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Tuckahoe, NY – Presepio 
Napoletano is the most popular 
traditional Christmas art in Italy. It 
will be on display at the Westchester 
Italian Cultural Center, located at 
24 Depot Square, Tuckahoe, NY 

“Presepio Napoletano” 
Unveiled in Tuckahoe

(L-R): Professor Carlo Sclafani, Valhalla; Patrizia Calce, Westchester 
Italian Cultural Center Programs Director, Tuckahoe; Dr. Nicholas Pace 

and Mrs. Pace, Tuckahoe.

10707, through Saturday, January 
10, 2009
Exhibit viewing days and hours are: 
Tuesdays, 10am – 2pm
Thursdays, 2pm – 8pm
Saturdays, 10am – 2pm

Elmsford, NY --Assemblymember 
Richard Brodsky (D-Westchester) 
today announced an 
expanded inquiry 
into the move 
toward additional 
taxpayer assistance 
of $450 million for 
the construction 
of the new Yankee 
and Met stadiums.  
This assistance is 
in addition to the 
over $2 billion 
already given. 
The Chairman had 
begun the inquiry 
by chairing a 
public hearing on 
the taxpayer subsidies on July 2 of 
this year.  His work revealed that 
contrary to public claims, there 
was little if any economic benefit to 
taxpayers in return for their money, 
that taxpayers, not the professional 
sports teams were paying for 
construction of the facilities, 
that the City did nothing to limit 
the ticket prices paid by those 
wishing to attend games, that the 
assessment of land beneath Yankee 
Stadium had been artificially and 
illegally inflated, that city officials 
strenuously and successfully sought 

Brodsky Expands Inquiry 
into Public Subsidies of 

Sports Stadiums
a free luxury suite for themselves, 
that these issues and decisions were 

done secretively, 
and that elected 
officials, other than 
the Mayor, had little 
effective control of 
the process. 
    Subsequently, a 
Congressional Sub-
Committee had two 
public hearings, 
the City withheld 
and then partially 
released requested 
documents, and 
still is withholding 
the bulk of those 

documents.
   “We don’t have the money to fund 
trains, schools or hospitals, yet 
two of the richest, most profitable 
companies in the world are turning 
to taxpayers for support,” said 
Assemblyman Brodsky.  “What 
public interest is served by these 
subsidies, especially when average 
citizens cannot afford the enormous 
increase in ticket prices?  Who is 
protecting the public interest?  How 
can we afford these subsidies when 
we can’t find the money to fund mass 
transit or schools without enormous 

see Councilwoman Pg. 7

Yonkers, NY --Council Member 
Joan Gronowski(District 3) 
criticized the Amicone 
administration for 
sacrificing civil 
service employees 
in the anticipated 
round of layoffs 
facing the City of 
Yonkers by month’s 
end.  “Permanent 
employees, who had 
taken and passed 
civil service tests 
and been appointed 
to positions, are now 
slated for layoff, instead of a number 
of provisional employees who 
have never taken and passed the 
mandated civil service tests.  Many 
of these employees are assigned in 
some fashion to the Mayor’s Office, 
and more than a few are randomly 
given different position titles at 
certain intervals as a means of 
circumventing the requirement for 

Councilwoman 
Gronowski Asserts 

Proposed Layoffs Exclude 
Many Illegal Employees

civil service testing. Civil Service 
law requires that a municipality 

request the NYS Civil 
Service to schedule 
an examination 
within a nine-month 
period, as soon as a 
person is hired in a 
position classified 
as “provisional”.   
Several of these 
p r o v i s i o n a l 
employees, although 
holding mayoral 
assistant titles, are 

being paid and funded 
out of various departmental budgets 
and are physically located in other 
agency. 
   In February 2008, Gronowski 
criticized the Amicone 
Administration for its refusal to 
eliminate all illegal provisional 
civil service employees on the 
city’s payroll, who had served well 

   This time of year, it’s worth 
considering several valuable lessons 
we can learn from Charles Dickens’ 
memorable miser, 
Ebenezer Scrooge.  
In A Christmas 
Carol, Scrooge 
comes face-to-face 
with the effects 
of his lifetime of 
negative habits 
and attitudes when 
a series of ghosts 
show him the 
past, present and 
potential future. 
The first apparition 
to pay him a visit is 
Scrooge’s deceased 
business partner, 
Jacob Marley, who tells Scrooge: “I 
wear the chain I forged in life. I made 
it link by link, and yard by yard; I 
girded it on of my own free will, 
and of my own free will I wore it.”   
   The links of Morley’s chain 
sound like they could well be the 
same negative habits and attitudes 
that also shackle poor Scrooge.   
   After Scrooge encounters 
disturbing scenes in the Past and 
the Present, the ghost of Christmas-
Yet-To-Come transports him to 
a time just after his own funeral. 

Go Ahead, Be a Scrooge
How the “Ebenezer Effect” Could Change 

Your Life

By Matthew Cossolotto

He is forced to endure the painful, 
unvarnished truth of what people 
really think of him. It’s an alarming 

but valuable wake-
up-call for the 
s t o n e - h e a r t e d 
c u r m u d g e o n .   
   “The Spirit 
was immovable 
as ever. Scrooge 
crept towards it, 
trembling as he 
went; and following 
the finger, read 
upon the stone of 
the neglected grave 
his own name, 
Ebenezer Scrooge.”   
   Spurred on by 
this shocking, up-

close-and-personal rendezvous 
with his own mortality, Scrooge 
exclaims to the Spirit: “I am not 
the man I was. I will not be that 
wretched creature any longer.”   
   And he is indeed transformed 
overnight. He awakens the next 
morning, Christmas Day, a changed 
man. “I am as light as a feather,” he 
cries. “I am as happy as an angel. 
I am as merry as a schoolboy!”   
   That’s the power of what I call 
the “Ebenezer Effect.” And it’s 

The Bronx, NY -- The holiday 
season is one time of year when 
many around the world can put 
their woes on hold for a few days. 
In Kris Kringle (published by 
AuthorHouse), a new Christmas 
story, Maria Ciampi captures the 

A Classic 
Christmas 

Theme Gets 
New Twist

   Yonkers has been in crisis mode 
for over a month. We went into a 
tailspin ever since Mayor Amicone 
divulged that a $16 million mid-year 
financial shortfall would demand 
cutbacks. Mayor Amicone let it be 
known how difficult, 
exasperating, and 
excruciating a task 
this process would be 
for him. He foretold 
of having to exact 
200 to 300 layoffs. 
He would eventually 
cut 151 people from 
the payroll. Most 
that will be let go 
have yet to learn 
who among them will join the 
unemployment rolls. As 151 people 
will suffer the consequences of 
the excess infused in Mayor Phil 
Amicone’s 2008-2009 Budget, the 
spin to deflect attention from the 
good mayor’s responsibility and 
that of the Yonkers City Council is 
ratcheted into overdrive. Yonkers 

Financial Debacle 
Demands Reflection and 

Planning
By Hezi Aris

Mayor Amicone and the Yonkers 
City Council exonerate themselves 
by blaming the fiasco on Wall 
Street for bringing us to the edge. 
Further, Mayor Amicone blames 
the City Council for taking too 

long in authorizing 
e c o n o m i c 
development projects 
forward, thereby 
denying the city 
coffers from earning 
greater revenue. The 
paradigm of blame is 
the hurdle Yonkers 
must eclipse. At 
issue now is how.
   First, we must admit 

to the failure of these tactics, for 
they have all failed. In demeaning 
the Yonkers City Council for its 
tardiness in seeing the SFC Yonkers, 
Inc. Project through the final stages, 
City Hall blamed Yonkers City 
Council Chuck Lesnick. They 
were somewhat correct. President 

Scarsdale, NY -- Citibabes opened 
the doors to its first location in 
Manhattan’s SoHo neighborhood in 
November of 2005. Their mission 
was to create a private family club, 
resource center, and ultimately, 
a community where children can 
take exciting classes, play, learn, 
socialize, and eat while parents, 
extended family and caregivers can 
take workshops, workout, and meet 
friends.
   In Spring 2009, they will offer 
families in Scarsdale, NY, just that 
when they launch their second 
location. The 9000sf Scarsdale 
location will offer unique classes for 
ages 2 months to 10 years, summer 
camp, musical performances, a 

Citibabes to Launch 
Second Location in 

Scarsdale in March ‘09

pre-school alternative, educational 
computer stations, four classrooms 
that open up into a 1250sf space, 
a room for personalized private 
birthday parties, and an indoor 
playground designed by Edwin 
Schlossberg‘s renowned ecofriendly 
firm, ESI Design, featuring 1100sf 
of safe structures and informative 
play stations.
   For the adults, a full-service 
gym with a yoga/spinning room, 
personal trainers, and group classes 
including a pre-natal program will 
be offered, in addition to an all-
organic café and a hip retail store 
that will be open to the public - 
all of which is nestled under one 
considerably busy roof.

The National College Football 
Foundation inducted Senator John 
Glenn to the Hall of Fame at at the 
Waldorf Astoria on the evening 
of the December 9, 2008 dinner. 

National College Football 
Foundation Honors 
Senator John Glenn

Photos of former U.S. Senator and 
astronaut John Glenn, accompanied 
by his wife, are courtesy of staff 
photographer Richie Nestro.  

   It was after midnight, and the 
clouds depositing a soft rain over 
Bear Mountain State Park, just south 
of West Point, blocked any trace of 
light from the waning moon. 
   I rounded a curve and caught a 
flash of gray fur in the light from 
the high beams, then a second, more 
sluggish furball – a pair of foxes, 
with one carrying a woodchuck 
home for dinner. There wasn’t 
really time to brake, but there was 
a chance to weave. 
   I turned the wheel sharply left, so 
the 20-inch wheels on the driver’s 
side were riding on wet grass while 
the right side was on the highway, 
counting on Infiniti’s traction control 
to take care of the difference in the 
surfaces. The maneuver let the FX 
35 slide behind the first fox, and 
then a sharp swerve into the right 
lane let me pass the second fox, the 

Shifting 
Gears

Infiniti’s Road 
Running Home Away 

from Home

By Roger Witherspoon

http://www.authorhouse.com/
http://www.authorhouse.com/
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On the 
Level 
with

Hezi Aris
on WVOX1460 AM 

Radio
NEW ROCHELLE, NY – Listen to 
the On the Level with Hezi Aris call-
in program on WVOX-1460 AM 
radio this and every Tuesday. 
   The show is heard live by way of 
streaming audio technology on your 
computer, from 10:00 am through 
11:00 am. 
   For those who can’t get enough 
radio, consider listening to Hezi 
Aris every Monday and Thursday, 
at 8:30 am, as he discusses events 
impacting Westchester politics 
with Bob Marrone, host of Good 
Morning, Westchester. 
   Join Bob Marrone every day from 
6:00 am through 9:00 am during 
your daily commute from Monday 
through Friday.
   The call-in talk show format 
invites your perspective; share your 
thoughts. Call us at 914-636-0110. 
Those who call are asked to please 
stay on topic.
   WVOX 1460 AM features local 
and regional information for 
residents of suburban Westchester 
County and the Bronx, with 
emphasis on the heavily-populated 
cities of Westchester’s Southern tier 
and affluent villages of Long Island 
Sound.

Legal 
Notices
Legal notices for 

publication  
in the

Westchester Times
Tribune

are accepted for 
publication  

no later than Thursday 
for the following 
week’s edition.

WTTLegal@gmail.
com

Lesnick meandered  aimlessly 
through a process that he claimed 
he had the experience to shepherd 
Yonkers through; he told a tale, that 
is why he was dubbed “Lesnick 
the Liar” by acid-tongued bloggers 
of the Yonkers Tribune. Equally 
responsible for any delay was 
Mayor Amicone not chastising the 
Yonkers City Council President for 
his disorganized approach. When 
asked, why Mayor Amicone didn’t 
take President Lesnick and impress 
him with the urgency of the moment, 
spokesperson David Simpson 
advised that Mayor Amicone had 
done just that. The urgency was felt 
throughout Yonkers and beyond. 
The vote would come to pass by 
the end of October; delayed again 
until November. Then we found out 
that Westchester County were not 
satisfied with the tax incremental 
financing (TIF) plan over which 
they are permitted their say because 
the TIF district, when defined, has 
an impact on their taxing authority.   
   The Yonkers City Council has 
concluded its last City Council 
meeting for 2008, we are 
approaching Christmas, and the 
SFC Yonkers, Inc. Project has yet to 
come to a vote. The excuse is that 
Westchester County government; 
specifically County Executive Andy 
Spano and Deputy Larry Schwartz 
are stalling the process using the TIF 
concept for building infrastructure 
as an excuse. Meanwhile neither 
Mayor Amicone, nor the City 
Council President has divulged that 
the funding for the SFC Yonkers, 
Inc. Project has not materialized. 
Were the funding in place, the 
Yonkers City Council could take its 
vote specifying that their approval, 
should it be approved, is contingent 
on receiving final approval by 

Financial Debacle Demands Reflection and Planning
Westchester County government. 
Let’s face it folks, in an election 
year, with Andy Spano likely to 
stand for re-election, would anyone 
be interested in messing negatively 
with the Yonkers electorate when 
Yonkers makes up 22 percent of 
Westchester County?
   Second, Yonkers must recognize 
that the battle royale does not involve 
the mid-year financial adjustment; 
it has to do with the 2009 election 
in which three members of the 
Yonkers City Council may benefit 
from a plan to rescind term limits. 
Councilmember Dee Barbato, the 
instigator of this scheme, Minority 
Leader Liam McLaughlin, and 
Majority Leader Sandy Annabi 
have come to the end of their term. 
Were term limitations rescinded, a 
new dynamic would come to play. 
Councilmember Barbato, known 
to have long sought the Council 
President seat would instead retreat 
from her long held ambition and 
again run to represent her 6th District 
constituency. The “deal” to promote 
rescinding term limits despite the 
publicly endorsed referendum that 
shut the door on former Mayor 
John Spencer from continuing his 
hold on the office for a third term, 
is an attempt to override the public 
will. This “scheme” to defraud the 
public is a copy of the attempt to 
overturn term limits legislation that 
was also denied in two referenda 
in New York City. NYC Mayor 
Mike Bloomberg has suffered in 
the polls for seeking to override the 
public’s will. President Lesnick has 
“agreed” to the concept, believing 
he will contend with a less 
formidable adversary in the likes 
of James Castro-Blanco, Esq., who 
this publication named a few days 
ago as the “chosen” Republican. 

Mr. Castro-Blanco, acid-tongued 
bloggers have now learned is 
Mayor Amicone’s “pick.”  The 
political angle proves there is no 
need to nurture Councilmember 
Barbato’s vote for the SFC Yonkers, 
Inc. Project, since for all intent 
and purpose that project is going 
nowhere.
   Councilmember Barbato is left 
at the curb to fend for herself, 
abandoned by Mayor Amicone, 
former Senator Nick Spano, and 
by Yonkers City Republican 
Committee Chairman John Jacono 
for Mr. Castro-Blanco in a “deal” 
that will keep her alive for another 
four years if she can overturn term 
limits. In support of her will be 
President Lesnick. Who else will 
come to her side? That will be 
another circus. To add more fodder 
to the term limits scenario, President 
Lesnick wants to marry campaign 
finance reform. Campaign finance 
reform must be kept separate from 
term limits legislation at all cost. 
President Lesnick must not be 
allowed to spin another self-serving 
maneuver.
   The last concern, is the financial 
crunch that has beset the city at 
the hands of Mayor Amicone with 
the complicity of the Yonkers City 
Council. Mayor Amicone designed 
the budget that brought us to this 
fiscal precipice. It had nothing to do 
with the financial horror that is said 
to originate in Wall Street and the 
banking sector. In choosing to fire 
rather than to cut back waste, Mayor 
Amicone claimed to agonize over 
every firing, but his action is not 
prudent. It would behoove Mayor 
Amicone to delve into the issue de 
jour another way. Get rid of waste. 
Get rid of the cars; every last one of 
them, no matter how little will be 

saved. Shut down the city gasoline 
pumps for use other than for 
police, fire, and DPW vehicles. No 
individual cars are to use the pumps 
for any reason. Seriously consider 
taking a cut at the upper echelon of 
government, including the Mayor’s 
own salary. Why should anyone 
consider giving anything up if the 
mayor himself refuses to give up 
a dime? Patronage jobs must be 
let go, or if not that, salaries must 
be cut across the board. If all city 
services took a cut across the board, 
in unison with the mayor and City 
Hall, we could find the $16 million 
shortfall now. We should be working 
together as a community, rather 
than having to tolerate this divisive 
conduct. Yonkers cannot afford to 
pay $150,000, plus medical, plus 
cars. A stroke of Mayor Amicone’s 
pen can remedy these long held 
standards of largesse and excess 
in Yonkers governance. In fact, it 
is these excesses that have stifled 
discourse. Too many have been 
corrupted by the process.
   Most importantly, Mayor Amicone 
must devise a plan that is open to 
the public so that all may agree 
to its direction. We need to know 
where we are heading and how to 
get there. 
   The reason for this fiasco is simple; 
lack of openness in governance, 
complicity by the unions, and an 
electorate beaten into submission 
for years. While the symmetry has 
worked with precision in the past, 
Mayor Amicone, the Yonkers City 
Council President, the Yonkers City 
Council, the union leadership must 
work together for the good of the 
city and its citizens. There can be 
no other plan. That is their mandate. 
At issue is can the electorate trust 
you to do a good job for us. There is 

time to make corrections.
   The ball is in your collective court. 
Who will be the MVP?

   The massive fraud perpetrated by 
community pillar Bernard Madoff 
has supposedly consumed the life 
savings of thousands of people.  
The money would otherwise have 
gone to maintain their comfortable 
lifestyles, pay for their eventual 
nursing home care, help their 
children, put their grandchildren 
through college, or supported 
charities and other worthy causes.
   We know that there will always be 
swindlers in the world, particularly 
when money is at stake.   What is 
surprising in the Madoff case is 
the magnitude and durability of the 
confidence game and the wealth and 
importance of many of the investors 
who went along for the ride, based 
largely on personal trust.  In fact, the 
Madoff fund was a very good ride, 
with consistent double digit returns, 
until withdrawals began to exceed 
deposits as people with little faith 
brought down the house of cards.  
One wonders what would have 
happened if the fund had survived 
its 70-year-old impresario, although 
we know that 70 is not that old at 
the Palm Beach Country Club.
   The issue arises as to whether 
investors in such a fund should 
be insured in any way, not against 
losses resulting from market activity 
(those are business risks), but from 
losses through embezzlement, for 
example, if someone stealing the 

The Oldest Trick in the Book
Palm Beach Country Club Has at Least One Member Who Hasn’t Paid His Dues

By Henry J. Stern

corpus of their fund, or if there is 
no fund.
   If this were to be done, the 
premiums for theft insurance 
coverage would have to be paid 
by the trust funds, and those 
payments should be disclosed to 
depositors, along with a statement 
as to the policy limits, if any.   The 
insurance might be capped at two 
to five million dollars, to keep the 
premiums more reasonable and 
allow the rich to pay some share of 
their losses.
   Investors should place their money 
in accounts insured by the Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corporation 
(which covers bank deposits up to 
a newly increased $250,000) and 
you can create joint accounts to 
expand those limits substantially, or 
covered by the Securities Investor 
Protection Act of 1970, which 
provides maximum coverage of 
$500,000 before the authorities 
start dividing the brokerage firm’s 
remaining assets pro rata.  The 
investors are now out of luck 
because they must bear the risk 
of their broker’s defalcation, not 
something they anticipated, unless 
they have previously purchased 
insurance to offset such losses.
   The big banks and insurance 
companies have received federal 
bailouts in these parlous times, 
but not the investors who chose 

Maddof to handle their money.  
The fact that some of these gulled 
investors were rich and famous, and 
therefore presumably sophisticated, 
makes this case much more 
interesting than it would have been 
it the victims had turned out to be 
just ordinary people, like you and 
us.  Well, maybe not you.  You’re 
special.
If the Madoff fund had been required 
to purchase insurance against fraud, 
government inspectors would 
presumably have looked into their 
books sufficiently to know that 
something was amiss.  The reliance 
by Bernard Madoff on a tiny CPA 
office in Rockland County to certify 
his financial reports over billions 
of dollars entrusted to his care 
should have been seen as vividly 
as a flashing, illuminated billboard, 
indicating that something was rotten 
in the County of Rockland, which 
is on the far side of the Hudson 
River, sandwiched between Orange 

County and New Jersey.  We are 
not certain at this time whether the 
SEC lapses were due to corruption, 
incompetence or sloth.
   The failure of the Securities 
and Exchange Commission to 
investigate Madoff in the face of a 
number of situations which should 
have alerted them to the existence 
of a problem is described in today’s 
Times in an article by Stephen 
Labaton on pA6.  S.E.C. IMAGE 
SUFFERS IN A STRING OF 
SETBACKS; Missed Warnings in 
the Madoff Case.   Labaton’s biting 
lede:
   “The Securities and Exchange 
Commission, a once-proud agency 
with an impressive history as 
Wall Street’s top cop finds itself 
increasingly conducting autopsies 
of leading financial institutions 
after failing, in the first instance, to 
perform adequate biopsies.
   “The latest black eye for the 
commission came when inspectors 
and agency lawyers missed a 
series of red flags at Bernard L. 
Madoff Investment Securities.  If 
it had checked out the warnings, 
the commission might well have 
discovered years ago that the firm 
was concealing its losses by using 
billions of dollars from some 
investors to pay others.”
   The case is of journalistic interest 
because of the high profile victims, 

and the dexterity with which this 
mild-looking fatherly man, a trustee 
of numerous charities, a generous 
donor in his own right, looted more 
recent accounts to pay off earlier 
investors.  Madoff showed ability in 
keeping the scheme going as long as 
he did, aided by the bull market.  He 
showed guile by making the fund 
difficult to invest in; people thought 
it was an investment which it was a 
privilege to be allowed to make.
   Abraham  Madoff will go down 
in history along with Charles 
Ponzi, who gave his name to these 
pyramid schemes in the 1920’s.  
Ponzi may have been the first, but 
Madoff was the biggest. Look up 
Charles Ponzi in Wikipedia.  In 
the “See Also” section, there is a 
link to Reed Slatkin, founder of 
Earthlink.  Slatkin was also an 
ordained minister of Scientology, 
to which he funneled millions in his 
salad days.
   The Ponzi article features a brand 
new link, to Bernard Lawrence 
Madoff.
 

Henry J. Stern writes as StarQuest. 
Direct email to him at StarQuest@

nycivic.org. Peruse Mr. Stern’s 
writing at New York Civic.
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Weir Only Human

Weir Only Human: Gangsters in the Government
By Bob Weir

     If we were to go back in time 
about 20 or 30 years and read 
news reports about someone who 
was under a federal indictment 
that included 16 counts of bribery, 
obstruction of justice, wire fraud, 
money laundering and racketeering, 
we’d certainly be reading about a 
notorious organized crime figure 
who was finally going to the 
slammer. That was back when 
we knew who the bad guys were 
because their pictures were all over 
the television screen with numbers 
across their chests. These days, 
however, we have a tough time 
recognizing the villains among us. 
That’s because what was considered 
illegal and certainly unethical 30 
years ago is now weighed on a 
different scale, one that has been 
distorted by a society which has 
become accustomed to seeing 
people get away with everything 
from murder to child molestation. 

     No, this is not another column 
about the “Butcher of Brentwood!” 
Although O.J. Simpson got away 
with murder, he may be spending 
the last years of his worthless life in 
a cage. This is about another, albeit 
lesser, reprobate named William 
Jefferson. He’s the congressman 
from Louisiana who has all the 
federal charges listed above hanging 
over him for the last few years as 
he continues to cast his vote in that 
rarified chamber which makes laws 
that the rest of us must obey. He’s 
the same guy who couldn’t explain 
the $90,000 in cash the FBI found 
in his freezer at home. Instead, 
he complained about the FBI’s 
right to search and find the bribe 
money. An investigation revealed 
that $400,000 in bribes were paid 
through a company that was set up 
in the name of Jefferson’s wife and 
children. The money came from a 
company named iGate, Inc. and the 

congressman’s 
“job” was to 
persuade the 
U.S. Army to 
test iGate’s 
technology and 
use his influence 
to facilitate 
financing for the 
company. 
     In 2005, Jefferson was videotaped 
by the FBI receiving $100,000 worth 
of $100 bills in a leather briefcase at 
the Ritz-Carlton hotel in Arlington, 
Virginia. He was caught in a sting 
operation by a man wearing a wire. 
He could be heard telling the FBI 
informant that he needed a half-
million dollars “as a motivating 
factor” to carry out the deal. A few 
days later, when the feds raided his 
Northeast Washington D.C. home, 
they found 90K of the cold cash 
in $10,000 increments, wrapped in 
aluminum foil and stuffed inside 

f r o z e n - f o o d 
containers. Serial 
numbers found 
on the currency 
in the freezer 
matched serial 
numbers of funds 
given by the FBI 
to their informant. 
Now let’s face it 

folks; if this had happened to you 
or me, we would have been “perp-
walked” out of our home or place 
of business with arms securely 
handcuffed behind us. 
     Not so with Mr. Jefferson. Even 
with all the evidence against him 
being paraded on the nightly news 
and all the pundits and late-night 
comedians making jokes about 
the hot cash in cold storage, the 
congressman was reelected to his 
ninth term in 2006. You have to 
wonder what the people of that 
district were thinking when they 

pulled the lever for a guy who had 
16 counts of corruption leveled 
against him by the FBI. Last year, 
Jefferson was indicted on all 16 
counts and pled not guilty. With all 
those felonies, the video and audio 
tape, the money in the freezer and 
a list of other nefarious activities 
staring him in the face, he not only 
refused to resign, he ran again this 
year. With several candidates in the 
race, and no one with a majority, 
a runoff was held last week. 
Thankfully, there were enough 
decent people in the New Orleans 
district to vote for his opponent, 
Anh Joseph Cao, making him the 
first Vietnamese-American elected 
to the Congress. 
     Although it’s encouraging to 
know that Jefferson will finally get 
the boot at the end of the year, it’s 
extremely discouraging to note that 
he still received 47 percent of the 
vote. That means almost half of his 

constituents felt that it was okay to 
be represented by a guy who takes 
hundreds of thousands of dollars 
in bribes and then goes to the floor 
of the House to make speeches 
about the direction of the country. 
Just days after one crook is ousted, 
another one is caught on tape as he 
tried to “sell” the open senate seat 
in Chicago. Illinois Governor Ron 
Blagojevich should soon be on his 
way to the slammer too. That’s a 
column for another week. 

Bob Weir is a contributing 
columnist to Yonkers Tribune 

and Westchester Times Tribune. 
BobWeir777@aol.com.

   I have known Senator Charles 
Schumer (D-NY) since before I was 
elected Mayor of New York in 1977.  
I have both supported and opposed 
him, endorsing his opponent for 
the Senate, the then sitting Senator, 
Alphonse M. D’Amato, the first 
time Schumer ran for that office, 
and supporting Schumer when he 
ran for reelection.  Schumer has 
both supported and opposed me as 
well in the course of his career.  He 
is now reputed to be number four 
in the Senate hierarchy and has 
the confidence of his colleagues, 
who were very pleased with his 
efforts at recruiting and supporting 
successful Senate candidates across 
the country during the last election 
and raising huge amounts of 
campaign funds from Wall Street.  
What distinguished his choices 
and contributed to those successes 
was his selection and support of 
moderate Democrats representing 
the views of Democrats in their own 
state on controversial issues such as 
abortion and gun control.  Schumer 
has established through his years of 
service in the Senate that he is not 
a left-wing ideologue, but instead, 

Ed Koch Commentary
Senator Chuck Schumer

By Ed Koch

a mainstream liberal.  His personal 
integrity is unimpeachable.  All to 
his credit.
    This past week, The New 
York Times did an extensive and 
somewhat disquieting profile of 
Senator Schumer, portraying him as 
the handmaiden of Wall Street and 
the powerbrokers who dominate 
that industry, an industry which 
many people, including me, believe 
is responsible in large part for the 
economic maelstrom the U.S. 
economy is now experiencing.  
   Reporters Eric Lipton and 
Raymond Hernandez, wrote, “But 
Mr. Schumer, a member of the 
Banking and Finance Committees, 
repeatedly took other steps to 
protect industry players from 
government oversight and tougher 
rules, a review of his record shows.  
Over the years, he has also helped 
save financial institutions billions 
of dollars in higher taxes or fees.  
He succeeded in limiting efforts to 
regulate credit-rating agencies, for 
example, sponsored legislation that 
cut fees paid by Wall Street firms 
to finance government oversight, 
pushed to allow banks to have 

lower capital reserves and called 
for the revision of regulations to 
make corporations’ 
balance sheets more 
transparent.”
   The reporters then 
pose a question asked 
by Barbara Roper, 
director of investor 
protection for the 
Consumer Federation 
of America, “Since the 
financial meltdown, 
people have been 
asking, ‘Where was 
Congress?  Why 
didn’t they see this coming? 
Why didn’t they provide better 
oversight?’  And the answer for 
some, including Senator Schumer, 
is that they were actually too busy 
pursuing a deregulatory agenda. 
Their focus was on how we have 
to lighten up regulation on Wall 
Street.”
   Schumer’s reason for defending 
and assisting Wall Street is that he 
is a protector of New York jobs.  We 
know that Wall Street employers 
and employees are responsible 
for 30 percent of New York City 

tax revenues.  The Times quotes 
Senator Schumer in his own defense 

saying, “that until 
the recent market 
turmoil, he did not 
fully appreciate how 
much risk Wall Street 
had assumed and 
how much damage 
its practices could 
inflict on ordinary 
Americans.  ‘It is 
a learning process, 
no question about 
it, an evolution,’ he 
said, adding that 

he now believed that investors 
and homeowners must be better 
protected.”
    I can appreciate the impetus 
for Schumer’s pro-Wall Street 
orientation.  Having become Mayor 
of New York when the city was 
teetering on the edge of bankruptcy, 
I decided early on that real estate 
development was New York City’s 
version of Pittsburgh’s steel mills 
and Detroit’s car industry.  It was 
my job to bring back real estate 
development to New York City, 
which had ceased prior to my 

arrival on the scene.
   I wanted the real estate 
development sector to flourish and 
did what I could to make the city 
attractive in rules and regulations 
to create a welcoming “climate.”  
As a result of the city’s success in 
encouraging development when 
I ran for reelection many of these 
developers who had not supported 
me when I first ran now did, with 
their campaign contributions.  
When my opponents attacked me 
for that, I said, “Of course they 
are supporting me for reelection.  
I’ve been a good mayor, and they 
agree with many of my decisions 
which affect their industry.  Who 
should they be supporting, my 
opponents?”  Of course, I pointed 
out how, I rebuilt the economy as 
well, and particularly in The Bronx, 
built housing at affordable rents and 
brought jobs back to the entire city.  
The whole city prospered.
   So this age-old quandary in 
politics comes to the fore, which 
is if you are successful in your 
job and your success and vision 
happens in great part to correspond 
with a special commercial sector, 

is it wrong to accept campaign 
funding from that sector?  I chose 
to accept funding from the real 
estate sector, since under the 
applicable campaign financing 
laws, contribution amounts were 
regulated and reported to a public 
agency.  
   I’m sure that Senator Schumer 
will make similar arguments in 
defending himself against the 
charge of being the financial 
industry’s handmaiden.
   Almost everyone agrees that 
the deregulation by Congress 
of Wall Street is responsible for 
our current calamitous financial 
situation.  Senator Schumer played 
a role in such deregulation, but 
he certainly did not act alone.  He 
was supported by a Congress and 
a President too willing to ignore 
excesses by Wall Street until they 
could not be ignored any longer. 

Ed Koch is the former Mayor of 
New York City, an attorney,  

radio host and author.

   Joblessness is on the rise. 
Consumer spending is down. 
Storied companies are struggling. 
Credit is tightening up. Experts 
and countless headlines say the 
economy is in crisis.
   What does this mean for 
Christmas this year?  It’s not good 
news for children working to stay 
on Santa’s “nice” list.  Almost half 
the respondents to a recent survey 
by my publisher Next Chapter Press 
said they’ll be spending less on 
Christmas gifts this year.
   Somewhere the Christmas Grinch 

Somewhere the Christmas Grinch is Gleeful
But Maybe He Shouldn’t Celebrate Too Soon

By Jennifer Liu Bryan

is gleeful. But maybe he shouldn’t 
celebrate too soon.
   The poll also shows that spending 
big bucks fulfilling wish lists 
doesn’t mean that your loved ones 
will remember their Christmas as 
the best ever. Indeed, 54 percent 
of respondents said that “the best 
type of gift” was an experience 
that brought the family together. 
And 30 percent said that the best 
gift was something thoughtful or 
personal they’d never have thought 
of themselves.
   Hmmm, you say. Can it be true? 

Can you really achieve a Merry 
Christmas without maxing out your 
credit cards?
   Yes, you can. Think 
about it. What is the best 
Christmas gift you ever 
received? Was it a big-
ticket item from your 
wish list, or something 
personal and thoughtful 
that a loved one sprung 
on you? Which do you 
remember better: the 
twentieth striped tie you received 
last year, or the road trip your family 

took to visit your grandmother 
through three-foot snowdrifts?

   As it turns out, making 
Christmas special 
more often involves 
conjuring a surprise or 
planting a memory than 
drawing down your 
bank account. In fact, 
more than 60 percent 
of respondents to Next 
Chapter Press’ poll said 
the best Christmas gift 

they ever received was unexpected.
  Giving your credit cards a breather, 
however, doesn’t mean that you get 
one. Coming up with a thoughtful, 
personal gift for a loved one isn’t 
easy. And making memories, while 
often affordable, can be challenging. 
A special Christmas on a budget 
may mean thinking creatively and 
innovatively. It may mean scouring 
memory banks instead of sales 
racks. It may mean sorting through 
photos instead of discount tables. It 
may mean spending time with your 

loved ones instead of standing in 
checkout lines. 
  If dollars are dear this year, maybe 
it’s time to create new traditions 
that will bring the family together. 
Instead of one more gadget for a 
loved one, maybe you could spend 
those precious resources creating 
an experience for the entire family: 
buy tickets to a theater performance 
or to a sporting event you wouldn’t 
normally attend. Or volunteer at a 
charity together; it costs nothing 
and gives much. 
   If a tight budget prevents you from 
traveling, maybe you can re-create 
traditions at your home. Try baking 
grandma’s legendary cookies, and 
document the experiment to give to 
her in a photo album. Start a new 
tradition of harnessing the Internet 
to bring distant loved ones into your 
home; post videos and pictures, and 
chat with those far away. Bring 
the family together by making 
those little gifts for teachers, mail 
carriers and acquaintances. Bake 

cookies, make crafts, create cards. 
All the while, you’ll also be making 
memories your family will cherish.
   Faced with the challenge 
of crafting a meaningful and 
memorable Christmas, plunking 
down your Visa card may seem a lot 
easier. But the Christmas you create 
will be all the richer for your efforts 
– and, bonus, so will you.
   As Dr. Seuss tells it, even the 
Christmas Grinch learned the 
valuable lesson that there’s more 
to Christmas than material things. 
“ ‘ Maybe Christmas,’ ” the 
Grinch is said to have thought, “ 
‘doesn’t come from a store. Maybe 
Christmas… perhaps… means a 
little bit more!’ ”
   Take it from the Grinch, then. A 
budget needn’t prevent you from 
having a merry – and memorable – 
Christmas.

   Jennifer Liu Bryan is the co-
author of Cole Family Christmas 
and blogs about the importance of 

reading at www.readaloud.org. 

http://nextchapterpress.com/
http://www.colefamily-christmas.com/
http://www.readaloud.org
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prevailing spirit of the holiday, 
even in the face of people blinded 
by their own greed. 
   This interactive tale is designed so 
that readers can actively participate 
in celebrating universal themes at 
the heart of storytelling, as well as 
have fun getting into the spirit of 
Christmas.
   Dreamy toymaker Kris Kringle has 
fallen in love with prim-and-proper 
Evelyn Claus, adopted daughter of 
Santa and Mrs. Claus. A love story 
ensues with plenty of twists and 
turns, including a magical curse and 
an ancient contract that can only be 
unraveled with the help of a lawyer 
named Daniel Webster. 
   As the tale unfolds, Kringle grows 
increasingly anxious about his job 
in New York City. He works for toy 
company mogul Roy G. Reedy who 
is bent on squashing his ambition. 
Kringle wants to make a Living 
Memories Doll that he has designed. 
Reedy, however, busies Kringle 
with mundane work , like approving 
new outfits for Reedy’s own new 
toy, the Tiffany Doll. Things heat up 
when Reedy fires Kringle, who has 
accidentally set fire to the office. 
But the dejected toymaker doesn’t 
leave before giving Reedy a piece 
of his mind.  

A Classic Christmas Theme 
Gets New Twist

   Kris Kringle gives a nod to the 
beloved Miracle on 34th Street, 
when lawyers start harassing Santa 
Claus on Reedy’s behalf. It seems 
Reedy wants to be the sole source 
of his overpriced, underwhelming 
Tiffany Doll. Kringle cannot help 
but get involved because of his 
feelings for Evelyn and his loathing 
for Reedy. Love complicates 
things, however, and storm clouds 
develop over Kringle and Evelyn’s 
relationship.
   Enter Mr. D, who plans to kidnap 
Evelyn as part of Reedy’s vendetta 
against Santa. When Kringle 
unwittingly foils Mr. D’s plans, Mr. 
D. decides to take a different course. 
He uses Kringle to get back at Santa 
with the help of a magical curse that 

was placed on the Kringle clan. If 
the hapless toymaker should step 
one foot in the elves’ workshop the 
curse could unleash pandemonium.  
   From human nature to global 
warming to the classic battle of 
good versus evil, Kris Kringle is 
a tapestry of colorful storytelling 
with a purpose. This creative 
tale puts a new spin on legendary 
Christmas themes while inviting 
readers to think about important 
current issues.
   Born in The Bronx, Maria 
Ciampi grew up in the midst of 
poverty, drugs and crime. At 16, 
her apartment building was set on 
fire and her family barely escaped. 
On the night of her high school 
graduation, one of her classmates 
was shot by serial killer Son-of-
Sam. Despite these traumatic events 
and hardships, Ciampi’s Christmas 
Day birthday always seemed like “a 
special gift.” With the help of her 
family’s love and support, Ciampi 
graduated as valedictorian of her 
college class. She was a St. Thomas 
More scholar at her law school, and 
ultimately became a law professor.

   
Visit www.kriskringlebook.com  

for more information.
   

The Fine Print
By Lisa Fine 

  This is the last shopping weekend 
before the holidays and I’m not 
really stressed because most of my 
shopping is done. Yes, I am one 
of those people that when I see 
something that I know someone 
on my list would like – I get it for 
them, wrap it up and put it in my 
gift drawer.  So, I hope that none 
of my friends or family read my 
column this week – because I want 
them to be surprised.
   All year long, I love going to all 
of the craft fairs and art shows. I 
also enjoy visiting the wonderful 
little independently-owned shops 
throughout the area.  You never 
know what you can find or when – 
which is why I am always thrilled 
when I see that perfect and unique 
gift. 
   I also always try to keep my 
purchases local to help support our 
area businesses and community 
groups.  With all of the people on 
my never ending gift-giving list 
(daughter, son, husband, mother, 
father, mother-in-law, girlfriends, 
nieces, nephews, business 
associates, etc), hopefully, my ‘little 

bit’ of shopping can help make a 
difference. 
Here are just a few of my finds. 
   At a springtime craft fair, I 
purchased a handcrafted beaded and 
silver necklace for one girlfriend 
and a handmade painted silk scarf 
for another. 
   During a trip to the farmer’s market 
this summer, I purchased a lavender 
soap gift set for my mother-in-law 
and a few jars of salsa and jams in a 
basket for a sister-in-law.
   At a recent pottery sale, I bought a 
few bowls and a platter that another 
in-law would like.
   I bought a few t-shirts made from 
bamboo at the local eco-store for 

my nieces.
   At the local sporting good store, 
I found the pedometers that I 
wanted for my nephews and the 
new baseball equipment my son 
‘needed’.
   For my business associates, I 
bought a few twenty pound boxes 
of oranges to benefit the high school 
band trip. I also supported the sports 
teams by ordering many boxes of 
chocolate chip cookie dough to give 
them as well. 
   I bought a few kitchen utensils 
and a gift certificate at a local store 
for cooking lessons. (Can’t say who 
this is for!)
   At the local jewelry store, I got 
a silver necklace for my daughter, 
a bracelet for my mother and … 
should I say … selected a few things 
for someone to consider for me!

To submit information for The 
Fine Print, please send emails to 

TheFinePrintNY@verizon.net, call 
914 243-9761, or visit the www.
LisaFineCommunications.com

   The recent appointment of U.S. 
Senator Hillary Clinton to President-
elect Obama’s administration has 
spawned a hubbub of activity 
among democratic operatives in 
the state, attempting to get their 
candidate into a position to be 
appointed, albeit temporarily, to 
this vacated seat. 
   There are the “Schumer/Clinton,” 
democrats, U.S. Representatives 
Gary Ackerman and Anthony 
Weiner, among others, who will 
carry the senior Senator’s water 
against presumptive pick Caroline 
Kennedy so that Schumer can truly 
take the New York. leadership 
position in the U.S. Senate 
after years of being denied and 
overshadowed by Hillary. In fact, 
many are not surprised that it took an 
issue like this for the two to actually 
agree on something. And who is 
Chuck supporting?  Many insiders 
believe that U.S. Representative 
Carolyn Maloney is probably his 
pick here. She’s low-key, and 
knows how to take direction. But 
the important question remains 
whether she can win against U.S. 
Representative Pete King in 2010, 
someone who has both union-based 
and crossover support in New York.   
   In recent media accounts, 
Ackerman went as far as comparing 
Caroline’s qualifications to that of 
Jennifer Lopez, implying that the 
only thing Kennedy has going for 
her is name recognition.  Ackerman 
should realize by now that, in 
politics, name recognition is better 

The Political Spectrum
By John Fleming

than half the battle.  Who actually 
doubts that if Bronx-born J.Lo ran 
for elective office here that she 
wouldn’t be given a better that 
50-50 chance of being elected?  
Remember, the majority of the 
voting public fawn over ‘Oprah’ 
and ‘Dancing with the Stars,’ not 
‘Meet the Press’ or ‘Hardball.’  
Celebrity is experience in politics, 
and celebrity has always been the 
‘in’ thing.  How else would Hillary 
and Arnold have been elected? Even 
Sonny Bono won a congressional 
seat. Do you get it now Gary? 
   Of course, there are also the 
Headline Seekers, those who plant 
themselves in the press at every 
opportunity to make themselve’s 
relevant, but in reality have a 
snowball’s chance in hell of 
reaching the stated goal.  Some 
who fit in this category are United 
Federation of Teachers president 
Randi Weingarten and Long Island 
Congressman Steven Israel. But none 
can blame them for going after the 
free P.R.  Look what a Sunday press 
pulpit has done for Chuck Schumer.  
   And let’s not minimize the Cuomo 
factor. Andrew would love to be 
appointed to the Clinton senate 
seat, and on the surface, it seems 
like the smart political play for 
Governor Paterson - he gets rid of 
a high-profile, probable primary 
opponent in 2010.  But the main 
factors working against Andrew 
are not only the emergence of 
Caroline Kennedy as a candidate, 
but the Kennedy clan in general.  

The Kennedy’s collectively suffer 
from Irish Alzheimer’s: they only 
remember the grudges.  And they 
owe Andrew 
big time for 
smearing RFK 
daughter and 
ex-wife Kerry 
K e n n e d y ’ s 
name by leaking 
smutty details 
to the press 
during their 
recent divorce. 
Caroline for 
this seat would 
go a long way 
in the pay back 
arena. And the 
K e n n e d y ’ s , 
h i s t o r i c a l l y, 
always get 
their pound of 
flesh. This one 
is worth a few 
pounds to them. 
   And then there is Rahm Emanual, 
the President-elect’s incoming 
Chief of Staff.  There is no love 
lost between Andy and Rahm, two 
Type-A personalities who would 
often went to war when Cuomo was 
President Clinton’s HUD Secretary, 
and Emanual was a senior advisor 
to the President.  There’s little 
chance that Rahm-bo would allow 
Andy to access the big chamber, 
and must be hard at work behind the 
scenes to negate Cuomo’s chances.   
   So that brings us back again to 
Caroline, the daughter of Camelot-

era President John Fitzgerald 
Kennedy and his elegant wife, 
Jacqueline Kennedy.  Caroline has 

always carried 
herself with 
the quiet grace 
and dignity 
that made her 
mother such a 
beloved figure 
in society. She 
is a lawyer and 
author who has 
raised millions 
for charitable 
c a u s e s , 
including the 
N.Y.C. Board of 
Education.  Her 
fan club includes 
the current 
Mayor Mike 
Bloomberg, as 
well as former 
Mayor Ed Koch 
(in addition, of 

course, to President-elect Obama, her 
biggest booster behind the scenes).    
   I’ve espoused from the beginning 
that Caroline would be the best 
pick for the democrats for the 
Clinton seat for two reasons. The 
appointed candidate would have to 
run again in both 2010 and 2012, 
so the Democrats would need to 
pick a candidate who could both 
guarantee victory and raise the $40 
million or so in each of these years 
to run a viable campaign.  Caroline 
Kennedy, with the Kennedy 
mantra, qualifies on both counts.  

And it is hard, if not impossible, 
to attack Caroline Kennedy.  The 
more opponents attack, the more 
sympathetic the public and the 
media will become. She shares 
that special edge with Governor 
Paterson, and they will both benefit 
by it in the upcoming elections 
if their opponents are ignorant 
enough to fall into that trap.  And if 
that isn’t enough, can you visualize 
Neil Diamond singing “Sweet 
Caroline” on the campaign trail? 
   So what does Governor David 
Paterson get from a Caroline 
Kennedy appointment? (legally, 
that is).  For allowing Caroline to 
continue the Kennedy legacy in 
the U.S. Senate, he receives the 
Kennedy clan’s support, no small 
matter in New York State , where 
the Kennedy’s once lived in The 
Bronx, and the state her uncle 
Bobby represented in the U.S. 
Senate.  The Governor gets into the 
good graces of the new President, 
who he opposed to support Hillary 
in the recent primaries. And those 
good graces could spell hundreds of 
millions of dollars down the pipeline 
to New York State if the President’s 
economic recovery plan comes to 
fruition.  My educated guess is that 
Caroline will be able to deliver more 
for New York than Schumer, or any 
possible candidate, under an Obama 
presidency, something I’m sure the 
Governor is carefully weighing 
as he considers his selection.  
   And Paterson gets to run with 
Caroline in 2010, with President 

Obama’s wholehearted support. Rest 
assured that the Obama’s will be 
traversing the state for Caroline and 
Paterson many times in 2010, along 
with icon ‘Uncle Ted’ Kennedy. And 
all the above will no doubt assist in 
the Governor’s fundraising efforts.  
By appointing Caroline Kennedy, 
Paterson essentially rids himself 
of his Cuomo problem.  Under this 
scenario, how can Andrew Cuomo 
effectively run a primary against 
Paterson in 2010?  I’m led to believe 
that Andy will be our State Attorney 
General for some time to come.   
   And then there’s Chuck 
Schumer’s fragile ego to consider.  
But does Paterson really lose any 
sleep if Schumer is upset at being 
made subservient (once again) to 
a junior Senator? Remember, the 
Governor is still smarting from 
the Schumer snub at that Hillary 
Clinton campaign breakfast in 
Denver this past August. In front 
of the whole New York democratic 
state delegation, no less.  Revenge, 
in this case, is very sweet.  
   Maybe I’m missing something, 
but conventional political wisdom 
tells me I’m not. It’s a simple 
choice. Let’s watch and see how the 
Governor plays it.
 
John Fleming is Executive Assistant 
to Yonkers Mayor Phil Amicone.
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White Plains, NY -- The Women’s 
Enterprise Development Center 
(WEDC) will offer a free workshop, 
“How to Use the Internet to Market 
Your Small Business” on Thursday, 
January 22, 2009 from 6:30 pm 
to 8:30 pm at 1133 Westchester 
Avenue, White Plains, NY 10604. 
   Small business owners are 
bombarded these days with what 
to do to market on the internet 
-- blogs, paid searches, social 
networking sites, etc. -- and 
navigating the landscape on your 
own can be overwhelming and 
confusing.  Using plain English, 
workshop presenter Deborah 
Gallant will help you understand 
what you really need to know about 
using the internet to market your 
business -- everything from domain 
names and professional use of email 
to how to get your website built (or 
rebuilt), e-newsletters, and getting 
found by your target market. Come 

Free Workshop for Small Business Owners 
on How to Use the Internet  
to Market Your Business

with your questions!
   Deborah Gallant is the Business 
Coach who really “gets” the 
internet. She is the founder of 
www.WebPowerTools.com -- a do-
it-yourself website building system 
-- and she recently published 
www.ShineOnlinebook.com, an 
ebook for small business owners.  
She teaches workshops, teleclasses, 
and seminars on internet marketing, 
networking and on starting your 
own business.
   She was an early internet 
pioneer, starting up Journal Square 
Interactive (a division of Advance 
Publications) and working for 
the startup Familypoint (which 
was subsequently acquired by 
the women’s website iVillage). 
Deborah holds an MBA in 
Marketing and Management from 
Columbia University and a BA in 
American Studies from Brandeis 
University, where she was elected 

White Plains, NY -- An innovative 
divorce process is finding increased 
favor in these troubled economic 
times.  This approach transforms an 
expensive and contentious struggle 
into an economical and civilized 
process.  Collaborative attorneys, 
and often divorce coaches (mental 
health professionals), a financial 
specialist and a child specialist, 
help divorcing spouses minimize 
conflict and stress, protect children 
and save money.  Moreover, people 
are finally beginning to realize the 
hard way the lasting damage to 
their children that a bitter divorce 
can cause, according to White 
Plains Divorce Attorney, Arnold 
D. Cribari, who for the past 5 years 
has concentrated in collaborative 
divorce practice. 

to Phi Beta Kappa.
   The workshop is free but pre-
registration is required. To register, 
please email pzill@westchester.org 
or call to RSVP at 914-948-6098, 
ext. 13.
   Since 1997, the Women’s 
Enterprise Development Center 
Inc., a non-profit microenterprise 
development agency, has provided 
women with the skills, tools and 
resources they need to start their 
own businesses, to expand them 
and to achieve economic self-
sufficiency.  WEDC offers a wide 
array of entrepreneurial training 
programs and services, including 
one-on-one counseling, assistance 
with access to capital, networking 
events and small business seminars. 
WEDC is the designated women’s 
business center of the U.S. Small 
Business Administration (SBA) for 
Westchester County and the lower 
Hudson Valley. 

Collaborative Practice Benefits 
Divorcing Couples  

in Hard Economic Times

   In fact, said Cribari: “Unlike 
most divorce lawyers, collaborative 
attorneys support and empower 
their clients, who fully express their 
interests and concerns about the 
issues at settlement conferences; 

the lawyers then brainstorm options 
and solutions with the clients to help 
them make a settlement agreement 
that works for them in the long 
term. This represents a paradigm 
shift from the traditional adversarial 
system where lawyers often put 
pressure on their opposition, and 
can be disrespectful and exchange 
insults and accusations that polarize 
the clients, escalate their conflict 
and generate monumental legal 
fees. The goal is never to see a 
courtroom, but rather to make an 
economical settlement that meets 
everyone’s needs, and to preserve 
the family’s income and assets.”
   

Learn more online: www.
WestchesterDivorceLawyer.com.

Yonkers,  NY -- As shoppers rally 
to gear up for the homestretch  of 
the holiday season, Macy’s 
just bought last minute 
shoppers some  extra  time 
with overnight and extended 
hours at select city and mall 
stores.  Just in time for 
the holiday rush, Macy’s 
opens the doors to Macy’s 
at Cross County Shopping Center. 
   Starting 
on  Friday,  December  19th at 6 
AM, Macy’s Cross County, 800 
Central Park Avenue, Yonkers, 
NY, will begin overnight operation 
for a total of 132 straight 

Macy*s at Cross County to Stay Open 
24-Hours

132-Hour Marathon from 6 am, December 19  to 6pm, December 24
hours of marathon shopping.   
   Ron Klein, chairman and CEO of 

Macy’s East, “Macy’s is at the top 
of the list for holiday shoppers.  By 
going 24-hours at 13 key locations 
and extending store hours at another 
5, we are giving our customers extra 
time to shop when it’s convenient 
for them and to take the stress out of 

holiday shopping.”  He adds, “Our 
stores are destinations, whether 

they are located in an urban 
city or a suburban mall. Not 
only will our stores remain 
open to better serve our 
customers, but they will be 
greeted by our dedicated 
sales associates who 

voluntarily reworked their 
schedules during this 
holiday season to meet our 
customers’ shopping needs.” 
   

Visit Macy’s online store at 
macys.com.

Hartsdale, NY -- The holiday 
gift receiving season arrived 
early for Patriot, a seven-year-
old German Shepard, and the rest 
of the Greenburgh, New York 
Police Department’s K-9 Unit. 
   The Hartsdale Pet Cemetery, the 
nation’s oldest, presented a $1,000 
check to the Police Department’s 
K-9 unit which was established in 
2003 to help make apprehensions, 
locate missing persons, and 
track suspects, by using a dog. 
   “We are delighted to support 
this important part of the 
Greenburgh Police Department,” 
said Edward Martin III, vice 
president of the cemetery.  “The 
team of Patriot and Detective 
Wayne Papovitch, K-9 officer, in 
addition to their law enforcement 

Hartsdale Pet Cemetery donates $1,000 to Greenburgh Police Department’s K9 Unit. (left to right) Sgt. Anthony 
McVeigh, commanding officer, Special Operations Unit, Detective Wayne Popovitch, K9 Unit, Edward Martin 

III, vice president, Hartsdale Pet Cemetery, John Kapica, police chief.

Holiday Season Comes Early for 
Patriot and The Greenburgh Police 

Department’s K-9 Unit 

duties, conducts numerous 
demonstrations for schools, civic 
associations and local businesses.” 
   Taking part in the presentation 
at Greenburgh Police Department 
headquarters in addition to Detective 
Papovitch and Patriot were Chief 
of Police John Kapica, Special 
Operations Unit Commanding 
Officer Sgt. Anthony McVeigh, and 
Martin, who made the presentation. 
   This fall, Patriot and 
Detective Papovitch conducted 
a demonstration before the 
Cemetery’s blessing of the 
animals ceremony which was 
part of National Pet Memorial 
Day.  K9 Patriot was named by 
the second grade class of the 
Sacred Heart School in Hartsdale. 
   The cemetery began in 1896 when 

Dr. Samuel Johnson, a prominent 
Manhattan veterinarian, offered his 
rural Westchester apple orchard as a 
burial plot for a bereaved woman’s 
dog.  A reporter friend of Johnson’s 
heard the tale and did a story in 
a local paper, which prompted 
a flood of similar requests from 
grief-stricken pet owners.  Nearly 
70,000 animals since 1896 have 
been interred at the Hartsdale Pet 
Cemetery.  Last year 700 animals 
were buried and 31,000 animals 
were cremated there.

 
For additional information about 
Hartsdale Pet Cemetery call 914-
949-2583, or visit the Website at

 www.petcem.com. 

Brodsky Expands Inquiry into Public 
Subsidies of Sports Stadiums

tax increases?  We’re going to get 
answers to these questions.”
   He continued, “We have watched 
as across New York IDAs have 
become vehicles for special deals 
that don’t benefit the economy.  
It’s not just that we can’t afford 
these kinds of giveaways, it’s 
that we have important economic 
development work that doesn’t have 
the resources wasted on giveaways.  
The Assembly has been pushing to 
reform the system, and we’re going 

to get at the truth of the stadium 
deals.”
   The Chairman said he would make 
announcements about the next steps 
in the inquiry shortly.
   

A copy of the Committee’s 
Report is available at http://
www.assembly.state.ny.us/

mem/?ad=092&submit=Go.
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Yonkers, NY -- Homes and hope 
have arrived in the City of Yonkers 
in time for the holiday season. 
   Mayor Philip A. Amicone, 
joined by Federal, State and local 
elected officials, as well as more 
than 100 community leaders and 
residents, today presided over 
the grand opening of the Croton 
Heights Apartments – a brand-new, 
$23 million, 60-unit affordable 
rental community in southwest 
Yonkers that was developed by 
The Richman Group Development 
Corp. and will be managed by 
Landex Corporation. 
   Built on the site of an old, disused 
parking lot formerly owned by the 
Yonkers Parking Authority at 193 
Ashburton Avenue, the building 
features one-, two- and three-
bedroom rental units, and 1,500 
square feet of community space 
with a well-appointed community 
room, a state-of-the-art fitness 
facility, a resident computer center, 
broadband wiring, on-site storage 
space, parking and a children’s 
tot lot.  The complex is less than 
five minutes from City Hall, the 
Metro North train station, city 
bus transportation, the city’s 
new waterfront, as well as other 
redevelopment projects in Yonkers 
central business district.  
   On hand for the grand opening 
and the ceremonial presentation of 
a giant apartment key to the “first 
family of Croton Heights” – the 
Bates family – were Westchester 
County Executive Andrew Spano; 
Executive Director of the Municipal 
Housing Authority for the City of 
Yonkers Joseph Shuldiner; Assistant 
Commissioner of NYS Division of 
Housing and Community Renewal 
Office of Community Development 
Greg Watson; President and CEO of 
the Yonkers IDA Ellen Lynch; Todd 
A. Gomez, Senior Vice President of 
Community Development Banking 
at Bank of America; Affordable 
Housing Officer for Federal Home 
Loan Bank of New York Peter King 
and President of The Richman 
Group Development Corporation 
Kristin Miller.
   Mayor Amicone said, “The 
benefits of creating safe, affordable 
housing go well beyond bricks and 
mortar.  It creates jobs; encourages 
stability in our neighborhoods; 

Croton Heights Apartments Bring Sixty New  
Affordable Housing Units to Yonkers 

(Left-Right) Mayor Amicone, Renee Bates (the first family of the Croton Heights Apartment),  
Joe Shuldiner and Kristin Miller.

generates important tax revenues; 
sparks new investment; and, 
perhaps most important, restores 
pride in our great city.  I wish the 
Bates family and all their Croton 
Heights neighbors a wonderful life 
here, and hope we’ve helped make 
their holidays a little brighter.
   “I’d also like to congratulate 
and thank everyone whose efforts 
made Croton Heights a reality.  In 
particular, I’d like to single out 
Congresswoman Nita Lowey and 
Senators Schumer and Clinton 
who were instrumental in securing 
necessary federal funding,” added 
the Mayor. 
   The Croton Heights Apartments 
is part of the larger HOPE VI 
Revitalization Plan that also 
encompasses the demolition and 
redevelopment of the nearby 
Mulford Gardens, one of the first 
public housing projects built in the 
nation. HOPE VI is a federally-
funded program that seeks to replace 
severely distressed public housing 
projects occupied exclusively by 
poor families, with redesigned 
mixed-income housing.  Former 
tenants of Mulford Gardens, now 
in the demolition process, will 
receive first preference for HOPE 
VI housing in Yonkers. 
   To keep apartment rents affordable, 
the Yonkers IDA approved incentives 
for the developer including a real 
property tax agreement, mortgage 
tax exemptions, and sales and uses 
tax exemptions for construction.  
   Ms. Lynch said, “As the nation 
confronts the most challenging 
economic climate in recent 
history, Yonkers remains steadfast 
in its commitment to produce 
affordable housing, to rebuild 
entire neighborhoods, and to 
make a positive difference in 
our community.  Today marks 
another Yonkers milestone in the 
Amicone Administration’s efforts 
to transform and expand affordable 
housing and confirms that projects 
like the Croton Heights apartments 
are a top priority to the City.” 
   Other significant financing sources 
– public and private -- include 
the New York State Division of 
Housing and Community Renewal, 
New York State Housing Finance 
Agency, Bank of America, The 
Federal Home Loan Bank of 

New York, The Richman Group 
Affordable Housing Corporation, 
M&T Bank, Westchester County 
Planning and the US Department of 
Housing and Urban Development’s 
HOPE VI Program.
   “I am thrilled to mark the opening 
of the Croton Heights Apartments,” 
said Congresswoman Nita Lowey 
( D - We s t c h e s t e r / R o c k l a n d ) .  
“Ensuring access to safe and 
affordable housing is critical 
if communities are to develop 
economically, improve schools, and 
reduce crime.  I was pleased to help 
secure over $20 million in federal 
funding for the Yonkers Municipal 
Housing Authority to rebuild 
Croton Heights and undertake 
other revitalization projects, and I 
hope these efforts will benefit the 
community for years to come.”
   The Richman Group, a developer 
throughout the country, has a 
portfolio that includes a wide range 
of affordable and luxury residential 
housing. Richman and its affiliates 
have developed more than 10,000 
residential units and have the 
capacity to support an entire 
development process in-house from 
site selection through marketing 
and management, and in some cases 
construction services. 
   Ms. Miller said, “The completion 
of Croton Heights is a milestone for 
the City of Yonkers and its residents.  
The fact that it exists is due to the 
hard work and collaboration of all 
stakeholders including the Mayor, 
his staff, planning and zoning 
officials, the Building Department 
and most importantly the former 
residents of Mulford Gardens. The 
list of participants that have helped 
bring this development to fruition 
is long and impressive and without 
the help of each and everyone on it, 
this ceremony would not be taking 
place today. We would like to extend 
our deepest gratitude to each and 
everyone who has worked with us 
through this wonderful process.”
   Landex Corporation, a co-developer 
and the property management firm, 
specializes in the redevelopment and 
revitalization of communities using 
new urban designs and concepts.  
This is Landex’s sixth HOPE VI 
development.  The success of these 
developments is rooted in the public 
private partnerships that Landex 

works to forge with the city, state, 
federal government and local civic 
groups, local businesses, schools).
   Under the leadership of the 
Municipal Housing Authority of 
the City of Yonkers, and with the 
support of the IDA, the last five 
years has seen the completion of 
modernization and renovation 
programs totaling $80 million at the 
181-unit Jackson Terrace Herriot 
Street complex and at the 311-unit 
Parkledge complex at 220 Yonkers 
Avenue.  Numerous other affordable 
housing projects have been 
completed or are on the drawing 
board.  Among these are Whitney 
Young Manor, 195 affordable 
housing units, commercial space, 
and a Head Start facility, located 
at 358 Nepperhan Avenue, and the 
$22.4 million Father Pat Carroll 
Green project, with 62 two-
family units of moderate-income 
brownstone-style townhouses: one 
townhouse unit for the owner, the 
other for a rental tenant to help the 
owner pay the mortgage. 
   Mr. Shuldiner said, “The Amicone 
administration understands that 
providing a place to live is just 
half of the solution.  Along with 
decent, safe and affordable housing, 
we must provide opportunities 

for Yonkers residents to become 
self-sufficient and economically 
independent.  Croton Heights is one 
such model facility. The MHA is 
proud to be a partner with the city 
in making this the first of many 
success stories.”
   “I am proud that the New York 
State Housing Finance Agency 
was able to join with its partners 
in government and the private 
sector to help finance the Croton 
Heights Apartments in Yonkers,” 
said Priscilla Almodovar, HFA 
President and CEO. “This project 
creates 60 apartments that are safe 
and affordable and conveniently 
located near mass transit and 
downtown Yonkers. In these 
challenging economic times, it is 
more important than ever to use our 
resources wisely so we can create 
and preserve affordable housing for 
working families. This development 
also reinforces Governor David A. 
Paterson’s vision of making New 
York State a better place to live and 
work.”
   Residents at Croton Heights 
earn no more than 90% of the 
area median income adjusted by 
family size.  Rents range from 
$400 to $1,418 depending upon 
several factors. All applicants must 

qualify based on HUD regulations, 
Croton Heights Selection Plan 
and individual program eligibility.  
Landex Corp. is coordinating the 
leasing and application process. 
Rental information can be obtained 
by calling (914) 239-3488. 
   About Yonkers IDA:  Chaired 
by Yonkers Mayor Philip Amicone, 
Yonkers IDA is a public benefit 
corporation that provides a wide 
range of business development 
incentives to companies that choose 
to locate or expand in Yonkers. 
Since 1982 the Yonkers IDA has 
generated millions of dollars in 
private investment within the city. 
The IDA’s legislative charter allows 
it to offer businesses discretionary 
mortgage and sales tax exemptions, 
payments in lieu of taxes (PILOTs), 
and bonds for the tax exempt 
financing of business development. 
Yonkers IDA’s mission is to induce 
companies to invest their capital 
in major economic development 
projects that create jobs and 
increase the city’s tax base, thereby 
improving the quality of life for all 
Yonkers residents.

Go Ahead, Be a Scrooge
How the “Ebenezer Effect” Could Change Your Life

By Matthew Cossolotto

one important lesson we should 
all learn from Scrooge: Personal 
transformation can happen quickly, 
even overnight, if you believe it can 
and if you have the right motivation.   
   Another life-changing lesson 
is that we all have the ability to 
project ourselves into the future and 
imagine what people are likely to say 
about us after we’re gone. Scrooge 
almost waited until it was too late. 
The good news is you don’t have 
to wait for a ghostly escort service. 
You can take this journey anytime 
you want through the power of your 
own imagination.  
Write Your Own Eulogy
   As I describe in my book 
HabitForce!, there’s a great way 
to maximize the positive impact 
of this imaginary excursion to the 
future: Sit down, grab a pen and 
notepad, and write your own eulogy.   
   Say what? Yes, I know that 
to some this may sound a bit 
morbid. But I assure you it’s 
an extremely enlightening, 
worthwhile and motivating process.   
   Now, before you exclaim, 
“Bah, humbug!,” let me explain 
how this will benefit you.   
   They say nothing focuses the 
mind like the guillotine.  In the 
same vein, writing your own 
eulogy will help you jumpstart and 
sustain positive change in your life 
by establishing a clear blueprint 

for the life you want to lead, what 
you want to accomplish, what kind 
of person you aspire to be, and 
how you want to be remembered.   
   It’s important to put your life into 
perspective. First imagine what you 
think your friends and loved ones 
will say and think about you when 
you’re gone. Be brutally honest. 
There’s no point lying to yourself 
about this. Now imagine what you 
would WANT them to say and think 
about you. Is there a gap? Then start 
closing the gap right away, just as 
Scrooge did that Christmas morning. 
He had a lifetime of crotchetiness 
and selfishness for which to atone. 
But he had the courage to break 
the chain that linked him to his 
unhappy past. 
   As you write your eulogy, record 
your life’s accomplishments in 
the past tense. Did you write that 
book you’ve been talking about? 
Did you set a positive example? 
Did you donate and volunteer to 
help those less fortunate? Did you 
raise a wonderful family, start 
that business, travel the world, or 
learn another language? Did you 
make a positive difference to your 
family, your community, your 
country and the world at large? 
In short, did you live up to your 
potential or did you fall short?   
   Be as specific and concrete 
as possible. Don’t spare any 

details. It may be difficult, but 
try to see yourself as others see 
you. Don’t sugar coat things.   
   This eulogy exercise helps to 
focus the mind on long-term 
goals and on big questions about 
your life’s purpose. The sooner 
you write your eulogy, the better. 
Jacob Marley never got around 
to it and he ended up chained and 
condemned to eternal purgatory. 
Scrooge almost waited until it was 
too late. So don’t put it off. This is 
something you should do right now!   
A Mission Statement You Can’t 
Ignore
   Remember this. The eulogy you 
write today isn’t etched in stone like 
Scrooge’s name on that tombstone. 
You can always go back to the 
document periodically and make 
some edits, add new goals or even 
remove things that no longer apply. 
The main thing is to get something 
on paper that reflects your long-term 
goals, heartfelt values, and deepest 
principles. Those things shouldn’t 
change very much over time.   
   Basically, your written eulogy 
amounts to a uniquely powerful 
“mission statement” for your life, 
designed intentionally to get and 
keep your attention over time. Once 
written, this eulogy is a document 
that you ignore only at your peril.   
  
   At one point, Scrooge makes this 

pledge to the ghost of Christmas-
Yet-to-Come: “I will honor 
Christmas in my heart and I will try 
to keep its spirit all year. I will live in 
the Past, the Present and the Future. 
I will not forget the lessons that the 
Spirits of all three have taught me.”   
   Likewise, we should not forget 
the lessons Scrooge can teach us. 
In fact, Scrooge should be seen 
as one of the great literary role 
models for personal change.  He 
shows us that it’s never to late to 
change and that change can happen 
literally overnight.  There’s no 
time like the present to project 

yourself into the future, write 
your own eulogy, and harness the 
power of the “Ebenezer Effect.”   
   It’s a great way to clarify what’s 
most important to you and to set your 
life’s course in the direction you want 
it to take -- before it’s too late. You 
sure don’t want your written eulogy 
to be late for your own funeral.   
   So this holiday season, go ahead 
-- be a Scrooge!  

   Matthew Cossolotto, author of 
HabitForce! and All The World’s 

A Podium is founder and president 
of New York-based Ovations 

International 
(www.ovations.com).  

A member of the National 
Speakers Association, he conducts 

Podium Power! and FAILURE-
Proof Your Life™ programs 

for corporations, associations, 
nonprofit organizations, schools 

and community groups. 

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=cg6vb8bab.0.0.v4m9swbab.0&ts=S0216&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ovations.com
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beyond the mandated time frame 
without being required to take a test, 
or who had taken a test and failed, 
and continued to serve in their 
positions.  Gronowski stated, “The 
City of Yonkers has a habit of either 
failing to call for civil service tests 
for select employees, or immediately 
changing the position titles of those 
favored employees, if they do take 
and fail a test for their positions.  
At that time, the administration 
criticized Gronowski, boasting 
of its drastic reduction in illegal 
provisional employees.  However, 
Gronowski states that with the 
critical financial crisis and job 
eliminations facing Yonkers, almost 
isn’t good enough.  She stated that 
when she discussed the matter with 
mayoral spokesman Dave Simpson 
during that time, particularly citing 
the years-long provisional status 
of Lorraine Lopez, Simpson told 
her “she [Lopez] could never pass 
a civil service test”, as if that were 

Councilwoman Gronowski Asserts Proposed 
Layoffs Exclude Many Illegal Employees

an excuse for circumventing civil 
service law.  Gronowski stated, 
“Ms. Lopez has served for years 
as a provisional employee, most 
recently holding the position title 
of Special Assistant to the Mayor – 
Community, without having taken 
any civil service tests”.  According 
to November 2008 payroll records 
Gronowski requested through the 
Freedom of Information Act, Ms. 
Lopez appears to have had a title 
change to Special Assistant to the 
Mayor – Minority Affairs – yet 
another provisional title.  Gronowski 
added, “These tactics are an insult 
to every Yonkers resident who takes 
a civil service test in good faith and 
for all intents and purposes, has 
very little chance of getting a fair 
shake for the position”.  Another 
slap in the taxpayers’ face is the city 
car assigned to these employees. 
   Gronowski questioned the Mayor 
about this issue at last week’s city 
council briefing on the proposed 

layoffs, stating that the Mayor 
attributed any lack of testing to 
New York State, further claiming 
that the City of Yonkers had done 
its part to request tests for any 
provisional employees through 
the years.  Gronowski expressed 
doubts that the state could possibly 
fail to call for civil service test 
for dozens of Yonkers provisional 
employees, year after year, further 
calling for the Mayor to provide 
this documentation to the City 
Council as soon as possible.  She 
added, “I have submitted Freedom 
of Information requests for various 
information these past few months, 
and the typical 5 to 20 business-day 
turnaround time is unacceptable 
at this point in time.  Gronowski 
further added, “The city charged me 
$16.25 for the November payroll 
records I requested.  I’m sure it 
will buy a few gallons of gas for 
someone’s city car.” 

   The Bronxville Planning Board 
recently submitted its draft 
“Community Plan”, a policy guide 
for future development in the 
Village, to the Board of Trustees for 
review and public comment. 
   In addition to suggestions to guide 
development, the Plan also provides 
historical and current data on the 
physical, economic and social 
conditions of the Village.  It is an 
extremely informative document 
that we will make available on 
our website and hardcopy upon its 
finalization.  The Trustees thank the 
Planning Board Chairman, Donald 
Henderson, Sub-committee Chair, 
Eric Blessing, and Board members 
Anna Longobardo, Maryann 
Palermo, Adrienne Smith and 
James Murray as well as Design 
Review Committee members Anna 
Longobardo, Chair, and Jeffrey 
Faville and John Colquhoun.  
They spent countless volunteer 
hours producing a comprehensive, 
forward looking and professional 
document. 
   The Plan begins by tracing 
Village history from our roots as 
a prosperous farm community in 
the 18th century to our role as a 
commercial center with tannery 
and cutlery factories adjacent 
to the railroad.  The post World 
War I housing boom ultimately 
transformed the Village into the 
suburban community it is today. 
   The report is replete with very 
interesting facts about our one 
square mile.  In contrast to the Town 
and County, our population has 
declined in the past few years from 
6,543 in 2000 to 6,486 in 2006.  
This trend actually maintained a 
decline that began in the 1960’s 
which continues uninterrupted save 
for a period during the 1990’s. 
   The median age of our population 

Mayor’s Column 
By Mary C. Marvin

Mayor of the Village of Bronxville

also fell from 38.8 to 38.3 due in 
part to the growth in the under 18 
population and a corresponding 
decrease in the over 65 sector.  The 
share of the under 18 population 
rose from 22% in 1990 to 29% 
in 2000.  Concurrently, the 65+ 
population decreased from 16% in 
1990 to 12% in 2000 according to 
Federal census data. 
   We now have approximately 
2,300 households, 60% of which 
are single family homes, but over 
10,000 area residents use Bronxville 
as their post office address. 
   Most residents commute to 
work by rail with the majority 
working in three industry sectors – 
finance, insurance and real estate.  
Approximately 50% of all married 
couples have children under 18 and 
one quarter of our residents live in 
rental housing. 
   The Bronxville School had a 
total enrollment of 1,543 in the 
2006-2007 school year, an increase 
of 5.3% from the 2002-2003 
enrollment, though in the past the 
school has accommodated as many 
as 1,600 students.  Approximately 
half of the enrollment is in the K to 
5 Elementary School. 
   The Village is home to five 
churches and a 290 bed hospital that 
provides emergency care to over 
35,000 patients per year.  Our tax 
exempt properties occupy 97 acres 
or 19.8% of the Villages buildable 

property. 
In addition to the historical 
comparisons, an integral mission of 
the Community Plan is to provide 
guidance on how to maintain the 
character of our Village. 
   For example, in response to the 
increasing concern in the past five 
years that some housing additions 
may be incompatible in scale and 
character to Village neighborhoods, 
the Committee recommends that 
we revisit zoning regulations 
relating to tear downs and out of 
scale development by making the 
floor area to open land ratio more 
stringent. 
   In an effort to further preserve open 
space and neighborhood character, 
the Committee recommends 
possible site plan approval for 
significant excavations, earth 
moving and retaining walls and/or 
requiring that a specified percentage 
of each residential property site be 
an open permeable surface. 
   Predicting that “green” structures 
such as solar power and wind power 
devices will become more prevalent 
in residential areas, the Plan 
suggests standards be set to govern 
their aesthetic and noise impacts.  
Also, in this category is the need 
for standards relating to the size and 
placement of air conditioning units 
and auxiliary generators. 
   Upon its completion, the 
Community Plan will serve as 
both a guide and a blueprint for 
action for the Board of Trustees.  
We held a public hearing on the 
draft document at the December 
Trustees meeting and we continue 
to welcome additional public 
comment.  Hard copies of the draft 
are available at Village for public 
review.

  Once again, three villages in the 
Rivertowns are displaying public 
Menorahs, sponsored by Chabad of 
the Rivertowns.  
   The Menorah in Dobbs Ferry is 
located in the corner or Cedar and 
Main Street.  
   The Menorah in Ardsley is located 
in Legions Park (corner of Ashford 
Ave. & Saw Mill River Rd.)
   The Menorah in Hastings-on-
Hudson is located in front of 
the VFW on Warburton Ave. 
   Chabad will be hosting community 

Menorah lightings; Monday, 
December 22nd, 7:00 p.m. in Dobbs 
Ferry, and Tuesday, December 

Menorah Lightings in the Rivertowns
23rd, 7:00 p.m. in Ardsley, and 
Wednesday, December 24th, 
7:00pm in Hastings-on-Hudson. 
   There will be live music, latkes 
(potato pancakes), donuts and 
lots of holiday spirit. Everyone is 
invited to join in the celebration for 
no charge.

  For more information on the 
Chanukah events, and other 
Chabad of the Rivertowns 

programs, visit www.chabadrt.
com or contact Rabbi Silverman at 

(914) 693-6100. 

   On Thursday, December 25th, 
the fourth day of Chanukah, from 
1:00 – 3:00 PM, families from 
the area will converge on the 
Westchester Skating Academy 
for the ultimate celebration of 
Chanukah – “Chanukah on Ice”! A 
unique event of non-stop action and 
activities for all ages, skaters and 
non-skaters alike, co-sponsored by 
Chabad of Dobbs Ferry and Chabad 
of Briarcliff. 

Chanukah on Ice
   “Chanukah on Ice” will include 
plenty of time for open skating 
where children and adults can 
ice skate to contemporary Jewish 
music and classic Chanukah songs. 
During the skating, a professional 
ice sculptor will carve a giant six-
foot tall Menorah out of a huge 
block of ice in front of your eyes! 
Once completed you can watch 
with excitement as it is actually lit 
during the festivities! 

   “Chanukah on Ice” is open to the 
entire community and will take place 
at “Westchester Skating Academy” 
91 Fairview Park Drive, Elmsford, 
NY. Admission is $10 in advance 
or $13 at the door and includes 
skate rental. (Non-skaters are $5 in 
advance or $7 at the door).

   For more information visit 
www.chabadrt.com or contact 

Rabbi Silverman at 
(914) 693-6100. 

A Christmas Letter from the Front 
Lines in Iraq

By Chuck Norris

   There’s no better feeling for Amer-
ican military personnel in a far away 
land than to receive a letter from a 
loved one. But this is close compe-
tition. It’s a letter to you, me and all 
Americans, from an executive of-
ficer in our armed forces from the 
front lines in Mosul, Iraq.
   As the cavalry troop commander, 
Lightning Troop, 3rd Squadron, 3rd 
Armored Cavalry Regiment, and 
nearing the completion of his third 
tour of Iraq, Capt. Hunter Bowers 
is an exemplary model of a soldier 
and a fine representation of the 
quality personnel we have defend-
ing our country. He has been serv-
ing for more than a year now in the 
last bastion of al-Qaida in Iraq (Mo-
sul), the progress of which I wrote 
about in my last column as “The 
most overlooked news story of 
2008.” His Christmas greeting from 
the front lines not only strengthens 
what I wrote, but it is reinforced it-
self by the fact that just before send-
ing me this letter, he and his troops 
returned from another humanitarian 
aid mission in which they handed 
out 2,000 more pounds of food to a 
poor neighborhood in Mosul.
   Thank you for taking the time to 
write us, Capt. Bowers. Your words 

comfort our hearts and give us (as 
you say) “the real story in Iraq” and 

especially the good our service men 
and women are doing there right 
now. Maybe with your letter we can 
at last inform all Americans and 
align all of mainstream media with 
the truths of your progress.
   God bless you and all who serve 
this Christmas season!
Your friend, Chuck Norris

December 2008

   Dear families, friends and all 
Americans,
   During this Christmas season I 
would like to take the time to ex-
press my deepest thanks for your 
wishes, praises and concerns for 
our troopers here in Mosul, Iraq.
   The holiday season is a time of 
giving, rejoicing, thanks and most 
of all family. Although we are 
thousands of miles away from our 
families, we will be thinking of our 
families and friends and will still 
participate in the same seasonal 
holidays and activities. We have 
many things to be thankful for dur-
ing this time. These things range 
in everything from family, friends, 
supporters of our cause, each other, 
our country and her free citizens, 
and most of all, the success we have 
had here in Iraq.
   During this past week, Chuck Nor-
ris wrote a column speaking of the 
success of Iraq and what the reality 
of it is and how it is portrayed in 
the media. Some media outlets only 
portray the violence of Iraq and that 
is fine, but I want to tell you that 
there are far more nonviolent acts 
than violent. There are daily meet-
ings with local sheiks, mukhtars, 
civic leaders and politicians, as 
well as humanitarian aid and civil 
affair missions that have helped 
shape Mosul into a better place to-
day for the civilians. Our troop has 
conducted more civil affair and hu-

manitarian aid missions than I can 
ever recall my entire last battalion 
having done here in my two previ-
ous tours in Iraq.
   Let me be the first to tell you, as 
a cavalry troop commander on the 
ground, that we have been very 
successful here in Mosul. Success 
can be measured in many ways. I 
measure the success of my ground 
cavalry troop by the day-to-day 
dealings and patrols that we con-
duct with the Iraqi army, police and 
most of all, local civilians. Since 
we arrived here in November 2007 
we have seen a drastic difference 
in Mosul. When we first arrived in 
Mosul, there were very few Iraqi 
army and police units conducting 
operations, civilians did not move 
about the city freely, and most of 
all, the total number of daily inci-
dents of insurgent attacks was out-
rageous. This is not true today.
   Capt. Bower’s soldiers work with 
Iraqi security forces to bring food to 
poor areas in Mosul, Iraq 
   When one traverses the city of 
Mosul now, they notice the amount 
of civilians that are moving freely 
about the city. This is because they 
now feel safe and have had security 
provided to them by their own Iraqi 
Security Forces. Attacks are way 
down in numbers compared to this 
time last year, and now a large ma-

jority of ISF operations are being 
conducted jointly between the Iraqi 
army and police. When our unit 
arrived in Iraq, our mission was 
to provide security to the civilians 
while at the same time, ridding the 
city of insurgents. Although the city 
is not totally free of insurgents, the 
amount of them and their freedom 
to conduct attacks is severely ham-
pered. With Iraqi army and police 
forces in the lead, we have been 
able to establish a very competent 
security force for Mosul. The Iraqi 
army and police’s ability to plan 
and conduct operations with U.S. 
forces in a follow-and-support role, 
has led to this success.
   This aforementioned success was 
obviously not something that hap-
pened over night. This success is 
the result of many man hours and 
sacrifices made by not only our Co-
alition Force soldiers, but also by 
all Iraqi Security Forces as well. 
We have spent countless hours 
helping them to construct new traf-
fic control points, outposts all over 
the city, as well as joint operations. 
We have also developed relation-
ships with not only the ISF leaders 
but the local leaders and civilians 
as well. They have our trust and 
know that the ISF will prevail in the 
overall mission, even after coalition 
forces pull out of Iraq.
   This success is what I wish that 
everyone could see. It is not nearly 
as enticing as violence, which leads 
in the media, but it is the real story 
here in Iraq. I just hope that you 
spread the word of what the real 
story is here in Iraq, and that is that 
the Iraqi army and police are doing 
a tremendous job and that it is not 
without the hard work and dedica-
tion of our soldiers. Our soldiers are 
dedicated to the mission and their 
duty. They understand that the hard-
er they work now, the more likely 

they will not have to come back to 
Iraq in years to come.
   It is for these reasons and this 
success that we must be thankful. 
It is also something you should to 
be thankful for during this holiday 
season. Please continue to support 
our troops, and from here in Mosul, 
Iraq, and on behalf of the 3rd Ar-
mored Cavalry Regiment, we wish 
you all a happy holiday season and 
look forward to a safe return in the 
coming weeks.
   I would also like to extend my sea-
sonal greetings and love to my fam-
ily and friends. I also extend those 
wishes to all of my troopers’ fami-
lies. I also wish my immediate fam-
ily, Patti and Ken Johnson, Tom and 
Barbara Bowers and Kat and Paul 
Connerty happy holidays as well. I 
would especially like to thank my 
wife, Lyza, for all her love and sup-
port, for this is our fourth holiday 
season to be apart since 2002.

Merry Christmas America,

Capt. Hunter Bowers

Lightning Troop, 3rd Squadron, 3d 
Armored Cavalry Regiment

Reprinted with permission.

http://www.chabadrt.com
http://www.chabadrt.com
http://www.chabadrt.com
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Movies

Movie Review:  “Quantum of 
Solace” (-) 
   The film, which takes place in 
several locations including Italy, 
Austria, Haiti and Bolivia, South 
America, is filled with beautiful 
scenery and lots of action including 
chase scenes, high-tech explosions, 
and murders.  I expected it to 
add up to one fantastic movie but 
instead found it downright boring.  
Shakespeare’s words uttered by 
Macbeth, “It is a tale told by an 
idiot, full of sound 
and fury, signifying 
nothing,” apply to 
this picture.  
   James Bond 
(Daniel Craig) 
takes on a leader 
of the Quantum 
o r g a n i z a t i o n , 
Dominic Greene 
(Mathieu Amalric), 
who plots to 
control the supply 
of fresh water in 
Boliva.  Other 
major characters 
include a Bolivian 
agent, Camille 

Have A Seat: Movie Reviews
By Edward I. Koch

(Olga Kurylenko), former Bolivian 
leader, General Medrano (Joaquin 
Cosio), CIA agent Felix Leiter 
(Jeffrey Wright), and head of the 
British Foreign Intelligence, M 
(Judi Dench). 
   None of the cast members are 
outstanding in their performances, 
and there are absolutely no sparks 
between Craig and Kurylenko.  
Craig plays the role of Bond 
much too seriously which results 
in a boring performance.  Former 

Bond portrayers - Sean Connery, 
Roger Moore and 
Pierce Brosnan 
– came across 
as very cultured 
and sardonic 
and performed 
whatever they 
were doing as 
a spoof which 
made the films so 
enjoyable.   
   It’s either time to 

retire Bond, get 
another actor to 
portray him, or find 
a first-rate writer 
to create a better 
storyline.  Until that 
happens, find another 
movie to see.
 
Movie Review:  “The 
Boy in the Striped 
Pajamas”  (-)
   The film, directed 
by Mark Herman 
and based on a novel 

by John Boyne, sends a message 
to its viewers 
that many 
i n d i v i d u a l s 
involved in 
carrying out 
Hitler’s Final 
S o l u t i o n , 
were ordinary, 
likable people 
before the 
horror began.
   Eight-year-

old Bruno (Asa 
Butterfield) lives in 
Berlin with father 
(David Thewlis) 
a Nazi officer, 
his mother (Vera 
Farmiga), and teenage 
sister, Maria (Cara 
Horgan).  When the 
father is called to a 
new assignment as 
head of a work camp 
for Jews, Bruno’s 
grandmother (Sheila 
Hancock) makes 

political comments that cause her 
son to caution her.  
   The family moves to a modern 
house in the country located outside 
a barbed-wire camp which quickly 
becomes an attraction to Bruno.  
Behind the wire he meets a boy in 
“pajamas,” Shmuel (Jack Scanlon), 
and the two become friends.  I won’t 
reveal more of the plot so as not to 
spoil the film for you, but I will say 
that the events are all telegraphed 
long in advance and come with 

little surprise or shock.  
   If the movie’s intended message 
is that those who took part in 
some of the greatest violence ever 
perpetrated against a group of 
people – men, women and children 
– were not themselves monsters but 
rather caught up in circumstances 
beyond their control, it failed.  
Historians have written that anyone 
who refused to participate in the 
concentration camps as guards 
were never subject to physical 

punishment, so they 
were able to choose 
a different road.  To 
suggest that Bruno, 
a bright child, never 
comprehended that 
he was looking at 
inmates locked in a 
prison camp is simply 
ludicrous.   So, while 
the movie is well 
made and well acted, 
in my opinion it isn’t 
worth your time.  
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Automotive
Shifting Gears

Infiniti’s Road Running Home Away from Home

By Roger Witherspoon

Roger Witherspoon is automotive 
columnist to the Dallas Examiner, 
Westchester Times Tribune, and 
Yonkers Tribune, among others.

one carrying dinner. I hit the button 
on the rear camera and saw the furry 
tails bob into the brush on the other 
side of the road, and I continued on 
home. 
   There are advantages to driving 
a crossover which truly is one – 
an SUV built on the platform of a 
sedan which, in a pinch, maneuvers 
and feels like a sports car. It is a 
segment of the industry which 
Nissan more or less invented with 
its smaller, Nissan Murano, and has 
expanded with its upscale, Infiniti 
FX, which shares a frame with its 
luxury sport sedan, the M45. In this 
case the FX provides the room and 
height of a mid-sized SUV, as well 
as the luxury and the performance 
you might expect from a $54,000 
sedan.
   Well, most of the performance 
of the sedan. Under the hood, the 
FX 35 has a 303-horsepower V-6 
engine which is not going to let 
you drag race, as you can with the 
sedan. But it is more than enough 
power to push the FX speedometer 
into the triple digits or easily tow 
2,000 pounds of cargo. And if you 
are traveling above the posted speed 
limit, the FX is balanced enough 
that you do not feel as if you are  
about to lose control and roll off of 
its 20-inch wheels at every curve. 
There is a big brother version of 
the FX 35, the FX 50, which has 
larger wheels, a 390-horsepower 
V-8 engine, can tow 1,500 pounds 
more than the FX-35, and earn you 
an even stiffer traffic summons if 
you are heavy footed.
   Outside, the design of the FX is 
unique. “Why does it have such big 
hips?” asked one female observer.
   Why indeed. The Infiniti FX 
does have, outside, this wide, bold, 
broad stance with flaring wheel 
wells indicating something big 
underneath – a trick of the eye 
intended to entice more male buyers 
to this upscale vehicle. But, when 
you look at the FX, the wheels are 
those of a regular family sized 
sedan, and not particularly wide, 
either. But the appeal to men is 
there, from the aggressive slashing 
xenon headlights which turn in the 
direction of the wheel, through its 
low, wavy, racing profile, to the 
slashing tail lights.
   But inside, there was nothing 
particularly masculine about it, 
except that it seems spacious, and 
you sit high as if you are in a gas 
guzzling SUV instead of a more 
modest, six-cylinder crossover 
sedan. The seats are comfortable, 
wide, deep, spacious, powered, 
feature cross-stitched leather, can 
be heated, and have power lumbar 
supports to sooth older backs. For 
those who are passengers, there is 
ample room in the back for those 
well over six feet in height without 

sacrificing their heads, knees or 
feet.
   There are the refined touches, like 
the maple wood trim on the dash, 
the console, and in wide patches on 
the door flanked by more leather 
trim. And a few thoughtful touches, 
such as cutouts on the console 
to hold two cell phones which 
are easily mated to the Bluetooth 
communications system. There is 
a split level storage bin under the 
wide, leather arm rest and four 
12-volt outlets for recharging the 
phones or powering other items.
   On the electronic side, the 
information center is set in an 
8-inch touch screen which makes 
every function easily accessible 
and understandable. It houses a 
navigation system which is among 
the easiest and most complete to use, 
on or off the road. But this is also 
responsive to voice commands.
   There are a number of electronic 
safety features built into the FX, 
beginning with the cameras.  
The FX provides two views 
automatically when you place the 
car into reverse: a straight rear view, 
and an overhead view of the entire 
car showing what objects are in 
range of the door if it were opened. 
At the push of a button, however, 
you can switch the rear view to a 
forward view – something which is 
handy if you are trying to parallel 
park into a tight space. The side 
view is also helpful in parking lots, 
where toddlers may be strolling by 
who are too small for you to see 
through the expansive windows. 
The rear and front camera can also 
be used when the car is moving, a 
feature you don’t usually find, but 
one which may be helpful if you 
think the car gaining on you from 
behind is moving erratically. 
   Among the fingertip controls on 
the adjustable leather steering wheel 
is an adaptive cruise control, which 
lets you set both speed and distance 
between the FX and any car in front 
of you.  If you are gaining on a 
vehicle, the FX will automatically 
match speeds until the slower car 
is out of the way, and then it will 
resume the preset speed.
   For entertainment, the FX 35 
features a 9.3 GB music box 
hard drive working with the 
entertainment system so you can 
download a few hundred of your 
favorites CDs and have, essentially, 
an in-house, rolling iPod. The 
music will float over a Bose sound 
system with 11 speakers and 2 
subwoofers. There is only a single 
CD player, but that is mostly to 
let you record onto the music box, 
along with the USB port, and iPod 
and MP3 connections. In addition 
to the music of your choice, the FX 
has XM satellite radio and mates 
this to the navigation system with 
Real Time Traffic, thus allowing 
motorists to bypass the worst of the 

rush hour delays.
   The FX35 is the antidote to 
vehicles which draw the query “Are 
we there, yet?” With the FX, you’re 
always eager for another, longer 
ride.

2009 Infiniti FX 35 AWD 
MSRP:      $53,915

EPA Mileage: 16 MPG City;
21 MPG Highway

As Tested Mileage: 14.6 MPG 
Mixed

Towing Capacity: 2,000 Pounds 

Performance / Safety: 
   3.5-Liter DOHC aluminum V-6 
engine producing 303 horsepower 
and 262 pound-feet of torque; 
7-speed automatic overdrive 
transmission with manual shift and 
snow mode; All wheel drive; front & 
rear vented disc brakes;  independent 
double-wishbone front & multi-
link rear suspension; 20” split 
5-spoke  aluminum alloy wheels; 
xenon headlights and adaptive front 
lighting system; integrated front fog 
lights; magnesium paddle shifts; 
brake assist; forward collision 
warning; lane departure warning 
system; distance control; around-
view monitor and backup camera; 
dual stage supplemental airbags; 
roof mounted curtain side-impact 
air bags w/rollover sensor; traction 
control system. 

Interior / Comfort:  
   AM/FM/XM satellite radio; 
navigation system with real time 
traffic; 9.3 GB MusicBox hard 
drive and compact flash slot; single 
CD player in dash; iPod and MP3 
connection; 8-inch color touch 
screen display; Bose premium 
audio system with 11 speakers and 
2 subwoofers; steering wheel audio 
controls; Bluetooth connection; 
power, heated front seats; power 
sunroof; tilt, telescope steering 
wheel; quilted leather seats.

From Page 1



DECEMBER 18, 2008PAGE 10 WESTCHESTER TIMES TRIBUNE

Riverdale Rising Stars

Advertise in the
WestchesterTimes Tribune

914-562-0834
WTTads@gmail.com


