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   There was a time when developer 
Bruce Ratner was lauded for paying 
$100 million to buy 
out homeowners 
living within the 
footprint of his 
Atlantic Yards arena. 
Now we learn it was 
New York City who 
paid Bruce Ratner to 
do just that. Bruce 
Ratner was then 
touted as generous, 
even magnanimous, 
by some. According 
to the just-released 
funding agreement 
between New York City and Forest 
City Ratner, the $100 million for 
“land acquisition” that the city set 
aside in 2006 will reimburse the 
developer for the private land he 
bought to assemble the project 
perimeter.
   Will the recently formed New 
Main Street Land Development 
Corporation structure upon which 

Yonkers Tax Dollars 
Payoff for Some;  

Dashes Hope for Others
By Hezi Aris

Deputy Mayor Bill Reagan presides 
as Board Director mimic the 

chicanery perpetrated 
by New York City 
upon the New York 
State taxpayers? Will 
the $24 million that 
was considered an 
intricate aspect of the 
SFC Yonkers Phase 
1 Project, presently 
languishing in 
Albany, ever be 
released to the 
newly formed 
land development 
corporation (LDC) 

formed for just that purpose? Or 
is the initial mission statement for 
receiving the $24 million in funds 
now simply to purchase property 
that abuts or resides within the 
parameters defined by the SFC 
Yonkers Phase I Project to supersede 
the daylighting dimension?  

   During the April 16 debate between 
Hillary Clinton and Barack Obama, 
moderator George 
S t e p h a n o p o u l o s 
brought up “a 
gentleman named 
William Ayers,” 
who “was part 
of the Weather 
Underground in the 
1970s. They bombed 
the Pentagon, the 
Capitol and other 
buildings. He’s never 
apologized for that.” 
S t e p h a n o p o u l o s 
then asked Obama 
to explain his 
relationship with Ayers. Obama’s 
answer: “The notion that somehow 
as a consequence of me knowing 
somebody who engaged in 
detestable acts 40 years ago, when 
I was 8 years old, somehow reflects 
on me and my values, doesn’t make 
much sense, George.” Obama 
was indeed only 8 in early 1970. 
I was only 9 then, the year Ayers’ 
Weathermen tried to murder me.
   In February 1970, my father, a New 
York State Supreme Court justice, 

Fire in the Night
The Weathermen Tried to Kill My Family

By John M. Murtagh

was presiding over the trial of the 
so-called “Panther 21,” members 

of the Black Panther 
Party indicted in a 
plot to bomb New 
York landmarks 
and department 
stores. Early on the 
morning of Feb. 21, 
as my family slept, 
three gasoline-filled 
firebombs exploded 
at our home on 
the northern tip of 
Manhattan, two at 
the front door and 
the third tucked 

neatly under the gas 
tank of the family car. 
I still recall, as though it were a 
dream, thinking that someone was 
lifting and dropping my bed as the 
explosions jolted me awake, and 
I remember my mother pulling 
me from the tangle of sheets and 
running to the kitchen where my 
father stood. Through the large 
windows overlooking the yard, all 
we could see was the bright glow of 
flames below. We didn’t leave our 

CROTON-ON-HUDSON, NY -- 
Fourteen years after it was founded 
in 1994, Historic River Towns of 
Westchester has changed its name 
to Historic Hudson River Towns 
(HHRT) and has invited all the 

Historic River Towns of 
Westchester Goes Regional

At the launch of Historic Hudson River Towns were (l to r) Philip 
Zegarelli, mayor of Sleepy Hollow and chairman of the new group; John 
Chervokas, former supervisor of the Town of Ossining; Martin Ginsburg 

of Ginsburg Development Companies, a corporate supporter of the group; 
and Bob Elliott, former mayor of Croton and Deputy Commissioner of 

NYS Department of State. 

shoreline communities on both 
sides of the river from Westchester-
Rockland to Albany-Rensselaer to 
become members.
   “There are seventy municipalities 

   Over one hundred people signed 
up with the City Clerk’s office to 
place their name on the list of 
speakers who would address the 
Yonkers City 
Council’s Public 
Hearing of April 
29th. Interested 
people came to the 
Yonkers City Hall to 
attend the Public 
Hearing over the SFC 
Yonkers Project. 
Before you knew it, 
the Yonkers City 
Council Chambers 
were filled to capacity 
and the overflow 
filled the Ceremonial Courtroom 
across the hall. Some of the 
handicapped and elderly population 
was dissuaded from ascending the 
four flights to the Public Hearing 
venue when the elevator 
dysfunctioned and acted up 
erratically. Some who arrived onto 
the fourth floor became dissuaded 

Public Hearing Concerning 
SFC Yonkers Project

By Hezi Aris

from staying after learning of the 
long speaking queue. Some decided 
they could not stand throughout the 
duration of the Public Hearing and 

left. The process had 
culled the most fit, or 
some might say the 
seemingly most 
vested in the process. 
The night proved to 
be lengthy; lastly 
until 11:15 p.m., with 
the calling for another 
public hearing for 
May 13. The speakers 
who came to the 
lectern were a 
window into Yonkers 

psyche, and it was telling.   
   After the Pledge of Allegiance, 
spokespeople for AKRF, represented 
the planning consultants hired by 
the Yonkers City Council, fumbled 
their way through a boring, 
innocuous dissertation that seemed 
to last for 20 minutes or longer for 

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- When 
more than l000 people gave Mick 
Huckabee a standing ovation, 
he quipped he 
knew it was not 
Arkansas because 
if they stand there, 
they would have 
left.  Calling New 
Rochelle delightful 
and “picturesque,” 
he said it was a 
perfect setting for 
Iona College.      
   Our government, 
in his view, is 
designed to work 
“within the context 
of law and order.”  Living under the 
premise, “do unto others” as you 
would have them do unto you, 
would cover almost everything.  
Huckabee, former governor of 
Arkansas, and a Republican 
Presidential candidate this year, 
spoke on the topic, “The Pursuit 

Huckabee Addresses Iona 
College’s President’s Club  

By Peggy Godfrey

of the Presidency and the Perfectly 
Insane American Process” on April 
23 at the Iona College Presidential 

Leadership Series.
   Government gets 
costly “when there 
is a breakdown in 
the social order.”  
It’s obvious when 
no one kills or steals 
that it doesn’t cost 
the government a 
lot of money.  But 
with a high crime 
rate, more people 
have to be hired, for 
example, to test for 
drugs.  “Reckless 

behavior” was going to have a 
direct cost upon the rest of society.  
Health care is so disproportional in 
this country that it costs four times 
as much as the defense department.
   He claimed Democrats want to 
fix problems using entitlements 

   Hillary Clinton wasn’t kidding 
when she compared herself to 
Rocky.  She stunned her fellow 
Westchester residents today when 
she held a press conference outside 
her Chappaqua home challenging 
Barack Obama to a boxing match.  
   “Enough already with the war 
of words,” Hillary said. Makeup 
and hairdo intact, she wore shiny 
red, white, and blue boxing trunks, 
a starched white blouse, a navy 
blue blazer, and her usual jewelry.  
She held her body in a boxer’s 
stance, batting her clenched fists 
back and forth at chin level.   “I’m 
ready to take it to the next level,” 
she declared.  “The Dems want a 
knockout punch?  They’ll get it.”      
   Hillary pointed out that everyone 
who is anyone has taken to settling 
differences with their fists. If 

She’s 
Putting Up 
Her Dukes

By Gail Farrelly

YONKERS, NY -- Nikolli 
Mrijaj, son of Yonkers Mayor 
Phil Amicone’s Chief of Staff 
Lisa Mrijaj, until April 24, 2008, 
employed by the City of Yonkers 
since June 20, 2003, was arrested 
for perpetrating an alleged fraud. 
He is alleged to have issued a 
false building permit to construct 
a sidewalk. Normal canvassing 
procedures by City of Yonkers 

Yonkers 
Chief of Staff 
Mrijaj’s Son 

Arrested
Mayor Amicone 
“Disheartened”

WEST NYACK, NY -- NASCAR 
will rev up the Palisades Center 
in West Nyack, N.Y., Saturday, 
May 17th with a free outdoor fan 
event celebrating NASCAR Sprint 
All-Star weekend featuring: Live 
race coverage, race simulators, 
NASCAR stock cars, tire changing 
competitions, NASCAR Sprint Cup 
Series Trophy, games and prizes for 
all ages, Pocono Raceway ticket 
package giveaways and much, 
much more!!  
   You’ll be able to watch the 
NASCAR Sprint All-Star Race 
broadcast LIVE on a 40-foot high 
jumbotron, as well as all the pre-

NASCAR Outdoor Fan 
Festival at the  

Palisades Center

recorded All-Star events.
   The events begin at 12:00 Noon and 
continue until 11:30 pm.  Coverage 
of the NASCAR Sprint All-Star 
Race at Lowe’s Motor Speedway in 
Charlotte, North Carolina, begins 
live on SPEED at 7:00 pm.
   The NASCAR event at the 
Palisades Center in West Nyack, 
New York will take place in the 
south parking lot between two 
main entrances, adjacent to The 
Cheesecake Factory.

For more information, visit the 
http://www.palisadescenter.com 

Website.

VALHALLA,  NY -- On Thursday, 
May 1st, the Westchester/Putnam 
Central Labor Body, AFL-CIO held 
an afternoon vigil to honor workers 
who lost their lives at work in the 
past year. The event was held at 
Kensico Dam, in Valhalla, N.Y., 
where the Central Labor Body 
hopes to build a monument in 
memory of those who have died 
at their workplace. In his speech 

Workers Remembered

Westchester County Executive 
Andrew Spano spoke about how 
apropos placing a memorial for 
workers at Kensico Dam would 
be. He explained that numerous 
workers had died as they built the 
dam before safety precautions were 
in place. 
   The vigil was part of National 
Workers Memorial Day which 
is held annually on April 28th to 
remember those that have died and 
to fight for the health and safety 
of the living. WPCLB president, 
Paul Ryan, pointed out, “Death at 
the workplace is not exclusive to 
those who belong to a union and 
in fact we see year after year more 
and more of our non-union brothers 
losing their lives needlessly due 
to lack of safety precautions at 
their worksite. This year all of the 
workers being remembered were 
non-union workers. That’s one of 
the reasons we fight all the time for 
improved safety standards, training, 
and enforcement of existing OSHA 

http://www.palisadescenter.com
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Like Klockwork

From Page 1

By
Zuri A. Stanback
 www.urbanshout.com

NEW ROCHELLE, NY – Listen 
to the On the Level with Hezi Aris 
call-in program on WVOX-1460 
AM radio this and every Tuesday. 
The show is heard live by way of 
streaming audio technology on your 
computer, from 10:00 am through 
11:00 am. 
   For those who can’t get enough 
radio, consider listening to Hezi 
Aris every Thursday, at 8:30 am, 
as he discusses events impacting 
Westchester politics with Bob 
Marrone, host of Good Morning, 
Westchester. Join Bob Marrone 
every day from 6:00 am through 
9:00 am during your daily commute 
from Monday through Friday.
   The call-in talk show format 
invites your perspective; share your 
thoughts. Call us at 914-636-0110. 
Those who call are asked to please 
stay on topic.

Legal Notices
Legal notices for publication in the  Westchester Times Tribune are accepted  for publication no later than Thursday for the following week’s edition.

WTTLegal@gmail.com

   Will Yonkers ever get to realize the 
promised prospect of becoming a 
tourist destination like Providence, 
Rhode Island, or Austin, Texas? 
While the threat of eminent domain 
looms for some prior to construction 
taking place, will those situated on 
land necessary for the SFC Yonkers 
Phase I imprint become millionaires 
while the rest of us suffer our vision 
for the City of Yonkers atrophying 
into a mere mirage?
    “It is unconscionable and 
indefensible that the city is giving 
$100 million of taxpayers’ money 
to pay for Ratner’s strong-arm real-
estate deals,” said Daniel Goldstein, 

Yonkers Tax Dollars Payoff for 
Some; Dashes Hope for Others

the spokesman for Develop Don’t 
Destroy Brooklyn (who was the 
one resident of 636 Pacific St. 
who did not take Ratner’s buyout). 
Are similar prospects in store for 
Yonkers?
When the city announced its $100-
million deal-sweetener in 2006, it 
was listed on budget documents as 
“land acquisition.”
   “Land acquisition” is now the 
raison d’être for the New Main 
Street Development Corp.? Say it 
isn’t so Deputy Mayor Reagan. Tell 
us it’s simply to be used to daylight 
the Nepperhan River!

To the Editor:
   I read, with interest, Tom 
Bock’s article about the Town of 
Greenburgh “not doing the right 
thing” re: the proposed affordable-
workforce housing proposal in the 
Fulton Park section of Greenburgh. 
I respect Mr. Bock, but differ with 
him on this matter.
   The town and WESTHAB have 
been meeting with Fulton Park 
neighbors to discuss this application 
for a number of months. I believe that 
we are trying to listen to the concerns 
neighbors have. The WESTHAB 
application is being revised for 
the second time, the height of the 
building has been reduced and the 
number of apartments planned 
have also gone down. Additional 
modifications could be made during 
the continuing review process. Prior 
to any approvals being granted 
we will make sure that the police 
dept reviews the traffic concerns 
residents have. Our engineers will 
also review the application to make 
sure that additional construction 
will not have a negative impact on 
flooding in the area.
   This is a good location for 

Letters
workforce housing. This is not 
homeless housing. This is not 
section 8 housing. This is housing 
for working people who are 
starting their careers. The location 
is excellent: near Central Ave and 
Route 119. The apartments will be 
located within walking distance 
of the White Plains train station, 
bus stops, Central Ave & White 
Plains shopping. The proposed 
development is located across 
the street from large commercial 
buildings: STAPLES & VERIZON. 
It is not in the middle of a residential 
neighborhood.  The old building 
used to house homeless individuals. 
Prior to that, the building was a 
seedy hotel.  We are not talking 
about a huge development---there 
will only be 42 apartments
   Westchester needs workforce 
housing. Elected officials need 
to listen to legitimate concerns 
residents have. I think we’re doing 
both and hope that we can all work 
together on this issue.

PAUL FEINER 
Greenburgh Town Supervisor

   Common sense dictates 
that it won’t happen, but 
this fantasy won’t go away. 
   In occasional daydreams, I 
see and hear a politician (male 
in the example cited) making 
a speech something like this: 
   “My fellow Americans,” (an 
o b l i g a t o r y 
opening for 
those seeking to 
acquire or retain 
a rooting position 
at the public 
trough) “I’m 
here to promote 
my candidacy 
for the office of 
(whatever, ranging 
from President 
to Deputy 
Dog Catcher) and I’m 
seeking your support. 
   “Before making that request, 
though, I want to put certain 
information about me on the record, 
so you’ll know what kind of person 
I was before becoming the person I 
purport to be, at least until elected. 
  “While a little boy, I was 
caught pilfering small items of 
merchandise, peeing in side alleys 
and surreptitiously leafing through 
the pages of racy publications. 
   “Later, in my teens, I made contact 
under the clothing of several female 
students, inhaled a controlled 
substance, got poopfaced drunk 
several times on illegally acquired 
booze and lost my virginity in 
the back seat of the family sedan. 
   “I was twice suspended from 
school for disciplinary reasons 
and once for cheating in a Phys Ed 
exam. For reasons I choose not to 
clearly recall, I distributed literature 
for an organization dedicated to the 
abolition of monogamous marriage, 
legalization of jaywalking and the 
overthrow, by violence, if necessary, 
of the College of Cardinals. 
   “During my business career, 
I charged a number of personal 
expenses against taxable income, 
pilfered a substantial quantity of 
office supplies, used questionable 
tactics to gain an edge on 
my competitors, dallied with 
approximately eight female co-
workers and bedded two others. 
   “To the extent that it was practical, 
in good taste and not uncomfortable 
for others, I have made restitution 
and/or apologized for these 
transgressions and repented of 
those that were beyond remedy. 
   “I solemnly assure you that I 

Honest Politician: 
The Quintessential 

Oxymoron?
 

By Joe Klock, Sr.

have not lately engaged in any such 
activities, with the exception of 
my nephew’s recent bachelor party 
and one 24-hour hell-raise during 
a reunion of old Army buddies. 
I promise you that I will not do 
so in the future without promptly 
and publicly confessing to it.” 

   Well, folksies, 
you’re not likely 
to hear a speech 
(or encounter a 
candidate) like 
that this side of 
Oz, but in my 
recurring fantasy, 
the audience and 
I cheer lustily 
and vow to labor 
without rest 
for his election 

to that “whatever” office. 
   Nowadays, the voting public 
has become relatively tolerant 
of boys being boys and fibbers 
fibbers, even when they are in 
positions of awesome power, 
wherein they are, ipso facto, role 
models for our nation’s youth. 
   The near-beatification of JFK, 
despite revelations of his libertine 
behavior, as well as the surprising 
tolerance of Bill Clinton’s prurient 
peccadillos during his years in the 
national spotlight, support my theory 
that voters really can live with far-
less-than-perfect public officials. 
   There were different reportorial 
rules in days of yore. Kennedy 
didn’t have to be forthcoming about 
his past (or completely furtive about 
his current) sextivities - this due to 
the “courtesy clan” which was the 
White House press corps of his era.  
   The same unwritten code of 
permissiveness ruled out publication 
of pictures showing Harry Truman 
belting down healthy slugs of 
his much-favored hard likker.  
  Those were the days before 
discreet journalism was replaced 
by a predatory paparazzi and 24/7 
cable TV, and the lines between 
a traditional press and scum-
sheet tabloids became blurred. 
   Arguably, Clinton could have 
been a bit more frank about his 
past peccadillos and probably 
avoided impeachment proceedings.  
   Aside: Had Wandering Willlie 
also suppressed his fleshly failings, 
he might have entered history as 
the torchbearer for a new genre of 
political leaders. Rather, he’s in 
danger of being best remembered 
as a very bright man with the 
credibility of Pinocchio and 

the morals of a junkyard dog. 
   The hazards of forthright 
disclosure suggest that “honest 
politician” is a classic oxymoron.     
I’m idealistic enough, though, to 
hope that my pipe-dream political 
speech may some day be feasibly 
speakable, opening leadership roles 
to a few good people, the skeletons 
in whose closets now keep their 
hats permanently hung there, 
instead of in the electoral ring. 
  Unless some modification of my 
fantasy enters American political 
life, I wonder where tomorrow’s 
leaders will be found, unless among 
cloistered nuns, Eagle Scouts 
- or, by default,  among current 
wannabees, most of whom elevate 
doublespeak and fake sincerity 
to an unappealing art form. 
  Don’t hold your breath while 
waiting.
 
Freelance wordworker Joe Klock, 

Sr. (joeklock@aol.com) is a 
winter Floridian who summers 
in New Hampshire. More of his 
“Klockwork,” can be found at 

www.joeklock.com.

   If you are bored of education 
in Yonkers, you shouldn’t be. 
Between Easter and Passover the 
Yonkers Board of 
Education (BoE) 
held its meeting. 
Trustees, eight of 
which were present, 
voted unanimously 
for Board Member 
Resolution 08-4-
3738 sponsored by 
the entire Board of 
Trustees present 
and voting. 
   This was an 
amendment to the 
Board of Trustees 
own policy “to 
suspend policy for the terms of office 
of Board Officers beginning in May, 
2008 and continuing through May, 
2009.” How interesting? A review 
of the Board Agenda does not show 
this item. Why? Perhaps because it 

There is Nothing Boring 
about Education in 

Yonkers
By Dr. Ed U. Cator

was planned and agreed upon before 
the meeting to introduce it without 
debate; it was not even discussed or 

explained. So even 
if you were present 
at the meeting, 
or watched it by 
television, you 
wouldn’t know 
what the Trustees 
had up their 
“sleeves.” 
   It seems that 
these unelected 
mayoral appointees 
c i r c u m v e n t e d 
Board Policy 
by revising and 
suspending Board 

Policy, not officially changing it in 
the open procedurally, but rather by 
this “legal” scam. To what end you 
might ask?
   First and foremost, Bernadette 
Dunne, president now for three 

years, wants a fourth year as 
president. Her stake in this goes 
well beyond mere ego. She needs 
to demonstrate a certain power 
and influence at the Yonkers 
BoE to maintain her personal 
operations which include teaching 
for Manhattan College, connecting 
potential students to take her classes 
from inside the Yonkers BoE, and 
bringing education business to 
the college, which maintains her 
employment. In addition, she gets 
to maintain her “iron grip” on 
Superintendent Bernard Pierorazio, 
his staff, as well as keeping the 
Trustees on the “reservation” 

for Mayor Phil Amicone. Not to 
mention that she also gets to promote 
her administrative candidates for 
principals and assisted principals 
throughout the District. Nice, huh! 
Besides, her commitment to the 
Yonkers Public Schools District 
is self-serving. When she attends 
events, she is in and out with a 
“canned” speech. As president, she 
really has no interest in being in the 
public eye. The lower her profile, 
the more she and Mayor Amicone 
like it.
   She and the mayor are very close 
friends. This arrangement suits 
them both fine; as it is the mayor see There’s Nothing Boring Pg. 3

who clearly wants to control the 
Yonkers BoE, and does. She will 
assist him; and he can trust her. The 
rest of the Board of Trustees should 
get the hint, and do as their told; 
and they actually do.
   The circle of intrigue continues 
as Pierorazio likes this dominated 
relationship where each side simply 
smiles at each other vacuously. 
Now the mayor has Dunne and 
Pierorazio in total control.
   This brings us to our ever erstwhile 
Inspector General Philip Zisman. 
His latest report on the Center 
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   “Bless me father, for I have sinned. 
It has been two months since my last 
confession. Since that time, I have 
said curse words about ten times; I 
have told two lies to my friends at 
school; and I have had bad thoughts 
about five times. For these and all 
the sins that I cannot remember, I 
am heartily sorry.” “Bless you my 
son. For your penance, you must 
say five Hail Marys, three Our 
Fathers, and light two candles at 
the altar.” The foregoing is known 
as Confession in the Catholic 
Church. I was baptized a Catholic 
in a little church on the lower east 
side of Manhattan, and attended 
church every week for most of 
my formative years. In addition, 
I attended catechism, a weekly 
religious study program taught by 
nuns who, upon reflection, remind 
me of boot camp drill instructors. 
Father Lynch was tall, thin, and 
very authoritative looking in his 

Weir Only Human: Religion Builds a Healthy Moral Compass
By Bob Weir

long black ecclesiastical garment 
as he conducted Mass each Sunday 
and strode majestically around the 
rundown neighborhood during the 
week, calling on those parishioners 
who had missed more than a week 
of his spiritual guidance at Saint 
Brigid’s. 
   No, this is not going to be 
another one of those dreadful 
stories of sexual abuse by a priest. 
My experiences with the Catholic 
Church have been nothing less than 
salutary. Without the direction and 
positive influences my siblings and 
I received all those years, we might 
have become permanent residents 
of the state at an early age, as did 
many others we knew. Furthermore, 
if it weren’t for that little church 
on the corner of 8th Street and 
Avenue B, we would have gone 
hungry many times. The debt we 
owe to that institution can never be 
repaid because it continues to pay 

dividends to us 
in the form of a 
well-developed 
c o n s c i e n c e 
and a superego 
that provides a 
healthy moral 
compass. My 
heart goes out 
to those victims 
who were misfortunate enough 
to cross paths with the very small 
percentage of pedophiles that 
masquerade as servants of God.  
   They must be weeded out and 
prosecuted like any other child 
abuser. Those who have protected 
them are equally guilty because 
that protection has allowed them to 
continue their disgusting behavior. 
There is no crime more destructive 
to the psychological and emotional 
health of a child than to be a victim 
of an adult with a perverted sense of 
sexual gratification. But when the 

adult is also the 
premier symbol 
of trust and faith, 
the damage is 
i n c a l c u l a b l e . 
HBO comedian 
Bill Maher’s 
insult to Pope 
Benedict was 
way out of line, 

but it does make the point that the 
church hierarchy knew about some 
of the abuse and did little to punish 
the offenders.   
Yes, there are bad people in every 
large organization, religion, club, 
and fraternity. However, when 
those bad people are discovered, 
especially when it involves the 
abuse of children, we must do more 
than pray about it, as one Cardinal 
advised us to do. Moreover, the 
Pope, as the highest authority in 
the Christian world, has a duty 
to the overwhelming majority of 

decent, conscientious, God fearing 
disciples of the church, as well as 
to a multitude of victims yet to be 
abused, to defrock those pitiful 
cretins who prey upon children and 
begin to restore the reputation of 
a religion that took 2000 years to 
build. 
   At the same time, detractors of the 
Catholic Church should not use this 
moment in history, as devastating 
as it is, to “get” the church for past 
disagreements over policy. It’s 
times like this, when the giant is 
wounded and losing blood that the 
pusillanimous purveyors of anti-
Christian doctrine attempt to move 
in for the kill. This is not about 
abortion, homosexuality, divorce, 
or capital punishment, and it would 
be unwise to use abused children 
as leverage in an attempt to topple 
an entire orthodoxy. Hundreds 
of millions of Catholics, and a 
billion other Christians worldwide 

continue to benefit from the 
religious traditions that survived 
the ages and contributed mightily to 
the building of a civilized society. 
Priests are not the only ministers 
of faith who have been accused of 
pedophilia, therefore Catholicism 
shouldn’t be scapegoated. The 
blame lies in the individual actions 
of a few twisted people who used 
the cloak of sanctity as a shield for 
obscenity. 

Bob Weir’s seven (7) published 
novels, “Murder in black and 

white,” “City to die for,” “Powers 
that be,” “Ruthie’s Kids,” “Deadly 

to love,” “Short stories of life 
and death,” and “Out of sight,” 
are available at Barnes & Noble, 

Amazon.com, Books-a-million, and 
other major online book sellers.

There is Nothing Boring about Education in Yonkers

of Continuing Education (CCE) 
scandal was worthy of a comedy 
club routine, reminiscent of Chief 
Inspector Jacques Clouseau and 
The Pink Panther. Maybe Colombo 
should be our next I.G.
 (Download IG_report_on_Center_
of_Continuing_Education.pdf.)
   This is were I.G. Zisman is publicly 
awakened to something going on at 
the Yonkers BoE and makes sure, 

as he always does, to gallop into 
the situation post haste, and then 
he comes to a full stop. By the time 
he does, the snails have beaten him 
out. If seeking re-appointment is so 
important to Mr. Zisman – please, 
quit now. I.G. Zisman’s report 
deserves to be investigated. Why 
he could not see or find what had 
taken place at CCE among the main 
protagonists: Pierorazio, Whelan, 

Dunne, Amicone, and the Yonkers 
Chamber of Commerce, goes to the 
basis of the cover up. The Inspector 
General report goes directly to 
demeaning the Department of 
the Inspector General. Inspector 
General Zisman went after Petrone 
for hiring a future family member, 
yet when a million dollars goes 
missing, he can’t find a clue, much 
less a smoking gun. Either he does 

his job or he must resign.
   The reason the money is missing 
allegedly sits before Pierorazio, who 
has been its supervisor for years, 
all while protecting Mr. Charlie 
Whelan, in running a special office. 
Bernie protects Charlie, and Charlie 
protects Bernie.  This is the original 
“old boys club.” Not to mention that 
Mr. Whelan was the president of the 
Yonkers Council of Administrators 

(YCA) during this time and is still 
their active consultant. 
   So what happens? The mayor 
knowing this scandal was 
eventually to unfold, had Pierorazio 
“wipe out” the program and Whelan 
abruptly retires his position. Poof, 
all gone; not a trace. Yet Whelan 
comes back, and now continues his 
employ in another capacity, one in 
which he advises Superintendent 

Pierorazio. This “new relationship” 
gives new meaning to the word 
“moxie.” Meanwhile, Dunne will 
get her fourth term as president. 
Unbelievable!
   All this is the politics of the kind 
Mayor Amicone promised Yonkers 
wouldn’t have to suffer any more.
   It is my understanding that Yonkers 
Tribune Editor Hezi Aris twice asked 
Yonkers BoE Communications 
officer Eric Schoen for a copy of 
Board Member Resolution 08-4-
3738. Jerilynne Fierstein chose 
not to take the initial inquiry from 
Mr. Aris, assigning it instead to 
Schoen. Schoen has not yet sent the 
information requested. Keep it up 
guys, you’re doing a great job for 
“our children.”
   Where are the PTA, YFT, DA, The 
Journal News, and Cable News 12 
when you need them?

soccer dads, actors, hockey players, 
basketball players, and motorists can 
do it, why not politicians?  
   “Fighting is the good old 
American way,” she said, adding, 
“I know the American people 
will approve.  After all, think of 
the American Revolution. How 
did we get rid of those pesky 
Brits? By making nice? No way. 
We fought them, that’s how.”  
   Bill Clinton, standing at his wife’s 
side, said he is totally supportive 
of her decision to fight, saying that 
she has an “awesome” right hook. 
Rubbing his jaw, he admitted that he 
was able to experience it ‘up close 
and personal’ on many occasions.  
“Especially lately,” he added.   
   Daughter Chelsea, filming the 
press conference (clips were later 

She’s Putting Up Her Dukes
posted to YouTube), said that she 
will serve as her mother’s manager 
and wardrobe consultant for the 
boxing event.  Pointing down 
at her mother’s navy blue pumps, 
she laughed nervously and 
admitted, “They just gotta go.”  
   Mike (“Go for the Ear”) Tyson 
was later spotted arriving at the 
Clinton campaign headquarters, 
although he denied serving as 
an advisor.  Taking no chances, 
however, the Obama camp plans on 
having its candidate wear special 
“ear guards” during the boxing 
bout.  An anonymous source reports 
that Barack was at first resistant to 
wearing the ear guards.  That is, 
until he gleefully announced an 
alternate use for them:  “At least 
during the bout I won’t have to 

listen to her constant yakking.”  
   The Clinton-Obama match will 
take place at the Westchester 
County Center as a Pay-Per-View 
event on several cable channels. 
“He’s a wimp.  She’ll cream him,” 
say Hillary’s supporters. “Sure he’s 
a good speaker.  Who cares?  Let’s 
see how well he can talk with his 
fists.” 
 

Gail Farrelly, a Yonkers 
resident, is the author of three 

mystery books.  Her short story 
“Even Steven,” a finalist for a 

Derringer award last year, is now 
available on audio at www.Sniplits.
com. Gail shares a Website (www.
FarrellySistersOnline.com) with 
her sister Rita, also a mystery 

author.

and social benefits, while 
Republicans want to be financially 
prudent.  One solution is to 
strengthen the family.  The 
breakdown of our social fabric is 
what is making taxes so high.  
   He addressed his well behaved 
student audience by stating they 
have more at stake in the next 
election because of the many years 
they face in the future.  There is a 
need for jobs and a strong economy 
that will encourage work and 
productivity.  
   Feeling incredibly blessed to be 
an American and able to run for 
President, Huckabee felt we have an 
obligation to leave our country better 
than we found it. The Constitution 
is not a living, changing document 
but a social contract written in 

Huckabee Addresses Iona’s President’s Club
From Page 1

stone that should not be changed 
casually.  He cited the need to 
protect marriage between a man 
and a woman and to ban abortions.  
While quoting, “life, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness,” Huckabee, 
who was an ordained Baptist 
minister, commented that the 
pro-life movement has failed to 
communicate “that life has value and 
worth and should be protected.”  
   In the question and answer 
period, during which some 
students identified themselves as 
conservatives, Huckabee continued 
to emphasize how social costs 
would increase as the social fabric 
of the culture breaks down.  Political 
action committees that want to help 
conservative causes must realize 
that “who frames the issue” and 

debate, controls the election.  
   Rich Petriccione, Vice President for 
Advancement and External Affairs, 
said the college was pleased to have 
Governor Huckabee speak at Iona 
College. His remarks were both 
stimulating and thought-provoking.  
The Presidential Leadership Series 
is a signature program at Iona 
– the fact that more than 1,000 
students, faculty and community 
residents came speaks to the 
program’s prominence. The college 
is looking forward to welcoming 
future speakers to Iona.

• 2008 Crawfish Fest May 30th-
June 1st “New Orleans music, food, 
crafts, all very childen friendly!”  
Sussex County Fairgrounds 
Augusta, NJ
• Fans of the Annual Crawfish 
Fest will want to take note of new 
additions to this year’s annual 
event—Michael Arnone’s 19th 
Annual Crawfish Fest—which will 
be held Friday, May 30 through 
Sunday, June 1 at the Sussex County 
Fairgrounds in Augusta, NJ
Music Line Up
   This year’s music lineup is the 
strongest in the festival’s history, 
covering New Orleans funk, R&B, 
rock, Cajun, Zydeco, and brass 
band styles along with great blues 
and jam band special guests who 
will perform on four stages. The 
special Friday evening performance 
will be on the intimate Delta Music 
Experience Stage, limited to 
campers and King Crawfish Krewe 
ticket holders only. Headlining that 
show is the Radiators, one of the 
greatest rock bands in New Orleans 
history. Donna The Buffalo, the 
popular jam band steeped in 
Appalachian country music, reggae 
and Cajun roots, and boogie-woogie 
piano king Mitch Woods.  
   Saturday performance venues 
include the Main Stage, Delta 
Music Experience Pavilion Stage, 
the barn-like Dance Hall with its 
2,400 square foot wooden dance 
floor borrowed from the Rhythm 
and Roots Festival in Ninigret , RI 
and the Kids Stage that features 
music and storytelling. Legendary 
kings of New Orleans funk, The 
Funky Meters, tops Saturday’s 

19th Annual Crawfish Fest
By Bob Putignano

bill. Funky Meters bassist Porter 
& keyboardist Art Neville are co-
founders of the legendary Meters.  
Also billed is Grammy nominated 
guitarist/vocalist Tab Benoit,  Keith 
Frank & The Soileau Zydeco Band, 
Donna The Buffalo, Louisiana 
legends Guitar Shorty, Roddie 
Romero & the Hub City All Stars, 
Mitch Woods and The Rocket 88’s, 
Leroy Thomas and The Zydeco 
Roadrunners, and Little Freddie 
King and Swingset Mamas. 
   Topping Sunday’s lineup is one 
of the greatest composers and band 
leaders in New Orleans ’ history; 
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame’s Allen 
Toussaint, who will lead a big band 
through his classic compositions. 
The bill also includes Bonerama 
the innovative brass/rock band, 
The Nappy Brown Orchestra, 
Railroad Earth, more Zydeco 
from Keith Frank & The Soileau 
Zydeco Band, Leroy Thomas 
and the Zydeco Roadrunners and 
Louisiana’s answer to Tina Turner, 
“Zydeco sweetheart” Rosie Ledet, 
the incredible “sacred steel” multi-
guitar sound of the Lee Boys, Little 
Freddie King, Louisiana Red, and 
more enlightened kids music from 
Swingset Mamas. Arnone says, 
“This will be our biggest production 
ever, with 36 musical sets on 4 
stages over 3 days.” 
Food Items for 2008
   John Ed Laborde of Panaroma  
Foods from Marksville, La. will 
serve up Crawfish Bread, Sausage 
Bread, Shrimp Creole, BBQ’d 
Shrimp and Crawfish Cakes. 
Biker Bob Guilbeau of Prejean’s 
Restaurant in Lafayette, La. will 

simmer his famous Duck, Pheasant 
and Andouille Gumbo.   “We will 
have the most extensive Louisiana 
and New Orleans menu that we 
have ever had,” adds Arnone. 
“All year our festival crowd looks 
forward to the five tons of live 
Louisiana crawfish boiled by the 
Crawfish Krewe in our custom-
made stainless steel crawfish rig.”   
Guests will enjoy Crawfish Pie, 
Crawfish Etouffee, Grilled Alligator 
Sausage, Crawfish, Oyster, Shrimp 
or Catfish Po-boys, Chicken/
Sausage Jambalaya, Southern Fried 
Chicken and the other great dishes 
that include BBQ’d pulled pork 
sandwiches and Crawfish Mara.  
Raw Oysters on the Half-shell are 
back  Vegetarian dishes include 
Fried Mixed Veggies, Onion Rings, 
and Grilled Portabella Mushrooms 
on wheat buns and Red Beans 
with Rice.  The Buckner Family 
of Louisiana will be rolling out 
the Beignets and serving coffee, 
Pecan Pie and other Louisiana 
treats. Refresh yourself with a fruit 
cup, fresh squeezed lemonade, 
snowballs or ice cream. Ice-cold 
adult beverages will be available, 
too.
Louisiana Crafts
   Returning favorites include The 
African Art Trader and Ashley’s 
French Market. This year, Rosetree 
Glass Studio and Gallery of New 
Orleans joins us as a featured craft 
vendor. Beading on The Bayou will 
join us from Madisonville, LA.
Enter to Win
   The Crawfish Fest will give away 
a customized guitar autographed by 
the 2008 Performers to one lucky 

winner.  Folks 18 years or older can 
register to win by entering their e-
mail address and name on www.
crawfishfest.com. No purchase 
necessary and the winner need not 
be present to win. The winner will 
be announced on June 10th, 2008. 
Advance Tickets Now Available 
for Purchase Online
   All Advance Tickets are now 
available online on the website 
www.CrawfishFest.com  Single 
Day $30, Group $25. A group is a 
minimum of 10 adults per day. Sat/
Sun 2-day combo tickets are $55.00.  
Tickets are only good for the day 
on which they were purchased. 
Free parking, no pets, no recording 
devices and all sales are final.

Bob Putignano Radio host of the 
Sounds of Blue, Monday’s (6-9am) 
& Wednesday’s (9am-1pm) on 89.1 
WFDU.  www.SoundsofBlue.com.

RIVERDALE, NY -- On 
Wednesday, June 4, at 7:30 p.m., 
A Trumpet in the Wadi, a film in 
Hebrew, Arabic, and Russian, with 
English subtitles will be shown.
   Based on the novel by leading 
Israeli author Sami Michael, the 
film tells the story of Thirty-year-
old Huda (Khawlah Hag-Debsy) 
who lives with her Christian-
Arab family in the Wafi section 
of the coastal city of Haifa, Israel, 
and has embraced her Israeli 
surroundings by immersing herself 
in its culture. However, her world 
is turned upside down when an 

Israeli/Russian Movie and Tea Reception

eccentric Russian Jew named Alex 
(Alexander Senderovich) moves 
into her apartment building. A 
diminutive, hairy, and none-too-
attractive musician who enjoys 
practicing his trumpet late into 
the evening, Alex is instantly 
smitten with Huda and begins to 
persistently woo his new neighbor 
— who is not totally immune to his 

quirky charms. Despite both of their 
family’s strong objections, Huda 
and Alex gradually fall in love with 
one another as they muddle their 
way through a new romance and 
come to terms with their disparate 
backgrounds. ~ Ryan Shriver, All 
Movie Guide
   The movie will be followed by a 
Russian and Israeli tea and dessert 
reception and live music by local 
Russian Jewish musicians.  Tickets 
are $5 and can be purchased 
online (with no service charge) at 
 www.RiverdaleY.org. 

http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/yonkers_tribune/files/ig_report_on_center_of_continuing_education.pdf
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/yonkers_tribune/files/ig_report_on_center_of_continuing_education.pdf
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/yonkers_tribune/files/ig_report_on_center_of_continuing_education.pdf
http://www.FarrellySistersOnline.com
http://www.FarrellySistersOnline.com
http://www.crawfishfest.com
http://www.crawfishfest.com
http://www.CrawfishFest.com
http://www.SoundsofBlue.com
http://www.riverdaley.org/
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The Fine Print
By Lisa Fine 

Teatown’s Nature-Friendly 
Plant Sale
Teatown Lake Reservation’s 
spring tradition - their popular 
two-day plant sale – the 
“Nature-Friendly Plant Sale & 
Workshops” will be held rain or 
shine on Friday May 9 from 4 to 
7 pm and Saturday May 10 from 
9 am to 2 pm at Teatown, 1600 
Spring Valley Road in Ossining. 
The sale will feature unique 
and hard-to-find varieties of 
perennials, annuals, hanging 
baskets, container plantings, 
herbs and vegetables with a 
special section highlighting 
native plants and wildflowers to 
our area. Plant enthusiasts will 
want to take advantage of the 
First Pick Sale on Friday (5/9) 
for an admission fee of $5 per 
person. The Plant Sale continues 
on Saturday, May 10th, from 
9 am to 2 pm. Admission to 
Saturday’s sale and workshops 
are free. Info: 914 762-2912 x 
110 and www.teatown.org. 

Congratulations Barry! 
Barry Liebman (pictured right), 
Executive Producer and Artistic 
Director of the Yorktown Stage, 
will be presented a Cab Calloway 
Lifetime Achievement Award 
at the Westchester Broadway 
Theatre on Monday May 19, 

2008. The ceremony will 
recognize his dedication and 
contribution to the performing 
arts in Westchester County. 
[Cab Calloway was a resident 
of Elmsford, NY for over 34 
years, with a career spanning 
more than six decades, and is 
remembered for his work on 

stage, film, television, in the 
recording industry and High De 
Ho!] Entertainment will follow 
the ceremony and feature John 
Treacy Egan (Star of “The 

Producers” on Broadway, 
now featured in “The Little 
Mermaid”) and his Broadway 
friends. The cost of the evening 
is $50 and Jenna’s Dream 
Foundation has been selected 
as one of the beneficiaries of 
the event. Jenna’s Dream is a 
recognized 501(c)(3) charitable 
corporation, providing 
scholarships, both to high school 
seniors continuing a course of 
study in the performing arts 
in college  and at risk children 
who wish to attend summer 
camp. Yorktown Stage is located 
at 1974 Commerce Street. Info: 
914 962-0606. 

Realty Office Moves   
The Mark Seiden Real Estate 
Team and El Sueño Americano 
Real Estate have moved their 
offices to 1238 Pleasantville 
Road in Briarcliff Manor. 
Info: 914 762-2200 and www.
homeman.net.  

To submit information for The 
Fine Print, please send emails to 
TheFinePrintNY@verizon.net, call 
914 243-9761, or visit the www.
LisaFineCommunications.com 
Website. Lisa Fine is owner of LF 
Communications, Inc. some of 
whose clients may be mentioned on 
occasion. 

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- Tim 
McVey, custom flower designer for 
Sutton Florist in New Rochelle says 
that orders for Mothers Day flowers 
have been steady since the end of 
April.
   According to the Society of 
American Florists, mixed bouquets 
of fresh flowers, such as the 
arrangement of lilacs, peonies, and 
hydrangeas, that McVey is pictured 
working on, account for the most 
popular choices for mothers. 
Mother’s Day sales are expected to 
reach $2 billion.  
   “I’m more than willing to work the 
long overtime hours for a piece of 
that pie,” quipped McVey.  Sutton 
Florists delivers flowers throughout 
the Tri-State area and can be reached 
at 914-235-6565.

Getting Ready for a $2 Billion Day!

MILLWOOD, NY -- Originally 
known as the Plumbing & 
Mechanical Contractors Association 
of the Hudson Valley, the Millwood-
based organization that is dedicated 
to creating an environment of 
growth and professional harmony 
for its members and their clients 
will now be known as the Hudson 
Valley Mechanical Contractors 
Association, it was announced by 
Executive Director, Patricia E. 
Ploeger.
   “Our new name and new logo 
more closely reflect the business 
of our members – their strength, 
commitment and dependability 
– and align us more strongly with 
our national organization,” Ploeger 
said. “We believe these changes 
position us and our membership for 
the future growth we anticipate.”          
   The redesigned logo, see attached, 
powerfully expresses the nature 
of the group while depicting the 

Plumbing & Mechanical Contractors 
Association of the Hudson Valley 

Announces Name Change  
and New Logo

geographic reach of the association 
with its graphic representation of 
the Hudson River, Ploeger added.            
   Hudson Valley Mechanical 
Contractors Association (MCA), 
serving two dozen leading 
contracting firms in Westchester, 
Putnam, Dutchess and Ulster 
counties, has been dedicated for 
nearly 60 years to promoting best 
practices and professional standards, 
on-time job completion, and quality 
performance for its member heating, 
cooling and plumbing contractors. 
The MCA accomplishes its mission 

through ongoing education of its 
members, close partnership with 
Plumbers & Steamfitters Local 
21, and advocacy on such issues 
as workers’ compensation, OSHA 
reform, public bidding laws and 
state building codes. As part of its 
commitment to the community, 
the MCA offers grants to area non-
profits, scholarships to mechanical 
engineering students, and 
sponsorships of charitable events. 

To learn more about the 
Hudson Valley Mechanical 
Contractors Association, 
call Patricia E. Ploeger 

at 914-762-1016
 or go to the

 www.pmcahudsonvalley.org 
Website, which will soon be revised 

to reflect the organization’s new 
name and logo.

MECHANICAL
CONTRACTORS
ASSOCIATION

HUDSON VALLEY

burning house for fear of who might 
be waiting outside. The same night, 
bombs were thrown at a police 
car in Manhattan and two military 
recruiting stations in Brooklyn. 
Sunlight, the next morning, revealed 
three sentences of blood-red graffiti 
on our sidewalk: Free the Panther 
21; The Viet Cong have won; Kill 
the pigs. 
For the next 18 months, I went to 
school in an unmarked police car. 
My mother, a schoolteacher, had 
plainclothes detectives waiting 
in the faculty lounge all day. My 
brother saved a few bucks because 
he didn’t have to rent a limo for the 
senior prom: The NYPD did the 
driving. 
   In many ways, the enormity of 
the attempt to kill my entire family 
didn’t fully hit me until years later, 
when, a father myself, I was tucking 
my own 9-year-old John Murtagh 

Fire in the Night
into bed. 
   Though no one was ever caught or 
tried for the attempt on my family’s 
life, there was never any doubt who 
was behind it. Only a few weeks 
after the attack, the New York 
contingent of the Weathermen blew 
themselves up making more bombs 
in a Greenwich Village townhouse. 
   As the association between Obama 
and Ayers came to light, it would 
have helped the senator a little if 
his friend had at least shown some 
remorse. 
   But listen to Ayers interviewed in 
The New York Times on Sept. 11, 
2001, of all days: “I don’t regret 
setting bombs. I feel we didn’t do 
enough.” 
   Though never a supporter of 
Obama, I admired him for a 
time for his ability to engage our 
imaginations, and especially for 
his ability to inspire the young 

once again to embrace the political 
system. Yet his myopia in the last 
few months has cast a new light on 
his “politics of change.” 
   Nobody should hold the junior 
senator from Illinois responsible 
for his friends’ and supporters’ 
violent terrorist acts. But it is fair to 
hold him responsible for a startling 
lack of judgment in his choice of 
mentors, associates and friends, 
and for showing a callous disregard 
for the lives they damaged and the 
hatred they have demonstrated for 
this country. 

John M. Murtagh is a practicing 
attorney, an adjunct professor 

of public policy at the Fordham 
University College of Liberal 

Studies and a member of the city 
council in Yonkers, New York, 

where he resides with his wife and 
two sons.

   According to a recent survey 
referred to on www.careerbuilder.
com, as many as 45% of U.S. 
workers say they would change 
their career if they could.  If you are 
considering a career change, here 
is a plan of action that you should 
follow. 
Ask yourself, “Do I really need 
to change careers, or perhaps, in 
reality, just my job?” In many cases, 
changing your job, but staying in 
the same career, could suffice.  You 
really need to consider whether it’s 
your current job/work environment 
that is dissatisfying, or your career 
choice. Perhaps you can even 
stay with the same employer in a 
different capacity.
Assess yourself – If you do decide 
to change careers, you should do 
some self-assessments.  You can 
do this online; however, for a more 
complete and professional guidance 
through this process, consider hiring 
a professional career counselor. (See 
“When to Hire a Career Counselor” 
in this newspaper, 9-13-07)
A) Values – Assess your values 
with this brief online survey 
(free) and print the results.  www.
stewartcoopercoon.com/jobsearch/
career-values 
B) Interests – Assess your interests 
(free) at www.nycareerzone.
org, and follow the links to 
“Assess Yourself”.  For a much 
more comprehensive interests 
assessment, and just a $9.95 fee, 
go to www.self-directed-search.
com to complete John Holland’s 
Self-Directed Search, and print the 
results.
C) Skills – Go to www.ONetcenter.
org/skills, and complete (free) the 
brief skills survey and then you will 
learn some possible career choices.  
Also, read more about “Transferable 
skills” at www.monster.com, 
because the more transferable skills 
you will be utilizing in your next 
career, the easier the transition will 
be.

Making a Successful Career Change
By Andy Wainer

D) Personality Type – Learn 
truly fascinating information about 
yourself by taking the Myers Briggs 
Type Indicator (MBTI), online at 
www.mbticomplete.com. ($59.95) 
You should first discover what the 
MBTI is and how it is used before 
you do this, which you can do on 
the same site.
3. Research – At this point you 
should have one or more possible 
career paths to consider.  It is time 
for research, which involves steps 
3 and 4. First is online research.  
Begin with the Occupational 
Outlook Handbook (free) (www.
bls.gov/oco). Here you can learn 
just about everything you need 
to about virtually any job/career.  
Career Zone, referenced above, is 
also good, and you can find more 
info on the web too.  Pay particular 
attention to Education, Training 
and Skills needed to make a career 
change; often, (but not always) 
further education and training is 
necessary.
4. Informational Interviewing – 
Now you need to find at least one or 
two people working in the career(s) 
you are considering.  To learn what 
questions to ask at an informational 
interview, go to quintcareers.com/
informational_interviewing.html 
and read the terrific articles.
5. Take Stock of Real-Life Factors 

– What is your family situation? 
Have you discussed this with your 
partner/spouse/family? Will you 
be taking a cut in salary? Are you 
really ready, willing and able to 
go back to school? How are you 
finances overall? Are you motivated 
enough to go through this process? 
Are you prepared, if necessary, 
to relocate? Have you researched 
the job listings for the job/career 
you are considering? Be sure to 
seriously consider these questions 
and others.
6. Consider Volunteering – Many 
people who make a career change 
spend some time volunteering in the 
new career field to learn first-hand 
about the job and whether or not 
it could be a good “fit”. There are 
many advantages to volunteering 
– read more at www.quintcareers.
com/volunteering/html
7. Create a Plan of Action – Now 
that you have chosen a new career 
path, you need to create a specific, 
action-oriented, timetable/plan of 
action.  For guidance, go to www.
wikihow.com/Set-Goals.  
8. Consider using a “Functional 
Skills” resume.  Many career 
changers use this resume format 
because it highlights your functional 
skills first and foremost, which is 
key in a career change.  Learn more 
at quintcareers.com/functional_
resume.html   
Learn more about career change at 
quintcareers or monster on the web.  
Again, hiring a professional career 
counselor can be very helpful, but 
you have the basics here! Best 
wishes for success! 

Andy Wainer owns his own 
Career Counseling and Coaching 
business, Career-Power. (www.
career-power.com) Andy also 
works as a Career Counselor 
for the NYS Dept. of Labor/

Westchester Employment Center at 
120 Bloomingdale Rd. in WP. E-

mail Andy at 
 andy@careeer-power.com.  
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Like a good neighbor, State Farm iS there.®

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

Car + Home =

BIG SAVINGS
See me for Car and Home Insurance and save.

P058005  03/05

Corey A Anthony Agcy Inc

, AKC Registered 
English Bulldog, French Bulldog, English Mastiff,  

Bull Mastiff, American Eskimo, Papilon, 
Boxer,Yorkshire Terrier,  

with 1 year health certificate,  
Price: $580

Contact: jessy_jefferson@hotmail.com
Enclose your: Name, Address,  

Country of Residence, Phone Number
Thank You

MOUNT PLEASANT, NY -- One 
of the most surprising and inspiring 
fundraising aspects in the community 
of Mount Pleasant did not come 
from a wealthy businessperson or 
prominent politician, but an 8-year-
old girl named Ileana Katzman, of 
Hawthorne, NY. Ileana donated 
money to the Grace Church 
Community Center, Inc. (GCCC) 
Soup Kitchen which she raised by 
asking sixteen of her friends, who 
were invited to her birthday party 
at the Westchester Skating Rink on 
April 3rd, to make a contribution in 
lieu of a gift.  Proud parents, Sheri 
and Steven Katzman matched the 
funds and a grand total of $1,000 
was presented on April 24th to 
Sister Alice Conrad, Supervisor of 
the Soup Kitchen.  
   “I decided that since I had so many 
toys and games, it would be nice to 
get my friends to bring something 
different for my birthday that would 
help others,” Ileana said.  So in lieu 
of gifts, she asked for money and 
food donations on her invitation.    
   “People probably think that an 8-
year old can’t make a difference, but 
by doing this now, she is showing 
others how it can be done,” said 
Sister Alice Conrad.  
   The Soup Kitchen provides over 
20,000 free, nutritious meals each 
year from its location in the Parish 

Eight-Year-Old Ileana Katzman is Inspiring Soup 
Kitchen Donor from Mt. Pleasant

Ileana Katzman (child) handing $1,000 check to Sister Alice Conrad (L), 
supervisor of the Grace Church Community Center Soup Kitchen in White 

Plains, while Sheri Katzman, Ileana’s mom looks on.

Hall at Grace Church Community 
Center’s Soup Kitchen in White 
Plains, NY. Every weekday from 
10:30 – 12 pm, Grace Church 
serves meals. This year, a total of 
860 clients received approximately 
14,000 meals including 2,600 
holiday meals and 2,800 take-
away meals.  They are grateful to 
the volunteers who donated and 
prepared food and helped serve 
at their Soup Kitchen throughout 
the year and especially during the 
holiday season.
   Although Westchester County 

is one of the nation’s wealthiest 
communities, there are a growing 
number of men, women, and 
children here who face poverty 
each day.
   Unemployment and 
underemployment are the leading 
causes of hunger and homelessness, 
but the high housing costs are 
also a significant factor.  Working 
families, as well as those living 
at or below the poverty level, 
struggle to pay for food, housing, 
transportation and other basic 
necessities and increasingly find 

themselves in need of assistance to 
make ends meet.  
   “We are so proud of her, and wish 
to thank her friends and parents for 
their support” said Sheri Katzman, 
Ileana’s mom.  “She did this for her 
7th birthday, but to do it again for 
her 8th is really something,” said 
Mrs. Katzman.   
   Ileana’s a role model to her friends 
and fellow school-mates at the 
Hawthorne Elementary School in 
Mt. Pleasant so they can be aware 
and be able to give back.  
Sister Alice Conrad and the Grace 
Church Community Center, Inc. 
are very grateful to Ileana and her 
parents for such a generous gift and 
extend best wishes to Ileana for a 
very Happy Birthday.  

Grace Church Community 
Center, Inc. (GCCC) is a non-

sectarian, community-based 501 
( c ) (3) organization that assists 

Westchester County’s neediest and 
most at-risk residents, particularly 

those who are underserved by 
existing resources.  It is one of the 

largest social services agencies 
in Westchester County and has 
been fulfilling its mission since 

1979 through the operation of nine 
community-based programs. The 

agency strives to turn no one away. 

laws.” 
   The names of those who had 
died on the job in the past year 
from Westchester and Putnam 
County were read aloud by Michael 
Carriere of IUPAT  D.C. Local # 9, 
while Louis Bousche of Yonkers 
Firefighters, IAFF Local # 628, rang 
a fire bell after each name. The bell 
was wrung this year for: Gregory 
S. Bresnen, Gabriella Garin, 
George Leak, Piotr Pyzara, John 
C. Rocco, Pablo Temempaquay, 
Manuel Villeda, and Walter Yuri. 
The bell was then rung three times 
remembering those who had died 
in current military service. The 
Sword of Light Bagpipe Band of 
International Browtherhood of 
Electrical Workers (IBEW), Local 
# 3, played a tribute to the deceased 
workers on the bagpipes. 
   Karen Magee, Secretary/Treasurer 
of the Westchester/Putnam Central 
Labor Body and Chairman of 
the event, spoke about the fact 
that when workers left for work 
in the morning they expected to 
be coming home that evening to 
spend time with their families, to 
read or to merely relax. They did 
not expect to die. She called upon 
legislators and the public to demand 

Workers Remembered
laws be passed that would protect 
workers and stop these senseless 
deaths. Karen thanked all the union 
members who on National Workers 
Memorial Day, April 28th, had 
cared enough about worker safety 
to go to train stations and grocery 
stores to pass out more than 12,000 
pieces of literature informing the 
public about the importance of 
worker training and enforcing 
worker safety laws. 
   Besides fellow union members, 
the following elected officials 
attended the vigil: State Senators 
Andrea Stewart-Cousins and Suzi 
Oppenheimer; Assemblypersons 
George Latimer and Sandra Galef; 
Mount Vernon Mayor Clinton 
Young; and  County Legislators 
Jose Alvardo, William Burton, 
Kenneth Jenkins, Judy Myers, 
Vito Pinto, William Ryan , Peter 
Harkham, and Lyndon Williams; 
County Executive Andy Spano; 
Westchester District Attorney Janet 
DiFiore; Westchester County Clerk 
Tim Idoni; Yonkers City Council 
President Chuck Schorr Lesnick; 
Tuckahoe Trustee Clare Gorman; 
White Plains Common Councilmen 
Glenn Hockley.

MOUNT VERNON, NY -- Mount 
Vernon Mayor Clinton I. Young, 
Jr. announced the launch of an 
innovative city Website. The new 
Website displays interactive features 
that allow residents and visitors the 
ability to access and download city 
departmental information.  The 
user friendly Website will soon 
provide convenient fee payments 
and program registration online. 
   “Our new Website, officially 
launched on May 1st will enhance 
the lives for all Mount Vernon 
citizens and visitors as well. The 

City of Mount Vernon 
Launches New 

Interactive Website
Website is easier to navigate than 
before and will soon provide 
convenient online bill payments 
24-hours a day.  We’re making 
government more accessible to the 
people of Mount Vernon, on their 
schedule -- not ours,” said Mayor 
Clinton Young. 
   The Website will also feature a 
“kid’s corner” and photo gallery, 
contact information, and program 
registration. The site will be updated 
daily. 

Check it out! Log on to 
www.cmvny.com.  

YONKERS, NY -- Assemblyman 
Spano will be visiting various 
schools throughout the month of 
May planting trees and raising 
awareness on the important role 
that trees play in our environment. 
   “Raising awareness about the 
importance of maintaining our 
environment is of the utmost 
importance,” stated Spano.  “I am 
lucky to be afforded the chance 
to celebrate this event with the 
children of Yonkers.” 
   Arbor Day was created by Julius 
Sterling Morton, a Nebraska 
journalist and politician with a 
passion for improving agricultural 
practices.  The first Arbor Day was 
held on April 10, 1872 and has since 
become a national holiday in which 
all 50 states participate. 
   There are countless benefits 
provided by trees in our community.  
For Example, in 50 years, one tree 
recycles more than $37,000 worth 
of water, provides $31,000 worth of 
erosion control, $62,000 worth of 
air pollution control, and produces 
$37,000 worth of oxygen. 
   Well placed trees can help cut 
energy costs and consumption by 
decreasing air conditioning costs 
anywhere from 10-50% and can 
reduce heating costs as much as 
4-22%.  On average, one person 
causes about 10 tons of carbon 

Assemblyman Mike 
Spano to Plant Trees at 
11 Schools in Yonkers 

Donated by Home Depot
dioxide to be emitted a year. One 
tree removes about 1 ton of carbon 
dioxide per year. Therefore, by 
planting 30 trees per person we can 
remove each of that person’s carbon 
debt for an entire year. 
   “The main reason for honoring 
Arbor Day is to take time out to 
realize the contributions trees 
make to our community, both 
aesthetically and environmentally,” 
stated Spano. 
   This year, Home Depot was 
kind enough to participate in 
Assemblyman Spano’s Arbor Day 
celebration, donating several trees 
to the school district to be planted 
at various schools throughout 
Yonkers.   
   “Home Depot has always been 
very involvement in the enrichment 
of our schools and community 
here in Yonkers,” added Spano.  “I 
am very thankful to them for their 
participation in my Arbor Day 
ceremony.” 
   “It is our duty to protect our 
environment and ensure that it 
remains a safe and beautiful place 
for our children and their children,” 
concluded Spano.  “By visiting 
Yonkers schools and teaching 
students the benefits of trees in 
our ecosystem, we can leave an 
imprint on them that is sure to last 
a lifetime.” 

MILLWOOD, NY -- The Hudson 
Valley Mechanical Contractors 
Association (MCA) recently 
donated $27,000 raised at its annual 
golf outing to The Intrepid Fallen 
Heroes Fund. The contribution will 
be used for research, diagnosis and 

Intrepid Fallen Heroes Fund 
Receives Contribution from 

the Hudson Valley Mechanical 
Contractors Association

treatment of Traumatic Brain Injury 
(TBI) suffered by our military 
personnel and veterans. Due to the 
nature of combat operations in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, it is believed that 
TBI is much more prevalent than it 
has been in the past.

Left to right: Patricia E. Ploeger of Patterson, N.Y., MCA executive 
director; David A. Winters, executive vice president, Intrepid Fallen 

Heroes Fund; John DiMiceli of Somers, N.Y., MCA golf chairman; and 
Robert Courtien of Pelham, N.Y., MCA president.

http://www.cmvny.com/
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WHITE PLAINS, NY -- Westchester 
County District Attorney Janet 
DiFiore announced that Xavier 
Goodwine (DOB 01/20/89) of 34 
Prospect Street, Yonkers, New 
York, was arraigned on one count 
of Murder in the Second Degree, 
Felony Murder, a class “A” Felony, 
one count of Attempted Robbery in 
the First Degree, class “C” Felony, 
two counts of Criminal Possession 
of a Weapon in the Second Degree, 
a class “C” Felonies, one count of 
Attempted Robbery in the Second 
Degree, a class “D” Felony, and one 
count of Tampering with Physical 
Evidence, a class “E” Felony, 
relating to the death of Martin 
Perez.   
   On December 17th, 2007, at 
approximately at 8:53 p.m. a 
cell phone call was placed to the 
Emerald Diner, in Yonkers, ordering 
food for delivery to the 18th Floor 
of 50 Hawthorne Avenue. The food 
was taken to that location by the 
victim, a delivery person for the 
Emerald Diner. 
   At approximately 10:29 p.m., the 
victim was found in the stairwell 
on the 12th floor with one gun shot 
wound to his face. The food which 

Arraignment in Yonkers  
Deliveryman Murder

                  
By Christina Frantom

was being carried by the victim was 
found on a different floor.   
   In the ensuing investigation by 
detectives from the Yonkers Police 
Department, Xavier Goodwine was 
identified as the person who was 
connected to the cell phone that 
placed the order to the Emerald 
Diner.  
   On December 19th, 2007, 
Goodwine was located and brought 
to the Yonkers Detective Division 
for questioning in the attempted 
robbery and shooting. He was 
subsequently arrested and indicted. 
   Goodwine was remanded to 

county jail.   
   His next court date is May 8th, 
2008. He faces a maximum of 25 
years to life in state prison.  
   Assistant District Attorney John 
O’Rourke, Deputy Chief of the 
Homicide Bureau, will prosecute 
the case.  

In compliance with Disciplinary 
Rule 7-107A of the Code of 

Professional Responsibility, you 
are advised that a charge is merely 
an accusation and that a defendant 

is presumed innocent until and 
unless proven guilty.

employees of construction sites 
uncovered the false documentation. 
Yonkers Tribune acid-tongued 
bloggers tracking the circumstances 
about this issue for over two-weeks 
time, has been  advised that the 
alleged circumstances were brought 
directly to the police so as to 
sidestep any perceived mitigation of 
the alleged facts by City Hall; a fact 
disputed by Mayor Phil Amicone 
as quoted below. The incendiary 
situation brought directly to the 
police caused the quick removal of 
Mr. Mrijaj from his responsibilities 
as an Environmental Maintenance 
Worker, which paid $56,825.00, 

and his subsequent arrest. He has 
since been released to his own 
recognizance.
    Yonkers Mayor Philip A. Amicone 
said, “As Mayor, I was disheartened 
to learn of the arrest of Nick Mrijaj, 
the son of my Chief of Staff, due to 
actions that involved his job with the 
City of Yonkers.  Once we learned 
of the nature of the accusations, we 
immediately referred the matter to 
the Yonkers Police Department. 
   “He has resigned his position and 
he will proceed through our court 
system,” continued Mayor Amicone. 
   “On a personal note,” Mayor 
Amicone said, “my wife and I know 

Yonkers Chief of Staff Mrijaj’s 
Son Arrested

the Mrijaj family for many years; 
they are good and hardworking 
people and, as parents, we support 
them in this troubled time.” 
   Chief of Staff Lisa Mrijaj said, 
“Even a mother’s love can not excuse 
or condone what my son, Nick, is 
accused of.  I am disappointed in 
his lack of good judgment.  As with 
many other young adults he will be 
going through the criminal justice 
system and will have to deal with 
the consequences of his actions.  
As his mother, I love him and will 
support him through this process.”

along the Hudson from Yonkers 
to Albany,” said Chairman Phil 
Zegarelli, Mayor of the Village of 
Sleepy Hollow, at a launch event 
held recently at Van Cortlandt 
Manor in Croton-on-Hudson. “We 
invite them all to join us in this 
new regional organization that 
focuses exclusively on the river 
communities.”
   The group has established a 501.
c3 non-profit organization that 
will serve as its fundraising arm. 
Assisting with this effort is Ginsburg 
Development Companies (GDC), 
a long-time supporter of Historic 
River Towns of Westchester and 
the originator and principal sponsor 
of the popular “Ferry-Go-Round” 
event that links river communities 
by ferries. To help jump-start the 
new fund, GDC principal Martin 
Ginsburg announced he will donate 
$100,000 per year for the next three 
years.
   “The Hudson River has always 
been a major economic generator,” 
said Ginsburg. “In planning for the 
future, we must keep in mind the 
economic potential of the riverfront 
communities as tourist attractions. 
The Hudson is the “Central Park” 
of New York State and we must 
all work together to activate and 
protect it.”
   The communities that front on 
the Hudson River from Yonkers to 
Albany share similar histories and 
characteristics. Because of their 
waterfront locations, they were 
settled early. The river served as a 
thoroughfare, bringing commerce 
and development to points along 

Historic River Towns of Westchester 
Goes Regional

From Page 1

the shoreline. European settlers 
came, first by boat, and then on the 
railroads, which were built in the 
mid-19th century.
   Today the river towns face 
many of the same issues, such 
as maintaining public waterfront 
access, managing the pressures 
of development, encouraging 
downtown revitalization and 
building a vibrant local economy. 
They also share and are linked by 
many of the same assets, including 
the railroads, roadways such as 
Route 9 and 9W, and the river 
itself.
   “The focus of Historic River 
Towns of Westchester has been 
largely on tourism as an economic 
development initiative,” said Bob 
Elliott, founding chairman of the 
group and former mayor of the 
Village of Croton-on-Hudson who 
now serves as Deputy Commissioner 
of the NYS Department of State. 
“We expect that the expanded 
group will continue in that vein, 
while finding many other projects 
on which to collaborate in t he 
future.”
One major opportunity the group is 
already working on is the Hudson-
Fulton-Champlain Quadricentennial 
celebration coming up in 2009, 
which should attract heritage 
tourists from all over the world to 
the Hudson’s shores. As a legacy 
to future generations, communities 
along the river hope to see new 
piers constructed for tour boats 
and enhanced public access to their 
scenic shore line.
   Organized under an Inter-

Municipal Agreement (IMA), 
Historic Hudson River Towns states 
as its goals to:
• Promote inter-municipal 
cooperation by and between the 
signatories to the agreement;
• Build the local economy of the 
Hudson riverfront through public- 
private partnerships;
• Enhance and promote tourism as 
an economic development initiative  
along the riverfront;
• Increase public awareness 
of the features and benefits 
of local attractions 
of historical, cultural and 
environmental value;
• Improve methods of tran sportation 
to and through the river towns;
• Develop and implement a 
comprehensive marketing plan for 
the river towns; and 
• Serve as a unified voice on 
issues particular to riverfront 
communities.
   Founding members of the newly-
named group include twelve 
members of the original Historic 
River Towns of Westchester, 
all of whom have signed the 
newly-expanded Inter-Municipal 
Agreement: Peekskill, Cortlandt, 
Croton-on-Hudson, the Village and 
Town of Ossining, Sleepy Hollow, 
Briarcliff Manor, Tarrytown, 
Irvington, Dobbs Ferry, Hastings-
on-Hudson, and Yonkers.

For further information about 
Historic Hudson River Towns, 
contact project director Nancy 

Gold at 914-232-6583. 

no reason other than to diminish 
interest in the process and as a 
showcase for their next employment. 
They were followed by a dapper 
Joe Apicella, Executive Project 
Manager of the SFC Yonkers 
Project, and also the Executive Vice 
President of Cappelli Enterprises. 
The rationale for Mr. Apicella’s 
reiteration of an audio visual 
presentation familiar to all those 
who would attend, as professionally 
compiled as it was, seemed 
redundant and out of place. Still, 
AKRF took a bow; so did Apicella. 
Neither was applauded for their 
performance. City Council President 
Chuck Lesnick couldn’t help but try 
to rush Apicella through his 
presentation, a maneuver he 
incorporated in his attempt to steal 
the limelight, cajoling a banter 
demeaning of both, and 
condescending to the listening 
a u d i e n c e . 
    After the lengthy opening 
presentation, the public would have 
their say. Ed Doyle, Westchester 
Putnam Building Trade President 
said, “I’ve come to address the 
council for jobs; this project makes 
Yonkers whole.” Next, Michael 
Carriere, union representative of 
District 9, IAPAT said, “It’s time to 
move forward. Yonkers needs these 
jobs; these jobs are good jobs. This 
project will generate millions in tax 
revenues. Vote, ‘Yes!’” 
   Harry Langer asserted that the 
“master development agreement is 
a giveaway.” The saliency of his 
argument was lost by his poor 
d i c t i o n . 
   Reverend Norman said, “The 
project needs to be flushed out; 
some of the community feel left 
out. Until guarantees are in place, 
we cannot support the project – I 
don’t believe everything has been 
a d d r e s s e d . 
   Joan Jennings said, “Keep open 
the dialogue between residents, 
groups, and developers.” 

Public Hearing Concerning SFC Yonkers Project
   Kevin Cacace said , “The project 
has gone slowly; it needs to go more 
quickly, with skittish financial 
markets, time is of the essence. Get 
to work, role up your sleeves so that 
lenders can be secure that, time is of 
the essence. Get to work, role up 
your sleeves so that lenders can be 
secure that Yonkers is a good bet.” 
   Fr. John Hamilton of St. John’s 
Episcopal Church in Getty Square 
said, “We were here since this was a 
prairie -- 1693; and will remain here 
as long as there is a Yonkers: What 
we need is wisdom and instruments 
of accountability.” 
   Jackie Bouet said, “I am desperate 
for this project to get underway. We 
need the tax dollars to come into 
Y o n k e r s . ” 
   Jeanne Martinelli said, “We’ve 
waited long enough to develop the 
w a t e r f r o n t . ” 
   Phyllis Harrison said, 3,000 
people would be left homeless by 
this project. We should not be forced 
to relocate. You are getting taxpayer 
money to get us out. How are we 
supposed to survive? Where are we 
going to go? I am going to give you 
my keys now.” And she did just 
t h a t . 
   Ginger Keys, requested that the 
inclusion of a 30 percent attainable, 
affordable housing component be 
designated and infused into the 
pricing of the final housing design. 
“Doing so will show you are a 
concerned developer.” 
   Mr, Paulson, of American Sugar 
Refining (ASR), divulged to the 
public his earlier email 
communication to the Yonkers City 
Council in which he stipulated that 
the DEIS (Draft Environmental 
Impact Study) may not have 
addressed certain issues regarding 
the planned towers on the parcels H 
and I that abuts the northern 
boundary upon which American 
Sugar Refining is situated. To that 
end, ASR has filed a formal request 
for a 30 days extension to the 
process. Joseph DeSalvo, counsel 

to ASR was adamant in stating, 
“ASR does not oppose this project… 
as long as ASR is permitted to 
continue to operate.” 
   Alex LeBlanc said, “We are 
waiting for the promise of 
development, not a city of shame 
and poverty.” 
   There were many more speakers 
that would come to express 
themselves. Many were repetitive 
of the views delineated above. Note 
that each was eloquent and 
passionate in their right. Aplogies 
to any names spelled incorrectly. 
   Let’s examine what transpired last 
night, how we got here, and where 
we may be headed. 
   First, we arrived at the public 
hearing after a grueling 5 years of 
flushing out issues of concern over 
the Ridge Hill Development Project. 
As that project moved toward 
approval, the SFC Yonkers Project 
came into the mix, overlapping the 
finals months of the Ridge Hill 
Development Project. The two 
years of discussion over the overall 
downtown development projects 
and the specificity of the SFC 
Yonkers’ Phase I aspect last night 
that culminated in a public hearing, 
found Yonkersites exhausted by the 
back to back projects, their enormity, 
their financial impact, and the 
quality of life issues and concerns 
that were part of their coming into 
f o r m . 
   If one permits the dissecction that 
about 80 percent of those who 
would eventually speak before the 
City Council last night were “City 
Haulers,” vested in the project for 
their future livelihood, you would 
be fair and astute. Similarly, the 
union representatives, no surprise 
here, spoke in favor of future jobs. 
They represented at approximately 
8 percent of the audience that spoke. 
The final contingent was comprised 
of approximately 12 percent who 
felt at risk of being displaced by a 
gentrification process that seemed 
closer than ever in becoming an 
imprint of reality. 
   Those who were in favor spoke 
only of their desire to move ahead, 
dejected by almost half a century of 
talk with no development to show 
for it. Most were employed by City 
Hall or had a position that was 
controlled by City Hall. The union 
boys spoke for more jobs but 
expressed little enthusiasm in their 
expression. They had great hope in 
making themselves heard over the 
Ridge Hill Development Project; in 
speaking for the SFC Yonkers 
Project their enthusiasm was 
measurably deflated, hovering only 
slightly above being monotonal, 
almost melancholic in demeanor. 
The last bastion of concern was 
unaware on what to focus their 
attention upon. The most salient 
concern, and resolution for the 
same, was asking for a national 
template that incorporates an 
affordable housing component into 
the design and construction of the 
housing element into the equation 
of the future development. Perhaps 
that is the only salient issue as 
others were not raised. 
   Yet there are many that must be 
v e t t e d . 
   The TIF (tax incremental 
financing) instrument which would 
underwrite the rebuilding of a 
deteriorating infrastructure to the 
tune of between $180 million to 
$230 million in high yield, non-
recourse bonds, may still encumber 
the City of Yonkers with the 
“obligation” (attested to in writing 

by Lamont Cranston, expert analyst 
on TIF financing hired by the 
Yonkers City Council) should there 
ever be a default. As Yonkers 
Tribune stipulated years ago, a bond 
to insure against default must be 
affixed to satisfy the banking 
institutions that would be the 
syndicate to disburse and market 
the bonds, satisfying potential 
bondholders, and most importantly, 
to mitigate the potentially onerous 
prospect of those bonds defaulting. 
The bonds to secure bonds similar 
to the TIF proposed has been 
incorporated throughout Europe for 
years, specifically with regard to 
infrastructure. This “solution” must 
be studied in tandem with the 
financial concerns which govern 
the Yonkers City Charter in which it 
is stated that it is the fiduciary 
responsibility of the Yonkers City 
Council not to encumber the City of 
Yonkers financially. That is and 
continues to be the rationale behind 
the LDCs (land development 
c o r p o r a t i o n s ) . 
   While some are ready to throw 
their hands toward the heavens, 
deflated by a process that has sapped 
their interest to be engaged in that 
process, the elected officials should 
focus their concern on the exact 
number of jobs and the type of 
monetary returns those jobs are 
expected to glean; the number of 
jobs that will require unemployed 
and new job seekers to be trained 
for new positions for which they 

may be hired; and the local 
component expected for those jobs. 
   To some the “new” imprint is 
enough reason to move ahead; for 
others it is not quite enough. What 
dollar amount expected over each 
year throughout the length of the 
project, from inception through the 
last bond payment that may be 
expected? Is the TIF plan divided 
equitably between what will reside 
within the coffers of Yonkers and 
that which is returned to the 
b o n d h o l d e r s . 
   While the issues raised are not the 
end all of concern throughout the 
city, it should be noted that those 
who question the project do so out 
of personal concern for their long-
term viability in the city; for their 
maintaining their comfort zone, that 
this project may unhinge; among 
other issues. While for some, the 
attitude of not in my back yard is 
appropriate, it is not an appropriate 
universal response, and is further 
demeaning of those who may 
espouse it. 
   If a project spokesperson is 
incapable of responding in a 
plausible and respectful manner to a 
question, no matter its demeanor or 
intent, the spokesperson should 
question their knowledge of the 
product they wish to bring forward 
and a sign that they may need a 
b r e a k . 
   In the end, the Yonkers City 
Council must move the equation of 
development beyond personalities 

and personal political gain, and 
hunker down to do the people’s 
work. Answer the questions that 
have been asked, no matter from 
what source, no matter the number 
of those who ask it, answer them 
because they are pithy and worthy 
of a response. Even the simplest of 
minds can and may ask the most 
pertinent of issues. Honor 
yourselves by respecting their 
desire to be part of the process of 
i n v o l v e m e n t . 
   While some will fight future plans 
out of anger and misunderstandings 
nurtured from past experiences, this 
City Council can rise to a higher 
and more amenable plane by 
judging this  project on its merits, 
defining and redesigning demerits 
out of the equation, while knowing 
they have done the best for Yonkers. 
It is a yeoman’s job; one that each 
councilmember has the attributes 
borne out of their personal 
knowledge and experiences that is 
most valuable toward finding that 
final solution. 
   Inviting the public to the process 
of moving this project forward can 
do right for Yonkers financially, if 
so proven, and as a new road to 
building an even more cohesive 
Yonkers community. 
   Yonkers future is in now squarely 
in the hands of the Yonkers City 
Council. The expectation is that 
their collective wisdom will permit 
all of Yonkers to celebrate the 
project with pride.
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Mayor’s Column
By Mary C. Marvin

Mayor of the Village of Bronxville

MOUNT VERNON, NY and 
YONKERS, NY -- Assemblyman 
J. Gary Pretlow (D), 87th Assembly 
District representing Mount Vernon 
and Yonkers, will be awarding 
Youth Community Leadership 
Scholarships to deserving high 
school seniors from Mount 
Vernon and Yonkers.  Westchester 
Community Opportunity Program, 
Inc. has been designated as 
the organization that will be 
implementing the screening process. 
   The criteria and application 

Assemblyman Pretlow’s Annual Youth 
Community Leadership Scholarship

process are as follows: 
1) The student must reside in 
the 87th Assembly District 
which includes Mount Vernon 
and Southwest Yonkers. 
2) The student must be a senior 
planning to attend college 
in September of 2008.  A 
letter of acceptance will 
serve as sufficient evidence. 
3) The student is expected to write 
a letter to the committee outlining 
his/her leadership activities in their 
prospective communities that make 

them deserving of this scholarship. 
4) A letter of support from a 
community-based organization in 
which the student has been involved 
in providing community service. 
*The deadline for letter of intent and 
recommendation is May 23, 2008. 
   All requested information must be 
sent to Mr. Winston Ross, Executive 
Director, Westchester Community 
Opportunity Program, Inc., 2269 
Saw Mill River Road, Bldg. 3, 
Elmsford, New York 10523.

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- Two 
students from the Academy of 
Finance at Lincoln High School 
in Yonkers were recognized 
recently as 2008 Global Young 
Entrepreneurs of the Year by The 
National Foundation for Teaching 
Entrepreneurship (NFTE), 
sponsored by The Goldman Sachs 
Foundation.  The students, Neville 
Green and Maurine Koranteng, 
represented the NFTE Fairchester 
program office and were among 
42 designees worldwide. Debbie 
Ashley, a science teacher who 
teaches entrepreneurship in the 
cosmetology department at The Tech 
Center at Yorktown, was named 
2008 Certified Entrepreneurship 
Teacher of the Year.  The three 
Westchester representatives received 
their awards at NFTE’s 15th Annual 
Salute to the Entrepreneurial Spirit 
Awards dinner at the Marriott 
Marquis in New York City. 
   “Nothing is more rewarding than 
empowering young people with 
the belief that they can make a 
difference in their lives,” said Joel 
Warren, Executive Director, NFTE 
Fairchester.  “The remarkable 
results prove that NFTE’s unique 
entrepreneurial curriculum works 
and provides a structure for 
channeling creativity into profits.”
   Ms. Koranteng and Mr. Green 
created a business called Especially 
Yours, a resume writing service.  
Prior to launching their business, 
Koranteng and Green were 
required to develop an extensive 
business plan.  The pair broke out 
costs per single resume, created 
prototypes and sample resumes, 
and researched to narrow down 
their target markets.  They chose 

Two Lincoln H.S. Students Named 2008 
Global Young Entrepreneurs of the Year

Yorktown Teacher Also Recognized by NFTE

Ellen Lynch, President & CEO, Yonkers IDA, poses with Maurine 
Koranteng and Neville Green at their business booth before the award 
ceremony at NFTE’s 15th Annual Salute to the Entrepreneurial Spirit 

Awards dinner.

high school seniors who need to 
submit a resume with their college 
application and unemployed adults 
in Yonkers.  Academy of Finance 
teacher Lauren Trager supported 
the NFTE nomination. 
   “I plan to continue this business 
while I study biomedical 
engineering at City College,” said 
Neville Green.  “I am honored to 
receive this award and want to thank 
my teachers, as well as my mother 
for all the late nights working with 
me on my project.”
   “This project was a terrific learning 
process that I never expected to turn 
into a real business,” said Maurine 
Koranteng.  “Our success sets an 
example for our fellow students of 
what is possible.”
   Ms. Ashley was recognized for 
her program that assists students 
in creating a business plan and 
starting a business.  While many 
students choose cosmetology-

related projects, Ashley encourages 
students to create businesses that 
they feel passionate about.  This 
is Ashley’s third year teaching the 
NFTE curriculum.
   “I am proud of my students at 
The Tech Center who put forth a 
lot of energy, work, and effort, and 
are excited to be part of the NFTE 
process,” says Ashley.  “I have high 
expectations for what students can 
do.”

The National Foundation for 
Teaching Entrepreneurship  

(www.nfte.com) is a 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization, whose mission 

is to provide entrepreneurship 
education programs to young 

people from low-income 
communities. NFTE Fairchester 
is located at 70 West Red Oak 

Lane, White Plains, NY, and can be 
reached at (914) 697-7577 or by 

directing email to 
 joel.warren@nfte.com.  

   Now that the Village 2008 – 2009 
operating budget has been adopted, 
the Trustees turn their focus to the 
capital expenditure plan. 
   The Village operating budget 
process and timetable is dictated by 
New York State law, while a capital 
budget is entirely a managerial 
decision.  The State Comptroller 
does recommend that communities 
have regularized capital spending 
plans as a component of good 
government policy.  The Village 
has a five year capital plan that is 
updated annually. 
   Historically, the Village began 
the capital budget process in 
early summer with discussion and 
adoption often extending into fall.  
This timetable proved problematic 
for the execution of weather related 
improvements such as curbing and 
road resurfacing. 
In the recent past, the process 
has begun in early spring to take 
advantage of good weather and 
the quieter summer months which 
decreases disruption to residents.  
Our plan also synchronizes 
well with those in neighboring 
Eastchester and Tuckahoe, allowing 
us to take advantage of discount 
bulk purchasing for items such as 
blacktop. 
Items in our capital budget must 
have a minimum life of greater than 
one year and have typically been 
financed by the issuance of debt 
and State aid and sometimes from 
the Village’s General Fund. 
   The Village’s capital budget has 

increased in recent years from 
approximately $600,000 to $1 
million partially in response to the 
repairs necessitated by an aging 
infrastructure, and increased cost of 
materials. 
   For example, last year we 
appropriated $425,000 for street 
milling, road resurfacing and 
curbing, a number we expect to 
keep constant in the upcoming 
plan.  If you believe your street is a 
candidate for repair, register it with 
our Department of Public Works at 
337-7338.  There is a permanent list 
that carries over from year to year.  
Streets are repaired on a priority 
basis.  Factors include the presence 
of potentially hazardous conditions, 
volume of traffic, and the time lapse 
between past repairs. 
   Unfortunately, because Route 22 
is a State-owned road it cannot be 
on the Village list.  Recognizing 
that it is in extremely poor 
condition, Supervisor Colavita, 
Tuckahoe Mayor Fitzpatrick and I 
have joined together to petition the 
State to undertake the long overdue 

repairs. 
   The Village also expects to 
receive $99,003 in State CHIPS 
aid (Consolidated Highway 
Improvement Program) which 
$83,803 will supplement our paving 
program. 
    In the normal cycle of replacement, 
we anticipate the purchase of one 
police car and a dump truck in 
2008 – 2009 at a combined cost of 
approximately $110,000. 
The capital budget process will 
be conducted in much the same 
manner as that of the operating 
budget.  Department heads were 
requested to produce a needs list 
which will be reviewed in-house by 
the Treasurer, Village Administrator 
and Mayor.  A revised document will 
then be submitted to the Trustees 
for discussion and comment.  This 
draft plan is a public document and 
will be available in time for the 
May 12th Trustees’ meeting. 
    A formal public hearing on the 
proposed capital budget will take 
place at the June 9th Trustees’ 
meeting. Modifications to the 
document may be made throughout 
the process. 
Though the norm is to adopt a 
comprehensive capital plan once 
per year, it does not preclude the 
expenditure of capital funds if a 
supplemental project is needed.  We 
are ultimately limited only by our 
reasoned judgment and financing 
abilities.

CARMEL, NY -- Assemblyman 
Greg Ball is New York State’s 
leading advocate for legal 
immigration and legal hiring 
practices.  As such, he has recently 
created an online petition calling on 
the State Legislature to enact his 
New York State Criminal Illegal 
Alien Deportation and Legal Hiring 
Act.  The petition is now available 
through his official Operation 
Secure NY Website.
   The act, Assembly Bill 
10593, would create the most 
comprehensive 287G Criminal 
Illegal Alien Deportation law in 
the nation.  Specifically, the bill 
increases public safety through 
enactment of a 287(G) measure to 
give law enforcement the ability to 
arrest, detain and deport criminal 
illegal aliens convicted of crimes.  
The act also helps local, state and 
federal law enforcement work 
seamlessly together in regards to 
the growing problem of illegal alien 

WEST HAVERSTRAW, NY -- 
Congresswoman Nita Lowey (D-
Westchester/Rockland) commended 
Rockland County legislators and 
Stop & Shop for their efforts to 
promote conservation through reuse 
and recycling of plastic shopping 
bags.  Lowey announced that she 
will introduce a formal resolution in 
Congress praising this and similar 
local actions.
   “Local governments and good 
stewards in the retail industry 
like the West Haverstraw Stop & 
Shop can help prevent the damage 
that plastic bags cause to our 
environment,” said Lowey.  “By 
promoting reuse and recycling, we 
can protect our land and water from 
contaminants and save countless 
animals and marine life from harm.  
I am thrilled that Rockland and 
Westchester Counties are leading 
the way, and I intend to introduce a 
Congressional resolution praising all 
local governments who have taken 
similar actions and encouraging 
more stores to act.”
   Each year, residents of the United 
States use approximately 100 billion 

Ball Calls for Legislature to Pass NYS 
Criminal Illegal Alien Deportation and 

Legal Hiring Act

crime.  Finally, the act protects 
taxpayers and union workers who 
are currently funding $4 billion 
annually toward the affects of an 
illegal and black market economy 
rooted in the exploitation of 
illegal aliens, by requiring that 
all businesses that contract with 
the state hire their employees and 
laborers legally.
   Ball’s legislation is currently 
awaiting consideration by the 
Assembly Codes Committee, 

chaired by Assemblyman Joseph 
R. Lentol (D-North Brooklyn).  
“Unfortunately, in Albany 
oftentimes good legislation is 
gridlocked by the special interests.  
This bill should not get bogged 
down in the national conversation 
about illegal immigration - this 
bill focuses like a laser on criminal 
illegal aliens. We need the Senate 
to step up to the plate and adopt a 
287G bill of their own, similar to 
my measure. In the Assembly, I am 
hopeful that New York residents 
concerned with public safety will 
personally call Assemblyman 
Lentol and demand that he show 
the courage to bring this bill before 
the full Assembly for a vote,” stated 
Ball.
   To show Albany your support of this 
initiative, visit Ball’s official website 
at www.OperationSecureNY.com 
and join the online petition today to 
bring this bill to a vote! 

Lowey Commends Local Stop & Shop 
for Plastic Bag Recycling

plastic bags, but only a fraction 
of one percent of these bags will 
be recycled.  The Environmental 
Protection Agency has found that 
the average bag takes up to 1,000 
years to decompose, and small 
pieces often contaminate soil 
and waterways.  The production 
of plastic bags and film plastic 
worldwide uses over 12 million 
barrels of oil per year, accounting 
for more than 4 percent of the 
world’s oil production.  
   On April 16th, the Rockland 
County Legislature unanimously 
agreed to require stores with at least 
10,000 square feet of selling space 
or a chain of five or more stores to 
have a plastic bag collection bin 

near the store entrance for recycling 
purposes.  The law would require 
that stores 20,000 square feet or 
larger also sell reusable bags for 
customers who prefer not to use 
plastic bags.  The legislation would 
take effect January 1, 2009.  The 
Westchester County Legislature 
passed a similar law on April 7th.
   After enactment, the bill would 
take effect January 1, 2009. 
Lowey praised Stop & Shop for 
independently initiating a plastic 
bag recycling program.  Stop & 
Shop stores collect and recycle 
plastic shopping bags. Once 
collected, the plastics are hauled 
to a central facility and are then 
shipped to a firm that specializes in 
recycling plastics.
   “As one of the largest grocers 
in the Northeast, Stop & Shop is 
happy to fulfill its responsibility 
to conserve and help preserve our 
planet for future generations,” said 
District Manager Vera Kovalski.  
“Last year, Stop & Shop and its 
sister chain recycled more than 
1,500 tons of plastics.”

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- Legislator 
Ken Jenkins (D, IN, WF-Yonkers) 
announced the County Board’s 
support of major upgrades to JFK 
Memorial Drive along the Hudson 
River and design for the RiverWalk 
trailway in the City of Yonkers 
as part of a new intermunicipal 
agreement. 
   The County Board, during its 
meeting last week, amended the 
2008 Capital Budget by $7.5 million 
for the two waterfront projects. 
They include: 

Legislator Jenkins Announces Funding 
for Hudson Waterfront  

Improvements in Yonkers
County Board Approves Funding for JFK Marina and RiverWalk

• Waterfront improvements at 
Trevor Park and the JFK Marina 
which will include a new 350-seat 
amphitheater, parking structure and 
roadway improvements
• Design and construction of new 
sidewalks, curbing, landscaping, 
street furnishings and associated 
site work to develop a portion of the 
RiverWalk in Yonkers that will link 
Trevor Park and the amphitheater 
that will be constructed there, the 
JFK Marina and the Hudson River 
Museum to the Glenwood Metro 

North Station. 
    “This is a tremendous opportunity 
for the county to partner with the 
City of Yonkers to ensure public 
access to the waterfront as well as 
create another outdoor venue that 
will be accessible to all county 
residents,” Jenkins said.  
   Jenkins anticipates the projects 
will be complete in time for the 2009 
celebration of the Hudson River 
Quadricentennial commemorating 
Henry Hudson’s arrival in 1609.  

YONKERS, NY -- Assemblyman 
Mike Spano (D-Ind-C-Yonkers) 
announced today that he has 
appointed Zach Thomas as an 
advisor on issues pertaining to 
South Asian affairs.  Zach Thomas 
is an extremely active member of 
the South Asian community, where 
he serves as President to the Indian 
American Council of Yonkers, 
the South Asian Community of 
Westchester, the Dreamland Group 
and Norka Charity Mission North 
America.
   “I am honored to have such an 
esteemed member of the South 
Asian community as an advisor.  
This is a wonderful way to stay 
connected with residents in 
Yonkers,” stated Spano.
   In conjunction to serving as 
President to the organizations listed 
above, Zach Thomas also serves 
as the Senior Vice President of the 
Indian National Congress USA and 
is also a member of the St. Thomas 
Marthoma Church, the Lions Club 
and the Westchester Malayalee 
Association.
   “I look forward to working 
with Assemblyman Spano and 

Spano Appoints Special Advisor 
on South Asian Affairs

acting as his liaison in the South 
Asian community,” said Thomas.  
“This partnership will prove to be 
extremely beneficial to Yonkers, as 
a whole.”
   As the advisor for South Asian 
affairs, Zach Thomas will take on 
responsibilities in the community 
on behalf of Assemblyman Spano, 
including representing him at 
public events and advising him on 

important community issues and 
concerns. 
    “It is very exciting to have Zach 
as a resource,” concluded Spano.  
“He is well known and respected 
throughout the community and 
possesses a level of knowledge that 
will be a great asset to help achieve 
the goals I have set for this city.”

http://www.nfte.com
http://www.OperationSecureNY.com
http://www.OperationSecureNY.com
http://www.operationsecureny.com/
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ALBANY, NY -- Governor David 
A. Paterson today announced the 
signing of legislation to help curb 
predatory attacks on New York’s 
elderly. Governor Paterson was 
joined for the bill signing at St. 
Margaret’s House on Fulton Street 
by Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver 
and several members of the State 
Legislature, which overwhelmingly 
approved the legislation. 
   The law, known as “Granny’s Law,” 
was sparked in part by last year’s 
brutal beatings of 101-year-old Rose 
Morat and 85-year-old Solange 
Elizee of Queens. If an assailant 
is 10 years younger than a victim, 
the bill will increase the penalty 
for assaulting a person 65 years or 
older from a class A misdemeanor 
to second-degree assault – a Class 
D violent felony that is punishable 
by up to seven years in prison..  
   “It is unconscionable that anyone 
would assault a senior citizen, 
but we continue to witness these 
disturbing acts of violence,” said 
Governor Paterson. “I am pleased 
that my colleagues in the Legislature 
worked together to pass this 
legislation, and that this bill provides 
a measure of safety for our elderly.” 
   Under current law, an intentional 
assault that causes physical injury to 
the victim constitutes third-degree 
assault, a Class A misdemeanor 
punishable by up to one year in 
jail. The charge is elevated to 
second-degree assault if there are 

Tuesday, May 13th

7:30 pm - 9:30 pm
At Young Israel of New Rochelle

1149 North Ave 

Program led by the Kosher Wine Society of New York

Special lecture by Rabbi Reuven Fink
"The Unique Role of Wine in Jewish Tradition"

Appetizers and dessert will be served

Cost per person: $20

Reservations required.
Contact Evan Jerome at

avrahamjerome@yahoo.com or 917.974.6604

Westchester Jewish Connection Presents

AN EVENING OF
INTERNATIONAL WINE TASTING

Governor Paterson Signs Legislation 
to Increase Penalties for  
Assault on the Elderly

certain aggravating factors, such 
as intentionally causing “serious” 
physical injury, intentionally 
causing physical injury with a 
deadly weapon, or causing injury 
to particular types of victims (i.e. 
police or peace officers, students, 
or teachers) who are more likely 
to be targeted by criminals. 
   Senate Majority Leader Joseph L. 
Bruno said: “Last year, 101-year-old 
Rose Morat and 85-year-old Solange 
Elizee were brutally attacked within 
a half-hour of each other, and New 
Yorkers were outraged by the 
cowardly, despicable act. As elected 
officials, our biggest responsibility 
is protecting our most vulnerable 
citizens, and I’d like to commend 
Senators Golden, Maltese, and 
Padavan for their tireless dedication 
in getting this legislation passed 
and signed into law today. It’s truly 
horrendous when criminals seek 
out and assault the elderly – with 
this law we are ensuring they will 
be properly punished.” 

   Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver, 
who sponsored the legislation in the 
Assembly, said: “This legislation is 
a simple matter of dignity, justice 
and respect. After lifetimes spent 
working jobs, raising their families, 
paying their taxes, serving their 
communities, and defending this 
nation, our senior citizens deserve all 
of the respect, all of the protection, 
all of the compassion, and all of 
the assistance this government can 
provide. The enactment of this 
law puts New York at the forefront 
of ensuring that those who prey 
upon the elderly and the frail are 
punished swiftly and severely.” 
   Senator Martin Golden, the bill’s 
lead Senate sponsor, said: “Millions 
of New Yorkers were outraged 
by the despicable and cowardly 
attacks against Rose Morat and 
Solange Elizee. A person capable 
attacking the elderly is not simply 
a mugger – they are a dangerous 
menace to society who should be 
kept behind bars for as long as 
possible. The bottom line is that 
anyone who physically attacks a 
senior citizen should be severely 
punished, and that’s why the 
additional penalties provided for 
by this law are very much needed.”   
   Assembly Codes Committee 
Chair Joseph R. Lentol said: “This 
legislation sends a message in 
New York we intend to protect our 
seniors from those who seek to prey 
on our most vulnerable citizens.” 

DOBBS FERRY, NY  -- When it 
comes to waterfront dining, there 
is no argument that the riverfront 
location on the Hudson at Dobbs 
Ferry, with its commanding views 
stretching from Manhattan to the 
Tappan Zee Bridge and beyond, 
would be at the top of any list. 
   The proof can be found in the 
success of the location, which for 
more than 30 years was home to 
the Chart House, one of the first 
waterfront restaurants opened along 
the Hudson.  Beginning in 1974, 
people flocked to the destination for 
the chance to sit at the river’s edge 
and soak in the views while dining. 

Half Moon Restaurant to Open at 
Former Chart House Location on the 

Hudson River at Dobbs Ferry  
American Casual Dining Venue to Offer Fresh Local Produce and 
Meats, Montauk Seafood, Along with Dazzling Panoramic Views of 

the Hudson River

   One High Street, Dobbs Ferry, 
NY, at the Dobbs Ferry Metro-
North Station (914) 693-4130.
   Now, with the Chart House having 
served its final meal last year, diners 
will have the opportunity to return to 
this unique waterfront setting.  Just 
in time for spring, the Dobbs Ferry 
location will come back to life with 
the newest dining experience in the 
region.  A brand new restaurant, 
Half Moon, will be opening its 
doors in mid-May, following an 
extensive renovation to the former 
Chart House building. 
   Half Moon is owned and operated 
by Fort Pond Bay Company, a 
growing restaurant group that has 
made a specialty of waterfront 
dining locations, including the 
popular Harvest-on-Hudson at 
Hastings on the riverfront a mile 
south of Dobbs Ferry.  The company 
also operates Harvest on Fort Pond 
and East by Northeast two highly 
regarded restaurants in Montauk 
on Long Island.  The casual beach 
atmosphere of Montauk is the 
inspiration for Half Moon. 
   The 12,000-square-foot Half 
Moon will feature over 200 seats. 
Additionally, it will offer 100 
seats for spectacular outdoor warm 
weather dining.  The Beach Bar 
will feature specialty cocktails and 
sangrias just a few feet from the 
river. 
   Half Moon will be an American 

brasserie with international flavor.  
Taking advantage of the locations 
of Fort Pond Bay’s four different 
restaurant locations will enable the 
owners to take a “think globally, eat 
locally” approach to the menu at 
Half Moon.  Fresh seasonal produce, 
meats and cheeses from the Hudson 
Valley and fresh seafood from the 
North Atlantic off Montauk form 
the basis of all of its offerings. 
   Half Moon will feature “small 
plates” and bar food, ceviches 
appetizers, salads, main course 
entrees and desserts.  A focal point 
for the new restaurant will be its 
introduction of La Plancha style 
cooking. Planchas are a thick 
iron griddle for searing meats 
and seafood, utilizing very little 
oil to produce a clean and natural 
cuisine.   
Half Moon will also offer a daily 
Montauk Clam Bake, grilled steaks 
and prime rib, and even a burger 
and lobster roll will be on the menu.  
The bar will offer three sangrias, 
artesinal beers, signature cocktails, 
and 100 wines under $50. 
   A private second floor dining loft, 
with seating for up to 250 guests, 
will be available for weddings, 
parties, family and business events.   
   Half Moon’s decor will capture the 
feel of a modern Hudson River loft.  
The river itself will be celebrated 
throughout the building with 
Hudson River School paintings and 

circa 16th and 17th century maps 
drawn following the discovery of 
the river by Henry Hudson in 1609. 
   The interior design will feature 
natural bamboo floors and a Zebra 
wood bar to blend with natural 
colors and furnishings, while glass 
walls will offer panoramic views of 
the Hudson River and sunsets over 
the Palisades. 
   “This is without question one 
of the most incredible properties 
providing public access anywhere 
along the Hudson,” commented 
Bruce Bernacchia, founder and 
owner of Fort Pond Bay Company.  
“Virtually everyone enjoys the 
experience of waterfront dining.  
No matter what the season, there 
is an allure to being near the water.  
Our restaurants both on the Hudson 
and at Montauk are designed to 
offer diners truly unique waterfront 
venues.  The ability to add Half 
Moon at Dobbs Ferry to our group 
is a tremendous opportunity and a 
perfect fit for us.” 
  “The two locations enable us 
to present two different dining 
approaches.  At Harvest-on-
Hudson, we offer a more formal 
dining experience, while at Half 
Moon the approach will be more 
casual with a beachfront feel.  

For reservations or info call (914) 
693-4130 or visit  

www.Harvest2000.com. 

  You may live in Westchester, but 
not realize it’s a tourist’s Mecca. 
With gas prices soaring, why not 
plan your vacation at home? You 
can save money on gas and have a 
great time.
   It’s the season for outdoor activities, 
concerts and theater as well as 
garden tours. Westchester offers 
a wide variety of entertainment 
and activities from the renowned 
Caramoor International Music 
Festival to  performing arts to 
world class historical sites such 
as Lyndhurst and Kykuit, the 
Rockefeller Estate, museums, art 
galleries and antique shops to lush 
gardens and nature centers. Enjoy 
the county’s two magnificent 

Plan Your Summer Vacation
waterfronts: the majestic Hudson 
River and beautiful Long Island 
Sound. And don’t miss the great 
shopping opportunities that 
abound. 
   For the adventurous, Grand Prix 
New York in Mount Kisco gives 
you the opportunity to drive open-
wheel cars in an exciting indoor 
racing facility. Make your own wine 
at MYO Wine in Elmsford and if 
you’re feeling lucky, play the odds 
at Empire City at Yonkers Raceway, 
which has thousands of video 
gaming machines, live harness and 
simulcast horse racing.
   Special rates and packages 
are being offered by some of 
the county’s finest hotels. And 

Westchester’s outstanding selection 
of restaurants offers something 
for everyone’s taste and budget 
including an impressive variety 
of international cuisines, seafood, 
steak, classic American and “pub 
grub.”  
   So start planning your summer 
getaway now.  Travel, play and stay 
close to home – The Westchester 
Way - New York’s “Golden Apple.” 
For more information, including a 
free 2008 Travel Guide, tourism 
map and special interest brochures, 
visit www.westchestertourism.com 
or contact the Westchester County 
Office of Tourism at 800 833-9282.

Dear EarthTalk: I’m planning a 
summer backpacking trip and was 
hoping to buy some of the latest 
green-friendly outdoor clothing. 
Where the best options out there 
today that wear as well as traditional 
items but without the environmental 
guilt?    -- Steve Nezhad, Boston, 
MA 
  
 Outdoor gear and clothing 
manufacturers are slowly but surely 
beginning to work materials crafted 
from recycled, reused or otherwise 
sustainable sources into their 
products. 
Synthetics like polyester and nylon 
have been the “go to” materials 
for outdoor clothes, due to their 
moisture wicking, quick drying 
and warmth retention properties, 
but they are fast being augmented 
if not replaced outright by new 
fabrics crafted out of organic plant-
based materials. For one, soybeans 
are now finding their way into 
outdoor clothing. One example is 
ExOfficio’s Tofutech Tee, which 
wicks moisture, retains warmth 
and resists wrinkles while being 
made of a 100 percent soy-based, 
biodegradable fabric. 
   Another innovation is Cocona, 
from the Colorado-based company 
of the same name. It’s a fabric 
treatment derived from coconut 
husks discarded by the food industry 

Earth Talk  

By the Editors of E/The Environmental Magazine

that helps other traditional fabrics 
wick moisture, control odor and 
shield UV rays. Some 40 clothing 
manufacturers, including GoLite, 
Marmot, Sierra Designs and Royal 
Robbins, are incorporating Cocona 
into their 2008 product lines. 
   Not to be outdone is Patagonia, 
a company many consider to be 
the granddaddy of eco-conscious 
outdoor gear. The California-based 
company now uses 100 percent 
cotton in all of its shirts, pants, 
outerwear and underwear to avoid 
the pesticides used in the growing 
of conventional cotton. Patagonia 
also takes back its customers’ own 
discards, melting them down to use 
the raw materials in new jackets 
and sweaters. And last year the 
company launched a new line of 
footwear constructed using organic 
cotton, recycled rubber soles, latex 
made from the milk of Hevea 
trees, hemp, and laces made from 
vegetable waste. 
   New on the scene but as green 
as they come is Oregon-based 
Nau, an outdoor clothing maker 
and retailer launched in 2006 
with green production values key 
to its mission. Every item in the 
company’s diverse clothing line uses 
either recycled polyester from soda 
bottles, organic cotton or the corn-
based plastic-alternative polylactic 
acid (PLA). Also, the company’s 

four retail outlets were designed 
using reclaimed timber, energy-
efficient lighting and a “ship-to-
you” program that cuts down on 
in-store storage space and energy 
usage (consumers choose items 
by handling display merchandise, 
but then rather than walk out with 
their purchases they order using in-
store touch screens and then have it 
shipped to them). 
   Another cutting-edge outdoor 
company is shoemaker Timberland. 
Its new Greenscapes line of sneakers 
is made with vegetable- (instead 
of chemical-) tanned leather and 
is hand-sewn instead of glued 
with the toxic adhesives normally 
found in footwear. The new line 
also sports recycled polyester laces 
and outsoles made from recycled 
rubber. Timberland also recently 
switched to packaging made 
from green-friendly and recycled 
materials. And it has launched a 
“Green Index” to measure each 
product’s environmental footprint. 
The company is working with 
the Outdoor Industry Association 
to implement an industry-wide 
version of the Index so consumers 
can compare the relative green-ness 
of competing products. 

www.exofficio.com;  
www.coconafabrics.com;  

www.patagonia.com; www.nau.
com; www.timberland.com. 

http://www.harvest2000.com/
http://www.westchestertourism.com/
http://www.exofficio.com
http://www.coconafabrics.com/
http://www.patagonia.com/
http://www.nau.com
http://www.nau.com
http://www.timberland.com/
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In Memoriam Notice 
  Westchester Times Tribune publishes paid obituaries (In Memoriam) of 
people who have lived, worked, or have family in Westchester County. 

All notices must be received by Friday, by 12:00 Noon, for inclusion in the 
next week’s edition. Place a paid notice by directing email to 

WTTeditor@gmail.com.

Evelyn Kellett (nee Schmid) of 
Yonkers, died on Monday, April 
21, 2008, at age 83. Beloved wife 
of Vincent Kellett, devoted mother 
of the late Patricia Kellett, Evelyn 
was a WWII Navy Veteran and 
parishioner at Sacred Heart Church. 
Visiting Hours were held at the 
Whalen & Ball Funeral Home on 
Friday, April 25, 2008. A Mass 
of Christian Burial in Sacred 
Heart Church took place later that 
morning. Entombment Ferncliff 
Mausoleum. Whalen & Ball Funeral 
Home, 168 Park Avenue, Yonkers,  
NY 10703,  (914) 965-5488, 
 www.whalenandballfh.com.
 
Boris Makarenko died on 
Monday, April 28, 2008, at St. 
John’s Riverside Hospital at the age 
82. He was born August 1, 1925, 
to Ivan and Maria (Bezruchko) 
Makarenko in Poltava, Ukraine. 
He married Lydia Ichtiarow in 
1952; she died May 6, 2006. He 
founded Makarenko Studios Inc., 
and was a renowned artist and 
iconographer. He painted churches 
throughout North America, Canada, 
and Australia. He is survived by 
two sons, Sviatoslav and Ihor, of 
Yonkers, and 10 grandchildren. 
Visitation was held at Whalen & 
Ball Funeral Home, on Wednesday, 
April 30, 2008,  Panakhyda  later 
that same night. The funeral 
service was held Thursday, May 
1, 2008, in St. Andrew’s Cemetery 
in South Bound Brook, NJ, where 
Interment followed. Donations may 
be made in Boris’s name to either 

St. Volodymyk Ukrainian Orthodox 
Cathedral or St. Michaels Ukrainian 
Catholic Church. Whalen & Ball 
Funeral Home, 168 Park Avenue, 
Yonkers,  NY 10703,  (914) 965-
5488, www.whalenandballfh.com.

Suzanne Robinson (nee Davis) of 
Yonkers died on Saturday April 19, 
2008, at the age of 55. She was born 
on November 10, 1952, to Franklin 
and Central Eleanor Davis in New 
York City. Ms. Robinson worked 
as a Registered Nurse in private 
practice, and at St. Joseph’s Hospital. 
She is survived by Ransford 
Robinson, and her children, Celia 
and Ransford Robinson, and four 
grandchildren, Tyreck, Khaliyh, 
Floyd and Joseph; her brothers, 
Lambert Henry, Willie Henry, 
and Floyd Henry, and her sister, 
Evelyn Davis. She is predeceased 
by Franklin Davis, Priscilla Davis, 
and Yvonne Davis. A memorial 
visitation was held at Whalen & Ball 
Funeral Home on Monday, April 
21, 2008. Whalen & Ball Funeral 
Home, 168 Park Avenue, Yonkers,  
NY 10703,  (914) 965-5488,  
www.whalenandballfh.com.

Alan Gardner Ronnermann, of 
Tuckahoe, NY, died April 20, 2008, 
at the age 58. Beloved husband of 
Tracy. Cherished father of Jeffrey 
Alan and Amy Leigh Ronnermann. 
Loving brother of Gail Ronnermann, 
of Port Washington, NY, and Jane 
Chandra, Overland Park, KS. Also 
survived by many nieces, nephews 
and cousins Pre-deceased by his 

parents Charles and Edith (nee 
Gardner) Ronnermann. Alan was 
a graduate of Fairfield University, 
Fairfield, CT. Memorial service will 
be held Saturday, April 26, 2008, 
11:00 am at the Flynn Memorial 
Home Inc., 1652 Central Park Ave., 
Yonkers, New York. Memorial 
donations may be made to the 
Saunders High School, Robotics 
Club, 183 Palmer Road, Yonkers 
New York 10701 

Tessie Tomechko (nee Sajdak) of 
Yonkers, died on Monday, April 21, 
2008, at the age of 85. She was born 
on March 23, 1923, to John and 
Frances (Pyre) Sajdak in Yonkers, 
where she was raised and educated. 
On June 1, 1947, she married 
Edward Tomechko in St. Casimir’s 
Church; he died in January, of 
2003. Tessie was a parishioner of 
Sacred Heart Church; a member of 
Monastery Manor Association, and 
worked at the Park Lane Lingerie. 
She is survived by her two sons, 
Edward of Dallas, TX, and Dennis 
of White Plains, NY. She is also 
survived by her 4 grandchildren, 
Scott of Minneapolis; Dana of New 
York City; and Mikey and Katie of 
White Plains; her sister Frances, 
and her brother Edward Sajdak 
also survive. She was predeceased 
by Stella Mniechkowski, and  John 
and Mike Sajdak. Visiting hours 
were held at the Whalen & Ball 
Funeral Home on Tuesday, April 
22, 2008. Mass of Christian Burial 
in St. Casimir’s Church took place 
on Wednesday, April 23, 2008. 

Interment at Mt. Hope Cemetery. 
Donations can be made in Tessie’s 
memory to the Lupus Foundation of 
America 171 E. Post Road, White 
Plains, NY 10601. Whalen & Ball 
Funeral Home, 168 Park Avenue, 
Yonkers,  NY 10703,  (914) 965-
5488, www.whalenandballfh.com.

Marco Trama Sr. of Yonkers, died 
on March 31, 2008, at the age of 81. 
He was born on July 10, 1926, to 
Nicholas and Antoinette Trama, in 
Yonkers, where he was raised and 
educated. Mr. Trama was a manager 
of the A&P Supermarket in Yonkers 
for over 28 years. He married his 
loving wife, Marie Parlapiano, on 
May 5, 1948, in St. Ann’s Church; 
she died on February 7, 1988. 
Marco proudly served his country 
in the US Army during WWII. He 
enjoyed his garden and racing and 
raising homing pigeons and he 
was a “Legend from Nepera Park.” 
Marco is survived by his son Marco 
Trama Jr. from Mahopac, NY, his 4 
cherished grandchildren, Christina 
Marie, Anthony Nicholas, Marco 
Joseph III, and Rocky Nicholas. 
He is also survived by his two 
beloved brothers, Larry and John 

Trama. Besides his wife, Marco is 
predeceased by his sons, Nicholas 
and John. A Memorial Visitation 
will be held at the Whalen & Ball 
Funeral Home, on Saturday, May 
3, 2008, with religious services 
that same evening. Donations 
can be made in Marco’s name to 
the Fremont & Ridgeost Hospice 
Assoc. 1393 Gray Avenue, Yuba 
City, CA 95991.  Whalen & Ball 
Funeral Home, 168 Park Avenue, 
Yonkers,  NY 10703,  (914) 965-
5488, www.whalenandballfh.com. 

Anastazia Warycha (nee 
Howansky), a longtime Yonkers 
resident, died on Wednesday, April 
23, 2008, at St. John’s Riverside 
Hospital at the age of 84. She was 
born on July 25, 1923, to Emilian 
and Justina Greszczak Howansky, 
in Poland, where she was raised 
and educated. Mrs. Warycha 
was employed at Polychrome 
Corporation in Yonkers, for about 
35 years until her retirement in 1988. 
Mrs. Warycha was a parishioner of 
St. Michael’s Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, a member of St. Michael’s 
Church senior citizens, and a 
member of the Yonkers Senior 

Swim Club. She enjoyed gardening, 
working with flowers and attending 
services at her church. On February 
26, 1945, she married Peter 
Warycha in Poland. Peter died in 
February 1995. Survivors include 
five sons, Jerry, Sam, Steve and 
Pete of Yonkers, John of Brewster, 
N.Y. and one daughter, Anna 
Michalak of Yonkers. She is also 
survived by 14 grandchildren and 
2 great grandchildren. She was 
pre-deceased by a granddaughter, 
Lydia Warycha, three brothers and 
two sisters, Michael and Aftan 
Howansky, Eva Kapitula, Damian 
Howansky and Helen Kochan. 
Visitation was held at Whalen & 
Ball Funeral Home on Monday, 
April 28, 2008, including Parastas. 
Funeral Service will be held in 
St. Michael’s Church on Tuesday, 
April 29, 2008. Interment followed 
at Mt. Hope Cemetery. Donations 
in her memory may be made to St. 
Michael’s Church Building Fund, 
21 Shonnard Place, Yonkers, N.Y. 
10703. Whalen & Ball Funeral 
Home, 168 Park Avenue, Yonkers,  
NY 10703,  (914) 965-5488,
 www.whalenandballfh.com.  

   The smoke from more than 
100 forest fires in the George 
Washington and Jefferson National 
Park rolled over western Virginia’s 
Blue Ridge Mountains, blanketed 
the Appalachian Trail and, at 
times, smothered US I-81 in an 
eye-watering, blue-grey cloud that 
dimmed much of the mid day sun 
and reduced visibility to less than 
that of a thick, early morning fog.
   Driving on the Interstate would 
have been difficult without the fog 
lamps on the Volkswagen Touareg 
2, and breathing would have been 
impossible without the filtered air 
system that proved to be as adept at 
removing smoke particles as it is in 
removing spring time pollen. 
   Driving through the forest, in 
areas where the fires had already 
died or the fire fighters had 
successfully blocked the flames 
would have been impossible in all 
but a handful of off-road vehicles. 
It was a beautifully rugged region 
where managed forest areas merged 
with wilderness and paved roads 
gave way to logging skid-trails and 
forest maintenance paths.
   It was a terrain surprisingly suited 
to the sleek, wide-bodied, Touareg 

Shifting Gears: On the Road or Overland in a VW Cruiser
By Roger Witherspoon

Roger Witherspoon is the automotive 
columnist to the Dallas Examiner, 
Westchester Times Tribune, and  

Yonkers Tribune, amongst others.

2, whose movie image with the bad 
guys in the Bourne Ultimatum and  
the good guys in The Inside Man 
was of a comfortable, five passenger, 
street vehicle capable of jumping 
curbs and racing taxis through city 
streets.  It can do that. But the guys 
with the crayons at Volkswagen 
were more interested in designing 
an all purpose SUV which was as 
effective in the woods as it was 
on the road and could compete, in 
comfort, with the Hummer H3 and 
Land Rover LR2. And in many 
ways, they succeeded.
   Rolling overland, the Touareg 
2, with clearance of nearly a foot, 
had no trouble rolling over the 
wooded countryside, crawling over 
small rocks and downed tree trunks 
while the independent, steel spring 
suspension made sure the up and 
down terrain did not jar loose the 
teeth of the passengers or interrupt 
Miles Davis’ solo in the  CD player. 
In wet areas, the Touareg 2 can roll 
through about 20 inches of water, 
which is about six inches less 
than the H3, but about the fording 
depth of the LR2 and the average 
Jeep Wrangler – and a lot more 
water than the average SUV would 

attempt to cross.
   And if  you want to take notes will 
rolling across the countryside, there 
are four, standard, 12-volt power 
outlets – two in front and two in the 
rear – as well as a 112-volt outlet 
which is capable of keeping your 
laptop fully charged.
   On the open highway, the 
Touareg’s top speed of 122 miles 
an hour means it can keep pace 
with the H3 and LR2, while not 
attempting to catch the Porsche 
Cayenne or Jeep Grand Cherokee 
SRT which are, essentially, SUVs 
on steroids.  For all of its ability 
on varied terrain, the Touareg 2 
can feel top-heavy at high speeds. 
On a three lane interstate highway 
rolling through the Pocono’s and 
Blue Ridge Mountains, it seemed 
unsteady around wide, even graded 
curves at speeds over 80 mph. That 
was surprising since this SUV has 
a wide stance and is sure footed 
in snow, ice, and rainy conditions, 
and has no trouble over uneven dirt, 
mud and gravel. 
   At $40,000, the Touareg 2 comes 
with a mix of features you would 
expect in an SUV of this price 
range – but it is missing a few that 
you would find in the competition. 
There is no navigation system, for 
example, or Bluetooth connectivity; 
which are features one would 
expect to find at that price and are 
available in the LR2 and H3. The 
Hummer, which has an off-road, 
satellite based navigation system, 
also  has General Motors’ OnStar 
communications system to give you 
an extra set of directions if you are 
really, really lost.
   The Touareg 2 does offer Sirius 
Satellite Radio, though there was 
only as single disc CD player, and no 
MP3 or iPod connection. However, 

the  10-speaker, 62- Watt sound 
system is tops for either bringing 
out the nuances in Gregorian 
Chants, or blasting Usher for the 
neighborhood block party.
   The seats are leather, comfortable 
and wide, and the rear seats – in 
addition to folding flat – can actually 
hold two large adults and a child in 
comfort on a long trip. Surprisingly, 
however, thee driver’s seat is 
powered while the front passenger 
seat is manually operated, a design 
which is awkward and unexpected. 
Both front seats may be heated. But 
lowering and raising the passenger 
seat back requires turning a knob 
at the base of the chair, which is so 
close to the door that it is difficult 
to use unless the car is stopped and 
the door is open. If the control had 
been placed at the front of the seat it 
still would have been surprising in a 
$40,000 car, but it would have been 
easier to use.
   There were thoughtful touches 
in the Touareg 2. There is ample 
storage throughout the vehicle for 
long trips, including two trays on 
top of the dash which are ideal for 
holding cell phones or handicapped 
tags. There are two large bins on 
the front doors and usable, though 
smaller ones for the rear passengers, 
as well as an overhead compass and 

digital clock.
   All things considered, the 
Touareg 2 may well muscle its 
way into the hearts and pockets of 
motorists who have been looking 
for a go-anywhere, do-anything, 
multi-purpose SUV. It provides 
ample reason for the Hummer H3 
and Land Rover LR2 to look in 
their rear view mirrors to check 
what may be gaining on them.  
 
2008 Touareg 2 
MSRP:      $40,000
EPA Mileage:  14 MPG City;19 
MPG Highway 
Performance / Safety: 
      Towing Capacity:    7,700 
Pounds
      Top Speed:     122 MPH
      Water Depth:     19.7 Inches 
   3.6-Liter aluminum alloy, V-6 
engine producing 280 horsepower 
and 266 pound-feet of torque; 6-speed 
a u t o m a t i c 
transmission 
w i t h 
e l e c t r o n i c 
m a n u a l 
m o d e ; 
p e r m a n e n t 
4 - w h e e l 
drive; double 
w i s h b o n e 
f r o n t 

suspension; 4-link independent 
rear suspension; anti-lock braking 
system; electronic stability control; 
17-inch alloy wheels; parking 
assistance; driver and front 
passenger front and side airbags; 
front & rear side curtain airbags; 
power, heated outside mirrors; front 
fog lamps and daytime running 
lights. 
Interior / Comfort: 
   AM/FM/ Sirius satellite radio; 
single disc CD player; 620-watt 
surround sound system with 10 
speakers & 10-channel amplifier; 
powered driver’s seat; powered 
sun roof; leather seats; heated front 
seats; powered driver’s seat; dual 
zone climate control; four 12-volt, 
and one 115-volt power outlets; 
power sun roof; leather steering 
wheel with fingertip cruise and 
audio controls; 60/40 folding rear 
seats; power lift gate;  interior 
ambient lighting.

mailto:WTTeditor@gmail.com
http://www.whalenandballfh.com
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$50 says you can’t lose.
It pays to join the Empire Club now.  It’s free.

As a “thank you” for joining, Empire City will reimburse your fi rst day’s play with a coupon worth up to $50, 
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