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NEW YORK, NY -- The Federal 
Reserve is refusing to identify the 
recipients of almost $2 trillion of 
emergency loans from American 
taxpayers or the troubled assets 
the central bank is accepting as 
collateral. 
   Fed Chairman Ben S. Bernanke 
and Treasury Secretary Henry 
Paulson said in September they 
would comply with congressional 
demands for transparency in a 

YONKERS, NY -- As the global 
financial crisis continues, the City of 
Yonkers will join local governments 
from around the state and country 
that are trimming their budgets in the 
face of shrinking 
revenues. Mayor 
Phil Amicone 
announced his 
plan today to 
cut millions 
of dollars 
in expenses 
from Yonkers’ 
m u n i c i p a l 
budget including 
w o r k f o r c e 
reductions that 
will close a 
projected $16 
million deficit 
projected for the current fiscal year. 
   Joined by Finance Commissioner 
James LaPerche, Schools 
Superintendent Bernard Pierorazio, 
Deputy Mayor Bill Regan, 
City Council President Chuck 
Lesnick, Councilmember Patricia 
McDow, and Councilmember Joan 
Gronowski, Mayor Amicone made 
his announcement at a City Hall 
news conference today addressing 

NEW YORK, NY -- Governor David 
A. Paterson last week announced 
a comprehensive, two-year $5.2 
billion deficit reduction plan that 
will entirely 
eliminate the 
State’s $1.5 
billion current-
year shortfall, 
protect against 
further declines 
in revenue in a 
volatile economic 
climate, and make 
a substantial 
down payment 
on next year’s 
deficit.
   Governor 
P a t e r s o n ’ s 
proposed reductions 
are spread across virtually every 
area of State spending, including 
education, health care, human 
services, the State workforce, and 
others. These actions would produce 
$2 billion of savings in 2008-
09 and $3.2 billion in 2009-10.  
    “The deficit reduction plan I have 
put forward today represents a series 
of difficult choices across virtually 
every area of State spending,” said 

  The Community has submitted  
a response to information in the 
Negative Declaration which was 
based on misleading and untruthful 
information submitted by WestHab 
the applicant for rezoning of 22 
Tarrytown Road.  
   The community has discounted 
100% of the findings of the 
ownership of parcel PIA driveway 
that the Town included in the SEQRA 
Conditioned Negative Declaration 
of Significance dated 10/02/08. The 
Town did not answer or provide 
supporting proof to the question 
posed to them by the community 

In his annual foreign policy speech 
to the Lord Mayor’s Banquet in 
London, Prime Minister Gordon 
Brown said:
   “Uniquely in 
this global age, 
it is now in 
our power to 
come together 
so that 2008 is 
r e m e m b e r e d 
not just for 
the failure of a 
financial crash 
that engulfed 
the world 
but for the 
resilience and 
optimism with 
which we faced the storm, endured it 
and prevailed. And remembered too 
for how in doing so we discovered 
and refashioned the global power of 
nations working together.
   “And having shown the power 
of coordinated global action to 
recapitalize our banks and cut 
interest rates for homeowners 
and businesses, this weekend in 
Washington we will seek to go 
further, launching the process 

Mayor Announces Mid-Year 
Budget Cuts in Response to 

Financial Crisis 
City Projects $16 Million Deficit; and

Cuts will Include Workforce Reductions
First Quarter financial data for Fiscal 
Year 2009 (Yonkers’ fiscal year runs 
July 1 through June 30). As part of 
the budget presentation, the mayor 
announced that the city faces a 

cumulative $16 
million budget 
gap for FY 2009 
and detailed a 
series of difficult 
measures to 
reduce the 
deficit.
Non-Personnel 
Cuts Totaling 
$1.6 Million
   (All amounts 
are approximate 
for Fiscal Year 
2009. Exact 

figures are detailed 
in the enclosed reports.) 
* 75% across-the-board cut 
to “professional fees” totaling 
$540,000 savings 
* Outside consultants 
* Equipment maintenance 
contracts
* Mobile phone contracts
* 40% cut to “special projects” 

Governor Paterson 
Delivers $5.2 Billion, 

Two-Year Deficit 
Reduction Plan

Governor Paterson. “The only way 
we are going to overcome this 
unprecedented crisis is through 
shared sacrifice. I look forward 

to engaging in 
a productive 
dialogue with the 
Legislature about 
the actions we 
must take at next 
week’s special 
session to address 
our State’s record 
budget deficits.” 
   Governor 
Paterson’s plan 
would close 
the State’s 
$1.5 billion 
c u r r e n t - y e a r 

shortfall, while 
also providing a $548 million 
cushion against additional declines 
in revenue during 2008-09. These 
proposed actions would also reduce 
the State’s 2009-10 deficit from 
$12.5 billion to $8.8 billion and 
four-year budget deficit by from 
$47.0 billion to $35.9 billion. 
   After implementing Governor 

Prime Minister Gordon 
Brown Sets Out the Five 

Great Challenges the 
World Faces Today

of rebuilding the international 
financial system.
   “So while I see a world that is 
facing financial crisis and still 

diminished by 
conflict and 
injustice I also 
see the chance 
to forge a new 
multilateralism 
that is both hard 
headed and 
progress ive . 
And if we 
learn from our 
experience of 
turning unity 
of purpose into 
unity of action, 

we can together seize this moment 
of change in our world to create a 
truly global society.”
   Prime Minister Brown also said 
that the role of the US, Britain and 
Europe are critical:
“The alliance between Britain and 
the US - and more broadly between 
Europe and the US - can and must 
provide leadership, not in order 
to make the rules ourselves, but 

PURCHASE, NY --  Can you 
imagine celebrating Thanksgiving 
in the blistering desert heat or bone-
chilling mountain cold? These 
are just a few of the challenges 
that face members of our Armed 
Forces on a daily basis. This is 
sixth year Americans will celebrate 

Giving Thanks to Troops by 
Giving the  

Gift of Friendship
Become a Pen Pal with the My Soldier 

Program

see Giving Thanks Pg. 4

the holidays while troops are 
stationed in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
The Manhattanville My Soldier 
office reports that soldiers tell them 
that around the holidays, “the need 
for mail and emotional support is 
greatest.” 

Fed Defies 
Transparency 
Aim in Refusal 

to Disclose
By Mark Pittman, Bob Ivry and 

Alison Fitzgerald
First published November 10, 2008, by 

Bloomberg.com, re-printed  
with permission.

The doom and gloom expected 
to be divulged by Yonkers Mayor 
Phil Amicone at the November 12, 
2008 press conference sputtered 
out as another 
mundane attempt 
to deflect attention 
from the Amicone 
Adminis t ra t ion’s 
s e l f - i n d u c e d 
municipal budget 
crisis. The $16 
million deficit 
demanded to be 
acted upon by 
year’s-end was made 
official within hours on the very 
day that New York State Governor 
David A. Paterson revealed his $5.2 
billion, two-year deficit reduction 
plan. Advising Yonkers citizens 
of the pending fiscal crisis was 
micromanaged by City Hall. They 
claimed that making the information 
public prior to the national, state, 

Mayor Amicone Lacks 
Clear Path to Fiscal 

Prudence
Mid-Year Budget Cuts of $3.1 Million

Asserts 200 to 300 Jobs to Be Lost

By Hezi Aris

and local November 2008 elections 
was pointless; they said no one 
would be paying attention. Mayor 
Amicone spoon-fed the public an 

unsightly dose of 
gruel today.
   To his credit, 
Mayor Amicone 
profess had he to 
do it all over again, 
he would maintain 
the workforce as 
they presently are 
employed because 
he empathized with 
each individual who 

might find themselves having to lose 
their employment. Hearing Mayor 
Amicone make his pronouncement 
was touching on the one hand while 
disconnected on the other. Mayor 
Amicone doesn’t have the intestinal 
fortitude to fire anyone unless 

Fresh Out of Prison with 
No Means of Support, 

Agriprocessors Workers Tell 
Their Stories

Jailed Slaughterhouse Workers Speak for the 
First Time

Standing in their two-bedroom apartment on Postville’s main street 
are six of the men who were arrested at Agriprocessors on May 12 and 

released October 14. From left, the men are Elder Lopez, Jonas Ordonez, 
Josway Muh-Exan, Rigoberto Quiej, Gabriel Calicio and Mario Toma.

POSTVILLE, IA -- When Gabriel 
Calicio was released from prison, 
five months after being arrested on 
immigration charges at the nation’s 
largest kosher slaughterhouse, his 
only possession was the prison-

Community 
Responds to 
Town Board 
Resolution 
Regarding 
WestHab 
Petition

MOUNT VERNON, NY -- The 
Worship Arts Center at Grace Baptist 
Church has inaugurated the “Our 
Joy, a Celebration of Life” exhibition 
to coincide with the celebration 
of the 120th year anniversary of 
Grace Baptist Church. The theme 
honors the legacy of the church by 
featuring artwork that is uplifting 
in it’s depiction of everyday life, 
celebratory in demeanor, and 
historical in its depiction of events. 
Painting, scratchboard and collage 
are the primary mediums that are 

“Our Joy, a Celebration 
of Life” Interpreted in 

Mount Vernon

featured.
   Ramona Candy, dancer, painter, 
collage artist and printmaker refers 
to herself as a choreographer on 
canvas. Candy states “My goal is to 
lift you, the audience, engage you 
in the “dance” and help bring to 
mind your own roots, heritage and 
those things that make you smile. 
Movement, combined with the use 
of vibrant color, is what drives my 
work. In my collages, the actual 
process of layering papers is an 

http://thejewishdailyforward.com/
http://search.bloomberg.com/search?q=Ben+S.+Bernanke&site=wnews&client=wnews&proxystylesheet=wnews&output=xml_no_dtd&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&filter=p&getfields=wnnis&sort=date:D:S:d1
http://search.bloomberg.com/search?q=Henry%0APaulson&site=wnews&client=wnews&proxystylesheet=wnews&output=xml_no_dtd&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&filter=p&getfields=wnnis&sort=date:D:S:d1
http://search.bloomberg.com/search?q=Henry%0APaulson&site=wnews&client=wnews&proxystylesheet=wnews&output=xml_no_dtd&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&filter=p&getfields=wnnis&sort=date:D:S:d1
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New York Civic

On the Level 
with

Hezi Aris
on WVOX1460 AM Radio

NEW ROCHELLE, NY – Listen to 
the On the Level with Hezi Aris call-
in program on WVOX-1460 AM 
radio this and every Tuesday. 
   The show is heard live by way of 
streaming audio technology on your 
computer, from 10:00 am through 
11:00 am. 
   For those who can’t get enough 
radio, consider listening to Hezi 
Aris every Monday and Thursday, 
at 8:30 am, as he discusses events 
impacting Westchester politics 
with Bob Marrone, host of Good 
Morning, Westchester. 
   Join Bob Marrone every day from 
6:00 am through 9:00 am during 
your daily commute from Monday 

Legal 
Notices
Legal notices for 

publication  
in the

Westchester Times
Tribune

are accepted for 
publication  

no later than Thursday 
for the following 
week’s edition.

WTTLegal@gmail.
com

through Friday.
   The call-in talk show format 
invites your perspective; share your 
thoughts. Call us at 914-636-0110. 
Those who call are asked to please 
stay on topic.
   WVOX 1460 AM features local 
and regional information for 
residents of suburban Westchester 
County and the Bronx, with 
emphasis on the heavily-populated 
cities of Westchester’s Southern tier 
and affluent villages of Long Island 
Sound.

Letters to the Editor

cornered to do so by circumstance. 
   When former Yonkers Board 
of Education Board of Trustees 
President Robert Ferritto stepped 
down from his post, he was 
immediately employed at City Hall. 
When Mayor Amicone realized that 
Ferritto’s allegiance was to former 
Yonkers Mayor John Spencer, 
Mayor Amicone relegated Ferritto 
to Yonkers’ own Siberia, that is, the 
Yonkers Parking Authority. Ferritto 
was kept employed at over $125,000 
per year past the time Mayor 
Amicone was said by government 
insiders to have committed to firing 
him. The Yonkers taxpayer spent 
$250,000 plus benefits to remove 
Mayor Amicone’s lack of resolve 
in firing Ferritto in a less costly 
manner.  On the other hand, when 
it suited Mayor Amicone four years 
ago, he fired 320 teachers and over 
200 CSEA workers. There was no 
need to maintain them; patronage 
was not an issue with regard to 
them.
   Mayor Amicone maintains that 
had the financial debacle not 
revealed itself when it did, Yonkers 
would be on solid footing. Yet there 
is no credence to Mayor Amicone’s 
hypothesis. Any financial officer 
worth his gold dollar bill clip holder 
was aware over 20 months back 
that Wall Street was conducting 
business in a precarious manner. 
Still even if Finance Commissioner 
James LaPerche was unaware, 
outside consultant Nick DeSantis, 
a Certified Public Accountant and 
partner in the firm of Bennett, 
Kielson, Storch et al, advised of the 
precariousness of adopting Mayor 
Amicone’s Proposed 2008-2009 
Budget. His call for prudence was 
ignorantly dismissed at a Yonkers 
Budget Committee Meeting 
before eventually being adopted 
by the Yonkers City Council, 
except that is, by Councilmember 
Joan Gronowski, who vetoed its 
adoption.
   Still, this crisis presents Yonkers 
with an opportunity to right our 

Mayor Amicone Lacks Clear Path to Fiscal Prudence

endemic faults. While City Hall 
stifles Commissioner LaPerche 
by micromanaging his personae. 
LaPerche is simply asked to 
formulate an erudite and pragmatic 
financial presentation to “look 
good” to the Yonkers City Council. 
Meanwhile Yonkers City Council 
President Chuck Lesnick, dismissive 
of his unique role to guide the City 
Council beyond the hazardous 
shoals of government prefers 
to kowtow to Mayor Amicone 
directives rather than collectively 
scrutinize the fiscal formulae 
presented to the entire City Council 
in a line by line study of the yearly 
mayoral budget proposals despite 
his yearly promises to do show. His 
monicker, Lesnick the Liar, dates 
back three years.
   Under the strong mayor form 
of government, the Yonkers 
City Council is responsible for 
authorizing or denying Mayor 
Amicone’s yearly proposed 
budgets. The City Council, under 
the aegis and direction of Lesnick 
has chosen to rubber stamp Mayor 
Amicone’s proposed budgets 
every year without scrutiny, only 
loquacious banter.
   The Yonkers City Council leaderhip 
is comprised of the ever absent 
Majority Leader Sandy Annabi (2nd 
District), and Minority Leader Liam 
McLaughlin (4th District), adept at 
reading a spreadsheet, yet is likely 
incapable of comprehending the 
sophisticated demeanor of Wall 
Street honchos.  Even if he did, he 
is more concerned in maintaining a 
detached and non-confrontational 
stance vis-à-vis Mayor Amicone 
in order to keep his family their 
employ at City Hall.
   Lesnick, Annabi, and McLaughlin 
meet weekly with Mayor Amicone. 
Their meetings do little to appease 
the glaring omissions and lack 
of study demanded of both the 
executive and legislative branches 
of government for the benefit of 
the people who respectively elected 
each to office.

   Councilmember Dee Barbato (6th 
District) and Councilmember John 
Murtagh (5th District) make “nice, 
nice” with each other, and pander to 
the public at every opportunity they 
can, bringing little of substance to 
the equation of governance. 
   Councilmember Patricia McDow 
(1st District) outflanked by the 
overbearing, double-speaking 
Lesnick finds comfort and solace 
on issues that speak to the ills of the 
residents least economically secure. 
McDow’s inability to reach beyond 
the segregated walls of her district 
constricts her ability to project 
the saliency of her constituency’s 
collective perspectives.
   Councilmember Joan Gronowski 
(3rd District), to the consternation 
of some and the delight of others 
maintains her resolve by asking the 
tough questions. She is blamed for 
asking the questions that no one 
else in government, either on the 
record or off, is capable or willing to 
answer. Right or wrong, Gronowski 
is respected for maintaining a solid, 
ethical, and resolute demeanor.  
   The suggestion that upper 
management at City Hall take a pay 
cut to lead Yonkers toward saving a 
few jobs from being eventually cut 
by year’s end is met with incredulity 
by Mayor Amicone, yet he is first to 
suggest the ten unions representing 
city workers consider rescinding 
some of their past gains, as well as 
take pay cuts to maintain a brother 
or sister from losing a job. 
   The lack of personal impact the 
loss of 300 to 400 jobs would have 
on the Yonkers psyche reveals what 
some are saying is another attempt 
by City Hall to break the unions.
   City Hall denies that concept 
vehemently.
   What City Hall cannot deny is 
that this debacle will not be saved 
by a one-shot of any kind. For many 
in Yonkers, the last miracle took 
place two millennia ago. Why does 
Yonkers need to await Albany’s 
resolutions during the week of 
November 18, 2008 to ascertain 

plan “B”? Why is Yonkers not 
engaged in a round-the-clock study 
of options that may breathe life into 
a city on life support? The numbers 
can be filled in later; what Yonkers 
needs now is a road map. 
   As a first step, Mayor Amicone’s 
Administration must explain rather 
than blame what portion of the 
current deficit is structural, and set 
out a credible new fiscal framework. 
That means revisiting the “sweet” 
enticements afforded developers. 
The government must explain how 
it will restore Yonkers’ fiscal health 
over time. The people and the 
investors need prudent reassurance 
that the government intends to meet 
its obligations.  Mayor Amicone 
today asserted that after five years 
in office  he will now combine the 
collective costs of services used by 
the Yonkers BoE with those of the 
City of Yonkers; items such as the 
purchase of fuel; purchase of office 
supplies; computer services, etc.
   The wish list of non-personnel 
cuts delineated ad nauseum by 

Mayor Amicone is nothing more 
that a “feel good list” that will not 
be proven real in a future laundry 
list of accomplishments in the near 
future.
   Yonkers Board of Education 
Superintendent Bernard Pierorazio’s 
$1.5 million contribution to the 
bottom line is another pitiful attempt 
at satiating the anger among Yonkers 
residents who feel betrayed by their 
elected and appointed officials. 
   While each of these individuals 
are nice “boys and girls,” they must 
be judged on their ability to govern. 
No other measure of governance 
meets the bar. 
   To date, the Amicone 
Administration is delighted to 
have an excuse to blame everyone 
other than themselves for taking 
responsibility for the mess they got 
us into. 
   A clear path back to prudence is the 
only avenue left to Yonkers Mayor 
Phil Amicone and The Yonkers City 
Councilmembership. 

   It has been nine days since Barack 
Obama was elected President of the 
United States, and he appears to be 
off to a good start.  His acceptance 
speech on Election Night hit the 
right grace notes, as Senator John 
McCain did in his statement of 
concession.  It seemed that, relieved 
of the burden of campaigning, the 
two men could now revert to being 
normal, decent people.
   In small matters the President-
elect has shown tact and charm; 
immediately apologizing by 
telephoning the 87-year-old Nancy 
Reagan for an offhand remark he 
made about séances in the White 
House; and relating the complexities 
of the search for a puppy for his 
daughters, while referring to 
himself as a “mutt”.
   His principal appointment so 
far, Rahm Emanuel as Chief of 
Staff, inspires public confidence, 
especially to those who feared a 
less nuanced or more ideological 
person would get that important 
position.  A commentary by James 
Bone, a man whose name follows 
by just one letter a more famous 
Brit, appeared in the London 
Times under the headline, BEST 
IN SHOW, WITH A PEDIGREE 
ALL HIS OWN.  You will enjoy 
it.   Another story, by Jason Fink, 
written about Obama’s Manhattan 
experience in 1985 when he worked 
for NYPIRG, appeared in the Nov. 
11 amNewYork. It is entitled Path to 
White House Began in NY.
   It will be hard to get used to the 

New President; Old Challenges
Obama Inherits a Mess; He Promised to Change America.  

Can He Do It?

By Henry J. Stern

fact that all the disasters which we 
have blamed for years on George 
Bush and his administration will 
now become problems for Obama to 
solve.  He is not the starting pitcher; 
he is taking over in relief and our 
side is not doing all that well.  How 
long will it be before people start 
blaming the new President for the 
problems he inherited?  He ran for 
the office, he knew the score, and 
he promised change with the mantra 
“yes, we can”.
   At this point, President-elect 
Obama enjoys a great deal of 
goodwill.  We hope he takes 
advantage of that situation to make 
necessary changes.  The problem 
is that nobody is certain to anyone 
what these changes should be.  
With the stock market plunging at 
the rate of several hundred points a 
day, confidence in the economy will 
continue to decline.   Sixty-seven 
days remain until the inauguration, 
and if conditions continue to 
deteriorate, the President-elect may 
have to propose drastic remedies as 
soon as he takes office.       Could 
January 20, 2009 be a reprise of 
March 4, 1933?
   It is always possible that economic 
conditions will stabilize over the 
next ten weeks.  But the problems 
of the automakers will not be 
solved.  Nor is there any certainty 
that lending General Motors and 
Ford billions of taxpayer dollars 
will enable them to compete with 
foreign manufacturer’s lower costs.  
We note that Toyota, Nissan, Honda, 

Hyundai, Kia and other automobile 
manufacturers are not asking for 
government loans.
   President Bush and Secretary 
Paulson’s policy of making huge 
loans to and purchasing non-voting 

equities in financial corporations 
has come under attack from Mayor 
Koch, who wrote to Paulson and 
Federal Reserve Chairman Ben 
Bernanke on October 9.  So far, 
though he has yet to hear from 
Secretary Paulson, the former 
mayor says he has received 
hundreds of responses from his 
readers, generally in agreement with 
his thesis.  Bernanke’s response is 
included in Koch’s column, which 
he writes weekly.  To get on his 
list, send your e-mail address to 
eikoch@bryancave.com 
   We can conclude, relatively easily, 
that deregulation and the failure to 
enforce existing regulations were 

major causes of today’s economic 
crisis.  The development of new, 
and totally unregulated financial 
instruments escape the attention 
of the nominal regulators who 
were unprepared to deal with new 
problems as they arose.  Some 
Republican senators tried to tighten 
up the system but received no 
support from Democrats, a number 
of whom receive substantial support 
from Wall Street. This is less of a 
partisan issue than it may appear to 
those who are deeply committed to 
one party or the other. We cite Rule 
14-F: “Follow the money.”
   The New York Times reported on 
the crisis in an October 23 article 
by Edmund L. Andrews.   Alan 
Greenspan chaired the Federal 
Reserve System for 18 years, from 
1987 to 2006, under four Presidents 
(Reagan, Bush, Clinton and Bush).  
He admitted the Board’s and his own 
misjudgment when he said, “Those 
of us who have looked to the self-
interest of lending institutions to 
protect shareholders’ equity, myself 
included, are in a state of shocked 
disbelief.”
   During an October 23 hearing 
at the capitol, Greenspan was 
asked by Rep. Henry A. Waxman 
of California: “Do you feel that 
your ideology pushed you to make 
decisions that you wish you had 
not made?”  Greenspan responded: 
“Yes, I found a flaw.  I don’t know 
how significant or permanent it 
is, but I have been very distressed 
by that fact.”    Later, Greenspan 

admitted, “this crisis has turned out 
to be much broader than anything I 
could have imagined.”
   It is enormously sad that greed and 
inattention by powerful people have 
caused so much suffering around the 
world by people who are innocent 
of wrongdoing.  The financial 
collapse played a significant role 
in deciding our new president.  We 
can safely assume that in other 
economic circumstances we would 
not have seen the election of the 
young senator from Illinois.  
   It was too bad for the Republicans 
that the alleged masters of 
manipulation (if there were any) 
couldn’t have kept the bubble 
going for another month or two.  
Bankrupting Lehman Brothers, 
whether done for personal or 
business reasons (and it certainly 
was a rational decision if not a 
correct one) had the effect of causing 
the house of cards to tumble.  It fell 
all over the Republican candidate 
for president, even though he had 
little to do with the collapse and 
had, in fact, introduced legislation 
to limit irresponsible lending.  We 
have not really begun to work our 
way out of the debris, but worse 
yet, are not sure even how to do it. 

Henry J. Stern is the New York 
Civic. Peruse his archive online 

at NYCivic.org, directing email to 
StarQuest@nycivic.org.

To The Editor:
   Reference is made to a letter 
dated October 30, 2008, from Peter 
J. Wise of Delbello Donnellan 
Weingarten Wise & Wiederkehr, 
LLP, special counsel to Westhab, 
Inc., commenting on the draft 
Conditional Negative Declaration 
(“CND”) issued by the Town 
Board, as lead agency, on October 
2, 2008.  A copy of this letter was 
not furnished to the Fulton Park 
Civic Association until the evening 
of November 12, 2008 – two 
days prior to the expiration of the 
comment period on the CND. 
   In his letter, Mr. Wise objects 
to the condition requiring that the 
marketing of the units to proposed 
to be built at the re-zoned site be 
restricted to “workforce housing.”  
The Town had previously furnished 
in its answers to questions raised by 
the Fulton Park Civic Association a 
definition of “workforce housing” 
as housing for individuals and 
families having a household income 
of between 80% and 120% of the 

median income for Westchester 
County.  The workforce housing 
marketing requirement was added 
as a condition after the Fulton Park 
Civic Association notified the Town 
that Westhab’s state-filed funding 
application required that there 
be a 15% set-aside for homeless 
housing, which was contrary to 
representations that Westhab’s 
officials had made to the Town that 
the project was not intended for 
homeless or Section 8 housing. 
   However, it now appears that as a 
condition for obtaining the funding 
needed to construct the project, 
Westhab must now have the right 
to utilize all 28 proposed units for 
homeless and/or Section 8 housing. 
Thus, in his October 30 letter, Mr. 
Wise proposes that “workforce 
housing” be defined to include 
persons having “annual household 
incomes up to 90% of the median 
income for Westchester County, as 
the same may change over time.”  
By proposing an income ceiling 
– but no floor – Westhab would 

reserve for itself the right to lease 
all 28 units to homeless individuals 
who would qualify for Section 8 
housing vouchers.  We also 
understand from the attached 
letter from Capital One bank, that 
Westhab would not receive any debt 
or equity financing for the project 
without having such right.  
   We oppose any such definition.  
This project was never represented 
to be housing for the homeless.  Nor 
was it ever represented to be Section 
8 housing.  To the contrary, it was 
always represented as not housing 
for the homeless, and not Section 8 
housing.  Such representations were 
made because increasing the zoning 
density at this relatively small site 
for the purpose of housing the 
homeless and/or providing Section 
8 housing was always understood 
to be entirely inappropriate.  For 
one thing, the site at 22 Tarrytown 
Road is within two miles of the 
WestHELP homeless shelter. The 
Town’s agreement with Westchester 
County concerning the WestHELP 

homeless shelter recognized that any 
additional homeless housing within 
a two mile radius of that shelter 
would place “an undue burden 
on municipal and educational 
services” within that area.  Nor is 
this “replacement” housing within 
the meaning of that agreement 
because the increased density 
proposed for the site – permitted 
by the proposed zoning change – is 
substantially greater than what had 
previously existed there.  Indeed, 
even the Fairview Fire District is on 
record opposing the zoning change 
for this project.  
   We understand that in these 
difficult economic times, lenders 
may be unwilling to lend money 
to developers without a guarantee 
that, if all other alternative 
marketing efforts fail, the units 
to be built would be eligible for 
Section 8 vouchers.  But that is 
no reason to support a zoning 
change to increase density to allow 
homeless and/or Section 8 housing 
in a concentrated area which would 

almost certainly cause irreparable 
harm to the existing Fulton Park 
community – and be contrary to 
every representation that Westhab 
and Town officials have made to 
the Fulton Park community that this 
would never happen. 
   Finally, because the Westhab 
proposal to define “workforce 
housing” as housing available to 
persons with housing incomes “up 
to 90%” of Westchester AMI would 
materially alter the CND – indeed, 
turn it on its head – Fulton Park 
again respectfully requests that the 
hearing on this CND be reopened so 
that a complete evidentiary record 
may be made before the public on 
what is clearly a most disingenuous 
zoning “bait-and-switch” that, if 
allowed, would not only imperil 
the Fulton Park community, but 
each and every other community in 
unincorporated Greenburgh. 

 Sincerely,
Irene M.Zuck, President, 
Fulton Park Civic Association

mailto:WTTsubscription@gmail.com
mailto:WTTsubscription@gmail.com
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mailto:WTTLegal@gmail.com
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Weir Only Human

Weir Only Human: Obama’s a Mutt, Like the Rest of Us
By Bob Weir

   When President-elect Obama 
talked about getting a puppy for his 
ten year-old daughter, Malia, he used 
the word, “mutt,” a term given to 
dogs that are of mixed breeds. Since 
his daughter suffers from allergies, 
he was concerned about finding a 
low-allergy dog, even though he 
wanted to adopt one from an animal 
shelter. “Obviously, a lot of shelter 
dogs are mutts like me,” Obama 
said, grinning. It was probably his 
first comment regarding race since 
he won the election, and probably 
won’t be his last. If there’s anything 
to be derived from his “off color” 
remark, it’s that he doesn’t have 
hang-ups about his divided racial 
ancestry. Throughout the campaign, 
and undoubtedly throughout his 
life, he’s been referred to as an 
African-American, rather than an 
American of mixed race, or simply 
an “American.” The reason for that 
is easily discoverable in the racist 

history of this country. It used to be 
called the ounce of black blood rule, 
meaning if you were half-white and 
half-black, or even seven-eighths 
white and one-eighth black, you 
would be considered black, because 
“pure” whites didn’t want anything 
to do with you.  
   The fact is there aren’t many pure 
races or nationalities left on this 
giant ball of mud. If there are any, 
I’d be interested in seeing what they 
look like. Do you know anyone 
who can trace their ancestry back to 
prehistoric times and be certain that 
their blood had never been mixed 
with another organic morphology? 
And if they could, would it matter? 
Is anyone giving awards for the 
purest bloodline on the planet? 
The polyglot of nationalities and 
races that have intersected within 
the human species for thousands of 
years has produced the current form 
we call, the human race. Chances 

are, if you go back far enough in our 
ancestry, you’d 
find that our 
forefathers and 
foremothers were 
descended from 
an admixture 
that included 
every continent 
on the globe. 
The idea of pure 
blood was buried in the ashes of 
the Third Reich when the nut case 
with the square mustache tried to 
convince the world that Aryans 
were the “super race.” There are 
still some Neanderthals in parts of 
this country who think their skin 
color, (or lack thereof) makes them 
superior to their melanin-enhanced 
counterparts.      
   Skin pigmentation is probably the 
last resort of those with no other way 
to define their pathetic existence. 
After all, if you lack self-esteem, 

either because you’re insecure 
about your lack of 
education, paucity 
of personal 
success, or some 
other physical or 
mental incapacity, 
you may believe 
that the only 
way to become 
relevant is to 

find a person or an entire group 
to discriminate against. If you can 
make yourself believe that they are 
lower on the evolutionary scale 
than you are, you may feel better 
about your own miserable life. 
Have you ever seen one of those 
documentaries about Skinheads 
who proclaim their disgust of 
those who would “mongrelize” 
the country by interbreeding with 
Jews, Hispanics and blacks? Even a 
cursory examination of one of those 
so-called “White Supremacist” 

groups should cause every 
discerning person to conclude that 
skin color is highly overrated and 
has absolutely no relationship to 
intellect. The same can be said for 
any other group of malcontents 
who use physical characteristics 
to impose their malevolent agenda 
on those who look different from 
them.  
   One of the effects of Barack 
Obama’s presidency will be that 
those pigmentation-challenged 
nitwits who are unwilling to share 
the planet with their black, brown, 
chartreuse, purple and multi-
hued brothers and sisters will be 
on tranquilizers for at least four 
years. During that time, perhaps 
they can experience an epiphany 
and overcome the mental malady 
that imprisons them within the 
walls of their own ignorance. It’s 
way past the time that we arrived 
at the colorblind society we’ve 

been giving lip service to since 
Reconstruction. Obama’s campaign 
theme was about change and his 
election has already accomplished 
that. A black man in the White 
House signals a sea change in the 
attitude of a nation that just a few 
decades ago would have laughed 
derisively about such an unlikely 
event. Even as he was winning one 
primary state after another, blacks 
were incredulous about his ultimate 
chances for victory. After centuries 
of discouragement, they dared 
not dream so loftily. Yes, our new 
president will be a mutt, just like 
the rest of us. Let’s pray that he’ll 
be as good as, or better than the 
most successful mutts that preceded 
him.  

Bob Weir is a contributing 
columnist to Yonkers Tribune 

and Westchester Times Tribune. 
BobWeir777@aol.com.

altogether separate movement that 
brings to the work, texture, depth 
and a sense of the unexpected.”
   Otto Neals, painter, sculptor and 
printmaker, is also proficient in 
stone and woodcarving.
   Neals states: “My talent as an 
artist, I believe, comes directly 
from my ancestors. I am
merely a receiver, an instrument for 
receiving some of those energies 
that permeate our
entire universe, and I give thanks 
for having been chosen to absorb 
those artistic forces.
I try to paint and sculpt African 
people, working always to portray 
those characteristics
that are true of their beauty, their 
power, and their love. We are but 
shadows of those
who have gone before us and before 
I enter the world of spirits, I hope 
by example, to
touch a positive nerve in our 
youth.”
   Born to paint, Donovan Nelson 
works out of his studio in the 
blossoming art scene in
Brooklyn, New York. Showing 
his work at various galleries, art 
shows, competitions and symposia 
nationwide, Nelson studied 
figurative painting for the past 
decade, working commercially for 
many years and showing his work 
artistically as well. Also a high 

“Our Joy, a Celebration of Life” Interpreted in Mount Vernon

school art teacher in Brooklyn, 
Nelson has been taking time off to 
launch his fine art career with solo 
and group shows, everywhere from 
NYC to Philadelphia, from the West 
Indies to the Northeast.
   Sonia Lynn Sadler, proficient 
in many mediums, explores the 
culture of the people of African 
descent in her work. The mediums 
Sadler uses are scratchboard, oil, 
linocut, pictorial quilts, watercolor, 
acrylic collage and sculpture. 
Pattern and color define Sadler’s 

work. Sadler credits her mother, 
grandmother and father for passing 
on their knowledge of art, quilting, 
construction and layout as her 
greatest influences. Along with 
her natural ability, all of these 
influences led to a career in fashion 
and now art.
   Historical statement about Grace 
Baptist Church: In the year of 1888, 
“five Negro
Baptist women, with great faith 
and courage, organized the Grace 
Baptist Mission.” For over one 

hundred years, Grace Baptist 
Church of Mount Vernon, New 
York, has stood as joyous hymn 
to the glory of God and to the 
endurance of the human spirit. As 
the oldest Black Church in Mount 
Vernon, our church has been the 
fountainhead from which almost 

all Baptist, Methodist, Pentecostal 
and Episcopalian Churches have 
flowed. Furthermore, other social, 
economic and health institutions 
of the Black community in Mount 
Vernon have been historically 
rooted in Grace Baptist Church.

   

Grace Baptist Church , Worship 
Arts Center, 52 South Sixth Street, 
Mount Vernon, New York 10550. 

www.gracebapt.org.

RIVERDALE, NY -- The 
Riverdale Y’s popular 
Saturday Night Café, called 
Café Ma’ayan, will open for 
the season on November 
22 with an intimate 
performance by Riverdale’s 
own Neshama Carlebach.  
The program begins at 8 
pm.  
   Neshama Carlebach one 
of the leading superstars 
in Jewish Entertainment, 
is continuing the legacy 
established by her father 
Rabbi Shlomo Carlebach. 
His deep spirituality and his 
love of all humanity, filled 
every song he wrote and 
touched every person he 
encountered as he changed 
the face of Jewish music.
   Like her father, Neshama’s 
talent and charisma captivate and 
endear her to people of all ages 
and backgrounds as she performs 
in cities all over the world. 
Together with producer/pianist 
David Morgan and her incredible 
band, she continues to both deeply 
move and entertain as she sings her 
father’s incomparable melodies, 
and inspiring original compositions. 
An event with Neshama will uplift 
you and bring you the gift of songs 
that are danceable, singable, and 
unforgettable.
   Neshama’s sixth CD, One and 
One has just been released. This 
recording consists of all original 
music with English lyrics.  The 
title track, One and One, showcases 
the Green Pastures Baptist Church 
Choir.  You can hear clips of her 

Riverdale Y 
Saturday Night  
Cafe to Open

Neshama Carlebach

music at www.NeshamaCarlebach.
com
   The café, which is a small, candle-
lit venue featuring Starbucks 
coffees, teas, wine, sweets and 
savories all included in the 
admission price, will be open on 
many Saturday nights during the 
winter months with performances 
and “salon” type conversations. 
 
   Tickets, which for this event are 
$25, may be purchased online at 

www.RiverdaleY.org.

   The Riverdale Y is located at 
5625 Arlington Avenue (one block 
west of Riverdale Avenue off of 256 

Street).

   Art in the city and art in the park. 
This can be the weekend to enjoy 
both.  
   This is the final weekend for 
Peekskill Project 2008, a citywide 
site-specific exhibition of cutting-
edge contemporary art that has been 
‘on the streets of the city of Peekskill’ 
for the past month. This year’s 
exhibition featured 55 international 
artists who concentrated on the 
relationship of man to earth using 
environmental and organic based 
materials. Artworks were installed 
on the waterfront and in the parks, 
historic commercial district, 
storefronts and even factories 
as well as at the Hudson Valley 
Center for Contemporary Art, 
which sponsors the annual event. 
For information and a map to find 
which works and performances are 
still on display call 914-788-0100 
or visit www.hvcca.com. 
   Enjoy the beauty of Mother 
Nature, take a hike and see the 
collections of regional artwork, by 
visiting the two galleries and large 
scale sculpture garden at the 4,300 
acre Ward Pound Ridge Reservation 
in Cross River this weekend.   
   The Gallery in the Park is part 
of Westchester County’s “Art 
in the Park” and brings in three 
new art shows every year. It is 
currently hosting an exhibition by 
Keith Renner and Sally Brogden, 
two clay artists in conjunction 
with “All Fired Up! A Celebration 
of Clay in Westchester”, a 
project organized through the 
Westchester Arts Council.   
The much smaller, one-room 
WPA Gallery is a perfect venue 
for featuring local artists’ works 
and every few weeks a new art 
exhibition is presented. Presently, 
artist Will Kefauver, a Yorktown 

The Fine Print
By Lisa Fine 

resident, is showing his “Fieldwork: 
Landscapes in Oils”, depicting the 
beauty of Westchester and New 
England. An artist’s reception 
will be held on Saturday from 
3-5pm and the works will be on 
display through January 10, 2009.   
   The Ward Pound Ridge 
Reservation is located at Routes 
35 & 121 South in Cross River and 
is open daily from 9am – 4:30pm. 
For more information call 914-864-
7317. You can also visit the artists’ 
websites at www.kefauverstudio.
com and www.westarts.com.  
   PS – A few weeks ago I wrote 
about the raw foods cooking class 
at the Mount Pleasant Library and 
received a few emails asking me to 
find out about the “neatballs”. They 
were made with almonds, walnuts, 
olive oil, leeks, celery and spices. 

To submit information for The 
Fine Print, please send emails to 

TheFinePrintNY@verizon.net, call 
914 243-9761, or visit the www.
LisaFineCommunications.com 

Website.

MOUNT VERNON, NY -- The 
Gas Motor Generator for Electric 
Car is an auxiliary power system 
for electric vehicles which utilizes 
a gas powered motor generator to 
supply power to the electric motor 
that provides the propulsion for a 
vehicle. The Gas Motor Generator 
for Electric Car may also be adapted 
to trucks, boats and hybrid-electric 
vehicles (HEV). It is comprised 
of a gas powered motor generator 
set and a recharging battery. The 
generator operates on gasoline in 
the same manner as an engine in a 
car or truck. It is fairly small and 
requires approximately one gallon 
of gas per 100 miles or more. The 
Gas Motor Generator for Electric 
Car can also operate with diesel 
and other alternative fuels. The 
inventors have a prototype. 
   The Gas Motor Generator for 
Electric Car was invented by 
Claudia and Delroy Stanley of 
Mount Vernon, NY. They said, 
“While everyone is talking about 

The Gas
Motor Generator

for 
Electric Car ...

... Supplies Power to Recharge Hybrid 
Vehicles, Trucks, Boats and More.

Distribution Channels

Product Description: The Gas Motor Generator for Elec-
tric Car  is an auxiliary power system for electric vehicles which would
utilize a gas powered motor generator to supply power to the electric
motor that provides the propulsion force for a vehicle. The Gas Motor
Generator for Electric Car may also be adapted to trucks, boats
and hybrid -electric vehicles (HEV).

Design Features
• The Gas Motor Generator for Electric Car  would be manu-

factured by establishments in the automotive parts and accesso-
ries industry.

• The Gas Motor Generator for Electric Car  would be com-
prised of a gas powered, motor generator set and a recharging
battery.

• The Gas Motor Generator for Electric Car would operate
on gasoline power, in the same manner as a gasoline powered
engine in a car or truck.

• The Gas Motor Generator for Electric Car  is fairly small
and  would require approximately one gallon of  gas per 100 miles
or greater.

•  The drive shaft of the motor is mechanically linked to the armature
of the generator which would be driven at the same speed as the
motor drive shaft.

•  The windings on the armature of the generator would magnetically
induce a voltage into the stator windings of the generator and the
output voltage would be applied to the main DC drive motor that
is mechanically linked to the transmission.

• The transmission is mechanically linked to the rear axle by a uni-
versal joint.

Product  #23987  08/14/08 JS

Development:  The Gas Motor Generator for Electric Car was conceived by Delroy & Claudia Stanley through creativity and a
recognized need for such a product.

• The Gas Motor Generator for Electric Car would improve
mileage of  hybrid-electric vehicles (HEV).

• The Gas Motor Generator for Electric Car would be very
useful for hybrid-electric vehicles (HEV)  facing wind resistance,
faulty roads and when the air conditioning is on.

• The Gas Motor Generator for Electric Car  is a well con-
ceived invention/product which could promote greater acceptance
of these types of vehicles by the motoring populace.

• This would be beneficial for the environment and could reduce
our reliance on fossil based fuels and dependence on foreign
suppliers.

Target Markets

Advantages & Benefits

•   General Consumer Populace
•   Public Transportation
•   Boating & Marine Industry

Combustion engine drives generator,

which creates power for electric motor

Gas motor

Electric motor

Battery Generator

Prototype
Available

•   School Transportation
•   Farm & Ranch Transportation
•   Trucking & Delivery Service

•  Automotive Manufacturers
•   Automotive Parts & Supplies

  Retail
• Mechanics / Auto / Body
• Specialty Automotive Services

• Infomercials
• Internet
• Mail Order
• Automotive Supply Catalogs
• Exporters & Representatives

Gas Motor Generator

for Electric Car

www.adventproduct.net/23987/default.htm

the various forms of alternative 
energy we concentrated on what 
would improve mileage of hybrid-
electric vehicles, otherwise known 
as (HEV). The Gas Motor Generator 
for Electric Car will be useful for 
these HEV’s which face wind 
resistance, faulty roads and the time 
the air conditioning is being used.” 
   Development of the product is 
being handled by Advent Product 
Development of Pawleys Island, 
SC. 
  

 For more information about 
licensing or sale, contact the 

Licensing Department at APD 
(843-237-5915) at 313 Commerce 
Drive, Pawleys Island, SC 29585 

or contact the APD Website at 
advent@adventproduct.net.
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WHITE PLAINS, NY -- Dan 
Schorr, an experienced domestic 
violence prosecutor and candidate 
for Westchester County District 
Attorney, called for the creation 
of a Family Justice Center in 
Westchester County in order to 
better serve and protect victims of 
domestic violence.
   “The Westchester DA’s Office 
must do much more to minimize 
obstacles faced by domestic 
violence victims seeking help,” 
Schorr said.  “New York City and 
other jurisdictions have established 
Family Justice Centers that give 
domestic violence victims easy 
access to comprehensive services by 
placing dedicated domestic violence 
prosecutors, government agency, 
and community services staff 
under one roof.  The Westchester 
DA’s office has failed to give our 
citizens the same support and 
access to resources that domestic 
violence victims in other venues 
now receive.” 
   Family Justice Centers utilize 
both public and private support 
to help domestic violence victims 
break the cycle of violence by 
providing essential safety planning, 
case management, and civil legal 
assistance in the same visit – all in 
their native language while their 
children play safely in a specially 
designed children’s room. This 

Candidate for Westchester County 
District Attorney Calls for Creation of 
Family Justice Center in Westchester

model of working with multiple 
government agencies, civil 
lawyers, criminal prosecutors, and 
community partners has become 
the cornerstone of coordinated 
service delivery for domestic 
violence victims in New York City 
and elsewhere, but has not been 
realized in Westchester. 
   “As a prosecutor in Westchester’s 
Integrated Domestic Violence 
Court, I saw first-hand that many 
resources needed by domestic 
violence victims were difficult to 
seek out and not easily accessible,” 
Schorr said.  “I visited the Family 
Justice Center in Queens County 
and spoke extensively with many 
of the professionals and former 
colleagues there.  I am incredibly 
impressed by the variety and 
strength of resources available in 
one location to assist victims with 

the many problems associated with 
domestic violence.  As District 
Attorney, I will create a Family 
Justice Center in Westchester so 
that our residents can also gain 
from these innovations.”
   Schorr has successfully 
prosecuted some of the most 
dangerous criminal defendants in 
Westchester and Queens Counties 
as an Assistant District Attorney 
specializing in the prosecution of 
domestic violence, sex crimes, 
child abuse, and homicides.  He has 
secured numerous convictions in 
Westchester’s Integrated Domestic 
Violence Court and has extensive 
successful jury trial experience.
   Schorr is also an Adjunct Professor 
of Criminal Law and Legal Writing 
at Pace University Law School.  In 
addition, he has taught in Beijing, 
China, instructing Chinese judges 
and lawyers about principles of U.S. 
criminal justice and trial advocacy 
as an Adjunct Professor at Tsinghua 
University. 
   Schorr earned his J.D. from 
Harvard Law School and his 
M.A. and B.A. degrees from the 
University of Pennsylvania.

For further information, please 
contact the Committee to Elect 
Dan Schorr at 914-513-3745 or 

info@electdanschorr.com, or visit 
www.electdanschorr.com.

WHITE PLAINS, NY – A Bridge 
Tournament To Benefit Gilda’s Club 
Westchester was held for the seventh 
consecutive year on October 30. The 
event began with a bridge lesson led 
by world bridge champion, Debbie 
Rosenberg.  The event was created 
to honor Peggy Hirschberg, who 
was a notable bridge player from 
Mamaroneck. Ms. Hirschberg died 

Bridge Tournament in Honor of Peggy 
Rosenberg Benefits Gilda’s Club

(left to right): Elizabeth Cohn Stuntz, GCW Board; Gary Hirschberg, Bridge Host Committee;  
Sheila Cohen, Bridge Host Committee; Donna Fishman, CEO Gilda’s Club Westchester; Jill Goldman,  

Bridge Host Committee; Margot Freedman, Bridge Host Committee; Debbie Rosenberg, Woman’s World Bridge 
Champion; Barbara St. Lifer, Bridge Host Committee; and Timmy Kohlberg, Bridge Host Committee 
Bottom (left to right): Jane Sapery, Bridge Host Committee; Judy Seslowe, Bridge Host Committee;  

Debbie Jacoby, Bridge Host Committee; and Susan Spencer, Bridge Host Committee 

seven years ago after living with 
ovarian cancer for many years.  
The winners of the tournament 
were:
   Section A North South – First 
Place: Eda Newhouse and 
Bobby Rose; Second Place: 
Amy Frolick and Elise Luskin. 
Section A East West – First 
Place: Lita Block and Carol 

Kligerman; Second Place: Emily 
Bauer and Susan Smithline. 
Section B North South – First 
Place: Stephanie Levy and 
Sharon Strongin; Second Place 
–Eslyn Bassuk and Judy Soley. 
East West – First Place: Amy Blecher 
and Lottie Sommer; Second Place 
– Susan Fuirst and Elaine Miller. 
  

   The Manhattanville My Soldier pen 
pal program offers the opportunity 
for Americans to “give thanks” by 
giving the gift of friendship and 
support to the brave men and women 
of the military who are deployed 
in hardship areas. The goal of the 
program is to show support for 
troops serving in hardship areas by 
establishing pen-pal relationships 
with them. Participants also get 
something in return... the warm 
feeling that comes from making 
a difference and in the process, 
maybe even a new friend. 
   Richard Berman, Manhattanville 
president and cofounder of the My 
Soldier pen pal program suggests 
that, “Civilians coping with the 
demands of everyday life often 
forget the sacrifice of our soldiers. 
As we pay the rent and go shopping 
and raise our children, we take for 
granted our relative security and 
prosperity compared to the rest of 
the world. Soldiers, however, know 
all too well the chaos and turmoil of 
trouble spots because they witnessed 
it firsthand. By writing letters and 
sending occasional care packages, 
civilians show how grateful we all 
are for everything our soldiers and 
marines do to protect our freedom 
and liberties.” He adds that joining 
the My Soldier program as a 
family can be a meaningful holiday 
activity. “We have had every 
scenario of family participating 
imaginable.” Individuals and groups 
from different generations have 
participated. Writers get to know 
soldier, establishing friendships. 

Giving Thanks to Troops by 
Giving the  

Gift of Friendship

Children learn the values of service 
and community. 
   To participate individually, with 
a group or as a family, sign up at 
www.mysoldier.com. Within a week 
registrants will receive a starter kit 
with guidelines for contacting their 
“adopted” soldier, a bracelet to 
wear as a show of support for their 
soldier until he or she returns home 
safely, and a special embroidered 
hat to send to their soldier with first 
correspondence. The My Soldier 
office notes that the United States 
Post Office (USPS) announced 
December 11, 2008 as the deadline 
to guarantee holiday delivery for 
letters and packages being mailed 
first class to APO/FPO military 
addresses. 
   For more information please visit 
www.mysoldier.com or call (914) 
323-5172. The program is free, 
however for those who can afford 
it, a voluntary donation is requested 
to counter the costs of postage and 
operating expenses.
   Manhattanville College 
w w w . m a n h a t t a n v i l l e . e d u 
offers a rigorous academic 
experience within a nurturing 
environment.  Manhattanville has a 
strong social justice and community 
service focus -- last year students at 
the small school logged over 19,000 
community service hours.  My 
Soldier is a natural outgrowth of 
the school’s mission: to educate 
students to become ethically and 
socially responsible leaders for the 
global community. 

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- 
Westchester County letter carriers in 
conjunction with the American Red 
Cross Westchester County Chapter 
will offer the 
Carrier Alert 
Mail Watch 
Program to 
the elderly 
and disabled.  
Seniors are 
encouraged 
to contact the 
Red Cross at 
914 946-6500 
extension 304 
to register 
for this free 
program.
   When a letter carrier sees 
an accumulation of mail that 
might signify a sudden illness or 
accident, the carrier will report the 
circumstances to the Red Cross 
for follow-up action. They will 
try to contact resident by phone. 
If they cannot be reached, Red 
Cross personnel will try to contact 
a friend or relative that has been 
listed as a contact in the event 
of an emergency. If a friend or a 
relative cannot be reached, Red 
Cross will work in conjunction 
with community agencies such 
as Visiting Nurse Service and the 
Gatekeeper program as well as other 
community agencies to physically 
check on the resident’s health and 
well-being. 

Seniors Encouraged 
to Participate in the 

Carrier Alert Mail Watch 
Program 

   “Carrier Alert,” program is a 
natural extension of the care that 
letter carriers traditionally have 
shown for their customers – not just 

in the delivery 
of their 
mail, but 
also for their 
well-being.  
L e t t e r 
carriers show 
p a r t i c u l a r 
consideration 
for customers 
whose health 
or advanced 
age can make 
them more 
vulnerable . 

Letter carriers complete their 
deliveries before 5 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday at other times 
the Red Cross encourages citizens 
to take the time to look in on their 
elderly neighbors.
   An independent federal agency, 
the U.S. Postal Service is the only 
delivery service that visits every 
address in the nation – 146 million 
homes and businesses. It has 37,000 
retail locations and relies on the sale 
of postage, products and services 
to pay for operating expenses, not 
tax dollars. The Postal Service has 
annual revenues of $75 billion and 
delivers nearly half the world’s 
mail.

   Jeffrey Russ who had spoken at 
the original Environmental Impact 
Statement hearing for LeCount 
Square came back to the final city 
council hearing 
to reiterate his 
views that tall 
buildings for 
LeCount Square 
or anywhere 
else are not 
why people 
move to New 
Rochelle.  This 
is a suburban 
city and anyone 
that wants to live in tall buildings 
can find them in Manhattan.  
People move to the suburbs to get 
away from tall buildings.  
   Acknowledging New Rochelle 
needs redevelopment this proposal 
and other high rise buildings 
according to Russ “went from one 
extreme to the other.”  He wants 
to know why New Rochelle city 
officials “weren’t able to attract a 
more sensible development,” and 
called this LeCount Square project 
“ridiculous.” Considering the 
current banking crisis, he added, 
this is the “worst time to approve 
this project.” 
   There were other concerns brought 
up at the Final Environmental 
Impact Statement (FEIS) hearing 
on November 10 at New Rochelle 
City Hall.  Public safety is a serious 
concern.  The original Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) stated that 
the Police Department said they 
needed between 15 and 20 more 
officers for downtown, while the 
Fire Department felt 20 additional 
officers and a half day ambulance 
were needed. That was in 2006.  
While the Police Department now 
claims they have 3 additional 
officers and 2 community service 
workers, it was after 2006 when 
the city was embarrassed by an 
Easter riot at New Roc and a 
downtown melee. No revised 
figures for public service workers 
needed in the downtown are given 
in this FEIS.  Instead, the authors 
of the report claim, based on the 

LeCount Square:  What 
Will the Final Vote Be?

By Peggy Godfrey 

city’s 2007 budget, 48% of the 
additional tax money this proposal 
would generate can be used 
to hire 8-9 more police officers and 

7-8 firefighters.  
However, it is 
obvious that the 
full number of 
fire and police 
officers requested 
for downtown, 
including  New 
Roc and Trump 
Tower of this 
d e v e l o p e r , 
will amount 

to more than all the tax money 
this project will generate.   The 
taxpayers of the city will have to 
make up the shortfall.  
   An unrealistic projection of 41 
school children for 243 condos 
at a cost of $12,230 per pupil did 
not factor in administrative costs 
or capital expenditures.  What if a 
new school is needed from all the 
downtown development?  Similarly 
the optimistic sales tax projections 
need to be reevaluated because of 
present market conditions.
   Environmental problems have not 
been addressed. There is no testing 
for air pollution, and no wind study.  
The added sewage is acknowledged 
by the need to install a 12” pipe, but 
no mention is made that the sewage 
treatment plant is operating above 
its permit capacity. Obviously the 
proposal will reduce the quality of 
life in the nearby neighborhoods.
   Marjorie Brandon reported that 
the winds in the area of the present 
high rise buildings make it difficult 
to cross at some intersections.  
She also was concerned about 
the possible removable of cement 
islands on North and Huguenot 
Streets.  Mayor Noam Bramson 
said a staff member would look into 
this and report back to her.  With so 
many unresolved issues it is difficult 
to imagine how any City Council 

member could vote affirmatively.  

mailto:info@electdanschorr.com
http://www.electdanschorr.com/
http://www.mysoldier.com/
http://www.mysoldier.com/
http://www.manhattanville.edu/


NOVEMBER 20, 2008 PAGE 5WESTCHESTER TIMES TRIBUNE

Economic Development

From Page 1

Think it through...

Advertise in the Westchester Times Tribune
WTTads@gmail.com

totaling $330,000 savings
* Building demolition
* Special studies
* Training programs
* Special events (parades, festivals, 

holidays)
* Subsidies to community based 
organizations & nonprofits 
* 27% cut to various “supplies 
accounts” totaling $218,000 

savings
* Office supplies
* Equipment supplies
* Data processing
* Hardware 

throughout the numerous hearings 
that asked if there was a resolution 
that authorized the Town Supervisor 
in 1938 to sell the full bed of Fulton 
Ave. These finding must not be 
overlooked or discounted because 
this may prove that WestHab indeed 
does not have clear title. (Please 
refer to the findings in section 2 of 
our response) 
   The Community requests that 
WestHab resubmits a new or 
amended petition for rezoning 
because the original application 
was submitted under false pretences 
that has clearly nullifies its validity. 
We additionally request that a new 
Environmental Assessment Form 
be resubmitted disclosing the new 
findings which in fact cause a 
negative impact on this community 
and which was also prepared under 
false pretences and did not show 
full disclosure. We also ask of the 
Board that due to the expiration in 
September of the funding WestHab 
would receive from the DHCR 
that any decision to rezone this 
parcel be postponed until WestHab 
resubmits their new petition and 
EAF to the town and a new funding 
application to DHCR to examine 
which special needs population this 
project would truly be targeted to. 
This will ensure that there would be 
no negative impact brought upon 
the community, therefore protecting 
the best interest of the community. 
   The Community has recently 
become aware of pertinent 
information that reveals that 
WestHab intentionally and 
wrongfully withheld important 
information. They purposely 
misled and misrepresented this 
project under false pretenses to 
the Community, the Department 
of Community Development and 
Conservation, the Planning Board 
and the Town Board.  In their 
original January 2008 petition for 
rezoning they stated that the project 
was for “Workforce for members of 
the community”, with no mention 
or reference of having to abide to 
a mandatory set aside for a special 
needs population due to funding 
requirements which in this case 
were the homeless. The set aside 
would be for 15% to be filled by the 
homeless  which were referred by 
Westchester County departments 
and or agencies. The Department 
of Social Services committed to 
refer up to nine eligible families. 
The Department of Veterans affairs, 
Hudson Valley Health Care System 
also committed to refer up to nine 
eligible families. Westchester 
County Department of Planning was 
also committed to refer up to seven 
homeless with Section 8 vouchers 
totaling a minimum of 25 vouchers. 
WestHab had stated in several of 

Community Responds to Town Board Resolution Regarding WestHab Petition
the hearings that this would be 
for people earning between 30% 
and 80% AMI using our police, 
firefighters, Municipal workers 
and teachers always as examples. 
In fact there funding shows that 
it would be for a percentage of 
people earning below 30% of 
the AMI which had never been 
mentioned at any of the numerous 
hearings. (Please refer to exhibit 
1 which shows the percentages of 
AMI, the referral letters from each 
Governmental department and or 
agency committed to the project)
   When WestHab presented this 
project to the Planning Board 
WestHab’s Attorney Janet Giris, 
referred to the targeted population 
as community workforce, municipal 
workers , police and firefighters, 
never once mentioning the 
mandatory 15% set aside for special 
needs population/homeless. Mrs. 
Giris again confirmed the target 
population as being Workforce 
municipal workers in the June 11th 
Town Board Hearing, again not 
mentioning the Homeless set aside 
(refer to exhibit 2 page 34 of the 
April 16th Planning Board meeting 
and refer to the June 11 2008 town 
Board minutes that is found in the 
file).  
   When Mr. Sanborn first presented 
the Concept to the Planning Board 
on April 16, 2008 he also made no 
mention or reference to a mandatory 
set aside and or the Homeless or 
Section 8 vouchers. He did state 
that WestHab was addressing 
a particular income range from 
$30,000, to $75,000, a market 
that was being neglected. With no 
mention that the true target were 
the homeless and section 8. He 
did also mention that there would 
be Veterans, but did not elaborate 
that there would be a mandatory 
15% set aside for the Homeless 
and the occupancy of tenants using 
section 8 vouchers due to funding 
requirements (refer to exhibit 2 
pages 47 and 48 of the April 16th 
Planning board minutes).  
   It is the communities opinion that 
WestHab purposely withheld the 
information about the mandatory 
15% set aside for homeless and 
individuals being referred by 
governmental agencies with section 
8 vouchers because they knew that 
if this information would have been 
revealed this project would have 
never been accepted by the town 
due to the negative impact it would 
cause upon the community. They 
instead committed to a campaign of 
misleading and misinformation in 
newspaper articles and amongst the 
community expressing the need for 
Workforce housing for members of 
the community, municipal workers 
teachers, police, firefighters, veterans 

and seniors. They purposely used 
and  misled our Municipal workers 
by posting flyers at their work sites 
to persuade them to come out to 
support this project, giving them 
false sense of hope that they would 
some day get housing there (refer 
to exhibit 3 copy of flyer posted at 
the DPW and Police headquarters). 
By their False representation, lies 
and deceitfulness they obtained 
support from the League of Woman 
Voters and the Working Families 
Parties and several other prominent 
community leaders that were 

misled to believe by WestHab that 
this would be Workforce housing 
for our Greenburgh Workforce, 
( refer to exhibit 3 minutes of the 
April 16th Planning Board hearing, 
testimony of supporters highlighted 
and marked , see file for minuts 
of other hearings for more misled 
support testimony) By promising 
that the housing would be only 
for the communities workforce. 
Thatt would be a violation of the 
DHCR rules of funding which 
was confirmed to us by the a high 
ranking official in the DHCR 
office, we were explained that the 
application process would have to 
be open state wide for anyone that 
met the income requirements and 
tenants would be picked by lottery. 
So no preferential credit would be 
given to any Greenburgh workforce 
member forgoing this would be only 
for the members of the community. 
   The Veteran, Mr. Lutz who testified 
at most of the WestHab hearings 
on WestHabs behalf informing 
everyone on how WestHab gives 
15% set asides for the Veterans. 
He forgot to mention they would 
be homeless.(refer to exhibit 4 
of the April 16th Planning Board 
minutes, Sept. 4th Town Board 
minuts and also on the record of 
the Town Board hearing testimony 
of June 11th hearing) He also was 
the one who finally brought out that 
in reality it was for low and very 
low income tenants which WestHab 
had never voluntarily mentioned 

earlier. Councilman Sheehan June  
11th hearing questioned if it was 
truly for low to very low income 
and WestHab admitted yes, that it 
would be, but again never revealing 
the homeless when having the 
numerous opportunities to do so. 
   The Communities opinion is that 
the Town Board stop and take the 
appropriate time to adopt a official 
definition for “Workforce Housing“ 
before going on to approve the 
application for rezoning of a 
developer who knowingly took 
advantage of the lack of a definition 

of “Workforce Housing” to gain 
a false support base which was 
obtained by lies. We plead with the 
Board to please adopt an official 
definition as soon as possible and 
order WestHab to stop using the 
word “Workforce” to describe 
their project because it is not in 
compliance to the definition that 
was given to the community In 
th “WestHab Questions” Which 
the following statement appears: 
“Workforce housing is a general 
term used to describe residential 
units affordable to those with a 
household income of 80% to 120% 
of the area median income”. This 
definition would be the only viable 
definition that can be referred to and 
used  in  the Town of Greenburgh. 
The official definition should be 
adopted prior to any future decisions 
are made on this petition and or any 
other petition that may come before 
the Town Board or Planning Board. 
   On February 23, 2008 two 
packets were mailed certified mail 
by WestHab to Supervisor Paul 
Fiener. These packets contained 
the funding application that was 
going to be submitted by WestHab 
to the Department of Housing and 
Community Renewal. It clearly 
stated that the funding was based 
on a 15% set aside for the homeless 
(refer to Exhibit 4). Mr. Fiener 
then wrote not one but two letters 
of support and commitment for the 
project for WestHab to submit with 
their funding application to DHCR 

knowing that the project would 
house homeless families (copies 
of the letters were requested under 
FOIL and it was not provided by 
Mr. Feiner’s office).  
   In a letter addressed to the Fulton 
Park community dated January 11, 
2008 Supervisor Feiner advised 
the community that WestHab had 
purchased 22 Tarrytown Rd and 
of their intensions of building a 
Workforce Multi family residence 
there.  At no time did Mr. Feiner 
include any information that there 
would also be homeless residents 
and or Section 8 residing in that 
building (refer to exhibit 5). He 
willfully withheld information 
about the homeless and section 8 
even after threading the Residents 
of Fulton Park that Executive 
Spano would be placing homeless 
there if this project was not 
approved. That gravely disturbs 
the community knowing what we 
know today that there would be 
homeless there no matter what. He 
knew about the commitment letters 
from the Counties Social Services 
Department and Veterans Services 
to place homeless which was clearly 
part of the funding application. and 
conveniently kept it to himself 
knowing what a negative impact this 
would have on the Town he swore 
to protect. Mr. Feiner new about 
the Westhelp agreement which 
says there cannot be any homeless 
within the 2 mile radius of the 
Westhelp homeless shelter located 
on the Westchester Community 
College Campus. Fulton Park is in 
that two mile radius and it would 
not be replacement housing because 
the building it once occupied 
would no longer exist). But yet 
again he kept quiet even after he 
had mentioned it in a May 9, 2008 
letter to the Fulton Park community 
proclaiming there would be no 
section 8 and this would only be for 
working people earning between 
$30,000. and $70,000. a year. In a 
May 8, 2008 Times Tribune letter 
to the Editor Mr. Feiner wrote, 
“This is Workforce Housing. This 
is not homeless housing. This is not 
Section 8 housing. This is housing 
for working people that are starting 
their careers.” On September 4, 
2008 at a WestHab hearing at Town 
Hall Mr. Feiner admitted his mind 
was made up on the project and 
he would have accepted a larger 
building. He also said,
   “ If I ever thought there was 
one percent chance that it would 
have a negative impact on the 
community or have property 
values or whatever, I would vote 
against it.” Mr. Feiner said this 
before the Community discovered 
that homeless would be going in 
the building. That is more than 

one percent negative impact on our 
community and Mr. Feiner is known 
to keep his word hopefully not only 
to the developers but to the residents 
he works for.(refer to exhibit 5 for 
copies of Mr. Feiner’s letter, news 
article and minutes). Mr. Feiner has 
also mentioned at the November 3, 
2008 work session WestHab will 
draft an agreement to not have 
homeless occupying 22 Tarrytown 
Rd. What Mr. Feiner must know if 
he read the Funding application he 
received from WestHab is that after 
the project is completed WestHab 
Inc. will transfer the deed to a new 
entity named 22 Tarrytown Rd. 
LLC.(refer to Exhibit 6 P2). In 
which WestHab will only be one 
of three partners in the venture. In 
doing this any agreement entered 
by WestHab Inc. with the Town 
would no longer be enforceable 
and has no realistic significance to 
this community. WestHab’s word 
or guarantees should no longer be 
trusted based on their past actions. 
   The community’s opinion is that 
Mr. Feiner knowingly and willingly 
was complicit with WestHab to 
cover up that Homeless would be 
occupying 22 Tarrytown Rd. due 
to the repercussions on the project 
if the information would have been 
known and he has made up his 
mind about this project and does 
not intend to give up even after he 
has been presented numerous items 
of proof of the negative impact. 
Who is Mr. Feiner looking out for 
the Community or the Developers?  
   In closing, it is the communities 
request that WestHab have the 
opportunity to come out and defend 
their actions to the Town Board 
and the community on the record. 
They also have a need to explain 
what future plans they have for this 
project knowing they no longer 
have funding from the State of New 
York and what they will be doing to 
guarantee new funding.  They also 
need to explain how this project 
would be managed by the new 
ownership after title is passed onto 
the new partnership 22 Tarrytown 
Rd. LLC. which was never 
discussed in the Public hearings. 
All these things are crucial and 
pertinent in making a well informed 
decision on the viability of this 
project. We hope the Town Board 
considers and accepts our requests 
in this matter and that the Board 
is willing to show the community 
of Greenburgh that they are truly 
willing to do what is right and not 
compromise the integrity of the 
Town. 

Mayor Announces Mid-Year Budget Cuts in Response to Financial Crisis
From Page 1

* Audio / visual 
* Elimination of tuition / board / 
travel expenses totaling $86,000 
savings
* Elimination of internship 
programs totaling $90,000
* Take home vehicle reduction 
approximately $50,000 savings
* Cell phone reductions & 
renegotiated contract resulting in 
$60,000 annual savings
* Discretionary contract expense 
account savings $370,000
Additional Deficit Closing 
Measures
* Freeze on purchasing
* Reopening union contracts 
(requires union support)
* Renegotiating vendor contracts 
* Change or reduction in work 
hours (requires union support)
* Closing or limiting operating 
hours of facilities 
* Cutting or eliminating nonessential 
programs 
* Non-Personnel Board of Education 
Cuts Totaling $1.5 Million:
* Elimination of senior 
administrative positions producing 
$250,000 in savings
* Reduce OT/extra pay resulting in 
$250,000 savings
* Projected fuel oil savings of 
$500,000

* Reduce lunch fund subsidy of 
$100,000
* Freeze of purchasing supplies/
textbooks resulting in $400,000 
savings
* Elimination of professional 
conference financed by general 
fund - TBD
* 2nd Round of Budget Cuts: 
Workforce Reductions by Year’s 
End
   Nearly three-quarters of the 
municipal operating budget is 
associated with labor including 
salaries and fringe benefits. Mayor 
Amicone said it will be impossible to 
close the projected $16 million gap 
for the current fiscal year without 
reducing labor costs substantially. 
Unfortunately, he said, this means 
the city will be forced to make 
workforce reductions before the 
end of the calendar year. 
* 200 - 300 layoffs from all city 
departments
* Elimination of planned police 
academy class for 2009
* Expansion of the hiring freeze 
to include all positions and 
departments
   “When we proposed the budget 
for this fiscal year, we presented 
a conservative spending plan that 
addressed the needs of Yonkers’ 

businesses and residents through the 
continued operation and distribution 
of services. However, as financial 
data from the first quarter has 
come in, it is now obvious that our 
revenue and expense projections 
must be adjusted in order to keep 
the city financially solvent,” said 
Mayor Amicone.
“The gravity of the budget situation 
requires us to make hard choices 
that will not be popular. The truth 
is that failing to take these actions 
would only result in much harder 
times ahead. Without action, we risk 
further damage to our economy, our 
quality of life and possibly a state 
imposed financial control board. 
Be assured that my administration, 
including all of our commissioners 
and department heads, will work 
diligently and in cooperation with 
the City Council to minimize the 
impact of the current financial crisis 
on our city and its residents.” 
Click here to review the Fiscal Year 
2009 First Quarter Financial Report 
including the mayor’s mid-year 
budget cut proposals submitted to 
the City Council on Wednesday.
Click here to review Fiscal 
Year 2009 First Quarter Budget 
Projections and financial data.

http://www.yonkersny.gov/Modules/ShowDocument.aspx?documentid=3920
http://www.yonkersny.gov/Modules/ShowDocument.aspx?documentid=3920
http://www.yonkersny.gov/Modules/ShowDocument.aspx?documentid=3920
http://www.yonkersny.gov/Modules/ShowDocument.aspx?documentid=3920
http://www.yonkersny.gov/Modules/ShowDocument.aspx?documentid=3920
http://www.yonkersny.gov/Modules/ShowDocument.aspx?documentid=3922
http://www.yonkersny.gov/Modules/ShowDocument.aspx?documentid=3922
http://www.yonkersny.gov/Modules/ShowDocument.aspx?documentid=3922
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Marine Visits  
Ward Elementary School Classroom

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- 
Corporal Ross Abramowitz of 
New Rochelle who has served two 
tours of duty in Iraq during his 
three-and-a half-years serving in 
the U.S. Marine Corps., made time 
to visit Dr. Gail Guttman’s fourth 
grade class at the William B. Ward 
Elementary School on November 
13.  As Corporal Abramowitz 
showed the class a slide show of 
Iraq he described the country and 
its people he had seen, and easily 
responded to students’ questions 
about the foreign country and his 
military service.  Corporal Ross 
Abramowitz is a former student of 
the William B. Ward Elementary 
School. 

YONKERS, NY -- Mayor Phil 
Amicone today named two new 
trustee appointments to the Board 
of Education: Paresh Patel, an 
engineer with two children in the 
public school system, and Nydia 
Perez, a financial professional with 
strong ties to the community.
   Both vacancy appointments, Patel 
will replace former trustee John 
Flynn whose spot has been open 
since May, while Perez will fill the 
remainder of the term of former 
trustee Robert Greco who stepped 
down last month for professional 
reasons.
   “I am honored to be able to 
make such quality appointments 
to the Board of Trustees. These 
are two people I know will serve 
the people of Yonkers, especially 
the 24,000 children in our public 
school system, with dedication and 
a deep a sense of purpose toward 
continuing the great strides the 
Yonkers Public School System is 
making in becoming a model for 
public education,” said Mayor Phil 
Amicone.
   Patel, 43, is a twenty-year veteran 
of the MTA’s New York City 
Transit agency where he’s worked 
as an engineer in various capacities 
and is currently employed as 
Superintendent of Planning and 
Production. He earned an M.E. from 
City College of the City University 
of New York and is also a certified 

Mayor Amicone Names Two Trustees to 
Yonkers Board of Education

(L-R): New trustee Paresh Patel, Superintendent Bernard Pierorazio,  
new trustee Nydia Perez, Mayor Phil Amicone, existing  

trustee Debra Martinez.

physician’s assistant.
   Perez, 56, is a former vice president 
with Chase Manhattan Bank and has 
worked in the finance and banking 
industry for nearly forty years. She 
is very active in numerous business 
and community organizations 
that include the New York State 
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, 
Hispanic Women Leaders of 
Westchester, Audubon Partnership 
for Economic Development and 
Dominican American Chamber of 
Commerce. 
   “I am humbled by the confidence 
the Mayor has shown in me and 
assure both he and the people of 

Yonkers that I will live up to the 
expectations placed upon me,” 
remarked Patel. “I am eager to 
begin the task with which I have 
been entrusted-making quality 
public education a dependable and 
exemplary resource for this city’s 
many youth.”
   Perez added, “Ensuring a quality 
public education for every child is 
a fundamental commitment I know 
the mayor and the Yonkers Public 
School System take very seriously 
and I am excited to be a part of 
what’s happening with the public 
schools.”

file:///Westchester%20TT-Base/WTT-Vol.2%20Issue66/Articles/WTTads@gmail.com
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Paterson’s deficit reduction plan, 
2008-09 All Funds spending would 
still total $119.2 billion, an increase 
of $3.1 billion or 2.7 percent 
over the previous year. State 
Operating Funds spending would 
total $77.0 billion, an increase 
of $1.9 billion or 2.5 percent. 
Inflation is currently projected 
to be 4.2 percent for 2008-09. 
   Governor Paterson continued: 
“The unfortunate reality is that 
many worthy programs with 
laudable goals, some of which I 
have supported in the past, will have 
to experience reductions in funding. 
These are not decisions that I have 
made lightly. With the State facing 
the largest deficits in its history, we 
have no other option but to make 
these tough but necessary choices. 
In times like this, government needs 
to put the public interest ahead of 
special interests - this budget plan 
tackles this financial crisis head-on 
and addresses the State’s collective 
needs for fiscal responsibility.”
Governor Paterson’s plan 
includes the following major 
components. A full listing of all 
proposed actions is also attached. 
School Aid (Fiscal Year 2008-09 
Savings: $585 million, Fiscal Year 
2009-10 Savings: $844 million). 
   The deficit reduction plan would 
decrease the rate of growth in 
School Aid in the 2008-09 School 
Year by $836 million ($585 million 
in the 2008-09 State Fiscal Year). 
Even after these actions, 2008-09 
School Year School Aid would still 
increase by $1.0 billion or 5 percent 
compared to 2007-08 and total 
$20.7 billion. Moreover, the level 
of School Aid spending statewide 
in 2008-09 would represent an 
increase of $6.2 billion or 43 percent 
compared to 2003-04. According to 
the US Census Bureau, New York 
spent on average $14,884 per pupil 
on its public schools in 2006 – the 
highest amount of any State and 63 
percent above the national average.  
Medicaid/Health Care (2008-
09 Savings: $572 million, 
2009-10 Savings $1.2 billion).  
   The deficit reduction plan 
recommends $1.8 billion in 
Medicaid and other health 
care savings over the next two 
years. Major actions include 
reducing reimbursement rates and 
eliminating trend factor increases 
across all sectors, recouping Early 
Intervention overpayments from 
New York City, using unspent 
Graduate Medical Education (GME) 
funds for financial plan relief, and 
discontinuing funding for several 
HCRA programs. Additionally, to 
ensure that the insurance industry 
contributes its fair share of 
savings, assessments levied upon 
that industry will be increased.  
   Even after these actions, 2008-
09 State Funds Medicaid spending 

is still expected to increase over 
the next year by $145 million or 1 
percent to $15.3 billion. Additionally, 
State Funds Medicaid spending is 
still projected to increase by $1.5 
billion or 10 percent in 2009-10. 
Other Education-related 
Programs (2008-09 
Savings: $36 million, 2009-
10 Savings: $16 million).  
   The deficit reduction plan 
recommends a number of other 
savings actions in education-related 
areas outside of School Aid. These 
include reduced funding for grants 
awarded by the NYS Council 
on the Arts by $7 million and 
reduced funding for Bundy Aid to 
private colleges and universities 
by $2 million. It would also reduce 
library aid by $20 million on a one-
time basis and continue to provide 
reimbursement to non-public 
schools for attendance-taking 
consistent with the methodology 
used in 2007-08 thereby saving $7 
million.
Higher Education (2008-09 
Savings: $115 million, 2009-
10 Savings: $233 million).  
   The deficit reduction plan 
recommends increasing both 
SUNY (from $4,350 to $4,950) and 
CUNY (from $4,000 to $4,600) 
annual undergraduate tuition by 
$600. Tuition for these institutions 
has not been increased since 2003-
04, and before that in 1995-96. 
Spring 2009 tuition will increase 
by $300. The full annual $600 
increase would become effective 
in the following academic year. 
   The new recommended tuition 
rates are below 2003-04 levels after 
adjusting for inflation ($5,100 for 
SUNY, $4,700 for CUNY), and also 
below those at all public colleges 
in the Northeast and Mid-Atlantic 
regions. Moreover, even after this 
increase, SUNY and CUNY tuition 
would still be below the $5,000 
threshold for Tuition Assistance 
Program (TAP) awards, ensuring 
that the neediest students would have 
their entire tuition costs covered. 
   In a departure from more than 
30-year old practice of using 100 
percent of the revenue resulting 
from tuition increases to offset 
General Fund spending on higher 
education, SUNY and CUNY will 
be allowed to retain 10 percent of 
the fiscal benefit from the 2008-09 
spring semester increase and 20 
percent of the full annual increase in 
2009-10 for increased investment. 
   Commensurate with the 10 percent 
reduction in operating support for 
SUNY and CUNY senior colleges 
already enacted earlier this year, 
the plan also reduces per-student 
base aid to community colleges 
by an average of 10 percent, from 
$2,675 to an average of $2,405. To 
recognize the disproportionately 
adverse impact that this reduction 

could have on smaller community 
colleges if applied in an across-the-
board fashion, legislation will be 
proposed to reduce the impact of 
the proposal on these colleges, as 
follows: colleges with fewer than 
3,000 full time equivalent students 
will have their base aid payments 
reduced by $160 per student; 
colleges with between 3,000 and 
6,000 students will have their base 
aid payments 
reduced by 
$230; and 
colleges with 
more than 
6,000 students 
will have 
their base 
aid payments 
r e d u c e d 
by $300. 
After these 
r e d u c t i o n s , 
total State base 
operating aid 
support for 
c o m m u n i t y 
colleges will be 
$580 million.  
L o c a l 
Governments 
( 2 0 0 8 - 0 9 
S a v i n g s : 
$134 million, 
2 0 0 9 - 1 0 
Savings: $110 million).  
   The deficit reduction plan 
includes several actions related 
to local governments. The 
proposal eliminates $41 million in 
additional Aid and Incentives for 
Municipalities (AIM) funding for 
New York City that was added in 
the 2008-09 Enacted Budget. New 
York City will still receive an AIM 
payment of $205 million in 2008-09. 
   For municipalities outside of New 
York City, the plan would maintain 
2009-10 AIM payments at 2008-
09 levels, eliminating a previously 
scheduled $61 million increase. 
Even after these actions, AIM 
payments outside of NYC would 
still total $755 million in 2009-
10, an increase of $290 million 
or 62 percent compared to 2004-
05. Governor   Paterson is also 
proposing to reduce 2009-10 VLT 
Impact Aid for 17 municipalities 
by 50 percent compared to 2008-
09 levels and limit eligibility for 
this program to municipalities 
that already participate. Yonkers 
would not be impacted by this VLT 
Impact Aid proposal. Although 
these actions will not provide 
savings in the 2008-09 fiscal year, 
Governor Paterson believes it is 
important to enact these reductions 
now so that local governments will 
have an opportunity to prepare for 
these changes in State aid before 
the beginning of their 2009 fiscal 
years and to modify their spending 
accordingly to find cost efficiencies. 
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Workforce (2008-09 
Savings: $137 million, 2009-
10 Savings: $167 million). 
   Governor Paterson will partner 
with State employee unions to 
reduce personnel costs, and has 
proposed the following actions 
for collective bargaining: delaying 
salary payments for five-days worth 
of work during the current fiscal 
year until an employee leaves State 

service, and 
withholding 
the 3 percent, 
2 0 0 9 - 1 0 
salary increase 
p r e v i o u s l y 
n e g o t i a t e d 
with several 
unions before 
the State’s 
f i n a n c e s 
deteriorated to 
their current 
level. He has 
proposed the 
f o l l o w i n g 
actions that 
do not require 
c o l l e c t i v e 
b a rg a i n i n g : 
r e q u i r i n g 
new State 
e m p l o y e e 
retirees to 
pay for a 

greater portion of their health care 
costs; requiring State employees 
and retirees to contribute to the 
Medicare Part B premiums; and 
rescinding a vacation exchange 
program for Management/
Confidential employees. 
Human Services (2008-09 
Savings: $20 million, 2009-
10 Savings: $75 million).  
   In the area of human services, major 
recommendations include partially 
reducing a cost-of-living adjustment 
for human service providers from 
3.2 percent to 2.2 percent; reducing 
funding for the Neighborhood 
Preservation Program and Rural 
Preservation Program; delaying the 
phase-in of the “Bridges to Health” 
program; and eliminating a $3.0 
million operating subsidy for the 
New York State Housing Authority 
(NYCHA), which has a $2.8 billion 
operating budget. Currently, no 
other local housing authority 
in the State besides NYCHA 
receives an operating subsidy.  
   Governor Paterson is 
recommending several actions 
that will help right-size the Office 
of Children and Family Services’ 
(OCFS) juvenile justice system. 
These actions include:
* Closing Six Underutilized 
Youth Facilities: The Adirondack 
Residential Center in Clinton County, 
the Cattaraugus Residential Center 
and Great Valley Residential Center 
in Cattaraugus County, the Pyramid 
Reception Center in the Bronx, the 

Rochester Community Residential 
Home in Monroe County, and the 
Syracuse Community Residential 
Home in Onondaga County. 
* Downsizing Two Underutilized 
Youth Facilities: The Allen 
Residential Center in Delaware 
County and the Tryon Residential 
Center in Fulton County. 
*  Closing Three Underutilized 
Evening Reporting Centers: These 
include the Capital District Evening 
Reporting Center in Albany County, 
the Buffalo Evening Reporting 
Center in Erie County, and the 
Syracuse Evening Reporting Center 
in Onondaga County. 
   The facilities recommended for 
closure or downsizing have an 
average vacancy rate of 63 percent. 
Great Valley and Rochester have 
100 percent vacancy rates. 
   Overall, these actions will result in 
a 255 full-time equivalent reduction 
in the size of the OCFS workforce. 
The agency will make all possible 
efforts to ensure that this reduction 
is achieved through attrition. 
   Other Actions (2008-09 
Savings: $424 million, 2009-
10 Savings: $514 million).  
The deficit reduction plan 
also includes a number of 
other actions in the areas of 
environmental conservation, 
economic development, 
and financial management. 
   During the August 2008 special 
session, funding for most new 
executive and legislative programs 
was reduced across-the-board by 50 
percent and 6 percent, respectively. 
Governor Paterson is recommending 
reducing new legislative programs 
by 50 percent of remaining spending, 
commensurate with the reduction 
enacted for new executive programs.  
    Governor Paterson is also proposing 
to expand the current 5-cent deposit 
on beer and soda containers to 
water and other non-carbonated 
beverages, capture all unclaimed 
deposits, and use that funding to 
offset other financial support to the 
Environmental Protection Fund. 
Additionally, spending in the EPF 
would be reduced by $50 million, 
which would be transferred to the 
General Fund. Notwithstanding 
these budgetary actions, the EPF 
is still projected to have a year-
end balance of $34 million, and 
there will be no impact on any 
current funding commitments 
for environmental conservation. 
   Governor Paterson’s plan 
would reduce funding for several 
economic development initiatives, 
including local tourism matching 
grants ($1.5 million), JOBS Now 
($1.5 million), the Focus Research 
Center at Albany Nanotech/
RPI ($2.6 million), Technology 
Transfer ($1 million), and Faculty 
Development programs ($1 million). 
It is also recommended that the 

Centers for Applied Research and 
Technology program be allowed 
to expire at the end of 2008, 
providing savings of $900,000.  
   Other proposals include 
transferring excess revenues from 
certain State authorities and special 
revenue accounts into the General 
Fund, including the New York 
Power Authority ($40 million in 
2008-09, $25 million in 2009-
10) the Dormitory Authority ($6 
million in 2008-09), the Office of 
Temporary Disability Assistance’s 
federal administration account 
for child support enforcement 
activities ($100 million in 2008-09, 
$5 million in 2009-10), the Battery 
Park City Authority ($20 million in 
2008-09, $250 million in 2009-10), 
and the Empire State Development 
Corporation ($60 million in 
2008-09, $8 million in 2009-10). 
Transferring funds from the Battery 
Park City Authority would be 
negotiated with that organization’s 
board, the Office of the New York 
City Mayor and the Office of 
the New York City Comptroller. 
It is expected that any potential 
transaction regarding the BPCA 
would include a comparable financial 
benefit for New York City as well.  
   Additionally, $50 million in eligible 
capital expenses for affordable 
housing previously anticipated to be 
financed on a pay-as-you-go basis 
will be financed through bonding.  
   “Thus far, in partnership with the 
Legislature, New York has acted 
swiftly and responsibly to respond 
to a deteriorating fiscal environment. 
And we must do so again at next 
week’s special session by making 
hard choices, not looking for easy 
answers,” said Governor Paterson.  
    Governor Paterson continued: 
“Raiding our $1.2 billion in rainy 
day reserves sounds logical, but 
doing so would provide only a 
fraction of the funds we need, 
does nothing to address next year’s 
record deficits, threatens our State’s 
good credit rating, and leaves us 
with no options to meet year-end 
expenses if the downturn is worse 
than expected. Delaying action in 
hopes of help from Washington 
sounds sensible, but doing so sends 
a message to our nation’s leaders 
that we aren’t willing to solve our 
own problems. Raising taxes in 
special session sounds easy, but 
ignores the fact that overspending 
is at the root of our problem.”  

Full Detail on the Governor’s 
Proposals can be found on the web 

at: www.budget.state.ny.us.

Raising taxes in 
special session sounds 
easy, but ignores the 
fact that overspending 
is at the root of our 
problem.

— Governor 
David A. Paterson

$700 billion bailout of the banking 
system. Two months later, as the Fed 
lends far more than that in separate 
rescue programs that didn’t require 
approval by Congress, Americans 
have no idea where their money is 
going or what securities the banks 
are pledging in return. 
   ``The collateral is not being 
adequately disclosed, and that’s 
a big problem,’’ said Dan Fuss, 
vice chairman of Boston- based 
Loomis Sayles & Co., where he co-
manages $17 billion in bonds. ̀ `In a 
liquid market, this wouldn’t matter, 
but we’re not. The market is very 
nervous and very thin.’’ 
   Bloomberg News has requested 
details of the Fed lending under the 
U.S. Freedom of Information Act 
and filed a federal lawsuit Nov. 7 
seeking to force disclosure. 
The Fed made the loans under 
terms of 11 programs, eight of them 
created in the past 15 months, in the 
midst of the biggest financial crisis 
since the Great Depression. 
   ``It’s your money; it’s not the 
Fed’s money,’’ said billionaire 
Ted Forstmann, senior partner of 
Forstmann Little & Co. in New 
York. ``Of course there should be 
transparency.’’ 
Treasury, Fed, Obama 
   Federal Reserve spokeswoman 
Michelle Smith declined to comment 
on the loans or the Bloomberg 
lawsuit. Treasury spokeswoman 
Michele Davis didn’t respond to a 
phone call and an e-mail seeking 
comment. 
   President-elect Barack Obama’s 
economic adviser, Jason Furman, 
also didn’t respond to an e-mail 
and a phone call seeking comment 
from Obama. In a Sept. 22 
campaign speech, Obama promised 
to ``make our government open 
and transparent so that anyone 
can ensure that our business is the 
people’s business.’’ 
   The Fed’s lending is significant 
because the central bank has 
stepped into a rescue role that was 

Fed Defies Transparency Aim in Refusal to Disclose

also the purpose of the $700 billion 
Troubled Asset Relief Program, 
or TARP, bailout plan -- without 
safeguards put into the TARP 
legislation by Congress. 
Total Fed lending topped $2 
trillion for the first time last week 
and has risen by 140 percent, or 
$1.172 trillion, in the seven weeks 
since Fed governors relaxed the 
collateral standards on Sept. 14. The 
difference includes a $788 billion 
increase in loans to banks through 
the Fed and $474 billion in other 
lending, mostly through the central 
bank’s purchase of Fannie Mae and 
Freddie Mac bonds. 
Sept. 14 Decision 
   Before Sept. 14, the Fed accepted 
mostly top-rated government and 
asset-backed securities as collateral. 
After that date, the central bank 
widened standards to accept other 
kinds of securities, some with lower 
ratings. The Fed collects interest on 
all its loans. 
The plan to purchase distressed 
securities through TARP called 
for buying at the ``lowest price 
that the secretary (of the Treasury) 
determines to be consistent with the 
purposes of this Act,’’ according 
to the Emergency Economic 
Stabilization Act of 2008, the law 
that covers TARP. 
   The legislation didn’t require any 
specific method for the purchases 
beyond saying mechanisms such as 
auctions or reverse auctions should 
be used ``when appropriate.’’ In 
a reverse auction, bidders offer to 
sell securities at successively lower 
prices, helping to ensure that the Fed 
would pay less. The measure also 
included a five-member oversight 
board that includes Paulson and 
Bernanke. 
At a Sept. 23 Senate Banking 
Committee hearing in Washington, 
Paulson called for transparency in 
the purchase of distressed assets 
under the TARP program. 
`We Need Transparency’ 
   ̀ `We need oversight,’’ Paulson told 

lawmakers. ``We need protection. 
We need transparency. I want it. We 
all want it.’’ 
   At a joint House-Senate hearing 
the next day, Bernanke also stressed 
the importance of openness in the 
program. ``Transparency is a big 
issue,’’ he said. 
The Fed lent cash and government 
bonds to banks, which gave the Fed 
collateral in the form of equities 
and debt, including subprime 
and structured securities such as 
collateralized debt obligations, 
according to the Fed Web site. 
The borrowers have included the 
now-bankrupt Lehman Brothers 
Holdings Inc., Citigroup Inc. and 
JPMorgan Chase & Co. 
   Banks oppose any release of 
information because it might signal 
weakness and spur short-selling 
or a run by depositors, said Scott 
Talbott, senior vice president of 
government affairs for the Financial 
Services Roundtable, a Washington 
trade group. 
Frank Backs Fed 
   ``You have to balance the need 
for transparency with protecting 
the public interest,’’ Talbott said. 
``Taxpayers have a right to know 
where their tax dollars are going, 
but one piece of information 
standing alone could undermine 
public confidence in the system.’’ 
The nation’s biggest banks, 
Citigroup, Bank of America Corp., 
JPMorgan Chase, Wells Fargo & 
Co., Goldman Sachs Group Inc. 
and Morgan Stanley, declined to 
comment on whether they have 
borrowed money from the Fed. 
They received $120 billion in 
capital from the TARP, which was 
signed into law Oct. 3. 
   In an interview Nov. 6, House 
Financial Services Committee 
Chairman Barney Frank said the 
Fed’s disclosure is sufficient and 
that the risk the central bank is 
taking on is appropriate in the 
current economic climate. Frank 
said he has discussed the program 

with Timothy F. Geithner, president 
and chief executive officer of the 
Federal Reserve Bank of New York 
and a possible candidate to succeed 
Paulson as Treasury secretary. 
   ``I talk to Geithner and he was 
pretty sure that they’re OK,’’ said 
Frank, a Massachusetts Democrat. 
``If the risk is that the Fed takes 
a little bit of a haircut, well that’s 
regrettable.’’ Such losses would be 
acceptable, he said, if the program 
helps revive the economy. 
`Unclog the Market’ 
   Frank said the Fed shouldn’t 
reveal the assets it holds or how it 
values them because of ``delicacy 
with respect to pricing.’’ He said 
such disclosure would ̀ `give people 
clues to what your pricing is and 
what they might be able to sell us 
and what your estimates are.’’   He 
wouldn’t say why he thought that 
information would be problematic. 
   Revealing how the Fed values 
collateral could help thaw frozen 
credit markets, said Ron D’Vari, 
chief executive officer of NewOak 
Capital LLC in New York and the 
former head of structured finance at 
BlackRock Inc. 
   ̀ `I’d love to hear the methodology, 
how the Fed priced the assets,’’ 
D’Vari said. ``That would unclog 
the market very quickly.’’ 
   TARP’s $700 billion so far is being 
used to buy preferred shares in 
banks to shore up their capital. The 
program was originally intended to 
hold banks’ troubled assets while 
markets were frozen. 
AIG Lending 
   The Bloomberg lawsuit argues 
that the collateral lists ``are central 
to understanding and assessing 
the government’s response to 
the most cataclysmic financial 
crisis in America since the Great 
Depression.’’ 
   The Fed has lent at least $81 billion 
to American International Group 
Inc., the world’s largest insurer, 
so that it can pay obligations to 
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Smith is still clueless about the creation of wealth.

banks. AIG today said it received 
an expanded government rescue 
package valued at more than $150 
billion. 
The central bank is also responsible 
for losses on a $26.8 billion portfolio 
guaranteed after Bear Stearns Cos. 
was bought by JPMorgan. 
   ``As a taxpayer, it is absolutely 
important that we know how 
they’re lending money and who 
they’re lending it to,’’ said Lucy 
Dalglish, executive director of 
the Arlington, Virginia- based 
Reporters Committee for Freedom 
of the Press. 
Ratings Cuts 
   Ultimately, the Fed will have to 
remove some securities held as 
collateral from some programs 
because the central bank’s rules 
call for instruments rated below 
investment grade to be taken back 
by the borrower and marked down 
in value. Losses on those assets 
could then be written off, partly 
through the capital recently injected 
into those banks by the Treasury. 
   Moody’s Investors Service alone 
has cut its ratings on 926 mortgage-
backed securities worth $42 billion 

Fed Defies Transparency...

to lead the global effort to build a 
stronger and more just international 
order. The transatlantic relationship 
has been the engine of effective 
multilateralism for the past 50 
years.
   “As America stands at its own 
dawn of hope, so let that hope be 
fulfilled through a pact with the 
wider world to lead and shape the 
21st century as the century of a 
truly global society. And I believe 
the whole of Europe can work 
closely with America to meet the 
great challenges which will test 
our resolution and illuminate our 
convictions.”
   Prime Minister Brown set out 
the five great challenges the world 
now faces: the need to reassert 
faith in democracy and win the 
battle of ideas against terrorism and 
extremism; the need to strengthen 
the global economy; tackling 
climate change; resolving conflict 
and the need for a new stabilization 
and reconstruction agency ready, 
through civilian as well as military 
assistance, to rebuild conflict-ridden 
and fragile states; and meeting the 
Millenium Development Goals.
   On the economy Prime Minister 
Brown said:
“As the world’s financial system 
works through this night of 
uncertainty towards a new 
dawn - we must use the power 
of multilateralism to establish 
a global consensus on a new, 
decisive and systemic approach to 
strengthening the global economy. 
An approach which I believe should 
be built around five key stages: the 
recapitalization of banks and their 
resumption of lending to families 
and businesses; better international 
co-ordination of fiscal and monetary 
policy; immediate action to stop 
the spread of the financial crisis to 
middle-income countries, building 
agreement for a new facility for 
the IMF; urgent agreement on a 
trade deal and rejection of beggar-
thy-neighbor protectionism that 
has been a feature in transforming 
past crises into deep recessions; 
and a restoration of confidence by 
addressing the root causes of the 
instability through reform of the 
global financial system based on the 
principles of transparency, integrity, 
responsibility, sound banking 
practice and global governance 
with co-ordination across borders.
“In Washington this weekend, the 
British Government will work 
with its G20 partners to establish 
that consensus and with it to begin 
to build a new Bretton Woods 
with a new IMF that offers, by its 
surveillance of every economy, an 
early warning system and a crisis 
prevention mechanism for the 
whole world.”
Read full speech: 
   My Lord Mayor, my late Lord 
Mayor, your Grace, my Lord 
Chancellor, your Excellencies, my 
Lords, Aldermen, Sheriffs, Chief 
Commoner, ladies and gentlemen.
These last weeks and months will 
be studied by generations to come. 
Historians will look back and say 
this was no ordinary time but a 
defining moment: an unprecedented 
period of global change, a time 
when one chapter ended and another 
began - for nations; for continents; 
for the whole world.
   To us falls the challenge of leading 
Britain through the first financial 
crisis of this new global age and, 
as reflected in the huge volatility in 
the price of  commodities, its first 
resources crisis too.
   But these crises reflect underlying 
and unprecedented transformations 
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in our world:
- the rise of Asia and the shift 
of global manufacturing power; 
- growing resource 
pressures - from oil to food; 
- the undeniable reality 
of climate change; and 
- new political instabilities and 
conflicts
   All accompanied by the growing 
gap between rich and poor 
countries; and of course by the 
impact of new technology and the 
rise of the internet giving millions 
of people for the first time the 
ability to communicate, do business 
and organize across frontiers.
   The range, complexity and 
impact of these forces underline 
just how much we are taking the 
first tentative steps towards what I 
will call a global society. And that 
what is at stake now is not just 
the success and legitimacy of our 
global economy but ultimately the 
prosperity and security of nations 
and communities in every corner of 
the world.
The decisions we make now will re-
shape our societies in all probability 
for decades and more.
   And we have a choice: to retreat 
or advance; to turn inwards or to 
look outwards; to be cowed by our 
fears or led by our hopes.
   The world today can seem a 
daunting place - and when people 
feel buffeted or bewildered by the 
scale of the changes it can seem 
easy to retreat into the outworn and 
failed responses of yesterday - to a 
time of pessimism, protectionism 
and retrenchment.
But we could make a far better 
choice.
   I want this to become the moment 
when we rise to the new challenges 
by purposeful visionary and 
international leadership, leaving 
behind the orthodoxies of yesterday. 
And embracing new ideas to create 
a better tomorrow: not as victims of 
history but as shapers of an open, 
free trade, flexible globalization that 
is also inclusive and sustainable.
For while today so much looks grey 
or dark in the global economy we 
should not forget that we are in the 
midst of an economic transition to a 
new global age: whatever happens 
now, it is likely that in the next 
two decades the world economy 
will double in size. And that means 
twice as many opportunities for 
good businesses and twice as many 
opportunities for men and women 
with new ideas to market. And 
as many as one thousand million 
new jobs for skilled workers will 
be created. So this is the other 
side of globalization - not just the 
insecurities we know about but the 
opportunities, the promise it holds 
for tomorrow.
   And it is, indeed, possible to 
see the threats and challenges 
we face today as the difficult 
birth-pangs of a new global 
order - and our task now nothing 
less than making the necessarily 
painful transition through a new 
internationalism to a more collegial, 
collaborative and opportunity-
rich global society, not muddling 
through as pessimists but, as 
optimists, making the necessary 
adjustment to a better future.
Since the financial crisis began it 
has dominated the agenda. I have 
traveled perhaps more than I had 
planned to. But all in the protection 
of the British economy, British jobs 
and firms, British living standards — 
knowing the livelihoods of British 
families and businesses is shaped in 
an ever more interdependent world.
   And so we can see this year as 

definitive in another way: the 
year where we not only came to 
recognize our deep and irreversible 
interdependence, each nation with 
other nations , but acted upon 
it: nations agreeing not just on 
high aspirations but on practical 
actions; governments ready to 
act collectively and quickly to 
take radical - indeed previously 
unthinkable - measures to avert 
global meltdown; discovering a 
common purpose amid the necessity 
of dealing with the financial crisis; 
but a common approach forged first 
to deal with the financial crisis but 
one that will, I believe enable us to 
respond positively also to climate 
change, conflict and poverty. And 
in doing so to build the confidence 
in the future that is key to bringing 
back confidence today.
So, while I see a world that is facing 
financial crisis and still diminished 
by conflict and injustice, 1 also 
see the chance to forge a new 
multilateralism that is both hard-
headed and progressive. And I 
believe that in our international 
co-operation on finance, climate 
change, terrorism and ending 
conflict, there is evidence of this 
new multilateralism at work in the 
world: fairer, more stable, and more 
prosperous because it is rooted in 
cooperation and justice.
   And if we learn from our experience 
of turning unity of purpose into unity 
of action, together we can seize 
this moment of profound change 
to create, for the first time, the age 
of the truly global society — one 
where progressive multilateralism, 
not narrow unilateralism, is the 
norm; one where people find that 
what unites them is far greater that 
what ever divided them; and where 
it is cooperation, not confrontation, 
that flourishes in answer to age-old 
challenges:
- the challenge to reassert our 
faith in the advance of democracy 
as the most effective weapon in 
our arsenal against terrorism and 
tyranny - and - as we mark armistice 
day tomorrow and remember the 
sacrifices made in darker times ; 
- the challenge to build for peace 
- the challenge to build consensus 
for a new global financial system; 
- to need to confront the realities 
of global climate change 
by building a sustainable 
low-carbon economy; and 
- to make a reality of the vision of 
a global society by creating global 
partnerships across public, private 
and voluntary sectors to address 
poverty and move toward economic 
justice.
   I believe that we in the West should 
approach these great challenges of 
our time with some humility. The 
West certainly does not have all 
the answers to them. We need more 
than the G8 - for the time when just 
a few powers could sit around the 
table and set the global agenda is 
over. Quite rightly, the emerging 
powers of the 21st century will want 
to - and must - play their part. And 
so the G8, the IMF and the world 
bank must change to meet the new 
realities.
   But my central argument this 
evening is that the alliance between 
Britain and America - and more 
broadly between Europe and 
America - can and must provide 
leadership in this, not in order to 
make and impose the rules ourselves, 
but to lead and broaden the global 
effort to build a stronger, secure and 
more equitable international order.
   Rightly people talk of a special 
relationship: but that special 
relationship is also a partnership 
for a purpose. The transatlantic 
relationship has been the engine 
of effective multilateralism for the 
past 50 years. Together
- we faced down aggression 
and dictatorship; 
- in a few short years we built 
the great international post-war 
institutions - the World Bank, 
the International Monetary 
Fund, the United Nations; and 
- we led the drive for trade, 
enterprise and dynamic markets.
   Now unprecedented events 
have brought a turn of history that 
few would once have foreseen or 
expected.
   Just days ago, across the Atlantic, 
our closest ally gave new meaning 
to its founding creed that all “are 
created equal.” Gave new strength 
to the notion that the American 
dream is for all Americans.
   More than 140 years after the 
abolition of slavery; and more than 
40 years on from the civil rights 
and voting rights acts; America 
has chosen Barack Obama to be 
President.
And - as we have seen from reaction 
in America, Europe and around the 
globe - whatever one’s politics, it 
can surely only be a source of hope 
and inspiration that a nation which 
once would have looked at Barack 
Obama and defined him only by his 

colour today sees in him the man 
they want to be their President and 
Commander-in-Chief.
   And when Barack Obama four 
months ago followed in President 
Kennedy’s footsteps and went to 
Berlin he called on the world to 
stand together as one.
   Winston Churchill described 
the joint inheritance of Britain 
and America - as not just a shared 
history but a shared belief in the 
great principles of freedom and 
the rights of man - of what Barack 
Obama described in his election 
night speech as the enduring power 
of our ideals: democracy, liberty, 
opportunity, and unyielding hope.
   And as America stands at its own 
dawn of hope - so let that hope be 
fulfilled through a pact with the 
wider world to lead and shape the 
21st century as the first century of a 
truly global society.
   And I believe that with the 
farsighted leadership we have in 
Europe, the whole of Europe - can 
and will work closely with America 
and with the rest of the world to 
meet the great challenges which 
will illuminate our convictions and 
test our resolution.
First - we must reassert our faith 
in democracy and be confident in 
our belief that open, plural, diverse 
societies are those most likely to 
stay rich, strong and free.
So we must step up and win the 
battle of ideas against terrorism 
and extremism not by sacrificing 
the liberties that they scorn but by 
securing new international means of 
achieving stability, reconstruction 
and democracy in failed and fragile 
states.
And we must promote greater 
tolerance and understanding within 
and between communities. Later 
this week I will join King Abdullah 
of Saudi Arabia alongside President 
Bush and other world leaders for 
his interfaith dialogue at the United 
Nations - deepening understanding 
between religions and countering 
extremist ideologies.
Second, let us move quickly to 
complement the role of peacekeepers 
and aid workers through civilian 
as well as military assistance, to 
rebuild conflict-ridden and fragile 
states.
Just as we will continue to offer 
immediate help and advance the 
cause of peace in Darfur, Burma 
and Zimbabwe, and stand up for 
the democracies of Georgia and 
Ukraine, we will stand by the 
people of the Democratic Republic 
of Congo as they face new conflict 
and turmoil. We will get aid to those 
who need it. We will protect those 
who are threatened by ensuring 
that UN peacekeepers, already 
the largest force of its kind in the 
world, are properly led, trained 
and enabled. And we will work 
relentlessly to build the political 
settlement that is the only guarantee 
of long-term peace.
   Ultimately our shared security 
should be based not on the increased 
use of weapons but on their 
reduction. At this same occasion last 
year, I described the leading role I 
saw for our country in reducing the 
proliferation of weapons.
   I am pleased that 100 countries 
have joined us in banning cluster 
bombs; and that the idea of a 
multinational fuel bank to help 
non-nuclear states acquire nuclear 
energy is gaining support.
   And working with our allies we are 
ready to do more: having extended 
export prohibitions on trafficking 
in small arms, we are ready to 
promote a new arms trade treaty; 
and to promote non proliferation. 
And I say to Iran which has signed 
the non proliferation treaty: in these 
new circumstances rejoin global 
society and benefit from help in 
acquiring civil nuclear power - or 
face new sanctions  - and growing 
isolation.
Conflict in the Middle East and 
the failure to restore a Palestinian 
state is a festering wound that has 
for generations poisoned relations 
between the West and the Arab 
and Islamic world. But I believe, 
and I have heard for myself, that 
the elements that can constitute a 
settlement are now well understood 
by those on all sides who want to 
come together to end the divisions 
of the past. It has often been said 
that an historic hard-won and lasting 
peace is now within our grasp. But 
what I do know is that building on 
the work of President Bush, helping 
to reach that durable and just 
settlement is an urgent priority for 
the new US administration - and the 
UK will stand firm in support.
   A Middle East settlement has the 
potential to transform the future of 
the Middle East. In Iraq we continue 
to defend a new democracy and last 
summer we set out the remaining 
tasks to be achieved there to make 
possible a fundamental change of 
mission and the transition to a long-

term bilateral partnership with Iraq, 
similar to the normal relationships 
which our military forces have with 
other countries in the region. And 
we are making good progress with 
each of our objectives.
   And I welcome the reaffirmed 
commitment from both President 
Bush and President-elect Obama 
to defend a stable and democratic 
future for Afghanistan and to 
review the best ways of achieving 
this through better burden-sharing: 
America at its best - leading a broad 
international effort underpinned 
by shared values, working more 
effectively with the grain of 
Afghan society including the 
tribes; working with our allies to 
double the size of the Afghan army, 
working with President Karzai to 
tackle corruption and supporting the 
democratic Afghan Government in 
its slow but steady attempts to build 
peace. And we will support the 
Afghan and Pakistan governments 
in working together to tackle the 
security issues across the border 
which the last decade has shown 
us are crucial to our own security 
at home.
   Afghanistan is a test the 
international community cannot 
afford to fail. And we will not fail.
   Seventy-five years ago at a time of 
recession nations met in London in 
a world economic conference - and 
because the talks broke up in failure 
the world entered a long decade of 
protectionism and retrenchment. 
In Washington this weekend, the 
British government will work 
with its G20 partners to establish 
consensus and begin to build a new 
Bretton-Woods with a reformed, 
modern, IMF that offers, by its 
surveillance of every economy, an 
early warning system and a crisis 
prevention mechanism for the 
whole world.
   This will require:
- the recapitalization of banks 
and their resumption of lending 
to families and businesses; 
- immediate action to stop the 
spread of the financial crisis to 
middle income countries, building 
agreement for a new facility 
and new resources for the IMF; 
- urgent agreement on a trade 
deal and rejection of beggar-
thy-neighbor protectionism that 
has been a feature in turning 
past crises into deep recessions; 
- a restoration of confidence by 
addressing the root causes of the 
instability through reform of the 
global financial system based on the 
principles of transparency, integrity, 
responsibility, sound banking 
practice and global governance with 
co-ordination across borders and 
every nation playing its part; and 
- better international coordination 
of fiscal and monetary policy 
- recognizing the immediate 
importance of this coordination for 
stimulating economic activity.
   At the heart of this is a growing 
agreement that at a time of change 
and massive uncertainty, people 
look to governments for action. 
This is no time for conventional old 
thinking or tired old orthodoxies. 
In Britain, we have already cut 
taxes to help families this year. 
And as the chancellor has said, we 
will maintain our essential public 
investments while continuing to 
increase the value for money of 
every pound spent. This is no time 
for the old approach of short-term 
spending cuts in a downturn that 
would hurt families and businesses 
today and damage the long-term 
productivity of the economy.
   Since this is a global downturn 
it requires a global solution. As was 
the case with the bank stabilization 
plan, the benefits of any individual 
country’s fiscal actions will be 
all the greater if this is part of a 
concerted and fairly distributed 
international response to maintain 
global demand.
   There is now a growing 
international consensus that, 
especially for those countries with 
low debt like the UK, maintaining 
essential public investment is the 
right and sensible approach, while 
allowing a temporary and affordable 
increase in borrowing to support 
economic growth.
   Yesterday China announced that it 
was injecting almost $600 billion to 
support its economy. The European 
Union has allowed a temporary 
relaxation of the stability pact to 
prevent harmful cuts in public 
spending. Last week, Germany 
announced their plans for a fiscal 
stimulus. President-elect Obama has 
already signaled his intention to do 
likewise. With Britain continuing to 
lead the debate, economic recovery 
will work better if we all work 
together.
   The fourth imperative is tackling 
climate change. For it is clear now 
that if left unchecked, climate 
change will have catastrophic 
worldwide effects on our future 

prosperity.
   The G8 has already agreed we 
must at least halve global emissions 
by 2050. But this also means 
emissions must peak by 2020. So we 
cannot afford to put climate change 
into the international ‘pending’ tray 
because of the present economic 
difficulties, as some might urge. 
On the contrary, we must use the 
imperative to act for our future 
prosperity through the transition to 
a low carbon economy and reduced 
oil dependency as a route to creating 
jobs and economic opportunity for 
our peoples today.
   This is why as we prepare for an 
ambitious post 2012 climate change 
agreement at Copenhagen, for 
which I pledge our Government’s 
unbending commitment, the 
European Union must, and I believe 
will, agree in December its ‘2020’ 
program for energy and climate 
and show European leadership at 
its best. And I want the World Bank 
to become a bank for environment 
as well as on development, helping 
developing countries move towards 
sustainable energy paths of their 
own.
   And a truly global society cannot 
of course exist without the vital 
humanitarian and development 
assistance and support for self 
sustaining growth that keeps 
millions of people alive and meets 
basic needs for education, food and 
health. For we cannot claim to be a 
truly global society, or one world, 
when 30,000 children die every 
day from diseases we know how to 
cure. This is not the time to abandon 
helping the poorest countries.
For now more than ever it is both 
our duty and in our interest to help 
meet the Millennium Development 
Goals. For we cannot solve climate 
change without Africa; nor can we 
solve the food crisis without Africa. 
We need a fully financed ‘energy 
for the poor’ initiative; where 
commercial sources of capital dry 
up support from the international 
institutions; and we need to support 
agricultural development in Africa, 
in the past feed the world meant 
that we helped to feed Africa. In 
future, if we do things right, we will 
do best by enabling Africa to feed 
the world.
   And I am proud that, even as 
the world came to terms with 
the financial crisis, Britain has 
continued to drive forward the 
vital effort to meet the Millennium 
Development Goals.
   Tonight I have argued that 
uniquely in this global age, it is 
now in our power to come together, 
confer, and decide and that we 
must be guided by one clear truth: 
that we need solutions that can no 
longer be defined in terms of us 
and them, but can be achieved only 
together; as us with them. I believe 
that people do not only cooperate 
out of need. There is a human need 
to cooperate. And I believe also that 
all our efforts reflect what people 
find when they can communicate 
across continents with each other; 
that there is a shared moral sense 
that we are responsible each to the 
other - country to country as much 
as person to person. And because of 
this no injustice can last for ever, 
and even in the most desperate of 
circumstances people can journey 
with hope.
   So my message is that we must 
be:
- Internationalist not protectionist; 
- Interventionist not isolationist; 
- Progressive not 
paralyzed by events; and 
- Forward thinking not trapped in 
the solutions of the past.
   And if we do so 2008 will be 
remembered not just for a financial 
crash that engulfed the world but for 
the decisiveness and optimism with 
which the world faced the storm, 
endured it and prevailed. And 
remembered too for how in doing 
so we discovered and refashioned 
the global power of nations working 
together.
   President Roosevelt famously said 
“the only thing we have to fear is 
fear itself.” When fear overwhelms 
our perceptions of reality the effect 
is paralyzing; it leaves people 
frozen into inaction - helpless at a 
time of great risk - and even at a 
time of great opportunity too.
But confidence in the future - that 
most precious asset of all - is the key 
to bringing back confidence today. 
It is dynamic, it heralds action.
   And - for reasons I have laid before 
you this evening -I am confident. 
Confident that we can seize the 
moment, grasp it together, and use 
it to lay the foundations - optimistic, 
multilateral and inclusive - on 
which we can build the first truly 

global society. 
   Watch the speech live
   Source: 10 Downing Street – 
Speech delivered November 10, 
2008.

to junk from investment grade since 
Sept. 14, making them ineligible for 
collateral on some Fed loans. 
   The Fed’s collateral ``absolutely 
should be made public,’’ said Mark 
Cuban, an activist investor, the 
owner of the Dallas Mavericks 
professional basketball team 
and the creator of the Web site 
BailoutSleuth.com, which focuses 
on the secrecy shrouding the Fed’s 
moves. 
   The Bloomberg lawsuit is 
Bloomberg LP v. Board of 
Governors of the Federal Reserve 
System, 08-CV-9595, U.S. District 
Court, Southern District of New 
York (Manhattan). 
   To contact the reporters on this 
story: Mark Pittman in New York 
at mpittman@bloomberg.net; 
Bob Ivry in New York at bivry@
bloomberg.net; Alison Fitzgerald 
in Washington at afitzgerald2@
bloomberg.net. 
   Mark Pittman is a Yonkers 
resident, sits on the Yonkers Board 
of Ethics, and is married to Laura 
Fahrenholdt, Press Secretary to the 
Yonkers City Council President. 
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issued blue jumpsuit he was 
wearing.
   Calicio, 21, was one of 389 people 
arrested during an immigration raid 
at the Agriprocessors slaughterhouse 
here six months ago. He was one 
of 270 of those workers who were 
put in jail for five months, charged 
with stealing the Social Security 
numbers used to acquire their jobs 
at the kosher meat plant. And he 
was one of 18 imprisoned workers 
who were released on probation 
from a federal courthouse in Cedar 
Rapids on October 14.
   A federal prosecutor ordered the 18 
former workers to stay in America, 
rather than be deported, so that 
they could testify against former 
supervisors at Agriprocessors. The 
Agriprocessors plant in Postville 
has shut down its operations while 
filing for bankruptcy, but for Calicio 
and the others who were released, 
a new ordeal has begun. During 
the last six months, they have 
endured an unusual and harrowing 
journey through the United States 
immigration enforcement system. 
And the journey is not over yet.
   When the workers were released 
in Cedar Rapids, they had nothing 
more than what they were arrested 
with on the day of the raid. In order 
to get from the courthouse in Cedar 
Rapids to Postville, where they 
were assigned to live until they 
testify, they had to rely on rides 
from volunteers from St. Bridget’s 
Catholic Church in Postville. 
The prosecutors who ordered the 
workers to testify provided no 
financial support for them, so St. 
Bridget’s has been left with the job 
of feeding and housing them.
   Bob Teig, a spokesman for the 
U.S. attorney’s office in northern 
Iowa, which is responsible for these 
cases, acknowledged that the men 
were released with an understanding 
that the church would take care of 
them, but he declined to comment 
on their circumstances.
   Six of the men live in a two-
bedroom apartment on the first 
floor of a building on Lawler Street, 
Postville’s main drag, where the 
church covers the rent. They spend 
most of their days shuttling between 
their apartment and St. Bridget’s, 
waiting to be called to testify in a 
case about which they have been 
given little information.
   “We don’t know the truth right 
now — but they say we have to 
testify against someone,” said Jonas 
Ordonez, a 31-year old Guatemalan 
whose hair was tousled and who 
had an anxious, attentive look on 
his face when he spoke with the 
Forward. “We just wait.”
   As the six men sat around their 
sparsely furnished apartment on 
a recent Sunday night, they spoke 
publicly for the first time about 
their experiences over the past six 
months, and their fears of what is 
still to come.
   “We were five months in the jail, 
and now they let us out, but with 
this on our leg,” said Ordonez, 
pulling up his jeans to show his 
probation-monitoring anklet. “We 
can’t go anywhere. We can’t work 
— we can’t do anything.”
   Ordonez and his roommates 
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are all from the same rural part 
of Guatemala — the province of 
Chimaltenango — where literacy 
rates are extremely low. Another 
resident of the house, 23-year-old 
Elder Lopez, was the only one of 
the roommates who has learned 
passable English and he recited, 
in broken English, the telephone 
conversation he had with his family 
back in Guatemala when he finally 
arrived in Postville.
   “They said, ‘We see so many 
people from jail coming to 
Guatemala again, why you not 
coming here?’”
   “I’m in Postville,” Lopez said he 
told them.
   “They say, ‘What happened?’”
   “Many problems; they don’t let 
me go into Guatemala again,” he 
recalled saying.     “They send me 
to Postville again.”
   “They say, ‘When you coming?’”
   “I don’t know right now,” he 
said he told them. “I can’t tell you 
right now because I don’t know 
nothing.”
   “They was crying, but we can’t do 
nothing,” Lopez added.
   For St. Bridget’s, these men, now 
ex-convicts, have been an onerous 
burden after the months in which 
the church has been put to service 
caring for the hundreds of other 
people affected by the May raid at 
Agriprocessors. Paul Ouderkirk, 
the priest at St. Bridget’s, said he 
wonders why the court was willing 
to keep the men as witnesses without 
providing any support for them.
   And they are not the only ones 
in this situation. In August, four 
men were released to testify against 
a different set of supervisors 
at Agriprocessors and sent to 
Postville. And St. Bridget’s was 
told that 13 more will be arriving 
from jail today, once again with 
the expectation that the church will 
provide for them.
   “Frankly, I think I’m still in 
a state of shock that this was 
actually allowed to go on like this,” 
Ouderkirk said, sitting in his parish 
house. “All of us are throwing up 
our hands and saying, ‘Isn’t there 
anybody who has the power to end 
this nonsense?’”
   The odyssey of the men on Lawler 
Street first began when they set out 
from rural Guatemala for the United 
States. But the most traumatic 
chapter commenced on May 12, 
when federal agents surrounded 
the Agriprocessors plant on the 
outskirts of Postville. Helicopters 
flew overhead and agents blocked 
off the roads around town. Lopez, 
the most talkative of the roommates, 
said that at the time of the raid he 
was working in the belly of the 
plant: the beef slaughter room. He 
had on yellow plastic pants that 
were covered in the blood of the 
cows they were slaughtering. When 
the agents entered the plant, he said, 
everyone started running.
   “Stop, don’t run, we have guns,” 
he recalled the agents yelling. “They 
kicked some people, and pointed at 
people with the guns.”
   Lopez had clothes in his locker, 
but he said that when he asked if 
he could get them he was given a 
simple answer: “Shut up.” He never 

saw those clothes again, nor the 
computer and television that were 
at his house.
   The nearly 400 people arrested 
that day were taken in buses to 
the National Cattle Congress 
fairgrounds in Waterloo, Iowa. The 
workers were given cots in an open 
gymnasium where, the men say, it 
was nearly impossible to sleep.
   “In the middle of the night, they 
would come in and yell someone’s 
name and say, ‘Who is this!?’” 
Lopez said. “Then they would leave, 
and we would try to sleep again, but 
they would come in again and yell 
again. We almost didn’t sleep for 
three days.”
   Workers caught in raids like the 
one in Postville are usually deported 
immediately, and the men all said 
that is what they expected. But the 
U.S. attorney’s office in northern 
Iowa, which was responsible for 
the cases, argued that because the 
Agriprocessors workers had used 
Social Security numbers that were 
not their own, they should be sent 
to prison. Court-appointed lawyers 
for the workers told them that if 
they did not sign a pre-drafted plea 
agreement, they could face two 
years in prison, if not longer.
   The mass court appearances 
over two weeks, in which each 
court-appointed lawyer had about 
20 clients, drew intense public 
criticism and were the subject of 
congressional hearings. A lawyer 
who had been appointed to represent 
some of the men wrote a letter 
to the congressional committee 
explaining why he had walked out 
in “disgust.”
“This process: presumed guilt; 
deprived defendants of their right 
to due process; and interfered 
with the basic right to choose their 
own counsel,” said the letter from 
Rockne Cole, an Iowa City lawyer. 
“The court appointed attorney’s 
role appeared to be only to act as 
a guilty plea processing clerk, and 
served only to expedite the mass 
waiver of rights.”
   After the sentencing, the workers 
were shipped off to federal 
penitentiaries around the country. 
Sonia Parras, a Des Moines lawyer 
who has done extensive pro-bono 
work for many of the people 
arrested on May 12, said that even 
after weeks in prison, the workers 
did not seem to understand what 
had happened.
   “After two months of conversations, 
some of them were still asking me, 
‘Now why am I here? When am I 
going to get out?’” Parras said.
   Even after they were out of prison, 
the six roommates on Lawler Street 
expressed confusion about why 
they were guilty of identity theft 
when they had paid for the Social 
Security numbers they used to apply 
for jobs at Agriprocessors.
   “They say we took the papers, 
but we didn’t take the papers, we 
bought the papers. We paid $125,” 
Ordonez said.
   All of the roommates were taken to 
the federal prison in Leavenworth, 
Kansas. Ordonez and Lopez were 
in a three-person cell together. 
Calicio, who would later be released 
in prison garb, said that the violent 

culture of the prison caught up to 
him when other prisoners stole his 
identification and then beat him up 
when he asked for it back.
“When they hit, they hit hard,” said 
Calicio, who spoke hesitantly.
   During the five months in jail, 
Lopez said he was able to call his 
family in Guatemala once. Before 
the raid, his parents and seven 
siblings back in Chimaltenango 
had relied upon him for money, but 
he said they did not bring this up 
during the call.
   After five months, most of the 
Agriprocessors workers were flown 
back to their respective countries. 
But the same U.S. attorneys in 
northern Iowa who had prosecuted 
the men had, in the meantime, 
opened prosecutions against 
a number of supervisors and 
executives at Agriprocessors. The 
most high-profile case is against 
Sholom Rubashkin, former CEO 
of the Postville slaughterhouse and 
the son of Agriprocessors’ founder. 
Rubashkin has been charged 
with helping employees falsify 
their documents; he was arrested 
on October 30 and immediately 
released on bail. Criminal cases 
were also opened against human 
resource directors at Agriprocessors 
on similar charges.
   The men on Lawler Street say that 
it was only upon being flown from 
the Kansas prison to a courthouse 
in Cedar Rapids that they were told 
they were being ordered to testify 
in a case that the government has 
brought against Laura Althouse, an 
Agriprocessors human resources 
director. The men and their lawyers 
say that they were given the option 
of testifying on video and returning 
to Guatemala, but they were told that 
if they chose that option they would 
have to return to jail while the video 
testimony was arranged. Otherwise, 
they could be released immediately 
on probation, to live in Postville 
until their date in court, after which 
they would be deported. Not willing 
to return to jail, they agreed to their 
current arrangement.
   “If I could go back now without 
testifying, I would go now,” 
Ordonez said.
   As to how the men would survive, 
Calicio’s court-appointed lawyer, 
Christopher Clausen, said that the 
judge told him and the other lawyers 
that “over half a million dollars had 
been raised by the church to care 
for the people and that they would 
get them places to stay.”
   The first the church heard of this 
was in phone calls on the morning 
of October 14 from the court-
appointed lawyers.
   “At 10 a.m. the lawyers in Cedar 
Rapids started calling and said you 
have to find housing or they will 
stay in jail,” Violeta Iseman said. 
Iseman is a 26-year-old naturalized 
citizen who was born in Mexico. 
She worked at Agriprocessors until 
the raid. Since then, she has spent 
her days at the church receiving 
an endless line of needy former 
workers.
After the call from the lawyers, 
Iseman said she immediately went 
to work. “Cedar Rapids is not 
around the corner; we had to find 

people willing to drive two hours to 
pick them up. My husband wasn’t 
working on that day, and it was his 
birthday so I asked him to do a good 
deed for someone else.”
   This was not the only time that 
the courts have relied on the small 
parish in Postville. Immediately 
after the raid, the courts handed 
the church some 40 women who 
had been arrested and released on 
probation in order to care for their 
children. Since then, these women 
have been awaiting court dates 
without work permits, and the 
church has been the only means of 
support for almost all of them. At 
one point, when a probation officer 
called Iseman to ask her to check in 
on some of the women, Ouderkirk 
said he called the probation officer 
and said, “You are treating us as an 
extension of your office, and that 
we are not.”
When the men in the Lawler Street 
apartment were released, they were 
told that they would receive work 
permits allowing them to work in 
a 150-mile radius around Postville. 
Those work permits arrived at the 
end of October, but the men learned 
that they now have to apply for 
Social Security clearance, which is 
expected to take another two weeks. 
In the meantime, Lopez said he has 
been asking around for help.
   “I called the probation officers 
and I told those guys, ‘We need 
help, we need some money to buy 
food,’” Lopez said. “They say, ‘We 
have no money. We will try and do 
something but we can’t right now.’ 
They say, ‘Call the church, maybe 
they can help you.’”
   Calicio’s court-appointed lawyer, 
Clausen, said that there are generally 
mechanisms that prosecutors can 
use to support witnesses, but he 
said he was told that “on the short 
notice they weren’t going to be able 
to come up with that.”
   The men from the apartment 
said when they are able to work 
they would be happy to go back 
to Agriprocessors until they testify 
but that their probation officers 
have told them that would not be 
allowed. Until it went bankrupt last 
week, Agriprocessors was the only 
major employer in Postville, and 
even if the men had a car to travel 
in the area, jobs are scarce.
   “I’m glad they’ve got the work 
permits, but I used to live in 
northeast Iowa and there are not 
many work opportunities up there,” 
said Clausen, who is leaving the 
case because of a new job. “They 

are in a real jam in terms of finding 
work.”
   At St. Bridget’s, the priest and 
Iseman say it could be worse. 
The first four men released back 
in August were kept under house 
arrest for two months. “They got 
two hours on Saturday to go to 
church — other than that they were 
stuck in their apartment,” Iseman 
said.
   This is little comfort to the men 
on Lawler Street. Once they do 
testify against Althouse, whose trial 
has not begun, the men are to be 
immediately deported. While the 
roommates are split about whether 
they want to go home, they all agree 
that if they do testify they should be 
given the option to stay for a bit 
longer. Ordonez made a personal 
plea.
   “Tell the president that he should 
give us a work permit for at least 
one year,” Ordonez said. “It has 
been six months, and we have 
not been able to help our families 
in Guatemala. We haven’t been 
able to send one cent. I think this 
should be on the conscience of the 
government.”
Parras, the lawyer who has watched 
the whole process, said the courts 
and prosecutors have never shown 
much regard for the wishes of these 
men.
“The government has shown a total 
disregard for human rights — just 
to get what they need,” Parras said. 
“They will get what they need, but 
at what cost to these men and the 
community around them?”
   The Forward, published weekly 
since 1990, is widely regarded 
as American Jewry’s essential 
newspaper of record.
   TheJewishDailyForward.
Com (www.forward.com) is the 
daily updated, online version of 
America’s most influential Jewish 
weekly. The Forward is committed 
to rigorous reporting and balanced, 
thoughtful commentary on news, 
politics and culture in the Jewish 
world. The award-winning staff 
has enhanced the paper’s reputation 
for incisive, hard-hitting reportage 
with a populist, progressive spirit 
that was the paper’s hallmark since 
the original Yiddish version began 
publishing in 1897.  It is published 
on Fridays and is available on 
newsstands nationwide as well as by 
subscription. For more information 
visit (www.forward.com).
   For complete Forward coverage 
of Agriprocessors and the kosher 

meat industry, click here.

Klein Hosts Veteran’s 
Breakfast

THE BRONX, NY -- Senator Jeff 
Klein welcomed over 200 guests 
to his 2nd Annual Veterans’ Day 
Breakfast at Villa Barone Manor 
in The Bronx. Veterans and their 
families from throughout the 34th 
Senate District joined together to 
honor Kenneth Champlin, of the 
Throggs Neck Memorial Post and 
Grand Marshall of the Throggs 
Neck Veterans’ Day Parade, as well 
as three deceased servicemen. The 
P.S. 14, John Calandra Chorus and 
SUNY Maritime Color Guard were 
also in attendance. 
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