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   “All is race,” wrote Benjamin 
Disraeli, “there is no other truth.”  
   What Disraeli 
meant by race 
is what Winston 
Churchill meant 
when he spoke of 
“our island race” -
- a tribe, an ethnic 
group, a people 
unique and separate 
from all others.  
   Disraeli saw the 
Irish in Britain 
as a breed apart, 
an alien race:  
   “This wild, reckless, indolent, 
uncertain and superstitious race 
have no sympathy with the 
English character. Their ideal of 
human felicity is an alternation 
of clannish broils and coarse 
idolatry (i.e., Catholicism). Their 
history describes an unbroken 
circuitry of bigotry and blood.”  
   And whose bigotry 
was on display here?  
   Recently, this writer cited a 
Foreign Affairs article titled, “Us 
and Them: The Enduring Power 
of Ethnic Nationalism.” Professor 
Jerry Muller therein described 
what happened to Europe in the 

How Liberals Play Race 
Politics 

By Patrick J. Buchanan

20th century as the violent and 
bloody parturition of all the multi-

ethnic nations 
and empires into 
homogeneous states 
where each “race” 
at last had its own 
country to secure 
its own separate and 
privileged existence 
and tribal interests.  
   Only then did 
peace come to the 
Old Continent.  
   The process may 
not be at an end. 

Serbs in Bosnia and Kosovo wish to 
be with their kinsmen. Scots want 
out of Britain. Catalan and Basque 
seek independence from Spain.  
Flemish and Walloon are 
suing for divorce in Belgium.  
   This tribalism is now bedeviling 
America and the presidential 
politics of this diverse nation, 
and roiling its most diverse party.  
   The dominant minorities in 
the Democratic coalition are 
blacks, Hispanics and Jews.  
Though Obama began this 
campaign with under half of the 

   The New York 
State Legislature, 
known far and 
wide for its self-
indulgence and 
dysfunctionality, 
faces two major 
deadlines at the 
end of this month. 
   That means 18 
days remain for the 
solons to take action 
on both congestion 
pricing and the 
$124.5 billion state 
budget proposed 
for fiscal 2009. 
   On congestion pricing, or bridge 
tolling, we have been told that 
March 31 is the last day New York 
State can pass a bill in order to 
qualify for federal transportation 
funds.
   In our judgment, that date is 
fiction.  If you recall, last year we 
were told that July 16, 2007 was 
the absolute deadline for New York 
State to apply to the US Department 
of Transportation for hundreds of 

March Madness in 
Albany 

New Alignment of Big 3? Sticking it to Rich 
Folks

By Henry J. Stern

millions of dollars 
that would go to 
implementing an 
elaborate system of 
cameras and other 
machinery to collect 
fees from drivers 
entering Manhattan 
below 86th Street.  
We said that 
threatening the loss 
of outside funds 
was a scare tactic 
as old as Moses. 
   The 2008 model 
of congestion 
pricing, produced 

by a committee stacked with its 
proponents, moved the northern 
limit of the Forbidden City (as in 
Beijing) or the Forbidden Zone 
(as in Superman) south to 60th 
Street.  Further migration in either 
direction is possible.  After creating 
its own forbidden zone, London just 
about doubled its area, and raised 
the entry fee from 5 pounds (now 
about $10 as the dollar sinks) to 8 

   Under threat of intervention from 
NYS Gov. Eliot Spitzer and state 
regulators, a group of banks have 
agreed to pump billions of dollars 
into the coffers of their insurer 
(i.e., Ambac Financial Group – the 
second largest bond insurer) to 
essentially strengthen that insurer’s 
credit rating and its ability to 
continue to underwrite the banks’ 
portfolio of bonds. The question 
is: a) Will rivals get funded to keep 
them afloat, as well, and b) will it be 
enough to salvage that industry and 
avert yet another credit crisis. 
   The intervention threat was to 

What’s 
in Your 
Wallet? 

By Derickson K. Lawrence

New York Civic

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- Former 
State Assemblyman Ron Tocci said 
New York State deeded the New 
Rochelle Armory to the City of New 
Rochelle in l997 
for $1.  He told 
the Confederation 
of Neighborhood 
Associations and 
the New Rochelle 
Citizens Reform 
Club at their March 
5 meeting that the 
City of New 
R o c h e l l e ’ s 
agreement with 
the state included 
the need to 
maintain the 
property and to use 
the building for community events 
such as dances or basketball.  If the 
building was not used for a public 
purpose, it was to be returned to 
the state at market value.  Instead, 
New Rochelle used the property for 
police and fire department training.  
Damages were sustained, including 
broken down walls, bullet casings 
on the floor, and the destruction of 

Tocci:  Save the Historic 
New Rochelle Armory  

By Peggy Godfrey

beautiful murals.  
   Tocci, who was the Commissioner 
of Veteran Affairs, is now co-
chair of the Save the  Armory 

Committee. Many 
servicemen were 
mustered out of 
service in this 
b u i l d i n g  a n d  i t 
has a significant 
military heritage.   
He said the 
building is unique, 
and a landmark, 
adding that when 
an application 
for historic 
preservation was 
recently filed, the 
city did not sign 

the application.  
   Characterizing the Forest City 
Residential Plan for the Echo 
Bay area as “exotic pictures of the 
waterfront,” he said an analysis of 
the property shows it would allow 
only corridor views of the water.  
To develop the Echo Bay site would 
require clean-up of the l00 year 

CROTON-ON-
HARMON, NY 
-- The morning 
of February 15th 
should have been 
expected to be 
routine for Larry 
Rohrer, owner 
of the Croton 
Harmon Auto 
Repair at Oil 
City gasoline 
dealership located 
at Croton-on-Hudson. It would 
prove to be anything but routine. 
The station was opened at 6:00 am; 
before too long, cars that filled up 
with regular grade gasoline were 
found to be stranded on Route 
9, while others could not budge 
beyond the gasoline station island 
from which gasoline was dispensed. 
The complaints started to come in. 
What was causing the cars to stall 
or not even re-start?
   Reflecting back, Mr. Rohrer knew 
that his order for 5100 gallons 
of regular grade gasoline was 
delivered by Palisades Oil the night 

Gasoline Allegedly 
Delivered with Water 

By Hezi Aris

of February 
14, 2008. The 
delivery was 
made after 
Mr. Rohrer 
had closed the 
dealership. 
   It was evident 
that up to and 
i n c l u d i n g 
F e b r u a r y 
14, 2008, no 
incidents had 

occurred that caused the issues that 
became evident the morning of 
February 15, 2008. 
   Mr. Rohrer knew something was 
wrong. The question was what was 
causing the mechanical difficulties. 
Mr. Rohrer started the process 
by first checking out the gasoline 
holding tank. He does this every 
night at closing, and also in the 
early morning hours. At first he 
placed a green cream on a dip stick 
he inserted into the 8,000 gallon 
regular grade holding tank. When 
he pulled it out, the green cream 

W H I T E 
PLAINS, NY 
-- County 
E x e c u t i v e 
Andy Spano 
has called 
upon other 
We s t c h e s t e r 
m e r c h a n t s 
to follow the lead of DeCicco’s 
grocery stores and stop the sale of 
tobacco products entirely. 
   In a letter to John DeCicco Sr., 
Spano praised the action of the 
six-store groups aying, “Creating 
a healthy quality of life for all 
people in Westchester County is 
a responsibility we all share, and 
your decision to prohibit tobacco 
sales in your stores in Westchester 
and Rockland is a courageous one. 
It is my hope that other chain food 
stores and neighborhood markets 
will follow your lead. You have 
taken an important step to protect 
the health and well-being of your 
customers and staff.”
   Westchester County and its 
Department of Health have many 

DeCicco’s Applauded 
for Stopping to Sell 
Tobacco Products

programs to deter 
s m o k i n g  a n d 
health others 
quit. Many 
programs are 
p a r t i c u l a r l y 
focused on 
youth. 
   Health 

Commissioner Dr. Joshus Lipsman 
also applauded the decision. “It’s 
small in the global scheme of things, 
but extraordinary in the fight against 
the biggest public health problem 
we face and that is responsible for a 
third of all deaths,” he said.
   The county Board of Health 
voted unanimously last month to 
issue a Proclamation to DeCicco’s 
commending them for their action. 
The proclamation will be issued 
at this month’s Board of Health 
meeting. In it, the board recognizes 
DeCicco Markets “for discontinuing 
the sale of tobacco and tobacco 
products in its stores and, by so 
doing, demonstrating its socially 
responsible leadership to protect 
and advance the public’s health.”

THE BRONX, NY -- Bartow-
Pell Mansion Museum and Bronx 
Historical Society have partnered 
to present an exciting lecture for 
baseball historians at Fordham 
University Library, in The Bronx, 
on Wednesday, March 27, at 7:30 
p.m.  Adrian Burgos Jr., Assistant 
Professor of History at University 
of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign and 
author of Playing America’s Game: 
Baseball, Latinos, and the Color 
Line (American Crossroads), will 

Baseball: 
Playing 

America’s 
Game

DOBBS FERRY, NY -- Looking 
for a something fun to do with your 
kids on their day off from school? 
Rabbi Benjy Silverman, Chabad of 
the Rivertowns, invites the entire 
community to come “Cirque De 
Purim”, on Friday, 
March 21st, 11:30 
a.m. Chabad of 
the Rivertowns at 
303 Broadway in 
Dobbs-Ferry will 
be celebrating the 
holiday in a unique 
style. Circus 
performer, Anna 
Jack and her 11- 
year- old daughter 
Danielle Jack 
will entertain the 
crowd with hula- 
hoops, unicycle, 
trained poodles, 
and comedy acts. 
The Megillah, or 
“Book of Esther”, will be read along 
with a multimedia presentation and 
of course lots of graggers to go 
around.  Children will be able to 
make their own hamantashen with 
a variety of fillings and toppings. In 
addition, a full array of refreshments 
and snacks will be sold.     
   Since 1994, Anna Jack 
Entertainment has been amazing 
people all over the world. A current 
regular on CBS’ “Late Night with 
David Letterman”, Jack spent four 
years working in the Moscow 
Circus School before immigrating 

Cirque de Purim
Featuring Anna Jack from Circus ’R Us

to the United States. Considered 
one of the best hoola hoop artists in 
the world, Anna has performed with 
the Big Apple Circus, The Moscow 
Circus, and has been on Broadway 
in “Circus Diva” and in the musical, 

“Barnum”. 
   Purim is a Jewish 
holiday, which 
originates from a 
miraculous event 
which occurred to 
the Jewish nation 
under the rule of 
the ancient Persian 
Empire over 
2,000 years ago. 
It celebrated their 
salvation from 
Haman’s wicked 
plot to kill all of 
the Jews, through 
the Jewish heroine, 
Queen Esther, and 

of course G-d’s 
guiding hand. 
   “Cirque de Purim” is open to 
all, Free of charge. Donations are 
welcome. Friday, March 21st, 11:30 
a.m., at Chabad, 303 Broadway, 
Dobbs Ferry.

For more information or to learn 
more about the many programs 

offered for adults and children at 
Chabad of the Rivertowns, visit 

the www.chabadrt.org Website, or 
contact Rabbi Benjy Silverman at 

(914) 693 6100. 

HASTINGS-ON-HUDSON, NY 
-- Luminescent Orchestrii will 
bring their unique musical blend to 
Common Ground Coffeehouse on 
March 29 at 7:30 p.m.  Common 
Ground is located at the First 
Unitarian Society of Westchester at 
25 Old Jackson Avenue, Hastings-
on-Hudson, NY.
   Music lovers will hear Romanian 
gypsy melodies, punk frenzy, salty 
tangos, hard-rocking klezmer, 
haunting Balkan harmony, hip-hop 
beats and Appalachian fiddle, from 
two violins, a resophonic guitar, a 
bullhorn harmonica and a bass. 

Luminescent Orchestrii 
to Perform at Common 

Ground Coffeehouse

   Sxip Shirey is an international 
circus composer, Sarah Alden is 
an old-time fiddle player, Rima 
Fand is an experimental theater 
composer, and Benjy Fox-Rosen 
is a free-jazz bassist. Since 2002, 
when the band was formed, the 
Luminescent Orchestrii has toured 
the East Coast, England, Scotland, 
and Germany, and have traveled to 
Romania, Macedonia, Turkey, and 
Serbia for inspiration. They most 
recently returned from Serbia’s 
Gucha Trumpet Festival, a 47-year-
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NEW ROCHELLE, NY – Listen 
to the On the Level with Hezi Aris 
call-in program on WVOX-1460 
AM radio this and every Tuesday. 
The show is heard live by way of 
streaming audio technology on your 
computer, from 10:00 am through 
11:00 am. 
   For those who can’t get enough 
radio, consider listening to Hezi 
Aris every Thursday, at 8:30 am, 
as he discusses events impacting 
Westchester politics with Bob 
Marrone, host of Good Morning, 
Westchester. Join Bob Marrone 
every day from 6:00 am through 
9:00 am during your daily commute 
from Monday through Friday.
   The call-in talk show format 
invites your perspective; share your 
thoughts. Call us at 914-636-0110. 
Those who call are asked to please 
stay on topic.

black vote, African-Americans are 
now voting close to 90 percent 
for him. Dixiecrats called that 
the bloc vote. Ex-Goldwater 
Girl Hillary is now getting 
Goldwater’s share of that vote.  
   African-Americans are rejecting 
the wife of our “first black president” 
-- for the real thing.
   And though Latinos are similar 
in educational levels, incomes 
and political orientation to blacks, 
they seem as resistant to Barack’s 
candidacy as white working men.  
   And where race and ethnic wedge-
driving was thought to be the 
province of the Lee Atwater School 
of Republican Politics, liberals have 
shown themselves more than adept. 
   “I like the fact that his name is 
Barack Hussein Obama, and that 
his father was a Muslim,” said ex-
Sen. Bob Kerrey, a Hillary backer, 
in Iowa. “I think it is a tremendous 
asset for him ... that he spent a little 
bit of time in a secular madrassa.”  

How Liberals Play Race Politics
   The day of South Carolina, Bill 
Clinton volunteered, “Jesse Jackson 
won South Carolina in ‘84 and ‘88. ... 
Ran a good campaign.” And what do 
Jesse and Barack have in common?  
   Portside columnist Richard Cohen 
was first to raise the issue of the Rev. 
Jeremiah Wright, Barack’s spiritual 
mentor, whose magazine last year 
declared that Louis Farrakhan 
“epitomized greatness.” Minister 
Farrakhan, Cohen reminded his 
readers, “has reviled Jews in a 
manner that brings Hitler to mind.”  
   Cohen’s call for Obama to renounce 
Farrakhan was echoed by Hillary 
in the last debate, and she further 
demanded that Barack “reject” him. 
A beleaguered Barack dutifully did.  
   This was the old one-two to 
the midsection. Publicizing the 
Wright-Farrakhan ties alarmed 
Jewish voters backing Barack, 
while African-Americans, many 
of whom admire Farrakhan as a 
defiant black man, saw Barack as 

dissing a brother on the orders of 
the white liberal establishment.  
   Last weekend, The New York 
Times gave page-one coverage to 
the Farrakhan-Wright matter and 
Jewish concerns about Obama’s 
ties to Zbigniew Brzezinski, 
who, said the Times helpfully, 
is “loathed by many Jews.”  
   The Times also regurgitated 
Barack’s statement of last 
fall that “no one has suffered 
more than the Palestinians.”  
   On March 5, the New York 
Post ran a page-one story with the 
banner, “Shady,” and subhead, 
“Black Ops: Hill Ad ‘Darkens’ 
Obama.” The story was based on 
a left-wing Website’s claim that 
Clinton’s campaign is “darkening 
the tone of Barack Obama’s 
skin in a new TV attack ad.”  
   Post columnist Amir Taheri 
drove the wedge deeper between 
Barack and Jews. Saying Barack 
should be proud of his middle 

name, “Hussein,” Taheri then 
accused him of cutting Israel loose.  
   “In an important symbolic move 
designed to signal an end of the 
special relationship between Israel 
and America, Obama has become 
the first major presidential candidate 
in 25 years not to commit himself 
to transferring the U.S. embassy 
from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem.”  
   Barack, said Taheri, is meeting 
the key demands of “all radical 
Islamist forces, Sunni and Shiite.”  
   Usually Democrats play the ethnic 
card against Republicans. Al Gore 
said Bush revered a Constitution 
that declared blacks to be three-
fifths of a person. The NAACP said 
Bush did not care about the dragging 
death of African-American James 
Byrd. 
   This time, the liberals are playing 
the race card on each other, and 
showing real proficiency. 

pounds ($16).  Over the years, the 
toll on the Triborough Bridge has 
risen from 25 cents to $4.50. Once 
government imposes fees, they tend 
to rise again and again.
   For example, after the passage of 
the 16th Amendment in 1913, the 
Federal Income Tax was imposed 
with rates ranging from one to seven 
per cent of personal income. The top 
rate rose to 90% during World War 
II, and has since been reduced to a 
mere 35 per cent. New York State’s 
top rate is now 6.85% and New York 
City’s is 3.68%.   The Assembly 
Democrats want to increase the 
tax rate on higher incomes, but the 
Senate Republicans do not.  At this 
time, Governor Spitzer is resisting 
an income tax increase, but some 
Democrats in Albany opine publicly 
that he will cave.  Rule 12-T: “Time 
will tell.”
   These early skirmishes are 
depicted in Fred Dicker’s story on 
p2 of Thursday’s (March 6, 2008) 
Post: Gov & Bruno Unite vs. Silver 
Tax Hikes. The lede: “Gov. Spitzer 
and Senate Majority Leader Joseph 
Bruno, in a rare alliance against 
Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver, 
yesterday rejected plans to raise 
income taxes for the wealthy by up 
to $5 billion.  Spitzer, like Silver 
a Democrat, repeated an earlier 
pledge not to raise taxes, saying 
“That is something that we cannot 
afford to do.” 
   Dicker reported on an Assembly 
hearing on March 7, 2008.  Under 
the p2 head, Experts Bare Plan to 
Spare NY Taxpayers, he wrote: 
“Assembly Democrats could avoid 
hiking New York’s highest-in-the-
nation tax burden by targeting pork-
barrel waste, bloated state services, 
profligate legislative payrolls and 
runaway education and health care 
spending, independent fiscal experts 
said today.”
   One expert quoted was Elizabeth 
Lynam, deputy research director of 
the Citizens Budget Commission, 
who said: “The first place to look is 
at spending cuts, not tax increases.”   
The other, E.J. McMahon of the 
Empire Center for New York 
State Policy, an offspring of the 
Manhattan Institute, said that there 
is enormous potential for savings 

March Madness in Albany
From Page 1

in a state budget of $124.5 billion.”  
Dicker quoted McMahon as saying 
“You have a payroll under Gov. 
Spitzer’s budget that, far from 
shrinking, is growing, and we’re 
promising another record year of 
school-aid hikes.”
   The conflict between the Governor 
and the Assembly was discussed 
today in a p1 article in the Sun by 
Jacob Gershman.  Headed Spitzer 
Will Yield on Taxes, Assembly 
Democrats Say.  Gershman writes: 
“Governor Spitzer, despite his 
stern assurances to the contrary, 
will have no choice but to yield to 
political and budgetary pressures 
in coming weeks and consent to 
a 12% income tax increase on 
the state’s top earners.  In a direct 
challenge to Mr. Spitzer’s line-in-
the-sand pledge not to raise taxes, 
Assembly Democrats are poised to 
pass legislation that would lift the 
income tax rate of residents making 
more than $1 million a year to 7.7% 
from 6.85%.”
   Gershman’s detailed story, 
worth reading if you like inside 
Albany stuff, continues on p4.  Its 
sources are blind quotes, except for 
Assemblyman Richard Brodsky, 
who said: “He’s willing to raise 
insurance fees on the middle class, 
and he’s willing to put congestion 
fees on the middle class... but he 
won’t tax people who make over 
$1 million.”   The question arises 
whether Brodsky is speaking for 
Speaker Silver or on his own.  
We observe that the premature, 
inappropriate, saber rattling 
remarks which last year came from 
Governor Spitzer now emanate 
from emboldened legislators. One 
point that Brodsky did not mention 
is that people who earn more than 
$1 million a year usually have 
homes in several states, and can 
switch residency as their accountant 
advises. Then the state can chase 
them to see where they spend 183 
days each year.
   Do these stories indicate a 
shift in the balance of power, or 
simply backbenchers making 
noise?  Brodsky’s language was 
contemptuous to a governor from 
his own party, but the legislator 
apparently believes that he has 

the freedom to tell the truth as he  
sees it.
   The response to Brodsky came 
from the governor’s senior adviser, 
Lloyd Constantine, a lifelong friend 
and colleague of Spitzer, who said 
“He’s not going to break the pledge 
{not to raise taxes}.  He’s been very 
clear about this.”  But then came 
the escape route: “At this point, the 
governor has determined that the 
enactment of new taxes is counter-
productive to the overall economic 
goals of the administration. This 
is unequivocally a new tax.”   But 
note the “at this point.”  What will 

happen by March 31, the statutory 
deadline for the adoption of a state 
budget?
   Last year Governor Spitzer yielded 
on a number of important issues in 
order to wrap up the agreement by 
April 1, just one day late. Since he, 
like other chief executives, defends 
everything he ever does, and rarely 
admits to a mistake (blaming his 
aides for most of Troopergate), 
it is unlikely that he will state 
objectively his view on the adoption 
of last year’s budget.
   This year, however, we will know 
whether the governor stands firm 
or turns tail.  He is in a difficult 
position, since on the major issue 
of tax increases; his principal ally 
is his worst enemy.   There is talk 
that Bruno will be indicted any day 
now, and no one in our pay grade 
knows whether that is true.   My 
belief, which may or may not be 
correct, is that the decision will be 
made personally (although possibly 
without prints) by Attorney General 
Michael Mukasey, and that if the 

indictment hasn’t happened yet, it 
is unlikely to happen soon. 
   People, even public officials, 
can make mistakes and violate 
laws in ways that may not add up 
to indictment in a Federal case, 
unless a prosecutor is particularly 
bloodthirsty or ambitious. Look 
what happened in New York State 
95 years ago.
   You probably know by now that 
the only governor of New York 
State to be impeached, William J. 
Sulzer in 1913, was convicted of 
insignificant charges when his real 
offense was defying Tammany 
Hall, which had selected him to be 
governor.  Sulzer was a hero but 
his lieutenant governor, Martin H. 
Glynn, became governor on October 
17, 1913, serving through the year 
1914.  He was more amenable to 
the wishes of Tammany than his 
predecessor.  Glynn, a longtime 
resident of Albany, wrote an article 
in 1919 for the American Hebrew, 
“The Crucifixion of Jews Must 
Stop!”  Sadly. Glynn committed 
suicide in 1924 as the result of 
chronic back pain. 
   Sulzer was elected to the 
Assembly three weeks after he was 
removed as governor. The next 
year, he ran for governor as the 
candidate of the Prohibition and 
American parties, but he lost.  His 
candidacy led to the election of 
Republican Charles S. Whitman, 
whose son, Jr., was later elected a 
New York City civil court judge.  
Whitman, Sr. served two two-year 
terms as governor, lost to Al Smith 
in 1918, and defeated Smith in the 
1920 Harding landslide. Whitman 
lost to his nemesis in 1922, and 
Smith served three more two year 
terms until he ran for President in 
1928.  Smith was succeeded as 
governor by Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
who served two terms until he was 
elected President in 1932.  The 
governor’s term was lengthened to 
four years, starting in 1938. 
   While we are turning the pages of 
political history, 1916 was the year 
when President Woodrow Wilson 
(He kept us out of war.) defeated 
Charles Evans Hughes, who 
had been governor of New York 
from 1907 to 1910 (while Robert 

Moses was on the Yale swimming 
team)   Hughes resigned from the 
Supreme Court to run for President.  
The story goes that at bedtime 
election night,, Hughes was leading 
and his butler said, “Good night, 
Mr. President”  By morning, the 
tables had been turned and Wilson 
had been reelected, so the butler 
woke him, saying “Good morning, 
Mr. Hughes.”   Who knows? 
   Back from the past.  We observe 
that Governor Spitzer’s behavior has 
improved substantially this year.  It 
is to his credit that he learned from 
last year’s series of unfortunate 
events.   However, this does not 
mean that the legislature will adopt 
his program or respect his priorities, 
good as they may be.  They will 
do what they want, as usual, with 
deference to their contributors and 
to those who can threaten political 
reprisals.  Hopefully, they will no 
longer be able to blame Spitzer for 
their own dysfunctionality.
   Just as the March madness 
describes the mood during the 
post-season basketball playoffs, 
the legislature is headed for its own 
frenzy as the month winds down.  
So far the pace has not significantly 
quickened, but we predict that it 
will.  Speaker Silver is known for 
the tactic of not reaching agreement 
until the last minute, or until his 
terms are met.   The problem is that, 
with his penchant for linkage, he 
may use legislative pay increases as 
a carrot for his members to follow 
his bidding on issues that are merely 
substantive. 
   If one wanted to be theatrical, 
one could call this month’s drama 
“Three Characters in Search of a 
Budget.” While the lion slowly 
becomes the lamb, we will watch 
with you as the play unfolds. Will it 
be comedy, tragedy, or farce? 

Henry Stern is president of New 
York Civic (www.NYCivic.org) and 

a blogger on public issues. 
He was New York City’s Parks 
Commissioner for fifteen years 

under Mayors Koch and Giuliani.

   What does that name mean to 
you? If the sound of it evokes fear 
and prejudice in your mind then 
it serves the purpose of the bigots 
who use it. When Bill Cunningham, 
the Cincinnati, Ohio, talk radio 
host, did the warm-up for a John 
McCain rally, he repeatedly used 
the middle name of the senator 
from Illinois. It was a shabby and 
shameful demonstration of just 
how low some people will stoop 
to inject their bitterness into a 
campaign. To McCain’s credit, he 
quickly repudiated the remarks 
made by the caustic mouthpiece 
who dishes out a daily diatribe of 
so-called, conservative principles. 
It was another example of McCain’s 
integrity because, even though he 
has been criticized for not being 
conservative enough, he wasn’t 
about to accept the support of a 
man who makes conservatives look 
like a bunch of narrow-minded 
hate-mongers. There are several 
other talk show hosts who enjoy 
using the middle name of the first 
African-American who has a good 

Weir Only Human: Barack Hussein Obama 
By Bob Weir

chance to be President of the US. 
One of them, Mike Gallagher, uses 
it regularly on his show, declaring 
that he’s sees nothing wrong with it. 
“It’s his name; isn’t it?” he repeats 
over and over, with a sense of glee 
in his voice. 
   One wonders if these upstanding 
purveyors of truth in media would 
repeat the name Barack Christopher 
Obama if the senator’s parents had 
chosen to name him so. Inasmuch as 
such a middle name would not fire 
up the false notion that a Muslim is 
closing in on the White House, these 
propaganda peddlers would steer 
clear of such expedient mutterings. 
While they make a strong 
commitment to use his Arabic-
sounding name, they don’t have 
enough character to inform you that 
he is not a Muslim, but a Christian. 
Of course, it they did, they would be 
defeating the whole purpose of their 
true intentions. When Cunningham 
heard that McCain had disavowed 
and distanced himself from the 
despicable rhetoric, he quickly 
condemned the man he had been 

rooting for, and, in typical temper 
tantrum, spoiled child behavior, 
said he would reverse himself and 
vote for Hillary Clinton. Frankly, 
the GOP would be better off 
without people like Cunningham, 
who pretend to represent a political 
philosophy when, in truth, they 
are merely representing their own 
deeply rooted biases. 
   This past week, on Fox News 
Sunday, host Chris Wallace asked 
Karl Rove, the “architect” of 
President Bush’s two victories, how 
he felt about people using Obama’s 
middle name. Rove said such 
tactics will only help Obama and 
hurt McCain. “Well, because I think 
people look at it and say, ‘Hey, look, 
that’s one step too far. You’re trying 

to leave an implication that he is 
a Muslim when I know he’s not.’ 
And I think a lot of times, attacks in 
politics fail; in fact, they turn into a 
negative for the person who’s doing 
the attacking because people think 
it’s gone too far. And this, frankly, 
goes too far.” Mr. Rove is to be 
commended for having the maturity 
and political savvy to realize that 
McCain needs to distance himself 
from the bomb throwers in the party 
and zero in on the issues that people 
really care about. The Arizona 
senator has an excellent record of 
life achievement and he needs to 
highlight that record and compare it 
with that of his opponent. 
   Would you have any respect for 
a U.S. Senator and presidential 
contender who stood at a podium 
and continually repeated his 
opponent’s middle name? That 
smacks of tomfoolery more 
appropriate for a grammar school 
student than for the next leader 
of the free world. It’s going to be 
difficult enough for Republicans 
to hold onto the top spot and try to 

make some gains in the House and 
Senate. In order to accomplish that 
they’ll need a lot of support from 
Independents, most of whom have 
eschewed the major parties because 
they’re disgusted with the politics 
of personal destruction. Senator 
Obama has made it a point to be 
more dignified and noble in his 
presidential pursuit. His oratorical 
ability aside, he has undoubtedly 
gained popularity because his 
demeanor is non- threatening 
and amiable. In other words, he’s 
likeable and he’s been able to 
outperform his Democrat opponent, 
who is considered demonstrably 
un-likeable. With the first woman or 
the first African-American to be the 
nominee of a major party, McCain 
has wisely taken a respectable 
approach toward his opponents; one 
that is likely to garner more votes 
for him than any single issue. 

Bob Weir is a contributing 
columnist to Yonkers Tribune and 

Westchester Times Tribune. 
BobWeir777@aol.com.
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Like Klockwork

The Fine Print
By Lisa Fine 

Legal Notices
Legal notices for publication in the  Westchester Times Tribune are accepted  for publication no later than Thursday for the following week’s edition.

WTTLegal@gmail.com

   Here’s some startling news you 
may have missed, even if you’re 
an avid reader of the tabloids: 
   Dateline: Ames, Iowa - 
While attending a Farm Relief 
event, Secretary of Agriculture 
Edward T. Schafer was observed 
decorticating in a field of tall corn. 
   Dateline: Washington, DC 
- Belying his straight-laced 
public persona, Ralph Nader 
confesses that he has more than 
occasionally tickled the risibilities 
of various female staff members. 
   Dateline: London, England - 
Disciplinary records at Oxford 
University reveal that Bill 
Clinton, while a student there, 
admitted performing several 
furtive acts of defenestration in 
the privacy of his living quarters. 
   Dateline: Paris, France - Macho 
man Sylvester (Sly) Stallone was 
photographed by paparazzi with 
several male companions at a 
swish eatery on the Rue du Bac. 
   Although all of the above 

Muddled Entendres are Strictly for the Words
 

By Joe Klock, Sr.

“newsbreaks” are fabricated, 
all of them could be both true 
and totally innocuous; but it’s 
a safe bet that they raised some 
eyebrows and hackles among a 
few of our more prudish readers. 
   The foregoing ragmag-worthy 
trash items, in fact, report nothing 
more salacious than a government 
official shucking corn, a perennial 
wannabe making his secretaries 
giggle, a president-to-be throwing 
things out of the window, and a he-
man movie star breaking bread at a 
fashionable Left Bank restaurant. 
   Shame on (some of) you for 
what you were thinking, but it’s 
one of the sinister aspects of 
our occasionally idiotic idiom. 
   Among the many flaws of  
language are that a word can mean 
one thing and sound suggestively 
like something entirely different 
to those to whom it is an 
unfamiliar term, and references 
that have more than one definition. 
   The deliberate double entendre 

is a standard tool 
of the stand-
up comic, an 
i n d i s p e n s a b l e 
element of sitcoms 
and the principal 
ingredient of 
most cocktail 
party jokes, but it 
isn’t always used 
consciously and 
can occur like a 
conve r sa t iona l 
pothole in the path of the unwary. 
   I have, for example, frequently 
used the word “pithy” to describe a 
statement that is both forceful and 
concise, but I’ve never been able 
to say it out loud with a straight 
face; and I once heard of a girl who 
couldn’t say or hear “intersection” 
without blushing deeply. 
   Aside: Who was the insensitive 
lout who put an “s” in the word lisp? 
   A dichotomy of mores exists with 
respect to words that are socially 
tolerable and those generally 

frowned upon 
among “nice” 
people.  Some 
examples of the 
latter category 
appear in this piece 
and will occasion 
more than a single 
“tsk” among 
certain readers, 
including all 
incurable scrupes.  
   Yet it has always 

puzzled me that there are so many 
euphemisms, widely accepted in 
our songs, stories and small talk, for 
what is arguably the most offensive 
word in our idiom.  We’ll go no 
further in identifying that term 
than to cite the once-popular song, 
“Makin’ Whoopee.” (Like, what 
ELSE were they singing about?) 
   The shifting sands of current 
parlance are an additional challenge 
to routine communications.  I 
can clearly remember when 
grass was something you cut, pot 

was something you cooked in, 
cool was a temperature, rather 
than a value judgment, and “he 
goes” referred to his progress, 
rather than his utterances. 
   An oddity about the Queen’s 
English, as opposed to American 
dialect, is that it’s perfectly 
appropriate in the U.K. for a 
young swain to “knock up” (i.e., 
pay a call on) his girlfriend - 
clearly a no-no in most segments 
of our society hereabouts. 
   And one of our hosts on a long-
ago South Africa lecture tour sadly 
reported that his aged pooch was 
“farting,” (i.e., not feeling well), a 
ploy frequently used elsewhere to 
transfer the guilt for a behavioral 
indiscretion. (“Naughty dog!”) 
   Language, of course, is designed 
to effect clear communications, 
but as far back as the Oracle at 
Delphi and as recently as Bill 
“Is-is” Clinton, it has often 
confused, befuddled, misled and 
(here’s another one) titillated the 

communicatees - as in the instances 
at the top of this rambling essay. 
   A classic example of this problem 
was the 1975 case of Renee 
Richards, a former member of the 
men’s professional tennis tour, 
who changed locker rooms after 
a surgical procedure in Sweden 
(later adapted by Lorena Bobbitt 
for an entirely different reason). 
   Upon returning to the USA, the now 
“Ms.” (Nee “Mr.”) Richards was, 
we are told, temporarily nonplussed 
when asked by a Customs Agent, 
“How long have you been abroad?” 
   (Oh, lighten up, ladies, and spare 
us your indignant letters - it was 
just a muddled entendre!)
 
Freelance wordworker Joe Klock, 
Sr. (joeklock@aol.com) is a 
winter Floridian who summers 
in New Hampshire. More of his 
“Klockwork,” can be found at 
www.joeklock.com.

  It’s been almost twenty years 
since Family Ties went off the 
air.  And, Alex P. Keaton’s political 
idols Richard Nixon and Ronald 
Reagan have each gone off to their 
deserved places in history.  Yet 
I still get asked a lot, well okay 
maybe not a lot but more than 
twice, whether Alex P. Keaton 
would be a Republican today.  And, 
if so, who would be his candidate 
in the 2008 presidential election? 
   Before I go any further I should 
point out that I’m a registered 
Independent.  I vote Democratic 
most of the time but not 
always.  And, I am part of the 75% of 
Americans who strongly disapprove 
of the job George Bush has done 
as President of our United States. 
   I should also point out that in 
order to properly represent Alex 
and his political point of view I, as 
well as the rest of the Family Ties 
writers, did a great deal of research 
on this subject.  And during that 
time I developed a very healthy 
respect for the true conservative 
point of view.

WWAKD: What Would Alex Keaton Do 

By Gary David Goldberg

   A powerful and proud 
strain of American political 
thought.  And, even today I bow 
to no one in my desire to see 
the capital gains tax eliminated. 
   Alex Keaton was a true 
conservative Republican.  He 
was for limited government.  He 
was strongly against government 
involvement in the personal lives 
of its citizens.  He was competent 
and capable.  The ultimate over-
achiever.  But, above all Alex Keaton 
was a firm believer in the power of 
ideas.  The true conservative belief 
in the competitive marketplace 
of intellectual discourse.  Where 
the best ideas win – usually 
Alex’s.  And, so it’s difficult to 
recognize in this current incarnation 
of the Republican party, a party 
whose legacy will include Terri 
Schiavo and Hurricane Katrina, a 
place where Alex Keaton might 
feel the least bit comfortable. 
   Alex was smart.  Real smart.  And, 
proud of it.  He also believed deeply 
in the power of science.  And, 
the free exchange of scientific 

ideas. Uncensored.  Unfettered 
by excessive government 
regulation.  Not stifled by religious 
orthodoxy.  Not re-written by 
political hacks 
with no academic 
or scientific 
credentials.  So, 
it’s hard to picture 
Alex in a party 
which seems 
to be waging 
war against 
science.  And, 
where their 
p r e s i d e n t i a l 
candidates seem 
c o m f o r t a b l e 
debating whether or 
not the earth is round. 
   On the other hand, I can’t see Alex 
easily voting for a Democrat.  Alex 
was loyal.  I think his natural 
inclination would have been to go 
for John McCain.  But, that would 
have been John McCain in 2000, 
when he was still talking straight: 
Jerry Falwell was an agent of 
intolerance.  And, waterboarding 

is torture.  McCain going back 
on those two key points would 
have certainly kept Alex from 
pulling the lever for him now. 

   I think Ron 
Paul’s message 
is one that would 
resonate with 
Alex.  And, he 
would appreciate 
Paul’s intellectual 
power, and his 
willingness to 
state his positions 
unequivocal ly 
and without 
regard to 
which way the 

political winds were blowing.  I 
think he’d really like Huckabee’s 
ideas of getting rid of the IRS.  (I 
know I do.)  But, ultimately 
Alex likes to win and I think that 
would have kept him from fully 
committing to either of those guys. 
   Hillary Clinton?  I have to 
disclose that I’ve known Hillary 
Clinton for 20+ years.  I think she’s 
a warm, funny and caring person 

of formidable intelligence.  And, 
I admire her greatly.  And, I 
would love to be able to say that 
Alex would vote for her.  But, I 
don’t think I believe that it could 
happen.  If he did vote for her it 
would have to be a “very special” 
episode of Family Ties, indeed. 
   So, what about Barack Obama 
then?  I honestly don’t know.  I think 
Alex is an Independent now.  And, 
certainly as deeply engaged in 
politics as ever. He would be 
intrigued by Obama.  Impressed 
with his eloquence and his 
intelligence.  Unhappy with his plan 
to tax the wealthy at a higher rate. 
But, keenly aware that eight years 
of neglect and corruption and no-
bid contracts have to somehow be 
overturned.  And, I think Obama’s 
slogan is very similar to Alex’s own 
personal mantra – “Of Course I Can.” 
   I think that Alex might just be 
ready to take a chance.  Might 
just.  I can picture him stepping 
into the voting booth, closing 
the curtain behind him, taking a 
very deep breath and then for the 

first time in his life putting his 
hand up to the Democratic party 
lever.  He touches it tentatively, 
trying to get comfortable.  Takes 
his hand off.  Puts it back.  He 
grasps the lever firmly 
now.  Squeezes it.  And, as he’s 
about to pull we FADE OUT.  And, 
there’s your ACT BREAK 
   For what it’s worth Michael Fox 
and I have differing opinions about 
just where Alex Keaton is today.  I 
believe he does pro bono legal work 
for The Children’s Defense Fund. 
   Mike thinks he’s just now getting 
out of prison.

Gary David Goldberg is the 
founder of UBU Productions 

which produced nine television 
series including “Family Ties” 
and “Brooklyn Bridge.” He is 

the author of the upcoming book, 
Sit, Ubu, Sit: How I went from 

Brooklyn to Hollywood with the 
same woman, the same dog, and a 
lot less hair (Harmony 2008). Visit 

him online at 
www.GaryDavidGoldberg.com/. 

   Last week’s election of Darrel 
Aubertine representing the 48th 

Senate District, known as the 
Watertown-Oswego area, was at 
first thought to be an indicator of 
the evaporating hold the Republican 
majority had over the New York 
State Senate. The suggestion that 
the long reign of Senate Majority 
Leader Joseph Bruno, R-Brunswick 
was coming to an end was viewed 
by Bruno a “a wake-up call,” 
for voters, and not for him and 
his fellow Republican leaders. 
   All voters concerned with fairness 
and balance in the public interest, as 
opposed to that of specific political 
agenda have become aware the 
danger one party or single party 
controlled state government would 
impose on America’s political 
freedom. The only safeguard left 
to towns, villages, cities, counties, 
and Albany, the state capitol, is 
to maintain a two-party balance 

Wake Up Call for the 
Voter

Lesson of the 48th NYS Senate District

By Vox Populi

in a controlled two party system. 
   To allow only one voice to be 
heard, of either current major party, 
is to quietly doom the voters to a 
one-way ride to political oblivion. 
   If there is no avenue for voters 
to proceed in having their voices 
heard, then our system is severely 
diminished. Even more so, voters 
will be “turned off.” With so much 
talk about “change,” we all have 
to look at this very carefully. All 
change for the sake of “change” 
may not be welcome change. A 
body with two ears has a better 
chance to listen and gives people 
an opportunity to be heard. 
   People want choices in their 
supermarkets, gas stations, sports, 
and just about everything else they do. 
   The least we should be demanding 
is that a two party system doesn’t 
morph into a single-party state which 
is just one long line to nowhere. 
   It’s our choice. 

Boy Scouts Service Project
Life Scout Rob Woods and Boy 
Scout Troop 174 of Yorktown 
Heights recently completed a 
service project for the Yorktown 
Grange Fair. The fifteen scouts, 
ranging in age from 10-17, built 
twenty picnic tables from scratch 
during one long day. Ranger Keith 
Wiggers from the Durland Scout 
Reservation supplied the plans, 
templates and training. Dain’s 
Lumber and Lakeland Lumber 
provided the wood at a discounted 
price. With a little experience (and 
a lot of hard work) the boys were 
eventually able to build a table 
from cut wood in only fifteen 
minutes. This project was 17 year-
old Peekskill resident Rob Wood’s 
Eagle Scout Service project, the 
last requirement for earning the 
Eagle rank. The picnic tables will 
be used during the annual Grange 
Fair for many years to come. (Look 
for them this September when you 
visit the Fair.) 

Library Theatre Series
M & M Productions Acting 
Company, Inc. is a mobile theatrical 
troupe and works in conjunction 
with YCP TheaterWorks, a 47 year 
old community theatre company. 
Co-founders, Melinda O’Brien and 
Michael J. Muldoon developed the 
Library Theatre Series to bring 
quality, live theatre into intimate 
settings throughout Westchester 

and the Hudson Valley. Many of 
the performances are free with 
open seating and no reservations 
required. On Sunday March 16 at 
2:00 pm, “Chapter Two” a romantic 
comedy by Neil Simon, will be 
performed at the Hendrick Hudson 
Free Library, 185 Kings Ferry Road 
in Montrose (914) 739-5654. And 
on Sunday March 30 at 2:00 pm, 
“Art of Murder” a madcap murder 
mystery by Joe DiPietro, will be at 
the John C. Hart Memorial Library, 
1130 Main Street Shrub Oak on 
(914) 245-5262, x-227. A full 
performance schedule is available 
on www.mmpaci.com. 

Laugh it up at Lakeside!
Enjoy an evening of Clean Comedy 
with Donna East at Lakeside at 
Osceola, 399 East Main Street 
in Jefferson Valley, on Saturday 

March 29 at 7pm.      Proceeds of 
the event will benefit the Family of 
Michael Contento. The cost is $45 
and includes the show, appetizers, 
desserts and coffee. Info: 914 245-
3246. 

Eye Spy
Dr. Dawn Rush, an ophthalmologist 
specializing in pediatric care, has 
opened Eye Spy Optical at 2649 
Strang Blvd in Yorktown, featuring 
a wide selection of eyewear for 
children and teens. Info: 914 962-
0694.

To submit information for The 
Fine Print, please send emails to 
TheFinePrintNY@verizon.net,

call 914 243-9761,
or visit the 

www.LisaFineCommunications.
com Website. 

Lisa Fine is owner of LF 
Communications, Inc. some of 

whose clients may be mentioned on 
occasion. 
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Indus American Bank 
Reaches $100 Million in 

Assets 
in Less Than Two Years

PORT CHESTER, NY -- Indus 
American Bank, the leading bank 
for the South Asian -American 
community, has grown by leaps 
and bounds since it first opened 
its doors in December 2005 in 
Iselin, New Jersey. The bank soon 
opened three additional branches in 
Parsippany, NJ, Port Chester, NY, 
and, most recently, in Jersey City, 
NJ, bringing its total assets to $100 
million in just two years. 
   Kevin Lenihan, President & 
CEO of Indus American Bank, 
says, “South Asians are projected 
to be one of the fastest growing 
ethnic groups in the U.S. over the 
coming decade and we are proud 
to be one of the first commercial 
banks specifically founded to 
serve them. We support the South 
Asian community and aim to make 
their banking experience with us, 
one that is familiar, friendly and 
understanding of their needs.” 
   Indus American Bank provides 
certain services that are designed 
to appeal specifically to the South 
Asian - American community, 
such as providing customers with 
free money transfers to India. 
Indus American Bank also offers 
international business and trade 

finance services, export business 
services and a courier service for 
small businesses.  Other services 
include secured credit cards, remote 
deposit, free online bill pay and 
internet banking. 
   A wholly owned subsidiary of IA 
Bancorp, Inc., Indus American Bank 
was founded in 2005 in Iselin, NJ, to 
offer high quality financial products 
and personalized service to South 
Asian – American individuals and 
business owners. Indus American 
Bank specializes in core banking 
products for small to medium sized 
companies, with an emphasis on 
real estate-based lending, as well 
as other products such as voice 
response unit telephone banking 
and night depository.       
   Indus American Bank is open 
seven days a week: Monday through 
Saturday from 9:00am to 6:00pm 
and on Sunday from 11:00am to 
4:00pm.  
Indus American Bank is a member of 
the FDIC and is an Equal Housing/
Equal Opportunity Lender. 

For more information, call 732-
603-8200, visit 

 www.indusamericanbank.com  
or e-mail 

 info@indusamericanbank.com.  

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- Citing the 
New York State Comptroller’s 
recent assertion that New York 
State literally cannot afford to pay 
for a replacement or even a major 
rehabilitation of the Tappan Zee 
Bridge—estimated at more than 
$14 billion—The Westchester 
County Association (WCA) today 
announced that it is aggressively 
exploring privatization of the 
bridge as perhaps the only practical 
way to resolve the bridge crisis. The 
Comptroller suggested a public/
private partnership approach to the 
problem.
   William M. Mooney, Jr., President 
of the area’s preeminent business 
organization, said that the WCA 
has reached out to a number of 
Wall Street firms that have started 
” infrastructure funds.”  He said: 
“The burden of maintaining and 
repairing infrastructure elements 
such as the Tappan Zee Bridge that 
was built in the 1950s is becoming 
financially prohibitive for 
government entities. This arguably 
is the single most crucial element 

WCA to Explore Privatization of Tappan Zee Bridge

in our regional infrastructure, and 
it would be irresponsible to not 
explore all alternatives to financing 
reconstruction.”
   ”In Europe, a shift toward 
privatization has been underway 
for quite some time. Now, there 
is  growing interest in the U.S. as 
evidenced by both states and cities 

exploring the sale of leases for the 
turnpikes in Pennsylvania, New 
Jersey, a toll road in Texas and 
Chicago’s Midway Airport.”
   Mooney added, “We believe 
that elected officials have the 
responsibility to explore all avenues 
to finance our infrastructure, both 
public and private, to find the best 

solutions to maintain and upgrade 
our infrastructure in a way that will 
not put an additional tax burden 
on the citizens of Westchester 
County.”
   Last October, the WCA’s 
Property Tax Reform Commission 
recommended that privatization be 
considered to address the county’s 
infrastructure problems, notably the 
Tappan Zee Bridge  “With state and 
local leaders scrambling for cash to 
solve fiscal problems, conditions are 
now ripe to put privatization on the 
table for our Commission members 
to probe further,” Mooney added. 
   He noted that Comptroller 
DiNapoli “provided a new sense 
of urgency.  By laying it on the line 
as bluntly as he did, Comptroller 
DiNapoli has presented our business 
community and our elected officials 
with a challenge to seek a creative 
solution.  The band-aid approach of 
repairing the Tappan Zee Bridge is 
only a stop-gap. Everyone agrees 
that the bridge is in dire need of 
replacement. The question, then, is 
how that will be funded.”

WESTCHESTER, NY -- Life 
is tough. Stress is omnipresent. 
Our health is our greatest wealth 
but in today’s hurry-up world it’s 
usually the last thing we think 
about. Americans have a “Plan” 
for just about everything, except 
their health. We spend more time 
developing a secure financial future 
than we do planning for a healthy 
future. The average American 
eats too much, smokes too much 
and doesn’t get enough sleep. The 
perfect recipe for poor health!  
Unfortunately, the only health plan 
that most Americans have is not 
to get sick. Over 47 million of us 
don’t have health insurance and 
businesses lose tens of billions 
of dollars every year to lost 
productivity. Spa Week believes the 
old axiom: “Healthy, Wealthy and 
Wise” is more important today than 
ever before. 
   Wellness…at Spa Week, it’s more 
than a slogan; it’s a way of life. Spa 
Week believes that therapeutic spa 
treatments can play an important 
role in just about every person’s 
overall wellness plan. Since its 
inception, Spa Week has delivered 
affordable spa treatments to 
hundreds of thousands of people 
in North America. Spa Week’s 
time is now, to make a significant 
impact on the lives of the average 
consumer and show them how their 
financial and physical worlds can 
and need to co-exist. Who wants 
to be rich and sick or healthy and 
broke – the answer is no one!  
   It’s all about balance. Balance of 
the body, mind and soul. Combining 
these elements can create the perfect 
storm for a long, rewarding, healthy 
life. This is the message that Spa 
Week is championing. The spa 
industry is now positioned to impact 
everyone and anyone. Through its 
signature $50 spa treatments, Spa 
Week affords the average consumer 
the ability to enjoy all the benefits 
of the spa lifestyle. 
   The Spring Event will bring $50 
spa treatments to consumers at 
almost 500 spas across the United 
States and Canada. As always, the 
goal is to introduce a new generation 
of consumers to the benefits of a 
healthy lifestyle and to open up 
the spa industry to the masses. Spa 

Spa Week Answers the 
Call to Wellness

Week’s goal is to make “wellness” 
more than just a word—we intend 
to make it a reality. By educating 
consumers to the health benefits 
of the “spa lifestyle,” Spa Week is 
taking a leadership position in the 
campaign to change the unhealthy 
course the country is navigating. 
   The Spring Event is slated for April 
14-20, 2008 and will take place in 
21 markets across the United States 
and Canada including; New York 
City, New Jersey, Philadelphia, 
Boston, Washington D.C., Virginia, 
Baltimore, Atlanta, Detroit, 
Chicago, Dallas, Miami, Oregon, 
Denver, Minnesota, Seattle, 
Arizona, Los Angeles, San Diego, 
San Francisco and Toronto.  

A list of participating spas will be 
posted on www.spaweek.org. 

   In 2004 Spa Week was created 
and founded by Cheryl Reid. 

Bodicures
735 E. Boston Post Road
Mamaroneck, NY 10543

http://www.bodicures.com

Laser Cosmetica
735 E. Boston Post Road
White Plains, NY 10601

http://www.lasercosmetica.com/

Red Door Spa – White Plains
The Westchester Mall

125 Westchester Avenue
White Plains, NY 10601

http://www.reddoorspas.com

The Haven of Briarcliff
1326 Pleasantville Road

Briarcliff Manor, NY 10510
http://www.havenofbriarcliff.com/

Village Day Spa
45 Kraaft Avenue, 2nd Floor

Bronxville, NY 10708
http://www.villagedayspa.com

   As always, a portion of Spa Week 
proceeds benefits Cancer and 

Careers 
(http://www.cancerandcareers.

org), a non-profit organization for 
working women with cancer. 

For more information, visit  
http://www.spaweek.org.

WESTCHESTER, NY -- Just in time 
for the March 18th village elections, 
Westchester voters can now access 
updated election information at 
www.SmartVoter.org.  This non-
partisan League of Women Voters® 
of Westchester website provides 
easy access to useful, personalized 
voter information on the upcoming 
elections taking place in 16 
Westchester villages*. 
   Offices to be elected include mayor, 

March 18th Village Elections
trustee and village 
justice.  Don’t 
know your specific 
polling place or 
hours?  Unsure 
what offices are 
being contested?  
Care to see a 
sample ballot or 
read through a local 
referendum before 
you arrive at the polls?  Smart voters 

can simply type in 
their address and, 
with the click of a 
mouse, find all this 
useful, non-partisan 
information and 
more.  SmartVoter.
org also connects 
users to other 
useful links that 

help residents 
determine their voter eligibility, 

how to obtain an absentee ballot, 
and more.  Anyone can access 
www.SmartVoter.org on public 
computers at local libraries.   
   * Briarcliff Manor, Bronxville, 
Buchanan, Croton on Hudson, 
Elmsford, Hastings on Hudson, 
Irvington, Larchmont, Pelham, 
Pelham Manor, Pleasantville, Rye 
Brook, Scarsdale, Sleepy Hollow, 
Tarrytown, and Tuckahoe.

HARTSDALE, NY -- Mary Mahon 
announced the creation of her 
exploratory committee, “Mahon for 
Senate”, to run for the New York 
State Senate in the 35th District, 
currently held by State Senator 
Andrea Stewart-Cousins with the 
issuance of this press release. Mary 
has also launched her campaign 
website www.MaryMahon.org. 
Mary formed the committee to 
begin raising money, traveling 
throughout the district, and speaking 
out about the issues and frustrations 
of Westchester residents.  
   Mary Mahon said, “My 
campaign is about giving a 
voice for Westchester families in 
Albany and creating a vision for 
Westchester.” She went on to say, 
“As a State Senator I promise to 
deliver on the three most important 
responsibilities: 1) bring back from 

Mahon Offers Voice for 
Families and Vision for 

Westchester
Exploratory Committee for  

New York State Senate
Albany as much of our hard-earned 
money as possible, 2) fight to 
reduce the overburdening taxes and 
regulations that Albany imposes on 
individuals, businesses and local 
governments, and 3) to help the 
good people of Westchester break 
through the State Government’s 
bureaucracy and attain the 
services they are entitled to.”  
   Mary is the former General 
Counsel of The Metropolitan 
Transit Authority (MTA) and the 
Long Island Railroad (LIRR). She 
is a wife and mother of two adult 
children. She and her husband live 
in Hartsdale, New York. Mary is a 
lawyer, community activist and an 
expert on government operations. 
For more information about Mary 
Mahon or the 35th Senate District 

visit her website 
 www.MaryMahon.org.

DOBBS FERRY, NY -- The 
Lutheran Church of Dobbs Ferry 
has partnered with the Food Bank 
for Westchester to conduct its first-
ever Lenten food drive to benefit the 
20% of the Westchester population 
who are hungry and malnourished. 
The drive kicked off on the first day 
of Lent and will end Easter Sunday, 
March 26th.
   Church attendees have been 
collecting cans of food, boxes of 
pasta and all staple products from 
many donors.  Barbara Mahoney, 
Outreach Coordinator, in charge of 
the drive, says, “They are filling up 
huge boxes of food by the end of 
each week.”  According to church 
pastor, William D. Eggers, “Our 
congregation is always looking for 
ways to give back and the work that 
The Food Bank does is incredibly 
meaningful to them.”

First-Time Lenten Food 
Donation Program

Food Bank for Westchester and The Lutheran 
Church Of Dobbs Ferry Team Up

   “’There are no hungry people 
in Westchester’ is something 
we hear all the time, says Food 
Bank for Westchester Director of 
Development Eli Gordon, “and 
its just so untrue, which is why 
a community outpouring such as 
this is so vital to the Food Bank’s 
efforts to alleviate hunger and 
malnutrition.”
   There are two drop-off points for 
the Food Bank of Westchester where 
the church has been delivering 
the donated food.  The first is 
ARCS (AIDS Related Community 
Services) located at 40 Saw Mill 
River Road, Hawthorne NY, and 
the second location is St. Matthews 
Food Pantry, 3 Carthart Ave., White 
Plains NY.  
   The church has also been collecting 
monetary donations for the Food 
Bank of Westchester which it will 
present when the campaign ends 
on Easter Sunday. The Lutheran 
Church is located at located at 43 
Ashford Ave, Dobbs Ferry, NY.
   The Food Bank for Westchester 
Inc. is dedicated to alleviating 
hunger in Westchester County New 
York. Chronic malnutrition creates 
children who cannot learn and 
thrive, seniors who suffer needlessly 
and adults who are in poor health, 
inattentive and unproductive, 
affecting the work force. The Food 
Bank for Westchester is located at 
358 Saw Mill River Road Millwood, 
NY 10546. 

For more information visit 
 www.FoodBank ForWestchester.

org or call 914.923.1100.  

Call  
Darryl Walker 

to Advertise 
in the

Westchester 
Times Tribune

914-
378-1433,  
Ext. 235
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PEEKSKILL, NY -- Treasure 
and bargain hunting opens for the 
season at the Open Air Market: 
Antiques and Treasures in 
Downtown Peekskill on Sunday 
April 6, 2008.  The market will be 
held every Sunday through October 
26.
Now in its third year, the market’s 
organizer Sue DeGregorie, owner 
of Retrovato Consignments in 
Peekskill, expects between 25 
and 50 vendors every week, from 
dealers with collectible items, 
antiques, local artisans and craft 
vendors to many people who are 
simply cleaning out their attics.  
“You never know what bargains 
and treasures you will find – there is 
always something new and different 
every week,” she said.  
   DeGregorie initially began 
thinking about the event as a way to 
revitalize the downtown Peekskill 

area during the slow weekends.  “I 
am thrilled that the market brings 
in many people from outside of the 
area and it generates business not 
only for the vendors, but for many 
of the local coffee shops, delis, 
restaurants and stores as well.”
   Vendor spaces are just $35 
and pre-registration is required.  
Sponsored by the Peekskill 
Business Improvement District 
(BID), the event and parking is free 
for shoppers. 
   The Open Air Market: Antiques 
and Treasures in Downtown 
Peekskill is open from 8am to 
4pm every Sunday from April 6 
through October 26, rain or shine. 
The market is located on Bank and 
Park Streets, in Peekskill’s Historic 
Artist and Business District.  

Call 914 734-2750 for  
more information.

For the Thrill of the Hunt 
Shop the Open Air Market in Peekskill for 

Antiques and Treasures

RIVERDALE, NY -- Come 
sing, dance and rejoice with 
internationally renowned Strauss/
Warschauer Kelzmer Duo, who will 
perform beautiful klezmer melodies 
for listening, lively freylekhs for 
clapping and dancing, and lots and 
lots of familiar Yiddish, Hebrew 
and English songs for everyone to 
sing together. The Yiddish Music 
and Song Celebration will be held 
Friday, March 28, from 10:30 to 
11:30 am.
   The Strauss/Warschauer Klezmer 
Duo is Deborah Strauss and Jeff 
Warschauer, two of the most 
popular performers and teachers 
in the international klezmer and 
Yiddish music scene.  They were 

A Bissel Yiddishkeit
Lomir Freylekh Zayn!

both long-time members of the 
Klezmer Conservatory Band, and 
have performed with violinist Itzhak 
Perlman on film and in concert.  As 
the Strauss/Warschauer Duo, they 
have performed to overwhelming 
acclaim in such diverse venues 
as the Philadelphia Folk Festival, 
the Jewish Culture Festival in 
Krakow, the Folksbiene Yiddish 
Theater in New York City, and the 
Art of Yiddish in Los Angeles with 
Theodore Bikel.
   Free for Riverdale Y Simon 
Senior Center Members; $5 for 
non-members
The Riverdale Y is located at 5625 

Arlington Avenue (off 256 St.).  
(718) 548-8200.

old festival that takes place in the 
small town of Gucha, where hordes 
of competing gypsy brass bands 
take to the streets and restaurants.
   All proceeds from this evening 
will benefit the Common Ground 
Microcredit Fund, which through 
its partner organizations provides 
funds to low-income housing and 
day care services in Westchester 
County; aid to the homeless 
population of New York City, 
reconstruction funds to families in 
hurricane-ravaged rural Louisiana; 
and micro-loans to artisans and 
other small business people in the 
developing world. 
   Tickets are $15 for individuals 
and $10 for seniors and youths age 
12-18.  Children under 12 are free.  

For directions and information, 
call 914-478-2710 or visit http://
commongroundfusw.wordpress.

com/.  

Luminescent  
Orchestrii WHITE PLAINS, NY -- The 

public is invited to a free klezmer 
concert to take place at the White 
Plains Public Library on Sunday, 
March 16, 2008, with two seatings 
from 1:30-2:30 pm and 3:30-4:30 
pm.  Bring the whole family and 
enjoy a delightful afternoon of 
spirited klezmer music performed 
by the Westchester Klezmer 
Program, an intergenerational 
ensemble of local musicians 
dedicated to bringing this lively, 
traditional art form to the whole 
community, under the direction 
of acclaimed artist Kenny Green. 
   The Library is located at 100 
Martine Avenue in downtown 
White Plains.

An Afternoon of Klezmer

For more information call the Library at 914.422.1480, visit  
www.whiteplainslibrary.org, or check out the performance group’s 

Website at www.klezkidz.org.

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- Westchester 
County District Attorney Janet 
D i F i o r e 
a n n o u n c e d 
that Arthur 
Rose (DOB 
1/22/59) of 22 
Pease Street, 
Mount Vernon, 
New York was 
arraigned last 
week (03/04/08) 
on a seven count 
i n d i c t m e n t 
charging: 
• two counts of 
Bribe Receiving, 
in the Third 
Degree, a class 
“D” Felonies;
• three counts of Official Misconduct, 
class “A” Misdemeanors;
• one count of Receiving 
Unlawful Gratuities, a class “A” 
Misdemeanor; and  
• one count of Petit Larceny, a class 
“A” Misdemeanor
   Between June 21st and July 13th, 
2005, Rose, the former head of 
purchasing for the Mount Vernon 
City School District, agreed to 
accept and accepted a bribe of 
$3,500 from a sales representative 
of Ricoh Americas Corporation 
for his assurance that Ricoh would 
receive a five year contract from the 
Mount Vernon School District for 
73 digital copiers, support products 
and related services. 
   On August 3rd, 2005, upon the 
defendant’s recommendation, the 
Mount Vernon City School District 
awarded the contract to Ricoh. The 
cost of the contract was in excess of 
one million dollars. 
   Between June 1, 2006 and 

Former Head of 
Purchasing for the Mount 

Vernon City School 
District Indicted

September 1, 2006, Rose solicited 
and accepted a bribe in the form of a 

$10,000 donation 
to his church – 
Upon This Rock 
Ministries - from 
the owner of a 
Tri-State Supply 
Company, a 
custodial supply 
company, in 
exchange for 
future business 
which was 
s u b s e q u e n t l y 
awarded.  
   In a third 
i n c i d e n t , 
between March 

1, 2006 and September 1, 2006 
Rose secured and used a school 
district gas card for personal use.
   The Investigations Division of 
the New York State Comptroller’s 
office assisted in the investigation. 
   Bail was set at $25,000 cash or 
$100,000 bond. 
   Rose’s next court date will be on 
March 25th, 2008. 
   He faces a maximum of seven 
years in state prison on the felony 
charge. 
   Assistant District Attorney 
Christopher Shaw, of the School 
Fraud Unit, will prosecute the case.  

In compliance with Disciplinary 
Rule 7-107A of the Code of 

Professional Responsibility, you 
are advised that a charge is merely 
an accusation and that a defendant 

is presumed innocent until and 
unless proven guilty.

old city yard and the PCB’s at the 
former Con Edison substation.  The 
plans to replace the New Rochelle 
Armory with a smaller building on 
the most toxic site in the Echo 
Bay proposal according to Tocci is 
further evidence that the city wants 
to “remove anything” related to 
veterans.  When Con Edison gave 
back David’s Island (formerly Fort 
Slocum) to New Rochelle,  many of 
the historic buildings were left to 

Tocci:  Save the Historic  
New Rochelle Armory

deteriorate.  The only building left 
now is the Armory.
   The issue Tocci emphasized is 
“that we want to save the Armory.”  
This Naval Armory is on the 
water, while the proposed smaller 
building replacement would not 
be.  He claimed the PCB’s would 
be encapsulated, but “even when 
you encapsulate, you still have 
problems.”  Congresswoman Nita 
Lowey has brought millions of 
dollars to clean up Davids’ Island; 
why can’t some money be used 
for preservation?  Tocci feels if the 
pace of development continues at 
break neck speed, it will make New 
Rochelle a “real urban area,” 

and people won’t want to live in the 
city.  He emphasized what the city 
needs is retail development.
   Lorraine Pierce said although 
Forest City Residential’s plan has 
five story buildings, they really 
want eight to ten story buildings.  
Lou Felicione added that the claim 

that “empty nesters” (with no 
childlren) will occupy most of the 
over 700 housing units is a “slap 
in the face to taxpayers.”  There 
were comments that the Save the 
Armory petitions with thousands of 
names have not been heeded.
   Brett Buehrer, President of the 
Glenwood Lakes Neighborhood 
Association, summed up what 
many were thinking, “I’m nervous 
about the level of development in 
New Rochelle and the lack of a 
plan.”  Everyone was urged to go 
to the next City Council meeting 
on March llth to speak before the 
Citizens to be Heard segment of the 
meeting.

KATONAH, NY -- Fourteenth-
century Italian poet Dante Alighieri 
came alive this past weekend 
as students from The Montfort 
Academy in Katonah took first 
place in three separate divisions 
during the 2008 Italian Poetry 
Reading Contest at Hunter College 
in Manhattan. The competition 
was hosted by the Italian Teachers’ 
Association of New York. Seven 
schools from Brooklyn, Manhattan, 
and Westchester County competed 
in divisions ranging from beginner 
non-native Italian speaker to Level 
4 native Italian speaker. 
   Sophomore Marc Edelson of 
Briarcliff took the gold medal in the 
Level 1 division, reciting the poem, 
“Una scuola grande come il mondo” 
by Giovanni Rodari. Juniors Shane 
Duffey of Norwalk and Austin 
Weyant of New Milford then took 
the gold medal in the Level 2 
division by alternately reading the 
first 50 cantos of Dante’s Inferno 
from his masterwork The Divine 
Comedy. Finally, senior Steve 
Edelson of Briarcliff enchanted the 
audience with his rendition of one 
of Dante’s sonnets from La Vita 
Nuova, a performance that also 
captured the gold in the Level 4 
division. 
   In addition to their mastery of 
Italia n pronunciation and passion, 
the Montfort performances were 
recognized for their singular 
attention to the details of wardrobe, 
set design and staging. Montfort 
reciters were the only competitors 

Montfort Students Bring Home the Gold in  
Italian Poetry Contest

to dress in the garb of 
the poets whose work 
they were reading. 
Also, several Montfort 
students not reciting 
in the competition 
sketched a beautiful 
backdrop of Florence 
for the performances. 
Finally, two freshmen 
from the Montfort 
Academy girls’ 
division, Callaghan 
Bradley of Shrub Oak 
and Jackie Kaishian 
of Yorktown Heights, 
posed as two of the 
three demure ladies 
in a re-creation of the 
scene from Henry 
Holiday’s painting 
Dante and Beatrice 
as Steven Edelson 
recited La Vita Nuova. 
The overall presentation elicited an 
ovation from the audience and was 
testament to the hard work of the 
boys and the preparation provided 
by Montfort Italian teachers Maria 
Massimi and Mara Persampieri. 
   The Montfort Academy, a classical 
high school for boys and girls, 
is the only school in the area that 
requires all its students to study the 
Italian language and culture. These 
competitors were inspired in part by 
a personal visit to the school from 
internationally renowned Italian 
poet Joseph Tusiani, who met 
with Montfort students privately 
for 90 minutes before delivering 

a public address at Montfort in 
October 2007. When told of the 
students’ achievements on Saturday 
and his role as the source of their 
inspiration, Professor Tusiani said 
that by their performance Montfort 
students “honor themselves, their 
school, and Italian poetry.” He went 
on to say, “I am not surprised and 
I look forward to future excellent 
performances from them.”
   The Montfort Academy draws 
its curriculum from centuries of 
knowledge in the arts and sciences, 
placing an emphasis on the 
extraordinary canon of knowledge 
developed in the classical Catholic 
universities. Recently, New York’s 

Archbishop Edward Cardinal 
Egan honored the Academy by 
calling it “an outstanding Catholic 
school with an am bitious classical 
curriculum.” The school has also 
been designated as one of the top 
50 Catholic schools in the nation 
three years in a row by the Acton 
Institute for the Study of Religion 
and Liberty.

For more information about The 
Montfort Academy, 

call (914) 767-0325, 
or go to 

www.themontfortacademy.org. 
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pass legislation allowing insurers to 
separate their companies into units 
that focus on: a) municipal bonds; 
and b) “other” financial products 
- securities now considered tainted 
(think subprime mortgages or 
adjustable rate products that reset). 
The regulators’ thinking is that a 
company focused on only “good” 
bonds should have no problems 
raising capital and therefore will 
get the “gold” seal of ratings, AAA, 
from the credit-rating agencies. Of 
course, the outlook for the company 
focused on the “other” products 
become dismal (lower ratings 
translate to lower valuations and 
write-downs) and that’s the concern 
for the banks and investors. Some 
investors will likely sue. 
   It’s a dicey position for state 
leaders to take keeping in mind that 
the state is one of the beneficiaries 
of this type of bail out. New York 
and its authorities have about $4 
billion of “insured” bonds whose 
interest rates reset frequently. The 
alternative - allowing the market 
to right itself - is not hopeful in 
the near-term, considering the 
inexorable credit squeeze and 
the pain exacted on county, local 
governments, hospitals and other 
municipal borrowers holding a 
mixed bag of those bonds and/or 
securities.
   Specifically, the pain to these 
municipalities is in the form of 
“penalty” interest rates, giving rise to 
the question: What’s in your wallet? 
Take Consumer Union in Yonkers. 
According to Bloomberg LLP, on 
February 15, the organization’s 
interest payments jumped to 11 
percent from 4.5 percent a week 
earlier. On $43 million that pain was 
about $60 thousand for that week. 
On a broader scale New York State 
entities’ borrowing costs climbed by 
more that $2 million, although the 
rates are now beginning to moderate. 
Nonetheless, the unpredictability 
of those securities should push 

municipalities to unwind them or at 
least pursue alternatives.
   The securities in question 
are arcane and boring financial 
instruments called Auction-Rate 
Securities (ARS). In halcyon times 
these investment vehicles have 
gone unnoticed by the public. 
Why? They were perceived as safe 
and predictable. Borrowers enjoyed 
the low short-term interest rates 
on these instruments that function 
much like long-term debt, which 
typically carries higher rates. On 
the other hand, investors liked 
them because they got higher 
rates than other so- called cash 
equivalents, but they still could be 
liquidated easily. Seemed like a 
“win-win” – until the market failed, 
thrusting ARS into the limelight.  
   These bonds do have two other 
unique attributes: a) the interest 
rates are reset as frequently as every 
week through auctions; and b) in 
instances where they are not sold, 
the rates jump to a predetermined 
“penalty” rate. In the month of 
February, thousands of auctions 
failed when there were not enough 
bidders, and banks that run the 
auctions didn’t step in to buy the 
securities. Until recently, they 
would do just that: purchase bonds 
for their own account to prevent 
failures, although they weren’t 
required to do so. Today, they are 
avoiding any instruments that are 
adjustable and have a reset feature. 
So, as the next shoe to drop, we 
can expect “variable-rate demand 
notes” to get the spotlight in the 
coming weeks, because they too 
share the reset feature and are likely 
to suffer the same fate as ARS.
   We can assume that even the 
most financially prudent of 
participants are being stung by 
these developments. And the extent 
of the pain is tied to the mix of ARS 
and other reset-types of instruments 
vs standard fixed-rate instruments 
that are held in a given portfolio. 

By law, participants are not bound 
to disclose the outcome of auctions 
so we can conclude that the most 
embarrassed of the lot are suffering 
in silence. But whenever there are 
higher rates, certainly in the case 
of municipalities, eventually tax 
payers get stuck with the tab. 
   As of this writing (March 2, 2008) 
the insurers, who municipalities use 
as a co-signer to improve their credit 
ratings, are still limping along. 
That Ambac Financial Group has 
not been able to close their deal is 
troubling and is indicative of banks’ 
and investors’ jitters. Frankly, some 
insurers won’t survive, at least not 
in their current form. Further, there 
remains this nagging question of 
whether municipalities actually 
need these insurers in the first place, 
since they usually have decent 
credit. Even if our state leaders 
don’t succeed in forcing the banks 
to pony up, we don’t expect them 
to make good on legislative threats. 
Besides, there are other white 
knights or vultures waiting in the 
wings to snap up these debts- that’s 
the “market” perspective. Until 
that happens, taxpayers concerned 
about getting stuck with the tab 
should ask the pointed question of 
their municipalities: What’s in your 
wallet?

Derickson K. Lawrence is the CEO 
of MarketView Resources, Inc. a 
Private Label Banking Company, 

in Mount Vernon NY 
(www.marketvw.com) 

888.905.4440. 

What’s in Your Wallet?

MONTROSE, NY -- The 
Westchester County Volunteer 
Firemen’s Association conducted its 
17th annual Legislative Conference 
at the Cortland Engine Company in 
Montrose on Saturday, March 8th 
in cooperation with the Firemen’s 
Association State of New York.  It 
was chaired by Robert Knight, Vice 
Chairman of the State Association 
during which legislative matters 
of united concern were addressed 
before members of the State’s 
Legislature.
   U.S. Congressman John Hall 
addressed some 70 volunteers 
from throughout the Hudson Valley 
regarding pending legislative 
activities on Federal level 
impacting the volunteer EMS and 
fire sectors, and the fact the current 
Federal budget as submitted by 
President Bush had cut spending 
for the nation’s first line of defense, 
First Responders (fire, police, and 
EMS).
   State Legislature members Sandy 
Galef, Greg Ball, George Latimer, 
and Senator Vincent Leibell, and 
James Hartwick, Legislative Aide 
representing Senator Morahan’s 
District, addressed questions related 
to past, current, and future State 
legislation of key interest to fire and 
EMS volunteers.  Topics of concern 
included recruitment and retention, 
education, training, tax relief, 
benefits, building construction, and 
the State’s new mattress safety bill, 

17th Annual Legislative Conference 
Held in Honor of Christian J. Becker 

Sponsored by the Westchester County Volunteer Firemen’s Association 
and Hosted by the Montrose Fire Department

By Robert Ruston

soon to be depicted in a special 
presentation from County Executive 
Andy Spano along with Deputy 
Commissioner of Emergency 
Services, John Jackson.
   An early morning breakfast and 
mid-day lunch were provided by 
the Cortlandt Engine Company’s 
Ladies Auxiliary.  The morning 
session opened with an Invocation 
remembering Past WCVFA 
President Christian Becker, who 
founded regional legislative 
conferences on behalf of the 
Westchester organization, and the 
Firemen’s Association State of New 

York.  He had served the State’s 
Legislative Committee for roughly 
three decades prior to his passing 
at age 80 in December 2007.  He 
was the instrumental force behind 
the “Safe Cigarette Act” adopted by 
New York State, and now quickly 
becoming the standard, state by 
state, throughout the nation.
Each legislator was presented with 
a Certificate of Appreciation for 
participating in the event from 
Robert Ruston, Secretary of the 
Westchester County Volunteer 
Firemen’s Association, a post he has 
held for nearly twenty-nine years.

Harriette Becker receiving a State Legislative Resolution honoring her 
husband, Christian Becker and presented by Senator Vincent Leibell III, 

and Assemblywoman Sandy Galef. 

   My column last week analyzing the 
budget for the Village of Bronxville 
prompted many residents to ask for 
a similar breakdown in the Town 
and County portion of their tax 
bills.
A resident of the Village of 
Bronxville pays property taxes to 
the Village for basic municipal 
services including sanitation, police 
protection, library services, street 
maintenance, parks and recreation, 
courts and parking enforcement, 
and building inspection.  The taxes 
are levied based upon assessed 
values maintained by the Village.
   The Village also collects property 
taxes for the benefit of the Bronxville 
School.  Bronxville and the Orange 
County Village of Kiryas Joel are 
the only two communities in the 
State where the community and 
the school district are co-terminus 
so the municipality collects both 
school and municipal taxes.
   In addition to these payments, a 
Village resident pays property taxes 
to the Town for Town, County and 
Fire District services.  These taxes 
are levied based upon assessments 
maintained by the Town of 
Eastchester, and account for 30% of 
the total yearly tax bill.
By law, the Village’s new full 
reassessment numbers cannot 
be used by the Town since this 
would constitute spot reassessment 
since the numbers for the Village 
of Tuckahoe and the Town of 
Eastchester have not been similarly 
updated.  However, the Town is 
legally entitled to update inventory 
discovered in our reassessment.  

Mayor’s Column
By Mary C. Marvin

Mayor of the Village of Bronxville

For example, if upon interior 
inspection, one’s home was found 
to have three bedrooms, not two 
as previously assumed, the Town 
may also update its property card to 
reflect current inventory.
   The following shows the values 
used by the Town to levy taxes over 
the past decade:
More of the Eastchester Town 
wide budget has shifted to 
Bronxville residents in the past 
ten years because the Town’s total 
assessment has dropped $3,288,072 
or 2.7%, Tuckahoe’s has dropped 
by $1,469,374 or 8.7%, whereas the 
Village assessments have increased 
by $1,577,116 or 4.7%.
   Some of the services included in 
the Town of Eastchester budget are 
assessor’s office, receiver of taxes, 
Town Board and Supervisor’s office, 
recreation, and senior programs to 
name just a few.
   The Town wide budget for 2007 
can be summarized as follows:
Total appropriations                     
$8,126,045

Less:
Estimated revenues                       
$4,155,194
Appropriated Fund Balance          
$1,570,543
                                                        
    $5,725,737 

   Balance of Appropriations to 
be raised by property taxes is 
$2,400,308.
   Of the total amount to be raised 
from property taxes, the Village 
of Bronxville’s portion would 
be 30.14% of the total levy or 
$723,453.
   This number is small by comparison 
to the Village’s Fire District and 
County tax obligations.
   With a Fire District tax rate of 
$104.3916 per $1,000 of assessed 
value with the assessed value at 
$35,374,993, the resulting 2007 
payment to the Eastchester Fire 
District by Village taxpayers for 
2007 was $3,692,852.12.
   Using the same assessed value 
to compute County taxes with a 
tax rate of $248.2819 per $1,000 
of assessed value resulted in a 
payment to the County by Village 
residents for services including 
sewer and waste districts, County 
recreation, social services and the 
Board of Elections in the amount of 
$8,782,970.47 for fiscal year 2007.
   This is just a snapshot of the use 
and allocation of all your local tax 
dollars, as we enter the Village and 
School tax portions of the budget 
cycle.

ALBANY, NY -- Senator John 
Bonacic and Assemblywoman 
Sandy Galef said the legislation 
they have sponsored, which would 
create a continuity of the legislative 
session from the first year through 
the end of the second year, is 
constantly growing in support.
    “We spend so much time at the 
beginning of the second session 
year passing bills that had already 
been passed, most with wide 
margins that make it unnecessary 
to pass them again in January 
and February,” Assemblywoman 
Sandy Galef said. “New Yorkers 
are looking to see things get done 
in Albany, and forcing bills back 
through the process again when 
there is no need slows everyone 
down. Our time would be much 
better spent discussing new bills 
and bringing those to the floor for 
a vote.”
   Senator John Bonacic said, 
“The Legislature passes far too 
many ‘one house’ bills that do not 
produce the results New Yorkers 
need.   One house bills are little 
more than ‘make-work’ designed 
to show activity when nothing is 
really happening.  This legislation 
makes government more efficient 
and less costly.”
   The legislation, S.4514/A.6205, 
would allow bills that have already 

Galef, Bonacic Move to Make a  
Two-Year Legislative Calendar

passed one house, to remain in 
the other house for consideration 
and action. In addition, it would 
keep bills that had already passed 
through a standing committee to 
continue on the bill calendar and 
not get sent back to the standing 
committee. The exception would be 
if the bill was amended and needed 
to repeat the legislative process.
   The bill calendars for Wednesday, 
January 23, 2008, show exactly 
why the Bonacic/Galef bill is so 
necessary. There were 581 bills on 
the Assembly calendar, and out of 
those 90% had already been voted 
on and passed in 2007, and had no 
new amendments that would require 
a new vote. S.4514/ A.6205 would 

keep those 90% of the bills already 
passed active in the Senate.
   The bill calendar for Wednesday, 
January 23, 2008 in the Senate also 
had similar results with the 62 bills 
on the calendar. Senate colleagues 
voted on 58% of bills that had 
already been passed last year. 
Therefore it was unnecessary that 
these same bills had to be passed 
again.
   Assemblywoman Galef concluded, 
“This two year session bill would 
increase the productivity in both 
houses, ensuring that in the future, 
legislators can come back to Albany 
at the beginning of the second year 
and start voting on new bills and 
issues that are vital to this state.”
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In Memoriam Notice 
  Westchester Times Tribune publishes paid obituaries (In Memoriam) of 
people who have lived, worked, or have family in Westchester County. 

All notices must be received by Friday, by 12:00 Noon, for inclusion in the 
next week’s edition. Place a paid notice by directing email to 

WTTeditor@gmail.com.

Village of Bronxville 
Board of  

Assessment Review
BRONXVILLE, NY -- The Village 
of Bronxville Assessor, Anthony 
DeBellis, announces that the Village 
of Bronxville Board of Assessment 
Review will convene to deliberate 
over grievances on Tuesday, March 
18, 2008 at 7:00 PM at Village Hall, 
200 Pondfield Road, Bronxville, 
NY. 
   DeBellis stated, “the Village has 
received a number of grievances 
regarding the 2008 tentative tax 

roll.  The Board of Assessment 
Review, which is made of up 
resident volunteers, will convene to 
deliberate over these grievances on 
Tuesday, March 18, 2008 at 7PM at 
Village Hall, 200 Pondfield Road, 
Bronxville, NY.”

For further information, please 
contact Janet Grosso at 

(914) 337-6500.

Federal Legislative 
Priorities for City of 
Yonkers Discussed

Yonkers Mayor Phil Amicone (left) met Wednesday, March 5, 2008, with 
Congressman Eliot Engel (right) in his Washington, D.C. office where 

they discussed federal legislative priorities for the City of Yonkers.

had changed to the color purple, 
an indicator that water was in the 
tank.
   Mr. Rohrer was in disbelief. First 
he had to tow cars off of Route 9 
and bring them to the station for 
repair. Other cars were towed to 
the new car dealerships for repair. 
One Mercedes 
Benz dealership 
replaced hoses and 
other devices to the 
tune of $2,200.00. 
Mr. Rohrer was 
a c c u m u l a t i n g 
more and more 
debt on behalf of 
his loyal patrons. 
He was sticking 
by them no matter 
what.
   Next, Mr. Roher pumped some 
regular grade gasoline into a clear 
container. Instead of gasoline, 
water was dispensed. Until that 
day, no water had penetrated the 
cavernous holding tanks. When Mr. 
Rohrer advised Palisades Oil that 
he had found water in the regular 
grade gasoline tank that had not 
been there previously, they sent 
someone to check the holding tank. 
The gasoline holding tank inspector 
advised Mr. Rohrer that he found 
the tank tight and uncompromised 
in any way yet he would not give a 
written account of his finding.
   Mr. Rohrer engaged the services 
of R & M Pump Services to conduct 
their findings and they verified that 
the regular gasoline grade tank was 
tight and uncompromised.
   Also, as a normal routine, Mr. 
Rohrer checks the depth of liquid 
in each of the gasoline holding 
tanks with a dip stick that measures 
the depth of the liquid within. For 
each 1/8 inch of liquid, a specific 
amount of liquid is inferred. The 
measurement is calculated by first 
ascertaining how much liquid 
is in the tank, then subtracting 
the amount of fuel sold, and the 
tabulation should fall into a range 
of 60 gallons plus or minus. In the 
case of Mr. Rohrer’s calculations, 
he had tabulated over a 10 days 

Gasoline Allegedly 
Delivered with Water

period that he was within a 25 
gallon range. The figure proves that 
no liquid, other than the fuel inside 
the gasoline tank had been inherited 
from another source. 
   In fact, as a precaution against the 
dispensing of water into the fuel tank 
of any vehicle, the hose attached to 

the pump in the 
gasoline holding 
tank is situated 
6 inches above 
the lowest point 
of the tank since 
water is heavier 
than gasoline, 
the 6 inches 
differential is 
sufficient to avoid 
pumping water 
should any have 

been introduced into the system.
   Mr. Rohrer further suffered the 
need to close his station for 7 days 
in order to siphon out all the water 
in the tank that was present.
   Palisades Oil maintains they did 
not deliver 5100 gallons of liquid 
of which some was allegedly water. 
Croton Harmon Auto Repair at Oil 
City has a paper trail of following 
protocol in which all measurements 
and inspection circumstantially 
point to Palisades Oil as the only 
alleged source for the water being 
found in the gasoline holding 
tanks.
   When attempting to reach 
Nick, Mr. Rohrer’s  Palisades Oil 
salesman. to inquire as to what had 
transpired, Nick initially attempted 
to disconnect my telephone 
connection to him but failed as he 
held the telephone cradle plunger 
for too short a time to disconnect 
me. When I heard his voice again, 
I asked if he was attempting to 
disconnect my call. He said he 
was only attempting to speak 
to a customer on another line. I 
suggested he do just that and that I 
would wait. When he returned to the 
line I was held on, he said he wasn’t 
at the delivery point and knew 
nothing more. Then he abruptly 
disconnected the telephone.

Sithtie Bageloo (nee Patacer) 
of Yonkers died on Wednesday, 
February 27, 2008, at age 90. Born 
on February 12, 1918 to Supersad 
and Janke Patacer in Jamaica. 
Beloved wife of the late John. 
Devoted Mother to Iris Bageloo, 
Pearl Blake, and Enid Bagalio. 
Devoted Grandmother to Janet, 
David, Mandy, Carol and Peter and 
Great Grandmother to Christopher, 
Andrew and Tatiana. Dear sister to 
Harry Patacer, Rose Wishart, and 
Monica Hardy, and the late George 
Patacer. Visiting Hours were held at 
the Whalen & Ball F.H. on Friday 
March 7th; followed by Christian 
Funeral Service and an Indian 
Service. Interment Saturday March 
8th at Oakland Cemetery. Whalen 
& Ball Funeral Home 168 Park Ave. 
Yonkers, N.Y. 10703 (914)965-
5488 www.whalenandballfh.com.

 
Patrick C. Cocciardi of Yonkers 
died on Tuesday, February 26, 2008, 
at the age of 106. He was born on 
November 11, 1901 to Pasquale and 
Antoinette (DeMichele) Cocciardi 
in New York City. Mr. Cocciardi 
was a self employed barber who 
owned Paddy’s Barber Shop in 
Yonkers for over 31 years; retiring 
in 1968. On August 23, 1925, he 
married Margaret McGuinness in 
St. Joseph’s Church in Yonkers, 
she died in 1983.Paddy was 
a parishioner of Sacred Heart 
Church; he served as an Usher 
since 1931; he was past president 
of their Holy Name Society, The 
Barber’s Union and St. Aloiysus 
Society. He was also a Democratic 
District Leader with the Chippewa 
Club (6th ward). He was a member 
of the Kings of Columbus. He 
is survived by his five children; 
Edward Cocciardi of Airmont, NY, 
Marie (John) Melvin of Milford, 
CT, Margaret (Gerald) DiGnam of 
Hampton, NH, Catherine O’Leary 
of Peekskill and Robert (Joan) 
Vigliotti of Yonkers. He is also 
survived by 19 grandchildren, 31 
great-grandchildren and five great-
great grandchildren. Visiting hours 
were held at Whalen & Ball Funeral 
Home on Thursday, February 28th. 
A Mass of Christian Burial was 
held in Sacred Heart Church on 
the morning of Friday, February 
29th, followed by Interment at 
St. Joseph’s Cemetery. Donations 
may be made to the Sacred Heart 
Roof Fund. Whalen & Ball Funeral 
Home 168 Park Ave. Yonkers, 
N.Y. 10703 (914)965-5488 www.

whalenandballfh.com

Lorraine Keays (nee Travers) of 
Yonkers died on Tuesday, March 
4, 2007, at age 77. Born on July 9, 
1930 to Frank and Mary (Mangan) 

Travers in Yonkers where she 
was raised and graduated from 
Commerce High School. Mrs. Keays 
is survived by her daughter, Kathy 
Clark of Flagstaff, Arizona, and 
her family and two sons, Michael 
Keays of Omaha, Nebraska, and 
his family, and Martin Keays 
of Phoenix, Arizona, and his 
family. She is also survived by ten 
grandchildren, one great grandchild, 
two sisters, Rita of Sitka, Alaska and 
Marion Travers of Yonkers and two 
brothers, James of Laurenburg, NC 
and Donald Travers of Yonkers. She 
was pre-deceased by her son, James 
Keays, a sister, Irene and brothers, 
Joseph and Francis. Visiting hours 
were conducted at Whalen & 
Ball Funeral Home on Thursday 
morning, March 6th, followed by a 
Mass of Christian Burial in Sacred 
Heart Church. Interment St. Joseph 
Cemetery. 
Whalen & Ball Funeral Home 
168 Park Ave. Yonkers, N.Y. 
10703 (914)965-5488 www.
whalenandballfh.com.
 
Catherine Lyons (nee Walsh) of 
Yonkers, a Gold Star mother, died 
on Wednesday February 27, 2008, at 
age 88. Born on October 16, 1919, 
to John and Mary (Kane) Walsh in 
Yonkers where she was raised and 
educated. Mrs. Lyons worked as a 
receptionist at Office Help Temp., 
in Yonkers. On September 24, 
1944, she married Richard Lyons 
in St. Joseph’s Church; He died 
in 1983. Catherine is survived by 
her five children, Peter (Lorraine) 
Lyons, Kathy (Walter) Holowczak, 
Maureen (Joe) Giorgi, Louise (Joe) 
Dulak, Terry (Lou) DeMuro and 
a special friend, Joanne Rickard. 
She is also survived by her ten 
grandchildren, Arlene and Charlie 
Burlingham, Deanna and Glenn 
Holowczak, Tracey Lyons, Tara 
and Drew Kreidler, Matthew and 
Jen Giorgi, John and Jamie Dulak 
and John Redding and seven great 
grandchildren, Andrew Holowczak, 
Tommy, Alex and Brian Burlingham, 
Amanda Kreidler, Nicolas Giorgi 
and Louise Serpico. Mrs. Lyons 
was pre-deceased by her son, Sgt. 
John Lyons, who died in action in 
Vietnam in 1970, her grandson, 
J.T. Dulak in 2006, two brothers, 
Jack and David Walsh and three 
sisters, Aggie Walsh, Ann Gallo 
and Dolly Martin. She is survived 
by her sister, Honey Hargraves, and 
sister in law, Evelyn Walsh, and 
several nieces and nephews. Our 
thanks to the staff on the second 
floor of Michael Malotz for their 
attentive care over the past four 
years; A special thank you to Ann 
and Marie (the lunch buddy table) 
for their friendship. Visiting hours 
were conducted at Whalen & Ball 
Funeral Home on Thursday and 
Friday, February 28 and 29.  Mass 
of Christian Burial in Sacred Heart 
Church on Saturday March 1st; 
Interment at St. Joseph Cemetery. 
Donations may be made to either 
Michael Malotz Nursing Home 
or the Sacred Heart Roof Fund in 
Catherine’s memory. Whalen & 
Ball Funeral Home 168 Park Ave. 
Yonkers, N.Y. 10703 (914)965-

5488 www.whalenandballfh.com.

Mary E. Mayer, 91, died peacefully 
in her sleep on March 2, in Medford, 
MA, where she had moved in 1997 
with her husband, Alfred. They 
had lived in Yonkers most of their 
lives. Alfred died in 2001. She 
was the daughter of James and 
Ellen “Nell” Benson Hurst. Mary 
grew up in Yonkers and attended 
Yonkers schools, graduating from 
Gorton High School in 1934. She 
enjoyed the camaraderie of friends 
and often spoke of traveling to Wall 
Street to work. After her marriage 
on May 30, 1940, in St. Joseph’s 
Church, she was a homemaker 
and became involved in parish 
activities at the Monastery Church 
of Sacred Heart. Survivors include 
three daughters, Frances Kirwan 
of Medford, MA; Janice Reiter 
of Exeter, NH; Dorothy Mayer of 
McLean, VA; one son, Gregory 
Mayer of Greensboro, NC; 11 
grandchildren; one great-grandson, 
and a sister, Rita Dougherty of 
Seaford, NY. Visiting Hours were 
held at the Whalen & Ball Funeral 
Home the morning of March 7; a 
mass celebrating her life took place 
in the Monastery Church of the 
Sacred Heart later that day.  Burial 
at St Joseph’s Cemetery. Whalen & 
Ball Funeral Home 168 Park Ave. 
Yonkers, N.Y. 10703 (914)965-
5488 www.whalenandballfh.com.

Antoinette F. Muscente (nee 
Quicci) of Yonkers died on Sunday, 
March 2, 2008, at the age 70. 
Born on Oct 27, 1937 to Dominic 
and Ida (Spinelli) Quicci, in 
Yonkers, where she was raised and 
graduated from Commerce High 
School. Mrs. Muscente worked in 
the Assessor’s Dept at the City of 
Yonkers for over 20 years, retiring 
in 2000. On September 20, 1958 
she married Thomas Muscente in 
Mt. Carmel Church, He survives 
living in Yonkers. Besides her 
husband Antoinette is survived by 
her two son’s, Joseph and Thomas 
A. Muscente, both of Yonkers. 
She is also survived by her 
Granddaughter Danielle and her 
sister Theresa Monaco and several 
nieces and nephews. Visiting hours 
were held at the Whalen & Ball 
Funeral Home. Mass of Christian 
Burial in Mt. Carmel Church on 
Thursday, March 6th, followed 
by Entombment at Ferncliff 
Mausoleum. Donations may be 
made in Antoinette’s memory to the 
St. Jude Children’s Hospital 901 St. 
Jude Place, Memphis, Tennessee 

38105. Whalen & Ball Funeral 
Home 168 Park Ave. Yonkers, 
N.Y. 10703 (914)965-5488 www.
whalenandballfh.com.

Custodia F. Tavares of Yonkers 
died on Monday, February 25, 2008 
at age 47. Devoted aunt to Sophia 
and Ana. Visiting hours at the 
Whalen & Ball F.H. were held on 
Wednesday, February 27th. Whalen 
& Ball Funeral Home 168 Park Ave. 
Yonkers, N.Y. 10703 (914)965-
5488 www.whalenandballfh.com

Marie C. Virtuoso (nee Cervelli), 
a lifelong Yonkers resident, passed 
away on Thursday, February 28, 

2008. She was 90 years old. She 
was born on January 25, 1918 to 
Frank and Bertha Cerrato Cervelli 
in Yonkers where she was raised 
and educated. She graduated from 
Yonkers General School of Nursing 
with her nursing degree. Mrs. 
Virtuoso was an industrial nurse 
at Phelps Dodge Corporation in 
Yonkers until her retirement in 
1980. Previously, she worked as 
a nurse at Gimbels Department 
Store in Yonkers and before that 
as a supervisor in the operating 
room at Yonkers General Hospital. 
Mrs. Virtuoso was a parishioner of 
Sacred Heart Church and a member 
of Senior Citizen’s Group #4 in 
Yonkers. She enjoyed swimming, 
needlepoint, dancing and attending 
outdoor concerts at Untermeyer 
Park. She also loved fishing. On 
April 18, 1943, she married Romeo 
Virtuoso in Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 
Church in Yonkers. Mr. Virtuoso 
survives and lives in Yonkers. In 
addition to her husband, she is 
survived by one son, Frank Virtuoso 
of Yonkers, one daughter, Joan 
Virtuoso-Lamake of Poughkeepsie 
and three grandchildren, Kristen, 
Danielle and Gabrielle. She is also 
survived by her three dogs, Buddy, 
Squiggy and Benji who, although 
being the constant cause of swelling 
of her eyes, were still very dear in 
her life. Marie was pre-deceased by 
two sisters, Isabelle Quintano and 
Gloria Naradzay. Visitation was held 
at Whalen & Ball Funeral Home 
on Friday, February 29th. Mass of 
Christian Burial was celebrated in 
Sacred Heart Church on Saturday, 
March 1st. Interment followed at 

St. Joseph Cemetery. Whalen & 
Ball Funeral Home 168 Park Ave. 
Yonkers, N.Y. 10703 (914)965-

5488 www.whalenandballfh.com.

 
Sophie Weeks (nee Wacura) of 
Yonkers died on Friday February 29, 
2008, at age 88. Born on January 17, 
1920 to Joseph and Mary (Galayda) 
Wacura in Hastings, NY,  where 
she was raised and graduated from 
Hastings H.S. Mrs. Weeks worked 
as a computer programmer for Otis 
Elevator in Yonkers for over 25 
years, retiring in 1980. On August 
11, 1945, she married James Weeks 
in St. Mary’s Catholic Church; he 
died in 1993. Sophie is survived by 
her two daughters, Jane Bozzone and 
Carole Granito. She is also survived 
by two grandchildren, Summer and 
Shana. She was predeceased by two 
brothers, Joseph and Carl Wacura 
and two infant brothers, Michael 
and John. Sophie was a special aunt 
to Maureen Howell. Visiting Hours 
were held at the Whalen & Ball F.H. 
on Monday, March 3rd. Funeral 
service at the Funeral Home on 
Tuesday, March 4th. Entombment 

at Mt. Hope Cemetery. Whalen & 
Ball Funeral Home 168 Park Ave. 
Yonkers, N.Y. 10703 (914)965-
5488 www.whalenandballfh.com.

discuss the history of Latinos and 
professional baseball from the 1880s 
to the present.  This is a compelling 
story of the men who negotiated the 
color line at every turn–passing as 
“Spanish” in the major leagues or 
seeking respect and acceptance in 
the Negro leagues.
   “Although largely ignored by 
historians of both baseball in general 
and the Negro leagues in particular, 
Latinos have been a significant 
presence in organized baseball from 
the beginning… Burgos draws on 
archival materials from the U.S., 
Cuba, and Puerto Rico, as well as 
Spanish- and English-language 
publications and interviews with 
Negro league and major league 
players. He demonstrates how the 
manipulation of racial distinctions 
that allowed management to recruit 
and sign Latino players provided 
a template for Brooklyn Dodgers’ 
general manager Branch Rickey 
when he initiated the dismantling 
of the color line by signing Jackie 
Robinson in 1947. Burgos’s 
extensive examination of Latino 
participation before and after 
Robinson’s debut documents the 

Baseball: Playing America’s Game

ways in which inclusion did not 
signify equality and shows how 
notions of racialized difference 
have persisted for darker-skinned 
Latinos like Orestes (“Minnie”) 
Miñoso, Roberto Clemente, and 
Sammy Sosa.”    
      “Adrian Burgos Jr., was a 
contributing author to Shades of 
Glory: The Negro Leagues and 
the Story of African American 
Baseball (2006), served on the 
Screening and Voting Committees 
for the National Baseball Hall of 
Fame’s 2006, Special Election on 
the Negro Leagues, and consulted 
on the Hall’s ¡Béisbol_Baseball! 
The Shared Pastime project.” 
(University of California Press)
$8/ adult; $5 senior/students,and 
free/children under 6 years old. 
Members to Bartow-Pell Mansion 
Museum/Bronx Historical Society: 

$5/adult, $3 seniors/students.
Prepayment and Pre-Registration 
is strongly recommended.  For 
more information please call 718-
885-1461 or email info@bpmm.
org.

ARDSLEY, NY -- On Sunday, March 
16th, Allie Wainer, an 8th grader at 
Ardsley Middle School, will play 
the clarinet in the Westchester 
County School Music Association 
( W C S M A ) 
I n t e r m e d i a t e 
Band Concert at 
SUNY Purchase 
Performing Arts 
Center.  WCSMA 
represents 450 
music educators 
from 55 public, 
private and 
parochial school 
districts in 
W e s t c h e s t e r 
County.  Each 
year more than 
1,200 county 
students participate 
in WCSMA concerts and festivals.  
This will be Allie’s fourth WCSMA 
band concert; she played twice for 
the elementary band, and this is 
her second intermediate concert.  
Participation requires auditioning 
before representatives of the 
New York State School Music 
Association, (NYSSMA), of which 
WCSMA is a member.  Allie will 

Ardsley Student to Play in 
All-County Band Concert

be joined by several other students 
from Ardsley Middle School.
   Ms. Wainer, 13, is quite 
accomplished.  She has earned A’s 
in all her school subjects, thus far, in 

her nearly 4 years 
at Ardsley Middle 
School.  She has 
also received A’s 
in her several 
years of study 
at Temple Beth 
Abraham (TBA) 
Religious School; 
in Dec. 2007, 
Allie became a Bat 
Mitzvah at TBA.  
Allie has been in 
the Girl Scouts 
since kindergarten 
(starting as a 

Daisy, of course).  
She has also run on the Ardsley 
Middle School track and cross-
country teams.  Finally, Allie 
participates, along with her mother 
Gail, a Property Manager, in a 
Mother-Daughter Club.  Allie’s 
hobbies include playing Wii, 
computer games, travel, music, 
reading, and skiing.



MARCH 13, 2008PAGE 8 WESTCHESTER TIMES TRIBUNE

http://www.cityofyonkersida.com/




