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Mayor’s Column
Mary C. Marvin

Mayor of the Village of Bronxville

   Yonkers Real Estate Committee 
Meeting of December 5, 
2007,  promised to be an important 
and integral step in educating 
and bringing consensus to the 
Tax Incremental 
Financing (TIF) 
vehicle stated to be 
essential to the SFC 
Yonkers Project. 
So much so, in 
fact, that Joseph 
Apicella, Executive 
Vice President of 
Cappelli Enterprises 
declared that without 
TIF financing, The 
Gateway Project 
(Chicken Island) 
could not be built. 
Lamont Blackstone, principal of 
G.L. Blackstone & Associates LLC, 
a commercial real estate consulting 
firm specializing in urban markets, 
whose firm is presently a consultant 
to the Yonkers City Council was to 
deliver his evaluation of the Tax 
Incremental Financing (TIF) plan. 
To his discredit, Blackstone was 
unprepared, delivering a promise 
that his evaluation would be made 
available within two days. His 
lack of preparedness demeans 
every citizen who should expect 
delivery of pertinent analysis in 
a timely fashion. Mr. Blackstone 
is working on the assumption that 
Yonkers citizenry will tolerate 

Yonkers’ Double 
Standard Revealed 

By Hezi Aris

promise without delivery of 
substance. Thank Council President 
Chuck Lesnick for introducing 
Blackstone’s lack of credibility to 
the City of Yonkers.

   After a laborious 
and drawn out 
dissertation that 
expressed not 
even one relevant 
thought, this reporter 
asked if in his 
analysis, Blackstone 
incorporated the 
most recent figures 
vis-à-vis the sub-
prime debacle that 
has impressed real 
estate valuations 
throughout the 

nation and the world. Blackstone 
had the temerity to address the 
Yonkers City Council and the public 
by saying he did not. Again, for him 
to believe that Yonkersites are so 
gullible as to accept an evaluation 
based upon outdated and irrelevant 
figures is unconscionable. He should 
be ashamed of himself; likely he is 
being paid enough not to be.
   Interestingly enough, in a meeting at 
which the Tax Increment Financing 
(TIF) plan was presented to New 
York State Comptroller Thomas 
P. DiNapoli, it is unfathomable 
to this reporter that Blackstone’s 
conclusion, whatever they may be, 

   The Israel-Palestine peace meeting 
in Annapolis, Maryland was a 
success in at least one respect. It 
brought together every Arab state 
involved, including Saudi Arabia 
and Syria. 
   According to many Middle East 
experts, the coming together of Arab 
nations at the request of President 
Bush indicates that Arabs are in 
such fear of Iran and its efforts to 
dominate the region that they are 
willing to cooperate with the United 
States more than ever before.
   In a New York Times op-ed article, 
author Michael B. Oren writes: “...
participants in the conference were 
above all motivated by their fear of 

A Critical Moment for Diplomacy
By Ed Koch

a radical and relentlessly aggressive 
Iran.” He went on to point to “the 
success of the Iranian proxies, 
Hezbollah and Hamas in Lebanon 
and Gaza, as well as the expansion 
of Iranian influence westward into 
the Iraqi vacuum.”
   That analysis reinforces my belief 
that the United States could get these 
same Arab states to recognize that 
they must help us in Iraq or suffer 
the consequences of an ultimate 
Iranian victory when we leave.
   “Helping us” means sending troops, 
spending money and apprehending 
and deterring terrorists in their 
countries who are seeking Jihad - 
Holy War - against the U.S. in Iraq 

and elsewhere. The U.S. has refused 
to make the threat of leaving Iraq 
dependent on the offers of help 
from these Arab countries in the 
region that have more to lose than 
we do by our withdrawal of military 
forces from Iraq. This is the moment 
for President Bush to deliver such 
an ultimatum to our Arab regional 
allies.
   Many in the media are crowing 
about The Times’ recognition 
that the surge in Iraq has been 
successful. For so long, The Times 
printed article after article that we 
were losing the war on the various 
Iraqi battlefields.

    Before year end you will receive 
the 2008 Hastings-on-Hudson 
calendar mailed to your home.  
The response to 
the calendar was so 
positive last year 
that we undertook 
the responsibility to 
print one for 2008.  
We have expanded 
the content and 
have made other 
improvements which 
we hope you will 
find useful.
     We are pleased to report that 
this past year witnessed the 
accomplishment of several important 
projects. The calendar offers a 
brief description of the activities 
and programs our employees 
in concert with the elected and 
appointed officials along with the 
many citizen volunteers, provided 

Francis A. Frobel’s 2007 
Holiday Message 

By Francis A. Frobel,  
Village Manager of the Village of Hastings-on-Hudson

to Village residents.  These projects 
were the result of community 
leaders working together in an 

effort to improve the 
quality of life and 
to create a positive 
e n v i r o n m e n t 
intended to build a 
stronger, healthier 
and safer community.  
We believe the 
successes we have 
experienced over the 
past twelve months 

will serve as the 
foundation for still other projects 
which need to be undertaken; as we 
continue to insure that the Village 
residents witness improved delivery 
of public services and receive 
programs of value.
   During 2007 several citizen 

see Holiday Message Pg. 4

   The Village and 
the Chamber of 
Commerce joined 
together on Sunday 
for a “Light up the 
Town” stroll of the 
business district 
followed by an open 
house at Village Hall.  
The day culminated 
in a magical lighting 
of the Village tree via 
a dramatic countdown 
by our youngest 
residents. 
   The Trustees’ last meeting of the 
year will be on Monday, December 
10th.  We have completed many 
projects, both large and small but 
still have many more issues to 
tackle not the least of which is the 
development of the Kensington 
Road property. 
   At the December meeting, our 
new Police Chief Satriale will 
introduce all five of our new police 

officers who will be 
in attendance.  We 
hope you will put a 
name to the face and 
welcome them to our 
community.  They 
are all genuinely 
excited to be part of 
the team. 
   Several topics 
have come to the 
fore because of the 
season.  Leaves 

throughout the Village 
fell two weeks later than even 
last year’s late prolonged autumn 
season.  The lion’s share also fell 
during Thanksgiving week when 
several of our crew scheduled time 
off with their families. 
   Our public works crews have 
already completed eight rounds 
of the Village and are working 
weekends to catch up. 
   This year’s clean-up has also 

NEW YORK, NY -- Legislators 
in four states announced the joint 
launch of a 
national “terror-
free investing” 
l e g i s l a t i v e 
c a m p a i g n 
targeting the 
i n v e s t m e n t s 
of state public 
pension systems 
in foreign 
companies that 
do business 
with Iran, 
North Korea, 
Sudan and Syria.  The legislators, 
which include both Democrats and 
Republicans from Massachusetts, 
New York (including NYS Senator 
Jeffrey D. Klein), Maryland and 
Delaware, have written to governors 
and legislative leadership in all 
50 states to promote their unified, 
‘broad’ terror-free investing 
legislative model, which will apply 
substantial financial pressure on 
foreign companies to either freeze 
business activities within countries 
that sponsor terrorism, or withdraw 
from such countries altogether. 
   “This is a straightforward campaign 
– our constituents do not want 
their pension funds to support the 
economies of nations that sponsor 

National “Terror-Free” 
Investment Initiative

Market Developments Underpin Launch of 
Uniform Legislative Model

terrorism, regardless of whether 
that support is direct or indirect,” 

remarked Rep. 
Kevin J. Murphy, 
a Democratic 
Representative 
f r o m 
Massachusetts 
s p o n s o r i n g 
the terror-free 
i n v e s t m e n t 
legislation in 
his state.  “We 
have set forth a 
market-driven 
approach that 

applies real political and financial 
pressure on foreign companies 
to freeze operations within these 
countries or to withdraw, while at 
the same time ensuring high-yield 
returns completely independent of 
these unstable and rogue regimes.” 
   The legislators’ announcement 
follows the recent introduction 
of the FTSE “Terror-Free” Index 
Series that will streamline the 
“terror-free” investment process 
for state pension systems and other 
investors seeking to invest “terror-
free. 
   “We understand that the FTSE 
index series will allow state public 

   Across the nation, and here in 
New York, homeowners need relief 
from the uncertainties that have 
plagued the lending 
market. While the 
plan proposed by the 
Federal Government 
yesterday is a 
constructive first 
step, it does nothing 
to help thousands of 
homeowners in New 
York who are already 
more than 30 days 
in default, close to 
foreclosure, or who 
have entered the 
foreclosure process. 
Those homeowners will not benefit 
from this proposal and I urge the 
industry to collaborate with the 
states to develop proposals that will 

Statement from Governor 
Spitzer Regarding Federal 

Plans to Address the  
Sub-prime Crisis

more completely avert this crisis. 
   It is unclear how many borrowers 
would qualify for the rate freeze 

under the proposed 
program, but it is clear 
the criteria are too 
restrictive to help the 
majority of those in a 
vulnerable situation. 
It would immediately 
disqualify many who 
are struggling with 
mortgages that have 
already reset, or 
others who are using 
alternative products 
other than adjustable 
rate mortgages. Some 

have estimated the proposal will 
only help between 15 percent to 
20 percent of subprime borrowers. 

Wiggins 
Whacks  

Pierorazio’s 
Leadership 

Meeting Not Televised

Dr. Ed U.Cator

   This is how it always begins. 
A Trustee frustrated by a 
Superintendent; in this case Marlin 
Wiggins by Bernard Pierorazio, 
publicly lashes out at the 
administration and its leadership, 
that is, Superintendent Bernard 
Pierorazio. We have seen it all 
before.
   Whether for right or wrong 
reasons, Marra, Hornsby, and 
Farmer, all began their slide out 
of the superintendency this way. 
Most superintendents, and in this 

   With their Chapel currently 
being utilized as their library, 
and unavailable for regular 
performances, the Allen Memorial 
Hall became the stage for the night’s 
Chamber Ensembles performances. 
Blustery winds outside would be 
no match for the beautiful and 
engaging music we were destined 
to hear inside.
   Under the leadership of Helen 

Tuned In: Hackley 
Upper School Chamber 
Ensembles Perform at 
Allen Memorial Hall

By Tom Bock

Erickson, a 35-year veteran of the 
Hackley School and the head of the 
Performing Arts Department since 
1989, the night promised great 
music in an informal atmosphere. 
“I think this is an incredible mix 
of kids and faculty and it makes 
tonight very special,” she said of 
the evening’s recital.
   This concert began with a Trio in C 

l to r: Jeffrey Epstein, a 17 year old senior from Ossining, N.Y., violin; 
Yuna Tsuji, a 15 year old freshman from Paramus, N.J., viola, and 
Vladimir Morgovsky, Director of the Orchestra for Hackley, cello.  

YPS Superintendent 
Bernard Pierorazio

One and All
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Letters to the Editor
Where the Money Goes

   Westchester County, towns, 
villages, fire districts and 
school districts should consider 
implementing and improving on 
an initiative that was started by 
the Texas State Comptroller’s 
office that could curb government 
spending. The suggestion to 
establish an online Where the 
Money Goes data base. Residents 
would be able to receive maximum 
information as to how every 
penny of their tax dollars is spent 
if this initiative is implemented. 
   This tool, which was featured 
in Governing Magazine,  lets 
users search state expenditures by 
agency, payee, spending category 
and purchasing classification, 
and gives transaction details that 
include amounts and dates, name of 
the agency making the payment and 

name of the payee. The database is 
automatically updated at the end 
of every day, and also features 
best practices for government 
purchases, a glossary of terms and 
a spotlight on government savings. 
The site encourages visitors to 
submit best practices, and hopes the 
transparency will lead to new efforts 
to curb spending and improve 
government efficiency. Texas’ site 
joins similar efforts in Kansas, 
Minnesota, Oklahoma, Hawaii and 
Missouri.
   I hope to initiate a similar on line 
Where the Money Goes. data base 
in 2008. I urge County Executive 
Andrew Spano to do the same.  If 
every employee, department head, 
elected official know that their 
expenditures will be monitored 
- people might think twice before 
spending our tax dollars. This 
is one initiative that could save  

tons of money.

Paul Feiner
Greenburgh Town Supervisor
  

Supermarket Shoppers 
Need More Protection

   As more supermarkets merge and 
still fight fierce competition, they 
are treating customers more like 
UPC numbers, rather than like their 
source of profits. Stores advertise 
sales on major brands, such as 
Colgate toothpaste, Breyers yogurt, 
Campbell’s Select or condensed 
soups, Centrum, Energizer 
batteries, Ellio’s pizza, and A&W 
soda, but they run out of stock in a 
day or two. The supermarket may 
issue a raincheck to the few who 
wait at the customer service desk 
but the shelves can remain empty 

for weeks.
   In a June inspection at a Fleetwood 
supermarket by a state agriculture 
department inspector, four of ten 
different food products on sale 
were out of stock. The store had 
issued 600 rain checks. In 2005 the 
Department of Agriculture issued 
$2,700 in fines but only $1,500 
were paid (55%); in 2006, stores 
were fined $3,000 and $900 were 
paid (30%). In 2007 only $300 in 
fines were issued under the new 
Commissioner who was the chief 
lobbyist for the NYS Farm Bureau 
before he took this job.
   The Agriculture Department also 
regulates milk prices on a monthly 
basis. December was the second 
drop in prices ($4.25 a gallon) since 
August 2006 but supermarkets don’t 
always lower  their prices although 
they immediately raise prices when 
they go up, even before the month 

begins. There are fewer major 
supermarkets in Mount Vernon, 
for example, since A&P bought 
Shopwell, Waldbaums, and Food 
Emporium, and there may be one 
less with a Pathmark merger.
   Supermarkets still overcharge on 
items because of computer errors or 
mis-information in the circulars but 
most customers don’t have the time 
to check every price, especially on 
a $100+ order. The state, county, 
and municipalities should enact 
legislation that requires an automatic 
credit issued on the customer’s 
next order when the supermarket 
becomes aware of an error, and a 
“shoppers” card was used.

Charles Roda
Mount Vernon, NY

would be prudently followed by 
anyone, much less Mr. DiNapoli, 
who is more than able to recognize 
relevant data when he sees it.
   May one conclude that 
Blackstone’s lack of professionalism 
and DiNapoli’s demand for it have 
a common denominator? That 
common denominator is simply that 
there are “two” books for Yonkers; 
one is for the people: dumbed down, 
irrelevant, off kilter, and another, 

Yonkers’ Double Standard Revealed 
used by City Hall to promote a plan 
for which the public need not be on 
board. It’s like having two sets of 
books: one for the IRS, the other for 
the real deal.
   Another issue that was divulged 
that evening in an effort to do good 
for his task masters, was Anthony 
Giumbruno’s effort. Giumbruno 
concocted a plausible story about 
how an initial presentation of land 
offered to New York State was 

rejected, necessitating another 
parcel of land to be swapped for 
property likely to be used in SFC 
Yonkers’, yet to be approved, 
Gateway Project. Why Giumbruno 
had to create a story of convenience 
to promote what he thought was City 
Hall’s agenda rather than disclose 
the “honest” facts is an act of 
deception on his part, inappropriate 
and demeaning before an august 
arena of elected officials and the 

public. One may only infer that 
Giumbruno’s conduct to manipulate 
the facts for his “boss” was his best 
effort to ingratiate City Hall. His 
outlandish distortion of the truth is a 
travesty to his post and detrimental 
to the good conduct of Mayor Phil 
Amicone’s development plans.
   One must wonder out loud if 
the conduct revealed by these two 
incidents (there were foiur all told) 
is promulgated by the public’s lack 

of scrutiny of events or if media is 
too often kept in the dark by similar 
“games” and is thereby incapable 
of divulging reality within their 
newspaper, radio, or television, in a 
credible way. Is it too much to ask 
for one set of books?
   If the SFC Yonkers Project fails, 
it will be because of bungling fools 
described above. Let’s do it right.
 

New York Civic

   December is the month when 
writers review the events of the 
year, pontificate over the past, 
and prognosticate for the future. 
The new kid in town this year 
is Governor Eliot Spitzer, and it 
would be exaggeration to say that 
he received mixed reviews. 
   There have been two full-scale 
magazine articles in Albany on 
the governor’s first year.  We 
linked to one last week, David 
Margolick’s piece in Vanity Fair.  
In its December 10 issue, the 
New Yorker published a profile by 
Nick Paumgarten. Its title: “The 
Humbling Of Eliot Spitzer: The 
Governor’s Rocky Rookie Season.”   
It is a serious and thoughtful piece, 
and we recommend it to you for 
weekend reading.  The Paumgarten 
article contains 11,926 words, and 
spans 20 pages in the magazine.  
We do not give its length to deter 
you from reading it, but to advise 
you to sit down before you begin.  
We found it to be very well done, 
a tad sympathetic to the governor 
because the reporter was granted 
extraordinary access, but fair 
enough to give readers a pretty 
good idea of what is likely to be 
going on.  
The Vanity Fair piece by David 
Margolick was, in our view, 
particularly well done.  Its title 
is “The Year Of Governing 
Dangerously” and it ran for 8499 
words.  Vanity Fair is a national 

Rookie Year Deconstructed
Two Thorough Magazine Articles Deconstruct Spitzer’s First Year; Governor Shakes Up His Team

  
By Henry J. Stern

magazine, and it is noteworthy that 
they gave so much attention to the 
political problems we endure in the 
State of New York. 
   This week the governor moved 
to strengthen his administration 
by appointing the competent 
Paul Francis as director of state 
operations, replacing Olivia 
Golden, Ph.D., who had been 
assistant secretary of Health 
and Human Services, serving 
under HHS Secretary Donna 
Shalala in President Clinton’s 
second term.  Dr. Golden had not 
attracted much public attention 
since her appointment by Governor 
Spitzer on January 11.  In fact, we 
were unaware that she existed until 
we read that she had been replaced.  
   We read in Nicholas Confessore’s 
article in yesterday’s Times that 
Mr. Francis will be in charge of the 
deputy secretaries to the governor.  
Among the eccentricities in New 
York State government is the fact 
that the traditional No. 2 man in 
the Executive Chamber holds the 
title: Secretary to the Governor, and 
the men and women who oversee 
various agencies are called ‘deputy 
secretaries to the governor’.  In 
New York City, they would be 
Deputy Mayors.  In the State of 
Illinois, Bradley (Ivory) Tusk, a 
Parks alumnus, held the position 
of Deputy Governor from 2003 to 
2007 before returning to New York 
City. 

   The report that Mr. Francis 
“will supervise and coordinate the 
work of all the deputy secretaries 
who run state agencies” raises the 
issue of what role the Secretary 
to the Governor, Richard Baum, 
will have in 2008.  It would be 
normal for deputy secretaries to 
report to the Secretary.  If it is true 
that Mr. Francis will assume this 
responsibility, that may help solve 
the problem of what to do with Mr. 
Baum, who has been reported by 
the media to have been criticized 
in internal discussions within the 
administration.  Mr. Baum has been 
a faithful Spitzer deputy for many 
years, serving without incident.
   However, when things go 
seriously wrong, the blame must be 
placed somewhere, and it usually 
ends up just below the top. Look 
at the subprime mortgage problems 

as an example in the private sector. 
In each bank, they seem to find 
some head to roll. Is that the person 
who is really responsible for the 
problem? The answer is probably: 
sometimes.
Another aspect of the Spitzer 
shakeup is that it is a reasonable 
solution to retain a trustee and 
faithful while limiting his duties. 
That may be the case here, if Mr. 
Francis assumes more responsibility 
for what in Albany has been called 
“agencyland”.  It is also quite 
unwise to dismiss a staffer who is in 
a position to give testimony adverse 
to his employer.  Remember Darren 
Dopp’s difficulties, publicly 
expressed, in paying his mortgage 
and educating his children while he 
was suspended for 35 days without 
pay. Apart from common decency 
and reciprocal loyalty, there is an 
element of prudence in retaining the 
services of persons who happen to 
be in such awkward positions.
   Mayor Bloomberg is in the 
fortunate position of being able 
to offer employment, in his 
corporation or his foundation, to 
anyone whose time in government 
has passed.  This was the case when 
Verna Eggleston, the first Human 
Resources Administrator under 
Mayor Bloomberg, resigned in the 
fall of 2006 to join his foundation. 
She was succeeded at HRA by 
Robert Doar, who is the son of John 
Doar, a significant figure in civil 

rights in the Justice Department 
under Attorney General Robert 
F. Kennedy, and later president 
of the New York City Board of 
Education.
It is a good sign when succeeding 
generations in a family devote 
themselves to public service, as 
long as it is not the money or the 
power of the elder generation 
which secures the position for the 
younger, definitely not a factor in 
the Doar case. BTW, Comptroller 
Thomas DiNapoli, speaking at a 
Crain’s breakfast Thursday, said 
that he proved that one did not 
have to be the son of a governor or 
a multimillionaire to hold public 
office in New York State. But could 
he have raised the money to win 
a contested primary? Fortunately, 
the question will not arise until 
2010, but how can an honest man 
raise substantial money without 
relying on people who have a 
special interest in the Comptroller’s 
decisions?

Henry Stern is president of New 
York Civic (www.NYCivic.org) and 

a blogger on public issues. 
He was New York City’s Parks 
Commissioner for fifteen years 

under Mayors Koch and Giuliani.

http://www.window.state.tx.us/comptrol/expendlist/cashdrill.php
http://www.window.state.tx.us/comptrol/expendlist/cashdrill.php
http://www.window.state.tx.us/comptrol/expendlist/cashdrill.php
http://nycivicblog.blogspot.com/2007/11/vanity-fair.html
http://nycivicblog.blogspot.com/2007/11/vanity-fair.html
http://www.newyorker.com/reporting/2007/12/10/071210fa_fact_paumgarten
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/12/06/nyregion/06spitzer.html?n=Top/Reference/Times Topics/People/C/Confessore, Nicholas
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The United Faith of America
By Bob Weir

Call Darryl Walker 
to Advertise 

in the
Westchester Times Tribune

914-378-1433, Ext. 235
WTTads@gmail.com

   As I follow the campaign for the 
presidency in 2008, I can understand 
and engage in a lively debate on the 
myriad issues that will be faced by 
our next Chief Executive. But there 
is one issue that should have no 
place in this campaign, the religious 
affiliation of any candidate. When I 
read about the references to Mitt 
Romney’s Mormon faith it makes 
we wonder if we seek to elect a 
president or a minister to the highest 
office in the land. In addition, I’m 
moved to wonder if we’ve had any 
progress toward religious tolerance 
in the past half century. On 
September 12, 1960, Senator John 
Kennedy was compelled to give a 
speech in Houston, Texas to placate 
his anti-Catholic critics and declare 
to the nation that his religion should 
not disqualify him for occupancy in 
the White House. 
   He emphasized the critical 

issues facing the country, none 
of which were religion-based. 
“…war and hunger and ignorance 
and despair know no religious 
barriers,” he said. “But because I 
am a Catholic, and no Catholic has 
ever been elected President, the real 
issues in this campaign have been 
obscured, perhaps deliberately. So 
it is apparently necessary for me to 
state once again, not what kind of 
church I believe in, for that should 
be important only to me, but what 
kind of America I believe in.” JFK 
was stating a fundamental reason 
for the flight of our forefathers 
to the New World; freedom from 
religious oppression. Those valiant 
pioneers crossed an ocean, losing 
family members along the way, 
in order to escape a land that 
judged, discriminated against, 
and, sometimes put to death, 
people whose faith conflicted with 

the dominant 
religion. 
   Centuries 
later, it seems, 
we have become 
the antithesis 
of that which 
our American 
ancestors fought 
and died for. 
Moreover, 47 years after a candidate 
for president felt the need to remind 
his fellow countrymen that if an 
election is decided on the basis that 
millions of Americans lost their 
chance to become president on the 
day they were baptized, then the 
whole nation would be the loser; 
we have history being repeated. 
Romney, standing up for his right to 
religious choice, is forced to humble 
himself in front of the country in 
which he was born, raised and 
made a substantial contribution to, 

simply to satisfy 
the antediluvian 
prejudices of 
opposing creeds. 
To attack this 
man on his record 
as a political 
leader is fair 
game. To attack 
him because of 

his Mormon faith is a contemptible 
display of religious bigotry that 
says more about the attacker than 
the attacked.  
   In Kennedy’s historic speech, 
he said: “I believe in an America 
that is officially neither Catholic, 
Protestant nor Jewish, where no 
public official either requests or 
accepts instructions on public 
policy from the Pope, the National 
Council of Churches or any other 
ecclesiastical source, where no 
religious body seeks to impose its 

will directly or indirectly upon the 
general populace or the public acts 
of its officials and where religious 
liberty is so indivisible that an act 
against one church is treated as an 
act against all. For while this year 
it may be a Catholic against whom 
the finger of suspicion is pointed, 
in other years it has been, and 
may someday be again, a Jew, or a 
Quaker, or a Unitarian, or a Baptist. 
It was Virginia’s harassment of 
Baptist preachers, for example, that 
helped lead to Jefferson’s statute of 
religious freedom. Today I may be 
the victim, but tomorrow it may be 
you, until the whole fabric of our 
harmonious society is ripped apart 
at a time of great national peril.”
   As we know, Kennedy broke the 
barrier for Catholics and historians 
have judged him on his record 
in office, not on what church he 
attended. I’d like to say that this 

battle of one religion against another 
is un-American, but I’m afraid that 
it is very much American. It seems 
inconceivable at times that we have 
entered the 21st century; an age in 
which we can communicate with 
the world from a tiny hand-held 
contraption; an age in which we 
have satellites orbiting the moon 
and the planets; an age in which we 
can view live events on the other 
side of the world from the comfort 
of our living room sofas; yet, an age 
in which a presidential candidate 
STILL has to explain his religion as 
he attempts to become the leader of 
the FREE world. 

Bob Weir is a contributing 
columnist to Yonkers Tribune and 

Westchester Times Tribune. 
BobWeir777@aol.com.

  In 1945, a movie entitled “Going 
My Way” swept the awards table with 
seven Oscars, two of which went to 
Bing Crosby and Barry Fitzgerald. 
   The latter won “Best Supporting 
Actor” for his portrayal of 
Father Fitzgibbon, the elderly, 
curmudgeonly and stereotypically 
Irish pastor of a run-down 
inner-city church in New York. 
   Der Bingle earned his statuette 
as Father Charles Francis Patrick 
(Chuck) O’Malley, sent by the local 
bishop to save St. Dominic’s from 
foreclosure, demolition or both. 
   Readers longer in the tooth will 
either remember that flick fondly 
or should have their mediastina (so, 
look it up!) checked for the presence 
of a heart. (DVDs, by the way, 
can be bought through Amazon or 
rented at Blockbuster by youngsters 
or you older nostalgia buffs.) 
   In one of the more moving scenes 
in Moviedom history, the frail old 
man tearfully bade farewell to the 
curate he had come to love with the 

The Saddest of Words – Our “Shoodaseds”
 

By Joe Klock, Sr
wrenching words, “I’m sure that 
the way to say what I’d like to say 
will occur to me after you’ve gone.” 
   Thus, he dramatically spotlighted 
one of the worst scourges of 
humanity - the “shoodaseds.” 
   Who among us, except for a few 
self-worshipping liars, has not 
left a meeting, a confrontation, 
an opportunity, a relationship, 
or any number of happenstances 
without saying to him/herself, 
“Self, why didn’t you say 
(fill in the thises and thats)?” 
   Aside: My late Mother, true to 
her own Hibernian heritage, solved 
the problem by mentally editing 
her misspeakings and thereafter 
recounting them as verbatim 
facts - an intriguing compromise 
between blarney and BS.  
   Sometimes, unspoken words, 
brilliant rebuttals, remedial phrases 
or appropriate apologies can be and 
are, as they should, voiced at a later 
date, following sober reflection. 
   Too often it’s too late to do so, 

such as when 
the Grim Reaper 
intervenes, or when 
further contact 
is impractical, 
impossible or 
otherwise undoable. 
   These 
situations, while 
unfortunate, are 
not nearly as bad as 

miscommunications 
that could have been 
promptly resolved, rather 
than permanently regretted. 
   It’s difficult to think of a once-
significant someone in one’s life 
who has died or gone hopelessly 
out of touch without recalling 
missed opportunities to voice 
one or more of the following 
palliatives - none of which cost 
more than a brief nibble of crow: 
   “I’m sorry,” or “let’s forget about 
it,” or “you’re great,” or “ we 

should talk about 
it,” or “tell me 
what can I do to 
help,” or “help me 
to understand that, 
or “ I know how 
you feel,” or “I’m 
sorry you feel that 
way,” or “let me 
think about it,” or 
“I could be wrong,” 
or “I forgive you.” 
   Long-term 
grudges and longer-

term remorse grow out of such 
verbal omissions, often inspired 
by pride, stubbornness, anger, 
resentment, envy, prejudice, or just 
a temporary attack of orneriness.  
      It’s much easier, but infinitely 
less effective, to wait for the “other 
party” to make the first move toward 
reconciliation, but both sides share 
equally in the ultimate reward. 
   Lifelong love affairs and formerly 
firm friendships are often casualties 
of the unspoken words of kindness, 

empathy and genuine caring. 
   Couples committed to each 
other “for the duration” are not 
long in learning that loving and 
hating are occasionally cohabiting 
emotions, but not opposite ones. 
   To love others means to deeply care 
about them; its negative counterpart 
is indifference about their well-being.  
   To hate, on the other hand, means to 
intensively dislike, an occupational 
hazard which can temporarily 
afflict the most dedicated of lovers, 
cohesive of families and intimate 
of friends from time to time. 
  Loving (i.e., caring about) 
others is not an insulation against 
hurting or offending them, but 
a few soft and timely words can 
always mitigate, if not totally 
avoid, prolonged unpleasantness, 
whether in the boudoir, workplace, 
playground or checkout line. 
  If bad feelings can’t be smoothed 
over, by reason of death or other 
insuperable obstacles, don’t sweat 
it - but don’t allow the same 

thing to happen again, either. 
   One of this column’s frequently 
repeated quotations is that of 
American poet/pacifist John 
Greenleaf Whittier, who 
wrote: “For of all sad words of 
tongue or pen, the saddest are 
these: ‘It might have been.’” 
   “Shoodaseds” are a pale 
substitute for saying the right thing 
in the first place, but whenever 
time and circumstances permit, 
they should be plugged into the 
earliest possible future contact. 
   Doing so can convert 
sadness to sagacity. 
   Meanwhile, if you have some 
shoodaseds hanging in the air or 
strewn on the trail behind you, 
time’s a wastin’!
 
Freelance wordworker Joe Klock, 

Sr. (joeklock@aol.com) is a 
winter Floridian who summers 
in New Hampshire. More of his 
“Klockwork,” can be found at 

www.joeklock.com.

   What caused many in the media 
to chortle was the Times editorial of 
November 30th which opened with 
“There has been so much horrible 
news out of Iraq for so long that it 
is natural to celebrate better news. 
Sending another 30,000 American 
troops into Iraq has made life better: 
attacks are down, as are the number 
of American and Iraqi casualties.” 
Imagine how much better off we 
would have been today, if we had 
followed the advice of General 
Eric Shenseki, who was forced to 
retire after testifying before the 
Senate Armed Services Committee 
on February 25, 2003. The 
senior ranking Democrat on the 
committee asked, “Gen. Shinseki, 
could you give us some idea as to 
the magnitude of the Army’s force 
requirement for an occupation 
of Iraq following a successful 
completion of the war?” Shinseki 
replied, “In specific numbers, I 
would have to rely on the combatant 
commander’s exact requirements. 
But I ...would say that what’s been 
mobilized to this point, something 
on the order of several hundred 
thousand soldiers, are probably, 
you know, a figure that would be 
required... [Iraq is a large country 
with competing ethnic groups] so 
it takes significant ground forces 
to maintain a safe and secure 
environment to ensure that people 
are fed, that water is distributed, all 
the normal responsibilities that go 
along with administering a situation 
like this.”
   On the other hand, the Times 
is right when it states time and 
time again that there cannot be 
a successful conclusion to Iraq’s 
dilemma unless and until the Iraqi 
government agrees to a political 
reconstruction of that government, 
sharing political power and oil 

revenues among the three groups 
- Shiites, Sunnis and Kurds. The 
Shiites - a majority of 60 percent 
and supported by Iran - appear 
permanently unwilling to consent 
to such an arrangement.
   In its November 30th editorial, 
The Times mentions that the day 
before, six bodies were removed 
from the Tigris River “handcuffed 
and showed signs of having been 
tortured. And five, including a 
child, had been beheaded.”
   We are never going to quell the 
refusal of the Shia to share power 
with the Sunni minority unless 
and until the overwhelmingly 
Sunni majority in the Arab world 
- 80 percent of all Muslims - flex 
their muscles in Iraq, offsetting the 
muscle of Iran in that country. If 
we were successful in marshalling 
those Sunni countries to help us, 
we could then turn to the leaders of 
the new France under Sarkozy, and 
the new Germany under Merkel, 
leaders who have made clear they 
see their future with the U.S. unlike 
their predecessors Chirac and 
Schroeder.
   They too might then join us with 
troops and funding. If they did, the 
United Kingdom under Gordon 

Brown might reverse its policy of 
leaving Iraq. Why doesn’t President 
Bush try that approach?
   By near unanimous consent, the 
leading expert on Israel, Palestine 
and the Muslim world is Bernard 
Lewis. In a Wall Street Journal 
column of November 26th, Dr. 
Lewis made the key statement, 
commenting on a permanent 
peace between the Israelis and 
Palestinians: “Without genuine 
acceptance of Israel’s right to exist 
as a Jewish state...peace cannot be 
negotiated.”
   We know that Mahmoud Abbas, 
president of the Palestinian 
Authority, refused to allow Israel 
to be described as a Jewish state, 
as requested by Israeli Prime 
Minister Ehud Olmert, in any 
document signed by him, and the 
representatives of Saudi Arabia, in 
advance of the conference, stated 
they would not shake hands with 
representatives of Israel.
   Shaking hands is not an imprimatur 
of approval; it is a social grace. If 
you can’t even shake hands at a 
peace conference in advance of 
any final decisions, why should 
you be believed following a signed 
agreement when you do shake 
hands?
   I am discouraged, but still hopeful. 
In diplomacy, what we see in public 
is not necessarily what’s happening 
behind the scenes. At some point, 
however, even the most belligerent 
of participants and their supporters 
must conclude that beheading any 
innocent person, but particularly a 
five-year-old child, is savagery at 
its worst. Shaking hands in public 
would have been a modest first step 
towards civilized behavior. 

Ed Koch is the former Mayor of 
New York City.

A Critical Moment for Diplomacy

The streamlined modification 
option only covers borrowers 
with low credit scores and 
penalizes those borrowers who 
have maintained good credit. 
   While I applaud the administration’s 
call for an increase in the ceiling on 
tax-exempt bonding, I am concerned 
that increased bonding authority 
alone will not have a real impact 
unless the Treasury Department 
works closely with issuers in 
establishing clear guidelines for 
refinance transactions and by 
increasing maximum income and 
loan limits. I urge the administration 
to work with Congress to 
implement these changes.  
   The subprime crisis is a complex 
issue that requires a comprehensive 

Statement from Governor Spitzer 
Regarding Federal Plans to Address the 

Sub-prime Crisis

response on both the federal and 
state levels. States play a critical 
role in protecting consumers 
and can bolster federal efforts to 
develop effective solutions. My 
administration has established a 
HALT Task Force to address the 
crisis in the subprime mortgage 
market. Efforts include the launch 
of the SONYMA $100 Million 
Keep the Dream program, a series 
of day-long HALT Summits, the 
introduction of new regulations for 
mortgage bankers and brokers, as 
well as a $2 million matching grant 
program for counseling services.  
   We are working together with 
the New York State Banking 
Department and Attorney General 
on a multi-state effort focused 

on identifying a more systemic 
approach to assist homeowners in 
trouble. This group of New York 
and other state officials has already 
met with 90 percent of the servicers 
of subprime loans. 
As further details of the federal 
plan emerge over the coming days, 
I want to remind New Yorkers at 
risk of defaulting, or those already 
in default, to contact their lenders 
or a not-for-profit counselor at 
1-888-995-HOPE immediately.  

Additional information on the 
HALT Task Force can be found at 
http://www.banking.state.ny.us/

cshalt.html
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volunteer committees were 
established and began their work. 
The Comprehensive Plan Committee 
over the next several months will 
be working to design and establish 
a means to accomplish a thorough 
examination of the many aspects of 
the Village’s future development.  
The adoption of a comprehensive/
master plan intended to serve the 
community well into the future is 
currently underway. Citizen input 
is critical to their success.  This 
committee will be looking at all 
aspects of Village development, 
involving land use, transportation, 
public safety, public infrastructure, 
economic development, housing, 
and the fiscal strength of the 
Village.
   This past year saw the 
establishment of the Village 
Cultural Arts Committee and 
already they have had a dramatic 
positive impact through their 
offering of several outstanding 
cultural events.  Also during 2007 
the Board of Trustees established 
an Economic Development 
Committee.  This group is working 
toward the development of 
innovative strategies intended to 
improve the economic health of the 
Village.  Both short-term and long-
term plans are being drafted as part 
of an effort toward strengthening 
the Village tax base and the success 
of our local businesses.
   The coming year will witness 
the continuing effort to establish a 
sustainable community.  The Board 
of Trustees are reviewing several 
policy considerations designed 
improve quality of life issues.  
Among them are uncovering 
means which we can use fewer 
resources and still be confident 

Francis A. Frobel’s  
2007 Holiday Message

that all residents are receiving the 
range of services they require. 
Through application of smart 
growth initiatives we can be certain 
that our programs are effective and 
efficient in the delivery of services 
to the changing demographics of the 
community. Heightened sensitivity 
toward environmental concerns and 
aging in place, making a difference 
for older adults and disabled persons 
are part of an overall plan to ensure 
benefits to all members of the 
community.  Part of this effort will 
be accomplished by drawing upon 
neighborhood resources.  The goal 
to provide innovative cooperative 
and accessible programs that are 
responsive to the needs of all age 
groups while seeking out emerging 
opportunities to provide improved 
services and programs to everyone.  
This we believe is of critical 
importance toward insuring that 
Hastings-on-Hudson continues to 
be a vibrant desirable place to live.
   In 2008 several outdoor passive 
recreational opportunities will be 
completed.  We expect the Kinnally 
Cove project, along with the Quarry 
Trail to be open for your enjoyment 
next year. Other projects intended to 
be reviewed include development of 
the Quarry Park and addressing the 
environmental concerns surrounding 
Sugar Pond.  Both these locations 
hold outstanding opportunities for 
passive recreational enjoyment.  
Our accomplishments in the 
development of outdoor facilities 
have been significant, but there 
remains more to be done.  We need 
to continue to identify creative and 
innovative approaches to serve 
residents while delivering these 
services and programs in a manner 
that enhances the environment.

   We also want to take this 
opportunity to inform you that 
Westchester County will be 
promoting household recycling 
more aggressively over the next 
several months.  Recycling is an 
important effort on everyone’s 
part to reduce the amount of 
waste disposed and to benefit the 
environment.  It is important to 
separate from household refuge 
items such as glass, plastics, metal 
and paper.  These items can be 
recycled.  If you have any questions 
regarding the Village’s recycling 
program please contact us.
   In closing I wish remind that 
when it comes to your seasonal 
gift giving needs, please consider 
shopping “Hastings First”.  The 
wonderful specialized shops and 
services the Village has to offer 
benefits not found in big department 
stores or the impersonal experience 
by shopping online. We would urge 
you to please support our local 
businesses year round.
   We hope you enjoy the Village 
Annual Report and Calendar.  We 
suggest you keep it handy and 
refer to it periodically as a guide 
for the regularly scheduled Village 
activities and important dates that 
occur throughout the year.  We 
also urge you to check the Village 
website for up-to-date activities 
and/or schedule changes.  The 
Village also offers an electronic 
mailing to anyone requesting to be 
on our e mail list to receive up to 
date news about Village activities.
   We wish to extend Seasons 
Greetings and Happy New Year 
to you and your families from the 
Village employees.

Francis A. Frobel: 
  Villagemanager@hastingsgov.org

been particularly difficult because 
gardeners seem much less vigilant 
and have piled leaves in the public 
streets.  Many of our neighbors, 
including Scarsdale, impose 
heavy fines because this condition 
presents a real safety issue by 
narrowing roads, creating slippery 
road surfaces and clogging drainage 
basins. 
   Ideally, leaves should be put 
inside of the curb line in low rows 
for efficient pick-up by our vacuum 
truck.  The large piles take extra 
time and effort to remove and also 
blow onto neighboring properties.  
We ask for your help in instructing 
gardeners on proper procedures 
so the clean-up can be safe and 
expeditious. 
   For many of the same safety 

Mayor’s Column

concerns, we ask that driveway or 
sidewalk snow not be plowed onto 
the public right of way. 
   The new year will also bring 
new and more stringent recycling 
rules promulgated by Westchester 
County and commencing February 
1st.  Of particular concern is the 
requirement that cardboard of 
any kind be recycled either by 
collapsing or nesting boxes.  The 
County is adding inspectors at 
the Yonkers recycling plant and 
municipalities will be fined and 
have their truck loads refused if 
garbage and recyclable materials 
are co-mingled. 
   Garbage, as well as bulk pick-up 
items, cannot be removed if it is 
placed in cardboard boxes. 
Also, in the near future, the County 

will be requiring that all trash 
be placed in clear refuse bags so 
comingled products will be readily 
apparent. 
   The first of the year also signals 
the new garbage pick-up schedule 
change.  In 2008, Monday/
Thursdays routes will revert to 
Tuesday/Friday routes as planned.  
A new schedule will be sent out in 
the next few weeks detailing the 
switch. 
   We ask for your vigilance in 
adhering to the above rules and 
suggestions.  We need all residents 
to partner with our Department of 
Public Works to keep the village 
clean and safe.

systems and their asset managers to 
continue to pursue existing, high-
performance investment strategies 
while excluding more than 350 
’prohibited companies’ as defined 
in our joint legislative model,” said 
Sen. Jeffrey D. Klein, a Democratic 
State Senator from New York.  “We 
believe the FTSE series underscores 
what our four states have known 
for some time: when states unify 
their approach to divestment, the 
markets will respond with scalable 
products that make ‘terror-free’ 
investing both widely possible and 
achievable.” 
Indeed, as noted in a November 23rd 
Investor’s Business Daily opinion 
editorial on terror-free investing, 
“That’s why it was welcome news to 
hear that the FTSE Group, a leading 
global stock index, will partner with 
the Conflict Securities Advisory 
Group to provide the world’s first 
series of indexes designed to screen 
out stocks doing deals in Iran, 
North Korea, Sudan or Syria.  This 
free-market approach to divestment 
will help intensify pressure on the 
regimes in Tehran and Damascus, 
in particular, to rethink their support 
of terrorism.” 

National “Terror-Free” 
Investment Initiative

From Page 1

   Unlike Iran-only divestment laws 
adopted by California and Florida 
this past summer, which require 
their pension funds to divest from 
less than 50 companies with ties to 
Iran’s energy sector, the “broad” 
legislative model will allow 
states to increase their financial 
leverage against more than 350 
companies across all economic 
sectors by working in tandem.  
Specifically, the broad “terror-free” 
legislation proposed by Murphy, 
Klein, Delegate Ron George and 
Rep. Donald Blakey, Republican 
legislators from Maryland and 
Delaware respectively, standardizes 
the definition of “prohibited 
companies.”  By so-doing, asset 
managers and the financial 
community will be able to create 
scalable and market-consistent 
“terror-free” investment products 
that will be available to states, 
institutional investors and private 
investors alike. This shared approach 
will allow states and other investors 
to increase their financial pressure 
on companies by leveraging their 
collective investments. 
   “We feel that it is time to let states 
know that there is a market-oriented 

and non-disruptive approach to 
this issue, one that allows states to 
pursue morally responsible pension 
investment in a fiscally sound 
manner to achieve the objectives of 
divestment as opposed to the more 
symbolic approach taken in other 
states, however well-intended it 
may be,” added Delegate George.   
“This legislation proves that 
morality and fiscal responsibility 
are not mutually exclusive.” 
   Rep. Blakey, author of a resolution 
urging his state of Delaware to 
divest from Sudan, has come to 
realize the benefits of the ‘broad’ 
approach.  “We as legislators 
need to realize that the old way of 
thinking, one country at-a-time, one 
industry at-a-time, one company at 
a time is precisely what’s stopping 
this issue from becoming a national 
movement,” said Rep. Blakey.  “If 
we really want to help the people 
of Darfur – and take a stand against 
state sponsorship of terrorism 
–  it’s time for states to take 
advantage of the multiplier effect 
achieved when billions of dollars 
in public investments make use of 
a single divestment and exclusion 
approach.”  

GREENBURGH, NY -- “The 
Omaha mall massacre again 
reminds us that guns in the wrong 
hands produce tragedies,” said 
County Legislator Thomas J. 
Abinanti (D, I, WF, Greenburgh) 
as he urged United States Senate 
passage of the NICS Improvement 
Act (HR 2460).  
   “While the law prohibits dealers 
from selling firearms without a 
background check, millions of 
criminal records are not accessible 
by the National Instant Criminal 
Background Check System or are 
missing critical data,” said Abinanti.  
“So, too many barred individuals 
buy guns from legitimate dealers.”

Abinanti Urges Better Federal 
Criminal Background 
Information System

   In the wake of the April 2007 
Virginia Tech shootings, the 

House of Representatives passed 
HR 2460, its first gun violence 
legislation in over a decade.  The 
NICS Improvement Act requires 
that federal and state authorities 
update their input of those barred 
from owning a firearm because of 
criminal background, mental illness, 
restraining orders, or domestic 
violence convictions and provides 
funding to the states to keep their 
input current.
   “Those banned from owning 
guns shouldn’t be able to buy 
them because the records system is 
inaccessible or doesn’t have critical 
information,” said the Greenburgh 
legislator.  

NEW YORK, NY -- New York 
City’s fiscal fortunes have changed 
course, due largely to the credit 
tightening and turmoil on Wall 
Street, and the City now faces 
substantially larger out-year budget 
gaps that the City forecasts will hit 
$6.5 billion in fiscal year 2011, State 
Comptroller Thomas P. DiNapoli 
said in a report released today on 
the City’s October financial plan.  
   “The changing economic outlook 
indicates that the City may face 
greater fiscal challenges down the 
road as the effects of the credit 
crunch on Wall Street and the cooling 
real estate market take their toll on 
City revenue,” DiNapoli said. “I am 
confident that Mayor Bloomberg 
and the City Council will make the 
difficult budgetary choices to ensure 
the City’s continued fiscal stability. 
The Mayor has, for example, 
wisely called upon City agencies 
to prepare cost saving measures in 
advance of the January financial 
plan. Along with City leaders, we 

will continue to keep a close eye 
on these changing conditions.”  
   The DiNapoli report indicates the 
City used $296 million of reserves 
to balance its current budget, and the 
FY2009 budget gap has increased 
to $2.7 billion from $1.5 billion in 
June. Additionally, the projected 
FY2010 gap has increased to $4.8 
billion from $3.4 billion, and the 
gap estimate for FY2011 has grown 
to $6.5 billion from $4.4 billion.  
   The City’s revised gap estimates 
are based on the assumption that the 
local and national economies will 
slow, but will avoid a recession, and 
that the City’s residential real estate 
market will weaken but not collapse. 
Tax collections are projected to 
decline by $2 billion in FY 2008 and 
remain flat through FY 2009 before 
slow growth resumes in FY 2010. 
Most of the decline in FY 2008 ($1.3 
billion) is due to tax cuts approved 
before the impact of the turmoil in 
the credit markets was apparent. 
Wall Street profits are projected 

DiNapoli: New York City’s Looming 
Budget Gaps Widen  

Changing Economic Conditions Signal Greater  
Challenges for the City

to decline nearly 40 percent from 
$20.9 billion in 2006 to $12.7 
billion in 2008. The impact on the 
local economy and City tax revenue 
will depend largely on the depth 
and duration of the credit crunch.  
   The DiNapoli report identifies 
a number of budget risks that, if 
they materialize, could widen the 
gap to more than $7 billion by FY 
2011. Although tax collections may 
exceed City forecasts in the current 
fiscal year, the revenue decrease may 
be slightly greater than anticipated 
in subsequent fiscal years. The 
City’s financial plan also assumes 
that the State will restore revenue 
sharing to the City ($327 million 
annually) and it does not yet reflect 
the Governor’s recent proposal 
that the State and the City each 
increase their financial assistance 
to the Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority by $300 million in 2010.  
Click here for a copy of the report 
or visit our website: http://www.
osc.state.ny.us/osdc/rpt7-2008.pdf

RIVERDALE, NY -- New York 
City Council Majority Leader 
Joel Rivera announced his support 
for establishing high-speed ferry 
service along the Hudson River 
linking Riverdale with lower 
Manhattan, as well as points further 
north.. 
   Ari Hoffnung, founder of 
the Riverdale Ferry Coalition, 
applauded Rivera’s support.  

New York City Council Majority Leader 
Joel Rivera Announces Support for  

High-Speed Ferry Service in Riverdale
   “Majority Leader Joel Rivera has 
always been a good friend of 
Riverdale and has strong track 
record of making things happen for 
his fellow Bronxites.  In supporting 
the ferry service Majority Leader 
Joel Rivera has once again 
proven to be a leader with a vision 
for improving our City’s mass 
transit infrastructure, in a way that 
reduces congestion and benefits the 
environment.” 
   Hudson River ferry service linking 
Haverstraw and Yonkers to lower 
Manhattan began operating in early 
summer 2007. There is potential 
to leverage this existing service by 
adding an additional ferry stop in 
Riverdale. Riverdale’s two Metro-
North train stations - Riverdale and 
Spuyten Duyvil - are both located 
adjacent to the Hudson River. 
While these stations offer limited 
parking, the majority of commuters 
arrive at these stations using a 
shuttle bus service that covers a 

significant portion of the Northwest 
Bronx. This existing shuttle bus 
service could be increased to offer 
transportation to ferry commuters.
   “We are delighted to receive 
Majority Leader Joel Rivera’s 
support. He is one of the most 
influential members of the New 
York City Council. The Majority 
Leader’s support, along with the 
previously announced support 
of New York City Council Speaker 
Christine Quinn, demonstrates the 
growing city-wide interest in this 
exciting project,” said Hoffnung. 

mailto:Villagemanager@hastingsgov.org
http://www.osc.state.ny.us/osdc/rpt7-2008.pdf
http://www.osc.state.ny.us/osdc/rpt7-2008.pdf
http://www.osc.state.ny.us/osdc/rpt7-2008.pdf
http://www.osc.state.ny.us/osdc/rpt7-2008.pdf
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001Yd941-oeJgKPRpKJyeiuETdW9quV-JW0yHBj3H9nX5Ta1yxwaOwGTP3LzIHbgjh1hLmnK7vymCKc2GJXVFC2ZstUw6gzMH24bKDynWMsWq0zce0GRPIhLy2_QaWisKk6r3zYlkJh3e7IktOoKuVWtyHemDoNI_ZlHvcd4rv-6hM=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001Yd941-oeJgKP0tlmsdoSs_IWunvvvtOPDUhT7rVzfU5bJgn26O5924HwKDdUOWy80UcGgLLt4L3I-34eSlBALtYYgriulbt4zXb3NrwXwkKy6GE57XggT60Q8kJBmdJt
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001Yd941-oeJgIOpu9rFTcYwoEHxdWcpz5BkxJ8f63MiHFiRA3jaooBVNYEYjn0ryOIjADQIBxEaqKmgdLf8awCh04BKaAWE4vgajTJIU9Bi0_OaHLHxexK5g==
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Andrea Stewart-Cousins applauded 
today the announcement of a new 
amendment eliminating the “unique 
and peculiar”  loophole from the 
State’s housing regulations that 
previously allowed landlords to leave 
Mitchell-Lama or other government-
sponsored affordable housing 
programs and thus increase rents. 
   The new amendment arrives 
just in time, as the owners of 23 
buildings in and around New 
York City, including several 
housing developments located 
in the 35th Senate District, 
were looking to raise rents to 
market prices in over 4000 units 
   “This is an important victory 
for the working families and 
people on fixed incomes in the 
35th District and New York 
metropolitan region,” said Sen. 
Stewart-Cousins, who has been 
pushing for the new amendment 
since her election to the State 
Senate and earlier as a Westchester 
County legislator. “We have to 
ensure that our public policies and 
legal structures support and protect 
affordable housing. Otherwise, 
we will price out many long-time 
residents and irrevocably change 
the nature of our communities.” 
   In the last legislative session, Sen. 
Stewart-Cousins sponsored a bill, 

S. 5284, which would extend tenant 
protection to residents in Mitchell-
Lama and Section 8 housing when 
their building developments pass to 
new owners or when their respective 
government-sponsored contracts 
expire. (These are some of the 
“unique and peculiar” circumstances 
landlords were using the raise rents.) 
   Governor Eliot Spitzer 
and Commissioner Deborah 
VanAmerongen of the Division of 
Housing and Community Renewal 
(DHCR) then proposed a change 
in the housing regulation to close 
the loophole in July after a number 
of tenants, affordable housing 
advocates and other lawmakers 

objected to landlords who were 
causing residents to leave apartments 
they could no longer afford to live 
in because of new market-rate rents. 
   At the end of November, after 
the completion of a review 
process, the amendment was 
passed, effective immediately. 
   At a public DHCR hearing in 
White Plains this September, Sen. 
Stewart-Cousins testified in-person 
and noted that one of the first 
Mitchell-Lama developments in 
the area, 47 Riverdale in Yonkers, 
was looking to transition out of the 
housing program, affecting over 
300 affordable units as a result.
   “Without the proposed amendment 
to the Tenant Protection Regulations, 
a number of residents in Mitchell-
Lama buildings here stand at risk of 
truly catastrophic results,” said Sen. 
Stewart-Cousins at the hearing.
   In the last legislative session, Sen 
Stewart-Cousins sponsored a bill, 
S. 5284, that would extend tenant 
protection to residents in Mitchell-
Lama and Section 8 housing when 
their building developments pass to 
new owners or when their respective 
government-sponsored contracts 
expire, some of the “unique and 
peculiar” circumstances landlords 
were using the raise rents.

Sen. Stewart-Cousins Applauds New 
Amendment Protecting 

Affordable Housing

Minor, by Ludwig Beethoven. The 
trio consisted of Jeffrey Epstein, 
on violin; Yuna Tsuji, on viola, and 
Vladimir Morgovsky, on cello.
   With one of the night’s almost 
flawless presentations, this trio 
massaged and cajoled a full range of 
notes to the delight of the audience 
and other musicians waiting to 
perform. The acoustical challenge 
of the Allen Memorial Hall seemed 
to acquiesce this night and allow 
beautiful music to be heard with 
crystal clear clarity and tone. I 
spoke with Yuna, a Juilliard music 
student prior to the show. While she 
enjoys playing other instruments, 
viola is her passion. That passion 
was evident throughout the entire 
piece.
   The next trio consisted of Isabelle 
Catalano on flute; Kyle McGrath on 
flute, and Edward Williams on piano.  
This would prove to be a difficult 
combination as they performed the 
Sonata in E Minor for 2 Flutes and 

Tuned In: Hackley Upper School 
Chamber Ensembles Perform at 

Allen Memorial Hall
Piano. Mr. Williams proffered a 
nice balance of volume and rhythm 
throughout this piece, a daunting 
task he appeared at ease with.
   Two other Sonatas would be 
performed during the evening by 
various artists including, flutists 
Katherine Bates, Emily Handsman, 
Caroline Shannon, violinist Emily 
McCabe, bassoonist Rashon Miller 
and pianist Ed Williams. As they 
tackled this intricate material, they 
advanced capably and provided a 
fluid performance.
   The show took an interesting 
direction as the second half turned 
into a vocalist extravaganza! 
Leading the way were the Hackettes. 
These singers were led by Director 
James Mayo and consisted of  
Julia Hoch, Alice Sun, Margaret 
Blackburn, Jordan Greene and Clara 
Casey. They sang an interesting and 
not often heard selection of tunes. 
These included Let There Be Hope, 
Wishin’ and Hopin’, and finally You 

Don’t Own Me.
   Once the ladies completed 
their set, the gentlemen stepped 
forward and entered dramatically 
from the rear of the hall wearing 
black capes with hoods cloaking 
their heads. Singing “a cappella”, 
they entered with a somber Find 
the Cost of Freedom and took the 
stage to tender The Lion Sleeps 
Tonight. The gentlemen included 
Zach Ballard, Christopher Young, 
Jonathan Cohen, Evan Sclafani, 
Brian Alvarado and John Shaw.
   Peppered with parents, alumni 
and students, I’m convinced this 
receptive crowd was unaware of 
the level and caliber of music they 
were being treated to. As these fine 
young musicians advance their 
music careers, they will guarantee 
many more pleasurable nights of 
entertainment to any crowd for 
which they choose to perform. Just 
wait, soon we’ll have to pay an 
admission fee to hear them play.

The Fine Print
By Lisa Fine 

Annual Toys for Tots Drive  
Consider donating a new unwrapped 
toy for the holidays to the United 
States Marine Corps Reserve Toys 
for Tots Program. Over the past 
few years, more than 100,000 toys 
have been collected in our area 
and gifted to needy children in 
the community. Many volunteer 
drop-off locations can be found 
throughout Westchester/Putnam 
counties and locally a few include: 
Edward Jones Investments, 345 
Kear Street in Yorktown; Gold’s 
Gym, 152 Route 52 in Carmel; 
Houlihan Lawrence Realtors, 10 
Old Post Road South in Croton; 
Mark Seiden Real Estate, 80 Spring 
Street in Ossining; Premier Athletic 
Club, 87 Albany Post Road in 
Montrose; Putnam County Savings 
Bank in Jefferson Valley, Somers 
and Yorktown; Tutor Time, 50 
Dayton Lane in Peekskill, Curry 
Honda, 3845 Crompond Road on 
Route 202 in Yorktown; and the 
Jefferson Valley Mall, 650 Lee 
Blvd in Yorktown.  

Gourmet Wines Win Top Food 
Award  

Results of the 2008 Scovie Awards, 
which recognize top food products 
with a touch of spice from around 
the globe are in, and the Pazdar 
Winery of Scotchtown, NY was 
selected as a winner in one of the 
world’s most competitive gourmet 
food competitions. Pazdar Winery 
is a regular vendor at the Saturday 
Peekskill Farmer’s Market and 
specializes in creative gourmet 
wines. Their “Hot Sin®” took 1st 
place (a sweet cinnamon wine 
with a zing) while their “Dragon 
Fire™” (a mild habenero rose) 
took 3rd place. This is the 2nd 
major triumph for “Hot Sin®” 
- earlier this year it took a double 
gold medal in the Big E Wine 

Competition. Info: 
 www.pazdarwinery.com. 
Realtor Wilson Relocates   
Yorktown resident Jason Wilson, 
a Licensed Associate Real Estate 
Broker has relocated to Houlihan 
Lawrence’s White Plains office 
from the Yorktown office. He 
is responsible for the sales and 
marketing of residential real estate 
in Westchester, especially with 
First-Time Buyers. Mr. Wilson is 
a member of the New York State 
Association of Realtors (NYSAR), 
the Westchester-Putnam Multiple 
Listing Service (WPMLS) and the 
Westchester Business Council. He 
is also a member of the Westchester 
County Board of Realtors (WCBR) 
legislative committee and an 
Instructor for Westchester Board of 
Realtors.

To submit information for The 
Fine Print, please send emails to 

TheFinePrintNY@verizon.net, call 
914 243-9761, or visit the www.
LisaFineCommunications.com 

Website. Lisa Fine is owner of LF 
Communications, Inc. some of 

whose clients may be mentioned.

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- 
Continuing an 11 year tradition 
in The Bronx, State Senator Jeff 
Klein (D-Westchester/Bronx) will 
celebrate the season with his 2nd 
Annual Christmas Tree Lighting 
ceremony in Westchester County. It’s 
Christmas come early with a special 
appearance by Santa Claus and a 
selection of treats and gift bags for 
the first 100 children in attendance. 
All are welcome to wassail away 
the afternoon over cocoa and 

Rockin’ Around the New Rochelle
Klein Kicks off Christmas with 2nd Annual Tree Lighting

carols. The more the merrier!  
   The 2nd Annual Christmas Tree 
Lighting ceremony will take place 
Monday, December 17th, at 3:30 
p.m., at the New Rochelle YMCA, 
50 Weyman Avenue (between John 
and Bayard Streets), New Rochelle, 
NY 10805. 

For more information contact 
Senator Klein’s office at 

800-718-2049. 

YONKERS, NY -- Talk about 
“pennies from heaven!” 
   The “season to be jolly” started 
early at Empire City at Yonkers 
Raceway with a duo of  jackpot 
winners in recent days who 
increased their holiday shopping 
budgets big time! 
   Lauren Wilkins of Mount Vernon 
($26,062.12) and Ernesto Perez 

Santa Claus Makes an Early Stop at 
Empire City for Pair 

of Westchester Winners
of White Plains ($24,391) both 
scored on the famously popular 
Hot Shot Progressive penny 
machines at the video gaming 
emporium. A very fortunate pair is 
thanking Santa for the early stop in 
Westchester  County. 

 

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- 
Westchester County Legislator 
Jim Maisano (R/New Rochelle) 
is pleased to sponsor 
a ‘Toys for Tots’ 
drive on Saturday, 
December 15 from 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
On The Waterfront 
Restaurant in New 
Rochelle.
   During the 59 
years of the United 
States Marine Corps Reserve ‘Toys 
for Tots’ program, Marines have 
distributed more than 370 million 
toys to more than 173 million 
needy children. This charitable 
endeavor has made the Marines the 
unchallenged leaders in reaching 
out to less fortunate children at 
Christmas.
   “I am proud to be a Marine, and 
I am happy to be in a position 

‘Toys for Tots’ Drive Scheduled 
in New Rochelle

where I can encourage others to get 
more involved in ‘Toys for Tots,’” 
Legislator Maisano said. “This 

wonderful program helps bring a 
bit of joy and delight to Westchester 
County children who, due to abuse, 
neglect, poverty or hospitalization, 
may feel left out or sad during the 
holiday season. Every kid deserves 
to feel special and this is one small 
way to make a difference.”
   ‘Toys for Tots’ accepts new, unused 
and UNWRAPPED toys or gifts for 
children ages 0-18, with teenage 

girls being the most overlooked 
group. Monetary donations to 
help ‘Toys for Tots’ volunteers 

to purchase specific 
items for children are 
also gladly accepted. 
Checks should be 
made payable to 
“Toys for Tots.” All 
donations are tax 
deductible.
   On The Waterfront 

Restaurant is located 
at 2 Pelham Road in New Rochelle. 
For further information on Legislator 
Maisano’s toy drive, please contact 
his wife, Jean, at (914) 813-1402 or 
by directing email to 
maisanojm@aol.com.

For more information on how to 
apply for a toy, please visit 

www.toysfortots.org.

http://www.pazdarwinery.com
mailto:TheFinePrintNY@verizon.net
http://www.LisaFineCommunications.com
http://www.LisaFineCommunications.com
mailto:maisanojm@aol.com
http://www.toysfortots.org/
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Williams & Williams

BRONX, NY
• 944 E 218th St
1,615sf+/- multi-family. Built 
1950. Approx .054ac lot. 
Taxes approx $2711 (‘07). 1-
car attached garage.
Opening Bid: $100,000
Inspections: 1-4pm Sun. 
Dec. 2nd & 9th and 2hrs 
prior to sale.

YONKERS, NY
• 72 Chestnut St
Multi-family. 4-unit property, 
selling together.
Opening Bid: $50,000
Inspections: 1-4pm Sun. 
Dec. 2nd & 9th and 2hrs 
prior to sale.

SUFFERN, NY
• 19 Utopian Place
4BR 2.5BA 2,571sf+/-. 
Opening Bid: $50,000
Inspections: 1-4pm Sun. 
Dec. 2nd & 9th and 2hrs 
prior to sale.

CORTLANDT MANOR, NY
• 481 Croton Ave
Approx 1.15ac lot. Taxes 
approx $7834 (‘06).
Opening Bid: $50,000
Inspections: 1-4pm Sun. 
Dec. 2nd & 9th and 2hrs 
prior to sale.

BOGOTA, NJ
• 43 Walnut Ave
1,497sf+/-. Built 1922. 
Approx .092ac lot. Taxes 
approx $6055 (‘07).
Opening Bid: $50,000
Inspections: 1-4pm Sun. 
Dec. 2nd & 9th and 2hrs 
prior to sale.

Properties sell: 5:00pm, Fri., 
Dec. 14th at 72 Chestnut St, 
Yonkers, NY 

944 E 218th St, Bronx, NY

williamsauction.com

800.801.8003
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   David Hall, President of the New 
Rochelle United Veterans, was 
called upon to possibly demolish the 
Armory in the Echo Bay area and 
replacing it with a smaller building.  
Hall was also asked to meet with 
the development manager for 
Forest City Ratner, the designated 
developer, to view the conditions 
inside of the Armory.  When a 
group of concerned citizens heard 
this, they also wanted to meet with 
Abe Naparstek, the development 
manager for the proposed 
development of Echo Bay.
   So on a crisp Fall morning, a 
group of interested citizens and 
veterans had a walk through the 
New Rochelle Armory with the 
developer to view its present 
condition.  Several veteran leaders, 
concerned citizens, members of 
Save Our Armory Committee, 
and an employee of the New 
Rochelle Department of 
Development, Suzanne D’Amato, 

Citizens Decry Possible Demolition for New Rochelle Armory
By Peggy Godfrey

went to look.
   Naparstek explained that saving 
the building would be costly to his 
company.  He suggested replacing 
it by constructing a smaller building 
at the far end of the property.  Linda 
Levine, Chair of the Save Our 
Armory Committee, began the 
discussion by stating that many 
veterans had used this historic 
building and would want to help to 
restore it.  Hall added that he wanted 
to save the building because it is a 
historic landmark.  Complaints 
that the building was not safe 
were countered by suggestions 

that the New Rochelle Chamber 
of Commerce’s Haunted House is 
held here for several weeks every 
year in October.
   John Maguire, a veteran himself, 
continued that the Armory was 
purchased by the City for one dollar 
with the stipulation that it be used 
for a community purpose.  Any new 
plans might include renting it for 
shows or other events so that it can 
pay for itself and make money for 
its upkeep.  A memorial for veterans 
should be part of the restoration but 
a new building would not have any 
historical significance.  The group 
vetoed the idea that there should 
be a new building.  The condition 
of the murals inside the building 
became a topic of discussion as 
did the use of the building.  Peter 
Parente, the Commander of the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, said 
these organizations are presently 
“homeless” and have to use the 
American Legion Post 8 for 

meetings.
   Since l991 when the city took 
over the building, there has been a 

deliberate lack of maintenance 
according to Anthony Galletta.  
He felt the city needs to “step up 
to the plate.”  Naparstek said at 
the end of the day someone has 

to pay. Questions were raised by 
the group about who would be 
responsible for the toxic and PCB 

cleanup of the waterfront in the 
area.   The availability of grants for 
this Echo Bay Development was 
questioned.  If the city does not 
keep the Armory the deed would 

revert back to the state and who 
knows what would then happen in 
Albany?  Councilman-elect Louis 
Trangucci (District 1) expressed 
concern that the city had neglected 
the upkeep of this building.
   The Armory area is approximately 
3 acres of the proposed development.  
Naparstek claimed it was in a key 
area of the Echo Bay development.  
He was hoping for greater density 
on the property than 3 to 5 story 
buildings and wanted to go perhaps 
to l0 stories but the group found this 
idea objectionable.   Lorraine Pierce 
commented that if the developer 
goes any higher than 3 stories the 
citizens of New Rochelle would not 
be able to see the waterfront; this 
would defeat the purpose of having 
access and views of the Long Island 
Sound.

case, Bernard Pierorazio included, 
usually seal their downfall when 
they forget the cardinal rule. Never 
publicly respond to the Trustee(s) 
who attack you in a manner other 
than respectful. Never lose your 
“cool.” Demonstrate your ability 
to control yourself. Sometimes 
superintendents forget that they 
are answerable to someone. Well, 
Bernard Pierorazio failed on all 
these accounts. It seems that 
Pierorazio got a public tongue 
lashing at the November Yonkers 
Board of Education (YBoE) 
meeting from Trustee Wiggins 
about his inability to find a Chief 
Financial Officer (CFO) after 2 ½ 
years. It was a rather interesting 
presentation, as overheard in one 
of our local eateries from those 
who were present at the November 
meeting; simply that a Trustee 
spoke up publicly. It seems the 

Wiggins Whacks Pierorazio’s Leadership 
Meeting Not Televised

BoE’s financial house is not in good 
working order. …And this, with 
Pierorazio 2 ½ years at the helm. 
Rumors have been out there for a 
long time about the financial crisis, 
especially with all the “new” out of 
town “talent” Pierorazio hired. 
   By the way, aren’t these Board 
of Education meetings supposed to 
be televised? Has anyone besides 
those who were present seen it on 
Channel 75?  If so, why not? Do 
educators and politicians really fear 
the truth? It’s our tax dollars; so 
show the meeting. And by the way, 
where was The Journal News report 
on this, or have they succumbed to 
news releases and the “everything is 
rosy picture?” Also, not to mention 
Cable News 12 Westchester, where 
are their reporters?  
   Clearly from the talk in local 
eateries alone about this November 
meeting, it’s worth a look-see. 

It may simply be a question of 
cooking the books or maintaining 
a Certified Public Account (CPA) 
accreditation. Why doesn’t Cable 
News 12 Westchester, The Journal 
News, et al, ask for the tape of this 
meeting and decide for themselves? 
Clearly from all indications, 
something is being suppressed by 
the BoE. The real picture is being 
covered up. Don’t the tax payers 
deserve to know? Absolutely. Yet, 
if you were not at the BoE meeting 
or “heard” about it through those 
present, how would you know? 
Again, no local reporting.  
   We, the People, taxpayers, are 
being denied public access and 
information by the very people 
who we hire and pay to run our 
educational / political system.
   A la Woodward and Bernstein, 
“Were is the tape?” 

RIVERDALE, NY -- The Riverdale 
YM-YWHA Parenting and Family 
Center will open registration 
for winter/spring programs on 
December 20.  
   Featured classes include Two 
Together: A Playtime for Toddlers, 
a semi-structured play and 
learning experience for children 
18 to 30 months with a parent 
or caregiver; Fun to Be One, a 
playtime for the younger toddler 
offering large motor activity, 
singing, and developmentally 
appropriate toys for children 11 
to 17 months accompanied by an 
adult; Kindermusik, a nationally 
recognized developmentally 
designed introduction to music for 
babies 6 to 17 months, toddlers 18 
to 36 months (both with adults), 
and preschoolers 3 to 4 years; 
and Wiggle Jiggle & Move, a 

Riverdale Y Parenting 
Center Registration

creative movement and gym 
class for toddlers 18 to 30 months 
accompanied by an adult.
   Families interested in these programs 
are invited to visit the Y’s web site at  
www.riverdaley.org, where they can 
learn about the classes and register 
on-line. 
   The Riverdale Y is located at 
5625 Arlington Avenue, The Bronx, 
NY10471.

For further information, contact 
Joan Tananbaum, Parenting and 
Family Center Coordinator, at  

1-718-548-8200, ext. 234, 
or 

direct email to 

jtananbaum@riverdaley.org.  

Riverdale Y 
Nursery School 

Open House
RIVERDALE, NY -- Parents of  
2, 3, and 4-year-old children are 
invited to attend the next Open 
House at the Riverdale YM-YWHA 
Nursery School, December 19 at 
7:00 pm. 
   This adults-only meeting 
will provide information on all 
the programs offered by the 
Nursery School for pre-school 
age children, including summer 
camp. Information on the school’s 
philosophy and approach to child 
development, and opportunities 
available with membership in the Y, 
will be discussed.
    Reservations are required. 
Contact Joan Tananbaum at 1-718-
548-8200, ext. 234.  5625 Arlington 
Avenue, The Bronx, NY 10471.

THE BRONX, NY -- Press Ganey 
Associates, Inc. has named Calvary 
Hospital a Summit Award Winner 
for the second consecutive year.  
In 2006, when the award was 
inaugurated, Calvary was also 
among a select group of honorees.  
This award recognizes top 
performing facilities that sustain 
the highest level of customer 
satisfaction for three or more 
consecutive years.  The Press Ganey 
Summit Award is the health care 
satisfaction industry’s most coveted 
symbol of achievement bestowed 
annually.  Calvary is just one of the 
nation’s 34 organizations to receive 
this prestigious honor in 2007, and 
the only hospital in New York to be 
honored.
   Dr. Melvin F. Hall, President and 
Chief Executive Officer of Press 
Ganey noted, “We are proud partners 
of Calvary Hospital.  Calvary 
continues to maintain a high level 
of patient satisfaction over the past 
three years.  Their efforts benefit 
New York area residents and lead to 
improved delivery of health care.” 

   Press Ganey currently partners 
with more than 7,000 health care 
facilities -- including nearly 40% 
of U.S. hospitals -- to measure and 
improve the quality of their care. The 
company’s databases are the largest 
in the industry, and allow facilities 
nationwide to benchmark their 
results against peer organizations.  
   “Since we were founded more 
than a century ago, Calvary’s 

Calvary Hospital Wins National 
Top Performer Award in 

Patient Satisfaction
mission has remained the same 
– to provide the best possible care 
to every single patient and their 
family.  This mission is as relevant 
today as it was in 1899,” said Frank 
A. Calamari, President and Chief 
Executive Officer.  “It is very 
gratifying to see that our efforts 
have resulted in Calvary being 
recognized among the country’s 
best hospitals today.”   
   Founded in 1899, Calvary 
Hospital is the nation’s only fully 
accredited acute care specialty 
hospital providing palliative care 
to adult advanced cancer patients, 
regardless of their religious, ethnic, 
and socio-economic backgrounds.  
Calvary provides inpatient care, 
outpatient Care, home care, hospice, 
nursing home hospice, and care of 
complex wounds.  It operates a 200-
bed facility in the Bronx and a 25-
bed unit at its Brooklyn satellite at 
Lutheran Medical Center -- the first 
“hospital within a hospital” in New 
York State.  In 2007, Calvary will 
care for more than 5,000 patients 
and families.

MOUNT KISCO, NY -- Local 
resident Ronald Langus, CLU, a 
financial professional for AXA 
Advisors, LLC, in the New 
York-metro area, has earned the 
company’s 2007 National Honor 
Associate. Andrew McMahon, 
Executive Vice President & 
Chairman of AXA Advisors, made 
the announcement.
   The award, established nearly 

Westchester Resident Ronald Langus 
Receives Highest Honor for AXA 
Advisors’ Financial Professionals

Ronald Langus surrounded by his family, including his granddaughter, 
accepting AXA Advisors’ 2007 National Honor Associate Award.

seven decades ago, is granted to the 
financial professional each year that 
represents the “total professional” 
– the person who most exemplifies 
esteemed qualities and attributes 
of community service, loyalty, 
leadership and respect. Mr. Langus 
was chosen for this prestigious 
honor by a committee of peers from 
among thousands of candidates.
   Mr. McMahon commented, “Ron 
is a model for professionalism in 
our business, and he is a recognized 
leader in civic and community 
endeavors.”
   Upon learning of his selection 
as the National Honor Associate, 
Mr. Langus commented, “When I 
got the news, I experienced all the 
happy emotions a person feels when 
something as great as this happens. 
It’s an honor I only dreamed of and 
it’s still settling in.” 
   Mr. Langus has been an associate 
with AXA Advisors for 37 years. “I 
actually started going to (Equitable) 
conferences when I was five,” said 
Langus, remembering how inspired 
he was watching the top producers 
accept their awards. “I recall my 
father Samuel bringing me along to 
the lunch where he was presented 
with a gold watch for 25 years of 
service to the company. I knew as 
a teenager I wanted to follow him 
into the business.” 
   Mr. Langus specializes in personal 
financial planning, business, estate 
and retirement planning, and 
retirement asset allocation.  He 

works with individuals and business 
owners to help them identify 
their financial goals and develop 
strategies and choose products that 
will enable his clients to meet their 
objectives.  
   Mr. Langus is active in community 
and professional organizations 
including membership in the New 
York City chapter of the National 
Association of Insurance and 
Financial Advisors and is a member 
of the Million Dollar Roundtable, an 
international association of leading 
financial professionals, recognized 
as the standard of excellence in 
the life insurance-based financial 
services industry. 
         Recognized for his leadership, 
outstanding sales performance and 
commitment to client service, Mr. 
Langus has received numerous 
company and industry honors 
throughout his career with AXA 
Advisors, including induction 
into the company’s Hall of Fame. 
Mr. Langus has also earned 33 
National Leaders Corp. awards, a 
Health Insurance Quality award, 
Centurion and Summit awards and 
is a part of AXA Advisors’ Circle 
of Excellence. He has earned the 
Hallmark IV award and the Henry 
Hyde founders award.
    Mr. Langus has two children, 
Amy and Meredith, and lives in Mt. 
Kisco with his wife Susan. 

http://www.riverdaley.org
mailto:jtananbaum@riverdaley.org
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Real Estate • Sports

HALF OFF
(Presidential Paint Job & Value Prep, reg. $ 499.95)

Cannot be combined with other offers.

“ America’s BodyShop “ 

Guaranteed: Faster Turnaround, Cost Savings, Seamless Quality Repairs
1–5 years warranty

Hours; Mon- Fri. 8am – 6pm
Sat. 9am – 2pm

914-664-1444
801 SOUTH FULTON AVENUE,

MT, VERNON, NY

(Roadside Service Available
24 hours, 7 Days A Week)
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***Free Hotel Rooms On Your Next Vacation***
Enjoy “Three Exciting Days

&
Two Fun Filled Nights“

at Your Choice of “90” of the Best Resort

Destinations in North America
( $400.00 value)

a) Presidential b) Supreme c) Signature
With your purchase of any one of our three distinctive packages:

Offer Exp. 01/31/08

PackageSale on our Presidential

Guaranteed: Faster Turnaround, Cost Savings, Seamless Quality Repairs
1–5 years warranty
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Westchester’s Only Maaco Auto Collision Specialist

We opened our center on July 15th, 1991. At this time we are
the only MAACO Center in Westchester County and Bronx.
We are certified ‘CTNR ‘. That means our ‘Quality of Work ‘
match or exceed requirements from all Insurance Companies,
as far as, seamless collision repairs, fastest turnaround time in
the business, at discounted rates, without jeopardizing
industry standards. We are the leaders in complete paint
service, our warranties goes from 1 to 5 years. We also paint
trucks and cube and step vans. Please, come and see us.
Commercial and trade accounts are welcome.
Call: 914-664-1444, For Additional Information and Free
Quotes ! See below, our ‘Holiday “Vacation Getaway” Offer ‘

BRONXVILLE, NY -- Robert 
Mancuso, principal broker, Century 
21 Mancuso, announced today that 
he has consolidated his Yonkers 
office, agents and resources into his 
Bronxville facility located at 495 
New Rochelle Road.  The merger 
will centralize the company’s roster 
of nearly 60 agents who service 
the greater Southern Westchester 
County area. 
   “There were opportunities for us 
to centralize our business operations 
and systems into one location 
without interrupting or reducing 
the service that we promise our 
clients and our agents,” said Robert 
Mancuso, principal broker of 
Century 21 Mancuso.  
   “Technology has helped to steward 
a dynamic shift in our business from 

Century 21 Mancuso Strengthens Business Operations with Strategic Merger of 
Yonkers Office into Bronxville Location

one of bricks and mortar to one that 
leverages the full range of Internet 
technology tools.”  
   Consumers still value the face-
to-face contact of a licensed real 
estate professional, but they also 
have embraced the time savings 
and efficiency of technology,” he 
continued.  “Longevity in the real 
estate business demands servicing 
clients and making the proper 
business decisions at the right 
time.” 
   Having all of our agents operating 
under one roof will also encourage 
more sharing of ideas and best 
practices among our team,” he 
concluded. 
   The former Yonkers Avenue office 
was started by Robert Mancuso’s 
late wife Sally Mancuso in 2002.  

Sally Mancuso owned and operated 
the Century 21 Mancuso office 
in Bronxville since 1997.  Robert 
Mancuso took over as principal 
broker of Century 21 Mancuso 
in September 2006 after Sally’s 
passing.  

Century 21 Real Estate LLC 
(www.century21.com)

 is the franchisor of the world’s 
largest residential real estate sales 

organization. 
The System is comprised of 

more than 8,400 independently 
owned and operated franchised 
broker offices in 57 countries 
and territories worldwide, a 

global provider of real estate and 
relocation services.

RYE, NY -- Altheus, a premier 
health and sport club celebrates its 
commitment to providing youth 
world-class, Olympic caliber 
training with the recent completion 
of the Altheus Tennis Academy 
training program, the victory of 
the Rye Football Team November 
25th  and Girls’ Field Hockey team 
November 17th.
   The Altheus Tennis Academy 
Program with the Future Stars Sports 
Group led by Tennis President Rick 
Ferman, and Todd Martin, former 
# 4 in the world, recently returned 
from the second annual training 
camp in Ponte Vedra Inn + Club, 
rated #1 US Rated Tennis Resort by 
Tennis Magazine. 
   The fourteen young athletes 
participated in a four day training 
program consisting of drills and 
new concepts designed by world-
class coaches Ferman, Martin and 
Mike Leach, Director of Tennis at 
the Ponte Vedra and former world 
# 29 in singles, respectively # 11 
in doubles, and NCAA singles 
champion.
   “It doesn’t get any better than 
a world-class coaching staff 

Altheus Health + Sport Youth 
Programs Celebrate Double Victory

that includes an NCAA Singles 
Champion, Davis Cup standouts, 
and a Finalist in each of the 
prestigious Grand Slam tennis 
championships,” says Rick Ferman.  
“In addition to myself, Martin and 
Leach, Brian Gottfried, French open 
finalist and former world # 3 player 
and Mal Washington, Wimbledon 
finalist and world’s former # 11 in 
singles joined us for sessions.” 
   “These athletes have shown 
incredible improvement due to 
their level of commitment to 
the Academy,” said Associate 
Director Todd Martin.  “The 
Academy values attitude, effort, 
energy, focus, perseverance, and 
competitive spirit.  All of these 
athlete’s epitomize these qualities 
and they serve as the foundation for 
their continuous improvement.” 
   The fourteen athletes had 
structured meaningful and fun 
match play using a variety of 
competitive yet motivating formats. 
The athletes participating were: 
David Andersen, Axel Calmet, 
John Dunn, Charlie Ghriskey, Sam 
Gelb, Sam King, Kelly Morque, 
Jason Mulholland, Joe Urbinati, 

Matt Billet from 
W e s t c h e s t e r 
County and 
Audrey Miller, 
Ryan Shea, 
Samantha Stone, 
Patrick Davidson 
from Fairfield 
Country. 
   In celebration 
of two more 
successes in 
youth athletics, 
Altheus Director 
of Community 
Programs and 
Rye football 
team Certified 
Athletic Trainer 

Matt Tauber, celebrated last week’s 
Rye football team win over Section 
4’s Chenango Forks tonight to win 
the Class B state championship at 
the Carrier Dome in Syracuse and 
the Rye girl’s field hockey team win 
of the class B state championship 
on November 17th.
   “I am incredibly fortunate and 
proud to be involved in the daily 
care of these very fine athletes, said 
Matt Tauber.  “Bringing two state 
championships home in one season 
is an incredible feat.  As part of the 
Rye community, Altheus would like 
to congratulate both the football and 
field hockey teams. 
   Altheus’s team of experts have 
developed cutting-edge and 
successful programs for children 
and teens to develop healthy eating 
and exercise habits as well as train 
young athletes on a competitive 
level.
About Altheus
Located in Rye NY, Altheus is a 
health and performance center for 
people of all ages and levels of 
fitness. The Altheus coaching team 
includes over 200 years of combined 
experience at the Olympic, NBA, 
NFL, NHL, MLB, PGA and pro 
tennis levels. 

NEW YORK, NY --If you are 
having difficulty selecting a holiday 
gift or stocking stuffer for that hard-
to-please sports fan buddy, brother, 
son or hubby, Steiner Sports (www.
steinermarketplace.com) has 
the answer. The leader in sports 
collectibles has just announced its 
“Holiday Balls” on-line auction 
in time for your Christmas and 
Hanukah shopping season, featuring 
85 big names from the world of 
sports. The Holiday Balls auction 
continues through December 18. 
Or you just may be interested in 
bidding on a President Bill Clinton 
baseball, too!
   Steiner has developed a baseball 
stitched in green and red for the 
holiday season, signed by a veritable 
who’s who in virtually every sport 
imaginable. 
   Baseball greats from Don Larson 
and Whitey Ford to Tom Seaver and 

Steiner Sports Provide Perfect 
Stocking Stuffer

Doc Gooden to David Wright and 
Hank Aaron to Dereck Jeter and 
Nolan Ryan are all available. One 
of the most unique is a collectible 
with signatures of both Bucky Dent 
and Mike Torres , commemorating 
the famous Dent “Green Monster” 
home run in 1978 that continued 
the “Curse of the Bambino” for Red 
Sox fans. 

   Jim Brown, Franco Harris, Michael 
Strahan, Lou Holtz, Jerome Bettis 
and Tiki Barber are among the 
grid iron greats whose signatures 
are available on “Holiday Balls”. 
The football list is highlighted by a 
“Happy Holidays” inscription from 
the Jets famed “Sack Exchange” 
from the 1980’s, featuring Joe 
Klecko, Mark Gastineau, Marty 
Lyons and Abdul Salaam.
   The legendary Larry Bird and 
current sensation Carmelo Anthony 
baseball will take care of the hoops 
fan, Mark Messier and Jaromir Jagr 
are for hockey aficionados, while 
Mia Hamm highlights the soccer 
list. Of course, if you are looking 
for a really unique item, but the 
person on your list is NOT a sports 
fan, the baseball signed by former 
President William Jefferson Clinton 
is mighty inviting. 

YONKERS, NY -- Aware that the 
number of foreclosures is increasing 
everywhere, Westchester County 
is launching a series of forums to 
help homeowners -- and future 
homeowners -- make sure it doesn’t 
happen to them.
   The free programs, initiated by the 
county’s Office of African American 
Affairs and the African American 
Advisory Board, will show what 
steps people can take to prevent 
foreclosure and what resources are 
available to help them get back on 
their feet.
   The first program will be at 7 p.m., 
Thursday, December 13, at Runyon 
Heights Community House, 21 
Runyon Avenue, in Yonkers. This 
particular event is co-sponsored 

County Launches New Series of 
Forums to Help Homeowners

First Program is Dec. 13 in Yonkers

by the Yonkers Community Action 
Program, Westchester Residential 
Opportunities, and the Faith 
Mission Church.
   County Executive Andy Spano 
pointed to the rising number of 
foreclosures as an indication of 
how borrowers need to be more 
knowledgeable about obtaining 
and managing loans. He also cited 
“predatory lending” practices where 
some lenders pressure homeowners 
into signing up for unaffordable 
mortgages.  
   “Too many people have got 
themselves in over their heads, but 
they don’t have to just sit there and 
sink,” Spano said. “We want to 
show that there is a way out and 
keep others from getting into the 

same boat.” 
   The county Planning Department 
will also speak about “Lead Safe 
Westchester,” a program that makes 
funds available to remove lead-
based paint from older homes and 
apartments.
   The county will work with other 
community-based groups to bring 
similar forums to other parts of 
the county. The next events will be 
scheduled for Mount Vernon and 
New Rochelle. 

For more information, call the 
Office of African American Affairs 

at (914) 995-2934

http://www.century21.com
http://www.steinermarketplace.com
http://www.steinermarketplace.com
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Yonkers, New York

7$
Right Here  Right Now

Billion
in Development

Come Grow With Us
Did you know that $7 billion in development proj-

ects are happening right here, right now in Yonkers? 

The City of Yonkers features some of the broadest 

urban redevelopment plans in the New York Metro 

Area and is on the cutting edge of commercial, em-

ployment and investment opportunities for busi-

nesses just like yours. These exciting opportunities 

have been made possible by the Yonkers IDA.

We’re Here To Help
We offer qualified projects financial incentives in the 

form of sales and mortgage tax exemptions, real 

property tax abatments and tax exempt bonds.

Make Yonkers Your Next Stop
Call Ellen Lynch today!

470 Nepperhan Avenue, Suite 200
Yonkers, NY 10701

Phone (914) 509-8651
Fax (914) 509-8650

info@YonkersIDA.com

Mayor Phil Amicone, Chairman
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http://www.cityofyonkersida.com/


