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YONKERS, NY -- A meeting of the 
Yonkers City Council was scheduled 
to be held January 
2, 2008, at 9:00 
am.. Negotiations 
among disparate 
and like-minded 
c o u n c i l m e m b e r s 
would however 
culminate into 
majority consensus 
at 11:45 am, bringing 
about a call to order. 
First on the agenda 
was the adoption 
of the Yonkers City 
Council Rules 2008-
2009 document drafted and revised 
throughout the morning. Adopted 5-
2, the document is said to be placed 
on the Yonkers City Website within 
72 hours. You’ll have to check if 
that has come to pass.
   The document won the approval 
of Councilmember Patricia McDow, 
newly designated Majority Leader 
Sandy Annabi, Councilmember 
Joan Gronowski, re-designated 
Minority Leader Liam McLaughlin, 
and City Council President Chuck 
Lesnick. Voting against adoption 
of the Council Rules were 
Councilmembers John Murtagh, 

Yonkers City Council 
Organizational Meeting 

By Hezi Aris
and Dee Barbato.
   The second aspect of the agenda 

for the day was 
designation of the 
official daily and 
weekly newspapers 
by the City of 
Yonkers. The 
Westchester Times 
Tribune, by default 
(LOL), won the 
official independent 
n e w s p a p e r 
designation of 
Yonkers, while The 
Journal News and 
the Home News & 

Times each respectively won a 7-0 
approval of their designation as the 
official organs for legal notices.
   The reorganization process was ably 
shepherded by Annabi, Gronowski, 
and McLaughlin by the very fact 
that they were “designated” outside 
the powerbase of the City Council. 
Rather than permitting themselves 
to be shunned by the process, the 
so-called weakest links on the City 
Council were politically cajoled 
into an adhesive and formidable 
force that would eventually bring 
Lesnick and McDow into their 

CROSS RIVER, NY -- A new one-
person show titled “Introspective” 
by artist Sherry Camhy of New 
York City opens on Sunday, January 
13, 2 p.m. to 5 p.m., at the Gallery 
in the Park at Ward Pound Ridge 
Reservation in Cross River.
   The exhibit includes drawings in 
pencil, pastels and silverpoint, as 
well as oil paintings that highlight 
Camhy’s 30-year career as an artist, 
teacher and author. Camhy is most 
known for her masterful, tonal 
drawings. Her oil paintings and 
pastels represent both contemporary 
and Old Masters styles.
   Sherry Camhy teaches at the Art 
Students League, the Tisch School 
of the Arts at New York University, 
and the School of Visual Arts in 
New York City. She has written 
books and articles on the art of the 
pencil.
• “Introspective” will be on exhibit 

“Introspective” 
Exhibit Opens

at 
Gallery in the Park

   Much in the way the United 
States government’s foreign policy 
is a complex and sometimes 
unfathomable, inconsistent exercise 
in supposed worldwide diplomacy, 
it should be noted that in 2007 Major 
League Baseball vastly increased 
its global reach, similarly leaving 
foreign governments, economists 
and U.S. business leaders scratching 
their proverbial heads.
   But questions need to be asked, as 

Lord of Its 
Manors, 
Baseball 

Cherry Picks 
from its 

Plantations 
By Diane M. Grassi

   The mercury is dipping, the wind 
is whipping, and your skin is getting 
drier, flakier and 
more uncomfortable 
by the day.  Besides 
a cup of comforting 
hot chocolate to the 
take the chill off, 
here are some other 
rich and creamy 
suggestions - your 
defense against 
weather that’s 
frightful! 
   The part of the body 
most exposed and 
one that we can’t put 
a glove on: the face.  
Three facial creams 
that protect the 
skin with luxe and 
exotic emollients: 
Estee Lauder’s 
R e v i t a l i z i n g 
Comfort Cream (1.7 
fl. oz., $115).  Reishi mushroom, 
wolfberry and ginseng extracts 
lock in moisture, help skin boost 
collagen and protect against cold.  
Comfort Cream feels light, smooth 
and, yes, comforting when applied. 
Shiseido’s Bio-Performance 
Advanced Super Revitalizer (1.7 fl. 
oz, $70) offers the latest advances in 

Cold Remedies
Getting Comfortable in Your Skin!

By Barbara Barton Sloane

revitalization and protection against 
the environment and contains 

glycerin and squalene 
to smooth and 
soften. If you prefer 
to glow as you go, 
Kiehl’s Since 1851 
has Ultimate Facial 
Tinted Moisturizer 
SPF 15 (2.5 fl.oz., 
$24.50).  It comes 
in 3 shades, Light, 
Medium and Dark, 
and feels light and 
fresh on the skin.  It 
contains extracts of 
chamomile to soothe 
and royal jelly to 
hydrate. 
   We can put gloves on 
our hands, but admit 
it, we sometimes 
forget. So for those 
gloveless days, there’s 

Kiehl’s Strengthening 
Hand Salve (2.5 oz. tube, $12.50) 
that soothes, hydrates and protects.  
The formula contains a blend of 
botanical oils as well as natural wax 
derived from olive oil.  It is rich, 
quickly absorbed, and offers all-
day “glove-like” protection from 
the elements. Shiseido’s Benefiance 

see Cold Remedies Pg. 6

“Rare & Unreleased Recordings 
from the Golden Reign of the 
Queen of Soul” Atlantic Records/
Rhino 2 CD’s

   I have always felt that Aretha 
Franklin’s LP’s for the great Atlantic 
record label from the later part of 
the 1960s and through the early 
1970s (the Jerry Wexler/Aretha era) 
are her best. And the smart folks at 
Rhino seem to have a similar feeling 
as this two-CD set culls its tracks 
from that exact same time frame, as 
all the cuts are taken from 1966 to 
1973. Except the B-side 45’s “Lean 
on Me,” and “Pledging My Love/

Sounds 
of Blue: 
Aretha 

Franklin 
By Bob Putignano

daily from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. through 
April 27.
• Admission is free; parking is $4 
with a Westchester County Park 
Pass, $8 without the pass.
   The Gallery in the Park is part of 
the Westchester County Art in Parks 
program, which brings changing 
exhibitions of sculpture, paintings, 
murals and other forms of artwork 
to Westchester County Parks for the 
appreciation of visitors of all ages.
   Ward Pound Ridge Reservation 
is a Westchester County park and 
is located at the junction of Route 
35 and 121 South in Cross River. 
It can be reached via I-684 to exit 
6, Katonah/Cross River. Head east 
off the exit; the park is four miles 
ahead on the right.

For more information about the 
Gallery in the Park, call (914) 

864-7317 or log on to  
www.westchestergov.com/parks.

YONKERS, NY --Twenty-one new 
Yonkers Police Department Officers 
were inducted at a swearing-in 
ceremony presided over by Yonkers 
Mayor Phil Amicone, Police 
Commissioner Edmund Hartnett, 

Yonkers Inducts
21 New Police Officers

YPD Officer Richard Rubin, pins badge on his son, Inductee Richard 
Rubin, before Mayor Phil Amicone.

politicians, dignitaries, family, 
and friends, held at the Yonkers 
Riverfront Library Friday morning, 
January 4, 2008.

MOUNT VERNON, NY -- Clinton 
I. Young, Jr. was formally sworn 
in as the 20th Mayor in the City of 
Mount Vernon’s during a special 
ceremony on January 1st, 2008 
at the Greater Centennial A.M.E. 
Zion Church in Mount Vernon, 
New York. Many dignitaries, local 
elected officials, notables and 
community members attended the 

Clinton I. Young, Jr. 
Takes the Helm 

as Mount Vernon’s 
Twentieth Mayor

ceremony, including: State Senators 
Jeff  Klein, Ruth Hassell-Thompson 
and Andrea Stewart-Cousins; 
Westchester County Board of 
Legislators Chairman Bill Ryan and 
Majority Leader Martin Rogowsky, 
as well as Legislators Ken Jenkins, 
Vito Pinto, Bill Burton, Lois Bronz 

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- Breaking 
with tradition, a joint party 
swearing-in ceremony was held 
in New Rochelle with two former 
Mayors, Republican Len Paduano 

New Rochelle’s 
Inauguration 
Stresses Unity  

By Peggy Godfrey

and Democrat Tim Idoni as Master 
of Ceremonies officiating.  The 
ceremony usually held separately 

   The New Year launches a renewed 
effort by Westchester County to step 
up enforcement of the County’s 
mandatory recycling laws. Starting 
February 1, 2008, recyclables that 
are not properly separated will not 
get picked up. Westchester County 
has decided not to require residents 
to use clear plastic bags as part 
of the new rules, leaving it up to 
the individual municipalities and 
private haulers. At this time, the 
Village has opted to continue our 

The 
Mayor’s 
Column
By Mary C. Marvin

Mayor of the Village of 
Bronxville

see Mayor’s Column Pg.5

WESTCHESTER, NY -- Residents 
everywhere complain about their 
politicians: “unresponsive,”...”only 
come around at election 
time,”...”don’t understand what we 
live with,” on and on. There are only 
a few exceptions to the rule, a few 
examples of elected officials being 
available in an open setting on a 
regular basis. Beginning his fourth 
year as NY State Assemblyman, 
George Latimer representing the 
Sound Shore communities, is 

Latimer, 
Legislators 
Meet the 
People

“New Rochelle Mayor Noam Bramson (center) and Council Members 
Louis Trangucci, Albert Tarrantino, James Stowe, Richard St. Paul,  

Barry Fertel, and Marianne Sussman at their inauguration 
Tuesday, January 1, 2008.”

http://amg.allmusic.com/t/613506/954512/8650/4/
http://amg.allmusic.com/t/613506/954512/8650/4/
http://www.westchestergov.com/parks
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Like Klockwork

On the 
Level 

with Hezi Aris on 
WVOX-1460  

AM Radio
NEW ROCHELLE, NY – Listen 
to the On the Level with Hezi Aris 
call-in program on WVOX-1460 
AM radio this and every Tuesday. 
The show is heard live by way of 
streaming audio technology on your 
computer, from 10:00 am through 
11:00 am. 
   For those who can’t get enough 
radio, consider listening to Hezi 
Aris every Thursday, at 8:30 am, 
as he discusses events impacting 
Westchester politics with Bob 
Marrone, host of Good Morning, 
Westchester. Join Bob Marrone 
every day from 6:00 am through 
9:00 am during your daily commute 
from Monday through Friday.
   The call-in talk show format 
invites your perspective; share your 
thoughts. Call us at 914-636-0110. 
Those who call are asked to please 
stay on topic.

From Page 1

New York Civic

fold, causing McDow to submit 
to relinquishing the majority 
leadership to Annabi, marginalizing 
Barbato, and Murtagh as the bosom 
buddies dissenters, and gently 
bringing Lesnick into the fold.
   The elusive rationale behind 
Lesnick and McDow’s submission 
to Annabi, Gronowski, and 
McLaughlin, may be the eventual 
fight alluded to over a month ago 
in the Yonkers Tribune. It was 
noted that Symra Brandon was 
being considered to replace the 
ailing Barbara Flatley, on sick 
leave for almost eight months, as 
the City Clerk. The City Clerk 
position, with deference to the 
2008 New York State Senate race, 
is a formidable base of power and 

Yonkers City Council Organizational Meeting
control, especially if the Democrat 
majority of the City Council is 
able to diminish present City Clerk 
Joan Deierlein (R) subordinate to 
the designated Democrat. Symra 
Brandon, once noted in the Yonkers 
Tribune as being in consideration, 
has lost the panache she would 
need to muster. Other names came 
to the fore but all paled before City 
Council President Chief of Staff 
Rocky Richards who is now being 
groomed to replace Flatley. Yes, 
Lesnick denied it; so did Richards. 
Then again, many politicians would 
go as far as denying their own 
family if it suited them. In reality, 
while Flatley remains ill, she has 
been on sick leave for 8 months, 
and noting that the City Clerk’s 

budget cannot add additional staff 
while Flatley is sick and is still on 
the payroll; Lesnick is in a holding 
pattern. Should Flatley not regain 
her health by March of this year, 
Lesnick will promote Richards to 
replace Flatley.
   The contention for realignment 
of the Yonkers City Clerk’s office 
is solely for the purpose of keeping 
a (strangle)hold on the senate race 
that is likely to pit incumbent NYS 
Senator Andrea Stewart-Cousins 
against former NYS Senator Nick 
Spano, who it was only recently 
reported in The Journal News 
anticipates launching a campaign to 
challenge Stewart-Cousins. In fact, 
Nick Spano attended the Yonkers 
Police Department induction of 

new officers last week. Hmm.
   By maintaining their distance from 
Annabi, Gronowski, McLaughlin 
consortium, Barbato and Murtagh 
have lost an opportunity to reduce 
Lesnick’s power within the City 
Council, possibly enabling Lesnick 
to deliver Brandon to the City 
Clerk’s office to satisfy the likes 
of Senators Hillary Clinton, Chuck 
Schumer, Congresswoman Nita 
Lowey, among others.
   We are privy to the launch of the 
first salvos in the Stewart-Cousins 
vs. Spano race of November 2008. 
Stay tuned. It will be one hell of a 
bumpy ride.  

Day One
Everything Changes
 Days 367 and 368
Second Trip Around the Sun 
Begins Under Meteor Shower
   The new year will not bring relief 
from the problems facing New 
York State and its battered public 
officials.  Apart from the personal 
quarreling of the Three Men Who 
Will No Longer Share a Room, 
there are intense financial issues 
like a looming state deficit that now 
exceeds four billion dollars.
   In Wednesday’s Daily News (p29), 
Michael Goodwin predicts troubles 
continuing for the governor.  NO 
RELIEF FOR GOV IN NEW 
YEAR.  Goodwin’s opinion of 
Spitzer has not improved over the 
holidays, and he delivers a thorough 
scolding on a wide variety of issues.  
We have never so many different 
charges coupled in one indictment.  
It makes you feel sorry for the 
governor, except that his attitude 
rebuffs sympathy.
   Goodwin’s closer: ‘Then there is 
his penchant for secrecy and insider 
decision-making, as illustrated by 
how Spitzer fumbled the planned 
expansion of the Javits Center and 
the MTA fare hike.  His sudden and 
strange bid to have the inept New 
York Racing Association (NYRA) 
keep control of the tracks was sa 

Second Time Around the Sun
How Will Leaders’ Quarrels Affect Budget Deficit? 

Timely Agreement Reached Last Year Unlikely to Occur Again 
Sharp Cuts Loom

 
By Henry J. Stern

head-scratcher that has earned an 
investigation of its own.
   “Navigating his way through all 
these issues would be difficult for 
a skilled and popular politician.  
Spitzer is neither.  Nor does he 
show much inclination to change 
his ways.  Perhaps he can’t.  After 
all, character is destiny, even in the 
new year.”
   In its lead editorial Wednesday 
(p28), SPITZER’S SECOND 
CHANCE, the News makes 
suggestions in an effort to be 
helpful to the governor.  Their ideas 
are sensible and well worth your 
reading.   We hope Spitzer listens to 
this friendly advice.
   One gubernatorial fault the 
News comments on, referring to 
Troopergate: “Spitzer has a habit of 
saying things that obviously aren’t 
true”.  The editorial tells the 
governor to “give the Public 
Integrity Commission everything 
it needs for its inquiry - and seek 
to make public his own sworn 
testimony at the earliest possible 
date.  The sooner he does that the 
sooner Bruno’s caterwauling will 
die down.”   The Darren Dopp story 
which appeared on p12 of today’s 
News, and which we discuss later 
in this article, indicates reluctance 
by a Spitzer alumnus to make full 
disclosure.

   The Post ran two editorials 
yesterday which were highly critical 
of the governor; one on integrity 
and the other on state spending.
COMMISSION FOR SALE begins: 
“Forget integrity - do Gov. Spitzer 
and his supposedly ‘independent’ 
Public Integrity Commission have 

any shame?”  The second editorial, 
READING SPITZER’S LIPS, 
quotes the governor’s words in 
2006: “We’re not going to raise 
your taxes - and you can take that to 
the bank.”   The Post then says: “He 
immediately presented a budget 
callling for hundreds of millions 
of dollars in ‘loophole closers’ 
- which businesses and taxpayer 
groups rightly recognized for what 

they were: tax increases.  Get ready 
for similar tricks...”  Link to the 
editorial for the particulars.  The 
bottom line is that the governor has 
made promises on issues, which 
would be hard for him to resolve on 
his own, and practically impossible 
for him to deliver on with Bruno 
and Silver, who have obligations to 
labor unions and other constituent 
groups which they value more 
highly than the good will of the 
governor.
   The Sun, not attacking Spitzer, 
has a page one story by Jacob 
Gershman.  SILVER, SPITZER 
MAY BE HEADED FOR BUDGET 
CLASH  “A clash over education 
spending is heating up between 
the state’s Democratic governor 
and the Democratic speaker of the 
assembly.”   The story is an objective 
account of an impending collision, 
unless Mr. Spitzer collapses in the 
face of Mr. Silver’s opposition to 
any reductions, not in aid, but in 
the amount of projected increases 
for school aid in the face of sharply 
reduced state tax revenues.  On this 
issue, the governor has the high 
ground, but what strength does he 
have left to deal with his shrewder 
adversaries, who are committed 
to a new version of the 1930’s 
slogan, ‘Tax and tax, borrow and 
borrow, spend and spend, elect and 

elect.”  The 2000’s edition adds 
the borrowing part to the spending 
mantra.
 
   Towards the end of January (the 
22d or later), Governor Spitzer 
will present to the Legislature his 
proposed taxing and spending plan 
for fiscal year 2009.  The State 
Constitution requires them to act on 
it by April 1.  Last year, they met 
the deadline (give or take a day).  
They reached agreement because 
the governor yielded on many 
points where he tried to limit 
spending, nonetheless the result 
was a compromise.  That was 
nine months ago, when they were 
getting along relatively better 
than they are did.  We make no 
predictions about what will happen 
this year.  We know it is impossible 
for everyone to keep their promises 
to constituent groups for increased 
spending.  Negotiations, however, 
require parties willing to speak to 
each other.  So far, we have not 
reached that condition.  We certainly 
begin 2008 with considerably more 
discord than we began last year.

Henry Stern is president of New 
York Civic (www.NYCivic.org) and 

a blogger on public issues. 
He was New York City’s Parks 
Commissioner for fifteen years 

under Mayors Koch and Giuliani.

   The pursuit of Governor Spitzer, 
the fox, by Republican hounds will 
continue for several months
   The fox is a crafty animal, and 
occasionally eludes the dogs 
yapping at his heels.  In Albany, 
he will have platoons of lawyers 
to cover his tracks and to keep the 
hunters at bay.
   The hunters are not without 
resources, having equal access to 
the State treasury, which, under 
our system of government, pays for 
both sides in this internecine dispute 
between two of the three men who 
once shared a room, to the exclusion 
of all others.
   Today’s installment of 
Troopergate is reported in a Daily 
News exclusive by Joe Mahoney, 

Darren Dopp Declines to Deliver Diary to State’s Public 
Integrity Commission

By Henry J. Stern

their Albany bureau chief.  Under 
the headline, DOPP IN DIARY 
BATTLE, Mahoney leads with 
the news that “Darren Dopp, Gov. 
Spitzer’s former spokesman, is 
seeking to quash a subpoena for 
diary-like notes he kept while the 
Troopergate plan was unfolding, 
sources said yesterday.”
   What is intriguing about Dopp’s 
stonewalling is that the subpoena 
does not come from Senator Bruno 
or any of his agents, but from 
the Public Integrity Commission 
appointed by Spitzer himself.  
Anything Bruno wants can be 
dismissed as political, but fighting 
with the good guys is usually not 
helpful.
   However, if there is material in 

the notes that Spitzer does not want 
made public, then Dopp must resist 
the subpoena, even if the result is 
to impair his own reputation.   We 
believe that Spitzer, at the least, did 
not object to Dopp’s being hired 
by a firm whose principal, Patricia 
Lynch, is a former employee of 
Speaker Silver.  The fact that 
Albany DA Soares already has the 
notes does not excuse Dopp from 
handing them over to the Integrity 
Commission, if the court upholds 
the subpoena.
   The larger point is: why all this 
skirmishing, if there is nothing to 
hide?  There are two possibilities:
1) There IS something to hide that 
would embarrass the governor.  
Whatever it is may or may not lead 

to evidence of a crime.
2) There is nothing to hide here, 
but fighting tooth and nail is the 
best way to impede an investigation 
which may find other matters which 
are being hidden for defensive 
purposes.
   In either event, this litigation 
prolongs the dispute and assures 
that Troopergate will continue to 
occupy us during the early part of 
2008, which is when legislative 
business should be transacted.
   We did not want this business/
nonsense to drag on into the new 
year, but it has because Senator 
Bruno and Governor Spitzer 
are still at war. They are at war 
because the governor wants 
to kill (politically) the senate 

leadership. The major battle ahead 
will come in November 2008, when 
Republicans and Democrats alike 
will spend tens of millions of dollars 
fighting for control of the State 
Senate.  The game plan this year 
is for both parties to muss up their 
opponents as much as they can to 
make themselves look better for the 
showdown.  The Republicans want 
to show that Spitzer is a liar.  The 
Democrats want someone to show 
that Bruno is a crook.  Maybe they 
will sic the appropriate Assembly 
investigating committee on Bruno.  
But that escalation would lead to 
the senate making Silver himself a 
target, which has not yet happened.  
That is leadership courtesy.

   Longtime readers of this column, 
bless their masochistic hearts, are 
aware that among my  favorite 
philosophers is a dreamboat-in-
drag named Geraldine Jones, 
the fictitious and flirtatious 
character portrayed on TV by 
Clerow Wilson, Jr., a.k.a. “Flip.” 
(Betchyadidden know THAT!) 
   Geraldine radiated some of the 
same engaging innocence and 
honesty as Butterfly McQueen’s 
Prissy in “Gone With The Wind” 
(“I don’t know nothin’ ‘bout 
birthin’ no babies, Miz Sca’lett!”). 
   Like Prissy, Geraldine was glib 
and outspoken, but, as she put it, 
“no finger-poppin’ chippie.” She 
was slightly naughty, mildly-to-
wildly voluptuous, and productive 
of subtle double entendres, 
but never profane or sleazy. 
   Her cop-out spin on questionable 
behavior and suggestions of a 
libertine libido was that “the devil 
made me do it,” thus freeing her 
from the guilt feelings that plague 
those of us sentenced to real life. 
   For all her frivolity, though, 
Geraldine generated some phrases 
which profoundly reflected, 
explained and/or forgave a number 
of human foibles. Examples included 

What You Saw Is What You (Probably) Got
 

By Joe Klock, Sr.

“Dif’rent strokes for dif’rent folks” 
and “Whatever turns you on.”  
   Applying either or both of those 
comments to schoolyard etiquette, 
barroom debate, married life, 
politics, governance, interpersonal 
relationships and international 
diplomacy would rid our world of 
myriad miseries and foster a kinder, 
gentler society - from the global 
perspective to the family home. 
   Among her better-known bons 
mots was “What you see is what 
you get, honey,” delivered with a 
provocative rotation of slim hips 
and shapely legs for which most real 
women would have traded a treasure. 
   Aside: Though a masterful mimic 
of effeminacy, Wilson was actually 
the thrice-married father of four, 
who quit show business at the peak 
of his success to devote the last third 
of his life to the children of whom 
he won custody from an ex-spouse. 
   What Flip’s Geraldine had in 
mind with “WYSIWYG” was far 
removed from the psychological 
power of visualization, but it stands 
as a nearly perfect explanation 
of its impact on how we live 
and how it can affect our pursuit 
of success, happiness, personal 
fulfillment and peace of mind. 

   While it is true that many of the 
things we encounter in life are 
both unpredictable and beyond 
our control, we are masters and 
mistresses of our destinies to a much 
greater extent than most of us realize. 
   What we expect to happen in the 
future, based on our past experience, 
earlier tutelage, ambitions, dreams, 
prejudices, doubts, fears and the 
input of others becomes imbedded in 
our subconscious minds as pictures 
of “things as they are supposed to 
be and/or are likely to become.” 
   This alerts our powerful 
senses, both conscious and 
otherwise, to be alert for external 
opportunities to convert those 
visualizations to reality, whether 

to better or worsen our lot in life. 
   That’s why “always” and “never” 
attitudes and inner-chatter prevent 
some of us from achieving our 
full potential, while propelling 
others toward what Maslow 
described as the ultimate goal 
of self-actualization - namely, 
being all that one can possibly be. 
   It’s not unlike creating a mental 
videotape of ourselves and acting it 
out, which is pretty much what we 
all do, with one critical and priceless 
exception: As authors of that 
production - and unlike most other 
species in nature - we are free to edit 
and rewrite the script, changing what 
we expect to happen and altering 
the dominant version of what we 
“see” in our subconscious minds. 
   Second aside and a brief 
commercial: Those interested in 
delving further into this concept 
might visit www.joeklock.com 
and click on the CD album, 
“In Search Of Maximence.” 
   In support of the notion that 
what you see is what you get is 
the probable fact that much, if not 
most, of what you “got” in your 
past life was similar to what you 
“saw” in your subconscious during 
the runup to those actual events. 

   That is to say, perhaps belaboring the 
point, what you saw is what you got. 
   You can, to a great extent, reshape 
your future to conform to the 
aforementioned ideals of success, 
happiness, personal fulfillment 
and peace of mind by rewriting 
the script of your inner chatter, 
thus hanging rosier pictures in the 
gallery of your subconscious mind. 
   This process is nothing new to 
you, by the way - you’ve been doing 
it all of your life; and you’re doing it 
right now, as you read these words! 
   The choice is yours - or, as 
Geraldine so wisely put it, “Dif’rent 
strokes for dif’rent folks, and 
whatever turns you on, Honey!”
 

Freelance wordworker Joe Klock, 
Sr. (joeklock@aol.com) is a 

winter Floridian who summers 
in New Hampshire. More of his 
“Klockwork,” can be found at 

www.joeklock.com.
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   Twenty-six years ago, a police 
officer was brutally murdered on the 
cold, dark streets of Philadelphia. 
Patrolman Daniel Faulkner, making 
a routine traffic stop at about three 
o’clock on the morning of December 
9, 1981, was knocked to the ground 
and shot several times in his upper 
body and face. Four eyewitnesses 
to the cold-blooded homicide have 
identified the murderer as, Wesley 
Cook (AKA Mumia Abu Jamal). 
Mr. Cook was convicted of first 
degree murder the following year, 
and sentenced to death in the 
Electric Chair. 
   Well, here we are, 26 years later, 
and instead of an execution, we have 
something akin to a coronation. 
Mr. Cook has received money 
for the sales of books, written 
while in prison, and he has been 
allowed to write a column in which 
he regularly rants about ‘racial 
injustice in America.’ In addition, 
his fight against the death penalty, 

Weir Only Human: Murdered by Mumia
By Bob Weir

for which he has had the support of 
several Hollywood celebrities, has 
proved fruitful because, a few years 
ago, a judge reduced his penalty to 
life in prison. Now, his “fan club” is 
trying to get him released. 
   Maureen Faulkner, widow of 
the slain officer, recently wrote, 
“Murdered by Mumia: A Life 
Sentence of Loss, Pain and 
Injustice.” She should know; a part 
of her was murdered that fateful 
day. 
   When I think about the facts of 
this case, I have to agree with Mr. 
Cook; there is racial injustice in 
this country. Mr. Cook, a black 
man, murdered Officer Faulkner, a 
white man, and to this date Officer 
Faulkner has not received justice. 
Cook, a former member of the Black 
Panthers and an avid supporter of 
anti-government, and anti-police 
groups, was observed firing a 
shot into Faulkner’s back as the 
officer was struggling with Cook’s 

brother William, 
the driver of 
the vehicle. The 
wounded officer 
spun around, 
drew his revolver, 
and fired back, 
hitting Cook in 
the upper torso. 
At that point, the 
officer fell to the ground, writhing 
in pain from the back wound. Cook 
staggered a few feet, then, walked 
up to the helpless cop and fired at 
his chest. Faulkner was twisting 
furiously on the ground, trying to 
avoid the bullets. Ultimately, Cook 
placed the gun barrel within inches 
of the cop’s face and fired again. 
Witnesses have stated that a few 
quick spasms signaled the end of 
Faulkner’s life. 
   After Cook fired the fatal bullet, 
he attempted to leave the scene, 
but his wound kept him from going 
very far. He was sitting on the curb 

with the murder 
weapon in his 
hand when the 
police arrived. 
When warned to 
drop the gun, he 
attempted to take 
aim at one of 
the responding 
officers, who, 

rather than shoot him, knocked the 
gun to the ground. 
   At the emergency room of the 
hospital, as Cook was violently 
resisting the police who brought 
him there for treatment of his 
wound, witnesses heard him shout: 
“I shot the (expletive) and I hope the 
(expletive) dies.” One can scarcely 
imagine having more evidence 
for a trial and conviction than the 
incontrovertible facts presented 
here. During the trial, Mumia Abu 
Jamal (He became an African tribal 
leader as soon as he found himself 
in a cell), repeatedly disrupted the 

proceedings on a daily basis with 
loud outbursts and verbal threats. 
An extremely patient judge and 
prosecutor dealt with his desperate 
attempts to make the trial about 
race, even allowing him to run his 
own defense and interview potential 
jurors. In the end, the racially mixed 
jury convicted Mumia of First 
Degree Murder and recommended 
the death penalty. Up to that point, 
the system was working. If Mumia 
had been taken from the courtroom, 
brought to the place of execution, 
and been forced to pay with his life, 
justice would have been done.
   But, this is America, the country 
that people like Mumia and others 
are quick to criticize as barbarous 
and primitive. In this country, the 
system of appeals is practically 
endless, and the race card has more 
stopping power than a .44 Magnum. 
Mumia is black and that entitles him 
to proclaim that the only reason for 
his plight is his color. 

   Imagine if the situation were 
reversed. The white guy stood over 
the black guy and fired bullets into 
his face in front of 4 witnesses. 
Do you think the judge and the 
D.A. would be so patient with 
his courtroom antics? How many 
Hollywood celebrities do you think 
would be making appeals to save 
his life? Would he still be alive and 
able to spread his racist dogma in 
newspapers and magazines? Nah! 
He’d be toast!! 
   Mumia is right. This is a racist 
country.

Bob Weir is an accomplished 
writer having penned seven novels: 

“Murder in Black and White,” 
“City To Die For,” “Powers That 
Be,” “Ruthie’s Kids,” “Deadly To 
Love,” “Short Stories of Life and 
Death” and “Out of Sight.” Bob 

Weir is a contributing columnist to 
Yonkers Tribune and Westchester 

Times Tribune.  
BobWeir777@aol.com.

The Clock,” everything is either an 
outtake, demo, live, or an alternate 
version of the original. So there’s 
a bunch of previously unheard 
material taken from Aretha’s most 
expressive timeframe, which sheds 
additional light on the fact that 
Franklin is of one of the greatest 
soul (and otherwise) singers of the 
twentieth century. 
   The tracks included here are 
timelessly valuable, they are not 
nearly close to her best previously 
released work, but there are some 
gems and moments that make this 
two CD set very worthwhile owning. 
Such as; the two opening tunes, 
which are early demo versions of 
“I Never Loved a Man (The Way 
I Love You)” and “Dr. Feelgood,” 
which are a bid crude and not very 
well recorded, but what is cool is 
that we hear Aretha singing and 
sitting at the piano, accompanied by 
just bass and drums. Additionally, 
Aretha covers her sista Carolyn, 
Gene McDaniels, James Brown, 
Van McCoy, Leonard Cohen, and 
another version of Paul Anka’s “My 
Way,” of which a different version 
of Aretha covering the same tune 

was released last year on Rhino’s 
compilation; “Atlantic Unearthed- 
Soul Sisters.”  Plus there are several 
tracks that are interestingly listed 
as; “composer unknown.”  
   But there are more than two 
handfuls of strong complete 
recordings by Aretha of which are 
quite lofty, such as disk one’s; Van 
McCoy’s “So Soon,” which is a 
“Aretha Arrives” outtake, Holland, 
Dozier and Holland’s “You Keep 
Me Hangin’ On,” and Van McCoy’s 
“Lean On Me,” which has Donny 
Hathaway, Chuck Rainey, Cornell 
Dupree, and Bernard Purdie on 
board. 
   Disk two top picks are a wild 
re-mix of Aretha’s “Rock Steady” 
which was previously issued on 
the highly recommended four CD 
Rhino box “What It Is! Funky Soul 
& Rare Grooves” Plus two tracks by 
the elusive “composer unknown;” 
“Sweetest Smile and the Funkiest 
Style,” with Billy Preston on 
keyboards, and “The Happy Blues,” 
with Willie Weeks, Dupree, Purdie, 
and Donny Hathaway. The absolute 
high point for me was the second 
known coupling of Aretha singing 
together with Brother Ray Charles, 

taken from a live performance in 
L.A. covering Duke Ellington’s 
“Ain’t But the One,” with a killer 
band that includes Kenny Burrell, 
Chuck Rainey, Dave Grusin, 
and Paul Humphrey. This classic 
performance is from a CBS TV 
special “Duke Ellington… We Love 
You Madly.” This live recording 
simmers and boils towards a gospel 
frenzy that will take your breath 
away! Which begs the question: 
Rhino, are there more Brother Ray 
& Aretha recordings? Note: The 
other Ray & Aretha performance 
is “Spirit In The Dark” from the 
“Aretha Live at the Fillmore West,” 
and be sure to get the unedited 
eighteen minute version that was 
released last year on Rhino, as a 
two CD deluxe edition.  
   Add to this fine mix that there is a 
twenty-four page booklet enclosed 
in this absolutely wonderful 
compilation, with liner notes from 
well known author David Ritz, 
and a soon to be ninety-one years 
young Jerry Wexler, who is also 
the executive producer of this box 
set. Wexler probably says it best, 
“We’ve discovered a treasure trove 
of vintage Aretha that’s nothing 

short of thrilling. Aretha’s outtakes 
are the sort of performances most 
artists would be proud to call first 
choices.”  May you “Rock Steady” 
forever Mr. Wexler, and you too 
Aretha!   

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- New York 
Blues Queen Roxy Perry kicks off 
the popular “Big Things Happen 
at the Little Theater” concerts on 
Friday, February 1, at 8 p.m. at the 
Westchester County 
Center in White 
Plains. Doors open 
at 7 p.m.
   The internationally 
acclaimed Perry 
has most recently 
performed at the 
famed Montreaux 
Music Festival in 
Switzerland. A New 
Rochelle native, 
she is the current 
“Artist of the Year” 
as dubbed by the 
Westchester Arts 
Council. Perry has 
recorded a number 
of CDs, including the award-
winning Back to Bluesville, and is 
currently working on her newest 
release.  
   A child prodigy, Perry began 
singing, composing music and 
playing the harp in her early teens 

New York Blues Queen Roxy Perry 
Headlines Little Theater

and headlined such venues as New 
York’s Peppermint Lounge. Later, 
she toured with the pop-rock group 
Dawn. Her experience includes 
forays into the rock and roll and 

heavy metal arenas, but Roxy 
always returns to her first love, the 
blues.
   Tickets are priced at $20 each 
for general admission seating, and 
are available at the Westchester 
County Center box office and at 

all Ticketmaster outlets. Tickets 
can also be charged by calling 
Ticketmaster at (845) 454-3388 
or on line at www.Ticketmaster.
com. A maximum of 250 seats will 

be sold. The Little 
Theater will be set 
up cabaret style as 
the audience will be 
seated comfortably 
around small, 
candlelit tables, each 
with great sightlines 
to the stage. 
   The County Center 
is accessible to the 
disabled. Ample 
parking is available 
onsite. 
   The Westchester 
County Center is 
located in White 
Plains on Central 

Avenue at the Bronx River Parkway. 
You can get there easily by car, bus 
or Metro North railroad.       
For more information on the Little 
Theater or the upcoming concert, 
log on to www.countycenter.biz  
or call (914) 995-4050.

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- Pianist 
Adam Kent, a New Rochelle 
native, will perform with 
the Westchester Chamber 
Orchestra in its third concert of 
the season on Sat., Feb. 9, 2008 
at Iona College’s Christopher 
J. Murphy Auditorium. 
   Kent will play Mozart’s 
Piano Concerto no. 14, K.449, 
E flat major and Joaquin 
Turina’s Rapsodia Sinfonica. 
Also on the program will be 
Mozart’s Overture: La Finta 
Giardiniera, K.196, and 
Alberto Ginastera’s Concerto 
for Strings, op. 33.
   Kent, a specialist in 
Spanish music, has performed 
throughout the United States 
and internationally, most 
recently at Weill Recital 
Hall. He is a member of 
the Damocles Trio, which 
performs and records regularly. 
Kent holds a D.M.A. from the 
Julliard School and M.M. and 
B.M. degrees from the Manhattan 
School of Music, where he is on the 
faculty of the Preparatory division. 

Pianist Kent Featured at Westchester 
Chamber Orchestra

He has also taught at Concordia and 
Iona Colleges. 

   WCO’s season concludes on Sat., 
May 3, 2008, with the world premiere 
of Charles Griffin’s commission, 

Concerto for Orchestra, along 
with Beethoven’s Symphony No. 1, 

Op. 21, C Major. This concert 
will also feature the seventh 
annual Composers of the Future 
showcase of compositions 
written by children in New 
Rochelle’s Songcatchers after-
school program. This concert 
series is sponsored in part by 
the Iona College Council on the 
Arts through the generosity of 
JoAnn and Joseph M. Murphy 
and the Baron Lambert Fund.  
   The concerts begin at 8:00 
p.m. Christopher J. Murphy 
auditorium is located at the 
corner of Summit and North 
avenues in New Rochelle. 
Tickets are $35 for general 
admission, $30 for seniors (65+) 
and $15 for students. Discount 
subscriptions for the season are 
available. For more information 
or tickets, call (914) 654-
4WCO (4926), e-mail info@
westchesterchamberorchestra.

org or log onto www.
westchesterchamberorchestra.org.

Bob Putignano: Is the host of the 
multiple award winning Sounds 

of Blue which can be heard twice 
weekly on 89.1 WFDU-FM

 http://wfdu.fm

For upcoming programming info 
and to hear the Sounds of Blue  

24 x 7: go to
 www.SoundsofBlue.com.

Sounds of Blue: Aretha Franklin
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The Fine Print
By Lisa Fine 

NEW ROCHELLE, NY 
-- Temple Israel of New 
Rochelle’s sixth annual 
“Follies” will be a send up 
of the departure of its Senior 
and Associate Rabbis this 
past summer and its search 
for a new Senior Rabbi.  
Entitled “The Oregon Be-
Trail,” the one-night-only 
musical extravaganza set 
for February 10th at the 
Temple, views the historic 
Oregon Trail with righteous 
indignation as the path taken 
by the former Senior Rabbi 
for a pulpit in Portland.
   In what may be a unique 
tradition, the Temple 
community has presented an 
annual parody of life among 
the clergy and congregation, 
each year’s theme reflecting 
topical and timely scenarios.  
These tongue-in-cheek 
programs are written, directed and 
performed by congregants with 
the participation of the clergy in 
the musical tableaus. Somewhat 
of a family affair, the lead writers 
and producers are Bruce Turkle, a 
lawyer and an officer of the Temple, 
and his wife, Marcia Nackenson, 
M.D.  This year they have had 
the added assistance of their son, 
Matthew, an 11th grade student at 
New Rochelle High, who wrote the 
lyrics for two of the songs. 

Bruce Turkle and Dr. Marcia Nackenson

Temple Israel “Follies” to Parody Life 
with Clergy and Congregation

   While this new edition of the 
“Follies” laments the loss of both 
the former Rabbis, it ultimately 
celebrates the arrival of its new 
Rabbi, Evan Goodman, and his 
wife Lori, both of whom win 
congregational applause as well as, 
in this show, their thespian stripes.
   The producers of the show 
include, in addition to Mr. Turkle 
and Dr. Nackenson,  Nanette 
Sacks, the only partcipant with 
prior professional experience, and 

Michael Richman.  Ms. 
Sacks and Mr. Richman also 
serve as the Follies’ director 
and musical director, 
respectively.  Among the 
show highlights, a group 
of Temple kids are featured 
singing, “Holiness” with 
lyrics written by Matthew 
Turkle based on the tune 
from “You’re A Good Man, 
Charlie Brown.” As in the 
past, most of the multi-
generational performers 
have appeared in previous 
“Follies” productions, 
some serving as both cast 
and crew. Current and 
prior clergy do a star turn, 
as well, including Rabbi 
Goodman and his wife, 
Lori, Cantor Erik Contzius, 
Rabbi Emeritus Amiel Wohl 
and Cantor Emerita Helene 
Reps.

   Tickets for the show, scheduled for 
Fenruary 10th, to begin at 8:15 p.m., 
include a pre-performance wine 
and cheese hour at 7:15 p.m. and 
a post- theatrical dessert reception. 
Priced at $36, they are available 
weekdays from the Temple office 
and on Sundays at the Religious 
School entrance. Temple Israel is 
located at 1000 Pinebrook Blvd., 
New Rochelle, NY.

For further information, call  
914-235-1800.

   The Giving Continues
Old and unused cell phones can 
be donated to the Westchester 
County District Attorney’s Office 
to be distributed to senior citizens, 
victims of domestic violence, 
school crossing guards and 
emergency agencies. The drop-off 
location is at the Peekskill Youth 
Bureau in City Hall at 840 Main 
Street in Peekskill. Gently-used and 
new men’s, women’s and children’s 
clothing are always needed at 
the Community Action Program 
Offices in Peekskill (914 739-1451) 
or in Ossining (914 762-2369).
   Broadway On and In Yorktown  
Yorktown Stage has announced 
an exciting family entertainment 
schedule of Broadway musical 
productions for 2008 and the shows 
include … High School Musical 
(in April), Godspell (in July) and 
Oklahoma (in November). Tickets: 
Adults $25; seniors and students 
$21; children (under 12) $19. 
Advertising space is available for 
businesses, organizations, patrons 
and supporters in the season 
program guide which is distributed 
at each of these three shows. Info: 

914 962-0606. 
   Also at the Yorktown Stage … 
on Saturday March 8 will be the 7th 
Annual Benefit Concert – Broadway 
Sings for Jenna’s Dream: A Night 
of Broadway, starring Yorktown 
resident Craig Schulman and 
leading artists from hit Broadway 
shows, TV and Film. All proceeds of 
the evening will benefit the Jenna’s 
Dream scholarship program, which 
provides opportunities for children 
to attend summer theatre arts 
camp and for high school seniors 
to continue their education in the 
performing arts. Tickets: Adults 
$60; seniors and students $35. Info: 
914 962-0606. 

   Ladies at the Lakeside
Enjoy an afternoon of pampering, 
relaxing and wine tasting on 
Sunday January 13 from 2-7 pm 
at Lakeside at Osceola, 399 East 
Main Street in Jefferson Valley. 
Healthcare, wellness, beauty, 
fitness and health care professionals 
will be onsite to provide insight 
to the latest products and speak 
about “Eating for Energy” and 
“Taking Shape for Life”. Besides 
the tempting food, appetizers and 
desserts, guests can unwind with 
a massage and treat themselves to 
inspirational necklaces, t-shirts, 
handmade jewelry, cosmetics, 
and much more. The cost is 
$19.50 per ‘lady’. Reservations 
and info: 914 245-3246 or  
www.LakesideatOsceola.com.

To submit information for The 
Fine Print, please send emails to 

TheFinePrintNY@verizon.net, call 
914 243-9761, or visit the www.
LisaFineCommunications.com 

Website. Lisa Fine is owner of LF 
Communications, Inc. some of 

whose clients may be mentioned on 
occasion.

Yonkers Inducts
21 New Police Officers

The inductees sat in the first two rows of the middle aisle of the Riverfront Auditorium.       
 (L to R) and from the first row to the second row are: Rocco Fusco, Dennis McCarvill, Dominic Abbate, James 

Baker, Patrick Breen, Brian Burke, Stephen Donahue, Brian Ildefonso, Roberto Macias, Jesse Mastrantoni, 
Vincent Mirizio, Theron Park, Massiel Pimentel, Raul Ramirez, Virgilio Reyes, Walter Rivera, Richard Rubin, 

Remy Susini, Moise Vargas, Ernest Vega, and Quanna Wade. 

Color Guard procession at Yonkers Riverfront Library.

RIVERDALE, NY -- The Riverdale 
YM-YWHA is now enrolling three 
exciting classes for young children:

Two Together: A Playtime for 
Toddlers is a semi-structured 
play and learning experience for 
18-30 month old toddlers with 
parent or caregiver. An early 
childhood instructor will introduce 
experiences with a variety of art 
media, manipulative toys, puzzles, 
stories and songs. The class will 
include snack and large motor 
activities. 15 Mondays, either 9:00 
to 10:30am or 11:00am to 12:30pm 
beginning January 28.
 Wiggle, Jiggle & Move is a 

Young Children’s Classes  
at the Riverdale Y

creative movement and gym class 
for toddlers 18 to 30 months with 
an adult, provides children with the 
opportunity for active large-muscle 
play. The children participate in 
games and fun activities which 
utilize equipment such as climbing 
platforms, ramps and steps, hoops 
and cones, all the right size for 
toddlers to practice their skills. 15 
Wednesdays, 12 noon to 12:45 pm 
beginning January 30.
 Kindermusik is a delightful way 
to bond with babies and toddlers 
and meet other parents of young 
children, is a nationally-recognized 
music development program 
focused on supporting children’s 

imaginations, musical awareness 
and expressiveness. Classes are 
available for parents with infants 6 
to 17 months, parents and toddlers 
18 to 24 months, and preschoolers 
2 to 4 years of age. 15 Fridays 
beginning February 1. Class times 
depend on child’s age.
Register on-line at www.riverdaley.
org or contact Joan Tananbaum, 
Parenting Center Coordinator, 
at 718-548-8200 ext 234 or 
jtananbaum@riverdaley.org.

The Riverdale Y is located at 5625 
Arlington Avenue, Riverdale, NY 
10471.

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- A four-
part Adult Ed “minimester” class 
at Temple Israel of New Rochelle 
will explore the provocative topic 
of whether the God of Genesis and 
Exodus made mistakes, felt regret 
and “grew”  through experience 
and even human intervention.
   The class titled, “Divine Fallibility: 
God’s Growing Edge” will be held 
on Thursdays from 7:30 -9:00 p.m., 
January 17 and 24 and February 
7 and 14 at the Temple. Rabbinic 

Winter Adult Ed “Minimester’ Class 
Set at Temple Israel of New Rochelle

Intern, Spike Anderson will lead 
the class.
   The four sessions will take the 
class through important biblical 
texts that present that possibility 
and pose the question of whether it 
is possible to relate to a God who is 
able to change. It is expected that 
this examination of biblical stories 
will offer insight into how God was 
perceived by our ancestors.  Views 
to be considered after a close reading 
of biblical traditions are whether 

honest conversation catalyzed 
by biblical text can enable one to 
expand one’s religious beliefs and 
personal theology.
   The class, which is open to 
everyone, is $18 for Temple 
members and $36 for non-members. 
For additional information, contact 
the Temple office, 914-235-1800.
   Temple Israel is located at 1000 
Pinebrook Blvd., New Rochelle, 
NY.

MAIN STREET LOFTS

A Newly Constructed Building

With 34 Affordable Rental Units

(Studios, One Bedrooms & Two Bedrooms

Located at

66 Main Street

Yonkers, NY 10701

Units will be Available

Approximately February 2008

Call immediately for information or to receive an application

(914) 969-6159

http://www.lakesideatosceola.com/
mailto:TheFinePrintNY@verizon.net
http://www.LisaFineCommunications.com
http://www.LisaFineCommunications.com
http://www.riverdaley.org
http://www.riverdaley.org
mailto:jtananbaum@riverdaley.org
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WASHINGTON, DC -- The Internal 
Revenue Service announced that the 
upcoming tax season is expected to 
start on time for everyone except 
certain taxpayers potentially 
affected by late enactment of the 
Alternative Minimum Tax “patch.”
   Following extensive work in recent 
weeks, the IRS expects to be able 
to begin processing returns for the 
vast majority of taxpayers in mid-
January.  However, as many as 13.5 
million taxpayers using five forms 
related to the Alternative Minimum 
Tax (AMT) legislation will have to 
wait to file tax returns until the IRS 
completes the reprogramming of its 
systems for the new law.
   The IRS has targeted Feb. 11, 
as the potential starting date for 
taxpayers to begin submitting the 
five AMT-related returns affected 
by the legislation. The February 
date allows the IRS enough time 
to update and test its systems to 
accommodate the AMT changes 
without major disruptions to other 
operations related to the tax season. 
As the IRS has said previously, 

it will take approximately seven 
weeks after the AMT patch was 
approved to update IRS processing 
systems completely.
   Although as many as 13.5 million 
taxpayers will not be able to file 
their returns until Feb. 11, the effect 
of the delay may be lessened by 
the fact that under previous filing 
patterns only between 3 million to 
4 million taxpayers file returns with 
the five affected forms during these 
early weeks in the filing season.
   “We regret the inconvenience 
the delay will mean for millions 
of early tax filers, especially those 
expecting a refund,” said Linda 
Stiff, Acting IRS Commissioner.  
“We’ve taken extraordinary steps to 
figure out a way that we can start 
the filing season on time for most 
taxpayers, including some using 
AMT-related forms.  Our goal has 
always been to make sure we can 
accurately process tax returns while 
getting refunds to taxpayers as 
quickly as possible.”
   The February delay caused by the 
AMT patch will affect taxpayers 

using these five forms:
• Form 8863, Education Credits.
• Form 5695, Residential Energy 
Credits.
• Form 1040A’s Schedule 2, Child 
and Dependent Care 
Expenses for Form 
1040A Filers.
• Form 8396, 
Mortgage Interest 
Credit.
• Form 8859, District 
of Columbia First-
Time Homebuyer 
Credit.
   While these five 
forms require significant additional 
reprogramming due to the AMT 
patch, the IRS has been able to 
reprogram its systems to begin 
processing seven other AMT-
related forms, including Form 
6251, Alternative Minimum Tax – 
Individuals.  Taxpayers filing these 
seven forms should not experience 
delays in filing, and the IRS expects 
to begin processing those returns 
starting on Jan. 14.
   Electronic returns involving those 

Tax Filing Season Opens on Time 
Certain Taxpayers Potentially Affected by AMT Patch

five forms will not be accepted until 
systems are updated in February; 
similarly, paper filers should wait 
to file as well. All other e-file and 
paper returns will be accepted 

starting in January. 
The IRS urges 
affected taxpayers 
to file electronically 
in order to reduce 
wait times for their 
refunds. E-file with 
direct deposit gets 
refunds in as little as 
10 days, while paper 
returns take four to 

six weeks.
   “E-file is a great option for 
everyone, especially if they are 
affected by the AMT,” said Richard 
Spires, IRS Deputy Commissioner 
for Operations Support.  “Filing 
electronically will get people their 
refunds faster, and e-file greatly 
reduces the chances for making 
an error on the AMT or other tax 
issues.”
   In addition to filing electronically, 
the IRS urges taxpayers to take 

simple steps to avoid problems:
• Taxpayers filing electronically 
should make sure to update their tax 
software in order to get the latest 
AMT updates.
• Taxpayers with $54,000 or less 
in Adjusted Gross Income can use 
Free File to electronically file their 
returns for free.  Free File will only 
be available by visiting the official 
IRS web site at IRS.gov. In all, 90 
million taxpayers qualify for this 
free service.
• Taxpayers who use tax software to 
print out paper copies of tax forms 
should make sure they update 
their software before printing out 
forms.  Taxpayers using paper 
forms can also visit IRS.gov to get 
updated copies of AMT forms.
   The IRS has created a special 
section on IRS.gov to provide 
taxpayers with additional 
information and copies of updated 
forms affected by the AMT.  In 
recent days, the IRS has posted 
updated copies of all forms affected 
by the late enactment of the AMT 
patch by Congress.

   The IRS also reminds taxpayers 
that printed tax packages, which will 
begin arriving in the mail around 
New Year’s, went to the printer in 
November before the AMT changes 
were enacted.  The packages reflect 
the law in effect at the time of 
printing.  The tax packages include 
cautionary language to taxpayers 
that late legislation was pending.
   The IRS is also working closely 
with tax professionals and the tax 
preparation software community to 
make sure they can help taxpayers 
with all of the latest developments 
on the enactment of the AMT patch 
and other tax changes.
   “The IRS is going to continue to 
do everything it can to make this 
a fully successful filing season for 
the nation’s taxpayers,” Stiff said.  
“We will continue to work to keep 
taxpayers up to date and make this 
situation as easy as possible for 
everyone.”

CORTLANDT MANOR, NY -- 
Gardening is by far the most popular 
hobby in the country. Birding is 
not far behind in popularity, and 
frequently there is a big overlap as 
gardeners enjoy the birds that are 
attracted to their handiwork. 
   Chances are that at least one 
or two folks on your holiday list 
are gardeners.  If you give them 
something that will make their 
gardening tasks easier, or a gift 
certificate to use at a favorite local 
nursery they will think that you are 
wonderful.  It is always good to 
buy local and neighborhood garden 
centers are usually quite happy to 
give you a gift letter or card, even if 
they don’t have a standard gift form 
prepared for the occasion.  
   And then, of course, there is the 
world of gardening catalogs.  One 
of my favorites is from White 
Flower Farm, whose spring catalog 
is a real keeper.  I use it all year 
long to identify new plants and to 
choose flowers I may want to add to 
my garden to extend the blooming 
season. They have a Christmas 
catalog that is lovely but not very 
economical. Of course, you get 
what you pay for.  Their amaryllis 
bulbs can be $19 or more.  While 

The Merry Gardener: Gifts for Gardeners 
By Marilyn Elie

you can get a perfectly respectable 
amaryllis at Shoprite now for 
$4.99, it is a smaller bulb and will 
produce much less spectacular 
flowers than the super large bulbs 
you would get in the mail from 
White Flower Farm.  This is a local, 
family owned, mail order nursery in 
Litchfield Connecticut so the plants 
they grow will do well in our area.  
Contact them at 1-800-503-9624 
or www.whiteflowerfarm.com and 
see for yourself.  They also offer a 
free garden guide on their web site.  
Print it out and you have a nice 
addition to any gift you are already 
giving. 
   Another good bet is Jackson 
and Perkins.  While they are best 
known for their roses, their holiday 
catalog advertises 75 new gifts 
under $50.00. They offer a fragrant 
white bulb garden with twelve 
bulbs for $44.95.  You could do the 
same thing for a lot less using their 
combination of white hyacinths, 
paper white narcissus, crocus and 
one of the shorter amaryllis tucked 
inside a pot with good drainage 
with a pretty basket as a cover. To 
request their catalog, call 800-292-
4769 or visit them online at www.
jacksonandperkins.com . 

   One of my favorite mail order 
catalogs is from Gardener’s 
Supply Company. You can get 
garden tools, stakes designed for 
special plants like peonies or lilies, 
waterproof garden shoes, hats, 
clippers, rain gauges and much 
more.  It is owned and operated by 
the employees, who are gardeners.  
Even their automated ordering 
system is gardener friendly!  It 
is easy to get a real gardener on 
the line if you call during regular 
business hours and they have been 
unfailingly helpful when ever I 
have called with a question. Their 
prices are as good as any and their 
service is outstanding.  I actually 

got a lovely gift for a non gardening 
friend from them this year, a tall 
wax candle that has an LED bulb 
instead of a wick. It flickers just 
like a real flame, and because the 
candle is made from wax you 
have to look closely to realize that 
nothing is burning. Contact them at 
888-833-1412 or on line at www.
Gardenerssupply.com .  
   Another place that has nice 
gardening tools is The Gardeners 
Edge. They have the standard 
$20.00 amaryllis, but in addition, 
carry a useful assortment of garden 
carts, and compost and leaf bins.  
If you are looking for a kitchen 
composting pail you can get a nice 

one here for $13.99.  It has the 
additional feature of a compostable 
bio-bag insert which allows for 
better ventilation and drainage of 
kitchen scraps before they even get 
to the compost pile. You can reach 
them at 888-556-5676 or on line at 
www.GardenersEdge.com . 
   Another practical gift is garden 
clothing that protects you from 
the sun.  Some of the new “sun 
proof” clothing is as good as SPF 
30 sunscreen.  The fabric is made 
to deflect UV rays.  Duluth Trading 
specializes in outdoor clothing - 
clothing that works - they call it.  
The company carries a Sunbeater 
shirt for $49.50 that has a fold up 
collar so that you don’t get a burn 
on the back of your neck.  They 
advertise totes, belts, jackets and 
work jeans that “handles curves 
better than a sports car”. Reach 
them at 800-505-8888 or online at 
DuluthTrading.com. 
   Before you make a purchase from 
any gardening company, check 
outDave’s Home Gardening Site. 
This web page is well designed, and 
easy to navigate.  It offers forums 
on all different kinds of gardens. 
Whatever your particular gardening 
passion is, chances are you can find 

people exchanging information 
about it on this site.  More 
importantly, there is a Garden Watch 
Dog section, where comments from 
other gardeners about products and 
service are posted. The good and 
the bad totaled up for you to see 
easily and you are encouraged to 
add your own experience, positive 
or negative, to the data base.  I was 
not surprised to see that many other 
gardeners agreed with me about 
Garden Supply Company.  Out of 
119 reviews most were glowing and 
only 6 were even faintly negative.  
See for yourself at
 www.Davesgarden.com .   
   Next week: Gifts for birders, and a 
review of the hot new birding book, 
Bird Songs from around the World 
by Les Beletsky, which features 
200 bird songs from the Cornell 
Lab of Ornithology.  

Marilyn Elie, a retired teacher, 
gardener, and environmental 

activist welcomes your questions, 
comments, and pictures of your 

garden.  Address them by email to 
TheMerryGardener@gmail.com .

and newly elected Legislator 
Lyndon Williams; Mount Vernon 
City Council members Steve 
Horton, Loretta Hottinger, William 
Randolph, J. Yuhanna Edwards; 
President of the Westchester Black 
Democrats David Ford and many 
more.  
   “This historic event marks a new 
day for the City of Mount Vernon. I 
am elated to take the oath of office 
as Mayor in the presence of family, 
colleagues in government and the 
community,” noted Young.
     The ceremony will feature 
performances by songstress Jina 
Pearce and the renowned Greater 
Centennial A.M.E. Zion Church, as 
well as greetings from Democratic 
Party Chairman Reginald LaFayette 
and Mount Vernon Democratic 
Chair Serapher Conn-Halevi. Young 
will be sworn in by the Honorable 
Kathie E. Davidson Presiding 
Supervising Judge Family Courts, 
followed by his first official address 
as Mayor of Mount Vernon. 
      In his first act as Mayor, 
Young said he would assemble an 
Ethics Commission to review and 
strengthen the city’s policies, as 
well as audit the city’s finances. He 
has also established a Brain Trust 
of talented individuals at City Hall 
similar to NYC Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg’s renowned “Bull Pen”.  
      “I am bringing in the best and 
brightest professionals into City 
Hall to help take the city to the 
next level. Together we will move 
forward and put Mount Vernon first. 
In the eyes of the people there is 
hope and optimism. We have come 
together with common purpose as 
one Mount Vernon – to develop an 
open government that’s accountable 
to the people, to reinvest in our 
resources in our youth, reduce the 
tax burden and invigorate the spirit 
of our great city,” said Young.

Clinton I. 
Young, Jr. 
Takes the 

Helm

current collection methods.
   Bronxville residents have been 
doing an excellent job of recycling; 
in fact, our grass tonnage numbers 
are some of the best in the county for 
a Village our size. The real targets 
of the stepped up enforcement are 
large private weight generators 
including apartment buildings, 
government offices, schools, 
restaurants, and large businesses.  
The county as a whole has also 
consistently exceeded the New York 
State mandated goal of 40 per cent 
recycling, but the concern is that 
the volume of material at landfills 
and incinerators also continues to 
grow. 
   The County’s area of focus is 
the separation of cardboard from 
regular trash. All corrugated boxes 
should be flattened or “nested” and 
waxed cardboard items such as milk 
cartons are not recyclable. A new 
village initiative will be a monthly 
collection in the second week of 
every month for white appliances, 
computer monitors and televisions. 
Contact the Department of Public 
Works at 337-7338 to schedule a 
pick-up.
   As a reminder, items that cannot 
be recycled include paint cans, auto 
parts, glass that is not used for food 

and beverages such as light bulbs, 
drinking glasses, crystal, kitchen 
cookware, window and mirror 
glass and all styrofoam packing 
materials. Plastic containers which 
held potentially hazardous materials 
such as motor oil, solvents and 
pesticides should be discarded with 
regular garbage. Recyclable plastics 
need to be well rinsed with all caps 
removed. Plastic bags of any kind 
are not recyclable and cannot be 
used as a receptacle for recyclable 
materials. 
   The Recycling pick-up schedule 
will remain on Wednesdays for 
2008, but the garbage collection 
schedule will have changed as of  
January 7, 2008. Residences and 
businesses on the Monday/Thursday 
routes will now be on the Tuesday/
Friday route and vice versa.
   Thank you for your continued 
cooperation as we renew our efforts 
to conserve our natural resources 
and be responsible stewards of the 
environment. 

For more information on 
Westchester County recycling rules 
and suggestions call the hotline at 

(914)-813-5420  
or visit online at

 westchestergov.com.

The Mayor’s Column
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continuing his series of District 
Office Hours held at local diners 
- offering an open invitation for 
people to visit and discuss their 
concerns openly. Latimer jointly 
hosts these events with local County 
Legislators, providing a single 
opportunity to meet with people 
from two levels of government - 
State and County. During January, 
three dates have been set to meet 
with people in Port Chester, Rye 
and Mamaroneck, including 
Legislator Martin Rogowsky of 
Harrison, and Legislator Judy 
Myers of Mamaroneck Town: 
DISTRICT OFFICE HOURS 
Assemblyman George Latimer with 
County Legislator Martin Rogowsky 
County Legislator Judy Myers
Saturday, January 12, 2007 
PORT CHESTER. Meet with 
Assemblyman George Latimer 
and Legislator Martin Rogowsky 
at Port Chester Coach Diner, 
Boston Post Rd. 9:30 a.m. to 11 
a.m. District Office Hours - open 
discussion with constituents. 
Saturday, January 19, 2007 
RYE. Meet with Assemblyman 
George Latimer and Legislator Judy 
Myers at On the Way Cafe, Playland 
Parkway at Forest Avenue. 9:30 
a.m. to 11 a.m. District Office Hours 
- open discussion with constituents. 
Saturday, January 19, 2007 
MAMARONECK. Meet with 
Assemblyman George Latimer 
and Legislator Judy Myers at 
The Nautilus Diner, Boston 
Post Rd. , 2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
District Office Hours - open 
discussion with constituents. 
   It doesn’t happen everywhere in 
Westchester, much less across the 
state and nation, but George, Marty, 
Judy and County Legislator Vito 
Pinto (who meets with Latimer and 
residents at The Mirage Diner, 690 
North Avenue, in New Rochelle) 
are doing something different - and 
they’re doing it year-in and year-
out, well apart from the election 
campaign cycle.

Latimer, 
Legislators
Meet the 
People

for each party at City Hall was held 
at Isaac E. Young Middle School.
   Paduano set the tone for the 
ceremony by saying that today 
they were not meeting as party 
members but as New Rochelleans.  
He then gave best wishes to all the 
newly elected council members and 
thanked outgoing members.   Idoni 
announced people in the audience, 
past and present officials, as well 
as school board, library trustees 
and other dignitaries.  Next as each 
elected official was sworn in, they 
expressed their view of unity.
   Republican Councilman in District 
1, Louis Trangucci, after being 
sworn in by Judge John Colangelo, 
stated he viewed his mandate to 
serve both “District 1 and the city 
as a whole.”  He said he would not 
“stifle development” and he would 
always do what was best for the 
City of New Rochelle.
   The next Councilmember, District 
2, Albert Tarantino, Jr., whose 
oath was administered by County 
Legislator James Maisano, said the 
“landscape change should not just 
be of the skyline.”  Reminding the 
audience of a question he posed 
during his campaign, “Has your 
quality of life improved?” where no 
one had raised their hand, he vowed 
in four years to ask that question 
again in anticipation of a better 
response.
   The next Councilman, District 3, 
Democrat James Stowe who was 
also sworn in by Judge Colangelo, 
claimed New Rochelle was a “city on 
the move,” with downtown bustling.  
He emphasized the council’s role 
is to render service, and he talked 
about the need to move the city 
along. 
   After Judge Gail Robinson 
administered the oath of office to 
Democrat Council Member Barry 
Fertel who had no opposition in 
this election, he quipped his thanks 
to Idoni and Bramson for moving 
up politically so he could become 
a Councilman.  He cited his many 
years of public service on the New 
Rochelle Board of Education and 
said we “must do what is right for 
others.”

   The last councilperson to be 
sworn in was Democrat Marianne 
Sussman, District 6, and Judge 
Colangelo again presided.  As a 
third term council member she 
praised New Rochelle as a city 
and suburb with “:pavement  and 
parks.”  She urged overcoming 
stereotypes and stated, “We can 
work together.”  While she wants 
to protect neighborhoods, she also 
supports the “growing vitality of 
the city.”
   Finally Democratic Mayor 
Noam Bramson was sworn in by 
Judge Kathie Davidson.  Bramson 
characterized the ceremony as 
“undivided” and talked about the 
transformation of the city saying 
“none have a chance to turn back,” 
and that governing is “not the work 
of one party or leader” but the work 
of every party.  He summarized by 
saying the common good should be 
our guide for the city we love.
   Paduano added that the theme 
today was “togetherness.”  When he 
suggested “showing commonality” 
the audience applauded.  Putting 
difference aside, he said, can help 
the city move forward.  Idoni said 
“Let’s get read to rumble,” and 
that he was never more sure of our 
Queen City than he was today.
   At the reception that followed, 
Sam Spady, President of the New 
Rochelle NAACP, thought the 
ceremony demonstrated that the 
Council would work for the good of 
the city.  It was a “testimony to the 
Mayor’s commitment to working 
with both sides of the aisle.”    
Margie Brandon whose office is 
in downtown New Rochelle hoped 
Council members instead of lifting 
their eyes to heaven would bring 
them to eye level and try to solve 
the “seemingly petty problems 
that prevent the downtown of 
New Rochelle from being truly 
bustling.”  Rosemary Spalin, Vice 
President of the South End Civic 
League, was looking forward to the 
new personalities and views of the 
newly elected Council members 
who will be assets as they work 
through the coming year.

New Rochelle’s Inauguration 
Stresses Unity

From Page 1

“For the privilege of service and for 
the honor of your trust, I thank you. 
It is a long-overdue pleasure to 
observe this ceremony undivided, as 
one community. 
All of us bring to this occasion so 
many different histories and hopes, 
distinct and sometimes at cross-
purpose.   
Yet today, here, now, they are revealed 
as parts of a single and greater whole. 
We need each other. 
   Consider the weight of this 
moment. Our city at a threshold of 
transformation, beyond which stands 
a new downtown, a new shoreline, 
a place of heightened ambitions and 
possibilities.  Change of a scale and 
scope rarely before seen. 
It is natural that some of us view this 
threshold with excitement.  And others 
with doubt.  All deserve respect.  But 
none have the choice to turn back.   
   It must then be our common purpose 
to make the crossing together. . . in 

determination that our neighbors 
today, and in some future day, shall 
live in a place shaped more fully and 
more wisely by its diversity, and in 
which every aspect – city, suburb, 
classroom, and pew – is valued and 
seen rightly as contributing to the 
character of every other. 
This is not the work of one party or 
one leader. 
It is the work of every party and every 
leader. 
We need each other. 
So I extend to each of my colleagues 
a hand of partnership, earnestly and 
joyfully given. 
Let us together – and let us all – cast 
aside the small passions of politics 
and instead, with a largeness of spirit, 
and only conscience and the common 
good as our guides, affirm our shared 
devotion to the city we love. 
Thank you.  And may it be for our 
community and world a happy, 
healthy, and peaceful New Year.”

Mayor Bramson’s Inauguration Remarks
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APARTMENTS FOR RENT

SETON MANOR

Newly Constructed

82 Unit Senior Citizen Residence
located at 185 Riverdale Avenue, Yonkers, NY 10705

(1/2 mile from Bronx line)

Affiliated with

St. Joseph’s Medical Center

Age 62 and Older

Section 8 Vouchers Welcome

Apartments Available Immediately

Some With River Views

Call immediately for information and to receive

an application

(914) 376-1400

Baby Boomers 
By Rix Quinn

Health • People

Protective Hand Revitalizer SPF 8 
(2.6 oz., $37) is a hand treatment 
with bio-hyalauronic acid to deliver 
moisture, keeping the hands soft 
and supple.  An effective way 
to combat “sandpaper hands” is 
with Estee Lauder’s Re-Nutrive 
Intensive Smoothing Hand Crème, 
(3.4 oz., $45).   It’s non-greasy and 
is effective even after multiple hand 
washings.  It contains Australian 
bois oil to prevent dehydration, 
green tea, a potent anti-oxidant 
and Chinese spike moss, to quell 
irritation.   
   Want to stay winter-kissable? 
Give those dry, cracked lips a slick 
of Kiehl’s Lip Balm SPF 4 (0.5 
fl.oz. $8.50).  It staves off winter’s 
drying effects and comes in pear, 
cranberry and mint flavors.  Your 
lips will be not only kissable but 
will taste delicious! Shiseido’s Full 
Correction Lip Treatment (15 ml, 
$35) retextures and hydrates.  It 
is waterproof and contains marine 
collagen to plump and keep lips 
ultra-moist.   
   For over-all body care, slather 
on Avon’s Skin So Soft (8.4 fl. oz., 
$8.50).  This lotion is available 
in three fragrances, each of which 
contains natural ingredients to 
provide a benefit to the skin: Soft 
& Sensual contains almond extract 
for softening, Soft & Nourish with 
Jojoba Oil to nourish, and Soft & 
Replenish, containing vitamins and 
antioxidants to condition the skin. 
   Men, there’s help for you, too.  A 
line dedicated to men’s skin care is 
Zirh and they offer two moisturizers 
which seem tailor-made for now, 
whether you’re walking to the 
train station, shoveling snow, or 
occupied with something more 
pleasurable like skiing or jogging.  
Protect (3.4 oz., $28) is a daily 
moisturizer that is ultra-light 
and fights the negative effects of 
cold, sun damage and dryness.  It 
contains pine bark antioxidants that 

improve skin texture and elasticity.  
Defend Face Moisturizer with SPF 
15 (3.4 oz., $29) contains Vitamin E 
to retain moisture, pine bark extract 
to purify and avocado oil to nourish 
and condition.  Stepping up to the 
plate, we have a new men’s line: 
Derek Jeter Driven Skin Care.  His 
line is available through Avon, and 
his Driven Moisturizer with SPF 15 
(1.7 fl. oz., $15) is a hypoallergenic, 
lightweight lotion with the added 
bonus of broad spectrum sun 
protection. 

Drink Your Way to Skin Health 
Cheers! 
Green and black teas have been 
shown to prevent skin cancer in 
mice (whether they’re ingested or 
applied in extract form to the skin).  
Now, a new study confirms this link 
in people.  Studies conducted by the 
Dartmouth Medical School show 
that daily tea consumption was 
associated with a 20 to 30 percent 
decrease in skin cancer.  Both green 
and black teas contain anti-oxidants 
that help fight UV-induced damage.  
Now that is something to cheer 
about! Head to toe, inside and out, 
these products have you covered.  
Now, go forth and enjoy winter.  
We’ve only got a few more months 
of it (we hope!). 

Where to Buy:
Estee Lauder: Fine department and 
specialty stores nationwide

Avon: Call 1-800-FOR-AVON or 
online at avon.com

Kiehl’s Since 1851: 109 Third Ave, 
NYC, 154 Columbus Ave, NYC, or 
kiehls.com

Zirh: Sephora, Bloomingdale’s, 
Zirh.com, Sephora.com

Shiseido: Fine department and 
specialty stores nationwide 

Cold Remedies

CORTLANDT MANOR, NY – It 
began Monday, January 7th. Cathy 
Cohen  packed her knapsack with 
25 carrots, 12 stalks of broccoli, 50 
peas, a bowl of cereal, a scoop of 
ice cream, an apple, bread sticks, a 
spoonful of peanut butter, slice of 
cheese, glass of milk and orange 
juice, together with a collapsible 
easel, and set out to meet children, 
ages 5-10 to teach them about 
healthy eating. The food may be 
plastic but the lesson is real enough. 
“We’re out to combat childhood 
obesity,” says Ms. Cohen, who is 
the nutritionist at Hudson Valley 
Hospital Center’s Wellness Club. 
“The object is to get the kids to 
understand the difference between 
eating healthy and unhealthy foods 
as well as the concept of portion 
control.” 
   Obesity, an alarming trend in 

our culture, is no longer relegated 
to adults. “We’re witnessing a 
rising obesity rate in children, even 
those as young as pre-K,” she says. 
“It’s alarming and we intend to do 
something about it.”
   Ms. Cohen began the first of five 
visits to five Lakeland Children’s 
Center sites in Westchester and 
Putnam County elementary schools 
this January. She is armed with her 
plastic banquet, to teach young 
children about what foods are good 
to eat, what to minimize in their 
diets, and why it’s important to 
know their food groups.
   “It may appear that young kids run 
around and get plenty of exercise, 
but that’s far from the truth,” 
she says. “The fact is more and 
more young children are leading 
sedentary lives. They’re plugged 
into computers, electronic games, 

and television, sometimes up to six 
hours a day, and they’re spending 
much less time outdoors. This 
means less exercise and less chance 
of their burning off the calories 
they’re consuming.” 
   Children today also are not eating 
as many healthy and nutritious 
meals as they should. Greasy 
and sugar-laden fast food and 
snacks are replacing the good old-
fashioned nutritious meals.  The 
impact is being felt nationwide. 
One child in five is overweight, and 
the number of overweight children 
in the United States has doubled 
in the last two to three decades. 
According to the National Center 
for Disease Control sixty percent 
of overweight children between 
the ages of 5 and 10 years of age 
already have at least one risk factor 
for heart disease, including elevated 

blood cholesterol, blood pressure or 
increased insulin levels. These are 
the factors that lead to hypertension, 
diabetes, and atherosclerosis.
   Dr. Melvyn Schaff, a pediatrician 
affiliated with HVHC, says that 
obesity can start as early as ten 
months of age, when families 
switch from pre-measured baby 
food to table food. He notes 
that “the Academy of Pediatrics 
recommends that doctors take BMI 
(body mass index) measurements 
after two years of age.”  
“The problem is that today’s parents 
work hard and long hours and 
don’t have as much time to think 
about, let alone prepare, nutritious 
meals for their children,” says Ms. 
Cohen. “So, they do what’s easiest. 
That often means buying fast food, 
processed foods, and takeout foods 
like pizza, on a regular basis.”  

They also have less time to pack 
nutritious lunches for their children. 
“Unfortunately, some schools are 
serving the same kinds of foods 
served to me when I was growing 
up; school lunches are not always 
as nutritious as they should be,” 
says Ms. Cohen. 
   The increase includes both young 
children and adolescents, and 
it’s occurring in all age, race, and 
gender groups, Ms. Cohen points 
out. “And while genetics can play 
a role, genes alone can’t account for 
the huge increase in obesity rates.” 
Ms. Cohen visited Lincoln Titus 
Elementary School (Crompond) 
January 7.  She will visit the 
following sites during the month of 
January.
Monday, January 14, 3 pm: Van 
Cortlandt Dill Elementary School 
(Mohegan Lake)

Nutritionist Cathy Cohen Fights the Good Fight in Combating Childhood Obesity
 Raising Awareness Begins as Early as Five Years of Age

Monday, January 21, 3 pm:  TBA
Monday, January 28, 3 pm: Thomas 
Jefferson Elementary School 
(Yorktown)
    Hudson Valley Hospital Center’s 
Wellness Club is a medical fitness 
facility that offers the tools and 
support needed to achieve optimal 
wellness. By including exercise 
and healthy changes in lifestyle 
behavior, members can reduce their 
risk of disease as well as experience 
the benefits of a more active and 
conscious lifestyle.

Hudson Valley Hospital Center 
is located on Route 202 (1980 
Crompond Road) in Cortlandt 

Manor, New York. Call 914-737-
9000 or visit www.hvhc.org.
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YONKERS,  NY -- A small-scale 
farewell party held today at the 
Yonkers Department of Parks, 
Recreation and Conservation 
marked the retirement of a man 
whose impact has been anything but 
small. After serving the residents of 
Yonkers for thirty-two years, Parks 
Commissioner Mitchell A. Tutoni 
is now ready to embark on the next 
phase of his life, a decision which 
will allow him the well-deserved 
opportunity to enjoy some of the 
outstanding recreational services he 
has worked so long to provide.
   “Mitch’s experience, 
professionalism and commitment 
to providing the highest standard 
of service has left a lasting 
impression,” said Mayor Amicone 
who made a special visit to the 
farewell party. “Under Mitch’s 
leadership, the Parks Department 
has gained a distinct reputation for 
going above and beyond the call of 
duty when working with residents, 
community groups and various 
organizations throughout our city.” 
   Mayor Amicone joined 
commissioners, department heads 
and other staff members at the 
farewell party to present Tutoni 
with a “Key to the City of Yonkers” 
in recognition of his commitment 
and years of dedicated service. 
Tutoni, who had anticipated a quiet 
transition into retirement, was 
humbled by the presentation and for 
receiving the city’s highest honor. 
   Tutoni’s accession to Commissioner 

Retiring Parks Commissioner Mitch Tutoni Leaves a 
Lasting Legacy

Mayor Amicone Presents Tutoni with “Key to the City” after 32-Years of Service

(L to R)Yonkers Mayor Phil Amicone, Kathy Tutoni, Mitch Tutoni, and 
Yonkers Deputy Mayor William Regan.

began in 1976 when he started work 
as an employee of the Department of 
Parks, Recreation and Conservation. 
He was promoted to Recreation 
Supervisor in 1979, Director in 
1988, and Deputy Commissioner in 
1991. In 1994, he was appointed to 
Commissioner and has been serving 
in this capacity ever since.
During Tutoni’s tenure, 40 of 
the city’s parks and playgrounds 
have been renovated, playground 
equipment has been replaced with 
safer and more modern designs and 
upgrades have been made at many 
city-operated facilities. The Parks 
Department has also experienced 
an expansion of services which 
Tutoni attributes to the department’s 
willingness to meet the needs of a 
diverse population of residents and a 
variety of community organizations. 
   “We have made substantial efforts 
to be accessible and open to the 
public by working with all residents, 
clubs, homeowner associations, 
veterans groups, committees, civic 
organizations and other community 
outlets,” said Tutoni. “Yonkers is 
a large city, but we have aimed to 
establish positive relationships and 
in many cases strong friendships 
within the community by increasing 
accessibility and opening facilities 
for everyone’s use.”
   Making use of all city resources 
has been a priority to Tutoni 
who is proud of the department’s 
efforts to make more programs 
available to the public by utilizing 

all facilities the city has to offer. 
For instance, the pool at Mark 
Twain is used to teach swimming 
classes and other aquatic programs. 
   With a career that spans over 
three decades, Tutoni has played 
an important role in enhancing the 
quality of life for all residents of 
Yonkers. He has fond memories 
of working to restore the historic 
Untermyer Park, upholding local 
traditions like the Yonkers Marathon 
and pushing to attain community 
initiatives such as the building of a 
new animal shelter.
   “It has been a great privilege to 
work with Mitch,” said Amicone. 
“He will be greatly missed, but 
his immeasurable contributions 

will leave a lasting legacy in the 
City of Yonkers. We wish him 
and his family continued health 
and happiness in his retirement.” 
   Amicone will appoint August 
“Augie” Cambria to serve as the 
next Commissioner of Parks. 
Augie, who has worked as the 
Deputy Commissioner since 1994, 
is well-know throughout the city 
and highly experienced with all 
aspects of the Parks Department. 
   Cambria’s appointment must go 
to the City Council for approval and 
is expected to be considered within 
the next couple of weeks.

   Yes, it’s that time when you read 
loads of predictions for the new 
year. So, this writer -- who tracks 
Boomer interests -- also offers a 
few thoughts for you to consider 
or discard. Here -- according to our 

very unofficial survey -- are some 
things Boomers are thinking about 
in 2008: 
• The primaries -- Nearly 
everybody’s paying attention to 
the Presidential primaries of both 
parties. We’re all eager to find out 
who the major party candidates will 
be.
• Social Security -- Millions of it 

will qualify for this in the next five 
to ten years. Our questions: How 
will it be altered or changed to meet 
our growing needs, and should we 
collect it early, or later?
• Investments -- What should we 
do with our savings and investment 
funds? 
• Housing -- How will the current 
market affect us? 

• College and other advanced 
education -- How should we advise 
our children? What careers will be 
most in demand during the next two 
decades?

Rix – who wrote the book “Words 
That Stick” – welcomes your Baby 

Boomer questions at  
 rixquinn@charter.net.

http://avon.com
http://kiehls.com
http://Zirh.com
http://Sephora.com
http://www.hvhc.org
mailto:rixquinn@charter.net
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In Memoriam

In Memoriam Notice   
Westchester Times Tribune publishes paid obituaries (In Memoriam) of people who have lived, worked, or have family in Westchester County. All notices must be received by Friday, by 12:00 Noon, for inclusion in the next 

week’s edition. Place a paid notice by directing email to WTTeditor@gmail.com.

HALF OFF
(Presidential Paint Job & Value Prep, reg. $ 499.95)

Cannot be combined with other offers.

“ America’s BodyShop “ 

Guaranteed: Faster Turnaround, Cost Savings, Seamless Quality Repairs
1–5 years warranty

Hours; Mon- Fri. 8am – 6pm
Sat. 9am – 2pm

914-664-1444
801 SOUTH FULTON AVENUE,

MT, VERNON, NY
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***Free Hotel Rooms On Your Next Vacation***
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Two Fun Filled Nights“
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Destinations in North America
( $400.00 value)
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Westchester’s Only Maaco Auto Collision Specialist

We opened our center on July 15th, 1991. At this time we are
the only MAACO Center in Westchester County and Bronx.
We are certified ‘CTNR ‘. That means our ‘Quality of Work ‘
match or exceed requirements from all Insurance Companies,
as far as, seamless collision repairs, fastest turnaround time in
the business, at discounted rates, without jeopardizing
industry standards. We are the leaders in complete paint
service, our warranties goes from 1 to 5 years. We also paint
trucks and cube and step vans. Please, come and see us.
Commercial and trade accounts are welcome.
Call: 914-664-1444, For Additional Information and Free
Quotes ! See below, our ‘Holiday “Vacation Getaway” Offer ‘

The Capuchin Franciscan Friars 
of the Province of St. Mary mourn 
the death of their brother, who died 
on December 29, 2007 at Saint 
Lawrence Infirmary, Beacon, NY. 
Walter Francis Frey was born on 
March 9, 1915 in Yonkers to Otto 
and Julia Blaisewitz-Frey. He was 
baptized on March 25, 1915 in the 
Church of St. Joseph in Yonkers. 
Walter attended St. Casimir 
elementary school in Yonkers from 
1921-1929. For the next five years, 
he attended the Capuchin High 
School in Garrison, NY, graduating 
in 1934. Walter was invested as a 
brother novice in Huntington, IN 
and received the name “Bernard” 
where he professed vows on August 
28, 1939. He remained at St. Felix, 
serving as tailor and assistant cook 
until July 1942. Brother Bernard 
was then assigned to St. Anthony 
Friary in Marathon, WI as cook 
where he pronounced his solemn 
vows on August 27, 1942. For the 
next twenty-eight years, Brother 
Bernard faithfully served the friars 
as cook: St. Felix, Huntington, IN 

- 1943-1945; Our Lady Queen of 
Angels, NYC - 1945-1947; St. 
Anthony, Marathon, WI - 1947-
1948 where he also served as tailor 
and porter; St. Joseph, Appleton, 
WI - 1948-1949; Mary Immaculate 
Friary, Garrison, NY -1949-1952; 
Fidelis Friary, Interlaken, NY -
June 14, 1952 - July 14, 1952; St. 
Lawrence Friary, Milton, MA -
1952-1953; Our Lady of Sorrow, 
NYC - 1953-1965 where he also 
ministered as sacristan and porter; 
and St. Francis Friary, Springfield, 
MA, 1965-1970. In 1961, Br. 
Bernard began a correspondence 
course at the National Radio Institute 
in Washington, DC, receiving a 
diploma in 1963. He became a 
licensed Radio Operator with the 
call letters WA1-FKE. For many 
years, his faith dedication as a radio 
operator was our only immediate 
contact with our missionaries in 
the Central American regions. In 
1970, Brother Bernard became a 
promoter of vocations. His affable 
personality and attentiveness to 
youth proved to be an asset to our 

vocation office where he ministered 
for the next seven years. During this 
time, he resided at St. Lawrence 
Friary, Milton, MA -1970-1971, 
St. Francis Friary, Providence, RI 
-1971-1972; and Mary Immaculate 
Friary, Garrison, NY - 1972-1977. 
Even at the age of 60, our Brother 
Bernard ministered in the Marriage 
Encounter Movement; Engaged 
Encounter; Renew Programs; as 
well as a spiritual assistant to several 
Secular Franciscan Fraternities in 
the New York area, where he was 
blessed with hundreds of life-long 
friendships. From 1977-1989, 
Brother Bernard ministered in a 
variety of areas: St. John, NYC 
as sacristan (1977), Our Lady 
of Sorrow, NYC, parochial staff 
(1977); St. Fidelis, Interlaken, NY 
(1977-1978); Mary Immaculate, 
Garrison, NY, as cook (1978-
1981); Trinity Retreat, Larchmont, 
NY (1981-1987); and St. Francis, 
Garrison, NY (1987-1989). In 
1989, Brother Bernard joined our 
senior friar community in Yonkers, 
NY where he remained active until 

2002. Several health related issues 
forced him to full retirement to St. 
Lawrence Infirmary in Beacon, 
NY where he peacefully died on 
December 29, 2007. The wake will 
be held at Saint Claire Friary, 110 
Shonnard Place, Yonkers, NY from 
2-4 and 7-9 PM on Wednesday, 
January 2, 2008. The Funeral Mass 
will be held at the Church of the 
Sacred Heart, 110 Shonnard Place, 
Yonkers, NY on Thursday, January 
3, 2008 at 11 AM. Burial to follow at 
the Sacred Heart Cemetery. In lieu 
of flowers, kindly offer your prayers 
and donations to the continued 
support of our missionaries in 
Central America, Japan and the 
Marianas Islands to: Fr. Francis 
Gasparik - Capuchin Mission and 
Development Office, 210 W. 31st 
Street, New York, NY 10001-2876. 
Whalen & Ball Funeral Home168 
Park Avenue, Yonkers, (914) 965-
6588. www.whalenandballfh.com
 
Margaret M. Cahill (nee 
Connolly) a longtime Yonkers 
resident, died on Wednesday 

January 2, 2008 at her residence. 
She was 85 years old. She was born 
on August 10, 1922 to James and 
Rose Brady Connolly in County 
Cavan, Ireland where she was 
raised and educated. After arriving 
from Ireland, she lived in Queens. 
Mrs. Cahill was a parishioner of 
St. Anthony’s Church. On October 
29, 1955, she married James J. 
Cahill in St. Adalbert Church in 
Queens. They lived in the Bronx 
for several years until moving to 
Yonkers in 1961. Mr. Cahill died 
on June 8, 1976. Her family said, 
“Mom was a woman of quiet 
dignity and grace. Her unwavering 
faith in God’s infinite goodness and 
wisdom guided every aspect of her 
life. All who knew her will miss her 
warmth, kindness and wonderful 
sense of humor. She was and always 
will be deeply loved by her family.” 
She was the proud honoree of the 
Mulahorn Social Club Outstanding 
Citizen Award in 2001. Survivors 
include four sons, James J. Cahill 
of Wall, N.J., John F. Cahill and his 
wife, Kim of Yonkers, Kevin Cahill 

and his wife, Victoria of Yorktown 
Heights and Thomas Cahill and 
his wife, Ann of Katonah, two 
daughters Mary Cahill of Yonkers 
and Eileen Cahill and her husband, 
Bruce Hume of Wilton, Ct. and 
one sister, Bridie Lynch of County 
Cavan, Ireland. She is also survived 
by her thirteen grandchildren 
John, Megan, Erin, James, 
Kathleen, Kevin, Caroline, Mary 
Kate, Colleen, Claire, Christine, 
Christopher and Julianna. She was 
pre-deceased by seven brothers and 
sisters. Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated in Secret Heart 
Church.Interment followed at Gate 
of Heaven Cemetery in Hawthorne. 
Contributions in her memory 
may be made to Aisling Irish 
Community Center, 990 McLean 
Ave., Yonkers NY 10704. Whalen 
and Ball Funeral Home 168 Park 
Ave., Yonkers, (914)965-5488. 
www.whalenandballfh.com

the 2008 MLB season approaches, 
as to whether America’s Pastime has 
bitten off more than it can chew in 
entering the world of global politics. 
In order to remain a successful and 
positive example worldwide, it 
must not alienate certain countries 
while at the same time disguise its 
craving for riches garnered off the 
backs of the impoverished.
   For MLB was not originally set 
up to necessarily grow the sport 
globally. It was always assumed, 
perhaps naively so, that the best 
baseball players in the world would 
end up in the U.S. And to its credit, 
MLB has thought outside the box 
in the past couple of decades. But 
now it does so with the risk of 
discriminating against some groups 
or cultures while rewarding others 
at the behest of the almighty dollar.
   To wit, there has been a growing 
hostility between Venezuelan 
President Hugo Chavez and the 
U.S. government, most notably 
when Chavez gave a speech at 
the United Nations in November 
2006 and referred to U.S. President 
George Bush as “el diablo” or “the 
devil.” Since that time, Chavez 
was reelected for another 6 year 
term as President of Venezuela in 
December 2006 and most recently 
in December 2007, the Venezuelan 
people, by a slim margin, defeated 
Chavez’ constitutional referendum 
to amend the constitution in 
order for him to remain President 
indefinitely.
   Chavez has already made plans 
to nationalize certain industries 
in Venezuela, since he took office 
in 1999. He is a socialist and self-
admitted revolutionary. Namely, 
electricity and oil and the telecom 
industries would be state controlled. 
And the vast oil reserves Venezuela 
enjoys has but enhanced Chavez’ 
control and position amongst world 
leaders. 
   But since the 1980’s the 
people of Venezuela, who once 
lived in a thriving country due 
to its oil resources, have also 
been its victims and now face 
rampant unemployment closing 
in on 20%, with little savings for 
secondary education. After oil 
prices plummeted in the ‘80’s, the 
government devalued the country’s 
currency. Since that time, the people 
of Venezuela have had to deal with 
civil unrest. And the Venezuelan 
capitol, Caracas, has presently 
earned the unpleasant distinction 
of having the highest per capita 

Lord of Its Manors, Baseball Cherry Picks from its Plantations

murder rate in the entire world.
   Ironically, subsequent to the 
‘80’s, the age of the multi-million 
dollar major leaguer greeted many 
Venezuelan players, and some 
speculate as the direct result of the 
country’s poverty. At one time a 
family hoped their children would 
end up become professionals, not 
professional baseball players, which 
was never seriously looked upon as 
a credible way to make a living. 
   In 1989, however, that all 
changed. The Houston Astros 
took the risk of becoming the first 
MLB club to build an academy 
in Venezuela, through the efforts 
of then scouting director, Andres 
Reiner, in hopes of developing 
baseball players on a regular basis. 
The thinking was that it was an 
untapped goldmine of a country 
of 25 million. Soon, other teams 
followed and there were as many 
as 19 team-sponsored academies. 
The likes of Luis Aparicio, Tony 
Armas and Andres Galarraga were 
among its first superstars. Their 
successors included shortstops, 
Omar Vizquel and Ozzie Guillen. 
More recently, its superstars 
include pitchers, Johan Santana, 
Carlos Zambrano, Kelvin Escobar 
and Francisco Rodriguez; outfielder 
Magglio Ordonez; shortstop Carlos 
Guillen; 3rd basemen Melvin Mora 
and Miguel Cabrera; catcher Victor 
Martinez; among other high quality 
players.
   There were between 45 and 50 
Venezuelan players on major league 
rosters at any one time during the 
2007 season, which has remained 
stagnant for the past few years. 
However, Venezuelan players still 
represent the third largest group 
of major league players from any 
one country, after the U.S. and 
the Dominican Republic, which 
numbered 105 players in 2007.  
   But in the past 5 years, due to 
the country’s heightened violence, 
crime and kidnappings of high 
profile athletes, there are but 9 
teams which still have academies 
that remain in Venezuela. And in 
addition to the concerns that MLB 
has about the security and safety 
of its players and representatives, 
there is also equal concern about the 
future intentions of Hugo Chavez 
and his possibly nationalizing the 
sport of baseball. 
   Current Orioles 3rd baseman, 
Melvin Mora, in 2006 contacted Jim 
Duquette, the Orioles former Vice 
President of Baseball Operations, 

about wanting to build his own 
academy in Venezuela. Duquette 
advised Mora to speak to MLB’s 
Vice President for International 
Operations, Lou Melendez. 
Melendez’ response to Mora’s 
interest was, “I’m just telling you 
that there are movements afoot there 
that may impact what you want to 
do. When you see certain industries 
that are being nationalized, you 
begin to wonder if they are going to 
nationalize the baseball industry in 
Venezuela.” 

   Mora then took it upon himself 
to meet with the Venezuelan Sports 
Minister, Eduardo Alvarez. With 
the help of Mora, Melendez set up a 
meeting with Alvarez in early 2007. 
At that time, Melendez was assured 
that nationalization of baseball was 
not on the agenda. 
   But two proposals were received 
by Melendez thereafter from 
Venezuelan officials as to how 
Venezuela would like MLB to 
do business there. They included 
mandates such as certain employee 
and player protections with MLB, 
that MLB clubs pay 10% of player’s 
signing bonuses to the Venezuelan 
government, and to require players 
to apply for a license to participate 
as professional athletes. There also 
was a proposal for the Venezuelan 
Baseball Federation to have a 
hands-on role over the operations 
of the MLB academies.
   On its face, the proposals do 
not look egregious. In fact, the 
players recruited and signed in 
the Dominican Republic are often 
victims of aggressive “buscones” 
or unauthorized agents who take 
advantage of them and their 
parents, leaving them with little of 
the agreed upon advances by MLB 
teams. 
   After all, since players in both 
Venezuela and the Dominican 
Republic are not subject to the First 
Year Draft Rule, they can be signed 
as young as the age of 16, as long 
as they turn 17 by the following 
July. While many of these players 
are drop outs from school, much 
more so than in Venezuela, many 
never make it to the big leagues, 
and are left with broken promises 
and sometimes penniless after they 
put all of their time and effort into 
training. This unfortunately makes 
it far easier for MLB to have its 
way, so to speak, with prospects 
from the Dominican Republic.
   But Melendez interpreted these 

mandates from Venezuela by stating, 
“I made it clear to Minister Alvarez 
that we don’t pay federations for 
signing players anywhere in the 
world, and we don’t expect to do so. 
It’s certainly not a way to conduct 
business.” In fact, MLB has no 
intentions of complying with any of 
Venezuela’s requests, as it cut off its 
communications with any parties of 
either sport or government bodies 
there in March 2007. MLB fears 
that it would prove more costly to 
sign Venezuelan players under such 
mandates.
   However, Mr. Melendez either 
needs to be informed or needs to 
refresh his memory that earlier in 
2007, the NY Yankees, sanctioned 
by MLB, signed a working 
agreement with the Peoples’ 
Republic of China, (PRC) in the 
first ever contract between MLB and 
the Chinese Baseball Association, 
which is under the auspices of the 
Communist government of China. 
MLB is also providing the Peoples’ 
Republic of China’s National 
Olympic Team with former U.S. 
MLB manager, Jim Lefebvre, who 
is the manager of the Peoples’ 
Republic of China’s baseball team 
that will compete in the 2008 
Beijing Summer Olympics. 
   The NY Yankees and MLB will 
also be lending additional coaches 
and equipment to the PRC National 
team prior to the 2008 Olympics. 
The Yankees additionally have an 
agreement to start development 
of Chinese players in Communist 
China with eventual plans to build 
academies there. 
   MLB is also in preliminary talks 
about the aftermath of the Fidel 
Castro regime of Cuba, upon his 
death. MLB is drooling at the 
thought of building academies 
there as well and formal discussions 
have taken place within MLB 
according to MLB Senior Vice 
President of Baseball Operations, 
Joe Garagiola, Jr. “There may not 
be any significant changes with our 
relationship with Cuba in the near 
term, but that doesn’t mean we 
shouldn’t be thinking about these 
things”, he said at the start of the 
2007 MLB season. 
   Meanwhile, Puerto Rico, after 69 
years went without its winter league 
operating this 2007-2008 off-
season, due to budget shortfalls of 
its league development. MLB has 
yet to take a stance on the state of 
baseball in Puerto Rico which must 
adhere to the same rules of U.S. 

born players, having to finish high 
school and be 18 years of age to 
sign a minor league contract, attend 
a junior college or complete at least 
3 years of a 4-year college and/or 
be 21 years of age if the 3rd year 
is not completed. It hardly seems 
fair for a small Caribbean island, 
although a territory of the U.S, to 
not be able to compete on an even 
playing field with either Venezuela 
or the Dominican Republic. But 
without the funding to develop its 
young prospects, it appears Puerto 
Rico has become too costly an 
investment for MLB.
   And Panama, literally a banana 
republic, once the home for 
Chiquita Bananas International, 
until it moved to Costa Rica where 
labor was cheaper, also has largely 
been ignored by MLB. Only 5 
major leaguers from Panama 
remained on MLB rosters in 2007, 
most notably NY Yankees pitcher, 
Mariano Rivera, and Houston 
Astros outfielder, Carlos Lee. 
Hall of Famer, Rod Carew also 
hailed from Panama. But Panama 
development would require a long-
term investment. And there too the 
national baseball federation is at 
odds with MLB.
   Korea and Japan have players 
which are developed in their own 
countries, with which MLB clubs 
can then negotiate for hefty sums. 
The individual pro teams in Japan 
require a complex posting process 
and upwards of $50 million per 
player in addition to multi-year deals 
for the player. Such an example was 
the signing of Daisuke Matsuzaka 
by the Boston Red Sox at the start 
of the 2007, for his services for 
3 years. The total posting fee as 
well as his contract was well over 
$100 million. But after all, the Red 
Sox got a ready-made big leaguer 
without having to invest in his 
development. So the thinking is that 
it is worth such cost.
   What this all comes down to is 
not some noble attempt for MLB 
to spread baseball throughout the 
world, such as the U.S. government 
would like us to believe that 
globalization is about democratizing 
the rest of world. It is all about the 
dollar, no matter if young boys and 
men of the Dominican Republic are 
exploited, or whether Venezuelan’s 
are threatened with the possibility of 
losing their now national pastime. 
And why MLB can negotiate with 
Communist China but does not see 
fit to redevelop baseball again in its 

own territory of Puerto Rico, also 
deserves questioning.
But if MLB does not proceed with 
caution and realize it has not merely 
entered the domain of industrial 
globalization but the world of 
global politics and diplomacy, it 
could prove damaging. After all, 
the good of the game and human 
decency should still be a priority 
for MLB. And when it comes time 
for MLB to count its $6 billion 
revenue dollars it realized from 
the 2007 MLB season, it perhaps 
should take heed, in order to remain 
accountable for its actions, before 
it becomes political fodder with 
unrealized repercussions on the 
world’s stage. 
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Yonkers, New York

7$
Right Here  Right Now

Billion
in Development

Come Grow With Us
Did you know that $7 billion in development proj-

ects are happening right here, right now in Yonkers? 

The City of Yonkers features some of the broadest 

urban redevelopment plans in the New York Metro 

Area and is on the cutting edge of commercial, em-

ployment and investment opportunities for busi-

nesses just like yours. These exciting opportunities 

have been made possible by the Yonkers IDA.

We’re Here To Help
We offer qualified projects financial incentives in the 

form of sales and mortgage tax exemptions, real 

property tax abatments and tax exempt bonds.

Make Yonkers Your Next Stop
Call Ellen Lynch today!

470 Nepperhan Avenue, Suite 200
Yonkers, NY 10701

Phone (914) 509-8651
Fax (914) 509-8650

info@YonkersIDA.com

Mayor Phil Amicone, Chairman
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