
see Hezitorial Pg. 2

Tuskegee Airmen
Page 7

Dublin Meeting
Page 6

Board of Legislators
Page 2

WESTCHESTER TIMES TRIBUNE
April 12, 2007Volume 2 • Number 32

BRIEFING Your World; Our Beat™ • www.WestchesterTimesTribune.Typepad.com

A&E
Pg. 1

AUTOMOTIVE
Pg. 4

BUSINESS
Pgs. 1, 3 

COMMUNITY
Pgs. 1, 6

EDUCATION
Pg. 7

ENVIRONMENT
Pg. 7

HEZITORIAL
Pg. 1

JASON 
GOOLJAR

Pg. 2

GOVERNMENT
Pgs. 5, 7

HEALTH
Pg. 7

LIKE 
KLOCKWORK

Pg. 3

NEW YORK CIVIC
Pg. 1

OP-ED
Pgs. 1, 2, 3

WEIR 
ONLY HUMAN

Pg. 2

Advertise
in
the

Westchester
Times Tribune.

e-mail inquiries to:

WTTads@gmail.com

or

call:
914-378-1433 

Ext. 235

see What They Think pg. 2

New York Civic

By Henry J. Stern

   The State budget was adopted 
Sunday, a few hours after the 
Constitutional deadline, but that’s 
“good enough for government 
work.” - Rule 27-G.    A wash of 
commentaries followed the 
conclusion of the legislative 
process.  We are going to link to 
them and will withhold our own 
opinion as long as we can.  
   The Times reported that the budget 
was literally hot of the presses when 
the telephone-book size document 
was placed on the members’ desks.  
Obviously, the legislators, and a 
fortiori, the public, had no chance 
to read it.  But if they had been able 
to and did in fact read it, that would 
probably have made no difference, 
because there was a consensus to 
meet the Constitutional requirement 
(or target) of April 1.  The same 
thing happened when I was a City 
Councilmember (1974-83); the 
leaders decided on the budget, and 
the members voted to adopt it, 
whether they had seen it or not. 
   The initial press comments were 
negative on the role of Governor 
Spitzer with regard to the budget.  
Michael Goodwin of the News, 
writing on Sunday said: SPITZER 
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NEEDS A DO-OVER; Albany 
Moves Backward in First 100 Days.  
Goodwin’s lede: 
   “Given the poor start to Eliot 
Spitzer’s term, there are two 
possible explanations to what went 
wrong.  First, his campaign was a 
fraud, filled with promises he never 
intended to keep.  Or, second, the 
Boy Governor is in over his head 
and is not yet up to the job. 
   “I vote for the second because the 
first option is too frightening to 
contemplate.  The second leaves 
him room for growth and us room 
for hope.  Either way, however, the 
question is the same: What do we 
do now?  In the spirit of spring, I 
say we extend a golfer’s courtesy to 
the governor: Let’s give him a 

mulligan.  Let’s chalk his first 100 
days up to inexperience and poor 
judgment and allow him to begin 
again. 
    “Even those on the receiving end 
of Spitzer’s half truths and boorish 
tantrums should agree to the do-
over.  The severe problems we face 
must be confronted, and it will do 
no New Yorker any good if the state 
moves backward for the next four 
years...        
  The Post’s Fred Dicker slammed 
the governor Monday with a news 
analysis on p2 headed: DEAR 
ELIOT; YOU IGNORED SOUND 
ADVICE.  In this case, Dicker 
referred to the advice he had given 
Spitzer (and his readers) in a 
November letter. “Maybe if you 
had taken some of my suggestions,” 
Dicker wrote, “you could have 
avoided the disturbing, business-as-
usual mess that engulfed and 
embarrassed our state during the 
past week -- as you desperately 
abandoned y our reform pledges in 
an unsuccessful attempt to get an 
on-time a budget.”
   “Frankly, the price paid for your 
failure, in terms of the public’s 
money and the severe damage to 

By Hezi Aris
   
   The catalyst that 
stirred Yonkers from 
a state of slumber to 
one of trepidation 
continues to feed 
the political milieu 
that defines the City 
of Hills, where it is 
now being revealed; 
perhaps too much may 
not be on the level.
   March 2, 2007 was 
the day that may prove to be the day 
that will have changed the course 
of Yonkers. It was on that day, 
Yonkers City Council President 
Chuck Lesnick, as titular head of 
the legislative body of the Yonkers 
City Council was demanded to 
respond to a subpoena issued by 
the U.S. Attorney’s Office. The 
subpoena demanded all written, 
audio, and video archives spanning 
the years 2004 to the present. Once 
divulged, all form of speculation, 
conjecture, opinion, innuendo, 
and more became the frenzied 
chatter within Yonkers and beyond. 
Adding to the frenzy, days later, 
was a second subpoena; this one 
directed toward the Yonkers Board 
of Ethics, specifically demanding 
financial disclosure forms filed by 
Zehy Jereis.
   While legal demands were 
presented as delineated above, Mayor 
Phil Amicone’s disenchantment 
with Yonkers Republican City 
Committee Chairman Zehy Jereis 
came out from behind closed doors 
to the open. Republican ward leader 
Carlo Calvi, Richard Barbato, 
Councilmember John Murtagh, 

Throwing the Babies Out 
with the Bath Water

among others, acting 
mostly as surrogates for 
City Hall, challenged 
Jereis’ leadership of 
the Yonkers GOP. 
The allegations soon 
sputtered into a flaccid 
attempt. The hierarchy, 
with Zehy Jereis 
ensconced as chairman 
was maintained; 
infused with greater 
resentment for Mayor 

Amicone.
   The challenge to Jereis’ supremacy 
of the GOP was presented Mayor 
Amicone by the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office. While the first challenge 
failed, the scenario for future assault 
on Jereis was in place.
   Media was engaged to carry 
the message of “guilty” before its 
having been proven in a court of 
law. Despite that, the mantle of 
speculation and innuendo would 
insinuate itself into the reportage 
of The Journal News, Cable News 
12 Westchester, The Home News 
& Time, among others, who would 
attempt to become recognized by 
City Hall.
   At first, Yonkers atrophied under 
the scrutiny; then showing its 
well-earned mettle, it struck back 
by questioning the veracity of the 
respective subpoenas; reveling 
in taking sides in a situation 
that had some choose to support 
Mayor Amicone, others taking to 
supporting Jereis, while others 
awaited more facts before making 
the decision public.
   Returning to its groove, 
Yonkers then became witness to 

SLEEPY HOLLOW, NY -- Sheep 
anxious to lose their winter coats 
will be shorn by hand in the style 
of the 18th century at Philipsburg 
Manor’s Sheep-to-Shawl festival, 
taking place Saturday and Sunday, 
April 21-22, from 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
   Visitors can see the entire process 
of making woolen cloth and 
participate in many stages of the 
process once the sheep are sheared: 
picking and carding the wool, 
spinning and dyeing the yarn, and 
weaving it into cloth. Interpreters, 

Shaggy Sheep 
Sheared at 
Sheep-to-

Shawl Festival

By Hezi Aris
YONKERS, NY – It was Friday last 
when all the public so inclined came 
to attend REMI Companies’ founder 
Erik A. Kaiser’s presentation of 
the much anticipated plans to 
rejuvenate the stilled Glenwood 
Power Plant. The Glenwood project 
would transform the Power Plant 
switch house into a contemporary 
art museum with residential 
units above. 
Gone would be 
the towering 
chimney stacks 
that enhanced its 
unique look; in its 
place something 
more. It is called 
BETTER.
   The BETTER 
at Glenwood 
was designed by 
world renowned 
architect Will 
Alsop and 
founded on 
principles of 
e x c e l l e n c e 
envisioned for BETTER at 
Glenwood by developer Erik 
Kaiser. “I’m really excited,” said 
Alsop. “Not only is this my first 
building in the US but I have the 
opportunity to build on a river, 
adjacent to a World class city with 
a client that is enthusiastic about 
creating a carbon-free building.”
   As some in Yonkers mourn the 
passing of the Glenwood Power 
Plant, others will delight in the 

Metamorphoses of Glenwood Power 
Plant to BETTER at Glenwood

second chance at life the Glenwood 
project transformation will take 
“BETTER at Glenwood will serve 
as a model that will change the 
character of the Hudson River 
and elevate the cachet of Yonkers. 
Yonkers deserves world class 
architecture and New York’s first 
carbon-free building”, said Erik 
Kaiser of REMI Companies.
   The Hudson River Museum was 

the venue for the presentation. It was 
comfortably attired, anticipating 
high attendance. Approximately 75 
people came. They relaxed with a 
glass of wine or a bottle of beer.
   The project has seemingly been 
in development over a three-year 
period. During that protracted 
period, not all in Yonkers were 
permitted access to the impact 
of its undertaking. Perhaps the 
developer will recognize to be as 

open to the entire community of 
Yonkers as he portends to be to 
the playful and whimsical styles 
incorporated in Alsop’s renderings. 
If this presentation is to be accepted 
as an initial “outing,” then REMI 
Companies, and their partners 
displayed an ingratiating manner, 
devoid of the confrontational 
demeanor too often witnessed at 
such proceedings. Such tactfulness, 

devoid of any 
behind the scenes 
deals, may prove 
to be worthy of 
being recognized 
as “BETTER” all 
around.
   SMC ALSOP is 
an award winning 
architectural firm 
with offices in 
London, Toronto, 
Beijing, Shanghai 
and Singapore. 
Alsop won the 
p r e s t i g i o u s 
RIBA Stirling 
Prize in 2000 

and was awarded the 2004 
RIBA Worldwide Award and the 
City of Toronto Urban Design 
Award in 2006 for the Toronto 
OCAD Sharp Centre for Design. 
    Founded in 1994 by Erik A. 
Kaiser, REMI Companies are 
a forward thinking, real estate 
investment, development and 
management company.

By Phyllis C. Murray
J’ai faim

Will my sorrow
linger until tomorrow

J’ai faim
Will my hands, extended  open

Close around nothingness
Once more
J’ai faim

 
Could the sky    part

long enough
To emit

Its heavenly grail
Once more?

J’ai faim
Turn away

Do not stare
I’m but a torn  silhouette

of yesterday
The ghost of tomorrow.

    Today, we know that  Darfuri 
children, even in the refugee camps, 
are malnourished and starving 
to death. And many  workers in 
Darfur are not given access to 
many areas in Darfur. The Sudan 
government will not allow United 
Nations forces to enter Sudan. And 
the plight of the people in Darfur 

Darfur On My Mind
Genocide in the 21st Century

is repeated throughout the world. 
World violence and world hunger 
are the nightmares of the 21st 
Century. How will it end?
   During the  Holy Season, let 
us pray that we are enabled 
to comprehend the  sufferings of 
our brothers and sisters throughout 
the world as we commemorate 
and celebrate ...the sufferings, 
death and resurrection of Jesus.  
Let us give  support to  the 
missionary work our places of 
worship provide throughout the 
world. This is my prayer... For there 
but for the Grace of God go I.

WHITE PLAINS,  NY -- Soft 
flowing, vivid fabrics against the 
stark white marble floor of the 
Grand Banking Room made a 
striking statement when members 
of the Academy of Our Lady of 
Good Counsel’s Asian Cultural 
Club performed there on Sunday, 

Good Council Academy High 
School Perform 
Oriental Dances

April 1. 
   Students of all ethnicities 
participated in the performance 
with musical presentations and  
Indian semi-classical and folk 
dance, Filipino folk dance and 
Japanese dance interpretations, all 
choreographed by the students. see Sheep to Shawl pg. 6
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The Hezitorial

finding Mayor Amicone the guest 
speaker at a Yonkers Chamber of 
Commerce (YCoC) networking 
breakfast. It was there that Mayor 
Amicone “done himself proud” 
by exuding great confidence in 
expressing his pride for Yonkers’ 
economic development strides. 
It also had former Mayor Angelo 
Martinelli sarcastically suggest 
Mayor Amicone attend YCoC 
meetings with greater frequency. 
Mayor Amicone’s attendance at 
the YCoC breakfast at St. Joseph’s 
Medical Center seemed to usher 
a rapprochement between YCoC 
Chairman of the Board Angelo 
Martinelli, and YCoC President 
Kevin Cacace.
   Despite the impending State of 
the City address, media attention 
continued; leaning heavily toward 
an accusatory demeanor of Jereis. 
The State of the City address would 
offer Yonkers a short hiatus in which 
they would focus on a panoply 
of issues. Pessimism would give 
way to hope and a can-do attitude 

Throwing the Babies Out with the Bath Water
despite the growing discomfort and 
consternation expressed by labor 
working without contracts for too 
long.
   Unsuspectingly, Yonkers was soon 
to be roused from its revelry by a 
week-long dissemination of Jereis’ 
recent employment at the Yonkers 
Chamber of Commerce (YCoC) by 
its President, Kevin Cacace, who 
made public Jereis’ $100,000 a 
year salary with the YCoC. Before 
anyone could take a second breath, 
the revelation took on legs. Former 
Senator Nick Spano was “outed” 
for delivering $175,000 of “pork” 
as a grant. When questioned about 
the grant, former Senator Spano 
disassociated any knowledge of 
how the funds would be spent by 
the YCoC. It was revealed within  
days that former Senator Spano 
had indeed specified the grant be 
used to pay the salary of Jereis, 
and also to partially pay the salary 
and the benefits package of Jeanne 
Martinelli, wife of the Honorable 
Yonkers City Court Chief Justice 
Michael Martinelli, and daughter-

in-law of former Mayor Angelo 
Martinelli.
   Whether planned or otherwise, 
incumbent Mayor Amicone, dubbed 
not to be a politician, has scored 
on many fronts. His inner team of 
savvy political protagonists; namely 
David Simpson, Communications 
Director for Mayor Phil Amicone, 
and John Fleming, Special Liaison 
to Mayor Amicone, have deftly 
outmaneuvered declared, as well 
as perceived challengers, from afar, 
having surrogates do their bidding.
   The first challenges were staged 
by Calvi, Barbato, and Murtagh 

at the Yonkers Republican City 
Committee meeting. Next the 
challenge by media, followed by 
the most recent revelations by 
YCoC President Cacace regarding 
Jereis’ employment history, and 
the ancillary inquiry into the 
remuneration received by Jeanne 
Martinelli. Each scenario would 
challenge the integrity of Jereis. 
Each incident would have him 
entrench himself with greater 
resolve to his elected position as 
GOP chairman. As each scenario 
unfurled, mutterings of Vinnie 
Restiano considering to declare 
her challenge of Mayor Amicone 
was heard. Also former Senator 
Nick Spano was said to consider 
challenging for the mayoralty.
   As Jereis is mired by one attack 
after another, Cacace making 
accusations that he will not fully 
divulge until after a Board of 
Directors meeting of the YCoC 
April 26th, the questioning of ethical 
conduct by former Senator Nick 
Spano, revelations that Restiano 
is being held in check by former 

Mayor John Spencer, among other 
concerns, Mayor Amicone’s team 
has halted their political climb 
toward challenging his tenure in 
office.
   The question facing Mayor 
Amicone and his politically erudite 
team is whether Zehy Jereis, 
Angelo Martinelli, Kevin Cacace, 
Arthur Doran, Jeannie Martinelli, 
Nick Spano, John Spencer, Vinnie 
Restiano, Dennis Robertson, 
among others will be recognized by 
the Yonkers public as simply a side 
show?
   While some relish cleansing 
the Yonkers City Republican 
Committee, the Yonkers Chamber of 
Commerce, the Yonkers Democratic 
City Committee, and so much more, 
the public is most concerned about 
cleansing the operation of and the 
personnel within the opaque walls 
of City Hall.
   While Yonkers experiences the 
expectancy of its hopeful rebirth, 
will its pregnancy bear the joy of 
birth or the pain of experiencing 
another still born?  

your reputation, could hardly be 
higher.  A budget hike three times 
the rate of inflation that adds an 
extra $1 billion to next year’s 
projected deficit isn’t the fiscally 
responsible budget I urged -- and 
you promised.
   “The Soviet-style secrecy that 
defined the budget talks -- along 
with your willingness to use 
“messages of necessity” to assure 
that neither individual lawmakers 
nor the public at large would know 
what was in the budget -- stole the 
breath away from your most loyal 
reform-minded supporters.” 
   Those are three paragraphs out of 
ten. If you want the rest, link to 
Dicker.  
   Monday’s Post carried two other 
budget articles: Ken Lovett on p2, 
“POLS SERVE UP PORK; Budget 
Doles Out $170M in Goodies.”  For 
the trafe menu, link to Lovett. 
   Also in Monday’s Post, E.J. 
McMahon chipped in with WHAT 
THE GOV GOT: Less than New 
York needs.   Some excerpts: “In 
sheer dollar terms, however, Spitzer 
made his biggest concessions back 
on Jan. 31 - in his own proposal for 
a 7.8 per cent hike in state funded 
spending.  After pledging in his 
State of the State address (Jan. 3) to 
“finally learn to say ‘no’ to budget 
requests we simply cannot afford,” 
the new governor unveiled an 
executive budget that, Medicaid 
aside, was mainly a big ‘yes’ to the 
baseline he inherited from Gov. 
George Pataki.” 
   “After a back-room negotiating 
process that represented a step 
backward for budget-making 
transparency, Spitzer’s governance 
slogan has morphed from an 
assertive “Day One - Everything 
Changes” to a plaintive “Rome 
Wasn’t Built in a Day.” 
   Responding to these negative 
views by reporters, someone called 
out the editorial boards to support 
the governor, and they hove to: 
   Times, Tuesday 4/3: Editorial, A 
BETTER NEW YORK BUDGET. 
“After Gov. Eliot Spitzer, a self-
declared “steamroller,” negotiated 
his first budget last weekend, 
legislators were gleeful.  A few 
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From Page 1 even boasted publicly that for all of 
Mr. Spitzer’s brash talk, he had 
been easily flattened by the old 
hands in Albany. 
   “Such celebrations should be 
short-lived.  Mr. Spitzer made some 
compromises, but in exchange he 
won important and fundamental 
changes in the way the state 
operates.  New Yorkers who yearn 
for a government that works more 
for its citizens than for the stale, 
political subculture in Albany 
should soon be able to recognize 
that Mr. Spitzer has gotten off to a 
good start.” 
   News, Tuesday 4/3: Editorial, 
GOV’S RIGHT ON THE MONEY: 
“...(T)he new state budget must be 
counted a success for New York 
City.  Albany is about to start 
sending record amounts of education 
aid to the five boroughs, ending too 
many decades in which the 
Legislature denied fair funding to 
the more than 1 million children in 
the public schools.  Mayor 
Bloomberg and (Joel) Klein also 
will be able to open at least 50 more 
charter schools to offer a chance for 
superior learning to thousands of 
y o u n g s t e r s . 
   “Gov. Spitzer was the driving 
force behind this education bonanza, 
and he deserves thanks for 
delivering in the face of entrenched 
interests that have had their own 
way for far too many a year.  To 
knock the rookie governor for not 
achieving 100% of his goals while 
failing to transform lawmakers into 
Boy and Girl Scouts is to engage in 
otherworldly quibbling.” 
   The Post was not on the reservation.  
In their Tuesday editorial, ELIOT’S 
EDUCATION, began: “A giddy Joe 
Bruno yesterday delivered judgment 
on New York’s spanking new, $122-
billion state budget,”  and his own 
role in shaping it. 
   “Whatever happened?” crowed 
the state Senate majority leader.  
“Two months ago my days were 
numbered?” “My members were all 
going to desert and leave?”  
“Whatever happened?”  
“It’s a fair question, even coming 
from someone under the continuing 
scrutiny of the Federal Bureau of 
I n v e s t i g a t i o n . 
*What did happen? 

*Gov. Spitzer got taken to school 
last week, that’s what happened, 
and New Yorkers will be paying for 
his crash course in Albany 
realpolitik for years to come. 
“Everything Changes on Day One?” 
“Hardly”.
   We have given you eight of the 29 
paragraphs in the editorial.  In the 
Post, however, the paragraphs are 
very short; some consists of only 
one or two words, which makes for 
easy reading. 
   How do the people of the State of 
New York feel about this 
controversy?  The first take on 
public sentiment came with the 
release of the Quinnipiac poll 
Wednesday, April 4..  Rather than 
link to newspaper accounts, we go 
directly to the release by the 
Quinnipiac University Polling 
Institute.  BTW, Quinnipiac is also 
the name of a small river which 
flows into Long Island Sound near 
New Haven, Connecticut.  The 
university, originally Connecticut 
College of Commerce, was renamed 
in 1951 to commemorate the Indian 
tribe which inhabited the greater 
New Haven area from the 17th to 
the 19th centuries. 
   The director of the Institute is 
Maurice Carroll, a distinguished 
former reporter for the New York 
Times, who aptly described the 
poll’s findings: 
   “There’s nothing like a knock-
down, drag-out New York State 
budget battle to take the steam out 
of even the most vigorous 
steamroller.  Budget stories 
dominated the media and Gov. Eliot 
Spitzer’s job approval sagged.  On 
the budget, did Gov. Spitzer or win 
a “fair compromise?”  Slightly 
more voters say he gave away too 

much.”.
   The good news for the governor is 
that on the most vital statistic, the 
approval rating, Gov. Spitzer won a 
48-27 vote of confidence.  His self-
described “steamroller” style was 
approved by a 47-36 vote.  The bad 
news is that these numbers are 
down from a 61-11 approval rating 
in Quinnipiac’s February 13 poll, 
when the steamroller won by 61-24. 
   In today’s survey, 47 per cent of 
voters say the steamroller tactic 
contributes to legislative gridlock, 
while 23 per cent say the tactic is 
working.  That is inconsistent with 
the steamroller style being approved 
by 47-36 in the same poll, but poll 
results often vary, depending on 
how the question is worded. 
   The fact is, the people still like the 
governor, but public taste is fickle.  
Working in his favor is the fact that 
his colleagues, Bruno and Silver, 
get far lower ratings.  Silver had 30 
approving and 30 disapproving, 
while Bruno had 27 positive and 34 
negative, perhaps as a result of his 
purported pending indictment.  The 
legislature as a whole received an 
unfavorable rating, 34 positive and 
43 negative. 
   Wednesday brought us results 
from the Quinnipiac poll, which 
showed a sharp decline in the 
governor’s approval rating. from 
61` to 48 per cent.  This could have 
been from the television campaign 
waged against his budget cuts by 
the hospitals and unions.  The 
governor responded with a $3.5 
million campaign of his own, with 
$3 million coming from campaign 
funds and $500,000 said to be from 
his own pocket.  It seems unjust for 
a public official to have to spend his 
own money to compete with special 
interests waging expensive 
advertising campaigns against his 
policies.  Well, he doesn’t have to, 
but shouldn’t a man have the right 
to fight back. 
   Whenever a compromise is 
reached, both sides can proclaim 
that they have one.  That is the case 
with regard to the budget.  We don’t 
think it’s worthwhile to declare a 
winner, but reformers are usually 
disappointed at the outcome of 
negotiations because they do not 
get all they want. 

   In almost all cases where there is 
conflict, we, and the newspaper 
editorial boards, seem to find 
ourselves in agreement with 
Governor Spitzer and not with the 
odd couple of Silver and Bruno.   
Each legislative leader has his own 
sacred cows: In Bruno’s case, 
hospitals and their unions (who 
supported the Republican for that 
state senate vacancy in Nassau), 
armed hunters, and Long Island 
school districts (whose state subsidy 
was increased by double digits) 
Silver, has a different set of 
favorites: public employee unions, 
plaintiff’s lawyers and the criminal 
defense bar, among others. 
   It is hard for us to tell which side 
got the better of the negotiations.  If 
they are all boasting about the 
result, that is probably being done 
for show purposes.  Notice that in 
public, Speaker Silver is the least 
loquacious of the triumvirs.  He   
saves his voice for the bargaining 
table.  In a tripartite negotiation, 
there is usually an odd man out.  In 
the last couple of years, Bruno and 
Silver combined against Pataki.  In 
2007 it was the two Democrats, 
Spitzer and Silver, negotiating with 
Bruno.  Notice which of the three 
leaders is always part of the majority 
coalition.  
    There are many things to say 
about the governor’s rocky start, 
but today is not the day for specific 
judgments..
   The problem is complicated by 
the fact that we all, at least all of us, 
want him to succeed.  But there is 
no question that hopes for significant 
change have diminished in the first 
hundred days, along with the 
governor’s popularity.  Why that is 
so, and what can be done about it, 
are questions which we will discuss 
shortly.

Mr. Stern is president of New York 
Civic (www.NYCivic.org) and a 

blogger on public issues. 

He was New York City’s Parks 
Commissioner for fifteen years 

under Mayors Koch and Giuliani.

New York Civic

By Jason Gooljar
  
    John Rawls, the American 
philosopher and professor of 
political philosophy at Harvard 
University once said, “I have 
suggested that citizens had best learn 
from civic society its fundamental 
conceptions and ideals before 
they come to democratic politics.” 
He continued to say, “otherwise 
a democratic regime, should one 
somehow come about, may not 
long endure.” Indeed, how can we 
maintain a republic, or any form 
of democracy when its inhabitants 
know little about how the system 
works? It is a sad predicament we 
are in when there are many who 
rely on others to run a government 
and pass laws. They wander around 
in a consumerist world of “bread 
and circuses” allowing others to 
dictate to them what is to be. It is 
my opinion that this is the slippery 
slope that leads to a feudalistic state. 
How many people today even know 
how a bill is passed in the Congress? 
What about knowing what checks 
and balances are? Why is voter 
turnout so low when compared to 
other countries in Europe, some 
who garner  ninety percent turnout 
in elections? Why is voter apathy so 
high? There are many well educated 
people in some regards, who don’t 

Bringing Civics Back to School
know who the Secretary of State 
is, let alone their local elected 
officials. Knowledge of your local 
and national government, who is in 
it, and how it is run, is power; if you 
do not possess that understanding 
there will be those who will use that 
same information to their advantage.  
   Part of the problem is that 
civics is simply not being taught 
in public schools as it used to be. 
At one time, to my understanding, 
along with a traditional curriculum 
comprised of math, science, history, 
and English classes, civics class 
was offered, as well.  I feel that 
there are a lot of students upon 
graduating High School do not 
often retain a modicum of  civic 
education sufficiency demanded. 
Civics by definition is an education 
of the obligations and the rights of 
citizens within a government; such 
as ours. An education in civics can 
then lead many to what is known as 
“civic engagement.”
   Looking at the Wikipedia entry 
on civic engagement (http://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civic_
engagement). they have broken it 
up into three categories of civic, 
electoral, and political. Within the 
civic aspect you have engagement 
in community problem solving 
and volunteering in non-electoral 
organizations such as Habitat for 

the Humanities. In the electoral 
section you have your volunteerism 
on campaigns, voting, financial 
contributions, and persuading others 
to vote. In the political portion there 
is protesting, contacting elected 
officials about your concerns, 
and petitioning. Engagement in 
all of these areas are seriously 
lacking in our society today.  
   Much of my civic education 
has come to me after I left High 
School, mostly through my reading 
and civic engagement. I had an 
excellent social studies teacher, 
but again, I feel that the formula 
should be reevaluated, as many 
of my classmates left high school 
with no concern over the function 

of government. When I moved to 
Hartsdale, I attended Woodlands 
High School which conducted 
a program for its seniors called 
W.I.S.E, which stands for the 
Woodlands Individualized Senior 
Experience. It is a program that 
permits students to design and 
implement their own self-directed 
projects during their senior year. 
Social studies, English, and 
physical education credits are 
awarded to seniors completing the 
program. While it is not specifically 
geared toward a civics education, it 
is the route I chose for my project. 
My mentor for my project was the 
social studies teacher I refer to 
above. I chose to learn how local 
government works and describe its 
functions and what happens on a 
daily basis. I first started out with 
Greenburgh Town Supervisor Paul 
Feiner at the old Greenburgh Town 
Hall where I helped with town 
mailings and sat in on town work 
sessions and board meetings. I then 
went on to the county level and 
learned from Westchester County 
Legislator Lois Bronz about how 
county government works. I sat in 
on the many committee meetings 
of the legislature where I saw 
campaign finance reform first 
enter into discussion at the local 
level. I learned about the Human 

Rights Commission and even saw 
the turnout at the public County 
Board of Legislators meeting for 
the establishment of the Taxi and 
Limousine Commission. One of 
the most memorable moments I 
recall was sitting in on a meeting 
that Legislator Bronz had with 
women who were homeless 
and having difficulties getting 
accepted in Section 8 housing.  
   While the W.I.S.E program is 
an excellent program; I think that 
if students were able to get the 
hands on experience like that from 
a civics class, maybe they would 
become more interested in how 
their government works for them. 
This could lead to them become 
more civically engaged as they 
get older, benefiting society in the 
process. The first thing that must 
be done is to take a look at the 
manner in which civics is taught 
currently, and to examine if it is 
being taught at all. I would imagine 
that either the reintroduction of a 
civics class by itself or changing the 
social studies curriculum slightly 
might be beneficial and ideal.  
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Weir Only Human

Like Klockwork

By Bob Weir

   Have you noticed how many 
young people are wearing 
jewelry these days? I don’t mean 
wristwatches, bracelets, and finger 
rings. I’m talking about nose rings, 
lip rings, tongue studs, bellybutton 
rings, and even baubles dangling 
from pierced eyebrows. I’ve heard 
of several other places that have 
been pierced and “adorned” with 
trinkets, but propriety prevents me 
from mentioning them in a public 
forum. In addition, tattooing has 
apparently become one of the 
hippest methods of disfigurement 
since ancient civilizations painted 
their bodies with the blood of 
slain animals. I’m not referring 
to a couple of artful tattoos on an 
arm or leg. I’m talking about a 
multicolored quilt of gargoyle-like 
images that block out every inch 
of skin, turning the wearer into a 
human mural painting.  

Thoroughly Modern Mutilation
   So, what’s it all about? Has self-
mutilation become chic? Is it the 
ultimate expression of adolescent 
rebelliousness? Are contemporary 
kids just struggling to be different 
like their parents and grandparents 
once did? Or, is it because they 
feel so insignificant and bored 
with their lives that they need 
to deface themselves in order 
to be noticed? Every generation 
wants to show their independence 
from the prior one. Okay, so why 
not express themselves in hair 
styles or clothing fashions? Have 
Mohawk cuts and muttonchops 
become passé? Are baggy pants 
and sloppy shirts too yesterday? 
At least the aforementioned can be 
accomplished without bloodletting 
or permanent markings. (Do you 
know how tough it is to remove 
those tattoos?) It often seems as 
though it’s a contest to see who 
can be the most bizarre. Recently, 
I saw a TV news spot that included 

students at a California college. 
They were complaining about the 
environment. Every one of them 
looked like they were auditioning 
for a part in a horror movie. Thick 
eye makeup, teardrop tattoos, 
garish hair colors, and trinkets 
swinging from every available 
epidermal space. Obviously, they’re 
unconcerned about the visual 
environment. Keep in mind; they’re 
attending school that way. 
    I suppose every child dislikes 
hearing an adult begin a sentence 

with, “When I was a kid……” 
However, when I was a kid, not 
only didn’t I have even a passing 
acquaintance with a ring or any 
other piece of jewelry, but I was 
so busy working after school for 
enough nickels and dimes to pay for 
my lunch money the next day that 
it never occurred to me how much 
fun it would be to mutilate myself. 
In those days, you’d occasionally 
see a guy with a tattoo on his biceps 
or forearm, the result of a drunken 
binge one night while on shore 

leave from the Navy. Today, many 
young kids, as well as, shall we say, 
younger adults, from both genders, 
are sacrificing every inch of skin to 
connect a patchwork of illustrations 
that bears a strong resemblance to 
the comics section in your local 
newspaper. When I was a kid, if I 
had come home with a ring in my 
nose, my mother would have…., 
well, I think you know what I 
mean. Today, the kids come home 
and compare nose rings with their 
parents. “Whatta ya think, Mom; 
does this crescent shape go with the 
curvature of my nose?” “Well, son, 
I don’t mean to be judgmental, but, 
I think the curly shaped danglers 
are more suitable for the kind of 
nose you have. Especially if you 
stud your tongue with pearls like 
I did.” “Dad, get a load of these 
new tattoos on my neck.  I wanted 
to give the impression of flames 
shooting out from under my collar.” 
“Not bad, son, but cast your peepers 

on the latest addition to my lower 
back. I’ve got most of the Disney 
cartoon characters in 3D.”  
   I don’t know. Maybe it’s me. 
Maybe I’m just not hip. Not with 
it. Not cool. But, it seems to me, 
disfiguring large areas of one’s body 
with multicolored ink or drilling 
holes into flesh, bone, and cartilage 
in order to attach shiny metals is a 
lamentable sign of extremely low 
self esteem. I mean, it’s not exactly 
comparable to combing one’s 
hair in a bouffant and growing 
sideburns. If current trends are 
merely a step in the evolutionary 
scale of fashion, what are we in for 
with the next generation? Tattooed 
eyeballs? Snakes slithering out 
of ears? Antlers hammered into 
skulls? I just hope I’m not giving 
anyone ideas. 

Bob Weir is a contributing 
columnist to Yonkers Tribune 

and Westchester Times Tribune. 
BobWeir777@aol.com.

By Joe Klock, Sr.

 
   It would be hard to find 
two fictional characters more 
different than Albin and Popeye, 
but they share an attitude with 
many people in the real world. 
   Albin, in case the name doesn’t 
ring a bell, is the drag queen who 
stars in the hit musical “La Cage 
Aux Folles,” while Popeye the sailor 
man is still an icon of American 
machismo, especially to those of us 
who have gotten long in the tooth. 
   Both of them sang, “I am what I 
am” (“yam” in the case of Popeye), 
unapologetically telling the world to 
take them as they are or go fly a kite. 
   Nothing wrong with that in a 
play or comic strip, but it’s a tad 
hazardous on the firing line of life. 
   Certainly, it’s better to “be yourself” 
than to fly false colors, put on airs, be 
deliberately deceitful or otherwise 
seek to fool those around us. 
   But that “self” we try to project 
is seldom the same in substance 
as the image received and 

What They See is What They ‘Get’ - And Then Some
processed by the other “selves” 
in our everyday existence. 
   Much as they may strive (and 
even claim) to do so, no two people 
really, truly and fully understand 
each other, because perception 
and reality - which are one and the 
same in each individual mind - are 
processed, transmitted, received 
and then reprocessed independently. 
   I pretty much know, for example, 
what sort of impression I want to 
make on family members, friends, 
acquaintances, strangers, authority 
figures, babies, domestic animals, 
boors, bores, boobs and bullscatters.  
   To the best of my ability and the 
extent of my desire to please, I 
project an appropriate (Sez who? 
Sez I, of course!), image with the 
eminently reasonable (Sez I again) 
expectation that parties of the second 
part and beyond will receive it intact. 
   Ah, but that cannot be, on this 
small, wobbly planet of ours. 
   I am judged by those other (less 
reasonable) parties solely on the 
basis of THEIR perception of 

the real Joe - often dramatically 
dissimilar to the one I transmit. 
   Before encoding and storing their 
impressions of me, they will process 
what they THINK they see and 
hear, then what they think ABOUT 
what think they see and hear. 
   Thus, what they record as the 
real Joe may be a faint outline (or 
a cruel caricature) of the carefully-
crafted image I had sent out. 
   What THEY see, hear and sense is 

what they “get” about me, and that 
perception is the only reality with 
which they can interact with me. 
   It is not, therefore, socially safe for 
us to say “I am what I am” and expect 
everyone to “get” our self-portrait as 
though reflected in a mental mirror. 
   What other people thought 
didn’t matter to Albin on the stage 
or Popeye in the comic strip, 
but if our image in the minds 
of others is important, we need 

to be aware that what we really 
“are” is less important than their 
perception (i.e., reality) about us. 
   When, therefore, we feel that 
others treat us unfairly, or don’t 
understand us, or when there is 
obvious incompatibility, it is often 
because the impressions we send 
and the ones they receive are widely 
disparate perceptions (read realities). 
   Such flawed images make it 
possible for two people to agree on a 
narrow range of issues - if any at all. 
   It also makes it difficult to 
dispassionately disagree in the same 
areas, then hammer out compromises. 
   Worst of all, first impressions - 
often of a superficial nature - can 
sabotage interpersonal relations 
from the get-go, lending great 
importance to our grooming, 
diction and facial expressions - any 
or all of which might pee on the 
parade of effective communication. 
   This same phenomenon applies 
to the interaction among nations, 
ethnic groups and other divisions 
of humanity, wherein hatred, 

suspicion and ultimate violence are 
initiated and fueled by inaccurate 
perceptions of friendship, 
enmity, justice, righteousness, 
virtue, evil, honor and fair play.  
   Whether as individuals, 
nations, religionists, partisans, or 
people of different ethnicity, one 
wonders - at least this one does 
-  how much of what separates 
us is reality and how much is, at 
the core, simply misperception. 
   And how many of humankind’s 
scourges would survive an answer 
to the poet Burns’ prayer: “O 
wad some Power the giftie gie us 
to see oursels as ithers see us.” 
   The answer might be (with 
apologies to the Great Scot): “Could 
we see oursels as ithers see us, we 
mightn’t have the guts to be us.”

 Freelance wordworker Joe 
Klock, Sr. (joeklock@aol.com) is 
a winter Floridian who summers 
in New Hampshire. More of his 

“Klockwork,” is at 
www.joeklock.com.

HARTSDALE, NY—The April 15 
tax deadline is almost here, but if 
you earn moderate income, there’s 
still time to file for a quick refund.  
CPC Tax Services in Hartsdale 
offers to complete your return and 
obtain your refund faster than any 
other tax preparer. 
   “CPC Tax Services helps 
people with moderate income 
obtain their refunds as quickly 
and professionally as possible,” 
says Nunzio Raimo, an owner and 
principal of the firm. Raimo, whose 
credentials include a Master’s 
degree in Business Administration 
and postgraduate certificates in 
accounting, taxation, credit analysis 
and computer science, owns the 
firm with Rafael Guzman, CPA. 
   CPC Tax Services has been 
preparing tax returns for a wide 
variety of clients for more than 
15 years. “Our clients depend on 

Do You Earn Moderate 
Income?

CPC Tax Services Can Help You Get a  
Quick Refund

us for knowledge, experience and 
personal service,” says Raimo. 
“When you come to our firm, you 
know who’s preparing your return 
and can be sure it will be accurate 
as well as done quickly.” 
   To make an appointment with 
CPC Tax Services, go to CPC
tax.com, or call 914-949-7400, Ext. 
136. 
CPC Tax Services is a 15 year-old 
firm specializing in tax preparation. 
Established by Rafael Guzman 
CPA, CPC provides professional 
assistance to hundreds of clients 
each year. CPC Tax Services 
is located at 141 South Central 
Avenue in Hartsdale, NY tel. (914) 
949.7400 ext. 136, and on the web 
at cpctax.com. Click on Business 
Buzz and learn more about finding 
a qualified tax preparer or read 
important tax tips and tax facts.

Cleaning 
Out 

the Clutter 
in Her 

Client’s 
Lives

Carmela Sirico 
Features Speaker 
at SCORE’s Free 

Seminar

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- Carmela 
Sirico provides her clients with a 
unique service that enriches their 
business and personal lives. She 
helps them to organize their time 
and their tasks to take back control 
by eliminating the unproductive and 
simplifying the needlessly complex. 
Ms. Sirico will be the featured 
speaker at SCORE’s free seminar 
on “Starting and Operating a Small 
Business” on Wednesday, April 18, 
2007 from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm at 
the White Plains Public Library on 
Martine Ave.
   Carmela Sirico will describe 
how she turned a 30-year career 
as an IBM professional in human 
resources, administration and 
sales into a thriving professional 
practice assisting business people 
and private individuals to organize 
and manage their activities without 
stress and frustration. The seminar 
will include presentations on other 
topics relating to small business 
success. No pre-registration is 
required. Seating will begin at 5:30 
p.m.
   Ms. Sirico also specializes in 
relocation services for corporate 
clients who are moving employees 
to the United States from abroad. 
She helps the newly arrived with 
setting-in tasks, such as applying for 
Social Security coverage, obtaining 
driver’s licenses, arranging housing, 
and many of the other aspects of 
settling into a new environment.
   Among her clients in professional 
organizing are a retired banking 
CEO, a law firm, an engineering 
company, a restaurateur, a Cantor 
and Rabbi, well-known authors 
and even a famous rock star. She 
conducts seminars on organizing 
for women’s groups and continuing 
education programs.

Learn more at the 
www.scorewestchester.com 

COLD SPRING, NY -- Blossoming 
into its new identity as a center 
for fashion and home furnishing, 
the enchanting village of Cold 
Spring celebrates with a week-long 
Fashion and Home Design Week 
April 23-29. Several award-winning 
restaurants will host Fashion Shows 
during their lunch and dinner 
service. Keeping a casual spirit for 
the spring event, fashion-oriented 
businesses bring their creative 
appeal to the relaxing atmosphere 
of the Hudson Highlands.  
   “This is really the time to get to 
know Cold Spring. In years past, 
we were renowned as the Hudson 
Valley’s antique center,” remarked 
Marilyn Heberling of Art-To-Wear. 
“Now we’re becoming known as the 
place to come for unique clothing 
and accessories.  
   Visitors are attracted to the beauty 
of the Hudson Highlands where 
stressed urban explorers come for 
a day of restoration, revitalization 
and now inspiration. Taking a short 
trip from any of the urban centers 
in the tri-state region by train, boat 
or car lands the day-tripper into a 
picturesque area filled with history, 
rich in hiking and kayaking, and a 
delightful place to shop and dine in 
a relaxing atmosphere. 
   Visit the riverside community April 
28th and 29th where the sidewalks 

Cold Spring Emerges as a New Center 
for Fashion and Home Design Week  

will be overflowing with unique 
items for the home and wardrobe. 
Kacey of WHUD 100.7 FM will be 
the special celebrity commentator 
for Saturday’s fashion show.  
   Rain or shine the weekend also 
brings out the tents for an outdoor 
home show. The home show 
featuring design-oriented vendors, 
including interior designers, 
architects, landscape architects, 
cabinetmakers, builders and 
realtors, will exhibit their products 
and services along Main Street. 
Throughout the week’s event, 
realtors will host open houses.      
   “The 21st century is opening new 
vistas for our historic village,” said 
Timothy Chevtaikin of Archipelago 
At Home.  
   “We’re celebrating all the fashion 
and home accessory shops that are 
opening on Main Street by throwing 
a week-long party. As part of the 
party we’ll be raffling off a kayak 
and other valuable prizes from Cold 
Spring Merchants.”  
The Fashion and Home Design 
Week is presented by the Western 
Putnam Economic Development 
Council (WPEDC) with the 
sponsorship of the Putnam Visitors 
Bureau; N. Dain’s Sons Lumber 
Company; Atlantic Custom Homes, 
a distributor of Lindal Cedar 
Homes; and Shipman Associates 

Real Estate. 
The businesses participating in the 
event are: 
Weekend Street Displays:
Antique Store: The Bijou Galleries
Architects: Molinelli Architects
Cabinetry: Hudson Valley Cabinets
Interior and Home Design:  Garrison 
Stoneworks, Green Courage 
Design, Manitoga, R & G Wrought 
Iron Railing, Christopher Beggs 
Interior Design Services, Heaven 
and Earth Works
Realtors: Houlihan Lawrence, 
Limited Editions 
Fashion Show in Restaurants:
Hair and makeup: Deb’s Hair 
Design, Robert’s Total Care Salon
Clothing Stores: Art To Wear, 
Hudson Valley Outfitters, Indigo 
Chic, St. Claire Boutique, Women’s 
Work
Restaurants: Cathryn’s Tuscan Grill, 
Cold Spring Café, Cold Spring 
Depot Restaurant, Foundry Café, 
The Hudson House, Le Bouchon, 
Riverview Restaurant
Home Accessory Display: 
Archipelago at Home, Décor Pour 
La Maison, The Country Goose, M 
Studio Gallery/Marianne Syrek 

For program information call 
(845) 265-0221. 

VALHALLA, NY --  Select 
Telecom, Inc., a telecommunications 
company based in Valhalla, 
New York, recently added the 
installation of video surveillance 
cameras to its list of services. So 
far, they have installed cameras 
in the Eastchester, Scarsdale, and 
New Rochelle school systems. 
   The use of security cameras in 
schools has increased as school 
violence, theft, and vandalism have 
continued to be an issue. According 
to the National Center for 
Education Statistics, the percentage 
of students who observed the 
use of security cameras in their 
schools increased from 39% to 
58% between 2001and 2005.  
   “At first, we thought the cameras 
were going to bring the feeling of 
‘Big Brother’ watching,” said John 
Trenholm, Director of Facilities 
for the Scarsdale School District. 
“Instead, the cameras have given 
us a sense of security, allowing 
us to monitor our trouble areas.”  
   For Select Telecom, it was a 
great way to enhance their arsenal 
of services. After learning that 
there were IP video surveillance 
cameras on the market that 

School Districts Install Surveillance
worked with the brand of data 
switches that Select Telecom 
already sold for phone systems, 
COO Paul Durante knew that it 
was a perfect fit for the business. 
   “Because we were already 
selling compatible data switches, 
it was a great way to enhance 
a sale and add extra value 
for our customers,” he said. 
   The IP cameras are the most current 
form of technology available. With 
IP, users are able to access the 
cameras via the internet or over 
a private network. This enables 
security personnel to monitor school 
activity 24 hours a day/ seven days 
per week, lessening the occurrences 
of violence, theft or vandalism. 
   School officials said they are 
impressed with the benefits 
that the cameras bring to 
the school environment. 
   “The cameras monitor the safety 
of our students both in the building 
and outside in the playgrounds,” 
said Anita Better, Director/
CIO Information Technology, 
Adult Education and T.V. Media 
Services for the Eastchester 
School District. “Cameras also 
monitor our parking lots, which is 

beneficial for our faculty and staff 
members who often work late.” 
   Select Telecom President and 
CEO, Mike Durante, said the 
company hopes to install the 
surveillance systems in several 
more schools in the future. “We 
look at the individual needs of each 
school and determine a customized 
system to meet those needs,” he said. 
   Select Telecom’s service has had 
a positive impact on the schools. 
Bruce Daniele, Director of Security 
for the New Rochelle School 
District, said he would work with 
Select Telecom again in the future. 
“We enjoyed working with the staff 
at Select Telecom,” he said. “I would 
recommend them to other schools.” 
   Daniele said that the New 
Rochelle School District will soon 
need about ten more cameras. The 
Scarsdale school district has already 
put in an order for three more.  
   Select Telecom, Inc. provides 
high quality telecommunications 
products and services for their 
clients throughout the Northeast. 
Headquartered in Westchester, NY, 
they have two satellite locations in 
Milford, CT and Raynham, MA. 
For information: (914) 761-1313.
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Roger Witherspoon is 
automotive columnist to the 

Dallas Examiner, Westchester 
Times Tribune, and Yonkers 

Tribune, among other media.

By Roger Witherspoon 

     What I want, in a $100,000 
luxury car, is everything.
      The car should have a quiet 
elegance, as if crafted rather than 
poured out in a continuous mold 
meant for millions. It should scream 
power, making it obvious I could go 
as fast as I with without fearing I 
have launched a runaway train. It 
should be a living room away from 
home, comfortable, roomy and 
polished and access to whatever 
music or news I want.
      It could be an Audi A8 Long, the 
high performing, high technology, 
high speed, high priced luxury liner 
with the elongated bullet shape that 
is challenging Mercedes, Lexus and 
Jaguar for the quality title. 
      The experience starts as you 
approach the A8 L, whose 17-foot 
limousine length is a departure 
from the rest of the Audi line, cars 
which are notable for packing a lot 
of power and comfort into relatively 
compact spaces. When you come 
with the electronic key within five 
feet of the car a soft blue glow 
lights the handle, the alarm turns off 
and the doors unlock. It will not be 
necessary to remove the key from 
a pocket or purse. The car knows 
when the key is present, and starts 
with a push of a button on the wood 
paneled center console. 
      And if you don’t securely close 
the door that is not a problem 
– the doors will close themselves. 
You also open or close the trunk’s 
power lid with the touch of a 
button. Its interior is large enough 
to comfortably lie down in. The 
headlights are xenon with built-in 
reflectors which direct the beams 
to the right or left when you are 
turning.
      There are soft lights on the floor 
and in the deep pockets on the doors 
to make it easy to find items at 
night. A blue light also illuminates 
the console and dash for the driver’s 

Shifting Gears: Living Large Audi Style
convenience. During the day, there 
are manual sun shades for the side 
windows, and a power shade for 
the rear windshield. It is plush. 
The ceiling, side and roof panels 
are brushed suede leather, which 
complements the double-stitched 
leather seats. The motif is offset 
by polished walnut on the doors, 
console and dash.
      This is a big person’s car.  
The A8 L is a bit over six feet 
wide, and the two front seats can 
be lengthened or shortened to 
accommodate the size of the driver 
and passenger. The front seats, in 
addition to being supple leather, 
power adjustable and heated, can be 
extended to accommodate longer 
or shorter legs. The added support 
is especially appreciated on longer 
trips. As an added touch, the back 
of these seats are in two sections, so 
they can be individually adjusted to 
fit the curve of the driver and front 
passenger’s respective backs.
       The rear outer seats can be 
individually heated and there are 
separate climate zones for all four 
passenger sections. While the two 
outer rear seats can easily haul 
Shaq and his twin, the center seat 
is large and comfortable enough 
for an average adult to comfortably 
fit between the giants. The back of 
that center seat folds down to make 
a wide arm rest. The area behind the 
arm rest can hold Audi’s customized 
refrigerator to keep your beverages 
chilled.
      The car is spacious. The console 
has two arm rests over a shallow 
dish, which can be used to hold a 
cell phone or electronic toll pass.  
There is a built-in communications 
system, including the more 
convenient Bluetooth system which 
can network with most modern cell 
phones. 
      For entertainment, the A8 L has 
AM/FM and Sirius satellite radio, 
and a six-disc CD player located in 
the glove compartment. The sound 
emanates from 12 speakers – two 
of them pop up on the dashboard 
when the ignition is turned on, and 
recede when it is turned off. The 
entertainment can be controlled 
manually in the center console, with 
fingertip controls on the leather 
steering wheel, or using voice 
commands – which can also adjust 
the sound and source of music.
      Then, of course, there is the 
driving. Audi provides choices for 
speed control: there is a six-speed 

manual which smoothly moves 
through the gears as the 350-
horsepower, aluminum V-8 engine 
shoots from 0 to 60 miles an hour 
in 5.9 seconds. Or, if you want to 
control the shifting yourself, there 
is an electronic manual mode using 
the gear shift in the console, or you 
can use the Maserati-style paddle 
shifts on the steering wheel. These 
are especially convenient if you 
want to down shift on a curve or in 
inclement weather without taking 
one hand off the wheel.
      On an empty, sunny New 
England highway the A8 L pushed 
me back into the leather seats as 
it climbed effortlessly through 
the gears en route to 120 miles an 
hour, the air suspension smoothing 
out the road so nothing interfered 
with the soft sound of Nina purring 
through the speakers. There aren’t 
many better ways to travel. 
2007 Audi A8 L 
MSRP: $97,970
EPA Mileage: 18 MPG City
25 MPG Highway
As Tested Mileage: 17 MPG 
Mixed 
Performance & Safety:
0 – 60 MPH: 5.9 Seconds; Top 
Speed: 130 MPH 
4.2-Liter direct injection, 
aluminum V-8 engine producing 
350 horsepower and 325 pound-
feet of torque; all-wheel drive; 
6-speed tiptronic transmission 
with automatic and manual mode; 
electronic stability program; 
fully pneumatic air suspension; 
ventilated disc brakes with anti-
lock brake system; 20-inch 7-

double-spoke alloy wheels; 
adaptive cruise control; bi-xenon 
adaptive headlights; driver and front 
passenger head and knee airbags; 2 
front and rear seat-mounted side 
airbags; side curtain airbags; fog 
lights and high pressure headlight 
washers. 
Interior/ Comfort: 
AM/FM/ Sirius satellite radio; 
Bang & Olufsen, 12-speaker 
sound system; 6-disc CD player; 
Bluetooth telephone connection; 
internal communications system; 
voice activated controls; 4 climate 
zones with individual controls; 
adaptive cruise command; walnut 
wood veneer; leather seats; leather 
tilt and telescope steering wheel 
with fingertip controls; 16-way 
power front seats with lumbar 
support; power sunroof; power rear 
sun shade, manual side sunshades; 
DVD based navigation system.
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Save over 
$299 a year.

FiOS Internet 
and unlimited calling.

Call your friend 
about which movie 

to watch and 
download it before 

you hang up.

Yup. It’s that fast.

Movie downloads can take forever. But now with Verizon FiOS Internet, they don’t have to. Powered by 
fi ber optics, you can count on FiOS to deliver the fastest Internet speeds available. 

Go ahead. Stream video. Play games. Or check out your favorite blog. It’s easy with our supercharged 
20/5 Mbps package. And now when you add unlimited calling, you can save over $299 a year. 
Plus, Home Voice Mail, Caller ID and Call Waiting are included. You’ll also get a wireless router and 
professional installation at no extra cost. So why wait? Get up to speed with fi ber optics today.

Verizon FiOS. TV. Internet. Phone. From the most advanced fi ber-optic network straight to your home.

1-866-700-8365   verizonfi os.com/double

Verizon reminds you to always download legally.
Limited-time promotional offer expires 5/31/07. $64.99 per month bundle price point is available for fi rst 12 months only and requires purchase of FiOS Internet 20/5 Mbps service and Verizon Freedom EssentialsSM service. Customer must be new to Verizon FiOS Internet or upgrading service. $19.99 activation fee will apply to each FiOS Internet order. Annual commitment required. Beginning month 
13, bundle price will increase to sum of standard monthly service prices of Freedom Essentials and FiOS Internet 20 Mbps/5 Mbps service. FiOS Internet 20 Mbps/5 Mbps service will provide up to 20 Mbps downstream and up to 5 Mbps upstream connection speeds. If FiOS Internet service is cancelled between months 2 and 12, $69 early termination fee may apply, and router provided at no 
charge must be returned or $99.99 equipment fee applies. At the end of the promotional period, the monthly recurring charge will revert to the then-current monthly rates. Month-to-month packages are available. Offer for select customers and is nontransferable. Cannot be combined with other discounts or promotions. Savings based on bundle rate of $64.99 a month versus $49.99 a month for 
FiOS Internet 20 Mbps/5 Mbps service and $39.99 a month for Freedom Essentials if purchased individually.
Verizon FiOS Internet is provided by Verizon Online and is not available in all areas. Service availability subject to fi nal confi rmation by Verizon. Verizon installation required. Free installation includes main computer only (there will be an extra charge for all additional computers). Acceptance of Verizon Online Terms of Service is required.  Minimum system requirements apply. Equipment provided will be new 
or a fully inspected, tested and warranted return unit. Limited to one router provided at no charge per household per FiOS service, FiOS Internet and/or FiOS TV. The 30-day money-back guarantee applies to Verizon Online charges only. CAT5 or higher-grade inside wiring or existing RG59/RG6 coaxial cable is required. Only Web-based features of Verizon Yahoo! for FiOS are Macintosh® compatible. 
Software for MSN® Premium versions of Verizon FiOS is not Macintosh compatible. Connection speeds are between your location and the Verizon central offi ce serving your location. Actual download and upload speeds will vary based on numerous factors, such as the condition of wiring at your location, computer confi guration, Internet and network congestion, and the speed of Web site servers 
you access, among other factors. Speed and uninterrupted use of the service are not guaranteed. Current Verizon Online DSL customers who move to FiOS Internet will have their Verizon Online DSL permanently disabled after their FiOS conversion. Applicable taxes apply. Offer subject to change without notice. Verizon Freedom Essentials: With subscription to Verizon Freedom Essentials, you 
must retain Verizon as your local provider and Verizon Long Distance as your long distance provider. Verizon Freedom Essentials plan includes domestic direct-dialed calls only. Billing name and address must be the same on all Verizon accounts for charges to be on one bill. Customers must be authorized to make account changes to all accounts. Universal Service Fee, taxes and other charges apply. 
Tariffs apply to some services. Available only to residential customers in selected areas. Service not available in all areas or on all telephone lines and is subject to fi nal confi rmation of services by Verizon. Additional terms and conditions apply. Valid through 5/31/07. Other terms and conditions apply. Power for services provided on the Verizon FiOS network must be supplied by the customer. Customer 
is responsible for backup battery replacement. Backup battery does not supply power for Internet, VoIP or video services. In case of power failure, 911 service (except through VoIP) will be available until the backup battery expires. Certain telephones, answering machines and other telephone equipment not meeting industry standards may not work with service provided on the Verizon FiOS network. 
©2007 Verizon. All Rights Reserved.  VRZN-FIOS-N0157-A-DP-NY

www.verizonfios.com/double
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wearing costume of the 18th century, 
also demonstrate the labor-intensive 
process of making linen from the 
flax plant.
   Sheep-to-Shawl, which heralds 
the arrival of spring in earnest, will 
be augmented this year with special 
tours of the site’s Manor House, 
which is reopened after a year’s 
worth of renovations — the first in 
more than 40 years.
   The circa 1680 building was given 
an exterior and interior overhaul. 
The $500,000 renovations not only 
included routine maintenance — 
replacing systems that have a life 
span such as the roof and shutters 
— but changes that reflect new 
scholarship and new discoveries 
about how residents of the Manor 
lived and worked there. Renovations 
were paid for in part by grants 
from the New York State Office 
of Parks, Recreation, and Historic 
Preservation; the New York State 
Council of the Arts; Tourism Cares; 
and Reckson Associates.
   While strolling through the site, 
which includes a working water-
powered gristmill and a new world 
Dutch Barn, visitors can watch 
as Gene Sheninger showcases his 
Scottish border collies and their 
instinctive and impressive ability to 

Shaggy Sheep Sheared at 
Sheep-to-Shawl Festival

herd sheep. 
   Visitors will also see more than 
a dozen newborn baby lambs, born 
this spring at Philipsburg Manor, 
frolicking about the grounds as they 
explore this 18th-century working 
farm. Two year-old calves, Josh 
and Jake, are in training to become 
working oxen and will also be part 
of the day’s events.
   Philipsburg Manor’s farmers will 
be shearing the sheep in the barnyard 
by hand, while costumed interpreters 
continuously demonstrate wool 
dyeing, spinning, and weaving, and 
lead special hands-on activities for 
children. Visitors can enjoy picnic 
food and refreshments.
   Storyteller Jonathan Kruk, who 
gives more than 300 performances 
and workshops on Hudson Valley 
lore each year, will be on hand to 
share his tales.
   Sheep-to-Shawl is held rain or 
shine. Admission is $12 for adults, 
$10 for seniors, $6 for children ages 
5-17. Members of Historic Hudson 
Valley and children under 5 attend 
for free. Philipsburg Manor is at 
381 North Broadway (Route 9) in 
Sleepy Hollow, N.Y., two miles 
north of the Tappan Zee Bridge. 
   Information: 914-631-3992,
 www.hudsonvalley.org.

THE BRONX, NY-Senator Klein 
will once again offer free gardening 
classes to the residents of the 34th 
Senate District. Spring into the 
season with a plethora of classes 
taught by experts in Horticulture: 
Keeping Trees Healthy, The Potted 
Garden, and Annuals for Every 
Garden. Participants will enjoy an 
interesting and relaxing experience 
punctuated by a complimentary 
packet of sunflower seeds. 
Registration is required and space 
is limited so apply today. Call the 
Senator’s office at, 800-718-2039 
for a registration form and detailed 
course description.  

Spring into the Season 

Klein Sponsors Free Annual Gardening 
Classes at the New York Botanical Gardens

When:
April 14th, April 28th, and May 5th, 
10 a.m.-2p.m. 

Where:
The New York Botanical Garden, 
200th Street and Kazimiroff Blvd, 
The Bronx (consult course guide 
for specific sites)  

What:
Free Gardening Classes Sponsored 
by Senator Klein 

Who:
Open to Residents of the 34th Senate 
District. 

GREENBURGH, NY -- The 
Town of Greenburgh is restarting 
programs for singles with a series 
of special events which begin at the 
Theodore D. Young Community 
Center on April 13th, at 7:30 pm. 
The goal of this effort is to have 
regularly scheduled activities which 
focus on fellowship, networking, 
and an exchange of information and 
resources which support singles.  
   The Workshop will include a 
roundtable discussion on specific 
ways to meet people, plus focus 
on accessing if one’s is ready to 
date. The Event will also be used 
as a means of getting feedback 
from those in attendance to help set 
direction for future activities. 
“Singles Lunch/ Outing”
Date: April 22nd, 2007
Day/Time: Sunday, 12:30pm
Meet at “Pizza and Brew” on Central 
Ave, Greenburgh for lunch and then 
go to the “Earth Day Celebration” 
at the Greenburgh Nature Center.
“Lunch/ Golf Outing”
Date: May 5th, 2007, 1pm
Meet at “September’s” on 9A, 
Elmsford, for lunch, then go to 
Fairview Golf Center on 300 
Waterside Drive, Elmsford for mini-
golf and to use the driving range.

“Workshop; Safety Tips for 
Singles”
Date: May 11th, 2007
Day/Time: Friday 7:30pm
Location: Greenburgh Police 
Department, Rt 119, Greenburgh
Protect yourself from identity 
thief, how to be safe when using 
internet or other dating services, 
plus precautions to take as a single 
person. The session will also include 
a sharing of resources of singles of 
singles. Afterwards, the group will 
meet at “City Limits” Dinner, Rt 
119 for coffee and desert.
“Dear Abby Afternoon”
Date: May 26th, 2007
Day/Time: Saturday 1pm
Location: Greenburgh Town Hall, 
Hillside Ave, Greenburgh
Have a problem? Then let the group 
recommend suggestions and advice. 
Problems can be submitted without 
names for privacy. The session 
will also include a networking and 
exchange of information of interest 
to singles. After the activity, we visit 
“Niko’s, Central Ave for lunch.
“Singles Lunch /Outing”
Date: June 10th, 2007
Day/Time: Sunday 12:30pm
For more information call George 

Coniglio at (914) 989-3622. 

Dating Strategies for 
Single Parents Workshop 
Offered in Greenburgh

DUBLIN, IRELAND -- Nearly 
one thousand people from across 
the country are expected to attend 
a public information meeting in 
Dublin on Saturday, April 14.
   The meeting has been organized 
by the U.S. based Irish Lobby 
for Immigration Reform (ILIR) 
for friends and relatives of the 
estimated 50,000 undocumented 
Irish in the U.S.
   The meeting will take place in Jurys 
Hotel in Ballsbridge from 1-4 p.m, 
across from the American Embassy.  
   Executive Director Kelly 
Fincham said the group had been 
overwhelmed by the response in 
Ireland. “I have been swamped with 
phone calls since arriving here last 
week,” she said last night. 
   “The families and friends are 
calling in from Donegal, Sligo, 
Leitrim, Cavan, Monaghan, Louth, 
Derry, Armagh and Antrim. There 
are people travelling from Cork, 
Kerry, Limerick, Tipperary and 
Galway. I’m half beginning to think 
we should have hired Croke Park 
for the day!”
   ILIR Chairman Niall O’Dowd 
said the interest proved that the 
undocumented Irish had not 
been forgotten about in Ireland. 
“We believe the support of the 
families and friends is very 
important for our efforts,” he said. 
   “We think it is very important 
that parents and friends understand 
the complexity of the issue. We 
have had repeated requests from 
families about the issue, continued 

1,000 Expected at Dublin Meeting on 
Undocumented Irish in U.S.

O’Dowd.
   “Anyone who attended our packed 
rallies across the U.S.,  or our 
massive lobby days in Washington, 
D.C., realizes this is a hot button 
issue for tens of thousands of Irish. 
They deserve to have their families 
informed of what we are trying to 
achieve,” concluded O’Dowd.
   Some families are preparing to 
make a weekend of it. Others will 
travel up and down in the same day. 
   Jimmy Ryan, a parent from 
County Limerick, whose son has 
been in the U.S. for three years, is 
all geared up for the trip to Dublin. 
“Myself and my wife will get the 

train up the morning, and then we 
can get the last one home,” he said 
adding that he has been eager to 
do something for a while, but had 
always felt helpless.
   The ILIR decided to hold a 
meeting in Ireland after receiving 
hundreds of requests from family 
members in Ireland to know what 
they could do at their end, to 
ensure legal status for their sons or 
daughters.

Contact Kelly Fincham at 
086 123 6179 

WHITE PLAINS, NY 
-- Westchester County 
District Attorney Janet 
DiFiore and County 
Executive Andrew 
Spano announced that 
the Westchester District 
Attorney’s Office was 
awarded a $150,000 
New York State Office 
of Children and Family 
Services grant to fund 
an Investigations 
Information Coordinator 
that will serve the County’s 
MultiDisciplinary Team 
(MDT) to investigate 
and prosecute physical 
and sexual abuse against 
children.  
   Members of the MDT 
include the Westchester 
County District Attorney’s 
Office, Westchester 
County Department of 
Social Services, the 43 local police 
departments, Westchester County 
Attorney’s Office, Westchester 
Institute for Human Development’s 
Children’s Advocacy Center and 
several victim advocacy groups and 
mental health providers.  
   The purpose of the MDT is to 
conduct coordinated investigations 
into all incidents of suspected child 
abuse or maltreatment that occur in 
Westchester County in accordance 
with the New York State law and 
federal standards set by the National 
Children’s Alliance. 
   The MDT Investigations 
Information Coordinator, employed 
by the District Attorney’s Office, 
will serve as a central repository 
for incident reports and general 
case data, and will coordinate first 
responders to facilitate the joint use 

  Westchester County Awarded 
$150,000 State Grant to Fight 

Child Abuse

by the MDT of the Child Advocacy 
Center, greatly reducing multiple 
interviews of the abused child.  The 
coordinator will also expedite the 
delivery of information to all first 
responders to prevent the loss of 
evidence at the scene of crimes. 
   This new position will also foster 
a uniform response for the County’s 
43 law enforcement agencies and 
Department of Social Services when 
dealing with the joint interviews 
of children at the Child Advocacy 
Center in the earliest stages of 
abuse allegations. 
   “I am proud to be a part of this 
collaborative effort put forth 
on behalf of abused children in 
Westchester County.  This grant 
will allow us to greatly improve 
the services offered to child victims 

and their families,” 
commented District 
Attorney Janet DiFiore, 
“Working together to 
protect our children is 
the shared goal of all 
law enforcement, social 
services, and government 
agencies in Westchester 
County.”  
   “I have wanted this for 
a long time,” commented 
Westchester County 
Executive Andy Spano, 
“It is the best way to 
investigate abuse cases 
in a manner that is least 
traumatic to the children.  
With the coordinated 
efforts of all these agencies, 
there is greater likelihood 
of success in the arrest and 
prosecution of those who 
would deliberately hurt our 
children.  This recognition 

by the State shows once again, that 
Westchester is in the forefront when 
it comes to protecting children and 
families.” 
   The MDT will continue to work 
toward increasing the number of 
criminal charges filed in child 
abuse cases, reduce the multiple 
interviews of child victims during 
investigations, ensure that child 
victims receive adequate medical 
care and treatment and provide 
written protocols that will include 
the forensic interview standard, 
team review, cultural competence 
and diversity, victim advocacy, 
medical evaluation, case tracking, 
referrals for therapeutic intervention 
and the cross-disciplinary training 
of service providers.
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A MESSAGE 

FROM 

THE YONKERS 

FEDERATION OF 

TEACHERS 

What makes a school system excellent? 

According to a 2006 report issued by the Bureau of Labor Statistics, the more you learn, 

the more you earn.  An excellent school system, therefore, tries to reduce, if not 
eliminate, its dropout rate.  If you know someone who is thinking of dropping out of 
school, show them the following chart.   

Earnings and unemployment for full-time workers age 25 and over, by education 

Weekly  Salary Education Unemployment 
Rate 

$1,421 Doctorate 1.6% 

$1,129 Masters degree 2.1% 

$937 Bachelor’s degree 2.6% 

$583 High school diploma 4.7% 

$409 Less than a high school 
diploma

7.6% 

These figures are an average for the entire country.  Education not only brings more 
money into your life, but it also reduces the chance of unemployment.  Let’s make sure 
that programs that address the dropout rate in Yonkers are fully funded.  Local businesses 
improve when our schools improve.  Hire a Yonkers Public Schools student. 

An education is yours forever. 

Encourage all of our students to stay in school and graduate on time. 

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- County 
Board Chair Bill Ryan has 
announced a Committee of the 
Whole meeting for Thursday, 
April 12, 2007 at 12:30 P.M.  The 
legislators will discuss whether to 

Entire Board of Legislators to Meet 
to Discuss Possibility for Suing 

Westchester County Medical Center’s 
Auditor KPMG Peat Marwick LLC

authorize a lawsuit against KPMG 
Peat Marwick LLP in connection 
with its audit work for the 
Westchester County Health Care 
Corporation. The first mention of 
the circumstances that have led to 

this meeting was divulged in The 
Hezitorial written in the Westchester 
Times Tribune Volume 2, Issue 30, 
dated March 29, 2007.

YONKERS, NY -- Mark Twain 
Middle School sixth graders 
learn about courage, patriotism 
and overcoming racism from a 
true American hero. On Friday, 
April 20, 2007, at 9:00 a.m., 
African American activist Roscoe 
Brown recounts his struggles 
and triumphs as a member of the 
Tuskegee Airmen, the country’s 
first group of African American 
military pilots who enlisted to 
protect the U.S. during World War 

Groundbreaking Tuskegee Airman 
Assures Students

The Sky’s the Limit

II. While achieving an impressive 
combat record abroad, the airmen 
continually fought against a greater 
enemy at home - bigotry. Mr. 
Brown shares his personal battle 
to prevail over others’ ignorance to 
inspire students to overcome any 
obstacles obstructing their own 
unique journey. 
   Mr. Brown’s visit culminates Mark 
Twain Middle School’s National 
Library Week celebration, which 
runs April 16-20, 2007. To ensure 

that the Tuskegee Airmen’s legacy 
lives on, the school will collect 
donations to support The Red Tail 
Project:  An aviation education 
program committed to identifying 
and preserving the history of the 
Tuskegee Airmen. 

Mark Twain Middle School is 
located at 160 Woodlawn Avenue, 

in Yonkers. 

 GREENBURGH, NY -- Hudson 
River Healthcare, Inc. is making 
progress in Westchester County 
by teaching healthy eating 
habits to disadvantaged kids 
whose health is at risk because 
of obesity in their families 
   In the fall of 2006, Hudson 
River Healthcare established its 
Rx for Fitness program, made 
possible by the first-ever Dannon 
Next Generation Nutrition 
Grant, to establish a nutrition 
education program with the goal 
of reducing obesity rates among 
low-income, minority children, 
ages six to 11, in Westchester 
County. Currently, nearly one 
third of children (32.7 %) targeted 
by Hudson River HealthCare are 
overweight – well over twice the 
national rate. The Rx for Fitness 
program offers children and their 
caregivers with the necessary 
tools to improve eating, food 

Hudson River Healthcare’s Targets 
Childhood Nutrition During National 

Nutrition Month
Rx for Fitness Program in Full Swing

purchasing and physical   activity 
patterns and habits through weekly 
interactive educational lessons. 
   Classes include lessons on dance, 
how to prepare healthier foods, 
and how parents can promote 
nutrition and exercise in the 
home. Thus far, an estimated 150 
children and their caregivers have 
participated in the first two sessions 
of Rx for Fitness, which will 
reach an estimated 500 additional 
participants and their family 
members by the program’s final 
session. HRHC has implemented 
(and is planning) activities such as: 
• Kids learning how to make 
healthy snacks for themselves 
(and finding out that healthy 
foods actually taste good!)  
• Games/exercises that encourage 
active lifestyle habits – that can 
be used at home and at school. 
• Nutrition classes for 
kids and their caregivers. 

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- The 
Westchester County Department 
of Health will be sponsoring a free 
rabies vaccination clinic for the 
cats, dogs and ferrets of Westchester 
residents on Sunday, April 29th 
in conjunction with the Stamen 
Animal Hospital in New Rochelle.  
      The clinic will run from 10:00 
a.m. until 2:00 p.m. at the hospital, 
which is located at 61 Quaker Ridge 
Road.  Appointments are necessary. 
To make an appointment or for 
more information on this event, 
please call the hospital directly at 
(914) 632-1269.
      All county residents are eligible 
to bring their dogs, cats and ferrets in 
for rabies vaccinations, which will 
be free of charge if no examination 
is given.  Examinations and other 
types of vaccinations will also be 
available at low cost during the 
clinic.  Cats and ferrets must be 
brought in carriers and dogs must 
be on leashes. Aggressive dogs 
must be muzzled. 
      “Rabies is an extremely 
dangerous disease to humans and 
many animals,” said Westchester 
County Health Commissioner, Dr 
Joshua Lipsman.  “Vaccination 
against rabies is essential for the 
protection of your pet and yourself 
and is required by law.”
      Under New York State law, 
dogs, cats and ferrets must receive 
their first rabies vaccination no 

• Healthy cooking lessons 
for teenagers living in White 
Plains’ public housing. 
• Fundraising for Westchester 
Food Bank’s Kids Cafe 
(formerly FoodPatch).
    The Dannon Company established 
the Dannon Next Generation 
Nutrition Grant in 2006 to promote 
childhood nutrition education 
and contribute up to $30,000 to 
programs that nurture healthy eating 
habits among children in each of 
the communities where a Dannon 
facility is located (Westchester 
County, NY; Auglaize County, OH; 
Tarrant County, TX; and Salt Lake 
County, UT).

Applications for the 2007 Dannon 
Next Generation Nutrition Grant 

are available now through May 15 
on the Dannon Cares section of 

www.dannon.com.  

Free Rabies Vaccinations for Dogs, Cats, and Ferrets
One-Day Vaccination Clinic Sponsored by the Westchester County 

Health Department

later than four months after birth. 
A second rabies shot must be 
given within one year of the first 
vaccination with additional booster 
shots given every one or three 
years after that, depending on the 
vaccine used.  Owners who fail to 
get their pets vaccinated and keep 
the vaccinations up-to-date may be 
fined up to $1,000. 
 “It is important for pet owners to 
know that if their pet is not up-to-
date with its rabies vaccinations 
and it has contact with a rabid or 
suspect-rabid animal, or if it bites 
or scratches someone, the pet will 
either be euthanized or quarantined 
for up to six months,” said Dr. 
Lipsman.  “A pet that is up-to-
date with its vaccinations would 
only need to get a booster dose of 
vaccine within five days of the pet’s 
exposure to a known or suspect 
rabid animal,” he said.
      Rabies is a fatal disease that is 
spread through the bite or saliva of 
infected animals.  Those animals 

most commonly infected are 
raccoons, skunks, bats and foxes.  
However, domestic animals such 
as cats and dogs are also at risk 
because they can easily contract 
rabies from wild or stray animals. 
      A change in an animal’s 
behavior is often the first sign of 
rabies.  A rabid animal may become 
either abnormally aggressive or 
unusually tame.  It may lose fear of 
people and become docile or it may 
become particularly excited and 
irritable.  Staggering, spitting and 
frothing at the mouth are sometimes 
noted in infected animals.  Adults 
should encourage children to avoid 
touching unfamiliar animals and 
to immediately tell an adult if they 
have been bitten or scratched by an 
animal. 
      All animal bites or contacts with 
animals suspected of having rabies 
must be reported to the Westchester 
County Health Department at 
(914) 813-5000.  Outside of 
business hours, callers should 
follow instructions in the recorded 
message for reporting public health 
emergencies 24 hours a day.  

      
To learn more about rabies and 
its prevention, residents can also 
call the Rabies Hotline at (914) 

813-5010 to hear a taped message 
or visit the Health Department 

website at 
www.westchestergov.com/health. 

Dear EarthTalk: How can ordinary 
people convince corporations to 
behave more responsibly toward 
the environment?      -- James B., 
Bridgeport, CT 

   Beyond the simple exercising of 
one’s own purchasing power, there are 
many actions consumers can take—
and organizations and resources 
available to help—to pressure 
companies to green up their ways.  
   A good first step is to research 
the environmental records of 
companies involved in the 
industries that matter to you. The 
websites buyblue.org and alonovo.
com evaluate companies according 
to various “green” criteria. And 
Co-Op America makes available 
online its Guide to Researching 
Corporations, which points to 
information on everything from 
corporate product safety records 
to animal testing policies to 
activities that impact everything 
from rainforests to the air quality in 
minority neighborhoods. 

   Co-Op America also works at the 
cutting edge of consumer activism, 
pushing companies into “doing 
well by doing good.” Its “Adopt-
A-Supermarket” campaign uses the 
power of individuals to pressure 
grocery stores into carrying more 
“Fair Trade” items, products 
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including coffee and chocolate 
made by companies that commit to 
sustainable environmental practices 
and guarantee workers fair wages. 
At Co-Op America’s website you 
can download a campaign guide 
that provides background on the 
issue and tips on how to form an 
“adoption team” of concerned 
citizens that makes regular visits to 
educate store managers. 

   Another effort, “Be Safe PVC,” 
conducted in partnership with the 
Center for Health, Environment 
and Justice, encourages major 
companies to phase out their use of 
the highly toxic plastic, polyvinyl 
chloride (PVC). They’ve already 
convinced Microsoft, Johnson & 
Johnson, Victoria’s Secret, and 
Bath and Body Works to phase 
out PVC in their packaging. Other 
Co-Op America successes include 
persuading Sempra Energy, the 
parent company of Southern 
California Gas and San Diego Gas 
& Electric, to abandon plans to 
build coal-fired power plants in 
Nevada and Idaho, and convincing 
the U.S. Postal Service to withdraw 
a proposal to deliver all residential 
mail in blue plastic bags, similar to 
those used for newspapers. 

   Another group, Ecopledge, recruits 
consumers to sign “pledges,” which 

demand specific improvements to 
companies’ environmental behavior 
and promise to cease doing 
business with the firms in question 
if they do not make efforts to green 
their practices. Armed with such 
pledges, Ecopledge has succeeded 
in convincing Dell and Apple to 
reduce the amount of e-waste they 
generate, getting ConocoPhilips 
and BP to drop out of Arctic Power 
(a lobbying entity pushing to open 
up the Arctic National Wildlife 
Refuge to oil drilling), and working 
with Staples and Office Depot to 
craft green-friendly paper sourcing 
policies. 

   Ecopledge is currently working on 
a campaign to pressure major rental 
car companies, including Enterprise, 
Hertz, Cendant and Vanguard, to 
buy and rent cleaner cars, an effort, 
they say, that would save 500 
million gallons of gasoline, reduce 
CO2 emissions by 14 billions of 
pounds, and save American drivers 
some two billion dollars in gasoline 
expenses every year. They are also 
pressuring major meat producers, 
including Premium Standard Farms, 
Smithfield and Tyson, to clean up 
hog and other animal waste that is 
causing widespread damage to the 
environment and human health in 
their areas of operation. 

   Contacts: Buy Blue, www.
buyblue.org; Alonovo, www.
alonovo.com; Co-Op America, 
www.coopamerica.org; Be Safe 
PVC, www.besafenet.com/pvc; 
EcoPledge, www.ecopledge.com. 

Got an Environmental Question? 
Send it to: EarthTalk, c/o E/The 

Environmental Magazine, P.O. Box 
5098, Westport, CT 06881; submit 

it at: 

www.emagazine.com/earthtalk/
thisweek/,  
or e-mail: 

earthtalk@emagazine.com.
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