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WHITE PLAINS:  The employees 
of the Westchester County Clerk 
Timothy Idoni’s office continued 
their annual commitment to raising 
awareness about women and heart 
disease with a successful fundraiser 
in support of the “Go Red for 
Women” movement. More than 
$2,200.00 has been raised thus far 
from a bake sale, raffle and from 
sales of “Go Red for Women” 
ribbons, pins, and bracelets, held 

Westchester County 
Clerk’s Office  

“Goes Red for Women”

on Go Red Day, February 1st 

at the County Clerk’s Office in 
White Plains. The “Go Red for 
Women” movement is a national 
campaign of the American Heart 
Association (AHA) that aims to 
educate women about the risks of 
cardiovascular disease and stroke.  
   “Nationally, heart disease is the 
No. 1 killer of women. However, 

see Amy Paulin Pg. 5

NEW YORK, NY -- Senator 
Jeff Klein (D-The Bronx/
Westchester) attended the 
United Nations photographic 
exhibition by Norman Gershman 
entitled “Albanians who Saved Jews 
during the Holocaust” on January 

(L to R) Neil Goldstein, the Executive Director of the American Jewish 
Congress; Shirley Cloyes DioGuardi, Balkan Affairs Adviser to the 

Albanian American Civic League; former Congressman Joe DioGuardi, 
President of the Albanian American Civic League; Senator Klein; and 
Gjergj Dedvukaj, member of the board of the Albanian American Civic 

League.  Photo courtesy of Beqir Sina, U.S. stringer for the international 
Albanian newspaper Bota Sot.

Senator Jeff Klein Attends 
Holocaust Exhibition in  

United Nations

29.  The exhibition was sponsored 
by the American & International 
Societies of Yad Vashem. The 
Senator also viewed the show’s 
companion exhibition about the 
Hungarian rescuer Carl Lutz.

 

   Assemblywoman Amy Paulin 
has introduced legislation that 
will establish 
s t a t e - f u n d e d 
fellowships in child 
abuse pediatrics 
to encourage 
pediatricians to 
become trained 
in this highly 
specialized area. 
   “Currently, there is 
a shortage of experts 
who can sufficiently 
d e t e r m i n e 
whether abuse has 
occurred,” said 
Assemblywoman Amy Paulin.  
“By establishing and supporting 
fellowship programs we will 
increase the number of pediatricians 
trained specifically in abuse and 
maltreatment of children, and 
consequently ensure abuse will be 
efficiently detected, competently 
treated, and adequately prevented.”  
   The U.S. Advisory Board on 
Child Abuse and Neglect has 
deemed child maltreatment a 

Assemblywoman Amy 
Paulin Fights to Improve 

Child Abuse Detection
“national emergency,” affecting 
nearly one million children and 

killing 1,500 every 
year.   Research has 
proven that there is 
a lack of knowledge 
and experience 
among pediatricians 
on how to handle 
abuse; in an average 
pediatric residency 
only 7 or 8 hours 
per year is dedicated 
to training in child 
mistreatment.  
   The fellowships will 
train pediatricians 

in a variety of physical and mental 
health assessment techniques and 
therapies for children.  Doctors 
will become familiar with the child 
welfare system and receive training 
in child fatality review and forensic 
autopsy.  Additionally, training will 
include instruction on criminal and 
civil prosecution of child abuse as 
well as legislative advocacy. 
   Jennifer Cantor, MD, MPH, FAAP, 

RYE BROOK, NY -- Westchester 
residents are invited to attend and 
speak out on the proposed 2008-09 
New York State Budget at a public 
hearing sponsored by Assemblyman 
George Latimer. The Public Hearing 
will be held on Thursday, March 
6th at Rye Brook Village Hall in the 
Council Chambers, 938 King Street, 
in Rye Brook, from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
   Attendees may testify for up to 
five minutes on any aspect of the 
State budget proposal; written 
testimony will also be accepted at 
the hearing and over the ensuing 
week (until Friday, March 14th). 
The Governor’s proposed budget 
totals over $120 billion; budget 

Latimer to 
Host 2008 

Budget 
Hearing

YONKERS, NY -
- Joan Gronowski, 
Third District 
councilmember, 
met with NYS 
Civil Service 
officials in Albany 
last week to 
request a forensic 
audit of the 
Yonkers system.  
The last audit 
was conducted 
in 1994 and it 
found that the 
city’s administration of civil service 
was “poor”.  The most significant 
violation, among the many cited at 
that time, was the city’s abuse of 
provisional hiring.  State officials 
confirmed that Civil Service law 
allows a maximum of nine months 
for a person to be in a provisional 
status and that the city is obligated 
to call for a test within 30 days of the 
date of hire. If an employee has not 
achieved permanent status in nine 
months, they must be dismissed. 
The New York State Court of 
Appeals has recently affirmed the 
nine-month provision. (In the Matter 
of City of Long Beach, Respondent, 

Councilmember Gronowski 
Cites Violations of Civil 

Service Regulations
v Civil Service 
E m p l o y e e s 
A s s o c i a t i o n , 
Inc.—Long Beach 
Unit, Appellant. 
Louis D. Stober, 
Jr., for appellant.)  
During this 
m e e t i n g , 
Gronowski was 
also informed 
that it is a 
m i s d e m e a n o r 
under New 
York State Civil 

Service law for a city official to 
certify a payroll that contains illegal 
employees. 
   Documents provided by the 
administration in December 2007 
show that in Mayor Amicone’s 
office alone there are a total of ten 
provisional employees, some of 
whom have exceeded the nine month 
deadline and whose combined 
salaries total $744,283 dollars 
without benefits.  Included in those 
titles are one Mayor Staff Assistant 
at a salary of $44,928, one Principal 
Mayor Staff Assistant at a salary 
of $85,000, one hourly Principal 

LAKE BUENA VISTA, FL and 
SCARSDALE, NY -- When 
Scarsdale resident Erin Foster tells 
other moms she can navigate “the 
park,” she is not referring to the 
playground; Foster has been selected 
as a Disney Parks vacation planning 
expert for the first-ever Walt Disney 
World Moms Panel, which launches 
online at www.disneyworldmoms.
com. Foster joins 11 other park-
savvy parents to lead the online 
forum and help families plan their 
Disney vacations. 

Scarsdale Resident,  
Erin Foster, Chosen as Panelist 

for Walt Disney World’s  
First-Ever Moms Panel

   Following an intensive review of 
10,000 submissions that asked for 
park-going tips, an internal panel 
selected Foster as one of the 12 
finalists to lead the inaugural online 
Walt Disney World Moms Panel. 
Foster, a former corporate research 
librarian turned stay-at-home 
mom from Scarsdale, is an avid 
community volunteer and member 
of her school’s PTA along with her 
husband, who is its president. When 
she isn’t shuffling her children from 

   What says “I love you” more than 
a luscious homemade chocolate 
dessert?  Kozy Shack® has the 
perfect recipe for an intimate 
Valentine’s Day dessert you can 
serve straight from the container or 
use to make a simply delicious pie.  
   Introducing new Chocolate 
Covered Strawberries pudding, the 
perfect blend of Kozy Shack®’s 
traditional chocolate pudding 
combined with real strawberries, 
available now through April 1 in 
the dairy case of your supermarket.  

Sweet 
Tooth Idea 

for Your 
Sweetheart
Chocolate Covered 

Strawberries Pudding 
Is For Lovers

see Sweet Tooth  Pg. 4

MOUNT VERNON, NY -- Mayor 
Clinton I. Young, Jr. announced that 
Terrence Horton has been appointed 
to serve as the new Commissioner 
Department of Public Works.  
Horton is expected to begin serving 
in his new capacity on February 22, 
2008. 
   “I’m pleased to bring talented 
and dedicated individuals, such 
as Terrence Horton, to Mount 
Vernon. He is a product of the 
Mount Vernon public schools and 
brings excellent management and 
development credentials to the job. 
With Terrence Horton on the team, 
we can look forward to a brighter 
future in Mount Vernon,” said 

Mayor Young  
Appoints New 

DPW  
Commissioner

see Mayor Young Appoints Pg. 6

WHITE PLAINS, NY and 
YONKERS, NY -- At a Government 
Operations Committee meeting 
this week to discuss Getty Square, 
Committee Chair Ken Jenkins (D-
IN-WF, Yonkers) said the county 
and Yonkers officials present at 
that meeting intended to form a 
task force to study establishing a 
permanent transportation hub in the 
Getty Square area. The task force 
will also address the problems 
caused by high school students 
congregating at Getty Square after 
school.     Jenkins has continually 
stressed that Yonkers needs a 
permanent transportation hub in the 
Getty Square area. He has called 
on the Yonkers City Council to 
include a TransCenter in the master 

County and 
Yonkers 

Officials Form 
Getty Square 
Task Force

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- Does your 
ideal night out include glow-in-the-
dark mini golf, three-dimensional 
props, state-of-the-art sound 
and lighting, animatronics and 
Broadway-quality special effects? 
If not, it soon will as Monster Mini 
Golf is expanding across the country 
and one of its next stops is White 
Plains. The region’s numerous 
families looking for the perfect 
night out, will be glad to hear the 
chain plans to add at least three 
locations throughout the area over 

Monster Mini Golf Shoots 
for a Hole-In-One  

in White Plains 
At Least Three Monster Mini Golf Locations 

Planned For White Plains Area

the next two years and is actively 
seeking qualified franchisees.
   Monster Mini-Golf is mini-golf 
with attitude. It’s an indoor, black 
light/glow-in-the-dark 18-hole 
course built around a fun monster 
theme with three-dimensional 
props, animatronics, Broadway-
quality special effects and a state-
of-the-art sound and lighting 
system that combine to deliver 
the world’s first and only (begin 
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Weir Only Human

By
Zuri A. Stanback
 www.urbanshout.com

On the 
Level 
with

Hezi Aris
on 

WVOX-1460  
AM Radio

NEW ROCHELLE, NY – Listen 
to the On the Level with Hezi Aris 
call-in program on WVOX-1460 
AM radio this and every Tuesday. 
The show is heard live by way of 
streaming audio technology on your 
computer, from 10:00 am through 
11:00 am. 
   For those who can’t get enough 
radio, consider listening to Hezi 
Aris every Thursday, at 8:30 am, 
as he discusses events impacting 
Westchester politics with Bob 
Marrone, host of Good Morning, 
Westchester. Join Bob Marrone 
every day from 6:00 am through 
9:00 am during your daily commute 
from Monday through Friday.
   The call-in talk show format 
invites your perspective; share your 
thoughts. Call us at 914-636-0110. 
Those who call are asked to please 
stay on topic.
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GOP’s Choice is McCain or Clinton
By Bob Weir

Like Klockwork

   Talk radio is a powerful medium 
with significant influence over 
millions of Americans as they 
spend hours in their morning and 
evening commutes. Yes, television 
dominates the night, but that little 
chatterbox in your dashboard is the 
most formidable opinion shaper 
from dawn to dusk. For the better 
part of a generation, those opinions 
have been carefully crafted to build 
and fortify conservative philosophy. 
Often referred to as “right-wing 
radio,” it has helped launch the 
careers of many Republicans, while 
scuttling the ambitions of some 
liberal Democrats. While talk show 
hosts rail against what they call 
the “mainstream media,” telling 
their listeners that liberals have an 
agenda, they often downplay their 
own substantial impact as they 
hammer out a consistent message 
with daily rapidity. 
   During the forties and fifties we 
were, by any political yardstick, a 
staunchly conservative population. 
There were strict codes of behavior 
in our schools, our movies, our 
television shows and in our 
military. Then, for reasons that 
historians can argue about, the 
country took a sudden turn to the 
left. The institution of government 
came under increasing scrutiny 
and a segment of the population 
began questioning a value system 

that seemed 
irrelevant and 
h y p o c r i t i c a l . 
Much of the 
criticism was 
correct, since we 
talked proudly 
about freedom, 
while continuing 
to tolerate racial 
discrimination overtly in several 
states and covertly in the rest. 
However, much of it was political 
as scores of national groups formed 
to take advantage of the social 
revolution. As movements are 
wont to do, this one soon went to 
extremes. You can be successful in 
a free market system if you find a 
need and fulfill it. 
   The rise of liberalism through 
the seventies and beyond gave 
embryonic life to what would soon 
become the counter revolution, 
beginning in the mid-eighties and 
continuing today. Talk radio was 
middle-America’s answer to the 
liberal media and it found its voice in 
Rush Limbaugh. The self-described 
“Doctor of Democracy” stood up 
for the closely-held traditions that 
many Americans felt had been 
whisked away by a government 
that had abandoned them if favor 
of a vocal minority. With Limbaugh 
championing their cause, they were 
a unified force with the strength to 

hold back the 
tide of change 
that seemed to 
engulf them. 
This was good 
for the country 
because it 
allowed for 
a balance of 
opinion so 

necessary in a democracy. Pardon 
my short foray into history, but I 
just wanted to set the stage for my 
next thought. 
   Senator John McCain is being 
excoriated by talk radio for not 
being the staunch conservative that 
Ronald Reagan was. Yet, many of 
the decisions Reagan made are 
comparable to those of McCain. 
Moreover, Reagan, like McCain 
refused to be a rubber stamp for 
ideologues on the right or the left. 
But, when it came to core values 
like pro-life, smaller government, 
strong military, etc., Reagan 
was intractable. So is McCain! 
Nevertheless, that doesn’t seem to 
be enough to those who are used to 
pulling the strings and having their 
demands met. Political firebrand, 
Ann Coulter, the epitome of right-
wing dogma, is so upset with 
McCain that she says she’s ready to 
vote for Hillary Clinton. (I always 
thought it was the liberals who 
stamped their feet and whined when 

they didn’t get their way.) McCain 
is no Ronald Reagan, but he’s a lot 
closer to the Gipper than the former 
First Lady. 
   For at least the past seven years, 
leaders in the GOP have been 
preparing for a Hillary Clinton 
candidacy and devising ways 
to defeat her. (Coulter has been 
one of the most caustic Clinton 
bashers.) Now, even though the 
“Super Tuesday” Primaries have 
made it clear that McCain has the 
best chance of all the other GOP 
hopefuls to accomplish that, he is 
being attacked by the same people 
who were attacking Clinton. In the 
last Democrat debate, CNN anchor, 
Wolf Blitzer said many people 
consider Clinton and Obama to be 
the “Dream ticket” for 2008. Let no 
one doubt that such a team would 
be formidable indeed. On the other 
hand, if McCain were to win, he 
could save us from a possible 16 
years of Democrat rule. That’s 
right! If Obama became vice-
President, he’d only be about 55 
when Hillary finished two terms in 
the White House. A mature person 
knows that you can’t always get 
everything you want. If the McCain 
bashing continues, Republicans 
may be waiting a long time to get 
anything they want. 

   This seems to happen every ten  
years or so, but not 
without forewarning and 
a reasonable explanation. 
   For many decades, in print and 
on the lecture platform, I’ve thrown 
out this life line to people of all 
ages and backgrounds on several 
continents: Whenever you get the 
feeling that you’re not making the 
best use of your time and energy, 
ask yourself a simple question: 
“Am I happy doing what I’m doing 
now or would I rather be doing 
something else?” If the answers 
are yes and no, respectively, smile 
a while, then continue doing it. 
   If your gut responses, though, are 
no and yes, follow up with a second 
query: “Do I have any acceptable 
alternative?” If the response is “not 
really” or “hell, no,” just knuckle 
down and keep on keeping on 
until you can choose to change 
course and live with the results. 
   Whenever you can honestly say 
that you’re free to opt for a more 
attractive choice, just go for it. 
   Understand, I’m anything BUT 
an unhappy guy, but something 

A Recurrence of the Sayonara Syndrome
 

By Joe Klock, Sr.

very persuasively tells me that the 
time has come for my “manopause” 
- a change of lifestyle. (Been 
wanting to use that term for quite a 
while and it presently seems to fit.) 
   After writing more than a thousand 
opinion columns - creeping up on 
#500 in the current series - I’m 
in no danger of running out of 
material and, in fact, my “idea hive” 
is bigger and buzzier than ever. 
   Neither do I deny the emotional 
catharsis of ranting about subjects 
of my personal choice, the 
satisfaction of seeing my stuff 
in print, the stimulus of reader 
feedback and the genuine pleasure 
of word play. (I wonder why people 
bother to write fiction when real 
life is the literary equivalent of 
such perpetual wellsprings as Old 
Faithful and the La Brea Tar pits.) 
  What’s making me a bit unhappy is 
that these benefits are being bought 
with an increasing drain on the 
amount of the time I can count on, 
at 81-plus years. (Let’s face it, gang; 
the average present age of those 
born in 1926 is already deceased.) 
   Thus, it makes nothing but sense 

to chip away at the unfinished 
business of my life, which I 
simply have not been doing. 
   This includes a mountain 
of unread books, a number of 
personal goals unreached and 
some embezzlement of the leisure 
hours I should be sharing with 
Firstwife and Bestfriend (they 
being a party of one, by the way). 
   To make a long story longer (one of 
my stronger suits, as regular readers 
know), today is the last of my self-
imposed weekly deadlines for new 
op-ed material, although loyal 
editors and subscribers will continue 
to receive reruns and an occasional 
burst of fresh curmudgeonry. 

   Meanwhile - and, frankly, only 
when I damwell please - I’ll be getting 
back to long-neglected projects, 
such as a second collection of op-
ed columns and a book-length opus 
entitled “Are Women From Malls 
And Men From Penis?” (Yes, that’s 
copyrighted, so don’t mess with it!) 
   I’ll also be shoveling through 
a fertile compost heap of notes, 
outlines and “gonnado’s” 
toward the objective of 
clearing the decks for inaction. 
   Until fresh meat of suitable 
sort appears, my existing body 
of work lies in naked repose at 
www.joeklock.com - some for free 
and the rest available at almost 
embarrassingly modest cost.  
   Will I someday return to the 
treadmill of weekly columny? 
A long time ago, a close pal and 
valued mentor gave me this sage 
counsel: “Never say never, never 
say always, always say maybe.” 
   Aside: If more people on this 
troubled planet followed that 
precept, it would be a better place 
in which to live, work, play, 
hold office and stay married. 

   So, like the late Sophie Tucker, 
a bad penny, the common cold 
and Rocky Balboa, maybe 
I’ll come back with a weekly 
rant, as I’ve done in the past 
   In pondering the vast acreage of 
paperspace I’ve sodded with words, 
I can honestly say that the past has 
been fun for the most part and, 
I hope in small part, successful. 
My intention has always been to 
stimulate thought, rather than win 
agreement and, when possible, 
to entertain without offending.  
   So, this latest of my sayonaras 
is neither tinged with sadness, 
nor regrets nor certain finality. 
   It’s simply time to pause, sniff 
some neglected flowers and nose 
around for whatever new scents 
might be in the future winds. 
   See ya later; stay tuned!

Freelance wordworker Joe Klock, 
Sr. (joeklock@aol.com) is a 

winter Floridian who summers 
in New Hampshire. More of his 
“Klockwork,” can be found at 

www.joeklock.com.
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   Super Tuesday came and 
went, but did little to clarify the 
Democratic Party’s dilemma over 
its Presidential nomination
   Both Hillary Clinton and 
Barack Obama did well with their 
respective constituencies.  To put it 
in the simplest way, she won the big 
states and he won the small states.  
There are more small states than 
large ones, but the bigger states 
have more votes.  He won a lot of 
red (Republican) states, she won the 
key blue (Democratic) states.  What 
does that mean?  Who knows?
   Democratic national chairman 
Howard Dean was on television 
the other night urging the major 
candidates to decide on the 
nomination well before the 
convention in late August.   He 
said he did not want to see a 
‘brokered convention’.   That 
statement showed a profound lack 
of awareness of American history, 
in which conventions have had a 
significant role.
   Abraham Lincoln, a one-term 
congressman from Illinois, would 
never have been nominated for 
the Presidency in 1860 by the 
Republican Party if there had not 
been a convention.  The same 
is true of Woodrow Wilson, the 
Democratic candidate in 1912.   It 
is valid to a lesser extent for John F. 
Kennedy in 1960, because by then 
conventions were losing ground to 
state primaries.
   A hundred years ago, political 
conventions were gatherings of 
party leaders, who nominated 
candidates on the basis of who 
was most likely to win, and with 
whom each delegate had the 
best relationships.  Financial 
considerations probably also played 
a part in the selection process; along 

Reflections on the Candidates for President
  

By Henry J. Stern

with ideological ones (e.g. views on 
the tariff).
   In the latter part of the 20th 
century, the convention process 
was deemed to be undemocratic, in 
that ordinary voters were excluded. 
State primaries multiplied, in 
which members of the party (or in 
some states, independents as well) 
chose the delegates to the national 
convention and those delegates 
were bound (in varying degrees of 
fealty) to particular candidates under 
whose banner they competed..
   Of course, circumstances change 
between primary day and the 
convention.   Some candidates 
withdraw, or suspend their 
campaigns, if they do not do well 
in early or later primaries.  Their 
delegates are consequently freed to 
do what they or their masters think 
is best.
   The novelty in the 2008 primary 
season was the race to be the 
earliest state to choose..   New York 
and California had traditionally 
had June primaries, which was 
close to the end of the nominating 
season.  If the winner was by that 
time apparent as a result of earlier 
primaries, the states which had not 
yet voted became inconsequential.  
No promises to those delegates, 
either of jobs or of public works in 
their state.
   Therefore most of the states 
advanced their primaries to 
February, the first month they 
were allowed by the party leaders 
to be held, except for four specific 
states which had traditionally had 
early primaries: They were Iowa. 
which had caucuses and not a direct 
primary, New Hampshire, Nevada 
and South Carolina.  These four 
states were located in different 
regions, the midwest, northeast, 

south and west.
   Two other 
states, Florida 
and Michigan, 
adopted legislation 
providing for 
January primaries, 
but the Democratic 
Party said it would 
refuse to seat any 
delegates selected 
at a primary which 
did not conform to 
the party-adopted 
timetable.  The 
Party directed 
candidates not to 
campaign in the rebellious states, 
who believed that the states, not the 
parties, should be the ones to decide 
when their citizens should vote in 
primary elections.  What gall!
   Now we are in the midst of 
primary season. About thirty states 
have voted, twenty remain.  A large 
delegation to be chosen in June 
is Puerto Rico, which will have 
63 delegates at the Democratic 
convention, who vote as a bloc.  It 
is a real possibility that, in a close 
race, the Puerto Rican delegation 
will decide who will be the 
Democratic candidate for President 
of the United States.  If that turns 
out to be the case, it will not help 
the Democratic cause in November, 
when the fifty states, voting through 
the electoral college, will choose the 
44th president. Yes, we know the 
electors vote to elect the President 
41 days later, but the people select 
the electors on the first Tuesday 
after the first Monday in November. 
(Nov. 2-8) 
   A candidate to be that 44th 
president, Governor Huckabee said 
Tuesday night that he was the 44th 
Governor of the State of Arkansas.  

One Governor of 
Arkansas, also 
from the town of 
Hope, was elected 
President in 1992.  
This year the 
former first lady 
of Arkansas is a 
leading candidate.  
It may take divine 
intervention for 
Huckabee to win 
the presidency, 
but who is more 
likely to bring that 
about than a Baptist 
minister.

   While we think of reverends, 
the rise of Barack Obama has 
served, incidentally, to diminish 
the importance of two men of the 
cloth who are very prominent 
African-Americans.  It was the 
Reverend Jesse Jackson, father 
of Congressman Jesse Jackson, 
Jr. of Illinois, who first advocated 
the use of the term “African-
American” for persons of color. 
He also ran for President twice.   
It was the Reverend Al Sharpton 
of New York, who overcame his 
involvement with Tawana Brawley 
case to emerge as an articulate and 
effective spokesman in cases where 
he found racial injustice. He ran 
unsuccessfully for Senator from 
New York and mayor of New York 
City (he lost to Ruth Messinger in 
1997, who in turn lost to Mayor 
Giuliani).
   But both clergymen’s eminence 
in the African-American has been 
eclipsed to some extent by the 
popularity of Barack Obama, wo 
appeals to both races.  Obama 
was the first black president of 
the Harvard Law Review, which 
to some is comparable, making 

allowance for age, if not to the 
Presidency, at least, to Congress.
   It is an unusual circumstance 
that both major Democratic 
candidates are lawyers who are 
married to outspoken spouses who 
were their classmates at law school.  
The Clintons are Yale Law ‘73 (she 
was, of course, Hillary Rodham, a 
Wellesley grad)) and the Obamas 
are Harvard Law ‘91 (she was 
Michelle Robinson, a Princeton 
alumna).  There is nothing wrong 
with any of that, and in fact it is 
terrific to have leaders who are well 
educated and show an early interest 
in public service (kindergarten?).
   There is, however, some degree of 
irony in the standard-bearers of the 
party of the less privileged coming 
from quite a different background.  
Nonetheless, their fine education is 
an achievement of the young people 
themselves, they did not have 
extremely wealthy parents, the two 
men were raised by single mothers 
for much of their childhood.
Their backgrounds are a fine 
example of the American dream.
   This does not in any way detract 
from the background of Senator 
John Sidney McCain, III, (Mac 
is back - his slogan after Super 
Tuesday).  McCain’s father and 
paternal grandfather were both 
admirals in the United States Navy, 
and the senator is a graduate of the 
U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis. 
It is widely known that McCain was 
a prisoner of war in Vietnam for 
five and one half years, declining 
early release which had been 
offered because of his pedigree in 
the officer corps in the navy.
   We are not as familiar with the 
Rev. Huckabee’s background.  
He is a Baptist minister who 
served ten and one-half years as 

Governor of Arkansas, and lost one 
hundred pounds before he started 
campaigning for President.  He is 
therefore a model of self-control.  
He has a warm, folksy manner 
and is not a hell-and-brimstone 
preacher.  On the campaign trail, he 
is said to have become friendly with 
McCain and developed a dislike for 
Romney.
   These are much more interesting 
races, on both sides, than we 
had four years ago.  One of the 
candidates has to win, and possibly 
two, if their considerable egos allow 
them to run on the same ticket.  
Remember Kennedy-Johnson in 
1960.   
   If you are dissatisfied with the 
quadrennial process by which we 
choose our leaders, think of other 
countries and how fortunate we 
are.
   We do not rely on parliamentary 
majorities which can be broken 
at any time by a dissatisfied party 
leader, no snap elections followed 
by five-year terms, our disputes 
settled by the Supreme Court rather 
than by force of arms, and the loser 
is free to run next time and possibly 
be elected. (e.g., Richard Nixon, 
lost in 1960, Ronald Reagan, lost 
the Republican nomination to Ford 
in 1976, and John McCain, lost the 
Republican nomination to Bush 43 
in 2000.)

Henry Stern is president of New 
York Civic (www.NYCivic.org) and 

a blogger on public issues. 
He was New York City’s Parks 
Commissioner for fifteen years 

under Mayors Koch and Giuliani.

   On Monday morning, February 
4th, I was given a second bout 
of good news. With the New 
York Giants scraping by to what 
was an unexpected defeat of the 
undefeatable Patriots, I could 
hardly believe the news. Delivered 
in electronic form by Jeff Buss an 
attorney with Smith, Buss Jacob in 
Yonkers, at 8:16 am he informed 
the community of Yonkers plaintiffs 
that they also won what often 
seems a victory that is unattainable. 
We beat City Hall. We didn’t 
hit the crossbar we tore a hole 
in the onion bag, with a penalty 
kick. The city’s goalie Kevin 
Plunkett did not have a chance. 
   As extra time played it was hard 
to know if we would end up with 
penalty kicks deciding our legal 
fate and future. That was not to be. 
The referee blew the final whistle. 

Final Score: Two Nil
By Martin McGloin

The Supreme Court of the State 
of New York Appellate Division: 
Second Department ruled in 
favor of those brave community 
members and some of our local 
politicians who dared stand up to 
Yonkers own Tammany Hall. The 
cheers of the crowd could be felt 
and heard all around Yonkers as 
the good news spread like wildfire, 
by phone, computer and voice. 
You can beat City Hall, You can 
beat City Hall was the heartfelt 
message. A Hallmark love story 
for Valentine’s Day came early. 
   The 3 to 1 decision, decided on 
January 29, 2008, by the Judges 
brought me back to a place in the 
memory banks of my mind of my 
visit to the court back in September 
of 07. 
   Justice Crane, Florio and Carni 
ruled in our favor. Judge Lifson 

ruled with the 
City. Reading 
the Decision and 
Order made me 
feel like I was 
on American 
Idol and all but 
Simon wanted 
me to go to 
H o l l y w o o d . 
Judge Lifson 
played Simon 
on this show. Lifson dissented and 
gave a long winded and 5 page 
explanation of what transpired. 
He was the videotape judge and I 
guess our last piece de resistance. 
   It was a long and tiring game. 
We had no substitutes but we lost 
two players in the second half. 
Council President Lesnick and 
Councilwoman Annabi left the field 
with injuries.

   These injuries 
were self 
inflicted, as 
Lesnick once 
elected did 
everything to 
play a mediator 
role and worked 
hard to promote 
solutions to 
the community 
which to this 

day are still not palatable He 
called it a charette we all called it 
a charade to this day I hear he is 
calling for a regata on Sprain Lake, 
but nobody wants it, especially 
all those adjacent to the lake. 
Wanna buy the Brooklyn 
Bridge, No thanks! 
   Sandi Annabi was the last off 
the field and she played gallantly 
until the week before the council 

voted  and she just didn’t have the 
stamina for this game. On July 
11th 2006 the council voted for a 
second time to approve the Ridge 
Hill project by supermajority vote. 
Not only did she leave the field she 
changed jerseys and came back on 
the field playing for the other side. 
   Interesting enough the cities tape 
of this meeting required by the FBI, 
has never surfaced. My version 
will remain on YonkersTV forever. 
   One has to ask how much this 
has cost the taxpayer of Yonkers. 
Is this arrogance “Supreme?” or 
is the Amicone administration 
protecting all of us? Who 
makes these decisions? Is it by 
committee or by the Emperor? 
   The most important aspect of this 
decision was that we took on City 
Hall and won. Ordinary residents 
of New York’s 4th largest city, 

said enough was enough when 
a Majority of the Council, two 
Council’s ago under then Council 
President Richard Martinelli 
changed the rules, kicked the 
referee off the field and played ball 
according to their own rules.  The 
community who had watched and 
respected and followed the process 
would not be fouled. A brave group 
of community members and local 
politicians stood up for the rights 
of all of the residents of Yonkers 
and headed straight to court. 
   So the final score is Community 
2, City of Yonkers 0. Now the City 
could appeal the decision but they 
would be foolish, wouldn’t they?

The Giants Train with 
Us 
   The 2008 Super Bowl victory 
of the New York Giants is a 
tremendous accomplishment and 
arguably the greatest upset in Super 
Bowl history. We at the University 
at Albany are especially proud, 
because every year since 1996, 
the Giants seasons have begun 
here at the team’s summer training 

camp. More than 32,500 fans 
from throughout the U.S. attended 
camp here last summer, including 
many supporters from New York, 
Connecticut, New Jersey, Vermont 
and even Florida.
   We know this victory will likely 
mean the largest crowds ever at the 
Giants summer training camp this 
July and August, but we assure you 
we will be ready to greet all the 
fans eager to travel to Albany to see 
the defending World Champions as 
they begin their quest for another 
title. Fans enjoy watching the tough 
practice sessions and talking with 
the players, and the University loves 
the chance to host our visitors and 
show off the campus. That is why, 
win or lose, we thank the Giants 
every year for the excitement they 
provide us. It is just that much 
better when we see their hard work 
result in an historic victory. 

George M. Philip  
The writer is the Interim President  
University at Albany, State 
University of New York 

Shopping - The Designer Way
The Penny Pincher at the Route 
117 Bypass Road (off Harris) in 
Bedford Hills is not the typical 
second-hand consignment shop. 
Instead, it has a beautiful selection 
of top designer, stylish and very 
high-end merchandise that is both 
new and gently-used including 
clothing, purses, shoes, jewelry, 
home furnishings, gift items and 
much more. All a bargain at a 
fraction of the original cost. Info: 
914 241-2134. 

Gourmet Restaurant with Long 
History
Julianna’s, an American Bistro, 
located at 276 Watch Hill Road 
in Cortlandt Manor (near the 
Blue Mountain Middle School) 

The Fine Print
By Lisa Fine 

has a long and 
interesting history. 
The restaurant 
started as a one-
room schoolhouse 
in the 1800’s, then 
it became a bar/
tavern in the 1930’s 
and has remained 
as a celebrated 
eatery ever since. 
Almost three years ago, co-owners 
chef Michael Carrozza and host 
Derek Palmisano, who both grew 
up locally, took over. The style is 
warm and casual, and a few of their 
gourmet offerings are Thai-style 
fried calamari, pecan crusted mahi, 
grilled tenderloin, gorgonzola 
mashed potatoes and not to be 
missed – the home made pistachio 

ice cream! 
Open Thursday 
– Monday. 
Reservations are 
suggested. Info: 
914 788-0505. 

Yorktown History 
Told Through 
Postcards
Four local authors 

– Linda Cooper, Adele Hobby, 
Susan Hack-Lane and John 
Tegeder – have collaborated on 
a new book which highlights the 
history of Yorktown through a 
collection of postcards. The book 
“Yorktown – A Postcard History 
Series” features an extensive look 
at the hamlets and communities of 
Jefferson Valley, Shrub Oak, Lake 

Mohegan, Mohansic, Crompond, 
Crow Hill, Sparkle Lake, Croton 
Heights and Kitchawan. Vintage 
images of the old railroad system, 
farms, main streets, camps, lakes, 
homes, post office and stores were 
provided by the Yorktown Museum, 
Taconic Postcard Club and private 
collectors. All royalties from the 
sales of this book are being donated 
to the Yorktown Museum. Info: 914 
962-2970.

To submit information for The 
Fine Print, please send emails to 

TheFinePrintNY@verizon.net, call 
914 243-9761, or visit the www.
LisaFineCommunications.com 

Website. Lisa Fine is owner of LF 
Communications, Inc. some of 

whose clients may be mentioned  
on occasion. 
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APPEARING IN YONKERS…BLACK 47!!!

New York City’s popular Irish rock band!

CHARITY CONCERT

SUNDAY, MARCH 2, 2008

YONKERS P.A.L.

127 NORTH BROADWAY, YONKERS

ALL PROCEEDS TO GO TO THE

DOORS TO OPEN AT 2PM

SHOW STARTS AT 3:30PM

ALSO APPEARING, WESTCHESTER’S HOTTEST TEEN BAND

GREEN EGGS & MAYHEM &

THE PIPES AND DRUMS OF THE POLICE EMERALD SOCIETY OF 

WESTCHESTER COUNTY

FOOD AND DRINK TO BE SOLD!

TICKETS $20 EACH

FOR FURTHER INFO CONTACT 

THE YONKERS PBA AT (914)377-7938

OR GO TO WWW.YONKERSPBA.COM

OR WWW.STBALDRICKS.ORG/EVENTS/

GREENBURGH, NY -- The 
Greenburgh Arts and Culture 
Committee will host an African 
American History Month event 
Sunday, February 24th from 
2-4 pm at Greenburgh Town 
Hall. Dubbed “An Old School 
Afternoon: A Rainbow of Praises,” 
the free reception and reading will 
feature contributors to Tribute: A 
Rainbow of Praises, an anthology 
recently published by Blind Beggar 
Press, Inc.
   Tribute is a sensitive and moving 
anthology in which 34 writers 
express how important family 
members, friends, and renowned 
and well-respected figures of 
popular culture have been in their 
lives. Many stories touch the 
sensibilities that we all share. 

Writers Offer “A Rainbow of Praises” 
at African-American 

History Month Celebration
   Contributors to the anthology 
include Greenburgh’s own Poet 
Laureate, Brenda Connor-Bey. 
One of her prose-poems, “Memory 
Flashes,” is dedicated to the late 
Richard Bartee, a much-loved 
fellow poet. 
   Blind Beggar Press, Inc. was 
established in 1977 by C. D. 
Grant (a Greenburgh resident) and 
Gary Johnston. At the time, both 
were Bronx Community College 
students, writers and poets who 
wanted to create a literary vehicle 
for established and emerging 
writers and artists while insisting 
on superior quality. As a result, over 
the years, Blind Beggar Press has 
published writers and artists from 
throughout the United States, the 
Caribbean and Africa. While many 

are established, well-known authors, 
others may not be as familiar, but 
deemed talented and deserving of 
the opportunity to have their work 
published.
   Eight contributors to Tribute have 
been invited to read excerpts from 
the anthology and their stories will 
surely inspire listeners. The also 
will provide an opportunity for 
the audience to reflect on why we 
should be grateful for opportunities 
gleaned from associations with 
people who have given us wisdom, 
insight and guidance. 

For further information about 
Tribute and Blind Beggar Press, 

visit www.blindbeggarpress.
org. C.D. Grant can be reached 
at blindbeggar1@juno.com or 

914.683.6792.

YONKERS, NY -- Westchester 
County Legislator José Alvarado 
(D-Yonkers) is reaching out to the 
public on behalf of the family of 
Teresa Zavala. In the wake of her 
death, the family of the 45-year old 
mother has generously donated a 
total of seven organs that will be 
used to give others a second chance 
at a better life. The family’s greatest 
wish now is to send their beloved 
mother and wife home to Honduras 
for burial.  
   After suffering a brain aneurysm 
three weeks ago, Zavala was 
admitted to the Westchester Medical 
Center in Valhalla. Earlier this 
week, her family made the difficult 
decision to disconnect her from life 
support.  
   Determined to keep her spirit 
alive, the family has donated seven 
of Zavala’s organs to the medical 
center for those in need. 

County Legislator José Alvarado 
Assists Yonkers Family in Need

   Alvarado said the Zavala-Diaz 
family is heartbroken over her death, 
and deeply wish for her final resting 
place to be in her native country of 
Honduras. They are in desperate 
need of financial assistance in order 
to make this happen.  
   “These are people of limited 
means,” explained Alvarado. “A 
family who values hard-work and 
respect for others. Teresa was an 
exceptional mother and wife. I 
am hoping that people will open 

their hearts to her family in their 
hour of need,” said Alvarado. She 
is survived by her loving husband 
Mario Diaz and their daughter 
Karen Diaz-Zavala.  
   Donations can be dropped off 
at Casa San Diego, 97 Yonkers 
Avenue, Yonkers, NY which if 
open from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm. 
You can also make deposits using 
La Iglesia Batista Chase Bank 
account #748936127; the church is 
located at 3868 10th Avenue, NY, 
NY 10034. If you wish, you can call 
Pastor Rolando Arias at (914) 969-
7473 for more information.

For more information on how you 
can help, call Diana Toledo at 
(914) 995-4070 or Mr. Diaz  

at (914) 513-1294.     

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- The 
Westchester County Department 
of Public Safety is accepting 
applications for seasonal park 
rangers to patrol county parks this 
summer.
   The uniformed park rangers work 
under the supervision of county 
police officers to maintain a safe 
and enjoyable atmosphere in the 
county’s parks. SPRs are called 
upon to assist park users, provide 
information on park rules and 
procedures, help in searches for lost 
children, perform basic first aid on 
occasion and make regular security 
checks of buildings and facilities.
   First-time park rangers are paid 
$14 hourly. The rate of pay rises in 
subsequent summers of service.
Park rangers must be high school 
graduates, at least 19 years of age 
and possess a valid New York 
State driver’s license by the time 

County Police Accepting 
Applications for Seasonal 

Park Rangers
of appointment. An applicant may 
be 18 years of age if he or she is 
a member of a Law Enforcement 
Explorer’s Post with a police 
agency in Westchester.
   Upon acceptance, candidates 
are required to attend a two-week 
training program at the Westchester 
County Police Academy.
   “This is an excellent opportunity 
for young men and women interested 
in a law-enforcement career to gain 
valuable experience,” Public Safety 
Commissioner Thomas Belfiore 
said. “Many police officers in 
Westchester received their first 
exposure to law enforcement by 
working as a seasonal park ranger.”

Applications are available online 
at the Department of Public 

Safety’s website:
 http://www.westchestergov.com/ps/

This scrumptious treat will make 
every chocolate lover swoon and 
takes less than 5 minutes to prepare, 
allowing you extra time to spend 
with your sweetie. 
   According to Kozy Shack’s 
Chef John Troiano, “In today’s 
busy society there is never enough 
time to cook from scratch even 
professional chefs have their own 
tricks to save time. Whenever 
possible, turn to high-quality 
prepared foods and then add your 
own personal touch.”
   Making an incredible dessert 
doesn’t have to be hard - below is 
a simple, quick-and-easy recipe 
everyone will love.

Sweet 
Tooth Idea 

for Your 
Sweetheart

Chocolate Strawberry Cream Pie 
- 1 - 8” premade pie shell 
- 22 oz. Kozy Shack® Chocolate 
Covered Strawberries Pudding 
- Whipped topping 
- Pour Kozy Shack® Chocolate 
Covered Strawberries Pudding 
into pie shell and spread evenly.  
Cover entire surface of pie with 
whipped topping.  Place in freezer 
for approximately 1 hour. Remove, 
slice and serve. 
- Preparation time: 3 minutes 
- Yield: 6-8 servings 

   Kozy Shack® Chocolate Covered 
Strawberries is the first in a new 
line of Limited Edition products 
which will be introduced to the 
marketplace in 2008.  Unlike 
its traditional product offerings, 
the Limited Edition line will be 
available only in 22 oz. and will 
contain a recipe on the package.  
The pudding is delicious right out 
of the package and as an ingredient 
in gourmet desserts.
   Noted as a “Supermarket Gem,” 
by The New York Times, for 
its ready-to-eat wholesome and 
delicious taste. 

For recipes and more information 
visit us at www.kozyshack.com, 

where consumers can share their 
own Passion for Pudding™ ideas.

   Wastewater and storm water were 
among the serious concerns in 
AKRF’s North Avenue Planning 
Study but City Council members 
posed other problems. Graham 
Trelstad representing AKRF 
began his presentation by stating 
that with additional impervious 
surfaces, the larger demands of 
this proposed development can be 
handled by the existing main.  At 
the February fifth New Rochelle 
City Council meeting Trelstad 
identified four districts on North 
Avenue: the college district (east 
to Iona), the neighborhood north of 
Hamilton Avenue, the government 
district around City Hall, and the 
transportation area from Sickles 
Avenue to the train station.
   Trelstad characterized North 
Avenue as a “gateway to downtown.”  
There  is no predominant use of this 
area. Scattered pedestrian activity 
occurs on North Avenue and  he felt 
parking on North Avenue should 
be minimized.  Traffic in his view, 
“seemed acceptable,” but mitigation 
of traffic flow was suggested by re-
timing lights for the side streets 
intersecting North Avenue.  He 
felt residents, including those for 
the new buildings proposed, could 
obtain parking permits in nearby 
city lots and in areas off North 
Avenue.  One specific suggestion 
Trelstad gave was that a deck could 
be added to the City Hall parking 
lot.  Since peak hour traffic might 
restrain new development, south 
bound traffic for Garden Street 
could be diverted to Lincoln Avenue 
and Memorial Highway.  Another 
solution to traffic would be adding a 
jitney bus service on North Avenue 
and then encouraging residents to 
see the need for using it.
   Among the recommendations of 
the study was rezoning to provide 
incentives for owners to build higher 
d e n s i t y  s t r u c t u r e s .   Tr e l s t a d 
cautioned enough density would 
be needed to attract private 

Can New Rochelle’s North Avenue 
be Rezoned? 

By Peggy Godfrey

investment in development and 
to make public transportation 
feasible.  He showed areas already 
exceeding the current zoning floor 
area ratio densities such as the Iona 
Dorms.  Building designs were 
explored by contrasting the equal 
square footage of a building with two 
12 story towers on either side and 
a low middle section to an 8 story 
building in a rectangular shape.  
Stated height can be “meshed “well 
from the street”  especially using 
floating zones as long as Council 
had the discretion to approve the 
design.  Environmental review of 
this proposal would be the next 
necessary step. 
   The first City Council member 
to question Trelstad was Louis 
Trangucci, District l, who asked 
what the report projected as the 
population of the area including 
the number of school children 
who would be adding to the tax 
burden.  He was told there are “no 
easy answers” and this would be 
determined later in an environmental 
study.  Council member Jim Stowe, 
District 3, asked how the jitney bus 
could work and was told bus stops 
where people could congregate 
would be used.  City Manager, 
Chuck Strome, asked about jitney 
service to the Pinebrook area and 
Craig King, Commissioner of 
Development, added that people 
want to get in their cars to drive 
to their destination.  Perpendicular 
parking on Lockwood Avenue 
which is wide was brought up by 
Stowe, but was told by Trelstad that 
safety problems would impact this 

change.   Albert Tarantino, Council 
member for District 2, asked if the 
consultant had looked at downtown 
especially t he LeCount Square 
proposal, because he thought there 
was already enough additional 
residential in downtown.  How was 
traffic going to handled on North 
Avenue, he said, when the density 
levels are already “overwhelming?”  
He was told a future environmental 
impact study would look at these 
cumulative effects.  Council 
member Marianne Sussman, District 
6, commented that the jitney would 
be hard to sell to the residents.  
   If parking was provided “on site” 
for any proposed new development 
according to Trelstad, then much 
larger plot sizes would be needed, 
especially when the 20 foot 
requirement for a parking space was 
considered.  Mayor Noam Bramson 
called the model “academic” 
and mentioned the difficulty of 
attracting private development.  He 
asked if this was creating a “new 
downtown” and was told “no” with 
an answer that Wykagyl is an 
illustration of a “model of a 
neighborhood with convenient 
services.”   Bramson said the staff 
would review the proposal.  Public 
meetings are anticipated in the next 
3 or 4 weeks.
   When asked later, Richard Sutton, 
of Sutton Real Estate on North 
Avenue, had questions about the 
jitney service.  He felt there was 
already a bus on North Avenue and 
he could not see any benefits to a 
jitney service since most people 
prefer to drive a car.  George 
Imburgia said that when studies 
are conducted they should include 
all the facts about how much 
tax abatement will be given to 
developers, how much everything 
stated in the proposal is going to 
cost the city, and ultimately how 
much it will cost the taxpayer.  

ALFRED, NY -- New leadership 
awards will allow Alfred University 
(AU) students to complete valuable 
internships, even if they are 
unpaid. 
   Pamela Lavin Bernstein, a member 
of the Class of 1971, and Dr. Gene 
Bernstein, a 1969 alumnus of AU, 
trustee and former chairman of the 
Board of Trustees, are endowing 
the Bernstein Leadership Awards 
through the Women’s Leadership 
Center at Alfred University. 
   “We are pleased to be able to 
provide this much-needed assistance 
to Alfred University students,” 
said Pamela Bernstein, who was a 
founding member of the Women’s 
Leadership Center Advisory Board 
and continues to serve on the board.  
“Both Gene and I recognize the 
value of internship experiences for 
young women just beginning their 
professional careers, and we are 
delighted to be part of making that 
happen.”
   “One of the strengths of an Alfred 
University education has been the 
variety of leadership development 
opportunities open to our students,” 
said Gene Bernstein. “These awards 
will allow even more students to 
take advantage of what is available 
to them.”
   “With the income from the 
Bernsteins’ endowment, we will be 

Bernstein Leadership Awards
Create Opportunities

for 
Alfred University Students

able to provide funds to members 
of the Women’s Leadership 
Academy who wish to participate 
in internships or conferences,” 
said Amy Jacobson, director of the 
Center. “Our goal with these grants 
is to remove the financial barriers 
that often prevent students from 
pursuing meaningful off-campus 
experiences.”
   “Students tell us how important 
internships are to them and their 
future plans,” said Jacobson. “One 
student told me, ‘I didn’t want to 
waste my summer, and I really 
wanted to make a difference.’ 
That’s more difficult to do when 
personal finances keep them from 
pursuing worthwhile experiences. 
That is why I am so excited about 
the Bernsteins’ gift. It really will 
open up new experiences for our 
students.”
    “I had an internship with Judge 
Karla Moskowitz (a 1963 alumna 
of Alfred University) in the New 
York Supreme Court,” said Kellee-
Sue Henry, a senior from Yonkers, 
NY, who is majoring in psychology 
and communication studies at AU. 
I hope to be an attorney someday, 
and I live in the New York 
metropolitan areas, so this was an 
ideal opportunity for me. Because 
the internship was unpaid, however, 
I participated only on a part-time 

basis and just for a few weeks. 
Financial assistance would have 
allowed me to engage more fully in 
this valuable experience.”
   Henry is a graduate of Lincoln 
High School and is the daughter of 
Egbert and Dorrell Henry. 
   Jacobson noted between 30 and 
50 percent of all internships are 
unpaid, but they are critical for 
leadership development. “These 
grants will provide a much-needed 
and extremely valuable opportunity 
for our Women’s Leadership 
Academy students.”
   “We do everything possible to 
enrich our students’ lives during 
the academic year,” said Dr. Vicki 
Eaklor, professor of History. “It is 
such a waste when – for financial 
reasons – a student’s summer 
becomes a placeholder, rather than 
a chance to further expand their 
knowledge and skills.” 
   “With the support provided by 
the Bernstein Leadership Awards, 
Alfred University will be better 
positioned to enrich students’ 
educational and experiential 
opportunities, whether over the 
summer or during the regular term, 
giving them an advantage as they 
graduate and enter the working 
world,” Jacobson said.

http://www.blindbeggarpress.org
http://www.blindbeggarpress.org
mailto:blindbeggar1@juno.com
http://www.westchestergov.com/ps/
http://www.kozyshack.com
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Lt. Andy Fredericks, FDNY
Memorial Seminar & Exhibits

Hosted by the Elmsford Fire Dept.

Saturday, February 23, 2008
Snow date: Sunday, February 24, 2008

Registration, refreshments & exhibits begin at 7:30 AM

Program: 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM

“Private dwelling fires”
Presented by

Battalion Chief Jerry Tracy, FDNY

Proceeds donated to
  Lt. Andrew Fredericks Scholarship Fund

Burn Care Everywhere www.burncare.org

Firemen’s Home, Hudson, N.Y. www.fasny.com
Squad 18, FDNY, Family Fund www.fdnysquad18.com

Westchester Marriott Hotel
670 White Plains Road (Route 119), Tarrytown, N.Y.

For overnight accommodations, please call Marriott Hotel reservations @ (800) 882-1042 
and ask for the Elmsford Fire Department Seminar (2/23/08) seminar rate.

Pre-registration: $30

www.regonline.com/efdseminar08

At the door: $35

For additional information, please contact:

Syd Henry at shenry@elmsfordfd.com or (914) 490-1981

Joe Dorio at jdorio@elmsfordfd.com or (914) 536-2235

Downloadable registration forms, please visit our website:

http://elmsfordfd.com/seminar.php

italics) interactive (end italics) 
mini-golf experience. It’s enjoyable 
for toddlers and ‘tweens, teens and 
thirty-somethings and everyone 
else. 
   Since the opening of the first 
location in 2004, Monster Mini Golf 
has been on a roll – literally – and 
the Providence, RI-based company 
is now looking to expand nationally.  
With 12 locations set to open in 2008 
and another 12 franchises expected 
to be granted, founders Patrick and 
Christina Vitagliano have come 
a long way since living on peanut 
butter sandwiches and Domino’s 
Pizza while trying to build their 
business from the ground up. 
   Christina saw the business as 
something to keep her busy while 
her husband Patrick worked nights 
and weekends with his production 
company. “If I could have made 
$500 a week I would have been 
happy, I didn’t even care,” 
Vitagliano said. Within a month, 
business was impressive, buoyed 
by Christina’s marketing prowess. 
Within six months, customers were 
driving more than an hour to play 
the course.
   “You started to hear, ‘This place 
is a gold mine. Why didn’t I think 
of this?’” Vitagliano said. “All 
of sudden I got worried. We were 
in this tiny town in the middle of 
nowhere and somebody was going 
to steal our idea and profit from it.”

Monster Mini Golf Shoots for a Hole-In-One  
in White Plains

   Indeed, when you look behind 
the ghoulish decorations and larger-
than-life monsters, you discover 
that Monster Mini Golf is built 
upon a simple, yet highly effective 
business model fueled by a passion 
that plays an equally important 
role. 
   “What makes us who we are is 
so little about mini-golf,” Christina 
says. “We have a cool concept but 
the reason we have families coming 
in and people returning is because 
of the business and how we operate 
it.”
   Vitagliano devised the foundation 
for Monster Mini Golf while on 
the road, of course. Six months 
after their fateful trip to California, 
the couple was driving home from 
a weekend in New York City. 
Christina was brainstorming. She 
liked the mini-golf idea because it 
was not only family oriented and 
popular - her subsequent Internet 
research proved her hunch correct 
- but she and Patrick could launch it 
themselves. Taking golf indoors and 
going glow-in-dark made it cool, 
even though Vitagliano said there 
were plenty of “Debbie Downers” 
who said she had no chance at 
success.
    “That all goes into making us 
who we are,” Christina said. “There 
are a lot of family entertainment 
options out there and we always 
have to be a step ahead of  

everyone else.”
While Christina had the imagination 
and marketing prowess and Patrick 
added the creativity and technical 
expertise to get Monster Mini 
Golf started, it has since been the 
intangibles that have made Monster 
Mini Golf stand out from other 
franchised concepts. There are 
hundreds of other franchisors in the 
industry, but spend just a couple 
of minutes with Christina and you 
sense a different type of energy, 
passion and potential. If you ask 

Christina if she feels a kinship with 
the popular Mac vs. PC television 
commercials and how she envisions 
her concept vs. other franchisors, 
she enthusiastically answers, 
“Yes!”
   The Vitaglianos look for the same 
passion in their franchisees. They 
come from all walks of life: those 
from the medical fields, middle 
managers who got caught in a 
downsizing, many husband-and-
wife teams and more. Christina and 
Patrick had once considered growing 

the business themselves, opening a 
second location that would be run 
by a manager. “If we would have 
done that, we wouldn’t have been 
practicing what we know is the key 
to our business: owner operators,” 
Christina said. Thus, Monster Mini 
Golf franchise owners share the 
same eagerness and enthusiasm for 
building the concept’s brand as the 
Vitaglianos.
   “They tell who we are and what 
we do,” Vitagliano said. “When we 
get good potential franchisees, they 

are people who have read every 
word on that web site. When I ask 
them what made them call us, they 
say, ‘I read your site and you are the 
kind of people that I want to work 
with and a business that I want to 
be a part of.’” 

Learn more at 
www.monsterminigolf.com.

 

Medical Director of the Children’s 
Advocacy Center at the Westchester 
Institute for Human Development 
and Director of Child Protection for 
the Maria Fareri Children’s Hospital 
at Westchester Medical Center, has 
been a strong advocate for this 
legislation. “The field of child abuse 
pediatrics was designated a sub-
specialty by the American Board of 
Pediatrics, meaning that by 2010, 
doctors practicing this specialty 
will have to engage in three year 

post-residency training programs 
in order to become board certified.  
Currently there are only two such 
programs in New York, and more 
are desperately needed.” 
   “Paulin’s legislation will provide 
the means to train future child abuse 
pediatricians to conduct the clinical, 
research, and advocacy activities 
that work towards keeping children 
safe,” continued Dr. Cantor.  “I 
admire Assemblywoman Paulin’s 
vision in developing this innovative 

Assemblywoman Amy Paulin Fights to 
Improve Child Abuse Detection

legislation to support these 
educational programs.” 
   “Improving pediatric training 
and care for vulnerable children 
is an important goal for New York 
State,” concluded Assemblywoman 
Paulin.  “Nothing is more important 
than protecting our children.”  

Learn more on the Internet:
 http://www.childhelp.org/

resources/learning-center/statistics

Mayor Staff Assistant, five Senior 
Mayor Staff Assistants ranging in 
salary from $51,000 to $64,000, 
and two Special Assistants to the 
Mayor with salaries of $97,000 and 
$133,166.00.  These do not include 
nine mayoral employees in the 
exempt category, whose combined 
salaries total $897,979.   
   Gronowski notes that these 

Councilmember Gronowski Cites 
Violations of Civil Service Regulations

From Page 1

totals do not include provisional 
employees who may be employed 
by the Board of Education, 
Municipal Housing Authority and 
the Parking Authority. 
   Gronowski campaigned with 
a promise to expose the political 
patronage system and to make 
municipal employment an equal 
playing field for all qualified 

candidates and states that she 
is  committed to her campaign 
promise that she will not vote 
to certify a budget containing 
illegal employees.  She was also 
encouraged by the willingness of 
the state officials’ offer to help her 
identify and resolve the problem. 

plan they are currently considering.   
   “The Getty Square area is a critical 
transportation hub for Yonkers 
public transportation system. It’s 
the main transfer point for the 
county’s Bee-Line bus routes and 
Metro North commuters. But, 
Getty Square is basically the same 
as when horse drawn trolleys were 
the mode of transportation,” said 
Jenkins.  “The Yonkers City Council 
must approve a plan that brings 
Yonkers public transportation into 
the 21st Century.  A comprehensive 
transit hub is a glaring omission in 
all of the plans currently in front 
of the Yonkers City Council.”   
   Jenkins repeated that key to county 
transportation engineers beginning 
a study was for the Yonkers City 
Council to approve a plan. “All the 
proposed plans would significantly 
impact traffic flow – including 
street closures and street direction 
changes,” said Jenkins. “The 
county’s Transportation Department 
is waiting for the approval from 
the Yonkers City Council prior to 
expending any county resources.”  
   The Committee also focused 
a discussion on the need to 
resolve the problems stemming 
from high school students 

congregating in large numbers 
at Getty Square after school.   
   Yonkers Deputy Police Chief 
Charles Gardiner told the committee 
that about 15 Yonkers police officers 
are sent to patrol Getty Square 
every school day between 2:30 
and 4:30. Thirty-one 31 students 
have been arrested there so far this 
school year, resulting in 6 police 
officers being injured by youths.   
   “Getty Square is an area that high 
school students have chosen to 
hang out at after school and that has 
resulted in a number of incidents 
there. The bottom line is that we 
need a transportation hub in the 
Getty Square area that is safe and 
non-threatening to people using it 
and we need to make sure our high 
school students have a direct and 
safe way to get home,” said Jenkins.   
   Others who participated in 
the meeting on Getty Square 
included County Transportation 
Commissioner Lawrence Salley, 
County Public Safety Commissioner 
Thomas Belfiore, Yonkers 
Superintendent of Schools Bernard 
Pierorazio and John Fleming from 
the office of Yonkers Mayor Philip 
Amicone.

County and Yonkers Officials 
Form Getty Square Task Force
From Page 1

highlights may be viewed on 
the Assembly website at www.
assembly.state.ny.us.
No appointment is required; 
speakers will be heard on a first-
come, first-served basis, with a 
few exceptions made for unique 
circumstances. Latimer will be held 
the hearing open for three continuous 
hours to accommodate those who 
attend. Other state legislators have 
been invited to attend as well. 

For further information, contact 
Assemblyman Latimer’s office at 

914-777-3832.

Latimer to 
Host 2008 

Budget 
Hearing

From Page 1

http://www.childhelp.org/resources/learning-center/statistics
http://www.childhelp.org/resources/learning-center/statistics
http://www.assembly.state.ny.us
http://www.assembly.state.ny.us
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MAIN STREET LOFTS

A Newly Constructed Building

With 34 Affordable Rental Units

(Studios, One Bedrooms & Two Bedrooms

Located at

66 Main Street

Yonkers, NY 10701

Units will be Available

Approximately February 2008

Call immediately for information or to receive an application

(914) 969-6159

The Mayor’s Column
By Mary C. Marvin

Mayor of the Village of Bronxville

   Governor Eliot Spitzer released 
his 2008-2009 Executive Budget 
this past week.  Upon review, 
his initiatives, if enacted, would 
have only a negligible impact on 
the Village’s upcoming budget 
projections. 
   Our AIM (Aid and Incentives 
to Municipalities) Assistance, 
formerly known as Revenue 
Sharing, funding totaled at $66,248 
in 2007 - 2008 would only result in a 
3% inflationary increase to $68,235.  
Since we are in the lowest category 
of need exhibiting none of the State 
benchmarks of fiscal distress, we 
will receive the minimum level of 
increase. 
   The Governor proposes to reduce 
the Statewide CHIP (Consolidated 
Highway Improvements Program) 
funds by $9.4 million from $312.5 
million to $303.1 million so our 
expectation is that we will not 
receive any increase from our 2007 
total of $83,000.  This money is 
designated for road improvements 
that have a life of at least ten 
years.  Over the past several years, 
we have been using this money 
to supplement our street curbing, 
paving and sidewalk replacement 
program. 
   The current shared Municipal 
Services Incentive Program from 
which we have benefitted through 
joint equipment purchasing with 
Eastchester and Tuckahoe would 
continue at a $25 million State-
wide funding level.  This is the 
competitive program we use to 
acquire specialty equipment such 
as sewer line cleaning equipment, 
cameras for photographing 
storm water lines, essentially 
specialized equipment that no 

single municipality needs on a daily 
basis. 
   The Governor continues to 
support reform of the Wicks Law 
and State Procurement policies 
which both benefit the operation of 
Village government.  The minimum 
threshold triggering Wicks Law 
requirement would be raised to $1.5 
million from the current $500,000 
for Westchester County projects. 
   The Governor’s budget will 
enhance procurement flexibility 
by increasing competitive bidding 
limits for local governments from 
$20,000 to $50,000 for public 
works projects and from $10,000 
to $20,000 for commodities.  Most 
importantly, the proposal allows 
contracts to be awarded on the basis 
of “best value” rather than lowest 
bid. 
   Another forward thinking initiative 
is the proposal to dedicate $25 
million in revenue from unclaimed 
deposits in recyclable bottles to the 
Environmental Protection fund in 
2008-09 with this revenue stream 
expected to grow to $100 million 
annually. 
   Our funding from the various 
State agencies is negligible in most 
categories so we expect no great 
fluctuations in the small numbers.  

For example, we received between 
two and three thousand dollars to 
administer the STAR program, 
approximately $3,000 to offset 
Department of Public Works snow 
removal costs and approximately 
$7,000 earmarked for the Library 
through the County Library 
System. 
Our largest outside source of 
revenue, which the State likes to 
categorizes with the misnomer 
“State Aid” is our mortgage tax 
refund which fluctuates in the 
$300,000 to $400,000 range per 
annum.  We always budget this line 
conservatively to account for the 
vagaries in the real estate market.
   This year we are requesting State 
assistance in two new and distinct 
areas.   
   We are seeking funds for needed 
repair of our only State Road, 
Route 22, as well as a review of its 
drainage infrastructure.  Currently, 
there are no catch basins along the 
Bronxville stretch of the road. 
   Also, we are asking our elected 
officials to assist us in procuring 
funding help for a vibration study 
of Metro North’s third track to 
assess if it exceeds the noise and 
vibration levels promised upon its 
installation. 
   This year’s Village budget 
will be a challenging one as our 
Finance Committee has recently 
recommended that we decrease the 
amount of reserve funds we use to 
offset potential tax increases and 
shore up this number going forward.  
The internal Village budget process 
has begun at the staff level with a 
final budget proposal presented 
at the April Board of Trustees 
Meeting.

   I am pleased to report that the 
Lanza Family Foundation will 
make a generous donation of 
$12,284 to the town; enabling the 
Greenburgh Library to resume 
Sunday library hours beginning 
March 16 (excluding summer 
Sundays). In addition, the Lanza 
Family Foundation is donating 
$25,000 which will be used to 
reactivate the cybermobile. 
   The Lanza Family Foundation 
will require the Library to provide 
the Foundation with detailed 
weekly usage reports regarding the 
cybermobile/Sunday hours (cost 
analysis, number of people who 

Lanza Family Foundation to Fund 
Resumption of Sunday 

Library Hours/Cybermobile
By Paul Feiner

Supervisor of the Town of Greenburgh

use the cybermobile/Sunday hours, 
etc..) The $25,000 being allocated 
to the cybermobile will enable the 
library to provide cybermobile 
service to the community for at 

least a few months. 
   The Sunday hours and cybermobile 
service was discontinued in 
January, 2008, by the Greenburgh 
Library Board. I am very grateful 
to the Lanza Family Foundation for 
their very generous donation. Many 
residents, especially senior citizens, 
have been hurt because of the cuts. 
   Representatives of the Lanza 
Family Foundation met with 
me, Town Clerk Judith Beville, 
Philanthropic Coordinator George 
Gumina, and Winsome Gordon, 
of the Philanthropic Office, to 
discuss the terms of their generous 
donation.

Mayor Young.
    Mr. Horton will oversee the 
physical upkeep and maintenance 
of all properties and roadways 
belonging to the City of Mount 
Vernon. The department has 
the additional responsibility of 
ensuring that all services relating 
to the physical condition of the city 
enhances the quality of life levels 
set forth by local, state and federal 
standards. 
    “It is an honor to be given the 

opportunity to serve the great City 
of Mount Vernon as the new DPW 
Commissioner,” stated Horton. “My 
family has always been committed 
to public service. I am proud to 
bring my experience and expertise 
back to my hometown.” 
    Mr. Horton has very deep roots 
in the City of Mount Vernon. He is 
owner and founder of QFI, Inc., a 
real estate development and general 
contracting company based in the 
City of Mount Vernon. In 1999, he 

was appointed by the City to lead 
its federally funded Third Street 
revitalization initiative.  Mr. Horton 
was also instrumental in developing 
internship and scholarship 
opportunities at his alma mater 
Mount Vernon High School. He is 
also the recipient of the American 
Dream “Entrepreneurial” Award. 

 

Mayor Young Appoints New  
DPW Commissioner
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it is a disease that is preventable,” 
stated Idoni, who lost his own 
mother, Florence Idoni to heart 
disease in 2006.  “The “Go Red” 
movement empowers women 
with the information they need to 
reduce their heart risks by making 
lasting lifestyle changes that 
improve their overall heart health 
and lead to living longer, stronger, 
and healthier lives.”  County 
Clerk Idoni was elated by the 
tremendous outpouring of support 
from employees who wore red and 
volunteered to raise funds, as well 
as the monetary donations received 
from other county employees and 
the general public at their bake sale 
and raffle.   “I salute my staff, our 
county colleagues, and the public 
for enthusiastically embracing 
the “Go Red” movement.  Their 
support is further evidence of a 
commitment to improving not 
only their own health, but also 
the health of so many important 
women in their lives,” said Idoni.  
   Proceeds from the bake sale, 
which featured an assortment 
of delicious home-baked goods 
donated by staff, and the raffle 
will go to the American Heart 
Association to continue the fight 
against heart disease in women.  
   To find out more information 
about the nationwide “Go Red 
for Women” movement, or to 
make a donation, contact the local 
Westchester/Putnam regional office 
of the American Heart Association 
at (914) 694-6464 or visit  
http://www.goredforwomen.org/.  

Clerk’s Office  
“Goes Red for 

Women”
WHITE PLAINS, NY -- After 
hearing from the Social Services 
Commissioner about the 
Governor’s budget plan to shift 
more costs for social service 
programs to the counties, county 
legislators made it clear that the 
plan was unacceptable and they 
vowed to vigorously oppose it.   
   “In a word, we’re outraged,” 
said County Legislator José 
Alvarado, Chair of the Budget 
& Appropriations Committee. 
“Instead of finding ways to alleviate 
the burden on county property 
taxpayers, the Governor is proposing 
to saddle counties with more costs. 

County Board to State: “Don’t Shift More Costs to Counties!”
Legislators Profess Determination to Stand Up for County Taxpayers

This is unacceptable. The state must 
assume a greater share of mandated 
program costs and reduce the 
burden on local property taxpayers.”     
   Historically, the state and the 
counties have split the costs of 
certain social programs 50/50. 
Under the terms of the proposed 
state budget, the plan is for the state 
to pay for 48%, with the counties 
picking up the additional 2%.     
   Alvarado noted that the starting 
point for this discussion must 
continue to be that counties have 
no business paying for programs 
mandated by the state in the 
first place. “Let me be clear. 

These unfunded mandates are 
largely responsible for the county 
property tax levy. All the state 
has to understand is that when it 
shifts costs to counties, property 
taxes rise. It’s that simple.”      
   Former Budget Chair Mike 
Kaplowitz (D-I-WF, Somers) 
noted that the 2% cost shift 
would generate state savings 
of $76 million but translates to 
$76 million in added costs to 
counties. Of that, Westchester’s 
share would amount to $7 million.  
   “We’re the tail that gets wagged 
by the state,” Kaplowitz said. 
“We’re put in danger of having 

to constantly raise our property 
taxes here in Westchester because 
Albany can’t get a handle on its 
spending. In addition, we represent 
5% of the state’s population yet, 
with this proposal, Westchester 
residents would bear over 9% of the 
additional costs. That’s not fair.” 
   County Board Chair Bill Ryan 
commented that at the recent meeting 
of the New York State Association 
of Counties, over 800 officials from 
every county in the state collectively 
expressed concern over a number 
of the Governor’s proposals that 
would shift costs to localities and 
result in property tax increases.   

   “Although we welcome the 
proposal to reduce the growth 
of county pre-K expenses, we’re 
concerned about any reduction 
in aid to counties and the shifting 
of costs to the local level that 
will only result in increased 
property taxes,” said Ryan.   
   Alvarado said that the Budget 
Committee has invited the state 
delegation to meet to discuss the 
Governor’s proposed budget in the 
upcoming weeks.  The state budget 
is due to be finalized on March 
31st.

BOCA RATON, FL and 
LARCHMONT, NY -- MDVIP, 
Inc., a national leader in preventive 
and personalized medicine, 
announced that Philip C. Heinegg, 
MD of Larchmont will open his new 
practice next month on February 
28, 2008 with a reduced number of 
patients to enable him to deliver a 
higher level of personalized health 
care with an emphasis on prevention 
and early detection.  
   “Maintaining a practice size 
of 2,500 patients or more makes 
it nearly impossible to focus on 
the individualized needs of each 
patient. With the MDVIP model, I 
will finally have the time to practice 
my profession the way I always 
envisioned it. I will have time to 
listen, time to examine and the 
time to take the best care of my 

Larchmont Physician, Philip C. Heinegg, MD Joins MDVIP
patients so that I can provide more 
personalized, quality preventive 
care. One of the main reasons I 
chose to affiliate with MDVIP was 
because they are a very results-
driven company with an exceptional 
90% satisfaction rate and a 95% 
renewal rate,” said Dr.Heinegg.
   In health care today, physicians 
frequently step in at the diagnosis 
stage, which is often too late.  
Not only is this a detriment to the 
patient getting the earliest possible 
care, which is the best chance of 
complete recovery, but it’s also 
much more costly for the system. 
Reductions in hospitalizations is 
up to for Medicare beneficiaries/
patients over 65, and up to 80% 
for commercial insureds.  This is 
linked to the physicians being able 
to spend more time with patients to 
engage in preventive care and to 
intercede quickly.
    “This is a giant step forward in 
transforming health care in America 
for the better. MDVIP-affiliated 
practices allow the patient to have 
a better, closer, more confidential 

relationship with their doctor,” said 
Tommy Thompson, former U.S. 
Secretary of Health 
    And Human Services and Chairman 
of MDVIP’s Committee on Cost 
Reduction.  Through Preventive 
Health Care. “The MDVIP care 
model puts the emphasis on keeping 
the patient well, and their dramatic 
hospitalization reduction rates are 
proof of that. This is the way we 
should be practicing medicine. It’s 
the way the patient wants it, the 

way the doctor wants it, and that’s 
the way the system should work.”  
   Philip Heinegg, MD is a board 
certified physician who is affiliated 
with Sound Shore Medical Center 
of Westchester where he is Chief, 
Division of Family Medicine.  His 
academic appointments include 
Clinical Instructor, NY Medical 
College from 1989 to the present, 
prior to that he was Clinical 
Instructor, SUNY Syracuse School 
of Medicine and Assistant Professor 
of Clinical Family Medicine at 
SUNY Stony Brook.  Dr.  Heinegg 
received his BA from the University 
of Rochester, his Doctor of Medicine 
from University of St. Etienne, and 
he did his internship and residency 
at South Nassau Communities 
Hospital, Affiliate SUNY Stony 
Brook, Oceanside NY, Family 
Practice Residency Program.  He is 
also a medical volunteer in Nepal.  
   MDVIP, Inc. is a privately-
held firm, founded in 2000 and 
headquartered in Boca Raton, 
Florida.  It is a national network of 
physicians who practice proactive, 

preventive and personalized 
healthcare, not just the detection 
and treatment of disease.  With 
prevention as the cornerstone of 
its program, MDVIP has proven 
that it’s carefully chosen affiliated 
physicians provide exceptional care 
and achieve exceptional outcomes.  
These outcomes include lower 
hospitalization rates.  MDVIP-
affiliated physicians enjoy enhanced 
personal, professional and financial 
freedom.  MDVIP currently serves 
more than 65,000 patients through 
over 200 affiliated physicians 
located in 19 states and Washington, 
D.C. (Alabama, Arizona, California, 
Connecticut, Florida, Georgia, 
Illinois, Maryland, Massachusetts, 
Missouri, Nevada, New Jersey, 
New York, Ohio, North Carolina, 
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Texas 
and Virginia).  

For more information, go to
 www.MDVIP.com.

http://www.goredforwomen.org/
http://www.mdvip.com/
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YONKERS, NY – Yonkers Tribune 
had been advised that Yonkers 
Corporation Counsel had been 
advised that subpoenas would be 
delivered by end of day February 5, 
2008. Indeed they arrived after 4:00 
pm that day. Corporation Counsel 
Frank Rubino asked all those who 
“served” to call his office. When 
they did, they were individually 
given the subpoenas drawn by 
the United States Attorney for the 
Southern District Court, directing 
each to testify before a federal 
Grand Jury in White Plains, NY. 
   Those Yonkers City Council 
members confirmed to have received 
a subpoena are Patricia McDow (D-
1), Majority Leader Sandy Annabi 
(D-2), Minority Leader Liam 
McLaughlin (R-4),  John Murtagh 
(R-5), Dee Barbato (R-6), and City 
Council President Chuck Lesnick 
(D). Joan Gronowski (D-3) did 
not receive a subpoena. Former 
Councilmember Dennis Robertson 
(D-3) has received a subpoena. 
Former City Council President 
Richard Martinelli (R) has denied 
receiving a subpoena.  
   In a joint press release, 
Councilmembers Barbarto, 
McDow, and Murtagh  point out, 
“The subpoenas additionally seek 
production of documents related 
to “the Ridge Hill Project” and the 
“Longfellow Project” which are 
both development projects which 
were under consideration by the 
City Council in or about 2005.  
Additionally, the subpoenas seek 
production of documents related 
to legislation passed in 2004 
increasing rates for building and 
fire safety inspections and water.
   First to officially divulge issuance 
of the subpoena, Councilmembers 
Barbato, McDow, and Murtagh 
“applauded the ongoing 
investigation by the U.S. Attorney 
as necessary to assure the public 
that all of the business of the City of 

Federal Subpoena Issued to Members 
of Yonkers City Council

By Hezi Aris

Yonkers is conducted with integrity 
and with the best interests of the 
citizens and taxpayers at heart.”  
Majority Leader Annabi and 
Minority Leader McLaughlin have 
each, individually chosen to await 
inquiry of them by the court prior to 
issuing a statement.
Lesnick emphasized that, “some 
of the information that is being 
requested preceded my tenure on 
the Council.” Further, Lesnick is 
quoted to have said, “The City’s 
Corporation Council is coordinating 
the transfer of documents and 
information. Since it is a legal 
investigation further inquiries 
should be directed to the office of 
the Corporation Council.”
   Yonkers Mayor Phil Amicone 
issued the following official 
remarks:
   “The people of Yonkers should 
know that we have been fully 
cooperating with the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office since first learning of the 
investigation into the City Council 
early last year, and we will continue 
to do so.  I have committed the full 
resources of my administration 
to assist in any way possible with 
the ongoing investigation and have 
offered my strong support for this 
and any other effort to identify 

and prosecute possible corruption. 
   Continuing his train of thought, 
Mayor Amicone said, “The 
subpoenas issued to the City 
Council portray our entire city 
government in a bad light, despite 
our significant efforts to the 
contrary.  It is especially 
disappointing to me as 
I and so many of our 
public servants at every 
level have endeavored to 
move Yonkers away from 
what, at times, has 
been a troubled past.” 
   “Nevertheless, I have 
every confidence in the 
U.S. Attorney and his 
ability to conduct a complete and 
thorough investigation that will 
ensure the highest accountability of 
our public institutions,” concluded 
Mayor Amicone.

Roger Witherspoon is 
automotive columnist to the 

Dallas Examiner, Westchester 
Times Tribune, and  

Yonkers Tribune, among  
other media.

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

SETON MANOR

Newly Constructed

82 Unit Senior Citizen Residence
located at 185 Riverdale Avenue, Yonkers, NY 10705

(1/2 mile from Bronx line)

Affiliated with

St. Joseph’s Medical Center

Age 62 and Older

Section 8 Vouchers Welcome

Apartments Available Immediately

Some With River Views

Call immediately for information and to receive

an application

(914) 376-1400

Shifting Gears: Comfortably Green Cruising in the Camry Cousins
By Roger Witherspoon

   The silence takes a bit of getting 
used to.
   You push the ignition on the 
Camry Hybrid, the green version 
of the best selling mid sized sedan, 
and the result is a set of soft lights 
on a pale dash containing a diagram 
of the power system and the words: 
“Ready.” And that is all there is to 
it.
   For eight of the past nine years 
the Camry has been the best selling 
mid-sized sedan in the country. 
That is understandable given 
its combination of design flair, 
performance, appealing interior 
and, above all, its relatively low gas 
mileage.  But to add to the Camry’s 
general qualities Toyota has come 
out with a Camry cousin, the 
Camry Hybrid model, which adds 
environmental considerations to the 
car’s other qualities. 
   The Camry Hybrid can make 
familiar engine noises if you want 
it to. It has a 2.4-liter, four-cylinder 
gasoline engine cranking out just 
147 horsepower, a figure too low 
to make a normal family sedan 
appealing. Cars with low output 
like that are usually subcompacts 
which have difficulty making it up 
steep hills. 
   But that is not the case here. The 
Camry Hybrid has that second 
power plant, an electric engine 
producing just 40 horsepower, 
pushing the combined gas – electric 
“synergy drive” to an adequate 187 
horsepower. But the electric motor 
ads an enormous 200 pound-feet 
of torque directly to the Camry’s 
axels, providing power where it is 
actually used. When the systems 
are combined, the Camry Hybrid 
has the feel of an expensive sports 
sedan, instantly responding to 
a touch of the leather steering 
wheel. The Camry Hybrid with 
its combined power plants even 
accelerates faster than the standard 
Camry, which has a 3.5-liter, V-6 
engine producing 268 horsepower. 
   You have to drive the Hybrid to 
realize its potential, and it takes 

awhile to learn how to make the 
most efficient use of the dual power 
plant system.  Toyota pioneered the 
hybrid system by producing two 
complete power plants. The electric 
motor in the Camry is capable of 
starting the car, running all of its 
systems – including the heat or air 
conditioning – and driving it up 
to about 30 miles per hour. That 
makes the Camry Hybrid extremely 
efficient in stop and go, city traffic 
and is the primary reason it caries 
an EPA fuel rating of 40 miles per 
gallon. That is nearly double the 
EPA rating of 22 miles per gallon in 
city driving for the regular Camry 
with the V-6 gasoline engine. It 
also puts the Toyota system ahead 
of American competitors who use 
only partial hybrids which simply 
operate the car when the gas engine 
is idling but are not powerful 
enough to drive the car just on 
battery power.
      In the course of a year, the 
gasoline savings from the hybrid 
system can be significant for those 
whose driving is primarily in 
traffic. The average motorist drives 
15,000 miles annually, according 
to EPA estimates.  That means the 
owner of a standard Camry would 
buy 682 gallons of gasoline in a 
year, while the owner of the Camry 
Hybrid would buy 375 gallons – for 
a savings of about 306 gallons of 
gas annually, or about $900 a year 
at today’s gas prices.  
   The synergy drive is not free, 
however. The technology which 
makes the hybrid possible costs 
about $3,500 – which means 
it would take nearly four years 
operating the Camry Hybrid before 
the system is paid for and the owner 
is actually saving money. That is 
part of the reason that Toyota bills 
its synergy system primarily as a 
performance enhancer, rather than 
just a more fuel efficient system.
   To minimize the sticker shock of 
the hybrid system, Toyota offers 
a la carte amenities, allowing one 
to purchase fewer options and 

comforts in a hybrid than one 
would get in a standard Camry for 
the same price. The test car, for 
example, was a standard Camry SE 
four-door sedan which a wide array 
of amenities for a mid-sized, mid-
priced family car.
   Toyota did not scrimp on styling, 
with an undulating dash board 
punctuated by wide, light blue dials 
which are easy to read and lend 
turn the usually standard dash into 
a wall mural evoking images of a 
summer day. It features an easy 
to use, satellite driven navigation 
system with a touch screen, and 
the entertainment package includes 
XM satellite radio, an in-dash, 
four-disc CD and MP3 player. The 
Camry Hybrid, however, lacked the 
navigation system and the console 
less artistically distinctive.
   What the hybrid does best, 
however, is teach a motorist how 
to drive more efficiently. There 
are two images on the dials behind 
the steering wheel which are 
instructive: a live diagram showing, 
moment to moment, whether the 
power is coming from the gas 
engine, the electric motor, or both; 
and continuous miles per gallon 
meter.
   The latter can be puzzling at 
first, because the meter can jump 
instantly from a paltry 14 miles per 
gallon to an amazing 99 miles per 
gallon. The difference in gas usage 
is determined by whether you have 
pushed the pedal to the floor in a 
hard acceleration – which drinks 
gas at an alarming rate – or are 
essentially cruising on the battery, 
in which case, no gasoline is used.  
The power distribution diagram 
shows you what is happening as the 
miles per gallon changes.
   As a result, there is a normal 
inclination to try and keep the gauge 
as close to 99 as possible – as if 
you are driving a continuous video 
game. Driving more efficiently does 
not mean you have to drive slowly 
– but you may have to take more 
time getting up to speed. Instead 
of revving the gasoline engine for 
a quick takeoff, the hybrid owner 
gets used to slower starts solely on 
electric power, letting the gasoline 
engine effortlessly take over as the 
speed passes 30.
   The Camry has stayed at the head 
of the nation’s sedans because of its 
styling, technological innovation, 
and fuel efficiency. The addition of 
the Camry Hybrid simply ads to the 
Toyota legend and brings an even 
more fuel efficient performer to the 
head of the mid-sized pack.  

2007  Toyota Camry  SE
4-Door Sedan 
MSRP: $31,303

EPA Mileage: 22 MPG City 
31 MPG Highway 
Performance/ Safety: 
3.5-Liter aluminum alloy DOHC V-
6 engine producing 268 horsepower 
and 248 pound-feet of torque; 17-
inch aluminum alloy wheels; sport 
suspension; 4-wheel disc brakes; 
power assisted rack & pinion 
steering; anti-lock brakes; vehicle 
stability control; driver’s knee 
airbag; driver & front passenger 
advanced airbag system & seat-
mounted side airbags; front & rear 
curtain airbags; fog lamps daytime 
running lights. 
Interior/ Comfort: 
AM/FM/ XM satellite radio; 
satellite based navigation system; 
4-disc, in-dash CD and MP3 player; 
JBL premium, 440-watt audio with 
8 speakers; leather seats; heated 
front seats; power tilt/slide sunroof; 
fingertip cruise and audio controls; 
tilt/telescope steering wheel 
2007 Toyota Camry Hybrid
4-Door Sedan 
MSRP: $26,709
EPA Mileage: 40 MPG City
38 MPG Highway 
Performance/ Safety: 
2.4-Liter  aluminum alloy DOHC 
4-cylinder engine producing 147 
horsepower and 138 pound-feet 
of torque; permanent magnet 
synchronous motor producing 40 
horsepower and 199 pound-feet 
of torque; nickel-metal hydride 
battery; hybrid synergy drive; 
electronic continuously variable 
transmission; 16-inch aluminum 
alloy wheels; independent front & 
rear suspension; blue-tint halogen 
headlamps; daytime running lights; 
anti-lock brakes; ; vehicle stability 
control; driver’s knee airbag; driver 
& front passenger advanced airbag 
system & seat-mounted side airbags; 
front & rear curtain airbags. 
Interior/ Comfort: 
AM/ FM/ XM Satellite radio; 
tilt/ telescope steering wheel with 
fingertip audio controls; Bluetooth 
communications; 6-disc, in-dash 
CD and MP3 player; JBL premium, 
440-watt audio with 8 speakers.

one activity to another, Foster 
enjoys writing, photography and 
her newest hobby, learning to play 
the banjo, in addition to planning 
more than 20 family vacations to 
Walt Disney World during the past 
10 years.  
   Foster will share insider tips, 
reliable strategies and tools, as 
well as personal success stories 
with other families who visit www.
disneyworldmoms.com. The Walt 
Disney World Moms Panel site 
also allows guests to pose specific 
questions and have them answered 
independently by any one of the 12 
panelists. 
   “With so many trips to Walt 
Disney World, I have stayed at 
every level of resort with just about 
every combination of people – from 
family, to elderly, vacationing with 
friends, as a couple and even all 

Scarsdale Resident, Erin Foster, Chosen as 
Panelist for Walt Disney World’s 

First-Ever Moms Panel

by myself,” Foster said. “With 
every trip we find something new, 
different and magical that keeps us 
wanting more, and I am excited to 
lead others to find magic of their 
own.”
   Whether it’s traveling to Walt 
Disney World on a budget or 
deciding which restaurant best 
suits your family, the Moms Panel 
is designed to help make planning 
a vacation to Walt Disney World 
easier than ever. 
   “As more and more parents look 
to the Internet for advice, this 

online forum led by real park-savvy 
parents will serve as an effective 
way for guests to ask specific 
questions about visiting the Walt 
Disney World Resort,” said Meg 
Crofton, president of Walt Disney 
World.
   Families interested in taking a 
Disney vacation can log on to the 
Walt Disney World Moms Panel 
site at www.disneyworldmoms.com 
for a wealth of helpful planning 
information, expert tips and advice 
from its diverse group of panelists. 
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Yonkers, New York

7$
Right Here  Right Now

Billion
in Development

Come Grow With Us
Did you know that $7 billion in development proj-

ects are happening right here, right now in Yonkers? 

The City of Yonkers features some of the broadest 

urban redevelopment plans in the New York Metro 

Area and is on the cutting edge of commercial, em-

ployment and investment opportunities for busi-

nesses just like yours. These exciting opportunities 

have been made possible by the Yonkers IDA.

We’re Here To Help
We offer qualified projects financial incentives in the 

form of sales and mortgage tax exemptions, real 

property tax abatments and tax exempt bonds.

Make Yonkers Your Next Stop
Call Ellen Lynch today!

470 Nepperhan Avenue, Suite 200
Yonkers, NY 10701

Phone (914) 509-8651
Fax (914) 509-8650

info@YonkersIDA.com

Mayor Phil Amicone, Chairman
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http://www.cityofyonkersida.com/


