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Village Approvals
Significant Step for The
Club At Briarcliff Manor

Running Afoul of the
Yonkers Department of
Engineering
By Hezi Aris

INSIDE
A&E

residences, and will be located on
the breathtaking 59-acre site in
Briarcliff Manor that was formerly
King’s College and Briarcliff Lodge,
a Westchester County landmark.
“We are very excited about
achieving this critical step in the
development process and moving
forward with the development
of our luxury senior living
community,” said Phillips. Noting
that high construction costs had
deterred Classic Residence by
Hyatt from developing a senior
community on the same site, Mr.
Phillips, who had been a senior
see Village Approves Pg. 6

Yonkers, NY -- Yonkers City
Engineer Joseph Moran sent Erik
Kaiser,
owner/
developer
of
REMI CompaniesVelocity
at
Greystone, LLC
a letter dated
December
5,
2008 demanding
the
immediate
containment
of
runoff of water that
is flowing from
the construction
site located at
1077 Warburton
A v e n u e .
[Download 1085
Remedy of site conditions on
Warburton 12.05.08]. Kaiser’s
office was admonished to contact the
office of the Yonkers Department of
Engineering by December 11, 2008
with his permanent solution to the
runoff or the City of would be forced
to utilize an outside contractor to
install a drainage system.
A picture taken about Noontime
on December 6, 2008 proves
positive that the problem still exists.
The photo, one of many, illustrate

CPA Team Says:
No Time for Scrutiny

P g. 3

County Failed to Provide Adequate Time for
Public to Scrutinize $1.77 Billion Budget
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Experts Paid by WCA Wonder Why Westchester
Lacks Independent Comptroller  
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White Plains, NY -- A team of
Certified
Public
Accountants
working at the request of the
county’s
leading
business
organization
has
been
conducting an
analysis of the
proposed 2009
We s t c h e s t e r
County budget that has left the
CPAs with more questions than
answers.
The team was headed by Howard
Klein, managing partner of Eisman,
Zucker, Klein & Ruttenberg, LLP
(EZKR) in White Plains and included
a dozen CPAs from accounting firms
in Westchester who are members
of the Westchester Chapter of
the New York State Society of
Certified Public Accountants.
Klein said that “our role was not
to comment on where and how
the money is spent but, rather, to
ask questions regarding how the

see Arizona Pg. 3

GOVERNMENT
P g. 1

HOLIDAY
P g. 9

MEDICINE
P g. 9

OP-ED

Pgs. 1, 2, 3

PEOPLE
P g. 9

WEIR ONLY
HUMAN
P g. 3

Arizona Author
Joins the Ranks
of Camus,
Hemingway,
Kerouac and
Sartre
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Oro Valley, AZ -- The 2008
Schopenhauer
International
Literary Award recipient is
Glynn E. Thompson for his novel
“The Raving Eunuch Monks,” a

Donating without Giving
this Holiday Season

World Wide Web -- With the
economy slipping, charities across
the nation are bracing themselves
for declining contributions this
holiday season.
While individuals still want
to support their favorite cause,
they may not have the time or
the money to do so. There is
a solution. More than 70,000
nonprofits have partnered with a
new Yahoo-powered search engine
called GoodSearch.com, and online
shopping mall GoodShop.com to
enable their supporters to generate
donations just by doing something
they do everyday – search the
Internet or shop online. What
makes the system so compelling is
that it doesn’t cost the users a thing.
It’s a form of philanthropy that
works for everyone in this tough
economy!
Consumers are helping their
favorite causes by shopping at
GoodShop.com where they can
choose from more than 800 well
known retailers including Target,
Apple, Macy’s, Best Buy, Barnes
& Noble, Petco and others. The

the continuing water run off from
the west side of the Velocity
construction
site. It is evident
that
with
the
cold weather the
water is freezing.
However, water is
also running down
the wall, on to
Harriman Avenue.
The letter further
directs attention to
the Department of
Engineering letter
of September 4,
2008
requiring
the removal of
all equipment and
materials on Warburton Avenue
by November 26, 2008. Further
the letter demanded all ancillary
equipment stored on Warburton
Avenue be confined within the
property line in Warburton Avenue
and to open the sidewalk to
pedestrians.
   As of December 7, 2008
equipment and materials that were
to be moved have not been situated
in compliance with the directive.

budget numbers are arrived at.”
The CPAs volunteered their time
to conduct an independent analysis
of the County Budget for The
We s t c h e s t e r
C o u n t y
Association
(WCA). Klein
is a member
of the WCA
Board of Directors and has been
an active participant in its Property
Tax Reform Alliance.
He said that the three weeks
between the initial presentation
of a proposed budget by County
Executive Andrew Spano and its
adoption by the County Board of
Legislators is inadequate in terms
of providing time to conduct an
in-depth analysis of the budget.
The CPAs were, however, able to
gain some insight into the $1.77
billion package and to pose serious

FINE PRINT
Pgs. 7, 8
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Briarcliff Manor, NY -- Matt Phillips,
President and CEO of Integrated
Development Group LLC (IDG),
developers of The Club at Briarcliff
Manor (The Club), announced that
the special use permit amendment
and site plan approvals have been
granted by the Board of Trustees
and Planning Board, respectively,
of the Village of Briarcliff Manor,
paving the way for the luxury senior
living community to continue its
development process. The Club,
a fee-for-service continuing care
retirement community (CCRC) will
be comprised of 325 independent
living and 60 supportive living

Saving Lives for
20 Years

shopping experience and the prices
are exactly the same as going to
the retailer directly, but by going
through GoodShop, up to 37% of
the purchase price is donated to the
user’s favorite cause. In addition,
GoodShop provides the user with
coupons and deals for the stores so
not only are they helping a cause,
but they’re saving money while
doing so!
Similarly, with the GoodSearch
search engine, approximately one
penny is donated to the users’
favorite charity with every search.
You use it exactly as you would any
other search engine (it’s powered
by Yahoo so you get quality search
results) and the pennies add up
quickly – just 500 people searching
four times a day will earn around
$7300 in a year! It doesn’t cost the
users a thing!
GoodSearch and GoodShop
have quickly spread via word-ofmouth, the blogger community,
and a number of celebrities and
their foundations including Jessica
see Donating Pg. 4

EPA Grant
to Spur
Restoration
Efforts in Saw
Mill River
Watershed

Yonkers, NY -- On Tuesday,
December 2, 2008, Mayor
Phil Amicone joined federal
representatives on the banks
of the Saw Mill River for the
announcement of a nearly $900,000
EPA Targeted Watershed Grant
awarded to Groundwork Hudson
Valley’s Saw Mill River Coalition.
The grant, one of only 15 given
out nationwide, will assist pollution
cleanup, restoration and planning
efforts that will improve the
Saw Mill River from its origins
in Chappaqua to its terminus in
Yonkers, including the much
anticipated “daylighting” project
that will unearth portions of the
river through the city’s downtown.
see EPA Grant Pg. 3

December 11, 2008
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Subprime Scrooges

Senator Jeffrey Klein Releases Top Ten Banks
Responsible for Foreclosing on New Yorkers
during the Holiday Season
Calls on State to Mandate Banks to Modify Loans
New York, NY -- With the US
economy officially in a recession
and the holiday season in full
swing, ten banks will issue just
under 5,000 notices of foreclosure
to New York families despite
receiving $122,099,000,000 in the
taxpayer funded bailout. Today,
December 5, 2008, Klein released
the top ten banks responsible
for the most foreclosure filings
from October-November in New
York City, Westchester, and
Long Island. Klein proposed to
standardize Operation Protect
Your Home, a foreclosure
prevention forum, to help stem
the rising tide of foreclosures in
the State by requiring lenders to
meet with borrowers and work out
mutually beneficial ways to avoid
foreclosure.
Klein’s report found that
in New York City the top ten
banks responsible for the most
foreclosures
from
OctoberNovember 2008 are: US Bank,
Deutsche Bank, Wells Fargo,
HSBC, Bank of America, JP
Morgan Chase, Bank of New
York, Indymac, Citigroup, Capitol
One.  
The filings break down as

follows: Nassau County (1,033),
Suffolk County (762), Queens
County (1,291), Kings County
(569), Richmond County (301),
Bronx County (214), New York
County (102), Westchester County
(331).
In September, Congress passed a
$700 billion bailout package which
relieved major mortgage banks of
the growing burden caused by the
dissolution of the credit market.
However, average Americans
see Subprime Scrooge Pg. 6

Raises Afforded NonRepresented Yonkers City
Hall Employees
Download City Hall_Unrepresented Middle
Management 2008 Salaries
By Hezi Aris
In response to a recent Freedom a judgment call as to the saliency
of Information Law (FOIL) request, of the pay increases based upon
Yonkers Tribune only
who they believed
days ago received
were
deserving
the following list of
of an increase or
salary figures earned
not. Others will
by non-represented
believe themselves
Yonkers City Hall
vindicated by those
employees.
The
they believed got
spreadsheet divulges
little, and exonerated
the name of the
by those they believe
individual, their job
The Hezitorial should have gotten
title, their previous
the pay increase they
salary, the present
received.
salary, and the percentage increase,
However one reads the figures,
if applicable.
the disparity among the various
There is no rhyme or reason behind non-represented workers has been a
why some individuals received no catalyst that has had some recently
pay increase whatsoever, and those attend a Teamsters Union invitation
that received 1 or 2 percent, while for future representation of the
others received 8.24 percent, and non-union employees. The uneven
others beyond that.
Some of our readers will make
see The Hezitorial Pg. 2

Postal Service Announces
Holiday Mailing Tips,
Deadlines &
Post Office Hours
White Plains, NY -- With 19 billion
cards, letters and packages expected
to be delivered this holiday season,
the U.S. Postal
Service
has
some tips to
help get gifts to
their destination
swiftly
and
safely.
“The
Postal Service is
making it easier
to ship packages
to
family
and
friends
this
season,”
says
U.S.
Postal Service
We s t c h e s t e r
District Manager
Joseph Lubrano. “Proper addressing
and proper packaging will help
us give every gift the service it
deserves.”
The Postal Service offers free,
environmentally friendly Priority
Mail and Express Mail boxes and
envelopes. These supplies can be
ordered at usps.com or picked up at
a local Post Office.
“The best shipping value may be

our Priority Mail Flat-Rate boxes,”
says Lubrano. “No calculating of
postage or weighing is needed. If it
fits, it ships.”
Get everything
you need to
ship packages at
the Post Office
with ReadyPost
S h i p p i n g
Supplies. Pack
and
protect
your shipment
with ReadyPost
envelopes,
boxes, bubble
wrap, tape and
more. Wrap it
right every time
with ReadyPost
Shipping Supplies.
The Postal Service has
extended window hours until 7
p.m. Monday to Friday and until
4 pm. on Saturday at the Post Offices
listed at the end of this notice.
Westchester Districts busiest Post
Offices have Automated Postal
Centers (APCs) – which provide
easy access to postal products and
see Postal Service Pg. 4
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Raises Afforded Non-Represented Yonkers City Hall Employees
From Page 1
remuneration of staff may in fact be
one of the first possibly worrisome
outcomes of the disbursement
among the City Hall workers.
Others will immediately search for
those they recognize to be political
appointees, considering them more
expendable than others. Perhaps a
case may be made for such “justice.”
It may perhaps also be said that the
spoils for winning elections is to
pad any and every administration
with so-called “political hacks.” The
problem in Yonkers and elsewhere
is that there is no scrutiny of action
by one body of government over
the other. Checks and balances

no longer exist. City Hall does
what it wants because it can; the
Yonkers City Council President
mimics the same excesses, albeit
in smaller dollar figures. No matter
whose agenda you may cling to,
neither is appropriate; however it
is the paradigm so long in place
without challenge, that it seems the
template.
The financial crisis that hangs
over Yonkers is similar to that
which hangs over the nation. The
remunerations divulged herein will
cause some of us to be deflected
from the bigger picture, that is, how
to bring fiscal concerns in line with

the responsibility to pay for services
needed and rendered.
The demand for fiscal constraint
and soon to be announced cutbacks
affords Yonkers a propitious
time frame in which to begin the
discussion over concerns vis-àvis today’s economically troubling
times.
The figures herein do not explain
the responsibility of the job title
holders.
Further, City Hall was adamant
in pointing out that had it afforded
every staff member previously
expressed pay increases, the $1.7
million pay increases herein would

have exceeded more than twice
that.
No matter how each of us views
these figures, I should sincerely hope
they will spur an online discussion
on what your perspective is on the
action taken, and an understanding
of how Yonkers must proceed in
light of the financial troubles that
lie before us as individuals and as
a community.
The paradigm seems to call for
change. Yonkersites must decide on
what road to take moving forward.

The Emperor Has No Clothes
By Vox Populi
The executive offices on the
second floor of City Hall, currently
occupied by lame duck Mayor
Phil Amicone and his trusted sidekick Lisa Mrijaj, two individuals
known for their depth and breadth
of
governmental
operations,
apparently consulted on salary
adjustments with the firm of
“Arbitrary and Capricious.”
The stroke of genius was the
conclusion that their political
operations team, e.g. Cerino,
Burns, etc., were not making
enough money, that is, based
on their shallow resumes and
inexperience, decided to award

them with public “taxpayer” money
for their devoted campaign work.
Clearly, three categories of people
received the financial largesse of
taxpayer dollars through Mayor
Amicone and his Chief of Staff
Lisa Mrijaj; campaign organization

operatives, Spano’s legacy to City
Hall, and friends of the mayor from
“Hog Hill.” And the “hogs” have
been fed. Only this administration
could beat the political machine
of Albany, Boston, and Chicago in
their arrogance. Many of the 8.24

percent and up recipients cannot or
have never passed a test, and on top
of that, have no resumes or job title
experience.
Some day soon, change will
come to City Hall. Whether it is
incremental or cataclysmic, the
people will find a way to depose
of the unchallenged authority of
Mayor Phil Amicone. It becomes
more apparent every day that the
Mayor / Emperor has “no clothes.”
He should be viewed for what he is
and not for what he purports to be!

On the
Level
with
Hezi Aris

on WVOX1460 AM
Radio
NEW ROCHELLE, NY – Listen to
the On the Level with Hezi Aris callin program on WVOX-1460 AM
radio this and every Tuesday.
The show is heard live by way of
streaming audio technology on your
computer, from 10:00 am through
11:00 am.
For those who can’t get enough
radio, consider listening to Hezi
Aris every Monday and Thursday,
at 8:30 am, as he discusses events
impacting Westchester politics
with Bob Marrone, host of Good
Morning, Westchester.
Join Bob Marrone every day from
6:00 am through 9:00 am during
your daily commute from Monday
through Friday.
The call-in talk show format
invites your perspective; share your
thoughts. Call us at 914-636-0110.
Those who call are asked to please
stay on topic.
WVOX 1460 AM features local
and regional information for
residents of suburban Westchester
County and the Bronx, with
emphasis on the heavily-populated
cities of Westchester’s Southern tier
and affluent villages of Long Island
Sound.

Change is Essential
By Greg Ball
New York State Assemblyman representing District 99
What a flawless campaign by the
president-elect. Barack Obama’s
ability as a candidate to transcend
historic divides has done more
than simply get him elected, he
single-handedly closed one chapter
in American history and opened
another.
On Jan. 20, I half expect to click
on Webster’s online version, type
in “change” and read “Change:
See Obama.” Yet if the Republican
Party needs anything, it is exactly
that, change.
Nationally, Republicans became
the “Party of War” and we selected
a nominee who, while an American
hero, simply could not win in the
current climate. In the Empire State,
the New York state Republican Party
has finally achieved what it has
been maneuvering to accomplish
for nearly two decades: ruin.
New York Republicans have
precious little time to learn
from our mistakes, and there are
many. Democratic enrollment is
up, the state Senate is gone, we
maintain a super minority in the
Assembly and many local races,
once safely Republican, are now
up for grabs. Over the years,
millions of dollars have been
funneled to preserve incumbency
and incompetence rather than true

Republican principles.
Those days, hopefully, are now
over, because Republicans are going
to have to fight for every seat, every
vote and every new registrant. That
means seizing the advantage in the
arena of ideas, not deal-making to
maintain the status quo.
So, how do we rebuild the party and
become truly competitive in a deep
blue state?
Road Map to Change
First, Republicans must become
true agents for reform, in both
Albany and Washington. Taxpayers
in New York have been left with
little choice, and have come to view
choosing between Republicans and
Democrats as having to choose
between a heart attack or cancer,
with few exceptions.
Second, we must embrace the rise
of a new force: unaffiliated voters.
In New Jersey, Massachusetts,
Connecticut, Colorado, unaffiliated
voters now outnumber either
Democrats or Republicans. Those
who refuse to register with any party
are now the fastest growing group
of voters in many districts. These
voters represent a huge opportunity
for a new Republican Party willing
and able to meet their needs and tap
into their frustration.
Third, Republicans must represent

Main Street not Wall Street, and
that means addressing tough
issues like Medicare and Social
Security, immigration, government
spending, corruption, outsourcing
and corporate welfare. Candidates
are products, and elections are
events. Voters must have a reason
to show up, and when they do, they
have to have a reason to pull the
lever for our brand. Understanding
those two separate components is
key to future victories. We must
address voter mistrust and actually
reflect their concerns in our policies
and initiatives, and give them a real
reason to vote Republican.
Fourth, if Newt Gingrich and T.

Boone Pickens can both build an
army of 1.4 million activists around
sustainable energy, and Barack
Obama can recruit 3 million voters
to receive his text messages, than
the Republican Party can similarly
mobilize voters around the “kitchen
table” issues I just mentioned.
This grass-roots organizing is key,
but also represents the tip of the
iceberg in the new age of political
messaging.
Fifth, the Republican Party must
get back to basics and realize our
grassroots activists are the source of
our greatest strength, not a dilemma
to be managed. We must build
large national and state networks
to embrace millions of rank-andfile Republicans, invite them back
in, and tap their energy, ideas and
creativity. Loyal Republicans
must remember that this nation
just elected an extremely liberal
president, and if his knee jerks
to the left, while laying out his
definition of “change,” there will
be an opportunity in the waiting for
our party, nationwide.
Blame to Go Around
As the dust settles, there is plenty
of blame to go around. Indeed, in a
relatively short period of time since
the 1994 Gingrich Revolution,
our Republican Party went from

being the party of lower taxes, less
government, balanced budgets and
reforming Washington, to the party
of big government and big spending.
In New York no deal was too dirty,
no principal too important, no pork
too unsightly.
In the end, to rebuild the
Republican Party we must return to
our philosophical roots, build a team
of good candidates statewide, and
support them with an organization
fitted for the new century.
At all levels, New Yorkers are
feeling squeezed. And while they
voted for “change” most are still not
comfortably represented by either
party, yet. And that is our greatest
opportunity.
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By Bob Weir
Every time I read another tragic
story about race-related murder I
wonder if we’ve really come very
far in our social evolution. It’s even
sadder and more shocking when
the homicide is committed by the
very young. Last month, 7 teenage
savages in Patchogue, Long Island,
singled out a Hispanic man for a
beating that ended up taking his life.
Jeffrey Conroy, 17 years old, stuck
a knife into the chest of Marcelo
Lucero, 37, killing the EcuadorianAmerican citizen, according to
the Suffolk County Long Island
District Attorney’s Office. Five of
the other six jackals are also 17 and
one is 16. They all attend Patchogue
High School, like many other nice
middle class white kids. You have
to wonder where the seeds of racism
were sown. The assistant DA in the
case said the seven charged in the
attack admitted they regularly beat

Hispanics for fun. He said one of
the accused attackers told police “I
don’t go out doing this very often,
maybe once a week.”
How does a 17 year-old become
a hate-filled murderer, willing to
plunge a knife into another human
being’s chest? What did his twisted
brain see in the Hispanic man that
made him resort to butchery? Long
Island, like cities across the country,
has had its share of problems with
illegal immigration, but it has
generally been limited to criticism
of the agencies responsible for its
enforcement. In preparing for the
defense, Conroy’s attorney has
already taken a step toward pointing
the finger of racism back at the
county. He said his client is innocent
(there’s a shock for you) and that
the real racist is County Executive
Steve Levy, known for his tough
stand against illegal immigration.

The
attorney
in the inner cities,
said Levy had no
the
ghettoes.
Yet, for some,
basis for saying
it has become a
that the slaying
was race-related.
place to take a
Levy shot back:
stand; a place to
“I think it is fair
defend
against
what they see as
to say that an
Weir Only Human
an encroaching
individual who
tattoos a swastika on his body can be enemy, advancing toward their
classified as a white supremacist,” pristine world. Ordinarily, at the
referring to police reports of a tattoo tender age of 16 or 17 you haven’t
on Conroy’s leg.
had the time or the inclination
Keep in mind that these kids were to learn how to hate the darker
living at home with families who inhabitants of your orbit. Certainly,
provided food, clothing and shelter you haven’t developed the
in a suburban community that ranks propensity to hurt people simply
with some of the better middle- because they look different from
class areas of the country. For many you. No, that profound sense of
years, I lived on Long Island, only enmity is a behavior that can only
about a 15 minute drive from the be learned from others.
scene of the homicide. We often
It reminds me of my initiation
think of these areas as far removed onto the New York City Police
from the crime that is so prevalent Department. Having been raised in

Mimi Stillman Soloist at Festival
Orchestra Winter Concert
Scarsdale, NY -- The HoffBarthelson Music School is pleased
to announce that internationally
known flutist Mimi Stillman
will be its guest soloist for the
Festival Orchestra Winter Concert,
Sunday, December 14, 2008 at
7 pm. The concert will be held at
the Community Unitarian Church
at 468 Rosedale Avenue, White
Plains. Jun Nakabayashi, Music
Director for the Festival Orchestra,
will conduct.
The Hoff-Barthelson Music
School Festival Orchestra is a full
symphony orchestra reserved for
high school students at the highest
level of technical ability and
musical artistry. The New York
State Council on the Arts says that
“it ranks among the top community
music school orchestras in the
country.” The ensemble presents
five full orchestra concerts annually
and performs with guest soloists
drawn among the finest professional
musicians performing today.
The program for the winter
concert will include the Ibert Flute
Concerto; Mozart’s Symphony
No. 40 in G minor, K. 550; and
Mendelssohn’s Hebrides Overture,
Opus 26.
Mimi Stillman is one of the most

highly regarded flutists in the
concert world today. “A magically
gifted flutist,
a breath of
fresh air” (The
Wa s h i n g t o n
Post), she is
internationally
acclaimed for
performances
as
soloist
with
The
Philadelphia
Orchestra and
numerous
others,
and
as
recitalist
and chamber
musician
at
the Kennedy Center, Carnegie
Hall, Philadelphia Museum of Art,
Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum,
for La Jolla Chamber Music Society,
Verbier Festival (Switzerland),
and other major concert halls and
festivals. At 12, she became the
youngest wind player ever admitted
to the Curtis Institute of Music,
where she received her Bachelors
degree studying with Julius Baker
and Jeffrey Khaner. She was the
youngest wind player ever to
win the Young Concert Artists
International Auditions. She is a

Yamaha Performing Artist.
Ms. Stillman is the founder
and
Artistic
Director of the
Dolce Suono
Chamber
Music Concert
Series, which
since
2005
presents
chamber music
concerts
in
Philadelphia
and
the
region,
and
educational
outreach
partnerships
w i t h
Philadelphia public schools, all
free to the community. She teaches
masterclasses at universities such
as New England Conservatory, the
Eastman School of Music, and the
universities of California, Maryland,
and Georgia. On her CD “MIMI”,
Ms. Stillman recorded her book of
arrangements of Debussy’s songs,
Nuits d’Étoiles: 8 Early Songs
(Theodore Presser). She holds an
M.A. in history from the University
of Pennsylvania, where she is a
Ph.D. candidate, and is a published
author on music and history. She has

been awarded fellowships from the
Earhart and Bradley Foundations.
Her forthcoming CDs will be
released by Albany Records and the
DTR Label.
Festival Orchestra Music Director
Jun Nakabayashi has been active in
both the symphonic and operatic
fields for fifteen years. Formerly
the Director of Orchestras for San
Jose State University, Co-Principal
Conductor for Oakland Lyric Opera
and Conductor for the Bay Area
Summer Opera Theater Institute,
Mr. Nakabayashi is now the
Director of Westchester’s Taconic
Opera in addition to his duties at
Hoff-Barthelson as Director of the
Festival Orchestra and Festival
Chorus.
Tickets to the Festival Orchestra
Winter Concert may be reserved
in advance or purchased at the
door. $12 general, $10 seniors, $8
Friends of Hoff-Barthelson, free
for students. 914-723-1169.

a tenement on the lower East Side
of Manhattan, I grew up with kids
of all colors, religions and intimate
inclinations. Growing up in the
melting pot of the nation, we were
taught that all people are the same,
their differences notwithstanding.
When I became a cop and began
working with guys from middleclass families, I quickly saw the
incompatibility in our views
of people. They hadn’t lived in
neighborhoods with, or gone to
school with, blacks, Hispanics,
Jews, etc. Hence, they didn’t know
how to interact with them. Such
lack of experience often leads to
fear of things they don’t understand
and antipathy toward anyone who
represents that fear.
As a rookie cop in the late sixties,
I was introduced to racist terms
on a daily basis that I had never
heard at home and seldom heard at

school, or in the street. What made
it so bizarre was that I was from
the same type of neighborhood as
those being bitterly condemned,
yet, I was eagerly accepted. The
only variable in the equation was
my skin color, which apparently
was my rite of passage in some type
of social contract. If I had the same
tint of skin as Mr. Lucero, some of
my “brother” officers might have
referred to me as a “spick,” behind
my back. Moreover, when I lived on
Long Island, there might have been
7 thugs stalking me with murder on
their minds.
Bob Weir is a contributing
columnist to Yonkers Tribune
and Westchester Times Tribune.
BobWeir777@aol.com.

Puppet Theater to
Perform at Yonkers
Grinton I. Will Library
Yonkers, NY -- Yonkers Public
Library’s Grinton I. Will Branch
will host the Spring Valley Puppet
Theater who will present two
delightful productions on December
30th for children ages 5 and up. The
Wolf in Sheep’s Clothing, adapted
from the Aesop Fable, is enlivened
with a colorful Mexican setting, a
humorous communication gap and
a surprise ending! In The Three
Wishes find out what happens to
Henry and Gretchen when a magical
Elf gives them three wishes. This
folktale favorite is flavored with
a dash of dialogue, a generous
helping of humor and the twists of
plot for which the Spring Valley
Puppet Theater is known. These
large scale presentations are filled
with delightful original scripts,
appealing characters, beautifully
hand-crafted puppets, music and
humor.
Michael Graham, founder of the
Spring Valley Puppet Theater, first

became interested in puppetry as
a boy when he received a gift of a
Pelham marionette and a Shari Lewis
book. He began performing for
parties with his Pelham puppets, and
then constructed his own puppets.
Michael has studied puppetry
with Professor Albert Roser at
the University of Connecticut and
at the Summer String Academy,
and he received the UNIMA-USA
Citation of Excellence in the Art of
Puppetry by the American Center
of the Union Internationale de la
Marionette for his production of
Jack and the Beanstalk.
This free program is open to the
public and will be held on Tuesday,
December 30, at 2 p.m. in the
Pincus Auditorium. Grinton I. Will
Branch, located at 1500 Central
Park Avenue, is handicapped
accessible.
For further information and to
register, call
914-337-1500, ext. 306.

Arizona Author Joins
the Ranks

From Page 1
masterpiece of psychosocial insight.
The award recognizes
authors who give voice to the
philosophical tenets of Arthur
Schopenhauer (1788 - 1860).
The German philosopher was
among the first to contend that
the universe is an irrational place.
Inspired by Plato and Immanuel
Kant, Schopenhauer developed
their philosophies into an ascetic
outlook. Often characterized as a
pessimist, Schopenhauer in fact
advocated ways to overcome a
frustration-filled and fundamentally
painful
human
condition.
All books considered for the award
must be submitted by accredited
universities familiar with the award.
Those universities submitting
works for consideration retain
the right to remain anonymous.
The first Schopenhauer Award
was presented to Albert Camus in
1953. The award has been presented
only 14 times since. Past recipients
include Ernest Hemingway, Jack
Kerouac, Jean-Paul Sartre, Janice
Thayler and Fyoder Djanschin.
In “The Raving Eunuch Monks,”
protagonist Gil McNeil moves
from one deceitful moment to
another, finally arriving at an
instant in which he briefly senses
how dangerous he has been to those
he cared about and just how much
he did care for them. He moves
on, leaving Lubbock, Texas in an
attempt to construct a fresh start.
He leaves behind a failed marriage,
an abandoned son, damaged
friendships and shattered souls.

“Here is a saga embracing
the nobility of accepting the
contradictions and darkness in the
human soul and the courage to
celebrate both,” said Karl Mueller,
award selection committee member.
“The raving eunuch monks
are captivated by the respective
universes
they
inhabit
and
are passionately engrossed in
fashioning and refashioning their
imagined places in them,” said
one reviewer. “They blissfully
trip a light fandango over a bed
of coals through this great, shared
mystery so many speak so ill of.
Unsubmissive, their defeats are
marginalized; their victories, no
matter how minor, embolden.”
Living the life of a hermit for the
past four years, author Thompson
has taken up residence in a U.S.
Forest Service fire lookout in
Arizona’s Coronado National
Forest. During his first season on
the rock, according to the Tucson
Weekly, Thompson finished “The
Raving Eunuch Monks,” the first
volume of a planned trilogy of
semi-autobiographical
novels.
A self-published author, Thompson
was born in Dallas in 1948. He
served in the U.S. Navy from 1966
to 1970, including tours in Vietnam.
He graduated from Texas Tech
University in Lubbock in 1975 and
served a second enlistment in the
Navy as a surface warfare officer.
After discharge he held several civil
service positions, including wild
land firefighter.
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Donating without Giving
this Holiday Season
From Page 1
Biel, Montel Williams, Faith Hill
and Tim McGraw, Jeff Bridges,
and others.   This is helping to
generate significant funds for the
participating nonprofits.
For example:
* Supporters of the ASPCA are
shopping on GoodShop and
searching on GoodSearch, to date
raising more than $22,000 to help
animals in need!
* The Cystic Fibrosis Foundation
has earned nearly $10,500!
* An order placed at Adobe
Software earned Capri Elementary
School in California $191!
Internet users have found
GoodSearch and GoodShop to be
a compelling idea. Lisa Codron,
a teacher in Los Angeles, uses
GoodSearch and GoodShop in
support of Best Friends Animal

Society, which runs the nation’s
largest sanctuary for abused
animals. “It’s amazing. I buy
so much online and because of
GoodShop I get dozens of discounts
as well as the opportunity to support
my favorite charity. There’s really
no reason not to GoodShop!”
“The response to this idea has
truly been overwhelming,” said
Ken Ramberg, Co-Founder of
GoodSearch and former President
of MonsterTRAK, the largest online
career site for college students (now
a division of Monster.com). “More
than 100 new nonprofits and schools
register daily and GoodSearch
and GoodShop are helping to
make a difference in communities
across the country. Because of the
economy, nonprofits really need our
help this year more than ever.”

Metrocities Mortgage
Moves to White Plains
White Plains, NY -- Metrocities
Mortgage, a national direct lender
and mortgage broker
with
proprietary
loan search engine
technology, moved
to 333 Westchester
Avenue,
White
Plains. Metrocities
is part of the Prospect
Mortgage portfolio of
companies, backed
by Sterling Partners,
a multibillion dollar
private equity fund.
The lending territory of Metrocities
includes all 50 states; its vast
number of loan programs and ongoing training for loan officers and
support personnel, combined with
innovative technologies, contribute
to its success.
The branch manager for
Metrocities, Donald Arace, has been
a loan professional in Westchester
for twenty two years He has
consistently served the Westchester

County Board of Realtors, and its
Realtor members. Most notably
he designed a unique
fundraising
event
called the “Hope for
the Homeless.” When
others see nothing
but a downturn in the
mortgage industry,
Metrocities
sees
opportunity.
“We
understand how to
grow for long-term
results,” said Arace.
The mortgage company has a
unique system to help Realtors deal
with borrowers’ inquiries regarding
the purchaser through its “Home
Buyers Scouting Report” and
other services, such as first time
homebuyers’ seminars, REO and
foreclosure property assistance for
listing Realtors, as well as FHA and
203(k) loans useful in the disposal of
foreclosed properties. Metrocities
also provides private banking loans
up to $l0 million or more.

Call
to
Advertise
in the
Westchester
Times Tribune
914-562-0834
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Business • Community
The Fine Print
By Lisa Fine
The 109th Christmas Bird Count:
Citizen Science in Action. From
Sunday December 14, 2008 through
Monday January 5, 2009, tens of
thousands of volunteers throughout
the Americas will take part in
an adventure that has become a
family tradition among generations.
Families and students, birders and
scientists, armed with binoculars,
bird guides and checklists will
head out on an annual mission often before dawn – to count birds.
I recently spoke with Fred Koontz,
Executive Director of Teatown Lake
Reservation. He said that since
1900, naturalists and organizational
groups of interested ‘birders’ have
banded together annually to count
birds and this tradition is now known
as “The Christmas Bird Count,” and

coordinated by the
National Audubon
Society.
This long-term
event has created
a large database of
bird information
that has become
an essential tool
for biologists and
makes an enormous
contribution
to
conservation. The data collected is
used to evaluate the health of our
bird populations.
The counters follow specified
routes through a 15-mile diameter
circle, counting every bird they see
or hear all day.
In light of climate change, the
Count has taken on even greater

importance for its
ability to detect
shifts
in
bird
geographies and
for
determining
their conservation
statuses.
Whether you
are a novice or
experienced
birder,
consider
contacting
one
of our local Audubons or nature
preserves for more information.
The Bedford Audubon Society will
be participating in many regional
bird counts: Greenwich/Stamford
area Count (on December 14),
54th Peekskill Christmas Bird
Count with John Askildsen (on
December 20) and the Putnam

County Count with Charlie Roberto
(on January 3, 2009). You can also
join the naturalists at Teatown on
Saturday December 20 when they
participate in our region’s count.  
The Christmas Bird Count is an
excellent example of volunteer,
“citizen-scientist” projects for the
whole family. Just be sure to dress
warm, bring your binoculars and
have fun! If you would like to learn
more about the National Audubon
Count please visit www.audubon.
org.
To submit information for The
Fine Print, please send emails to
TheFinePrintNY@verizon.net, call
914 243-9761, or visit the www.
LisaFineCommunications.com
Website.

Professional Group Plans Partners with U.S. Bank to
Provide Health Savings Plans
Elmsford, NY and Yonkers,
NY -- Professional Groups Plans,
Inc. (PGP) has selected U.S.
Bank to provide Health Savings
Account (HSA) administration
for its employer group clients.
Headquartered in Hauppauge, New
York, with offices throughout New
York, New Jersey and Connecticut,
PGP is one of the largest general
agents in the United States,
servicing more than 5,000 licensed
insurance professionals and 50,000
employer groups. Premiums total
more than $1.6 billion annually.
“We are excited to enter into an
agreement with what we feel is
the pre-eminent administrator of
HSAs in the United States,” said
Keith Zuckerman, president of
Professional Group Plans, Inc.
“U.S. Bank’s commitment to
enhancing the consumer driven

healthcare member’s experience
fits well with our pro-active role

senior vice president for U.S. Bank
Healthcare Payment Solutions.

in promoting the advancement of
consumer driven healthcare. Our
business is guided by superior
customer service and U.S. Bank will
help us enhance our service model.”
“We are honored to have been
chosen by PGP as their HSA
partner,” said Ralph Bernstein,

“This new program leverages the
healthcare and payments energy
and expertise of two industry
leaders. Together, we will bring
best-in-class HSA solutions to
the market and further our joint
commitment to the advancement
of consumer driven healthcare.”

In addition to providing an HSA
product for individuals and small
businesses through its branch
network, U.S. Bank also partners
with self-insured businesses, thirdparty administrators, healthcare
providers and business-services
companies to offer HSAs. To learn
more about the U.S. Bank Health
Savings Account, visit www.
healthsavings.usbank.com.
For
details on the complete U.S. Bank
healthcare line, including payment
solutions for patients, providers
and payers, contact U.S. Bank at
usbankhealthcare@usbank.com.
U.S. Bancorp (NYSE: USB),
with $247 billion in assets, is the
parent company of U.S. Bank, the
6th largest commercial bank in the
United States as of Sept. 30, 2008.
Visit U.S. Bancorp on the Internet
at www.usbank.com.

Postal Service Announces Holiday Mailing Tips,
Deadlines & Post Office Hours
From Page 1
services just as ATMs provide easy
access to banking services. APC
services include weighing and
providing postage for packages up
to 70 pounds and sending items via
Express Mail and Priority Mail.
The APCs, which only accept credit
and debit cards, can also provide
delivery confirmation, insurance,
ZIP code information and sell
stamps. They do not accept cash.
Automated Postal Centers
are available at the following
Post Office locations - seven
days a week, 24 hours a day:
24-hour access to APCs can
be found at these Post Offices:
Hartsdale, Hopewell Junction,
Larchmont, Monsey, Mt. Kisco,
Nanuet, New City, Poughkeepsie
South Road Post Office, Rye,
Sloatsburg, Yonkers (East Station),
Yorktown Heights, Wappingers
Falls, White Plains.

APCs handle 80 percent of the
same transactions customers can
conduct in a Post Office and are open
24 hours a day, seven days a week,
for added customer convenience.
Packages can be mailed regardless
of Post Office hours using these
self-service kiosks, located in
thousands of Post Office lobbies
across the country. APCs are as
easy to use as an ATM, but without
the fees. Many APCs let customers
conduct business in Spanish.
The Postal Service recommends
the following mail-by dates to
ensure your gift arrives on time:
Dec. 4
— Military mail
destined for Iraq or Afghanistan
Dec. 11 — Military mail
for
other
overseas
bases
Dec. 16 — Parcel Post, the most
economical
shipping
service
Dec. 20 — First-Class Mail
Dec. 20 — Priority Mail

Dec. 23 — Express Mail
Due to security requirements,
packages bearing postage stamps
that weigh more than 13 ounces must
be presented to a retail associate
at the Post Office and cannot be
dropped in blue collection boxes.
Find more holiday tips and
information at http://www.usps.com/
communications/newsroom/2008/
holiday/hpr.htm.
Extended Window Service Hours
Monday thru Friday Until 7 p.m.
Saturday
Until
4
p.m.      
ARDSLEY
10502  
ARMONK
10504  
BEDFORD
10506  
BRIARCLIFF MANOR        10510  
CHAPPAQUA       10514  
CROTON ON HUDSON        10520  
DOBBS FERRY    
10522  
GOLDENS BRIDGE
10526  
HARRISON        10528  
HAWTHORNE       10532  

KATONAH
10536  
MAMARONECK      10543  
MOHEGAN LAKE    10547  
MOUNT
VERNON
SANFORD STA        10552  
OSSINING       
10562  
PEEKSKILL      
10566  
PLEASANTVILLE  
10570  
PORTCHESTER    
10573  
PURCHASE        10577  
SCARSDALE       10583  
HEATHCOTE       10583  
SOMERS
10589  
TARRYTOWN       10591  
YONKERS
10702  
GREYSTONE NORTH 10703  
TUCKAHOE        10707  
BRONXVILLE     
10708  
CENTUCK         10710  
PELHAM STA      10803  
WYKAGYL STA    

10804

EPA Grant to Spur Restoration Efforts in Saw
Mill River Watershed
From Page 1
“EPA’s targeted watershed grants
exemplify how federal dollars can
be used by local experts to achieve
demonstrable results,” said EPA
Regional Administrator Alan J.
Steinberg. “Helping revitalize the
Saw Mill River watershed will
not only benefit the surrounding
communities, it will contribute
to the larger effort of protecting
and preserving our nation’s
watersheds.”
“The Saw Mill River flows through
and under residential and industrial
areas in the heart of Westchester
County,” said Congresswoman Nita
Lowey. “This project will restore
and protect the river so we can
enjoy it now and in the future. I am
pleased that EPA has recognized
this need.”
The grant will fund projects
to restore the flow of the river,
revitalize sections of the river
corridor, reduce fecal coliform and
trash polluting the river, review
park designs and improve mapping
of the river.
The Saw Mill River originates in
Chappaqua, N.Y., some 28 miles
north of Yonkers, flows through
residential and industrial settings
and then flows underground for
about a mile before it empties into
the Hudson River in Yonkers, N.Y.
Planned projects for the 3-year
grant period include:
* Involvement in the planned
“daylighting” of a covered up
section of the river in Yonkers
*
IMBY
(In-My-Backyard)
Demonstration Projects in local

neighborhoods showcasing better
stormwater techniques that can help
prevent flooding and pollution: rain
gardens, permeable paving, and
disconnecting gutters
* Small business environmental
surveys-to assist businesses in
preventing pollution from their land
into the river
* High School “Floatables” (plastic
bottle) Project-involving local
high schools in reducing plastic
floatables in the river, conducting
non-polluting car washes
* Saw Mill River Tour for local
planning boards and decisionmakers
* Restoring river banks and
replanting native trees and shrubs;
conducting more Free-A-Tree
invasive vine cutting days including
seminars on stream ecology
* Water quality monitoring by
Manhattan College and Saunders
High School
Established in 2003, EPA’s
targeted watersheds grant program
is designed to encourage successful
community-based approaches and
management techniques to protect
and restore the nation’s watersheds.
The program supports collaborative
watershed partnerships that are
ready to implement on-the-ground
restoration and protection activities
designed to achieve quick,
measurable environmental results.
To date, 61 organizations have been
awarded grants like the one given
to Groundwork Yonkers. Earlier
this year, Groundwork Yonkers
received a $78,235 grant from the

New York-New Jersey Estuary
Program, which is chaired by EPA,
for restoration work on the Saw
Mill River.

For more information on EPA’s
targeted watershed grants and a
complete list of the awardees,
visit
http://www.epa.gov/twg/
implementation.html.
For a Google Earth aerial view
of the Saw Mill River watershed,
go to
http://www.epa.gov/region2/kml/
saw_mill_river_basin.kmz.
You must have Google Earth
installed on your computer to view
the map.
To download Google Earth, visit
http://earth.google.com/downloadearth.html).
For more information on
Groundwork Yonkers, visit
http://www.groundworkyonkers.
org/.
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First Lady Michelle Paterson Named Honorary
Chair
New York’s Hudson-Fulton-Champlain Quadricentennial Celebration

New York, NY --

Governor
David A. Paterson today announced
that First Lady Michelle Paige
Paterson has been named Honorary
Chair of the Hudson-FultonChamplain
Quadricentennial
Celebration. Next year, 2009,
marks the 400th anniversaries of
the voyage of English Captain
Henry Hudson, who led the first
European expedition to sail up the
river that now bears his name, and
the voyage of Frenchman Samuel de
Champlain, the first to discover the
namesake lake. To celebrate these
simultaneous 400th anniversaries –
as well as the 200th anniversary of
Robert Fulton’s maiden steamboat
journey up the Hudson River – New
York State is planning a yearlong
series of events, programs and
projects that highlight the discovery
of New York, celebrating the State’s
Dutch, French and English roots
and heritage.
“This is a momentous occasion
in our State’s history,” said First
Lady Michelle Paige Paterson. “I
am so proud to be able to serve
this important role as ambassador
for the 400th anniversaries of the
exploration of our historic Hudson
River and Lake Champlain,
celebrating our rich history and
our embrace of diversity, tolerance
and innovation. Perhaps most
importantly, we are utilizing the
occasion to focus attention on
the most important legacy of all
-- environmental and economic
sustainability starting with the next
100 years.”
New York’s First Lady will lend
her support to several projects
across the State, including the

“Walkway Over the Hudson” in
Poughkeepsie that will transform
the Poughkeepsie Railroad Bridge
into a spectacular park in the sky,
the longest elevated walkway in
the world. On Lake Champlain,
the newly refurbished Crown Point
Lighthouse will shine again over
the stabilized ruins of two nearby
forts – Crown Point and St. Frederic
– that symbolize the region’s
English and French heritage.
And Governor’s Island, the site
of one of New York’s first Dutch
settlements and a strategic 19thcentury coastal fortification, will
soon allow visitors to have access
to the entire perimeter promenade
for the first time, and will create a
picnic area with unparalleled views
of the Statue of Liberty, New York
Harbor, and the Manhattan skyline.
Other Quadricentennial events
include the valley-wide event “River
Day” celebrating 400 years of
boats, ships and the Hudson River;
the Quadricentennial Sustainability
Expo at the American Museum of

Young People Learn
How to Create Holiday
Ornaments at Beczak
Yonkers, NY – The Beczak
Environmental Education Center
with conduct a class on
how to create holiday
ornaments using shell,
nuts, sea glass, driftwood,
and other jewels that
washed up on Beczak’s
sandy beach situated
along the banks of the
Hudson River.
The program will take
place on December 13,
2008, from 12:30pm –
2:00pm. The program is
geared for young people
from ages 5 and up, $5
per child. To register,
call (914) 377-1900 x
13, or email DSukup@

Beczak.org. Beczak Environmental
Education Center is located one
block north of the
Yonkers train station,
www.beczak.org.
Founded in 1989, Beczak
has become a vital part
of the local community,
providing
schools
with multidisciplinary
programs that are easily
integrated into their
educational curriculums,
and serving as a focal
point to numerous riverrelated public events and
activities.

Natural History, the International
Commemorative Stamp Expo at
the Empire State Plaza – featuring
the loan of the original Henry
Hudson 1909 stamp from the
National Museum, the New York
Medal of Discovery-the first annual
medal from the Governor to a
distinguished New Yorker, the “400
Years of History” conference at
Marist College, and a special visit
from the Dutch Royal Family.
U.S. Senator Charles E. Schumer
said: “This event provides a golden
opportunity to celebrate the history
of New York State and three of the
giants who defined it for the last
four hundred years. Over this past
year, I have worked tirelessly for
the Quadricentennial to ensure the
celebration provides a big boost for
our tourism economy. I know with
Michelle Paterson as the Honorary
Chair of the Quadricentennial
we can only expect even greater
success.”
U.S. Senator Hillary Rodham
Clinton said: “First Lady Michelle

Paige Paterson is an excellent
choice to chair the Hudson-FultonChamplain
Quadricentennial
celebrations. Under her leadership,
this celebration of New York’s
rich past will be a truly historic
success.”
U.S.
Congressman
Maurice Hinchey said: “The
Quadricentennial
celebrations
presents New Yorkers with so many
exciting ways to celebrate and learn
about the extraordinary historical
events that occurred right here in
our own backyard several centuries
years ago. I am very pleased that
First Lady Michelle Paige Paterson
will be taking on such an important
leadership role that will ensure we
fulfill the cultural, educational,
and economic potential that these
upcoming events have for our
State.”
Hugo Gajus Scheltema, Consul
General of the Netherlands, said:
“We are thrilled that the First
Lady is Honorary Chair for the
Quadricentennial Celebration. We
look forward to working together
for next year’s events. From our
side we have set up a number of
festivities in the framework of
the Quadricentiennial and expect
several Dutch dignitaries to visit
New York State next year, including
members of the royal family.”
For more information on the
Hudson-Fulton-Champlain
Quadricentennial Celebration,
please visit:
www.ExploreNY400.com.
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Westchester County in
Need of Gifts for
Foster Children
Department of Social Services Looks to
Collect Toys for 900 Foster Kids Ages
Infant-21

White Plains, NY --The holidays
are right around the corner and time
is running out for more than 900
foster kids who are dreaming of
receiving a gift this year.
The Westchester County
Department
of
Social
Services
is working
feverishly to
try to collect
e n o u g h
presents for
these needy
children who
live in foster
homes and
residential schools throughout the
county. The deadline for donating
presents is Dec. 12 since all the
gifts must be sorted, wrapped and
delivered.
“Every year through the
generosity of donors we have been
able to make our goal, but this year
we are way behind and I am very
concerned that we may have to
disappoint some of the children this
year,’’ said Barbara Sabater of the
Department of Social Services.
Sabater said that gifts are especially
needed for teens who sometimes
are overlooked by donors. “Please,
when you are out doing your holiday
shopping, buy an extra gift. It means
so much to these kids,’’ said Sabater.
Unwrapped gifts for a child or
a young adult from birth to age

21 can be brought to six locations
throughout the county. Children
with specific gift requests can
also be “sponsored.” A holiday
collection bin is located on the first
floor of the County Office Building
at 148 Martine
Avenue
in
White Plains.
T h e r e
are
also
collection
bins at the
following
locations:               
* 112 East
Post Road,
White Plains,
5th Floor
* 85 Court Street, White Plains
* 131 Warburton Ave., Yonkers
* 750 Washington Avenue,
Peekskill
* 100 East 1st Avenue, Mount
Vernon
* One Stop Employment Center120 Bloomingdale Rd., White Plains
For further inquiry, contact Barbara
Sabater, Program Administrator,
Department of Social Services, at
(914) 995-5545 or direct email to
bms7@westchestergov.com.

Holiday Shopping Gets Easy
Give a Manatee!

There is a way to steer clear of
some of the holiday hustle and
hype this year. Consider adopting
a manatee for loved ones and good
friends online, or with a phone call,
right from the comfort of your own
home.   
An adoption from Save the
Manatee Club is a HUGE favorite
on gift lists everywhere. It costs
$25 and includes an adoption
certificate, photo of a real Florida
manatee, biography, membership
handbook, a subscription to the
Club’s quarterly newsletter, The
Manatee Zone, and the bi-monthly
e-newsletter, Paddle Tales, and free
shipping. Or for $35, each new
member who joins the Adopt-AManatee program online will also
receive a 24” x 12” full-color 2009
wall calendar (while supplies last).
A personalized holiday message is
offered with each adoption.

Back in 1981, singer/songwriter,
Jimmy Buffett, co-founded Save
the Manatee Club, a national
nonprofit advocacy organization,
and the Club has been working to
protect manatees and their habitat
for the past twenty-seven years.
Funds from the Club’s adoption
programs go toward increasing
public awareness, education, and
conservation efforts.
Sarah Rice and Kevin Burdette,
both geologists from the U.S. and
currently working and studying
in Canada, adopted a manatee
last year for their friends, Paul &
Kari Skalleberg from Alexandria,
Virginia, who had asked for
donations to help a worthy cause
instead of material things for the
holidays. “This was the perfect
opportunity to adopt a manatee for
them,” said Sarah, who selected
Lily from the Club’s Blue Spring
State Park adoption program. “Lily
has added to the manatee population
over the years with many calves,
and we felt that she has done her
part in the world and deserves some
recognition.”
The Skallebergs were most pleased
with their manatee adoption gift.
“We particularly loved the photo
of Lily,” explained Kari. “And the
calendar was a great present, too,
just in time for the New Year.”
Manatees are Florida’s official state
marine mammal, and they are listed
as endangered at the international,
federal, and state levels. Since
record keeping began in 1974
through May, 2008, more than 41%
of manatee deaths, where cause of
death was identified, were humanrelated, and almost 34% were due
to watercraft collisions. “With
increased awareness, education,
regulations, and enforcement,
manatee deaths caused by humans
could be substantially reduced, and
the eventual recovery of the species
could be realized,” said Patrick
Rose, Executive Director of Save
the Manatee Club. Approximately
3,200 manatees currently live in
Florida’s ever-busy waterways.   

Rose added, “Non-traditional
holiday gifts, such as manatee
adoptions, make sense in these hard
economic times. You can make
each dollar you spend during the
holidays count because you’ll also
be helping endangered manatees –
and you’ll get a tax deduction.”
There are 32 manatees to choose
from in the Club’s three Florida
adoption programs at Blue Spring
State Park near Orange City,
Homosassa
Springs
Wildlife
State Park in Homosassa, and in
the Tampa Bay area. The Club’s
quick and easy online gift catalog
features a variety of manatee items,
including jewelry, toys, books, and
all kinds of marvels for manatee fans
and gift givers alike. The catalog

items can be viewed and purchased
at http://www.savethemanatee.org/
manateegifts.htm.   
For more information about
manatees, or the adoption
program, contact Save the
Manatee Club at 500 N. Maitland
Ave., Maitland, FL 32751, call
1-800-432-JOIN (5646), or visit
their web site at
www.savethemanatee.org.
Also, sign up for the Club’s free
eNewsletter.
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Economic Development
Developer Forest City Ratner Delays
Village Approvals Significant Step for
His Atlantic Yards Project Due to
The Club At Briarcliff Manor
Financial Difficulties

From Page 1

executive on the Classic Residence
team, explained that The Club is a
complete redesign that will result
in much more efficient buildings.
It also will operate on a different
business model that has only
recently been allowed in the State
of New York. As a fee-for-service
CCRC, residents of The Club will
only pay for health care services
if and when they use them, which
allows for lower monthly fees for
the majority of residents.
Village officials are also ready
to see this premier site, which has
sat vacant for many years, finally
re-developed. According to Mayor
William Vescio, the Village is
looking forward to continuing to
work with IDG to see this project
become a vibrant part of our
community, one that would allow
older residents the opportunity to
remain in the Village. “The Club
will also provide numerous benefits
to the Village,” he said, “including
generating substantial revenue from
real estate taxes, development of a
much needed new Village ballfield
on the site, a $2.25 million donation
to the Library, a $500,000 donation
for the purchase of a fire truck,
replacement of the aged water
tower on the site as well as other
infrastructure improvements.”  
A
Spectacular
Westchester
Setting
A prime focus of The Club, which
is specifically designed for residents
62 and older, will be the natural
beauty and historic significance
of the land. Its location is at the
summit of one of Westchester’s
most spectacular settings, just 30
miles north of New York City.
Once the site of the nationally
renowned Briarcliff Lodge, one
of America’s premier resort hotels
and the vacation destination of
heads of state, business leaders,
and entertainers, The Club’s site
offers panoramic views of the
Hudson River and the New York
City skyline. The grounds were
originally designed by Frederick
Law Olmstead, co-designer of
Central Park.
The site’s topography naturally
divides into distinct development
areas. The Lower Village will
contain twenty-four town homes
and thirteen villas. Located on
The Club’s Upper Village will be
the Aquatics, Fitness & Spa Center
and the Clubhouse, along with 288
apartments. A supportive living
center for 60 residents will also be
located in the Upper Village, where
assisted living, memory support
and skilled nursing care services
will be provided. Apartments will

Cry for Paterson Administration to Pull the Plug on
Ratner’s Failing Plan

range in size from approximately
1000 to 2000 square feet; town
homes will be approximately 2200
square feet; and villas will range
from approximately 2800 to 3200
square feet. One-time entrance fees
starting at $750,000 will be 90%
refundable when a resident moves
out. Estimated monthly fees will
start at $3400 and will include a
wide range of services, real estate
taxes and utilities.
The Club will provide its residents
maintenance free living with an
array of amenities and stimulating
activities. Planned are art classes,
bridge clubs, computer classes,
cultural events in New York City
and at nearby venues, exercise
classes, guest lectures, tennis
clinics, water aerobics, writing
workshops, yoga, and more. The
Clubhouse will feature a variety
of community spaces, including
multiple dining venues, a surround
sound theater and the Lodge Room,
decorated with memorabilia from
the former Briarcliff Lodge.
Professionalism
and
Strong
Community Relations
IDG opened its first sales center
at 1197 Pleasantville Road in
Briarcliff Manor in July to market
The Club, after receiving approval
from the State of New York. The
second sales center just recently
opened in Larchmont at 2120
Boston Post Road, so that residents
of both upper and lower Westchester
County now enjoy the convenience
of a sales center in proximity to
their residence.
IDG was launched in 2006 to
create a new generation of luxury
senior living communities. IDG’s
mission is to use its passion and
experience to create innovative
and extraordinary senior living
communities, with a commitment to
providing the highest quality service
and care.   Based in Northbrook, IL,
its executives have over 50 years
combined experience in the senior
housing industry.

IDG has two communities
currently under development:
The Club at Briarcliff Manor in
Briarcliff Manor, New York and
850 Lake Shore Drive in Chicago,
Illinois. Both properties are being
developed in partnership with
National Electrical Benefit Fund
(NEBF), a Washington, DC-based
pension fund with over $10 billion
in assets.
IDG has put together a star team to
develop The Club. The architectural
firms Perkins Eastman (New York,
NY) and Sullivan Architecture
(White Plains, NY), in collaboration
with Interior Design Associates
(Nashville, TN), have designed the
community. Andron Construction
Company (Golden’s Bridge, NY)
has
provided
preconstruction
services. DirtWorks, a talented
landscape design firm (New York,
NY), has created a landscape plan
that will maximize the beauty of the
site and its interesting topography,
walking trails, pond and open
spaces.
“Well acquainted with the property
and the community for years, IDG
brings a fresh, practical, and focused
approach to the project, grounded in
professionalism and a commitment
to evolving the industry,” Mr.
Phillips said. “We believe in
maintaining strong community
relations and are confident that
The Club at Briarcliff Manor will
prove to be one of Briarcliff’s,
and indeed, Westchester’s, greatest
community assets. This will be the
finest offering of senior living in the
Northeast,” he added.
At present, The Club is accepting
deposits for The Founder’s Club,
which will provide prospective
residents priority in unit selection, a
$10,000 credit toward upgrades and
other benefits. This deposit is fully
refundable.
For more information about The
Club at Briarcliff Manor, contact
the Sales Center at (914) 923-4050.

CPA Team Says:
No Time for Scrutiny
From Page 1
questions about it. The County
Board of Legislators is expected to
adopt the budget this Monday.
Klein said that the CPAs are
concerned that the budget lacks
disclosure of the underlying
assumptions upon which its numbers
are based. For example, the budget
assumes that sales tax, hotel tax
and other revenues will increase in
2009. “Given the current economic
realities, making assumptions that
these revenues will increase is
potentially unrealistic,” Klein said.
One question that the team
members found themselves asking
was why Westchester County
doesn’t have an independent,
publicly-elected comptroller? He
said Nassau County, and the City
of New York, both have elected
comptrollers. A comptroller would
provide third-party overview and
that makes for a much healthier
process.
Klein said the CPAs who

volunteered to review the proposed
budget “tried to use our expertise
to come up with observations and
questions about the budget. Given
the time constraint we had to work
under – three weeks including the
Thanksgiving holiday – we did
the best we could. It’s interesting
to note that typically two to three
months are provided for public input
on school budgets in Westchester
communities while less than three
weeks are allotted for discussion of
the county budget.”
Included among the questions the
CPAs raised is the current practice
of basing the coming year’s budget
on income and expenditures of the
prior year without a comprehensive
review of the worthiness and utility
of existing programs.
William Mooney, President of The
WCA, characterized the work of
the CPA team as “remarkable given
the short time-frame in which they
had to work. The county budget is

a dense and complex document,” he
said. “Even seasoned professionals
can’t thoroughly dissect it that
quickly. This group of volunteers
has done a service not only to our
membership but to all of the citizens
of Westchester by beginning to
provide a better understanding of
this major area of public spending.
Their work this year provides
a platform upon which we will
expand our review of the budget
process and be able to assure
greater public understanding of
and participation in future budgets.  
He concluded: “We will also be
conducting a close look at municipal
and school district budgets in
the coming weeks and months.”
The Westchester County
Association
(www.westchester.
org) is the preeminent business
membership
organization
in
Westchester County.

BROOKLYN, NY - - Developer
Forest City Ratner (CEO Bruce
Ratner pictured) has halted all
work on the proposed Atlantic
Yards project site in Prospect
Heights, Brooklyn. Specifically
the developer has abruptly stopped
work on building a new rail yard
that would sit under a portion of
development. The work stoppage
was reported yesterday on the
Atlantic Yards Report and today
(December 4, 2008) in the New
York Daily News. Forest City
Ratner is presently developing the
Ridge Hill development project in
Yonkers, NY.
“Bruce Ratner’s Atlantic Yards
project is clearly in a dire financial
situation. There is no other way
to explain why the developer has
halted work on the only part of his
Atlantic Yards plan unencumbered
by litigation. He is delaying his
own project because of a serious
lack of financing,” said Develop
Don’t Destroy Brooklyn (DDDB)
spokesman Daniel Goldstein.”
While no construction had started
on the beleaguered development
plan, the developer’s contractors
had been working on building a
new rail yard before dismantling the
active Vanderbilt Rail Yard. That
work, preliminary to construction
of the Atlantic Yards project, was
due to be completed in December
2007. But now, in December 2008,
it is well behind schedule and
requires substantially more work.

Despite that substantial delay in
early stage work, the developer has
halted all work on the rail yard. All
other demolition and infrastructure
work has also been halted.
Ratner does not own the land he
needs to build his proposed arena
and superblock skyscrapers, and he
does not have the financing to build
any part of the project. The Daily
News also reported today that the
developer does not own the rights to
the MTA’s Vanderbilt Rail Yard (8
acres of the 22-acre project site) as
he has not closed on his agreement
to purchase them for $100 million,
which is well below their $214.5
million appraised value.
An analogous situation exists,
and may be a future failing in
completing the Yonkers Alexander
Street development project; yet it is
unrelated to developer Forest City
Ratner.
DDDB’s Goldstein said that

Ratner’s work stoppage is a clear
and urgent sign that the Paterson
Administration has to act now.
Goldstein said, “Speculation and
overdevelopment are a key cause of
the current economic crisis. New
York City and State can no longer
support Ratner’s non viable and
highly speculative luxury housing
plan and frivolous billion dollar
arena.”
“It is two years since Ratner’s plan
was approved and now he is halting
work and clearly short on funds. It is
long past time for our elected leaders
to pull the plug on the project. Then,
together with the MTA, they should
divide the rail yards into multiple,
manageable parcels that can be
put out for bid and bring more
revenue to the MTA. The smaller
parcels reduce the risk inherent in
Ratner’s massive project—they can
actually be developed and badly
needed affordable housing could be
realized. Such a strategy is already
envisioned in the community
developed UNITY Plan, which
has been presented to Governor
Paterson’s economic development
officials.”
While Brooklyn can reflect on
reality born through time, Yonkers
may soon engage in approving
the SFC Yonkers Inc. project with
questionable financial ability to see
it to fruition. Covenants that remedy
the possibility of warehousing
property must be part of the final
approval process.

Running Afoul of the Yonkers
Department of Engineering
From Page 1
   At issue now is why the
Department of Engineering and
City Hall complicit in permitting
delinquent behavior to continue to
the detriment of Yonkersites visavis this development project. The
urgency of this matter is further
aggravated by the disclosure of the
foreclosure filing on Erik Kaiser
and REMI Companies – Velocity
at Greystone, LLC.
One must
wonder about the representations

From Page 1

on a 24 hour worker at the site to
control the water problem. Photo
evidence reflects that this aspect of
the extension’s covenant has yet to
be completed.   
   Will this oversight fiasco be
the catalyst to spur City Hall to
review and hone the approval
and monitoring protocols of all
development sites?

Subprime Scrooges

remain dogged by financial failure
and pending foreclosure. Despite
the federal government’s rhetoric
toward home retention, little has
actually been done to incentivize
banks to modify mortgages and keep
people in their homes. The banks
listed in Klein’s report, or Subprime
Scrooges, have received billions in
taxpayer monies, yet continue to
file foreclosure proceedings rather
than use programs like the federally
funded Hope for Homeowners, to
help distressed borrowers.
“This is socialism for the banks
and capitalism for everyone
else. We need to refocus the
banks on loan modification and
make the state a stakeholder so
as to wield homeownership as a
responsible investment rather than
a financial scalpel,” said Senator
Klein.
In 2008, the New York State
Senate worked with the New
York State Banking Department
and over 15 lending institutions
to create Operation Protect Your
Home. From the Bronx to Buffalo,
distressed homeowners from all
over the state attended one-on-one
modification meetings with their
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Westchester
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made by Erik Kaiser and his
counsel, Alfred DelBello, Esq.
to the Planning Board just two
months ago to secure a two year
extension of the site plan approval.
Public request for conditions being
imposed before any extension be
granted were for all intent and
purpose dismissed.[Download 1085
Warburton letter Yonkers Planning
Board11.20.08].
The Planning
Board did condition the extension

lenders in seven counties. More
than 3,500 at risk mortgages were
discussed for modification under
this program.  
Governor Patterson’s 2008
subprime lending law made formal
settlement conferences between
lenders and borrowers mandatory
within 60 days of a foreclosure
filing on any subprime or nontraditional
mortgage.
Senator
Klein however, will introduce
new legislation in January 2009
to extend this protection to all
residential mortgage borrowers.
Lenders will also be offered the
option of satisfying this obligation
by participating in a series of state
sponsored Operation Protect Your
Home events throughout the state
for lenders serving large numbers
of New York properties; Operation
Protect Your Home is likely to be
the most efficient way to connect
directly with their borrowers. It
will also keep more New Yorkers
in their homes by facilitating direct
contact before at risk mortgages
reach the foreclosure stage
In addition, Klein proposed that
State of New York Mortgage Agency
(SONYMA)
start
refinancing

troubled borrowers into 30 year
fixed rate mortgages. Currently,
SONYMA offers financing only
to first time homeowners. Under
Klein’s proposal, the home would
be appraised at the time of the
SONYMA refinancing and the
mortgage would be up to 90 %
of the value of the mortgage. By
empowering the agency to help any
and all homeowners, the state would
have a share in the equity of the
home, and upon sale or refinancing
it would benefit from the home’s
appreciated value.
All lenders would be required to
work with SONYMA to determine
if the homeowner qualifies for this
refinancing option.
Klein lastly renewed his
call for the Legislature to pass
the Neighborhood Preservation Act
S.7028 (Klein) which would allow
a municipality to enforce safety and
habitability requirements for every
bank owned property. New York
neighborhoods are experiencing the
effects of the foreclosure crisis as
homes fall into disrepair and drag
down property values.
Download the Foreclosure
Report
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Yonkers Resident Earns Arcadia
Engel Congratulates District Schools
University Achievement Award
for Excellence
Writes Essay on Study Abroad

Eight Schools in His District Win Medals in Nationwide Survey

The Bronx, NY and Yonkers,
NY -- Congressman Eliot Engel
congratulated the three area high
schools named as Gold Medal
winners by the U.S. News and World
Report list of the top high schools in
America. Several other area schools
landed on the Bronze Medal list – a
strong achievement considering the
huge number of schools nationwide.
Rep. Engel said, “My warmest
congratulations to these schools for
earning top ranking among the more
than 21,000 high schools that were
part of the study. The hard work
and diligence of these students is
paying off. As a former teacher, I
can appreciate the accomplishments
of these students and their teachers
and
school
administrators.”
The schools and their place on the

list are:
• GOLD-High School of American
Studies at Lehman College (#29).
• GOLD-Bronx High School of
Science School (#33).
• GOLD-Yonkers High School
(#37).
• BRONZE-Bronx Academy-Health
Careers.
• BRONZE-Bronx Aerospace High
School.
• BRONZE-Bronx High School of

Music School.
• BRONZE-Discovery High School,
Bronx.
• BRONZE-High School of
Contemporary Arts, Bronx.
The U.S. News and World Report
study analyzed 21,069 public high
schools in 48 states using data
from the 2006-2007 school year.
A three-step process determined
the best high schools. The first
two steps ensured that the schools
serve all their students well, using
state proficiency standards as the
measuring benchmarks. For those
schools that passed the first two
steps, a third step assessed the
degree to which schools prepare
students for college-level work

Glenside, PA -- Arcadia University
has announced that Michelle Gallo,
a resident of Yonkers and a student
at Academy of Our Lady of Good
Counsel, has earned an annual
Arcadia University Achievement
Award of $1,000. Gallo was one of
three winners of the Essay Contest
at a recent undergraduate open
house that she attended. Gallo’s
perspective major is International
Studies.
The essay answered the question,
“If you had a scholarship to travel
and pursue an academic interest of
your choice, where would you go,
what would you study and why?”
The award is valid for up to four
years of full-time undergraduate
study at Arcadia, including

semesters studying abroad. The
2008 Open Doors report ranks
Arcadia University #1 in the nation
among master’s universities in
the percentage of undergraduate
students studying abroad.
Arcadia University is a topranked private university in
metropolitan Philadelphia and a

national leader in study abroad.
U.S. News & World Report ranks
Arcadia University among the top
25 master’s universities.

Those in Charge of Our Economy Don’t Know What They Are Doing
By Edward I. Koch

I have no doubt that Congress
will bail out the automobile industry.
The same fears of economic
collapse that caused Congress to
pass the $700 billion bailout bill
now known as TARP (Troubled
Asset Relief Program), after the
House of Representatives first
rejected it by a vote of 228 to 205,

will now produce rescue legislation
for Detroit.
As we now know, six weeks after
the President signed the TARP bill
into law, Secretary of the Treasury
Hank Paulson told the nation that
he had essentially sold the Congress
and the nation a bill of goods when
he said that the U.S. Treasury would
be spending the bailout money
to buy the toxic assets of lending
institutions in order to get them to
lend money once again. Instead,
the Treasury would take equity
positions in the largest of the U.S.
lending institutions which under
the Treasury’s definition included
the largest insurance company in
the world, AIG, which ultimately
received $306 billion dollars from
the bailout fund.
Congress only authorized Paulson
to spend half of the $700 billion
bailout fund and to come back to
Congress for permission to spend
the balance. However, with all of
the publicly announced Treasury

actions, including the recent bailout
deals made with Citibank, it seems
to me the Treasury Secretary may
have invaded the second pot of
bailout funds. Secretary Paulson
is apparently not subject to FOIL
requests, so attempts by the media
to ascertain the amounts and
conditions of loans made have been
rejected. According to a recent
press statement, the Secretary still
has $15 billion uncommitted, and he
said he wanted to leave the balance
of $350 billion for the incoming
Obama administration to disperse.
I have lost total faith in the
Secretary of the Treasury, his boss,
President Bush, and the Congress,
on their capacity to handle
the economic crisis we are in.
Interestingly, Congress -- that is the
House of Representatives -- and the
public opposed and then supported
bailout legislation, because we
were warned by Paulson and the
country’s
foremost
economic
experts that if the Congress did

Engel Announces Grant for Wave Hill
Riverdale, NY -- Wave Hill
was awarded a $15,000 National
Endowment for the Arts grant
announced Congressman Eliot
Engel. The grant is to support an
exhibition and catalogue examining
projects that explore issues related
to environmental remediation.
Rep. Engel said, “Wave Hill is
a treasure of The Bronx and it is
because of exhibitions like this
that people from all over come to
it. And not only is Wave Hill itself
a beautiful setting, the view of the
Palisades in stunning. We in The
Bronx are fortunate to have it.”
Claudia Bonn, President and
Executive Director of Wave Hill,
said, “We are deeply grateful
to Congressman Engel for his
help. Over the years he has had a
tremendous impact on our work”
The exhibition will survey artists’

not pass it, the country would be
headed for a crisis not seen since
the Great Depression. And here we
are having passed the bailout still
staring the Great Depression in the
face.
It was madness to pass the bailout:
proving the point that decisions
made out of panic rarely, if ever,
result in responsible outcomes. It
has also been established, at least to
my satisfaction, that the so-called
experts don’t know what they
are doing and they are the same
experts who were in charge when
we got into this mess. Interestingly,
according to the New York Times
of November 26th, “In the last year,
the government has assumed about
$7.8 trillion in direct and indirect
financial obligations. That is equal
to about half the size of the nation’s
entire economy and far eclipses
the $700 billion that Congress
authorized for the Treasury’s
financial rescue plan.”
We are apparently going to repeat

the same error we committed when
we authorized the first bailout
of financial institutions. This time,
we will be bailing out the three
automobile companies – GM,
Ford and Chrysler. The people to
whom we are requested to give the
additional billions – they first asked
for $25 billion and are now asking
for $34 billion -- are the same
people who ran these companies
into the ground. I have absolutely
no confidence in their ability to turn
things around. All should remember
Chrysler is a private company,
whose owners thought they bought
the company cheap from Daimler,
and now want the taxpayers to bail
them out. Instead of bailing the
automobile companies out, let them
go into bankruptcy and either work
their way out in Chapter 11 or be
sold off in bankruptcy.
There is no shortage of solutions
proposed for our financial troubles.
One is to let the judges in bankruptcy
redesign the terms of the mortgages

before them – which currently they
are not permitted to do -- allowing
for lesser interest and longer total
terms, and in the meanwhile, enact
whatever laws are constitutional
that would bar foreclosures from
proceeding for at least a year so
as to give the government the time
needed to work out whatever other
remedies are needed.
With respect to the car industry,
someone has suggested we give
any taxpayer who buys a totally
American-made car – allegedly the
Big 3 make cars that are deemed
to be more American than those
manufactured by Toyota in the
U.S. which imports more parts
-- a $5,000 or more tax credit on
their tax return in the upcoming
year, 2009. If this proposal sounds
whacky – I wish I had thought of
it – it is less improvident than the
proposals of the so-called experts.

New Rochelle Residents
Want Budget Cuts
By Peggy Godfrey

projects that specifically developed
for environmental remediation
in parks and other types of sites.
Artists have been creating artwork
that engages environmental issues
in public sites and this exhibition
will include models, drawings and
site photographs of completed
projects.
Essays by the curator and guest

writers will also be included
in the catalogue. Artists under
consideration
include
Jackie
Brookner, Mel Chin, Lorna Jordan,
Laurie Lundquist, Mary Miss,
Michael Singer and others. This
project is being developed with the
Cambridge Arts Council and will
travel there and to other locations.

New Rochelle, NY -- Greg
Mesniaeff objected to the proposed
8.25 % tax increase for the 2009
New Rochelle City budget. At
the public hearing on December
2 his “proposed remedy” was that
all nonessential employees should
take an 15%-20% pay cut which
could be reversed later. The private
sector is facing similar problems.
Everyone in his view has to share in
the present hardships.
Two nights later at the New
Rochelle Citizens Reform Club and
the New Rochelle Confederation
of Neighborhood Associations
Chuck Strome, the City Manager,
and Howard Rattner, Finance
Commissioner, presented their
views on why the tax increase was
necessary. Of the $110 million
operating budget, Strome stated,
75% is for salaries. Expenses,
he claimed, were outpacing
revenue. The State did not give
the city permission to levy a hotel

occupancy tax. Presently there is
a hiring freeze.    Howard Rattner
commented this budget “keeps” all
the exilsting services.
Any
reductions would need a revenue
offset because there is no fat in the
budget.
Questions followed. George
Imburgia wanted to know why
wages couldn’t be frozen. Strome
answered most city employees are
under contract and can go to binding
arbitration.
Marino Michelotti
questioned the Enterprise Funds
which had a deficit in the past
because of the New Roc garage. He

was told the intent was that when
the New Roc garage opened in
l996 the sales tax would do into the
General Fund. The General Fund
transferred $1.6 million to $1.8
million per year. No breakdown of
the amount of sales tax generated
by New Roc, an entertainment
center, was given.
Other questions related to the
30 year tax abatements given to
Avalon, the effect of a decreasing
fund balance on the city’s credit
rating and the amount of money
Forest City Residential will pay
the city for the Echo Bay parcels
of land. It was suggested the
pollution on the present city yard
site would greatly lessen its value.
Several in the audience asked for a
list of “realistic cuts.” The present
garbage fee of $66 per home has
not been reduced (as promised). In
the end, Strome predicted that the
budget would be reduced when City
Council meets on December 9.

No Salary Increase for
Management Unless
Government Spending Shrinks
By Paul Feiner
Greenburgh Town Supervisor
The Westchester County Board
of Legislators will be holding a
public hearing Monday,
December 8 at 10:30
AM on a proposal to
give commissioners and
nonunion managers (the
county’s top salaried
employees) a 3.25%
retroactive
salary
increase. This increase
has been criticized by
many citizens, elected officials,
business and civic leaders. The
County Board of Legislators is
also being criticized for scheduling
an important hearing at 10:30 AM
when few people can attend.
I expect to attend the hearing and
will offer a compromise suggestion.
The County Board of Legislators
should place the funds allocated
for the 3.25% retroactive salary
increase in an escrow account. They
should announce two goals:
GOAL NUMBER ONE: The
county should reduce energy
consumption by 10% in 2009 over
2008.
GOAL NUMBER TWO:
Management should figure out
a way to reduce spending by an

additional 7% in 2009 (over the
proposed 2009 budget).
At the end of 2009 a
committee would review
whether these two goals
were met. If energy
consumption is reduced
by 10% and if the county
government shrinks by
an additional 7% in 2009
(on top of any cuts made
in the 2009 proposed
budget) the management team
would receive the retroactive salary
increase. If these two goals are not
accomplished the salary increases
of management would be frozen.
All or nothing.
They win---if we win. If
management is provided with a
financial incentive to reduce energy
consumption and to reduce the size
of government we can eliminate
patronage,
fat,
unnecessary
spending. At the present time
there is no motivation to cut costs
significantly.
I intend to recommend that future
salary increases for management in
the town of Greenburgh also be tied
to spending reductions and energy
consumption reductions.
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Mayor’s Column

Winter Message

By Mary C. Marvin
Mayor of the Village of Bronxville

By Francis A. Frobel
Village Manager of the Village Of Hastings-On-Hudson

This Thanksgiving week I had
the privilege of representing the
Village at two events which served
to reinforce what a special place we
call home.
On Thursday, I attended the
interdenominational Thanksgiving
service at St. Joseph’s Church.
Clergy from every church in
the Village participated in an
extraordinary ecumenical service
of thanks that was one of the most
moving I have ever attended.
Saturday, I officially opened the
second annual Katie Welling Run.
Over 450 runners, double last year’s
participation, turned out to honor
the memory of our Village resident
and support the Bronxville School
Foundation.
Both events reaffirmed that
kindness, friendship and love for
community is alive and thriving in
our Village.
As we continue to enjoy the
holiday season in the Village, kindly
remember our merchants who are
there for us and generous to every
cause in the Village throughout the
year. Without them, Bronxville
wouldn’t be Bronxville.
On this coming Saturday,
December 6th, the Chamber will
sponsor a special “Light Up The
Tree” complete with Santa and his
elves and a tree lighting at day’s
end on Park Place.
Until year’s end, the Trustees and
I will be focusing on a variety of
initiatives and bringing to a close
many projects we began throughout
the year.
Metro North – We had a very
productive meeting with Metro
North officials dealing with
vibration, noise and whistle blowing.
Representatives will response to our
questions and concerns in the next
two to three weeks. We promise
to pursue these issues until we get
some level of remediation.
Tree Donation Project – Thanks
to the generous donations from

Villagers to our new Tree Program,
the Village planted five sizable
street trees in the past weeks and we
will continue to plant in our public
spaces.
Flood Mitigation – We continue
to work on flood mitigation at all
levels. Village and School officials
met with County officials to discuss
the viability of the major mitigation
ideas for the school area proposed
by our consultants. We met also
with Garden Avenue residents to
discuss what we can jointly do to
alleviate their localized flooding
issues.
We completed all the
necessary paperwork and applied to
the County for mitigation grants for
our various projects large and small.
We have finished cleaning 90% of
the pipes leading from the tennis
courts through the school property
and down to the Bronx River. A
fair amount of silt and residue was
discovered so we are confident the
clean pipes will perform better in
future rain events.
Village Bond Sale – We had a very
successful sale of serial bonds in the
amount of $4.8 million to finance
capital projects undertaken in the
past four years. By converting from
bond anticipation notes into longer
term financing, we saved $300,000
in this year’s budget alone.
We continue to have our Aa1 bond
rating even in this difficult time.
Moody’s gave us this high rating
due to our healthy reserves, our fund
balance and our very low direct debt
burden of 0.4% of valuation, so we
received a very favorable interest

rate of 3.95%. This is all thanks
to our Treasurer, Bob Fels, and our
very capable Finance Committee
who budgeted very conservatively
this year.
Additional Parking – We are in
the process of notifying commuters
to move to the Avalon parking lot on
the New York City bound side of the
train station for over-flow parking
instead of using metered spaces
in the Kraft lot. This will free up
spaces in the Kraft lot for customer
parking during the holiday season.
We also began discussions with the
Chamber on ways to effectively
end the meter feeding on Pondfield
Road and Park Place which results
in decreased parking for patrons of
our stores.
Sidewalk Maintenance –
Recently, Village Hall has received
complaints about the condition
of sidewalks in the Village. The
condition and maintenance of
the sidewalks, both structurally
and during storm events, are the
responsibility of the individual
homeowner or store owner. This is
the norm in most towns and villages.
We are able to issue violations for
unsafe conditions when brought to
the attention of our Public Works
Department.
Finally, on a very sad note, one of
our former mayors, George Shively,
passed away on October 23rd.
George was a graduate of Yale
College and Harvard Law School.
He was Mayor from 1967 to 1969.
We send our condolences to his
wife, Cynthia, and his 4 children
and grandchildren, who continue to
live in and stay so very involved in
the Village.
Also, Stephanie Harrington, who
covered Village government for
our local newspaper and our new
on-line paper, died on November
16th. We extend our sympathies to
her two sons and we will genuinely
miss her presence at our monthly
Trustees’ meetings.

Resolution Regarding 401k Minimum
Distribution Regulations
By Liam McLaughlin
Yonkers City Council Minority Leader (District 4)
Yonkers, NY – Yonkers City
Council Minority Leader Liam
McLaughlin will introduce a
Resolution requesting the IRS
suspend regulations that require
mandatory withdrawals
from IRAs, 401(k)s, and
other retirement accounts
for individuals who have
reached age 70.5. Some
people are unaware that
the Federal Government
mandates that individuals
who have reached the
age of 70.5 must take
distributions from their
Individual
Retirement
Accounts, (“IRA’s”), even
if they don’t need the
money to live off of and
would rather save it. The
purpose is for the Federal
Government to receive
the tax revenues when the
distributions are made.
However, with the current
financial
crisis,
IRA
portfolio’s are a fraction of what
they were a year ago, and therefore
the Federal Government is forcing
our seniors to realize what would
otherwise be unrealized losses.
This Resolution calls upon our
Federal Government to suspend the
mandatory distributions for seniors
who have reached the age of 70.5
and allow them to preserve their
nest egg and ride out this financial
storm. They have given a bail-out
to Wall Street, now they must give a
bail-out to our senior citizens.
    
WHEREAS, the tragic financial
events of the past year have had a
profound and lasting impact on our
Nation, our State and our City, and
WHEREAS, the stock market has
sustained consistent losses such that
many stocks, securities and other
investments are at or near all time
lows, and
    WHEREAS, countless people,
especially senior citizens, have
spent a lifetime saving for their
retirement and have relied heavily
if not exclusively on IRA’s, 401(k)
s and other retirement investment
accounts, and
   WHEREAS, to the great dismay
of many individuals their retirement
accounts have suffered profound
losses such that the value of those
accounts are a mere fraction of their
previous value, and
    WHEREAS, at this time of the
tragedy every level of government
has undertaken significant steps
to express the courage, caring and
compassion that are the hallmarks
of our great nation, and
    WHEREAS, financial experts

and the government officials
responsible for the management of
our economy and the financial well
being of our nation all agree that we
are experiencing and will continue

to experience in the days, weeks
and months to come unprecedented
challenges to our fiscal health and
welfare, and
   WHEREAS, these same experts
and government officials all agree
that the mammoth rescue, recovery
and bailout efforts under way will
eventually result in the preservation
of the viability of the major financial
institutions and the restoration of the
values in these currently depressed
investment accounts, and
    WHEREAS, the current IRS
requirements mandate that people
reaching age 70.5 must take
withdrawals from their retirement
accounts, and
   WHEREAS, the effect of taking
these withdrawals now will be to
cause these individuals to realize
financial losses that are currently
“paper” or unrealized losses, and
    WHEREAS, many of these
individuals would rather forego
said withdrawals and defer them
to a time in the future when their
investment accounts have stabilized
so that they are at or near their
previous values, and
    WHEREAS, these people
believed that they were investing
in a safe environment but the same
financial institutions that enticed
them to trust them with their hard
earned money betrayed that trust
by engaging in risky practices and
shoddy accounting, and
    WHEREAS, it is universally
agreed that these innocent investors
did nothing wrong such that they
do not deserve to suffer the severe
consequences of the misfeasance
and malfeasance of these financial

institutions, and
   WHEREAS, senior citizens should
not be forced to take mandatory
withdrawals while their accounts
are at all time lows, and
    WHEREAS, we must
do everything within our
power to make sure that our
senior citizens’ retirement
accounts are treated in
a special way such that
their investments are
preserved and they have a
reasonable opportunity to
recover any losses instead
of being forced to realize
these losses pursuant to
IRS regulations requiring
mandatory withdrawals.
   NOW, THEREFORE BE
IT RESOLVED that the
City Council of the City
of Yonkers hereby calls
for THE TEMPORARY
SUSPENSION OF THE
IRS
REGULATIONS
R E Q U I R I N G
MANDATORY WITHDRAWALS
FROM IRAs, 401(k)s AND OTHER
RETIREMENT
INVESTMENT
ACCOUNTS FOR INDIVIDUALS
WHO HAVE REACHED AGE
70.5, and be it
    FURTHER RESOLVED that
the City Council of the City
Of Yonkers URGES THE IRS,
the SENATE and the HOUSE
OF
REPRESENTATIVES
to
implement, ADOPT AND ENACT
the appropriate regulations and
or LEGISLATION THEREBY
SUSPENDING
THE
IRS
REGULATIONS
REQUIRING
MANDATORY WITHDRAWALS
FROM IRAs, 401(k)s AND OTHER
RETIREMENT
INVESTMENT
ACCOUNTS FOR ANY AND
ALL INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE
REACHED THE AGE OF 70.5,
and be it
FURTHER RESOLVED that the
Clerk of City of Yonkers is hereby
directed to forward a copy of this
resolution to every member of the
Federal Delegation for the City of
Yonkers, including but not limited
to Senator Charles Schumer,
Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton,
Congresswoman Nita Lowey and
Congressman Elliot Engel.

Before year end
you will receive the
2009 Hastings-onHudson
calendar
mailed to your home.
The calendar offers
a brief description
of the activities
and programs our
employees in concert
with the elected and
appointed officials
along with the many
citizen volunteers,
provided to Village
residents.
These
projects were the
result of community
leaders
working
together in an effort
to improve quality
of life and to create
a stronger, healthier
and safer community.
We believe the successes we have
experienced over the past twelve
months will serve as the foundation
for additional projects intended
to insure that Village residents
enjoy improved delivery of public
services and receive programs of
value.
During 2008 citizen committees
performed hundreds of hours of
community service. For example
the Comprehensive Plan Committee
completed the development of
specifications for the selection of
a consultant to work over the next
several months as they prepare the
comprehensive plan. There will be
a series of public workshops held to
gather citizen comment on how you
want the Village to develop. The
adoption of a comprehensive/master
plan will serve the community into
the future as a tool to develop the
Village in an orderly fashion.
This committee will be looking
at all aspects of Village life. The
several elements of the plan will
include land use, transportation,
safety, infrastructure, economic
development, housing, and the
fiscal strength of the Village.
This past year the Board of
Trustees joined, with several other
municipalities throughout the nation,
the International Council for Local
Environmental Initiatives. Among
several responsibilities, membership
in this group encourages seeking
out programs intended to assist
in sustainable local development.
This membership will provide the
Village access to resources from the
experiences of other municipalities
in seeking out programs intended
to quantify and achieve reductions
in the carbon footprint, addressing
climate warming issues and
implementing
developmental
sustainability plans. We anticipate
that under the auspices of the
Conservation Commission there
will be opportunities for the Village
to address a host of environmental
concerns.
We are pleased to report that

this past year witnessed the
accomplishment of many important
projects. Several capital projects
were completed this year. We
welcomed to the fleet of public
safety vehicles a new ambulance,
prepared specifications for a
replacement fire truck assigned
to the Riverview Manor, cut the
ribbon at Kinnally Cove, welcomed
residents to the affordable housing
apartment complex and awarded a
contract for phase one of the Quarry
Trail Walkway. Efforts were made
to improve access to several public
buildings for our disabled residents.
Specifically
improvements
to
the Public Library and Village
Hall were accomplished this past
summer along with resurfacing
the access drive to the Village
Hall parking lot. Specifications
were prepared for replacement of
the ladder truck and the Board of
Trustees in a special way recognized
the men and women who served the
nation by honorarily naming Spring
Street Veterans’ Way. Additionally
we secured funding for the first
phase of the landscape architectural
design for the Quarry Park and
commenced
environmental
testing on this site which will lead
alternately to a certificate of closure
for the property.
The Board of Trustees is reviewing
several
policy
considerations
designed to address quality of life
issues. Among them are uncovering
means whereby we can use fewer
resources (i.e. environmental,
financial, energy and personnel)
and still be confident that all
residents are receiving the range of
services they require. For example
a tree maintenance policy was
present to the Board of Trustees this
year for their review and a Citizen
Trail Maintenance Committee was
established. Through application
of smart growth initiatives we
can be certain that programs
are effective and efficient in the
delivery of services to the changing
demographics of the community.
Heightened sensitivity toward

environmental concerns and aging
in place, making a difference for
older adults and disabled persons
are part of an overall plan to ensure
benefits to all members of the
community. Part of this effort will
be accomplished by drawing upon
neighborhood resources. The goal
is to provide innovative cooperative
and accessible programs that
are responsive to the needs of
all age groups while seeking out
emerging opportunities to provide
improved services and programs
to everyone. This we believe is of
critical importance toward insuring
that Hastings-on-Hudson continues
to be a vibrant, desirable place to
live. Our accomplishments in the
development of outdoor facilities
have been significant, but there
remains more to be done. We need
to continue to identify creative and
innovative approaches to serve
residents while delivering these
services and programs in a manner
that enhances the environment.
In closing we wish to remind that
when it comes to your seasonal gift
giving please consider shopping
“Hastings First”. The wonderful
specialized shops located in the
Village have benefits to offer not
found in department stores or the
impersonal experience of shopping
online. We also urge to please
support local businesses year
round.
We hope you enjoy the Village
Annual Report and Calendar. We
suggest you keep it handy and
refer to it periodically as a guide
for scheduled Village activities
and important dates that occur
throughout the year.
We also
suggest you periodically check
the Village website for up-to-date
activities and/or schedule changes.
The Village offers an electronic
mailing to anyone requesting to be
on our e-mail list to receive up to
date news about Village activities.
We wish to extend Seasons
Greetings and a Happy New Year
to you and your families from the
Village employees.
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Holiday • Legal • Medicine • People
New York Organ Donor Network Marks 30 Years of
Shop for Your Holiday
Saving Lives
Meal during December
Yonkersite Gregory Denizard Jr. Celebrates his 2nd Birthday
Farmers Market at
10 Months after Receiving a Life-Saving Liver Transplant
County Center
By Martin Woolf

New York, NY -- When the New
York Organ Donor Network,
the region’s nonprofit, federally
designated organ procurement
organization, marked its 30th
anniversary on November 20 at
Cipriani Wall Street in Manhattan,
2-year-old
Yonkers
resident
Gregory Denizard Jr. was one of the
centers of attention. Gregory Jr. not
only celebrated his second birthday
just days before—on November
15—but guests at the gala dinner
could not stop marveling at how
healthy he looked, considering that
less than a year ago, liver failure
was placing his life in peril.
Proudly and lovingly
accompanying Gregory Jr. at the
Donor Network’s benefit gala
were his parents, Gregory Sr. and
Michelle, and his 5-year-old sister,
Kayla. Certainly, young Gregory
was in good company. Among the
other special guests at the dinner
were actress Angela Lansbury,
whose daughter, Deidre, received
a liver transplant 10 years ago; and
actor and singer, Mandy Patinkin,
who is also a double-corneal
recipient.
After being placed on the organ
transplant waiting list in December
2007, Gregory’s condition began to
deteriorate to such an extent that his
father began testing to see whether
he could be a living donor. But
just one month after being listed,
Gregory received a liver transplant
on January 16 this year because of
the generosity of an anonymous
donor and the family of that
deceased individual. The transplant
took place at Westchester Medical

Center, and the surgeon was Dr.
Manuel Rodriguez who is also a
member of the New York Organ
Donor Network’s medical advisory
board.
So it was that as the Donor Network
celebrated its 30th anniversary on
Wall Street, Dr. Rodriguez was
once again reunited with his young
patient and his family. And as the
healthy and energetic liver recipient
posed for photographs way past his
bedtime, it was evident that there is
so much joy and gratitude being felt
by the Denizard family—emotions
strongly shared by Dr. Rodriguez.
According to data provided by
the United Network for Organ
Sharing and the New York Organ
Donor Network, over the past three
decades, nearly 12,000 organs were
transplanted in the greater New
York metropolitan area from almost
5,000 organ donors Thousands
more lives were saved or improved
through eye and tissue donation.
“It is truly remarkable to look
back at the past 30 years and see
how far we’ve come – both our
organization, and the organ and
tissue donation community at
large,” said Elaine Berg, president
and CEO of the New York Organ
Donor Network at the dinner gala.
“But for all the good we’ve done,
much work remains. New York still
trails much of the nation in consent
rates, which we must – and will –
improve upon.”
For the first time, over 100,000
people are now waiting for organ
transplants in the United States—
and approximately 7,500 of them
are listed in the greater New

Yonkers resident Gregory Denizard Sr. held his 2-year-old son, Gregory
Jr., (center) who received his life-saving liver transplant in January at
Westchester Medical Center. With them, from left: Linda Bowes, director
of hospital and family services at the New York Organ Donor Network;
Gregory’s mother Michelle and sister Kayla Denizard; and Julia Rivera,
the Donor Network’s director of communications.
Photo courtesy of Michael Robinson.
York metropolitan area. Each day
nationwide, a new name is added
to the waiting list every 13 minutes.
As many as 18 people die each day
because of the organ shortage. In
addition, thousands of patients await
life-saving and life-improving eyes,
corneas and tissues such as skin,
bone and heart-valves.
One organ donor can save up to
eight lives. One tissue donor can
save or improve the lives of up to 50
people. To become a donor, enroll
in the New York State Donate Life

Attorney General Cuomo Reaches $1.3
Million Settlement with Rite Aid

Legal Action Continues Against CVS for Its Pervasive Sales of
Expired Medicines, Baby Formula, Milk, and Eggs Found Across NY
New York, NY -- Attorney
General Andrew M. Cuomo today
(December 4, 2008) announced
that his office has reached a $1.3
million settlement with the national
retail pharmacy chain Rite Aid to
end its sale of expired products –
including over-the-counter drugs,
baby formula, milk, and eggs – at
stores across New York State.
The agreement with Rite Aid was
the result of the Attorney General’s
statewide, undercover investigation
earlier this year of all major
drug store chains in New York
State. Cuomo’s probe uncovered
sales of expired products in over
122 Rite Aid stores and 148 CVS
stores in more than 41 New York
counties. The Attorney General
announced the findings of his
office’s investigation in June and
issued a public health advisory at
that time. Subsequent inspections
by the Attorney General at both
Rite Aid and CVS stores revealed
that both stores were continuing
to sell expired products even after
the Attorney General’s advisory.
“In today’s difficult economic times,
consumers should not be spending
their hard earned money on expired
products that may be harmful to
themselves or their children,”
said Attorney General Cuomo.
“Today, Rite Aid has demonstrated
its commitment to addressing
the serious health risks posed by
expired products and to ensuring
that consumers get the quality
products they pay for. I commend
Rite Aid for its cooperation with
our office in resolving the concerns
raised by our investigation.”
As part of its settlement agreement
with the Attorney General’s office,
Rite Aid has agreed to immediately
pay a civil penalty of $1 million
and an additional penalty of up to
$300,000 if it fails to comply with
the terms of the agreement over the
next three years. According to the
agreement, Rite Aid will refrain
from selling expired products,
institute protocols to ensure that
expired products are not stocked
on Rite Aid shelves, and begin
employee training to assist Rite
Aid employees in identifying and
removing expired products. As part
of these new protocols, Rite Aid
will conduct weekly inspections of
its New York stores to ensure that
expired over-the-counter drugs,
infant formula, milk, and eggs are
not offered for sale. For a period
of three years, Rite Aid’s New
York stores will undergo internal
compliance checks for expired
products. Any Rite Aid store that
fails its compliance check will
be subject to a fine of $2,500.
The Attorney General’s legal
action against another national
retail pharmacy chain, CVS,

continues due to its unwillingness
to properly address the problems
found at its New York stores. As
recently as yesterday, investigators
purchased
expired
medicines
and baby formula from CVS.
The Attorney General’s lawsuit
against CVS charges the company
with repeated violations of state,
federal, and local New York laws
by selling over-the-counter drugs,
infant formula, milk, and eggs that
had expired as far back as 2006. In
selling expired over-the-counter
drugs, CVS violated a previous
agreement with the Attorney
General’s Office in 2003 in which
it had agreed to institute procedures
and employee training to prevent
the sale of expired medication.
Attorney General Cuomo’s
lawsuit seeks to permanently
prevent CVS from selling or
offering to sell expired products,

require CVS to institute enhanced
training procedures to prevent the
sale of expired products, require
CVS to disclose to consumers
the serious health risks of using
expired products, and compel
CVS to retain a permanent
independent monitor to perform
monthly, randomized compliance
checks at CVS stores throughout
New York. The Attorney General
also seeks refunds for all CVS
consumers who purchased expired
products and fines based upon its
repeated and serious law violations.
Consumers who purchase and
use expired over-the-counter drugs,
infant formula, milk, and eggs may
suffer serious, even life-threatening
consequences. Once an over-thecounter drug has passed its expiration
date, there is no assurance that it is
safe to the consumer or effective
for its intended uses. Infants and
children are particularly susceptible
to the health risks from using
expired products, especially expired
infant formula, since it may not
contain the nutrient levels required
for proper infant development.
The settlement and case are being
handled by Assistant Attorneys
General Mary Alestra and Laura
Levine under the supervision of
Consumer Frauds and Protection
Bureau Chief Joy Feigenbaum
and Deputy Attorney General for
Economic Justice Michael Berlin.

Registry, a confidential database
of legally binding consent that is
maintained by New York State’s
Department of Health.
To find out more about donation
and to enroll in the donor registry,
visit the Website of the New York
Organ Donor Network at
www.donatelifeny.org.

White Plains, NY -- Farmers and
food producers from all over New
York State will offer their special
local produce and food products for
your holiday entertaining during the
indoor Farmers Market on Sunday,
December 14, at the Westchester
County Center in White Plains.
The Farmers Market comprises
more than 30 vendors offering a
variety of fresh produce, pastureraised meats and artisan cheeses,
along with a host of baked desserts,
bread and quiches. It is offered on
Sundays once a month through
March of 2009.
Highlighting this month’s market
will be a special food demonstration
by Chef Philip McGrath. McGrath
and his wife Catherine Correale
are owners of the Iron Horse Grill,
located in the former train station
building in Pleasantville. They
recently opened the Pony Express,
which features “fast food naturally,”
using organic ingredients and natural
products as a healthier option to
the traditional fast-food chains.
From 11 a.m. to 12 Noon, McGrath
will show shoppers how to create
Greenmarket Vegetable Soup, using

many of the products offered by the
market’s vendors. Samples and
recipes will be available.
To add to the festivities,
entertainment for the market will
be provided by musicians from
Tribes Hill community: Julia
Joseph, whose debut album “Hush”
won the 2008 Independent Music
Awards popular vote for Best
Folk Singer/Songwriter Album
of the year; singer/songwriter
Milton and his band, a New York
City-based group that has toured
with artists Norah Jones and other
artists; and Kirsten Kairos, voiceover artist for numerous radio and
television commercials who is
currently working on her debut CD.
Admission is free; parking is $4
at the County Center lot. A discount
parking coupon is available online
at www.countycenter.biz.
Dates for the upcoming Farmers
Market are Sundays, January 4,
February 8, and March 15, 2009.
The Westchester County Center
is located at 198 Central Avenue, at
The Bronx River Parkway.
For more information, call (914)
995-4050.

Greenburgh Hebrew
Center to Hold
Annual Family
Hanukkah Dinner
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Dobbs Ferry, NY -- It is almost
time for latkes (potato pancakes)
and mighty Macabees to make
their appearance at the Greenburgh
Hebrew Center! Hanukkah is just
around the corner.
Greenburgh Hebrew Center
will hold its annual festive family
Hanukkah dinner on Friday,
December 19th. Friday Night Alive
services begin at 6:30 pm, led by
Rabbi Kenter and Cantor Kanarek,
to be followed by a family-style
Shabbat dinner.
There will be plenty of
latkes, brisket, sufganiyot (jelly

doughnuts) and other delicious
goodies. (Vegetarian and childfriendly food available too.) Rabbi
Kenter is preparing for his annual
Jewish Trivia contest for the
children – with chocolate gelt
(money) for all participants!!
Please call the synagogue office
at 914-693-4260 or direct email
to officersns@g-h-c.org to make a
reservation. Adults and children of
all ages are very welcome at the
dinner.
For additional information, visit
www.g-h-c.org.
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