess the financial acumen to 
undertake complex development 
projects the like of Struever Fidelco 
Cappelli (SFC Yonkers), or that 
we are no match to the likes of 
Forest City Ratner, a $9.5 billion 
corporation listed on the New York 
Stock Exchange? Wouldn’t it be 
more prudent to hire a firm well-
versed and disciplined in going 
head to head with the likes of these 
development behemoths?

   As in every aspect of life, we 
come to forks in the road that 
require reassessment. In the case 
of Yonkers, laden with location, 
location, location, and density, do 
we need to give any more incentives 
to move development ahead? Can 
anyone show how development will 
relieve the homeowners growing 
tax burden? Are there figures by 
which to calculate and decipher 
such equations? Where is the proof? 
Those who may possess such 
actuarials; are they to be believed? 
Can they be trusted? If they are to 
be believed, has a legal remedy 
been devised and insinuated into a 
contractual agreement that specifies 
delineated benchmarks that must 
be met in the completion of these 
development projects? If the plans 
are worthy of consideration, does 
it not also follow that the specific 
thresholds must be met? And if 
they are not completed within a 
set and lenient parameter, will the 
courts remedy the delinquency 
with remuneration to the taxpayer? 
Can we trust government to carry 
any development failings to the 
judiciary? If not, can government 

be trusted on this and or any other 
aspect of governance?  
   The only mandate by which this 
or any administration has been 
bequeathed by the electorate is the 
command for the institution of trust 
in the political equation. The ball 
has now shifted into their court. 
Will government play fairly or will 
they take the ball off the court? 
Trust will be defined over time. Is 
government up to the challenge? 
    How many administrations; how 
many layers of protocol must be 
met before government conducts 
itself in the manner proposed and 
approved? Can government abide 
by agreements made on paper 
or will City Hall and the City 
Council morph projects and plans 
beyond recognition? Will the 15 
years duration from the initial 
plan to replace the jail be lost in 
our minds because we are numb 
to one boondoggle after another? 
We must demand accountability. 
Government must learn to trust the 
mechanisms and protocol they have 
designed so that we may learn to 
trust their governance of us.

plan directly on a “State Superfund 
Site”? How dare he move the city 
yard, pay consultants, or tempt the 
citizens with a vision of a viable 
waterfront when in reality he has 
not even once considered the 
ramifications of his actions. A man 
serving in such a high position is 
ultimately responsible to the people 
he serves. Until he takes his head 
out of the sand, he is only a water 
boy for the lying purveyors of the 
pollution. Only when he allows his 
own children to play and fish there, 
as mine, and others did in PCB’s 
and dioxins (AGENT ORANGE), 
can he promote his plan. May God 
have mercy on his soul. We can 
all see what has happened to the 
Queen’s.
 
Frank Mancuso
Milllbrook, NY

Democrat debate in Las Vegas, I 
became more concerned than ever 
about the future of this country. 
There they stood, the top contenders 
for the nomination of a party that 
many believe will be in charge of 
the White House and both houses 
of Congress in about a year, and 
they were unable to answer simple, 
yes or no questions. We can just 
about eliminate Senators, Dodd 
and Biden, Congressman Kucinich 
and Governor Richardson; they’re 
merely blips on the radar screen 
of poll numbers. So, we’re left 
with Senators Clinton, Obama and 
Edwards; each of whom is vying 
for the title of Panderer in Chief. 
As much as I disagree with the 
philosophy of Biden and Kucinich, 
at least they will answer questions 
directly. Sadly, given their low poll 
numbers, that’s probably because 
they feel they have nothing to lose.  
   Yet, the 3 top contenders bobbed 
and weaved their way around 
questions in a clumsy attempt to 
be on both sides of every issue. 
Obama, who has been criticizing 

Clinton for supporting New York 
Governor Eliot Spitzer’s plan to 
provide drivers licenses to illegal 
aliens, was asked a direct question 
by Wolf Blitzer, the moderator of 
the debate: “Senator Obama, do 
you support giving drivers licenses 
to illegal aliens, yes or no.” That’s 
when the Illinois senator went into 
his dodge-ball routine. He began 
talking about public safety and 
about being distracted from the 
“real” problem, etc., as audience 
members began laughing at his 
inability to say yes or no. When 
Blitzer reiterated that it was a yes or 
no question, the audience laughed 
again as Obama once again did the 
equivocation hustle and ended up 
embarrassing himself. 
   It couldn’t have been more 
obvious that the audience was 
laughing because a top presidential 
contender was reduced to the level 
of mealy-mouthed double-talker 
simply because he didn’t have the 
courage to take a stand on an issue 
of major national significance. After 
that demonstration of uncertainty 

and political impotence, Obama 
should abandon his references to 
Clinton as a flip-flopper. Not getting 
a direct answer from Obama, Blitzer 
went down the line for answers 
to the same question. Similarly, 
Edwards began evading by talking 
about the need for comprehensive 
immigration reform, before being 
interrupted by Blitzer. Ultimately, 
John Kerry’s erstwhile running 
mate, learning from the chagrin 
just experienced by Obama, said 
no. When Clinton’s turn came, 
she was smart enough, or canny 
enough, to respond with a terse 
“no.” Undoubtedly, she’s hoping 
that the voters forget that she just 
performed another flip-flop.  
   The reason for all of this verbal 

legerdemain has its roots in the 
cynical belief that voters are too 
stupid to recognize chicanery when 
they see it. So what if your favorite 
candidate says yes in Iowa and no 
in New Hampshire. Do you really 
expect them to tell the truth when it 
might cost them votes in one venue 
or another? I suppose the American 
people have gotten so used to the 
flagrant disregard for veracity 
by their representatives that they 
consider it to be acceptable as long 
as their candidate agrees with them 
on some issues. But I’ve always 
discovered that liars can’t be trusted. 
Hence, if your favorite candidate is 
a liar, what hope do you have that 
he or she will follow through on 
promises made?  
   The problem with politics is that 
people are not held accountable 
for the pledges they make when 
they’re running for office. Suppose 
there was a federal bill passed 
that required a recall of all elected 
officials who reneged on their 
campaign promises? After they 
were removed from office, we could 

hold another election and listen 
to more promises before casting 
our votes. How long would it take 
before prospective officeholders 
realized that their mendacity would 
only guarantee that they’d be 
thrown out of office as soon as it 
was revealed? It might take several 
overturned elections to get the point 
across, but eventually people would 
realize that lying to the voters was 
an exercise in futility and a ticket to 
the political graveyard.  
   However, the good news is that 
honesty would be a requirement in 
politics and the ones who remained 
in office would be examples for 
others to follow. Of course, the 
reason this idea is quixotic is 
because, in order to get it done, 
we’d need the acquiescence of the 
very people who feel most secure 
within the system we would be 
seeking to change. You don’t want 
to be hanging by your thumbs until 
that happens.  

Bob Weir is a contributing col-
umnist to the Westchester Times 
Tribune. BobWeir777@aol.com.

http://WVOX.com
http://WVOX.com


Day Saints in 1890, and outlawed 
by a constitutional amendment, 
partially to clear the way for 
Utah’s admittance 
as our 45th state 
six years later. 
  The fact that Green 
and, reportedly, 
thousands of others 
c l a n d e s t i n e l y 
clung to this 
archaic promise 
is a bit easier to 
understand than 
the belief of young 
sheethead terrorists 
that they will 
be rewarded for slaughtering 
“infidels” with the post-mortem 
favors of 72 hot-to-trot virgins. 
At least Tom and his co-cultists 
will be enjoying an active boudoir 
life in the pre-mortem interim. 
   Two of the conditions of Tom’s 
parole were that he reduce his 
roster of wives to one and that he 
undergo mental health therapy - 
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Like Klockwork

From Page 1

   As the certified progenitor of 
eight begats, nineteen grand-
begats, six greats and my tenure as 
a stalwart spouse for going-on sixty 
years, I have more than minimal 
qualifications to comment on human 
husbandry. (Firstwife may contest 
that claim, but I allot no space in this 
column for such callous calumny.) 
   I look, therefore, with a 
combination of awe and puzzlement 
at Tom Green, recently released 
from the slammer in Utah, 
after serving six years for four 
counts of bigamy and carrying a 
current inventory of 32 children. 
   Bigamy, as its Latin roots 
suggest, literally means being 
married twice, so it’s a pathetically 
pallid label for Tom’s track record 
jogging up and down the aisle. 
  Technically, his performance at 
the Marital Olympiad is called 
Polygyny, describing the acquisition 
of multiple wives, but with no 
upper bag limit. (Okay, that was a 
sexist cheap shot, but a deucedly 

Winners Are Losers in Off-Track Bedding
 

By Joe Klock, Sr.
clever play on words, what?). 
   Its counterpart practice is 
Polyandry, wherein females have 
more than one espoused male. The 
fact that this is rare, except in certain 
zoological circles is accepted by 
many as evidence that women, 
while deficient in bench-pressing 
prowess, have better sense than men. 
(Am I partially forgiven, ladies?) 
   Tom Green claimed, along with 
a shrinking number of diehard 
fundamentalist Mormons still 
functioning in the shadows (and 
a current HBO series), that he 
had to have at least three wives to 
reach the highest realms of heaven. 
   Aside: In support of that notion, 
the following prose might make 
the case that pursuers of such 
a lifestyle will win a reprieve 
from hellfire by having suffered 
more than sufficiently on earth. 
   Anyway, that tenet, along with 
the entire concept of “plural 
marriage,” was abandoned by the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

neither of which can be regarded 
as timely administrations of justice. 
   In my judgment, the latter 

process would 
have made the 
former adjustment 
u n n e c e s s a r y . 
   Mind you, I 
recognize that 
when love is gone, 
there is a legitimate 
(albeit regrettable) 
place in society 
for divorce, or the 
thinly-disguised 
Catholic version 
called annulment. 

   In both instances, while there is 
considerable trauma, the marital 
relationships are sequential, rather 
than simultaneous, substantially 
mitigating the pain and confusion. 
   Having more than one current 
wife, to my mind, entails 
complications far beyond the 
coping capability of merely mortal 
males, although gazillions of 

roosters manage the situation daily 
and seem to find it quit agreeable. 
   As I ramble through our various 
abodes, I am constantly aware that 
everything therein, except for my 
personal tools and toys, are there 
with the approval of Firstwife 
(although I was usually given 
a choice between agreeing and 
paying a subtle attitudinal surtax). 
   That said, I thank God every 
day for a present lifestyle and 
past experiences which would 
otherwise exist only in Fantasyland. 
   But multiple wives? I think not, 
folks, although admitting some secret 
envy of those roosters and Eddie 
Fisher types in my younger days. 
   While successor spice (why 
not so, if mouses are mice?) fill 
a genuine void in adult male 
existence, surviving with more 
than one at a time is no more 
possible than being both hereabouts  
and out yonder simultaneously. 
   Can you guys imagine having more 
than one birthday and anniversary 

to remember? Or more than one list 
of acceptable vocabulary around 
the house? Or multiple in-laws? 
Or different locations for socks 
and skivvies?  Or varying rules for 
domestic behavior? Or separate 
sets of preferences, prejudices and 
prohibitions? Or daunting decisions 
about where to spend holidays, 
vacations, discretional cash and, 
for that matter, tomorrow night? 
   The bit of doggerol that goes, 
“Hogamus, higamus, men are 
polygamous, higamus hogamus, 
women monogamous,” may be 
anthropologically sound philosophy. 
   But, in balance, the sacramental 
state sometimes scorned as “Holy 
Monotony” by courageous athletes 
like Tom Green is the way to go...
and stay.
Freelance wordworker Joe Klock, 

Sr. (joeklock@aol.com) is a 
winter Floridian who summers 
in New Hampshire. More of his 
“Klockwork,” can be found at 

www.joeklock.com.

   In almost every New York City 
public school the first person 
greeting visitors is a uniformed 
New York City Police Department 
employee. Currently 93,000 public 
middle and high school children in 
this city cannot get to class without 
passing through metal detectors, 
having their bags searched, and 
receiving pat-downs.
   To be sure, our schools do have 
problem with disorder. Ask most 
parents what they are unhappy with 
in their children’s school, and out-
of-control classrooms will be near 
the top of their list.
   In the vast majority of schools, 
though, the problem is not gangs 
and violence, but troublemakers and 
unruly kids. Seventy-seven percent 
of police personnel interventions in 
schools are non-criminal incidents. 
These discipline problems should 
not be confused with criminal 
problems. Flooding our schools 

Why Not Detention?
By David Yassky

with police is not the answer.
The real solution is to give more 
authority to teachers and principals, 
professionals who are invested 
both in the success of individual 
students, and also the success of 
their school.
   The NYPD was put in charge of 
maintaining discipline in New York 
City schools in 1998, replacing 
the Department of Education’s 
authority over the School Safety 
Division. Since that time, the police 
have been responsible for a host of 
disciplinary procedures, both in and 
out of the classroom. 
   Principals, too, lack the tools 
to address chronic misbehavior. 
They cannot suspend students 
for more than five days without 
a hearing and approval by the 
District Superintendent. This 
burdensome bureaucracy means 
that misbehaving students continue 
to disrupt classes when a simple 

disciplinary measure could have 
solved the problem.
   To build a culture 
of respect and 
discipline in the 
classroom, principals 
and teachers 
need good, old-
fashioned authority 
— authority to send 
students to detention, 
to suspend them and 
even to expel them 
when necessary. 
They don’t need to 
call in the cops. Just 
check out the nearest 
Catholic school. Parochial schools 
do quite well at maintaining order 
without a police officer in sight.
   The necessity for this police 
presence is not due to a rash 
of criminal activity, but due to 
cumbersome procedures that 
prevent teachers from meting 

out immediate discipline to 
disrespectful or disruptive students. 

Many teachers are 
inadequately trained 
for discipline, 
and many schools 
lack the space and 
the resources to 
give teachers the 
practical ability to 
remove students 
from the classroom 
when necessary.
   The city could begin 
by ensuring there are 
enough resources 

to adequately staff 
and supply detention rooms. A state 
statute, the Safe Schools Against 
Violence in Education Act, was 
signed into law seven years ago. 
It mandates that each school have 
rooms for kids serving detention 
or in-school suspension. Due to 
financing issues, though, many 

schools have not been able to adhere 
to these regulations. The presence 
of police detracts from a school’s 
learning environment. Moreover, 
students get arrested for infractions 
as minor as saying a curse word in 
the hallway, and scribbling a word 
on a desk — perhaps a detention is 
merited in these cases, but certainly 
not an arrest.
   These run-ins with the police are 
not only inconvenient, and often 
unjust and unnecessary, but also 
inefficient and time consuming. In 
fact, over 50% of students reported 
they were late at least once in the 
last month because of long lines 
waiting to pass through metal 
detectors.
   Having police patrol schools is 
not just a mismatch with the real 
discipline problem, but it is actually 
harmful to education. Their presence 
alone sets exactly the wrong tone for 
a school. Subtly, and not so subtly, 

it makes children, parents, and 
even teachers see schools as jails, 
not as places of excitement and 
opportunity. Our current approach 
to school discipline is both too 
lenient and too harsh. Schools need 
to implement specifically delineated 
policies on discipline and to toughen 
the day-to-day authority of teachers 
and principals. Then teachers can 
get back to the business of teaching 
and police officers can get back out 
on patrol and make arrest for real 
crimes.

David Yassky is a New York City 
Councilmember representing the 
33rd District, in Brooklyn, NY. 
Share your thoughts on school 
governance by directing email 
correspondence to yassky@

council.nyc.ny.us.

The Male 
Glee Club of 

Yonkers 

YONKERS, NY -- The Male 
Glee Club of Yonkers will present 
their winter concert on Sunday, 
December 2, 2007 at 3:00 P.M. at 
Saunders High School, 183 Palmer 
Road, Yonkers, NY.  
      The December 2nd Concert 
will include such memorable hits 
as “Alexander’s Ragtime Band”, 
“Say it with Music”, “The Battle 
of Jericho”, “The Lost Cord”, 
“Medley from Guys & Dolls”, 
“When Johnny Comes Marching 
Home”, “America”, “Hi Ho 
Hanukah”, “T’was The Night 
Before Christmas” and “O Holy 
Night”.  The Glee Club is proud 
to be able to present soprano, Ilya 
Speranza, as their special guest 
artist.  The principal conductor 
of the Male Glee Club is Robert 
Sonnenberg and the accompanist is 
Larry Bibb. 

Admission is free.

Museum November 17. 
   The competition featured 79 
works selected from 311 entries; 
seven of the works were purchased 
for the permanent collection.  
   Michael Torlen is a painter and 
founding member of the faculty 
in the Purchase College School 
of Art+Design. Much of his work 
is influenced by his childhood in 
San Diego, CA, growing up in a 
Norwegian commercial fishing 
family. In his work, the persistence 
of memory, stages of life, the 
environmental crisis and the empty 
ocean are thematic subtexts.    “In my 
studio practice, I make oil paintings 
and works on paper, including 
monotypes,” he said. “My imagery 
develops from direct landscape and 
studio painting, photography and 
memories. I often work in series, 
using repetition, simplification and 
variation of image and media, to 
structure narratives. My monotypes 
combine old and new technology in 
multiple layers—computer editing, 

Print by Mamaroneck’s 
Michael Torlen Purchased 
by Springfield Art Museum

digital printing and traditional 
printmaking methods, including 
plate lithography, silkscreen and 
handwork. The layering of these 
processes serves as a metaphor for 
memory.” 
   Mr. Torlen has been an artist-
in-residence at Acadia National 
Park in Bar Harbor, M, and at 
Weir Farm, Wilton, CT, where he 
is featured in the Visitors Center’s 
informational videotape. His work 
is in the collection of the Neuberger 
Museum of Art, the Newark 
Museum, Housatonic Museum 
of Art, and in many corporate 
collections including IBM, Chase 
Manhattan Bank, J.P.Morgan & 
Co., and Deloitte & Touche. He is a 
member of Watercolor USA Honor 
Society. He exhibits his work at 
Miranda Fine Arts, Port Chester, 
NY, and Madelyn Jordon Fine Art, 
Scarsdale, NY, and in Maine at 
Caldbeck Gallery, Rockland, and 
Whitney Art Works, Portland, and 
on Monhegan Island at Lupine 
Gallery.

The Fine Print
By Lisa Fine 

Support Connection Dinner
The Third Annual Support 
Connection Benefit Dinner: “A 
Celebration of Caring, Courage 
and Connections” will be held 
on Thursday, November 29. All 
proceeds from the dinner are being 
donated by Travelers Rest, Route 
100, in Ossining, NY, 914 941-
7744, and Berger Appliance, 441 
Commerce Street, in Hawthorne, 
NY, to benefit Support Connection’s 
Peer Counseling Program, which 
enables women with breast or 
ovarian cancer to receive one-on-
one support, and education, as they 
cope with their illness, treatment, 
and recovery. Info: 914 962-6402.
  
Ready for the holidays? 
Get in the mood at the Hudson Valley 
Gateway Chamber of Commerce’s 
Open House & Holiday Showcase, 
One South Division Street, on 
Saturday, December 1, from 2 pm 
to 5:30 pm. Start with a hot cup of 
cider, nibble on tasty hors d’oeuvres 
provided by Henry’s on Hudson, 
watch a dance performance by 
Dance Expressions, music by the 
Hendrick Hudson Treble Chorus, 

and find one-of-a-kind gifts by 
Shades of Green, A Basket Case, 
Shrub Oak Custom Framing, Flat 
Iron Gallery, Thought Juggler, 
Infinite Possibilities, and other 
unique retailers. The event is free 
and open to the public. Info: 914 
737-3600. 

Making a Difference 
The Westchester Association of 
Development Officers (ADO) 
recently held their 2007 National 
Philanthropy Day Award Breakfast 
to honor those who have made unique 
and inspirational philanthropic 
contributions to organizations 
throughout the Hudson Valley. 
Congratulations to Professional 

Fundraiser of the Year, Judy 
McQuade, Westchester Medical 
Center Foundation; Outstanding 
Philanthropist of the Year, Kathryn 
Wasserman Davis; Nonprofit Board 
Member of the Year, Isobel Perry, 
Human Development Services of 
Westchester; Fundraising Volunteer 
of the Year, Manuel Boado, The 
Apoyo Fund; Youth in Philanthropy, 
the Yorktown Leos Club and Alex 
Harelick; Outstanding Corporate 
Philanthropy, The Pepsi Bottling 
Group; Outstanding Philanthropic 
Foundation, The Thomas & Agnes 
Carvel Foundation; and The Peter 
J. Gallagher Award for Leadership 
& Service to ADO, Lydia Howie, 
Howie Marketing & Consulting. 
Congratulations!

To submit information for The 
Fine Print, please send emails to 

TheFinePrintNY@verizon.net, call 
914 243-9761, or visit the www.
LisaFineCommunications.com 

Website. Lisa Fine is owner of LF 
Communications, Inc. some of 

whose clients may be mentioned on 
occasion.

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- Fortunoff® 
has gone green by partnering 
with Under the Canopy® (www.
underthecanopy.com) to introduce 
an organic “shop-in-shop” featuring 
100% organic bedding, towels, and 
lounge wear.  The green-concept 
shop was launched November 1st 
at the White Plains, NY location, as 
well as the flagship Westbury, NY 
location. Additionally, the product 
will be available on the retailer’s 
website, www.fortunoff.com.   
    An informative seminar and 
exciting event is scheduled for 
Sunday, December 2nd at the White 
Plains store with Marci Zaroff, 
Under the Canopy founder and 
organic fiber expert, who will be 
on-hand to meet and greet Fortunoff 
customers and share her insight on 
the importance of going green.   
    The 400 square foot “shop-
in-shop” is a collaborative effort 
between the two brands and will 
be showcased in the bedding and 

Under the Canopy® Launches 
Organic “Shop-In-Shop”  

at Fortunoff®

Fortunoff’s First-Ever Green Co-Branded 
Shop for Bed And Bath Products

bath department on the store’s 
second level.  The shop will feature 
Under the Canopy branded fixtures 
displaying organic bedding, towels 
and lounge wear.  In addition, a bed 
display will prominently feature 
Under the Canopy organic bedding.  
The color palette includes sheets 
and towels in shades such as Timber 
(a soft brown), Mineral (seafoam 
green), and Natural.
    “We are extremely thrilled about 
the opportunity to partner with 
Fortunoff to launch the Under 
the Canopy bed linen and towel 
collection,” said Barbara Cavanagh, 
Managing Director of Under the 
Canopy.  “We are excited that a 
major retailer such as Fortunoff has 
recognized the consumer interest in 
the important category of organic 
home textiles.”

Dear Friends, 
   My usual email bulletins about 
civic issues will resume next month. 
For now, I am writing to express a 
simple thank you! 
   The final election results are 
now in. With your help, I won 
approximately 66% of the vote, 
including majorities in all six 
council districts -- one of the biggest 
mayoral landslides in the modern 
history of our city. 
   Our strong showing is a credit 
to the active assistance of the 
hundreds of friends who put up lawn 
signs, distributed literature, made 
financial contributions, offered 

News from  
Mayor Noam Bramson

endorsements, or simply spread the 
word among neighbors. 
   I am sincerely grateful for all 
that you did on my behalf and truly 
honored that we will now have an 
opportunity to continue our efforts 
together to make New Rochelle a 
better community. 
   Thank you again. I will work my 
hardest to justify your confidence in 
the months to come. And, of course, 
Catie joins me in wishing you and 
yours a very Happy Thanksgiving. 
With heartfelt appreciation, 

Noam Bramson, 
Mayor of New Rochelle

YONKERS, NY -- The Jewish 
Council of Yonkers is invites the 
entire community to an afternoon 
of humor, song, and dance, and to 
learn about Chanukah, the festival 
of lights. The program will be 
conducted on Tuesday, December 
11th, at 1:00 p.m., at the Grinton 
I. Will Library Auditorium, 
1500 Central Park Avenue,  
Yonkers, NY  10710 

Jewish Council 
of Yonkers Invites 

Community to 
Celebrate Chanukah! 

   The festivities will begin with 
the story of Chanukah, followed 
by the traditional candle-lighting 
ceremony. 
   The celebration will continue 
with live entertainment and light 
refreshments. 
   This FREE event is sponsored by 
the Jewish Council of Yonkers and 
The Mayor’s Advisory Committee 
on Jewish Affairs.

mailto:joeklock@aol.com
http://www.joeklock.com
mailto:yassky@council.nyc.ny.us
mailto:yassky@council.nyc.ny.us
mailto:TheFinePrintNY@verizon.net
http://www.LisaFineCommunications.com
http://www.LisaFineCommunications.com
http://www.underthecanopy.com/
http://www.underthecanopy.com/
http://www.fortunoff.com/
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Christmas • Community

Baby Boomers 
By Rix Quinn

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- When you 
open your gifts on the holidays, 
wouldn’t it be nice to know that 
someone less 
fortunate was 
sharing in your 
holiday cheer. 
There’s one easy 
way to make 
that happen: buy 
a gift for a foster 
child.
   Westchester 
is once again 
looking for 
donors and 
v o l u n t e e r s 
willing to join a 
countywide toy drive.
   Gifts are being sought for more 
than 900 kids in private foster 
homes and residential facilities. 
The youngsters are all receiving 
assistance through the Department 
of Social Services and are some of 
the county’s neediest children.
   Unwrapped gifts for a child or 
a young adult from birth to age 
21 can be brought to six locations 
throughout the county. Children 
with specific gift requests can also 
be “sponsored.”

County Launches  
Holiday Gift Drive

   A holiday collection bin is located 
on the first floor of the County 
Office Building at 148 Martine 

Avenue in White 
Plains.. Please 
bring your new 
unwrapped gift 
item and place 
it in the bin or 
bring it to the 
Department of 
Social Services 
receptionists at 
the following 
locations:
• 112 East Post 
Road, White 
Plains, 5th Floor

• 85 Court Street, White Plains
• 137 Alexander Street, Yonkers
• 750 Washington Avenue, 
Peekskill
• 100 East 1st Avenue, Mount 
Vernon
• 270 North Avenue 4 Fl., New 
Rochelle
• One Stop Employment Center-
143 Grand Street, White Plains 
   The county collected more than 
1,000 gifts last year.

ELMSFORD and TARRYTOWN, 
NY -- Knollwood Country Club 
members presented a check Friday, 
November 2nd for  $38,500 to the 
Make-A-Wish Foundation of the 
Hudson Valley.  Donations were 
raised as a result of a dinner dance 
and silent auction on July 28, 2007.   
The Hudson Valley chapter serves 
Delaware, Dutchess, Orange, 
Putnam, Rockland, Sullivan, Ulster 
and Westchester counties.
   The Adopt-a-Charity Association 
was established in February 
2007 by Club members  Noreen 
O’Donoghue and Diana Goodrich.  
Ms. O’Donoghue conceived the 
idea of  a fundraiser to benefit 
Make-A-Wish after her grandchild 
was diagnosed with a childhood 
form of leukemia.  The Foundation 
fulfilled the child’s wish by 
arranging a Disney Cruise trip in 
December 2005.           
   “I saw first hand how important 
the power of a wish was for the 
recovery of my grandchild and the 
good times Make-A-Wish provided 
for him and his family,” said 
Noreen O’Donoghue, co-chair of 
Knollwood Country Club’s Adopt-
a-Charity.  “I’m a firm believer in 
giving back and am deeply honored 
to have the opportunity to help 
make other children’s wishes come 
true.”
   “Noreen took her belief in our 
Foundation by spearheading a 
grassroots fundraising effort to 
grant wishes which will make a 
significant difference in the lives 
of wish kids and their families,” 
said Thomas J. Conklin, President 
and CEO of Make-A-Wish 
Foundation of the Hudson Valley.   

Knollwood Country Club’s  
‘Adopt-a-Charity Association’  

Raises $38,500

(L to R) Ms. Diana Goodrich, event co-chair, Adopt-a-Charity Association - Knollwood Country Club; Mr. 
Thomas J. Conklin, President & CEO of Make-A-Wish Foundation of the Hudson Valley; Mr. Mike Maloney, 
Executive Vice President and Chief Banking Officer, Hudson Valley Bank; Mr. Tony Martello, Tower Property 

Management; Mr. Ted Huffman, Chairman of the Board of Directors, of Knollwood Country Club; Mr. Joe 
Deglomini, Tower Property Management; and Ms. Noreen O’Donoghue, event co-chair, Adopt-a-Charity 

Association - Knollwood Country Club. Photo courtesy of Margaret Fox.

“The Knollwood Country Club’s 
extraordinary commitment will 
bring hope, strength and joy to 
the children as their wishes are 
granted.”  
   Over 200 Club members, family 
and staff were involved with 
the inaugural fundraiser. Silent 
auction items included vacation 

trips to Disney World and ski trips 
to Vermont.   The evening’s food 
and beverages were provided by 
Tony Martello and Joe Deglomni 
of Tower Property Management 
and Michael Maloney, Executive 
Vice President and Chief Banking 
Officer, Hudson Valley Bank.
   Make-A-Wish grants wishes 

to children with life-threatening 
medical conditions to enrich the 
human experience with hope, 
strength and joy. 

For more information about the 
Hudson Valley Chapter visit 

www.hudson.wish.org.

   Several experts 
say generations before 
us - like our parents’ 
Greatest Generation 
or Silent Generation 
- shared a number of 
commonly held beliefs. 
But some contend that 
our generation has 
been divided.
   First, there 
was a debate by young men to grow 
hair long, or keep it short. Then the 
generation split on Vietnam. Then 
on educational goals. Then on 
political alliances.
   In short...we’ve stayed apart too 
long. But as we age, we encounter 

common problems 
we must reunite to 
solve, like Social 
Security, health care, 
and educating the 
generations which 
follow us.
   For whatever time is 
left to us -- perhaps 30 
years or more -- we 
could unite to change 

society for the better. 
If you are a Baby Boomer, 

Rix Quinn needs your help! 
Please e-mail your answer to the 
following question to rixquinn@

charter.net: “What is the best part 
of being a Baby Boomer?”

NEWARK, NJ -- If it were a 
professional sports league draft, the 
six recent additions to “The League” 
would be among the most coveted 
of first-round picks.  The League, a 
national youth-service organization 
that encourages kids to “get in 
the game” of giving, is pleased 
to announce the expansion of its 
Board of Trustees and Leadership 
National Staff.  
   New Board members include 
Shakim Compere, CEO, Flavor 
Unit Entertainment; Van Nguyen, 
Co-Founder and Managing Partner 
of Laurel Ridge Partners; Dr. Gerald 
N. Tirozzi, Executive Director of the 
National Association of Secondary 
School Principals; and Ethan 
Penner, Principal, Lubert-Adler.  
Separately, The League named 
Elizabeth (Beth) Hurvitz, formerly 
of American Express as its Chief 
Operating Officer, and Doreen 
Stephens, formerly of Kraft Foods 
to the position of Vice President of 
Programming and Marketing.   
   “The League is built from the 
ground up by some of the most 
talented people in business, 
education, government, media 
and the non-profit arena,” says 
Dave Barger, President and Chief 
Operating Officer of JetBlue 
Airways and The League Board 
Chair.  “We couldn’t ask for a Board 
that’s more dedicated or caring, and 
it shows, as The League continues 
to gain tremendous momentum 
in schools and communities 
nationwide.”  
   New Chief Operating Officer, 
Elizabeth (Beth) Hurvitz, a 
New Rochelle resident, comes 
to The League from American 
Express, where she was Senior 
Vice President of Global Network 

“The League” Expands 
Board of Trustees and 

Leadership Staff
New Youth Service Organization Attracts 

“Major League” Talent
Information Insights, Strategy and 
Privacy.  Hurvitz holds an MBA 
from Harvard Business School and 
a BS in Electrical Engineering from 
Tufts University.
   Doreen Stephens, Vice President 
of Programming and Marketing, 
a Port Chester resident, joins The 
League from Kraft Foods Inc., 
where she held the position of Vice 
President of Strategy and New 
Product Development for the Post 
Cereals Division.  Stephens holds 
an MBA from Columbia Business 
School and a BSE in Chemical 
Engineering from The University 
of Pennsylvania.  
   Created by a consortium of 
business, education, government, 
media, non-profit leaders and 
youth, The League announced its 
nationwide launch on October 8.  
The League is school-based and 
provides all of the resources needed 
for students to make a positive 
difference in their community.  
Joining The League is free and 
simple and everything needed to 
register, plan events, track points, 
recognize the contribution of our 
young people and more, can be 
found at www.theleague.org.  The 
League Website also provides 
access to more than 1,200 lesson 
plans on giving, service and civic 
engagement -- developed by 
curriculum division, “Learning to 
Give,” the world’s leading youth 
service and character building 
curriculum, coded to state standards 
for use in K-1 2 classrooms 
nationwide.  

For complete bios on all Board of 
Trustees and Staff Members, or to 

find out more, visit 
www.theleague.org.

Monroe College Participates in  
New Rochelle Thanksgiving  Day Parade

Monroe College Homecoming candidates and mascot.Monroe College parade participants.

http://www.hudson.wish.org/
mailto:rixquinn@charter.net
mailto:rixquinn@charter.net
http://www.theleague.org/
http://www.theleague.org/
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From Page 1

A. The Adult Basic Education 
(ABE) investigation is “fizzling” 
because Inspector General Phil 
Zisman is unaware where the 
“bodies” are buried; this while 
Superintendent Bernard Pierorazio 
covers his tracks over alleged 
misallocated funds.
B. It seems as though at least 
ONE Trustee is not “happy” with 
the Yonkers Board of Education 
(BoE)  and is willing to go public. 
Besides that, it seems that the BoE’s 
financial house is not in order. 
C. Imagine bragging about $7 to 
$8 million in New York State funds 
because your district is considered 
“educationally deficient,” and then 
spending the majority of the money 
to fund the new, elite Riverside 
High School? How many times are 
we going to hear the same story?
D. It is a given that most new hires at 
Central Office are from out of town 
and disconnected to the Yonkers 
BoE, its culture, and operations. 

Heard Around the District
By Dr. Ed U. Cator

Even by their very background, 
political connections aside, these 
people do not seem as though they 
are in it for the long term. They will 
be gone before their learning curve 
is complete!
E. Budget and Finance Departments 
seem to be in a state of confusion. 
Does anyone there have a clue?
F. Superintendent Bernard 
Pierorazio is in a holding pattern 
until his “pension plane” lands. 

Looks like HE brought back all his 
old unofficial “club” members to 
protect his “rear.” They are also on 
the same short “stay list.” When he 
goes, they go!
G. Is it true? Seems that the Central 
Office and building administrators 
who were offered a retirement 
incentive to retire in July 2007, and 
did, have not received a dime! Is this 
possible? No incentive package, or 
even vacation time, etc.? Who is 
keeping this money and why? Didn’t 
Superintendent Pierorazio and the 
Board of Trustees bring in a cadre 
of financially sound talent? Do the 
Trustees, or even Mayor Amicone 
know this is happening? Is this the 
way we treat our professionals? 
… And this is the “new” day? 
Someone should be looking into 
this, Mr. Pierorazio. Perhaps, that 
someone should be you.
   It seems burying information is 
still the order of the day. Don’t let it 
out, or the people may shout! 

   Events in Albany impact Village 
government in many different 
ways that ultimately affect our 
final yearly budget and expense 
projections.  As the 2008 legislative 
session approaches, there are a 
myriad of items in various stages 
of discussion that deserve careful 
monitoring by Village government. 
   Of primary importance is 
the apportionment of revenue 
sharing or Aid and Incentives for 
Municipalities (AIM) as it is now 
called.  The original purpose of 
AIM was to redistribute State 
tax revenues to municipalities. 
Various constraints have been 
imposed on the monies resulting 
in 100% of all villages receiving 
less than they did in 1989 when 
adjusted for inflation. Bronxville 
currently receives $66,000. We 
were scheduled to receive nothing 
in the most recent state budget and 
only had funding restored thanks to 
the intercession of Senator Klein 
and Assemblywoman Paulin. It is 
important that the legislature devise 
an allocation formula that is fair 
and predictable so municipalities 
can budget intelligently.   
   Another area of possible change 
or reform is a restructuring of the 
Wick’s Law. Dating from 1912, 
the Wick’s Law mandates that 
government construction projects 
costing more than $50,000 be 
subject to separate plumbing, 
heating/ventilation/air conditioning 

Mayor’s Column
Mary C. Marvin

Mayor of the Village of Bronxville

and electrical contracts. Studies 
estimate that this requirement 
has resulted in increasing project 
expenses anywhere from 8 to 30 
percent. Governor Spitzer has 
recommended that the $50,000 
threshold be increased to $3 million 
for projects in New York City, $1.5 
million for projects in Westchester, 
Nassau and Suffolk counties, and 
$500,000 for the rest of the State. 
   The following topics are of 
particular relevance to the Village 
and currently in various stages of 
discussion and bill production in 
Albany: 
• A proposed funding mechanism 
for municipalities via a real estate 
transfer tax to create a designated 
fund to improve and preserve aging 
infrastructure and open spaces.
• A suggestion to follow the trend in 
some other states and permit local 
municipalities to impose charges on 
tax exempt properties to help defray 

the cost of municipal services such 
as police, fire, street maintenance, 
lighting and sanitation services.
• Legislation that would increase 
fees for copying under Freedom of 
Information Law requests from the 
current 25¢ per page and also allow 
municipalities to charge increased 
fees for excessive document 
production.
• Legislation to reduce the use 
of certain pesticides for lawn 
maintenance, particularly on 
municipally-owned property.
• Amendment of the Real Property 
Tax Law so that market value, 
rather than income producing value, 
becomes the valuation method for 
cooperatives and condominiums.   
• Current law requires that the sum 
of the assessments of the individual 
coop or condo units cannot exceed 
the value of the entire complex if it 
was sold as a single entity.
• Legislation that would authorize 
local governments to purchase 
a percentage of energy from 
renewable sources without being 
in conflict with State competitive 
bidding law and/or include a 
subsidy to close the gap between 
the price of renewable energy and 
conventional energy supplies.
   The new state legislative session 
will begin in January 2008.  We 
will be watching closely to help 
protect the interests of our Village 
government.

SCARSDALE, NY -- The 
Greenburgh Nature Center and the 
Sierra Club Lower Hudson Group 
are presenting a program entitled 
“Congestion Pricing For Clean Air 
and Safety in New York - Is It The 
Solution?”  The program will be 
held at the Center on Wednesday, 
December 12th at 7:30 p.m.  
Admission is free and handicapped 
parking is available.  Refreshments 
made from locally grown products 
will be served from 7-7:30 p.m.  The 
program will be presented by NY 
Assemblyman Richard Brodsky.  
   On Earth Day 2007 Mayor 
Bloomberg proposed congestion 
pricing for automobiles and trucks 
operating in central and lower 
Manhattan as the best solution to 
reducing the air pollution caused 
by gasoline-powered vehicles.  
He claims this proposal would 
also make public bus and taxi 
transportation more effective 
through the reduction of traffic 
jams.  What are the details of this 
proposal?  What are the objections 
that have been raised?  What are the 
alternatives?  
   Richard Brodsky, Assemblyman 

Assemblyman Richard Brodsky Speaks 
on Congestion Pricing

for the 92nd District (Greenburgh, 
Mt. Pleasant, and part of Yonkers), 
is Chairman of the Committee 
on Corporations, Authorities 
and Commissions. He recently 
co-authored a report that raises 
questions about the philosophical 
and policy underpinnings of 
congestion pricing.  The report also 
considers the practical and possible 
negative consequences for average 
citizens of congestion pricing.  
It offers a series of conclusions 

and recommendations, sets forth 
questions needing answers, and 
suggests a procedure for answering 
them. 
   “New Yorker Magazine” 
environmental writer Elizabeth 
Kolbert came out strongly in favor 
of Congestion Pricing.  And, in 
her May 7th article, she rebutted 
some of Assemblyman Brodsky’s 
arguments against it.  In his 
presentation Mr. Brodsky will 
discuss what’s happened to the 
Bloomberg proposal and the points 
raised by Ms. Kolbert.   
   The Center is located at 99 Dromore 
Road off Central Avenue just south 
of the Hartsdale Post Office.  The 
Center’s grounds are open daily 
from dawn to dusk throughout the 
year.  The Manor House exhibits 
and offices are open daily except 
Fridays and a few holidays from 
9:30 to 4:30 on weekdays and 10 to 
4:30 on weekends

For further information, phone 
(914) 723-3470 or visit the Website 

at 
www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- Chuck 
Strome, City Manager of New 
Rochelle, began his analysis of 
the 2008 City Budget by saying 
he “never said development would 
reduce taxes.”  Characterizing 
tax abatements as old news,  he 
claimed the Trump Tower will soon 
pay full taxes.  Strome continued 
that the main purpose of downtown 
development was “to put life in 
it.”  In 2008 he hoped to see major 
retail.
   Chuck Strome and Howard 
Rattner, the Finance Commissioner, 
presented the proposed 2008 City 
budget at the combined meeting of 
the Confederation of Neighborhood 
Associations and the New Rochelle 
Citizens Reform Club on November 
15.  City Council members will 
review the budget on November 20 
and 26 and a public hearing will be 
held on December 6 at 8 p.m.
   The budget is projected to go 
from $141 to $147 million in 
2008, and the tax rate will rise 
7.4%.  The unpopular refuse fee is 
still being phased out, and without 
it the scheduled total budget (all 
funds) is increasing 4.6%.  New 

Development will Not Lower Taxes in 
New Rochelle  

By Peggy Godfrey

positions have been added in the 
budget:  2 police officers, 2 sewer 
and drain laborers, 2 community 
service offices, a customer service 
representative and an auto mechanic 
for the Fire Department.  There is 
a proposed hotel tax which could 
generate $250,000 in additional 
revenue.
   Questions followed.  The Trump 
Plaza PILOT tax abatement 
from the Industrial Development 
Agency(IDA) was given only 
for apartments, but because the 
organization had filed with the state 
for condominiums they could no 
longer qualify for the IDA PILOT.  
When Marino Michelotti pursued 
Rattner’s statement that Trump 
Plaza had added $700,000 to the 

tax rolls, Rattner clarified that the 
$700,000 was an assessment of the 
partially completed building adding 
that now the building is fully 
assessed.  Strome clarified further 
that the Trump Tower was granted 
IDA benefits until it declared itself 
a condominium.     
   The cost of the New Roc garage 
which is losing $1.5 million per 
year will use half a million in sales 
tax revenue as a partial offset.  It 
was suggested that an anticipated 
increase in the permit fee for the 
Intermodal Transportation Center 
will allow it to break even.  Ward 
Henderson brought up the constant 
problem of leaves on school drains 
and wanted to know how this would 
be solved.
   George Imburgia had asked 
why taxes could never go down.  
Speaking after the meeting about 
this to William Manning and 
Richard Sutton, both suggested that 
the Board of Education. Library and 
City should explore consolidating 
all their services to save money for 
the taxpayers because they know it 
has been done elsewhere.

hospitalizations. In 2004 COPD cost 
the economy some $37.2 billion. 
The National Institutes of Health 
estimates there are 10 million 
people diagnosed with COPD, 12 
million with developing COPD, and 
an estimated 24 million additional 
people who are undiagnosed. This 
means 24 million Americans do not 
know they have a life threatening 
disease.”
    Mr. Koppel and his wife, who 
suffers from COPD, came to the 
congressman’s office to support 
the Pulmonary and Cardiac 
Rehabilitation Act of 2007. The bill, 
which has 143 co-sponsors including 
Mr. Engel, would help ensure that all 
Medicare beneficiaries with severe 
pulmonary and cardiac disease get 
the best medical therapy available 
by creating specific cardiac and 
pulmonary rehabilitation benefit 
categories under Medicare.
   Medical coverage for pulmonary 

Engel Supports Cardiac 
Rehabilitation Act

rehabilitation is not uniform, and 
coverage is very low in some 
areas of the country. Rehabilitation 
therapy for both pulmonary and 
cardiac disease is well established 
as being effective, both in terms 
of improving patient health and 
quality of life and reducing overall 
medical expenditures. 
   The 10-term congressman, who sits 
on the Health Subcommittee of the 
Energy and Commerce Committee, 
said that COPD cannot be cured, 
but it can be treated. He said that 
prevention, early detection, proper 
treatment and increased research 
efforts are essential to halt the rise 
in COPD.
   COPD is progressive and is not 
fully reversible and causes the loss 
of elasticity in the lungs, closing 
off smaller airways and narrowing 
larger ones. Symptoms include 
chronic coughing, shortness of 
breath, increased effort to breathe, 

increased mucous production, and 
frequent clearing of the throat.
   The risk factors include long-
term smoking, a family history of 
COPD, exposure to air-pollution or 
second-hand smoke, and a history 
of frequent childhood respiratory 
infections;
   More than half of all adults who 
suffer from COPD report that their 
condition limits their ability to work, 
sleep, and participate in social and 
physical activities. More than half 
of adults who suffer from COPD 
feel they are not in control of their 
breathing, panic when they cannot 
catch their breath, and expect their 
condition to worsen.

THE BRONX, NY -- Governor 
Eliot Spitzer announced that much-
needed aid in the form of clothing, 
furniture, and canned goods from 
generous New Yorkers has been 
sent to survivors of Tropical Storm 
Noel in the Dominican Republic.  

   The goods, which were collected 
by National Guard soldiers at 
the Kingsbridge Armory in The 
Bronx, are enough to fill eight, 
20-foot-long shipping containers.  
   “The people of New York are 
always willing to help those in 
need,” said Governor Spitzer. “Our 
hearts and prayers go out to the 
people of the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and Mexico, who have 
suffered the devastating effects 
of Tropical Storm Noel. We hope 
these items will help ease their 
burdens and allow them to look 
forward to better days ahead.” 
   In all, the almost 19 tons of donated 
goods include 515 boxes of men’s 
clothing, 135 boxes of men’s shoes, 
450 boxes of women’s clothing, 
120 boxes of women’s shoes, 425 
boxes of children’s clothing, 145 
boxes of children’s shoes, 310 
boxes of canned goods, 900 cases 
of water, and furniture items. 
   The shipping containers will 
travel to the Dominican Republic 
via Maersk Lines from the Port of 
Elizabeth, New Jersey. They will 
be received and distributed by the 
Dominican Republic’s First Lady, 
Dr. Margarita Cedeño de Fernández.  
   Lieutenant Governor Paterson 
said: “At this time of year, we are 
reminded of the need not only to give 
thanks but to be generous to those in 
need. When Hurricane Noel struck 
the Caribbean, Governor Spitzer 
responded and ordered the National 
Guard to deliver helicopters so that 
rescue workers in the Dominican 
Republic could reach those in 
greatest need. Now we are sending 
more aid, representing the collective 
generosity of so many New Yorkers 

State Sends Donations to Tropical Storm 
Victims in the Dominican Republic

Storm Victims will Receive Clothing, Food from New Yorkers

who are working together to help the 
people of the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and Mexico, rebuild their 
lives and their communities.” 
   Senator Eric Schneiderman said: 
“On behalf of the thousands of 
Dominicans that live in my district, I 
want to thank Governor Eliot Spitzer 
for assisting the families affected by 
Tropical Storm Noel. As the Chief 
Executive of the State of New York, 
he has shown tremendous leadership 
in responding to the storm’s 
devastation, which has impacted 
millions of people in the Dominican 
Republic, Haiti, and Mexico.” 
   Assemblyman Jose Rivera 
said: “I thank the Governor. 
He is always taking bold steps 
to help those greatest in need. 
This is just another example.” 
      Councilmember Joel Rivera 
said: “We applaud the Governor 
for his services to the Dominican 
community. As we all know, there is 
a very large Dominican community 
that resides in New York and anything 
that happens to their relatives 
back home also affects them.” 
   Governor Spitzer was instrumental 
in facilitating the delivery of goods 
that were collected as a result of 
the outpouring of support from 
communities and institutions of 
New York, as well as from the 
government of the Dominican 
Republic. Private individuals and 
organizations who were involved 
include Damian Rodriguez from 
First Class Limousine, CUNY, 
Hostos Community College, 
Hispanic Federation, National 
Supermarkets Association, and 
Union Telecard Alliance (Vitarroz). 

http://www.greenburghnaturecenter.org
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THE BRONX, NY -- Senator Jeff 
Klein (D-Bronx/Westchester) 
hosted his 1st Annual Veterans’ 
Breakfast in honor of the veterans 
of the 34th Senate District and 
their outstanding commitment to 
our country. 280 veterans poured 
into the Villa Barone Manor 
to enjoy a complimentary hot 
breakfast and performance by 
the P.S. 14 Callandra Choir, as 
well as a special appearance by 
the SUNY Maritime color guard.  
   After making his way through the 
crowds to shake hands and show his 
appreciation, the Senator spoke at 
length about the issue of divesting 
the New York State pension fund 
from terror sponsoring nations on the 
US Department of State watch-list: 
Iran, Syria, North Korea, and Sudan. 
In addition, Senator Klein presented 
a proclamation in special tribute to 
Patrick Devine, Commander of the 
Theodore Korony Post # 253 in 
Throggs Neck for his leadership 
and dedication to the Throggs 
Neck parade and veterans’ issues.  

Senator Klein Honors Hundreds of Veterans  
over Breakfast

Special Appearance by the SUNY Maritime Color Guard

   “We owe a debt of gratitude to our 
veterans which we can never repay. 

That’s why we must take every 
opportunity to honor their sacrifice 

in service to our country,” said the 
Senator. 

concept of blood letting sacrifice. 
Goats, sheep, even sons (daughters 
generally were not worth the effort 
so long as there was some live 
stock around), sometimes whole 
families, were routinely placed on 
an alter and slaughtered, first to 
please the polytheistic panoply of 
Gods, then to the single boss when 
group deities passed out of favor. 
An altar; what a savage and out-
dated device. Churches still have 
them. None of this was based on 
love, really, perhaps with exception 
of Christ sacrificing himself. But 
even then, why would God exact so 
high a price? My belief is that it was 
mostly based on having God not be 
angry with us.  It was based on the 
same kind of emotion that drives 
people to bring the teacher an 
apple, or to kiss up to the boss, or to 
pretend that the toughest guy in the 
neighborhood is our friend.  Should 
we only love God for the ability to 
smite us? These notions are, to me, 
cynical and childish.  
   But who am I to question that 
which gives hope to so many, when 
even I can agree on the benefits 
of hope, compassion and sharing 
that religious institutions offer to 
so many.  Who am I to question 
the support that congregations of 
all faiths frequently bring to their 
communities?  How do I square 
the rich and wonderful education 
I received at the giving and 
conscientious hands of nuns and 
brothers at the Catholic schools I 
attended on every level?  Even as I 
write this I feel pangs of guilt from 
what I feel is my betrayal of these 
wonderful people.  But deeper 
still, I owe those loving educators 
the results, however painful, of the 
search for intellectual truth that 
they taught me. I ask myself, could 
not these wonderful expressions of 
human kindness also be delivered 
through secular organizations?  
Do we humans really need the 
consequence of everlasting pain and 
punishment to love one another? 
   The march of time and science 
places ever more doubt on the 

accuracy and integrity of ancient 
texts written long ago, by men 
trying to make sense of the 
world and trying to deal with the 
incomprehensible realities of pain, 
self awareness and certain death.  
The closer you look at them in the 
sunlight of time and science, the 
more we are forced to try and make 
sense of their meaning, like the 
unrequited lover trying to interpret 
the intentions of the aloof object 
of their affection.  The quotes are 
all in the scriptures calling for 
death and destruction, sometimes, 
for generations it this thing, or 
that, is done practiced; or this f or 
that commandment is not adhered 
to. Tough stuff.  But it assuages 
nonetheless, the existential doubt 
that we are all along and damned 
to die.  Better to have an angry and 
“jealous” God, than to deal with 
this on our own.
   I am a weak and flawed human 
being. I am selfish, afraid of 
dying, and worry for my daughter 
and grandchildren in a dangerous 
world. Far from virtuous, I fight 
this world’s vices as much as 
anyone, maybe more so. But I never 
doubt my ability to love and have 
compassion for other human beings 
and the challenges that life brings 
them. I want so very much for there 
to be a God that understands that 
love, and is, as some submit, that 
He/She/It is the very embodiment of 
such love. I ask myself this:  Would 
not such a God be capable of love 
stronger still, than that which flows 
from my conflicted heart? Wouldn’t 
that be nice? Wouldn’t that bring 
warmth to hearts of millions?  But 
I just don’t know.  That is the lot of 
an agnostic.  As you can see, I have 
lots of questions and few answers.
   Bob Marrone hosts the Whitney 

Communications WVOX-1460 
AM Good Morning Westchester 
show every morning, from 6:00 
am through 9:00 am, Monday 

through Friday on the AM dial and 
by way of Internet audio streaming 

technology.

Show Prep

WESTCHESTER, NY -- Century 
21 has announced a multi-year 
agreement with eNeighborhoods 
to deliver a national Internet Data 
Exchange (IDX) for the Century 
21 System.  eNeighborhoods is 
a leading provider of real estate-
related home and neighborhood 
information.  IDX is a real estate 
property search site which allows 
the public to conduct searches 
of approved MLS properties in a 
certain area. 
   The agreement calls for 
eNeighborhoods to display IDX 
listings in Century 21-customized 
views that conform to all applicable 
MLS standards “This exciting 
initiative will enable the vast 
majority of U.S. property listings 
to be searchable through the 
Century21.com Website in the 
summer of 2008.  Accordingly, 
Century 21 is calling this project 
‘SearchRouter 2.0’ because it is a 
powerful expansion of our existing 
Search Router functionality, which 
was first launched in 2005”, said 
Tom Kunz, President & CEO 

Century 21 Announces 
New Technology Tools

Century 21 Real Estate LLC. 
   “Coupled with our proprietary 
Century 21 Lead Router system,” 
[whereby the broker can monitor 
all phone inquiries in the office, 
while the system provides 24/7 
lead generation tracking; track all 
advertising, and monitors the life 
of every phone lead and helps win 
more listings], “we believe the 
eNeighborhoods advanced IDX 
technology will provide C21 with 
a competitive advantage in its 
marketplace and will also deliver 
an even better property search for 
consumers. This is all part of our 
broader internet marketing strategy 
to provide consumers easy access 
to the information they want, while 
supporting our affiliated brokerages 
with the customizable tools they 
need to be more successful,” 
concluded President Kunz

Century 21 Real Estate is in 56 
countries/territories.  It has more 
than 8,300 offices and more than 

143,000 agents.
 http://www.Century21.com.

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- Trump 
Plaza is putting a new spin on the 
familiar phrase, “Why Rent When 
You Can Own?” At Trump Plaza, 
you can rent AND own. 
The new 40-story luxury 
condominium tower in downtown 
New Rochelle is now offering a 
special option where prospective 
buyers can lease a Trump Plaza 
residence for one year with an 
option to buy at today’s prices at 
the end of the lease. Currently, 
residences are priced from the mid 
$500’s to $1.7 million. 
   Under the new “Rent Today, Own 
Tomorrow Program,” the amount of 
money paid in monthly rent will be 
applied to the purchase price. The 
average rent for a two-bedroom at 
Trump Plaza is $3,600 per month, 
comparable to rents at luxury rental 
properties in the New Rochelle 
area. 
   Those leasing residences at Trump 
Plaza will have access to all of 
Trump Plaza’s world-class amenities 
at no charge as well as free parking, 
complimentary membership in the 

Trump Plaza Condominium Tower Unveils  
‘Rent Today, Own Tomorrow’ Program

New York Sports Clubs, which is 
opening early next year at Trump 
Plaza, and a year’s worth of free 
movies and bowling at nearby New 
Roc City entertainment center. 
Trump Plaza, 
which recently 
celebrated its 
Grand Opening, is 
70 percent sold and 
has been attracting 
residents locally, 
nationally and 
internationally. 
More than 50 
residents have 
already moved in. 
   “Our new 
‘Rent Today, 
Own Tomorrow 
Program’ offers 
the best of both 
worlds. You get to experience the 
luxury of living in a spectacular 
new condominium with all the 
finest lifestyle amenities before you 
decide to buy. And your purchase 
price is locked in at today’s prices,” 
said Jessica Rohm, Senior Managing 

Director of Cappelli Sales and 
Marketing. “We’re very confident 
that once you rent at Trump Plaza 
you’ll buy at Trump Plaza.” 
   Developed by Donald J. Trump 

and Louis R. 
Cappelli, Trump 
Plaza features 
194 spaciously 
designed one-, two- 
and three-bedroom 
r e s i d e n c e s . 
The elegantly 
a p p o i n t e d 
residences feature 
hardwood flooring, 
gourmet kitchens 
with granite 
c o u n t e r t o p s , 
t op -o f - the - l ine 
“floating glass” 

and stainless steel 
appliances, designer cabinetry, 
marble baths with designer vanities 
and sinks, separate glass-enclosed 
showers; washers and dryers, and 
breathtaking views of the Manhattan 
skyline and Long Island Sound.  
   Trump Plaza’s world-class 

amenities include indoor swimming 
pool with magnificent greenhouse 
roof; fully landscaped outdoor 
garden terrace; Trump Plaza Club 
with plasma TV, fireplace, billiard 
and card tables; media room; tot 
room; business center; 24-hour valet 
parking; and concierge services. 
Trump Plaza is conveniently located 
just a block from New Rochelle’s 
new rail Transportation Center and 
five minutes from Interstate 95.  
Trump Plaza will soon be home 
to New York Sports Clubs, one of 
the region’s premier fitness clubs. 
Located on the second floor of the 
building, the new 42,000-square-
foot multi-recreational fitness 
facility features a basketball court, 
state-of-the-art fitness equipment, 
family changing room, and separate 
studios for aerobics, cycling, boxing, 
and mind/body exercise programs. 
It also offers two swimming pools 
-- a lap pool, and an additional pool 
for children’s swimming lessons 
and aquatic exercise classes. It is 
scheduled to open in early 2008. 

job.  As I emerged from the dining 
room a few hours later, there they 
still were.  The waiting for results 
continued long into the evening. 
   These young people, bright, 
attractive and eager to be a part 
of the global scene are a sure 
symbol of Tunisia today.  This tiny 
country, squeezed between two 
very large ones – Algeria to the 
west and Libya to the east - is, like 
its neighbors, decidedly Arab and 
Muslim yet differs emphatically, 
being secular, with both feet 
planted solidly in the 21st Century.  
Since Tunisia’s independence from 
France, it has had two leaders, 
Presidents Bourguiba and Ben Ali, 
both strongly committed to insuring 
that their country, while situated in 
the heart of Islamic North Africa, 
remains secular and Eurocentric. 
   In the world we live in today, we 
must choose our travel wisely.  We 
pay close attention to government 
alerts and before we go, we want to 
make sure that our destination will 
be welcoming and safe.  Tunisia 
is that and more.  It stands alone 
among Arab countries with a 
message that comes across loud 
and clear: “Come visit us. You are 
welcome here!” 
   Having never visited Tunisia 
before, I was thrilled to receive an 
invitation to spend a week there 
with a colleague.  I did a bit of 
pre-trip research and learned that 
Tunisia was once the center of the 
ancient Carthaginian civilization 
that was ultimately defeated by the 
Roman Empire. In 1883, the French 
made the country a protectorate.  
Then, under the leadership of Habib 
Bourguiba, Tunisia was granted 
its independence in 1956.  France 
today still has a strong presence 
here.  As our university professor 
cum guide explains:  “Over 1,000 
French companies do business with 
us and Air France operates several 
flights each day to Tunis and other 
cities. Also, most of us are bi-
lingual, speaking both Arabic and 
French.” Indeed, Tunisia’s different 
facets constitute a frontline territory 
between Europe and Africa, North 
and South, East and West, the desert 
and the sea.   
Tunisia has not experienced the 
levels of political violence as in 
neighboring Algeria, although 

it hasn’t escaped some random 
terrorist attacks, generally 
accredited to the al-Qaeda network.  
That said, Tunisia is a liberal, 
tolerant society and most Tunisians 
are quite relaxed about their faith. 
Women in Tunisia
   Conditions for women in Tunisia 
are better than just about anywhere 
in the Islamic world.  President 
Bourguiba was a staunch supporter 
of women’s rights.  He banned 
polygamy and ended divorce by 
renunciation; he placed restrictions 
on the tradition of arranged 
marriages and gave women the right 
to refuse a proposal.  Bourguiba 
regarded the veil worn by Muslim 
women as demeaning and banned it 
from schools.  This is not to say that 
you don’t see countless women still 
covering their heads with a scarf -   
jeans, backpacks and headscarves 
abound. Tunisia is now seen by 
many as something of a model 
of how a moderate, secular and 
relatively open Arab state can resist 
fundamentalism. 
Medina Shopping
   Our first day of sightseeing took 
us to the capital city of Tunis and 
its old town medina, ancient and 
intriguing.  The medina is enclosed 
by ramparts and gates, and as we 
entered, we stepped back in time.  
Here we found labyrinths of light 
and shadow criss-crossed with 
lanes and alleys.  Amid the hum 
and buzz of vendors hawking their 
wares, there was the constant, tinny 
sound of metalworkers hammering 
intricate designs on brass, and 
permeating all, the sweet, musky 
smell of incense.  We seemed to 
walk forever and made sure we 
stayed very close to our guide 
because to lose him meant we 
might never find our way out of this 
maze.
   The shops’ offerings were 
appealing, well-displayed and well-
made, from skull caps in black or 
white knit (I bought one of each) 
to carved wooden bowls to baubles 
strung together to make bold, bright 
necklaces. We traipsed down every 
lane and everywhere we looked 
there were new things to buy!  The 
essential oils were particularly 
beguiling, evoking the exact scent 
of each flower, and the nice part, 
they came in roll-on containers 

and were about $4 US.   There 
were bins brimming with spices in 
colors of yellow, green and red and 
candles of every size and shape.  
You will certainly find exotic gifts 
here to bring home and it will be 
easy on the wallet – provided you 
bargain with the shopkeeper, and, 
of course, bargaining is part of 
the fun and it is expected!  The 
“turquoise” large bauble necklace I 
bought was a bargain.  The vendor 
shaved off a dollar or two.  He and I 
both ended up with a price we were 
happy with. Win-Win.  The medina 
is a pulsing, living thing, a place 
of indefinable charm and mystery.  
This bazaar differed from most 
others in that the atmosphere was 
happy and non-aggressive. You will 
feel comfortable here. 
White and Blue and Beautiful All 
Over
   We left the narrow, close confines 
of the medina for the fresh air of 
Sidi Bou Said, the elegant and chic 
resort by the sea.  There we found 
bright white, blue-trimmed villas 
with fuchsia bougainvillea spilling 
from terraces.  At a sidewalk café 
perched on a hill with steep terraces 
set spectacularly on the cliffs and 
overlooking the gulf below, we sat 
on kilim covered banquettes and 
watched men seriously absorbed in 
smoking their chicas (water pipes).  
We drank espresso so strong it 
had a real jolt and ate delicious 
doughnuts sweetened with honey 
called boubalouni.   Sidi Bou Said 
is a tourist haven yet even on a 
summer evening, you can have it 
to yourself by wandering through 
the silent backstreets.  From our 
vantage point, we looked across 
the cliff tops to a monastic fortress 
and lighthouse built in the early 
years of Arab rule.  Dar Ennejma 
Ezzahra is our next stop in Sidi.  It 
is the French Baron d’Erlanger’s 
monumental and beautiful folly 
which was built between 1912 and 
1922, its architecture a mixture of 
Tunisian and Romantic Orientalism. 
This edifice is now home to the 
Centre of Arab and Mediterranean 
Music and we saw stunning 
musical instruments through 
the ages, a collection of cultural 
heritage worthy of both study and 
preservation. 

Power to the Palm Tree
   The city of Hammamet on the 
Cap Bon peninsula is 40 miles 
southeast of Tunis and is rightly 
called Tunisia’s garden resort.  The 
land abounds with eucalyptus and 
citrus trees and flowering shrubs.  
A major expansion has taken place 
within the last five years causing 
the government to enact a local law 
prohibiting hotels built higher than 
the tallest surrounding palm tree.  
This has not, however, stopped 
Hammamet from expanding 
horizontally with hotels rimming the 
seashore in each direction as far as 
the eye can see.  In fact, “Las Vegas 
by the Mediterranean” came quickly 
to mind.  To further this image, the 
hotels all vie for guests by offering 
elaborate nightly entertainment and 
70’s-style discos. By day, there’s 
lots to occupy you: two major golf 
courses, para-sailing, windsurfing 
or just hanging around the hotel 
pool, and in summer, Hammamet is 
the site of Tunisia’s annual cultural 
festival. 
   Before leaving Hammamet, our 
guide told us of a renowned pastry 
shop here that makes just one thing: 
makrud, a tiny, triangular-shaped 
envelope of dough filled with dates 
or almonds.  Although makrud can 
be purchased throughout Tunisia, 
this place is known to produce the 
best.  Pulling up to the shop, we 
found people standing five deep 
at the counter buying boxes of the 
pastry. We were given a sample and 
decided on the spot that we must 
take some home.  It tasted kind of 
like baklava and was delicious.  For 
about $2.50 we bought a box that 
must have contained at least 2-3 
pounds of makrud, enough to share 
with friends and family – and then 
some.  I think we’ll still be eating 
this goodie through Thanksgiving 
and Christmas.
Ruined Beauty
   We were looking forward to our 
visit to Carthage and its acres of 
Roman ruins.  In its day, Carthage 
was a thriving maritime center that 
became the third largest city in 
the Roman Empire, before being 
destroyed by Arab invaders from 
the east in 692 A.D.  Virgil wrote 
of the ancient port of Carthage in 
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Melanie Vaughan (Eileen).
Original casts of Ring of Fire,
Parade, Sunday in the Park
with George and On the
Twentieth Century. Soloist
with New York City Opera,
Omaha Symphony, at
Madison Square Garden,
Town Hall, Avery Fisher Hall,
United Nations and Radio
City Music Hall. Toured
nationally with Sweeney
Todd, Jerry’s Girls and Jerome
Robbins’ Broadway. Regional
credits: Old Globe Theater,
Pittsburgh Public Theater, The
Human Race Theater, Virginia
Stage Theater, the O'Neill
Theater Center and
Goodspeed Opera House.

Trisha Rapier (Katie).
Sessions, Shout! The Mod
Musical, NEWSical,
understudy for the Liza
Minelli character in The Boy
from Oz, Golf, The Musical!,
Forbidden Broadway, and
the national tours of The
Who’s Tommy and
Forbidden Broadway/
Forbidden Hollywood.
Performs at the jazz club
Birdland.

Toni Seawright (Marsha).
Aunt Em and Glinda in the
national tour of The Wiz,
Streetcorner Symphony, Only
for One Night and Melba
Moore: One Woman Show,
directed by George Faison.
Stand-up comedian,
Caroline’s Comedy Club.

Sonia Perez (Emily).
Regional productions of 
I Love You, You’re Perfect,
Now Change; A Funny Thing
Happened on the Way to the
Forum; and Female Bonding.
Soloist with the Buffalo
Philharmonic Orchestra.
Toured nationally in H.M.S.
Pinafore and Carmen.

Karissa Staples
(Marisa), Miss Maine 2006.
Featured in regional
productions of The Wizard
of Oz and Joseph and the
Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat, and the new
film thriller Red Hook.

Jonathan Ido Friedman, musical director
and arranger. Recruited into The Juilliard
School of Music at 15. Numerous awards,
including the Israel-America Cultural
Foundation award and the Hecht Foundation
award. Toured Europe and US as a soloist.
Played Carnegie Hall, Lincoln Center, and
Jordan Recital Hall. Co-wrote and produced
an album with legendary songwriter Moogy

Klingman. Worked with Itzhak Perlman, Ani Kavafian and Veda
Kaplinsky. Currently writing a new musical The Eyes of Midnight,
commissioned by Van Hill Entertainment.

Celebrate the ages and stages of our lives with Bernstein, Gershwin,
Kander and Ebb, Sondheim, Shire, Jason Robert Brown,

Stephen Schwartz, Elton John, and Broadway’s…

Sponsored by SwigEquities
ARTISTRY IN OWNERSHIP

®

Edgemont Theater
200 White Oak Lane, Scarsdale, NY 10583

Saturday, December 1, 2007 at 7:30PM
Sunday, December 2, 2007  3PM

Tickets: $50, $100 platinum seating with special 
with special VIP treatment and gift. $25 student rate

Special live auction. Come early for viewing.

Special contributions by students of the Edgemont School District

All ticket sales go to the Children’s Brain Tumor Foundation

Call 1-212-448-9494 for tickets
Go to www.cbtf.org for more information

�
�

�

All proceeds go to the Children Brain Tumor
Foundation, a non-profit organization, founded in 1988
by dedicated parents, physicians and friends. Their
mission is to improve the treatment, quality of life and

the long term outlook for children with brain and spinal cord tumors through research, support,
education, and advocacy to families and survivors. Joel Ehrlich, Executive Producer and Director  • Joan Lazer, Producer 

Produced by The Harmony Entertainment Group • www.theharmonygroupllc.com
©  2007 The Harmony Entertainment Group
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Travel

the first century B.C. and it has 
forever more been suffused in a 
legendary aura of romance, power 
and decline. This is Tunisia’s best-
known archeological site and its 
ruins are scattered over a very large 
area. To tour it completely you’ll 
need a full day.  We had only a few 
hours to walk amid the pillars and 
statues, some almost wholly intact 
and preserved but many standing 
only a little above ground level.  
Still, if you approach Carthage with 
some imagination and a willingness 
to be impressed, it has a good deal 
to offer. I was mesmerized by a 
marble statue of a young woman 
executed perfectly, her eyes gazing 
wistfully into the distance, the look 
on her face virginal and sweet, 
and the robe that she wore flowing 
about her feet so realistically that 
it appeared to be stirred by a warm 
breeze that just then wafted through 
the cypress trees. 
The Holy City
   That would be Kairouan, a three 
hour drive from Tunis.  This city is 
famous for its Great Mosque and 
is considered the most important 
religious site in the country.  “What 
a hell of a place to put a holy 
city” wrote The Times’ military 
correspondent in 1939, complaining 

From Page 6
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about the heat. Kairouan, because it 
is situated inland from the tempering 
breeze of the Mediterranean, can 
get incredibly hot in summer.  In 
October, we had a comfortable 70-
75 degrees, weather made for café 
sitting and observing the lively 
street scene which enfolded about 
us.  Robed men and head-covered 
women bustled about, donkeys 
pulled carts laden with twigs and 
branches, shepherds by the roadside 
guided their flocks with staffs and 
there sprawled out before us, the 
awe-inspiring, sand-colored Great 
Mosque. Surrounding this vast, 
several football fields-large site 
were the ubiquitous vendors.  Here 
their specialty is carpets.  Kairouan 
is a UNESCO World Heritage site, 
and is Islam’s fourth most holy 
center.  You may visit certain parts 
of this monument but be aware that 
the mosque’s prayer-hall is closed 
to non-Muslims. 
The Tip of North Africa
   As our Tunisian tour came to an 
end, we decided to head toward the 
northernmost part of the country, 
Bizerte.  Driving a couple of hours 
from our Tunis base, we came to the 
“untouched, true” Tunisia, if you 
will. The land here is agricultural 
with fertile fields growing wheat 

and barley.  
   Vineyards and olive groves 
abound.  We passed through dusty 
villages with kids playing in the 
rubble and, however small the 
town, there was always a table set 
up outside a storefront where men 
sat, drank tea and smoked – and 
they were never, ever joined by 
their women!  
   Enroute to Bizerte, we get a sense 
of a definite shift – in people, in 
traditions, in the way of life.  We 
stop at Utique, a small town dating 
from 1105 B.C., affording us our 
finest opportunity to observe the 
aboriginal people, Berbers. Their 
ethnic dress is a riot of colors: reds, 
yellows, purples, the women in 
long, flowing skirts, heads wrapped 
in bright, gauzy scarves, wrists 
jangling with layer upon layer of 
gold bracelets.  The men wear dark 
colored robes flowing to the ground, 
the traditional djallabiyya.  
   In Bizerte, we found a port city 
known not as much for resort as 
for industry. However, this place 
is definitely worth a visit, as it has 
a monumental heritage covering 
centuries of strategic importance 
and is still very much the preserve 
of Tunisians.  We visited Bizert’s 
Kasbah with its massive walls and 

on top, a promenade where we had 
a view of the port  - brightly colored 
boats and fishermen stringing their 
large, lacy nets.  We explored the 
Old Town with hidden passages, 
arches and walls painted in pretty 
pastel shades. 
   On our way back to Tunis, we made 
a stop at Raf Raf, about 18 miles 
southeast of Bizerte.  The beach 
here is surprisingly undeveloped 
and private.  We stood on a cliff 
top looking towards Cap Farina 
glistening in the sun, the waves 
crashing below us – a pure and 
peaceful moment.  The beach is an 
almost endless curve of white sand 
backed by dunes, forest and sloping 
fields of fig, vines and rustling cane.  
We were told that even on weekends 
when this beach is very populated, 
it’s easy to find one’s own secluded 
cove and escape the crowds. 
The Bardo Museum
   We saved one of the highlights 
of our trip for the last day when 
we visited the Bardo Museum in 
Tunis.  Housed in the former royal 
palace of the Bey, this museum has 
the largest collection of Roman 
mosaics in the world.  The building 
itself is spectacular, built up over 
the centuries and surrounded by 
gardens full of Roman and Punic 

statues.  The mosaics are splendid 
and awe-inspiring.  Viewing 
them so bright and vivid is like 
looking through an  album of color 
snapshots.  These mosaics offer a 
direct and beautiful visual record 
of what was considered important 
by this extraordinarily powerful 
civilization.  The collection is too 
vast to take in on a single visit 
but even a glimpse of some of the 
designs will flesh out a picture 
of Roman life and times.  Two 
artworks that I think back on with 
a smile: one, a glorious rendering 
of a scene from Homer’s Odyssey 
where Odysseus sails past the Island 
of Sirens, and his men, to prevent 
temptation, are all tied to masts.  
The more things change….  The 
other, in one of the fresco rooms, 
among the rare surviving fragments 
- a wall painting depicting a bottle 
of wine wrapped in straw, a bag full 
of eggs and a leg of lamb.  Ah, the 
good life! 
Strangers into Friends
   Our guide summed up the Tunisian 
experience very well: “Here in 
Tunisia, one kills four birds with 
one stone.  You have a country that 
is Arabic yet European; you are in 
Africa and here you can experience 
the wonders of the Islamic world.”  

He went on to explain: “Tunisians 
are a liberal people and the idea 
welcoming strangers is a centuries-
old tradition.  It is a cosmopolitan 
country which offers exploration of 
an historic and exotic land.”  When 
we arrived the Tunisian people 
were but strangers.  We leave with 
strangers becoming friends.  Tunisia 
welcomes you. 

If You Go:

Tunisian Tourism Office
1515 Massachusetts Avenue
Washington DC 20005
Tel: 202- 466-2546
E: tourism@tunisiaguide.com 

The Tunisian Cultural & Information 
Center USA
168 Madison Avenue
NY NY 10016
Tel: 212-991-9933
Director: Naima Remadi
E: director@tunisiancenterusa.com 

Corinthia Khamsa Hotel
Les Cites de Carthage-Gammarth-
Tunisie
Tel: 216-71 91 11 00
E: commercial.corinthia@planet.tn 

mailto:tourism@tunisiaguide.com
mailto:director@tunisiancenterusa.com
mailto:commercial.corinthia@planet.tn
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Yonkers, New York

7$
Right Here  Right Now

Billion
in Development

Come Grow With Us
Did you know that $7 billion in development proj-

ects are happening right here, right now in Yonkers? 

The City of Yonkers features some of the broadest 

urban redevelopment plans in the New York Metro 

Area and is on the cutting edge of commercial, em-

ployment and investment opportunities for busi-

nesses just like yours. These exciting opportunities 

have been made possible by the Yonkers IDA.

We’re Here To Help
We offer qualified projects financial incentives in the 

form of sales and mortgage tax exemptions, real 

property tax abatments and tax exempt bonds.

Make Yonkers Your Next Stop
Call Ellen Lynch today!

470 Nepperhan Avenue, Suite 200
Yonkers, NY 10701

Phone (914) 509-8651
Fax (914) 509-8650

info@YonkersIDA.com

Mayor Phil Amicone, Chairman
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