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    The campaign tenet of now 
Governor Eliot Spitzer promised 
change prior to being elected into 
office “from day one.” The call for 
change captivated 
voter sentiment as 
assuredly as media 
had been smitten by 
its being espoused. 
At issue with the 
promise for change 
is its amorphous, ill-
defined qualities.
   In order to judge 
the credibility 
of prospective 
candidates, the 
voter must define 
the term among 
disparate groups that coalesce 
around their definition of how our 
elected officials must express the 
mandate they will have earned at 
the ballot box in all its diversity and 
complexity. Too often in the past, 
the call for change was sufficient to 
cull votes from throughout the voter 
bloc. When the votes were tabulated, 
the winner would too often abandon 
the concepts expressed on the 
campaign trail for a hushed agenda 
relegated to be only vocalized 
behind closed doors. 
   Loudly projecting agenda kept 
from the public eye has been 

Status Quo vs. Change
\By Hezi Aris

exposed by new media; the acid-
tongued bloggers who have raised 
the quality of reportage beyond the 
mundane and ho-hum investigative 

reporting accepted 
for too long on the 
local, state, and 
national platforms.  
Corporate media 
has lost its luster 
by relegating their 
reporters to adopt 
a “good enough” 
basis. The public 
is demanding more 
with the hope of 
getting more. 
   On the local level, 
Joan Gronowski, 

newly-elected Yonkers City 
Councilmember representing 
District 3, won against all 
challengers by defining herself 
imperviousness to being controlled 
by interest groups of any demeanor 
were they to supplant the public 
good. Her approach to governance 
promises to be a home run, in fact, 
likely the first, despite past attempts 
for change. New York State Senator 
Andrea Stewart-Cousins won over 
then incumbent Nick Spano last 
year on the promise for change. 
The November 2008 challenge 

MOUNT VERNON, NY -- On 
Thursday, January 10, 2008, Mayor 
Clinton I. Young, Jr. hosted a 
reception for Mayor Vito Frank 
Barbagallo of Mongrassano, 
Italy, at Mount Vernon City Hall. 
Mayor Barbagallo was born in 
Mount Vernon, but moved back 

Mayor Young Welcomes 
Mount Vernon-Born 

Mayor of Mongrassano, 
Italy at City Hall

to Italy with his parents when he 
was 9-years old. During his nine-
day trip in New York, organized 
by the Calabrian-Heritage Italian 
American Organization (CIAO), 
he has been touring the area with a 
folk group from his town.  

SLEEPY HOLLOW, NY -
- Congresswoman Nita Lowey 
(D-Westchester/Rockland) joined 
Sleepy Hollow Fire Chief John 
Korzelius and other firefighters 
to demonstrate the importance 
of a $79,325 federal grant that 
will enable the Fire Department 
to protect the health and safety of 
firefighters by purchasing a vehicle 
exhaust system and implementing a 

Congresswoman Nita Lowey is shaking hands with  
Fire Chief John Korzelius

Lowey and Sleepy Hollow 
Firefighters Demonstrate 

Importance of Federal 
Grant for  

Firefighter Wellness

comprehensive wellness program.
   “Every day, firefighters are risking 
their safety and well-being to protect 
that of their neighbors,” said Lowey.  
“We have an obligation to repay 
their service by providing them 
with the resources and equipment 
they need to keep themselves safe 
and healthy.”

MOUNT VERNON, NY -- One 
of the first official acts as Mount 
Vernon City Mayor had the 
Honorable Mayor Clinton I. Young 
Jr. will swear in new hires to 
compliment and replace vacancies 
due to retirement and attrition.
   In addition to hiring both 
uniformed and civilian employees, 
Mayor Clinton I. Young\ designated 
outstanding Police Officers 
currently assigned to the Detective 
Division as investigators to the 
prestigious title of Detective.
   Police Commissioner David E. 
Chong said, “The ability to provide 
the best policing resources to our 

Mayor Young Presides 
over Mount Vernon Police 
Department Promotions 

and Inductees

community, that is actual police 
officers, speaks to the Mayor’s 
commitment to abating crime and 
ensuring public safety.  The civilian 
dispatchers are the daily voice of 
the Department, by filling these 
necessary vacancies the Department 
will be able to free up uniformed 
resources for patrol.”
   Mayor Young stated, “The Public 
Safety and quality of life for all 
residents and visitors to this City 
will always be a top priority of 
this administration. In order for the 
Police Department to be effective, 

   “I received the following letter 
from the A & P concerning a 
complaint that 433 outdated items 
were found at the A & P’s Tarrytown 
Road store. Many cheese, yogurt, 
and vacuum packed meats were 
sold after the expiration date.
   I am asking residents to help 
make sure that this does not happen 
again. 
   Please advise me if you see 

Response to 
Complaint 

of Outdated 
Food Found 
at A&P in 

Greenburgh
By Paul Feiner

Supervisor of the Town of 
Greenburgh

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- No 
one spoke in favor of moving 
the New Rochelle City Yard to 
Beechwood Avenue at the January 
8th environmental hearing.  Jeffrey 
Coleman, Commissioner of Public 
Works, explained that the relocation 
of the City Yard from Main Street 
and Pelham Road to this site 
would consolidate all operations 
of the department to one site at 
85 Beechwood which contains 

New Rochelle 
Residents 
Critical of 
Proposed 
City Yard 

Site 

By Peggy Godfrey

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- Wounded 
veterans in Westchester County now 
have a new resource to turn to when 
it comes to finding the assistance 
they need and preparing 
to move forward with 
their lives.
   The Veterans Service 
Agency is helping get 
the new “Handbook 
for Injured Service 
Members and Their 
Families” into the 
hands of those who 
need it. The 126-
page book provides 
information about what 
lies ahead, gives an overview of 
available resources, and addresses 
certain issues veterans are likely to 
confront. 
   The book was prepared by Davis 
Polk & Wardwell, a New York-
based law firm, as a pro bono 
project on behalf of Wounded 
Warrior Project and the Intrepid 
Fallen Heroes Fund. Copies have 
been made available to the Veterans 
Service Agency.
   Chapters address everything 
from disability evaluation and 
disability rating systems, disability 

Handbook Available to 
Injured Vets and Families

County’s Veterans Office will Begin 
Distribution to the Community

compensation, heath care and 
education benefits, tax issues, legal 
rights and assistance, and available 
state resources. The handbook also 

gives information on 
resources provided 
by the military 
service branches, the 
Department of Veterans 
Affairs, federal and 
state governments 
and non-profit 
organizations. Much 
of the information 
can be helpful for all 
veterans.
   The county started 

distributing the booklet to recently 
returned veterans gathered for the 
National Guard’s “Reintegration 
Day” at the Renaissance Hotel in 
Harrison, NY. The booklet will 
now be distributed to members of 
the Westchester County Veterans 
Advisory Board to be handed out 
at veteran’s posts throughout the 
county. 

To receive a copy, contact the 
Veterans Service Agency at (914)  
995-2145. The handbook is also 

available online at 
www.fallenheroesfund.org.

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- At the 
organizational meeting starting 
the 2008-2009 legislative term, 
the County Board of Legislators 
elected Bill Ryan (D, I, WF-White 
Plains) to a third term as Board 
Chairman.  Ryan, first elected to 
the County Board’s 5th District’s 
legislative seat in 1998, was first 
elected to the position of Chair 
in 2004, a leadership position he 

Entire 2008 Westchester County Board of Legislators

Board of Legislators Elect 
Ryan to Third Term as 

Chair
Kaplowitz Elected Vice Chair

held for four years. Prior to that, 
he served as Vice Chair of the 
County Board and as Chair of the 
Committee on Public Safety. Ryan 
is the first legislator to be elected to 
a third term as Chair since the 1988 
election of Ed Brady. Prior to that, 
Andy O’Rourke was elected to a 
third term as Chair in 1982.  
   The legislators also elected 

THE BRONX, NY --  State Senator 
Jeff Klein (D-Bronx/Westchester) 
encouraged all adult women to speak 
with their healthcare providers about 
the most advanced and appropriate 
technologies available for cervical 
cancer screening. January is 
Cervical Cancer Screening Month.  

Klein Champions Efforts 
to Protect Women Against 

Cervical Cancer

(L to R) Adrienne Kapel, Senior Administrator;   Mark Einstein, MD, 
Director, Clinical Research, of Montefiore’s Division of Gynecologic 

Oncology, Department of Obstetrics & Gynecology and Women’s Health; 
Gary L. Goldberg MD, Professor and Vice Chairman of the Department 

of Obstetrics & Gynecology and Women’s Health, Senator Jeff Klein, and 
Maura Correro a patient at the clinic.

   “With a new vaccine and regular 
Pap and HPV tests available, 
cervical cancer is one of the most 
preventable cancers,” Senator Klein 
said. “Although cervical cancer is 
highly treatable, early detection 
remains absolutely critical.”  

see Complaint Pg. 7

http://www.fallenheroesfund.org
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New York Civic

between them will put to rest how 
the public will have judged the 
outcome of the last vote. Similarly, 
the political abdication by then 
Yonkers City Council President 
Richard Martinelli permitted Chuck 
Lesnick to accede to that office with 
an inference for change. Lesnick has 
yet to prove his mettle for change in 
deference to the public good over 
what is seemingly his personal 
political gain. Re-elected Yonkers 
Mayor Phil Amicone resoundingly 
won on a cushion of corporate 
funding. His final term affords 
him the opportunity to bring about 

Status Quo vs. Change

his development plans to fruition. 
Will development be responsive to 
the needs of the public good? Four 
years out, the pages of history will 
tell.
   The political jury is presently 
deadlocked; they are still 
deliberating over whether change 
is warranted or if the rhetoric 
of contention heard throughout 
Yonkers is yet to be satisfied. 
   From Yonkers City 
Councilmember to New York State 
Senator to President of the United 
States, the promise for change can 
satiate those who hunger for their 

elected representative to recognize 
and appreciate their personal needs 
and desires. Does the voter expect 
too much, or does the voter expect 
too little?  Should the promise for 
change, as exemplified by those 
voted into office, pale before 
the voters’ personal definition of 
change, the momentum for change 
may dissipate into yesteryear. Were 
those promises to come to be, hope 
will have been crushed.
   Will the promise of Senator 
Barack Obama for president trump 
Senator Hillary Clinton’s approach 
to governance? Will Governor 

Mike Huckabee eclipse the 
Republican roster, or will Senator 
John  McCain garner support for 
his parties standard bearer?
   If local circumstances are indicative 
of the political process, the promise 
of Obama may disintegrate behind 
the scenes in the same manner as 
Mayor Rudy Giuliani is to face a 
major political assault in the next 
weeks to question his credibility 
for office. This is the big league. Is 
change on their agenda or only on 
ours?

NEW ROCHELLE, NY – Ellen 
Lynvh, president and CEO of the 
Yonkers Industrial Development 
Agency, and Pete Kischak, president 
of the Service Station Dealers of 
Greater New York, and member of 
the Yonkers Industrial Development 
Agency Board of Directors are 
our guests this Tuesday morning, 
January 22, 2008, on the On the 
Level with Hezi Aris radio program 
heard on your radio dial from 10 
AM through 11 AM show, on 
WVOX-1460 AM radio, or by way 
of live, streaming audio technology 
on your computer.
   For those who can’t get enough 
radio, consider listening to Hezi 
Aris this Thursday, January 24, 
2008, at 8:30 am, when he weighs 
in on events impacting Westchester 
politics with Bob Marrone, host of 
Good Morning, Westchester. Join 
Bob Marrone every day from 6:00 
am through 9:00 am during your 
daily commute, Monday through 
Friday.
   The call-in talk show format 
invites your perspective; share your 
thoughts. Call us at 914-636-0110. 
Those who call are asked to please 
stay on topic.

   This morning State Comptroller 
Thomas P. DiNapoli spoke to the 
Citizens Budget Commission. He 
reported on his first eleven months 
on the job, and spoke frankly about 
the impending state budget deficit, 
which he estimated at $4.3 billion.
   Among DiNapoli’s first acts 
after the legislature selected him 
on February 7 to fill the vacancy 
caused by Alan Hevesi’s forced 
resignation on December 22 was 
the appointment a 12-member task 
force to make recommendations on 
management changes in the office, 
ethical standards and conflicts 
of interests, appointment of an 
inspector general and restructuring.   
The pro bono group was chaired by 
Mayor Koch and Frank Zarb. Koch 
was present at today’s breakfast 
meeting, at which DiNapoli thanked 
the panel for its suggestions, which 
he said he had adopted.
   There is no longer any question 
that the Comptroller’s Office 
under Alan G. Hevesi was not 
optimally managed as far as ethics 
are concerned.  How is that for 
understatement? The fact that 
Hevesi’s campaign manager, 
Hank Morris, received millions of 
dollars in fees and commissions, 
representing businesses who sought 
funding from the Comptroller, 
who unilaterally controlled the 
state pension funds. This was an 
enormous disappointment to those 
of us who thought we knew Hevesi 
well, admired his high intelligence 
and verbal skills, and excused him 
from his indiscretions regarding his 
use of a state employee to drive and 
assist his invalid wife.
   DiNapoli should let the public 
know what he told us: exactly 
what he has changed to prevent 
such misuse of the Comptroller’s 
office in the future.  It is tempting 
for anyone to be the sole trustee 
of a fund that now far exceeds one 
hundred fifty billion dollars, but I 
am not certain that more trustees 

$4,300,000,000 State Deficit
DiNapoli Asserts He Has Reformed Comptroller’s Office; 

Seeks Cap on Borrowing by Authorities
  

By Henry J. Stern

would be helpful.  It could simply 
mean additional people, who could 
have interests and friends of their 
own who were eager to dip, or to 
facilitate dipping by others.
   At the meeting, the Comptroller 
presented his program to put a 
cap on the state 
debt.  Legislation 
purporting to do that 
was adopted in 2000 
by the Senate and 
the Assembly. The 
law, however, turned 
out to be useless 
since it exempted 
state authorities 
(e.g., the MTA, the 
Thruway Authority 
and Dormitory 
Authority), which 
are major borrowers.  
In the seven years 
since that law was 
adopted, the state borrowed 17.8 
billion dollars under the cap, but 
authorities borrowed 34 billion 
dollars which were exempt from 
the cap. The state is ultimately 
responsible for debts incurred by 
the authorities. 
   DiNapoli now suggests a higher 
cap (5% of personal incomes in the 
State), to be phased in over nine 
years (until 2017) with authority 
debt included within the cap. Even 
if this law passes, which is not 
likely at this point because it would 
limit the legislature’s power to 
appropriate anything they like and 
borrow without limit, it is likely 
the canny lawyers who rule Albany 
will find a way around it, as they 
did in 2000. Are we skeptical?  Of 
course we are. Is there any reason 
not to be in view of past history on 
this issue?
   The Comptroller’s grasp of the 
state’s financial situation impressed 
his audience. He appeared to be 
aware of financial realities. The 
CBC members present seemed to 
share his views.

   What he can do about excess 
spending is another matter. He 
was elected by the Legislature, 
with a combination of Assembly 
Democrats and Senate Republicans 
providing the votes. DiNapoli had 
served a relatively placid twenty 

years (ten terms) 
in the Assembly, 
r e p r e s e n t i n g 
the Great Neck 
area in Nassau 
County.
   When the 
A s s e m b l y m a n 
was selected by his 
peers, Governor 
Spitzer called 
him “thoroughly 
and totally 
unqualified” to be 
State Comptroller. 
But that was 
last February, 

early in the Year of Rage, and 
2008 is intended to be the Year of 
Conciliation. 
Several months ago, we asked the 
Comptroller whether the Governor 
had ever apologized to him, or 
retracted his harsh evaluation.  He 
said that although the Governor had 
not done that in so many words, 
they were working together on 
various issues, and he thought the 
Governor was satisfied with his 
performance.  We did not ask the 
Comptroller how he thought the 
Governor was doing.
   The 800-pound gorilla in state 
finance is that, in almost every 
year, the state spends more than it 
receives. The real-estate and stock 
market boom of the last few years 
has helped the state and city fisc 
enormously, but the “Days of Wine 
and Roses,” as Governor Carey 
described them in 1975, appear 
to be over, at least for a while. 
DiNapoli said today that current 
state borrowing was akin to “taking 
out a mortgage to pay for groceries,” 
in other words incurring long term 

debt, on which billions of dollars 
of interest must be paid, in order to 
pay operating expenses. You don’t 
have to be a Felix Rohatyn to know 
that you can’t keep spending more 
than you take in.
   Charles Dickens put it very well 
in Chapter 12 of David Copperfield, 
where he quoted Mr. Micawber’s 
advice to young David.  Micawber 
had recently been imprisoned for 
debt. He tells David the rule of 
happiness in life, a rule he himself 
has failed to follow.
    “Annual income twenty pounds, 
annual expenditure nineteen 
nineteen and six, result happiness.
“Annual income twenty pounds, 
annual expenditure twenty pounds 
ought and six, result misery.” 
   For the State of New York in 
2008, if we extrapolate, annual 
expenditure is projected to be closer 
to twenty-one pounds than twenty 
pounds, ought (shillings) and six 
(pence). New Yorkers are no longer 
imprisoned for debt (except for 
deadbeat dads), but that law is highly 
unlikely to be broadened, since the 
Legislature would have to do it, and 
they are addicted to borrowing, in 
part because they cannot say no to 
interest groups.
The stage is set for a confrontation 
between a relatively balanced 
budget and an increase in debt 
involving the sale of future lottery 
revenues. We will learn what role 
the new Comptroller will play in 
sounding the alarm and awakening 
the public and the editorial boards 
to the crisis. We will learn (but 
probably not be surprised) at what 
the three men in a room (who are 
not the best of buds) are going to 
do about it.
   At some point Comptroller 
DiNapoli will either stand up to the 
man who made him Comptroller, 
or settle back and become part of 
the problem. There is a difference 
between expressing personal 
gratitude, and spending billions of 

dollars of the taxpayer’s money 
in order to demonstrate political 
loyalty.
   On the other hand, we know 
that cutting the budget means 
laying off people and closing 
facilities. There are bound to be 
some service reductions, although 
good management could minimize 
public distress. There is also waste, 
duplication and Medicaid fraud 
in the budget. It is the task of 
intelligent, non-political managers 
to sort out state priorities, and do 
the most effective job in providing 
services and reducing costs. 
   The budget for fiscal 2008-09 will 
be presented by Governor Spitzer 
on or shortly after January 22. State 
law requires it to be adopted by the 
legislature by March 31. In the last 
twenty-three years, that deadline 
has not been met twenty times. Last 
year, the budget was on time (only 
a day late).
   2008 is intended to be the Year 
of Reconciliation. We will watch to 
see how the Governor, Comptroller, 
Senate and Assembly reconcile the 
budget. 

Henry Stern is president of New 
York Civic (www.NYCivic.org) and 

a blogger on public issues. 
He was New York City’s Parks 
Commissioner for fifteen years 

under Mayors Koch and Giuliani.

http://www.ssdgny.org
http://www.ssdgny.org
http://WVOX.com
http://WVOX.com
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/z/frank_g_zarb/index.html


WTTads@gmail.com

JANUARY 17, 2008 PAGE 3WESTCHESTER TIMES TRIBUNE

Letters • Op-Ed

Like Klockwork

Weir Only Human
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   Rob and Laura Petrie walked 
into the bedroom, doffed their 
robes, revealing full-length cotton 
pajamas, gave each other a peck on 
the lips and retired for the night, in 
separate beds. That was the public 
state of our morals in the fifties and 
early sixties. The Dick Van Dyke 
Show was one of the top shows 
in the Nielson ratings during a 
time when America’s standards of 
decency were suitable entertainment 
for every age group. 
   Lucille Ball and Desi Arnaz had a 
zany but loving relationship which 
was always humorous without 
ever being licentious. Parents 
could watch television with their 
children and have no fear that their 
innocence would be stolen with the 
turn of a knob. Forty years later, we 
have “advanced” to scantily clad 
women and men jumping into bed 
with (and on) each other and leaving 
little to the imagination about their 
lustful purposes.  
Those with the least amount of talent 

Weir Only Human
Britney, Anna Nicole and the Future of America

By Bob Weir

use vulgarity to shock their way to 
fame and fortune. Partially nude 
bodies, undulating in paroxysms of 
feigned passion was once restricted 
to X-rated movies on the side streets 
of the big cities. Now, it’s available 
with a stroke of the remote or thrust 
into plain view with a click of the 
mouse.  
   Sadly, some of our children 
look up to the likes of pop star 
Britney Spears, who, in her late 
twenties, already has a tragically 
sordid career that overshadows her 
musical fame. A few months ago, 
she was ordered to undergo random 
drug and alcohol testing and to 
attend parenting counseling as a 
result of some chaotic behavior that 
tended to endanger the two children 
with which she shares custody with 
hubby, Kevin Federline. A few days 
later, she was officially charged with 
misdemeanor hit and run driving 
without a license. If convicted, she 
could face a year in jail.  
   Soon afterward, because of more 

erratic behavior, 
she lost custody 
to Federline. 
As recently 
as last week, 
she was taken 
from her home 
on a stretcher, 
hospitalized for 
appearing to be 
under the influence of an unknown 
substance and held for psychiatric 
evaluation. This severely troubled 
young woman seems to be going 
the way of Anna Nicole Smith and 
the media follows the story as if it 
was hot on the trail of Osama bin 
laden.  
   If Mary Tyler Moore or Lucille 
Ball had been involved in just one of 
the aforementioned incidents, their 
careers would have been over. It has 
only taken a generation to rip away 
the moral underpinnings of a nation 
and put its culture in a state of total 
collapse. Such destruction doesn’t 
occur overnight; it is a cumulative 

process that 
depends upon 
i n c r e a s i n g 
amounts of 
toleration by 
those who strike 
a conciliatory 
pose in their 
attempt to be 
“open-minded.”  

   Yet appeasement has never worked, 
because the appetite for ever-
increasing amounts of degeneracy 
is drug-like in its compulsion. 
Those who live in the narcotic-
induced world of Hollywood-
style eroticism have altered their 
minds and desecrated their bodies 
in ways that are unimaginable to 
the traditional American. Because 
of our strongly held standards of 
propriety, we have become the 
prime targets for this twisted coterie 
of proselytizing prostitutes. The 
only thing that stands between them 
and the complete disintegration of 
the value system that made us the 

greatest country on earth is you and 
me.  
   Obviously, Ms. Spears is merely 
one small example of the moral 
decline, but her popularity among 
the younger generation has the 
potential to attract mass emulation. 
And each time we encounter the 
gradual chipping away at our 
foundation, we are witnessing the 
inexorable decomposition of our 
way of life. No one person is going 
to precipitate the end of an empire. 
   However, take heed, because the 
barbarians are at the gates. They’re 
shaking their fists, spewing their 
epithets, and displaying their naked 
wares in bold defiance of those 
who seek to embrace the eternal 
verities of love, honor, and divine 
guidance. 
   We are face to face with the oldest 
war in the history of the human 
race: the struggle between good 
and evil. Meanwhile, our enemies 
are salivating, for they, more than 
anyone, know that America is 

mighty enough to withstand attack 
from without; our vulnerability can 
only be exploited from within. With 
that in mind, we are indeed fortunate 
to have so many dedicated religious 
practitioners from coast to coast, 
providing moral guidance to those 
who have been slouching toward 
Gomorrah. We may never get Rob 
and Laura back into separate beds, 
but perhaps the media, who so richly 
share in the bounty of America, 
could begin to think seriously about 
the direction in which they are 
impelling our culture. 

 Bob Weir is an accomplished 
writer having penned seven novels: 

“Murder in Black and White,” 
“City To Die For,” “Powers That 
Be,” “Ruthie’s Kids,” “Deadly To 
Love,” “Short Stories of Life and 
Death” and “Out of Sight.” Bob 

Weir is a contributing columnist to 
Yonkers Tribune and Westchester 

Times Tribune.  
BobWeir777@aol.com.

   In the first act of “My Fair 
Lady,” one of the Soho Square 
vagrants indignantly asks 
Professor Henry Higgins, “What 
d’ya tike me faw, a fool?” 
   One might be tempted to pose 
a similar question to the authors 
of cautionary words displayed 
on various products in these 
days of predatory litigation. 
   The answer is that folly can be 
quite remunerative when taken to an 
American court and spendthrift jury. 
   I was raised (in the olden days) 
with an understanding that if I 
did dumb things - i.e., things 
reasonably intelligent people 
wouldn’t do - I was totally 
responsible for the consequences. 
   Therefore, I maintained awareness 
that sleeping pills might made me 
drowsy, matches caught fire, hair 
dryers should not be used while 
showering, recycled flush water 
was unsuitable for drinking, misuse 
of rifles could cause injury or 
death, and salt is high in sodium. 

Stupidity: A Potentially Profitable Pastime
 

By Joe Klock, Sr.
   Also, children should be removed 
before strollers are folded, curling 
irons are for external use only, 
dice are not intended for human 
consumption, TV remotes are not 
dishwasher safe, hair coloring 
ought not be used as an ice cream 
topping and pepper spray should 
never be aimed at one’s own eyes. 
   Remarkably, though, such stern 
caveats have actually appeared on 
labels and/or in instruction manuals. 
   Obviously, and regrettably, they 
were made necessary by the threat - 
or reality - of lawsuits successfully 
brought by consumers unlikely 
to be versatile enough to walk 
and chew gum simultaneously. 
  Such dumbasses, of course, 
were almost always represented 
by lawyers whose theme song 
- an irreverent  parody of a 
golden oldie - might have been, 
“Who Can We Sue, Dear, After 
They Say They’re Sorry?” 
   Liability policies being a 
basic business necessity and 

juries being an 
institutionalized 
variation of 
Daddy Warbucks, 
merchants and 
service providers 
must resort to such 
insults to average 
intelligence for 
approximately the 
same reason as 
male athletes wear 
protective cups 
and female joggers pack Mace. 
   One of the better-known 
examples is a $1.75 million award 
reportedly enjoyed by a lady 
who hadn’t been warned by the 
manufacturer of her RV that it was 
hazardous to leave the driver’s seat 
after setting the cruise control. 
   That particular yarn spawned a lot 
of clones, all equally untrue, but for 
a disconcerting delve into genuine 
outrages, some just as bizarre, 
do a quick Google of “frivolous 
lawsuits,” after first ascertaining 

that there’s a 
bathroom nearby.  
   Aside: Given the 
fact that my family 
is amply endowed 
with attorneys, I 
hasten to plead 
total support 
of legitimate 
beefs at the bar. 
   In the area of 
healing, huge wads 
of cost are built in 

to cover potential liability for the 
unforgivable legal sin of not being 
infallible, which not only rockets the 
price of health care to stratospheric 
heights, but validates defensive 
medicine as a sub-specialty. 
   On the lighter side, some warning 
labels have chuckle-potential, 
along with a sense of wonderment 
at the nonsense that makes them 
necessary. Specimens follow 
(with columnistic commentary): 
   - On an electric rotary tool: “This 
product not intended for use as a 

dental drill.” (Or freckle removal?).  
On Christmas lights: “For indoor or 
outdoor use only.” (About covers 
the possibilities, we’d say.) On a 
Superman costume: “Wearing of 
this garment does not enable you to 
fly.” (Or make out with Lois Lane). 
On a jig-saw puzzle: “Assembly 
required.” (Honestagod?) 
   More silliness: On an electric 
kettle: “Appliance is switched on by 
setting the on/off switch to the ‘on’ 
position.” (And to turn it off?) On 
the bottom of a dessert container: 
“Do not turn upside down.” 
(OOPSIE!). On a seal: “Do not eat 
if this seal is missing.” (Say wha’?). 
On a bag of Fritos: “You could be 
a winner. No purchase necessary. 
Details inside.” (So, howthehell...
oh, never mind!). On a box of pills: 
“Take one capsule three times daily 
until gone.” (The pills or me?) 
   This subject matter may not seem 
serious to more sober readers, but 
ponder this point: When future 
archeologists dig up the remains 

of our era, that’s the stuff they’ll 
puzzle over as they rummage 
through mountains of disposable 
diapers, fast-food containers and 
plastic supermarket bags - the 
materials best suited for survival 
of a nuclear holocaust, global 
cookout or Noah-like flood. 
   With any kind of luck - bad 
on our part, but good on theirs 
- maybe our successors on the 
planet will learn to get by with 
prudent behavior, apology and 
forgiveness as substitutes for dopey 
warnings and dopier lawsuits. 
   Meanwhile, though, they’ll 
probably tike us faw a bunch of 
bloody fools.
 
Freelance wordworker Joe Klock, 

Sr. (joeklock@aol.com) is a 
winter Floridian who summers 
in New Hampshire. More of his 
“Klockwork,” can be found at 

www.joeklock.com.

   Anyone who visits, or has visited 
the Yonkers City Council meetings, 
is in for no surprises. Those who 
are not familiar with the business 
proceedings of the council might 
not notice the slick and underhanded 
way in which the people’s business 
is actually conducted. I call it 
Tempus Fugit. Those in the audience 
might refer to the process as 
Tempus Fugettaboutit as it probably 
originated from the planet Uranus. 
   What is not clear to the uninitiated 
is that the business is completely 
conducted in a duplicitous fashion. 
A novice might not see the ruse. 
Any well broken-in spectator can 
spot the play a mile away. It’s like 
clockwork. It is a hybrid straight off 
of the Henry Ford production line. 
   In this case it is  local 
government doing your work. 

Tempus Fugit 
By Martin McGloin

   Let the manufacturing process 
begin. The Mayor wants something 
done, (it doesn’t matter what it 
is). He sends the information to 
the Law Department of the City, 
(This reminds me of the way Dick 
Cheney took over the Office of 
Legal Council in Washington, to 
ensure that his will be done.) This 
is where the process falters. The 
teeth in the cog of government 
slip a little; and are in need of a 
filling.  Many times these initiatives 
are stalled here, until the time is 
right, or until the resolution is 
ready to go to the next part of the 
factory. When ready, it is shipped 
along the production line. Many 
times the product is shepherded 
through this tricky path. This final 
stage is the quality control part of 
the factory, a.k.a. the City Council. 

   The quality 
controllers more 
often than not 
are harried, and 
under pressure to 
get the product 
out the door and 
onto the floor of 
the council - also 
known as rubber 
stamp alley. 
It’s like 
tornado alley except the air 
is much hotter and rarified. 
   In fairness, all on the council, 
from time to time bemoan these 
untimely gifts bestowed upon them 
at the last minute in the form of a 
resolution, to the rules committee. 
The wording is usually spawned 
in the law department. In legalese 
it’s the governmental version of 

cloning. In 
some instances 
developers seem 
to have these 
r e s o l u t i o n s 
i n - h a n d . 
Sometimes they 
venture into 
the backrooms 
to hand-craft 
these wonders 
of legislation. 

The wheels of production turn. 
   The best part of quality control 
are those outside influences that 
insist on the prompt productivity 
of the quality controllers. The 
play goes something like this: If 
you don’t vote on this, we will 
lose this grant; If you don’t vote 
on this, we will lose these monies; 
If you don’t vote on this, we will 

lose this development. All the time 
it’s an end of the world scenario. 
But all the time it’s tempus fugit. 
   Ditto for developers. 
   As a final act the gavel comes 
down and their will, will be done. 
   All  in paradise is now lost 
though. The emergency resolutions 
should be reserved for just that: 
emergencies. The new City 
Council could have overthrown this 
subterfuge when it convened on 
January 2nd. They chose however 
to maintain the status quo. The 
council could have included in 
the new rules a provision that all 
resolutions must be delivered to 
the rules committee at least 7 days 
before any resolution will even be 
considered. This new rule could 
have insisted that all documents 
and relevant attachments, if not 

delivered on time will not be 
considered until the next scheduled 
meeting. This would benefit the 
council, the attending public and 
the community who could follow 
at a distance with the benefit of 
time, which would allow for full 
openness, and most importantly 
allow for a clearer understanding 
of the business at hand. 
   It might however interfere with 
the power of the strong mayor. 
So what? In a democracy why 
can one man, and I mean man, 
be allowed to hold such power? 
   I can’t help think that this is how 
the people’s business is conducted 
all around our land. If it is, there 
ought to be a law. Tempus fugit 
when you’re having fun.

Open Letter to Janine 
Rose 

Dear Ms. Rose:

   Last Saturday, I took time to watch 
Newsmakers. I was thunderstruck 
by how little your panelists knew 
of Supporters of Mayor Davis’ 
$600,000,000 federal lawsuit. 
There was much pontificating and 
posturing going on, but with very 
little substance.
   The lawsuit alleged that the FBI 
raid was “racially and politically” 
motivated. But members of your 
panel thought this assertion made 
no sense, as Mr. Clinton Young was 
an African American, who too was 
named in the suit. The panelists 
believed that since the lawsuit 
accused Mr. Young of conspiring 
with FBI agents, Supporters of 
Mayor Davis could not claim the 
raid was racially motivated. These 
panelists obviously failed to factor 
into their thinking process, some 
very important historical facts.
   Under the leadership of the 
late J. Edgar Hoover, the FBI 
agency consistently harassed and 
intimidated black leaders. During 
the late 40s and early 50s, it hounded 
W.E.B. Dubois, Marcus Garvey and 
Paul Robeson; in the early 60s it was 
Malcolm X and Dr. King. Hoover 
was so obsessed with Dr. King, that 
he sent an outrageous letter to the 
late Ms. Coretta Scott King, trying 
his level best to destroy the King 
family.

In the latter part of the 70s, the 
FBI encouraged local police to 
falsely frame and arrest young 
African American militants; in 
some instances these young men 
were illegally killed. The agency 
would only begin to hire African 
Americans in the late 60s, when the 
need arose to use black informants 
to infiltrate and sabotage the 
militant movement. And while the 
agency used black informants to 
crush the Black Panther Party, it 
did not use white informants to 
crush the KKK. The Panthers doors 
were closed; the KKK doors remain 
open to this very day. The agency 
was indisputably steeped in racism 
during the Hoover era.
   While proponents of the FBI 
would argue that the agency has 
substantially changed, and that it 
no longer espouses and advances a 
racist policy--but this is wrong. The 
public raid of Mayor Davis’ office, 
was the clearest proof of this fact.
The FBI agents knew that Mayor 
Davis had always responded in 
a timely fashion to inquires and 
requests that federal agencies 
presented to him; they knew that he 
had run the city for 12 years, and 
that during this time, never once 
had any federal agency accused 
him of any wrongdoing. And they 
knew the mayor had consistently 
played by the rules. They also knew 
that the information that they were 
seeking to obtain could have been 
accessed a month or so before the 
General Election. 

   Clearly, had the FBI’s past history 
compelled the agency to stop 
harassing and intimidating African 
American leaders, it would not 
have raided Mayor Davis’ office. 
Instead the agents would have met 
with him, and asked him to turn 
over the files. They knew that he 
would have done so--and without 
any objections.
  But the FBI agents were not acting 
in good faith. Rather, they like 
others, were seeking to politically 
decapitate the mayor. That the 
FBI would arrive and see the press 
waiting for them and not call off 
the raid; that they would ignore 
their own policy which precluded 
them from conducting public raids 
of public officials’ office during 
election campaigning; that they 
would do the raid without reference 
to whether the raid would traumatize 
the community--especially the 
elderly, was clear evidence of the 
FBI’s depraved indifference to an 
accomplished, credible, African 
American mayor, and the people 
to whom he served. This raid was 
indeed racially motivated.
   The fact that Mr. Young has been 
named in the suit, does not mitigate 
this fact. It merely means that FBI 
agents used Mr. Young to achieve 
their end; Young used the FBI to 
achieve his end. During antebellum, 
slave masters would befriend their 
enslaved lot that worked in their 
homes; these enslaved brothers and 
sisters would befriend their slave 
masters; they would look after each 

Letters to the Editor
other. Mr. Young and the FBI were 
too looking after each other. This 
was the reason why the case was 
not only racially, but politically 
motivated.
   In closing, afford me to say that 
the pundits, the critics and Mayor 
Davis’ opponents, have said the 
case was “frivolous,” that it is 
without merit; that the case would 
be thrown out of court. Well, the 
moment of truth for us to know is 
here. I believe that when the last 
word has been spoken, and the truth 
delivered, Supporters of Mayor 
Davis will walk out of court in 
triumph. But should some quirk of 
events occur, leading Judge Brieant 
to abort the case, Supporters of 
Mayor Davis should not despair, 
for they will surely receive their 
victories in the appellate division 
and the United States Supreme 
Court. “Dare to Struggle; Dare to 
Win--”
   
Sincerely,
Curt Stewart

Curt Stewart is Coordinator for 
Supporters of Mayor Davis

Your World, Our Beat; 
Now You Know!

Subscribe to
Westchester Times Tribune.

Annual Subscription $39

Direct your credit card  
subscription order to

WTTsubscription@gmail.com
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MAIN STREET LOFTS

A Newly Constructed Building

With 34 Affordable Rental Units

(Studios, One Bedrooms & Two Bedrooms

Located at

66 Main Street

Yonkers, NY 10701

Units will be Available

Approximately February 2008

Call immediately for information or to receive an application

(914) 969-6159

Student Juried Art Show  
Ginny and Ken Ryan, owners of 
Somers Custom Framing, 253 
Route 202 (the Doherty Building) 
in Somers, are hosting a Juried Art 
Contest for students 10-18 years of 
age. The Director of the Katonah 
Art Center, Loren Andersen Chase, 
will be the Juror of Selection. The 
awards ceremony will be held on 
Thursday January 31 from 6-8 pm 
at Somers Custom Framing with 
food courtesy of Bella Italia Deli, 
267 Route 202 in Somers. Entry 
forms with art submissions must be 
delivered to the shop either Friday 
January 18 or Saturday January 19. 
The public is invited to view the 
talent and wide range of artwork 
produced by the students presented 
in this exhibition. For entry forms 
and info: 914 276-3173. 

Blood Drive at Club Fit  
On Thursday January 24, Club 
Fit Briarcliff, 584 North State Rd 
in Briarcliff Manor will host the 
semi-annual Hudson Valley Blood 
Services Blood Drive from 5:30 

The Fine Print
By Lisa Fine 

to 9:30pm. Info: 914 250-2797 or 
tlanza@clubfit.com. 

The Eagles are Back – Dress 
Warm and Bring Binoculars
Teatown Lake Reservation will host 
the Fourth Annual Hudson River 
EagleFest on Saturday February 
9 from 9 am to 4 pm. This event 
celebrates the spectacular eagle 
and is a wonderful collaboration of 
many organizations and people, all 
of whom share a passion to honor 
the eagle’s winter return to the 
Hudson River Valley. The event 
will be headquartered in heated 
tents at Westchester County’s 

Croton Point Park where the public 
can visit with over 20 collaborating 
organizations, see live raptor and 
eagle shows and enjoy children’s 
activities. Individuals and families 
can also visit eagle viewing and 
educational sites along the Hudson 
River - at the Croton Train Station 
Boat Ramp, George’s Island in 
Montrose and Charles Point Park 
in Peekskill. These sites will be 
staffed by eagle experts with 
spotting scopes, warming tents 
and hot cocoa. For the complete 
listing of additional eagle viewing 
locations and EagleFest activities 
visit www.teatown.org. Info: 914 
762-2912 x110.

To submit information for The 
Fine Print, please send emails to 

TheFinePrintNY@verizon.net, call 
914 243-9761, or visit the www.
LisaFineCommunications.com 

Website. Lisa Fine is owner of LF 
Communications, Inc. some of 

whose clients may be mentioned on 
occasion. 

YONKERS, NY -- The Yonkers 
Downtown/Waterfront BID 
(YDWBID) recently held a Grand 
Opening and ribbon cutting 
ceremony to welcome El Poblano 
Café, located at 2 Main Street, to 
the downtown area.   

The Yonkers Downtown/Waterfront 
Business Improvement District 
(YDWBID) was created to 
promote and implement the 
economic vitality of the District 
and the City of Yonkers. The BID 
is also designed to maintain the 
downtown streets, contribute 
to public safety, landscape the 
district, market special events and 
create promotional opportunities 
to highlight the area. Additionally, 
the BID is entrusted to preserve and 
encourage the cultural, historic, 
tourist and civic interest of the 
District and the City of Yonkers.

El Poblano Café Welcomed  
to the Neighborhood

(L to R) Chuck Lesnick, Yonkers City Council President; Bill Regan, 
Yonkers Deputy Mayor; Steve Sansone, Executive Director of the Yonkers 
Downtown Waterfront BID; Alfonso and Sury Alvarez, Café owners, and 

Patricia McDow, Yonkers City Councilperson.

YONKERS, NY -- Growing 
concerned that protracted delays 
might jeopardize the much 
needed $1.5 billion Struever 
Fidelco Cappelli (SFC) downtown 
Yonkers revitalization plan, groups 
representing more than 1,000 
city businesses are calling on the 
Mayor and City Council to move 
the project forward, pressing for 
concrete action in early 2008. 
Business leaders from the Yonkers 
Chamber of Commerce, the 
Downtown / Waterfront Business 
Improvement District and the South 
Broadway Business Improvement 
District—the three largest business 
organizations in Yonkers—have 

Yonkers Business Groups Press City for 
Action on Downtown Development Project

Uneasy About Prolonged Delays, Groups Representing More Than 1,000 Businesses Urge Mayor and City Council to Move  
$1.5 Billion Development Forward

come together in a joint effort to 
press city officials to break an 
apparent logjam that has stalled 
the proposal since July of last year, 
when the City Council received 
detailed scoping documents for the 
project.
   The City Council has yet to vote on 
those scoping documents, creating 
apprehension among the business 
community as to whether the city 
is really committed to moving the 
project forward.
   In separate meetings last week, 
leaders from the three groups met 
with the mayor and the City Council 
leadership to both express their 
support for the project and to ask 

the officials to commit to a more 
aggressive timetable—even calling 
for an initial vote on the project by 
the end of January. 
   “We are very anxious to see this 
project proceed, and proceed at 
a reasonable pace,” said Kevin 
Cacace, President of the Yonkers 
Chamber of Commerce.  “Without 
a doubt, the SFC project is the 
greatest opportunity we have had in 
my lifetime to revitalize downtown 
Yonkers.  But if the city doesn’t 
begin to move it forward, we’re 
afraid that the opportunity will be 
lost, and that would be catastrophic 
for business in this city.”
The Chamber of Commerce and 

both Business Improvement 
Districts have been following the 
project closely since its unveiling 
in February 2006.  Leaders 
from all three organizations say 
that the future success of their 
member businesses is closely tied 
to the success of the downtown 
revitalization.
   Jose Velez, Executive Director 
of the South Broadway Business 
Improvement District, explained 
his group’s support for the proposal.  
“We understand that successful 
development downtown does not 
just bring in new businesses, it helps 
those of us who have been here for 
while as well.  When more people 

come to live and shop and work in 
the downtown, it will help all of 
us to prosper by creating a critical 
mass of people that can support 
a growing and thriving business 
community,” he said.
   Steve Sansone, Executive 
Director of the Downtown / 
Waterfront Business Improvement 
District, echoed those sentiments.  
“Reinvestment in the downtown 
infrastructure will benefit the 
entire BID membership. While 
we want the City Council to be 
thorough in their due diligence, 
time is money in retail. Clearly our 
existing businesses are anticipating 
the additional foot traffic that this 

proposal could bring.”
   Cacace said he was encouraged by 
both meetings and optimistic that 
the project would begin to move 
forward.  “I think the mayor and 
the council leadership came away 
with a clear understanding that 
the business community is firmly 
behind this project and wants to 
see action.  We also understand 
that city officials have to do their 
due diligence, but they must move 
quickly.  Public opinion seems to 
be behind the project.  We just don’t 
want to see politics get in the way 
of progress,” Cacace concluded.

YONKERS, NY -- Former 
State Senator Nick Spano today 
announced that his new website, 
www.nickspano.com is now open 
to visitors interested in weighing 
in on whether he should consider a 
return to politics.
   “This website will be used as a 
tool to gauge public sentiment,” 
Spano said. 
   “While I have not yet made a 
decision as to whether I will run 
again for State Senate, I have 
always respected the opinions of 
those who live in the 35th Senate 
District. I invite anyone interested 
in sharing their opinions with me to 

Former State Senator Nick Spano 
Launches Website Soliciting 

Public Opinion on Senate Run

visit my website and let me know 
what they think.”

HASTINGS-ON-HUDSON, NY 
-- Are you an elder (aka Senior 
Citizen)? Or do you plan on 
becoming one some day? If so, 
have you had any of these thoughts 
about aging?

•  “I hope I can stay in Hastings to 
live out my years – I love it here.”

•  “I wonder if I’ll be able to stay 
in my house when I’m 80 – it might 
be tough to navigate the stairs, and 
the taxes…”

•  “No way am I going to a nursing 
home when I get old!”

• “Retirement? What’s that?”
   Recognizing the vast resource 
residents 60 years and older 
represent to the community, an 
official village council was created 
in early 2007 – the Senior Citizens 

Hastings-on-Hudson is an Elder-Rich Community
Advisory Committee.
   That committee will address 
the kinds of issues posed in the 
statements above, and a wide 
range of facts, challenges and 
opportunities, such as:
Fact: 20% of Hastings residents are 
60+. That’s over 1,500 people – as 
many people as the village has kids 
attending local schools. That was 
2000 census data, so with the aging 
of the baby-boomers, the senior 
segment is steadily growing.
Challenge: How can precious 
elders be kept as residents in 
Hastings? No one who helped to 
build this community should have 
to leave Hastings, just because:
* They can no longer afford to pay 
property taxes on their home
* They can no longer manage daily 
life tasks without assistance
Challenge: How can families be 
helped with their struggle to care 
for aging parents who are becoming 
frail?
Opportunity: Elders represent a rich 
source of human capital – with great 
reserves of wisdom, experience, 
energy, money and compassion. 
How can those resources be tapped 
for the betterment of community 
life together? 
A New Vision of Aging 
in Community – Are You 
Interested?
Hastings is already very Elder-Rich, 
but much more needs to be done to 
keep elders in the village and fully 
engaged in community life together; 
that means undertaking the task as a 
community effort. 
   The committee is already 
exploring the feasibility of new 
models for aging in community that 
are sweeping across the country 
– meeting with the leaders of the 
Beacon Hill Village model (www.
beaconhillvillage.org) and with 
local foundations that are enthused 

about helping to bring about this 
sort of community-based, shared 
services lifestyle to Hastings. 
   To make this initiative a reality 
for Hastings, your help is needed 
to draw from your talents and 
energies of our “elders and elders in 
training.”
   Contact the Hastings Senior 
Citizens Advisory Committee 
members to learn what they have on 
the agenda, or better yet, tell them 
how you might be able to help, or 
share some suggestions for moving 
the work forward. Send the short 
feedback form and let them know 
what you are thinking and how you 
might help.
 Hastings Senior Citizens Advisory 
Committee members are:
Jack Gavin (Chair) 478-0130; 
jgavin2020@optonline.net
Eleanor McGinigle 478-3616          
                        
Anne Schnibbe 478-1712
Patricia Bloom, MD. 478-5659; 
patriciabloom@optonline.net
Walter Stugis 231-9125; 
walter5454@optonline.net
Trustee liaison: Danielle Goodman 
478-7302; goodman10706@yahoo.
com
Senior Outreach Worker: Jenny 
Murphy 478-2586; senioroutreach@
hastingsgov.org
The Senior Advisory Committee 
village resolution charter reads: 
   “The Senior Citizen Advisory 
Council shall work to identify, 
develop and coordinate services that 
help meet the needs of the Village’s 
older residents. Said services 
shall be designed to enhance the 
independence and involvement 
opportunities in the lives of older 
adults living in the community. 
The committee shall advocate for 
older adults to identify and meet 
their social and cultural needs, to 
encourage maximum independence 

and to insure their quality of life.”
Feedback Form
   Advise your thoughts on aging in 
community, and how, if possible,  
you might help move the effort 
forward. Fill out this form and 
drop it off with the Recreation 
Department at the new community 
center or the Village Hall (fold and 
seal your response and they will 
keep it confidential), or mail it to:
Hastings on Hudson Senior 
Advisory Committee
c/o Jenny Murphy
Senior Outreach
7 Maple Ave
Hastings on Hudson, NY 10706
Now, a few questions:
1. I would like to live out my elder 
years in Hastings: Yes or No (circle 
one)
    Why or why not?
2. I see obstacles in the way of my 
desire to remain in Hastings: Yes  
or  No
   What are these obstacles, if there 
are any?
3. Would you like to help the 
Committee work on bringing a 
shared services community-based 
support program to the village?       
Yes  or  No
If yes, I have the following expertise 
to lend to the work:

Legal____ 
Marketing or Public Relations____ 
Graphic Art or Design____ 
Grant writing____ 
Real Estate or Development 
Expertise____ 
Operations/Logistics management_
___ 
IT / Computer____ 
Web Site design or site 
management____ 
Other: 
 
My name is __________________
__ and you can contact me at:

mailto:tlanza@clubfit.com
http://www.teatown.org/
mailto:TheFinePrintNY@verizon.net
http://www.LisaFineCommunications.com
http://www.LisaFineCommunications.com
http://www.nickspano.com/
http://www.beaconhillvillage.org
http://www.beaconhillvillage.org
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   Tuesday’s Children, a national 
nonprofit organization that provides 
services to 9/11 families, is currently 
recruiting young, active males from 
Westchester, NY to serve as positive 
role models for children who 
lost a parent on September 11th.  
Tuesday’s Children provides a wide 
range of services for September 
11th families including mentoring, 
advocacy for children, next-step 
like skills and leadership training 
for adults. 
   The Tuesday’s Children Mentoring 
Program pairs these children with 
specially-trained adult role models 
who can offer new opportunities, 
provide guidance, enhance coping 
skills and most of all have fun.  
Mentoring candidates will be 
screened and trained by mentoring 
experts and then matched with a 
child in their area.  Mentors must be 
18 years of age and agree to a one-
year commitment and have a car. 
   Tuesday’s Children offers a 
community based mentoring 
program which takes place at either 
the child’s home or somewhere 
within the community.  The mentors 
participating in the program will 
meet twice a month (days, times 

Wanted: Mentors for Children Who 
Lost a Parent on 9/11

and locations are flexible)  for one-
on-one sessions, which may include 
playing basketball in the backyard, 
helping with homework, playing 
board games, taking in a sporting 
event, volunteering together for 
a community service project, or 
just providing a shoulder to lean 
on.  Tuesday’s Children also offers 
quarterly group outing such as ice 
skating, museums, bowling and 
picnics as well as tickets to various 
events like New York Mets games, 
New Jersey Nets games, Broadway 

shows, or the circus. 
   To make a donation to the 
organization, call (516) 562-9000.

The Tuesday’s Children Mentoring 
Program was structured and 

implemented in conjunction with 
MENTOR/National Mentoring 

Partnerships.  To become a mentor, 
call Sara Wingerath, Mentoring 

Coordinator, at (212) 319-3988 or 
direct email to

 sara@tuesdayschildren.org.
staffing levels will be maintained.  
The three individuals being 
designated as Detective have proven 

Mayor Young Presides over Mount 
Vernon Police Department Promotions 

and Inductees

track records of law enforcement 
excellence and I congratulate them 
on their achievement.”

   The Ceremony took place at 
Mount Vernon City Hall, Council 
Chambers.

NEW YORK, NY -- Governor Eliot 
Spitzer today announced he has 
appointed Attorney General Andrew 
M. Cuomo as a special prosecutor 
to investigate the murders of 
Arlene and Seymour Tankleff. 
This appointment authorizes the 
Attorney General to consider all 
of the evidence gathered so far, 
conduct his own investigation 
into the case, and prosecute 
the person or persons found to 
be responsible for this crime. 
   The Tankleffs were brutally 
murdered at their Belle Terre home 
in 1988. Their son, Martin Tankleff, 
was convicted of the crimes in 1990 
and was sentenced to imprisonment 
for a term of fifty years to life. Last 
month, however, an appellate court 
granted Martin Tankleff’s motion 
for a new trial, citing significant 
newly discovered evidence.  
   After the Court granted Martin 
Tankleff’s motion, Suffolk 
County District Attorney Thomas 
Spota asked Governor Spitzer to 

Governor Spitzer 
Announces Appointment 

of Attorney General 
Cuomo to Investigate 

Tankleff Murders 

as Special Prosecutor  
Appointment Follows Recent Court Decision 

Vacating Conviction of Martin Tankleff

appoint a special prosecutor to 
handle the renewed investigation 
of this matter, and others have 
also requested appointment of a 
special prosecutor in this case. 
   “This tragic case requires further 
investigation, and I agree with 
District Attorney Spota that the 
most prudent course is to appoint a 
special prosecutor,” said Governor 
Spitzer. “The issues that troubled 
the Appellate Division need to be 
freshly and thoroughly examined. 
The Attorney General’s Office 
has the expertise and resources to 
investigate this case fully and fairly.” 
   Attorney General Andrew 
Cuomo said: “My office is ready 
to start moving forward with this 
investigation right away, including 
gathering the information already 
collected by law enforcement and 
Mr. Tankleff’s attorneys. We will 
follow the evidence wherever it 
leads us.”

5 acres of land.  After stating no 
garbage would be stored there, he 
said public comments on this Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement 
(DEIS) could be sent to the City 
Clerk by January 18.  
   Three traffic intersections were 
studied in this DEIS on one day 
and no noise, or air pollution 
studies were completed.  Analyses 
of noise and air pollution were 
made based on the traffic study.   A 
limited number of soil batches were 
tested for contaminants and the less 
expensive remediation method of 
capping rather than removing them 
was recommended in the report.
   James O’Toole was the first 
speaker who adamantly opposed the 
proposed site.  Lamenting the tax 
burden on the residents who “will 
have to pay” for this development, 
he enumerated health, traffic 
and noise issues. He claimed the 
“neighborhood street hasn’t been 
paved in years,” asking how the 
trucks will get to the north end of 
New Rochelle.  He felt this city 
yard should be put “in City Park 
where it belongs.”
   According to Rosemary Spalin 

“many citizens have objections.” 
She continued, the well being of 
children who are living in the area 
would be severely impacted.  While 
she believed in developing the 
waterfront, she felt “this site is not 
going to work.”  Several residents 
spoke about the noise, odors and 
traffic problems.  They claimed 
many young families have moved 
into the neighborhood and homes 
have been upgraded.  The condo 
owners at 50 Webster Avenue 
according to Debra Haley have 
spent a lot of money investing in 
their residences and they disagree 
this is a suitable place for a city 
yard.
   A lawyer speaking for the Media 
Lofts Condominiums, James 
Glatthaar, felt the project should  
be one everyone could live with.  
He pointed out this environmental 
review process was very different 
from other DEIS reviews because 
the city is both the applicant and the 
approving agency.  In his opinion 
the DEIS was done in a “perfunctory 
manner” especially relating to noise, 
odor, and compatibility with he 
neighborhood.  He presented a 15 

point plan of changes in the design 
of the building and conditions of 
operation of the yard.  However, 
because of a three minute time limit 
on speakers he could not complete 
his statement.
   Several speakers addressed the 
narrowness of Beechwood Avenue 
and the back-ups on Woodland.  
Diana Mason stated, “Just because 
the city paid too much for the 
site” don’t force it on the south end 
residents.  
   The safety of the workers 
and people in the neighborhood 
was addressed by Lou Felicione 
and several city employees.  
Peter Ceccarelli of the Public 
Works department was especially 
concerned that in a snow storm 
the drivers of the plows coming 
back for salt would not be able to 
see on Beechwood Avenue because 
of the size of the plows.  Felicione 
added that the area adjacent to 
this site has been upgraded by the 
city’s development of the West End 
Project and private developer’s 
condominiums on Webster Avenue.  
Even though the city has already 
paid five million dollars for this 

New Rochelle Residents Critical of Proposed City Yard Site

site, common sense suggests this 
is not a good place for a city yard.  
Michael Brown (who ran against 
Mayor Noam Bramson in the last 
election) suggested an alternate site 
off the Hutchinson near the Nature 
Study Woods which would have 
no impact on the residents of New 
Rochelle.
   Vincent Malfetano, a community 
activist, had looked at the site’s 
narrow streets and came to the 
conclusion that the site didn’t “make 
a lot of sense.”   In a conversation 
after the meeting Malfetano said he 
took it upon himself to contact the 
land acquisition Department of the 
Thruway Authority.  This Public 
Corporation must conduct fair 
market value pricing for any land 
they might want to give away or 
share.  Malfetano was surprised to 
learn that the City of New Rochelle 
had been working with the authority 
for eight years for easements rights 
on Beechwood Avenue.  All past 
Commissioners of Development 
and the current one were named in 
the Thruway records.  He learned 
also that the Thruway Authority 
must review the final DEIS.

YONKERS, NY --  “Margaret’s 
Place Mural of Peace and Love,” 
a mural designed and created by 

Emerson Middle School Students Unveil “Margaret’s Place 
Mural of Peace and Love”

students at 
E m e r s o n 
M i d d l e 
S c h o o l 
to inspire 
healthy love 
and peace 
in school, 
community 
and the 
heart was 
u n v e i l e d 

during a ceremony last Thursday, 
January 10, 2008.

   Emerson Middle School students 
worked with artist Sone Tower and 
Margaret’s Place staff to design and 
create the mural that will welcome 
visitors in the entrance lobby to 
the school.  Students also created 
individual masterpieces about their 
world on smaller canvases that will 
be unveiled and showcased during 
the ceremony.  
   Margaret’s Place is a partnership 
between the Joe Torre Safe at Home 
Foundation and Westchester Jewish 
Community Services (WJCS) 

which works to educate the school 
community about domestic violence 
prevention and intervention. 

mailto:sara@tuesdayschildren.org


WHITE PLAINS, NY -- 
Communicating with the customer 
is vital to the success of any 
business. But more and more 
businesses are hiring workers who 
only have limited proficiency when 
it comes to speaking English. What 
to do? Teach them English.
   And that’s just what the 
Westchester/Putnam Workforce 
Investment Board plans to do. The 
job placement and employment 
training agency has just received 
a $500,000 grant from the New 
York State Department of Labor to 
develop an English- as-a-Second 
Language program tailor made for 
businesses and their employees.
   “This program will allow us to 
teach English to more than 500 
employees at 18 companies in 
the Hudson Valley,’’ said County 
Executive Andy Spano. “Employees 
can learn right on the job with a 
curriculum specifically developed 
for businesses. It’s all about 
economic development and helping 
companies here in Westchester and 
the Hudson Valley to thrive.’’
   Donovan Beckford, Director of the 
Office of Workforce Development, 

Learning English Key to Better 
Business 

in Westchester
Workforce Investment Board Receives $500,000 Grant to Teach 

English to Workers
said among the Westchester 
companies participating in the 
program are Yonkers Raceway, 
the Rye Town Hilton, Shoprite, the 
Marriott in Tarrytown and Kimber 
Manufacturing Inc.  
   Partners in the project include 
Westchester, Orange Community 
Colleges as well as BOCES in 
Ulster and Orange counties, who 
are developing the curriculum and 
will provide instructors. 
   Anne Rubenthal, assistant dean of 
continuing education at Westchester 
Community College, said that 
WCC is currently interviewing the 
employers to get a better picture of 
the types of employees and what 
skills would most benefit them. She 
expects classes to begin in February.  
   “We have reached out to employers 
in a range of fields from the health 
care, hospitality, manufacturing and 
retail industries to determine what 
their needs are,’’ said Rubenthal. 
“We are very excited about this 
program because it allows us to offer 
this service to these companies, free 
of charge.’’
   Marlene Ortiz, personnel director 
for Marriott Hotels in Westchester, 

said that they hoped that the 
program would help their employees 
strengthen basic language skills. 
She said 10 employees who work in 
housekeeping have been selected as 
the first to participate in the program 
2 hours a week for 12 weeks. 
   “This is for employees who 
already speak English, but want 
to improve their communication 
skills,’’ said Ortiz. “We are excited 
about offering this to our employees 
and hope that we can add more as 
the program continues.’’
   The influx of immigrant 
populations over the past two 
decades has significantly increased 
the need for language-related 
services. According to 2000 U.S. 
Census data, there are more than 
2.3 million people in New York 
State that have limited English 
proficiency.
   Beckford said that the program’s 
goal was not only to help businesses, 
but to help employees improve 
their position in the job market. 
Employees who can speak English 
more fluently have a better chance 
of getting higher paying jobs. 
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MOUNT VERNON, NY -
- Westchester Center for 
Rehabilitation & Nursing recently 
held graduation ceremonies for the 
final class of its gerontology course, 
sponsored by the 1199 Training and 
Employment Fund, in conjunction 
with L/S Gerontology Seminars, 
LLC.  The Fund is the educational 
arm of the tri-state area’s largest 
healthcare workers union, United 
Healthcare Workers East.  
   The program was spread 
over three months, in order to 
accommodate the 85 staff members 
who participated. 
   Staff was instructed on the 
conditions and circumstances that 
challenge residents every day, 
enabling them to view life from 
the perspective of those for whom 
they care.  Another important 
component empowers staff to 
offer suggestions for sustaining 

85 Graduate Westchester Rehab 
Gerontology Course 

Program Focused on Improving Quality of Life for Residents Through Enhanced 
Understanding of the Aging Process

their learning, including quality 
improvement projects and working 
more collaboratively to resolve 
common concerns.   Finally, a 
system is put in place by which the 
graduates will be able to share their 
knowledge and skills with staff 
unable to participate, in keeping 
with Director of Nursing Ann 
Dillard’s philosophy, “Each one 
teaches one.” 
   “Consumers are savvier when 
making purchases these days, and 
that includes their healthcare,” 
commented Barbara Speedling 
(shown left, presenting Rachel 
Harvey with her certificate), 
instructor and management 
consultant specializing in quality 
of life and behavior management.  
“They don’t want to have to choose 
between either great therapy 
protocols or a great environment 
when making decisions about 

skilled nursing.  They want 
both.  This course taught staff 
how to create a more homelike, 
comfortable environment, and 
where there’s comfort, there’s true 
quality of life.”    
   “We are extraordinarily lucky 
to have staff averaging more 
than twelve years in senior care.  
Nevertheless, offering a course such 
as this definitely advances their 
skill set, which ultimately benefits 
the residents,” commented Shirley 
Arthur, Director of Education 
& In-Services for Westchester 
Rehab.  “It’s a win-win situation 
for everyone.” 
   Westchester Center for 
Rehabilitation & Nursing blends 
21st century medical therapies with 
old world traditions of family care.  
For directions or further information, 
please phone 914.699.1600. 

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- On 
the site of New Rochelle’s oldest 
schoolhouse, one of Westchester 
County’s newest adult continuing 
education programs will launch on 
January 18th. 
   St. John’s Adult Education 
and Music Center, based at St. 
John’s Wilmot Episcopal Church, 
11 Wilmot Rd., New Rochelle 
(www.stjohnsnr.diocese.org), will 
offer non-credit courses in music 
appreciation, journal writing, 
genealogy, cooking, and science 
and religion. Additionally, there 
will be a Friday night movie series 
with refreshments served and a 
discussion following. 
   “We have parishioners with 
extraordinary teaching and life-
experience credentials in some very 
specific fields of study that are not 
typically offered by other adult-
education programs,” explained 
(The Rev.) Dr. Rayner W. Hesse, 
Jr., pastor. “Like our parish and 

Photo courtesy of Anthony F. Chiffolo

New Adult Continuing Education 
Program Focuses on Untraditional 

Courses
By Rob Seitz

Sunday services, these will be 
courses for the ‘thinking man and 
woman.’  They promise to challenge 
conventional wisdom by how the 
courses will be presented, the focus 
of the curriculum and the open, 
interactive discussion environment 
of the classroom, facilitated by 
qualified instructors.”
   Classes cost $25 per individual 
session to $95 for a four-part 
series. 
   They include: 
• Family Genealogy: Writing and 
Researching - Fridays, January 
18th through Friday, February 8th, 
6:00 PM – 8:00 PM (four sessions, 
$95). Instructors: Irene Schindler, 
instructor at Iona College’s Lifelong 
Learning Center, retired Mt. Vernon 
High School teacher, and award-
winning advertising copywriter, and 
(The Rev.) Dr. Rayner W. Hesse, Jr., 
author of several published books.
• Classical Music Appreciation 
for Beginners: Enjoying Concerts 

- Saturdays, January 19th through 
Saturday, February 9th, 10 AM 
– 12 Noon (four sessions, $95). 
Instructor: The Rev. Eric Jennings, 
music director at St. John’s and a 
graduate of the Manhattan School 
of Music
• Parables of Jesus/Parallels With 
Science – Wednesdays, February 
6th through February 27th, 12 
Noon – 1:30 PM (four sessions: 
$95). Instructor Dr. Ray Peckauskas 
discusses the latest science including 
cloning and stem-cell research, 
drawing scientific parallels to the 
parables of Jesus.  
• Foreign Language No More: 
How to Read Music – Wednesdays, 
February 6th through February 27th 
5:00 PM – 7:00 PM.  Instructor: 
Jennings (four sessions: $95).
• Friday Night Date: Uptown 
Movies @ St. John’s. Plus, food 
for thought and food to munch on! 
Suggested donation: $10. Schedule: 
DaVinci Code (February 15th); 

The Celestine Prophecy (February 
22nd); What the Bleep? (February 
29th).  Doors open at 6:30 P.M.
• Tuscan Cooking – Saturdays, 
February 16th through March 
1st. Instructor: Veteran Chef, 
restaurateur and caterer Angela J. 
Rabuano (three sessions: $75, plus 
small materials fee).
• Stepping Out of the Shower and 
Into Your Authentic Voice – Two 
weekends: Friday, March 7th , 6:30 
– 8:30 PM and Saturday, March 8th, 
10:00 Am – 12 Noon, and  Friday, 
March 14th , 6:30 – 8:30 PM and 

Saturday, March 15th, 10:00 Am 
– 12 Noon (four sessions: $95). 
Professional singer and voice coach 
Mimi Munroe-Goodwin takes both 
an unconventional and uninhibited 
approach to finding your unique 
voice, using your full body and 
mental capabilities.
• Historical Jesus – Wednesdays, 
April 2nd through April 15th, 
12 Noon – 1:30 P.M.  Instructor: 
Peckauskas (three sessions: $75).
• Baby Boomer Broadway: Musicals 
since 1950, Fridays, April 11th 
through April 25th, 6:30 PM – 8:30 

PM (four sessions: $95). Instructor: 
Jennings. 
Current Cosmology - Wednesdays, 
April 22nd, Noon – 1:30 P.M.  
Instructor: Peckauskas (one session: 
$25).   
   
For further information and more 
detailed course descriptions, call 
914-636-0047 or visit the parish’s 

Website: 
(www.stjohnsnr.diocese.org)

   Janisse Ray, an outdoor 
recreation enthusiast in Danville, 
Vermont, got so frustrated when 
the West River hadn’t frozen by 
last January that she donned a 
wet suit and floated downstream 
in an inner tube, holding aloft a 
sign that said “Where’s winter?”  
   Where indeed? The January/
February 2008 issue of E – The 
Environmental Magazine (now 
posted at www.emagazine.com 
) reports that climate change is 
already affecting many of our most 
beloved winter sports, from ice-
skating to skiing to maple sugaring. 

As Global Warming Advances, We’re “Losing Winter” 

Report By E - The Environmental Magazine

It’s not surprising, considering 
that 2006 was the warmest year on 
record in the U.S., and 1998 was the 
second warmest. While winter is still 
highly unpredictable (a week before 
E’s issue made it to newsstands, 
the country was hit with epic 
snowfalls and low temperatures) 
the warming trend is clear. 
   E’s cover package also includes 
some colorful reminiscing about 
the historic snowfalls many of us 
remember from childhood, plus an 
SOS from some of the country’s 
leading winter athletes, who have 
to venture far and wide to find 

seasonal snow. Pro snowboarder 
Gretchen Bleiler, who has won 
more halfpipe competitions than 
any other female snowboarder, 
is watching the shorter, milder 
winters in her hometown of 
Aspen, Colorado, the deteriorating 
snowbanks on worldwide slopes 
and the last-minute cancellations 
of major snowboarding events. 
   “We moved to Aspen when I 
was 10,” says Bleiler. “I remember 
the first year we went to school 
there were avalanche danger days. 
The snow would rise so high in 
the valley. Then this past season 

they had to cancel the Grand Prix 
in New Jersey because it was 
too warm to even make snow.”  
   By the end of the century, 
temperatures in the Northeastern 
states are likely to rise by eight to 
12 degrees Fahrenheit (at which 
time snow-covered days will 
have been reduced to half of what 
we traditionally experience). A 
2007 Northeast Climate Impacts 
Assessment report, prepared 
by the Union of Concerned 
Scientists, says that under some 
higher-emission scenarios, “Only 
western Maine is projected to 

retain a reliable ski season 
by the end of the century, 
and only northern New 
Hampshire would support 
a snowmobiling season 
longer than two months.” 
   Consider these facts: 
• Snowmobile sales slid 
12 percent in the most 
recent accounting from the 
International Snowmobile 
Manufacturers Association. 
Total sales of 79,814 in 
2006 contrasted sharply with 
the 170,325 sold in 1997.   
• Cliff Brown of the University 
of New Hampshire notes that 
the state had 65 downhill ski 
areas in the 1970s, but only 
20 remain. New Hampshire 
winters warmed 3.8 degrees 
Fahrenheit in the 20th century, and 
snowmaking alone hasn’t saved the 
day, especially for the low-lying 
family facilities. The surviving 
resorts, Brown says, are larger, 
tend to be corporate owned, and 
are located at higher elevations. To 
stay in business, the resorts have 
also diversified from skiing. On 
a recent fall day, the lower slopes 
at Bromley Mountain in southern 
Vermont looked more like an 
amusement park than a ski area. 
• Northern New England’s climate 
was once ideal for maple sugaring, 
but as temperatures rise the 
industry is inexorably migrating 
north. Over the past four decades, 
the traditional mid-February to 
April maple sugaring season has 
slowly gotten shorter. According 
to a University of Vermont study, 

it now starts a week early and 
ends 10 days early, with a net loss 
of three production days. Long-
time tappers worry that, by 2100, 
there may no longer be a maple 
sugar industry in New England. 
   The warming changes already 
visible are, to cite a particularly apt 
cliché, “the tip of the iceberg.” In the 
next few decades, global warming 
will be shaped by many different 
factors, with relatively unpredictable 
results. But the scientific consensus 
is near unanimous that the loss 
of predictable and comforting 
winter patterns will be a major 
consequence. Nostalgia for snowy 
winters past and “the way it was” 
will be a major growth industry, 
even as skiing, skating, snowman 
building and maple syrup-making 
gradually recede into our collective 
memory.

http://www.stjohnsnr.diocese.org/
http://www.stjohnsnr.diocese.org/
http://www.emagazine.com/
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APARTMENTS FOR RENT

SETON MANOR

Newly Constructed

82 Unit Senior Citizen Residence
located at 185 Riverdale Avenue, Yonkers, NY 10705

(1/2 mile from Bronx line)

Affiliated with

St. Joseph’s Medical Center

Age 62 and Older

Section 8 Vouchers Welcome

Apartments Available Immediately

Some With River Views

Call immediately for information and to receive

an application

(914) 376-1400

County Legislator Michael 
Kaplowitz (D-I-WF, Somers) as 
the Board’s Vice Chair. Previously, 
Kaplowitz chaired the Budget and 
Appropriations Committee and the 
Environment Committee. Christina 
Seckerson was re-elected to the 
position of Clerk of the Board. 
   “I would like to thank my 
colleagues for giving me the 
privilege to serve as Chair for a 
third term. It is an honor to serve 
the people of this county as leader 
of their legislature,” said Ryan. 
   Ryan continued, “In recent years, 
we have been confronted with 
the toughest, most difficult issues 
and challenges to face our people. 
As the legislature, we’ve been in 
the thick of the action in all the 
major concerns. 2008 will be no 
different. We have a great story 
to tell and I believe we should 
use this 325th anniversary year 
to launch a program of education 
to let the people know what the 
county legislature does and exactly 
how well we do it. I will also ask 
the legislators to help me map out 
a course to explore ways we can 
improve how we operate.” 
   In his remarks, Kaplowitz said, 
“Thank you to all my legislative 
colleagues for their show of support 
in my election as Vice Chairman of 
the County Board.  I see the Vice 
Chairman position for what it is---a 
privilege and an opportunity.”  
   During his address, Chairman Ryan 
welcomed newly elected legislators 

Board of Legislators Elect Ryan to 
Third Term as Chair

Judge James Hurbert, Mike’ Kaplowitz, and wife, Jane Kaplowitz.

Judge James Hurbert, JoAnn Ryan (Bill’s wife) and Bill Ryan.

John Nonna (D-Mt. Pleasant), 
Lyndon Williams (D-Mount 
Vernon) and Peter B. Harckham 
(D-Bedford) to the Board. 

   The meeting was attended by 
U.S. Senator Chuck Schumer and 
Congresswoman Nita Lowey. 

   “The City of Mount Vernon 
welcomes Mayor Barbagallo back 
with open arms,” said Mayor Young.  
“Mayor Barbagallo exemplifies the 
spirit of Italian culture. His story, 
like so many other Italian families, 
is nothing short of remarkable. The 
Italian people have always been an 
essential part of our culturally-rich 
community, and they will continue 
to be.” 
   Since his return to Italy, 
Mayor Barbagallo has become 
an established and respected 
attorney and was elected Mayor 
of Mongrassano. During his 
first trip back to the U.S., Mayor 
Barbagallo wanted to pay homage 

Mayor Young Welcomes Mayor of 
Mongrassano, Italy at City Hall

From Page 1
to the land where he was born and 
to demonstrate the Italian spirit 
of cooperation between two great 
cities.
   “I returned to Mt. Vernon, the 
city of my birth, for the first time 
in more than 30 years this past 
week,” said Mayor Barbagallo.  
“This wonderful city, in such a 
great land has given me my start in 
life and I owe it my utmost respect 
and humble gratitude.  I want to 
thank C.I.A.O. and its president, 
Ralph A. Nudo for encouraging me 
to return. Furthermore, I sincerely 
thank Mayor Clinton Young for 
giving me the honor of meeting the 
mayor of this great city that will 

live in my heart forever. Walking 
the streets of this amazing and 
vibrant community has summoned 
my early childhood memories.  I 
left Mt. Vernon, New York, as a 
young child with many dreams and 
aspirations and never could have 
imagined that I would return as 
Mayor of Mongrassano, Italy, the 
city of my parent’s birth.”
   The historic event was attended 
by many local dignitaries including 
Westchester County District 
Attorney Janet DiFiore. Mayor 
Barbagallo has also extended an 
invitation for Mayor Young to visit 
the City of Mongrassano.

   The $79,325 grant, awarded by the 
Department of Homeland Security 
(DHS) Assistance to Firefighters 
Grants (AFG) program, will be 
used by the Sleepy Hollow Fire 
Department to purchase a vehicle 
exhaust system that will protect 
firefighters from dangerous and 
cancer-causing fumes generated 
when a fire truck is started.  
Because the most common cause of 
death among on-duty firefighters is 
heart attack, the grant will also be 
used to implement a comprehensive 
wellness and exercise program.
   The Assistance to Firefighters 

Federal Grant for Firefighter Wellness
From Page 1

Grants program awards funds 
directly to fire departments and 
nonaffiliated emergency medical 
service (EMS) organizations to 
enhance first responders’ ability 
to protect the health and safety of 
the public, as well as that of first-
responder personnel, with respect 
to fire-related hazards. Using a 
competitive process overseen by 
fire service experts, AFG grants 
are awarded to applicants whose 
requests best enhance ability to 
protect the public and first responder 
personnel. 
   Lowey, a member of the Homeland 

Security and Appropriations 
Committees, has worked to bolster 
programs that give first responders 
the training, equipment, and 
additional staff they need to respond 
to every potential emergency. 
   “This grant will enable Sleepy 
Hollow to protect firefighters from 
dangerous fumes and help keep 
our firefighters in good physical 
condition, including examinations 
to find out health concerns before 
there is a problem” said Chief John 
Korzelius. “The health and safety 
of firefighters and those we serve is 
our top priority.”

outdated items at any supermarket 
or store in Greenburgh. My email 
address is pfeiner@greenburghny.
com. 
   I believe that stiff penalties 
should be imposed on supermarkets 
or stores that sell outdated items. 
The health of our residents must 
always be given the highest priority 
attention.”
 
Paul J. Feiner 
Town Supervisor 
Town of Greenburgh 
177 Hillside Avenue 
Greenburgh, New York 10607
 
Dear Mr. Feiner – 
   I hope you’ll pardon the relative 
informality of an E-mail, but I 
wanted to communicate promptly 
regarding your letter to our store 
manager Gino Maselli, regarding 
to the code dating issues at the 
store that came to light recently 
– and also ask if you would be kind 
enough to forward this note to Mr. 
Gary Brown, Director of Consumer 
Protection. 
   Although we appreciate your 
invitation to attend a future Town 

Response to Complaint of Outdated 
Food Found at A&P in Greenburgh

Board meeting, the fact is that the 
corrective actions to remedy the 
u n a c c e p t a b l e 
situation at 
that store 
– and at other 
A&P-operated 
stores that 
were included 
in the County 
E x e c u t i v e ’ s 
survey – have already taken place. 
   As we said in our statement to 
media last week, the issue is for 
the most part one of discipline 
regarding the regular inspection of 
display cases to ensure the removal 
of items before their “sell-by” dates 
expire. Our operations management 
was disturbed by the findings 
of the survey and embarrassed 
by ensuing publicity, which we 
acknowledge was justified under 
the circumstances. We immediately 
deployed field management and 
store associates to correct non-
compliance issues across our store 
operations in the area, which of 
course included Greenburgh. Going 
forward, Mr. Maselli – and his 
counterparts in sister stores – are 

under instruction to make ongoing 
vigilance of code date compliance 

a priority 
consideration, 
as of course it 
should be. 
   From the 
standpoint of 
our customers 
and your 

cons t i t uen t s , 
the real proof our commitment 
will be the ongoing maintenance 
of our store and the products 
we sell, to ensure the quality 
standards we demand, and our 
customers expect and deserve. 
We certainly invite you to hold us 
to that standard in the future, and 
stand ready to directly answer any 
additional questions you may have.  
Thanks in advance for your 
consideration and understanding.  
 
Sincerely yours,
Richard P. De Santa 
Senior Director, Corporate Affairs 
The Great Atlantic & 
Pacific Tea Company, Inc. 

2 Paragon Drive, Montvale, NJ 07645 
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The Mayor’s Column
By Mary C. Marvin

Mayor of the Village of Bronxville

   In an effort to share information 
about all Village departments and 
functions, I thought it instructive 
to highlight the workings of our 
Village Court system.
   We have two elected justices, 
Chief Justice George C. McKinnis 
and Justice George R. Mayer, who 
by law must be Village residents.  
Both are elected for staggered four 
year terms, so that one judge is 
elected every two years.  They are 
assisted by Court Clerk, Michelle 
Pinto, and the staff in the Parking 
Violations Bureau.
   A graduate of Michigan Law 
School, Chief Justice McKinnis, 
has served 14 years on the Village 
Court.  His prior experience 
includes stints at Chadbourne and 
Park, ITT and Deltec Banking 
Corporation.  Judge McKinnis is 
currently a principal in McKinnis 
and Lapera specializing in high tech 
corporation law.  He also spent six 
years as volunteer Village Counsel 
to Mayors Murphy and Stein and 
was formerly on the Zoning Board 
of Appeals.
   Judge Mayer began his legal 
career as an Assistant District 
Attorney in New York City.  He 
was elected Village Justice in 2004 
to succeed Judge Alan Wentzel.  
Judge Mayer has devoted his career 
to specializing in criminal law as 
well as the general practice of law.
The Bronxville Village Court 
has jurisdiction over Criminal, 
Landlord-Tenant, Civil and Small 
Claims matters as well as Vehicle, 
Traffic and Ordinance violations 

including parking offenses.
   As a matter of New York State 
statutory law, all parking citations 
must be considered criminal 
citations in a Town or Village and 
fines can only be collected and 
handled by a Village Court.
   There are approximately 1,500 
Town and Village courts in New 
York State and Bronxville ranks 31st 
in revenue generation.  The Justices 
are responsible for the collection 
of all fines and penalties and their 
records are audited by the Village, 
the Office of Court Administration 
and the State Comptroller’s Office.  
They are also the ultimate appellate 
arbiters of all parking decisions as 
rendered by our Village Parking 
Court Master, Patricia Smith.
   Most importantly, the Village Court 
has preliminary jurisdiction over 
all criminal cases including capital 
cases.  Our judges have authority to 
arraign all felonies, misdemeanors 
and violations, set bail or commit 
defendants to jail and conduct 
preliminary hearings.  In addition, 
they have complete jurisdiction 
over misdemeanors and violations 
including conducting suppression 

hearings and trials, accepting pleas 
and imposing sentences.
   In Landlord-Tenant cases, Village 
Court has unlimited monetary 
jurisdiction and may award 
monetary damages, order a warrant 
of eviction or craft individual 
remedies.
   The Court’s jurisdiction is limited 
to $3,000 in Civil and Small 
Claims matters which encompass 
contract disputes, negligence cases, 
violations of State and Village 
laws and ordinances and vehicle 
violations including moving and 
parking violations.
   Our Village Justices are available 
24 hours a day, seven days a week 
for arraignments, bail hearings 
and search and arrest warrants.  
In addition they have a growing 
burden of mandated educational 
courses that they must attend each 
year. 
   The Court is in session every 
Wednesday in the Trustees Room at 
Village Hall.
   As illustrated above, the job of 
a Village Justice is very serious 
and time consuming and subject 
to vigilant oversight.  Our judges 
receive a stipend not commensurate 
with the amount of time and effort 
they devote to the Village.  A 
component of their jobs involves 
public service and volunteerism to 
the Village.  We are most fortunate 
to have intelligent, fair-minded and 
dedicated gentlemen serving our 
Village.

Let me share some good news 
with you... 
   As Chair of the Legislature, I’ve 
insisted on decisive county action 
to save the Westchester Medical 
Center from closing and keep you, 
the taxpayers, from getting stuck 
with over $250 million in debt.  
I’ve seen to it that a top-notch 
management team, along with 
effective cost-saving and revenue-
generating measures, are in place. 

Protecting Taxpayer Dollars
By Bill Ryan

Chairman of the Westchester County Board of Legislators

I’m making sure that the Medical 
Center’s turn-around, and its 
regular repayment of money owed 
the county, continues. 
Now the “new” good news: In 
a great vote of confidence from 
an independent outside source, 
Moody’s Investors Service, 
the renowned bond investment 
rating company, has upgraded 
Westchester Medical Center’s 
bonds, to investment grade Baaa3, 

and changed its outlook from 
“stable ” to “positive .” 
   Meanwhile, I’m still working with 
the Medical Center to strengthen its 
business operations and its world-
class health care delivery services.  
Moody’s said these continuing 
efforts played a major part in its 
upgrade decision.  I hope they’ll 
soon result in more good news I can 
share with you. 

mailto:pfeiner@greenburghny.com
mailto:pfeiner@greenburghny.com
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In Memoriam Notice   
Westchester Times Tribune publishes paid obituaries (In Memoriam) of people who have lived, worked, or have family in Westchester County. All notices must be received by Friday, by 12:00 Noon, for inclusion in the next 

week’s edition. Place a paid notice by directing email to WTTeditor@gmail.com.

Jean Sourenian (nee Roberts) of 
Yonkers died on Thursday, January 
3, 2008 at age 85. Born on August 
17, 1922 to Richard and Jane 
(McFarland) Roberts in Maspeth, 
NY, and was raised and educated in 
The Bronx; she had been a Yonkers 
resident since 1956. Mrs. Sourenian 
worked as a secretary for Joseph 
A. Kaplan and Sons of Yonkers 
for over 30 years, retiring in 1988. 

On October 1, 1943, she married 
Hrant Sourenian in Waco, Texas; 
he survives, living in Yonkers. 
Jean was a parishioner of St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church. Besides her 
husband Hrant, she is survived by 
her daughter Lynn (Jim) Romano 
of Red Hook, and a grandson, Brett 
Bonte. She was predeceased by her 
daughter, Gayle Sourenian who 
died in 1999 and her sister, Ruth 

Poverono. Funeral Services were 
held in St. Paul’s Episcopal Church; 
Interment, Ferncliff Cemetery. 
Whalen & Ball Funeral 168 Park 
Ave., Yonkers (914) 965-5488. 
www.whalenandballfh.com.

Bill Wiemers of Yonkers died 
peacefully early Tuesday morning 
after a yearlong battle with cancer. 

He recently celebrated his 69th 
birthday. A Saunders alumnus and 
US Navy veteran, Bill was a retired 
machinist and factory foreman 
who later worked as a BOCES 
bus driver for special education 
students. He was predeceased by 
his wife Lois (Cerone), and is 
survived by his three children - Bill 
Jr of Scarsdale, JoAnn Boscarino 
of Poughquag and John of the 

Bronx; his devoted son-in-law Rich 
Boscarino; his four grandchildren 
whom he dearly loved - Melissa, 
Richie and Kristen Boscarino, and 
Susan-Marie Wiemers-Siciliano 
of Eastchester; and countless loyal 
friends. A Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated at St. Elizabeth Ann 
Seton Church in Shrub Oak, NY; 
Interment followed at Rose Hills 
Memorial Park in Putnam Valley. In 

lieu of flowers, the family requests 
memorial donations to Mt. Pleasant 
Meals-on-Wheels, 63 Bradhurst 
Avenue, Hawthorne, NY 10532. 
Cargain Funeral Home, 418 Route 
6, Mahopac. 845-628-5655. www.
cargainfuneralhomes.com.

   Since the introduction of the 
screening test known as the Pap 
smear in the 1940s, the death rate 
for cervical cancer has dropped by 
more than 70 percent. Studies now 
show that cervical cancer is usually 
caused by a common, sexually 
transmitted virus– human papilloma 
virus, or HPV. While more than 100 
strains, or types, of HPV have been 
identified, only a few “high risk” 
strains can lead, in rare cases, to 
cervical cancer. 
“Few health issues rank higher 
in our communities than cancer 
prevention,” Senator Klein said. 
“New York State has the 4th 
highest rate of cervical cancer in the  
country. In the United States, more 
than 300,000 women are diagnosed 
with precancerous lesions that 
require further treatment.” 
   Senator Klein praised the clinic at 
Montefiore Medical Center which 
provides vaccination, education, 
and counseling for all women ages 
19-26 in order to both reduce the 
spread of the sexually transmitted 
disease and the potential onset 
of cervical cancer. It is the only 
such clinic in New York City and 
Westchester County. 
   By age 50, at least 80 percent 
of American women will have 
contracted HPV. Hispanic and 
African-American women are 
twice as likely to develop the cancer 
which is the sixth leading killer 
of women in the US, ten of whom 
die per day from the disease. In 
most instances the body’s immune 

Klein Champions Efforts to Protect 
Women Against Cervical Cancer

From Page 1
system clears the infection, but the 
virus typically does not present 
symptoms, so women are often 
unaware that they are infected. On 
average the clinic vaccinates about 
20-30 women per week, totally 
hundreds since March. Montefiore 
as a whole has administered more 
than 10,000 doses over the past 
year. That includes all age ranges 
(9-26). 
“Our goal is to reach the young 
women who need the vaccine most 
and let them know that this service 
is available,” said Mark Einstein, 
MD, director, Clinical Research, 
of Montefiore’s Division of 
Gynecologic Oncology, Department 
of Obstetrics & Gynecology and 
Women’s Health. “We want our 
patients to leave here vaccinated 
and better educated about HPV and 
the possible effects of this virus.”   
   “Many women ages 19-26, who 
are eligible to receive the vaccine, 
cannot get it from their providers, 
most of whom do not carry the 
vaccine,” added Dr. Einstein.  
“Additionally, 30% of women 
19-26 are under-or uninsured and 
access healthcare only if they 
need it.  It is imperative that these 
women take part in this important 
preventative measure to protect 
them from cervical cancer.  Our 
center can help underinsured 
women get vaccinated.”
   The clinic, which is located at the 
Montefiore Medical Tower at 1695 
Eastchester Road on the corner 
of Blondell Avenue, is open on 

Tuesday mornings from 9 am-12 
noon and Wednesday afternoons 
from 1 pm-5 pm. To schedule 
an appointment for vaccination, 
women should call 718-405-8390 
(Option 2). The vaccine can also be 
obtained for girls under 18 years and 
younger at Montefiore’s Pediatric 
and Adolescent Medicine Clinics.   
   To schedule an appointment 
for vaccination, call 718-405-
8390 (Option 2). The vaccine 
is also available for girls under 
19 years and can be obtained 
through Montefiore’s Pediatric and 
Adolescent Medicine Clinics. 
   Senator Klein added that New 
York has a statewide network 
of community-based breast and 
cervical screening partnerships to 
provide low-income, uninsured 
or under-served women with 
annual comprehensive screening 
exams and follow-up services. 
To learn more about program 
eligibility, Westchester residents 
can call, the Healthy Living  
Partnership of Westchester at (914) 
813-5255. 
    “It’s the start of a new year, a 
time when many will reflect on their 
health,” Senator Klein concluded. 
“Experts estimate that about one 
third of women recommended to 
have regular Pap smears do not. 
I urge any woman who may be 
unsure as to whether she needs 
cervical screening to speak with 
her healthcare provider. In this day 
and age, no one should miss the 
opportunity to protect themselves.” 

YONKERS, NY -- Dr. Bernadette 
Kappen of Yonkers, NY, has been 
named executive director of The 
New York Institute for Special 
Education (NYISE), effective 
January 3, 2008, John B. Rhodes, 
president of the board of trustees, 
announced. Dr. Kappen succeeds 
Dr. Eugene McMahon, who recently 
retired after more than 30 years of 
service to NYISE.  She plans to live 
on campus.
   NYISE, established in 1831, is 
one of the oldest and most respected 
schools in the nation that provides 
specialized services for children 
with disabilities.
   Prior to coming to NYISE, Dr. 
Kappen worked at Overbrook 
School for the Blind in Philadelphia 
for 25 years, serving as its director 
for 16 years.  While there, she 
helped to incorporate technology 
into daily activities and the school 
earned several national awards 

Dr. Bernadette Kappen Named 
Executive Director of NYISE

for this initiative. She also was 
instrumental in improving the 
campus’ physical accessibility to 
persons with disabilities.
   In her new post at NYISE, her 
main goal is to increase awareness 
of the Institute known on a local, 

state and national level.  
   “The Institute has an excellent 
reputation in providing quality 
education for those who are 
blind or visually impaired, for its 
Readiness Program and for the 
Emotional Support Program,” Dr. 
Kappen said.  “Moving forward, 
I would like to see staff members 
share their skills with others in the 
community through participation 
in conferences, writing, and 
welcoming visitors to the campus to 
showcase the wonderful work that 
is being done.”
   All children at the Institute, 
she adds, need to develop strong 
communication skills.  “One way 
to accomplish this is with access to 
appropriate technology,” she said.  
“I plan to help the Institute build 
upon its current program and offer 
technology that will create 21st 
century literacy skills and skills for 
employment.”

YONKERS, NY – Yonkers-based 
developer MetroPartnership has 
announced that Andrew Siano will 
join the MetroPartnership team 
as Property Manager of Metro92 
and 66main, its newest rental 
development.
   After a decade in the residential 
apartment industry, Andrew Siano 
is excited to join 66main in his new 
role as Property Manager. “I see this 
as a natural fit for my residential 
marketing and management skill 
set.  I am excited about applying 
my experience to this discerning, 
professional tenant base” says 
Siano.
   “I am thrilled to have Andrew join 
our team.  His energetic spirit and 
innovative ideas will bring a lot to 
the table,” says MetroPartnership 
partner, Ken Dearden. “He is a 
great asset to 66main.” 
   Mr. Siano has spent the last 10 
years developing and marketing 
senior living properties throughout 
Westchester County.  From 1998 to 
2005, Siano was with The Osborn 

Metro Partners Announce Andrew 
Siano Property Manager for New 

Yonkers Development

Retirement Community in Rye, NY.  
Mr. Siano played a significant role in 
successfully filling and maintaining 
98% occupancy with the Osborn’s 
188 Independent units, 105 Assisted 
Living Units, 84 Skilled Nursing 
beds, and expanding home care and 
short rehabilitation programs. In 
2005, he was named the youngest 
senior living Director of Marketing 
in Westchester County for The 
Woodlands at Ardsley. Over the 
next two years, Siano successfully 

increased the occupancy by 200% 
and revenue by 250%. 
   Siano is a graduate of Fordham 
University’s business school, where 
he majored in marketing.  Andrew 
currently lives in Larchmont, NY 
where he is a member of the Town 
of Mamaroneck Fire Department, 
Larchmont Beautification 
Association, and various local 
charities. 
   MetroPartnership is a real 
estate development and property 
management company based 
in Yonkers, New York. Their 
focus is building and managing 
“community-friendly” properties in 
urban areas. For more information, 
call 914-410-9090 or go to www.
metropartnership.com.
   66main is a brand new construction 
of loft-style rentals: Studio, one 
and two bedroom, from 500 to 
more than 1,200 sq. ft. For more 
information call 914-410-9090 or 
go to www.66main.com.

MOUNT VERNON, NY -- An 
ecumenical prayer service will be 
held on January 18, 2008, at 7 PM 
at The Wartburg Chapel to celebrate 
the start of a Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity. All are invited 
to attend as we pray together for 
peace and unity among people of 
all faiths.   
   A century ago, following the 
biblical admonition to “Pray Without 
Ceasing,” 1 Thessalonians 5:17, the 
Franciscan Friars and the Sisters 
of the Atonement at Graymoor in 
Garrison, NY, founded the Week 
of Prayer.  They have prayed for 
Christian unity, “without ceasing,” 
ever since.  Today Christians around 
the world celebrate the Week of 
Prayer with the encouragement of 
the World Council of Churches’ 
Faith and Order Commission and 
the Vatican’s Pontifical Council for 
Promoting Christian Unity. 
   The Wartburg Adult Care 

Ecumenical Prayer Service at The 
Wartburg Chapel to Celebrate the 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

Community is a not-for-profit 
Lutheran ministry serving people 
of all faiths with a full range of 
residential options and health-
related services for older area adults 
and their families. 

The Wartburg Chapel is located 
on the campus of The Wartburg 

Adult Care Community, off East 
Lincoln Avenue, near Exit 12 of 

the Hutchinson River Parkway at 
the Pelham/Mount Vernon border.  

For detailed directions, please visit 
www.thewartburg.org  
or call 914-699-0800.

DOBBS FERRY, NY -- Finally 
– answers to life’s most important 
questions. 
Our beliefs color the way we see 
the world and help us to make 
sense of the inevitable challenges 
that confront us. This February, 
the Rohr Jewish Learning Institute 
is set to unveil Beyond Belief, an 
intriguing new course at over 250 
affiliates across the globe. Beyond 
Belief provides an innovative look 
at the process whereby our lives are 
enriched and deepened by thinking 
about faith. Fresh, provocative, 
and insightful, Jewish Learning 
Insitute’s (JLI) new course is 
designed to help students take a 
closer look at how their beliefs 
can bring meaning to their lives 
and guide their choices in the real 
world.  
   “Many people grapple with 
fundamental questions of belief and 
its place in their lives,” explains 
Rabbi Silverman. “Beyond Belief 
reclaims faith as a uniquely Jewish 
value, while recognizing that it 
is not a static formulation to be 
unthinkingly accepted,” continues 
Rabbi Silverman “Jewish faith is a 
dynamic, powerful force within us 
that must be continuously fed by 
thinking, feeling, and doing.” 

Dobbs Ferry to Join Worldwide Release 
of “Beyond Belief”

New Course Explores the Role of Jewish Faith and  
Belief in a Modern World

   Beyond Belief draws on thirteen 
key principles of faith identified 
by Maimonides, the pre-eminent 
Jewish thinker. Students will 
examine the logic and role each 
principle plays in shaping their 
world view. Students will also have 
the opportunity to grapple with 
ideas that sometimes seem remote, 
and to gain insight into the process 
by which these and other beliefs 
are shaped and expanded. Taken 
together, these principles are a set of 
building blocks that allows students 
to construct a deep and nuanced 
understanding of what it means to 
live as a Jew. 
   “How does G-d communicate 
with us? Are we rewarded and 
punished for our behavior? Is 
there an afterlife? I am constantly 
called upon to provide the Jewish 
perspectives on questions that are 
asked by those of every religious 
faith,” says Rabbi Silverman. 
“Beyond Belief will provide insight 
into many of these questions. More 
importantly, however,” continued 
Rabbi Silverman, “this course will 
address the inner struggle that many 
people feel when considering issues 
of faith.” 
   This exciting new course will be 
offered at Chabad of the Rivertowns 

for six Tuesdays starting February 
5th.  The course costs $99, which 
includes a beautiful student 
textbook. “We are so sure that 
people will enjoy it” says Rabbi 
Silverman, “that we invite anyone 
interested to attend the first lesson 
free, with no obligation.” 
   Beyond Belief provides multiple 
pathways into the exploration of 
faith-building. Both thoughtful 
and practical, Beyond Belief is 
an innovative look at faith that 
should not be missed. Like all JLI 
courses, Beyond Belief presents 
the fundamentals of Judaism in a 
way that is both challenging yet 
accessible. Students will have the 
opportunity to encounter classic 
primary texts and engage in 
thoughtful, open discussion.
   The Jewish Learning Institute 
(JLI) is the adult education arm 
of Chabad-Lubavitch. Visit www.
myJLI.com for up-to-the-minute 
information about Beyond Belief. 
JLI courses are presented in Dobbs 
Ferry, NY under the auspices of 
Chabad of the Rivertowns. 

For further information, please 
contact Rabbi Benjy Silverman at 

914-693-6100 or 
chabadrt@verizon.net.

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- Joel H. 
Sachs, Esq. a Senior Partner with the 
White Plains law firm of Keane & 
Beane, P.C. was once again selected 
by “New York Magazine” as one of 
the New York metropolitan area’s 
Best Lawyers. 
   This is the third consecutive year 
that Mr. Sachs has been selected 
by New York Magazine as one 
of the New York Area’s Best 
Lawyers. He received the same 
recognition in 2006 and 2007 for 
his accomplishments in the area 
of environmental law. Mr. Sachs 
is the only attorney between New 
York City and Albany specializing 
in environmental law to be so 
honored by New York Magazine.  
He is also listed in the national 
publication, “Best Lawyers in 
America 2007-2008”, and he heads 
the environmental practice group at 
Keane & Beane, P.C.
   Joel Sachs formerly served as 
Chairman of the Environmental 
Law Section of the New York State 

Joel Sachs of Keane & Beane Named 
“Best Lawyer”

Bar Association, and in 2009 he will 
be Chairman for the Real Property 
Law Section of the New York State 
Bar Association. Mr. Sachs has also 
served as an Adjunct Professor of 
Environmental Law at Pace Law 
School for the past 25 years.  He 
writes and lectures extensively on 
environmental and land use law.  

For further information about Mr. 
Sachs and Keane & Beane, P.C., 
please visit the Keane & Beane 

Website at wwwkblaw.com or call 
914-946-4777.

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- The six 
Westchester County-owned golf 
courses closed after play on Sunday, 
January 13. For information on golf 

County Golf Courses Closed for the Season
course availability and reservations, 
please call the golf courses.
   The courses are Dunwoodie (914-
231-3490) and Sprain Lake (914-

231-3481), both in Yonkers, Maple 
Moor (914-995-9200) in White 
Plains, Mohansic (914-862-5283) 
in Yorktown Heights, Saxon Woods 

(914-231-3461)  in Scarsdale and 
Hudson Hills (914-864-3000) in 
Ossining.
   Weather permitting; the courses 

will reopen on Wednesday, March 
19, 2008. 

mailto:WTTeditor@gmail.com
http://www.cargainfuneralhomes.com/
http://www.cargainfuneralhomes.com/
http://www.NYISE.org
http://www.NYISE.org
http://www.NYISE.org
http://www.metropartnership.com/
http://www.metropartnership.com/
http://www.66main.com/
http://www.thewartburg.org/
http://www.myjli.com/
http://www.myjli.com/
mailto:chabadrt@verizon.net
http://wwwkblaw.com


JANUARY 17, 2008 PAGE 9WESTCHESTER TIMES TRIBUNE

Automotive • Horticulture

HALF OFF
(Presidential Paint Job & Value Prep, reg. $ 499.95)

Cannot be combined with other offers.

“ America’s BodyShop “ 

Guaranteed: Faster Turnaround, Cost Savings, Seamless Quality Repairs
1–5 years warranty

Hours; Mon- Fri. 8am – 6pm
Sat. 9am – 2pm

914-664-1444
801 SOUTH FULTON AVENUE,

MT, VERNON, NY

(Roadside Service Available
24 hours, 7 Days A Week)
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***Free Hotel Rooms On Your Next Vacation***
Enjoy “Three Exciting Days

&
Two Fun Filled Nights“

at Your Choice of “90” of the Best Resort

Destinations in North America
( $400.00 value)

a) Presidential b) Supreme c) Signature
With your purchase of any one of our three distinctive packages:

Offer Exp. 01/31/08

PackageSale on our Presidential

Guaranteed: Faster Turnaround, Cost Savings, Seamless Quality Repairs
1–5 years warranty
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Westchester’s Only Maaco Auto Collision Specialist

We opened our center on July 15th, 1991. At this time we are
the only MAACO Center in Westchester County and Bronx.
We are certified ‘CTNR ‘. That means our ‘Quality of Work ‘
match or exceed requirements from all Insurance Companies,
as far as, seamless collision repairs, fastest turnaround time in
the business, at discounted rates, without jeopardizing
industry standards. We are the leaders in complete paint
service, our warranties goes from 1 to 5 years. We also paint
trucks and cube and step vans. Please, come and see us.
Commercial and trade accounts are welcome.
Call: 914-664-1444, For Additional Information and Free
Quotes ! See below, our ‘Holiday “Vacation Getaway” Offer ‘

Roger Witherspoon is 
automotive columnist to the 

Dallas Examiner, Westchester 
Times Tribune, and Yonkers 

Tribune, among other media.

   The welcome sign was withdrawn 
from the highway slicing through 
Virginia’s Blue Ridge Mountains, 
replaced by a driving rain driven 
by winds whipping through the 
Shenandoah Valley at up to 50 miles 
per hour. Conditions did not change 
over the next 400 miles, with the 
rain and gusts slicing through 
Pennsylvania’s Poconos. The wide, 
graded, interstate highways were 
slick from about an inch of water 
and emergency crews struggled to 
keep up with a steady stream of 
accidents.
   These were the kinds of conditions 
which prompt some motorists to 
pull into the nearest motel and 
wait for a sunny day. But I was 
cross country cruising in a Suzuki 
XL-7, the largest of the Japanese 
carmaker’s SUV fleet, which was 
designed to be as comfortable and 
effective in the worst of weather as 
it was on a sunny summer day. 
   The experience starts on the 
outside of XL-7, a relatively sleek, 
low, streamlined frame for a full 
sized SUV. By avoiding the boxy 
frame common to many full sized 
SUVs with three rows of seats, 
the XL-7’s airframe slides through 

Shifting Gears
Long Range Cruising in Suzuki’s SUV

By Roger Witherspoon

the strongest, sudden, side blasts 
of air so you are not constantly 
fighting the wheel to maintain 
control. It helps that the XL-7 has 
electronically controlled all wheel 
drive and independent front and 
rear suspensions which constantly 
adjust to shifting road conditions.
   The rain in West Virginia dropped 
visibility to about three car lengths 
and I was cruising at about 50 miles 
per hour in the right lane when 
lights from a speeding, double-
trailer truck suddenly filled the rear 
windshield. There was no time to 
do anything but swerve sharply into 
the left lane as the truck roared by in 
a cloud of spray. It could have been 
an unstable transition – an SUV 
is not intended to be driven like a 
sports car – but the Suzuki handled 
like one, its 17-inch wheels firmly 
biting through the water-logged 
roadway while the traction control 
prevented even the slightest skid. 
If safety is a feature you look for 
when hauling your family around, 
you might want to add the XL-7 to 
your list.
   Inside, the guys with Suzuki’s 
crayons added a number of features 
to justify the $30,000 price tag. 

There is actual wood trim accenting 
the two tone leather seats, rather 
than the wood-like plastic usually 
found in vehicles in this price 
range. To make the long distance 
drive enjoyable, Suzuki added XM 
satellite radio to the AM/FM lineup, 
and an easy to use, touch screen 
navigation system.  There is also an 
MP3 and iPod connection, which 
lets you bring your own favorite 
1,000 or so musicians along for the 
ride. You can add a DVD player 
with wireless headphones, but only 

if you eliminate the sunroof and 
navigation system. 
   The XL-7 has three full rows of 
seats, though there is not much room 
between the second and third rows. 
The last row, therefore, is basically 
for passengers in child seats or 
youngsters who recently grew out of 
them. The first two rows, however, 
have enough room for the average 
NBA player to comfortably roll 
across the countryside. The driver’s 
seat is powered, while the rest are 
manually operated. But they are 

wide, padded, and comfortable on 
long hauls. The heat is especially 
appreciated on long trips. The front 
passenger seat, as well as the seats 
in the second and third rows, fold 
flat to turn the SUV into a cargo 
van.  And if the load is heavy, there 
is an automatic, hydraulic leveling 
function which prevents the XL-7 
from being off balance and sagging 
in the rear.
   The XL-7 has a remote ignition 
built into the key, which starts the 
engine and the climate control, 
and is effective up to 200 feet 
away.  That lets y9u sit comfortably 
inside your home on a winter day, 
point the key out of a convenient 
window and warm up the car. If the 
temperature is below 41 degrees, it 
automatically turns on the heat in 
the driver’s seat.      
   With the XL-7, Suzuki has packed a 
lot into a relatively low cost package. 
Rain or shine, it will comfortably 
take you wherever you want  
to go.
2008 Suzuki XL7 LTD  
MSRP:      $29,548
EPA Mileage:  15 MPG City   22 
MPG Highway
As Tested Mileage: 13.8 MPG 

City  19.2 MPG Highway
Towing Capacity:     3,500 Pounds
 
Performance/ Safety: 
3.6-Liter DOHC aluminum engine 
producing 252 horsepower and 243 
pound-feet of torque; electronic 
all wheel drive; 5-speed automatic 
transmission with manual shift 
mode; 17-inch chrome alloy 
wheels; fog lamps; anti-lock brakes; 
electronic brake force distribution; 
side curtain airbags. 

Interior/ Comfort: 
Remote keyless entry and ignition; 
AM/FM XM satellite radio; 6-disc 
CD and MP3 player; rear vision 
camera; touch-screen navigation 
system; tilt, leather wrapped 
steering wheel with fingertip audio 
controls; heated front seats; power 
tilt and slide sunroof; rear climate 
zone.

   If your New Year’s resolutions 
include changing your lifestyle to be 
healthier and more environmentally 
conscious, perhaps it’s time to make 
green resolutions that include actual 
greenery.  Initial Tropical Plants, 
www.initialplants.com, the leading 
provider of plants to businesses, 
has selected the top plants to keep 
business environments happier and 
healthier in 2008. 
   If you work in an office building, 
it is ideal to keep a plant right on 
your desk if possible as well as 
other areas through the office. In 
the list underneath you find seven 
plants which are recommended for 
a healthier and greener New Year. 
   Green plants bring us many 
benefits, both physiological and 
psychological. For some, just 
getting plants to live for the 
long term indoors is a challenge. 
Here are seven plants whose 
requirements are simply to satisfy. 
By incorporating any of these 
selections into your environment, 
the benefits will be yours to enjoy 
without lots of pampering and 
knowledge of horticultural details. 
Initial Tropical Plants’ top office 
plant picks for 2008 include:
ZZ plant (Zamioculcas zamiifolia) 
- The ZZ plant has thick fleshy 
stems and naturally glossy leaves. 
You may even think that the plant 
has been polished as it is so shiny. 
An amazingly beautiful aroid from 
Africa, the ZZ plant produces 2’-
3’ long pointed spears line with 
alternating shiny dark leaves. It is 
a great office or houseplant because 
it grows well in containers, can 
tolerate low humidity, low light, 

Keeping Green and Healthy in 2008
Top Plants to Keep Offices Healthier and Happier 

By Kenneth Brewer

and needs little water and little 
fertilizer.
Golden Pothos (Scindapsus 
aureus) - Native to Solomon 
Islands, Goldon Pothos, also 
called the Devil’s Ivy, is a low 
growing vine plant generally 
not over 18” tall unless grown 
on a pole. Easy to care for, the 
Golden Pothos can be kept 
virtually anywhere in the home 
or office. If there is enough 
illumnination to read by, you 
can grow a Golden Pothos in 
that location. About the only 
place a Golden Pothos won’t 
thrive is in direct hot sun or in 
total darkness.
Snake Plant (Sansevieria) - 
The Snake Plant is an easy-to-
grow exotic looking plant that 
thrives on neglect.  The Snake 
Plant can be used as an accent 
plant or in mass in planters or 
beds. The Snake Plant can be 
grown in high light, deep shade, 
and everywhere in between and 
tolerates low humidity, low 
water and low feeding. Few if 
any plants are as foolproof to grow.
Chinese Evergreen (Aglaonema) 
- Chinese evergreens are very 
tolerant plants that do well in a 
variety of settings. Several species 
are available, some with dark 
green leaves and others that are 
variegated. The Chinese Evergreen 
can flourish for years. They are 
popular houseplants and ornamental 
plants for offices and shopping 
malls because they are among the 
easiest plants to grow and maintain. 
They tolerate a wide range of light, 
as well as neglect, and are relatively 

resistant to pests. 
Peace Lily (Spathiphyllum 
wallisii) - An outstanding foliage 
plant that also produces beautiful 
white spathes, the peace lily should 
always be included when seeking a 
variety of indoor plants. 
   The Peace Lily, also known as 
White Sails, is an ideal office or 
house plant that will liven up a room. 
The Peace Lily is an herbaceous 
perennial which produces white 
flowers which resemble a cobra’s 
hood. Peace lilies are sturdy plants 
with glossy, dark green oval leaves 
that narrow to a point. The leaves 

rise directly from the soil. The long-
lasting flowers start out pale green 
and slowly turn creamy white as 
they open.  
Janet Craig - (Dracaena Janet 
Craig) - Native to tropical Africa, 
the Janet Craig, also known 
commonly as the Green Corn Plant, 
is widely used in the interiorscape 
trade. The Janet Craig is available 
in bush and cane form and as a 
braided tree. Plants are available 
from small starter plants to eight 
foot tall specimens. Dracaenas do 
not like fertilizer with annual feeds 
sufficient.   

Cast Iron Plant (Aspidistra 
elatior) - The Cast Iron Plant 
lives up to its name by being 
hardy and easy to maintain.  The 
Cast Iron Plant can be grown in 
a container as a porch or patio 
plant, or as an office or house 
plant. In landscapes, it is often 
used as a border or is planted in 
a drift around trees, or to fill a 
planter under an overhang. 
   Make a resolution to reduce 
your carbon footprint in 2008 
by incorporating plants into 
your working world.  Plants are 
installed in buildings because 
they look attractive and help 
to provide a pleasant, tranquil 
environment in which to work 
or relax.  Research has shown 
that healthy, well-maintained 
plants can improve air quality, 
reduce background noise and 
affect peoples’ behavior. Plants 
help to reduce the irritating 
background noise produced 
by talking, office equipment 
and reverberations from hard 
surfaces. Plants help to keep 

the air in buildings fresh and at an 
optimal humidity level. Make your 
2008 greener, healthier and more 
beautiful by incorporating plants 
into your workplace.  

Kenneth Brewer is the national 
technical and health & safety 

manager for Initial Tropical Plants 
based in Buffalo Grove, Illinois.  

He may be reached at:
 kcb@initialplants.com

http://www.initialplants.com/
http://www.google.com/search?hl=en&sa=X&oi=spell&resnum=0&ct=result&cd=1&q=Golden+Pothos+%E2%80%93+Scindapsus+aureus
http://www.google.com/search?hl=en&sa=X&oi=spell&resnum=0&ct=result&cd=1&q=Golden+Pothos+%E2%80%93+Scindapsus+aureus
mailto:kcb@initialplants.com
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Yonkers, New York

7$
Right Here  Right Now

Billion
in Development

Come Grow With Us
Did you know that $7 billion in development proj-

ects are happening right here, right now in Yonkers? 

The City of Yonkers features some of the broadest 

urban redevelopment plans in the New York Metro 

Area and is on the cutting edge of commercial, em-

ployment and investment opportunities for busi-

nesses just like yours. These exciting opportunities 

have been made possible by the Yonkers IDA.

We’re Here To Help
We offer qualified projects financial incentives in the 

form of sales and mortgage tax exemptions, real 

property tax abatments and tax exempt bonds.

Make Yonkers Your Next Stop
Call Ellen Lynch today!

470 Nepperhan Avenue, Suite 200
Yonkers, NY 10701

Phone (914) 509-8651
Fax (914) 509-8650

info@YonkersIDA.com

Mayor Phil Amicone, Chairman
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