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MOUNT VERNON, NY -- There 
was anticipation in the air; it was 
neither positive nor negative – 
what would Mayor Clinton Young 
say? Mount Vernon had endured 
challenges few could fathom. 
Just shy of ninety days in office, 
Mayor Young seemed to have gone 
through a catharsis. The transition 
from County Legislator to Mayor 
of the City of Mount Vernon was a 

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- The award-
winning Westchester Chordsmen 
Chorus will host two performances 
of Wild Wild Westchester II [or 
How the West Was Sung], an 
original a cappella, “in the style of 
the chapel,” musical comedy with 
modern day twists for the young 
and the old to enjoy. 
    The show will feature a western 
spin to traditional Chordsmen 
songs as well as a rousing repertoire 
of foot stoppin’ and hand clappin’ 
tunes like “Shakin’ the Blues Away,” 
“Home on the Range,” “Deep in 
the Heart of Texas” and “Buttons 
and Bows.”

Westchester Chordsmen to Host Foot Stompin’ Western Musical
Chorus to Launch ‘Learn to Sing’ Program at Annual Spring Show

    “The audience will definitely get 
to see a side of Chordsmen members 
that they’ve never seen before!” 
says John Fotia, the Wild, Wild 
Westchester II writer and director. 
“It’s really an exuberant show with 
lots of pop culture references. Of 
course, the chorus is performing 
at its best these days with our new 
director Keith Harris.”
    At the spring show, the Chordsmen 
will formally announce a new, free 
program for Westchester County 
men - ages 16 and up - who are 
interested in singing. The “Learn 
to Sing” program is ten hours of 
free singing and voice development 

lessons, presented by the Chorus’ 
director and associate directors, 
in two-hour sessions on five 
consecutive Monday nights starting 
Monday, May 5, 2008. In addition 
to instruction and techniques, 
course participants will receive free 
music, instructional materials, and 
practice audio files on CD. 
    “This is a truly remarkable 
opportunity as we know there are 
men out there itching to get back 
into music,” says Keith Harris, 
Westchester Chordsmen Chorus 
director. “Maybe they sang in high 
school or college. Perhaps they just 
belt it out in the shower. We know 

because we were those guys too. 
For guys who can sing, this program 
will strengthen your abilities 
and give you more confidence 
to perform. And, music making 
is proven to be beneficial both 
physically and emotionally. We’re 
excited to provide this opportunity 
to the community.” 
    Men interested in the “Learn to 
Sing” program are encouraged to 
come see the Chordsmen’s Spring 
Show and to get information and 
register early. 
   Wild Wild Westchester II [or 
How the West Was Sung] will be 
performed on Saturday, April 12, 

at White Plains Middle School, 
located at 128 Grandview Avenue, 
in White Plains, N.Y. Performance 
times are 2:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. 
Ticket prices are: $20 matinee and 
$25 evening. Group and Senior 
rates are available. 

For additional information,  
please call 

914-523-6364
or visit the

www.chordsmen.org
website for show tickets and for 

more information about the 
“Learn to Sing” 

instructional program. 

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- The 
approximately 60 exceptionally 
detailed stained glass windows that 
embellish Temple Israel of New 
Rochelle’s large and small public 
areas are being given an additional 
showcase in the Goldstein Cultural 
Center this spring. The windows, 
with their exemplary artistry and 
multiple themes as well as their 
contribution to the architectural 

NEW YORK, NY -- The 
widespread anger over remarks 
made by Taoiseach Bertie 
Ahern and apparently aimed at 
undocumented Irish 
immigrants and 
their supporters 
has deepened this 
week. 
   A statement from 
the Coalition of 
Irish Immigration 
Centers released 
on Tuesday 
described the 
comments as being 
“deeply offensive.” 
   And an op-ed in this issue of the 
Irish Echo, San Francisco-based 
immigrant activist Bart Murphy 
charged that Ahern had delivered 
his remarks, made in Washington 
on St. Patrick’s Day, with “all the 
subtlety of a head-butt.” 
   Meanwhile, the Irish Lobby for 
Immigration Reform is this week 
seeking “urgent talks” with Ahern 
as a result of his comments on U.S. 
soil. 
   While in Washington, Ahern 
poured cold water on prospects 

Row Deepens
ILIR Seeks Talks after Ahern SPD Remarks

By Ray O’Hanlon

of visas for undocumented Irish 
immigrants and suggested that they 
might want to think about packing 
their bags and returning to Ireland. 

   However, it 
was comments 
by Ahern 
alluding to talk 
on immigration 
reform in bars that 
hit a nerve with 
Irish American 
campaigners. 
   Beyond these 
words, ILIR 

wants to find 
out from Ahern why the Irish 
government has apparently stepped 
back on a previously announced 
effort to secure a bilateral visa deal 
with Washington that would cover 
movement of Irish citizens to the 
U.S., and U.S. citizens to Ireland. 
   “We are seeking urgent talks with 
Mr. Ahern,” said ILIR’s executive 
director Kelly Fincham. 
   “Over the past six months, the 
Department of Foreign Affairs had 
led us to believe that they were 
negotiating on the basis of the 

Mt. Vernon 
Mayor Young 
Delivers the 
State of the 

City Address
By Hezi Aris

see Mt Vernon Pg. 9

Stained Glass Windows 
Highlighted in 

Temple Israel of  
New Rochelle Exhibit

distinction of the building, are the 
focus of a photo exhibit designed to 
add visual impact to the Temple’s 
Centennial Celebration.
   The opening preview is set 
for 3:00 to 5:00 p.m., Sunday, 
April 6th. As a special feature at 
the event, Assistant Rabbi Beth 
Nichols will lead tours through 

   Just in time for Mother’s Day, 
The Warrior: A Mother’s Story of 
a Son at War, a powerful memoir 
telling by narrative verse written by 
Frances Richey, a mother struggling 
with the reality of her son at war in 
Iraq is published by Viking Press; 
on-sale on April 14, 2008.
   After raising her son Ben, as a 
single mother, Richey watched 
from home as he went for two tours 
of duty in Iraq as a Green Beret—

The Warrior: 
A Mother’s 
Story of a 

Son at War
By Frances Richey

   This season designers put 
basic black and stark white 
on the back-burner, choosing 
instead florals, sheer fabrics 
and vibrant hues.  Spring/
Summer is shaping up as 
the ticket for women who 
like to look pretty. 
   The Spring collection by 
the Badgley Mischka boys 
seems inspired by the 1920s 
French Rivera of “Tender is 
the Night” – beads, fringe, 
champagne-soaked nights.  
They re-invented a drop- 
waist flapper dress in blush 
tulle and satin. In another 
reference to their inspiration, 
the designers studded a 
halter-neck sleeveless dress 
with crystals in a geometric 
Art Deco style.  The pair 
said they were taken with 
“the way that this decade’s 
clothes were put together 
and polished, yet didn’t grab 
the body.” Grabbing delicately at 
the body and in a more modern 
vein, there’s an above the knee, 
spaghetti strapped, chiffon-floaty 
design, white to the hips and then 
morphing into a tender leaf green. 
Their strapless dress of polished 
cotton printed in boldly patterned 

Spring is Here, I Hear 
By Barbara Barton Sloane

blue and white is as fresh and crisp 
as a spring morning.   
   Giles Mendel cited the French 
photographer Guy Bourdin, 
master of erotic innuendo, as his 
touchstone.  In his romantic nod 
to spring, Mendel couldn’t resist 
a painted flower here and a lace 

   As discussed in Fallout from the 
Energy Policy Act of 2005 Part I of 
a Series, the United States federal 
government is taking a more and 
more integral role in the distribution 
and transmission of electricity and 
in the energy sector throughout 
the U.S. And such is the result of 
both federal regulations and laws 
mandating the deregulation of 
public utilities as well as the repeal 
of the Public Utilities Holding 
Company Act (PUHCA) of 1935, as 

Fallout from 
the Energy 

Policy Act of 
2005

Part II of a series

By Diane M. Grassi

   A battle royale broke out over 
Resolution 12, sponsored by 
Majority Leader Sandy Annabi 
and Councilmember 
Joan Gronowski last 
night. The resolution 
was shepherded 
under their aegis 
and submitted to 
the Yonkers City 
Council. The 
resolution called 
for a mechanism to 
safeguard taxpayer 
money from being 
m i s a p p r o p r i a t e d 
after their being 
disbursed to the 
various Community 
Based Organizations (CBOs). 
   The catalyst that brought about 
this resolution was founded 
upon Majority Leader Annabi 
and Councilmember Gronowski 
becoming aware of an alleged 
embezzlement of $66,000 in 
taxpayer funded money from 

Protecting Taxpayer’s 
Funds Extinguished for 

Political Gains
By Hezi Aris

the South Broadway Business 
Improvement District first reported 
on the Yonkers Tribune Website. 

The resolution calls 
upon the Yonkers 
Inspector General’s 
office to perform 
an operational and 
financial review of 
the South Broadway 
B.I.D., and to report 
its findings and 
recommendations 
to the Yonkers City 
Council. The Yonkers 
Final Budget for 
2008 Grant Budget 
total is $5.8 million; 
including $3.6 

million in Community Development 
Block Grants (CDBG), over 
$165,000 in Emergency Shelter 
Grants (ESG), and over $1.9 
million in Home Grants. What 
seemed a straightforward response 
to a happenstance to which elected 

http://www.chordsmen.org/" \t "_blank
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NEW ROCHELLE, NY – Listen 
to the On the Level with Hezi Aris 
call-in program on WVOX-1460 
AM radio this and every Tuesday. 
The show is heard live by way of 
streaming audio technology on your 
computer, from 10:00 am through 
11:00 am. 
   For those who can’t get enough 
radio, consider listening to Hezi 
Aris every Thursday, at 8:30 am, 
as he discusses events impacting 
Westchester politics with Bob 
Marrone, host of Good Morning, 
Westchester. Join Bob Marrone 
every day from 6:00 am through 
9:00 am during your daily commute 
from Monday through Friday.
   The call-in talk show format 
invites your perspective; share your 
thoughts. Call us at 914-636-0110. 
Those who call are asked to please 
stay on topic.

Serving
Westchester
County

WWW.LAWRENCEHOMECARE .ORG

69 Main Street
Tuckahoe, NY 10707

914 961-2818
914 961-2982 FAX

Lawrence
Home Care
of W E S T C H E S T E R

69 Main Street, Tuckahoe, NY 10707 � 914 961-2818 � 914 961-8654 fax
www.jansenhospice.org

A Special Way of Caring

L AW R E N C E C O M M U N I T Y H E A LT H S E R V I C E S

Jansen Hospice and Palliative Care

L A W R E N C E C O M M U N I T Y H E A L T H S E R V I C E S

officials should be sensitive, 
instead became a political display 
of prowess by the unannounced 
contenders for the office of Yonkers 
City Council President. 
   Councilmember John Murtagh 
expressed legal concern over passing 
legislation that would insinuate 
itself into an ongoing investigation 
of alleged embezzlement by the 
Office of Westchester County 
District Attorney Janet DeFiore. 
He also stipulated that he could not 
fathom why Annabi was unaware 
of the alleged embezzlement since 
she sits on the board of directors. 
   Annabi advised that she had 
requested information from the 
South Broadway BID many times 
over yet had not received a response 
from Executive Director Jose Velez 
of the South Broadway BID or its  
Board of Directors. Upon hearing 
of the embezzlement charges, it 

Protecting Taxpayer’s Funds Extinguished By Political Gains
became prudent for her to promote 
a mechanism of oversight that could 
scrutinize the South Broadway 
BID’s operating procedure, 
henceforth the legislation.
   Within minutes, Councilmember 
Dee Barbato took the baton from 
Murtagh to also challenge Annabi. 
Next it was Councilmember Pat 
McDow. As each tried to impose their 
will over the Yonkers City Council, 
President Chuck Lesnick tried to 
accommodate the warring factions. 
His intention for rapprochement, 
while politically astute, did not 
bring decorum to the Yonkers 
City Council chambers. It was a 
free for all. Barbato challenging 
Annabi, aided by a challenge from 
McDow, and egged onward by 
Murtagh. Minority Leader Liam 
McLaughlin challenged Murtagh’s 
discomfort with placing a layer of 
oversight by the Inpector General’s 

Office because of his concern that 
any legislation might cause the 
Westchester District Attorney’s 
Office from failing to conclude 
their case. McLaughlin pointed out 
that this was not a legally founded 
argument. Gronowski demanded a 
vote be taken to conclude approval 
of the proposed legislation to 
protect taxpayer’s money. 
The squabble continued. Murtagh 
attempted to hold up the proceedings 
on a make-believe technicality that 
could not be found anywhere in 
writing. Barbato didn’t realize the 
ruse was failing so she continued 
the attack. McDow, having little 
knowledge of protocol but greater 
sensitivity to the collapsing ploy, 
slowly receded to await the vote.
   Lesnick called for the vote after 
a few clauses were changed to 
the satisfaction of seemingly all, 
including Inspector General Phil 

Zissman, but in their haste to out 
do each other, one of the clauses 
went unchanged and Barbato asked, 
“What did we just vote for?” 
   The vote to scrutinize the use of 
taxpayer money by unannounced 
spot-check audit by the Office of 
the Yonkers Inspector General  
passed 4-3.
Voting tally:
Councilmember Dee Barbato 
– Against
Councilmember John Murtagh 
– Against
Minority Leader Liam McLaughlin 
– For
Councilmember Joan Gronowski 
– For
Majority Leader Sandy Annabi 
– For
Councilmember Pat McDow – 
Against
City Council President Chuck 
Lesnick – For 

Sharing and 
Coordination to Realize 
Tax Dollar Savings 
March  
 
To the Editor:
   As we work on negotiating a 
final state budget for 2008-09, I 
have found that each week we are 
faced with more of a downturn in 
our economy and a lowering of 
revenues available to the state for 
inclusion in the new budget. In 
fact, last week Governor Paterson 
announced that he was eliminating 
$800 million in spending in 
the proposed budget. What is 
happening financially in New 

Letters to the Editor
York is occurring throughout the 
country as well. Strong leadership 
is required so that the budget we 
eventually adopt will be lean and 
require some tough choices in terms 
of services for our residents. With 
less money available in this time of 
economic downturn, we must look 
toward cutting our expenses.
   This difficult fiscal situation offers 
us an opportunity to look at and 
determine ways to save tax dollars 
and create efficiencies within 
our communities and our school 
districts. That is the reason I am 
sponsoring a forum on Thursday, 
April 10th from 3 to 5 pm at 
Cortlandt Town Hall. The topic is 
“Sharing and Coordination between 

School Districts, Municipalities, 
and the State to Realize Tax Dollar 
Savings.” State Comptroller Tom 
DiNapoli will attend along with 
representatives of the Westchester 
County Association, Putnam/
Northern Westchester BOCES, 
and local officials to discuss issues 
and obstacles and to brainstorm 
possible strategies to implement 
savings through shared services. 
We need to adopt new policies 
and new ways of carrying out our 
school and governmental business 
to better manage and lower our 
property taxes. 
   It may not be easy to break down 
boundaries between our many 
school districts and municipalities 

but we must start to make these 
changes so that we can counter our 
high tax burden. Let’s work together 
locally to find real solutions. Please 
join me at the forum or watch 
the discussion on public access 
television. Your ideas, suggestions, 
and advocacy for change are crucial 
as we develop new approaches to 
serve all of our best interests.
 
Sincerely,
Sandy Galef
The writer is the Assemblywoman 
of the  90AD

   The last few days’ newspapers 
have been replete with negative 
articles about former Governor 
Spitzer and Governor Paterson. 
They primarily deal with extra-
curricular activities of these public 
figures, with the subtext of whether 
the state or campaign treasuries 
paid for Mr. Paterson’s hotel rooms, 
and whether the expenditures were 
incurred for a public or private 
purpose.
   If this commotion keeps up, people 
will wonder whether heterosexuals 
can be trusted with high public 
office. To be fair, the bedroom 
adventures of former New Jersey 
Governor McGreevey show that 
homosexuals, too, find love in odd 
places, whether in twos or threes.  
It was distressing that McGreevey 
appointed his Israeli boy toy, Golan 
Cipel, as New Jersey’s Director of 
Homeland Security. One problem 
the first couple faced was that since 
Cipel was not an American citizen, 
he could not receive the security 
clearance required for his new 
position.
   New York State, on the other hand, 
acquired its Deputy Secretary to the 
Governor for Public Safety (which 
includes homeland security) without 
any sexual motive whatsoever. 
Governor Spitzer named Republican 
State Senator Michael A. Balboni of 
Long Island to the position in order 
to reduce Senator Bruno’s majority.  
The move was successful, Democrat 
Craig Johnson won the special 
election to fill Balboni’s seat, and 
the Democrats were only two seats 
short of Senate control at that time.
   Mr. Balboni is highly qualified 
for the Homeland Security position, 
with experience in security matters 
and good relationships throughout 
government. He is said to have 
performed well in office, and was not 
involved with TrooperChopperGate. 
We ask, however, whether he would 
have been appointed had he not 
been a sitting Republican senator. 
What do you think?
   In this column, we do not wish 
to recount the day by day exposes 
in the papers about public figures. 
The topic du jour is cocaine and 
marijuana, after Governor Paterson 
answered a question put to him last 
night on New York 1 by saying 
that he had tried them briefly when 
he was in his twenties, but soon 
abandoned them.
   Six years ago, on April 9, 2002, 

The Cost of Satisfaction
Albany Morals -- an Oxymoron?

 
By Henry J. Stern

Mayor Bloomberg, when asked if 
he smoked marijuana, answered 
cheerfully: “You bet I did.  And 
I enjoyed it.”    Senator Barack 
Obama answered the same question 
on October 22, 2006, answered 
in the affirmative and added: “I 
inhaled frequently.  That was the 
point.”  This may have been a gibe 
at his rival’s husband, who was 
questioned on the subject on March 
30, 1992, The Governor of Arkansas 
replied: “I’ve never broken a state 
law, but when I was in England, 
I experimented with marijuana a 
time or two, and I didn’t like it.  I 
didn’t inhale and I never tried it 
again.”  To be fair, attitudes toward 
marijuana were harsher sixteen 
years ago.
In 2000 both Bush and Gore said 
they had tried marijuana in their 
youth.  By 2004 every Democratic 
candidate answered the marijuana 
question affirmatively except 
General Wesley Clark and Senator 
Joe Lieberman, who said, “I have 
a reputation for giving unpopular 
answers at Democratic debates. I 
never used marijuana.  Sorry.”  
Senator Lieberman no longer takes 
part in intra-Democratic debates.
   We began chronicling Governor 
Spitzer’s activities last year with 
considerable optimism. A reform 
administration had just been 
elected with 69% of the vote. 
After twenty-four years split 
evenly by Governors Cuomo and 
Pataki, a new day appeared to be 
dawning. Our headline on January 
2, 2007 was “MR. SPITZER 
GOES TO ALBANY: Spitzer 
Focuses on Ethics; Issues Five 
Executive Orders; Pledges Open 
Government.”
Alas, it was not to be. Spitzer 
suffered a continuing series 
of retreats and defeats. Much 
of the year was a casualty 
of TrooperChopperGate, which 
became much more important than 
it would have been because of the 
governor’s obvious cover-up and 
subornation of perjury over actions 
he could reasonably have defended, 
or apologized for with only minor 
damage.
   Spitzer’s personal weakness 
rendered him unable to stand up 
to the legislature. He may have 
objected to what they did, but 
when the time came he knuckled 
under. The weaker he was perceived 
as being, the less people were 

inclined to listen to him, especially 
when he asked them to do things that 
would adversely affect their own 
political interests. . His influence 
sharply declined, along with his poll 
ratings, long before the sex scandal 
provided the coup de grace to his 
governorship. Spitzer resignation 
took effect on March 17, at noon, on 
Day 443 of a term that should have 
lasted 1461 days. That afternoon 

was David Paterson’s Day One. 
   His inaugural took place in 
the Assembly chamber, under 
the gavel of Sheldon Silver, the 
survivor. The elected Comptroller 
was long gone, replaced by a 20-
year Assemblyman chosen by his 
colleagues.. The governor was now 
politically departed, replaced by 
his choice two years ago, a 22-year 
State Senator. If any change were 
likely to take place, it appeared that 
it would be a move backwards on 
issues of reform and transparency. 
But the new governor spoke quite 
well, and was enthusiastically 
received by his peers, in part because 
he was not the old governor, who 
did not hide his contempt for the 
legislature, along with others with 
whom he disagreed.
   Apart from his inaugural 
remarks, which were well done 
and realistic, the highlight of Day 
One for Patterson turned out to be 
the afternoon press conference at 
which he, with his wife at his side, 
which is protocol for public events of 
this nature, confessed to infidelities 
seven years ago, which he said were 
mutual. He said he wanted to make 
full disclosure at this time, so he 
would not be subject to pressure or 
blackmail.

   This would be reasonable if he, 
in fact, had made full disclosure. If 
there were other women involved 
at other times, he would not only be 
an adulterer but a perjurer. Naturally 
the press set off to find other 
women, or other people who would 
claim that they were. 
   His campaign records were 
taken from the state website, and 
examined for irregularities. A 
few were found, and the 
governor immediately repaid the 
campaign, nothing much there so 
far. However, the hunt goes on, and 
the new Governor is fair game for a 
wolfpack of investigative reporters, 
each wanting to be the one that 
catches the fox. One cannot yet say 
that there is blood in the water, but 
there is no question that there are 
a lot of sharks circling the ship of 
state, looking for stowaways.
   The problem is that all this 
Marx Brothers activity - looking 
up and down hotel corridors to 
see if anyone is sneaking around 
- is an enormous distraction from 
state business. Samuel Johnson 
said “Nothing sharpens the mind 
so much as the knowledge that one 
is to be hanged in two weeks.” and 
we agree with the great essayist 
and lexicographer, the most quoted 
Englishman after Shakespeare, 
although he may have been 
surpassed by Winston Churchill, 
another genius. We observe, 
however, that one faces disaster, 
one’s priority is to save oneself, 
and whatever sharpness of mind 
can be generated is unlikely to be 
dissipated on public issues. Rule 
20 applies: “That’s why God made 
staff.”
   The great public attention given 
by the press to the new governor’s 
frolics are in part a result of the 
feeling that the same standards 
that applied to Governor Spitzer 
should apply to his running mate 
and successor. Although the new 
man has nowhere near the personal 
resources that his predecessor put in 
the pursuit of pleasure, he does have 
considerable influence in filling 
jobs, which could provide financial 
sustenance on the installment plan 
for those whose services were 
appreciated or whose silence is 
required. 
   What all of this leads to is a 
relative weakening of the governor’s 
position in dealing with the two 
heads of the legislature, whose 

tastes are somewhat different from 
the relatively young Democratic 
executives. Some people go for sex 
and some go for money, often go 
for both. 
   Both tastes are legitimate as long 
as they are pursued properly. But 
the lawmakers have an enormous 
advantage in that they define what 
is legal and what is not. Compared 
to the senior solons, the juniors are 
pikers. 
   How is the business of the deficit-
ridden recession-facing State of 
New York being conducted while 
its leaders are preoccupied with 
their own affairs? The legislature 
took off Easter Monday and Easter 
Tuesday (a new state holiday). They 
meet today, five days before the 
statutory deadline to act on the 
budget. Are the two houses and 
the new governor llikely to reach 
agreement in that time ? Highly 
unlikely.
   When Eliot Spitzer ran for 
governor in 2006, New York State’s 
legislature had been called the 
most dysfunctional in the nation 
by the Brennan Institute for Justice 
at NYU Law School. Today, the 
legislature is just as it was, under 
the same leadership. The executive 
branch, at least its top leadership, 
seems to have caught the virus of 
dysfunctionality. It comes from 
inappropriate behavior at the top, 
whether rage or love. It must be 
cured, because it diverts attention 
from the problems of a state 
facing severe economic and social 
challenges. But, as said in Latin, 
qui custodiet ipso custodies. Who 
will watch the watchmen?

Henry Stern is president of New 
York Civic (www.NYCivic.org) and 

a blogger on public issues. 
He was New York City’s Parks 
Commissioner for fifteen years 

under Mayors Koch and Giuliani.

New York Civic
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Weir Only Human

Like Klockwork

Legal Notices
Legal notices for publication in the  Westchester Times Tribune are accepted  for publication no later than Thursday for the following week’s edition.

WTTLegal@gmail.com

  He could smell the lilacs in the 
garden that surrounded the patio of 
his secure and comfortable world 
during a warm spring day back 
home. As the hammock swayed 
slowly in the gentle breeze, he 
caught a whiff of sizzling steak 
being prepared on a nearby 
barbecue pit. His beautiful wife, 
Carol, was a few feet away, relaxing 
on a lounge chair and reading a 
novel. Everything was perfect in 
his life and he was determined to 
keep it that way. He moved his 
aching torso slightly to one side on 
the dank and foul-smelling surface, 
trying to readjust his broken arms 
to a position that was less painful. 
Because he had been in darkness 
for so long, he had to consciously 
blink his eyes rapidly to know 
whether they were open or shut. 
He preferred the darkness; it was 
an invitation to sleep. Sleep was 

Weir Only Human: The Hero of Hanoi Hilton
By Bob Weir

his only escape from the horror that 
was slowly sucking the life out of 
him. The taste of gin and tonic was 
on his tongue just before the cell 
door was brusquely shoved aside, 
shattering his blissful reverie. 
   Seconds later, a heavy boot 
landed hard against his already 
fractured ribs. As his bloodstained 
pupils adjusted to the sudden light, 
he could see the uniformed soldier 
hovering over him, ordering him 
to stand, as the daily ritual began 
again. With all the strength he could 
muster, he endured the pain in his 
upper limbs and pushed his body 
to a semi-erect position in front of 
the sadistic guard. Again he was 
ordered to bow down to his captors 
and again he refused. Another brutal 
beating was administered; breaking 
bones, even as they were beginning 
to heal from recent torture. When 
the latest ordeal ended and the door 

of his solitary 
c o n f i n e m e n t 
slammed with a 
thud, he rolled 
his body to a 
fetal position and 
began another 
c h i m e r i c a l 
escape from the 
Hanoi Hilton.   
   Naval Aviator, John McCain‘s plane 
had been shot down by a surface to 
air missile over Hanoi in 1967 and 
the Lieutenant Commander became 
a POW for five and a half years 
during the Vietnam War. Although 
he was severely wounded after his 
capture, he was denied medical aid 
unless he provided useful military 
information to his captors. His 
refusal led to a continuous series of 
beatings and merciless torture that 
broke his bones in ways that will 
never heal. About nine months later, 

McCain’s father, 
an admiral, 
was named 
commander of 
all U.S. forces 
in the Vietnam 
Theater. Sensing 
a propaganda 
victory, North 
V i e t n a m e s e 

leaders gave McCain the chance 
to return home. After experiencing 
the inhumane treatment of himself 
and his fellow POW’s and realizing 
that his freedom would provide 
their enemies with a compassionate 
image, McCain refused the offer 
unless every man captured before 
him was also released.  
   Thus began a renewed series of 
beatings and torture that lasted until 
1973. Assuming that we could even 
imagine the suffering he was going 
through and put ourselves in his 

place, how many of us would have 
had the integrity and the courage 
to reject such an offer? This is a 
man who had his limbs broken 
repeatedly. He was bound with rope 
into painful positions for days at a 
time as he was bludgeoned every 
two hours. It was his indomitable 
spirit that earned him two years 
in solitary and more pain than 
the human body was designed to 
handle. Today, as a veteran senator 
and presidential candidate, McCain 
talks modestly of his ordeal, 
proudly proclaiming that his faith in 
God was the source of his strength. 
While we look at the issues that will 
influence our selection, let’s keep in 
mind that integrity tops the list of 
leadership traits and true heroes are 
a vanishing breed.  
   McCain has more than paid his 
dues when it comes to standing up 
for his country. He summed it up 

best during his first campaign for 
a congressional seat in Arizona in 
1982 when a columnist criticized 
him as a carpetbagger because 
he was new in the state: “Listen, 
pal. I spent 22 years in the Navy. 
My father was in the Navy. My 
grandfather was in the Navy. We in 
the military service tend to move a 
lot. We have to live in all parts of 
the country, all parts of the world. 
I wish I could have had the luxury, 
like you, of growing up and living 
and spending my entire life in a 
nice place like the First District 
of Arizona, but I was doing other 
things. As a matter of fact, when I 
think about it now, the place I lived 
longest in my life was Hanoi.”

Bob Weir is a contributing 
columnist to Yonkers Tribune 

and Westchester Times Tribune. 
BobWeir777@aol.com

   The following is offered to 
expand the information base of 
resolute landlubbers and as a 
primer for people contemplating 
their first ocean voyage. 
   One of the benefits of traveling 
in general and cruising in particular 
is the opportunity it provides to 
share experiences with fellow 
Cruiseniks. This is potentially, 
but not always, advantageous 
to everyone in the lingo loop. 
    Critical to participation in this 
happy hoo-ha is an understanding of 
the ‘Weebin/Yoobin’ phenomenon, 
and mastery of a speech pattern 
indigenous to luxurious living afloat. 
   First off, when informing others 
of the places one has visited in 
one’s earlier seagoing life, one 
is functioning as a ‘Weebin,’ 
as in the opening gambit: 
“Weebin on a world cruise,” or 
“Weebin to Paradise Island.”  
   Such statements reveal one’s 
rank on the traveling totem pole, 
ranging (as in the examples just 
cited) from the ultimate snow job to 

Weebins, Yoobins and Other Perils at Sea
By Joe Klock, Sr.

featherweight status in Weebinworld. 
(Hell, EVERYBODY’S 
been to the Bahamas!) 
   ‘Yoobin’ chatter, on the other hand, 
is always in the form of questions, 
such as “Yoobin on the QE2?” 
or “Yoobin around Cape Fear?” 
Such inquiries are cautious probes 
as to the listener’s experience, 
preceding ‘Weebin’ challenges.  
   Although this column has written 
disparagingly about them in the 
past, both Weebin and Yoobin 
behaviors are legitimate and useful 
ice-breakers, even on tropical 
voyages.       Our beef is with those 
misanthropes who: a) Employ either 
technique as a means of intimidating 
others who might not be as well-
traveled as are they, or, b) Come 
off as blowhards, egomaniacs, 
crashing bores, or all of the above. 
   Except when practicing such 
boorish parameters, both Weebins 
and Yoobins can contribute 
measurably and pleasurably to a 
successful voyage, and are always 
welcome aboard. It’s both amazing 

and delightful to 
discover how easy 
it is to find people 
with similar 
interests, though 
they be from 
remote places and 
even more remote 
b a c k g r o u n d s .  
   It’s also fun 
having temporary 
license to fib a 
little about who and what you are 
and where ‘yoobin’ to people who 
don’t know better, and whom you 
may contrive never to meet again. 
(Travel offers a rare opportunity 
to violate one of the “Top Ten”  
Commandments without risking 
eternal damnation or litigation.) 
   However, shipboard life has 
fewer hazards more terrifying than 
the predatory Weebin-Yoobins, 
who prey upon any innocent 
passenger with functional ears and 
no convenient avenue of escape.  
   These ruthless sadists, armed 
to the tongue with photographic 

memories of 
every trip they’ve 
taken beyond their 
home town limits, 
are prepared to 
launch non-breath 
travelogues at the 
drop of a chat  - 
i.e., during even 
a momentary 
pause in casual 
c o n v e r s a t i o n . 

   Again, an equitable exchange of 
information can be, and usually is, 
interesting to both parties, but these 
pirates of time offer terms of barter 
that would make the Manhattan 
Island deal look like an even swap. 
   Also, they are no more interested in 
your past itineraries than you would 
be in a comprehensive report on 
their recent proctological procedure. 
   The most reliable protection 
against these deadly marauders, 
since they can’t be identified at 
first sight, is to avoid all mention 
of travel when chatting with newly-
met shipmates. Even children, 

grandchildren, religion, politics, 
sex, and Michael Moore are safer 
subjects, especially if you’re 
well-equipped with defensive 
ammunition in these  areas. 
   Once attacked, your only options 
are physical flight or a faked 
fainting spell; the more rabid 
Weebin-Yoobins are impervious to 
interruption and have impenetrable 
shields against rudeness. 
   In a related area, proper cruise-
ship conversation demands skill 
in the “Talk ‘n Chuckle” method 
of communication, a form of 
social intercourse encountered not 
only on the high seas, but also the 
greenswards of suburban country 
clubs, and at charity galas.     This 
form of mindless chit-chat mandates 
that each statement and reply be 
followed by a short giggle, the 
reason for which is unknown, but the 
necessity of which is unquestionable. 
   It works like so: “A” speaks and 
chuckles, “B” responds and chuckles, 
and all other participants in or 
auditors of the conversation giggle 

smultaneously (there is absolutely 
no necessity that the speeches 
be even marginally amusing). 
   The foregoing guidelines, 
by the way, are offered by one 
who genuinely likes the cruise-
ship lifestyle and has made a 
number of fast friends therein. 
Admittedly, though, in order to 
provide at least one safe retreat, 
he and his stateroom mate specify 
a table for two at dinner time. 
   By the way, weebin to Africa, 
Alaska, Hawaii, Rio, Scandinavia, 
the Greek Isles and Citiveccia 
(pronounce carefully!). Yoobin 
there?
 

Freelance wordworker Joe Klock, 
Sr. (joeklock@aol.com) is a 

winter Floridian who summers 
in New Hampshire. More of his 
“Klockwork,” can be found at 

www.joeklock.com.

  A quick overview: Mayor Amicone 
has been in office for the last 12 
years; the last four years as mayor. 
Superintendent Pierorazio has been 
in the district almost 35 years; 
the last six years in the Board of 
Education (BoE) 
Central Office 
in the capacity 
of deputy 
superintendent, 
and the last 
3 years as 
superintendent.
   The fiscal year for Yonkers and 
the Yonkers Public Schools (YPS) 
is the same. It starts on July 1, and 
ends on June 30, of the following 
year. The Yonkers Public Schools 
is primarily dependent on state and 
city funds. 
   Pierorazio (big secret) reports 
to the mayor. The mayor has his 
own CFO/Finance Commissioner. 
Pierorazio has his own, who is new, 
and from out of town.
   So it seems that neither Pierorazio 
or the Commissioner of Finance 
told Amicone from July 2007 
forward that a major deficit was 
looming on the fiscal horizon for 
the FY 2008/2009. I doubt it! 
Meanwhile, the mayor is going to 
Albany weekly; sometimes with 
Pierorazio. Also, both the city and 
Yonkers Board of Education have 
lobbyists in Albany.
   The election for mayor took 
place in November 2007. Were 
things simply so rosy back then 
in November? Wasn’t anyone 
reading the newspapers? Was 
the development that has not yet 
happened supposed to pay some 
kind of “fantom tax” up front? 
Hardly! Abatement, tax exemption, 
etc., are going out; but nothing is 
coming into the city.
   So all of a sudden, it’s March 
2008; two weeks before the NYS 
Budget is due and Yonkers has a 
$50 million budget gap. $27 million 
on the city side; $22 million on  

Fiscal Crisis to Bring 
About Racino High 

School in the Forbidden 
City

By Vox Populi

the BoE side.
Here’s how you may want to look 
at it:
   The Yonkers BoE $22 million 
deficit is about or even less than 
the state usually “shorts” the 

Yonkers BoE. 
Albany deficit 
or not, the state 
owes Yonkers – 
especially since 
it very quickly 
gave the Yonkers 
Racino $26 

million. OK, so let’s name the next 
new high school… Racino High. 
The $22 million should not ever 
be an issue with all the wonderful 
press and work of the Yonkers BoE 
in managing its affairs!
And now suggestions on how to 
reduce the $27 million deficit on the 
city side:
1) Weed out “over time,” tallying 
$3 million;
2) A simple house cleaning can 
reduce costs by $3 million. This 
would be culled from the 30 to 40 
people presently on staff, including 
Spencer holdovers, Amicone 
deadweights, Spano hires, and all 
newly hired Amicone friends;
3) General departmental trimming 
will easily save $1 million, more;
4) Albany rollover gimmicks could 
be reduced by $5 million; 
5) Albany aid by $10 million; and 
6)  New tax increases by $5 
million.
Total savings $27 million. Did 
anyone mention there was a budget 
deficit? Where? 
   The culture of secrecy has to 
stop. Both the city and the BoE 
are all smiles but operate like 
the “Forbidden City.” You know 
they are there; but there is no 
transparency.
   The BoE figure is pretty standard. 
But on the city side, where did this 
huge hole come from?

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- One 
of the last black string bands in 
America, and the only string band 
based in New York City, The Ebony 
Hillbillies will be performing at the 
Walkabout Clearwater Coffeehouse 
on Saturday, April 12, 2008.  
Tickets for this eclectic evening of 
music, featuring everything from 
ballads and bluegrass to the blues, 
are $17.50 in advance via www.
brownpapertickets.com (type in 
“Walkabout”), $20 at the door, and 
$10 at both locations for children 6-
11, with “lap sitters” free. 
   Consisting of fiddle, banjo, 
washboard and bass fiddle, The 
Ebony Hillbillies have successfully 
created a following that has crossed 
over to audiences in pop, country, 
bluegrass, folk, jazz and beyond 
while maintaining their grassroots 
credibility. 
   Perhaps most well-known to 
millions of New York City’s subway 
commuters, The Ebony Hillbillies 

The Ebony Hillbillies Bring String Band Music to the 
Walkabout Clearwater Coffeehouse

perform underground two mornings 
a week near the Times Square 
Shuttle (the S train) as part of the 
Music Under New York program. 
In that location, their music reaches 
literally tens of thousands of subway 
riders daily as they rush from one 
train to another.
   The band plays rocking, rollicking 
dance music as well as ballads, love 
songs and the blues. Their 19th 
century string band sound was 
popular in the 1920’s and 1930’s 
and was a key element in the genesis 
of jazz and virtually everything 
that came after (blues, bluegrass, 
rockabilly, rock & roll, and more). 
The Ebony Hillbillies’ own CDs, 
Sabrina’s Holiday, EH Sessions 
Vol.1 & 2, and I Thought You Knew, 
provide a great introduction to a 
largely forgotten cultural legacy. 
Tony Thomas of the Association 
of Black Traditional String 
Players, Inc., has proclaimed them 
“the premiere black string band  

in America.” 
   Together since 1999, The 
Ebony Hillbillies have wandered 
the United States and the world, 
collecting songs and holding on to 
a vision they think is unique. They 
invite you to dance, or simply to 
listen, without having to rush for a 
crowded train.
   The coffeehouse is located at 
the Memorial United Methodist 

Church, 250 Bryant Avenue, White 
Plains. There is open seating and 
the concert begins at 7:30 p.m. The 
doors open at 6:45 p.m. when an 
informal audience songfest gets the 
evening off to a musical start. 

For more information, call (914) 
242-0374 or check out 

www.WalkaboutClearwater.org.

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- The 
final performance in the Music at 
Memorial series will be the Tokarz 
All-Stars presenting “Jazz for a 
Sunday Afternoon” on April 6, 
2008.  
   Charlie Tokarz (sax, flute, 
clarinet), Carlton Maaia II (piano, 
keyboards), Pete Falbo (bass), John 
Hilton (guitar and steel drums), 
and others will entertain with an 
afternoon of standards, jazz tunes, 
and a few new classics. Tickets are 
$20, and may be purchased at the 
door, by calling 914-949-2146, or 
visiting the church office. 
   “Music at Memorial” is sponsored 
by Memorial under the leadership 
of Maaia and the church’s Worship 
& Arts Journey Group.  
    Memorial UMC is a “world 
house” congregation dedicated 
to the pursuit of peace and social 
justice, with a strong emphasis on 
the role of interfaith relationships, 
and in the belief everyone has a 
place at God’s table. Memorial’s 
congregation strives to welcome 
and respect persons of every 

Jazz for a Sunday Afternoon

race, ethnicity, national origin, 
physical or mental ability, gender, 
family status, sexual identity and 
orientation, age, theology, and 
economic circumstance. The pastor 
is Rev. Joseph Agne. 
    Memorial is located at 250 Bryant 
Avenue between North Street and 
Mamaroneck Avenue in White 
Plains. Directions and more details 

about our programs can be found at 
www.memorialmethodist.org. 
   The parking lot entrance is on the 
left side of the church; parking is in 
the rear.

Charlie TokarzCarlton Maaia II
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INSTANT GRATIFICATION
SAVE UP TO 40% ON

CAR INSURANCE RIGHT NOW

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company  

PO60142  04/06

Like a good neighbor, State Farm iS there.®

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

Call my office 24/7.

Why wait  to  save  money?  Cal l  me any t ime day or 
night  for  a  f ree  quote  or  to  purchase  car  insurance.

Corey A Anthony Agcy Inc
Corey Anthony, Agent
Mount Vernon, NY 10552-2117
Bus: 914-665-9433

The Fine Print
By Lisa Fine 

Yonkers Dances Downtown

L to R: Michael and Rachel Berman of Riverdale and Steve Sansone and Kathryn Buckley of Yonkers. Photos courtesy of John Vecchiolla

RYE, NY -- Authors Annabel 
Monaghan and Elisabeth Wolfe, 
who live in Rye, NY, wrote the 
newly released book titled Click!: 
The Girl’s Guide 
to Knowing 
What You Want 
and Making It 
Happen, a guide 
that helps teen 
girls zero in on 
who they are 
and what they 
want in a fun 
and effective 
way. Click! 
teaches girls to 
use the power of 
positive thought 
and visualization 
to recognize and 
realize goals. 
   The “in” group, 
dating, grades, and gossip. These 
are just a few of the things teen girls 
deal with on a daily basis. The drive 
to be popular is practically eternal 
and can get in the way of what a 
girl actually wants to do with her 
life now - and even as an adult. 

Click!
The Girl’s Guide to Knowing What You Want 

and Making It Happen
   Annabel and Elisabeth will be 
making two appearances in Rye in 
April. On Monday April 7, 2008, 
they will give a presentation at 

the School of the 
Holy Child in 
Rye to middle 
and high school 
girls. School of 
the Holy Child, 
2225 Westchester 
Ave. Rye, NY 
10580. Phone: 
9 1 4 - 9 6 7 - 5 6 2 2 
Website: www.
h o l y c h i l d r y e .
org. Time: To 
be announced. 
    On Wednesday 
April 9, 2008, 
Annabel and 
Elisabeth will 
be leading a 

workshop for teenage girls to help 
them turn their energy around at 
The Rye Free Reading Room, 
1061 Boston Post Road Rye, NY 
10580. Phone: 914-967-0480 
Website: www.ryelibrary.org.  
Time: 7:30 pm.

on missions so secret, he often 
had to remain incommunicado 
from everyone, including her.  The 
Warrior is an urgent exploration of 
the daily feelings a mother endures 
while her child is away at war, as she 
says goodbye to him, misses him 
and prays for him.  It also addresses 
a family’s struggle to overcome 
ideological differences in the face 
of a greater cause—for although 
Richey does not support the war in 
Iraq, she knows she must accept the 
choices her son has made.   
   The finely crafted, stringently 
beautiful and relentlessly heartfelt 
poems in The Warrior are both 
accessible and of a very high artistic 
order.  Primarily confessional in 
nature, each seems to have its own 
desire for a certain form, for a certain 
break in the lines.  Themes emerge:  
the mother’s desire to protect 
her children; the child’s desire to 
protect his parents; the role secrets 

The Warrior: A Mother’s Story of a Son at War
play in close relationships; and the 
ultimate realization that we are 
never safe.  Perhaps 
what is most evident 
in these blunt, hard, 
often tough poems 
is Richey’s fierce 
dedication to seeing 
what is around her.   
The poems are born 
of necessity; they 
are for her a way of 
bridging the distance 
between herself and 
her son, of bearing 
witness to the act of 
waiting and to the 
life that her son was 
living with all of its 
dangers and mysteries. 
   A two-page spread in the November 
issue of O, The Oprah Magazine 
was devoted to poems from The 
Warrior; and Richey’s work was 
published in the Lives column of 

The New York Times Magazine and 
Nicholas Kristof’s New York Times 

column on Iraq war 
poetry, where he 
said, “more than 500 
poems poured in, 
and one that moved 
me most was from 
Frances Richey of 
New York.”
   Whether for or 
against the war in 
Iraq, all will want to 
read The Warrior for 
its piercing insight 
into a world we 
might not know, but 
a world that without 
question touches 

all of their lives.  And it will bring 
comfort to those who have waited 
for loved ones and are waiting now.  
Every soldier should have someone 
writing poems for them like these.   
   Frances Richey grew up in 

Charleston, West Virginia, and is 
a graduate of the University of 
Kentucky.   After working in the 
business world for almost two 
decades, she left to teach yoga 
and write.  She is the author of 
one previous collection of poetry, 
The Burning Point, which won the 
White Pine Press Poetry Prize and 
was released in 2004.  She lives in 
New York City.  
Tour Dates and Cities Within Our 
Proximity for Frances Richey: 
West Point, NY  United States 
Military Academy at West Point, 
9a.m.; April 15, 2008
New York, NY   Barnes & 
Noble / Upper West Side, 7p.m.;  
April 16, 2008

The Warrior: A Mother’s Story of 
a Son at War by Frances Richey, 

Viking, $21.95. 
www.francesrichey.com.

Moving? “Clean Out” Service
Retrovato Consignments in 
Peekskill also offers home, office 
and estate clean-out services for 
individuals, realtors, real estate 
attorneys and executors. They will 
remove all of the contents from 
the property (apartment, house, 
garage, storage shed, office, etc) 
and make arrangements for selling, 
consigning or disposing of all of 
the items. The premise will be left 
empty and clean for inspection. 
Info: 914 734-2750. 

April 21-27, 2008 is Turn-Off 
MEDIA Week
The Center for SCREEN-TIME 
Awareness provides information 
for people to be healthier by taking 
control of the electronic media in 
their lives, not allowing it to control 
them. The Center has launched ‘A 
Lifestyle for the 21st Century’, a 
campaign to reduce electronic and 
media screen-time and encourage 
real experiences with real people 
in real time. Info: www.screentime.
org. 

Wags and Whiskers Walk
On Saturday April 26, the SPCA of 
Westchester will once again host the 
Wags & Whiskers Walk-a-thon and 
Pet Fair at FDR Park in Yorktown. 

Their goal is to raise $65,000 to 
help fund the SPCA’s life saving 
animal rescue programs. In addition 
to the 3-mile walk-a-thon around 
FDR Park, the Pet Fair will features 
games for dogs, crafts for children, 
demonstrations, shopping in the 
Vendor Village, food, music and 
more! Info: 914 941-2896 x 12. 

To submit information for
The Fine Print, 

please send emails to
TheFinePrintNY@verizon.net,

call 914 243-9761, 
or visit the 

www.LisaFineCommunications.
com Website. 

Lisa Fine is owner of LF 
Communications, Inc. some of 

whose clients may be mentioned 
on occasion. 

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- 
Candida Canfield , innovator of 
Westchester’s first gourmet take-
out dinner service with delivery to 
the customer’s home or arriving 
train, will be the featured speaker at 
SCORE’s free seminar on “Starting 
and Operating a Small Business” on 
Tuesday, April 15, 2008 from 6:00 
pm to 8:00 pm at the auditorium of 
the White Plains Public Library on 
Martine Avenue.
   Ms. Canfield will discuss how she 
recognized the need for high quality 
ready-to- eat dinners delivered to 
the customer here in Westchester, 
enlisted the services of Executive 
Chef Amy Bach, formerly with 
Abigail Kirsch Culinary Productions 
and most recently a Chef/Instructor 
at MacMenamin’s Grill and Chef 
Works, to design and prepare 20 
different seasonal selections and 
weekly specials, and launched her 
unique catering venture one year 
ago that now serves nearly 130 
customers.
   The seminar will also include 
presentations on “What to Consider 
before Starting a Small Business,” 

Dinner in Hand Creator 
Speaker at SCORE Seminar

“How to Market Your Product or 
Service,” “and Where to Obtain 
Financing.”
   No pre-registration is required. 
Seating will begin at 5:30 pm.
   Dinner in Hand allows a client to 
choose dinners the same morning 
or as much as one week in advance. 
Gourmands, vegetarians and those 
with special dietary needs can select 
dinners that meet their individual 
needs. The menus feature organic 
hormone-free chicken, seasonal 
produce and homemade stocks and 
sauces. All Dinner in Hand meals 
are low in sodium. 400 calorie 
or less dinner choices are also 
available.

SCORE, known as “Counselors 
to America’s Small Business,” are 
located at 120 Bloomingdale Rd., 

White Plains, NY 10605. 

For more information, telephone 
914-948-3907, 
direct email to

 scoreinfo@scorewestchester.com, 
or visit

 www.scorewestchester.com.

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- As part 
of an ongoing program to restore 
building façades in the central 
business district of downtown 
New Rochelle, The Community 
Preservation Corporation (CPC) 
recently closed on two façade 
loans totaling $114,695 for two 
properties. 
   CPC is providing $79,695 for a 
property at 398 North Avenue just 
outside the New Rochelle Business 
Improvement District (BID) area. 
The property, which was built 
in 1922, is a two-story 9,000-
square-foot commercial building 
with seven stores and two offices. 
Improvements are to include 
replacement of all windows, a 
new front entrance door, pointing 
and steam cleaning of the entire 
exterior, and new exterior lighting 
and security cameras.   
   Another CPC loan in the amount 
of $35,000 was used to restore the 
façade of a Mexican restaurant at 
581 Main Street. Built in 1896, the 
building includes the 2,200-square-

CPC Loans Revive 
Building Façades 
in New Rochelle

foot restaurant and 2,000 square 
feet of residential space. 
   The façade improvement program, 
which was developed by CPC for 
the New Rochelle BID, provides 
property owners with loans of 
a maximum of $100,000 at an 
interest rate of three percent over 
a ten-year term. The program has 
made a significant impact on the 
revitalization of downtown New 
Rochelle with the restoration of 
historic façades of key downtown 
properties including The Curtain 
Shop, Diamond Glass, and Talner’s 
Jewelers.  
   “CPC is pleased to continue its 
partnership with the New Rochelle 
BID in helping to restore these 
important and historic downtown 
buildings. New Rochelle is 
enjoying an unprecedented revival 
in its central business district. We’re 
proud to play a role in this ongoing 
success story with our façade 
improvement program,” said Sadie 
McKeown, Regional Director of 
CPC’s Hudson Valley office. 

   The Community Preservation 
Corporation is a not-for-profit 
mortgage lender that finances 
residential multi-family 
development throughout New 
York, New Jersey and Connecticut. 
Since its founding in 1974, CPC 

has invested more than $6 billion in 
more than 144,000 units of housing 
in New York and New Jersey. 

http://www.holychildrye.org
http://www.holychildrye.org
http://www.holychildrye.org
http://www.ryelibrary.org
http://www.francesrichey.com
http://www.screentime.org
http://www.screentime.org
mailto:TheFinePrintNY@verizon.net
http://www.LisaFineCommunications.com
http://www.LisaFineCommunications.com
mailto:scoreinfo@scorewestchester.com
http://www.scorewestchester.com/
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WHITE PLAINS, NY -- Deborah 
Brenner, proprietor of Women 
of the Vine Cellars and author of 
“Women of the Vine,” will discuss 
the emergence of the new industry 
category of female vintners at 
an upcoming wine-tasting event 
sponsored by the Alliance of 
Hudson Valley Women Business 
Owners. The event will take place 
on Wednesday, April 16, from 5:30 
to 7:30 pm in the Main Drawing 
Room at White Plains Center of 
Compassion at Good Counsel 
Campus, 52 North Broadway, 
White Plains. 
   Attendees will have the 

Women of the 
Vine Cellars

opportunity to taste and learn about 
fine wines produced by Women of 
the Vine Cellars, as well as other 
varieties, produced by winemakers 
in the Hudson Valley. Compatible 
cheeses and wine accompaniments 
will be provided courtesy of Dinner 
in Hand, a local, woman-owned 
business offering prepared dinners 
delivered to your door. 
   Cost including wines and 
refreshments is $45 for Alliance 
members, $50 for non-members, 
and $55 for walk-ins. 

To register, call 914-948-6098, 
ext.10. 

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- The 
Queen City’s ongoing renaissance 
will be beautifully illustrated this 
spring in yet another stunning 
visual: the blooming of thousands 
of golden daffodils in lush masses 
at monuments, parks, schools and 
other public places.  
   This impressive “Daffodil 
Festival” planting project, begun 
last fall, was undertaken by 
the New Rochelle Chamber of 
Commerce’s Community Fund 
for Civic Beautification (CFCB). 
In recognition of this ambitious 
project’s successful launch, the 
CFCB will host a celebration on 
Tuesday, April 8 at 5:30 p.m. in the 
Rotunda at City Hall, 515 North 
Avenue.  
   The Rotunda is a particularly 
appropriate venue for this event 
since 1,200 bulbs were planted 
in November, 2007 along the 
front walk leading to City Hall. 
A total of 6,500 daffodil bulbs 
were planted in the most visible 
areas of New Rochelle: on North 
Avenue, in addition to City Hall 
at the Jacob Leisler statue, at the 
Huguenot Children’s Library, Jack’s 
Friendship Garden playground, 
New Rochelle City Court, and 
the Transportation Center; on 
Memorial Highway near the Sound 
Shore Medical Center; and at the 
New Rochelle Public Library. 
Local schools also participated in 
the fall planting, including Iona 
College, the Ursuline School, 
Iona Prep and Iona Grammar, 
and Thornton-Donovan School. 

CFCB Celebrates the Launching of Daffodil Festival 
By Joanne Bartoli

In November 2007, Lieb’s Nursery employees 
planted 1,600 daffodil bulbs in the gardens 

in front of City Hall, which will bloom in the 
coming weeks.

Additionally, Monroe College has 
planted daffodils in their hanging 
baskets on Main Street and in the 
BID planters throughout downtown 
New Rochelle. 
   “The Daffodil Festival will be a 
magnificent visual reminder, not 
only of the renaissance of spring, 
but also of the renaissance of 
New Rochelle,” said CFCB board 
member and Daffodil Festival 
Coordinator Joanne Bartoli, former 
president of the Garden Club of 
New Rochelle. “It is a wonderful 
opportunity to unite all segments 
and areas of the City in a community 
effort to make the Queen City of the 
Sound more beautiful.” 
   This year’s Daffodil Festival 
will recognize the labors of the 
participating volunteers who planted 
the daffodils: Lieb’s Nursery, 
Coopers Corner, Mario Bulfamante 
and Sons, Anthony Bulfamante and 
Son, and the New Rochelle Garden 
Club, along with the City of New 
Rochelle Department of Parks and 
Recreation. Also to be applauded is 
the Confederation of Neighborhood 
Associations, representing the 
city-wide beautification efforts 
which transpire all year-round.  
Several neighborhood associations 
participated in this year’s festival by 
doing their own daffodil plantings 
last fall, and it is believed that many 
other neighborhood groups will join 
in as the Daffodil Festival continues 
to expand. 
Denise Lally, Executive Director of 
the Chamber of Commerce, noted 
that the CFCB was created with 

the entire New Rochelle 
community in mind. “We 
encourage residents and 
businesses, institutions 
and organizations of all 
kinds to lend us their 
creativity, participation 
and pride,” she said. 
   With community 
support the CFCB hopes 
to make the Daffodil 
Festival bigger and better 
with each succeeding 
spring.   To that end the 
organization is running 
a bulb sales program, 
both as a fundraiser 
and to encourage 
residents businesses and 
organizations to plant 
daffodils on their own 
property.
   With “beautification” as the 
inspiration for the Festival, the 
CFCB will also announce  the 
implementation of an innovative 
Xeriscape initiative on the Palmer 
Avenue median. Attractive and 
sustainable, Xeriscape landscapes 
conserve water, protect the 
environment, do not use fertilizer or 
pesticides and require less upkeep. 
Originally conceived for drought 
afflicted areas, the principles 
of Xeriscape have increasingly 
important appeal with water now 
considered a limited resource and 
the maintenance of public properties 
ever more challenging. 
   This innovative project was 
developed through a partnership 
endeavor including United

Water of New Rochelle, United 
Water Corporate Division, the New 
Rochelle Chamber of
Commerce’s Community Fund for 
Civic Beautification and the City of 
New Rochelle.
It will create not only an identity for 
the city’s entranceways, but also a 
powerful educational opportunity 
for schools and community 
and an inclusion of public art 
enhancements. 
   The Daffodil Festival celebration 
will offer light refreshments 
and music provided by the New 
Rochelle Council for the Arts. 
For more information, contact the 

Chamber of Commerce of New 
Rochelle at (914) 632-5700 or 

Joanne Bartoli at (914) 632-5411.  

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- The 
New Rochelle Art Association is 
joining forces with the Community 
Fund for Civic Beautification and 
the New Rochelle Council on the 
Arts to celebrate the color yellow 
and the blooming of 6000 daffodils 
planted around the city. New 
Rochelle Art Association members 
were invited to submit paintings 
inspired by the color yellow. There 
will be an eclectic mix presented 
with watercolors, photographs and 
even a sculpture or two inspired by 
the color. The show will run from 
Saturday, April 8th through Friday, 
April 25th. The public is invited 
to attend a reception at the Lumen 
Winter Gallery at the New Rochelle 
Public Library on Sunday, April 
13th, 2008 between 5:15 – 7pm. 
Expect to see plenty of yellow food 
and décor!  
   New Rochelle Art Association 
President, Jesse Sanchez says, “It’s 
a great privilege to partner with 
the NRCA and to hold a theme 
show which challenges our artists 
to think outside their paint boxes 
and create artwork that is both fun 
and meaningful. I hope our event 
inspires others to be creative and 
ambitious in their efforts to involve 
themselves in their communities.” 

New Rochelle Art Association 
Paints the Town Yellow

Jesse Sanchez - “City Nights - Yellow Sky”

Theresa Beyer - “I’m just mad about Saffron”

   Artist Theresa Beyer took her 
inspiration from lines from songs 
and poems. One of her paintings 
depicts tubes of various shades of 
yellow watercolor paints and is 
titled, “I’m just mad about Saffron.” 
She says, “We haven’t done a 
themed show at the Art Association 
in a while. I really had a lot of fun 
with this show. I tend to paint pretty 
little landscapes, I enjoyed being 
stretched a little.” 
   The New Rochelle Art Association 
was founded in 1912 when a number 
of artists living in the city met 
together informally in the studio of 
Alta West Salisbury and organized 
the group. In 1914 the NRAA 
sponsored its first annual juried 
show to celebrate the opening of the 
new city library. Some of the noted 
participants in that show of 140 
entries included: sculptor Robert 
Aitkin, painters G.Glenn Newell, 
Remington Schuyler, A.G. Heaton, 
and illustrators Norman Rockwell, 
Joseph P. Leyendecker, and Victor 
Forsythe.  
   The New Rochelle Art Association 
has four shows a year at the Lumen 
Winter Gallery (named after a 
former association president) and 
occasional shows in other venues.

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- Wal-
Mart Stores, Inc. is supporting the 
Renaissance Theatre Academy, an 
educational, professional youth 
theatre training program produced 
by the White Plains Performing 
Arts Center, with a sponsorship of 
$40,000.
   The announcement came during 
a ceremonial check presentation 
on March 25 at the theatre, which 
was attended by Jack W. Batman, 
Executive Producer of the White 
Plains Performing Arts Center; 
representatives from WPPAC, Wal-
Mart and the White Plains store; 
children of the Theatre Academy 
and Joseph M. Delfino, Mayor of 
the City of White Plains.  
   Wal-Mart will also provide school 
items for students of the theater 
throughout the year.
   For the second year in a row 
Wal-Mart is supporting the Theater 
Academy with a major donation. 
Last year’s donation of $30,000 
enabled the Academy to initiate their 
premiere season and to produce two 
productions: You’re a Good Man, 
Charlie Brown and Pippin.  In 2007, 
Wal-Mart’s philanthropic efforts in 
the State of New York totaled more 
than $10.4 million.  Nationally the 
Foundation gave $296 million in 
2007 to benefit more than 4,000 
U.S. communities.
   “Wal-Mart is proud to 
continue our relationship with the 
Theatre Academy,” said Steve V. 
Restivo, Director of Corporate 
Affairs – Northeast Region.  
“This Academy has grown to 
become one of the premier theatre 
training programs in the region 
and offers cultural enrichment 
and educational value to children 
throughout White Plains and the 
surrounding area.”
   The White Plains Performing 

Wal Mart Donates $40,000 to Renaissance 
Theatre Academy

White Plains Performing Arts Center’s Summer Youth Training Program 
to Celebrate Second Year

Pictured from L to R : Bruce Robert Harris, Associate Producer - 
WPPAC, Paul Carney, White Plains store manager, Mayor Joseph M. 

Delfino, Jack W. Batman, Executive Producer – White Plains Performing 
Arts Center, and students: Jenny De Jesus - age 12, Melqwuan Holcomb-

18, Noel Holcomb-7.   For the second year in a row Wal-Mart has 
supported the Academy with a major donation.  

Photo courtesy of Stas Kmiec. 

Arts Center’s summer professional 
theatre training program for 
children ages 7-17 will be held 
June 30 through August 16, 2008. 
The Renaissance Theatre Academy 
offers 3-week sessions taught by 
experienced theatre teaching artists, 
each session ending with a fully-
staged production of a Broadway 
musical.  
   This summer’s musicals are 
Footloose, Disney’s Mulan, Jr., and 
Willy Wonka, Jr. Previews of these 
performances are scheduled to take 
place in the White Plains Wal-Mart 
store in June and July. 
   “We are deeply gratified that Wal-
Mart Stores, Inc. is again supporting 
our efforts to bring professional 
theatre training to the children of 
Westchester,” said Jack W. Batman, 
Executive Producer of the White 
Plains Performing Arts Center. “The 
Renaissance Theatre Academy is 
the first program we instituted 
here at the theatre and we are 
dedicated to serving the community 
by offering professional, high-
level educational opportunities to 
Westchester families, both in the 
summer and in our year-round 
classes, workshops and seminars. 
The White Plains Performing Arts 
Center is extremely honored to 
partner with Wal-Mart.”   
   The Renaissance Theatre 
Academy’s daily classes include 
voice, acting, dance, technical 
stagecraft and production, along 
with team-building activities, theatre 
games, and master classes and 
seminars with Broadway, television 
and film professionals. All classes 
are taught by experienced theatre 

teaching artists. The Renaissance 
Theatre Academy provides a 
noncompetitive, nurturing and fun 
environment to enhance a child’s 
knowledge and skills in theatre 
arts and offers a junior company 
for children 7 – 13 and a senior 
company for 13-17 year olds. 
Sessions are held Monday through 
Friday. 
   The Renaissance Theatre Academy 
is under the direction of Toni Rubio.  
Ms. Rubio, a White Plains native, 
has been a working teaching artist 
for the past 20 years, developing 
arts-in-education curriculums and 
residencies according to the NYS 
Standards of Learning for teachers 

and students grades K-12, after-
school centers, community youth 
organizations, summer camps and 
professional development.  She 
holds a theatre degree from Boston 
College and a certificate of training 
from the Circle in the Square 
Theatre School in New York City.   
   The White Plains Performing 
Arts Center is a professional, not-
for-profit theatre company that 
brings innovative and eclectic 
entertainment and classic Broadway 
musicals to the heart of Westchester 
County. Learn more by visiting the  

www.wppac.com Website.  

White Plains Wal-Mart Donates Toys to 
Maria Fareri Children’s Hospital

 Assorted Toys Help Put Smile on Face of Dozens of Children 
Receiving Serious Medical Treatment

Pictured from Left:  Tricia Hiller, Director of Child Life and Creative Arts 
Therapy, Child Life Specialist Ingrid Street, Yafah Hampton, Co-Manager 

-White Plains Wal-Mart, Patient in wagon is 6 y/o Daniel Barnes of 
Yonkers, and Music Therapist Evelyn Potter.  

(Photo courtesy of Stas’ Kmiec’)

VALHALLA, NY -- Associates 
from the White Plains Wal-Mart 
dropped off almost 100 toys 
to children receiving medical 
treatment at the Maria Fareri 
Children’s Hospital at Westchester 
Medical Center.
   “It’s so gratifying to be able to 
help put a smile on the faces of 
these children as they go through 
their important treatment,” said 
Yafah Hampton, co-manager of the 
White Plains store.  “Wal-Mart is 
committed to being a member of 
the community through donations 
like this one to the Maria Fareri 
Children’s Hospital and to others 
critical organizations.”
   As the leader in pediatric care 
and an advocate for children’s 
health, Maria Fareri Children’s 
Hospital at Westchester Medical 
Center is the only all-specialty 
children’s hospital in the Hudson 
Valley region and Fairfield County, 
Connecticut.
   In 2007, Maria Fareri Children’s 
Hospital was one of 160 Children’s 
Miracle Network hospitals which 
benefited from $10 million raised 

by Wal-Mart and Sam’s Club 
associates nationwide with more 
than $30,000 raised in Westchester 
County and the Hudson Valley.
   “Wal-Mart Stores continues to be 

a wonderful neighbor and generous 
supporter of Maria Fareri Children’s 
Hospital and we appreciate all 
that they do to help children 

see White Plains Pg. 6

http://www.wppac.com/
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WANTED “HOUSES TO SELL”
Inviting ALL Home Owners who are considering selling

PLEASE CALL OR VISIT US FOR A FREE MARKET 
VALUE ON YOUR PROPERTY  

WE HAVE LOTS OF QUALIFIED BUYERS  
LOOKING TO BUY NOW  

37 W. Grand Street Mt Vernon (914) 664-0900 
Ask about our spring commission discount 

Sonia Morris Norine Wilson-Henry 
Broker  Manager 

Now Hiring Agents, 
Experienced & Bilingual. 

Will Train! 

      
      Norma Carridice 

          Greg Hardy 

         
       Yvonne Wright 

       Alma B. Black 

    Monica Williamson 

Patrick Thomas 

Esther Sakutombo 

      Linda Calhoun

      Sonia Hamilton 

Grand Homes Realty, Inc.
·37 West Grand Street ·

·Fleetwood, Mt. Vernon, NY 10552·
·Business (914) 664-0900 ·

·Fax (914) 664-6344·
·www.grandhomesrealtyny.com·

For a Private Viewing, 
Call One of Our Experienced Agents 

MT. VERNON WEST 
Brand New 2-Family 4BR/4BR 

2 Jacuzzis in each unit – 
Walk-out Bsmt with full bath 

MT. VERNON EAST CONDOS 
Town-House Style Brand New 

3BR/2Full Bth/2 half Bth. LR/FPL 
FDR, Finished bsmt, gar. Balcony 

MT. VERNON NORTH 
Legal 3-Family,3BR/2BR/Studio
new driveway, new boiler, new 

roof, 2 car garage, large 
backyard.

BRONX RIVER ROAD/ 
BRONXVILLE BORDER 

2BR/2Bath 
LARGE TERRACE 
Parking Included 

MT.VERNON WEST 
Legal 2-Family 

Brick-great layout, Fin. basement 
3BR/2BR/fin bsmt Hardwood Floor 

Long D/way, 2-Car garage 

MT. VERNON 
Newly renovated 2-fam 

Hardwood floors 
TRUE GEM 

MT. VERNON NORTH
Affordable 

2 Family Colonial 
3BR/2BR Long Driveway 

Huge-manicured yard 

MT. VERNON
Affordable 

Multi-fam 2BR/3BR 
Great for investment 

BRONX/MT. VERNON BORDER 
Multi-Fam 3BR/3BR 

Semi-detached Close to everything
Great investment 

·An Exceptional Brand of Professionalism and Exclusive 
Services Just for You·

in Westchester County and in the 
Hudson Valley,” said Tricia Hiller, 
Director of Child Life and Creative 
Arts Therapy at Maria Fareri 
Children’s Hospital at Westchester 
Medical Center.  “These toys will 
go a long way toward helping our 
children get through what can often 
be a very difficult time for them.” 

White Plains Wal-Mart Donates Toys to 
Maria Fareri Children’s Hospital

   A “Renew North Avenue” plan 
was presented on March 27, 
2008, at Iona College, in New 
Rochelle, drawing a crowd of over 
l00 residents. Graham Trelstad, 
Vice President of AKRF, suggested 
a long range vision citing 
recommendations in his 
company’s study of North 
Avenue.  Calling North Avenue 
“underdeveloped,” Trelstad 
enumerated its present land use, 
parking, infrastructure, storm and 
sanitary sewers.  He presented 
North Avenue as a “gateway to 
downtown” citing its diverse land 
use: single story and two story 
buildings, single family, and multi-
family buildings.  While he felt 
changes in building codes were 
needed to have enough flexibility 
for development, he cited concerns 
about parking requirements and 
felt present zoning codes wouldn’t 
be feasible to follow because, for 
example, adding a parking space 
can cost $15,000 to $20,000.
   The first question raised was, 
“Who doesn’t drive a car?”  Trelstad 
answered by saying they were 
planning for more non-traditional 
households which are now more 
common in the United States.  
He wants to promote “inner city 
living;” urban designs were a key 
aspect of the height of buildings.  
To avoid the appearance of height 
on the street he suggested making 
a two story set back to a higher 
rise building.  A resident, Robert 

Vision for North Avenue in New 
Rochelle Disputed

By Peggy Godfrey

McCaffrey, countered that while he 
was all for a vision, the problem is 
too many people have been burned 
in the past.   The proposed greater 
density and higher use zoning was 
not appreciated by many audience 
members who felt the design could 
be made more appealing.  These 
proposed buildings are next to 
residences and people do not want 
to look out at a twelve story building 
in their backyard.
   When the vision of the study was 
disputed, Craig King, Commissioner 
of Development, stated the city had 
hired this firm to look at zoning, 
traffic, pedestrian use and other 
factors to revitalize the area.  Faith 
Costa raised objections to Trelstad’s 
statement that he wanted  people 
in the community to walk more, 
stating,  “Even if you get people to 
walk to the train, they won’t give up 
their cars.”  She also felt there was 
more pressure to build up zoning in 
her area rather than the City Hall 
or train station areas. Audience 
members also felt rezoning for 
greater density would create 

storm-water and sewage problems, 
flooding, need for more schools, and 
city services.  Increasing density 
would create a poor quality of life.  
Mayor Noam Bramson was asked if 
New Rochelle is a suburban town, to 
which he answered, “Part of it.”  As 
more and more criticism of the plan 
and a lack of vision was expressed, 
King responded, “Nothing has been 
done; we are here to listen.”
   Councilmember Marianne 
Sussman (District 6) spoke about 
this North Avenue study saying 
it was undertaken because North 
Avenue is not in good condition and 
needs “a shot in the arm.”  She felt 
developers would not come unless 
“there is an incentive.”  One of 
the few supporters of the plan was 
Jerry Tomic who owns several 
apartments and retail buildings on 
North Avenue.  He expressed the 
sentiment, “with proper planning, 
everything can be done to everyone’s 
satisfaction.”  Questions arose about 
what kind of long range planning 
was being presented and what was 
the point of bringing more people to 
the city.  Why go from three story 
buildings to six story buildings?  
Mayor Bramson then stood up 
and addressed the group saying 
the status quo was “unacceptable” 
and wanted to know what kind of 
density the people would accept.  
He asked people to go home with 
open minds and stated “we want to 
talk.”

   In 2007, Wal-Mart’s philanthropic 
efforts in the State of New York 
totaled more than $10.4 million.  
Nationally the Foundation gave 
$296 million in 2007 to benefit 
more than 4,000 U.S. communities. 

Wal-Mart (NYSE: WMT) is 
proud to support the causes that 
are important to customers and 

associates right in their own 
neighborhoods in the United 

States. To learn more, visit www.
walmartfacts.com, or  

www.walmartfoundation.org.

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- New 
York State Comptroller Thomas 
P. DiNapoli released a report on 
the Westchester County economy 
showing that job growth exceeded 
the statewide rate due largely to 
gains in the financial services 
sector.  DiNapoli’s report cautioned 
that continuing Wall Street job cuts, 
stemming from the collapse of the 
subprime mortgage market, could 
have a significant impact on the 
Westchester economy. 
   “Westchester’s rapid rise as a 
financial and business center is 
reflected in its high rate of job 
growth, low unemployment and 
high wages,” DiNapoli said. “The 
county’s economy continues to 
outperform the majority of the state, 
but the rapid rise in home values 
that began in 2000 is showing signs 
of slowing. A further tightening of 
credit could impact home sales in 
Westchester and also impact some 
of the downtown revitalization 
initiatives.” 
   According to the report, wages 
grew by 20.1 percent between 2003 
and 2006. During the first half of 
2007, jobs grew by 6 percent in 
construction, 5.5 percent in leisure 

DiNapoli: Westchester Economy 
Outperformed Rest of New York

and hospitality and 3.3 percent in 
the education and health services 
industry. Unemployment averaged 
3.6 percent in 2007, a full percentage 
point below the statewide rate of 
4.6 percent. 
   The median single family 
home sales price in 2006 was 
$630,000, the second highest in 
the state.  Subprime mortgages 
increased as a percentage of 
approved mortgages from 7.5 
percent in 2004 to 19 percent in 
2006. 
   Other highlights of the Westchester 

County Economic Snapshot 
include: 
   Westchester’s population grew 
by 2.5 percent between 2000 and 
2006, well above the statewide rate. 
White Plains’ population increased 
by 7 percent during the same time 
period. 
   Nearly 90 percent of all 
Westchester businesses employ 20 
or fewer people. 
Job growth in the financial services 
sector increased by 14.4 percent or 
3,900 jobs from 2003 to 2006. 
   The average salary in 2006 was 
$58,630, exceeding the statewide 
average by $3,150. 
The Tappan Zee Bridge, having 
reached the end of its original 
estimated life-span, is in need of 
major repairs or replacement. Early 
this summer, the State is expected 
to announce its decision on the 
bridge and will address whether it 
will include a mass transit option, 
such as light rail, commuter rail or 
bus lanes.
  

 Visit their Website to view the 
report: 

http://www.osc.state.ny.us/reports/
economic/westchester.pdf

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- Parents 
and high school students can 
gain practical information about 
applying to college by planning 
to attend the 18th annual College 
Night at New Rochelle High 
School Thursday evening, April 
3, followed by a College Fair 
featuring representatives from 
more than one-hundred colleges on 
Friday morning, April 4, sponsored 
by the New Rochelle High 
School Guidance and Counseling 
Department.
   The College Night workshop 
sessions begin promptly at 7 P.M. 
and is repeated at 8 P.M. Twenty-
five representatives from selective 
colleges and universities will 
participate in seven workshops that 
will address strategies for effective 
college planning and decision-
making.
   Explains Coordinator of Guidance 
and Counseling Mr. Michael Kenny, 
“Our workshops will provide 

18th Annual College Night at New 
Rochelle High School

parents with proven strategies 
about how to empower their sons 
and daughters to reflect upon 
their interests and goals, explore a 
range of college options, prepare 
effective applications, and honestly 
assess which colleges will offer 
the right match, so that ultimately, 
the student takes responsibility for 
his/her own college planning.”  The 
College Night workshops are led 
by panels of college representative 
who answer questions about 
the college application process, 
recommend strategies for finding 
the right college match, and discuss 
trends in admissions. 
   Seven concurrent workshop 
topics include an Inside Look at 
the Selective College Admission 
Process, The Public University 
Experience, The Steps to College, 
Finding the Right College Fit, 
The Liberal Arts and Beyond, 
and Liberal Arts and Sciences, 
En Español: El Camino  

ALBANY, NY -- New York State 
Comptroller Thomas P. DiNapoli 
announced his office completed 
audits of the following Westchester 
County schools: Hastings-on-
Hudson Union Free School 
District.
   “My office’s audits of school 
districts, charter schools and 
BOCES help schools improve their 
financial management practices,” 
DiNapoli said. “These audits are 
tools for schools to make sure 
proper policies and procedures 
are in place to protect taxpayer 
dollars and provide students with 
the best possible education.”   

H a c i a  
la Universidad. 
   The New Rochelle High School’s 
Annual College Fair is Friday, April 
4 from 10:00 A.M. to 12:30 P.M. in 
the Daniel P. O’ Brien Gymnasium.  
Representatives of over one-
hundred colleges, universities, two-
year schools, vocational schools, 
and armed forces will be available 
to meet with students, answer their 
questions and provide literature.  
   High school juniors will find the 
College Night and College Fair very 
timely as they begin their college 
decision-making. High school 
freshmen and sophomore are also 
encouraged to attend College Night 
to acquire valuable early awareness 
to help prepare for their college 
selection process.

For more information, contact 
Michael Kenny, Coordinator of 

Guidance and Counseling, at 576-
4542, or Bonnie Proudian, College 
and Career Center Coordinator at 

576-4552.

Hastings School Audit
   Hastings-on-Hudson Union 
Free School District – Internal 
Controls Over Selected Financial 
Activities (Westchester County)  
The audit of the IT system 
disclosed weaknesses in the 
controls over users’ access to the 
district’s financial information and 
student data applications. District 
officials have not adopted policies 
and procedures that address 
changes made to the district’s 
computer hardware and software  
systems. The payroll clerk’s duties 
were not adequately segregated. In 
addition, the board did not authorize 
payment made in excess of $17,000 

to the director of technology 
for additional administrative 
technology consulting work.           
   To view the audits above, 
visit: http://www.osc.state.
ny.us/localgov/audits/index.htm.  
   In order to improve accountability 
of the state’s schools, DiNapoli’s 
office will audit all of New York’s 
834 school districts, Board of 
Cooperative Educational Services 
(BOCES) and charter schools by 
2010. The State Comptroller’s 
office has completed 390 school 
audits and approximately 200 audits 
are currently underway.

http://www.walmartfacts.com/
http://www.walmartfacts.com/
http://www.walmartfoundation.org/
http://www.osc.state.ny.us/reports/economic/westchester.pdf
http://www.osc.state.ny.us/reports/economic/westchester.pdf
http://www.osc.state.ny.us/reports/economic/westchester.pdf
http://www.osc.state.ny.us/localgov/audits/schools/2008/hastings.pdf
http://www.osc.state.ny.us/localgov/audits/schools/2008/hastings.pdf
http://www.osc.state.ny.us/localgov/audits/schools/2008/hastings.pdf
http://www.osc.state.ny.us/localgov/audits/schools/2008/hastings.pdf
http://www.osc.state.ny.us/localgov/audits/schools/2008/hastings.pdf
http://www.osc.state.ny.us/localgov/audits/index.htm
http://www.osc.state.ny.us/localgov/audits/index.htm


APRIL 3, 2008 PAGE 7WESTCHESTER TIMES TRIBUNE

Education • Energy

From Page 1

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- Artist 
Bruce Waldman, who is both 
a printmaker and illustrator, 
conducted two workshops at 
New Rochelle High School for 
students enrolled in all levels of 
the visual arts program known as 
PAVE (Performing and Visual Arts 
Education), on Tuesday, March 
25.  Waldman showed the students 
examples of his etchings and 
monoprints, both personal artwork 
and illustrations. He also brought in 
books and magazines of published 
illustrations and explained each 
step to accomplishing the work, 
from start to finish.  Waldman 
also demonstrated the process for 
making a monoprint to the students.  
The workshop was made possible 
through arts grants.  
   Participating teachers at New 

Westchester Times Tribune

save the date!
short term 
rehabilitation

skilled nursing

alzheimer’s & 
dementia care

respite

palliative care

hospice

April 14
GENTLE YOGA WORKSHOP 1PM
Gramatan AARP @ Sinai Free Synagogue
Route 22, Mount Vernon

April 28
AUTHOR BOOK READING 3PM
“Hauntings of the Hudson River Valley”
Vincent T. Daquino

April 30
CLERGY CONFERENCE 9AM-12PM
“Ministering to the Caregiver”
8:30AM Registration & Continental Breakfast

May 7
STROKE PREVENTION SCREENINGS 9AM-5PM
conducted by Life Line Radiology in recognition of 
National Stroke Awareness Month

All events held at Westchester Rehab unless otherwise noted.
Please phone 914.699.1600x337 for more info.

Printmaker Bruce Waldman Conducts 
Workshops at New Rochelle H.S.

Rochelle High School included 
Alexi Brock, Scott Seaboldt and 
Moira McCaul. 

For more details about artist Bruce 
Waldman visit  

www.BruceWaldman.com

SCARSDALE, NY -- The 
Greenburgh Nature Center and 
The Sierra Club Lower Hudson 
Group are presenting a free talk 
on the topic: “What’s Happening 
with the Honeybees and Why?” 
The free program will be held at the 
Nature Center’s Manor House on 
Wednesday, April 9th at 7:30 p.m. 
Attendees are invited to come at 7 
p.m. for informal discussion and 
light refreshments. The program is 
geared towards adult and students 
of high school age and older.
   With over 50% of the United 
States food crops depending on bee 
pollination and many commercial 
beekeepers reporting up to 80% 
of their hives collapsing last year, 
the United States may be in for 
major food shortages if the problem 
occurs again this year. 
   Leading the discussion on Colony 

What’s Happening with the  
Honeybees and Why?

Collapse Disorder, the name given 
to this phenomenon will be John 
Crockett, the owner of Mother 
Nature’s Farms, Inc., in Carmel, 
NY. John began beekeeping in 1998 
and has two conventional honeybee 
hives and an observation hive as 
well. His farm business focuses on 
converting organic wastes into high-
quality soils and soil conditioners 
that can then be used by farmers, 
landscapers, homeowners and 
nurseries.

   The talk will address the 
environmental factors that may be 
contributing to Colony Collapse 
Disorder and what might be done to 
correct the problem.
   The Greenburgh Nature Center 
is located at 99 Dromore Road, 
off Central Park Avenue, in 
Scarsdale, NY. Parking is free, and 
handicapped parking is available. 
The center’s grounds are open daily 
dawn to dusk throughout the year. 
The Manor House exhibits are open 
daily except Fridays and a few 
holidays, 9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. on 
weekdays and 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. on 
weekends.

For further information, call 
(914) 723-3470 or visit the www.

greenburghnaturecenter.org 
Website.

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- 
Sponsored by the New Rochelle 
High School Mentoring Program, 
and the Westchester County Chapter 
of the Links, Inc., a comprehensive 
health symposium and health 
fair will be held Saturday, April 
5, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., in the 
Kelly (House 4) Auditorium. The 
symposium theme is “Building 
Healthier Lives Together.” 
   The keynote speaker will be 
Dr. Sheryl Archbald, Deputy 
Commissioner of the Westchester 

Building Healthier Lives Together  
Health Symposium and Family Health Fair

County Department of 
Health.  There will be workshops 
on Teen Health Awareness, healthy 
eating workshop, health monitoring 
using  technology, understanding 
diabetes and heart disease, mental 
health, Yoga and Pilates, non-
traditional health practices, etc.
   Links is a volunteer service 
organization, providing community 
service in Westchester for over 58 
years.  April is National Minority 
Health Disparities Month.
   Co-sponsoring organizations 

include: New Rochelle High 
School clubs - Student Community 
Action  Black Culture Club, 
Hispanic Culture Club; Westchester 
County Department of Senior 
Programs and Services; Westchester 
County Department of Health; 
African American Advisory Board; 
Sarah Lawrence College.

For more information, contact 
Vera Cheek, House III Principal at 

New Rochelle High School, 
(914) 576-4530.

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Jessica 
Palmer, Tyler Davidov, and Lauren 
Southwick from Ossining, N.Y., 
have been chosen to compete for 
a $50,000 college scholarship at 
the 2007-08 Young Epidemiology 
Scholars (YES) Competition 
sponsored by the Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation and 
administered by the College Board.   
   Jessica, Tyler and Lauren are 
among 60 high school juniors and 
seniors who will receive a $2,000 
scholarship and an all-expense-paid 
trip to Washington, D.C., April 4 – 7 
to present their research to nationally 
recognized epidemiologists and 
teachers and compete for college 
scholarships of up to $50,000. 
More than 550 high school students 
from across the nation entered the 
competition, which is designed 
to spur students’ interest in the 
field of public health, specifically 
epidemiology. Epidemiology 
explores patterns of disease, illness 
and injury within populations with 
the goal of developing methods for 
prevention, control and treatment to 
improve health.  
   All YES competitors develop a 
research question and hypothesis 
about a health issue that concerns 
a group or groups of people, then 
conduct research to analyze the 
subject and suggest potential ways 
to improve the problem based on 
their analysis. The projects have 
tackled a wide-range of issues, 

Yes! Three Ossining High School Students to 
Compete in National Science Competition

including obesity, influenza, body 
image, multiple sclerosis, diabetes, 
malaria, sexually transmitted disease 
and depression. Jessica’s project 
is entitled “Examining Repetitive 
Behaviors in Parents and Siblings 
of Individuals with Autism,” Tyler’s 
project is entitled “Evaluation 
of the Accuracy of the Audio-
Recorded Cognitive Screen for 
Differentiating Levels of Cognitive 
Impairment” and Lauren’s project 
is entitled “Animated Cartoon 
Programs’ Effect on Body Image 
of Pre-Adolescent Girls, A Two-
Part Study: Content Analysis and 
Examination of Body Image.” 
   “Now in its fifth year, the YES 
Competition has become one of 
the nation’s most influential and 
prestigious science competitions 
for high school students. Each 
year the caliber of students and the 
level of competition has increased, 
and this year is no exception,” 
said Risa Lavizzo-Mourey, MD, 
MBA, president and CEO of the 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. 
“The projects are innovative and 
insightful and address important 
public health issues facing our 
country and the world. The work of 
these students gives me great hope 
that a new and gifted generation of 
epidemiologists is emerging.” 
   The highly competitive national 
program awards a total of nearly 
$500,000 in scholarships annually.  
The research projects are judged 

by a panel of the nation’s leading 
scientists, epidemiologists and 
educators. 
   The finalists will be judged on 
the basis of their written reports, 
oral presentations and question-
and-answer sessions. Winners of 
the competition will be announced 
at an awards ceremony at 8:30 
a.m., on Monday, April 7, at the 
Renaissance Mayflower Hotel, in 
Washington, D.C.
   College Board President Gaston 
Caperton said the research skills 
employed by the students for the 
YES Competition extend far beyond 
epidemiology. 
   Caperton said, “The YES 
Competition is designed to 
encourage students to explore 
careers in epidemiology, but we 
know it benefits young people with 
a wide variety of career interests. 
We applaud these students and their 
accomplishments and look forward 
to their future success.”  
   The Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation focuses on the pressing 
health and health care issues facing 
our country.  For more information, 
visit www.rwjf.org. 
   The College Board is a not-for-
profit membership association 
whose mission is to connect 
students to college success and 
opportunity. For more information 
on the College Board, visit www.
collegeboard.com. 

mandated in the Energy Policy Act 
of 2005 (EPAct 2005). It will prove 
to have profound impacts on the 
future of not only the fiscal health 
of public utilities but the oversight 
of their maintenance and the future 
construction of transmission lines. 
   This Part II continuing report, on 
the exploration of EPAct 2005, will 
focus upon a section of the law which 
has not been clearly articulated for 
the American people by either the 
Department of Energy (DOE) or 
members of either the U.S. House of 
Representatives or the U.S. Senate. 
Yet, this complex and important 
body of law represents but an ad 
hoc and unilateral takeover of not 
only the direction of energy policy 
but the very delivery system which 
Americans rely upon in order to 
live.
   EPAct 2005 sets forth specific 
mandates whose ramifications are 
unprecedented with respect to U.S. 
energy law, states’ constitutional 
rights and sovereignty, as well as 
interstate commerce. Specifically, 
Section 1221 of EPAct 2005 updates 
Section 216 of the Federal Power 
Act (FPA). It provides for, among 
other things, the requirement of 
a National Electric Transmission 
Congestion Study, first completed in 
August 2006, a year after enactment 
of EPAct 2005. Such a Congestion 
Study will then be repeated every 3 
years thereafter.
   And it is the National Transmission 
Congestion Study which paved the 
way for the mandated National 
Interest Electric Transmission 
Corridors (NIETC). According 
to Section 1221(a) of EPAct 2005 
(Section 326 of FPA, 16 U.S.C. 
Section 824p) the Secretary of Energy 
may designate “any geographic 
area experiencing electric energy 
transmission capacity constraints 
or congestion that adversely affects 
consumers as a national interest 
electric transmission corridor.” And 
the DOE then proposed as a direct 
result of the study two transmission 
corridors which consist of the Mid-
Atlantic Area National Corridor 
and the Southwest Area National 
Corridor. The draft NIETC was 
issued in April 2007 and finalized 
in October 2007 by the DOE.
   Why you may not be aware 
of such transmission corridors 
and their intended purpose can 
be answered simply because the 
public and consumers of public 
utilities were given little or no 
notice of opportunities to weigh 
in and attend very limited public 
hearings, abruptly announced in 
May 2007 by the DOE to take 
place in the very same month. 
That gave little time for proper 
public notice for participation by 
residents, lawmakers, ratepayers 
and consumer advocates, to name 
but a few. 
   Even more disconcerting is 
that the DOE claims that EPAct 
2005 does not require it to hold 
any public hearings regarding 
the NIETC. And in spite of over 
2000 written comments and 
reports submitted to the DOE by 
state governors, U.S. state and 
federal elected representatives, 
consumer advocacy organizations, 
and environmental and historic 
preservation organizations, which 
all protested such corridors because 
of the lack of public input, the DOE 
would have none of it. It instead 
made no changes or acted upon any 
of the recommendations it received 
on its draft proposal by finalizing 
the NIETC in October 2007, as 
originally drafted.
   In terms of the enormous 
implications in the construct of 
the Mid-Atlantic Area National 
Corridor, on paper at least, there 
now exists an exact list of those 
states which are encompassed by it 
and will be impacted in a variety of 
ways; legislatively, constitutionally, 
economically, environmentally and 
historically. Following is a list of 
those states and counties designated 
in the Mid-Atlantic Area National 
Corridor: the entireties of New 
Jersey, Delaware, and Washington, 
D.C.; 22 of 24 counties in Maryland 
and all of Baltimore City, MD; 47 
of 62 counties of New York; 7 of 88 
counties of Ohio; 52 of 67 counties 
of PA; 15 of 95 counties and 7of 39 
independent cities of Virginia; 42 of 

Fallout from the Energy Policy Act of 2005
55 counties of West Virginia.
   By contrast, the Southwest Area 
National Corridor includes 7 of 58 
counties of California and 3 of 15 
counties of Arizona, albeit the most 
heavily populated areas of these 
states.
   The NIETC lays the groundwork 
for transmission siting approval in 
the construct of High-Voltage Direct-
Current (HVDC) Transmission 
lines above ground and throughout 
all NIETC designated states, and 
whether or not that particular state 
in fact has an electricity congestion 
problem. Initially problematic is 
that nearly the entirety of the U.S. 
power grid, as it presently exists, 
uses High-Voltage Alternating-
Current (HVAC) Transmission lines 
and allows current to automatically 
reverse direction at regular intervals 
if necessary. HVDC requires an 
operator to reverse direction and its 
current flows in one direction only. 
   Only 2% of all electrical 
transmission line miles in the U.S. 
are presently HVDC. While the 
DOE insists that HVDC technology 
includes lower costs over long 
distances, in reality constructing 
HVDC lines costs more than 
construction of HVAC lines for 
short distances over a wide expanse 
of area. And according to the 
Government Accountability Office 
Report of February 1, 2008, (GAO-
08-347R) with respect to HVDC, 
there will be “higher costs for 
short-distance lines due to the cost 
of equipment needed to convert DC 
into AC electricity used by residents 
and a lack of electricity benefits 
to consumers living along these 
lines –unless converter stations are 
installed at intermediate locations 
– because such lines are generally 
not connected to local electricity 
lines.”
The rationalization for designation 
corridors is not to facilitate or 
dictate how the states’ regions, 
transmission providers or electric 
utilities should meet their own 
energy challenges, according to the 
DOE. But truth be told, it is quite 
the opposite. 
   “The process is geared more 
toward expediting the approval 
and siting of transmission corridors 
than it is geared toward respecting 
states’ rights about their residents’ 
energy future and needs…and by 
a heavy-handed centralized one-
size fits all approach..,” according 
to Congressman Maurice Hinchey 
(D-NY). And it is precisely such 
sentiments that have been raised 
to the Secretary of Energy, Samuel 
Bodman, by both federal and state 
lawmakers on both sides of the aisle 
in all 10 states and Washington, 
D.C. that will be directly impacted 
by NIETC. 
And most crucial to note, EPAct 
2005 enables eminent domain 
law over states by the federal 
government on a scale unlike the 
U.S. has ever seen.
   In its effort to modernize the 
transmission lines infrastructure, 
EPAct 2005 provides for the DOE 
to assign the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC) 
siting authority. To review from 
Part I of this series, FERC is central 
to the regulation of energy policy 
both fiscally as well has been 
given oversight authority on the 
applications of new construction of 
transmission line sites. 
   Under Section 216(b) of EPAct 
2005 –Back-Stop Siting Authority 
–FERC is given authority “to 
issue permits for the construction 
or modification of transmission 
facilities in a National Interest 
Electric Transmission Corridor 
if FERC finds that: (1)(A) a state 
in which the facilities are to be 
constructed is without authority to 
approve the siting of the facilities 
or to consider the interstate benefits 
expected to be achieved by the 
project; (B) the applicant for a 
permit is a transmitting utility that 
does qualify for a permit federally 
but does not qualify for a permit 
under state law because it does 
not serve end-use customers; or 
(C) the state has siting authority 
but (i) it has withheld approval 
for the later of one year after the 
filing of an application; or (ii) 
conditioned approval in such a 
way that the proposed construction 
will not significantly reduce 
transmission congestion or is not  

economically feasible.”
   And to add insult to injury, 
Section 216(e) of EPAct 2005 on 
Rights-of-Way, “If a permit holder 
cannot obtain the necessary rights-
of-way for the project, the permit 
holder can acquire the rights-of-
way through an eminent domain 
proceeding in the federal district 
court where the property is located.” 
And furthermore, in Section 216(f), 
“A right-of-way acquired in an 
eminent domain proceeding is a 
taking of private property for which 
the landowner must receive just 
compensation, which is the fair 
market value on the date of exercise 
of eminent domain.” 
   Therefore, any fluctuation or 
rise in real estate property values 
during the course of the proceeding 
and including any period of time 
due to litigation arising from 
such a proceeding to the time 
of completion of the project, if 
finally approved, would not be 
taken into consideration. And the 
compensation or fair market value 
of the property to its owner would 
be locked in by the date of the initial 
date of the proceeding, which could 
potentially be years, as in the case 
of Kelo v. City of New London, CT 
545 U.S. 469 (2005).  
   Crucial in understanding the bone 
of contention raised primarily by the 
10 states within the Mid-Atlantic 
Area and Southwest Area National 
Corridors, is that historically, 
federal jurisdiction of the siting of 
transmission lines in states has been 
reserved for federal lands within 
respective states. It has been the 
state utility commissions of each 
given state which have otherwise 
been the regulators of siting permits 
and applications. 
   And it is only reasonable to 
understand the indignation and 
concerns by state governors and 
state representatives to learn that 
FERC has been granted a new 
breadth of authority that many 
believe is counter-productive to 
the best interests of their respective 
states and citizens which they 
believe they know best.
   As discussed in Part I of this 
series, with the repeal of the Public 
Utilities Holding Company Act of 
1935, (PUHCA) holding companies 
both foreign and domestic will now 
be the applicants for siting permits 
in both the Mid-Atlantic Area 
and the Southwest Area National 
Corridors for aboveground HVDC 
transmission lines which will range 
from 150-160 feet high. That is 
roughly three times the height of our 
present HVAC lines throughout the 
U.S. And they will cover thousands 
of total miles throughout NIETC, 
or these 10 states and Washington, 
D.C.
   And in what could be the first 
official challenge to back-stop 
transmission authority given 
FERC, as prescribed by such 
EPAct 2005 mandate, has been pre-
filed for consultation with FERC. 
A Southern California Edison 
(SGE) application to the Arizona 
Corporation Commission, (ACC) 
the public utility commission of 
Arizona, was rejected in May 2007 
by ACC. SCE merely wanted to run 
a 230-mile transmission line from 
Arizona to California at a cost of 
$242 million to Arizona ratepayers. 
And the benefit to Arizona? None, 
as it would specifically be to serve 
Californians and their growing 
energy needs.
   The ACC described SCE’s project 
as “a 230-mile extension cord” into 
Arizona’s generation supply. And 
likewise in his letter to Secretary 
Bodman in November 2007, after the 
NIETC was finalized, Pennsylvania 
Governor Ed Rendell wrote, “These 
transmission lines will be on our 
land and depreciate our property 
values, but they may not offer any 
benefit to Pennsylvania consumers. 
This designation and action by the 
federal government is a blatant 
abuse of states’ rights,” Governor 
Rendell said.
Yet, this is likely just the beginning, 
exemplifying a dysfunctional 
remedy, to “fix” the U.S. power 
grid and growing domestic energy 
needs, by way of EPAct 2005. It 
will essentially be a power grab for 
power both literally and figuratively, 
the sights of which the U.S. has 
never seen.

Contact: dgrassi@cox.net 
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Fashion
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From Page 1
the Temple to provide an in-depth 
interpretation of the windows, 
many by celebrated artists. The 
windows span much of the life of the 
congregation. Some were originally 
in the Temple’s previous Webster 
Avenue synagogue and others 
were designed specifically for their 
present location. They represent a 
wide range of topics relevant to the 
Jewish experience: its history and 
religious observance.
   The photos, taken by Deborah 
Karson, a Temple member, will be 
on display through the spring.
   “We’re delighted to be able to 
present these photos of the windows 
and the stories behind them, “noted 
Gladys Goldstein, director of the 
Cultural Center. 
   “The explanations are important in 
giving us, not only the rational for 
these magnificent designs, but also 
in helping us to frame an historic 
perspective from the congregation’s 
early days to the present time.”
   Windows in the Raizen Chapel, 
the Temple’s primary sanctuary, 
designed by Sam Wiener, feature 
six windows on either side in 
brilliant jewel tones representing 
the 12 tribes of Israel. Non-
figurative blocks of softly hued 
blue and rose tones prevail in back 
of the Ark surrounding it with a 
halo of color when the sun shines 
through.                     
In the passageway between the 
sanctuary and Forbes Auditorium 
known as the Brotherhood Lounge, 
an exterior door is surrounded by 
three vertical segmented windows 

with a mini panel over 
the doorway emphasizing 
aspects of the Holocaust. 
Names of concentration 
camps are slashed across 
impressionistic visions of 
the travail of the Jews in 
that era. An Israeli artist, 
A.H. Shamir was the 
designer.
   Twelve windows in 
Forbes Auditorium 
designed by David 
Ascalon are organized in 
groups representing the 
cycles of Jewish life and 
thought. Six panels on the 
south wall suggest subjects 
reminiscent of ideals and 
aspirations of the Jewish 
faith: family, home and 
justice. Six panels on the 
west wall portray holidays 
of the Jewish year.                
   Sixteen windows in Rosen 
Chapel by the noted glass 
artist David J.C. Wilson 
have a dramatic, art deco 
look, with geometric motifs into 
which religious symbols have been 
subtly interwoven. Limited colors 
and sharp, clean lines distinguish 
this distinctively contemporary 
group.
   A large rose window casts its deep, 
rich colors on a vestibule outside 
of Rosen Chapel. This originally 
marked the entrance to the Webster 
Avenue synagogue. Its multiple 
partitions represent mystical and 
Kabbalistic themes.
   Ten classically designed windows 

Stained Glass Windows Highlighted in 
Temple Israel of New Rochelle Exhibit

that line the exterior wall in the 
small Wishnick Chapel also came 
from Webster Avenue. Their ornate 
center medallions depict symbols 
of the synagogue.                          
   The Goldstein Cultural Center is 
open week-days from10:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m. and on Sunday mornings 
from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
             
Temple Israel is at 1000 Pinebrook 

Blvd. For addition information 
contact the Temple office,  

914 235-1800.

Spring is Here, I Hear
From Page 1
insert there.  Some of his strongest 
looks, however, are his fresh 
basics, among them a sandy-hued, 
sleeveless, casually belted dress, 
cut just above the knee with patch-
pockets top and bottom, a modern 
twist on the classic shirt dress. 

   Lavish is the word for the fabrics 
Carolina Herrera chose for her 
Spring/Summer collection.  Last 
year she cited Edvard Munch as 
her inspiration.  This season it’s 
the interiors illustrator Jeremiah 
Goodman, among whose clients 

were Pauline de Rothschild and 
Diana Vreeland -  thus luxe is 
the touchstone here.  Herrera’s 
heart is in her evening wear.  She 
offers a short and sweet all-white 
design: an above the knee white 
skirt worn with a cotton T and 
topped with a sequined jacket 
splashed with champagne flowers.  
   She is nothing if not a savvy 
businesswoman, but for Spring, 
Diane von Furstenberg has 
pleasure in mind.  She says it is 
about “the fantasy of escaping to 
exotic islands and the wilder shores 
of love.”  Indeed. Her menagerie of 
print offerings is well-represented 
in a jaunty black flowers-on-cream 
dress, swingy skirt and head gypsy-
wrapped in the same whimsical 
fabric. 
   The fast route to a successful 
Spring/Summer Pucci show: book 
a flight to Capri.  That’s where, 
after all, the island paradise most 
closely associated with this print 
house was born exactly 60 years 
ago.  One Pucci look this season 
that effectively channels Capri 
is a blazingly bright number in 
citrus-colored tangerine.  Pucci 
avoids sugar-shock, however, as his 
Bermuda shorts are elegantly cut 
and paired with a flowing blouse 
slashed with fuchsia leafs and 
slipping sexily off one shoulder.  
Sizzling as Capri itself! 
   This season in Milan, it took 
Versace to get hold of drapey, 
goddessy dressing and make it look 
hot, easy and believable.  Donatella 
shows beautifully constructed silk 
jersey dresses – from short togas 
to open-backed draped shifts in 
a rainbow of colors, each piece 
gorgeous in its own right.  One of 
her more casual designs: shorter 
than Bermuda, toast-colored 
shorts. The ample cut and fine 
tailoring saves them from looking 
inelegant.  She tops the shorts by 
echoing spring’s theme and going 
completely printastic!  A billowing 
silk blouse, punctuated by amoebic 
turquoise shapes puts this look 
firmly in style for Spring/Summer 
’08. 

   Looking at some 
Virginia Slims’ 
advertising of 
the late 70s and 
early 80s inspires 
the Michael 
Kors collection.  
“There was 
something about 
those women that 
was very sexy 
but sporty at the 
same time,” he 
explains.  Kind 
of like the Kors 
woman.  Come 
s p r i n g t i m e , 
she’ll need 
clothes for lunch 
at the club, 
cocktails, cruises 
and galas too.  
Kors had plenty 
of suggestions, 
and one look 
that seems 
designed for a 
Maidstone lunch 
– impeccably cut 
white pants worn 
with a pristine 
s l e e v e l e s s 
greige, double-
breasted top 
ending at the hips and circled with 
a narrow gold belt.  He accessorizes 
this with an insouciant wide-
brimmed hat, large shades and gold 
jewelry. 
   Frida Giannini’s Gucci Spring/
Summer designs picks up on 
some of the things going around 
this season – the fifties big-skirted 
silhouette, a bit of toga dressing, 
patent-leather accessories, and yes, 
ubiquitous prints. One sure stand-
out: a short-sleeved, v-neck dress, 
gently flowing skirt just to the 
knee.  On white ground, Gucci add 
splashes of black and red geometric 
design, a print that pulses and 
appears, at any moment, to leap off 
the dress.  She pairs it with short 
black gloves, big black patent bag 
and red peep-toe pumps.  Ah yes, 
Spring is here!
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YONKERS, NY -- Empire City at 
Yonkers Raceway, the 5,300 video 
gaming machine emporium located 
just north of New York City, unveils 
its brand-new “High Limit Lounge” 
with a ribbon-cutting ceremony 
Friday, April 4.
   General Manager Bob Galterio 
will officially christen the newest 
amenity for Empire City players-
-located on the first floor of the 
Gotham Palace--at 6:00 PM. The 
public are invited to attend.
   The High Limit Lounge offers 
the amenities of 88 favorite video 
gaming machines--including 

Empire City to Unveil  
“High Limit Lounge”  

in Gotham Palace
video poker--as well as television 
screens and comfortable seating 
for high level players. Gaming 
denominations range from $1 
to $100. Players can also enjoy 
a relaxed atmosphere, attentive 
guests’ services in a comfortable 
environment in the High Limit 
Lounge at Empire City.
   “We are delighted to introduce 
the ‘High Limit Lounge’ to our 
guests,” Galterio said. “It is sure to 
be a popular Gotham Palace haven 
for our players as we continue to 
enhance Empire City.”

huge step and Mayor Young, with 
Mount Vernon by his side have 
shouldered the tragedy that befell 
Detective Ridley, the burden of 
high taxes, and the mismanagement 
and alleged criminal activity within 
City Hall.  Still, Mayor Young, has 
emerged energized and confident in 
his ability to govern a city in wait 
for direction, success, and pride in 
their evolution.
   With broad strokes, Mayor Young 
spoke of the “brain trust” that have 
been brought together to instill 
direction and substance to the 
viability of Mount Vernon. “The 
people of Mount Vernon deserve 
better,” said Mayor Young. The 
inference is that he would do just 
that. It wasn’t an empty concept; 

you could feel the weight of his 
saying it. He believed Mount 
Vernon was “moving toward a 
robust and dynamic renaissance.”
   Mayor Young places great 
emphasis on the priority of serving 
the needs of Mount Vernon’s 
youth. His Taking Back Our Kids 
initiative with engage at –risk 
youth. He is forming a Youth 
Empowerment Council, comprised 
of young people who will report 
to him on how Mount Vernon 
may become responsive to them. 
A violence reduction program, a 
mentoring program that would 
provide internships with local 
business people, and in conjunction 
with Westchester County Distict 
Attorney Janet DiFiore, a  

youth court.
   Mayor Young divulged that he has 
halted the Hip Hop Museum project, 
re-directing the use of the facility 
toward training and engaging young 
people in recreational programs. 
Mayor Young recognizes Mount 
Vernon’s future resides with the 
next generation and has focused his 
effort toward serving his youngest 
constituents.
   Mayor Young noted that Mount 
Vernon was lacking a clear and 
concise policies  and protocols that 
have led to past alleged criminal 
activity that have exacerbated 
higher taxes. 
   Mayor Young spoke frankly about 
the ghosts of the past that impress 
the present. His sights were focused 

on building a future for Mount 
Vernon . He vowed to celebrate 
Mount Vernon’s successes and 
pride openly. 
   He foretold of a looming budget 
deficit; and he would conduct 
audits throughout the various 
departments of the city to reduce 
overtime and cut spending. He gave 
a sense to Mount Vernon that his 
administration would partner with 
them to build a future from which 
all could take pride.
   Mayor Young’s address was a 
promise of his intent. He has the 
support of Mount Vernon. Mount 
Vernon seems assured a future of 
toil and hope; a most promising 
prospect indeed.    

Mt. Vernon Mayor Young Delivers the State of the City Address

Mayor’s Column
By Mary C. Marvin

Mayor of the Village of Bronxville

  On March 20th, the Village 
Treasurer filed the requisite 
tentative budget with the Village 
Clerk, as required by New York 
State law.  The Trustees will now 
conduct a public budget workshop 
on April 3rd at 7PM at Village Hall 
to review the spending proposals 
line by line.  
   Following a public hearing, a 
final budget will be presented 
for adoption on April 14th at the 
Trustees’ monthly meeting.
   This year’s budget presented 
many challenges.  Village 
government is faced with double 
digit increases in many line items.  
For example, health insurance 
premiums are expected to increase 
by 10%.  Liability insurance 
coverage will increase by 20% as 
a consequence of the payout from 
the Girl Scout Cabin fire and the 
diminishing pool of agencies in the 
municipal underwriting business.  
Consequently, we will be shopping 
our insurance this year in an effort 
to find better value.
   We are also seeing significant 
increases in all energy related 
expenses.  Heating oil and gasoline 
costs are projected to rise by 20% in 
the next fiscal year with electricity 
even outpacing this increase with a 
projected 25% rise in cost.
   We also have an increase of 
$55,000 in personnel related costs 
as a result of various single digit 
increases in the aggregate lines for 
Workers’ Compensation coverage, 
Social Security, Medicare and 

retirement benefits.
   Unfortunately, we will also be 
adversely impacted on the revenue 
side of our budget.
We expect revenues to decrease or 
remain flat on some important line 
items.  Of most significance is a 
projected loss of interest income of 
nearly $150,000 as a result of the 
ever declining rates.  In addition, the 
Library is projected to have its State 
aid cut by $13,000 and our parking 
violations revenue has dropped as a 
result of a less aggressive ticketing 
policy.
   Due to a softer business and 
real estate market throughout the 
County, we project no increases in 
our share of mortgage tax and sales 
tax revenue.
   Net net, without additional cuts to 
a budget already trimmed in-house, 
the budget to proposed budget 
increase is 8.43%.  In real dollars 
this translates into an approximately 
$500.00 increase on a residence 
with an overall tax bill of $50,000.

   To put it in a more comprehensive 
perspective, a homeowner 
with a current yearly tax bill of 
approximately $50,000 will in 
2008/2009 pay approximately 
$9,000 for Town and County 
services, $36,000 in school taxes 
and $7,000 toward the running of 
Village government.  To break it 
down another way, 18% of your 
total tax bill pays for non-Village 
services including fire, sewer, and 
County and Town government.  The 
remaining 82% of the tax monies 
stays in the Village with 83% of 
the Village tax share directed to 
the School and 17% to the Village 
government.  The ratio will not 
change because of the relative 
increases expected at all levels of 
the budget.  This is also the year 
when our union labor contracts 
must be re-negotiated with our 
police department and public works 
employees.
   To say that this will be a challenging 
budget, is an understatement.  The 
department heads and Trustees 
will review every line item in the 
coming weeks looking for ways 
to maximize the use of your tax 
dollars, especially in light of the 
slowed global economy.
   We pledge to be vigilant in 
offering a budget that is fair and 
realistic while at the same time not 
decreasing the municipal services 
you expect.  Your input is most 
welcome and copies of the tentative 
budget are available for review at 
Village Hall.

Bruce Morrison proposal. 
   Mr. Morrison had drawn up a 
proposal which would have created 
a new bilateral visa,” Fincham said 
in reference to former congressman 
Bruce Morrison who has been 
acting on behalf of ILIR on Capitol 
Hill 
   “This visa would have given 
Ireland several thousand working 
visas a year and also helped to 
legalize the undocumented,” 
Fincham said. 
   “However, now it appears that 
they (the Irish government) have 
thrown that proposal into the bin. 
   Fincham said that Irish 
Foreign Minister, Dermot Ahern, 
had announced that the Irish 
Government would be seeking a 
bilateral deal to legalize the Irish - 
this at the Louth Dinner Dance in 
New York two years ago. 
   “He repeated that promise again 
at the ILIR rally in Dublin last 
April. We are seeking an urgent 
explanation of the gap between 
what he has told us, and what the 
taoiseach has said,” said Fincham. 
   Meanwhile, the Coalition of Irish 
Immigration Centers condemned 
what it called the stereotyping of 
committed Irish advocates as “sitting 
in bars and talking nonsense.” 
   This was “particularly offensive 
to all of us who have worked for 
years to improve the situation of 
Irish immigrants across the USA,” 
the statement said in reference to 
the taoiseach’s comment. 

This story appeared in the 
Irish Echo issue of 

March 26-April 1, 2008.

Row Deepens
From Page 1

   The number of adult day 
programs has grown over the 
past decade.  They have become 
popular in part because they offer 
Caregivers a much-needed break 
to focus on work or attend to other 
family matters. Day programs 
provide supervision, health care, 
socialization and recreation to help 
individuals maintain their level of 
independence so they can remain 
with family or in their homes in 
the community longer.  For many 
Caregivers, however, finding a 
quality day program for a loved 
one can be daunting.  Here are 
some questions to ask if you are 
researching programs. 
What type of care does my family 
member need?  Some people need 
social model day services with an 
enriched program of recreation 
and social activities. Others require 
a medical model program that 
provides health support services 
in addition to enriched activities. 
A high-quality day program will 
conduct an assessment of an 
individual before admission to 
determine their range of abilities 
and needs. 
Does the program have an 
adequate number of well-trained 
staff?  Look for staff members 
who are trained to meet the needs 
of older and disabled adults.  See 
whether there is enough staff for 

Questions to Ask When 
Looking for a Quality Adult 

Day Service Program 
By Donna Sangi-Vallario

adequate supervision and activity 
involvement. 
Will the schedule meet both your 
loved one’s needs and your own?  
Many offer both half and full days, 
from one to seven days a week. 
Some also offer extended hours 
that will make it more convenient 
to drop your loved one off early or 
to pick them up a little later in the 
day.   
 What resources does the center 
provide? Look for programs that 
can provide a link to specialized 
medical services if needed, hot 
meals and refreshments, and 
diversified activities and settings.  
They may also provide door-to-
door transportation. Most programs 
accept Medicaid, private pay or 
long-term care insurance.
What is your reaction to being 
at the center?  Trust your own 
response.  Does the environment 
appear cheerful, safe and secure? 
Remember to take advantage of a 
free trial visit for your loved one 
if the program offers one.  And 
when you are at the center, look for 
engaged and contented participants, 
a compassionate staff and an 
attractive environment. 
Donna Sangi-Vallario is Director 

of Adult Day Services at The 
Wartburg Adult Care Community. 
For additional information, call 

914-513-5472.

   State Senator Suzi Oppenheimer 
(D-37th S.D.) and State 
Assemblyman George Latimer 
(D-91st A.D.) have praised the 
recent announcement of 2007-2008 
State grants to benefit local town 
and village courts in their district. 
   The announcements, issued 
through the office of Chief 
Administrative Judge Ann Pfau, 
highlights communities statewide 
that will be receiving funds to 
undertake renovations, purchase 
equipment and/or improve 
operations in their court facilities. 
In the Sound Shore region, three 
communities, represented by 
both Senator Oppenheimer and 
Assemblyman Latimer were grant 
recipients:
• Town of Rye - $21,094 
• Town of Mamaroneck - $6,759 
• Village of Larchmont - $5,210
   Senator Oppenheimer noted that 
“these grants will help these courts 
better serve the people, and will 
help further the administration 
of justice. I have been pleased to 
help advance these grants in my 24 
years in the Senate - they are indeed 
wise investments”. Assemblyman 
Latimer added that “these courts are 
the ones ‘closest to the people’ and 
they are an integral component of 
our system of justice. It is important 
to ensure their on going viability”. 
   The two state legislators both 
represent the Sound Shore 
communities of New Rochelle, 
Larchmont, Mamaroneck Town 
and Village, Rye City, Rye Town, 
Rye Brook and Port Chester  
   In addition, Senator Oppenheimer 
also represents other Westchester 
communities that received state 
court grants, including the Town 
of North Castle and the Town of 
Ossining, as well as the Village 
of Briarcliff Manor, the Village 
of Scarsdale, and the Village of 
Ossining.

Oppenheimer, 
Latimer Praise 
Court Grants    If I were to meet Bill Gates at a 

rodeo or some other gathering of 
oxen-lovers, I would immediately 
ask for his autograph. He wouldn’t 
know that the curiously folded 
document I had handed him to sign 
would turn over half of his fortune to 
me. He wouldn’t be able to see any 
of the “whereas’s” or “thereby’s” 
because of the ingenious folding 
method I would learn from my 
friend Agatha, the origami/eggplant 
specialist.
   Now, that’s a good reason to ask 
for an autograph. I can’t think of 
any others.
   What do people who collect 
autographs do with them? Do they 
show their friends? I don’t think 
anyone has ever shown me an 
autograph.  
      
Friend: Hello, Anthony, my dear 
friend. I have just acquired the 
autograph of Corbin Bersen. I am 
very delighted about it.
Me: The guy from LA Law? Wow. . 
.  Yes. . . That is mighty, indeed.
Friend: Would you like to see it?

Would You Like My Autograph?
By Anthony Greco

Me: Possibly.
Friend: Here it is. Please don’t 
smudge it.
Me: Oh, yeah. That’s Corbin’s 
signature all right. You should be 
delighted. 
   Is there a convention for people 
that collect autographs? They must 
do something with them. And who’s 
verifying these autographs? It seems 
too easy to just scribble a bunch of 
names in a book and tell the world 
you have autographs from Moses, 
Leonardo da Vinci, a few Popes, 
Teddy Roosevelt and Madonna.
   Maybe Moses is stretching it a bit 
since everyone knows that the first 
person to ever give autographs was 
John Hancock, insurance salesman 
to our Founding Fathers. It’s been 
said that Hancock would practice 
his signature for hours a day, and 
considered changing his name to 
Hancot so he would have a letter t 
to cross at the end of his name with 
great flourish. (Colonialists had lots 
of free time, as scratch-off lottery 
tickets hadn’t been invented yet.)
   You can tell how important a 

celebrity is by how much time they 
spend signing an autograph. Lesser 
stars make sure they write a nice 
note with good penmanship. Really 
big stars barely touch the pen to 
paper. They sign and hand the book 
back to you as you are handing it to 
them, all the while looking beyond 
you to see if Barbara Walters is 
nearby to do one of her “true soul 
of the individual” interviews.
   It’s quite common for people to 
have a cast from a broken bone 
signed by friends and any rogue 
celebrities found roaming the 
streets. How long can you keep an 
old cast? You may need an opossum 
to guard a valuable old cast in your 
basement. No other nasal-bearing 

person is going to want to go near 
that Soviet-smelling relic after a few 
years, even if it was signed by Elton 
John or the Queen of England – or 
Elton John dressed as the Queen of 
England.
   Many years ago, when I was a 
budding rock star, rhythm guitarist 
and triangle player for the world 
famous Trapezoid, I was asked for 
an autograph at the end of a show. 
And by show I mean the band wore 
bandanas.
   “Why would you want my 
autograph?” I asked this cute and 
embarrassed 14 year old girl.
   “I don’t know,” she said, “because 
you guys were so good.” 
   I knew right then and there that the 
entire autograph game was nothing 
more than a sham to steal away 
the fortunes of the world’s most 
renowned triangle players. I signed 
her napkin, but declined her offer 
to get some fruit punch and discuss 
Scandinavian financial policy.
   I know what you’re thinking. 
You’re thinking, what about signed 
baseballs? They can be worth a lot 

of money, right? Well, to that I say, 
“Shut up!!” 
   How am I supposed to seem 
insightful if you readers are going 
to think of things that disprove what 
I’m saying? It’s just not fair.  I spend 
all this time coming up with reasons 
that autographs are silly and you 
come along and start thinking about 
practical examples to the contrary. 
   Well, I declare that autographs on 
baseballs are goofy too. I will accept 
as my mission in life to prove to the 
world that even baseballs signed by 
the greatest players are no more than 
cork, leather and string with some 
fancy ink on them – not worth more 
than any other baseball. Unless it’s 
the ball Mookie hit through the legs 
of Bill Buckner, signed by the entire 
1986 NY Mets. I would give up all 
the fortunes I collect from writing 
to own that baby.

Anthony enjoys putting words 
together, often to form sentences. 
Anthony is also a part-owner of 
Media Buzz, a NYC marketing 
company. Direct email to him at 

anthonygreco@hotmail.com.

ARLINGTON, VA -- The 16th 
annual Toshiba/National Science 
Teachers Association ExploraVision 
Awards program, one of the world’s 
largest K-12 student science and 
technology competitions, recently 
announced that a team of two 8th 
grade students from the Edgemont 
Jr./Sr. High School in Scarsdale, 
NY, is this year’s regional winning 
team in the 7-9 grade category.  
The students, Mel Maetzener 
and Paul Shin, are one of only 24 
teams chosen as regional winners 
from a total of 4,527 team entries 
submitted to ExploraVision this 
year, representing the participation 
of 14,042 students from the United 
States and Canada.  
   The winning project, titled 
Synthetic Spider Silk Bulletproof 
Vests, is a futuristic version of 
bulletproof vests that are made 
of spider silk, a lightweight and 
durable material. 
   ExploraVision evaluates entrants 

Edgemont Students Win Award in Science and Technology Competitions
Team Advances to Finals in Toshiba/NSTA ExploraVision Awards Program

in six different regions across the 
U.S. and Canada in four grade 
levels. The Edgemont students are 
regional winners in the program’s 
Region 1, which includes 
Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, 
New Hampshire, New York, Rhode 
Island, and Vermont. 
   The ExploraVision program, 
sponsored by Toshiba and 
administered by the National 
Science Teachers Association 
(NSTA), challenges students to 
research scientific principles and 
current technologies as the basis for 
designing innovative technologies 
that could exist in 20 years. Students 
work in teams of two to four, and 
since the program’s inception, almost 
245,000 students have submitted 
entries. This year’s regional 
winning teams envisioned a broad 
range of technological innovations 
with the goal to improve the quality 
of life in the future. Winning ideas 
included a host of potential future 

breakthroughs, ranging from 
solutions for helping human beings 
become better stewards of the 
environment, to breakthroughs that 
could help health care practitioners 
provide patients with new, more 
effective therapies for a variety of 
ailments, to a variety of convenient 
inventions that could enhance the 
quality of life for everyone. 
   Coached by their teacher, Norman 
Silverman, the students from the 
Edgemont Jr./Sr. High School 
envisioned Synthetic Spider Silk 
Bulletproof Vests to provide 
policemen and soldiers with lighter, 
stronger, and non-allergenic body 
protection.  The team researched 
spider silk, specifically from the Orb 
Weaver spider family, a material 
that is lightweight, biodegradable, 
and strong enough to stop a bullet.   
   At the regional level, a panel 
of 68 judges—including science 
educators, scientists and engineers—
evaluated the written entries and 

selected 24 regional winners. The 
projects were judged on innovative 
ideas that combine imagination 
with scientific principles. 
   For the next phase of the 
competition, the winning team, 
along with students from the 
other 23 regional winning teams, 
will create working web sites and 
prototypes of their invention to 
convey their ideas. Eight finalist 
teams will be selected in May 
(four first- and four second-place 
winners). Students on each of the 
four first-place teams will each 
receive a U.S. Savings Bond valued 
at $10,000 at maturity. Students on 
second-place teams will receive a 
U.S. Savings Bond valued at $5,000 
at maturity. First-and second-
place Canadian winning teams 
will each receive Canada Bonds of 
comparable issue price respectively 
(based on current exchange rate at 
time of purchase). All eight finalist 
teams, along with their coaches and 

families, will be invited to attend 
the ExploraVision Gala Awards 
Weekend in Washington, DC in 
June.
   The Tokyo-based Toshiba 
Corporation is a leading innovator 
and diversified manufacturer and 
marketer of advanced electronic 
and electrical products, spanning 
information and communications 
equipment and systems, Internet-
based solutions and services, 
electronic components and 
materials, power systems,  industrial 
and social infrastructure systems, 
and household appliances.
   The Arlington, VA-based National 
Science Teachers Association 
(NSTA) is the largest professional 
organization in the world promoting 
excellence and innovation in science 
teaching and learning. 

For more information or an 
application for 2009, visit www.

exploravision.org or e-mail 
exploravision@nsta.org.

http://www.irishecho.com/newspaper/story.cfm?id=18664
http://www.exploravision.org/
http://www.exploravision.org/
mailto:exploravision@nsta.org
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