
INSIDE
AUTOMOTIVE

Pg. 9

BUSINESS
Pg. 4

CAMPAIGN TRAIL
Pg. 1

CAREERS
Pg. 4

COMMUNITY
Pg. 5

CUISINE
Pg. 1

ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT

Pg. 6

EPIPHANY PARK
Pg. 2

FINE REPORT
Pg. 4

GOVERNMENT
Pgs. 1, 6

HEALTH
Pg. 6

HEZITORIAL
Pg. 1

IMMIGRATION
Pg. 1

LIKE KLOCKWORK
Pg. 3

NEW YORK CIVIC
Pg. 2

OP-ED
Pgs. 1, 2, 3

PEOPLE
Pg. 8

VETERANS
Pg. 1

WEIR ONLY HUMAN
Pg. 3

see Senator Clinton Pg. 4

see Yonkers IDA Approves Pg 6

see Pampering Made Perfect Pg. 9

see We Remember Pg.5

see The Hezitorial Pg. 2

The Hezitorial

see The Stars Align Pg. 5

TIMES TRIBUNE
Your World, Our Beat; Now You Know!WestchesterTimesTribune.Typepad.com Volume 3 • Number 71

Complimentary

JaNuary 24, 2008

WESTCHESTER

see Irish Movie Star  Pg. 7

Page 7

Show
Prep

Page  6

2008
Priorities

Epiphany 
Park

Page  2

Infusing Introspection 
into Loss, Fear,  
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EASTCHESTER, NY --Casa 
Brusco is more than a place to 
have a quick glass of wine and a 
light meal.  It’s a place to relax 
and savor the rustic cuisine of 
Northern Italy in a sleek, modern, 
and sophisticated setting. As 
patrons enter Casa Brusco they are 
welcomed by a hand-crafted mosaic 
of a caveja—the caveja, considered 
the Roman symbol of hospitality 
is the basis Casa Brusco’s essence. 
Guests will feel as they are whisked 
a world away with Casa Brusco’s 
authentic Italian hospitality. 

DUBLIN, IRELAND -- Irish actress 
Fionnula Flanagan has sensationally 
pulled out of this year’s US Ireland 
Alliance pre-Oscar awards in a row 
over the plight of the undocumented 

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- It was 
apparent that all those who had 
come to plan the 
Memorial Day 
Parade in New 
Rochelle were 
e n t h u s i a s t i c .  
More than 50 
veterans and 
s u p p o r t e r s 
gathered at 
the American 
Legion Post 8 
hall on January 
17.  Among those present were 
New York State Assemblyman 
George Latimer, Westchester 
County Legislator Vito Pinto, and 
New Rochelle Councilman Lou 
Trangucci, and  Kathy Gilwit, New 
Rochelle Communications and 
Marketing Manager.  Pinto said he 
would help in any way he could 
and he “doesn’t care if only a few 
hundred people are standing at the 
curb because they have a cause.”
   VFW Post 439 Commander Peter 
Parente, one of the organizers for 
this Memorial Day Parade which 
has been named “We Remember”, 

YONKERS, NY -- The Yonkers 
Industrial Development Agency 
(YIDA) announced that it has 
unanimously approved a non-
profit organization’s application 
to receive economic development 

Irish Movie Star 
Fionnula Flanagan Pulls 
Out of Pre-Oscar Party 

in Row Over 
Undocumented Irish

By Seamas Ryan

Mark Burnett, Roma Downey and Fionnula Flanagan at a US Ireland 
Alliance function. Photo by Alberto Rodriguez, courtesy of Berliner 

Studio/BEImages © and US-Ireland Alliance.
Irish in the US.
Ms. Flanagan - who was set to be 
honored by the US Ireland Alliance 

“We Remember” Parade 
Planned for New Rochelle

By Peggy Godfrey

said it was the first of several 
meetings for the public.  They 

are looking for 
volunteers who 
will meet once 
a month and 
participate in 
one of several 
c o m m i t t e e s 
such as floats, 
publicity, fund-
raising, parking, 
and a picnic 
event.  This 

effort is being supported by all the 
Veteran groups in New Rochelle 
and by the City of New Rochelle.
   On Memorial Day this year 
dignitaries will be speaking at 
Memorial Plaza on Memorial 
Highway.  Leading the parade will 
be the United Veterans Memorial 
& Patriotic Association, according 
to President David Hall.  He has 
looked at the floats and claims, “it 
is going to be a very good parade 
and a lot of people will be coming 
out.”  Fred London, Commander of 
the Purple Heart Chapter 31, who 

Yonkers IDA Approves 
Incentives for  

Non-Profit Center for 
Family Support

 Economic Subsidies to Create Residential 
Units for Developmentally Disabled Adults

incentives valued at up to $1.3 
million.  The recipient, The Center 
for Family Support, will use the 
funds to acquire property and 
construct a residential facility for 

PELHAM, NY -- The Pelham 
Picture House announced they will 
play host to a galaxy of stars and 
film industry luminaries at its third 
annual fundraising gala to be held 
Saturday, February 9,  at the Hilton 
Rye Town.  The historic theater is 
celebrating a “stellar” year which 
witnessed the introduction of new 
educational programs for New York 
City schools and hosted such stars 
as Tom Cruise, Sean Penn, Richard 
Gere, and Michael Douglas, each 
premiering his newest movie. 
   The gala evening will honor two 
film industry leaders.  Westchester’s 
own living legend, Jane Alexander, a 
four-time Oscar nominee appearing 
in films including Kramer vs. 
Kramer, All the President’s Men 
and The Cider House Rules, 
will receive the Harold Lloyd 
Lifelong Commitment to Arts and 
Community Award.  The Harold 
Lloyd Film Visionary Award will 
go to Bob Berney, president of 
Picturehouse, a major theatrical 
distribution and production 
company whose most recent release 
is the highly acclaimed La Vie en 

The Stars Align at The Picture House’s 
3rd Annual Gala

Major Film Industry Players and Beloved Local Stars to Help Historic 
Theater Celebrate Current Achievements and ”Project” the Future

Casa Brusco, 
Authentic 

Italian 
Artisanal 

Restaurant 
Comes To 

Eastchester

 SARANAC LAKE, NY -- We 
are in the Adirondack wilderness 
driving a winding road, snow 
covered evergreens forming a 
narrow passageway.  Ahead of us, 
an intricate gate fashioned from 
logs and branches and spelling out 
The Point.  After punching in a 
code, the gate opens very s-l-o-w-
l-y as if to say: “Take a deep breath. 
Relax. Let the wonders of this very 
special place envelop you.”   
   We’ve arrived at The Point, the 
last of the Great Camps of the 
Adirondacks, considered by many 
to be the premiere resort in the 
country and Conde Nast Traveler’s 

Pampering Made Perfect 
at The Point

By Barbara Barton Sloane

highest rated property. From the end 
of the Civil War to the beginning of 
the great depression, Gilded-age 
magnets built magnificent mansions 
made of logs and collectively called 
the Great Camps.  The Point was 
built as a private retreat for the 
William Avery Rockefeller family 
between 1930-33 by the prominent 
Adirondack camp architect William 
Distin.  It is situated on a 75 acre 
peninsula jutting into Upper 
Saranac Lake and today consists 
of a main lodge and 11 distinctive 
and delightfully decorated rooms 

   A trigger was cocked releasing the 
bullet that would expunge the young 
life of 22 year old 
Tyrone Bergmann 
by spilling his blood 
in the vicinity of 
Raleigh Valentine 
Townhouses in 
Colonial Heights 
Monday night, 
January 14, 2008. 
Yonkers police have 
not yet ascertained 
what provoked 
the involvement 
of a minimum of 
three people in 
the shootout in which Bergmann 
expired, becoming the first person 
to be killed in Yonkers this year.
   The vitality of youth, devoid of 
fear, instills a naïveté among all 
young people despite our knowing 
life’s precarious vicissitudes. Will 
we be brought closer to our final 
breath by the happenstance of a 
speeding bullet or will we earn its 
wrath for reasons we do not fathom 
or despite our living in denial? The 
question may not have arisen in 

Mr. Bergmann’s mind, but it is the 
question first heard being asked 

alongside the blood-
stained reality from 
which he could not 
rise to tell us what 
really happened and 
why. 
   Mr. Bergmann is 
said to have lived a 
life not wanting for 
creature comforts; 
driving a BMW and 
donning any number 
of Air Jordans he 
so chose. Yet the 
c o m m o n p l a c e 

depravity thought to be sequestered 
to the west side of Yonkers 
had intruded into an east side 
community whose expensive 
homes where not protected 
from the Grim Reaper’s Scythe. 
   Upon being advised of the 
killing, Yonkers City Councilman 
John Murtagh, representing 
District 5, said he received 
quality-of-life complaints about 
the housing complex in the past, 

NEW YORK, NY – Senator 
Hillary Clinton, leading clergy and 
community leaders voiced their 
support for Local 32BJ’s campaign 
to raise standards for private 
security officers at an event at the 
Manhattan Center honoring the life 
of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  
Brooklyn Congregations Together, 
a group of eleven churches in 
central Brooklyn, co-sponsored the 

Senator Clinton, Leading 
Clergy, Community Leaders 
Support Local 32BJ “Stand 

for Security” Campaign
Call-to-Action Event Honors Legacy of 

Martin Luther King, Jr.

Senator Hillary Clinton with security officers

event with Local 32BJ on the eve of 
Dr. King’s birthday.
   “Dr. King taught us that civil rights 
and economic justice go hand-in-
hand,” said Michael Fishman, Local 
32BJ President.  “Our campaign for 
justice for security officers – who 
earn poverty-like wages protecting 
million dollar buildings – is an 
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New York Civic

Infusing Introspection into Loss, Fear, and Politics

NEW ROCHELLE, NY – Yonkers 
Mayor Phil Amicone is our guest 
this Tuesday morning, January 29, 
2008, on the On the Level with 
Hezi Aris radio program heard 
on your radio dial from 10 AM 
through 11 AM show, on WVOX-
1460 AM radio, or by way of live 
streaming audio technology on 
your computer.
   For those who can’t get enough 
radio, consider listening to Hezi 
Aris this Thursday, January 31, 
at 8:30 am, when he weighs in 
on events impacting Westchester 
politics with Bob Marrone, host of 
Good Morning, Westchester. Join 
Bob Marrone every day from 6:00 
am through 9:00 am during your 
daily commute, Monday through 
Friday.
   The call-in talk show format 
invites your perspective; share your 
thoughts. Call us at 914-636-0110. 
Those who call are asked to please 
stay on topic.

Let Him Be; He Doesn’t Know
Media Faults Mayor for His Uncertainty on Presidential Run

  
By Henry J. Stern

but never involving bloodshed. 
   Standing by the crime scene, 
Murtagh said, “Certainly, what 
happened… is very unfortunate. 
Nobody is happy to have this type 
of incident. It proves that it [the 
Raleigh Valentine Townhouses 
complex] does not belong in a 
middle-class residence.” Murtagh’s 
comment divulged sentiment said 
to be long removed from Yonkers’ 
psyche, instead its utterance would 
debride a formed scab exposing a 
gaping, bleeding wound. Murtagh 
had defined his position with regard 
to low income and affordable 
housing and the people who inhabit 
them as unwanted.
   His comments would draw 
Yonkers City Council President 
Chuck Lesnick to reveal his 
position regarding housing when 
he said, “For Councilmember 
Murtagh to state that he doesn’t feel 
families and people of lesser means 
should be housed in a middle class 
neighborhood is unfortunate and 
harkens back to an ugly era in 
Yonkers’ past. Sadly, this type of 
violence is epidemic nationwide, 
and our City has to continue doing 
everything it can to get guns off the 
streets and to reduce crime.  All 
Yonkers residents deserve safe and 

sanitary living conditions.”   
   Yonkers was polarized. A line of 
outrage was forming among racial 
lines.
   Murtagh was pressing Lesnick’s 
buttons; Lesnick believing he was 
taking the high road said, “This 
is not about politics; it is about 
human decency and respect.  As 
Martin Luther King, Jr. said forty 
years ago, History will have to 
record that the greatest tragedy of 
this period of social transition was 
not the strident clamor of the bad 
people, but the appalling silence of 
the good people.”
   But it is about politics. Along the 
Yonkers Pier, Murtagh was joined 
by Yonkers City Councilwoman 
Patricia McDow who was smarting 
from the redundant pain, suffering, 
and loss of life in the streets. Her 
personal anger with Lesnick over 
her loss of title as Majority Leader 
to Sandy Annabi had weakened 
her interest in defending fellow 
Democrat Lesnick, choosing instead 
to align herself with Murtagh. She 
had become a pawn in Murtagh’s 
chess game yet was unaware of her 
being played.
   Within esoteric political circles, 
McDow is known to be seriously 
contemplating to challenge Lesnick 

by primary in his upcoming re-
election effort for City Council 
President. The Yonkers City 
Democrats have yet to fully mend 
a growing disenchantment with 
Lesnick which percolated to the 
political forefront on January 
2, 2008 when the Yonkers City 
Council decided the majority 
leadership and minority leadership 
within its chambers. 
   As the platitudes abound to 
fulfill one newsbyte after another, 
tempers are flaring. Few are at a 
loss to recognize that Murtagh is 
assisting Dee Barbato to emerge 
as a fit candidate for Yonkers City 
President if Murtagh can engineer 
a lasting rift between Lesnick and 
McDow  to reveal two weakened 
candidates hoping to ward off 
the oft-mentioned Republican 
challenger. 
   As Nero fiddled while Rome 
burned, so Murtagh plays with 
Yonkers pained populations 
constrained only by civilizing 
behavior as the political chess 
board is played to their anguish and 
beyond their control.  
   While the opportunity for 
discourse is evident, none of the 
protagonists have asked for a think 
tank of minds to create a calming 

salve of workable solutions to 
satisfy an entire society of men, 
women, teens, and children. 
   The challenge of our times 
calls for leadership. The strain of 
economic uncertainty, the loss of 
real estate valuations, too often 
pit people against each other. 
Now is a propitious time to define 
our expectations of government, 
industry, each other, our children, 
and our neighbors to gain an 
understanding of the issues that 
each of us face in different degrees 
and how we may assist each other 
to move the equation forward to 
our mutual benefit.  Naysayers 
will not wish to rise above the 
fray yet a gathering among trusted 
associates such as neighborhood 
associations and then a hearing with 
a representative of each may final 
heal the divide among Yonkersites 
and define a vision worthy of our 
name.
It is a daunting task; it must be 
forged. It can and must begin in 
Yonkers.
   Condescension, derision, or 
ridicule will not do. Compassion, 
enlightenment, ethics, and morality 
will.

   The past two weekends brought a 
torrent of news stories and columns 
to the effect that the public was tired 
of Mayor Bloomberg’s flirtation 
with a presidential candidacy and 
that he should make up his mind 
now as to whether he will run.
   This came after months of reporters 
asking him, wherever he went, 
whether he would run for President, 
followed by his consistent denial 
of any such aspiration. At the same 
time his capable Deputy Mayor, 
Kevin Sheekey, was telling people 
that the mayor was preparing for a 
race.
   The true answer to that question 
lies is somewhere between the 
mayor’s and deputy mayor’s 
statements. Bloomberg may run, 
but has not yet made that decision. 
The principal reason he has not yet 
made up his mind should be obvious 
to everyone.  One does not launch 
a third-party candidacy (and spend 
a billion dollars) until one knows 
who the major parties’ nominees 
will be. That will not be known 
before Super Tuesday (February 5), 
and possibly not even then, if the 
states split closely between Clinton 
and Obama. The Republicans 
have just as many primaries as the 
Democrats on that day, and there are 
five candidates left there, McCain, 
Romney, Huckabee, Giuliani and 
Thompson.
   A third party candidate faces 
obstacles getting on the ballot in all 
fifty states. Some states have higher 
barriers than others. Some day it 
will become an issue whether, in 
Federal elections such as President, 

Vice President, Senators and 
Members of Congress, the states 
can construct unreasonably strict 
barriers to candidates who are not 
from the major parties. New York’s 
rules are of intermediate difficulty; 
an independent candidate must 
secure 15,000 valid signatures, with 
at least 100 from each of a majority 
of the Congressional districts in 
the state. So if one has 100,000 
supporters in 10 counties, one does 
not make the ballot. Many other 
states have even more rigorous 
requirements for ballot access. 
   It is the press that has helped to 
build the Bloomberg boomlet: He 
travels around the country, speaking 
on issues, to try to make himself a 
national figure so that he will have 
some recognition before he decides 
whether to run. Then comes the 
major media buy, if he goes.
   DIGRESSION: I clearly 
remember the first time I saw the 
name “Bloomberg.” I was driving 
on the Major Deegan Expressway 
where it crosses the South Bronx 
at 134th Street.  I looked out the 
window at a billboard, and it said, 
in large black letters in Helvetica 
type, upper/lower case, simply 
“Bloomberg.”  I wondered, who 
is this man who puts his name on 
a billboard?  Especially, a name 
like Bloomberg, definitely not a 
Mayflower arrival.   
   Looking more closely, I saw 
in the small print that the sign 
mentioned a radio station, which 
Bloomberg happened to own. Its 
call letters were WBBR (Rule 10 - 
“I wonder why.”) and its frequency 

is 1130 am.  Now when I was a 
kid, 1130 was WNEW, and its big 
program was “The Make-Believe 
Ballroom.” It called itself the 
“World’s Greatest Radio Station,” 
which came from Chicago, where 
the radio station owned by the 
Chicago Tribune, received the call 
letters WGN (for “World’s Greatest 
Newspaper”). At that time, the 
Tribune owned the Daily News.  
   The News was founded in 1919 
as an illustrated tabloid by Joseph 
Medill Patterson, cousin of Col. 
Robert R. McCormick, who owned 
the Chicago Tribune.  McCormick, 
a staunch isolationist, was the grand 
nephew of Cyrus McCormick, who 
invented the reaper, and whose 
company became, through merger, 
International Harvester. Patterson’s 
sister, Eleanor (Cissy) Patterson, 
co-founded Newsday on Long 
Island in 1940. The News has been 
owned since 1993 by Mortimer 
Zuckerman. The Times was not the 

only family-owned newspaper in 
New York.
   No one should underestimate 
Mayor Bloomberg’s ability to attract 
and retain public attention. or to 
bring his message to any voter with 
eyes and ears. The chance of his 
becoming President of the United 
States is remote. But it is not as 
remote as his chance, as a private 
citizen never having held public 
office, of being elected to succeed 
Mayor Giuliani. If one had asked 
then who the mayor elected in 
2001 would be, the chances are one 
would have predicted a Democratic 
officeholder. In fact, that prediction 
would be the majority view until 
late in October, 2001.
   The prospect of the mayor’s 
candidacy depends on the other 
nominees. The least likely scenario 
for him to run, in our judgment, 
would be a Clinton-McCain contest. 
The most likely could be a match 
between Edwards and Huckabee, or 
Obama and Romney. We are simply 
parsing the possibilities.
   The truth is: who knows? 
   How can the mayor decide 
whether to run before the two 
parties’ primaries determine 
who his opponents will be? He 
is not running because he has an 
irresistible desire to be President, 
he would run if he believes the 
other candidates are unsuitable 
for one reason or another. Itt was 
characteristic of the mainstream 
media, who speculated endlessly as 
to the possibility of his candidacy, to 
determine that the time had arrived 
to pull the plug, and to solicit public 

sentiment to that effect. There is no 
evidence that the city is any better 
or any worse governed because of 
his periodic absence. 
   This article has tried to examine 
one example of the effect of the 
media on elections, particularly 
primaries. They create momentum 
for a candidate and then they take 
it away. We are not suggesting that 
they make up the news, but they 
do exaggerate small matters, and 
follow each other like a wolfpack 
seeking its prey (or quarry, if you 
like). That is why it is so satisfying 
when the voters of a state like New 
Hampshire trip up both the pollsters 
and the journalists.
    I have no idea who will win 
which primary. I do not believe, at 
this point, that the mayor will run 
for President, but that may change 
depending on future events. I do 
believe that the media that fanned the 
flames of his candidacy should leave 
him alone until he makes a decision.  
If they think the Bloomberg story is 
a tease, they should ignore him. The 
media should not, however, beat 
him up for not committing himself 
to a race before he knows who his 
adversaries will be.

Henry Stern is president of New 
York Civic 

(www.NYCivic.org) and a blogger 
on public issues.

 
He was New York City’s Parks 
Commissioner for fifteen years 

under Mayors Koch and Giuliani.
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Dr. King’s Legacy Is Undeniable 
By Bob Weir

Telling It Like It Is, Is a Major Political No-No
 

By Joe Klock, Sr.

Letters to the Editor

   Given the past record of political 
campaigns run by the Clintons, 
it was bound to happen. The very 
same couple who coined the 
phrase, “the politics of personal 
destruction,” have been the ones 
most guilty of engaging in it. Last 
year, Clinton surrogate, Senator 
Harry Reid of Nevada attacked 
Rush Limbaugh on the floor of the 
Senate by distorting the meaning of 
Limbaugh’s comment about “phony 
soldiers.” Iowa Senator Tom Harkin, 
another Clinton crony, wondered 
aloud, also on the Senate floor, if 
Rush is, “high on drugs again?” 
The Clintons are notorious for 
getting others to do their dirty work 
for them as they flash benevolent 
smiles and remonstrate against 
the “vast right-wing conspiracy” 
whenever a camera appears. In the 
past, they’ve been able to vanquish 
opponents with their “war room” 
mentality, inspired by former 

strategists, James Carville and Paul 
Begala.  
   But never before have they been 
in the type of political life and death 
struggle as they now face against 
Senator Barack Obama. Every bit 
the liberal that Senator Clinton is, 
Obama is much more likable and 
has a lot less baggage than the 
former First Lady. In addition, his 
gift of oratory is being compared to 
JFK and MLK. The Illinois Senator 
has captured the imagination of 
many young voters, plus a sizeable 
chunk of Independents and longtime 
Democrats. With Hillary Clinton’s 
aura of inevitability melting faster 
than snow on a Texas driveway, is 
the once dynamic duo prepared to 
break out the racist innuendo to stop 
the African-American juggernaut 
who stands in the way of their 
return engagement on Pennsylvania 
Avenue?   
   Although this might be a good 

opportunity to pile 
onto the criticism 
being leveled at 
the New York 
Senator, I would 
be disingenuous 
if I did so without 
good cause. As 
much as I think 
Ms. Clinton 
would be a disaster as a president, 
I don’t think it’s fair to label her, 
or her husband as racists based on 
some poorly chosen comments 
lately. When Mr. Clinton said that 
Obama’s candidacy is a “fairy tale,” 
some blacks were upset, ostensibly 
because it appeared that he was 
saying the idea of a black president 
was a fairy tale. There’s more than 
a little irony in seeing Bill Clinton, 
once affectionately referred to by 
African-Americans as “the first 
black president,” rushing to Al 
Sharpton’s radio show to do damage 

control about his 
perceived anti-
black comment.  
   Another gaffe 
can be attributed 
to New York 
Attorney General 
and Clinton 
s u p p o r t e r , 
Andrew Cuomo, 

who recently used the term, “shuck 
and jive,” when referring to Obama’s 
handling of the media coverage 
of his race. When criticized for it, 
Cuomo said it was just a synonym 
for “bob and weave.” Then there’s 
the comment made by Hillary just 
before the New Hampshire Primary 
about Obama being an inspirational 
speaker, but that he has “not done 
the kind of spadework” to back it 
up. Last Friday, radio talk show 
host, Mike Gallagher, speaking 
with call-in guest, Chris Wallace 
of Fox News Sunday, implied 

there was a racist component to 
her remark. Sure, if a Republican 
used that word toward Obama, 
blacks would call for a resignation, 
if not an execution. Nevertheless, 
they would be just as wrong for 
attempting to read someone’s mind 
instead of their record.  
   I think we can disagree with the 
Clintons without parsing every 
word to find an utterance that can 
be viewed as bigoted. For example, 
when Hillary recently said, “Dr. 
King’s dream began to be realized 
when President Lyndon Johnson 
passed the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 
It took a president to get it done,” 
she was deemed by many blacks 
as diminishing the influence Dr. 
King had on the historic legislation. 
Evidently, the comparisons between 
Obama and King have resonated 
alarmingly with Ms. Clinton, 
hence, she would like to point out 
that inspirational speeches were 

not enough to get the job done; the 
person in the White House had to 
do it. 
   It would be a stretch to impute 
racism to that statement, but it 
certainly can be seen as whitewashing 
(oops) the accomplishments of an 
American icon who, more than any 
single individual, is responsible 
for arousing the conscience of a 
nation and ending the shameful 
apartheid that this nation had 
accepted for a hundred years after 
the emancipation. The Clintons 
would do well to steer clear of any 
statements that tend to deprecate 
Dr. King’s legacy.  

Bob Weir is a contributing 
columnist to Yonkers Tribune and 

Westchester Times Tribune.  
BobWeir777@aol.com.

   They must think we voters are 
dumb, naive, gullible, apathetic, 
hopeless, or all of the above 
- and maybe they’re right. 
   Listening to, and reading the 
words of, the leading candidates 
for presidency of the obviously 
Divided States of America, one 
(this one, anyway) sorrowfully 
concludes that they’re all playing 
the Daddy Warbucks game. 
   Heads-up to younger folk: He 
was the comic strip character who 
tap-danced into and out of the life 
of Little Orphan Annie, beginning 
in 1924, coupla years before I was 
born. Richer than Croesus and bald 
as an M&M, he was magnanimous 
in his promises but curiously 
unwilling to expand Annie’s 
wardrobe beyond a single, shapeless 
monochromic frock until their recent 
resurrection in a Broadway musical. 
   Pause here for a tad of trivium: 
DW earned his name and his “$10 
Zillion” fortune as a munitions 
monger during World War I 

(the war-to-end-all-wars which 
preceded World War II, et sequitur). 
   The Warbucks modus operandi 
was somewhat similar to that 
of our current crop of would-
be chief executives, who are 
long on promises, but short on 
delivery and blind to the more 
ominous of our national realities. 
   Take our economy, for example: 
Anyone even minimally using 
their eyes, ears and brains 
must be aware that America is 
living far beyond its means, if 
not spending itself into future 
bankruptcy, with the worst of that 
fiscal self-destruction yet to come.  
   As you read this (and prepare 
to weep), the vanguard of our 
Baby Boomers are reaching early 
retirement age, while our Social 
Security “fund” is nothing more 
than a mounting pile of IOU’s, 
increasingly held by our “trading 
partners” in Europe, Asia and 
the Middle East. This truth is not 
even muttered during exchanges 

of fire and ire 
in the present 
c a m p a i g n s . 
   The        
“ en t i t l emen t s” 
expected by our 
post-war “begats” 
are treated by 
politicians like 
sacred vows, to 
be violated at 
the cost of their 
“assituations” in 
various seats of power, blithely 
refusing to face this stark reality: 
The only ways to avoid a massive 
train-wreck on the track ahead is to 
reduce benefits and/or raise revenues 
- neither of which course is likely to 
be suggested this side of Election 
Day. Reality, it would seem, is to 
remain unwhispered until thereafter. 
   Mutually acknowledged on both 
sides of the aisle (as well as at every 
gin mill, cocktail party, cookout and 
kaffeeklatsch in the land) is the fact 
that hordes of illegal immigrants 

are in our 
midst and more 
arriving daily. No 
candidate worthy 
of the shame is 
bereft of a sober 
recognition of 
the problem, nor 
willing to propose 
measures which 
are both remedial 
and immediately 
d o a b l e , 

even if unpalatable to 
certain pressure groups.  
   Mismanagement and misdirection 
of public funds is also seen by all 
hands (some of them covertly in 
the cookie jar) as an unspeakable 
outrage, even as they pander 
to predatory lobbyists, their 
campaign contributors and 
ideological ditto-heads. Pork and 
prejudice are still dietary staples 
on our governmental menu. 
    While our mounting public 
debt continues to swell like an 

Oktoberfest beer belly, with health 
costs as a major contributor, some 
(happily not all) candidates dangle 
free and universal care as a cure-
all for all physical misery, ignoring 
the fact that socialized medicine 
has been an inefficient boondoggle 
wherever it has been adopted.  
   People who can’t afford health 
care (or food or shelter) should 
be helped, of course. No others, 
though, should be forced or enticed 
into government dependency. 
That just ain’t and never was the 
American way of life, liberty 
and the pursuit of happiness. 
   We’re already hunker-deep in 
hock to other world entities, being 
gouged by oil-rich friends who 
make enemies unnecessary and 
hanging a cruel burden of debt on 
our children, grandkids and beyond, 
possibly for several generations. 
   Meanwhile, foreigners are buying 
into our banking and industrial assets, 
using the bitter fruits of our trading 
deficits and depreciated currency. 

   The culprits? Certainly among 
them are the incumbents, on 
whose watches the problems have 
remained unsolved. This would 
include a president who failed 
to unite differing parties and the 
legislators who reignited, rather than 
negotiated away their differences. 
   Equally guilty are those among 
us who live wastefully, save 
marginally and spend like there’s 
no tomorrow, following no leaders 
courageous enough to make 
us aware that there are always 
prices and pipers to be paid. 
   Leapin’ lizards, as Annie would 
exclaim, maybe we ARE, as the 
candidates seem to think,” all of the 
above!”
 
Freelance wordworker Joe Klock, 

Sr. (joeklock@aol.com) is a 
winter Floridian who summers 
in New Hampshire. More of his 
“Klockwork,” can be found at 

www.joeklock.com.

During One’s Slumber
 
  Regarding the January 17, 2008 
edition of The Westchester Times 
Tribune and open letter to Janine 
Rose, written by Curt Stewart, 
Coordinator of Supporters of Mayor 
Davis of Mount Vernon.
   Let me be the first to welcome 
you, Mr. Stewart, to the Twenty 
First Century, a new millennium 
and the year 2008. And also thank 
you for your impromptu history 
lesson of The United States. It is 
sad and unenviable, that much like 
Ichobod Crane in Sleepy Hollow, 
you have lay dormant, sleeping for 
a long period of time. It’s a shame, 
because you have missed so much 
during your slumber, with your feet 
and mind, frozen in time.
I have so great news for you. Both 
a black man and a white woman 
are actually front runners for the 
Presidency of The United States in 
Election Year 2008. Not only that, 
but one black man beat out another 
black for Mayor of Mount Vernon 
in the recent 2007 mayoral race, but 
in truly a marvel of the American 
Justice system, some folks have 
actually crafted a lawsuit of the 
results of the campaign, intimating 
yet another example of Black on 
Black Crime. Boxing promoter 
Don King is beaming right now, 
extolling
“Only in America”.
   You have, no doubt studied well, 
Mr. Stewart, before falling asleep 
at the wheel, as the world moved 
forward without you. But I am 
hoping beyond hope that you are 
not trying to equate Ernie Davis 
with any of the names mentioned 
in your letter of renowned, integrity 
conscious Black Men of this 
country. J. Edgar Hoover, as you 
noted, was a complete scoundrel, 
with enough skeletons in his 
closet, to fully dress thousands 
of celebrants at the Annual West 
Village Halloween Parade. Yet 
and still, Hoover was an equal 
opportunity scoundrel, targeting 
not only the very Reverend Martin 
Luther King, Marcus Garvey, Paul 
Robeson, but also John F. Kennedy, 
Robert F. Kennedy, and anyone he 
damn well well chose, and the list 
is enormous, and filled fille black, 
white, gray, young old, making 
Senator Joseph McCarthy look like 
Tinkerbell in comparison. 
   But Ernie Davis is no Malcom 
X, no Reverend King, not even a 
Bob Marley! This is not to say, he 
did not serve competently while as 
Mayor of Mount Vernon, because 
he did, for as long as he could, as 
best as he could, until it was time 
for him to step off, retired by the 

vote of a huge majority of Mount 
Vernonites, citing a need for change, 
direction and new leadership. 
Your letter inappropriately and 
incorrectly stated that Mayor Davis 
“played by the rules” in providing 
information, and records endlessly 
pleaded for by The City Council. 
Mayor Davis consistently turned a 
deaf ear and a turned back, to the 
City Council, as they searched for 
answers and figures to help steer 
the ship correctly.  This can be 
called a lot of things, but “playing 
by the rules” ain’t one of them! In 
fact, many requests for records and 
bookkeeping, from Mayor Davis’ 
office and those of his appointed 
department heads, remain in 
question. The final straw was 
Mayor Davis completely turning 
his back to the incoming mayor, a 
prudent, dignified of any prudent 
public servant whose claim is a 
devotion to a city, making transition 
difficult, but not impossible, by 
Mayor Clinton Young. What this 
means, essentially, that Mayor 
Davis, instead of living as a man 
of true integrity, in participating in 
the transitional process, left Mayor 
Young the task of both undoing 
Ernie’s past, while instituting 
his own vision and methods of 
governing. 
   Just to bring you up to date, Mr. 
Stewart, State Police no longer sic 
dogs on peaceful protest marches 
anymore. The Panthers have been 
replaced by The Crypts and The 
Bloods, City Hall in Mount Vernon 
is filled to the brim with African 
Americans, Latinos, Caucasians 
and the Police Commissioner is 
Asian. Quite probably, the People 
of The United States will be led by 
a woman or an African American 
for the next four years.
I hope you enjoyed your long nap. 
There is so much you have missed 
along the way. 
The only tragic part of all of this is, 
I used to be able to ALMOST dunk 
the ball in the South Side Boys 
Club gym, proving white men can 
jump, but now, I am, lucky if I can 
even touch the net. I used to have 
some hops, and they came in handy, 
but better than any leaping ability, 
I had the ability to walk, from the 
60’s-70’s-80’s…right into 2008, 
carrying with me, all the pertinent 
lessons of struggle right along with 
me, forgetting nothing I witnessed 
and participated in, along the way. 
I needed every single hard earned 
lesson too, to appreciate and know 
in my heart, what a New Day 
means.

Yours truly,
Gregory W. Bochow

Mount Vernon, 
New York 

Revitalizing the 
Upstate Economy

Last Wednesday (January 9, 2008) 
Governor Eliot Spitzer gave his 
second State of the State address 
in Albany. One of the governor’s 
proposals was one billion dollars for 
what he calls a revitalization fund 
for the upstate economy. What he 
didn’t say was where this money is 
coming from, nor did he mention 
the time period in which it would 
be delivered. I hope he’s not filling 
our communities with false hope 
while telling what appears to be a 
fairy tale.  
   So he’s invited us out to dinner and 
then is asking us to pay the tab. He 
has also unilaterally predetermined, 
at the taxpayer’s expense, who gets 
to sit at the table to eat the pork and 
who doesn’t.  The overall fund will 
cost New York state residents $62 
per person in taxes. That’s about 
$250 for a family of four. Gee, 
thanks governor for telling us how 
to invest in our own community... 
   All over the country the federal 
government and many states are 
cutting taxes to stimulate business 
growth and prosperity. The results 
show that this approach is working. 
Governor Spitzer’s Administration 
is definitely going in the wrong 
direction. 
   Our upstate economy suffers from 
one great disadvantage, high taxes. 
So let’s start by:
• Reducing energy costs;
• Article X siting;
• Reducing the Corporate Franchise 
Tax;
• Eliminating the Corporate 
and Personal Income Tax on 
manufacturers;
• Providing a MEI (Manufacture 
Enhancement Incentive) Property 
Tax Credit - flat 10% property tax 
credit for manufacturing firms;
• Putting an end to tax hikes on 
transportation;
• Eliminating P.B.T. (Petroleum 
Business Tax) on non-residential 
heating fuel;
• Providing tax credits for on-the-
job training; and
• Addressing growing health care 
costs for business.
 
   I believe upstate New York 
continues to be home to many 
great resources, among them fertile 
land, clean water, and hardworking 
people.  With that said, there is 
a great chance our communities 
can revive themselves without the 
use of public funds.  We just need 

to remind Governor Spitzer that 
sometimes change requires much 
more than throwing borrowed 
money at the problem; after all, 
doesn’t that give us more of a 
problem to deal with in the future? 
   Leave that one billion dollars 
in the people’s pockets in the first 
place. That will foster economic 
prosperity. The people of upstate 
New York will know what to do 
with the money.  
   There is an old adage; lead, follow 
or get out of the way. Governor 
Spitzer has shown he has a problem 
leading and for sure he has proven 
he will not follow anyone else.  So 
it is time to get out of the way and 
let the private sector take over and 
rebuild New York.  If we get out of 
the way, they can and will do it.  
   Albany sure doesn’t get it, and 
Governor Spitzer’s Administration 
is becoming proof of that.  
 
Sincerely, 
Dave Townsend
The writer is an Assemblyman 
representing the 115th Assembly 
District.

35 Years After Roe, 
Legislation to Protect 
Women’s Health is Still 
Needed 

   Thirty-five years ago, the U.S. 
Supreme Court issued a landmark 
ruling on abortion in Roe v. Vade. 
The Court’s decision drastically 
improved health outcomes for 
women by making the procedure 
safe and legal.
   Last year, a very different Supreme 
Court charted a very different 
course for women in this country. 
The Court affirmed an abortion 
restriction that failed to take a 
woman’s health into consideration 
when determining the best possible 
method for a doctor to use when 
ending a pregnancy.
   The sole woman on the court cried 
out against the decision, calling it 
“alarming.” Justice Ginsburg said in 
her dissent that the Court’s actions 
“cannot be understood as anything 
other than an effort to chip away 
at a right declared again and again 
by this Court--and with increasing 
awareness of its centrality to 
women’s lives.
   Now that the Supreme Court has 
opened the door to government 
intrusion, every elected official 
has to answer this fundamental 
question: When a woman’s very 
health is at stake, whose role is it 
to decide about the health care 
she receives -- the woman and her 
physician, or politicians who know 

nothing about her condition and the 
circumstances of her situation?
   Women have abortions for many 
different reasons. Each one is a 
personal - and often difficult - 
decision.
   It is a decision we must respect. 
And protect in law.
   That is why the Reproductive 
Health and Privacy Protection Act is 
so important. It recognizes women 
as moral agents. It protects the right 
to abortion. And it even protects the 
right to contraception, which has 
also come under threat.
   Governor Eliot Spitzer introduced 
the Reproductive Health and 
Privacy Protection Act immediately 
after the U.S. Supreme Court set a 
dangerous precedent by banning 
certain types of abortion procedures 
necessary to protect women’s health 
last year.
   It was the first abortion restriction 
that did not have an exception to 
protect a woman’s health since Roe 
v. Wade was decided 35 years ago 
this week.
   While state legislation cannot 
change the Supreme Court’s latest 
ruling, it sends an important signal 
that New York is serious about 
protecting women’s health and 
rights. The Reproductive Health 
and Privacy Protect Act would 
ensure a woman’s right to choose 
or refuse abortion, and to choose or 
refuse contraception.
   It’s that simple.
   Do we respect the ability of women 
and their doctors to make the best 
possible health care decisions? Or 
do we prefer that politicians make 
those decisions for us?
   As we recognize the 35th 
anniversary of Roe v. Wade - and 
the impact this decision has had in 
reducing maternal morbidity and 
mortality - the answer is clear.

By JoAnn M. Smith

The writer is the President and 
CEO Family Planning Advocates of 

New York State

We Are All Rene Perez
 
   At the same time that President 
Bush is preaching democracy and 
respect for human rights around 
the world, we have to deal with the 
bestiality of some members in our 
society. 
   There are some racist members in 
Westchester County who justified 
the death of Rene Perez, and the 
behavior of the officers involved in 
his death, by arguing that he was an 
“illegal immigrant,” and therefore a 
worthless human being. The victim, 
we have learned, is always blamed 
in this society and around the world. 
The argument these racists made 
is irrational and we cannot argue 
with them. There is no room for 
discussion. We cannot argue with 
hate and racism. 
   Nevertheless, I believe that 
there are residents in this county, 
state, and country, who are more 
responsible and sensitive with their 
opinions and points of view. They 
should be more outspoken and 
share their opinions and positions 
as well. Their silence can be as 
harmful as the opinions of those 
racists who don’t keep quiet and are 
happy to have these opportunities 
to share their feelings with the 
rest of society. We all should feel 
responsible for speaking out and 
denouncing any abuses done to any 
member of our communities and 
society; it should not matter what 
color, gender, sexual orientation, 
ethnicity, nationality, religion, 
social class, etc., that victim belongs 
to. We are all Rene Perez. 
 
Carlos A. Orellana
Yonkers, NY

The writer is president of
 Somos La Llave del Futuro (We 
are the Key of the Future), a 
non-profit advocacy organization 
promoting immigrant concerns in 
the Hudson Valley.
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MAIN STREET LOFTS

A Newly Constructed Building

With 34 Affordable Rental Units

(Studios, One Bedrooms & Two Bedrooms

Located at

66 Main Street

Yonkers, NY 10701

Units will be Available

Approximately February 2008

Call immediately for information or to receive an application

(914) 969-6159

The Fine Print
By Lisa Fine 

Celebrate Chinese New Year “of 
the Rat”
   John and Jasmine Scattaretico, 
owners of The Dragon & Crane 
Chinese Cultural Center will be 
celebrating the Chinese New Year 
“the year of the rat” beginning on 
February 7 and continuing until 
February 15. The center located at 
481 Route 202, Stoneleigh Avenue 
in Somers, offers many classes 
for adults and children in kung 
fu, tai chi, dance, yoga, Pilates, 
meditation and even Chinese 
cooking. Info: 914 669-0888 and 
www.dragonandcrane.com. 
The Cherry Orchard
   The YCP TheaterWorks, formerly 
the Yorktown Community Players, 
will present The Cherry Orchard 
by Anton Chekhov at the Van 
Cortlandtville School Theater on 
Route 6 in Mohegan Lake (directly 
across from the Cortlandt Town 
Shopping Center). Directed by 
Melinda O’Brien, the show runs 
from January 25 – February 10 and 
tickets are $15, adults; $12 seniors 

and students. Info and tickets: 914 
528-4145 and www.ycptw.org.  
Salon Changes Name
   Victor’s Salon, 3432 Lexington 
Avenue, Mohegan Lake, has 
changed its name to the Michael 
Robert Salon & Spa. Owner 
John Boggi changed the name 
to celebrate his new grandson. 
The salon offers many services 
including haircutting, color, and 
has expanded its spa offerings to 
include facials, waxing and more. 
Info: 914 528-HAIR (4247).   
YAC News
   Eleana Noble has been appointed 

as Administrative Support Assistant 
for the Yorktown Athletic Club, 
Inc., a self-funding, not-for-
profit corporation that provides 
organized youth sports programs 
for its members in the Yorktown 
Community. The YAC was 
established in 1948 and has been 
in existence for over 55 years 
with parent volunteers serving as 
coaches, sport commissioners, 
members of the Board of Directors 
as well as in many other capacities. 
Today, the club consists of 
approximately 1,500 families and 
over 2,500 youth sport participants. 
Info: 914 275-2037 (please note 
new central YAC phone number) 
and www.yacsports.com.

To submit information for The 
Fine Print, please send emails to 

TheFinePrintNY@verizon.net, call 
914 243-9761, or visit the www.
LisaFineCommunications.com 

Website. Lisa Fine is owner of LF 
Communications, Inc. some of 

whose clients may be mentioned on 
occasion.

YONKERS, NY -- The Yonkers 
Downtown/Waterfront BID 
(YDWBID) recently held a Grand 
Opening and ribbon cutting 
ceremony to welcome Nationwide 
Insurance at 40 North Broadway to 
the downtown area.   

The Yonkers Downtown/Waterfront 
Business Improvement District 

(YDWBID) was created to promote 
and implement the economic 
vitality of the District and the 

City of Yonkers. The BID is also 
designed to maintain the downtown 

streets, contribute to public 
safety, landscape the district, 

market special events and create 
promotional opportunities to 

highlight the area. Additionally, the 
BID will preserve and encourage 
the cultural, historic, tourist and 

civic interest of the District and the 
City of Yonkers.   

Nationwide Insurance Opens Office in 
Downtown Yonkers

(L to R) Chuck Lesnick, Yonkers City Council President; Deputy Mayor 
Bill Regan; Steve Sansone, Executive Director of the Yonkers Downtown 

Waterfront BID; Emanuel Osuyah, Principal Agent; and Yonkers City 
Councilperson Patricia McDow

YONKERS, NY -- Does your 
roommate have an obnoxious 
pet? An obnoxious boyfriend? An 
obnoxious personality? A bad living 
situation is depressing, so much so 
that Yonkers real estate development 
firm, MetroPartnership, hopes 
this desperation will drive droves 
of would-be renters to its one-of-
a-kind “I Gotta Move” YouTube 
video contest.  
   The designers and builders of 
space inspired for working and 
living want to know who deserves 
a chance to win $3,366 for rent at 
their new live/work apartments, 
66main, on the up-and-coming 
Yonkers waterfront. Units range 
from studios to two-bedrooms.  
Many have river and city views. 
   MetroPartnership is a pioneer 
in the real estate development 
industry, incorporating YouTube 
as a means to reach a younger, 
more hip demographic.  In order 
to reach young professionals, 
MetroPartnership is using the 
leader in online video Websites.  
The tech savvy demographic logs 

onto YouTube.com more than any 
other Website, generating a viral 
buzz in the process.  By creating the 
‘I Gotta Move’ YouTube contest, 
MetroPartnership is able to connect 
with potential tenants in a way that 
has never been done before, and 
let’s not forget, it’s cool!
   Potential tenants are encouraged 
to use their film-making skills and 
creativity to demonstrate why they 
deserve money towards rent at the 
new property. Contestants are asked 
to review a list of 32 great reasons 
to move to 66main, (including the 
Yonkers water taxi and the influx of 
hot new restaurants and shops) then, 
via a YouTube video, add their own 
personal 33rd as the “tipping point” 
to win them the big bucks. 
   Interested competitors can go to 
66main.com for details or go to 
Black Bear Saloon in White Plains 
on January 25, 2008 to tape their 
own submissions. (See below for 
details) 
   “‘I’ve just gotta move’ is something 
we hear so often,” says Ken Dearden 
of MetroPartnership, “and this 

contest is a great opportunity for 
young professionals, newlyweds or 
anyone looking for a vibrant, new 
neighborhood to make their own.”  
   Current plans include a 
viewing of the best videos and an 
announcement of the winner at 
66main’s “Night at the Movies” in 
early 2008. Contestants can also 
submit a 250-word essay instead of 
a video.  The contest will end April, 
15, 2008
   MetroPartnership is a real 
estate development and property 
management company based 
in Yonkers, New York. Its 
focus is building and managing 
“community-friendly” properties in 
urban areas. For more information, 
call 914-410-9090 or go to www.
metropartnership.com.
   Black Bear Saloon is located at 
166 Mamaroneck Avenue, White 
Plains, NY 10601.  The YouTube 
contest will be held in the upstairs 
lounge area with a camera crew 
ready to tape eager contestants from 
10:30PM to 12:30AM.  The contest 
is free to enter.  

Making the Right Move! 
MetroPartnership Poses YouTube Video Challenge 

to Prospective Tenants

appropriate way to carry on King’s 
legacy.”
   Four decades ago, Dr. King stood 
up for Memphis sanitation workers 
who faced unjust conditions and 
low wages.  At the beginning of 
their strike in 1968, they earned an 
average of just $1.70 per hour, which 
is now equal to $10.27, according 
to the Bureau of Labor Statistics.  
Today in New York City, more 
than 60,000 men and women, most 
of whom are African-American, 
work as private security officers.  
Although they are responsible for 
keeping our city safe and secure, 
many officers earn less than $10 an 
hour, receive no affordable health 
care and little, if any, state-of-the-
art security training. 
   “Dr. King has been an inspiration 
to me since I saw him speak with 
my church as a teenager.  He 
reminded us we had the duty – and 
the power – to make a difference 
not only in our lives, but in the lives 
of others,” said Senator Clinton.  
“I am honored to pay tribute to 
his legacy today with leaders from 
the faith and labor communities 

in support of security workers 
across this city, as we push to 
ensure workers are treated with the 
dignity and respect they deserve.  I 
know we will continue his work by 
coming together, working together, 
and delivering on the promise of 
our nation.”
   “We ask security officers to protect 
the lives of thousands of people, but 
we don’t treat them with respect or 
pay them enough to support their 
families,” said Rev. Dr. Johnny Ray 
Youngblood of St. Paul Community 
Baptist Church.  “Something is 
terribly wrong when a person who 
works a full-time job still doesn’t 
have enough money to take care 
of themselves and their children.  
There’s something wrong with our 
system when working people have 
to supplement their income with 
welfare.”
   This spring, security officers will 
be fighting to increase standards 
for wages, health care and training 
as part of Local 32BJ’s “Stand for 
Security” campaign.  The campaign 
has picked up momentum in 
recent months with the backing 

Senator Clinton, Leading Clergy, Community 
Leaders Support Local 32BJ “Stand for 

Security” Campaign

of many religious and community 
supporters, and new campaigns 
visible at Jet Blue and Fordham 
University, which both use Summit, 
a low-wage security contractor.
   Bishop Eric Figueroa of the New 
Life Tabernacle, Dr. James Forbes 
of the Healing of the Nations 
Foundations and Hazel Dukes of 
the New York State NAACP, along 
with City Comptroller William 
Thompson and Congressman 
Anthony Weiner were among the 
leaders calling for better wages, 
improved benefits and increased 
training for security officers.

With more than 85,000 members, 
including 60,000 in New York City, 
Local 32BJ is the largest property 

services union in the country.

From Page 1

“Improvisation – To invent, 
compose or perform with little or 
no preparation.”  Improv is on the 
rise as a FUN, valuable and popular 
learning tool in the workplace. This 
article will explain how a Career 
Counselor who is also experienced 
in applying the art and techniques 
of Improv can help clients enhance 
their job and career search by 
engaging in simple Improv games 
and exercises.  The purpose is to 
harness client’s intuitive creative 
abilities.  As Viola Spolin, one 
of the great authors, teachers and 
leaders of modern Improv, writes, 
“Improv helps each person to 
feel his or her own true nature.”  
(Improvisation and the Theater, 
Northwest University Press, 1963)
Career Exploration
   To truly discover a career path 
that is consistent with your personal 
values, interests, and beliefs, you 
need to be open to any and all 
possibilities.  You need to expand 
your career choice horizons, to 
“think out of the box”, and to 
not censor yourself.  Improv can 
help you do that through creative 
brainstorming exercises.  An 
example is “Dictionary”, in which 
a common item is suggested to 
you, such as a paper clip, and 
you will come up with as many 
possible uses for the object in one 
minute, no matter how far-fetched 
or impractical.  Another example 
is “Story” – together with the 
Career Counselor, you will create 
a spontaneous story, and will be 
encouraged to use your imagination 
as wildly and vividly as you can.
Interview Success
Thinking on Your Feet
   Everyone knows that the key 
to succeeding at job interviews 
is thorough preparation, practice 
and research.  What many people 
don’t appreciate, however, is that 
if you are unable to think quickly 
or be adeptly spontaneous on your 

Improve Your Job and Career Search 
with Improve

By Andy Wainer
interview, you may not get the 
job.  Many interview questions 
are designed to assess this ability, 
because “thinking on your feet” is 
invaluable in the workplace.  The 
following Improvs will help you 
develop confidence in this vital skill:  
“Picture”:  you will be presented 
with a picture or photo, and you must 
then create a brief story or character 
based on the content.  “Hot Button” 
– the Career Counselor will say a 
random sentence or two, and assign 
an emotion or attitude to you.  You 
– or the Counselor - will select an 
arbitrary word from the sentence(s) 
and recite a brief monologue using 
the word as a springboard, and you 
will do this while also conveying 
the assigned attitude or emotion.
Making Connections
   One of the ways to succeed at a job 
interview is to make connections 
between your skills, knowledge, 
experience & personal traits, and 
how these all relate to the job and 
employer you are interviewing 
with.  Improv exercises such as 
“3 Objects” force you to become 
more skilled at this.  3 objects will 
be suggested to you, and you must 
create a spontaneous story in which 
you somehow connect the objects.
Focus & Concentration
   Every Improv game and exercise 
requires you to be totally “in the 
moment” – to focus and concentrate 
entirely on the task at hand.  An 
Improv wonderfully designed 
for this is “Scene”:  The Career 
Counselor will suggest a scenario to 
you, and together, you will act out 
a brief scene as if you are actually 
in those circumstances.  Perhaps 
you are both on a cruise ship and 
you realize, mid-voyage, that you 
are on the wrong ship! This ability 
will help you tremendously in the 
interview process, as you need to 
do exactly that during the interview 
– be 100% focused and in-the-
moment.

Managing Stress
   While the nature and purpose of 
the Improv games and exercises 
you will engage in will be serious, 
with the ultimate goal of enhancing 
your job and career search, Improv 
is, above all else, FUN.  Thus, 
you can help manage and reduce 
some of the stress associated with 
your job and career search through 
Improv.  Moreover, you can take 
Improv with you – in other words, 
you can continue to practice the 
Improv games and exercises even 
after working with the Career 
Counselor. 
   The suggestions included herein 
can all take place in one-on-one 
sessions with the Counselor.  
Another recommendation is to try 
an Improv class, which might be 
offered in your community through 
a continuing education program, 
or Improv theater company, or 
an acting school.  In this way you 
will truly learn and practice the 
transformative art of Improv. 

Andy Wainer is the owner of Andy’s 
Improvabilities, in which he has 
taught and presented more than 
725 Improv classes, workshops 

and programs, for all ages, since 
1994. For more information - 

www.andysimprovabilities.com.  
Andy is also the owner of Career-
Power, a career counseling private 
practice, in which he assists people 

of all ages with their job and 
career search needs, including the 

use of Improvisation. For more 
information go to 

www.career-power.com.   

Direct email to Andy Wainer:
 wainer9@aol.com.

http://www.dragonandcrane.com
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will also be marching in the parade, 
added, “I am hoping this year’s 
participation will be reminiscent 
of parades years ago when many 
residents joined in the celebration.”   
Jim Murphy, American Legion 
Post 8 Adjutant, agreed with 
these sentiments.  “Let’s get the 
community back to where it was.  I 
remember Memorial Day parades 
when the entire city came out.  When 
I was a Boy Scout we paraded with 
members of the Spanish American 
Veterans, while World War 1 
Veterans led the parade.  It was a 
wonderful day in New Rochelle.”  
Larry Mayers, Commander of the 
American Legion Post 8 summed 
up what people felt, saying “this 
group supports the parade all the 
way.”
   The next parade meetings are 
scheduled for February 12, March 
13, April 10, and May 8, with all 
meetings to be held at 7:00 PM at 
the American Legion Post 8 Hall, 
112 North Ave., in New Rochelle.  
For more information contact Kathy 
Gilwit at (914) 654-2117. 

“We 
Remember” 

Parade 
Planned for 

New Rochelle

PURCHASE, NY -- What do 
young people say about violence, 
materialism, drugs and other 
challenges they face?  How can 
they change things?   What does the 
legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King 
teach them about being part of a 
community, and especially about 
nonviolence?
   On Saturday, Feb. 9, 2008 the 
Westchester Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Institute for Nonviolence holds its 
ninth annual conference, “Ending 
Violence, Building Hope,” where 
a group of Westchester youth 
will address those questions in 
discussions with other young 
people, and will perform hip hop 
music based on Dr. King’s Six 
Principles of Nonviolence.  Known 
as H.I.P. H.O.P. -- Highly Intelligent 

Westchester Youth Inspired by Dr. Martin 
Luther King

People Healing Our Planet --  the 
group has been invited to perform 
by community centers, churches, 
synagogues and schools that 
recognize this powerful vehicle for 
learning and creativity, and recently 
released a CD of original songs 
inspired by Dr. King.  
   “Those who are looked upon 
as hip hop leaders in the U.S. are 
gaining financially,” says White 
Plains resident Cornell Carelock.  
“But more can be done with hip 
hop to empower us culturally.  We 
can take inspiration from the civil 
rights movement to help us move 
forward collectively and make 
positive change.”  Working under 
the auspices of the Westchester 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Institute for 
Nonviolence, Mr. Carelock, also 

known as Lord Judah, is adviser 
and teacher to the participants in 
this project.  Several of the groups’ 
musicians are students at the Music 
Conservatory of Westchester, whose 
Dean Ruth Matthews will be among 
the speakers sharing information 
about the hip hop ensemble and 
about the conservatory’s other 
offerings for youth. 
   Open to the public, the event 
takes place from 9:30 am to 1:30 
pm at The Castle, Manhattanville 
College, Purchase, NY.  Donations 
of $5.00 per person are requested. 

For information call the 
Westchester Martin Luther King 

Institute at (914) 949-6555.

Rose, and classics such as Monster, 
Whale Rider, and My Big Fat Greek 
Wedding.  
   “This year’s gala celebrates our 
many steps forward this year in 
achieving our mission of bringing 
great film and great film education 
to our region, in a renewed and 
revitalized historic Picture House,” 
said Jennifer Christman, executive 
director, the Picture House.  “We are 
thrilled to be honoring individuals 
who  have been a tremendous 
inspiration to us in realizing our 
goal of creating a world-class 
cultural institution devoted to film 
art here in lower Westchester.” 
   In addition to honoring great 
contributors to the industry, this 
year’s gala will also feature a 
preview of things to come as the 
Picture House celebrates its recent 
successes and looks toward raising 

the funds needed to complete its 
renovation.  Presented at the gala 
will be new plans for the future 
of the Picture House’s renovation 
and its film and educational 
programming. 
   “We will take the opportunity 
to thank our supporters who have 
helped support us to date and get 
people excited about being part of 
the ‘big picture’ in 2008,” added 
Ms. Christman.
   The 700+ expected guests from all 
over the tri-state area will be able 
to bid for unique items in the live 
and silent auction as well as sample 
a signature cocktail created just for 
the event.  

For more information or to obtain 
tickets, please visit 

www.thepicturehouse.org.

The Stars Align at The 
Picture House’s 3rd 

Annual Gala
From Page 1

Baby Boomers 
By Rix Quinn

   One Boomer’s memory 
of his elementary school 
years: “We lived in a 
neighborhood full of 
Boomers about my age. It 
seems like we were always 
together. On school days 
we met about 8 AM in the 
middle of the block, and prepared 
for our walk to the school, about 20 
minutes away. 
   “There might be seven or eight of 
us on busy days. This was a fun 
time, because everybody had some 
gossip to share about classes, 
teachers, friends, or family. We 
were very careful about crossing 

busy streets, and early-
morning commuters drove 
slowly and paid attention to 
all those children heading 
for school.
   “And I especially 
remember neighborhood 
dogs along our path. Back 

then, there were no fence or leash 
laws, so there were lots of dogs to 
greet us as we walked.” 

 
Rix – who wrote the book “Words 
That Stick” – welcomes your Baby 

Boomer questions at 

 rixquinn@charter.net.

RIVERDALE, NY -- Families for 
Families, a program for families 
of individuals with special needs, 
will take place at the Riverdale 
YM-YWHA on Saturday, February 
2, from 7:00-
8:30pm.  This 
program, co-
hosted by 
Young Israel 
Ohab Zedek of 
North Riverdale, 
will provide 
an opportunity 
for families to 
network, problem 
solve, and share ideas together.
   The evening will begin with a brief 
presentation by Dr. Deborah Kramer, 
who will introduce two programs 
which will run concurrently for 
parents and siblings of individuals 
with special needs.  The first, 
Taking Control of an Out of Control 
Situation- a talk for parents of 
children with special needs will be 
presented by Dr. Barbara Lauer and 
will cover parenting issues.  The 
second program, Siblings “R” Us: 
Wit and Wisdom from the Sibling 
Journey, will be presented by Dr. 
Rayzel Kinderlehrer Yaish, who 
will talk about her experiences 

Riverdale Y to Host 
Special Needs Program

growing up as a sibling of a person 
with a disability.
   Childcare will be provided during 
this event upon request and light 
refreshments will be served.  

   This program 
is part of a 
new inclusion 
initiative taking 
place at the Y.  
The Riverdale 
YM-YWHA has 
begun to create 
p r o g r a m m i n g 
and supports 

for individuals 
with special needs and their 
families.   The Y is also working 
to build relationships with schools, 
synagogues, and other community 
groups so that Riverdale can 
become a more welcoming and 
inclusive community for all people, 
regardless of ability.
   
For further information about the 

Families for Families program 
or the new Riverdale YM-YWHA 
Inclusion Initiative, call Sandy 

Mislow at 718-548-8200, ext.230.  
The Riverdale Y is located at 5625 

Arlington Avenue.

MOUNT VERNON, NY -- The 
Boys & Girls Club of Mount Vernon 
will celebrate 95 years of service to 
youth in the city of Mount Vernon 
and aboard on Saturday, March 1, 
2008. The celebration dinner will 
take place at the Fountainhead, 55 
Quaker Road, New Rochelle, New 
York 10804, from 7:00pm to 12 
Midnight. 
   The Boys 
& Girls Club 
of Mount 
Vernon is a 
safe haven 
for over 
1,700 boys 
and girls, 
ages 6 to 18. 
The Club 
p r o v i d e s 
after-school and teen programs 
such as homework help, technology 
center, game room (social 
recreation), street smart (gang 
prevention), smart girls, passport to 
manhood, dance class, karate, track 

Boys & Girls Clubs of Mount 
Vernon 95th Anniversary 

Dinner Celebration 
“Our Road to 100 years” 

& field, development basketball, 
cheerleading, junior golf (PGA), 
tennis (USTA). The core programs: 
education & career development, 
character & leadership development, 
the arts, health & life skills and 
sports, fitness and recreation. 
   For information regarding 
underwriting opportunities, table 
purchases, journal ads, silent auction 

information 
or donations 
and tickets, 
contact the 
Boys & 
Girls Club 
of Mount 
Vernon at 
9 1 4 - 6 6 8 -
9580; direct  
email to 

mvbgc@aol.com, or visit the www.
bgcmvny.com Website. 

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- How 
did HP survive its scandal, 
while Arthur Andersen 
was vindicated only after 
it was too late? How did 
Martha Stewart save her career and 
her company from charges, while Dan 
Rather was deposed? Why did 
Microsoft survive its antitrust battle, 
while Wal-Mart bashing has 
become a favorite pastime? 
   Sheila Hershow, a crisis 
communications expert, 
will speak about “Damage 
Control: Why Everything 
You Know About Crisis 
Management is Wrong” at a 
luncheon meeting of the Westchester/
Fairfield Chapter of the Public 
Relations Society of America (PRSA) 
on Wednesday, Feb. 6, from 12 Noon 
to 1:45 p.m. at Antonee’s, at 115 N. 
Broadway in White Plains. She will 

PRSA Holds Crisis Management and 
Damage Control Topic in White Plains

uncover the harsh reality of what it 
takes to come out alive and on top 
when a firm gets into trouble. 
   Hershow is an EVP at Dezenhall 
Resources, a leading crisis 
communications firm, where she 

HASTINGS-ON-HUDSON, NY -
- Do you have personal knowledge 
or experience of a historically 
significant innovation or discovery, 
or have you had your own “Aha” 
moment of discovery and innovation 
in a scientific endeavor?”  Tell 
us what you think and based on 
your recommendation, “Are there 
differences between artistic and 
scientific creativity, or are they 
different expressions of the same 
‘force’?”   
   If so, we want you to join us at the 
Creative Café on Saturday March 
8 at 6:30 p.m.  The café is located 

An “Aha” Moment! 
Creative or Scientific?

at the First Unitarian Society of 
Westchester at 25 Old Jackson 
Avenue, Hastings-on-Hudson.
   We are seeking guest presenters 
with anecdotal as well as formal 
experiences of the creative process 
in a scientific endeavor to share their 
experience or insight at this Creative 
Café.  We will also be viewing and 
discussing the extraordinary 1968 
short film “Why Man Creates” by 
award winning artist Saul Bass.  
   If interested in presenting or 
for more information, contact: 
creativecafe@verizon.net or (914) 
779-5352.

helps high-profile clients protect 
reputations and assets in the face 
of allegation or peril, especially 
when the stakes are high, risks are 
severe and competition is most 
fierce. She joined Dezenhall in 
2000, bringing almost 30 years of 
experience as an award-
winning investigative news 
producer and reporter 
at ABC and CNN. 
   Prices: $35 members 
and $40 nonmembers with 
reservations by Feb. 5; $50 
all walk-ins. 
   

For reservations, contact Jackie 
D’Erasmo at (201) 651-9421 or 

events@prsa-wf.org 
Visit www.prsa-wf.org  

to learn more. 
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The Mayor’s Column
By Mary C. Marvin

Mayor of the Village of Bronxville

   The Three Olive Restaurant 
Group, L.L.C. thoroughly hand-
selected Casa Brusco’s entire staff 
from the finest restaurants in New 
York City and Italy. Casa Brusco’s 
manager, Westchester native, 
Diana Bonsignore graduated from 
the French Culinary Institute in 
Soho and worked as a chef in 
San Francisco and in Manhattan 
at celebrated restaurants such as 
Daniel and Cafe Boulud. She then 
attended Restaurant Management 
School in New York and worked as 
manger of the notable Manhattan 
establishments Le Cirque, Aureole, 
Nobu, and The Plaza Hotel. 
Executive Chef, Alberto Ricci was 
trained at the Milano Marittama 
Culinary Institute and has been 
working at renowned restaurants in 
Italy, London, and Manhattan for 
over fifteen years.   
   Ricci has created an authentic 
and delectable menu that captures 
the soul of a mountain village in 

Casa Brusco, Authentic Italian Artisanal Restaurant Comes To Eastchester
From Page 1

the region of Brusco, Italy. Some 
highlights of the innovative menu 
include: Polipo Grigliato — a whole 
octopus in a 
light tomato, 
black olive 
and oregano 
sauce served 
over Tuscan 
bread; and 
u n i q u e 
h o m e m a d e 
p a s t a s 
such as, 
cappellett i , 
pappardelle 
a l l ’ a n a t r a , 
and gnocchi 
in coperta. Casa 
Brusco’s menu features roasted rack 
of lamb in a Barolo sauce, veal chop 
served Milanese style, as well as 
creative daily specials—including 
a distinctive risotto and freshly 
caught fish served in the traditional 
whole style or filleted. Casa Brusco 

INGREDIENTS 
 

1/2 Cup of chopped parsley leaves. 
4 ounces of white wine 

1 lb. of spaghetti or cappelini  
1/2 lb. of fresh sashimi tuna cubed 
2 sprigs of rosemary leaves minced 

1 garlic clove sliced 
2 tbsps capers 

4 tbsps of Extra Virgin Olive Oil 
salt and pepper 

1/4 lb. cherry tomatoes cut into quarters  
 

PROCEDURE
 

Roast garlic and 30 seconds later add tuna and rosemary 
Next, add capers and white wine. 

Reduce by half. 
Next, add cherry tomatoes and parsley. 

Add the cooked spaghetti to the pan, toss together with the 
above  

mentioned ingredients and garnish with fresh parsley or 
rosemary sprig. 

Serve.

Casa Brusco’s “Spaghetti al Tonno Fresco”
By Chef Alberto Ricci

• Recipe for 4 people •

also offers a variety of Italian 
cheeses and salumis and rustic-
style pizza crafted in a traditional 

wood-burning 
oven. Casa 
B r u s c o ’ s 
full-service 
bar spotlights 
an extensive 
list of Italian 
w i n e s , 
g r a p a s , 
cordials, and 
beers. Casa 
Brusco is 
c o m m i t t e d 
to serving 
only the best 

i n g r e d i e n t s 
and has specialty items flown 
in from Italy on a weekly basis.  
   The inviting space is rustic, clean, 
and elegant. Guests are enveloped 
by the stylish yet warm feeling of 
Casa Brusco. The décor is a fusion 
of modern chic and old-world 

sophistication. One-of-a-kind 
antiques mix with urban elegance 
to create a charming atmosphere. 
An added novelty of Casa Brusco is 
a Bloomberg monitor that provides 
up to the minute quotes and news 
on the world’s financial markets—
which allows clientele to receive 
a little portfolio direction while 
enjoying a delectable meal—ideal 
to thoroughly satisfy both ‘foodies 
and newsies’. 
   Casa Brusco is certain to bring the 
spirit of Italy and the sophistication 
of Manhattan to Lower Westchester 
with superior service and cuisine 
that is simply peerless. 
   Casa Brusco is located at 219 
Main Street in Eastchester, NY, and 
offers valet parking. 
The restaurant is open for lunch and 
dinner Tuesday-Sunday. They are 
closed on Mondays.
   Casa Brusco also offers private a 
room for special occasions and has 
an event planner on staff. 

SCARSDALE, NY -- 
Assemblywoman Amy Paulin (D-
Scarsdale) introduced legislation 
allowing licensed pharmacists 
to administer flu and pneumonia 
vaccines to adults throughout New 
York State (A.2140). Forty-six 
states currently allow pharmacists 
to administer such shots, making 
community pharmacies important 
sources of supplementary health 
care; New York is one of only four 
states that does not allow trained 
pharmacists to administer certain 
vaccinations. 
   “New York has one of the lowest 
immunization rates in the country,” 
Assemblywoman Paulin said, 
noting that each year, between 
5,000 and 7,500 New Yorkers die 
from vaccine-preventable diseases, 
and more than 75,000 are treated in 
hospitals for flu-like symptoms.1  
   “But studies show that when states 
allow pharmacists to administer 
vaccines, adult immunization rates 
dramatically improve2,” Paulin 

Assemblywoman Paulin: In-pharmacy 
Vaccinations to Save Thousands of 

Lives, Millions of Dollars

said. “Arming pharmacists with 
vaccines is part of progressive, 
21st century health care — it’s 
imperative that New York get on 
board with this plan immediately.” 
   Paulin also noted that her 
measure complements Governor 
Spitzer’s health care discussion 
that he included in his second State 

of the State address last week.  
The governor wants to focus on 
preventative health care as a means 
of keeping New Yorkers healthy 
and also ameliorating the state’s 
dysfunctional health care system. 
   “Receiving flu or pneumonia 
vaccines can keep thousands 
of people a year out of New 
York’s crowded and overwrought 
emergency rooms, freeing doctors 
and staff to treat other emergencies,” 
Paulin said. “Keeping adults 
healthy through vaccinations will 
save taxpayers millions of dollars 
a year. This kind of preventative 
care can also save New Yorkers 
millions in lost work hours and low 
productivity because of illness.” 
    “New York can and must do 
better by its citizens when it comes 
to providing health care — and this 
bill is a big step toward keeping 
New Yorkers healthy and safe,” 
Paulin concluded.  

   

WASHINGTON, D.C.-- 
Congressman Eliot Engel met with 
State Transportation Commissioner 
Astrid Glynn in Washington 
Wednesday, January 16, 2008, 
when she promised him that her 
agency would make a decision by 
this spring on what to do with the 
Tappan Zee Bridge.
   Commissioner Glynn said State 
DOT expects to decide by springtime 
on which of the six alternatives for 
upgrade/replacement of the bridge 
they would pursue. She said expects 
the work will cost from $1 billion to 
upwards of $15 billion depending 
on the configuration selected. She 
said the bridge was “sound’ but not 
as sound as she would like. 
   Rep. Engel, in whose district 
the bridge is located, told the 
commissioner of his recent tour 
of the bridge with Orangetown 
Supervisor Thom Kleiner and 
Assemblywoman Ellen Jaffee. 
He also advised her of the need to 
be kept informed of work on and 
decisions about the bridge.
   Commissioner Glynn said 
the biggest decisions seemed to 

Engel Meets With State DOT on 
Tappan Zee Bridge

Cong. Eliot Engel talks with NYS DOT Commissioner Astrid Glynn about 
the Tappan Zee Bridge Upgrade/Replacement Proposals.

regard public transportation, with 
a number of options such as light 
rail, bus-only lanes, and commuter 
rail system connecting New Jersey, 
New York City and Connecticut rail 
systems. Each decision, she said, 
has different effects for Rockland 
and Westchester towns and each 
option would have opponents. The 
commissioner said the state did 
not want to simply renovate and 
upgrade the bridge.
   She also promised to keep the 
Congressional delegation informed 

about the decision-making process, 
and would speak with members 
before a final decision is reached. 
The task force that will decide on 
the alternatives for the bridge is 
meeting January 17th. It is expected 
that work on the bridge will start in 
2010.
   With Rep. Engel at the meeting 
were Reps. Nita Lowey, John 
Hall, and Maurice Hinchey, with 
a respective representative from 
Senator Clinton’s and Governor 
Spitzer’s office.

  After working hard for years 
on critical issues facing the 
90th Assembly District as well 
as New York State, I was very 
pleased to hear many of my 
priorities for 2008 echoed in 
Governor Spitzer’s State of the 
State message.  
   Currently, property taxes 
are spiraling out of control. 
That’s why, as chairperson of 
the Assembly Real Property 
Tax committee, I introduced 
legislation calling for a Blue 
Ribbon Commission of experts 
to come up with solutions for 
alternative school funding 
mechanisms.  One possible 
solution, similar to the fix in 
place in Massachusetts, caps 
taxes but allows school districts 
to override the cap for high 
need items. I also introduced a 
middle-class circuit breaker bill to 
help those most acutely impacted 
by property tax increases.  
   Governor Spitzer proposed a 
similar bipartisan commission to 
offer recommendations that look 
at root causes of high taxes, make 
tax relief fairer for middle class 
taxpayers, and offer a fair and 
effective cap to school property 

Setting Forth 2008 Priorities for the 
90th Assembly District

By Sandy Galef 
Assemblywoman 90th Assembly District

taxes. I will continue to work 
with this commission and support 
property tax relief. 
   My commitment to help 
constituents rein in costs also 
aligns with energy savings in my 
Smart Meter bills, another priority 
Governor Spitzer highlighted.  
Smart metering allows homeowners 
to control utility costs with an in-

home monitor that displays 
minute-by-minute costs of 
energy based on demand.  
This reduces costs and helps 
households cut back overall 
energy consumption, specifically 
at high-cost, high demand times. 
It mitigates potential overflow 
on the utility’s grid, and helps 
the environment.  
   I have and will continue 
to push for consolidation of 
government and shared services 
between school districts, 
municipalities, county and state 
government.  Surely, in this time 
of economic hardship we can do 
better at reducing overlap and 
streamlining processes. 
   My work on children’s health 
and wellness, education and 
government reform are renewed 
priorities which the Governor 

supported in his message. 
   Please join me at my upcoming 
town meetings, call my office, and/
or respond to my newsletter survey 
to let me know how we can partner.  
Together, we can maintain and 
improve the quality of life we’ve 
come to expect in New York State. 

   As the spring approaches, inquiries 
increase in the Building Department 
as residents contemplate home 
repairs and renovations.  “Do I 
need a permit?”, is still the most 
frequently asked question at Village 
Hall.  Confusion particularly arises 
when considering electrical or 
plumbing work.  As a general rule, 
regardless of the size of a project, 
if the work includes the extension 
or modification of any pipes or 
wiring, a permit is required.  But 
every construction project is unique 
so contact the Building Department 
at 337-7338 for guidance while in 
the planning stages.  If required, 
permits are not secured at the onset 
of a project, fees are automatically 
doubled and contractors may be 
required to open walls for inspection 
and remove unpermitted work.  In 
addition, unpermitted work will not 
receive a Certificate of Occupancy 
which is required when a residence 
is bought or sold.
   The permit process is not designed 
to be time consuming or punitive, 
rather to ensure safety and quality of 
work in the Village.  The Building 
Department must be particularly 
vigilant when alterations are made 
in multi-family dwellings because 
of the potential immediate impact 
on neighbors.
   To ensure a high standard of 

work, be sure to employ only 
licensed plumbers, electricians 
and general contractors.  To be 
licensed in Westchester County, 
plumbers and electricians must 
pass a qualifications exam that 
demonstrates a certain level of skill.  
A list of licensed plumbers and 
electricians is on the County website 
and individual professionals should 
have a card available with their 
license number for inspection. 
   General contractors are also 
regulated and licensed by 
Westchester County.  Though a 
standardized exam is not required, a 
license assures that a contractor has 
adequate insurance and workman’s 
compensation coverage.  All 
licensed contractors are required 
to display a green bumper sticker 
with their license number on 
all company vehicles.  County 
building inspectors routinely tour 
municipalities for compliance and 
have the authority to shut down 
projects.
   As a guide, permits are required 

to replace fences, windows, roofs 
and boilers and add central air 
conditioning, emergency generators, 
sheds and exterior decks.  A less 
extensive permit application is 
required for minor alterations and 
additions.  Changing a basement, 
however rudimentary, from primary 
storage use to living space requires a 
permit.  When people are regularly 
occupying a space, additional fire 
safety precautions are required 
including smoke detectors and 
proper egress, thus the need for 
increased regulation.
   The Village permit process and 
Village noise ordinance recognizes 
the balance required between 
the needs of the contractors and 
the quality of life of a project’s 
neighbors.  Work that requires a 
permit can be undertaken between 
the house of 8AM and 6PM 
weekdays.  No weekend or holiday 
work is allowed.
Work that does not require a permit 
but may have loud equipment is 
regulated by the Village’s noise 
ordinance which prohibits loud and 
unusual noise, and the expectation 
is that such work will also be 
commenced on weekdays from 
8AM to 6PM.
   In the final analysis, properly 
permitted work protects the property 
values in the Village, allows for easy 
transfer of property and ensures the 
safety of homeowners and their 
neighbors.

DOBBS FERRY, NY -- The 
Greenburgh Hebrew Center of 
Dobbs Ferry is hosting its annual 
Blood Drive on Sunday, February 
3rd from 8:30 am – 12:30 pm.  All 
eligible donors 16 years old and 
over are welcome to participate.  
The New York Blood Center is 
coordinating the donations and can 
answer eligibility questions at 800-
688-0900.
   Potential donors can make 
an appointment by calling the 

Greenburgh
Hebrew Center to Host 

Annual Blood Drive
synagogue office at 914-693-
4260.  Walk-ins are welcome, too.  
Refreshments will be provided to 
all donors after they are done with 
their donation.  Please remember to 
bring identification.

For additional information, please 
call the synagogue office at 914-
693-4260.  For directions please 
visit our website www.g-h-c.org.

developmentally disabled adults by 
renovating an existing structure on 
the site.
   The YIDA approved the issuance 
of City of Yonkers revenue bonds 
to underwrite the incentives. The 
Center for Family Support, with 
offices in New York City and 
Paramus, NJ, plans to develop a 
2,400-square-foot residence for six 
developmentally disabled adults at 
58 Winans Drive in Yonkers. 
   On behalf of the Center, Yonkers 
IDA also approved an exemption 
from all mortgage recording taxes 

with respect to the project. 
   The Center for Family Support 
is a non-profit human service 
agency that provides individualized 
support services and programs 
for individuals living with 
developmental and related 
disabilities, and for the families 
that care for them at home. The 
organization works closely with 
participants, tailoring programs 
to accommodate individual 
needs, preferences and goals and 
continually monitors progress, 
adjusting individual services and 

Yonkers IDA
Approves Incentives for  

Non-Profit Center for Family Support
From Page 1

care plans to accommodate change 
and growth.  The Center’s reach 
extends throughout New York 
City, New Jersey, Long Island, 
Westchester and the lower Hudson 
Valley.
   The Yonkers IDA is chaired by 
Yonkers Mayor Philip Amicone, 
and is a public benefit corporation 
that provides a wide range of 
business development incentives 
to companies that choose to locate 
or expand in Yonkers. They have 
generated millions of dollars in 
private investment within the city 

since 1982. The IDA’s legislative 
charter allows it to offer businesses 
discretionary mortgage and sales 
tax exemptions, payments in lieu of 
taxes (PILOTs), and bonds for the 
tax exempt financing of business 
development. Yonkers IDA mission 
is to induce companies to invest 
their capital in major economic 
development projects that create 
jobs and increase the city’s tax 
base, thereby improving the quality 
of life for all Yonkers residents.

http://www.casabrusco.com
http://www.g-h-c.org/
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- pulled out in the wake of comments 
made by Alliance President Trina 
Vargo about the undocumented 
Irish in the US.
   In November, Ms Vargo sparked 
a firestorm of criticism when she 
attacked the work of the Irish Lobby 
for Immigration Reform and said 
that the undocumented Irish did not 
deserve support.
   Ms Flanagan explained that she 
had been unaware of Ms Vargo’s 
comments, which included likening 
the Irish campaign to “putting 
lipstick on a pig,” when the Alliance 
announced its award.
   “At the time I had no idea of the 
views,” held by Ms Vargo “and/or 
the U.S,-Ireland Alliance,” on the 
issue of illegal Irish immigrants 
to the United States,” she said. 
   “I had not then seen, nor was I 
aware of the Op-Ed piece which 
appeared in the The Irish Times 
on November 16th. 2007 in which 
(Ms Vargo), President of the US-
Ireland Alliance, made those views 
abundantly clear.”
   “No disclaimer appears therein, 
nor subsequently, in [The Irish} 
Times, that would locate these 
views as solely yours and since they 
were published under your titles as 
President and Founder of the U.S.-
Ireland Alliance it certainly reads 
that you were representing the 
views of your organization and its 
Board of Directors.”
   Speaking in the US last week, 
Ms Flanagan, said she would 

Irish Movie Star 
Fionnula Flanagan Pulls Out of Pre-Oscar 
Party in Row Over Undocumented Irish

From Page 1

“respectfully decline” to be honored 
by the Alliance when “it appears to 
have taken such a strong position 
against the most vulnerable of my 
countrymen.”
   Ms Flanagan also cited her own 
experience as an “Irish illegal” in 
the US. “I was broke, dreadfully 
homesick for my family and lived 
in constant fear of deportation.  My 
time of living with such insecurity 
was relatively short; I can only 
imagine the anxiety and suffering 
of families who live thus for 
years. The experience made me 
very empathetic to the plight and 
suffering of all illegal immigrants.”
   “Over the years, when asked, I 
have lent my name and whatever 
support I could to a variety of 
organizations in Southern California 
which have championed sanctuary 
and the rights of immigrants who 
come largely from Central America. 
Their struggle is not easy and the 
bias against them is horrendous.
   “I applaud the efforts of all the 
immigrant groups who are actively 
involved in lobbying the cause of 
their “undocumented” members.   I 
applaud their respective homeland 
governments when they help to 
plead their case.
   “We are the sum of our experiences 
and mine being what they are I 
particularly empathize with Irish 
illegal families. I have supported 
and will continue to support, both 
privately and publicly, the work of 
the Irish Lobby for Immigration 

Reform and have campaigned for 
their cause. I have no evidence 
that they, or any of the other Irish 
organizations who support them, 
wish to exclude anyone for reasons 
of ethnicity or otherwise. To the 
contrary, as with the other lobbying 
immigrant groups with which I 
am familiar, they express a keen 
understanding of the power of 
solidarity.
   “Given the specter of a looming 
economic recession, coupled with 
rising antipathy towards them as a 
group and, seemingly, a growing 
wish nationwide to turn them into 
scapegoats, many illegals fear 
violence against themselves and 
their children. 
Disillusioned by repeated failures 
of government to solve the issue, 
they have resorted to organized, 
proactive lobbying on their own 
behalf.
   “To castigate or shame the Irish 
immigrants for doing so now is 
not something to which I can in 
conscience lend my name. Or even 
appear to do so.
   “I must respectfully decline to be 
honored by your organization which 
appears to have taken such a strong 
position against the most vulnerable 
of my countrymen. I thank you and 
your Board for wishing to honor 
me; however I wish to withdraw my 
name from the list of honorees and 
will not be attending the upcoming 
Oscar Wilde Event.”

RIVERDALE, NY --  Manhattan 
College presented Frederic V. 
Salerno ’65, retired vice chairman 
and chief financial officer of 
Verizon, with the De La Salle Medal 
at the College’s annual fundraising 
dinner on Wednesday, January 16, 
at The Waldorf Astoria in New York 
City. 
   The College raised more than 
$1.465 million, the highest total 
in the 32-year history of the De 
La Salle dinner.  Proceeds from 
the $750-per-plate fundraiser 
are applied to academic and co-
curricular programs, scholarship 
assistance and library resources. 
“This year’s De La Salle Medal 
dinner represents truly unparalleled 
financial success, going beyond 
historic dinner goals, outcomes 
and expectations,” says Thomas 
Mauriello, vice president for 
advancement at Manhattan College. 
“This success is also a tribute to 
Frederic Salerno, his tremendous 
career and his tireless efforts in 
support of Manhattan College and 
higher education.” 
   A native New Yorker, Salerno 
joined New York Telephone in 
1965 and was elected vice president 
in 1983, when he directed the 
divestiture of the company from the 
Bell System. He was promoted to 
executive vice president and chief 
operating officer of New England 
Telephone in 1985. Two years 
later, Salerno became president and 
chief executive officer of New York 
Telephone. 
   In 1991, Salerno was appointed 
vice chairman of NYNEX, a 
position he held until the 1997 Bell 
Atlantic merger, which added chief 
financial officer to his title. When 
the Bell Atlantic/GTE merger 
formed Verizon, he was named vice 

Manhattan College Honors Frederic 
V. Salerno ’65 at Annual De La Salle 

Medal Fundraiser 
De La Salle Medal Dinner Raises Record $1.465 Million for 

Manhattan College

By Scott Silversten

Br. Thomas J. Scanlan, president of Manhattan College, presents Frederic 
V. Salerno ‘65 with the De La Salle Medal

chairman and chief financial officer 
of the new company. He remained 
in this position until his retirement 
in September 2002. 
   During his 37 years in the 
telecommunications industry, 
Salerno served as a lead negotiator in 
three of the most significant mergers 
in business history: the 1997 merger 
of Bell Atlantic and NYNEX; Bell 
Atlantic’s merger with GTE; and 
the union of the U.S. wireless assets 
of Bell Atlantic and Vodafone to 
make the country’s largest wireless 
provider, Verizon Wireless. He also 
directed Bell Atlantic’s successful 
efforts to realize the annual expense 
savings, capital efficiencies and 
revenue gains from the merger with 
NYNEX. 
   The De La Salle Medal was 
established in 1951 in honor of 
John Baptist de La Salle, founder 
of the Institute of the Brothers of 
the Christian Schools and one of 
the world’s great educators. The 
Order founded Manhattan College 

in 1853.  

   Since 1977, the De La Salle 
Medal has been conferred annually 
by the College’s board of trustees 
to honor executives who exemplify 
the principles of excellence and 
corporate leadership. Past recipients 
include New York Life Insurance 
Chief Executive Sy Sternberg, 
former Mayor of New York City 
Rudolph W. Giuliani ’65 and 
Con Edison Chairman Eugene R. 
McGrath ’63. 
   Founded in 1853, Manhattan 
College is an independent, Catholic, 
co-educational institution of higher 
learning offering more than 40 
major programs of undergraduate 
study in the areas of arts, business, 
education, engineering and science, 
along with graduate programs in 
education and engineering. 

For more information about 
Manhattan College, visit

 www.manhattan.edu.

  The working class neighborhood 
that was 1961 South Brooklyn 
has been re-named Greenwood 
in recognition of its emerging 
gentrification and its proximity 
to Greenwood cemetery, known 
the world over for its size and the 
fame of some its eternal residents.   
Bach then it was filled with sound: 
The loud tell tale wack of a broom 
handle making contact with a 
rubber ball, the flop-flop of sneakers 
on pavement as boys ran passing 
patterns behind parked cars, and the 
chorus of voices as young children 
played in the streets, was often 
mixed, and even muted, by the grunt 
of large diesel trucks, the whining 
and gnashing of commercial drills, 
and the tinny whooshing sound that 
blow torches make when applied to 
large metal surfaces.  They call such 
zones mixed use today.  But the 
house and factory laden area that 
sits between Brooklyn’s Park Slope 
and Sunset Park sections was, then, 
simply know as South Brooklyn. 
   John F. Kennedy was still alive, 
Chrysler introduced its wide winged 
Fury, and Roger Maris was losing 
his hair to the pressure of chasing 
Babe Ruth’s ghost.  But in 1961, I 
was hanging out at the jelly factory 
when I wasn’t chasing one of those 
“spaldeens” or footballs. This story 
is how that came to be and the role 
the owner of that factory played in 
my life. 
   Just 100 feet to the left of my front 
door was the Triangle Preserve 
Company known to all as the jelly 
factory. The plant was set up at the 
turn of the 20th century by one of 
the richest families in Brooklyn, the 
Shulthies.  They had migrated to 
America from Germany in the mid 
1800s. Rich, proud and educated, 
the family owned the largest piece 
of residential real estate with one 
home on it in all of Bay Ridge, the 
borough’s most exclusive section.  
The estate was called “The Ridge” 
and lasted until the mid 1980’s 
when it was finally replaced with 
over 30 multi-dwelling town 
houses, and is listed and shown 
in any book about historical 
Brooklyn.  The homestead, along 
with massive nearby land tracks 
and other holdings, were all left to 
their only son, who already ran the 
jelly business. 
   The jelly factory was as much a 
part of the street I grew up on as the 
asphalt, concrete and neighbors of 
24th Street, where my grandparents 
had a three story bay-windowed 
frame house. The block almost 
always smelled good. The sweet 
scent of grapes, strawberries, 
raspberries, or one of the other 
berries of dark color, coming to a 
boil or cooling was always in the air.  
For some reason the citrus preserves, 
such as orange marmalade, never 
left an olfactory trail outside of the 
building. In those days city blocks 
were like small towns and everyone 
knew everyone else, and that 
included the people in the factories 
like Chris Shulthies, the heir to the 
family fortune and the owner of 
the jelly factory.  Chris was in his 
mid-sixties, never married, and 
never had any children.  You would 
never know his wealth from his 
appearance, his accessories or his 
spending habits. He wore the same 
tired cloths everyday, drove the 
least expensive car he could find—
he even told them not to put a radio 
in it, and agonized over whether 
he really needed a heater. Chris 
cobbled his lunch together from 

Show Prep
The Jelly Man of South Brooklyn

By Bob Marrone

those jars of jelly that were the last 
of each lot and, thus, were never 
filled to the top.  To say he was 
frugal was to say that ice is cold.  He 
even brought in old newspapers to 
stoke the fires in the wood and coal 
furnace that he relegated to burning 
only combustible refuse left over 
from the business. If a chair broke, 
in the furnace it went.  A damaged 
flatbed…Chop it up and burn it up.  
But always the newspapers, endless 
old copies of the New York Times 
going back 25 years, or more, were 
brought in from home and burned 
at the alter of economy.  These 
papers were an essential part of the 
jelly man and how he came to be 
the father figure and mentor I never 
had. 
   It was common knowledge that 
kids from the block would hang 
out in the factory when it was cold. 
You could play among the endless 
walls of jar boxes and freshly 
made jelly shipments not yet made.  
For a kid of 11, or so, the stacks 
of varying elevations and secret 
passages made for great hide and 
seek terrain, and suitable real estate 
to play soldiers or in cowboys and 
Indians.  It wasn’t really until Chris 
got to know you that other benefits 
kicked in. 
   We were working class kids who 
were taught the importance of hard 
work. But Chris and his staff of one 
full timer and one part time teenager 
were the essence of the protestant 
work ethic.  They started at eight 
AM, and set a timer for 12pm when 
they took 30 minutes to eat the jelly 
from the half filled jars, on some 
toast.  They ate this every day, no 
exceptions, ever.  After 30 minutes 
the alarm went off again, and back 
to work they went.  The culture of 
hard work was so embedded that 
they considered it a complement to 
ask you to help, and you considered 
it an honor to be asked.  I worked 
my way up to pouring molten jelly 
in waiting jars, but never progressed 
to putting labels on the jars, the 
ultimate task requiring the neat use 
of paste and a gentle accurate touch.  
My favorite job was using a giant 
squeegy to cool large molten racks 
of fruit preserves so that they would 
not jell while cooling to a sufficient 
temperature for packaging. Looking 
just like large pool tables the racks 
were water cooled, and you had to 
work quickly to do it evenly, and 
you also had to worry about the 
occasional bee, who thought she 
died and went to heaven, if she 
made a crash landing into the tasty 
fluid.  It was hard for the worker, as 
well, to avoid sticking a finger into 
the rack to taste hot jam.  The truth 
that only jelly makers know can 
now be revealed:  The stuff tastes 
even better when it’s hot and just 
slightly congealed.  
   Chris would take us on pick ups as 
well, such as when he bought fruit 

at the great cold storage facilities in 
and about the city.  More than once 
did get sick from eating too many 
thawing strawberries from the back 
of the 1929 Model T Ford truck. 
   My special relationship with Chris 
began innocently enough when he 
caught me reading the old copies of 
the times before I threw them in the 
furnace.  I found myself interested 
in the politics of the era, and the 
car adds in the New York Times 
magazine. Over time, I had cut out 
enough pictures of 1932 Dodges 
and other classic cars of the era to 
literally wall paper my half of my 
bedroom with them. It was around 
this time that Chris started sharing 
with me his love of politics, science 
and astronomy, things that I love to 
this day.  I can still remember sitting 
with him on top of a high stack of 
jar boxes as he drew the planets, or 
took time to explain how a gasoline 
engine worked.  He was not a fan 
of FDR, and thought that people 
should work their way out of their 
ruts like his family did.  He was as 
conservative as I was not.  But he 
nurtured in me what I did believe 
and taught me how to question and 
think critically.  Soon enough, he 
signed me up for the astronomy 
club he attended at the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music.  We would go 
and learn about pulsars and black 
holes, before they were every day 
concepts.  We sat in amazement, in 
1962, when they unveiled models 
of lunar landing craft. We argued 
about the Great Society program, 
Kennedy, the Vietnam War, and air 
conditioning in cars.  We were both 
mesmerized when they disproved 
the expand and contract theory of 
the universe in deference to the big 
bang.  Oh, and if you wondering, he 
never stopped working during these 
discussions unless it was the end 
of the day.  And every Christmas 
eve, he would read the night before 
Christmas to a few of us kids, and 
one year even gave me a race car.   
   It was Chris the jelly man who 
nurtured my love of science, art, 
music, science and politics.  It 
was from him that learned that 
real wealth was in what you could 
know and understand, and how you 
thought about things. It was also 
there, working in the jelly factory 
for free, that I learned working hard 
is worthwhile, just for the pride of 
doing it well. All of it led me, for 
good or ill, on the path that took me 
to radio, and the life I live today. 
   In my mid twenties, Chris had a 
horrible stroke, and lost his short 
term memory. He was nearly 80, 
and he did know me anymore 
except in the past tense as if I was 
someone else.  It was hard at first to 
hear him talk about me as if I was 
someone else, especially his mild 
complaints about how, when I got 
married, he did not see me Robert 
from down the street anymore.  For 
him, I was gone. 
   To this day, I think about how this 
intellectual man of work influenced 
my life, and how I never really got 
the chance to thank him for the 
wealth he shared with me. But I am 
grateful to give him this tribute in 
a news paper. He would have liked 
that.  
Bob Marrone is host of the “Good 
Morning, Westchester”show heard 
live every Monday through Friday 
morning, from 6:00 a.m. through 

9:00 a.m on WVOX-1460 AM 
radio or by way of audio streaming 
technology at http://WVOX.com on 

the Internet.

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

SETON MANOR

Newly Constructed

82 Unit Senior Citizen Residence
located at 185 Riverdale Avenue, Yonkers, NY 10705

(1/2 mile from Bronx line)

Affiliated with

St. Joseph’s Medical Center

Age 62 and Older

Section 8 Vouchers Welcome

Apartments Available Immediately

Some With River Views

Call immediately for information and to receive

an application

(914) 376-1400

http://www.manhattan.edu
http://WVOX.com
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   This latest release by Stevie Ray 
Vaughan features the Texas axe-
man mostly as a sideman. Vaughan 
jams with various artists on fourteen 
tracks some from the studio, and 
others that were live performances, 
unfortunately only six tracks are 
previously unreleased.
   The disc opens nicely from a 
previous released DVD: “B.B 
King & Friends.” Where it’s cool 
to hear B.B. introduce the audience 
to “some new blood with the 
blues” as Vaughan trades vocals 
and leads with Albert & B.B. 
King and harmonica player Paul 
Butterfield on “The Sky Is Crying.”  
   Next up is Marcia Ball who sings 
“Soulful Dress,” which is title track 
from her 1984 release. Johnny 
Copeland’s “Don’t Stop By The 
Creek, Son,” is a boogie that moves 
along at quick pace. A.C. Reed’s 
funky instrumental “Miami Strut,” 
has always been one of my favorites 
that feature’s Stevie as a session 
player, and it is a welcome addition 
here.  “Na-Na-Ne-Na-Nay,” by 
Bill Carter finds Vaughan working 
solidly behind a tight horn section.  
   The next track is from the 
outstanding previously released 
SRV four CD box set, where you’ll 
hear Jeff Beck jamming with Stevie 
on “Goin’ Down,” Followed by six 
previously unreleased, (and mostly 
poorly recorded tunes.) As Stevie 
and Lonnie Mack blast through 
“Oreo Cookie Blues,” then with 
Katie Webster on “On the Run” 
which was recorded at the ’88 New 
Orleans Jazz Fest.  Next we hear 
Stevie trading licks with the great 
Albert Collins on a hot instrumental 
titled “Albert’s Shuffle,” then 
Brother Jimmy teams up with Stevie 
on Doyle Bramhall’s “Change It.” 
The oldest track included is Lou 
Ann Barton’s “You Can Have My 

Stevie Ray Vaughan & 
Friends “Solos, Sessions & 

Encores” Epic Legacy
“Eight Previously Released & Six Unreleased 

Tracks.” 

By Bob Putignano
Husband,” recorded while Vaughan 
was working in Nashville around 
1978 with Barton and W.C. Clark. 
More audio issues rage on with 
Bonnie Raitt on “Texas Flood” 
recorded at the 1985 Bumbershoot 
Festival in Washington. 
   It’s back to the recording studio for 
the two closing tracks; Dick Dale 
& SRV firing through “Pipeline,” 
taken from the soundtrack of 
“Back to the Beach.” Then its 
David Bowie’s huge hit “Let’s 
Dance,” which is an odd choice 
considering the blues-ness of most 
of the previous tracks.  I think if 
Epic/Legacy found it a necessity 
to have a Bowie/SRV track on this 
compilation, they would have been 
better off with “China Girl,” from 
the same disc.
Missing in action from this SRV 
sideman recording is the long 
out of print Blue Note release of 
Bennie Wallace’s “Twilight Time” 
(produced by Wallace, Dr. John and 
Joel Dorn,) where SRV is a smoking 
sideman on two tracks: Wallace’s 
“All Night Dance,” and R.M. Jones 
“Trouble in Mind.” Note: Bernard 
“Pretty” Purdie” is the drummer 
on both of these long-lost gems, 
and also on board is: Dr. John, 
John Scofield, and Bob Cranshaw. 
Good luck in trying to find a copy 
of “Twilight Time.” All the more 
reason why these two “Twilight 
Time” tracks; would have added 
a lot of value to this recording.  
   In summary; “Solos, Sessions 
& Encores” provides a varied mix 
of genre styles with a wide range 
of artists SRV worked with over 
the years. But less than half of the 
tracks are previously unreleased, 
thus considering the $19 retail 
price, I found this set disappointing.  
Die-hard SRV fans (who probably 
have all of the previously released 
tunes) might consider downloading 
the music they don’t have from the 
usual .99 per track web sites. 

Bob Putignano is a regular 
contributing writer to Goldmine 

& Big City Rhythm and Blues 
magazines, the Yonkers Tribune, 
Westchester Times Tribune and 

formerly recognized and listed in 
the Library of Congress and  can 

be reached through 
 www.SoundsofBlue.com

Selma Rosenberg Makes 
Super Bowl Sunday Very 

Special
WOODLAWN, THE BRONX, 
NY -- To many, Sunday, February 
3, 2008 is Super Bowl Sunday but 
to the family and friends of Selma 
F. Rosenberg, of Woodlawn, The 
Bronx, it is Super Selma Sunday. 
On February 3 Selma will celebrate 
her 95th birthday. 
   Selma is Super, having spent 
almost her entire life in service 
to a fraternal organization called 
the Odd Fellows/Rebekkahs and 
becoming along the way President 
of the New York State Rebekkah 
Assembly. This in addition to 
raising a family while working for 
the New York City Tax department 
and various tax attorneys 

   To this day Selma makes a 
weekly journey, via a para-transit 
mini bus, to the Odd Fellows Old 
Age Home on Havemeyer Avenue 
in The Bronx, near the Throggs 
Neck Bridge, where she assists 
with payroll and other office duties.  
She’s a reliable spark plug.
   To celebrate her birthday, 
Selma’s son and daughter, four 
grandchildren, one great grandchild 
and several friends will take her 
out to lunch at a local restaurant 
on Mclean Avenue in Yonkers.  “I 
wanted to go earlier in the day so I 
have plenty of time to get home to 
watch the Super Bowl,” she said.

YONKERS, NY -- The Yonkers 
Rotary Club, in conjunction with 
the Yonkers Chamber of Commerce, 
and the Yonkers Parks & Recreation 
Department, are sponsoring 
Yonkers’ boys and girls between the 
ages of 11 and 13 to become soap 
box derby racers and compete in the 
first Rotary Club Soap Box Derby 
in Yonkers.  Racers will compete 
for the Mayor’s trophy and other 
prizes.  The winner will represent 
Yonkers and race in the national 
derby in Akron, Ohio, in July, 2008 
   Each racer will be sponsored by a 
company that will purchase the car 
kit from the Yonkers Rotary Derby 
Committee.  Parents and sponsors 
are allowed to help the young racers 
assemble their car and train for the 

Yonkers Rotary Club Brings 
National Soap Box Derby 

to Yonkers
race.  All rules and regulations will 
be included in the car kit.  Sponsors 
logos, special uniforms for the 
drivers and helmets are allowed. 
   The time trials and eliminations 
will be held in Yonkers during the 
month of May, 2008.  All companies 
and groups interested in sponsoring 
a young racer or car must contact 
Gus Nathan, President of the 
Yonkers Rotary Club, (914) 439-
6883 or Richard Peterson, Chairman 
of the Derby Committee.  Sponsor 
applications can be obtained at the 
Yonkers Chamber of Commerce, 
55 Main Street, or the Yonkers 
Parks and Recreation Department. 

For more information, contact  
Gus Nathan at (914) 439-6883.

Yonkers’ Economic Development Imprint Grows

YONKERS, NY -- Young 
entrepreneur Marcello Impellizzeri, 
opened Marcellino’s Pizzeria & 
Restaurant, 328 Tuckahoe Road, 
Yonkers, NY, (914) 395-0033, last 
week.  At 23 years of age, Marcello 
has past experience managing a 
pizzeria; he is being ably assisted by 
his father, Tony, his brother, Paolo, 
among other family members.  The 

Dr. Lauriston, alongside her husband, Mayor Amicone, friends, business supports and her 
daughter, Annie. 

(L to R) Tony Impellizzeri, Mayor’s Representative 
John Rubbo, Owner Marcello Impellizzeri, and 
Economic Development Director Helen Tvedt.  

family currently resides in The 
Bronx, NY.
   ‘The quote on their menu, “When 
You’re Here, You’re Like Family,” 
was confirmed for me yesterday 
at the ribbon cutting ceremony 
after Tony, the father, kissed my 
head as if I was his own daughter 
and brothers Marcello and Paolo 
insisted on filling our bellies with 

Italian specialties.  I recommend 
the Nutella Pizza, an absolutely 
amazing desert I never even knew 
existed,” noted Amanda Modognu, 
senior staff assistant to Mayor Phil 
Amicone.
   The medical practice, Madam’s 
OBGYN, 45 Ludlow Street, Room 
506, Yonkers, NY, established by 
Dr. Laure Lauriston, is a new mi-

nority-owned business that will of-
fer comprehensive care in the field 
of Obstetrics and Gynecology. Lau-
riston, who worked as an attending 
physician at St. John’s Riverside 
Hospital, received her medical de-
gree from Columbia University.  
The practice is scheduled to have 
begun seeing patients Monday, 
January 21. 

Dear EarthTalk: My uncle worked 
for over a decade on the top floor of 
an office building with cell phone 
towers directly above him. He was 
recently diagnosed with cancer. 
Is there any scientific evidence 
of links between exposure to cell 
phone tower radiation and cancer? 
Jennifer L., Wellesley, MA  

   No one doubts that cell phone 
towers give off low-level radio-
frequency radiation (similar to the 
microwave oven in your home), but 
scientists are still debating the health 
effects of long-term exposure. Some 
people are genetically predisposed 
to certain types of cancers, while 
others are not (for example, some 
lifelong smokers get lung cancer 
while others don’t). And with so 
many different chemicals, pollutants 
and other substances around us in 
our air, food and water, it is very 
difficult to determine with certainty 
if a particular environmental 
influence (such as a cell phone 
tower) is the culprit when health 
problems, such as cancer, arise in 
a particular locale or among certain 
populations. 
   But that hasn’t stopped many 
communities from worrying about 
this issue and taking cautionary 
measures. In San Francisco, for 
instance, concerned individuals and 
neighborhood groups have formed 
the San Francisco Neighborhood 
Antenna-Free Union (SNAFU) 

Earth Talk  

From the Editors of E/The Environmental Magazine

Picture courtesy of “Flickr.”

for the purpose of preventing “the 
placement of wireless antennas on 
or near residences, schools, health 
care centers, day care centers, 
senior centers, playgrounds, places 
of worship, and other inappropriate 
locations…” 
   SNAFU is worried that San 
Francisco is “already immersed in 
a sea of electromagnetic radiation” 
from, among other sources, some 
2,500 licensed cell phone antennas 
at 530 locations around the city. 
The group is distributing petitions 
calling on local public officials 
to increase “restrictions on the 
number and location of cellular 
phone antennas and other wireless 
transmitters.” Other controversies 
have erupted in communities in 
Connecticut and elsewhere over 
churches renting their rooftops and 
steeples to cell phone companies for 
placement of antennas. And parents 
in Ossining, New York waged an 
unsuccessful battle in 2000 to ban 
revenue-generating cell towers 
from school grounds. 
Still, the American Cancer Society 
(ACS) does not seem concerned, 
stating that limited epidemiological 
evidence suggests no link between 
cancers and living or working near 
a cell phone tower. ACS says that 
the energy level of radio waves 
coming off cell towers is too low 
to cause any noticeable human 
health impacts, and that a person 
would have to stand right in front 

of an antenna to pick up even trace 
amounts of radiation. And unlike 
X-rays or gamma rays, radio-
frequency electromagnetic radiation 
is “non-ionizing,” meaning it lacks 
the gusto to break the bonds that 
hold molecules (like DNA) in cells 
together. 
   Still, cell phones and their towers 
are a fairly new technology, and 
very few studies of their health 
effects have yet been conducted. 
And the bulk of the research cited 
by the American Cancer Society 
has focused on direct and prolonged 
exposure to radio-frequency 
electromagnetic radiation in 
general, not on cell towers and 
their effects specifically. SNAFU 
reports that “no systematic attempt 
has been made to determine what 
current cumulative exposures to 
this radiation are….” Lingering 
public concerns about the issue 
surely means that more research on 
the topic is to come. 
Contacts: American Cancer 
Society, www.cancer.org; San 
Francisco Neighborhood Antenna-
Free Union (SNAFU), 
www.antennafreeunion.org. 
 
Got An Environmental Question? 
Send it to: EarthTalk, c/o E/The 
Environmental Magazine, P.O. 

Box 5098, Westport, CT 06881; or 
direct e-mail to 

earthtalk@emagazine.com. 

Your World, 
Our Beat; 
Now You 
Know!
Subscribe 

to
Westchester 

Times Tribune.

Annual  
Subscription  

$39

Direct your  
credit card  

subscription order 
to

WTTsubscription@
gmail.com

http://www.SoundsofBlue.com
http://www.cancer.org
http://www.antennafreeunion.org
mailto:earthtalk@emagazine.com
mailto:WTTsubscription@gmail.com
mailto:WTTsubscription@gmail.com


JANUARY 24, 2008 PAGE 9WESTCHESTER TIMES TRIBUNE

Automotive • Travel

HALF OFF
(Presidential Paint Job & Value Prep, reg. $ 499.95)

Cannot be combined with other offers.

“ America’s BodyShop “ 

Guaranteed: Faster Turnaround, Cost Savings, Seamless Quality Repairs
1–5 years warranty

Hours; Mon- Fri. 8am – 6pm
Sat. 9am – 2pm

914-664-1444
801 SOUTH FULTON AVENUE,

MT, VERNON, NY

(Roadside Service Available
24 hours, 7 Days A Week)
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***Free Hotel Rooms On Your Next Vacation***
Enjoy “Three Exciting Days

&
Two Fun Filled Nights“

at Your Choice of “90” of the Best Resort

Destinations in North America
( $400.00 value)

a) Presidential b) Supreme c) Signature
With your purchase of any one of our three distinctive packages:

Offer Exp. 01/31/08

PackageSale on our Presidential

Guaranteed: Faster Turnaround, Cost Savings, Seamless Quality Repairs
1–5 years warranty
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Westchester’s Only Maaco Auto Collision Specialist

We opened our center on July 15th, 1991. At this time we are
the only MAACO Center in Westchester County and Bronx.
We are certified ‘CTNR ‘. That means our ‘Quality of Work ‘
match or exceed requirements from all Insurance Companies,
as far as, seamless collision repairs, fastest turnaround time in
the business, at discounted rates, without jeopardizing
industry standards. We are the leaders in complete paint
service, our warranties goes from 1 to 5 years. We also paint
trucks and cube and step vans. Please, come and see us.
Commercial and trade accounts are welcome.
Call: 914-664-1444, For Additional Information and Free
Quotes ! See below, our ‘Holiday “Vacation Getaway” Offer ‘

Roger Witherspoon is 
automotive columnist to the 

Dallas Examiner, Westchester 
Times Tribune, and Yonkers 

Tribune, among other media.

Shifting Gears: Regal Roading in a Better Buick
By Roger Witherspoon

   For many years, general 
descriptions accompanying many 
of General Motors’ SUVs were 
not very flattering. They were big. 
They guzzled gas. Their technology 
wasn’t particularly up to date, 
and their interiors were, well, 
reminiscent of Grandma’s.
   But then, things started to change 
after Ed Welburn, the sculptor 
trained at Howard University, took 
control of GM’s crayons. Cadillac 
became an upscale sports sedan 
going rim to rim against Mercedes. 
The Hummer went from Arnold 
Schwarzenegger’s military play toy 
to an upscale, off-road competitor 
to Land Rover. And the iconic 
Saturn line went from eccentric, 
undistinguished cars to styling 
leaders with their sporty Saturn Sky 
out in front. The whole GM line was 
remarkably, competitively retooled 
– except Buick, the venerated, 
upscale, sturdy line that seemed 
somehow neglected.
   Until now. Welburn and company 
took a long look at what worked 
in the SUV, luxury sedan, and 
performance markets and rolled 
them into the Buick Enclave, a 
distinct, stylish, go-anywhere, 
technologically proficient which 
shows what GM can do when it 
really wants to be competitive.
   Outside, the Enclave has the 
“crossover” styling reminiscent of 
the Infiniti FX or Lexus RX350, 
with bold, rounded lines and a 
silhouette starting with the sloping, 
Buick grille and flowing over 19-
inch wheels to a rounded rear. 
Even though the Enclave is a full 
sized SUV with three rows of 
seats, it avoids the ungainly boxy 
styling which characterizes many 

of the larger SUVs.  As added 
safety touches, the Enclave has fog 
lamps and adaptive, high density 
headlights which turn along with 
the wheels.
   Under the hood, GM provided a 
275-horsepower, V-6 engine, which 
is more than enough to propel the 
Enclave towards the triple digit 
range or, on a more sedate ride, tow 
up to 4,500 pounds and still stay 
ahead of traffic.  With its rounded 
design and both stability and 
traction control, the Enclave easily 
slides through mean winter weather 
where sudden gusts of wind flow 
over and around the vehicle rather 
than buffeting and shoving an 
oversized rear end. As a result, the 
Enclave drives with the stability 
of a large sedan – though it is on a 
small truck body – and handles like, 
well, a family Buick.
   Inside, GM loaded the amenities to 
provide the upscale experience one 
might expect in a $46,000 car. The 
dash is a pair of curves providing 
separate, cabin-like spaces for the 
driver and front passenger. The 
dash, console and doors are heavily 
accented in real mahogany wood, 
rather than shiny, wood-like plastic, 
giving the interior the feel of a well 
appointed den rather than a rolling 
van. 
   The Enclave is a full sized SUV, 
with three rows of seats and the 
impression of spaciousness in 
enhanced by the separate sunroofs 
over the front and second row 
of wide, leather captain’s chairs. 
Both sets provide enough room for 
the average NBA player to have a 
comfortable, long distance trip, 
and those in front also have the 
opportunity of heating their seats. 

The second row seats are on rails, 
making it easy to slide them out of 
the way to access the rear section. 
The third row is a bench ostensibly 
built for three, though that is only 
true for a trio of kids. There are, 
however, three separate climate 
zones so each set of passengers can 
be as hot or cold as they please. 
   The third row of seats fold flat to 
expand an already large cargo area 
which includes storage bins under 
the floor and tie down netting.
   For entertainment, the Enclave 
has a DVD player with wireless 
headsets and rear controls so the 
passengers can watch movies while 
the driver and front passenger listen 
to CDs, XM satellite radio, or 
1,000 or so of their favorite songs 
by plugging in their iPod. All the 
sounds are clearly audible over the 
digital Bose with 10 speakers.
   On the functional side, the 
Enclave has rear radar and a back 
up camera to show where you’ve 
been, and a touch screen, easy to 
use navigation system to help you 
get to where you are going. It is a 
satellite based system which does 
not lose the Enclave even when 
motoring through rural mountain 
areas. If one is not comfortable 
with the do-it-yourself navigation 
system, there is OnStar, the GM 
communications system which 
provides both live concierges and 
turn-by-turn directions downloaded 
through its phone system.
   The Buick Enclave is GM’s effort 
to go head to head with Toyota’s 
luxury Lexus line and offer car 
buyers a reason to help the company 
maintain its position as the world’s 
largest car maker. Whether the 

effort will be successful or not 
remains to be seen. But the Buick 
Enclave certainly gives GM a 
reason for optimism, and American 
buyers an SUV to look forward to.   
 
2008 Buick Enclave CXL 
MSRP:      $44,950
EPA Mileage:  16 MPG City;   22 
MPG Highway
Towing Capacity:     4,500 Pounds 
Performance/ Safety: 
3.6-Liter aluminum, DOHC V-6 
engine producing 275 horsepower 
and 251 pound-feet of torque; all 
wheel drive; 6-speed automatic 
transmission with electronic manual 
mode; 19-inch aluminum wheels; 
dual exhaust, chrome tips; coil-over 
strut front suspension; independent 
rear suspension; hydraulic rack 
and pinion steering; stability and 
traction control; anti-lock brake 
system; dual frontal, head curtain, 
side airbags; high intensity projector 
headlamps; front fog lamps. 
Interior/ Comfort: 
AM/ FM XM satellite radio; keyless 
entry and remote ignition; OnStar 
communications; tough screen 
navigation system; mahogany wood 
and leather, tilt & telescope steering 
wheel; tri-zone climate control; 
DVD player; Bose sound system 
with 10 speakers; 1st and 2nd 
row sunroofs; 7-passenger seating 
– captains chairs 1st and 2nd row, 
split bench 3rd row; power liftgate; 
heated front seats; rear view backup 
camera. 
Competition:
Acura MDX, Lexus RX350, Volvo 
XC90

for a handful of very lucky guests.  
The rooms have Adirondack twig 
furniture, huge stone fireplaces, 
down beds and each strikes a 
balance between being grand 
yet intimate.  Here you have the 
romantic notion of “roughing it” in 
comfort, elegance and gentility. 
   Entering the grand log mansion, 
we were greeted by the General 
Manager, Mark Stebbings who 
ushered us into the Great Hall and 
offered a glass of Champagne. 
Everything about the Great Hall was 
great.  It evoked the Adirondack 
camps of old with rough luxe, 
animal trophies lining the walls, 
massive native cut stone fireplaces 
blazing, vast sink-in sofas and 
a view of the frozen silver lake 
beyond.  Mark took us on a brief 
walk-about to acquaint us with the 
property and then we were shown 
to our room.
All is Calm, the Fire is Bright
   All was in readiness – a carafe of 
wine, a roaring fire in a fieldstone 
fireplace that reached up to the 
timbered ceiling, lamps softly 
glowing, candles flickering.  We 
were delighted by a cloud-soft bed 
made entirely from branches with 
tree trunk posts that made it appear 
to be growing out of the floor.  It was 
amusingly and deliciously grand, 

Pampering Made Perfect at The Point
From Page 1

and Goldilocks, herself, would have 
pronounced it “just right!” Icicles 
four feet long formed a grid over 
our leaded glass windows like so 
many pieces of Swarovski crystal 
and the snow on our roof was deep 
and sumptuous as vanilla icing on a 
wedding cake.  The warm comfort 
of our room beckoned us to linger 
but the experience of dining en 
famille with our fellow guests was 
too appealing to pass up. 
Rustic Opulence
   The Great Hall is where the meals 
are served.  We dined by candlelight 
flickering over a table laid with 
fine china, crystal and silver.  We 
had individual menus at each 
place setting.  Turning our menus 
over, we saw that all of our names 
were listed – first names only! 
Quoting Shakespeare, “discretion 
is the better part of valour,” at The 
Point.  Our meal was enriched by 
lively conversation, and generous 
amounts of fine wine.  It made for 
a true house-party atmosphere. 
The food, prepared by Chef Kevin 
McCarthy, was extraordinary, from 
the scallops with parsnip and apple, 
to celery root ravioli to roasted and 
braised veal, and ending with a 
lemon-lime soufflé. 
   The next day dawned sunny and 
bright, perfect for snowshoeing.  

Mark was our guide leading the 
way over the frozen lake and into 
the woods, up hills and down dales.  
Although the trek was somewhat 
arduous we enjoyed every minute 
of the silent, white forest that 
surrounded us, and returned back 
to the Lodge nearly two hours 
later, tired but with a sense of 
accomplishment. 
Dinner at Eight
   Each evening cocktails are served 
at seven, dinner at eight, and as this 
was Saturday, dinner was black-
tie, a bow to yesteryear’s Great 
Camp dining.    After dinner, one 
last experience awaited us: a snow 
picnic by a bonfire in the woods.  
Mentioning our interest to one of the 
staff, we quickly found ourselves 
being led along a path twinkling 
with tiny white lights to an all-out, 
roaring bonfire.  Around the fire, 
twelve Adirondack chairs piled 
with warm woolen blankets and 
cushy pillows to sit on.  Making this 
a truly memorable event: a fully-
stocked bar, long branches to spear 
marshmallows for roasting and all 
the fixings for S’Mores.  Who could 
ask for anything more? 
Your Wish is our Command
   This phrase defines the level 
of service offered by the staff.  
Want breakfast in bed, lunch at a 

fairytale cottage in the woods, or a 
sumptuous dinner served by a fire in 
your room?  You have but to ask.  In 
fact, service here is so professional 
and discreet it seems you just have 
to wish for something and – presto! 
As if by magic, it happens. 
   The Point in winter is, indeed, 
a magical place with a wealth 
of activities and diversions: ice 
skating across the frozen Saranac, 
miles of cross-country skiing right 
in the backyard, snow-shoeing 
in an enchanted forest, even ice 
fishing.  And in summer there’s 
water skiing, swimming, boating 
or lake tours in one of The Point’s 
venerable mahogany cruisers.  Here 
there’s nothing that one has to do 
but much one can do. 
   As we prepare to depart, our ever-
attentive staff has prepared box 
lunches for our journey.  Nothing 
left to chance, nothing forgotten.  
Oh wait, maybe there is one thing 
they’ve overlooked: a tissue to dab 
our eyes as we bid The Point adieu. 

Planning to go?
www.relaischateaux.com/point
800.255.3530 

  

http://www.relaischateaux.com/point
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Yonkers, New York

7$
Right Here  Right Now

Billion
in Development

Come Grow With Us
Did you know that $7 billion in development proj-

ects are happening right here, right now in Yonkers? 

The City of Yonkers features some of the broadest 

urban redevelopment plans in the New York Metro 

Area and is on the cutting edge of commercial, em-

ployment and investment opportunities for busi-

nesses just like yours. These exciting opportunities 

have been made possible by the Yonkers IDA.

We’re Here To Help
We offer qualified projects financial incentives in the 

form of sales and mortgage tax exemptions, real 

property tax abatments and tax exempt bonds.

Make Yonkers Your Next Stop
Call Ellen Lynch today!

470 Nepperhan Avenue, Suite 200
Yonkers, NY 10701

Phone (914) 509-8651
Fax (914) 509-8650

info@YonkersIDA.com

Mayor Phil Amicone, Chairman
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http://www.cityofyonkersida.com/


