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  If General Motors, Ford and 
Chrysler get the bailout that their 
chief executives asked for…, you 
can kiss the American automotive 
industry goodbye. It won’t go 
overnight, but 
its demise will 
be virtually 
guaranteed.
   Without that 
bailout, Detroit 
will need to 
d r a s t i c a l l y 
r e s t r u c t u r e 
itself. With it, 
the automakers 
will stay the 
course — the 
suicidal course 
of declining 
market shares, 
insurmountable 
labor and retiree burdens, 
technology atrophy, product 
inferiority and never-ending job 
losses. Detroit needs a turnaround, 
not a check.
   I love cars, American cars. I was 
born in Detroit, the son of an auto 
chief executive. In 1954, my dad, 
George Romney, was tapped to run 
American Motors when its president 
suddenly died. The company itself 
was on life support — banks were 
threatening to deal it a death blow. 
The stock collapsed. I watched Dad 
work to turn the company around — 

Let Detroit Go Bankrupt
By Mitt Romney

and years later at business school, 
they were still talking about it. From 
the lessons of that turnaround, and 
from my own experiences, I have 
several prescriptions for Detroit’s 

automakers. 
   First, their huge 
disadvantage in 
costs relative 
to foreign 
brands must be 
eliminated. That 
means new labor 
agreements to 
align pay and 
benefits to match 
those of workers 
at competitors 
like BMW, 
Honda, Nissan 
and Toyota. 

F u r t h e r m o r e , 
retiree benefits must be reduced so 
that the total burden per auto for 
domestic makers is not higher than 
that of foreign producers. 
   That extra burden is estimated 
to be more than $2,000 per car. 
Think what that means: Ford, for 
example, needs to cut $2,000 worth 
of features and quality out of its 
Taurus to compete with Toyota’s 
Avalon. Of course the Avalon feels 
like a better product — it has $2,000 
more put into it. Considering this 
disadvantage, Detroit has done a 

  Individual freedom and global order 
are inseparably intertwined said the 
British Foreign 
Secretary, David 
Miliband, today 
at an event which 
also awarded 
the Russian 
journalist, Anna 
Politkovskaya, 
a medal for her 
o u t s t a n d i n g 
c o n t r i b u t i o n 
to democracy 
and freedom. 
The William 
W i l b e r f o r c e 
lecture is an 
annual event to 
highlight the role 
of democracy and 
the legacy of the abolitionist. The 
medal is being awarded for her 
crusading role in promoting freedom 
of speech and uncovering human 
rights abuses during her reporting 
of the conflict in Chechnya. 
   Her life’s work was to shine light 
on parts of the world where freedom 
and democracy have not yet taken 
hold. Anna Politkovskaya once said 
that ‘words can save lives’. In the 
end, it was words that cost Anna 
her life. 
   In his speech, the Foreign Secretary 

Foundations of Freedom
The Promise of the New Multilateralism

By Sir Nigel Sheinwald 
UK Ambassador to the United States

highlighted that freedom comes out 
of global order. In 1999, Tony Blair, 

in his Chicago 
speech, defined 
what became 
known as the 
doctrine of liberal 
interventionism. 
Much of this 
rationale remains 
valid. But to 
restore belief in 
the efficacy of 
intervention we 
must learn the 
lessons of Iraq, 
Afghanistan and 
the handling of 
Iran, our greatest 
threat. We live 
in a world where 

no one knows where the next crisis 
is coming from. Volatile stock 
markets, brutal conflicts, a new 
wave of piracy.
   This world calls for order. We 
either tackle shared risks together, 
with shared power, or we don’t 
tackle them at all. And the modern 
case for multilateralism is that 
without it, not just order but also 
freedom is under threat.
   You can read the full speech on 
our website, UKinUSA.fco.gov.uk

   Not so long ago, Secretary of the 
Treasury, Henry Paulson, joined 
by Chairman of the 
Federal Reserve 
Ben Bernanke,  
proposed a strategy 
to Congress for 
dealing with the 
financial crisis. 
   As I recall, 
Paulson and 
Bernanke said the 
biggest and most 
immediate problem 
was liquidity:  
unless the federal 
government took 
action, lending 
by banks to other banks and to 
consumers and businesses, which 
has stopped, would not begin again.  
In fact, the banks took the money 
and did not lend it to consumers 
and businesses, but are purchasing 
other banks.  What an outrage.  The 
largest heist in America’s history, 
only it’s legal.
   Our economy does not grow, 
indeed quickly diminishes, when 
businesses, large and small, are 
unable to obtain short and long 

The Largest Heist in 
America’s History, Only 

It’s Legal
By Edward I. Koch

Former Mayor of the City of New York

term loans to deal with payrolls, 
purchases and expansion measures.

   Congress was 
not convinced but 
Paulson assured 
the House and 
Senate that if the 
bailout bill did not 
pass, Congress 
would be 
responsible for 
driving the U.S. 
economy into 
another Great 
Depression like 
the one that almost 
destroyed America 
in the 1930s.  

   In 1933, President Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt, who inherited a 
devastated economy from Herbert 
Hoover, took heroic measures 
to get America going again.  At 
age 83 I remember that era well.  
Nevertheless, even with FDR’s 
New Deal reforms, the U.S. did not 
come out of the Depression until 
1941, when World War II and the 
war-driven economy put the entire 
country back to work.  

   The tectonic plates that were 
the underpinning of financial 
institutions throughout the world 
have careened into one another, 
unfolding a house of cards that sit 
precariously over molten rock. Like 
the tsunami that 
hit Indonesia years 
ago, the calamity 
was known to have 
occurred, but it 
took a few hours 
to recognize the 
results caused in the 
aftermath. So too, the 
financial calamity 
that befell every 
stock exchange 
across the world, eviscerated 
balance sheets of banks everywhere, 
is beginning to make itself felt on 
the local scene. Times are tougher 
today than they were six months 
ago; credit is almost impossible to 
come by. The physical development 
by which development projects will 
impose their imprint of structures 

Turbulent Financial 
Markets Impact Local 

Development
By Hezi Aris

are being held ransom by a faltering 
economy. 
   The fortresses of Capitalism have 
withered before our very eyes. As 
the prospects of General Motors, 
Ford, and Chrysler surviving are 

discussed, each of us 
have witnessed the 
demise or withering 
status of Lehman 
Brothers, Bear 
Stearns, Wachovia, 
Freddie Mac, Fannie 
Mae, Washington 
Mutual, AIG, Merrill 
Lynch, Citibank, 
among others. Those 
names were stellar 

throughout the world; today they 
are tarnished and diminished. The 
money that used to grease commerce 
and production have dried up; in 
some cases due to circumstance, 
while by greed and manipulation in 
others. Still, we were far removed 
from the spectacle unfolding before 

   With President-elect Obama 
and Governor Paterson enjoying 
relative popularity at this time, 
local media appear to be focusing 
their unwelcome 
attention on Mayor 
Bloomberg.
The principal 
article and cover 
story in this week’s 
Village Voice is 
headlined The 
Transformation of 
Mike Bloomberg: 
How the Benevolent 
Billionaire With 
No Political Debts 
Ended Up Owning 
Us All.  The 
author is Wayne 
Barrett, with additional reporting 
by five diverse interns—Patrick B. 
Anderson, Ana Barbu, Beethoven 
Bong, Sara Dover and Jana 
Kasperkevic.
   Barrett’s lede: “Mike Bloomberg 
is the best mayor – in fact, the best 
state or city chief executive – I’ve 

“Please, Sir, May I Have 
Some More?”

Term Extension History Interpreted by Barrett

By Henry J. Stern

covered in 31 years at the Voice.  
He’s also the worst.”
   The 4575-word opus is worthwhile 
reading for anyone interested in 

New York City 
affairs.  In its 
intention, the article 
is comparable to 
Robert Caro’s book 
on Robert Moses, 
which has become 
an American 
classic.  The Voice 
article may have 
small errors, and its 
theory of a grand 
cabal is unproven, 
but its recounting 
of Bloomberg’s 
changing ambitions 

and vast influence is credible.
   Nevertheless, as Barrett 
acknowledges, the Mayor has 
a record of solid achievement, 
particularly in his first term.  He has 
run an honest administration, and 

  When you hear the word “cowboy,” 
what comes to mind?  Rugged, 
strong, no-nonsense individual, 
right?  So, Cowboy Poetry?  Yes. 
   The cowboy’s work is often 
lonely and isolated, a cycle of hard, 
dirty, dangerous jobs from the 
spring round-up through the cattle 
drive, the end of the trail and the 

The Cowboy 
Poetry 

Gathering
Celebrating Ranch 

Life of the  
American West

By Barbara Barton Sloane

HASTINGS-On-HUDSON, NY -- 
The completion of 422 Warburton 
Avenue in Hastings-On-Hudson, 
New York, a newly constructed 
14-unit affordable apartment 
complex, was celebrated with a 
ribbon cutting on Friday, October 
31st. The complex features three 
separate buildings, private parking 
and a 1,000 square foot public plaza 
along Warburton Avenue.
   Eric Anderson, managing partner 

Fourteen Units of 
Affordable Housing 

Completed in  
Hastings-on-Hudson

Photo courtesy of Jen Corso
of Urban Green Builders (the general 
contractor) and 422 Warburton LLC 
(the owner) “couldn’t be more proud 
of the completion of this project. 
Westchester County and the River 
Towns, in particular, need quality 
affordable and environmentally 
responsible housing and we are 
very pleased to be a part of the team 
that could provide it.”
   In a press release issued by the 

NEW YORK, NY -- Georges 
Duboeuf Beaujolais Nouveau 
2008 arrived into New York City 
on Thursday, November 20th with 
a roar... with motorcycle-riding 
chefs and sommeliers, and Harley-
Davidson Hog Club members 
escorting Franck Duboeuf and a 
case of the new wine from Battery 
Park in Lower Manhattan to an 

Georges Duboeuf 
Beaujolais Nouveau 2008 

c’est Arrivé!
Beaujolais Biker Chefs and Sommeliers 

Celebrate Arrival

uncorking ceremony and lunch at 
David Bouley’s new restaurant, 
Secession, in Tribeca.
   According to French law, 
Beaujolais Nouveau, a red wine 
made from 100 percent Gamay 
grapes, is released at one minute 
past midnight on the third Thursday 
in November. This longtime 

Franck Duboeuf leading New York’s ‘Beaujolais Bikers.’ Photo courtesy 
of Jennifer Mitchell Photography

   WHEREAS, there have been 
numerous successful efforts during 
the past several decades to affect 
Campaign Finance Reform in an 
attempt to modify the influence of 
money in politics and in political 
campaigns; and 
   WHEREAS, these reform 
measures have included improved 
disclosure, tougher enforcement, 
voluntary public financing of 

Gronowski 
Proposes 

Campaign 
Finance Reform 

Resolution
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On the Level 
with

Hezi Aris
on WVOX1460 AM Radio

NEW ROCHELLE, NY – Listen to 
the On the Level with Hezi Aris call-
in program on WVOX-1460 AM 
radio this and every Tuesday. 
   The show is heard live by way of 
streaming audio technology on your 
computer, from 10:00 am through 
11:00 am. 
   For those who can’t get enough 
radio, consider listening to Hezi 
Aris every Monday and Thursday, 
at 8:30 am, as he discusses events 
impacting Westchester politics 
with Bob Marrone, host of Good 
Morning, Westchester. 
   Join Bob Marrone every day from 
6:00 am through 9:00 am during 
your daily commute from Monday 

Legal 
Notices
Legal notices for 

publication  
in the

Westchester Times
Tribune

are accepted for 
publication  

no later than Thursday 
for the following 
week’s edition.

WTTLegal@gmail.
com

through Friday.
   The call-in talk show format 
invites your perspective; share your 
thoughts. Call us at 914-636-0110. 
Those who call are asked to please 
stay on topic.
   WVOX 1460 AM features local 
and regional information for 
residents of suburban Westchester 
County and the Bronx, with 
emphasis on the heavily-populated 
cities of Westchester’s Southern tier 
and affluent villages of Long Island 
Sound.

the eyes of the world. We were 
simply spectators to each act of the 
play which continues to this day, 
and for the foreseeable future.
   Westchester County could be 
heard to be impacted by the crisis at 
hand, but then again, in tones barely 
audible, uttered as if in denial. Yet 
hope did not keep the crisis from 
knocking at our door. Cappelli 
Enterprises encountered issues 
of concern in New Rochelle and 
White Plains. As lead developer in 
the triumvirate development project 
designated SFC Yonkers Inc. they 
are awaiting final approval by the 
Yonkers City Council to proceed. 
What is not being said in Yonkers 
or elsewhere is that Cappelli has 
cross leveraged all his development 
projects to such an extent, that even 
if SFC Yonkers Inc had received 
final approval yesterday, they do not 
have the means to start the project. 
Perhaps all they will be able to do 
is bring a Cianciulli crane to sit 
in Chicken Island to crow their 
intentions.
   Homes for America, whose 
Point Street Landing project 

Turbulent Financial Markets Impact  
Local Development

abuts the Hudson River as part 
of the Alexander Street Master 
Development Plan must find 
additional investors to assume 
a loan that will come due in the 
beginning of next year. These are 
troubling times.
While location, density, and 
population diversity have brought 
attention to Yonkers’ potential 
for development, as the impact 
of a failing national, state, and 
local economy are felt, Yonkers 
must find a forthright approach to 
governance, an ability to design and 
define a fiscally sound budget, and 
to promote economic development 
projects that are mesmerizing to the 
eye and equally robust in earning 
a return to fund Yonkers into the 
future. The past approach that 
denied and dismissed public input 
and concern must be washed out of 
our collective demeanor. Developers 
and City Hall must approach 
residents before the public. Such 
an approach demands television, 
radio, Internet, and print media 
participation to get information out 
in a timely fashion. Projects must 

logically be concluded within a set 
period of time, perhaps one-year or 
a maximum of 18 months. 
   Lest anyone forget or be deflected 
from the real world, services such 
as police, fire, and DPW must 
be funded. The corruption in all 
departments, including the Yonkers 
Public Schools must be addressed; 
it can be done if the public demands 
it.
   The Yonkers Industrial 
Development Agency must share 
its contacts to find the venture 
capitalists and the underwriters who 
can assist in seeing these projects 
through.
   And both Yonkers Mayor Phil 
Amicone and Yonkers City Council 
President Chuck Lesnick must be 
honest with the residents instead 
of believing they have hoodwinked 
the city by their omission of facts 
and circumstances. Yonkers needs 
to know that SFC Yonkers Inc. 
will likely not start building for 
a few years out. The Community 
Development Agency must admit 
that they have stalled projects and 
have delayed progress to this point. 

When will we be told – threes 
years from now? When will City 
Hall, with the collusion of Lesnick 
stop subordinating every aspect of 
governance to SFC Yonkers Inc.?

   When will government turn 
the corner to bring governance 
in Yonkers to a plateau of 
functionality? 

has not enriched himself personally.  
Where corruption is found, he and 
his Investigation Commissioner, 
Rose Gill Hearn, do their best to 
eliminate it.  His appointees are 
generally competent and motivated.  
While some Commissioners are 
obviously stronger than others, 
almost all have enjoyed lengthy 
tenure in positions where there is 
often high turnover.  That may be 
good—or not so good.
   We will not try to condense the 
lengthy article here, nor to confirm 
or dispute its claims or conclusions.  
But if you are interested enough to 
read what we write, you should link 
to Barrett’s article and print it out 
to read at your leisure.  We believe 
that it will be an important part of 
the record of the Mayor’s effort to 
win a third term.  He has uncovered 
grievously unreported events and 
drawn a picture of what he found.  
   We also believe that nothing much 
will result from the exposé, for two 
reasons.  First, the mainstream 
media typically do not take the 

Voice seriously, especially when it 
exposes situations or relationships 
their reporters had the opportunity 
to uncover, but did not.  Second, 
Barrett charges credibly that, on 
the issue of term limits and the 
2009 election, the three billionaire 
(or former billionaire) major daily 
publishers are allies of the Mayor.  
Their putative response: “Why not?  
We all want what’s best for the 
City.”
The working press, however, has not 
been silenced.  An article appearing 
on page A1 of Wednesday’s Times, 
by David W. Chen and Michael 
Barbaro, reported considerable 
criticism of the Mayor by 
councilmembers and other sources.  
The lede four grafs: 
 “One city lawmaker called it Mayor 
Michael R. Bloomberg’s ‘Let them 
eat cake’ attitude.
    “After being dealt a rare public 
embarrassment by the City Council, 
which forced his administration to 
acknowledge on Monday that he 
was legally required to send out 

$400 rebate checks promised to 
hundreds of thousands of New 
Yorker homeowners, a defiant Mr. 
Bloomberg said on Wednesday that 
he had no plans to release the money. 
“At a news conference, Mr. 
Bloomberg described the rebates 
as ‘up in the air.’  Asked what he 
would tell homeowners who had 
been depending on the money to 
pay bills or buy holiday gifts, he 
responded: ‘Plan for the worst, and 
hope for the best.’
“The Mayor has argued that the city 
cannot afford the rebates this year. 
   Still, Mr. Bloomberg’s remarks 
left people in the political world 
scratching their heads, with 
some accusing him of profound 
insensitivity to those who lack fat 
bank accounts, especially as job 
losses and foreclosures mount in 
the city.”
   On the merits of the issue, the 
mayor is right that, in view of 
collapsing economic conditions 
and City budget uncertainties, this 
is not the moment (certainly not 

“Please, Sir, May I Have Some More?”
symbolically), to send out about 
$260 million in tax rebates.  It is 
possible, however, that the mayor 
will send out this year’s rebates in 
the spring of 2009, with the potential 
of another rebate in October 
2009.  Both dates are closer to the 
November 2009 mayoral election, 
and the rebates would more likely 
be remembered by their presumably 
grateful recipients.
   The preceding paragraphs 
would have ended the story if this 
article had gone out last night, as 
originally planned.  We had the 
feeling, however, that the issue 
was unfolding, and that it would 
be wiser to wait a day.  We did, and 
this is the outcome of our fortuitous 
forbearance: 
   Bloomberg Softens Tone in 
Rebate Check Dispute: Mayor Says 
He’ll Cooperate With Council, by 
Jonathan P. Hicks.  The lede: “A 
day after defiantly asserting that 
the city could not afford to send out 
$400 rebate checks to homeowners, 
Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg 

struck a far softer tone on Thursday, 
saying he would cooperate with the 
City Council, which has been urging 
him to release the checks.’ There’s 
nobody who would like to send a 
check to every homeowner in this 
city more than me,’ the mayor told 
reporters.”
   A valuable quality of the Mayor 
is that he has the ability to change 
positions overnight, if he feels that 
the facts or the politics of a situation 
require a reversal.  His willingness 
to reconsider words he spoke 
while irritated is wise.  “A foolish 
consistency is the hobgoblin of 
little minds,” Ralph Waldo Emerson 
wrote in 1841. Link here for more of 
the transcendentalist philosopher’s 
essay on self-reliance, which is far 
wiser than most of what is being 
written today.

Henry J. Stern is the New York 
Civic. Peruse his archive online 

at NYCivic.org, directing email to 
StarQuest@nycivic.org.

remarkable job of designing and 
engineering its cars. But if this 
cost penalty persists, any bailout 
will only delay the inevitable.
   Second, management as is must 
go. New faces should be recruited 
from unrelated industries — from 
companies widely respected 
for excellence in marketing, 
innovation, creativity and labor 
relations. 
   The new management must 
work with labor leaders to see 
that the enmity between labor and 
management comes to an end. 
This division is a holdover from 
the early years of the last century, 
when unions brought workers 
job security and better wages and 
benefits. But as Walter Reuther, 
the former head of the United 
Automobile Workers, said to my 
father, “Getting more and more 
pay for less and less work is a 
dead-end street.” 
You don’t have to look far for 
industries with unions that went 

Let Detroit Go Bankrupt
From Page 1

down that road.  Companies in the 
21st century cannot perpetuate the 
destructive labor relations of the 
20th. This will mean a new direction 
for the U.A.W., profit sharing or 
stock grants to all employees and 
a change in Big Three management 
culture.
   The need for collaboration will 
mean accepting sanity in salaries 
and perks. At American Motors, 
my dad cut his pay and that of his 
executive team, he bought stock in 
the company, and he went out to 
factories to talk to workers directly. 
Get rid of the planes, the executive 
dining rooms — all the symbols 
that breed resentment among the 
hundreds of thousands who will 
also be sacrificing to keep the 
companies afloat. 
Investments must be made for the 
future. No more focus on quarterly 
earnings or the kind of short-term 
stock appreciation that means 
quick riches for executives with 
options. Manage with an eye on 

cash flow, balance sheets and long-
term appreciation. Invest in truly 
competitive products and innovative 
technologies — especially fuel-
saving designs — that may not 
arrive for years. Starving research 
and development is like eating the 
seed corn.
   Just as important to the future of 
American carmakers is the sales 
force. When sales are down, you 
don’t want to lose the only people 
who can get them to grow. So don’t 
fire the best dealers, and don’t 
crush them with new financial or 
performance demands they can’t 
meet.
   It is not wrong to ask for 
government help, but the 
automakers should come up with a 
win-win proposition. I believe the 
federal government should invest 
substantially more in basic research 
— on new energy sources, fuel-
economy technology, materials 
science and the like — that will 
ultimately benefit the automotive 

industry, along with many others. 
I believe Washington should raise 
energy research spending to $20 
billion a year, from the $4 billion 
that is spent today. The research 
could be done at universities, at 
research labs and even through 
public-private collaboration. The 
federal government should also 
rectify the imbedded tax penalties 
that favor foreign carmakers.
   But don’t ask Washington to give 
shareholders and bondholders a free 
pass — they bet on management 
and they lost.
   The American auto industry 
is vital to our national interest 
as an employer and as a hub 
for manufacturing. A managed 
bankruptcy may be the only path 
to the fundamental restructuring 
the industry needs. It would permit 
the companies to shed excess labor, 
pension and real estate costs. The 
federal government should provide 
guarantees for post-bankruptcy 
financing and assure car buyers that 

their warranties are not at risk.
   In a managed bankruptcy, the 
federal government would propel 
newly competitive and viable 
automakers, rather than seal their 
fate with a bailout check.
  

Mitt Romney, is the former 
governor of Massachusetts, 
and was a candidate for this 

year’s Republican presidential 
nomination.
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Weir Only Human: The Crushing of Sarah Palin
By Bob Weir
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   The other day, as I was watching 
one of the television news stations, 
I had to quickly check my calendar 
because I had the feeling that I 
may have only dreamt that the 
election was over. The reason for 
my confusion was that several 
commentators were still taking 
shots at Sarah Palin. Here it was, 
a couple of weeks after the woman 
had left the campaign trail, and the 
abuse was as strident as it had been 
throughout her months’ long quest 
for the second spot on the ticket. The 
man, who ran for the first spot on 
the ticket, had shed his bulletproof 
armor; yet, the woman still needed 
Secret Service protection.  The 
continuous assault on Sarah Palin is 
not so difficult to understand. In fact, 
it can be summed up thusly: she’s a 
woman opposed to abortion. You 
see, when a man says he’s opposed 
to abortion, women who disagree 

can accuse him of trying to control 
a woman’s body and/or simply not 
understanding how a woman feels 
about dealing with pregnancy, 
career achievement and defeating 
the “good ole boy” network. But, 
how are they going to justify that 
to a Sarah Palin, who has raised a 
family, been elected to the highest 
office in her state and has gained a 
reputation as a corruption fighter?   
   Governor Palin represents a 
stake in the heart of the abortion 
movement and for that reason alone, 
she must be sniped at, ridiculed and 
trashed until her name becomes a 
scarlet letter on the bosom of every 
woman who dares to challenge the 
inner sanctum of liberal orthodoxy. 
Clarence Thomas, during his 
Supreme Court nomination process, 
went through a similar pattern of 
degrading denunciation from those 
who feared that a black conservative 

would make it more difficult 
for liberals 
to polarize 
the country. 
According to 
some nebulous 
formula that 
only exists in 
the maladjusted 
minds of mental 
misfits, every 
black person should be reading 
from the same script. In other 
words, they dare not stray off 
the reservation. A black who can 
think and act independently is 
likely to be the victim of a “high-
tech lynching,” as Justice Thomas 
referred to it during the outrageous 
Anita Hill imbroglio. 
   Inasmuch as we live in a country 
that has become obsessively 
egocentric, we have entire groups 
who dedicate themselves to single 

issues. If you believe that women 
should have the 
right to kill their 
fetuses, you may 
be willing to 
elect someone 
with questionable 
credentials who 
is pro-abortion, 
over someone 
with a sterling 

reputation who is pro-life. For these 
ideological narcissists, nothing is 
more important than the continued 
growth and consolidation of 
their power base. They wouldn’t 
spend a New York minute on 
the examination of a candidate’s 
qualification, education or history 
of accomplishment. All they want 
to know is; will she or he support 
them in their battle to keep abortion 
legal. Not that they’ll openly admit 
it. On the contrary, you’ll often 

hear them say they don’t believe 
in a litmus test for public office. 
However, the moment they see a 
name on a list that’s connected with 
pro-life, their eraser will be ground 
down. Even Obama, when asked 
about Justice Thomas during the 
campaign, said, with obsequious 
submission, that he would not have 
nominated him.  
   That was merely another knee-
jerk genuflection to the pro-
abortion jackals, whose sharpened 
fangs, dripping with the blood of 
infidels, were poised to pounce 
on another lost sheep with the 
temerity to stray from the flock. 
The reality is; we have a plethora 
of organizations across the country 
whose sole reason for existence is 
to, not merely defeat anti-abortion 
candidates, but to cripple them so 
they can never run again. The same 
can be said for those in favor of gay 

marriage. With the recent passage of 
Proposition 8 in California, which 
limits the definition of marriage 
to a union between a man and a 
woman, gay activists have not only 
taken to the streets in protest, which 
is their right, but they have also 
engaged in what some call “terrorist 
activities.” Churches, businesses 
and individuals who had supported 
the proposition have become targets 
of harassment and death threats. 
The fact that a majority of voters 
signed on doesn’t matter to these 
rabid malcontents. They have no 
use for the democratic process 
unless it favors them. Sarah Palin 
lost, but her wholesome, family 
values image continues to be a 
threat, hence, she must be crushed. 

Bob Weir is a contributing 
columnist to Yonkers Tribune 

and Westchester Times Tribune. 
BobWeir777@aol.com.

   At the height of the Great 
Depression, unemployment reached 
25 percent.  Today, according to 
The New York Times on November 
17th, “The unemployment rate 
was likely to peak at 7.5 percent 
by the third quarter of 2009…The 
unemployment rate rose to a 14-year 
peak of 6.5 percent in October.”
   Even with the threat of another 
Great Depression hanging 
over their heads, the House of 
Representatives refused to vote 
for a bill that gave the Secretary 
of the Treasury unlimited power 
to spend as he saw fit $700 billion 
dollars.  This money was intended 
to secure liquidity in the country’s 
financial institutions by buying 
their so-called “toxic assets.”  
   The bill gave the Secretary stunning 
powers, which could not be 
appealed to any court.  He was to 
be immune from any oversight 
whatsoever.  A sufficient number 

The Largest Heist in America’s History, Only It’s Legal
of House members, to their great 
credit, refused to go along and the 
legislation was defeated by a vote of 
228 to 205.  Paulson and Bernanke, 
joined by all of the major economic 
leaders of our country, went to work 
and got the Senate to pass a slightly 
improved bill, providing among 
other things, that while the Secretary 
would continue to administer the 
fund with enormous unilateral 
power, he could only disperse half 
of the fund, $350 billion, after 
which he would have to seek to 
get the Congress to release the 
balance.  This would give Congress 
the opportunity to add additional 
conditions, if they were needed.  To 
date, Paulson has committed all but 
$60 billion of the $350 billion fund 
under his control. 
   This extraordinary 
legislation passed the House by a 
vote of 263 to 171, having passed 
the Senate earlier by a vote of 74 to 

25, and was immediately signed into 
law by President Bush on October 
3rd.  Six weeks later, Paulson 
announced he had made a mistake 
in his approach to correcting the 
liquidity problem and wants now to 
modify his future strategy.  He will 
no longer buy “toxic assets,” but 
take an equity position in financial 
firms.  
   It is not clear to me if he is seeking 
Congressional approval for that, 
but probably so, because Congress 
must agree to allow him to expend 
the balance of $350 billion.  In 
the meanwhile, liquidity has not 
been achieved.  What the Treasury 
Secretary has done is expand the 
categories of applicants seeking 
to obtain money from the $700 
billion spigot.  He has approved 
loans to banks, also to General 
Motors, Chrysler and Ford for $25 
billion with an endorsement of their 
request for another $25 billion to 

the automakers coming from TARP, 
and he has dispensed or agreed to 
dispense, a total of $150 billion to 
the gigantic insurance company, 
A.I.G. 
   The name of the program, TARP 
(Troubled Asset Relief Program), is 
an apt one, since tarp is a nautical 
term for cover, and we now have, in 
addition to all our other problems, 
a cover-up engaged in by Secretary 
Paulson who refuses to provide 
details of the loans he made in 
response to FOIL requests of the 
media.
   Recently, someone wrote to me, 
commenting on my suggestions 
on dealing with liquidity and the 
sub-prime mortgage crises.  First, 
I suggested that banks receiving 
bailout funds agree to commence 
lending to creditworthy applicants 
or not be eligible to receive the 
funding.  Second, bankruptcy 
judges, who are court officers, 

should be given the power to 
evaluate the mortgages before them 
and make independent decisions 
on modification, as they do other 
contracts before them.  I believe that 
banks, knowing that an independent 
authority can make such decisions, 
will prefer to negotiate directly with 
the mortgagor, rather than have a 
decision imposed upon them by a 
judge.
   The writer stated, “I’m not 
anything like an expert on banking 
and mortgages, but your message on 
a pure common sense basis sounds 
both right and reasonable.”  I wrote 
back, “The experts have failed us…
so don’t be too humble.”
   Adding to the public’s outrage was 
the position taken by President Bush 
at his appearance at the U.S. Sub-
Treasury Building on November 
13th.  With the stock market in 
freefall and the unemployment 
rolls rising daily, he defended his 

administration’s failure to regulate 
the stock market and the mortgage 
market.  He said, “The crisis was 
not a failure of the free-market 
system, and the answer is not 
to try to reinvent that system…
Free-market capitalism is far more 
than an economic theory.  It is 
the engine of social mobility, the 
highway to the American dream….
We must recognize that government 
intervention is not a cure-all.  
History has shown that the greater 
threat to economic prosperity is not 
too little government involvement 
in the market, but too much.” 
   Bottom line:  there is a shocking 
lack of leadership in Washington 
and throughout our financial 
system.  Is it unfair to say that the 
lunatics have been, and still are, 
running the asylum?

 

   Having written this column on 
November 19, 2008, Election Day 
came two weeks ago, and so far 
the great majority is satisfied with 
what President-elect Barack Obama 
appears to be doing and saying.
   Obama has reached out to people, 
including former adversaries.  
The relatively little he has said 
in public has been sensible, and 
he has shown a refreshing sense 
of humor, including mild self-
deprecation.  From his demeanor 
on the campaign trail we sensed 
that the candidate was comfortable 
in his own skin.  He seems to be 
adapting well to his new role as 
president-elect.  
   It was both sensible and courteous 
of Obama to have resigned 
from the Senate Sunday rather 
than participate in a lame duck 
session, which may end in partisan 
disagreement.  The decision will 
give his successor additional 
seniority, assuming that Governor 
Rod Blagojevich of Illinois makes 
a timely appointment.   
   We also think Hillary Rodham 
Clinton would make a very good 
Secretary of State.  Speculation 
over her appointment reminds us 
of Abraham Lincoln’s cabinet, 
described by Doris Kearns Goodwin 
in her book, Team of Rivals.  Obama, 
in fact, seems to be channeling his 
fellow Illinoisan in many ways.  We 
cannot think of a better role model.   
Lincoln named Senator William 
H. Seward Secretary of State in 

Obama Off to Promising Start  
But Controversial Decisions, Economic Issues Lie Ahead

By Henry J. Stern

1861, even though the senator had 
competed with Lincoln for the 
Republican presidential nomination 
a year earlier.  Seward, a New 
Yorker, was the early favorite for the 
nomination but spent eight months 
traveling in Europe, during which 
time the lesser known Lincoln 
rounded up delegates.  
   At the Republican convention of 
1860, which was held in Chicago, 
the man from Illinois who had 
served just one term in Congress 
defeated the better-known New 
Yorker.   After the President was 
assassinated, Secretary Seward 
continued to serve under the first 
President Johnson.  In 1867 Seward 
reached an agreement with Czar 
Alexander II, which eventually 
resulted in Sarah Palin’s nomination 
for Vice President, as well as her 
view of the Czar’s successors’ 
domain.
   Edwin M. Stanton, who had 
been Attorney General under 
President James Buchanan, was 
appointed Secretary of War 
(renamed “Secretary of Defense” in 
1947).  Stanton was not originally 
sympathetic to Lincoln and did not 
hide his personal feelings towards 
the man, once calling him “a long 
armed ape.”  Still, Stanton accepted 
the cabinet position in 1862 “to help 
save the country,” and later came 
to respect the President.   When 
Lincoln died on April 15, 1865, 
Stanton said: “There lies the most 
perfect ruler of men the world has 

ever seen.  Now he belongs to the 
ages.”
   Eventually, Obama will disappoint 
people, because Democrats and 
Republicans have 
a wide variety of 
opinions.  But those 
who feared that the 
Reverend Jeremiah 
Wright would swear 
in the new President 
on the Koran and 
that William Ayers 
would be appointed 
Secretary of 
Education should 
now feel more 
comfortable than 
they did a month 
ago.
   We hope that former President 
Clinton will be able to modify his 
activities sufficiently to allow his 
wife to serve as Secretary of State.  
One cannot be the First Citizen of 
the World, with business interests 
everywhere, while one’s life partner 
is the foreign minister of a country 
with its own national interests.  We 
don’t believe for a moment that Sen. 
Clinton would defer to her husband 
on any substantive issue. 
   Nevertheless, appearances are 
important, especially on a world 
stage.  The status of women is at 
issue around the globe, as the United 
States seeks to expand women’s 
rights to work, to own property, 
even to drive an automobile.  In this 
effort, we are in opposition to other 

cultures, including some Islamic 
states, which treat those aspects of 
everyday life as male privileges.  
   We also think Secretary Clinton 

will bring strong 
leadership to an 
agency which has 
been particularly 
unsympathetic to all 
kinds of minorities, 
even Jews.  It has 
been reported that, 
in 1948, Secretary 
George C. 
Marshall opposed 
the recognition 
of Israel and 
threatened to vote 
against President 
Truman if the U.S. 

recognized the infant state.  Truman 
recognized Israel eleven minutes 
after it came into existence on May 
14, 1948.  We do not know how 
General Marshall actually voted, 
but in January 1949, President 
Truman appointed Dean Acheson 
as Secretary of State 
   The blunt remark made by 
Secretary James A. Baker in 1992 
about the Jews was made public by 
former Mayor Edward I. Koch in 
his column in the New York Post.  
Baker’s harsh words should not be 
considered anti-Semitic because 
they dealt with the voting behavior 
of American Jews, not their merits 
nor their feelings about Israel.
   The names and resumes of people 
reportedly being considered for 

other top positions are impressive.  
In terms of their academic and 
professional backgrounds, the 
contrast between them and Bush 
appointees is striking.  Bush 
43 deserves credit for late-term 
appointments such as Josh Bolten 
as Chief of Staff and Robert Gates 
as Secretary of Defense.  
   The Darth Vader of the Bush team 
was Vice President Cheney.  What 
Bush 43 tried to avoid was repeating 
Bush 41’s error in choosing as Vice 
President Senator Dan Quayle of 
Indiana.   Quayle turned out to be 
a lightweight who was little help 
to 41 as Vice President.  So Bush 
43 chose Cheney, head of his VP 
selection committee and probably 
one of the smartest people he 
knew.  Out of excessive respect 
for Cheney’s ability and intellect, 
the President deferred to him far 
more than he should have.  The 
result has been disastrous in Iraq 
and elsewhere.  It is quite possible 
to be both smart and wrong.  Think 
Vietnam.
   Meanwhile, the struggle for the 
soul (or what soul remains) of 
the Republican Party continues.  
But similar divisions exist within 
the Democratic Party, between 
moderates and radicals.  There is 
perpetual intra-party conflict whose 
outcome varies with the times, 
often depending on the popularity 
of individual candidates.
   This is a period of national 
transition, economic disaster 

and municipal uncertainty.  We 
remember that in 2000 people said 
that there would never be another 
election if Bush won.  Not only were 
elections held in 2004 and 2008, 
but the Bush people did not even try 
to tamper with the Constitution to 
allow a third term, despite the fact 
that the national emergencies we 
now face are more serious than they 
were eight years ago.
   Americans of good faith hope 
for the success of the incoming 
Obama administration.  We have 
every reason to believe it will 
be more friendly to cities and to 
urban needs than its predecessor 
was.  We expect more progress in 
fighting climate change; protecting 
the parks, forests and oceans; and 
promoting stem cell research than 
we have seen.  Finally, we hope 
these issues are not sidetracked by 
squabbles between parties.  Senator 
McCain should be able to play a 
significant role in preventing or 
mitigating partisan disputes.
We refrain today from discussing 
the problems of the City and State 
of New York.  Sufficient to the day 
is the evil thereof.

Henry J. Stern is the New York 
Civic. Peruse his archive online 

at NYCivic.org, directing email to 
StarQuest@nycivic.org.

When Euphoria Melts 
Away on a Westchester 
Morning

Dear Editor Westchester Times 
Tribune,
    On Tuesday night I was filled with 
euphoria as I listened to President-
elect, Obama’s victory speech. 
I was living in a nation where 
finally people were not “judged by 
the color of their skin, but by the 
content of their character.” These 
feelings dissipated on Friday when 
I was harassed by the Westchester 
police for no reason other than the 
fact that my skin was brown. 
   On Friday morning, November 
7th, 11am, I had missed my train 

from Valhalla to Grand Central so 
I decided to appreciate the beautiful 
fall day by walking to the North 
White Plains train station. I had a 
broken leg so I was walking slowly 
while taking pictures along the 
way.
  As I crossed the street to enter the 
Bronx River parkway trail I saw 
four police cars. To my surprise 
the police officers asked me to 
stop. They indicated that they had a 
report of a suspicious person taking 
pictures of the Kensico dam while 
hiding behind trees! I was amazed 
at how someone could file such 
a ridiculous report in a part of the 
country that is fairly cosmopolitan. 
Or is it? Sounds like someone 
returning from a Sarah Palin 

campaign rally.
   Within the first two minutes the 
officers examined the pictures on 
my camera and had realized that I 
had no incriminating shots. There 
was just one shot with a very 
distant and remotely visible view of 
the dam, covered for the most part 
with foliage. At this point the police 
should have realized their mistake 
and let me go on my way. However, 
they continued to harass me with 
questions and treat me as a criminal 
for the next thirty minutes.
   Some amongst the gamut of 
questions that I was asked by the 
police left me astonished. In a free 
country I was asked why I was 
walking with a broken leg. I was 
asked whether I broke my leg in 

NY or before coming here perhaps 
to insinuate that I was involved 
in a terrorist encounter.  Like a 
criminal, I was asked to show the 
contents of my book bag to prove 
that I was carrying no weapons. 
When I showed my Washington 
state drivers license, I was asked 
if I had gotten this from the DMV. 
The validity of this document has 
never been questioned anywhere. 
In spite of showing my Microsoft 
Employee badge, an identity 
document from the world’s largest 
software company, I was asked 
if I had immigration documents 
to prove that I was in this country 
legally.   
   I have tried to forget this incident 
since then but it keeps getting 

replayed in my mind. My vacation 
has been ruined and I keep asking 
myself several questions. Why did 
I have to go through this experience 
if I did nothing illegal? If the Dam 
Plaza is such an important resource, 
why wasn’t there a single police 
officer stationed there or signs 
clearly indicating that photography 
is not allowed even from a distance? 
Is this the way the Westchester 
police treat everyone taking pictures 
in the Dam Plaza? Terrorists would 
not entrust photography to a person 
with a broken foot and a point and 
shoot camera. Will the Westchester 
police be ready to apprehend 
people who intend to do real harm 
to the country when they are busy 
harassing innocent civilians?

   I was relieved when my plane 
landed at the Seattle Tacoma airport 
yesterday. I had returned to a part 
of the country where people do not 
use the tragedy of 9/11 to justify 
racism. We have a long way to go to 
realize Dr. King’s dream, when the 
people in a supposedly progressive 
part of the country are not able to 
look beyond the color of a person’s 
skin. 
 
Sincerely,
Subhasish Bhattacharya
Redmond, WA 98052
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

BRONXVILLE, NY -- Noel Fine Art 
presents their 25th Annual Holiday 
Exhibition comprised of paintings, 
collages, water colors, prints and 
photographs by the following 
gallery artists: Biagio Civale, Noel 
DeGaetano, Peter Devine, Michael 
Gesinger, Elissa Gore, Christian 
Kunze, Tom Lollar, Fred Mitchell, 
Alvin Most, Jenna Lyn Pallio, Luca 
Spallanzani, Leonard Stokes, Hank 
Virgona, and Mansheng Wang. In 
addition to the artists represented, 
this year’s exhibit will also feature 
vintage watches, clocks, Asian art 
and oriental rugs.
   The exhibit will open on Friday, 
November 28th and continue until 
January 31, 2009. Come for all your 
holiday gift needs – artwork is often 
appreciated by those who “have it 
all” or who are otherwise difficult 
to shop for. 
   As always, their other professional 
services will be available throughout 
the holidays, including appraisals, 
painting and sculpture restoration, 
museum-quality framing, and 
repairs on vintage watches and 
clocks. The Noel Fine Art 25th 
Annual Holiday Exhibition will 
be open from 10am to 6pm on 
Tuesday through Saturday, and 
until 8pm on Thursdays, as well as 
by appointment . 
   Noel Fine Art is located at 80 Kraft 
Avenue, Bronxville, NY 10708.
   For more information, visit our 
website at www.noelfineart.com 
, or contact the gallery director, 

Noel DeGaetano, 
at (914) 337-4050.

Noel Fine Art Celebrates Its 25th 
Annual Holiday Exhibition

Train Windows “46 
Fred Mitchell ...........( the water color was by Peter Devine)

Collage by Hank Virgona

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- Holiday 
season shows of  “The Nutcracker, A 
Suite” by the Ajkun Ballet Theater, 
including students performing, are 
scheduled at the New Rochelle 
High School Linda E. Kelly Theater 
on Friday, December 19 at 7:30 PM 
and Saturday, December 20 at 2 
PM.
   The Ajkun Ballet Theatre has been 
working with students enrolled in 
the PAVE – Performing and Visual 
Arts Education – program at New 
Rochelle High School during 
November.  Also involved in the 
production are children from the 
Daniel Webster Magnet Elementary 
School. A student instrumental 
ensemble under the direction of 
Mr. Fred Ostrofsky, will perform 
Tchaikovsky’s “Trepak”. PAVE 
I dance students under Edie Ann 
Reidy will perform a Spanish 
dance. Dance teacher Julie Preston 
is preparing student dancers in 
PAVE II through IV. English teacher 
Scott Zimmerman is coaching 
three student actors, and choral 
director Derek James is preparing 
an ensemble of student vocalists for 
the production.
   General admission is $10. Tickets 

Nutcracker to be Performed at New 
Rochelle High School

are available by calling, 
(212) 868-4444, and can 
be purchased online at 
www.smarttix.com by 
typing ‘Ajkun’ to find the 
event.
   For more information 
about the Ajkun Ballet 
Theatre visit the web 
site at www.ajkunbt.org/
performances. 

   “Ajkun Ballet Theater’s 
cherished Nutcracker is 
a great family holiday 
activity.  Based on by 
E.T.A. Hoffmann’s story 
and set to the original 
score by Pyotr Ilyich 
Tchaikovsky, this suite 
recreates the magic of the 
holiday’s favorite in a one-
hour performance.  The 
imaginative storytelling 
blends the bravura of 
outstanding company 
professionals with some of the 
finest young artists.   There is no 
greater gift than a magical memory 
and no holiday entertainment 
quite like Nutcracker! Make plans 
now to give tickets to family and 

friends before the seats fill up and 
consider making a donation to help 
offsetting cost of your community’s 
production.” - Ajkun Ballet Theatre

Artist Otto Neals and Curator Wendy 
Jones attended the opening of Grace 
Baptist Church’s exhibit “Our Joy:A 
Celebration of Life.” The exhibit 
is just one of the many activities 
celebrating the 120th anniversary 
of Grace Baptist Church.  It will be 
on display in Grace’s Worship Arts 
Center through December 28th.  
The Center is open to the public 
from 1pm to 3pm every Sunday.
Grace Baptist Church, Wors

hip Arts Center, 52 South Sixth 
Avenue, Mount Vernon, New York 

10550. www.gracebapt.org

Our Joy: A Celebration of Life
TARRYTOWN, NY --An interfaith 
holiday celebration in song will 
be presented by Tribes Hill, a 
lower Hudson Valley collective 
of singer-songwriters and their 
patrons, at the Tarrytown Music 
Hall in Tarrytown, New York, on 
Sunday, Dec. 14, at 3 p.m.  Tickets, 
priced at $20, are available at www.
tarrytownmusichall.org.
   The festive and enchanting family-
friendly afternoon of inspirational 
and seasonal music from around 
the world will be hosted by noted 
Hudson Valley storyteller Jonathan 
Kruk.  Featured performers include 
Andy Craig, Eddie Denise, Joe 
Duraes, James Durst, Kelly Flint, 
Fred Gillen Jr., David Goldman, 
Lara Herscovitch, Hope Machine, 
Joe Iadanza, Susan Kane, Judy 
Kass, Steve Kirkman, My Dad’s 

Winter Solstice Concert at Tarrytown 
Music Hall

Tribes Hill Artists Celebrate the Season with Old Favorites and 
Original Numbers

Truck, Matt Turk, and The YaYas.
   The annual Tribes Hill Winter 
Solstice Concert, now in its seventh 
year, is a gathering designed to 
give this commingling of disparate 
musical artists the opportunity 
to share a broad array of songs -- 
traditional, original, contemporary 
and classic -- from various cultures 
and in a variety of languages, to 
spotlight the diversity of celebration 
and underscore the commonality 
at the heart of festivities that take 
place this time each year.
    “Musicians who don’t regularly 
play together will collaborate, 
incorporating the variable 
of audience participation, to 
create a unique synergy of style 
and experience in an age-old 
commemoration of the passing of 
darkness and the coming of light,” 

said Rick Rock, executive director 
of the nonprofit organization that 
is based at the historic Hammond 
House in Valhalla.
   Jonathan Kruk, who was recently 
named “Best Storyteller in the 
Hudson Valley “ by Hudson Valley 
Magazine and was cited as “ 
Westchester ’s intrepid storyteller” 
in The New York Times, will 
introduce the artists and share a few 
stories.
   Tribes Hill is a nonprofit 
organization uniting musicians of 
the lower Hudson Valley region and 
their patrons in support of a music 
community that aspires to common 
goals and beliefs. 

   To learn more about Tribes Hill, 
visit www.tribeshill.com. 

 BRONXVILLE, NY -- 
AcousticMusicScene.com, an 
online publication providing news 
and commentary for the folk, roots 
and singer-songwriter communities, 
joins with Clearview Cinemas and 
Folksinger Michael Johnathon’s 
WoodSongs Old-Time Radio 
Hour to present WoodSongs at the 
Movies at Clearview’s Bronxville 
Cinemas (84 Kraft Avenue), on 
Wednesday evenings, beginning 
December 3.  An open mic and 
live, 30 to 45-minute performances 
by featured regional artists will 
precede a one-hour screening each 
week.  Showtime is 7:30 p.m. 
Tickets are $12.
   “AcousticMusicScene.com is 
delighted to join with Clearview 
Cinemas in presenting WoodSongs 

Multi-media Celebration of Acoustic Music Comes to Bronxville
WoodSongs at the Movies Set for Wednesday Nights

at the Movies in Bronxville and 
looks forward to helping expose 
people to talented emerging artists 
from throughout Westchester and 
the New York metropolitan area,” 
said Michael Kornfeld, the online 
publication’s editor and publisher. 
Kornfeld, who also serves as an 
officer of the Northeast Regional 
Folk Alliance (NERFA), views 
A c o u s t i c M u s i c S c e n e . c o m ’s 
involvement as a natural extension 
of its hosting of late-night music 
showcases at the annual NERFA 
Conference in the Catskills and 
song swaps at the Falcon Ridge Folk 
Festival.  He and Bronxville-based 
singer-songwriter Glen Roethel, 
co-creator of AcousticMusicScene.
com, will be introducing the artists 
and coordinating the open mics (for 

which sign-up begins at 7 p.m. in 
the lobby). 
   WoodSongs (www.woodsongs.
com), which began years ago in a 
small recording studio that could 
barely fit 18 people, has evolved 
into a multi-media celebration of 
grassroots music that now airs on 
nearly 500 radio stations worldwide, 
XM Satellite Radio, online, and on 
public television stations across 
the U.S.  People from all over tune 
in each week to hear WoodSongs, 
which is recorded before a live 
audience every Monday night at 
the historic Kentucky Theater in 
Lexington, Kentucky.  The new 
venture creates a concert setting for 
viewers who are unable to make a 
multi-camera taping of the show, 
which marked its 500th broadcast 

milestone on September 18 with a 
gala evening featuring special guest 
Richie Havens.
   Artists slated to appear on the 
big screen in December are Tim 
O’Brien (Dec. 3), Marie Knight 
(Dec. 10) and Over the Rhine 
(Dec. 17).  Tentatively scheduled 
for next year are Rhonda Vincent 
& The Rage (Jan. 7), Dar Williams 
(Jan. 14), John McCutcheon (Jan. 
21), Band of Heathens and Geoff 
Atcheson (Jan. 28), and Homemade 
Jamz Blues Band and the Barra 
MacNeils (Feb. 4).

http://app.streamsend.com/c/1873501/761/yOzLeRf/aKve?redirect_to=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.noelfineart.com%2Fartists.php%3Fartist%3Dcivale%26utm_source%3Dstreamsend%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_content%3D1873501%26utm_campaign%3DNoel%2520Fine%2520Art%2520Announces%252025th%2520Annual%2520Christmas%2520Show
http://app.streamsend.com/c/1873501/771/yOzLeRf/aKve?redirect_to=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.noelfineart.com%2Fartists.php%3Fartist%3Ddegaetano%26utm_source%3Dstreamsend%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_content%3D1873501%26utm_campaign%3DNoel%2520Fine%2520Art%2520Announces%252025th%2520Annual%2520Christmas%2520Show
http://app.streamsend.com/c/1873501/771/yOzLeRf/aKve?redirect_to=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.noelfineart.com%2Fartists.php%3Fartist%3Ddegaetano%26utm_source%3Dstreamsend%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_content%3D1873501%26utm_campaign%3DNoel%2520Fine%2520Art%2520Announces%252025th%2520Annual%2520Christmas%2520Show
http://app.streamsend.com/c/1873501/781/yOzLeRf/aKve?redirect_to=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.noelfineart.com%2Fartists.php%3Fartist%3Ddevine%26utm_source%3Dstreamsend%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_content%3D1873501%26utm_campaign%3DNoel%2520Fine%2520Art%2520Announces%252025th%2520Annual%2520Christmas%2520Show
http://app.streamsend.com/c/1873501/791/yOzLeRf/aKve?redirect_to=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.noelfineart.com%2Fartists.php%3Fartist%3Dgesinger%26utm_source%3Dstreamsend%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_content%3D1873501%26utm_campaign%3DNoel%2520Fine%2520Art%2520Announces%252025th%2520Annual%2520Christmas%2520Show
http://app.streamsend.com/c/1873501/791/yOzLeRf/aKve?redirect_to=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.noelfineart.com%2Fartists.php%3Fartist%3Dgesinger%26utm_source%3Dstreamsend%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_content%3D1873501%26utm_campaign%3DNoel%2520Fine%2520Art%2520Announces%252025th%2520Annual%2520Christmas%2520Show
http://app.streamsend.com/c/1873501/801/yOzLeRf/aKve?redirect_to=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.noelfineart.com%2Fartists.php%3Fartist%3Dgore%26utm_source%3Dstreamsend%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_content%3D1873501%26utm_campaign%3DNoel%2520Fine%2520Art%2520Announces%252025th%2520Annual%2520Christmas%2520Show
http://app.streamsend.com/c/1873501/811/yOzLeRf/aKve?redirect_to=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.noelfineart.com%2Fartists.php%3Fartist%3Dkunze%26utm_source%3Dstreamsend%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_content%3D1873501%26utm_campaign%3DNoel%2520Fine%2520Art%2520Announces%252025th%2520Annual%2520Christmas%2520Show
http://app.streamsend.com/c/1873501/811/yOzLeRf/aKve?redirect_to=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.noelfineart.com%2Fartists.php%3Fartist%3Dkunze%26utm_source%3Dstreamsend%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_content%3D1873501%26utm_campaign%3DNoel%2520Fine%2520Art%2520Announces%252025th%2520Annual%2520Christmas%2520Show
http://app.streamsend.com/c/1873501/821/yOzLeRf/aKve?redirect_to=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.noelfineart.com%2Fartists.php%3Fartist%3Dlollar%26utm_source%3Dstreamsend%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_content%3D1873501%26utm_campaign%3DNoel%2520Fine%2520Art%2520Announces%252025th%2520Annual%2520Christmas%2520Show
http://app.streamsend.com/c/1873501/831/yOzLeRf/aKve?redirect_to=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.noelfineart.com%2Fartists.php%3Fartist%3Dmitchell%26utm_source%3Dstreamsend%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_content%3D1873501%26utm_campaign%3DNoel%2520Fine%2520Art%2520Announces%252025th%2520Annual%2520Christmas%2520Show
http://app.streamsend.com/c/1873501/841/yOzLeRf/aKve?redirect_to=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.noelfineart.com%2Fartists.php%3Fartist%3Dmost%26utm_source%3Dstreamsend%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_content%3D1873501%26utm_campaign%3DNoel%2520Fine%2520Art%2520Announces%252025th%2520Annual%2520Christmas%2520Show
http://app.streamsend.com/c/1873501/851/yOzLeRf/aKve?redirect_to=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.noelfineart.com%2Fartists.php%3Fartist%3Dpallio%26utm_source%3Dstreamsend%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_content%3D1873501%26utm_campaign%3DNoel%2520Fine%2520Art%2520Announces%252025th%2520Annual%2520Christmas%2520Show
http://app.streamsend.com/c/1873501/861/yOzLeRf/aKve?redirect_to=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.noelfineart.com%2Fartists.php%3Fartist%3Dspallanzani%26utm_source%3Dstreamsend%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_content%3D1873501%26utm_campaign%3DNoel%2520Fine%2520Art%2520Announces%252025th%2520Annual%2520Christmas%2520Show
http://app.streamsend.com/c/1873501/861/yOzLeRf/aKve?redirect_to=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.noelfineart.com%2Fartists.php%3Fartist%3Dspallanzani%26utm_source%3Dstreamsend%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_content%3D1873501%26utm_campaign%3DNoel%2520Fine%2520Art%2520Announces%252025th%2520Annual%2520Christmas%2520Show
http://app.streamsend.com/c/1873501/871/yOzLeRf/aKve?redirect_to=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.noelfineart.com%2Fartists.php%3Fartist%3Dstokes%26utm_source%3Dstreamsend%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_content%3D1873501%26utm_campaign%3DNoel%2520Fine%2520Art%2520Announces%252025th%2520Annual%2520Christmas%2520Show
http://app.streamsend.com/c/1873501/881/yOzLeRf/aKve?redirect_to=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.noelfineart.com%2Fartists.php%3Fartist%3Dvirgona%26utm_source%3Dstreamsend%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_content%3D1873501%26utm_campaign%3DNoel%2520Fine%2520Art%2520Announces%252025th%2520Annual%2520Christmas%2520Show
http://app.streamsend.com/c/1873501/881/yOzLeRf/aKve?redirect_to=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.noelfineart.com%2Fartists.php%3Fartist%3Dvirgona%26utm_source%3Dstreamsend%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_content%3D1873501%26utm_campaign%3DNoel%2520Fine%2520Art%2520Announces%252025th%2520Annual%2520Christmas%2520Show
http://app.streamsend.com/c/1873501/891/yOzLeRf/aKve?redirect_to=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.noelfineart.com%2Fartists.php%3Fartist%3Dwang%26utm_source%3Dstreamsend%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_content%3D1873501%26utm_campaign%3DNoel%2520Fine%2520Art%2520Announces%252025th%2520Annual%2520Christmas%2520Show
http://app.streamsend.com/c/1873501/901/yOzLeRf/aKve?redirect_to=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.noelfineart.com%3Futm_source%3Dstreamsend%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_content%3D1873501%26utm_campaign%3DNoel%2520Fine%2520Art%2520Announces%252025th%2520Annual%2520Christmas%2520Show
http://www.smarttix.com
http://www.ajkunbt.org/performances
http://www.ajkunbt.org/performances
http://www.gracebapt.org
http://www.tarrytownmusichall.org/
http://www.tarrytownmusichall.org/
http://www.tribeshill.com
http://AcousticMusicScene.com
http://AcousticMusicScene.com
http://AcousticMusicScene.com
http://AcousticMusicScene.com
http://www.woodsongs.com
http://www.woodsongs.com
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RYE BROOK, NY – Children’s 
book author Tricia Grosso Clancy 
will be available to sign copies 
of her book, “Dylan Remembers 
Daddy,” from 12 Noon through 
3 pm, on December 6, 2008, at 
Borders, 106 South Ridge Street, 
Rye Brook, NY 10573.

Author Tricia Grosso 
Clancy Book Signing in 

Rye Brook
DOBBS FERRY, NY -- The 
Greenburgh Hebrew Center will 
host its annual Book Fair and 
Holiday Boutique on Sunday, 
December 7th from 9:00 am to 1:30 
pm.  
   The fair will feature a unique 
and broad selection of secular and 
Judaic books for all ages.  Main 
Street Books of White Plains, 
serving Westchester for 30 years, 
will provide the book selection. 
The selection includes hardcover 
and softcover books.  The Boutique 
features Hanukkah and Judaic 
giftware.  Renowned children’s 
musical entertainer Zev will 
entertain the children for free from 
10:00 am – 10:45 am.  

GHC to Host Book Fair and Boutique
Free Children’s Entertainment and “Meet the Author” Too!

   Children’s 
author Nora 
Baskin will 
give a talk 
at the Fair 
on The Truth 
About my 
Bat Mitzvah, 
at 11:00 am. 
Her book will 
be available 
for purchase. 
Also for sale 
will be Ellen 
F e l d m a n ’ s 
recent acclaimed book, Scottsboro: 
A Novel.  Ms. Feldman will be the 
guest speaker at a book discussion 
at Greenburgh Hebrew Center on 

December 9th 
at 7:30 pm.
   Nora 
Baskin’s book 
is about 
s e v e n t h -
g r a d e r 
C a r o l i n e 
Weeks who 
has never 
really thought 
about the fact 
that her mom 
is Jewish 
and her dad 

isn’t, or that her family celebrates 
both Christmas and Hanukkah. 
Then Caroline’s Nana dies around 
the same time that Caroline’s best 

friend, Rachel, is having her bat 
mitzvah, and Caroline starts getting 
more curious about her Jewish 
identity. Would her Nana have 
wanted her to be Jewish? But if 
Caroline does start going to temple 
and being more observant, won’t 
that upset her dad? To be Jewish, 
does she have to have a fancy bat 
mitzvah like Rachel? This is a novel 
about a girl trying to find herself.
   Food and beverages are available 
at the Bagel Café.  9:00 am – 
1:30 pm.  Cash or check only.  
Greenburgh Hebrew Center, 515 
Broadway, Dobbs Ferry.  (914) 
693-4260.  www.g-h-c.org

BALDWIN PLACE, NY -- Toy 
stores are often a magical place; 
a charming setting where 
reality meets the land of 
make-believe. In an effort 
to share that enchantment 
with the local community, 
Learning Express of 
Baldwin Place will host a 
book signing with Carole 
Aebersold author of the 
wildly popular holiday 
book The Elf on the Shelf-A 
Christmas Tradition. 
   The event will take place 
on Friday, December 5 from 
12:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m. at the 
Learning Express Toy store, 
Somers Commons, 80 Route 
6, in Baldwin Place, New 
York. Carole Aebersold 
will conduct a reading of 
her book at 12:00 p.m. and 
will remain on site to sign 
copies and speak with fans both big 
and small. Carole Aebersold’s book 
The Elf on the Shelf-A Christmas 
Tradition is all about the scout elf 
that Santa sends to each home to 
watch the children’s behavior. The 
elf gets his Christmas magic when 
the family gives him a name of his 
own. Then, each night after the 
kids are tucked in bed the elf flies 
to the North Pole where he reports 
to Santa who had been naughty or 
nice that day. Before the children 
awaken the elf has returned to their 
home but he is observing from a 
new post in the house. 
   “Learning Express isn’t your 
typical toy store – its personality lies 
in our charm and our commitment 
to working with customers one-on-
one to find the perfect gift. We hope 
this event offers local residents a 
glimpse of the fun times behind our 
doors,” said Warren Low, owner 
of Learning Express of Baldwin 
Place. 
   Part of your neighborhood and 
locally owned, Learning Express is 
the leading  franchisor in specialty 

Local Learning Express 
Hosting Book Signing

Author of Elf on the Shelf will be on Site

toy stores and prides itself on 
the quality and uniqueness of its 

selection of merchandise, Low says. 
Their shelves are stocked with an 
array of fun and innovative toys from 
all the important categories: games 
and puzzles, books, development 
toddler toys, arts and crafts kits, 
science and nature products, dolls, 
sports and construction toys.
   Learning Express offers quality 
toys and a hands-on atmosphere 
to foster learning. The company 
offers its customers a fun, friendly 
environment and one-of-a-kind 
toys. They hold a number of fun 
and educational events throughout 
the year, Low said. 
“I am hoping that we all take 
something away from this event. 
It should be a great experience for 
everyone,” said Low. “It is very 
important to all us to be involved 
with our community and engage 
our neighbors in fun events such as 
this one.”

   For more information about 
Learning Express, contact Warren 

Low at 914-621-0012.                                                                                             

FORT LAUDERDALE, FL -- A 
year and a half after acquiring the 
Miami Subs restaurant chain from 
Nathan’s Famous Inc., Miami Subs 
Corporation has taken flight on 
the fast track of expansion both 
domestically and internationally.  
Since the acquisition in May ’07 
many new initiatives have begun 
taking shape including changing 
their name to the Miami Subs 
Pizza & Grill while introducing a 
complete line of specialty Signature 
Pizzas, home delivery through a 
one number order processing center 
and an online ordering system.  Six 
new franchised locations will be 
opening in the immediate future: 
three in New York, two in South 
Florida and one in Duncan, South 
Carolina.  All six new stores are 
scheduled to open within weeks of 
each other. 
   The New York locations are part 
of a five-year, 100-store Master 
Area Development Agreement 
which was inked in June 08. The 
New York group’s first locations 
are to open in Yonkers, Queens, 
and Freeport Long Island. This 
same group has confirmed that they 
have sold and are ready to build an 
additional six restaurants in New 
York within the next 120 days. 
   As part of their expansion 
program Miami Subs Pizza & 
Grill has opened a new unit in the 
Cayman Islands and most recently 
in Turkey. In addition there are two 
stores currently under construction 
in Romania.
   “When we first took control of 
the company our initial goal was 
to evaluate the legacy stores and 
begin the process of remodeling 
and updating the restaurant units 
as well as our menu,” said Fraser 
Austin, Miami Subs Pizza and Grill 
VP for Marketing & Operations. 
“With that project successfully 
underway we invoked our long-
term goal of establishing 500 stores 
in five years.”  
   “We’ve developed a new store 
design that we feel will be more 
attractive to today’s fast casual 

Six Locations Race to be the First “New” Miami 
Subs Pizza & Grill Location

New York Franchise Group’s Schedules Openings in Yonkers, Queens, and Freeport
consumer,” said Rich Rudner, 
Director of Communications. 
“However we made certain that 
we preserved many of the elements 
attributed to the classic Miami Subs 
Pizza & Grill that has made it the 
viable and recognizable brand for 
nearly 20 years.”
   Miami Subs Pizza and Grill, as its 
name implies, not only introduced 
an entire line of specialty 
Signature Pizzas to its menu but 
a comprehensive Home & Office 
delivery system through a one 
number central order processing 
system as well as online ordering 
for all participating stores in North 
America.
   “We’ve just started our roll-out of 
Pizza which will encompass almost 
all of our South Florida locations 
within the next 5 weeks,” said 

Marty Theriac, Director of Pizza 
Operations.  “We use nothing but the 
finest ingredients which is what will 
set us apart from our competition. 
We’re confident our customers 
will be extremely pleased with the 
quality and most of all, the taste of 
our Signature Pizza offerings.”
   When fully operational the only 
thing that a Miami Subs Pizza and 
Grill customer will need to know 
to order pizza or any of our menu 
offerings including our famous 
Philly Cheese Steaks & Gyro 
Platters is the song jingle bells; sing 
it to remember the toll free ordering 
number 1-888-888-36-08.
   “We’re quite pleased that our 
business has remained steady in 
such a difficult economy,” stressed 
Fraser Austin.  “We believe a Miami 
Subs Pizza & Grill franchise is an 

outstanding opportunity for anyone 
looking to build a successful 
business using a blueprint for 
success which has been 20 years 
in the making. What’s particularly 
gratifying is the reaction we’ve had 
from potential franchisees.  We have 
been receiving unsolicited calls 
from all around the world inquiring 
about the franchise rights for entire 
countries.  It’s clear that the word 
is out that that the new ownership 
of the New Miami Subs Pizza & 
Grill is committed to growing the 
chain and is taking all the right 
steps to become a major player in 
the QSR/Fast Casual Segments of 
the Market.”

   For more information on The 
New Miami Subs Pizza & Grill go 

to www.miamisubs.com 

http://www.g-h-c.org/
http://www.miamisubs.com/
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The Fine Print
By Lisa Fine 

YONKERS, NY -- This year, 
our financial markets have been 
tested in unprecedented ways. 
And though the global landscape 
has become increasingly complex, 
one thing has remained consistent: 
Citi’s commitment to helping our 
clients and customers find 
solutions that will drive 
their financial success. 
   That is why we are 
diversified across a broad 
range of markets and 
businesses in over 100 
countries. Why we are streamlining 
our operations. And why we 
are using our global presence, 
knowledge and expertise, along 
with almost 200 years of experience, 
to rise to the challenges and take 
advantage of new opportunities. 
    That is why 200 million people 
around the globe have put their trust 
in Citi to take control and secure their 
futures. And why we are offering 
them solutions like risk-free savings 
products, unparalleled financial 
guidance, credit cards that give you 
cash back and the Citi Homeowner 
Assistance Plan that will enable half 
a million Americans to make their 
payments and stay in their homes. 
   That is why now, more than 

Confidence with Citi
By Martin W. Ball

ever, you can feel confident 
that Citi never sleeps. 
   Having a good bank is essential. 
But having a great bank that is both 
your champion and protector? That’s 
even better. That is exactly what you 
have when you bank with Citibank. 

Stable and on-course. Just 
what you want your bank to be. 
   Citi is one of the world’s largest 
and most stable financial firms 
- with stockholders’ equity of 
$126 billion*, and more than 
7,850 branches and 33,000 fee-
free access ATMs around the 
world. Our time-tested track 
record dates back to 1812, so we 
are experts at navigating the ups 
and downs of financial markets. 
Citibank provides value, service 
and stability you can count on, in 
good times and in turbulent times. 
Citibank has the financial 
strength to protect your assets. 
   During the past year, Citi has taken 
significant steps to manage risk 

and further strengthen our balance 
sheet. These steps mean that our 
200 million customer accounts 
around the world can feel even more 
confident about having Citi as their 
banking partner - and champion. 
FDIC Insurance. 

   At Citibank, you can rest 
assured that your interest 
bearing accounts are FDIC 
insured up to $250,000 
per depositor through 
December 31, 2009. 
Our commitment to you. 

As a Citibank customer, you can 
benefit from Citi’s strength. We put 
our customers first and are ready 
to partner with you to help you 
achieve financial success. With 
the right combination of products 
and services, along with the 
added security of FDIC insurance, 
we can help you work toward 
achieving your financial goals. 

Martin W. Ball is Vice President 
- Financial Center Manager at 
the Citibank Yonkers Financial 

Center located at 86 Main Street, 
Yonkers, NY 10701. Contact him at  
(914) 964-2464, or direct  email to 

martin.ball@citi.com.

   It is the week of Thanksgiving and 
there are so many ways that we can 
give thanks. It is the perfect time to 
think of those in need and to help 
those less fortunate than ourselves. 
Following are just a few suggestions 
and where to give to help make a 
difference now for those right here 
in our community. Hopefully our 
generosity and thoughtfulness will 
continue all year long. 
Hilltop Hanover has turned its farm 
stand into a receiving center for 
canned and dried goods that will 
be donated to local food pantries 
throughout the months of November 
and December. Hilltop Hanover 
Farm is located at 1271 Hanover 
Street in Yorktown Heights.   
   In keeping with the mission of 
the Community Center of Northern 
Westchester to provide food and 

clothing for those in need, Premier 
Martial Arts at 717 A Bedford Road 
in Bedford Hills, will be accepting 
donations of new warm sleepwear, 
robes, socks and slippers for 
children, ages infant through 18 
years. This drop-off center will 
benefit the Katonah Community 
Center through December 22. 
   The Peekskill City School District 
is collecting winter clothing for their 
PTO Drive. Donations are being 
accepted at the Administration 
Building at 1031 Elm Street in 
Peekskill. 
   The Rotary Club of Port Chester-
Rye Brook is holding a food drive 
to benefit the Holy Rosary Food 
Pantry. 
   The United States Marine Corps 
Reserve Annual Toys for Tots 
Program is again underway. Over 

the past few years, more than 
100,000 new unwrapped toys have 
been collected in our area and gifted 
to needy children in the community. 
Hundreds of volunteer drop-off 
locations can be found throughout 
the Westchester/Putnam counties.   
   And let’s not forget our animal 
friends either. “Pillows for Puppies” 
along with new or used blankets 
and towels, are being collected 
at Fivecat Studios at 48 Wheeler 
Avenue in Pleasantville for the 
SPCA of Westchester and HI-TOR 
Animal Care Center. 

To submit information for The 
Fine Print, please send emails to 
TheFinePrintNY@verizon.net, 
call 914 243-9761, or visit the 

www.LisaFineCommunications.
com 

Website.

The Gramercy of White Plains Donates 
Fitness Equipment 

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- The 
Gramercy of White Plains’ recent 
effort completing the renovation 
of their fitness room, they gave 
back to community by donating 
all of the equipment to the White 
Plains Youth Center and the 
White Plains Fire Department 
   In response to their generous 
philanthropy, Joseph M. Delfino, 
Mayor of White Plains, and Frank 
Williams, Director of White 
Plains Youth Bureau thanked 
Philip Restifo, the president of 
Haveland Estates, LLC, owner of 
The Gramercy for their generous 
contributions.

HAWTHORNE, NY -- The 
Friendship Circle is a unique 
organization with a refreshing 
approach to helping families of 
children with special needs. Their 
innovative program and creative 
activities are designed to foster a 
relationship between community 
teenagers and the children with 
special needs involving them in 
a full range of Jewish and social 
experiences.

Dreidels and Doughnuts
   To that end, The Friendship 
Circle invites children with special 
needs along with their families to 
an exciting and fun ‘Dreidels and 
Doughnuts’ Chanukah Festival on 
Sunday, December 21, from 1:00 
p.m. until 2:30 p.m. The event is 
free of charge. The event will be 
held at the Westchester ARC, The 
Gleeson-Israel Gateway Center, 265 
Saw Mill River Road, Hawthorne, 
New York 10532. 

   The festival will include many fun 
filled games and arts and crafts for 
Chanukah including dreidel games, 
menorah making, Chanukah sand 
art, and much, much more. 
   To accomplish your reservation to 
the event, or for more information 
about the program, or about The 
Friendship Circle, please call Nuchie 
at (347) 526-9592 or direct email 
to friendshipcirclehudsonriver@
gmail.com.  

YONKERS, NY -- Yonkers Public 
Library’s Riverfront Library will 
host a free seminar and discussion 
about Social Security, Medicare 
Part-D, and Senior Benefits.  
Presenter Jack Scarangella will 
discuss the many Medicare benefits 
available to seniors, as well as 
those younger, that can help pay for 
prescriptions, energy bills, property 
taxes, rent and meals.  Learn about 

Senior Benefits Check Up
the Medicare Part D prescription 
drug plan, Social Security benefits, 
and how to search online for 
benefits information.  Jack has 30 
years experience with the Social 
Security Administration and he’s 
up-to-date with the latest local, state 
and federal benefits information.  
   This free event is sponsored by the 
Westchester County Department of 
Senior Programs and Services and 

will be held on Tuesday, December 
16, at 11 a.m. in Room 2B.  Sign up 
at the 3rd floor Reference Desk or 
call (914) 375-7966.
   Riverfront Library, located at 
One Larkin Center, is handicapped 
accessible.  Free parking is available 
for three hours in the nearby Buena 
Vista Garage.

   On Saturday, December 6, 
2008, from 11 AM to 2 PM at On 
The Waterfront 
Restaurant (2 
Pelham Road, New 
Rochelle, NY), 
I am sponsoring 
my annual Toys 
for Tots drive to 
collect toys for 
needy kids.
   As a member of the 
Westchester Marine Corps League, 
I am proud to support this fantastic 
charity.  In the past 59 years, the 
U.S. Marine Corps Reserve Toys 
for Tots Program has distributed 
more than 370 million toys to more 
than 173 million needy children.  
In this holiday season where 
many families are facing financial 
problems, Toys for Tots will surely 

Toys for Tots Drive
By Jim Maisano

Westchester County Board Legislator

bring some happiness to many kids 
in need in our area.

   The U.S. Marine Corps Reserve 
has asked that we promote gifts for 
teenage children this year, which 
can include gift cards and monetary 
contributions.
   If you cannot make it to On The 
Waterfront on December 6, please 
bring your toy or gift to one of our 
two drop box locations: 
   * goHEIDI Toys, 113 Wolfs Lane, 

Pelham, NY
   * The Cut Above, 2122 Boston Post 

Road, Larchmont, 
NY
   Thanks so much 
for your anticipated 
support.  If you 
have any questions, 
please call (914) 
813-1402.
   I also wish to send 
out a big thank you 

to On The Waterfront, goHEIDI 
Toys, and The Cut Above, and also 
to my wife Jean, who has done a 
great job of organizing our Toys for 
Tots drive this year!
   I look forward to seeing you on 
December 6!
   For more information on Toys for 
Tots, go to www.toysfortots.org.

mailto:martin.ball@citi.com
mailto:TheFinePrintNY@verizon.net
http://www.LisaFineCommunications.com
http://www.LisaFineCommunications.com
mailto:friendshipcirclehudsonriver@gmail.com
mailto:friendshipcirclehudsonriver@gmail.com
http://www.toysfortots.org/
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Everything You Need To Furnish Your
Home Is Right Here In Downtown Yonkers

If you are looking to 
furnish your new apartment 
or home or are in the market 
for new furniture and acces-
sories or simply want to 
improve your habitat, look no 
further than the furniture 
specialists located right here 
in Yonkers downtown. 
Besides quality and great 
service, you’re going to 
discover that the owners and 
staff of these businesses offer 
a great deal of expertise and 
experience. 

For example,  C.H. 
Martin – now in its 30th year 
in Getty Square – is in the 
words of founder/owner 
Martin Goldman a “store for 
the whole family.” The 
40,000-square-foot facility has 
been meeting the needs of 
customers – many of them 
repeat and second generation 
customers – for more than 30 
years. Under its vast roof are 
a wide range of house wares – 
curtains, rugs, blankets, furni-
ture for every room, lamps, 
toys, games as well as televi-
sions, radios and other 
electronics. The store offers 
frequent sales and guaranteed 
satisfaction. “If the customer 
isn’t happy with the purchase, 
we offer a refund or 
exchange,” Goldman says. 

Roger’s Discount Furni-
ture has also been in 
business for more than 30 
years. Second generation 
owner Roger Ayuso, Jr. says 
customers will find a wide 
selection of furniture and 
accessories for the living 
room, dining room, dinette as 
well as children’s bed- or play- 
rooms. “Word-of-mouth keeps 

us busy and the grandchildren 
of our store’s first customers 
are now buying here.”

Carnival Discount 
Furniture will be 20 years old 
next year. Its success based 
on a very “old school mental-
ity of doing business: the 
customer always comes first,” 
states owner Jaime Mitrani, 
adding: “We pride ourselves in 
being large enough to handle 
almost everyone’s needs but 
small enough to remember a 
face or family when they 
shop.” Carnival also offers an 

extensive inventory of furni-
ture styles for every taste.

Since its founding 15 years 
ago, Lynn’s Used Furniture 
has been offering a large selec-
tion of affordable household 
furnishings in a variety of 
styles – contemporary, 
modern, traditional, mid-20th 
century and antiques. In 
addition to furniture sets, the 
store sells individual pieces of 
furniture as well as lighting 
fixtures, oil paintings, clocks, 
vases, crystal and porcelain. It 
also prides itself on offering 

one-of-a-kind objects such 
as  “breathtaking turn-of-
the-century stained-glass 
windows that will comple-
ment any apartment or 
house,” notes Lynn, the owner.

Part of a world-wide 
chain, Rent-A-Center offers 
brand-name furniture, appli-
ances, electronics and 
computers through flexible 
rent-to-own agreements that 
allow the customer to own 
the merchandise upon 
completion of the rental 
period. “Should merchandise 

need repair while it’s being 
rented, we repair it at no 
additional cost to the 
customer,” says founder Ernie 
Talley. “We also offer custom-
ers a product substitute to use 
while theirs is in service.”

Cee & Cee has been in 
Yonkers for more than a year 
but Saul Chakkalo is second 
generation of parents who 
founded and operate other 
Cee and Cee stores in the 
Bronx. You’ll find furniture, 
appliances, small computer 
desks and lamps in Cee & Cee.

Finally, every household 
needs a reliable hardware 
store like Rubin Brothers 
Hardware that’s been in 
business for 76 years. Second 
generation owner Jeff Rubin 
invites new customers to 
explore the extensive array 
of products and services 
including top-of-the-line 
paints, wall coverings, glass, 
flooring, picture frames, 
window treatments, plumbing 
and house wares. “We’re here 
to answer your questions and 
serve you,” remarks the 
veteran businessman.

When you visit these 
merchants, please tell them 
you read about them in the 
Westchester Times Tribune.

The Yonkers Downtown 
Business Improvement 
District thanks Hezi Aris, 
Publisher and Editor of the 
Westchester Times Tribune 
for kindly contributing this 
space to help promote the 
businesses of Yonkers 
Downtown.

4 Hudson Street
Yonkers, NY 10701
914-969-6660
info@YonkersDowntown.com

Carnival Discount Furniture
25-43 Prospect Street

914-963-1616

C.H. Martin
2 Palisade Avenue

914-968-3922

Cee and Cee
9 Palisade Avenue

914-965-3914

Lynn’s Used Furniture
26 Warburton Avenue

914-966-7075

Rubin Brothers Hardware
65 Main Street
914-963-9090

Roger’s Discount Furniture
15 North Broadway

914-969-7504

Rent-A-Center
53 South Broadway

914-376-3020

These Businesses are Conveniently Located in Downtown Yonkers.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

YONKERS, NY -- Effective 
December 1, the Yonkers Public 
Library will discontinue Sunday 
service at all branches.  Sunday, 
November 30, will be the final 
Sunday the Library will be open.  
All branches will continue to 

Yonkers Public Library 
to Close Sundays

Bookmobile Service Discontinued

operate on their normal Monday 
through Saturday schedules.
   Also effective December 1, 2008, 
all bookmobile service will end.
   These reductions are due to the 
city-wide budget cuts imposed on 
all city agencies.

tradition is celebrated worldwide 
with creative “Beaujolais Nouveau 
Est Arrivé!” events, from this year’s 
midnight pajama party in San Diego 
to a weekend of events at Paris Las 
Vegas, commencing with a lighting 
of the hotel’s famous “Eiffel 
Tower” Beaujolais red and delivery 
of the wine by helicopter at 12:01 
a.m.                  Georges Duboeuf 
is the most popular producer of 
Beaujolais in the world and the 
number one French wine brand in 
the U.S. 
   William (Bill) Deutsch, Chairman 
and Peter Deutsch, CEO of W.J. 
Deutsch & Sons Ltd., exclusive 
U.S. agent for Les Vins de 
Georges Duboeuf, presided over 
the uncorking ceremony in New 
York with Franck Duboeuf, whose 
entrepreneurial father founded Les 
Vins de Georges Duboeuf in 1964. 
Franck Duboeuf announced that the 
harvest this year was optimum. 
   “Brilliant sunshine dominated 
the last 20 days of September, 
allowing for a late harvest in which 
the Gamay grapes achieved perfect 
balance. Yields are possibly the 

Georges Duboeuf Beaujolais Nouveau 2008 c’est Arrivé!
lowest since 1975; consequently the 
2008 is a more full bodied 
‘winemaker’s vintage,’” 
he noted. 
   This year, in an 
unprecedented break 
from tradition, 75% 
of Georges Duboeuf 
Beaujolais Nouveau 
was delivered by ship 
from France to the U.S. 
instead of by air freight. 
According to Bill 
Deutsch, this measure 
was intended to help 
offset the wine’s carbon 
footprint. The boat 
shipment also helped 
offset an otherwise 
significant price increase 
due to rising fuel costs. 
Due to shipment by boat 
the wines remains at a 
retail price of US$10-12 
per bottle. 
   The New York 
Beaujolais Biker 
Brigade included: Alain Allegretti, 
Allegretti; Jean-Claude Baker, 
Chez Josephine; Jean-Michel 

Bergougnoux, L’Absinthe; David 
Bouley, Secession; 

Heather Branch, Eighty 
One; R.J. Cooper, 
Vidalia, Washington, 
D.C.; Ariane Daguin, 
D’Artagnan; Kevin 
Garcia, ‘Cesca; Johnny 
Iuzzini, Jean Georges; 
John Miele, Eighty 
One; Marc Murphy, 
Landmarc; Francois 
Payard, Payard 
Patisserie & Bistro; 
Ron Pellizzi, Brooklyn 
Culinary Inc.; Kristie 
Petrullo, Restaurant 
Daniel; Joel Reiss, 
Artisanal; Gregory 
Pugin, Veritas; Cedric 
Tovar, Le Rouge Vif; 
Alex Ureña, Pamplona; 
and Jean Paul Zaremba, 
Colony Club. 
Wine News. 
By law, Beaujolais 

Nouveau’s Gamay grapes 
must be harvested by hand. The 
wine’s easy drinkability is partially 
due to a production process called 

carbonic maceration, or whole 
berry fermentation. This technique 
preserves the fresh, fruity quality 
of the wine, without extracting 
bitter tannins from the grape skins. 
The wine is bottled six weeks after 
harvest. Approximately one-third 
of the entire crop in the Beaujolais 
region is sold as Beaujolais 
Nouveau. A total of 65 million 
bottles of Beaujolais Nouveau are 
expected to be consumed this year. 
Beaujolais Nouveau is a refreshing 
and versatile wine that pairs well 
with casual foods and is a popular 
complement to Thanksgiving 
turkey and ham. 
   Three hunger relief charities 
were beneficiaries of this year’s 
celebration: Citymeals-on-Wheels, 
City Harvest and Share Our Strength, 
whose check was accepted by biker 
Chef R.J. Cooper of Washington, 
D.C. restaurant Vidalia, on behalf 
of his group, Biker Chefs for Share 
Our Strength. 

   For additional information 
about W.J. Deutsch & Sons visit 
the company’s website at www.

wjdeutsch.com. 

Hastings-on-Hudson Affordable 
Housing Development Fund, its 
President, Sue Smith, said: 
   “The Hastings-on-Hudson 
Affordable Housing Development 
Fund is pleased to be able to 
celebrate the opening of the 422 
Warburton Avenue apartment 
building. This achievement is thanks 
to the successful collaboration of 
many parties, the municipal entities 
of the Village of Hastings-on-
Hudson, the Town of Greenburgh 
and Westchester County, both 
State and private funders, the 
Warburton Avenue neighborhood 
and the partnership of the developer 
UrbanGreen with the local non-profit 
Affordable Housing Development 
Fund. This project has taken many 
years and seen many challenges 
in order to come to fruition. The 
Development Fund celebrates that 
we have been able to meet our goal 
of high quality, attractive buildings 
that fit into their neighborhood 
and make an improvement with 
the positive use of land that once 
held a deteriorated and nuisance 
structure. The fortunate tenants 
confirm the project’s public benefit 
by including Hastings firefighters, 

Fourteen Units of Affordable Housing Completed in  

Hastings-on-Hudson

Village, School District and Town 
employees as well as others. And 
Hastings is now home to 14 more 
affordable units that will remain 
affordable for 99 years. The job has 
been well done by all participants 
and we appreciate all of them who 
have worked together to make 422 
Warburton happen.”
   The New York State Housing 
Finance Agency financed 
much of the $6 million project. 
The Community Preservation 
Corporation, Westchester County, 
the Westchester County Industrial 
Development Agency and the 
Richman Group also provided 
financial assistance for the project.
   In addition to being 100 percent 
affordable, the project was built 
with attention to high environmental 
standards. The system used to heat 
and cool each unit is based on 
geothermal energy and bamboo, a 
rapidly renewable resource, was 
used for each unit’s floors. The 
project was also constructed with 
walkability and sustainability in 
mind as it is within a short distance 
of the Village’s shops, restaurants 
and Metro North rail station.
The Mayor of Hasting-On-Hudson, 

Lee Kinnally said, “The opening 
of 422 Warburton Avenue is an 
exciting event for our Village. It 
represents the development and 
improvement of what had been 
an eyesore and an under-utilized 
parcel of land in our downtown and 
reaffirms the Village’s commitment 
to affordable housing. I salute all 
those who were a part of this.”
   Priscilla Almodovar, President and 
Chief Executive Officer of the NYS 
Housing Finance Agency, said, “We 
are very proud to join with Urban 
Green to finance 422 Warburton 
Avenue in Hastings-on-Hudson. 
The Paterson administration is 
dedicated to providing safe and 
affordable housing that also reduces 
our carbon footprint. This project 
is a wonderful example of how 
we can take advantage of ‘green’ 
building components to build better 
affordable apartments. By using a 
geothermal process that accesses 
ground water, the Warburton Avenue 
apartments will use no fossil fuels 
for heat and will consume 50% less 
electricity than normal. The result 
is new housing that is both clean 
and affordable.”

BROOKLYN, NY --  The Empire 
State Development Corporation says 
that it is in charge of the timetable 
for Bruce Ratner’s Atlantic Yards 
project in Brooklyn.
   But the project’s developer 
doesn’t see it that way. 
   Forest City Enterprises (FCE), 
parent of Atlantic Yards developer 
Forest City Ratner, is telling the real 
estate industry that Atlantic Yards is 
among “Active Large Scale Projects 
Where We Control the Pace.”
   On his Atlantic Yards Report 
Norman Oder points to the 
developer’s message found within 
an FCE PowerPoint presentation 
for the 2008 NAREIT (National 
Association of Real Estate 
Investment Trusts) Annual 
Convention this week in San 
Diego.
   It is further evidence that every 
aspect of the Atlantic Yards 
project, including the timetable for 
construction, is in the hands of the 
developer, rather than the sponsoring 
public agency presumably in place 

Who Is In Control? 
 

Forest City Ratner Tells Real Estate Industry it “Controls the Pace”  
of Atlantic Yards

Contradicts New York State’s Claim that it is in Control

to represent New York taxpayers.
   “Ratner says 
he is in control 
of the pace of 
his project. The 
Empire State 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
C o r p o r a t i o n 
(ESDC) has said 
it is in charge. 
We’d like to 
hear the ESDC 
repudiate the 
Ratner claim of 
control and take 
back control of the 
project for which 
they continue 
to stay in the 
back seat,” said 
Develop Don’t 
Destroy Brooklyn 
s p o k e s m a n 
Daniel Goldstein. 
“New York State 
can no longer 
allow Ratner to engineer the 
train wreck otherwise known as  

Atlantic Yards.” 

SOURCE: Develop Don’t Destroy 
Brooklyn

http://www.wjdeutsch.com
http://www.wjdeutsch.com
http://atlanticyardsreport.blogspot.com/2008/11/whos-in-charge-forest-city-says-we.html
http://atlanticyardsreport.blogspot.com/2008/11/whos-in-charge-forest-city-says-we.html
http://www.forestcity.net/content/NAREIT.2008.ppt
http://www.nareit.com/meetings/conf2008/index.cfm?__utma=1.1307177356820476400.1227129063.1227129063.1227132232.2&__utmb=1.3.10.1227132232&__utmc=1&__utmx=-&__utmz=1.1227132232.2.2.utmcsr=googleutmccn=%28organic%29utmcmd=organicutmctr=NAREIT Annual Convention&__utmv=-&__utmk=25787069
http://www.nareit.com/meetings/conf2008/index.cfm?__utma=1.1307177356820476400.1227129063.1227129063.1227132232.2&__utmb=1.3.10.1227132232&__utmc=1&__utmx=-&__utmz=1.1227132232.2.2.utmcsr=googleutmccn=%28organic%29utmcmd=organicutmctr=NAREIT Annual Convention&__utmv=-&__utmk=25787069
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NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- New 
Rochelle is in the news again.  This 
time it was BusinessWeek Magazine 
whose survey determined that New 
Rochelle was the top place in 
New York State to raise children.  
The city qualified because it had 
more than 50,000 people and a 
median income between $40,000 
and $100,000.  The cultural and 
ethnic diversity of the city was 
also considered.  Among the other 
criteria were affordability, safety, 
recreation and school performance.  
   Certainly residents of the city can 
look with pride at these findings, 
but not everyone was in total 
agreement with the choice.  Mitch 
Spalin said “It’s a good town but 
I’m disillusioned about the stores 
and shops and the tall buildings that 
are going up (in downtown).  High 
rise buildings are getting too big, 
we are not New York City. “ 

New Rochelle Given High Rating By 
BusinessWeek Magazine

By Peggy Godfrey

   “Are you kidding?” Ines Candrea 
remarked.  There is no place for 
children to play that’s why we are 
fighting to keep the Armory as 
one place for them to go.  They 
have closed up Boys Clubs.  She 
felt the children are not that well 
behaved.  In my neighborhood 
they go onto people’s property.  
Parents are not checking to make 
sure they are behaving.  “Despite 
this report, parents must still teach 
their children to behave and stay off 
people’s property.”

   Bob Petrucci, a resident and 
research consultant, commented.  
The “study from a research 
perspective would seem to me is 
biased and flawed.  Before anyone 
accepts any of the conclusions 
from the study it is recommended 
that the data base be reviewed and 
analyzed by every reader.  It would 
clearly indicate that a biasing and 
selectivity has taken place.  I am 
temped to ask what was the overall 
purpose of the study?”
   Despite the criticism, the study 
does point up the very positive 
nature of the city’s great tolerance 
for diversity and desire to educate 
children.  The city has a rich history 
and this survey certainly reflects the 
tolerance which has been a hallmark 
of those that have lived here both in 
the past and present.

ALBANY, NY -- As increases 
in foreclosures and mortgage 
delinquencies continue to grip 
certain regions of the State, property 
taxes, the primary source of tax 
revenue for local governments, 
could become the next casualty 
of the housing crisis according to 
a report released today by New 
York State Comptroller Thomas 
P. DiNapoli. The report notes that 
mortgage recording and sales taxes 
are already decreasing. DiNapoli 
estimates that property tax revenue 
could fall by up to $1.3 billion if 
statewide property values decline 
to the same extent as during the 
early 1990’s recession, potentially 
forcing local governments to 
sharply raise tax rates simply to 
raise the same amount of revenue.  
   “Property taxes are the foundation 
for local tax revenues, but that 
foundation is weakening,” DiNapoli 
said. “While New York State is 
less affected by the housing crisis 
than other states overall, there are 
some regions where foreclosures 
have increased by more than 500 
percent since 2006 – which lowers 
the value of surrounding homes 
and puts demands on municipal 
services. Over time, lower property 
values can lead to lower property 
tax collections. With no end in 
sight to the housing crisis, many 
local governments will find their 
finances stretched pretty thin 
in order to maintain services.”  
   The DiNapoli report, which 
includes county-by-county data on 
subprime loans and foreclosures, 
estimates that more than 50,000 New 
York homeowners could experience 
foreclosure this year. Orange and 
Richmond (Staten Island) counties 
posted the State’s highest third 
quarter foreclosure rates in 2008 (1 

DiNapoli Report: Housing Crisis Beginning 
to Impact Municipal Finances

Rising Foreclosures Pose Long-Term Fiscal Problems for  
New York’s Local Governments

in 205 and 1 in 253 housing units, 
respectively). Regionally, the Mid-
Hudson and Long Island regions 
downstate and Western New York 
and the Finger Lakes upstate have 
the State’s highest foreclosure rates.  
   The report notes that between 
1993 and 1994, statewide property 
values declined by 5.2 percent. If a 
similar decline were to take place 
today, local governments could face 
a property tax shortfall between 
$1.0 and $1.3 billion depending 
on how quickly reassessments, 
assessment challenges and tax 
certiorari efforts are undertaken, 
and on whether or not tax rates are 
increased to help offset the loss in 
taxable assessed property value.  In 
2007, property taxes accounted 
for more than 44 percent of total 
revenue for local governments.  
   While some municipalities may 
raise property tax rates to cover the 
shortfall, others may not have that 
option. New York’s cities, counties 
and villages are constitutionally 
limited in how much revenue they 
can raise through the property tax 
(1.5 percent of a property’s full value 
for counties; 2 percent for villages 
and cities – excluding New York 
City). DiNapoli notes in the report 
that in 2008 there are eight villages, 
six cities and one county exceeding 
80 percent of their limit (see below).  
   DiNapoli also added that increased 
foreclosures hurt municipal cash 
flows, particularly where counties 
are responsible for enforcing and 
collecting unpaid property taxes in 
order to make their towns and school 
districts “whole.” According to the 
report, counties paid approximately 
$400 million to school districts 
for unpaid taxes in 2006 and 
$375 million in 2007. For 2007, 
Rockland, Orange and Dutchess 

counties had the highest unpaid 
tax balances, with a combined 
shortfall of more than $97 million.  
The report also found:
   While New York State ranks 36th 
nationally in terms of statewide 
foreclosure rates (1 out of every 
546 households), there are areas of 
the State where foreclosures have 
increased dramatically, including 
the Mid-Hudson, Southern Tier and 
Capital District regions. In the third 
quarter of 2008, Orange County 
had the highest foreclosure rate in 
the State with one out of every 205 
households facing foreclosure.
   Statewide foreclosures increased 
77 percent from 2006 to 2007. 
Statewide foreclosures for the third 
quarter of 2008 show an increase of 
99 percent since 2006.
As of January 2008, there were 
roughly 150,000 subprime 
mortgages originated in New York, 
the majority of which were used 
to fund properties located in New 
York City (30 percent), Long Island 
(28 percent) and in the Mid-Hudson 
region (15 percent).
Home sales (Jan – Jun 2007 
compared to Jan – Jun 2008) have 
declined most significantly in New 
York City (-30.7 percent), Long 
Island (-25.4 percent) and in the 
Mid-Hudson region (-27.7 percent)
   Mortgage recording tax revenues 
accounted for nearly 6 percent of 
total tax revenues in New York’s 
towns in 2007. Declines in home 
sales have led to significant declines 
in mortgage recording tax revenues 
particularly for Long Island towns 
where collections decreased by 
$23.1 million between 2006 and 
2007.

   Click here for a copy of the 
report

WHITE PLAINS, NY – Westchester 
County Executive Andy Spano says 
federal assistance may prevent 
need for fare increases that will hurt 
riders 
   Westchester County Executive 
Andy Spano today called on 
Congress to help mass transit as it 
works on a bailout of the country’s 
automakers.
   In a letter to Westchester’s 
Congressional delegation, Spano 
argued that thousands of Metro 
North and Bee-Line bus riders will 
be hurt by the 23 percent increase in 
fares proposed by the Metropolitan 
Transit Authority. He added that the 
federal government could help the 
environment not only by holding 
automakers to higher manufacturing 
standards, but by keeping fares 
down to encourage the use of mass 
transit.
   “We are all aware of the 
environmental benefits of mass 

Spano Calls on Congress to Help Mass 
Transit if they Help Automakers

transit and how much fuel and 
carbon emissions are offset by those 
who use it,’’ said Spano in the letter. 
“ It stands to reason that as Congress 
decides whether to bail out the auto 
industry, that it take a long and 
hard look to see what dollars can 
be identified to help mass transit 
and the millions who use it.  If  $25 
billion can be found to ensure the 
auto industry is preserved and the 
assembly lines are kept running, 

then unquestionably the same effort 
can be applied to those who travel 
via our rails and buses.”
   MTA officials are scheduled 
to address the county’s Board of 
Legislators on Monday about the 
proposed fare increase and its 
impact on county riders. The county 
estimates more than 32 million 
people ride the Bee-Line each year. 
Another 81 million Westchester 
residents ride Metro North each 
year.
“It seems ironic that at a time 
when we are trying to encourage 
people to use mass transit that we 
continue to ask the riders to bear 
more cost and inconvenience,’’ 
said Spano. “Rather than find new 
ways to create incentives to choose 
mass transit, service cuts and fare 
increases only punish the very users 
who responsibly look to it as an 
alternative to the automobile.”

SHRUB OAK, NY -- Assemblyman 
Greg Ball (R, C, I – Patterson) joined 
the Abbott House staff and members 
of the Shrub Oak community to cut 
the ribbon in the grand opening 
celebration for the organization’s 
newest facility.  The new residential 
home, located in Shrub Oak, will 
be an extension of Abbott House, 
serving developmentally disabled 
individuals. 
    “I have worked very hard 
to increase awareness for 
developmental disabilities, such 
as autism, and to help ensure that 
all New York’s families are safe 
and secure.  Over the last decade, 
the Abbott House has evolved 
into an organization that has taken 
individuals with developmental 
disabilities under their wing, and I 
applaud their initiative.  For all the 
families that I have worked together 
with, we all know that there needs 
to be more opportunities for 
individuals with developmental 
disabilities and that is why I am 
pleased to be here,” said Ball. 
   The Abbott House was founded 
in 1963 as a home for abused, 
neglected and abandoned children.  

Assemblyman Ball Helps Safeguard 
Local Children and Families

Joins Abbott House’s Grand Opening of New Shrub Oak Home

In 1992, the organization expanded 
to include day and residential 
care programs for those with 
development disabilities and is 
today now serving over 3,000 

individuals and their families 
throughout the Hudson Region, 
Long Island and the New York City 
Metropolitan area. 

Washington, D.C. -- Congressman 
Eliot Engel joined his colleagues 
in the New York Congressional 
Delegation in meeting with 
Governor David Paterson, 
Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver, 
State Senator Malcolm Smith and 
other leaders from around New 
York State regarding support of 
a stimulus package that includes 
increased Medicaid assistance for 
the states.
   Rep. Engel, joined by Congressman 
Peter King (R-NY), sent a letter in 
September 2008 to Congressional 
leadership urging the passage of a 
stimulus package with increased 
FMAP (Federal Medical Assistance 
Percentage) for states.  In October, 
the House passed a $61 billion 
stimulus plan of public works 
spending, unemployment benefits, 
Medicaid help and food stamp 
assistance for states. A similar 
package will likely be presented in 
2009 with a provision to temporarily 
increase the matching funds for 
each state.  Rep. Engel is committed 
to pursuing such a package when 
the new 111th Congress – this time 
with better support from the Senate 
and support from President-elect 
Obama.  

Rep. Engel Meets with NYS Leaders Regarding 
FMAP Increase and Stimulus Package

   The Federal government pays 
a share of the medical assistance 
expenditures under each State’s 
Medicaid program. That share, 
known as the Federal Medical 
Assistance Percentage (FMAP), is 
determined annually by a formula 
that compares the State’s average 
per capita income level with the 
national income average. States 
with a higher per capita income 
level are reimbursed a smaller share 
of their costs. By law, the FMAP 
cannot be lower than 50 percent, 
or higher than 83 percent.  New 
York’s share for Fiscal Year 2009 
is 50 percent – meaning for every 
dollar New York spends, the federal 
government also spends a dollar.
   “New York State is in the midst 
of such a fiscal crisis that it may 
be forced to make cuts that will 
eliminate or reduce health care 
services for low-income children 
and their families.  Sadly, New York 
is not alone and tens of millions of 
children, seniors and people with 
disabilities may find themselves 
with reduced or eliminated heath 
care in the very near future,” said 
Rep. Engel.  “As the ranks of the 
uninsured rises, the pressure on 
providers increases.  Cuts in state 

programs will only lead to increased 
strain on hospital budgets, larger 
burdens on private insurance and to 
skyrocketing premiums.”
   According to the American 
Hospital Association, at least 29 
states and the District of Columbia 
expect to face shortfalls of close to 
$48 billion in the next fiscal year. 
Unlike the federal government, 
most states cannot run a budget 
deficit.  States are therefore forced 
to reduce spending or eliminate 
programs to address these budget 
shortfalls.  Such shortfalls tend to 
grow worse over time and have 
lasting effects leaving important 
programs at risk over time. Many 
of these cuts can be minimized or 
averted if Congress acts to bring 
fiscal relief to the states.  Such a 
short term increase helped bolster 
state economies back in 2003 
and protected the health care for 
millions of people in need.
   New York State current has 
approximately a $1.5 billion 
deficit and Governor Paterson has 
proposed a two-year, $5.2 billion 
deficit reduction plan to account 
for the expected expansion of the 
deficit in the near future.

http://www.google.com/aclk?sa=L&ai=BC6eLf4knSdHyJ4rceNfR8aYP_vfUjAGegNKsBK24hAbQ6AwIABABGAEgtlQ4AVDr3d6RA2DJnuaKtKTYD8gBAcgCnsrEA9kDeZEVhLjsuYs&sig=AGiWqtwHmYiDfe9gpL0InhHi4yq4_rGxRw&q=http://m1161.ic-live.com/466/%3F25280722%26OVMTC%3DExact%26site%3D%26creative%3D1071129150%26OVKEY%3Dbusiness%2520week
http://www.google.com/aclk?sa=L&ai=BC6eLf4knSdHyJ4rceNfR8aYP_vfUjAGegNKsBK24hAbQ6AwIABABGAEgtlQ4AVDr3d6RA2DJnuaKtKTYD8gBAcgCnsrEA9kDeZEVhLjsuYs&sig=AGiWqtwHmYiDfe9gpL0InhHi4yq4_rGxRw&q=http://m1161.ic-live.com/466/%3F25280722%26OVMTC%3DExact%26site%3D%26creative%3D1071129150%26OVKEY%3Dbusiness%2520week
http://www.osc.state.ny.us/localgov/pubs/research/subprime08.pdf
http://www.osc.state.ny.us/localgov/pubs/research/subprime08.pdf
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Think it through...

Advertise in the Westchester Times Tribune
WTTads@gmail.com

A project of the Friendshi p Circle

Sunday, December 21, 2008  <  1:00 - 2:30 PM 
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Rep. Engel Meets with NYS Leaders Regarding 
FMAP Increase and Stimulus Package

   “States and cities are hurting 
because of the economic downturn 
our country, indeed the whole 
world, is facing,” Rep. Engel said.  
“A stimulus package would help 
the people of New York as well 

as the economy as a whole.  We 
must act to help our states and in 
the process rescue our citizens 
from a potential future may result 
in devastating consequences.  
Leadership is required from both 

state and federal representatives to 
see our people through these trying 
economic times with as little impact 
as possible.  Passing this stimulus 
package and bolstering FMAP is a 
perfect way to do just that.”

elections and lowering the amount 
of campaign contributions; and,
   WHEREAS, limiting campaign 
contributions brings many more 
people into the election process, 
since candidates are forced to 
reach out to a broader number of 
“real voters” and also frees elected 
officials, candidates and their 
campaigns from undue influences, 
lessening the public perception that 
political favors are often the result 
of large political contributions; 
   NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Code of the 
City of Yonkers, New York, Chapter 
11, entitled “Campaign Finance 
Reform”, be amended with the 
following conditions, to apply for 
all elected officials and candidates, 
except where noted otherwise, for 
any public office in the City of 
Yonkers, in any primary, general or 
special election:
   No candidate for Mayor or City 
Council shall accept or receive 
a campaign contribution from 
any individual, corporation or 
unincorporated association, of 
more that Five Hundred Dollars 
($500.00) per election period.
Contributions include monies, 
loans, debts incurred, property-in-
kind, or things having a monetary 
value incurred or received by a 
candidate or his agent or other 

person on behalf of the candidate 
for use in advocating or influencing 
the election of the candidate.
   Candidates for office shall be 
prohibited from receiving any 
campaign contributions from the 
following:
* Any individual or business 
entity receiving any manor of 
government contract for services 
of any kind, has submitted a bid or 
proposal, or who is involved in any 
business relationship with the City 
of Yonkers, or who is receiving or 
seeks to receive funds from the city 
or a grant distributed by the city 
from federal, state or other sources;
* All corporations, developers, 
contractors, political action 
committees (PACs), labor 
organizations and other entities 
which face a substantial likelihood of 
having matters under consideration 
by the City of Yonkers; 
* Members of any mayoral or 
city council appointed board, 
commission, or committee;
* Taxpayer-financed mailings by 
incumbents should be banned 
during the period of six months 
prior to general election and 
primary, if applicable. Any pertinent 
information required for public 
consumption can be disseminated 
by the appropriate department 
head involved, not by the political 

Gronowski Proposes Campaign Finance 
Reform Resolution

From Page 1

candidate and without the incumbent 
political candidate’s name being 
used in the notification.
   NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
FURTHER RESOLVED, the 
acceptance by any candidate or 
elected official, of a campaign 
contribution in excess of $100 shall 
create a conflict of interest with 
regard to that elected official’s vote 
on any issue or matter coming before 
the legislative and or executive 
branches involving a benefit to the 
contributing; and
   BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
that all challenging candidates for 
public office who have successfully 
met the criteria set forth by the 
Westchester County Board of 
Elections and who are assured 
placement on a ballot for a primary, 
general or special election, shall 
be allowed to post their issues on 
the city’s websites, cable access 
channel and public access channels, 
to be afforded the same opportunity 
provided to incumbent candidates, 
who have unlimited access to these 
taxpayer funded media, and which 
amounts to a substantial financial 
benefit in a campaign.

Submitted to Rules – November 18, 
2008

Mayor’s Column 
By Mary C. Marvin

Mayor of the Village of Bronxville

   Last Wednesday, representatives 
of the Village met with Metro North 
officials to discuss track noise and 
vibration issues as our first step 
toward improving conditions along 
the rail corridor. 
   The following is a synopsis of 
the meeting which was held at the 
train station so operations and train 
traffic could be observed. 
   Whistle Blowing – Metro 
North agreed that whistles are not 
supposed to be blown between 
10PM and 6AM by trains on the 
outside two tracks unless someone 
is standing on the platform.  Also, 
documentation on construction of 
the third track indicated that there 
would be less whistle blowing 
because trains on the middle track 
are not supposed to blow their 
whistles at all.  We were able to 
present documentation with dates 
and times of whistles blown during 
the “quiet” period and a train on the 
third track blew its whistle during 
the visit.  The representatives 
agreed to review the patterns and 
procedures. 
   Flat Wheels – We questioned 
whether the maintenance on 
the wheels was vigilant enough 
knowing of the relationship of 
flat wheels to increased noise and 
vibration.  Metro North explained 
that flat wheels are more of a fall 
phenomenon because leaves cause 
a “greasing” of the tracks which 
results in train wheels sliding instead 
of turning and thus developing flat 
spots.  We noted that our vibration 
study was conducted in May when 
there should have been less of a 
problem.  They also related that the 
new M-7 train cars have a braking 
system that caused increased 
sliding of wheels but that the issue 
has been recently addressed and 
improved.  We reiterated the need 
for “re-rounding” of the wheels on 
a regular schedule. 
   Diesel Trains – Representatives 
were not certain of the number of 
diesel trains passing through the 

Village currently, but agreed to get 
data vs. past years traffic.  They 
would also research whether trains 
are running at increased speeds 
and the relative contribution to the 
noise/vibration issue. 
   All agreed that there are definitely 
more trains passing through the 
Village than ever before and 
ridership continues to increase.  
The newer diesel engines are larger 
because they now must pull ten cars 
vs. smaller numbers of cars in the 
past. 
   Ballast Mats – Metro North 
confirmed that all mats promised as 
a mitigation measure were installed 
and they have photographs and 
documentation of the construction 
which they will forward to the 
Village.  However, we asked them 
to research whether the mats have a 
limited life of effectiveness. 
   Concrete Ties – Metro North 
agreed with the Village consultant 
that the replacement of wood ties 
with concrete ties results in 1dB 
difference in vibration.  The change 
from wood ties was implemented 
system wide due to the increased 
longevity of the concrete ties. 
   Sound Barriers – There are no 
sound barriers in the Metro North 
system with the exception of a 
very limited system as trains enter 
the Park Avenue viaduct.  Metro 
North representatives agreed to 
research the low and unobtrusive 
ones currently in use in different 
areas to determine effectiveness, 
understanding the Village was not 
interested in the “Berlin Wall” type 
structures one sees along some 

tracks and highways. 
   Potential Noise From Rattling 
Train Carriages – Most trains 
passing through Bronxville are the 
new M-7 type with new and tighter 
carriages.  However, Metro North 
will report back on whether rattling 
is an issue system-wide as well as 
whether the maintenance schedule 
employed to mitigate the problem 
is adequate. 
   Track Welds – All agreed that “bad 
welds” can contribute to additional 
noise and vibration.  Metro North 
will have the tracks checked as 
soon as possible to determine any 
bad welds in need of repair. 
   Monitoring – The Village 
requested any post construction 
monitoring information, if indeed 
any was undertaken. 
   In what was a very productive 
and collegial meeting, Metro North 
officials committed to work with the 
Village to improve conditions.  We 
are sending them a tape of the public 
meeting where long-time residents 
voiced the dramatic changes in 
noise level and vibration in the 
past few years.  We also agreed to 
make our consultants available to 
discuss their findings directly with 
Metro North representatives and 
Metro North may hire additional 
consultants.  They also will reach 
out to Village residents to discuss 
the issues first hand. 
   After listening to the concerns 
and comments of our residents, 
the Trustees and I are more 
committed than ever to improving 
the conditions for the many Village 
residents living along the length of 
the rail corridor.  We will keep you 
informed as to our progress as we 
continue our discussions with Metro 
North.  Our strategy is to begin by 
working with Metro North as good 
neighbor to good neighbor.  We will 
reach out to our elected officials, 
State and national, if necessary.  
And finally, use our legal remedies 
as a last resort.  We are confident 
improvements will be made.
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YONKERS, NY -- Don’t 
Delay! Apply Today! That’s the 
message from the Irish Lobby 
for Immigration Reform which is 
urging Irish citizens to enter the 
annual Green Card lottery in the U.S. 
   There are only a few days 
left to apply for the 50,000 free 
Green Cards available in the 
annual Diversity Visa Lottery. 
   The DV Lottery is one of the few 
remaining avenues for Irish people 
to legally emigrate to the U.S. 
   Only 132 Irish applicants were 
chosen last year mainly because so 

“Heading into tonight’s Board of 
Estimate & Contract Public Hearing 
on the 2009 Proposed Budget, I 
want to send a clear message for the 
coming year, ‘Restore, Restructure, 
Rebuild.’ 
   “There is no denying that our 
country is experiencing difficult 
economic times. Our city has bore 
a fair share of that burden, having 
seen record-high foreclosures, 
tumbling property values, and 
increased unemployment. 
   “When I gave my first State of 
the City Address, I promised that I 
would not sugar-coat and run from 
any of the issues facing this city.  I 
could never say that everything is 
great, when you and I both know 
that it is not.  When I took office 
in January, I inherited a city whose 
infrastructure was crumbling 
beneath our feet: our buildings had 
been in desperate need of repair, 
our garbage trucks had been rotting 
away for years, and our firehouses 
had been declared unsafe to be 
inhabited.  Now is the time to draw 
a line in the sand.  Now is the time 
to reinvest into our city’s future and 
restore the basic services this city 
needs to provide. 
   “The initial proposed budget is 
a working document and calls for 
a 13.17 percent increase. You, as 
residents, should know that I do not 
support this budget in its current 
form.  This number must go down 
significantly before the budget is 
passed in its final form.  I have met 
with every single commissioner and 
department head to cut spending in 

Restore, Restructure, Rebuild  
By Clinton I. Young, Jr.

Mayor o the City of Mount Vernon

their departments.  I am going to do 
my best to make sure no one loses 
their job, but necessary personnel 
cuts may have to be made.  In 
addition, further evaluation of 
the revenue side of this budget is 
going to be required.  Concrete 
justifications are going to have to be 
given where reductions in revenue 
have been projected. 
   “Two items that have the most 
detrimental effect on the 2009 
Budget are contractual raises 
for personnel and the decreased 
valuation of property in the city, 
a phenomenon not exclusive to 
Mount Vernon.  Prior negotiated 
union contracts call for across-the-
board salary increases amounting 
to an overall impact of $3.7 million.  
On the revenue side of the budget, 
city property valuations have 
decreased by $3.5 million. 
   “Please know that these are not 
excuses to increase your taxes; they 
are realities of the situation our 

city has been driven into.  I cannot 
emphasize enough that this is the 
first budget that is going to put our 
city back on the right track. 
   “I want you to know that during 
this year, I have instituted internal 
controls, a system that has, so far, 
reduced spending by $1.5 million 
outside of salaries, wages, and 
benefits compared to the 2008 
Adopted Budget.  We foresaw much 
of this, and as we prepare the 2009 
Budget we fully understand what 
we will face in preparation for the 
2010 Budget.   
In addition to the traditional 
infrastructure maintenance issues 
we are faced with, my administration 
has found our city is so far behind in 
the use of technology.  The lack of 
new technology has not only made 
providing services more difficult, 
but it has made it more costly.  It is 
imperative to bring our government 
into the 21st century, so that we can 
provide services more efficiently.  
We will also be able to generate 
more revenue for the city through 
online bill payments, payment of 
parking tickets, building department 
permit fees, etc. 
   “The vision of Mount Vernon 
that I know many of us share is 
one greater than the one we have 
right now.  We are all faced with 
challenges, but my promise to you 
is that you will see our city do better 
by this time next year, and in the 
years to come.  Mount Vernon will 
be the comeback story that emerges 
from these difficult times in our 
country’s history.” 

MOUNT VERNON, NY -- 
Caregivers and seniors participating 
in Westchester County’s Project 
Lifesaver program may now 
bring their bracelets to Club 
Wartburg Adult Day Center to 
have wristbands and batteries 
changed. They may schedule an 
appointment by contacting Donna 
Sangi-Vallario, at 914-513-5472, or 
dvallario@thewartburg.org.  
   Project Lifesaver is a program of 
Westchester County’s Departments 
of Public Safety and Senior 
Programs and Services, and the 
Hebrew Home at Riverdale that 
helps monitor the whereabouts of 
cognitively disabled individuals.  

Club Wartburg Official Servicing 
Site for Westchester County’s Project 

Lifesaver Bracelets
It distributes a bracelet with an 
electronic tracking device to 
seniors with Alzheimer’s and 
other forms of dementia who may 
become confused and wander.  If a 
senior becomes lost, the transmitter 
bracelet can help the county police 
to quickly locate the person. 
   The County has designated 
several adult day centers as official 
sites for the monthly maintenance 
that the bracelets require.  Club 
Wartburg in Mount Vernon is 
a convenient service site for 
caregivers in lower Westchester.  It 
is on the campus of The Wartburg 
Adult Care Community, off East 
Lincoln Avenue, near Exit 12 of 

the Hutchinson River Parkway.  
Detailed directions are available at 
www.thewartburg.org 
   Caregivers who would like 
information on how to obtain a 
bracelet can call Nancy D’Auria, 
project coordinator, at 914- 
683-7530 or email ndauria@
hebrewhome.org. 
   The Wartburg Adult Care 
Community is a not-for-profit 
Lutheran ministry, serving people 
of all faiths with a full range of 
residential options and health-
related services for older adults and 
their families.

Time Running Out for Irish Annual 
Green Card Lottery

few people knew how to apply for it. 
   The application period ends at 
12:00 Noon on December 1, 2008, 
but applicants are advised to apply 
now as the online system has been 

prone to crashes in the closing days. 
People who were born in Ireland 
and Northern Ireland are eligible 
to apply whereas people who were 
born in Britain are not eligible.  
   Applications must be made 
at www.dvlottery.state.gov  
   This is the ONLY official 
site. The program is free (if a 
Website asks you for money 
it is not the official website.)  
   Interested applicants can also 
visit their local TD, Senator 
or Councillor’s office for help 
applying.

Join before December 31 
and get 5 free one-on-one 
training sessions*
Receive Introductory rates on all Altheus programs.

Start your New Year’s 
resolution early!

914 921 3044 
www.altheus.net

Train with Altheus. Train for Life. 2 Clinton Avenue, Rye, NY, 10580 

* Offer valid for new clients only. Expires on 12/31/08. This offer cannot be combined with any other coaching package, program or offer at Altheus or any of its affiliates.
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   While the problem of illegal 
immigration has surfaced on the 
national scene in recent years, it was 
virtually absent from the presidential 
campaigns that concluded recently. 
Yet the issue is far from resolved. 
   “We have a real problem in 
America that’s being swept 
underneath the rug,” said Guy 
Maddalone, founder, president and 
CEO of A New England Nanny and 
GTM Payroll Services. Maddalone 
specializes in the placement of 

When Immigration Hits Home
Immigration Specialists Address Local Junior League 

By Sara Kandler

home healthcare, eldercare and 
childcare workers, a group that 
includes many immigrants. “Human 
rights are being violated,” he said, 
citing a study that found the median 
work day for household workers 
to be 14 hours with a median 
wage of a mere $2.14 per hour. 
   Issues relating to immigration 
and household workers are highly 
relevant to the Sound Shore area 
as some 12 percent of the more 
than 11 million unauthorized 

immigrants in the U.S. live in 
New York and Connecticut. 
   But the problems are often 
hidden, as the employment takes 
place behind closed doors. Many 
employers of household workers 
are unaware of the immigration 
status of their employees and 
may not feel comfortable asking 
what could seem like threatening 
questions. In addition, many 
employers do not realize which 
tax and benefits requirements 

apply to household workers – or if 
any apply at all. And many illegal 
household workers may wish to 
avoid claiming their income due 
to fears that it could imperil their 
livelihood or residence in the U.S. 
   In an effort to help clarify these 
issues and others, the Junior League 
of Westchester on the Sound invited 
Mariana Boneo, executive director 
of the Hispanic Resource Center 
of Larchmont and Mamaroneck, 
Robin Bikkal of Silverman, Bikkal 
& Sandberg, LLP, and Maddalone, 
to speak on the problem at its 
October membership meeting. 
The panel discussion took place 
at Bonnie Briar Country Club 
and was open to the public. 
   Discussed was the fact that an 
employee must be paid at least the 
federal or state minimum wage, 
whichever is higher (New York 
State’s is higher at $7.15 per hour, 
currently), plus time-and-a-half 
for any hours worked beyond the 
40-hour workweek. This holds 
true whether the employee is 
documented or not, and whether 
or not he or she lives within the 
employer’s home (although live-
in workers are entitled to overtime 

after working 44 hours per week). 
   These salaries are required by 
law, pointed out Boneo, but they 
are not necessarily a true “living 
wage.” The hourly pay range in 
the Sound Shore area is more 
often between $15 to $25 an 
hour, she said, which is only fair 
given the high cost of living here. 
   Employers also need to realize 
that their employees rely on their 
incomes, so interrupting pay due 
to a change in plans or an extended 
vacation can be devastating. Clarity 
regarding holidays, vacations and 
sick days, including days that a 
worker may need in order to care 
for a sick child or parent, is critical 
for a good relationship, Boneo said. 
   Maddalone recommends 
stating all of these policies in a 
written agreement so that both 
parties’ expectations are clear. 
   For those who wish to help an 
employee regularize his or her status 
in this country, Bikkal noted that the 
process has become increasingly 
time-consuming and onerous. 
   Sponsoring a household worker 
can take eight years, Bikkal said, 
require several administrative steps 
and cost $5,000 to $8,000. One 

important piece of advice for anyone 
who would like to rectify his or her 
immigration status in this country 
is to pay income taxes in order to 
establish residence as well as good 
intentions. Contrary to the fears of 
many, this can be done safely as the 
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 
Services and the Internal Revenue 
Service do not share information. 
   While the system is highly 
overburdened and convoluted, 
Bikkal remains optimistic. 
“There are so many millions of 
hard-working, tax-paying aliens 
waiting,” she said. Immigration 
reform “is going to happen soon.” 
   The Fall Panel Discussion is an 
annual event organized by the 
Public Affairs Committee of the 
Junior League of Westchester on 
the Sound. For further information 
on the Junior League in our area 
please visit www.jlwos.org. For 
more information on tax and payroll 
issues, contact www.gtm.com. 
   

Sara Kandler is a Public Affairs 
Committee member of the Junior 

League of Westchester on the 
Sound.
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http://www.gtm.com
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In Memoriam

In Memoriam Notice 
  Westchester Times Tribune publishes paid obituaries (In Memoriam) of people who 

have lived, worked, or have family in Westchester County. 
All notices must be received by Friday, by 12:00 Noon, for inclusion in the next 

week’s edition. Place a paid notice by directing email to 
WTTeditor@gmail.com.

Nicholas Chillo of Yonkers died on 
Saturday, November 15, 2008, at 
age 81. Born on February 26, 1927, 
to John and Antionetta Chillo, in 
Yonkers, where he was raised and 
attended local schools. Mr. Chillo 
worked in the Maintenance Dept. 
for Metro North Railroad for over 
40 years; retiring in 1989. On 
September 16, 1951, he married 
his loving wife Mary Locatelli in 
Mt. Carmel Church in Yonkers; 
she survives living in Yonkers. 
Nicholas was a parishioner of St. 
Bartholomew’s Church. Besides 
his wife Mary, he is survived by 
his three loving children; Kathleen 
(Michael) Rotunno of Yonkers, 
Deborah Lockwood of Yonkers, 
and Michael (Tinamarie) Chillo of 
Holmes, NY. He is also survived by 
his cherished 13 grandchildren and 
eight adored great grandchildren. 
He was predeceased by his son 
Nicholas Chillo, Jr. who died in 
1993; two brothers Carmin and Leo 
Chillo; two sisters Anna Caruso and 
Mary Gorvich. Visiting hours were 
held at the Whalen & Ball Funeral 
Home on Tuesday, November 18, 
2008. Mass of Christian Burial was 
conducted at St. Bartholomew’s 
Church on Wednesday, November 

19, 2008. Interment, Mt. Hope 
Cemetery. Whalen & Ball Funeral 
Home, 168 Park Ave., Yonkers, NY 
10703. (914) 965-5488.
 
William J. Kuderna, 79, passed 
away peacefully, with his family 
by his side, on Tuesday, November 
18, 2008. He was born on July 
21, 1929, to Vendel and Julia 
(Bednar) Kuderna in Forrest City, 
PA. He attended local schools and 
graduated from Saunders High 
School in Yonkers. Bill married his 
loving wife Agnes B. Bearsto on 
June 21, 1956, in St. Denis Church 
in Yonkers; she survives living in 
Yonkers. He proudly served his 
country in the US Army in Korea. 
Bill was a mailman for the US 
Postal Service in Bronxville for 
25 years; he then worked for Sarah 
Lawrence College for 18 years in 
the security dept. He was a member 
of the Knights of Columbus and 
was a Past Grand Knight. Bill was 
a parishioner of the Most Holy 
Trinity Catholic Church and a 
member of the Jednota Association, 
Catholic Sokols Association and 
the Holy Name Society. Bill is 
predeceased by his sister Leona 
Solazzo. Besides his wife, Bill is 

survived by his loving children Dan 
(Carol) of Ocean Township, NJ, 
Jean Drury of Kent lake, NY, his 
cherished grandchildren Jeff, Bryan, 
Kevin, Elizabeth, his adored sisters 
Margaret Figura and Kathleen 
DeMeo both of Yonkers, his beloved 
brothers Leonard of Nyack, NY and 
Robert of Yonkers. Visiting hours 
were held at the Whalen & Ball 
Funeral Home on Wednesday and 
Thursday, November 19 and 20, 
2008. A Mass of Christian Burial 
was held on Friday, November 
21, 2008, at the Most Holy Trinity 
Church in Yonkers. Entombment 
followed at Ferncliff Cemetery in 
Hartsdale. Whalen & Ball Funeral 
Home, 168 Park Ave., Yonkers, NY 
10703. (914) 965-5488. 

Rose Slutak (nee Shutowich) 
of Yonkers died on Monday 
November 17, 2008, in Sayre, 
PA, at age 93. Born on September 
12, 1915, to Michael and Mary 
(Obuch) Shutowich in Sayre, PA. 
On January 9, 1943, she married 
her loving husband Victor Slutak 
in St. Michael’s Ukrainian Catholic 
Church; he died on August 10, 1993. 
Mrs. Slutak was a parishioner of St. 
Michael’s and a member of their 

Golden Age Group, the Washington 
Club of Yonkers, Group 4 Seniors, 
and enjoyed Bingo, card games, 
knitting, and her trips to Atlantic 
City. Rose is survived by her 
three loving children; Stephen 
(Rosemarie) Slutak of Brick, NJ; 
Dennis (Lanna) Slutak of West 
Palm Beach, FL, and Mary Slutak 
of Sayre, PA. She is also survived 
by her cherished grandchildren 
Allyson, Amy, Jennifer, Jill, 
Dennis, David, and Debra, and her 
adored great-granddaughter, Lillian 
Joy. She was pre-deceased by her 
grandson Stephen Douglas Slutak. 
Also surviving are her three sisters 
Josephine Vince, Sally Lagoyda 
and Katherine Zaliski. She was also 
predeceased by her brothers Peter 
and Samuel Shutowich, and her 
sister Helen Patrick. Visiting hours 
were held at the Whalen & Ball 
Funeral Home on Wednesday and 
Thursday, November 19 and 20, 
2008. Divine Liturgy was conducted 
in St. Michael’s Ukrainian Catholic 
Church on Friday, November 
21, 2008. Interment Holy Spirit 
Cemetery, Hamptonberg, NY. 
Parastas Service was conducted 
on Thursday, November 20, 2008. 
Donations may be made to St. 
Michael’s Building Fund in Rose’s 
memory. Whalen & Ball Funeral 
Home, 168 Park Ave., Yonkers, NY 
10703. (914) 965-5488.

Ella S. Storms, 89, of Yonkers 
passed away on November 15, 
2008. She was born on May 31, 

1919, to Charles A. and Carrie 
(Clark) Slaughter in Minisink, NY, 
where she was raised, educated and 
lived until 1938, moving to Yonkers, 
NY, thereafter. Ella married her first 
husband, the late Arthur J. Anderson, 
on April 24, 1938, in Minisink, 
NY; they divorced in 1961. She 
consequently married Charles L. 
Storms, Sr. on April 7, 1961, in 
the Morsemere Methodist Church 
in Yonkers. He predeceased her in 
1999. Ella worked as an assembly 
worker for precision Valve Corp. in 
Yonkers, then as a floor worker for 
Fabrication Enterprise in Irvington, 
NY, for 15 years, retiring in 1991. 
Ella is survived by her loving 
daughter Carolyn G. Storms (nee 
Anderson) who is married to Ella’s 
stepson Charles L. Storms, Jr. who 
also survives. Both live in Arizona, 
as doher beloved stepchildren 
Barbara Schanne of Yonkers, 

Frank Storms of Yonkers, Dorothy 
Conroy of Yonkers, Margaret 
Thomson of Yonkers and William 
Storms of Stillwater, OK. Ella is 
also survived by her cherished 
two grandchildren, her adored 11 
step -grandchildren and caring 
step-great-grandchildren. Visiting 
hours were held at the Whalen & 
Ball Funeral Home in Yonkers 
on Tuesday, November 18, 2008. 
Religious Services were conducted 
at the Funeral Home on Tuesday, 
November 18, 2008. Interment was 
held on Wednesday, November 
19, 2008, at Kensico Cemetery in 
Valhalla, NY. In lieu of flowers, 
donations can be made in Ella’s 
memory to St. Cabrini Nursing 
Home, 115 Broadway, Dobbs Ferry, 
NY 10522. Whalen & Ball Funeral 
Home, 168 Park Ave., Yonkers, NY 
10703. (914) 965-5488.

return to the ranch.  Surprising as 
it may seem, the cowboy, as with 
the miner, the logger, the fisherman 
–has a poetry-seeking tradition, 
whether it’s reciting the classics or 
reading their own poetry or prose.   
   The Cowboy Poetry Gathering 
takes place in Elko, Nevada on 
January 24-31, 2009.  Elko is 
located in the northeastern corner of 
the state, 230 miles from Salt Lake 
City and 295 miles from Reno. The 
Western Folklife Center, host to the 
Poetry Gathering, is based in town, 
and is dedicated to preserving the 
traditional culture of the American 
West.  It presented its first Poetry 
Gathering 25 years ago, so the 2009 
event marks its Silver Anniversary. 
The Lure of Cowboy Life
   I visited Elko recently to learn 
more about the upcoming poetry 
event, staying at the 71 Ranch, 
a guest ranch for the Working 
Cowboy Experience. The “71” is a 
real cattle ranch right in the middle 
of cowboy country and during my 
stay there I had the chance to be a 
part of day-to-day ranch life for a 
truly authentic experience.  I rode 
horseback over a small part of the 
ranch’s 38,000 acres, right alongside 
some of the 2,500 head 
of cattle belonging to the 
ranch. Being new to sitting 
atop a horse, I elicited a 
promise from my cowboy 
guide that my slow-poke 
horse would not, under any 
circumstances, take it into 
his head to run.  He didn’t 
and I stayed astride and 
very happy.  That evening, 
we had a typical cowboy 
dinner of ribs, baked beans, 
potatoes and pie.  A group of 
us then gathered around a campfire 

to ward off the chill which crept 
in at dusk.  We sang along with a 
cowboy who entertained us with 
well-known Western songs, and, 
feeling warm and toasty, we were 

very happy campers! 
   The next day we visited the 
Western Folklife Center where they 
explained the National Cowboy 
Poetry Gathering.  This is a week-
long celebration of life in the rural 
west, featuring the contemporary and 
traditional arts of western ranching 
culture.  Poetry, music, dance, 
stories, film, photography, food – 
all contribute to an event that has 
become an annual ritual and a place 
of personal meaning for thousands 
of people.  And lest you think the 
performers are only the “boys,” I’m 

happy to tell you there are a lot of 

authentic cowgirls who recite their 
poetry as well.  Among performers 
at January’s event will be National 
Public Radio commentator Baxter 
Black, the renowned “wacko” poet 
whose verse has been heard by 
millions.  During my stay in Elko, 
I was lucky enough to see Baxter at 
the Elko Convention Center, filled 
to capacity, and everyone enjoying 
his raucous performance.  The 
organizers of the upcoming Poetry 
Gathering promise that “we’ll dance 
all night, talk all day at the Pioneer 
Saloon, and enjoy all the artists 
being celebrated!” For tickets to 
the January 2009 National Cowboy 
Poetry Gathering, go to the website: 
www.westernfolklife.org or order 
by phone: 888-880-5885. 
   Elko and the surrounding area 
has much to offer, from the beauty 
of the land, the Ruby Mountains 
called the “alps of Nevada,” to the 
endless prairies covered with sage 
brush, bright yellow rabbit grass, 
juniper forests and dotted with 
grazing Black Angus wherever you 
look.  The sky is always bright blue, 
the clouds big and billowy, and the 
mountain goats, big horn sheep, and 
elk are never far away. 

   Among some of Elko’s fun 
activities: watch a saddle 
being made at the famed 
J.M. Capriola Company, 
see pottery done the old-
fashioned way at Tuscarora 
Pottery School, visit one of 
the many casinos, check 
out the handicrafts of 
Native Americans, visit 
the Northeastern Nevada 
Museum for an in-depth 
exploration of Nevada’s 
early years with exhibits 

of mining, ranching, native 

culture and Old West history, 
and end the day with a delicious 
dinner at a Basque restaurant.  
   There’s a lovely little poem that 
I read at the Folklife Center, aptly 
called “A Cowboy’s Prayer:” 
      I thank you, Lord, that I am 
placed so well,
      That You have made my freedom 
so complete
      That I’m no slave of whistle, 
clock or bell,
      Nor weak-eyed prisoner of wall 
and street.
      Just let me live my life as I’ve 
begun

The Cowboy Poetry Gathering Bonkers Ponders Term Limits

      And give me work that’s open 
to the sky;
      Make me a pardner of the wind 
and sun,
      And I won’t ask a life that’s soft 
or high. 
   At the National Cowboy Poetry 
Gathering, you’ll hear many poems 
just as heartfelt and profound as this 
and your experience will be a happy 
one. 
If You Go: 
Western Folklife Center
Tel: 435-657-3086
www.westernfolklife.org 

71 Ranch
Tel: 1-866-717-7171
www.71-ranch.com 

Red Lion Hotel & Casino
1065 Idaho St., Elko
Tel: 800-447-4136

www.HotelReservations.com 
Star Hotel Basque Family-Style 
Restaurant
246 Silver St, Elko
Tel: 775-738-9925 
 
Images Courtesy of Courtesy of 
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 It was in June 2008 that Damaro 
Restaurant Group, operating as 
Zuppa Restaurant, in the Gazette 
Building, located at 55-61 Main 
Street sued its landlord, Gazette 
Realty Holdings, a company 
controlled by developer Joseph 

Zuppa Restaurant’s Suit Against its Landlord Fails
By Hezi Aris

Spiezio III. The legal action 
commenced after it was learned that 
Nick Sprayregen, owner of Rising 
Development Co.  had agreed to buy 
the master lease on the building.
   Last week, Supreme Court Justice 
Alan D. Scheinkman ruled in favor 

of Gazette Realty, dismissing 
Zuppa’s arguments that Mr. 
Spiezio’s company had given up 
their right to the building. (Decision 
attached). 
   According to Justice Scheinkman, 
Zuppa is a subtenant, not an owner.  
Zuppa has no right to interfere in 
Mr. Spiezio’s efforts to sell his 
master lease to another developer, 
Nicholas Sprayregen, and Zuppa 
has no right to purchase the building.  
Further, the Court held that the 
term of Zuppa’s sublease should be 
reduced, with its sublease expiring 
in 2016.  Previously, Zuppa’s lease 
would have expired in 2023, with a 
right to extend until 2028.  
   Zuppa commenced its lawsuit after 
learning that Nicholas Spreyregen, 
a developer who has purchased a 
substantial number of properties 
in downtown Yonkers, had entered 
into a contract to purchase Mr. 
Spiezio’s master lease for the 
Gazette Building.   After filing the 
lawsuit, Zuppa sought to settle its 
claims by offering to sell its claimed 
right to occupy the property to Mr. 
Spreyregen for $3,300,000.  Mr 
Spreyregen refused.
   Jeffrey Buss, the lawyer for Mr. 
Spiezio applauded the Court’s 
decision and stated: “Zuppa is 
much better at cooking up food than 
litigation.”   Mr. Spiezio welcomed 

the court’s decision, which he 
described as thoughtful and well 
reasoned. 
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