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   Mouthpiece Joe Apicella, 
Executive Vice President of 
Cappelli Enterprises 
has of late threatened 
to depart the City of 
Yonkers if things 
don’t go his way, 
that is, the way of 
Cappelli Enterprises. 
The zenith of 
Capelli’s aspirations 
for development in 
Yonkers revolves 
about the use of tax 
increment financing 
(TIF) to that end. 
Further still, Apicella points out 
that should groundbreaking for 
the Alexander Street Development 
Project, an adjacent parcel slated 
for development only last week 
divulged to the public at the 
Community Development Agency 
presided over by Mayor Phil 
Amicone, not take place by year’s 
end 2008, Cappelli is out of here. 
Apicella’s demeanor, anticipatory 
of things that he conjectures 
may go awry, seem angst-ridden, 
perhaps too self revealing of his 
state of mind, or worse still, the 
state of Cappelli Enterprises’ 
financial  health, or lack thereof. 
Why the contrived and heavy-laden 

Cappelli Threatens to 
Leave Yonkers

By Hezi Aris
challenge in the public arena? Is 
this Cappelli’s passive-aggressive 

farewell? 
   Why and how 
does the Alexander 
Street Development 
Project impact the 
Gateway Project 
to which Cappelli 
Enterprises is in 
partnership under the 
SFC Yonkers label? 
Isn’t the Alexander 
Street Development 
Project distinct from 
the Gateway Project? 

Did this reporter a correlation that 
is imprecise? Joe Apicella asserts 
such is the case. So until further 
claification, let’s leave that be.
   Are the assertions on News 12 
Westchester simply a ploy to earn 
another 15-nanoseconds worth of 
fame? Besides, why does Apicella 
challenge the News 12 Westchester 
viewing audience by attempting to 
deflect their attention away from 
enjoying family and festivities 
during the holiday season? Does 
he lack all propriety, or does he 
share it equally with many in City 
Hall and the Yonkers City Council? 

New York Civic

   As the old year draws to a 
close, and the New Year thrusts 
itself upon us, it is time to step aside 
and look at what has taken place 
in government.
   The principal news, of course, is 
the governor’s fall from grace.  We 
do not know when a public official’s 
popularity has ever declined by fifty 
per cent in his first year in office.  
We can be selective about choosing 
among published pieces critical of 
the governor.
We link today to one that is not 
from a usual source.  It is an 
article in Commentary magazine’s 
November issue by Ira Stoll and 
Jacob Gershman, managing editor 
and Albany bureau chief of The 
New York Sun.  
   What is unusual about the Spitzer 
coverage is that scarcely a word 
has been written in defense of 
his conduct during his first year.  
Writers do express different levels 
of hope for next year. We are on 
the optimistic side, predicting that 
he will survive, but with great 
embarrassment, the proceedings 
initiated by his nemesis, Senator 
Joseph L. Bruno.  
   Every day Bruno’s long-heralded 
indictment is delayed gives the 
Senator another day for his minions 

New York’s Lieutenant Governor 
The Odd History of an Odd Job 

By Henry J. Stern

to chop away at the Governor.  
Erased computer tapes mean 
obstruction of justice, if that can 
be proven.  Meanwhile, if Bruno 
is not to be indicted, the Justice 
Department ought to say so. On the 
other hand, it took years to indict 
and try former Senator Guy Velella, 
who served a short term on Riker’s 
Island on a plea bargain, where the 
underlying charge was bribery. 
   In recent months, the governor 
has widened his base of advisers.  
Two officials have departed, press 
secretary Darren Dopp, an insider, 
and Dr. Olivia Golden, an academic 
expert on social services who was a 
Clinton commissioner in Health & 

Human Services.  Dr. Golden was 
the highest-ranking woman in the 
administration. Both Dopp and Dr. 
Golden have found new jobs, he as 
a public-relations man for Patricia 
Lynch’s prominent lobbying firm, 
she as a Senior Fellow at the Urban 
Institute in Washington D.C. 
   Spitzer has, in recent months 
received advice on how to be more 
popular with others.  “If you want 
to get along, go along.”   So he 
has refrained from invective, and 
proclaimed his friendship with 
legislators and lobbyists alike, 
seeking their support for whatever it 
is he still wants to do.   Fortunately 
or not, in the cold world of 
politics, very few, if any, people 
or organizations confer gratuitous 
benefits on others without the 
expectation of reward.  And those 
generous souls who may give 
money to politicians for idealistic 
motives like promoting the public 
interest are often the first to become 
disillusioned when the officeholder 
they have helped elect does not live 
up to their expectations. 
Spitzer’s hand picked Lieutenant 
Governor, a second-generation 
politician generally regarded as a 
good fellow, has avoided serious 

 The mid-December ice storm 
highlighted some of the winter 
challenges that face the Village.  
Due to the timing, temperatures 
and type of storm, dangerous icy 
mounds remained throughout the 
Village during the week.  Most of 
the merchants, municipal agencies 
and residents adhered to the Village 
clearing requirements, but those 
that did not exacerbated already 
dangerous conditions. 
   As a reminder, every owner of a 
vacant property and every owner, 
tenant, occupant or leaseholder of 

Mayor’s 
Column 
By Mary C. Marvin

Mayor of the Village of 
Bronxville

   I received a letter from the 
President of the Library Board 
advising that there will be a 
vacancy on the Library Board. 
Ginger Grant, a member of the 
Library Board, is resigning. The 
Town Board is required, by law, 
to make the appointment which 
will expire in December, 2011. 
If you are interested in being 
considered please e mail me at 
pfeiner@greenburghny.com and cc 
townboard@greenburghny.com.
   This Board is important. Unlike 

Vacancy 
on Library 

Board  

By Paul Feiner
Greenburgh Town Supervisor

see Vacancy Pg.6

MAMARONECK, NY -- The 
following statement has been 
issued by New York 
State Assemblyman 
George Latimer 
on Friday, 
December 21, 2007. 
   “It is appalling 
once again, in this 
season of peace, 
to see yet another 
act of vandalism 
against a church 
in Westchester. 
Whatever the motives 
of those who did this, 
it has the effect of 
insulting and injuring 
those who practice 
their faith, and look to religious 
institutions and symbols as important 
signs of their belief. Whether it is a 
swastika scrawled on a Synagogue 
wall, or stealing items from a 
Christmastime creche, it is wrong, 
and New York State must treat this 

Assemblyman Latimer 
Comments on Recent 
Church Vandalism in 
Hastings-on-Hudson

as serious business, not as a lark. 
   The bill authored by State Senator 

Jeff Klein, and 
sponsored by me in 
the State Assembly, 
would address this 
matter by providing 
stiffer penalties for 
those caught in an 
act of  vandalism 
against any house 
of worship. A more 
serious penalty, 
passed into law, 
and publicized 
throughout our 
state, would tell 
would-be vandals 

that they risk serious 
action by the criminal justice 
system if they act in such a manner. 
   I trust my colleagues in both 
legislative houses will advance 
this bill (A.1213/S.2295) when we 
reconvene for the 2008 legislative 
session.”

NEW YORK, NY -- Mount Vernon 
Mayor-Elect Clinton I. Young, 
Jr. exchanged big city ideas with 
New York City Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg and twelve other newly-
elected city leaders from New York 

Mayor-Elect Clinton 
Young Talks Big City 

Issues with Mayor 
Bloomberg and Other 

City Leaders

State, Connecticut, and New Jersey, 
during a luncheon on Thursday, 
December 20, 2007 at New York’s 
City Hall, in Manhattan. The 

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- New 
Rochelle Police Commissioner 
Patrick Carroll presided over 
a departmental Promotional 
Ceremony on Friday, December 21, 
2007 in the Council Chambers at 
City Hall. 
   The following members were 
promoted: Sgt. J. Collins Coyne 

New Rochelle Police Department 
Promotional Ceremony

was promoted to the rank of 
Lieutenant; Det. Neil Reynolds, to 
the rank of Sergeant; Police Officer 
Judy Brandeis, to Detective; and 
Police Officer Joseph Salerno to 
Detective. A brief bio on each of the 
members follows. 
   Expressing his pride in the 
accomplishments of the promoted 

men and woman, Mayor Noam 
Bramson said, “We are fortunate 
as a city to benefit from their 
dedication and professionalism.” 
   City Manager Charles Strome 
noted, “Ceremonies like these 
remind us of how proficient our 
department is, and of the great work 
its members perform every day.” 

YONKERS, NY -- It’s never 
too late to learn or, in the case of 
Martin Schwartz, Ph.D., help others 
to learn.  And, equally important, 
earn a steady income in the process 
while living in a luxury senior living 
community that aggressively offers 
and encourages cultural pursuits. 
   A former businessman and college 
professor now living at Classic 
Residence by Hyatt in Yonkers, 
Dr. Schwartz decided eight years 
ago at age 80 to go on the lecture 
circuit and share his fascination 
with musical theatre and historical 
figures that have captured his 
interest.  Numerous lectures later 
he’s still going strong (“sometimes 
stronger,” he grins), having fun and 

Martin Schwartz Began 
Second Life at 80

speaking to audiences in and around 
Yonkers, as well as New York City 
and New Jersey.  Included among 
his clients since 1999 are the 
Westchester Writers’ Roundtable, 
Brandeis University Women, the 
JCC of New City, Senior Citizens of 
Bronxville, the Esplanade in White 
Plains, Woodlands in Ardsley, and 
Classic Residence by Hyatt in 
Teaneck 
   “It’s invigorating and keeps me 
young,” he says.  “I like gathering 
and sharing information.” 
   He also enjoys the give and take 
with audiences in Q & A sessions and 
reminiscing about common interests 
in one-on-one conversations after 

Page 7

Anna Girardi
Employee of the 
Month

Page  5

Bernie Williams 
Hosts at 
Greentree CC

Saturday 
Nights Movies

Page  3
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Like Klockwork

From Page 1

Letters to the Editor On the 
Level 

with Hezi Aris on 
WVOX-1460  

AM Radio

From Page 1
When will the people of Yonkers be 
part of the equation? When will we 
matter?  
   The crocodile tears he sheds 
over the $17 million investment by 
SFC Yonkers so far regarding the 
Gateway Project had me running 
for a tin cup from my cupboard in 
empathy to easing his pain. Then, 
I was reminded that Cappelli 
Enterprises are slated to garner a 
grand return for their initial paltry 
investment. Doesn’t the expression 
go something like…? “You have 
to make an investment in order to 
make the big bucks.”
   Besides, no one is stalling 
any project from moving ahead, 
especially not those people who 
legitimately question the veracity 
of any or all the projects in the 
pipeline. If anything, one may ask 
if it is not Cappelli Enterprises, 
by way of Apicella’s conduct, 
who are in reality, causing greater 
introspection of the projects because 
of his bellyaching. His tactics are 

incendiary to the whole equation. 
Yonkers’ only solace is that we 
have the Yonkers Fire Department 
by our side. 
   It’s Cappelli’s “dog and pony 
show,” initially touted to be 
transparent, instead having become 
an orchestrated effort at obfuscation, 
seducing many development 
devotees to be mesmerized by a 
few morsels of “truth” and “reality” 
thrown into a nebulous and opaque 
presentation. Delivery of the “feel 
good” message, devoid of sufficient 
facts, was off and on conducted 
in deference to the political 
environment and the public relations 
firms entrusted with the ability to 
manipulate rather than convince 
public sentiment. Where does one 
find a good automobile salesman 
when you need one?  
   Issues that gnaw away at the 
inquisitive mind may revolve 
about whether eminent domain is 
permissible under the laws planned 
to be codified under ones planned 

for TIF. Does New York state law 
spell out the facts or must each of us 
in Yonkers be relegated to deduce 
at our own varying capacities 
what may or may not apply, based 
upon examples touted before us 
from Chicago, Baltimore, and 
elsewhere? E=mc2 may be easier to 
contemplate.
   Personally, I would like the 
answers to be presented as lucidly 
as possible so we get this show 
on the road. No more explanation 
shortfalls; no more omissions of 
fact. For example, why has the city 
glossed over the fact that property 
which was once stipulated to be 
under the control of homebuilder 
Hovnanian was instead a place 
holder in name only? Their 
corporate mission statement 
precluded them from developing 
the type of homes delineated in the 
Master Plan to which they would 
be part. Despite former Office of 
Economic Development guru Ed 
Sheeran’s ploy, the scheme was 

found out (an acid-tongued blogger 
exclusive) and eventually sold to 
a developer of means. Mainstream 
media has yet to tackle the issue.
   Now, we find out that REMI 
Companies, only held an “option 
to buy” to develop the Glenwood 
Power Station property days prior 
to making the Alexander Street 
Development Project to which is 
was an integral part public. The 
“option to buy” was a convenient 
financial device that only helped to 
increase REMI’s credit worthiness, 
doing nothing for Yonkers future 
development plans; another acid-
tongued blogger exclusive not 
divulged in mainstream media. 
   I wish Joe wouldn’t threaten to 
leave Yonkers. Did he threaten 
White Plains, or New Rochelle? I 
just don’t have it in me to beg him 
to stay. I know he is a big boy and 
will respect us as we have shown 
him respect. It sure would be great 
to find a way to make it work. 
Threatening to leave makes it, oh, so 

personal, and counter-productive. 
   Perhaps, if Joe knew that we 
“could handle the truth,” he would 
recognize that the “truth will set 
him free!” What a way to treat the 
city where you were born?
   I don’t know about you, but I feel 
as though I am about to be thrown 
into the boxing ring. I question 
whether it will be a fair fight. Will 
I still see the “Ring Girls” after 
the first round? Stay tuned for Joe 
Apicella’s perspective. He has 
agreed to join me in an interview / 
conversation on WVOX-1460 AM 
radio on Tuesday, February 5, 2008, 
from 10am through 11am.

Cappelli Threatens to Leave Yonkers

Transparency Needed in 
Albany 
As a member of the New York 
State Assembly - one of the 212 
individuals whose member items, 
campaign donations, and legislation 
are being tracked by a new website, 
Project Sunlight - I say BRAVO! The 
effort by Attorney General Andrew 
Cuomo, led by Blair Horner, is 
exactly the kind of transparency 
needed in Albany, giving citizens 
the chance to evaluate what elected 
representatives are doing - or not 
doing - in a comprehensive way. As 
a fighter for governmental openness 
as a former City Councilman, 
County Legislator and Chairman 
of the Westchester County Board 
of Legislators, no one legislator, 
however well-meaning, could 
create such a complete effort. I’ve 

released my own member item lists 
for public scrutiny in the past, but 
unless it is done in an easy, accessible 
for all of us, such individual 
openness gains little attention. 
   Project Sunlight is a big step in 
the right direction in the reform of 
Albany.
 
George Latimer
Assemblyman, 91st A.D.

The Spirit of  
Community

   The spirit of the holidays has come to 
the Eastchester Child Development 
Center (ECDC) and Andrus 
Children’s Center in unexpected 
ways this year.  First came last 
Monday night’s fire (December 17, 
2007), thankfully without injuries 

or major destruction.  With great 
sadness though, we all face major 
disruptions in scheduling and the 
inevitable sense of loss of our safe 
and treasured space.
   But second has come the true 
spirit of the holidays in the 
form of incredible generosity, 
resourcefulness and kindness from 
our community.  It is wonderful to 
know how many in our community 
have recognized the burden on the 
children and their families, and our 
staff.  They have come forward to 
help in many ways.
   Many thanks are due to Eastchester 
Town Supervisor Anthony Colavita 
for making the town’s recreation 
center, Haindl Field House our 
short term safe home.  He and the 
Eastchester town staff have been the 
best good neighbors anyone could 
ask for.  We have also had terrific 

support from our insurance brokers, 
the Rollins Agency, and from the 
New York State Office of Children 
and Family Services.  And, the 
Eastchester Fire Department’s men 
of valor could not have been more 
efficient in containing and subduing 
the fire, limiting the damage and 
possible harm.
   It seems we have learned the true 
values of the holidays from our 
misfortune: compassion, care and 
community.  Andrus Children’s 
Center is proud to be a part of such 
a wonderful network of people who 
believe children are our treasures!
   With sincere best wishes for 
holiday joys into the New Year, 

Nancy Woodruff Ment
 President and CEO 
Eastchester, NY

NEW ROCHELLE, NY – Peter 
Kischak, president of the Service 
Station Dealers of Greater New 
York, is our guest this Tuesday 
morning, January 8, 2008, this 
year’s first program of the On the 
Level with Hezi Aris radio program 
heard on your radio dial from 10 
AM through 11 AM show, on 
WVOX-1460 AM radio, or by way 
of live, streaming audio technology 
on your computer.
   For those who can’t get enough 
radio, consider listening to Hezi 
Aris this Thursday, January 10, 
at 8:30 am, when he weighs in 
on events impacting Westchester 
politics with Bob Marrone, host of 
Good Morning, Westchester. Join 
Bob Marrone every day from 6:00 
am through 9:00 am during your 
daily commute, Monday through 
Friday.
   The call-in talk show format 
invites your perspective; share your 
thoughts. Call us at 914-636-0110. 
Those who call are asked to please 
stay on topic.

controversy during his first year. In 
fact, it is difficult for any LG to 
initiate substantial projects, and 
much of his/her work consists of 
avoiding embarrassment by not 
trying to overshadow or second 
guess the governor.  In that effort 
he succeeded. 
   Under Governor Carey, Mary 
Anne Krupsak served as LG, a 
position she lost when she opposed 
Carey in the 1978 primary.  Under 
Governor Pataki, two women 
served as LGs, Betsy McCaughey 
(Ross at the time) in his first term, 
and Judge Mary Donohue in his 
next two.  Ms. McCaughey, a 
health expert, has gone on to do 
valuable work heading a Committee 
to reduce hospital deaths caused by 
infections.
   David Paterson is the first African-
American LG to be elected. His 
father, a distinguished lawyer named 
Basil A. Paterson, was defeated for 
LG when he was the running mate 
of Mr. Justice Goldberg in 1970. 
Another black candidate, H. Carl 
McCall, was defeated by Al Del 
Bello in the Democratic primary 
for LG in 1982. DelBello, who was 
elected along with Mario Cuomo, 
quit after 25 months, saying he 
couldn’t “:carry on the charade of 
pretending I had a life,” according 
to Wayne Barrett. 
   The usual way for an LG to become 
governor is if the incumbent dies, 
resigns or is impeached.  The last 

New York’s Lieutenant Governor
LG elected governor on his own 
was Mario Cuomo in 1982. Before 
that, Herbert H. Lehman was elected 
governor in 1932 when Governor 
Roosevelt sought higher office. 
More LGs advance at midyear than 
on January 1.
   Four men in the 20th century 
became governors by filling 
vacancies.  In 1910, when 
Governor Charles Evans Hughes 
was appointed Chief Justice of the 
United States by President William 
Howard Taft, Horace White of 
Syracuse filled the office for the 
balance of the year.  In 1913, when 
Governor William J. Sulzer was 
impeached by the state assembly 
and convicted by the state senate 
and removed from office, ostensibly 
for failing to report his campaign 
contributions accurately, and 
committing and suborning perjury, 
but in fact for defying the orders of 
Tammany boss Charles F. Murphy 
by trying to appoint commissioners 
on the merits. Sulzer was succeeded 
by Martin H. Glynn of Albany.  
Tammany had elected Sulzer in 
1912, and experienced buyer’s 
remorse when the governor of New 
York State took his responsibilities 
seriously, rather than take orders 
from political leaders as to whom to 
appoint to state offices.
   Wikipedia describes the 
impeachment proceedings 
colorfully.  You should certainly 
link to it for an intimation of what 

happens to governors who are 
too much better than the boss-
controlled hacks who populate 
the legislature.  But that was 94 
years ago, legislators are probably 
somewhat wiser today and political 
bosses less powerful. Still when 
his own party turns on an elected 
official, for whatever reason, he can 
expect scant support from the other 
party. One benefit of a divided state 
legislature is that it will take two 
men to remove a governor, rather 
than one, sad and old as he may 
foolishly have been depicted. 
Only one governor of New York 
State died in office.  He was 
DeWitt Clinton, nephew of the first 
governor, George Clinton.  DeWitt 
was responsible for building 
the Erie Canal, which contributed 
enormously to the economic growth 
of New York State.  He passed away 
on February 11, 1828, at the age of 
58.  He was succeeded by lieutenant 
governor Nathaniel Pitcher, who 
served the balance of that year. 
   Governors were elected for 
two year terms until 1938, when, 
pursuant to a new state constitution, 
Governor Herbert H. Lehman was 
elected to a four-year term.  District 
Attorney Thomas E. Dewey of New 
York County was elected to the first 
of three terms of four years each in 
1942.  Dewey, as a gang busting 
DA, was a serious candidate for the 
Presidency at the 1940 Republican 
convention.  He won the nomination 

in 1944, losing to FDR, and in 1948, 
losing to Harry S. Truman.  In 1952, 
the Republicans turned to Dwight 
Eisenhower, who snapped their 
losing streak at five. 
   The other two LGs assumed the 
governorship under more tranquil 
circumstances.  Governor Herbert 
H. Lehman, who had held the office 
for ten years, 1933-42, resigned 
on December 2 of his final year to 
become director of foreign relief 
and rehabilitation operations for 
the US Department of State.  LG 
Charles A. Poletti filled in the last 
29 days of Lehman’s term and 
became New York’s first (and 
only until Mario Cuomo) Italian-
American governor. Poletti’s name 
now graces a large power plant in 
Astoria. 
   On December 17, 1973, Governor 
Nelson A. Rockefeller resigned his 
post with a year and two weeks 
remaining in his fourth four-year 
term.  His purpose was to give 
Lieutenant Governor Malcolm 
Wilson, a year or so, on the job, 
before he faced the voters in 1974. 
Rockefeller’s interest in the job 
was said to have waned somewhat 
in the fifteen years he held it. He 
had unseated Governor Averell 
Harriman in 1958, and defeated then 
United States Attorney Robert M. 
Morgenthau in 1962, City Council 
President Frank D. O’Connor in 
1966, when Franklin D. Roosevelt 
ran on the Liberal line, and former 

Supreme Court Justice and United 
Nations Ambassador Arthur J. 
Goldberg in 1970. His protégé, 
Wilson, an able fellow, lost to 
Congressman Hugh Carey in 1974, 
which you may recall was the year 
of Watergate.
   LG Paterson is unlikely to be 
elevated by either the impeachment 
or the criminal conviction of the 
incumbent governor.   President 
Nixon thought he was buying 
insurance against impeachment 
when he nominated Gerald Ford to 
be vice president, on the theory that 
no one could see Ford as a President 
of the United States.  The best thing 
the new President said on attaining 
the high office was: “I’m a Ford, 
not a Lincoln”.  At birth, he was not 
even a Ford but a King.  His name 
was changed to Ford when Gerald 
R. Ford, Sr. married his birth-
mother.  A similar chain of events 
occurred when President Clinton’s 
biological father was killed in 
an automobile accident and his 
widowed mother married a Roger 
Clinton.  In today’s contest, Barack 
Obama’s parents separated when he 
was two years old.  Whether these 
family situations had any bearing 
on the ambitions of the children 
is beyond our knowledge.  But it 
certainly didn’t prevent them from 
choosing careers in public life. 

   To echo a confession (and book 
title) of the late and inflated How-
ward Co-sell, I never played the 
game. Well, not much, anyway. 
   I didn’t like baseball as a kid, 
partially because I was no good 
at it (“Okay, we’ll take Klockie 
for right field”); but there was 
also my opinion - which I hold 
resolutely to this day - that, 
except for pitchers and catchers, 
there isn’t much for participants 
to do, or spectators to spectate. 
   Activists at the professional 
level include bat boys, umpires, 
refreshment vendors, sportswriters 
and ravenous agents, but most 
principals in the great American 
wastetime are occupied with little 
more than trotting on or off the 
field, scratching wherever it itches, 
or “chatting it up,” either from their 
playing positions or that elongated 
spittoon called the dugout. 
   That said, I admit to (but can’t 
explain) my many hours glued 
to the radio in pre-TV days, 
while announcers droned such 
unstimulating drivel as “Goes 
to the resin bag, shakes off one 
signal, shakes off another, steps up 
to the rubber, checks the runner at 

Reprise: Puhleez Take Me Out of This Ball Game!
By Joe Klock, Sr.

first, stretches, pitches...ball two!” 
   I further concede that baseball 
has its moments of suspense, drama 
and excitement, such as stolen 
bases, home runs, spectacular 
catches and dazzling double plays. 
However, for both observers and 
players alike (exceptions noted 
above), it’s pretty dull stuff. 
   Aside: I can’t get Google to 
confirm this, but I’m pretty sure 
that the late and great sports 
scribe, Red Smith, once accurately 
characterized it as “stallball.”  
   On now to the point - always an 
elusive target in these opusettes: 
   More than four years and 200 
columns ago, I ranted against a 
proposal to spend (read squander) 
$325 million on a 38,000-seat 
baseball park with a retractable 
roof and a non-retractable 
public subsidy in my winter 
headquarters of South Florida. 
   That particular boondoggle died 
a-bornin’, due to the reluctance 
of some hard-nosed and level-
headed elected officials to 
pony up a bonanza of public 
funds and an underwhelming 
groundswell of public support. 
   The idea, though, like a congenital 

disease, keeps cropping up and has 
done so again - here as elsewhere in 
an otherwise cash-strapped America. 
   In the latest local mutation, 
the retractable roof remains, the 
crowd capacity has been reduced 
to 37,000 and the estimated sticker 
price has swollen to $525 mill. 
   Also, the bothersome problem of 
public non-support has been solved 
by borrowing the end run from 
football and bypassing any need for 
voter approval (so much for taxation 
without representation, eh?). 
   Surviving in the resurrected 
plan, of course, are a bunch of 
Tajmahallic “sky boxes,” to be 
occupied in part (and free of 
charge) by some of the shameless 
end-runners aforementioned.  

Somewhat obscure is how this perk 
relates to good government and 
distances itself from naked payola. 
   Most of the sybaritic skybox 
occupants will be well-heeled 
aficianados of the game and/or 
beneficiaries of tax deductible 
expense accounts - another sucker 
punch at the public’s purse. 
   Less endowed are the ordinary 
fans, who will be rewarded by seat 
prices more than a pop fly higher 
than before and such dubious 
luxuries as hot dogs at a cost level 
approaching that of filet mignon.  
   Interestingly, and significantly, 
a mini-mob of just fifty faithfuls 
showed up recently for a 2008 
“Pick-A-Seat” session at the 
present venue, rivaling the 
outpouring of support at the latest 
Marilyn Manson Fan Club rally. 
   This underscores the 
overshadowed reality that Miami 
just ain’t a baseball town, diehard 
devotees notwithstanding - 
despite the fact that it hosted 
a team which won two World 
Series before reaching teen age. 
  Denizens of this sun-drenched 
slice of paradise tend to regard 
baseball with a degree of enthusiasm 

only a tad higher than that which 
is lavished on polo, curling, 
cricket and bowling on the green. 
   The real winners in this scheme are 
a cluster of millionaires, headed by 
the owners, who could easily afford 
to finance their playground without 
raiding the public piggy bank. 
   Despite flagging attendance, which 
is unlikely to surge dramatically 
in a new supervenue, the bucks 
are there in ancillary income (TV 
revenues, inter alia) to provide a 
generous margin of profit to Marlins 
ownership, even if future paid 
attendance totals resemble those of 
a convention of broccoli fanciers. 
   That buxomly bountiful 
bottom line is further assured 
by one of the more miserly 
payrolls in the major leagues. 
   Hey, play ball if you’d like, Boys 
of Summer, but count this former 
right fielder out of the accounting!
 
Freelance wordworker Joe Klock, 

Sr. (joeklock@aol.com) is a 
winter Floridian who summers 
in New Hampshire. More of his 
“Klockwork,” can be found at 

www.joeklock.com.
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http://WVOX.com
http://WVOX.com
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Sulzer
mailto:joeklock@aol.com
http://www.joeklock.com
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   So you think you can drink 
and drive, huh? Let me tell you 
about a guy who used to feel that 
way; I’ll just refer to him as Jack. 
About twenty years ago, Jack 
was a happily married guy with 2 
kids, living in a beautiful home on 
Long Island. He had a landscaping 
business in a nearby town and made 
an excellent living. Every year, he 
traded in his “old” Cadillac Seville 
and picked up a new one. Jack was 
a personable type of guy with many 
friends and lots of social invitations 
to enjoy. Yet, he had one flaw in 
his character; he resented being 
told that he shouldn’t drive after 
drinking alcohol. “Everybody is 
different,” he would say. “Some 
people get tipsy after one drink and 
others, like me, have much more 
capacity for booze.” 
   Jack felt the laws against drunk 
driving were too harsh and stifling 

Life Turns On a Dime  
By Bob Weir

for people who simply want to have 
a good time. Besides, he felt so sure 
of his driving skills that he was 
certain he could keep any curious 
patrol car officer from suspecting 
that he was driving under the 
influence. “As long as I stay in my 
lane and don’t drive erratically, they 
have no reason to stop me,” he was 
fond of saying. Because he had 
gotten away with driving drunk so 
many times, he felt he had mastered 
the system and was free to do as 
he pleased. Hence, it was routine 
for him to have a few drinks at the 
tavern next door to his office before 
leaving for the 5 mile drive home. 
One night, his routine became the 
unraveling of his life. 
   Jack made it all the way to his 
tree-lined residential area and was 
within a hundred feet of his home 
when a neighbor’s son stepped out 
between a couple of parked cars. 

In an instant, 
several lives 
were irreparably 
damaged. The ten 
year-old boy was 
hit hard enough 
to propel him 
through the air 
for about 30 feet. 
When he landed, 
his back was broken, his spine was 
crushed, his legs were fractured 
and he needed dozens of stitches 
in his head. The boy’s parents 
came running out of the house 
just as Jack brought his vehicle to 
a stop. He exited the car in shock 
and was seen stumbling toward the 
severely injured child. The boy’s 
father, seeing the condition of his 
neighbor, grabbed him and threw 
him to the ground. An ambulance 
and the police were summoned to 
the scene. The boy was removed to 

the hospital and 
Jack was arrested 
and taken to the 
police precinct. 
It was just the 
beginning of a 
nightmare that 
seemed to have 
no end. 
   The only good 

news to this story is that the boy 
lived, although crippled for life. 
Jack didn’t do prison time but he 
might have preferred a six by eight 
cell for a few years instead of the 
lifetime of misery that resulted 
from his irresponsible behavior. 
He had to sell his business to pay 
for legal bills, court costs and 
penalties. In addition, his family 
was so disgraced by the publicity 
that they were forced to move out 
of the neighborhood. Before long, 
they found themselves on public 

assistance and living in a small 
apartment. People who once were 
considered good friends simply 
faded away, either in fear of being 
associated with them, or because 
they no longer had anything in 
common. Jack had become a pariah 
and his family was forced to suffer 
along with him. After struggling at 
several jobs over the next few years, 
he and his family began to get their 
lives back. The last I heard of Jack, 
he had bought a home in another 
county and slowly got back into the 
landscaping business. Nevertheless, 
as bad as his life became, he was, 
ultimately, able to recover. He never 
spent a day in jail, but the little boy 
received a life sentence. 
   I don’t know how anyone could 
live with that on their conscience. 
Sure, it’s easy enough to say 
accidents happen. But that’s utter 
nonsense! Drinking and driving is 

no accident. Therefore, if you’ve 
been drinking this holiday season 
and take the risk of driving under 
the influence, don’t expect any 
sympathy from the police officer 
who stops you or the judge who 
sentences you. Because, like Jack, 
you know the consequences, but 
you made a decision to ignore them. 
If we’re lucky, you’ll be arrested 
before you kill someone.  

Bob Weir is an accomplished 
writer having penned seven novels: 

“Murder in Black and White,” 
“City To Die For,” “Powers That 
Be,” “Ruthie’s Kids,” “Deadly To 
Love,” “Short Stories of Life and 
Death” and “Out of Sight.” Bob 

Weir is a contributing columnist to 
Yonkers Tribune and Westchester 

Times Tribune.  
BobWeir777@aol.com.

RIVERDALE, THE 
BRONX, NY -- The 
Riverdale Y will inaugurate 
Riverdale’s ONLY cinema 
on Saturday, January 5, at 8 
pm with the classic, “La Vie 
en Rose”:
   From the slums of Paris to 
the limelight of New York, 
Edith Piaf’s life was a battle 
to sing and survive, live 
and love. Raised in poverty, 
Edith’s magical voice and 
her passionate romances and 
friendships with the greatest 
names of the period - Yves 
Montand, Jean Cocteau, 
Charles Aznavour, Marlene 
Dietrich, Marcel Cerdan and 
others - made her a star all 
around the world. But in her 
audacious attempt to tame 
her tragic destiny, the Little 
Sparrow - her nickname - 
flew so high she could not fail 
to burn her wings.Starring: 
Marion Cotillard, Gérard 

Saturday Nights Movies in Riverdale

WESTCHESTER, NY -- All-star 
student scholars from Yonkers High 
School will challenge Valhalla 
High School in the first round of the 
11th season of Cablevision’s The 
Challenge, an academic quiz show 
designed to test students’ knowledge 
in a Jeopardy-style format.  The 
first round match-up between 
Yonkers High School and Valhalla 
High School will air exclusively on 
News 12 Westchester and News 12 
Hudson Valley at 6:30 pm and 9:30 
pm on Saturday, January 5, with an 
encore airing the very next night, 
Sunday, January 6, 2007 at 6:30 
pm and 9:30 pm.  The Challenge, 
hosted by News 12 Anchor Brian 
Conybeare, may also be viewed 
anytime through the convenience 
of video on demand (VOD) through 
News 12 Interactive, located on iO 
TV channel 612. 
   For the first time in its 11-year 
history, The Challenge includes 
schools and students from 
Westchester/Hudson Valley region 
and The Bronx and Brooklyn, in 
addition to Long Island, New Jersey, 
and Connecticut.  More than 735 

Cablevision’s
The Challenge 

Pits Yonkers H.S. and Valhalla H.S.
in

First Round of Academic Quiz Show
students representing 147 tri-state 
area high schools are participating 
this season.  Teams are typically 
made up of students who are at 
the top of their class — academic 
all-stars who compete based on 
their knowledge of history, arts and 
literature, math and science.   
   “Every year The Challenge 
generates excitement not only for 
the participating schools, but also 
for TV audiences who enjoy playing 
along at home,” said Cablevision’s 
Vice President of Education, Trent 
Anderson.  “The 11th season 
promises fierce competition 
— and an exciting half hour of 
television each week for viewers 
of all ages.  Cablevision, through 
Power to Learn, is committed to 
the development and education of 
students in the tri-state area, and The 
Challenge gives us the opportunity 
to do so in a fun and engaging way.  
We wish Yonkers and Valhalla good 
luck as they face off in round one.” 
Representing Yonkers High School 
will be Daniel Arndt, Jazmin Graves, 
Veronica Hord (team alternate), 
Mogana Jayakumar (team captain), 

Ashwin Koshy (team alternate) 
and Zachary Wojnar. The team’s 
academic advisors are Elaine Dash 
and Leila Garcia-Muench . 
    As this season of The Challenge 
progresses, schools will vie 
each week to continue on in the 
competition, which ultimately 
results in the best teams from each 
region facing off against each other 
next spring.  Regional champions 
will then compete for the ultimate 
title, Tri-State Challenge Champion.  
The winning team in each region 
will receive $2,500 and go on to 
compete for $10,000 in the Tri-
State Championship.  Each student 
participating in the championship 
match will receive $500.  
   

More information on The 
Challenge, including standings, 

statistics and short contestant bios, 
is available on www.powertolearn.
com as the tournament progresses.  

Taking the Challenge.  The academic team from Yonkers High School will face the team from Valhalla High 
School in the first round competition of Cablevision’s The Challenge, airing January 5 and 6 at 6:30 and 9:30 

pm. Pictured during a break in taping are Leila Garcia-Muench (advisor), Elaine Dash (advisor), Jazmin 
Graves, Zachary Wojnar, host Brian Conybeare, Mogana Jayakumar (team captain), Daniel Arndt, Ashwin 

Koshy (team alternate) and Veronica Hord (team alternate). 

Depardieu, Sylvie Testud,   
Pascal Greggory.  Directed 
By: Olivier Dahan 
   The movie will be followed 
by a candle-lit Cafe, with 
coffee, wine and sweets, 
and a live performance by 
a cabaret singer.  Tickets:  
$18 (movie & cafe) are 
available online with no 
service charge at www.
RiverdaleY.org
   Then, on January 26 at 
8 pm, the Y will present a 
classic silent film, “Safety 
Last” with Ben Model live 
on the piano (just like the 
old days!).
   Yes, it’s Harold Lloyd 
in his iconic climb up the 
side of the 12-story Bolton 
Building, in a return of 
silent film accompanied live 
by Ben Model, a silent film 
historian and accompanist 
for the Museum of Modern 
Art in New York. In 1997 

he founded “The Silent Clowns 
Film Series” with film historian 
Bruce Lawton. Ben composes all 

his own scores, and performs in 
a style that is both evocative of 
the silent era and also aware of 

a contemporary (and younger) 
audience’s awareness of music 
and film scoring. Ben composes 
and improvises all his own scores, 
and performs in a style that is both 
evocative of the silent era and also 
aware of a contemporary (and 
younger) audience’s awareness of 
music and film scoring. 

After the movie – visit the upstairs 
candle-lit cafe and enjoy coffee, 

wine, sweets and a continuing live 
performance by pianist Ben Model.  

Tickets:  $18 (movie & cafe) are 
available online with no service 
charge at www.RiverdaleY.org.

file:///Westchester%20TT-Base/WTT-Vol.2%20Issue66/Articles/WTTads@gmail.com
http://www.powertolearn.com
http://www.powertolearn.com
http://www.RiverdaleY.org
http://www.RiverdaleY.org
http://www.RiverdaleY.org
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The Fine Print
By Lisa Fine 

YONKERS, NY -- Yonkers 
Riverfront Library will host an 
exhibition by the Westchester 
Photographic Society (WPS) in 
the Yonkers Room from January 5 
through January 31.  
   The exhibit is part of the WPS’ 
series of exhibits entitled “The 
Image Makers” which portrays 
a wide range of subjects and 
techniques, including nature, 
landscapes, still life, and humanity, 
as well as digitally enhanced images 
in both black/white and color.  Most 
works on display may be purchased.  
WPS welcomes all photographers, 

Westchester Photographic 
Society to Exhibit at 
Yonkers Riverfront 

Library
whether budding or professional. 
   This free exhibition is open during 
regular library hours.
   Riverfront Library, located at 
One Larkin Center across from 
the Yonkers Metro North Railway 
Station, is handicapped accessible.  
Free parking is available for three 
hours at the nearby Buena Vista 
Garage.

For further information and 
library hours, call 914-337-

1500. For information about the 
Westchester Photographic Society, 
visit their Website at wpsphoto.org.

Social Networking:
   With all the fuss about social 
networking, which involves the 
Internet, people might forget to 
focus on good old fashioned “live” 
networking, which remains the key 
technique to make new contacts 
for your business. It doesn’t work 
well if you don’t do it properly - 
– nor isn’t it as easy as “abc” The 
following are some suggestions that 
have worked for us and others on 
how to help you succeed in making 
a real, live contact.  You don’t want 
an empty, insincere dialogue or 
hands waving in the air to exchange 
cards. 
Networking Varies - according to 
where it is held: 
   Your trade associations; 
networking within your profession. 
   Are you with peers, that is, 
would we be at a public relations 
association?  Would a tech specialist 
be at a technology meeting, or a 
lawyer at the Bar Association– etc.? 
Many professionals overlook this 
kind of networking, because the 
targets are less obvious. However, 
for this reason, you might already 
know these professionals and so you 
should be touching base and trying 
to find out what’s happening.  If 
your manner is relaxed and friendly, 
they might be more likely to tell 
you.  If you are obviously digging 
for business, they will be less likely 
to share.  It’s probably best to start 
out with something innocuous 
like “have you seen my web site,” 
or “we updated our website” and 
then tell how.  You are discussing 

Flesh and Blood 
By Harriet Ketive Lerner

the tools of the 
trade, and not the 
trade itself, so 
the conversation 
can be relaxed.  
Sometimes a 
person really 
opens up about 
a big project 
they just got, 
and this might 
be your moment 
to volunteer 
assistance and 
work together.  If 
your offer has no 
takers, just move on and change the 
subject.  You might want to offer 
your card “for future needs” You 
can also network for vendors from 
other professionals in your field.  
Most people don’t mind sharing 
good providers, what better source 
than a colleague for a really good 
web designer, photographer, and 
search engine optimizer, etc.? 
Networking Events for all different 
businesses and professions: 
   Under 50 people. This size is in 
my opinion the most conducive to 
meet business prospects.  Because 
the room is not overcrowded, 
people don’t get frantic about 
meeting everyone in it (that’s the 
best way to actually meet no one!)  
You can take your time and see who 
looks friendly and walk right over.  
Use glasses at all events if you need 
them.  You won’t be able to read 
their names otherwise and it’s better 
to retain a name than to be gorgeous 
looking. (Maybe.) 

   Keep a smile 
plastered on your 
face. Keep cards 
hidden from 
sight but readily 
available to you 
when it’s time to 
hand one out. Try 
not to act over 
anxious when you 
think you have 
met “the perfect 
prospect.”
   Initiate the 
conversation by 

getting as much 
information about the person as 
you can. Ask for their cards and 
if the conversation has gone to a 
point where they have not asked a 
single thing about you it is time to 
say “nice meeting you” and move 
on. If you have the stomach for the 
sardonic you can say “don’t you 
want to know what I do?”  It’s not 
worth the time. It is worthwhile 
to hand out your card anyway – 
perhaps the person was in a coma. 
   Don’t run around trying to give 
your card to as many people as 
possible. You will be observed 
doing so and deemed desperate.  
Desperation does not sell well.  
Cards in themselves only carry value 
if you have made the “connection” 
with the person and want to take it 
one step further. Write on the back 
of the card why you would want to 
contact them.  Believe me, you will 
not remember. 
   Large venue; over 75 people. A 
great big room is less effective for 

networking. 
   Everyone will be networking 
like mad.  This hardly ever works 
because people are concerned 
they are missing out on meeting 
someone “perfect for them”.  Also 
you will probably meet a number 
of people you know already who 
will remark “let’s not waste time 
talking to one another.” This will 
stand in history as one of the least 
enlightened comments I have ever 
heard.  Not only is it insulting, 
but it overlooks the opportunity to 
quickly network with a friend who 
might tell you about a project, or 
better yet, include you in it. The 
only good part of these “free for 
alls” is the sit down.  If you are 
lucky enough to sit at a table with 
a potential client you will have it 
made, unless he/she turns his back 
on you to network with the person 
on the other side!  
   In all networking encounters, 
remember to talk about your 
website and ask about theirs.  No 
matter what business or profession, 
this is the greatest commonality 
today.  You certainly aren’t going 
to chat about your brochure or your 
card!!!! 

Harriet Ketive Lerner, president of 
Harriet Lerner Enterprises, LLC, 
public relations and branding, has 
been writing for almost thirty years 
and creating visibility campaigns 
for clients for almost ten years. 
http://www.goVisiblePR.com.

Bark Busters 
- SPCA Winner 
2008
S P C A 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
has named Bark 
Busters the “Best 
of the Best” 
for its global 
excellence in 
dog behavioral 
training. Bark 
Busters, the 
world’s largest dog training 
company, has trained more than 
400,000 dogs worldwide using its 
all-natural, dog-friendly methods. 
Bark Busters training is the only 
service of its kind that offers a 
written lifetime guarantee. 
Yorktown resident Mark A. 
Lieberman of Bark Busters offers 
many tips for keeping your dog safe 
during the holidays including not 
letting them drink the water from 
the base of the Christmas tree and 
hanging non-breakable ornaments 
near the bottom of the tree. He 
also advises to not let the dog near 
tinsel or turkey/chicken bones as it 
can lead to serious problems and to 
walk the dog or play fetch to help 
your pup relieve excess energy 
before guests arrive for your holiday 
festivities. Info: 914 414-7936.  

Cortlandt Golf Club
Hollow Brook Golf Club, 1060 
Oregon Road in Cortlandt opened 
a new banquet pavilion designed 
for private and corporate parties, 
business meetings, receptions, 
weddings and other special events. 
The room can accommodate up to 
200 guests and overlooks the golf 
course and mountain views. Info: 

914 734-1500 

E n t e r g y 
C h a r i t a b l e 
F o u n d a t i o n 
Grants
Not-for-prof i t 
o rgan iza t ions 
based in the 
Indian Point 
Energy Center 
service area 
received nearly 

$100,000 in Entergy Charitable 
Foundation grants this year. 
Organizations funded in the Hudson 
River region include the Hendrick 
Hudson Free Library, Head Start of 
Rockland County, St. Christopher’s 
Inn, the Thomas Fitzgerald Fund 
and Our Lady of the Rosary School. 
The Entergy Charitable Foundation 
is a private not-for-profit foundation 
that is wholly funded by Entergy 
Corporation. The foundation’s 
purpose is to help low-income 
families and individuals escape 
poverty by providing them with 
tools such as education, job training 
and placement, literacy, affordable 
housing and asset creation. The 
ECF accepts applications three 
times per year. The application 
submission deadline for the first 
2008 cycle is Feb. 1, 2008. Info: 
 www.entergy.com.

Dragon Boat Races – in August 
2008
It may be early to be thinking about 
plans for next summer, but early 
registration can get your crew on 
a dragon boat and also save on a 
sponsorship. Peekskill Celebration 
officials have announced that 
teams who register and pay before 

December 31 for the popular Dragon 
Boat races will receive a $200 
discount. The 2008 Dragon Boat 
Festival is scheduled for August 2 
at the Peekskill Riverfront Green. 
Dragon Boats are 41 foot long 
canoes with colorful dragon heads 
and decorative tails and need a crew 
of 16 paddlers, a drummer and a 
steersperson. Now in its 12th year, 
the Peekskill Celebration features 
concerts during the summer and 
culminates in a weekend of family 
entertainment, fireworks and the 
popular Dragon Boat races. Info: 
914 736-2000. 

New Director of SPCA
Shannon Laukhuf was promoted to 
Executive Director at the SPCA of 
Westchester, 590 North State Road 
in Briarcliff Manor. In 2002, she 
became the Director of Development 
at the SPCA and had previously 
been Director of Development at 
Teatown Lake Reservation. The 
SPCA of Westchester was founded 
in 1883 and is the only humane 
society in Westchester County 
empowered to enforce laws relating 
to animal cruelty. The non-profit 

organization receives no federal, 
state or county funds and relies 
solely on the financial support of 
donations. Info: 914 941-2896. 

The Number 100
The number 100 is a significant 
marker for many occasions. 
Remember the first time you 
counted to 100, put 100 pennies 
into a roll, made 100 dollars, or 
got a 100 percent on a test. Well, 
along with all of the New Year 
and holiday festivities, comes a 
personal celebration – this is my 
100th weekly column! 
   For me, this is a noteworthy 
milestone because I don’t think of 
myself as a newspaper writer or a 
reporter. I see myself as a member 
of the community who tries to stay 
informed about what is happening. 
   Writing this weekly column for our 
community newspaper is important 
to me on many levels. I say ‘our’ 
because without you, the people 
in the community, there would be 
little need for this information, let 
alone an entire paper that reports 
news for us. 
Whether I am getting my morning 

coffee at the bagel shop, dropping 
off dry cleaning, shopping in the 
food store, going to the gym, 
waiting at the post office or at 
the drive-up window of the bank, 
ordering flowers at the florist, 
attending a school function or high 
school baseball game, eating dinner 
at the pizza shop, etc, etc – people 
in the community and the concept 
of neighborhood is reinforced in my 
mind everyday and at every turn. 
   Clearly, the community is not a 
place where we ‘just happen to live’ 
or ‘hang our hat’ – but where we 
spend our time working, playing, 
shopping, helping others and trying 
to do the best we can. This is the 
place where we raise our children 
and hope that they follow our good 
lead. 
   Everyday all of the aspects of 
community come together and play 
a vital role in our lives.  
   Through my columns, I have the 
opportunity to share information 
about ‘our’ community - about 
a business, a new store, a 
fundraiser or an event. I find it 
particularly rewarding that people 
in our community have responded 

to my pleas to support others 
and to help make a difference for 
those in our community who are 
in need. From school supplies 
to food drives to winter coats, 
significant donations were made to 
various local agencies. Thank you 
for your kindness, generosity and 
consideration to help those in our 
community. 
   As I close this 100th column, I 
reflect on the hundreds, actually 
thousands, of businesses, services, 
organizations and people that make 
our community a special place. 
   Best wishes to all for good health, 
joy and happiness all year long. 
Peace.

To submit information for The 
Fine Print, please send emails to 

TheFinePrintNY@verizon.net, call 
914 243-9761, or visit the www.
LisaFineCommunications.com 

Website. Lisa Fine is owner of LF 
Communications, Inc. some of 

whose clients may be mentioned on 
occasion.

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- The 
Brown Bag Book Club at the New 
Rochelle Public Library will meet 
on Wednesday, January 16, from 
12:00 noon to 1:30 p.m. in the 
library’s second floor conference 
room.  
   The novel to be discussed is Love 
in the Time of Cholera by Gabriel 
Garcia Marquez. 
   Those who would like to participate 
in the discussion may borrow the 
book from the library.  Participants 
are invited to bring lunch.  

For further information, contact 
assistant director Janet Doerge at 

632-7878, ext. 13.

Brown Bag Book Club 
at New Rochelle Public 

Library

Conversation with Mayor 
Noam Bramson at New 
Rochelle Public Library

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- The 
New Rochelle League of Women 
Voters will host a “Conversation 
with Mayor Noam Bramson:” at 
the New Rochelle Public Library 
on Friday, January 18 at 9:30 a.m., 
in the library meeting room. 
   Mayor Bramson will speak 
about “New Rochelle in 2008” 
and discuss his vision for the city’s 
future.  The free program includes 
complimentary coffee and light 
breakfast fare.
   The public is invited to attend 
the informal discussion, which 
will include a question and answer 
session. 

“Let’s Learn Hebrew” with David 
Simhon     (NO CHARGE)
Thursdays, 7:30-8:30 PM, Jan. 
10, 17, 24, 31, Feb. 7 and 14 (bad 
weather make-up day) 
“Preparing a Kosher Shabbos” 
with Rabbi Ely Rosenzveig
Sunday, January 13, at 10:00 AM
$5 by January 7, $8 at the door
 “Jewish Influence on American 
Popular Music” with Larry 
Goldstein
Sundays, 9:30-11:00 AM, Jan. 20, 
27, and Feb. 3, 10, & 17
$5 per session includes bagel 
brunch
 “The History of Jews in New 
Rochelle” 
Barbara Davis, New Rochelle 
Historian
Monday, January 21 (Martin Luther 
King Day), 1:00-3:00 PM
This Sisterhood sponsored talk is 
open to all.  
$6 per person includes lunch. 
RSVPs are due to the synagogue 
office by Thursday, Jan. 17.
 Annual Comedy Cabaret
Saturday, February 2, 8:00 pm      
Tickets include live comedy 
entertainment and delicious Glatt 
Kosher Chinese food

Events Calendar at 
Congregation 
Anshe Sholom

$30 person ($36 after January 25 
and at door)
Deadline for RSVP and full payment 
is Thursday, Jan. 24
ONGOING EVENTS 
Family Shabbos Service every 
Saturday, 10:30 AM to 11:45 
AM  (NO CHARGE)
Join us for a fun-filled and 
educational service led by Tzadika 
Mizlavi.
All children, parents, and 
grandparents are welcome.
 Jewish Adult Education Classes 
every week      (NO CHARGE)
“Torah Perspectives on Human 
Relationships” 7:00 PM on 
Mondays (Rabbi Ely Rosenzveig)
“Insights into the Weekly Parsha” 
Every Wednesday at 7:00 PM by 
Rabbi Moshe Kracko
 Yiddish Vinkel every Wednesday 
at 2:00 PM     (NO CHARGE)
Have fun learning how to speak 
Yiddish with Laura Rothman! Call 
914-235-6442. 

Congregation Anshe Sholom 
is located at 50 North Avenue, 

New Rochelle, NY 10805, Phone 
(914) 632-9220;  Website:  www.

anshesholomnewrochelle.org.

   It was the South End Civic 
League’s regular monthly meeting, 
but it was not business as usual 
in any way.  The New Rochelle 
Councilman who represents the 
district was to be honored along 
with its long serving President.  
Councilman Michael Boyle, 
District 1, has faithfully come 
to the South End Civic League 
meetings each month to report what 
was happening and to address their 
concerns.  He is known for always 
being responsive to his constituents 
and, in a larger sense, to the 
residents of the city as a whole as a 
member of Council during his eight 
years of service.  
   The President, Elaine Waltz, of 
the South End Civic League, after 
conducting the business of the 
evening, immediately set the tone 
by calling Councilman Boyle the 
“man of the hour.”  She continued 
by saying it was his last official 
meeting and stated “we want to 
thank you.”   Holding up a plaque 

New Rochelle’s South End Civic League Honors Two    

By Peggy Godfrey

she presented him with a Certificate 
of Excellence which was dated 
December l0, 2007. 
   Proceeding from there she held 
a n o t h e r 
certificate.  It 
addressed the 
H o n o r a b l e 
Michael E. 
Boyle Jr. 
Councilman 
D i s t r i c t 
1.  It read 
as follows:  
“We are truly 
in your debt 
for all you 
have done 
to preserve the rights of Council 
District 1 by being independent 
and issue oriented.  You have stood 
alone on many occasions in the 
quest of making our district the best 
it could be.  You voted against the 
removal of the tax cap.  While your 
fellow council members urbanized 
our city you stood for responsible 

development.  While your fellow 
council members voted to raise 
their salaries you stood firm in 
defense of the taxpayers.  You have 

been consistent with your views of 
eminent domain.  You have always 
brought together the residents 
with the developers to provide 
the best possible solution for the 
neighborhood.  There are so many 
things too numerous to mention 
that you have done for us.  We want 
you to know that we appreciate 

everything you have done and you 
will always been in our hearts.  
Presented this day, December 10, 
2007.”
   Boyle upon receipt of these 
certificates said he was “speechless.”  
The first public meeting he attended 
as a Councilman was the South End 
Civic League and he felt “words 
can not express” his thanks for the 
organization.  He felt you  should 
always “remain steadfast in what 
you believe in” even if you don’t 
get your way.  He promised to stay 
in touch with the organization as a 
citizen.  
   Boyle then said he wanted to 
recognize its President, Elaine 
Waltz, for her 20 years of service 
and also all those who come month 
after month to work for what is best 
for the city. 
   He read a Proclamation signed 
by Mayor Noam Bramson.  
“During  her 20 years Elaine M. 
Waltz worked tirelessly to uphold 
the League’s mission to engage in 

civic activities for the betterment of 
New Rochelle and to promote civic 
awareness among its residents, 
and through her leadership, 
Elaine M. Waltz has initiated 
and facilitated the enactment of 
numerous programs and projects 
with the South End Civic League.  
Contributions of Elaine M. Waltz 
made New Rochelle a better place 
to live for our citizens.  We wish 
to congratulate and thank Elaine 
M.Waltz on the occasion of her 
being honored today by the South 
End Civic League.  Therefore, 
I Noam Bramson, Mayor of the 
City of New Rochelle, do hereby 
proclaim Monday December l0, 

“Elaine M. Waltz Day,” and ask 
that all residents bring honor to this 
wonderful woman upon her receipt 
of this most deserved recognition.”
   Waltz thanked Councilman 
Boyle.  A member of the 
League suggested Boyle should 
not go out quietly and expressed 
confidence that the newly elected 
three Republican Council members 
will bring a true issue oriented 
government where fair dialogue 
occurs. “There are good days 
ahead.”  The meeting ended with 
Waltz telling the group, “let’s 
party” and invited all to share in the 
festivities.

http://wpsphoto.org
http://www.govisiblepr.com/
http://www.entergy.com/
mailto:TheFinePrintNY@verizon.net
http://www.LisaFineCommunications.com
http://www.LisaFineCommunications.com
http://www.anshesholomnewrochelle.org/
http://www.anshesholomnewrochelle.org/
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see Joel Dorn Pg. 8

Baby Boomers 
By Rix Quinn

   I have been very fortunate to 
know Joel Dorn who made regular 
visits to my radio show, and who 
always gave me the feeling that 
he dug what I was doing, whether 
that was true or not I don’t know, 
but he always seemed to light up 
and gave me the impression that he 
enjoyed the airtime. As a kid Dorn 
was a mega hero to me, having 
been a major architect at Atlantic 
Records during the mid to late ‘60’s 
through the mid ‘70’s, so much so, 
as whenever I looked at an LP from 

Tribute to Joel Dorn
April 7th, 1942-December 17th, 2007

By Bob Putignano 

those years, I 
always felt 
c o n f i d e n t 
buying any 
r e c o r d i n g 
that bore his 
name on it as 
a producer, 
and I always 
knew the 
musicianship 
would be of the 
highest caliber. 
I once said to 
Joel, man you 

made so many great records!  Dorn’s 
humble answer was; Bob you have 
pretty good ears, and if you had the 
budgets I had at Atlantic, you could 
have made a few good recordings 
too.  How cool was Joel Dorn?  
Very cool indeed! 
   Some Joel Dorn history: Dorn 
was one of the most prominent 
producers in pop and jazz, who 
made records with some of the 
largest names in music’s history. 
Amongst them such diverse genre 
acts such as; Rahsaan Roland Kirk, 

Charles Mingus, Roberta Flack, 
The Neville Brothers, the Allman 
Brothers, Les McCann, Leon 
Redbone, just to name a few.  Dorn 
got his start in public music in 1961 
as a disc jockey in his home town of 
Philadelphia at jazz station WHAT-
FM.  Ah but that was not enough as 
Joel always felt he could produce 
records.  So much so he constantly 
wrote and called Atlantic Records 
founder Neshui Ertegun asking to 
make records for the great Atlantic 
records recording label in New York 
City.  This eventually resulted in an 
offer to allow Dorn to produce an 
artist of his choice for the company’s 
jazz division; Hubert Laws was 
his first selection, and the 1964 
LP, “The Laws of Jazz” became 
somewhat successful, so much 
so that by 1967 Dorn was offered 
full-time employment at Atlantic as 
Neshui Ertegun’s assistant.  
   Not only did Dorn produce great 
LP’s for Atlantic, he was also multi-
talented and worked in the A&R 

Fire in Early Childhood 
Center Elicits Holiday 

“Gifting” 
TUCKAHOE, NY -- The Dec. 
17th fire in the Eastchester Child 
Development Center (ECDC) on 
Bronx Street in Tuckahoe has left 45 
pre-school children ‘out in the cold,’ 
but not for long.  Through the strong 
community support for this 40-year 
institution, offers of temporary 
space, equipment and furniture, and 
financial help have been pouring in.  
“The response to this unexpected 
calamity from the community 
has been overwhelming, “said 
Nancy Woodruff Ment, CEO and 
President of the Andrus Children’s 
Center, which owns and operates 
ECDC; “from the fire fighters 
from Eastchester, Tuckahoe and 
Bronxville who handled the blaze 
to our terrific insurance company 
(Rollins in Tuckahoe) to the reps 
from NYS’s Office of Children 
and Family Services, everyone 
has pitched in to ensure that the 
children’s safety and educational 
needs are met immediately.”
   Within 24 hours of the 2:00 a.m. 
fire that damaged one of the three 
classrooms and adjacent offices, 

NEW ROCHELLE, N Y -- New 
York Yankee legend Bernie 
Williams will go to bat for charity 
when he hosts the 6th Annual 
Hillside Food Outreach Neighbors 
Helping Neighbors Benefit Dinner 
and Auction on Saturday night, 
January 26, at Greentree Country 
Club in New Rochelle. Williams 
will be joined by former teammate 
and Yankee all-time great Paul 
O’Neill. 
   The fundraiser annually helps to 
provide food for those in need in 
Westchester County and is jointly 
presented by Steiner Sports and Last 
Licks. Hillside Food Outreach is 
the only not-for-profit organization 
in Westchester County that delivers 
groceries to more than 1,600 needy 
neighbors on a monthly basis.  
For tickets or more information 
please call 914-747-0095 or visit 
www.hillsidefoodoutreach.org.

NY Yankee Legend Bernie Williams to Host 6th 
Annual Hillside Food Outreach Neighbors Helping 

Neighbors Dinner 
Yankee Team Mate Paul O’Neill is Special Guest

Eastchester Town Supervisor 
Anthony Colavita had offered 
the town’s new recreation center, 
the Haindl Field House, for the 
winter months.  Andrus has just 
completed a lease agreement with 
the Archdiocese of New York 
to renovate Father Fata Hall at 
Assumption Catholic Church in 
Crestwood while plans continue to 
raze and rebuild ECDC.  Classes 
resumed on January 2 in the Haindl 
Field House and in space at the 
Tuckahoe Community Center.
   Marion Anderson, ECDC 
director, said: “ECDC has provided 
local families with superior early 
childhood services for 40 years, 
and now in our hour of need, 
families and friends have come 
together to continue the service.   
The temporary arrangements are 
great; our long-term plan to rebuild 
will require this same devotion and 
caring.  On behalf of ‘our ‘children, 
thank you to everyone involved in 
helping us.  ‘The Grinch’ has not 
ruined ECDC’s Christmas.”

   By a small margin, members of 
our Boomers focus group selected 
fourth grade as their favorite school 
year. Not surprisingly, several 
panelists picked the quality of the 
year by how much they liked the 
teacher.  
   “That year I had a male teacher,” 
said P.M. “He wanted to start an 
elementary school track team. The 
students competed in quarter-mile 
relay races with eight stations, 
and we raced against other 
city elementary schools.”
   R.R. also ranked fourth grade 
tops. “It was the only year in 
elementary school I had classes 
in different rooms with different 
teachers. I loved social studies, and 
we learned about different places in 
the world.”
   Although our panel of Boomers 
voted fourth grade as their favorite 
in elementary school, they enjoyed 
several others too. 
   “Fifth grade,” said D.L. “None 

of the worries like graduating to 
middle school, or the pressure to 
have an official girlfriend. We were 
at the top of the food chain. Class 
seemed very easy, and I had an 
older, experienced teacher who let 
us get by with way too much.”
   “In fifth grade,” L.H. remembered, 
“my parents took me on two 
educational trips, the first one a 
historically rich tour of Boston, 
New York, Philadelphia, and 
Washington, D.C. The second trip 
I had a wonderful visit to Mexico 
City.”
   “I liked sixth grade best,” said 
D.C. “I made straight A’s, played 
all sports, and joined Boy Scouts. I 
was captain of the patrol boys. And 
I really liked my teacher.” 
Rix – who wrote the book “Words 
That Stick” – welcomes your Baby 
Boomer questions at  rixquinn@

charter.net.

DOBBS FERRY, NY -- Creation 
of a Marian Shrine in the new St. 
Cabrini Nursing Home (SCNH) 
chapel is close to fruition thanks 
to the generosity of Knights of 
Columbus, Champlain/St. Joan of 
Arc, Council 411, based in Queens.  
The Knights, represented by member 
Paul Cuskley, presented a $10,000 
check for the shrine this month 
to SCNH Pastoral Care Director  
Fr. Edwin Robinson, OFM, and 
CEO Patricia Krasnausky.  Many 
SCNH residents and families have 
roots in the Queens area. 
   The chapel will be a focal point of 
the new town-square lobby/entrance 
area that is part of a comprehensive, 
three-year major improvement 

Knights of Columbus Generosity Helps Bring 
Marion Shrine to Fruition for  

New St. Cabrini Nursing Home Chapel

(L to R) St. Cabrini Nursing Hone (SCNH) Development Director Patricia 
Horgan, Pastoral Care Director Fr. Edwin Robinson, OFM,  Paul 

Cuskley, representing the Knights, and SCNH CEO Patricia Krasnausky 
present check to St. Cabrini Nursing Home at the Knights of Columbus St. 

John of Arc, Council 411.

project at SCNH. The entire 
endeavor, which recently passed 
the half-way point, will provide the 
physical framework to help further 
the Home’s Person Centered Care 
initiative.   It is designed to promote 
resident privacy, dignity and access, 
produce a more community-like 
atmosphere, and enhance staff 
working conditions. While total 
square footage will grow by 55%, 
the resident population will remain 
at 304. The work will quadruple the 
number of single rooms, however, 
and create 86 larger, restructured 
doubles. Another special feature 
will be an enclosed garden area to 
allow memory impaired residents 
to safely enjoy the outdoors.   

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- The 
New Rochelle Neighborhood 
Revitalization Corporation 
(NRNRC) announced that a 
contribution was made toward “We 
Care….,” a community service 
donation program designed to help 
families in need during the holiday 
season. 
   “We Care….” began in 2004 

NRNRC Shows “We Care….” 
when NRNRC Board member, 
Mary Smith, donated gifts and 
clothes to residents of NRNRC-
owned properties.  Mary’s efforts 
soon inspired other Board members 
to participate.  This year, Mary has 
reached out to the entire NRNRC 
Board to contribute no less than 
$100 to the cause. As a result of 
her dedication and generous spirit, 
the entire Board’s contribution 
approached nearly $1,000, which 
was used to purchase $25 and $50 
Gift Cards that were given to the 
residents.  This holiday season, the 
NRNRC will have helped more than 
25 seniors and families through the 
“We Care….” Drive providing them 
with some holiday cheer. 
   With the success of this year’s 
“We Care….” project, NRNRC’s 
goal is to reach twice the number 
of families next year, and continue 
to spread holiday spirit to those in 
need. 
   The New Rochelle Neighborhood 
Revitalization Corporation 
(NRNRC) was founded in 1979 
by a small group of visionaries 

within the City’s Department of 
Development.  The organization has 
since been committed to its mission 
of facilitating and carrying out the 
preservation and revitalization 
of neighborhoods through the 
provision of affordable housing 
for families and senior citizens 
either by new construction or the 

rehabilitation of existing units and 
buildings.  The NRNRC is a not-for-
profit company which focuses on the 
implementation of housing policy 
and the redevelopment of local 
neighborhoods and construction of 
new, affordable housing for families 
and senior citizens.

http://www.hillsidefoodoutreach.org/
mailto:rixquinn@charter.net
mailto:rixquinn@charter.net
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MOUNT VERNON, NY -- The Stop 
& Shop store in  Eastchester, New 
York demonstrated its commitment 
to hunger relief by raising $3,322, 
and the Stop & Shop store in Mount 
Vernon, New York demonstrated 
its commitment to hunger relief by 
raising $3,617 as part of The Stop 
& Shop Supermarket Company’s 
record-breaking year with Food for 
Friends. Stop & Shop’s 18th annual 
Food for Friends campaign raised 
over $1.24 million for more than 
300 local hunger relief organizations 
throughout the Northeast. 
   “We’re very proud of our customers 
and associates,” said José Alvarez, 
president and CEO for Stop & 
Shop. “Not only have we been able 
to support food banks and hunger 
relief agencies across our trade 
area through Food for Friends, but 
we’ve been able to raise the most in 

Eastchester and Mount Vernon Stop 
& Shop Stores Help in 18th Annual 

Campaign Against Hunger
the history of the program at a time 
when food pantries are seeing their 
reserves dwindle.”
   As part of Stop & Shop’s Food 
for Friends campaign, each Stop 
& Shop store sold paper turkeys 
at checkout in $1, $3, and $5 
denominations.  The turkeys could 
be personalized by each customer 
and were displayed throughout the 
store.  One hundred percent of the 
funds raised by Stop & Shop will 
be donated to local and regional 
hunger relief organizations. 
   “This continues to be a critical 
year for fund-raising. With the 
rising costs of fuel and oil, many 
families have to decide whether 
their money will go towards food 
or heat, because they can’t afford 
both,” Alvarez said. “More than 
12 percent of Americans live at or 
below the poverty level and nearly 

a third of them are children. This 
is something we can’t ignore, and 
as one of the largest retailers in 
the Northeast, we’re committed to 
help.” 
   The funds to be donated by the 
Eastchester and Mount Vernon 
stores include money raised from 
paper turkey sales and a matching 
donation from the Stop & Shop 
corporate office. The majority of 
the funds raised go toward a local 
organization dedicated to feeding 
the hungry, with the remainder 
going towards State and regional 
food pantries. The 2007 Food for 
Friends campaign ran from Oct. 
26 to Nov. 29. All proceeds will go 
to support local and regional food 
banks in New England, New York 
and New Jersey.

NEW ROCHELLE and WHITE 
PLAINS, NY -- Even after evaluating 
hundreds of semester-end projects,  
calculating and submitting final 
grades, and bidding goodbye to 
students headed home for the 
holidays, Chef Daniel Hinder, 
of College Point, NY, director 
of Monroe College’s Culinary Arts 
Center in New Rochelle, NY, still 
had the energy to fire up the stoves 
to make enough pasta, chicken 
stew, and sautéed spinach in crème 
sauce to feed 100 hungry men at the 
Open Arms Shelter in White Plains, 
NY, a service of Grace Church 
Community Center.  Assisting 
Chef Hinder was student/teacher’s 
assistant, Anita Gardella of the 
Bronx.  The meal was served on 
Friday, December 21st.

 

Pasta (and More!) for 100 
By Bob Seitz

MOUNT VERNON, NY -- Two 
men were arrested December 28, 
2007, after members of the Mount 
Vernon Police Department Narcotics 
Unit observed them involved in 
an illegal narcotics transaction.  
Mount Vernon resident Clifford 
Tann, age 22, of 214 S. 3rd. Ave., 
and 21-year-old Marquis Bennet, 
of 35 110th St. in Manhattan, were 
both charged with 3rd Degree 
Criminal Possession of a Controlled 
Substance, a Felony.  Narcotics 
Detectives observed the two 
involved in a narcotics transaction 
at 18 E. 3rd St. shortly after 8:30 
PM. Upon investigation, the two 
were found to be in possession of 
9 grams of Crack Cocaine.  A third 
man, 34-year-old Carlos Nathan 
of 134 4th Ave. was also arrested 

Two Men Arrested in 
Crack Cocaine Probe

at the scene on an unrelated Arrest 
Warrant. 
   Police Commissioner David 
E. Chong stated that “crack 
cocaine is a dangerous drug; it 
is extremely addictive, and is a 
poison to our youth. As part of our 
continuing crime control strategy, 
this Department will do all in its 
power to get this substance off the 
streets.” 
   Tann has four prior arrests, three 
of them felonies, and he has been 
convicted of three Misdemeanor 
charges.  Bennet has three prior 
Felony arrests.  He has been 
convicted on three Misdemeanor 
charges.  Nathan has no prior 
arrest record.  All three were to be 
arraigned before Mount Vernon 
City Court.

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- More than 
700 dignitaries and invited guests 
attended the Grand Opening of The 
Ritz-Carlton, Westchester and BLT 
Steak on December 19, 2007 in 
downtown White Plains, New York. 
The debut of The Ritz-Carlton, 
Westchester is bringing a new level 
of luxury and guest service to this 
fast-growing, cosmopolitan suburb 
located a mere 32 minutes from 
Manhattan -- yet miles from the 
ordinary. 
   The new 118-room hotel is set 
in a sleek, 44-story glass building 
designed by renowned architects 
Costas Kondylis and Partners, 
and located at Three Renaissance 
Square -- a newly created block 
in the vibrant shopping, dining 
and entertainment enclave that has 
spurred new business and led to 
the revival of the city.  With very 
architectural and modern décor by 
Frank Nicholson Incorporated of 
Concord, MA, The Ritz-Carlton, 
Westchester is the area’s first five-
star caliber hotel in the sophisticated 
county.   
   The property’s prime downtown 
location places it amidst corporate 
office buildings and within walking 

The Ritz-Carlton, Westchester Debuts

 (L-R): Westchester County Executive Andy Spano; James M. Sullivan, 
Executive Vice President, Marriott International (parent company of The 
Ritz-Carlton); Simon Cooper, Chairman, The Ritz-Carlton; Jacqueline 

Sanders, General Manager, The Ritz-Carlton, Westchester; Louis R. 
Cappelli, President, Cappelli Enterprises and  

White Plains Mayor Joseph Delfino.

distance from the White Plains train 
station with its 32-minute express 
trains to Manhattan. The hotel 
lies seven miles from Westchester 
County Airport, a major corporate 
travel hub, and is close to numerous 
recreational facilities including 
many of the picturesque county’s 
famed golf clubs. Some of the 
best-known suburban communities 
in the world, including Scarsdale, 
Chappaqua, Bedford and Katonah, 
are in Westchester, which has the 
eighth highest per capita income in 
the U.S.  Part of the bucolic Hudson 
Valley, the destination is flanked 
by the Hudson River to the west 
and Long Island Sound’s beautiful 
beaches on the east. 
   Simon Cooper, president and 
chief operating officer of The Ritz-
Carlton Hotel Company, L.L.C., 
said, “We are very pleased to add 
The Ritz-Carlton, Westchester to 
our growing portfolio of city hotels. 
The growth of this region, with 
so many corporate headquarters 
located in the surrounding area, 
ensures a solid base of corporate 
travel. The affluent communities 
surrounding the hotel are certain to 
attract a range of social and special 

events for those seeking the perfect 
venue for any occasion.” 

Room reservations for The 
Ritz-Carlton, Westchester may 
be booked at www.ritzcarlton.
com, by dialing 1-800-241-333 

or through a travel professional. 
Group booking, spa appointment 
and event/catering inquiries may 

be directed to the hotel at 914-946-
5500. BLT Steak reservations may 
be requested at the same number.  

   M. H. Reed’s article entitled A 
Local Son (and Chef) Livens His 
Hometown, first published in the 
Westchester Section of The New 
York Times on December 16, 2007, 
grated on my sense of historical 
accuracy.

A Pier Review 
By Hezi Aris

   The opening sentence whetted 
my interest: “You know the story: 
local boy leaves town, makes good 
and, in this case, brings back to 
his undernourished neighborhood 
the culinary riches of the wider 
world.” 
   The second sentence caused my 
synapse to short-circuit as if fried 
by a thunderbolt: “That’s the story 
of Peter Xaviar Kelly, who, after six 
years of planning and an investment 
of several million dollars, has 
brought his latest triumph, the 
impressive x2o Xaviar’s on the 
Hudson, home to Yonkers.” 
   Truthfully, only the issue of 
“an investment of several million 
dollars” got my goat, an exotic 

meat unlikely to enter one’s palate 
at x2o.
   My sensibilities grated at the 
historical re-write of circumstances. 
The reality is that the Yonkers Pier 
is said to have cost taxpayers as 
much as $9 million. Not all of which 
was specific to the imprint taken by 
the envisioned x2o restaurant. The 
Yonkers Pier needed to have its 
underpinnings bolstered for future 
use by the New York Water Taxi, an 
enterprise promoted and endorsed 
by former Governor George Pataki, 
for a water service connecting 
New York City, Yonkers, Beacon, 

and further points north and south. 
While awaiting funding from 
Albany, the Yonkers Pier cajoled 
some interest by community 
members who wanted the Yonkers 
Pier to be landmarked. Two days 
prior to landmark status being 
granted, a section of the second 
level floor was gouged out; forever 
altering the dimensions of the 
Yonkers Pier in deference to Peter 
Xaviar Kelly’s vision for x2o: a 
fact that undercuts the veracity of 
the statement, “Along the way, Mr. 
Kelly [h]as managed to preserve — 
architecturally and historically — a 

century-old crumbling pier.”
   Rather than “several millions” 
invested by Mr. Kelly, only 
$350,000 was allegedly put into the 
venture.
   M.H. Reed’s description and 
appreciation for so much of 
the décor, cuisine, milieu, and 
service are mimicked in my recent 
experience there on a snowy and 
blustery day.
   One must wonder out loud why 
the “truth” must be spun to conjure 
fantasy? Could the project not have 
been divulged from its inception 
in a forthright manner? Could 

Yonkersites not be trusted with the 
need for a $9 million investment? 
Why have the figures been hidden 
from public view all these years? 
When will Yonkers be told the 
truth?  
   Development would receive 
greater acceptance were facts and 
figures made openly available to 
the public. The tales of triumph 
are often trumped in Yonkers by 
the spinmeisters who command 
skepticism rather than confidence. 

YONKERS, NY – Hoboken, New 
Jersey-based real estate development 
firm REMI Companies, designated 
developer of the Glenwood Power 
Station site has been caught in the 
fallout from the subprime mortgage 
crisis. “Hey, we are still afloat,” 
said Kaiser. 
   “We are starting to turn around and 
we have seen most of the worst,” 
said Kaiser, divulging that his loan 
portfolio has shrunk to $150 million 
from the $211 million last year. The 
subprime crisis has hit the meteoric 
rise of the REMI Companies, 
exacting REMI Chairman Erik 
A. Kaiser to pull away from his 
“development option for the 
Glenwood Power Station property. 
He earlier this week closed offices 
in Paterson, Union City, Plainfield, 
and Elizabeth and consolidated 
his REMI Home Loans mortgage 
operation at its Hoboken, New 
Jersey headquarters. Furthermore, 
the company laid off 70 people, 
including 50 commission-based 
sales agents, and now has 10 staffers 
and 20 sales agents. 
   Coincidentally, at the same time 
as the Community Development 
Agency advises the public of the 
Alexander Street Development 
Project, the northernmost focal 
point of the development site is in 
limbo, stalled by Kaiser’s inability 
or desire to pay owner Kenneth 
Capolino’s price to develop the 
project and slowing an aspect of the 
project until a new buyer, a future 
neighbor to the Hudson River 
Museum may be found. 

   REMI Companies and RiverOak 
Investment Corporation in July 
2007 announced that construction 
had begun at Velocity at Greystone, 
also known as the Millenium Tower 
Project. It is a nine-story, 79-unit 
luxury rental apartment building 
located at 1077 Warburton Avenue. 
The YIDA Website lists the 
completion of this project in 2007.
The $24 million project, located 
adjacent to the Greystone Metro-
North train station was to offer nine 
studio apartments, 54 one-bedroom 
apartments, 13 two-bedroom 
units and three three-bedroom 
apartments. An underground garage 
was to contain 112 parking spaces 
for residents. The site sat vacant 
for more than two years after 
several other projects stalled during 
construction. 
   Velocity at Greystone is REMI 
Companies’ second project in 
Yonkers. In May the company 
presented plans to the community 
for Better at Glenwood, a mixed-
use development that was to be 
built on the former site of the 
Glenwood Power Station. Velocity 
at Greystone is made possible 
through the financial assistance of 
the Yonkers Industrial Development 
Agency (YIDA). YIDA is providing 
REMI Companies with partial real 
property tax abatement through a 
PILOT (payment in lieu of taxes) 
agreement, an exemption from 
construction-related sales taxes, 
and an exemption from the New 
York State mortgage recording tax. 
   When Yonkers Tribune / 

Westchester Times Tribune’s editor 
weeks ago asked Lamont Blackstone 
if he had incorporated subprime 
figures and financial circumstances 
relevant to the financial climate of 
the SFC Yonkers Project, he said 
he did not. The relevance of that 
inquiry has been made salient by 
the very circumstances delineated 
above.
   Yonkers City Council President 
Chuck Lesnick advised that 
he had heard rumors to the 
difficulties REMI Companies were 
experiencing yet was unaware of 
the most recent state of affairs the 
company. Lesnick stated he was 
aware that there are developers 
interested in the purchase of the 
property.
   Robert MacFarlane, President 
and CEO of Homes of America 
Housing today advised that he 
is interested in purchasing the 
property. MacFarlane specified his 
interest in salvaging as much of the 
historic relevance of the property as 
may be saved.
   City Hall spokesperson Amanda 
Modugno advised that Mayor Phil 
Amicone was made unaware of the 
REMI Companies’ issues.
   Yonkers Industrial Development 
Agency, and Majority Leader 
Patricia McDow, Councilwoman 
representing District 1 in which the 
project was to have been built, have 
not been returned. 

Subprime Fiasco Claims
Glenwood Power Station

Developer
By Hezi Aris

other Boards – the Library Board is 
semi independent. The Town Board 
approves a budget for the library. 
The library has the ability to shift 
funds without obtaining approval 
by the Town Board. For example—
we can fund the cybermobile. 
The Library Board could then 
cut the cybermobile and use the 
funds that we identified for the 
cybermobile for any other purpose 
they choose.  The library claims it 
is “an independent autonomous and 
education corporation charted by 
the Board of Regents” and does not 
have to answer to the Town Board 
once it receives a budget.
   Last week the Library Board 
decided to eliminate the cybermobile 
and to close the library on Sunday’s. 
I strongly object to these cuts. They 
are not necessary.  I feel that many 
of the library purchases could/
should be deferred until AFTER 
the new library opens. Construction 
will not be completed until at least 
October, 2008.  I am interested in 
knowing how potential candidates 
for this vacancy feel about both the 
cybermobile and Sunday hours. 
   I would also be interested to know 
Library Board candidates views on 
creating an independent Library 
District. An independent library 
district would have their annual 
budgets approved by the voters each 
year. And, Library Board members 
would be elected by the people.  

Vacancy 
on Library 

Board
From Page 1 Mayors met during a working lunch 

session to discuss the challenges 
they all face as city leaders and 
to share information to overcome 
these challenges. 
   During a live-webcast news 
conference in the Blue Room of 
City Hall, Young was chosen to 
speak on behalf of the New York 
State Mayors. He also took the 
opportunity to sign on to Mayor 
Bloomberg’s coalition against 
illegal guns. 
   “I sincerely thank Mayor 
Bloomberg for bringing us 
together. This was an opportunity to 
network and discuss on significant 
issues that impact our respective 
cities. We all have similar issues 
including crime, illegal handguns, 
education, as well as overall day-
to-day city management. We 
didn’t just discuss problems, but 
the possibility of collaboration on 
solutions. My administration will 
work conscientiously with him 
and our neighboring colleagues in 
government to develop innovative 
policies and initiatives to help 
build stronger communities,” stated 
Young.   
   Mayor Bloomberg also shared 
invaluable information on a number 
of the Bloomberg Administration’s 
key initiatives, including: PlaNYC, 
his far-reaching plan to fight global 
warming and create a more livable 
city; the 311 Customer Service 
Center, which has dramatically 
improved the accessibility of City 
services; and innovative reforms 
that are improving schools in the 
nation’s largest school district.  
   “We’ve learned so much as we 

transformed New York over the last 
six years by using accountability 
and innovation, and by investing 
in the future. Whether you’re 
the mayor of 18,000 or 8 million 
people, the goals are the same: 
clean streets; strong schools; a 
robust local economy; open and 
accountable government and, above 
all, safe neighborhoods. I welcome 
the chance to share our success in 
those areas with other mayors, and 
to hear about their own particular 
strategies and challenges,” Mayor 
Bloomberg said. 
   The other mayors-elect who 
attended the luncheon include: 
Mary Foster, Mayor Elect of 
Peekskill, NY; Steven Gold, 
Mayor Elect of Beacon, NY; Scott 
Johnson, Mayor Elect of Saratoga 
Springs, NY; Michael Manning, 
Mayor Elect of Watervliet, NY; 
David Roefaro, Mayor Elect 
of Utica, NY; Richard “Rick” 
Scalera, Mayor Elect of Hudson, 
NY; Ann Thane, Mayor Elect of 
Amsterdam, NY; John Tkazyik, 
Mayor Elect of Poughkeepsie, NY; 
John Bencivengo, Mayor Elect of 
Hamilton, NJ;  Thomas Kelaher, 
Mayor Elect of Toms River, NJ; 
April Almon, Mayor of East 
Haven, CT; and Bill Finch, Mayor 
of Bridgeport, CT. 
   Young was formally sworn in as 
the 20th Mayor in the City of Mount 
Vernon’s during a special ceremony 
held at the Greater Centennial 
A.M.E. Zion Church located at 100 
West Fourth Street, Mount Vernon, 
New York on Tuesday, January 1st, 
2008 at 9:30 a.m. 

Mayor-Elect Clinton Young 
Talks Big City Issues with Mayor 

Bloomberg and Other City Leaders
From Page 1

http://www.ritzcarlton.com/
http://www.ritzcarlton.com/
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occupied property is required to 
keep the sidewalk adjoining such 
property, if paved, clear of snow and 
ice.  All sidewalks in the business 
district must be cleared of ice and 
snow by 9AM and 4PM of each day, 
whether or not snow is still falling.  
All paved sidewalks in other 
districts must be cleared of snow 
within 12 hours of the cessation of 
snow falling.  Ice remaining on the 
sidewalk after it has been cleared 
or forming thereafter shall, if not 
easily removable, be kept covered 
with clean ashes, sand or the like, 
to assure the safety of pedestrians.  
Many of the calls we received for 
sidewalk clearing were on non-
Village property including Metro 
North, the School and the Post 
Office. 
   During the best of storm conditions, 
merchants must push their snow 
toward the parking meters.  Our 
Village plows also deposit street 
snow close to the curb.  Since our 
Village is densely packed with 
parked vehicles, clearly this snow, 
let alone ice, is difficult to manage 
and maneuver.  Our last snow storm 
quickly became an “ice” storm with 
temperatures dropping so low that 
snow quickly became solid ice.  For 

that reason, any parking meter tickets 
issued on Monday, December 17th 
and Tuesday, December 18th have 
been rescinded.  Those residents 
who have already paid will be 
reimbursed.  Those who received 
tickets those two days and have not 
yet made payment need not respond 
to the violation.  All violations have 
been voided by the Village Justice.  
   We ask the patience of residents 
living in or near the business district 
because the only time cars are 
away from the curbs is in the early 
morning hours.  Our equipment is 
by nature, noisy, but necessary.  Ice 
can only be removed by front-end 
loaders and not plows.  Plows can 
only skim the surface in packed 
ice conditions.  Please continue to 
bring areas of unsafe conditions to 
our attention and we will endeavor 
to remedy the situation or alert the 
responsible party. 
   In times of weather emergency, the 
Village government will respond 
immediately to the best of its ability.  
However, we, residents, merchants 
and property owners, must work 
in concert with our Public Works 
and Police Departments to assure a 
quick and thorough recovery from 
whatever the winter season may 
throw our way.

Mayor’s Column
From Page 1

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- The 
Westchester County Office of 
Tourism announced the addition of 
two key members to its team. 
   Michael J. Lavery joins as deputy 
director of Tourism. He has held sales 
positions at both the Renaissance 
Westchester Hotel and Tarrytown 
House Estate & Conference 
Center, and has extensive hotels 
sales and operations experience. 
At the Office of Tourism, Michael 
will promote the county’s Hotels, 
Conference Centers and attractions, 
and will attend trade shows, and 
solicit conferences to be held in 
Westchester County. 
   Also joining the office is new 
marketing manager, Lydia A. Ruth. 
She brings her years of experience 
as director of public relations 
at the Empire State Building to 
Westchester County.  Lydia has a 
solid background in event planning 
and implementation and public, 
tenant and investor relations as 
well as real estate management. 
Lydia will work on promotional 
and advertising campaigns, attend 

New Additions
to New York’s
Golden Apple

travel and media shows, write and 
edit electronic and other media 
copy and update the Tourism Office 
website.
    “I am delighted to welcome 
Michael and Lydia to the team,” 
said Kim Sinistore, director of 
the Westchester County Office of 
Tourism. “Westchester is an amazing 
destination for business and leisure 
travel. I am confident our team will 
develop new partnerships, while 
maintaining existing ones, and 
bring in additional tourism business 
for our great hotels, attractions, 
restaurants, parks and events.” 
   For more information about the 
county’s attractions and lodging, 
visit www.westchestertourism.
com, the Tourism Office at 222 
Mamaroneck Avenue in White 
Plains or call (914) 995-8500 or 
toll free, (800) 833-9282.  “The 
Westchester Way – New York’s 
Golden Apple!” 
   Lydia A. Ruth is the scheduled 
guest on WVOX 1460 AM Radio 
on February 19th at 10 A.M.

WHITE PLAINS, NY – 
Assemblyman Adam Bradley 
(D-White Plains) announced that 
Westchester County, as well as the 
Town of Lewisboro, and Village 
of Mount Kisco, will receive 
significant funding from New York 
State to improve local recycling 
programs and equipment. The 
funding, provided through the 
state Environmental Protection 
Fund, constitutes a matching grant 
initiative that will award localities 
up to 50 percent reimbursement, 
upon final approval by the state. 
   “Advocates for the environment 
fought all year to improve funding 
for land conservation 
and preservation,” said Bradley. 

Local Recycling Programs to Get State Boost
“This matching grants program 
continues 
the progress we have made, 
statewide and right here at home 
in Westchester, to expand what we 
can do to enhance our recycling 
programs and perhaps even 
more important, wake people 
up to what we need to do for our 
environment.” 
   The following municipalities in 
Westchester County are eligible to 
receive matching grants: 
• Westchester County….…$298,125 
for recycling education 
• Town of Lewisboro.……$23,288 
for recycling equipment 
• Village of Mount Kisco...$500,517 
for recycling equipment 

• Town of Yorktown …….$13,598 
for recycling equipment 
• City of Peekskill….……..$44,014 
for recycling equipment 
• Village of Irvington.…… $8,500 
for recycling equipment 
• Village of Port Chester….$5,000 
for recycling equipment 
   “Local governments have taken 
a lead in figuring out what their 
communities and 
residents need to promote successful 
and manageable recycling 
programs,” continued 
Bradley. “It is our job at the state 
level to ensure they have the 
resources to sustain these 
programs. Each community is 
different and this matching grants 

approach recognizes 
that by permitting flexibility. It 
is the approach we took with the 
Community 
Preservation Act and I believe it 
works.” 
   Bradley is referring to the Hudson 
Valley Community Preservation 
Act he sponsored
that was signed into law this year. 
The law allows communities in 
Westchester and 
Putnam Counties to voluntarily 
establish community preservation 
funds to protect the 
region’s natural resources. 

his presentations.   
   “In addition to sharing ideas about 
the subject I’m lecturing on, I often 
meet people who have links to the 
topics that are similar to mine.  And 
recently, I met a woman who turned 
out to be a former public school 
classmate when we both lived on 
Manhattan’s East Side,” he recalls. 
   “It’s always interesting to see how 
audiences react to Martin,” said John 
Muzio, executive director of Classic 
Residence by Hyatt in Yonkers.  
“He’s a walking encyclopedia of 
interesting information and he 
really knows how to package it so 
that listeners want to learn more 
about the topic.  It’s because of 
people like him and the many other 
residents who share his diverse 
interests and intellectual curiosity 
that we can offer so many cultural 
programs here and off-site.”    
   Dr. Schwartz traces his decision 
to become an independent lecturer 
to a conversation he had with noted 
actress Helen Hayes, who he met 
through his work at Rockland 
Community College. 
   “I forget exactly how it happened, 
but Maxwell Anderson’s name 
came up in the conversation and we 

discovered we were equally fond of 
his work.  We also realized it was 
the 100th anniversary year of his 
birth so Miss Hayes said: ‘let’s do 
something about it.’  I prepared a 
lecture on his contributions to the 
theatre and found I enjoyed the 
experience as much as I enjoyed his 
plays,” he says. 
   A theatre buff since his early 
teens, Dr. Schwartz has since 
prepared approximately twenty 
different lectures focusing on four 
subject areas: history of musical 
theatre, giants of Broadway (“My 
favorite was George M. Cohan, 
but Irving Berlin, Cole Porter and 
Richard Rodgers are also deserving 
of attention”), poets of drama and 
great comedians.  Each of the 
lectures, which range in length from 
60 to75 minutes, includes a video.  
And each is constantly updated by 
research. 
   Included among the historical 
figures whose lives also have 
been the subjects of his lectures 
are Thomas Paine, former New 
York Governor Alfred E. Smith 
and educator Williams Holmes 
McGuffey. 
   “I could do most of my research 

via my computer, but I’m old 
fashioned and prefer to poke 
around libraries,” Schwartz said. 
“Fortunately, the new Riverfront 
Library is a short drive from Classic 
Residence by Hyatt in Yonkers so 
I’ve spent many productive hours 
there.” 
   A former resident of Greenwich, 
CT,  Schwartz moved to Classic 
Residence by Hyatt in 2003 when 
he and his daughters decided 
a comfortable two–bedroom 
apartment close to New York City 
attractions made more sense than a 
three-level home in Connecticut. 
   “I had reservations at first, but I 
soon became close to a wonderful 
woman at the residence who shared 
my love for New York’s cultural 
attractions and I’m glad to be here,” 
he said.  “We initiated a lot of group 
outings to the city and this enabled 
me to develop other friendships 
here as well.” 
   Dr. Schwartz, who has served on 
the faculties of Baruch College, 
Iona College, Pace University 
and SUNY Rockland Community 
College (where he also established 
a management institute that taught 
business courses to local business 

people), devoted a large portion 
of his career to heading a greeting 
card company in New York City.  
In addition to his lecturing to local 
organizations, he also conducts 
a course at Classic Residence by 
Hyatt on oral histories, as well as 
leading Friday night services and a 
Seder each year. 
   “We’re really fortunate to have 
been able to attract people like Dr. 
Schwartz as residents,” Muzio said.  
“They definitely keep our cultural 
programs well-attended and on a 
high intellectual level.”  
   Classic Residence by Hyatt is a 
national leader in luxury living for 
older adults that currently develops, 
owns and operates upscale senior 
living communities from coast 
to coast. The toll-free corporate 
number is 1-800-421-1442, and 
the company’s Web site is www.
hyattclassic.com.

Organizations interested in having 
Dr. Schwartz lecture to their 
constituents may call him at  

914-476-4888.

Martin Schwartz Began Second Life at 80
From Page 1

MOUNT VERNON, NY -- Ms. 
Stacey Johnson, RN, of Pelham, 
N.Y., has been named Nursing 
Supervisor at Meadowview 
Assisted Living Residence at The 
Wartburg. In this capacity she is 
responsible for the oversight of all 
nursing care within the residence 
and the management of Licensed 
Nurse Practitioners and Home 
Health Aides. She will coordinate 
all patient services and provide 
healthcare education for residents 
and their families. 
   Ms. Johnson worked previously 
as a staff nurse at the Veterans 
Administration Medical Center, 
The Bronx, N.Y. She received 
a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Nursing from Hampton University, 
Hampton, VA, and a Master of 
Nursing degree in Community and 
Public Health from Hunter College 
of City University of New York, 
New York, N.Y. 
Also joining the nursing staff at 
Meadowview is Althea Harvey, 
LPN, of The Bronx, N.Y. Ms. 
Harvey worked previously as 
a private duty Licensed Nurse 
Practitioner and received her 
training at the Vocational Education 

The Wartburg Adult Care Community Announces 
Three Staff Appointments 

Extension Board School of Practical 
Nursing, Uniondale, N.Y. 
   Ms. Rosemarie Moreno 
of Greenwich, CT, has been 
named Wellness Coordinator at 
Meadowview to oversee one-on-
one exercise programs and daily 
fitness classes for Meadowview 
residents to maintain and improve 
their physical strength. She will 
also be in charge of the activities 
program for the residence. She is a 
Certified Personal Trainer through 
the Aerobics and Fitness Association 

of America and the National 
Academy of Sports Medicine. In 
addition, she is a Certified Yoga 
Teacher through Yoga Fit. Prior to 
joining The Wartburg, Ms. Moreno 
worked as an instructor coordinator 
for HealthCare Dimension Inc.’s 
Senior Sneakers Fitness Program.  
   The Wartburg Adult Care 
Community is a not-for-profit 
Lutheran ministry, serving people 
of all faiths with a full range of 
residential options and health-related 
services for older area adults and 

their families. The Wartburg offers 
skilled nursing care, rehabilitation, 
Alzheimer’s and dementia care, 
assisted and independent living, 
adult day services, home care, 
pastoral care and monthly caregiver 
support groups. 

For more information about The 
Wartburg Adult Care Community, 

call (914) 699-0800 or visit 
www.thewartburg.org.

YONKERS, NY -- Preparing 
lunches for over 2,200 children 
each school day is no simple task! 
That is what Anna Girardi, School 
Food Service Cook at Mark Twain 
Middle School has been doing 
with pride since 1989! To honor 
her distinguished service, Yonkers 
Public Schools has selected Mrs. 
Girardi as Employee of the Month 
for December 2007. 
   Anna Girardi began her career 
with the Yonkers Public Schools 
as a Food Service Helper in April 
1989, advancing to the position 
of Cook in 1993.  According to 
Mary Anne Sullivan, Supervisor 
of Food Services, “Anna has been 
a dedicated and conscientious 
employee of the Food Services 
Department for 18 years.  Her 
professionalism and creative talent 
is evident every day as she prepares 
her recipes for the student and adult 
cafeterias.  And her concern for 

Anna Girardi is Chosen 
Yonkers Public Schools’ 

December 2007 Employee 
of the Month

the children is limitless. Anna is 
an integral part of the Mark Twain 
Food Service staff and a true asset 
to the district.”
    Mrs. Girardi and her husband, 
Joseph, have four grown children, 
Salvatore, Nicholas, Louisa and 
Anthony. 

YORKTOWN HEIGHTS, NY -
- Special Program and Resource 
Connection (SPARC, Inc.), has 
announced that Gail Goodman, 
President of Goodman Consulting 
Services, and a resident of Croton-
on-Hudson, has been elected as 
President of the SPARC Board of 
Directors.  
   Ms. Goodman has experience in a 
wide range of issue areas, including 
criminal and juvenile justice, youth, 
immigration, education, mental 
and physical health, aging, and the 
arts.  She has been consulting with 
nonprofits and foundations since 
1989. 
   SPARC, located in Yorktown 
Heights, New York, is a not-for-
profit agency providing social, 
recreation, and therapeutic 

New SPARC President
services for youth and adults with 
developmental disabilities.  Since 
1989, SPARC has been dedicated 
to delivering dynamic recreation 
opportunities to over one thousand 
individuals with special needs and 
support services to their families 
and agencies, in Westchester and 
Putnam Counties.  Additionally, 
SPARC conducts Kids Express, 
an after-school program helping 
students in 11 local elementary 
schools develop friendship and 
social skills.

For more information about 
SPARC and its programs, call Rose 

Rothe, Executive Director at  
(914) 243-0583 or
 www.sparcinc.org.

Give the gift of life this holiday season … DONATE BLOOD!

Friday, January 4th ~ 10:30am to 4:00pm

Westchester Center for Rehabilitation & Nursing

10 Claremont Avenue, Mount Vernon

Information or Appointments 914.699.1600 x337

or schedule your appointment at www.nybc.org

Please be sure to eat breakfast the day of your donation, and bring photo or signature ID,

or your bar-coded NYBC Donor ID Card. Refreshments will be served after your donation.

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- Bob 
Marrone, host of the popular 
and highly regarded “Good 
Morning Westchester” program 
on WVOX (1460 AM) radio, 
recently had a unique, if not 
unprecedented segment, on his 
show – live Improvisational 
Comedy.  Andy Wainer, director of 
“Improvabilities”, a local Comedy 
Improv troupe, appeared with 
several members of the troupe, to do 
some scenework with Bob.  Totally 
spontaneous, Wainer and fellow 
improvisers Ed Walther, Linda 
Goldberg, Joan Yanowitch, and 
Bill Rothman, created characters 
and scenes, along with Bob, who 
proved to be an exceptionally 
gifted improviser in his own right!  
Normally performed on stage, Bob 
Marrone and the troupe members 
proved that it can work on the radio 
as well. 
   In fact, during the segment, 
Marrone renamed the group “The 
Improvables”, and they like the 
name so much, they may keep it! 
Director Andy Wainer has taught, 
presented, performed, and directed 
more than 725 Comedy Improv 
programs, workshops, classes and 
performances, for all ages, since 
1994.

Radio 
Improv!

http://www.westchestertourism.com/
http://www.westchestertourism.com/
http://www.hyattclassic.com/
http://www.hyattclassic.com/
http://www.thewartburg.org/
http://www.sparcinc.org/
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In Memoriam

Christian J. Becker, of Westchester 
County, passed away on December 
27, 2007.  He was 80 years 
old.  Chris was a WWII US Army 
Veteran and an Active Life member 
and Past President of the Westchester 
Firemen’s Association.  He was the 
Founder and Editor of “Westchester 
County Volunteer,” the premier 
Firefighters magazine.  He was 
Past President of the Southern NY 
Firemen’s Association and was 
instrumental in having the fire-
safe Cigarette Bill passed in the 
NY Senate and Assembly, after 18 
years of hard work.  Chris was a 
Chaplain with NY State Assoc. of 
Fire Chaplains; he was co-chairman 
of the Legislative Committee of the 
Firemen’s Association of the State 
of New York and the Hudson Valley 
Volunteer Firemen’s Association. 
Harriette and Chris have been 
together since 1982.  He is survived 
by a sister, Dolores Bordash, 10 
nieces and nephews, 21 grand 
nieces and nephews and 4 great, 
great nieces and nephews.  His 
extended family with Harriette 
includes a daughter, 3 grandsons 
and 2 great grandsons.  And his 
family also includes the hundreds 
of firemen that were his friends 
and brothers. Funeral services 
were held at Flynn Memorial 
Home, 1652 Central Park Avenue, 
Yonkers, NY. In lieu of flowers 
donations may be kindly made to 
The Firemen’s Home, 125 Harry 
Howard Avenue, Hudson, NY (518) 
828-7695. FLYNN MEMORIAL 
HOME 1652 Central Park Avenue, 
Yonkers, NY (914) 963-5178 www.
flynnmemorialhome.com.

R Gloria Marie Begley (Maggiola), 
85, of Yonkers, New York, beloved 
mother, grandmother and great-
grandmother died on December 
16, 2007. Gloria went to the arms 
of the Lord peacefully at Vero 
Beach Hospice House after a short 
illness and was surrounded by her 
family and the caring staff. Gloria 
was born on September 22, 1922 in 
New York City to Marie Maggiola 
and Jerome Maggiola. She had 
an enjoyable career with Otis 
Elevator, where she worked as an 
Assembler. Gloria cherished many 
long-lasting friendships throughout 
her career with Otis Elevator. 
Gloria also enjoyed spending time 
with her surviving sisters, Pauline 
Gembrowski and Rita Schrader 
and her cherished nieces Deb 
Gembrowski. Gloria is survived by 
her son Robert Begley and his wife 
Janet, three grandchildren and two 
great-grandchildren and many dear 
friends. Gloria was predeceased in 
death by her loving husband of 30 
years, William Begley and beloved 
daughter Gail Rondinelli. A Mass 
of Christian Burial was held at 
Sacred Heart Church. Interment 
followed at St. Joseph’s Cemetery. 
In lieu of flowers, the family 
requests donations be made in 
Gloria’s memory to Hospice House 
of Vero Beach, 1110 35th Lane, 
Vero Beach, FL 32960. WHALEN 
& BALL FUNERAL HOME 168 
Park Avenue Yonkers, NY (914) 
965-5488 www.whalenandballfh.
com.

Rosalind Bybel of Yorktown 
Heights died on Monday, December 
24, 2007 at age 89. Born on 
September 2, 1918 to Frank and 
Mary (Koske) Bybel in Yonkers, 
where she was raised and educated. 
Ms. Bybel worked as a secretary for 
Otis Elevator for over 30 years. She 
was a parishioner of Sacred Heart 
Church. Rosalind is survived by her 
brother Michael Bybel of Yonkers 
and her nieces and nephews; Jerry, 
Michael, Frank, John, Peggy and 
seven grand-nieces and nephews; 
Ginny, Donna, Jerry Jr., John Jr., 

Barbara Ann, Robert and Michael. 
She was predeceased by her brother 
John Bybel and two sisters; Mary 
Bybel and Jewel Babian and a 
nephew, Richard Bybel. Mass of 
Christian Burial was held in Sacred 
Heart Church. Interment, St. Joseph 
Cemetery. WHALEN & BALL 
FUNERAL HOME 168 Park Ave-
Yonkers (914) 965-5488. www.
whalenandballfh.com. 

Mary A. Drohan of Yonkers died 
on Wednesday Dec. 12, 2007 at 
age 91. Born on March 12, 1916 to 
Thomas and Nellie (Ryan) Drohan 
in Yonkers where she was raised 
and attended local schools and 
graduated from St. Joseph Nursing 
school. Ms. Drohan was a registered 
nurse at Yonkers General Hospital 
for over 40 years. On March 9, 1957 
she married Thomas Bonanno in 
Connecticut. He died in 1969. Mary 
was a parishioner of Sacred Heart 
church in Yonkers. She is survived 
by her 4 nieces, Nancy Forstrom, 
Geraldine Deubel, Barbara Duckles 
, Mary Ellen Tavares and one 
nephew Thomas Tavares. She was 
predeceased by her sister Ann 
Ferguson and her brother Buddy 
Drohan. A mass of Christian burial 
was held for Mary at Sacred Heart 
Church. Interment followed at Gate 
of Heaven Cemetery. WHALEN 
& BALL FUNERAL HOME 168 
Park Ave-Yonkers (914) 965-5488. 
www.whalenandballfh.com.

Lew Futala of Yonkers died on 
Friday, December 21, 2007 at 
age 85. Born on January 23, 1922 
to Basil and Anna Futala in the 
Ukraine. Mr. Futala was the former 
president of the SUMA Credit 
Union in Yonkers for over 30 years, 
from 1972 to 2003. On January 21, 
1950 he married Helena Doberczak 
in New York City; she survives, 
living in Yonkers. Mr. Futala was 
a parishioner of St. Michael’s 
Ukrainian Catholic Church. In 
addition to his wife, Helena, he 
is survived by two sons, Bohdan 
(Martha) Futala of Santa Monica, 
CA and Myrosoaw (Pamela) Futala 
of Georgia; his granddaughter, 
Adraiana and his brother, Ihor. 
He was predeceased by a brother, 
Wasyl. Divine Liturgy was held in 
St. Michael’s Ukrainian Catholic 
Church. Interment followed at 
Holy Spirit Cemetery in Campbell 
Hall, NY. WHALEN and BALL 
FUNERAL HOME 168 Park Ave., 
Yonkers (914) 965-5488 www.
whalenandballfh.com. 

Andrew R. Heffern of Yonkers 
died on Wednesday December 
12, 2007 at age 39. Born on July 
18, 1968 to William and Helen 
(Nimmo) Heffern in Yonkers 
where he was raised and educated, 
he graduated from Saunders 
High School. Mr. Heffern was a 
Con Edison employee in the gas 
department for many years. Andrew 
is survived by his parents, William 
and Helen and his brother, David. 
There was a committal service at 
Ferncliff Chapel in Hartsdale, NY.  
Whalen & Ball Funeral Home 68 
Park Ave, Yonkers (914)965-5488 
www.whalenandballfh.com.

Stanislaus Hogg of Yonkers died 
on Wednesday Dec 12, 2007 at 
age 63. Born on Feb 16, 1944 to 
Douglas and Helena ( Kieltyka) 
in New York City, where he was 
raised and educated. He graduated 
from Gorton High School and 
Virgina Tech University where 
he received his B.S. and Masters 
Degree in Education. Mr. Hogg 
was an English teacher for 
Saunders High School until he 
retired in 2000. He also served as 
a union representative at school and 
volunteered his services in various 

functions. He was a parishioner of 
St. Casimirs Church. On June 7, 
1970 he married his loving wife 
Barbara Nimmo in Christ the King 
Church, she survives. Mr. Hogg is 
survived by his six beloved children 
Andrew ( Amy) of Yonkers, Timothy 
( Ania) of Yonkers, Mark (Debbie) 
of Eliazville,NY, Alison (Jon) 
Chattman of Mamaroneck, Barbara 
Ann (John) Correira of Silver 
Springs, MD, and Melinda Hogg 
and his four cherished grandchildren 
Dillon, Sean, Christopher and 
Emily. A Mass of Christian burial 
was held at St. Casimir’s Church 
in Yonkers. WHALEN & BALL 
FUNERAL HOME 168 Park Ave-
Yonkers (914) 965-5488. www.
whalenandballfh.com.

Casimir Judis of Yonkers died 
on Thursday, December 20, 2007 
at age 76. Born on September 29, 
1931 to Michael and Caroline 
(Eckert) in Yonkers where he was 
raised and graduated from Saunders 
High School. Mr. Judis worked as 
a maintenance man for Dellwood 
Dairy for many years. He also served 
in the Marines. During the Korean 
War, he was a parishioner of St. 
Casimir’s Church and did volunteer 
work with Boys and Girls Town. He 
is survived by his brother, Walter 
Judis of Yonkers, and his sister, 
Caroline Cashin of Massachusetts,  
and several nieces and nephews. 
Mass of Christian Burial was held 
in St. Casimir’s Church. Interment 
at St. Joseph Cemetery. WHALEN 
& BALL FUNERAL HOME 168 
Park Ave-Yonkers (914) 965-5488. 
www.whalenandballfh.com. 

John Kolachik of Yonkers, died 
on Friday, December 14, 2007 at 
age 85. Born on October 7, 1922 to 
Lucas and Anastasia (Malinowski) 
Kolachik in Yonkers where he was 
raised and attended local schools. 
Mr. Kolachik was the mechanical 
supervisor for Liberty Lines Bus 
Corp. in Yonkers for over 40 years. 
On September 15, 1945 he married 
Rosa B. Gusztyn in St. John’s 
Episcopal Church in Yonkers; she 
died on February 11, 2005. John was 
a World War II Navy Veteran and a 
parishioner of St. John the Baptist 
Church when living in Yonkers. 
Mr. Kolachik is survived by his 
daughter, Rose Anne Carozza and 
her husband Anthony of Yorktown. 
He is also survived by his four 
grandchildren; Todd and his wife 
Rekha, Brad and his wife Kim, 
Gina and her husband Matthew 
Hayes, and Dana Carozza; and two 
great-grandchildren, Alexandra and 
Ashley. Mass of Christian Burial 
in St. John the Baptist Church.  
Interment at St. Mary’s Cemetery. 
WHALEN & BALL FUNERAL 
HOME 168 Park Ave-Yonkers (914) 
965-5488. www.whalenandballfh.
com.

CAP, The Capuchin Franciscan 
Friars of the Province of Saint Mary 
(New York-New England) mourn 
the death of their brother, Father 
Barry McMahon, who died on 
Friday, December 21, 2007 at the 
Holy Name Friary in Ringwood, NJ. 
Fr. Barry (born Cornelius) was born 
in Manhattan on September 8, 1922, 
son of Cornelius and Helen Kearns 
McMahon and was baptized at the 
Church of St. Michael in New York 
City. He attended PS 203 elementary 
school and Samuel J. Tilden High 
School in Brooklyn and received 
his BA in Business Administration 
from St. John’s University in 1943. 
Fr. Barry served in the U.S. Army 
from 1943-1946 and continued as 
economic adviser to the U.S. Army 
Military Government in Japan from 
1946-1950. Fr. Barry then attended 
the Cornell University of Law in 
Ithaca, NY from which he received 

his Doctorate in Law in 1953. From 
1953-1955 he studied philosophy 
(as a postulant) at Mary Immaculate 
Friary, Garrison, NY. He entered the 
Capuchin Franciscan Novitiate on 
August 31, 1955 (at the age of 33) in 
Milton, MA where he made his first 
profession of vows on September 1, 
1956. From 1956-1960, Fr. studied 
theology at Mary Immaculate 
Friary, where in rapid succession, 
pronounced solemn profession 
(February 29, 1960); subdiaconate 
(April 19, 1960); diaconate (May 
26, 1960); and on June 25, 1960, 
Fr. Barry was ordained to the 
priesthood by Bishop James H. 
Griffiths at Sacred Heart Church 
in Yonkers, NY. Following his 
ordination, Fr. Barry was assigned 
to the Marianas Island (Guam) 
on September 25, 1960, where he 
served principally as instructor and 
procurator at Fr. Duenas Memorial 
High School in Agana Heights until 
August 25, 1963. Upon his return to 
the province, he briefly served the 
staff of “View” magazine, residing 
at Sacred Heart in Yonkers from 
1963-1973. Fr. Barry ministered as 
an associate pastor at St. John the 
Baptist Church in New York City. 
In June, 1973, Fr. was assigned to 
the position of Provincial auditor, 
residing at Sacred Heart as well as 
a member of the provincial staff for 
legal and fiscal matters. He served 
as the province’s business manager 
until he celebrated his retirement 
in 1992. Continuing poor health 
issues resulted in Father Barry’s 
retirement to St. Joseph’s residence 
in New Rochelle, NY where he 
resided until 2003. Fr. Barry was 
then transferred to join the senior 
friar community at Holy Name 
Friary in Ringwood, NJ. Fr. Barry 
is survived by his brother Herbert 
McMahon of Pollacksville, NC 
and his niece Maureen McMahon 
of Cincinnati, OH. In lieu of 
flowers, please offer your memorial 
donation for the continuing support 
of our Capuchin missionaries in 
the Marianas Islands, Japan and 
Central America to Father Francis 
Gasparik-Capuchin Mission and 
Development Office, 210 West 31st 
Street, New York, NY 10001-2876. 
WHALEN & BALL FUNERAL 
HOME 168 Park Ave-Yonkers (914) 
965-5488. www.whalenandballfh.
com.

Edward J. Meehan, of Yonkers, 
died on Thursday, December 13, 
2007 at age 58. Born on November 
5, 1949 to William and Elizabeth 
(Fox) Meehan in Yonkers where 
he was raised and graduated from 
Sacred Heart High School and 
University of Dayton. Mr. Meehan 
worked as a Postal Clerk for the U.S. 
Post Office in Harrison for over 35 
years and was currently employed 
at the time of his death. On April 8, 
1978, he married Angie Marcello 
in Christ the King Church, she 
survives. Edward was a Parishioner 
of Sacred Heart Church, and 
enjoyed his garden, his Yankees and 
his golf. Besides his wife Angie, he 
is survived by his three daughters, 
Tara (Jerry) Roman, Kelly (Richard) 
Ficarrotta and Jennifer Meehan, all 
of Yonkers. A granddaughter Alexa 
and he was looking forward to the 
birth of a grandson in January. 
Mr. Meehan is survived by three 
brothers, William of Cortland, 
Thomas of Yonkers, Kevin of 
Yonkers and two sisters, Maureen 
Meehan and Patricia Meehan, both 
of Yonkers. He was predeceased 
by his sister Anne Foley. Mass of 
Christian Burial was conducted in 
Sacred Heart Church. Interment, 
St. Joseph’s Cemetery. WHALEN 
& BALL FUNERAL HOME 168 
Park Ave-Yonkers (914) 965-5488. 
www.whalenandballfh.com.

John Myhal of Yonkers died on 
Sunday, December 23, 2007 at 
age 84. Born on April 26, 1923 
to Andrew and Anna (Madaras) 
Myhal in Yonkers, but grew up in 
Hastings and attended Hastings 
School. Mr. Myhal worked for 
Anacondia Wire and Cable Co. in 
Hastings for many years, then for 
the County of Westchester in their 
Sewer Treatment Dept. On May 18, 
1963, he married Margaret Rooney 
in Sacred Heart Church in Yonkers. 
She survives, living in Yonkers. John 
was a World War II Army Veteran, 
a member of “Patton’s Army” and 
served in the European Campaign. 
He was a parishioner of Sacred 
Heart and a longtime member of 
the Southside Club in Hastings. 
Besides his wife Margaret, he is 
survived by his two sons; John of 
Yonkers and Thomas (Tracie) of 
Suffern. He is also survived by his 
five grandchildren; John Michael, 
Stephanie, Richie, Abby and Jenna, 
and his sister, Helen Kolodizinski 
of Yonkers. Mass of Christian 
Burial was conducted in Sacred 
Heart Church. Interment, Mt. Hope 
Cemetery. WHALEN & BALL 
FUNERAL HOME 168 Park Ave-
Yonkers (914) 965-5488. www.
whalenandballfh.com.

Catherine F. Widman Nasce (Kay) 
died on Wednesday, December 19, 
2007 at age 78. Born on January 9, 
1929 to William and Evelyn Widman 
in Yonkers. Catherine passed 
peacefully at Sanctuary Hospice 
House in Tupelo, Mississippi after 
a brief illness. Catherine worked 
as a payroll clerk for AT&T until 
she retired and moved to Tupelo 
15 years ago to be near her family. 
She was a consummate and loving 
mother. She is survived by her four 
children: Richard (Mitzi) Nasce, 
Joanne (Michael) Pugni, Mary 
Lou (Jose) Alvarado and Thomas 
(Kimberly) Nasce, Jr. She is also 
survived by her grandchildren; 
Linda Kaye, Audrey, Brigette, 
Daniel, Alex, Anthony, Krysta, 
Alyssa, Thomas and Haley and 
nine great-grandchildren and 
her sister, Elizabeth Sperle. She 
was predeceased by her husband 
Thomas (1987) and her beloved 
son Anthony (1986) and her 
sister Georgiana Faillace, who 
died December 18, 2005. Mass 
of Christian Burial was held in 
Sacred Heart Church. Interment, 
at St. Mary’s Cemetery. WHALEN 
& BALL FUNERAL HOME 168 
Park Ave., Yonkers (914) 965-5488. 
www.whalenandballfh.com.
 
John W. Pollack, 88, of Cortlandt 
Manor, formerly of Yonkers, 
passed away on December 17, 
2007. He was born on January 15, 
1919 in Ashley, PA to Andrew and 
Elizabeth Klima Pollack. John was 
a Yonkers resident for 55 years 
moving to Cortlandt Manor eight 
years ago. He married his loving 
wife Anna Drobnak on February 
12, 1944 at the Most Holy Trinity 
Catholic Church in Yonkers. John 
worked for the Anadonda Cable 
Company in Hastings for 26 years; 
he then worked for Otis Elevator 
for three years. He was an avid 
gardner. John is predeceased by 
his daughter Christine Pollack and 
his four brothers Andrew, Joseph, 
Stephen and Bartholomew. He is 
survived by his loving wife Anna of 
Cortlandt Manor, NY, his beloved 
children Anne (Leo) Feury of 
Poughquag, NY, Dennis (Sharon) 
Pollack of Garrison, NY, and Carl 
(Marianne) Pollack of Peekskill, 
NY. His cherished grandchildren 
Christine, Kevin, Adrienne-Marie, 
John William, Margaret and his 
adored great grandchildren Kevin, 
George, Rebecca, Sydney, Matthew, 
Deidre, Tiffany and Abigail. Also 

surviving is a sister, Mary Laco of 
Yonkers. A mass of Christian Burial 
was held for John at the Most Holy 
Trinity Catholic Church in Yonkers. 
Interment followed at St. Joseph’s 
Cemetery. In lieu of flowers 
donations may be made to the 
Most Holy Trinity Church, Trinity 
Plaza, and Yonkers, NY. WHALEN 
& BALL FUNERAL HOME 168 
Park Ave-Yonkers (914) 965-5488. 
www.whalenandballfh.com.

James W. Thompson Jr. of 
Yonkers, died on Sunday, December 
9, 2007 at the age of 75. Born on 
July 30, 1932 to James and Elease 
(Carter) Thompson in Yonkers 
where he was raised and educated. 
He graduated from Saunders High 
School. Mr. Thompson worked as a 
postal clerk for the U.S. Post Office 
-main station- for over 30 years 
retiring in 1987. He is also an Army 
veteran having served in Korea. On 
July 16, 1963 he married Maxine 
Ferguson in Yonkers; she survives 
him, living in Yonkers. Besides 
his wife Maxine, he is survived by 
his two children, Janine (Jasper) 
Cokely of Yonkers and Denise 
Thompson of Yonkers. He is also 
survived by three grandchildren 
Michael, Jacquelyn and Jessica and 
his sister Waula Jones of Yonkers. 
Funeral Services were held at the 
Whalen and Ball Funeral Home, 
followed by interment at Oakland 
Cemetery. WHALEN and BALL 
FUNERAL HOME 168 Park Ave., 
Yonkers 914-965-5488 www.
whalenandballfh.com.

Margarida Flavia Vaz-Pocas (nee 
Antonio) of Yonkers died on Friday, 
December 14, 2007 at age 46. Born 
on September 7, 1961 to Fernando 
and Maria Antonio in Portugal. In 
1979, she married Pedro Vaz-Pocas 
in Fatima, Portugal. He survives, 
living in Yonkers. Besides her 
husband Pedro, she is survived by 
her two children, Carla (Christian) 
Lala and Daniel Vaz-Pocas, her 
parents Fernando and Maria 
Antonion; her in-laws, Filipe and 
Maria Adelaide Pocas; her brother 
Manuel Terceiro and her sister 
Adelaide Vala and several nieces 
and nephews and friends. Mass of 
Christian Burial was conducted in 
Sacred Heart Church. Interment, 
family plot. WHALEN & BALL 
FUNERAL HOME 168 Park Ave-
Yonkers (914) 965-5488. www.
whalenandballfh.com.

Marion T. Woska, 85, of Yonkers, 
passed away on December 7, 2007. 
Marion was born February 23, 1922 
in Yonkers to Henry and Catherine 
Burns Hess. She attended local 
schools and on August 3, 1946 
she married William Woska in St. 
Joseph’s Church. Marion was active 
in the senior citizens group at Fr. 
Finian Sullivan, and was a member 
of Sacred Heart Church. Marion is 
survived by a son John Woska and 
a daughter Catherine Nolte both of 
Garrison, NY; she is also survived 
by two grandchildren, Bruce 
and Edward Gabari, five great-
grandchildren and many nieces 
and nephews. She was predeceased 
by her husband Henry and three 
brothers, William Hess, Joseph 
Hess, Henry Hess, and three sisters, 
Lillian Mulvihill, Ethel Clare, 
and Kay LaBianco. A Mass of 
Christian Burial was held at Sacred 
Heart Church, interment follow 
at Oakland Cemetery. WHALEN 
& BALL FUNERAL HOME 168 
Park Ave-Yonkers (914) 965-5488. 
www.whalenandballfh.com.
 

In Memoriam

In Memoriam Notice   
Westchester Times Tribune publishes paid obituaries (In Memoriam) of people who have lived, worked, or have family in Westchester County. All notices must be received by Friday, by 12:00 Noon, for inclusion in the next 

week’s edition. Place a paid notice by directing email 
 to WTTeditor@gmail.com.

Dr.John, Doc Pomus, Duane Allman, 
plus all the great session players he 
utilized like; Chuck Rainey, Cornell 
Dupree, Bernard Purdie, Fathead 
Newman, Hank Crawford, Willis 
“Gatortail” Jackson, Jerry Jemmott, 
Richard Tee, Bob Cranshaw and on 
and on and on.  
   Dorn once told me he was a running 
partner with Duane Allman and 
King Curtis- together at the same 
time; can you imagine what kind of 
insanity went on with that trio?  On 
another particular show, I had Ruth 
Brown on the phone and Dorn in 
the studio, and the conversation was 
so memorable.  Ruth told Dorn that 
she had shoes older than him. Dorn 
than asked Ruth how she was doing 
collecting her overseas royalties, 
and Ruth said she occasionally gets 
enough bucks to buy a loaf of bread, 

Dorn quickly chirped back saying 
that royalty collecting should be 
classified as an Olympic event. You 
see Joel just had a marvelous way 
with his words, and often liked to 
make musical references to sports 
greats like the 1956 Brooklyn 
Dodgers, or music associations to 
Muhammad Ali’s jabs and punches. 
Dorn also shared great stories about 
Brother Ray, Tom Dowd, Herbie 
Mann, Eddie Harris, The Rascals, 
as his repertoire and life experiences 
were incredibly deep. Let’s face it, 
Dorn saw a lot, and helped create a 
golden era, and he was just a real 
down to earth regular guy that you 
could easily hangout with.  
* For a detailed view of the enormous 
body of work Dorn was involved 
with, go to allmusic.com and click 
this link to see the six pages of Joel 

capabilities, but he was also a 
very talented writer (check out 
some of his liner-notes on Rhino 
compilations, 32Jazz, Label M, 
and Hyena Records, as his style of 
writing will hold you in the palm 
of his hand.) Joel Dorn was also 
special at anywhere he could speak 
in front of people at a gathering or 
on-air. This became quite evident 
to me as having Dorn on the radio 
was always incredibly special for 
me, as his quick wit, analogies, and 
sincere recall of numerous meetings 
with music royalty were always 
fascinating and often mesmerizing. 
If you had ever seen or heard Joel 
speak; you would have to know that 
Dorn was a supreme story-teller, 
who could easily get enthused (like 
a youthful child) to telling stories 
about Rahsaan, Monk, King Curtis, 

included the Neville Brothers, Leon 
Redbone, Lou Rawls, Asleep at the 
Wheel, and Mink DeVille. During 
the mid-1980s, Dorn formed Night 
Records, which was a label devoted 
to issuing previously unreleased live 
material from the likes of his old 
Atlantic buddies; Rahsaan Roland 
Kirk, Les McCann, and Cannonball 
Adderley.  In 1995, he formed 
another reissue label, 32 Records, 
and then went on to work at Hyena 
Records where he released records 
by Dr. John, Bobby Darin, Joe 
Williams, Don McClean, Rahsaan, 
Monk, and many others. Joel once 
told me he liked keeping his clock 
and calendar back to where he 
enjoyed music most, which meant 
the ‘50’s, ‘60’s, ‘70’s, and ‘80’s.  
   Dorn will always be remembered 
for his brilliant production 

and marketing departments.  It 
didn’t take Dorn very long before 
he was quickly was promoted to 
the lofty position of Vice President.  
The vinyl Dorn worked on were 
mostly jazz and R&B efforts, but he 
always had a special pop sensibility, 
which became his signature sound 
trademark, as well as he always 
possessed a great ear to always 
hire top-notch session players that 
always gave his recordings that 
extra special glow. Amongst his 
hits as a producer were Roberta 
Flack’s two Grammy winners; 
“The First Time Ever I Saw Your 
Face,” “Killing Me Softly,” and 
Bette Midler’s debut, “The Divine 
Miss M.”  Dorn left Atlantic in 
1974, and started working with a 
very wide range of performers that 

Tribute to Joel Dorn
April 7th, 1942-December 17th, 2007

By Bob Putignano 
Dorn credits: http://wm10.allmusic.
com/cg/amg.dll?p=amg&sql=11:
wbfuxql5ldde~T4 
   But perhaps the most significant 
memory I have of the now late 
great Joel Dorn is the fact of how 
he always made himself available.  
Especially to talk about great music 
or to help out with our station fund-
drives, often with stacks of CD’s 
to giveaway to would-be pledge 
patrons. Damn, I will miss you Joel 
Dorn, as will so many others you 
touched.       Fortunately we have 
his musical legacy that will live on, 
as well as many great memories of 
all he did so gracefully, for which 
we all should be forever thankful.   
   Amen, with a smile and a tear for 
Joel Dorn, as there will never be 
another one like him. 
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HALF OFF
(Presidential Paint Job & Value Prep, reg. $ 499.95)

Cannot be combined with other offers.

“ America’s BodyShop “ 

Guaranteed: Faster Turnaround, Cost Savings, Seamless Quality Repairs
1–5 years warranty

Hours; Mon- Fri. 8am – 6pm
Sat. 9am – 2pm

914-664-1444
801 SOUTH FULTON AVENUE,

MT, VERNON, NY

(Roadside Service Available
24 hours, 7 Days A Week)
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***Free Hotel Rooms On Your Next Vacation***
Enjoy “Three Exciting Days

&
Two Fun Filled Nights“

at Your Choice of “90” of the Best Resort

Destinations in North America
( $400.00 value)

a) Presidential b) Supreme c) Signature
With your purchase of any one of our three distinctive packages:

Offer Exp. 01/31/08

PackageSale on our Presidential

Guaranteed: Faster Turnaround, Cost Savings, Seamless Quality Repairs
1–5 years warranty
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Westchester’s Only Maaco Auto Collision Specialist

We opened our center on July 15th, 1991. At this time we are
the only MAACO Center in Westchester County and Bronx.
We are certified ‘CTNR ‘. That means our ‘Quality of Work ‘
match or exceed requirements from all Insurance Companies,
as far as, seamless collision repairs, fastest turnaround time in
the business, at discounted rates, without jeopardizing
industry standards. We are the leaders in complete paint
service, our warranties goes from 1 to 5 years. We also paint
trucks and cube and step vans. Please, come and see us.
Commercial and trade accounts are welcome.
Call: 914-664-1444, For Additional Information and Free
Quotes ! See below, our ‘Holiday “Vacation Getaway” Offer ‘

   The weak winter sunlight 
glistened off of the jagged, two-
foot-high mounds of ice which 50 
mile per hour gusts of wind had 
polished to high, slippery, sheen. 
The Altima Hybrid was left on the 
lawn overnight, leaving the street 
clear for the city’s snow plows 
– which had dutifully piled a street-
full ice in front of the house. 
   I pushed the ignition button and 
the dashboard lit up. You never have 
to worry about an engine struggling 
to ignite in freezing temperatures 
because the battery pack running 
the hybrid is always ready. Just turn 
it on, look at the lights, listen to the 
silence, and go.

Shifting Gears: Two for the Road - The Altima Cousins
By Roger Witherspoon

   In this case, the seats were very 
cold, so I turned on the heater, 
pushed the button to warm the seats, 
and left the car. The electronic key 
remained in my pocket, and by 
touching the button on the door 
latch, the car was locked. Ten 
minutes later, I returned to a warm 
car, shifted the silent machine 
into drive, and let the front wheel 
drive Altima roll forward over the 
ice mounds, into the street, and 
took off for a trip through icy New 
England. 
   At times during the jagged journey, 
not all wheels were touching the 
same ground, with one side of the 
car on pavement and the other set of 
wheels on ice. But the condition of 
the terrain is never a problem in an 
Altima – hybrid or gas powered – 
since there is a dedicated computer 
system which runs its traction and 
stability control network. Sensors 
in the wheels and axels report 
the turning rate of each wheel in 
microsecond increments, and the 
computer selectively applies brakes 
or power to individual wheels to 
keep the car travelling smoothly. It 
is a system which lets the car do the 
hard work, while the driver relaxes 
and enjoys the beauty of a fresh 
winter snow day through the hills 
and dales along the Hudson River 
Valley.

   With the Altima, Nissan has 
long had a standout among mid 
sized sedans. The regular Altima, a 
four-door, mid sized family sedan, 
has a 270-horsepower V-6 engine 
which is both powerful and reliable 
enough to run all day long with the 
best of the sport sedans. It comes 
with an automatic transmission, but 
for sport fans, there is an electronic 
manual mode which is instantly 
responsive.
   The Altima is a car built for all 
sizes. The tilt and telescoping 
steering wheel and the power 
adjustable seats means any driver 
between five feet and seven feet tall 
will fit easily in the padded, leather 

command chair. There is enough 
leg and head room in the back seat 
for three average adults or a pair of 
NBA forwards. In addition, the rear 
seats fold down to enlarge a trunk 
which is already big enough for a 
couple of Tony Soprano’s enemies.
   In terms of design, the interior 
is comfortable, though not 
outstanding, but it does feature a 
host of amenities. There is an easy 
to use Bluetooth communications 
system, and the entertainment 
center features AM/FM and XM 
satellite radio, as well as a six disc 
CD and MP3 player. And whether 
you are crooning to country music 
or bouncing to R&B the sounds 
emanate from nine Bose speakers 
which can easily lull you to sleep 
or deafen you, depending on your 
musical pleasure. There is also a 
navigation system which includes 
XM’s satellite traffic control service 
which can spot highway bottlenecks 
and steer you around them.
   The enjoyment one gets from 
an Altima Hybrid, on the other 
hand, depends on the choices one 
is willing to pay for. There is a 
premium for the melded gasoline 
and battery motor system which 
comes to about $4,500. Toyota 
promotes its hybrids as engine 
enhancement systems so motorists 
expect to pay more. Nissan takes 

the more common approach among 
auto makers by trying to keep the 
price down by offering less.  In this 
case, the fully loaded regular Altima 
cost about $32,000, while the tested 
Altima Hybrid was just a bit more 
than $30,000. But the differences 
are not minor.
   Under the hood, the Hybrid has a 
small, 2.5-liter, four cylinder engine 
providing just 158 horsepower 
– which is relatively puny for a 
family sedan. The electric motor 
provides only about 40 horsepower, 
but pushes 199 pound feet of torque 
directly to the drive wheels. As a 
result, there is a noticeable boost in 
power as you accelerate and have 

the benefit of both power plants.
   But unlike the Toyota hybrid line, 
Nissan’s is a partial hybrid which 
is not designed to drive the car by 
itself. You can start the car with 
the electric motor, but after about 
five miles per hour the gasoline 
engine takes over. Saving come 
from a system which shuts off the 
gasoline engine whenever you stop 
– as you do in city rush hour traffic 
– or when you take your foot off 
the accelerator. As a result, there is 
no wasted gasoline when the car is 
idling or coasting.
   In practice, that means the Hybrid 
has an EPA rating of 35 miles per 
gallon in city driving, and the 
standard Altima gets just 19 miles 
per gallon. EPA ratings are inflated, 
but the 16 mile per gallon difference 
is what you pay $4,500 for. 
According to the EPA, the average 
motorist drives 15,000 miles per 
year. At that rate, the owner of a 
regular Altima would pay for 789 
gallons of gasoline annually, while 
the hybrid city dweller would buy 
428 gallons. That is an annual 
savings of 361 gallons – or about a 
gallon per day. At $3 per gallon, the 
hybrid system would theoretically 
save the owner about $1,000 
annually – which means it would 
take nearly five years before the 
hybrid premium was paid for and 
the hybrid system began saving the 
owner any money.
   To cut down on the impact of the 

cost of the hybrid system, the test car 
had the smaller engine and lacked 
amenities such as the satellite based 
navigation system. In addition, 
there was a loss of trunk space and 
the rear seats did not fold down 
because that area was reserved for 
the hybrid’s battery pack. 
      
   In either case, whether you are 
riding sedately through the snow, 
or racing in triple digits across the 
western plains, the Altima provides 
a comfortable way to travel.  
 
2008 Nissan Altima Hybrid 
MSRP: $30,205
EPA Mileage:  
35 MPG City; 33 MPG Highway 

Performance/ Safety: 
2.5-Liter aluminum 4-cylinder 
engine producing 158 horsepower 
and 162 pound-feet of torque; 
front wheel drive; permanent 
magnet synchronous electric motor, 
producing 40 horsepower and 199 
pound-feet of torque; sealed nickel 
metal hydride, 244-volt battery; 
automatic, continuously variable 
transmission; vented front disc 
brakes; sold disc rear brakes; antilock 
braking system; independent 
front and rear suspension; vehicle 
dynamic control; traction control 
system; power rack & pinion 
steering; 16-inch aluminum alloy 
wheels; halogen headlights; driver 
& front passenger side impact air 
bags; roof mounted curtain side 
impact air bags. 

Interior/ Comfort: 
AM/FM XM satellite radio; 6-
disc in-dash CD and MP3 player; 
Bose sound system w. 9 speakers; 
Bluetooth cell phone connection; 
leather wrapped tilt & telescope 
steering wheel with fingertip audio 
controls; remote key with push 
button ignition; driver & front 
passenger power adjustable and 
heated seats. 

2008 Nissan Altima 
MSRP: $32,615
EPA Mileage:
 19 MPG City; 26 MPG Highway 

Performance/ Safety: 
3.5-Liter aluminum V-6 engine 
producing 270 horsepower and 
258 pound-feet of torque; front 
wheel drive; continuously variable 
transmission; vented disc front 
brakes; solid disc rear brakes; 
antilock braking system independent 
front and rear suspension; vehicle 
dynamic control; traction control 
system; power rack & pinion 
steering; Xenon high intensity 
headlights and fog lights; driver 
& front passenger side impact air 
bags; roof mounted curtain side 
impact air bags; 17-inch aluminum 
alloy wheels. 

Interior/ Comfort: 
AM/FM XM satellite radio; 6-

disc in-dash CD and MP3 player; 
Bose sound system w. 9 speakers; 
Bluetooth cell phone connection; 
power sunroof; navigation system 
with XM satellite traffic control; 
backup camera; power adjusted 
driver seats w/ lumbar support; 
leather seats and leather wrapped, 
tilt & telescoping steering wheel 
w/ fingertip audio controls; heated 
front seats; fold-flat rear seats w/ 
60/40 split.

Roger Witherspoon is 
automotive columnist to the 

Dallas Examiner, Westchester 
Times Tribune, and Yonkers 

Tribune, among other media.
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Yonkers, New York

7$
Right Here  Right Now

Billion
in Development

Come Grow With Us
Did you know that $7 billion in development proj-

ects are happening right here, right now in Yonkers? 

The City of Yonkers features some of the broadest 

urban redevelopment plans in the New York Metro 

Area and is on the cutting edge of commercial, em-

ployment and investment opportunities for busi-

nesses just like yours. These exciting opportunities 

have been made possible by the Yonkers IDA.

We’re Here To Help
We offer qualified projects financial incentives in the 

form of sales and mortgage tax exemptions, real 

property tax abatments and tax exempt bonds.

Make Yonkers Your Next Stop
Call Ellen Lynch today!

470 Nepperhan Avenue, Suite 200
Yonkers, NY 10701

Phone (914) 509-8651
Fax (914) 509-8650

info@YonkersIDA.com

Mayor Phil Amicone, Chairman
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http://www.cityofyonkersida.com/


