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By Hezi Aris

YONKERS, NY --The Ridge Hill 
development project erupted front 
and center again only days ago 
when the existence 
of a 2005 New York 
State Comptroller 
report valuing the 
Ridge Hill property 
was divulged in an 
online comment on 
the Yonkers Tribune 
Website. The 
comment caused 
another individual 
to post the link to 
the report, which 
became the catalyst 
for The Hezitorial, 
which induced 
Democrat endorsed 
Yonkers mayoral candidate Dennis 
Robertson to ask Nick DeSantis, 
member of the accounting firm 
Bennett Kielson, and advisor 
to the Yonkers City Council, to 
ascertain a value for the Ridge Hill 
development site. His conclusion 
extrapolated the comptroller’s 
valuation of $630 million to that of 
$150 million presently. DeSantis’ 
figures were $124 million more 
than those valued by the Yonkers 
Industrial Development Agency 
(YIDA). From that point forward, 
patience atrophied, recollections 
of fact received little credibility in 
their telling, tempers quickened, 
lies were expressed, and bedlam 
was insinuating itself into the 
committee meetings of the Yonkers 

It’s Called  
Ridge Hill – So What Are 

We Fighting For?
City Council Tuesday night. Frayed 
nerves were  somewhat calmed 
by Wednesday morning’s YIDA 
meeting when YIDA Chairman and 

Mayor Phil Amicone 
presided over the 
meeting. When Mr. 
Robertson stood to 
ask Mayor Amicone 
to not vote further 
on issues regarding 
Ridge Hill, awaiting 
further inquiry by 
the Yonkers City 
Council, and by 
NYS Assemblyman 
Richard Brodsky, 
Mayor Amicone 
would not entertain 
his request, advising 
all within the Mayor’s 

Conference Room, “This is a public 
meeting, not a public hearing.”    
   The scenario that unfolded before 
the YIDA meeting on Wednesday 
had evolved out of the disarray 
made evident at the Yonkers City 
Council’s Tuesday night committee 
meeting in which Yonkers City 
Council President Chuck Lesnick 
attempted to change his demeanor 
from Lesnick the Liar to the 
personae of the discerning  litigator, 
somewhat akin, in his mind, at least,  
to the erudite Clarence Darrow, 
or that of the television character 
known as Perry Mason, or the 
likes of the folksy, but foxy Sam 
Erwin. Yet it was tardy asking those 

TransCare Receives 
Proclamation 

Outstanding Service Acknowledged 
During EMS Week

Pictured (left to right) with New Rochelle Mayor Bramson, are Assistant 
to the City Manager Omar Small, and TransCare representatives 

Paramedic Boris Reichlin, EMT Susan Sauro, Operations Manager 
Joe Salhab, Director of Corporate Development Dave Dawson, and 

Paramedic and Quality Assurance Manager Malcolm Dixon.

SOMERS, NY -- Enjoy a relaxing 
repast listening to cool jazz at 
Westchester’s largest publicly 
owned arboretum during Lunch at 
Lasdon, Fridays, July 6, 13, 20, and 
27 and August 3 and 10, at Lasdon 
Park, Arboretum and Veterans 
Memorial in Somers.
       Lunch at Lasdon is sponsored 

Lunchtime Jazz Concerts 
Offered at Lasdon 

Arboretum

by Westchester County Parks and 
the Friends of Lasdon Park and 
Arboretum.
      From noon to 2 p.m. each week, 
visitors can bring a lunch and enjoy 
the sounds of the Kevin Callaghan 
Trio and the ABCs of Jazz as they 

SCARSDALE, NY -- Born on June 
15, 1907, Eugene T. Rogliano, Sr. 
is celebrating his 100th birthday 
with a private barbeque bash at 
the Larchmont Shore Club this 
Saturday, June 15th  among 250 
loving relatives and friends. 
   Mr. Rogliano was born in 
Tuckahoe, NY, attended Eastchester 
schools, and worked in his father’s 
supermarket after school. In 
1928, he opened an auto repair 
shop but returned to the food 
industry, eventually operating five 
superettes.
  He joined the Eastchester Hook and 

Happy Birthday 
Mr. Eugene T. Rogliano, Sr.

Ladder Co. # 1 in 1928 and is still a 

current member and secretary.
   He met his future wife Marie in 
1939; they married in 1943; their 
extended family consists of five 
children, 11 grandchildren, and 
twelve great grandchildren.
   Mr. Rogliano is a life member of  
the Town and Village Civic Club, 
the Rotary Club, and the American 
Legion Scarsdale Post #52, as well 
as its current president.
   Happy birthday best wishes Mr. 
Eugene T. Rogliano, Sr. May the 
future years hold as much wonder 
as the first 100.

MOUNT KISCO, NY -- Club 
member Marianny Hidalgo has 
been awarded a college scholarship 
from the Jandon Foundation. She 
was recently recognized, along 
with fourteen other students 
graduating from local high schools 
for their academic achievements, 
at a ceremony held at the County 
Building in White Plains. 
   Marianny is a senior at Sleepy 
Hollow High School and will be 
attending Berkeley College in the 
fall. A resident of Tarrytown, NY, 
Marianny has been involved with 
the Boys and Girls Club since 7th 
grade. Marianny coordinates the 
Club’s backpack program, providing 
member with family meals for the 
weekend each Friday. She also 

Jandon Foundation Scholarship Awarded 
Club Member Marianny Hildalgo, Youth of the Year Finalist,  

Awarded $10,000 Scholarship

L to R: Westchester County Legislators Judy Myers (of Mamaroneck); 
George Oros (of Cortlandt); Lois Bronz (of Greenburgh); Marianny 
Hidalgo (of Tarrytown), 2007 Jandon Scholarship award winner; 

Westchester County Executive Andy Spano (of Yorktown Heights); and 
Jane and Donald Cecil (of Harrison), founders of the Jandon Foundation.

Good Counsel Academy of White Plains 
Seniors Celebrate at  

2007 Graduation Ceremony 

Shifting 
Sands:

Political 
Status 

Quo to be 
Challenged

Yonkers Council 
District 3 and 5,  
Mayoral Race  
in Contention

By Hezi Aris

YONKERS, NY -- The political 
tides ebb and flow. In Yonkers, 
we seem to have tsunami-like 
episodes, and on every front. 
   Yonkers City Council District 3, 
vacant by virtue of City Council 
Member Dennis Robertson’s run 
for Mayor of Yonkers has opened 

SOMERS, N.Y. – Leave it to 
an eye doctor to provide insight. 
During a particularly turbulent time 
in her high school career, indeed 
her life, senior Kerry Coughlin 
paid a visit to her optometrist, who 
told her about a sculpture he was 
working on.  He said his instructor 
had been less than enamored with 
it.  Why?  It was too perfect.

   “Imperfection is beautiful,” 
the instructor told him.  For several 
Kennedy Catholic seniors who have 

“Imperfection 
is  

Beautiful”
Several Seniors Rise 
Above Challenges to 

Make the Grade

By Barbara Barton Sloane
  
   Haven’t we all, at one time or 
another, dreamed of staying in an 
Italian villa?  Midway through our 
dream, however, reality sets in and 
the actual prospect of finding the 
perfect villa, arranging a stay, all 
seems daunting.  Where to start? 
A good starting place is by 
contacting Doorways Villa 
Vacations, based in Bryn Mawr 
PA.  Kit Burns, the president of 
Doorways, is intimately acquainted 
with Italy and represents many of its 
villas, estates and homes.  She and 
her staff match their clients to the 

It Takes a Villa
An Authentic Tuscan Experience

see It Takes A Villa Pg. 7

property.  They will work with you 
to choose the perfect location, the 
residence, and, if you wish, even 
create an itinerary personalized for 
your particular needs. 
   I recently had the chance to 
experience one of Kit’s Italian 
villas on the Buonvisi Estate near 
Lucca. The Buonvisi villa dates 
from 1505, and the owners, Joe 
and Gianna Dini, are gracious hosts 
who invite their guests to dinner 
where one samples foods typical of 
the region.  
   Driving up to Villa Buonvisi, 

see Jandon Foundation Pg.5



man named Guy Molinari. He had 
received complaints from Staten 
Islanders, although the statue was 
in Brooklyn.  I suggested that the 
artist in this case would love to 
have the work removed so he could 
sue and call attention to himself, his 
work and censorship in America.  
The artist did not call himself Dread 
Scott to frighten people.  He would 
like to have been involved in a great 
controversy, like his 19th century 
namesake, the fugitive slave Dred 
Scott, whose case went to the 
Supreme Court of the United States.    
   The Mayor wisely decided not 
to act.  A week later the sculpture 
came down, and a First Amendment 
controversy was avoided.  The 
Prospect Park Conservancy could 
review proposed art displays in 
advance, and make judgments as to 
appropriateness.  Art work that was 
obscene, racist, violent or otherwise 
objectionable did not have an 
untrammeled right to be displayed 
at City Hall or any other public 
place.  However, once you have put 
it up, you have to be very careful 
about taking it down prematurely. 
   Some of our West Side readers 
will defend Dread Scott’s work on 
the basis of artistic freedom.  He 
can paint or draw anything he 
wants, but for the city to display 
publicly the glorification of the 
murder of a police officer at a time 
and place when cops are being shot 
to death is a little strong for many 
of us Philistines (now Palestinians). 
   In our own effort to be fair and 
balanced,  we invite you to link the 
Dread Scott website, where you 
will see an entirely different view 
of the events we have described and 
the values we have expressed.  As 
Mayor Koch used to say, 
“If you agree with me on eight out 
of twelve issues, vote for me.  If 
you agree with me on twelve out of 
twelve issues, see a psychiatrist.” 
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The Hezitorial

From Page 1

“On the Level” 
with Hezi Aris and  

Guests on  
WVOX-1460 AM Radio

questions, besides, they would 
all be dashed when Sean Griffen, 
who came before the Yonkers City 
Council Committee to answer 
questions regarding Ridge Hill, 
did not. Griffen is the legal bond 
counsel for the City of Yonkers, 
employed as an outside contractor 
from the firm of Harris Beach. 
   What became evidently clear from 
the very beginning of the inquiries 
of Griffin was that many of the 
Council Members’ recollection did 
not coincide with those of Griffin’s. 
When Griffin said that in order to 
maintain privileged information 
from the press, the Yonkers City 
Council hierarchy (then Yonkers 
City Council President Richard 
Martinelli and then Majority 
Leader Liam McLaughlin) were 
included in those said discussions, 
yet Council Member Sandy Annabi, 
then Minority Leader said she 
was not ever part of any of those 
discussions. So much for the clarity 
of mind professed by Sean Griffin. 
   Circumstances, and situations 
expressed were traded among 
all those at the meeting. Each 
scenario was somewhat correct, yet 
somewhat incorrect. Each argument 
coalesced over the subject matter; 
each subject matter would scatter 
widely apart over the substance 
discussed. For some, it mattered 
years ago, who had espoused one 

It’s Called Ridge Hill – So What Are 
We Fighting For?

idea or another. One can say today 
that some were valid; some were 
not. Yet one may say that agendas 
were often promoted over that 
of concern for the public good. 
   It behooves us all to believe that 
each member of the Yonkers City 
Council and those in City Hall did 
the best they could in light of the 
complicated oversight demanded of 
them over the enormity known as the 
Ridge Hill Project. One may further 
say that despite good intentions not 
all of the City Council Members 
were then, and one may surmise 
even today, capable of grasping the 
enormity and complexity before 
them because of their provincial 
experiences, and their being kept 
ignorant by their own fellow City 
Council Members, as well as by 
City Hall and Yonkers Corporation 
Counsel. Rather than purposefully 
clinging together in concert toward 
serving the public good, each arm 
of government and its ancillary 
bodies were used to garner their 
own 15 seconds of notoriety, 

believing that a moment or two on 
Cable News 12 was more important 
than serving the public’s interests. 
   Economic development is a game 
entrenched in politics and in which 
the people are often shunted to 
the side while the battles among 
personalities are fought and won 
over the political carcasses of past 
and present day adversaries. The 
people lose despite each camp 
believing they have magnanimously 
and brilliantly served their 
constituencies. In reality few 
among the branches of government 
speak to one another. Each in their 
ivory towers are left to fend for 
themselves under a strict code of 
conduct that denies  communication 
and discourse. We have lost the art 
of speaking to one another. We 
no longer understand each other. 
Too often government barks out 
orders, rationalizing and explaining 
none, and expecting obedience. 
   Still, America has weaned us to 
ask questions. In years past, some 
of those questions were asked and 
answered. Those that were asked 
and left unanswered caused some 
of our ideals to decay. America 
wants an honest and transparent 
explanation to the issues that 
confront us, be they development 
projects, budget issues, education 
concerns, crime, and quality of life 
issues. All in all, the principals we 
believe in today are those for which 

our forefathers valiantly fought 
then and fight on the international 
arena now. As foreboding as the 
issues may be, the telling and 
sharing of them, transform them to 
be less so. They allow us each to do 
what we can to work in concert to 
overcome them all. Yonkers needs 
only be called upon to meet the 
challenges that confront us as a city. 
Yonkers is capable of tackling any 
task – but we must be made aware 
of them with honesty and respect. 
   With the expectation that the 
public good will be served by the 

combined efforts of those elected 
to serve us, we must re-engage 
our efforts to that end. Yonkers 
deserves a hearing in which any and 
every question may be asked and 
explained by our elected officials 
and their appointees before Yonkers 
cable access channel and before 
the City council chambers. It may 
be repetitive, but it is also what 
the public is demanding to some. 
   Yonkers deserves to get the best 
agreement possible. That is what 
we’re all fighting for.

YONKERS, NY – Mount Vernon 
Police Commissioner David Chong 
and Yonkers Police Commissioner 
Edmund Hartnett will speak about 
the similar challenges their specific 
police departments face in serving 
their communities. The radio 
microphones will come to life at 
10:00 amOur discussion will span a 
full hour, closing the show at 11:00 
am. 
The call-in talk format may be heard 

on WVOX-1460 AM radio on your 
dial, every Tuesday between 10 am 
and 11 am, or by way of
 live audio streaming technology 
through the Internet at 
www.WVOX.com.

Your participation is shamelessly 
solicited. 

Join the discussion by calling 1-
914 / 636.0110. 

When you do, please stay on topic.

Tuesday, June 19, 2007

New York Civic

By Henry J. Stern

   
NEW YORK, NY -- The city’s Parks 
Department has been told to pay 
$56,750 to settle a lawsuit brought 
on behalf of graduate art students at 
Brooklyn College..  The school had 
asked for and received permission 
from Parks to display temporarily 
their students’ work in the Brooklyn 
War Memorial, a building in 
Cadman Plaza Park built to honor 
Brooklynites who served in World 
Wars I and II.   Although most of 
the paintings and sculptures were 
not objectionable, one sculpture 
depicted a man holding a p-
nis.  Another contained a live rat, and 
a third showed various homosexual 
acts.  Straight sex is apparently 
out of vogue with these artists. 
   Shocked by what he saw, which 
violated an oral agreement he said 
he had with the college, Brooklyn  
Parks Commissioner Julius Spiegel 
ordered the works removed on 
May 4, 2006.  The exhibit was 
dismantled, and several pieces 
damaged accidentally by park 
workers.  The rat, a durable creature, 
was reported to have escaped injury.  
   The story was covered yesterday 
in the Brooklyn edition of the 
Daily News  by Nick Reisman 
and John Marzulli. The news gave 
the story its lead editorial today, 
under the headline, CHILDREN 
BEHAVING BADLY.  The 
headline refers to the art students, 
not the city officials.  The Times 
covered the story on June 7 in 
a news brief by Felicia R. Lee 
A snippet by Stefanie Cohen 
appeared in the Post yesterday. 
“The art show,” she wrote, 
“included caged rats and images 
of sexy nuns and gay sex.”. 
    Attorney Norman Siegel, twice 
a candidate for Public Advocate, 
represented the students in action 
against the city.

   The Corporation Counsel 
represents city agencies, and 
concluded that it was in the city’s 

Brooklyn College Art Show: Clasped Penis and Live Rat
City to Pay $56K to Can It

interest to settle the case for a 
relatively small amount.  Under 
the agreement, the 18 students and 
their professor will receive $750 
each, and Mr. Siegel will pocket 
$42,500 in legal fees.  It is unusual 
for a lawyer to receive 75 per cent 
of a settlement and his 19 clients to 
divide the remaining 25%, but there 
is no question that Mr. Siegel’s 
vigorous advocacy and media 
access were of great assistance 
in obtaining the settlement. 
   The settlement included the 
extraction of an apology from 
Commissioner Spiegel.  His 
statement was a watered down 
version of the British sailors’ 
confession to entering into Iranian 
waters.  It suggested a bully 
requiring his victim to say he was 
sorry, when in fact he was sorry only 

that the bully was squeezing him. 
   The Corporation Counsel acted 
fairly and reasonably in settling the 
case.  First Amendment issues have 
a way of getting out of hand, and 
the unilateral removal of the art 
work was not the proper way to do 
it.  Corporation Counsel Michael 
A. Cardozo has set a modern 
record by serving two terms at a 
salary which is a fraction of what 
he previously earned.  And the city 
is winning more cases recently, as 
the result of the work of his office. 
    Nonetheless, you as a taxpayer 
may ask: why should we have 
to pay damages for the removal 
of a hand clasping a p-nis, a live 
rat and a depiction of a blow job 
from a public place frequented 
by parents and young children?  
   Legal cases are sometimes 
settled because one party does not 
want to risk a judicial decision 
which would set a precedent, 
or a defendant does not want to 
take the chance of a substantial 
award by a jury.risk a jury award. 
In this case the unilateral removal 
of the artwork, without notice to 
anyone, was not the proper way to 
proceed, since the permit that had 

been granted was not contingent 
on any particular type of art being 
shown, nor did the artwork require 
the approval of the Borough 
Commissioner to be displayed.  
The Borough Commissioner did 
not follow the due process required 
in cases involving First Amendment 
issues, whether or not the paintings 
were appropriate for public display.

 
Dread Scott and 
Dead Cop: Art of 

the Next Revolution 
Why We Ignored It 
in 1994:  What We 
Learned About the 

Revolution, and What 
We Did - or Didn’t  - 

Do About It.
  
   A similar situation arose in 
Brooklyn in 1994, the first year I 
was Parks Commissioner under 
Mayor Giuliani.  An artist who 
called himself Dread Scott created 
a sculpture of a police officer, 
a headless mannikin,  who was 
lying on the ground bleeding, 
having just been slain by a young 
revolutionary.  Many protests 
came in from veterans’ groups and 
Staten Island Borough President 
Guy Molinari.  On hearing of the 
issue, I followed Rule 12-G “Go 

to the scene.” and drove at once to 
the large monument , the Soldiers 
and Sailors Memorial Arch, in 
Brooklyn’s Grand Army Plaza at 
the northern end of Prospect Park.  
   There was a staircase within 
the large arch.  I climbed two 
flights and there was the display in 
question.  It featured a dying police 
officer, bleeding onto the ground.  A 
young rebel faced the sprawled 
body.  The revolutionary appeared 
to be holding a liquor bottle in each 
hand.  I thought that did not depict 
the “freedom fighter” in a favorable 
light and asked why..  It was then 
explained to me that although they 
looked like liquor bottles, they were 
in fact Molotov cocktails, bottles 
filled with gasoline to be flung at 
tanks.  For youngsters, Molotov 
was the Soviet foreign minister 
under Stalin..  The name itself 
means hammer, just as Stalin meant 
steel, and Lenin came from beyond 
the Lena river.  They were born as 
Scriabin, Djugashvili and Ulyanov - 
which are scarcely noms de guerre. 
     The question became what to do 
about the Dread Scott picture. The 
exhibit was clearly inflammatory, it 
degraded the police and exalted the 
revolution to come.  The artist had a 
perfect right to draw, paint or sculpt 
whatever he wanted.  The issue was 
why should the state voluntarily 
choose to display it in a public 
place.  Veterans and police groups 
demanded its immediate removal., 
but I did not want to do that. 
     The sculpture was in a place so 
obscure that even I had never heard 
of it before this event.   The space 
was open to the public only a few 
afternoons each week for a few 
hours.  There was about a week 
left before the exhibition would 
end.  A generous estimate would be 
that the gallery had about a dozen 
visitors a day, and not everyone 
stopped at the shot cop, most went 
on to see their own works of art..  
   The issue was placed before 
Mayor Giuliani by the Borough 
President of Staten Island, a good 

Henry Stern is president of New 
York Civic (www.NYCivic.org). 
He was New York City’s Parks 
Commissioner for fifteen years 

under Mayors Koch and Giuliani.
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Ready,
“Radio achieves its 

highest calling when it 

resembles a platform, a 

forum for the expression 

of many different 

viewpoints …” 
-A.J. Parkinson 

                 

WHITNEY RADIO 

(914) 636-1460 

Weir Only Human

From Page 1

The Knoxville Horror

Like Klockwork

By Bob Weir

The dictionary defines the word 
savage as beast-like, primitive and 
lacking the restraints normal to 
civilized human beings. 
   Usually, these terms are applied 
to the four-legged beasts that prowl 
the jungles of the world in search 
of a fur-covered dinner. After the 
animal kills its prey and has a meal, 
it will find a place to quietly rest 
and digest. 
   But there’s another type of animal. 
It walks on two legs, is generally 
well-fed, but spends its time 
hunting for human prey. This type 
of savage derives pleasure from 
dehumanizing, torturing, mutilating 
and ultimately murdering its 
victims. 
   They walk among us as though 
they belong to the same species, 
but make no mistake about it, they 
belong to a sub-human category 
that is totally bereft of anything 

resembling homo-sapiens. If any 
human is unfortunate enough 
to become cornered by one of 
these creatures, he or she will 
be destined for a Hell on earth, 
and death will become the only 
release from the monstrous ordeal. 
   A few months ago, Christopher 
Newsom and Shannon Christian, 
a young couple in Knoxville, 
Tennessee, were out on a date 
when five of the aforementioned 
savages carjacked them, bound and 
blindfolded them and drove them 
to a rented house where two of the 
savages lived. Once inside, the rape 
and torture began. 
   The details of this gruesome crime 
are so sick and ghastly that I refuse 
to describe it. 
   Suffice to say that the beasts did 
things to those innocent kids the 
civilized mind could not possibly 
imagine. After a few days in the 
clutches of these malevolent 
monsters, the victims were 

butchered and 
one was set afire 
while the other 
was placed in 
several plastic 
bags. 
   Now, you can 
ask yourself what 
kind of human 
beings could be so devoid of 
feelings that they would get pleasure 
out of such an atrocity. However, 
you would be falling into the trap 
of allowing yourself to think of 
them as humans. Such thinking is a 
weakness that these animals will be 
quick to exploit.
   I suppose we’ll never know 
how these creatures were able to 
abduct their victims. Perhaps one 
of them strolled over to the car 
with a cigarette dangling from its 
rapacious jaws and asked for a 
match. The unsuspecting driver, not 
wanting to appear rude, may have 
rolled down the window just before 

having a gun 
stuck in his face. 
   This should be 
a cautionary tale 
for the rest of 
us. If a stranger 
approaches in 
a deserted area, 
don’t be afraid to 

be rude; it’s better than being dead. 
Keep in mind, it only takes a second 
to get the drop on you, but it may 
take days of torment before your 
agony ends.  
   Due to the paucity of publicity 
being given this horrendous 
crime, most people didn’t know 
about it until the bloggers began 
disseminating the details. Many are 
saying it was a hate crime because 
the animals are black and the 
victims are white. The police don’t 
appear to have any evidence of race 
being a factor. Maybe that’s because 
the only ones who would know are 
deceased; a condition made certain 

by their abductors.
   Nevertheless, it is more than a 
bit suspicious that the mainstream 
media didn’t see fit to run scathing 
headlines and televised bulletins 
about a crime so heinous that it 
must rank near the top in terms of 
sheer brutality. Yes, the bloggers 
are, quite appropriately, suggesting 
that if this had been five white 
savages and two innocent blacks, 
there would be a firestorm of racial 
invective from coast to coast. 
   Undoubtedly, race-baiters 
Sharpton and Jackson would be 
in Knoxville protesting against 
the discrimination by white police 
authorities that allow such atrocities 
to occur. There would be no need 
for evidence of color as a motive; 
the mere fact that blacks had been 
hurt by whites would be enough to 
impute race hatred as the cause.
   We’ll never fully comprehend 
the unspeakable horror the victims 
endured, but, thanks to excellent 

police work, we do have the animals 
responsible. 
   Newsome and Christian, 23 and 
21 respectively, had every right 
to believe that they would have a 
future. The laws that were made 
to protect them from bloodthirsty 
jackals have failed them miserably. 
All that’s left is the hope that justice 
will inevitably prevail and that 
their killers will be put to death. 
Execution is too good for them, 
but it’s the best we can do with the 
current system. 
   We may need another system; 
one in which the killers would be 
begging for the relief of death, 
instead of fighting for their lives. 
In such a system, even sub-humans 
might fear the wrath of the law.

Bob Weir is a contributing 
columnist to Yonkers Tribune and 

Westchester Times Tribune. .  
BobWeir777@aol.com.

By Jason Gooljar

   I’ve been doing a lot of reading 
lately on how governments 
throughout the existence of western 
civilization have known about the 
power of education. They knew that 
the more educated and informed 
their subjects or their citizenry were, 
the more powerful they’d become. 
Therefore, the educated masses 
would present more of a threat to 
a government controlled by the 
few in the form of an aristocracy, 
corporatocracy, monarchy, 
authoritarian or totalitarian 
government, or a feudalistic state.  
   It was always felt that the working 
classes had no need for education. 

So Why Don’t They Listen?
The elite who were also believers 
in Social Darwinism frowned upon 
the allocation of government funds 
towards the education of people not 
of their ilk. Their reasoning was: 
why fill the heads of the common 
folk with ideas and concepts that 
they will never put to use anyway? 
How could these lowly people think 
on their own? Let alone appreciate 
things like music, art, and culture? 
Many of the upper echelons of 
society felt that intelligence could 
only be passed down through their 
bloodlines and that only the best 
among man should breed, hence 
the start of the Eugenics movement. 
(Civilization by Osborne p. 436) 
This is also the thinking that held 

sway over the 
a n t e b e l l u m 
era of slavery 
in the United 
States where 
the education 
of slaves was 
forbidden for 
the most part.      
   With all this 
history behind 
us, you would 
think, we the 
masses would 
be perceptive 
to the forces 
exerting their influence upon us to 
deny us access to education, and 
information that is often right before 

our eyes. You 
would think we 
would realize 
the importance 
of keeping 
o u r s e l v e s 
informed and 
being civically 
engaged. But 
like the Romans 
citizens who 
were entertained 
by circuses, what 
keeps us from 
awakening? It 
would appear 

that only in times of unthinkable 
chaos, like with The Great 
Depression, or Hurricane Katrina, 

do we realize what has been done 
and then seek to reverse it through 
the ballot box and by other measures.  
   For many, the goings on of daily life 
is consumed by  a job, family, and 
bills to pay. It’s hard to keep tabs on 
those in control of the government. 
On Election Day those who do 
bother to vote often don’t know 
exactly where the candidates stand 
on the issues and vote according to 
aesthetic reasons. It takes Al Gore 
helping a documentary win an Oscar 
for us to be more likely interested 
in beginning to think about global 
warming. Of course the “powers 
that be” realized that when you 
have too strong a middle class they 
will get active and informed so you 

can’t have too strong an economy 
or too tight a labor market right?  
I guess most people who don’t 
concern themselves with current 
affairs can give good reasons. But 
adding to everyday life are the 
“circuses” of the media that keep us 
in the dark as well. Will it take the 
outbreak of a Avian Flu pandemic 
to wake us up again? 

Visit Jason Gooljar, at
http://www.jasongooljar.com 
the progressive liberal on a 

crusade!online.

By Joe Klock, Sr.

 
   The news item didn’t bother, or 
even interest me at first, distressed 
and distracted as I was by such 
weightier matters as the (double 
entendre intended) sadism of my 
bathroom scale and the troubling 
tribulations of Paris Watzername. 
   But, as my 59th official Father’s 
Day approached, I was given 
pause by a strange revelation 
reported in our local birdcage liner. 
   A female bonnethead shark, 
known to have been certifiably 
celibate for her entire life, gave 
birth to a perfectly formed pup 
(yup, that’s what they call ‘em) at 
the Henry Doorly Zoo in Omaha. 
   Fishmeisters there initially 
 assumed that this unlikely event 
had been the product of a rare 
crossbreeding with one of the 
other sharkish species in the 
same aquarium, but this theory 
was scotched when an autopsy 
was performed following the 

Is the Human Father a Vanishing Breeder?
pup’s demise at the hands - well, 
the jaws, actually - of a fellow 
tenant in the tank (you think 
YOU had a rough childhood?). 
   Seems that the mystery baby’s DNA 
showed nary a trace of a dear old Dad! 
   The only possible conclusion was 
that Mamashark did the whole deal, 
from egg to newborn fry  without 
benefit of male fertilization. 
   The phenomenon is known in 
piscatorial circles (Like that word? 
Wait’ll you see the next one!) as 
“parthenogenesis,” taken from the 
Greek words for virgin and creation. 
   The “p” word refers to the 
unique ability of certain forms 
of plant and animal life to 
reproduce without the need of 
sire, stamen, stud, sperm donor or 
any other variation of Papahood.  
   More common in the vegetable 
world and unnecessary among 
minerals, this asexual repopulation 
process is rare in the animal 
kingdom, although the trick is turned 
by jellyfish, corals, tapeworms, 

starfish, water 
fleas, aphids, night 
crawlers, parasitic 
wasps and some 
types of ants and 
honeybees - none 
among our closest 
genetic kinfolk. 
   The nearest it 
comes in human 
physiology is 
hermaphroditism. 
(If you don’t know 
what that means, 
your peace of 
mind and soul will best be served 
by not looking it up...trust me!) 
   Aside: If, having read this far, 
you wish to accuse me of showing 
off with big words, so be it - but 
they were all a necessary segue to 
the point of this column, to wit:  
   I have a nagging suspicion that 
Mother Nature (note that specific 
gender) and her female descendants 
might be hatching a long-term 
plot to phase out us human males 

in general or, at 
least, our function 
as Patresfamilias 
(Okay, safe to 
look that ‘un up). 
   Mind you, we’re 
projecting into 
a future perhaps 
spanning countless 
millennia, before 
which time the 
earth may have 
either been 
warmed to a 
cinder, inundated 

by melted glaciers, nuked into 
a radioactive trash heap, or 
overrun with predatory terrorists. 
   Since all such cataclysms would 
occur well after even the most 
brilliant of my columns will have long 
been forgotten (yes, even THAT is a 
grim possibility), you might wonder 
why I’m now sounding an alarm.  
   Well, it’s because I’m concerned 
that, if the universe lasts long enough, 
human fathers as we now know them 

will become as extinct as dinosaurs 
and straight-talking politicians. 
   Having been blessed with, and 
awed by, seven daughters, I (and 
my only-begotten son) have learned 
to accept the reality that this is no 
longer the “man’s world” of old. 
   For better or for worse - mostly 
the former - modern women 
have breached the battlements of 
a pretended male superiority in 
business, politics, family control 
and, alas, some aspects of modern 
mores they might, arguably, have 
left alone; but we won’t go there 
- here, now or most likely ever.  
   However, I resolutely draw the 
line at certain male prerogatives, 
ranging from the ability to make 
roadside pitstops to our critical 
role in the reproductive process. 
   If, with the obvious cooperation 
of that mother of all mothers 
since motherhood began, the 
bonnethead sharkette has mastered 
parthenogenesis, there is a real 
- albeit remote - possibility 

that our female descendants 
may one day do likewise. 
   That gives rise to a reasonable 
fear that the Fathers Days of 
the future will honor subhuman 
wretches whose principal 
functions will be putting out the 
trash and lifting heavy things. 
   Meanwhile, I must confess that 
it’s the best job I ever had, one into 
which I stumbled with absolutely 
no measurable pre-training. 
   I thus acquired sources of 
unbounded love beyond anything I 
could possibly imagine - even under 
the threat of that worrisome “p” 
thing  and the continuing erosion of 
my gender-based perks.

Freelance wordworker Joe Klock, 
Sr. (joeklock@aol.com) is a 

winter Floridian who summers 
in New Hampshire. More of his 

“Klockwork,” is at 
www.joeklock.com.

the contest for office among 
three Democrats. The Yonkers 
Democrats endorsed Sam Borelli 
at their April Convention, yet  Joan 
Gronowski maintained her resolve 
to challenge for the office, and 
today, Raymond Galinski joined 
the fray. In the meantime, the 
Republicans are deciding among 
YPD Detective Thomas Powrie 
and Public Affairs Director Richard 
Halevy  for the candidate who will 
seek the 3rd District Council seat. 
   District 5, in which incumbent 
Republican endorsed candidate 
John Murtagh is seeking a second 
term will be challenged by attorney 
Jodi Mosiello. Yonkers GOP 
Chairman Zehy Jereis advised 
Yonkers Tribune that he is behind 
Jodi Mosiello candidacy whole-
heartedly. “Murtagh’s record on 
taxes and spending do not reflect 
District 5,” said GOP Chairman 
Jereis. “Murtagh has been the 
most divisive figure on the City 
Council,” concluded Jereis. A 
Democrat to contest for District 
5 has not yet come forward. 
   In the race for Mayor of Yonkers, 
Republican and Conservative 
endorsed incumbent Mayor 
Phil Amicone has also won the 
backing of the Westchester County 
Independence Party. Despite 
Mayor Amicone’s frontrunner 
status, fellow Republican Vincenza 

Restiano is focused on challenging 
him in the Republican Primary; 
Nader Sayegh, in a contest to 
dislodge Giulio Cavallo from 
Chairman of the Westchester 
County Conservative Party has 
advised Westchester Times Tribune 
that he will challenge Mayor 
Amicone in the Independence Party 
primary. John Folkerts, Chairman 
of the Yonkers Conservative Party 
is also said to seriously contemplate 
primarying Mayor Amicone for the 
Conservative party line. All the 
challengers who plan to primary 
Mayor Amicone for respective party 
lines, by the nature of each of their 
contests will cause Mayor Amicone 
to have less time to focus on the 
final contest against the Democrat 
endorsed candidate for Mayor 
of Yonkers, Dennis Robertson. 
   Those that intend to challenge 
Mayor Amicone, while segregated 
in their efforts, will, in a sense, gain 
strength from each other’s efforts 
by the sheer number of their effort. 
With three contests conjectured to 
foist challenges to Mayor Amicone, 
the plausibility of at least one win 
among the three exists; it further 
increases the probability that even 
two may win over the incumbent. 
At present, these assertions may or 
may not prove to come about. They 
are however the intention of each 
candidate.

Shifting Sands:
Political 

Status Quo 
to be Challenged

Yonkers Council District 3 and 5,  
Mayoral Race in Contention
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Government

Washington, D.C. -- The House 
Appropriations Committee 
today passed the 2008 Military 
Construction and Veterans Affairs 
Appropriations bill, which includes 
a provision that mirrors legislation 
introduced by Congresswoman Nita 
Lowey (D-Westchester/Rockland) 
to disclose the quality of care across 
the VA health care system.  
   “Our military veterans deserve 
nothing less than the absolute very 
best we can provide for them,” 
Lowey said.  “Deficiencies in 
the physical conditions in many 
veterans’ facilities and the appalling 
conditions uncovered at Walter 
Reed Medical Center demand 
transparency and accountability in 
the VA health system.  These report 
cards will ultimately help to ensure 
that we provide the highest quality 
of care possible to our brave men 
and women who have served.”
   The provision is based on 
legislation written by Lowey, the 
VA Hospital Quality Report Card 
Act of 2007.  It mandates that the 
Department of Veterans Affairs 

Appropriations 
Committee Approves 
Lowey Provision to 

Disclose Conditions at 
Veterans Hospitals

Provision Requires VA to Publish Report 
Cards on Hospital Care

establish a formal Hospital Report 
Card Initiative and publish reports 
on individual hospital care.  The 
report cards would emphasize 
quality measures aligned with those 
used in the National Healthcare 
Quality Report, including measures 
of effectiveness, safety, timeliness, 
efficiency, patient-centeredness, and 
equity.  In addition, the report cards 
would provide information on other 
quality priorities for patients, such 
as staffing levels of nurses, rates 
of infections acquired in hospitals, 
volume of procedures performed, 
and availability of specialized care.  
The VA Department would also 
report measures of relevance to a 
number of priority populations, 
including women, rural, disabled, 
and minority veterans.
   This provision would not only force 
the VA to establish a regular self-
assessment of its hospital system, 
it would also provide our nation’s 
veterans with the information they 
need to make important health care 
decisions.

ALBANY, NY -- “Last week we 
passed a bill that strikes the balance 
between keeping our families 
safe and ensuring that innocent 
people are not thrown in jail for 
crimes they did not commit,” said 
Assemblyman Bradley. “There are 
too many stories about the wrong 
person being convicted, even when 
the DNA evidence tells police that 
the real criminal is still out there.” 
   Assemblyman Adam Bradley 
(D-White Plains) announced that 
the Assembly passed legislation 
he supported requiring DNA 
samples from those convicted 
of all misdemeanors, allowing 
for indictments from unknown 
assailants and instituting measures 
to protect the innocent (A.8693). 
   The Assembly held a public 
hearing recently to discuss reducing 
instances of wrongful convictions 
and expanding the statewide DNA 
database. Protecting the innocent is 
a vital component of this legislation 
and Bradley believes that the 
Assembly’s approach improves 
public safety and ensures justice. 
“The case of Jeffrey Deskovic is 
an example of why this measure is 
essential in New York,” continued 
Bradley. “Here was a teenager 
who was thrown in jail for a crime 
he did not commit, while the real 
perpetrator was walking free on our 
streets, free to cause more pain and 
heartache to another family.” 
   Bradley is referring to the case of 

Balancing Act: Safer 
Streets When the Real 

Criminal is Behind Bars 
Bill to Expand DNA Database Includes 

Measures to Reduce Instances of  
Wrongful Convictions

Mr. Deskovic, a Peekskill man, who 
was convicted of a crime he did not 
commit. Mr. Deskovic was just 16 
when he was interrogated for hours 
and gave a false confession. In 
addition, his DNA sample did not 
match the sample taken from the 
crime scene. This young man spent 
half of his life in prison and was 
only recently released.
   “The technology is at our fingertips 
and DNA has been paramount in 
catching criminals 
and bringing closure to families who 
have lost loved ones,” said Bradley. 
However, we had to address the 
other part of this story, when 
teenagers and adults are convicted 
and the DNA testing proves their 
innocence.” 
Specific provisions of the bill 
include: 
• Creating a Commission for the 
Integrity of the Criminal Justice 
System, which will examine 
wrongful convictions revealed by 
DNA – and will have subpoena 
power to get to the bottom of 
cases; 
• Requiring that police station 
interrogations of suspects be 
videotaped to help assure accurate 
convictions; and 
• Ensuring that prosecutors can 
indict unnamed suspects identified 
solely by DNA evidence left at 
crime scenes – called “John Doe” 
indictments. 

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- Westchester 
County Clerk Timothy C. Idoni 
praises the Westchester County 
Board of Legislators’ passage 
last night of an amendment to 
county law regarding the licensing 
of plumbers and electricians in 
Westchester County.  The amended 
law, which passed unanimously, 
clarifies that both the Electrical 
Licensing Board and the Board of 
Plumbing Examiners can impose 
civil penalties in the form of 
monetary fines for violations of the 
respective county laws.  In addition, 
the amended law provides that fines 
can be levied for each violation of 
the law and matters that rise to the 
level of a criminal offense can be 
referred by the boards to the District 
Attorney’s Office. 
   “Our trades licensing boards now 
have the clear and unambiguous 
authority to levy fines against 
individuals who violate our 
plumbing and electrical laws. 
Westchester residents can now 
sleep safer at night,” stated County 
Clerk Idoni whose office includes 
the Trades Licensing Division 
responsible for the licensing of 
plumbers and electricians and the 
support of the Electrical Licensing 
Board and the Board of Plumbing 
Examiners.  “And our Trades 
Licensing Inspectors, who travel 
the county to ensure that individuals 
performing plumbing and electrical 
work are properly licensed, will be 
able to focus on keeping those who 
live and work in Westchester County 
protected,” concluded Idoni.

   The amended law also extends 
the authority to grant reciprocal 
licenses to individuals licensed 
outside of Westchester County 
who meet certain requirements of 
the Board of Plumbing Examiners.  
This authority was already held 
by the Electrical Licensing Board.  
“Plumbers licensed in other 
jurisdictions will still be required 
to prove competence and will still 
pay the same statutory licensing 
fee,” stated Program Director of 
the Trades Licensing Division, 
Edward Brady, Jr., “but the new law 
will allow the Board of Plumbing 
Examiners to issue a license to an 
individual who has not taken the 
Westchester County Plumbing 
Examination if that individual has 
passed an exam and is licensed 
in a jurisdiction which requires 
equivalent qualifications.”
   The Office of the Westchester 
County Clerk’s Trades Licensing 
Division assists plumbers and 
electricians who are applying for 
professional licenses, as well as 
consumers who would like to check 
the status of a plumber or electrician 
they wish to hire.  In addition, 
the office provides administrative 
support to the Electrical Licensing 
Board and the Plumbing Examining 
Board.  The office is located at 110 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. in 
White Plains and is open from 9 
a.m. until 5 p.m., Monday through 
Friday, excluding legal holidays.  

For more information, please 
contact the Trades Licensing 
Division at (914)995-2657.

County Clerk Tim Idoni 
Praises Legislation 
Confirming Penalty 

Provisions of County 
Plumbing and 

Electrical Laws
Legislation Also Extends Reciprocal 

Licensing Provisions to Plumbers

Westchester County Clerk Tim Idoni , with Trades Licensing Division staff 
Steve Reese, Edward Brady, Jr., Carol Bonanno, and Lou Campisi.

NEW YORK, NY --Senator Jeff 
Klein (D-Bronx/Westchester) 
joined by Senator Martin Dilan (D-
Brooklyn), enthusiastic members 
of the New York State Young 
Democrats, and the New York 
Democratic Lawyer’s Council 
released the results of an extensive 
study of colleges in New York State 
that reveals both public and private 
institutions not following the letter 
of Federal Law which requires 
them to make voter registration 
forms readily accessible to enrolled 
students. 
    The report, Youth At the Polls:  
A Survey of Voter Registration at 
NYS Colleges, surveyed over 60 
schools across the state. Under a 
1998 Amendment of the Higher 
Education Act all colleges in good 
faith are required to provide voter 
registration forms to students 
physically on campus before the 
state’s deadline for federal and 
gubernatorial elections. New York 
State election law also requires 
every public college and university 
(SUNY & CUNY) to provide voter 
registration forms to every student 
at the start of each academic year 
and in January of presidential 
election years. 
   Despite the state and federal 
mandate, a quarter of public schools 
surveyed were not equipped to 
register students to vote, and 

New York Colleges Fail 
Voter Registration Test 
Klein Releases Study: “Youth at the Polls, 

a Survey of the Effectiveness of Voter 
Registration at New York Colleges”

 
Unveils Plan for Democracy: Expand Voter 

Registration Legislation

90% failed to send students voter 
registration materials in the mail. 
Of private schools, only 50% 
made voter registration materials 
available on campus, and 0% offered 
information by mail. In addition, 
over 100,000 students enrolled 
in the 2004-2005 academic year 
could not obtain voter registration 
materials on campus. This number 
represents only a sampling of 
schools from across the state, but 
if all schools were included the 
number would skyrocket.  
   “Voter registration is an issue of 
increasing importance as the country 
heads into the 2008 election cycle. 
Fraud was a significant concern in 
the last two general elections, and 
with two serious contenders coming 
out of our great state and an earlier 
primary, New York should be the 
very model of democracy.” Klein 
continued, “Our young people are 
our greatest asset and if we don’t 
make a serious effort to teach them 
the value of their vote by making it 
as simple as possible to participate 
in our democracy, than we have 
disenfranchised them from their 
birth right as citizens of the United 
States of America.” 
   Furthermore, staff members 
who simulated the experience of a 
student asking for voter registration 
information by calling up school 
administrative offices were 

confronted with a series of remarks 
such as: “You can’t register to vote 
on campus, I’ve never heard of that,” 
“We used to have them,” “Check 
with the post office,” “We may have 
them in a cabinet somewhere.”
    “It is unacceptable that students 
who go to the trouble to participate 
in the democratic process should be 
denied access by the very institution 

that is required to assist them,” 
commented Klein. 
    In response, Klein has proposed 
new legislation that would require 
the state to mail a voter registration 
form to every eligible voter in New 
York State when they turn 18. He 
called on the Board of Elections to 
do a feasibility study and consult 
with state agencies to compile the 
broadest possible list of 18 year olds 
and their addresses.  Included in this 
effort would be individuals already 
possessing state driving, hunting, 
fishing and other licenses; as well 
as Child Health Plus participants 
and young people in the foster care 
system, who are too often left out of 
the public discourse.  
   Klein then went one step further, 
calling to expand the registration 
enrollment period to all 17-year-
olds, who under the current law, 
cannot register unless they will 
turn 18 by Election Day.  He cited 

the experience of a member of 
the Bronx chapter of the Young 
Democrats who at 18 had gone to 
vote only to find that she was not in 
fact registered: 
“Expanding the law will allow us 
to enroll more voters while they are 
still students in the public education 
system, thus eradicating one more 
hurdle to electoral participation. 
If Andrea had had access to voter 
registration information in her high 
school she would not have missed 
out on this formative experience in 
a young person’s life,” said Klein.  
   “The current system is inadequate 
and thousands of potential voters 
are going unregistered. I applaud 
Senator Klein’s actions and look 
forward to working together to 
further the promise of democracy,” 
added Matthew Morningstar, a 
representative from The New York 
Democratic Lawyers Council, a 
chapter of the National Democratic 
Lawyers Council (NDLC), which is 
a national organization of attorneys 
dedicated to advancing the goals of 
election reform.  

   According to the United States 
Election Project less than 50% of 
voters in New York State voted in 
the 2004 general election. 
   “Active young people are what 
galvanize this nation. Great 
movements for change have been 
brought about because young 
people exercised their power at the 
polls and we want to make sure that 
the next generation can continue 
that mighty American tradition,” 
added Senator Dilan. 
    “The great thing about our country 
is that every vote is of equal value, 
regardless of age or influence. Ours 
is the voice of change, politicians 
and candidates have a duty to target 
the next generation of leaders. 
College campuses should reflect 
that reality by taking active steps 
to ensure that every student’s 
education can be translated directly 
into action,” said Mel Gagarin, 
a representative from the New 
York State Young Democrats.  
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PURCHASE, NY -- Purchase 
College President Thomas J. 
Schwarz has been appointed 
by Governor Eliot Spitzer to 
the newly-created New York 
State Commission on Higher 
Education. The Commission is 
charged with identifying ways 
of improving the quality of 
higher education in New York. 
   “It is an honor to have 
been appointed to the Higher 
Education Commission by 
Governor Spitzer,” said 
Schwarz. “I know the Governor 
is committed to making New 
York among the leaders in 
public higher education and I 
look forward to working with 
my colleagues on exploring 
innovative ways to improve 
and strengthen our public 
university system. The results 
will be well worth our time and 
commitment.” 
   The Commission will study the 

Purchase College President Thomas 
J. Schwarz Appointed to Governor 

Spitzer’s Commission on 
Higher Education

current higher education system 
and make recommendations 

about improving access to the 
state’s public higher education 
system, expanding its degree 
programs to reflect state and 
regional economic development 
objectives, preparing 
community college graduates 
for a smooth transition to four-
year institutions and/or obtain 
high value jobs upon graduation, 
and enhance the capacity of 
the state’s university research 
centers to regain New York’s 
preeminent status in academic 
research while providing 
additional opportunities for high 
value employment.
   The Commission will also 
make recommendations on 
how to attract the best and 
brightest students and faculty 
and enlisting them in the service 
of the economic, humanitarian 
and civic needs of their 
communities.

assists younger members 
with their homework and 
plays sports with them. 
She was selected as a 2007 
Youth of the Year finalist, 
the highest honor that the 
club bestows on one of its 
members. Marianny was 
presented with the Chris 
Cutri Memorial Award 
at the Boys and Girls Clubs of 
Northern Westchester 12th annual 
Humanitarian Award Dinner for 
her positive attitude and integrity. 
This award recognizes outstanding 
sportsmanship in honor of Chris 
Cutri, son of the Club’s Director of 
Operations, Barbara Cutri. 
   “Marianny has taken part of the 
Club’s many community projects 
and relentlessly followed through 
on these challenges,” said Brian 
Skanes, Executive Director of the 
Boys & Girls Clubs of Northern 
Westchester. “She serves as a role 
model for our youth and is most 
deserving of this scholarship.”
   Since 1999, the Jandon Foundation 
has annually awarded 12-15 college 
scholarships to help promising 
young students from low-income 
families attend college. The Jandon 
Foundation is a private foundation 
created by Jane and Donald Cecil 
of Harrison, parents of Leslie Cecil, 
who serves on the Club’s Board and 
is the 2007 Humanitarian Award 

Jandon Foundation Scholarship Awarded 
Club Member Marianny Hildalgo, Youth of the Year Finalist,  

Awarded $10,000 Scholarship

recipient. The Cecils, who have 
dedicated more than $1 million 
to the program, hold twice yearly 
functions to bring the scholars 
together and offer advice and moral 
support. Cumulatively, there have 
been 111 students awarded this 
scholarship since the program’s 
inception.
   “Thanks to the generosity of the 
Cecil family, these students will 
have the opportunity to pursue their 
education and achieve their goals. 
We congratulate them and wish 
them the best of luck,’’ said County 
Executive Andy Spano.
   “The Jandon Foundation 
recognizes that these youngsters 
have worked hard to excel in school 
in the face of financial difficulties 
and sometimes family hardships,” 
said Donald Cecil.  “Jane and I 
believe that these students should 
be rewarded for their hard work and 
given the opportunity to succeed 
and to become future leaders in 
their communities. That is what the 

Jandon Scholars program 
strives for.” 
   To be eligible for the 
Jandon Scholarship 
program, a student must 
attend a public high school 
in Westchester and be a 
member of a family with 
substantial financial need. 
Marianny was chosen 
by a selection committee 

who chose their scholars based 
on junior- and senior-year grades, 
SAT scores, good character, and an 
application and interview process. 
Students submitted essays as 
well as school transcripts, letters 
of recommendation and other 
documentation. To encourage 
students to complete their 
education, the program offers an 
increase in the scholarship amount 
for each year they remain in school; 
recipients are awarded $1,000 in 
their freshman year, $2,000 in their 
sophomore year, $3,000 in their 
junior year, and $4,000 in their 
senior year, totaling $10,000. In 
addition to helping to administer 
the program, Westchester County 
also provides each student with a 
laptop computer for use at college.

The Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Northern Westchester is located 

at 351 Main Street, Mt. Kisco, NY 
and can be reached at (914) 666-

8069 or visit 
www.boysandgirlsclubnw.org.

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -– For 
the fourth consecutive year, The 
College of New Rochelle’s (CNR) 
School of Arts & Sciences’ (SAS) 
Art Department will offer an intense 
Summer Art Portfolio Workshop, 
designed for high school students 
(sophomores, juniors, seniors and 
recent graduates) who want to 
develop a strong college admissions 
portfolio. The workshop will teach 
students how to improve their 
studio art skills in drawing, painting 
and sculpture; develop a theme for 
a series; address issues related to 
studying art and design in college; 

CNR Offers Summer Art Portfolio 
Workshop for High School Students

and prepare for a career in visual 
arts. Homework assignments will 
be challenging and assigned on a 
regular basis.
   The workshop will take place at 
the College’s Main Campus in New 
Rochelle from June 25 through July 
20 on Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays, from 9 am to 12 noon. (No 
classes are scheduled on July 4 and 
6.)  Tuition is $375 per student and 
is due in full by June 21. All tuition 
must be prepaid before the first 
class begins.  Students provide their 
own art supplies.  A list of required 
and recommended materials will be 

overcome obstacles to graduate on 
June 3rd, there is perhaps no better 
mantra.

   Last February, Coughlin 
woke up to find “half of my 
face was paralyzed.”  Originally 
misdiagnosed with Bell’s Palsey, 
Coughlin was eventually told she 
had Ramsay Hunt Syndrome, a 
virus that damages nerve endings 
and can result in partial facial 
paralysis. For the then-junior, it 
also meant balance issues and a loss 
of energy.  She wasn’t able to drink 
from a straw or smile, or even play 
her trumpet as part of the Kennedy 
Catholic Band for almost a month.

   “I was very depressed,” 
Coughlin said of her demeanor at 
the time.

   Typically, Ramsay Hunt 
Syndrome affects people over 60, 
so the rarity of the virus in someone 
so young made coping difficult 
for Coughlin. Because few people 
knew the cause, or had ever heard 
of the virus, reactions ranged from 
the uncouth, to a reluctance to talk, 
something Coughlin wanted to do at 
times.  Even messages boards that 
were supposed to provide support 
offered little solace—older people 
told her to relax and conserve her 
energy.

   “But I didn’t want to stop 
doing things,” Coughlin said.  And 
she didn’t.

   From soccer to swimming to 
lacrosse this spring, the senior said 
she wasn’t going to let the virus 
tell her what she could and could 
not do.  She attributes much of her 
approach to her mother, who has 
battled health issues herself but 
always remained strong.

   “I tried not to let it get to me,” 
Coughlin said, her college transcript 
is evidence of her success.  The 
Carmel resident will be bringing 
a 98.6 GPA to Hamilton College 
in the fall, where she will study 
government and English.

   For senior Regina Conlin, it 
started last April with a school trip 
to Spain.  On the return trip, Conlin 
fell ill and had to be rushed to the 
emergency room once her plane 
landed.  The diagnosis—Nephrotic 
Syndrome, a condition typically 
found in young children that results 
in an inflammation of the kidneys 
because the blood can no longer 
hold protein, causing a retention of 
water.  To make matters worse, the 

“Imperfection is Beautiful”
Several Seniors Rise Above Challenges to Make the Grade

doctors had no substantive answers 
for her.

   “It was hard not having 
an explanation,” she said of the 
condition’s cause.

   After five days in the hospital 
receiving medicine intravenously, 
Conlin was allowed to go home, but 
she would be out of school for the 
rest of the year.  A month later, her 
meds began losing effectiveness, 
and so the doctors had to try a 
different medication.  Still, Conlin 
was determined to start her senior 
year on time and graduate with her 
classmates on June 3.

   But when medication 
complications continued to arise, 
Conlin was forced to miss an 
average of two days per week 
between September and December; 
the Mahopac resident turned to her 
family and friends.  “They really 
helped me a lot.”

   With the support of those 
closest to her, and the understanding 
of her Kennedy Catholic teachers, 
Conlin pressed on.  Whenever she 
returned to the hospital, even her 
nurses got into the act; making sure 
she was getting her work done.  
During such a difficult time in her 
life, Conlin said she was glad she 
had chosen Kennedy Catholic.

   “I don’t think I would have 
had the same experience if I went to 
another school,” Conlin remarked.

   Today, Conlin is bound for 
Hofstra University, though her 
doctor has asked the senior to hold 
off until January just to be sure she 
remains in good health.  Whenever 
she goes, Conlin will be taking up 
psychology out of a desire to make 
a difference.

   “I want to help other kids,” 
she said, “because I’ve been there; 
I know.”

   And while Conlin and 
Coughlin had to get used to some 
new medical lingo, senior Sewoong 
Park had to learn a new language 
altogether.

   Born in Seoul, South Korea, 
Park was in the sixth-grade when 
his parents asked him if he wanted 
to go to the United States and live 
with his aunt, Meeil Lee.  With the 
dream of becoming an architect and 
intrigued by the melting pot that 
is American culture, Park chose to 
challenge himself by emerging in 
what he called a microcosm of the 
world.

   “I wanted to see what I am 

capable of doing,” he said. Starting 
his American education in the 
eighth-grade at Kingston Catholic 
School in Ulster County, Park 
counted himself lucky to attend 
such a small school where everyone 
was nice and helped him overcome 
the language barrier.  Based on a 
friend of his aunt’s who knew about 
Kennedy Catholic, Park joined the 
school for his freshman year, but 
still felt afraid and alone.

   “It wasn’t easy,” he said.  
“It took a while to get used to the 
environment.”

   But once he did, Park became 
a leader.  From his energy on the 
soccer field to his role as Student 
Government treasurer, Park has 
become a beloved member of the 
Kennedy Catholic family.  And the 
best part is that he loves it back.

   “I love a school where you 
know everyone and they help each 
other and care about each other,” he 
said.

   After graduation, Park is 
taking his 95.2 GPA to St. John’s 
University College of Pharmacy.  
Wait, what about becoming an 
architect you say?  Well, after losing 
his grandmother, Gideuk Shin, to 
cancer, the Bedford Hills resident 
drew up a different blueprint.

   “I set a goal to be someone 
who can help people,” Park said.

   And so just as Coughlin’s 
optometrist-turned-sculptor learned 
that there is such a thing as “too 
perfect,” these three seniors have 
had to surmount certain obstacles 
in creation themselves.  But if 
“imperfection is beauty,” and beauty 
is in the eye of the beholder, one is 
sure to find Conlin, Coughlin, and 
Park works of art.

Named one of the 50 best  
college-preparatory schools in 
America by the Catholic High 
School Honor Roll in 2005-06, 
Kennedy Catholic is a coeduca-

tional, parochial school in  
Somers, N.Y.  

Founded as St. Mary’s in 1924 by 
the Sisters of the Divine Compas-
sion, Kennedy Catholic presently 
enrolls more than 630 students in 

grades 9-12 from Dutchess, 
Putnam and 

Westchester counties.

handed out on the first day of class; 
expenses will not exceed $75.  No 
refunds will be given once the 
workshop begins.
   Space is limited and enrollment 
is on a “first come first serve” 
basis.  The registration deadline is 
Thursday, June 21.  
   
To download a registration form, 
please go to http://www.cnr.edu/

ACADEMICS/sas-index.html
For further information, contact 

Margie Neuhaus, Associate 
Professor of Art, at (914) 654-5504 

or mneuhaus@cnr.edu.

perform classic jazz favorites on the 
patio of the Lasdon gift shop. Some 
tables are available on the patio, or 
bring your own chair or blanket for 
seating on the lawn overlooking 
the scenic Muscoot Reservoir. Soft 
drinks and light snacks will be for 
sale during the event. 
      While at Lasdon, visitors are 
welcome to browse the seasonal 
plants and gardening-related items 
that are offered for sale in the Shop 
at Lasdon, which was re-organized 
this year and features an even 
broader array of merchandise than 
in the past. All proceeds from the 
shop are donated to the programs 

at the arboretum, including the 
construction of the planned Glass 
House Conservatory at the park.
      Lasdon Park is a 234-acre park 
featuring acres of woodlands, open 
grass meadows and formal gardens 
that showcase various tree, shrub 
and flower specimens from all over 
the world. The park is also the home 
of the William and Mildred Lasdon 
Memorial Garden, the Famous 
and Historic Tree Trail, along 
with inspirational memorials and 
a museum honoring Westchester 
County war veterans. 
      Admission and parking for 
Lunch at Lasdon are free. Parking 

and rest rooms are accessible to the 
disabled. In inclement weather, the 
event will be cancelled. 
       Lasdon Park is located on Route 
35 in Somers, and can be reached 
via I-684, exit 6. Head west off the 
exit and follow for approximately 
four miles. The entrance is on the 
left. Or, take the Taconic State 
Parkway to Route 202/Route 35 
exit and head east; the park is 3.5 
miles ahead on the right.
For more information about Lunch 
at Lasdon, call the park at (914) 
864-7268.

Lunchtime Jazz Concerts 
Offered at 

Lasdon Arboretum
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44 Franklin Ave  •  Pearl River, NY  •  845-735-7900

NANUET    $529,900
Come see this 3br,2ba home fea-
tures many fine upgrades thru-out.
Prof lndscping done, lots of park-
ing, All this w/Clarkstown schools!
Dir: From Rt. 59, Middletown Rd.
No. after Rinne, lft into #317 drive-
way, house in back #313

Gail Georgetti
Assoc. Broker

SUN OPEN HOUSE 1-4 PM

JUST
LISTED!

BARDONIA              $509,000
Great Split Level 3-5br home!
Huge Fam. Rm. House exterior
just painted, new wndws, roof,
gutters, newer  flashing, C/A.
Deck overlooks beaut. yard
w/playhse, storage shed. 

SUN OPEN HOUSE 1-4 PM PEARL RIVER $679,000
Legal 2 Family, side by side
Duplex. All redone, new kit, bath,
H/W flrs, windows & siding. Live
on 1 side, rent other to help cover
your costs! Dir:Middletown Rd.
So., R-@ lite, Crooked Hill Rd., R-
Margagret Keahon Dr. #43

Rentals Nanuet 1br w/util, gorg! $1350  Nanuet, full house.$2350  Pearl River 1br w/most util.$1050 

Adriana Arlia
Lic. R/E Salesperson

Mary Screene
Lic. R/E Salesperson

JUST
LISTED!JUST

LISTED!

Orangeburg....$599,000 5BR, 3bath Split Level!  Lots of closets, C/A, hardwood floors, 2 family rooms, lots of space,
gorg. ingrnd. pool & yard. Move right in! 
Blauvelt....$565,000 Impressive 4BR, 3ba Raised Ranch on almost 1/2ac. w/2 car garage, updated baths, H/W flrs.
Possible In-Law suite w/ lrg.BR & full bath. Lovely home! 
New City....$519,000 Looking for privacy in an affordable price range? This “Sprawling Ranch” is  for you! Sits on almost
1/2ac. Features an addition which includes a 12x20 kit. Lrg. FDR, fin bsmt, 2 c gar, C/A & much more. Call for details! 

Orangeburg....$594,900 Wonderful updated 3BR. Colonial.  Gorg.park like property, perfect for family gatherings or a pool!
Features:new C/A, central heating sys. roof, electrical sys., energy eff. wndws, newer siding, make this home a great value! 
Nanuet....$224,900 “Great Alternative To Renting!” First floor 1BR, possible 2BR Condo with in-unit  washer/dryer.
Has FDR, fireplace, decorate your way & enjoy! 

West Nyack....$599,000 4BR, 3B home has the WOW factor! Master craftsmanship w.top of the line everything, A Must See! 

Valley Cottage....$239,000 Lovely 1BR unit, MBR is very spac, w/ walk in closet, Washer/Dryer in unit! 

PEARL RIVER       $699,999
Exceptional expanded 4br Col.
is move in ready! Lrg. Br’s, MBR
has Cath Ceil, skylite, WIC. Prof.
lndspng w/2 tiered custom
deck. This has all the bells &
whistles! Dir: Orangeburg Rd to
Lois to Montgomery #17 on lft.BRAND NEW

TO THE MARKET

SUN OPEN HOUSE 1-4 PM

Greg Peterkin
Owner/Broker

Mary Fitzgerald
Owner/Broker

www.PeteFitz.com for 24/7 access
“NYS Licensed Resident Appraisers on Staff”

The
Dream Team
Log onto...

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- The 
third and last of this season’s series 
of play readings at Temple Israel 
of New Rochelle has been set for 
Monday night, June 18 at 7:30 p.m. 
The series, now in its third year, 
has brought a coterie of highly 
successful Broadway performers 
to New Rochelle to read new and, 
often, developing plays by varied 
authors offering them exposure 
and the critiques of an enthusiastic 
audience.  
   The June event will feature, 
“Jewish by Injection,” a play by 
Michael Stockman that has been 
re-scheduled from the previous 
month when two one-act plays 
were substituted instead. The 

Final Playreading of Season Set For June 18 at 
Temple Israel Of New Rochelle

cast consists of Joel Rooks, who 
has appeared in “Say Goodnight, 
Gracie” and “Jewtopia” and 
Barbara Dana, whose credits 
include “Enter Laughing,” “Who’s 
Afraid of Virginia Wolf” and who 
is the author of “War in Paramus,” a 
previous season’s selection that was 
produced off-Broadway last year. 
   The play highlights a mother’s 
haunted memories of the holocaust 
which have stunning repercussions 
for her husband and their three 
children in this compelling 
drama that touches on themes of 
survivor’s guilt, intermarriage and 
assimilation. 
   The series, the brainchild of actor 
Matthew Arkin, a trustee of the 

ARDSLEY, NY -- Imagine a 
museum show full of sweets that 
bridges the generation gap between 
adults and kids - an exhibit full of 
sticky, gooey, sugary cakes and 
candies. After all, everyone can 
relate to food. These particular foods 
bring back childhood memories, 
when life was uncomplicated 
and your only stressful 
moment was sneaking 
candy from a box. 
   Beverly Shipko captures 
this time in our lives in two 
paintings, “Heart Shaped 
Box of Chocolates,” and 
“Bonnie’s Carrot Cake,” 
which will be on view at 
Hudson River Museum 
in the upcoming group 
exhibition “I WANT 
Candy: The Sweet Stuff 
in American Art.” Both 
paintings are on loan from 
O.K. Harris Works of Art 
in New York City where 
Shipko has exhibited since 2001. 
Shipko serves up some luscious still 
lifes that are bound to send viewers 
to the nearest dessert menu. Other 
contemporary food artists in the 
show include Wayne Thiebaud, Red 
Grooms, Janet Fish, Will Cotton, 
Peter Anton and others.
   For Shipko, the “Heart Shaped 
Box of Chocolates” evokes a time 
her life when a box of chocolates 
was the center of her universe, a 
perspective we can all relate to as 
we look back at our own relatively 
trouble-free youth. “Bonnie’s 
Carrot Cake (Four Panels)” portrays 
moments of transitory pleasures in a 
serial image format. The carrot cake 
painting was named after Shipko’s 
daughter, Bonnie Sloofman, who 
attends Ardsley High School, and 
enthusiastically ate the original 
carrot cake in 2006.
   The four-panel painting documents 
Bonnie’s progress in demolishing 
this luscious carrot cake (with some 
help from her father Jay Sloofman 
and sister Laura), from the first piece 
of cake to the last, almost like a 

Sweet Success for Ardsley Artist 
 

Beverly Shipko in “I WANT Candy”at The Hudson River Museum
slice-of-life storyboard. The images 
pull you into a delectable experience 
where you are transformed back to 
childhood from the first bite to the 
crumbs on the plate. Using a “wet-
on-wet” technique, Shipko says she 
creates a photorealistic effect by 
“applying layers of thick oil to the 
canvas, like icing on a cake”.

   The original carrot cake is from 
Shipko’s favorite bakery, the Riviera 
Bakehouse in Ardsley, New York. 
Since 1998 Shipko has painted 
mouth-watering cakes, cookies, ice 
creams and candy from bakeries 
throughout Westchester County, 
but returns year after year to the 
Rivera Bakery for inspiration. Her 
particular challenge is to paint the 
subject matter on one hand, while 
not devouring these “forbidden 
fruits” with the other.
    Beverly Shipko has enjoyed a 
lifelong affair with both art and 
desserts. Culinary art is a natural 
outgrowth of working in her 
grandfather’s gourmet grocery store 
in Michigan as well as her foray 
into advertising on the M&M/Mars 
candy business, then as a marketing 
executive at Kraft General Foods 
in White Plains. Beverly has 
participated in many local arts 
events such as the Rivertowns 
Arts Council Artists’ Studio Tour. 
She has maintained long-standing 
affiliations with organizations 
and associations like the SUNY/

Westchester Community College 
Art Workshop and the Hudson River 
Museum, so she is particularly 
pleased to be supporting this 
particular museum by participating 
in the “I WANT Candy” Show.
   Oreo Cookies and ice creams 
were featured at Shipko’s first solo 
show at O.K. Harris Works of Art in 

Soho, which took place 4 
days after 9/11. Last year 
the Wiregrass Museum of 
Art in Dothan, Alabama 
exhibited her paintings 
in a well-received solo 
show called “Great 
Temptations”. Her works 
are currently on display at 
the Elaine Baker Gallery 
in Boca, Raton, Florida. 
Shipko’s “Strawberry 
Cheesecake,” painting 
presently at the Robert 
Kidd Gallery in 
Birmingham, Michigan, 
will be featured on the 

book cover of Mandarin Patisserie 
and Other Stories, a compilation of 
short stories by Nancy Collisson, 
which is due for publication later 
this year in Dubai, United Arab 
Emirates.
    The opening reception for the 
“I WANT Candy: The Sweet Stuff 
in American Art” is Thursday 
evening, June 14th, 2007, from 6 to 
9 pm at the Hudson River Museum. 
The museum is located at 511 
Warburton Avenue, Yonkers, NY. 
(914) 963-4550 www.hrm.org  A 
fully illustrated exhibition catalog 
by the curator Bart Bland will 
be available in the Hudson River 
Museum bookstore at the opening. 
    A special summer celebration on 
Saturday, June 16th from 12 Noon – 
5pm officially kicks off the opening 
of two shows: “I WANT Candy: The 
Sweet Stuff in American Art,” and 
“Building Books: The Art of David 
Macaulay.” Both shows run from 
June 16 through September 2, Labor 
Day Weekend. The museum is open 
Wednesdays through Sundays 12-5 
pm, and Fridays 12-8 pm.

BRIARWOOD, NY -- In Yoash, 
Iranian-born author Farajolah 
Sayahchi tells the fascinating 
tale of two prominent families 
and their ensuing battle over 
ancient pearl harvesting territory 
in the Persian Gulf. 
   Yoash begins in the spring 
of 1914, at the beginning of 
the pearl diving season. Dilip 
Chandra, a renowned Indian 
businessman who made his 
fortune in the jewel markets, 
decides to travel to southwestern 
Iran on his ship, the Puna, to 
a corner of the Persian Gulf 
believed to be the richest pearl 
diving area of the world. He sets 
up an extraordinary camp, hires 
thousands of divers and begins 
harvesting the pearls and their 
shells. 
   Not far from Chandra’s camp, 
a prosperous tribe headed by 
Abdel’aziz Yoash has already set 
up camp and claimed these waters 
as its territory. Chandra and Yoash 
have a long-standing friendship 
and business relationship, but 
the advancement of Chandra’s 
divers into these waters is an 
unprecedented act and Yoash 
demands that Chandra’s divers 
leave. Chandra refuses, but soon 
receives news about the impending 
war in Europe and is encouraged to 
end his operation and return home 

with the harvest. Yoash and his 
men board the Puna and demand 
their share of the incredible bounty 
Chandra’s men have gathered. 
   Suddenly, a British vessel 
approaches the Puna and orders it to 
stop, forcing Yoash and his men to 
hide on board. The British captain 
believes that the Puna could become 
a target of piracy at any moment 
and assigns two officers to remain 
on board and guard the treasure 
until the ship passes through the 
Strait of Hormuz. When the Puna 
doesn’t arrive at its destination, 
the British crew become worried 
and head back. They soon observe 

Temple, is considered a win-win 
opportunity for both authors and 
audience with several of the plays 
going on to become professional 
productions and providing local 
residents with an innovative 
theatrical experience. Discussion 
with the cast and author will follow 
the reading and refreshments will 
be served. 
   There is no admission charge and 
all are welcome.

Reservations are requested and 
may be accomplished by calling 
the Temple office, 914-235-1800. 
Temple Israel is located at 1000 

Pinebrook Boulevard.

Yoash
An Epic Adventure Story Set in the Persian Gulf

what appears to be wreckage 
from another ship floating in 
the water. Is it a trap? What has 
happened to the Puna? What will 
happen to the enormous pearl 
harvest on board? Finally, what 
fate befalls the two families 
entwined in this battle over the 
ancient harvesting grounds in 
the Persian Gulf?
   Sayahchi was born in 1930 in 
Kashan, Iran. As a young man he 
discovered that he had a gift for 
storytelling and writing. At 16, 
one of his plays “In the Shelter,” 
was performed to critical acclaim 
in his homeland. After moving to 
the U.S. in 1950, the author was 
hired by the American Embassy 
in Tehran. He translated 

sensitive documents and worked 
closely with the Iranian Joint 
Chief of Staff, American officers 
and military advisers. Sayahchi 
studied international marketing at 
New York University. He and his 
wife enjoy spending time with their 
children and grandchildren, all of 
whom reside in N.Y. Yoash is the 
author’s first novel. 

AuthorHouse is the premier 
publishing house for emerging 

authors and new voices in 
literature. For more information, 

please visit www.authorhouse.com.

MOUNT VERNON, NY -- All are 
invited to a day of celebration and 
education on Thursday, July 19, 
hosted by Club Wartburg Adult Day 
Services, Donna Sangi-Vallario, 
director.  Events will take place in 
the Berkemeier Auditorium on the 
campus of The Wartburg Adult Care 
Community.  Please join Donna and 
her staff for the following: 
Open House—10 AM to 7 PM 
Stop by throughout the day to visit 
Club Wartburg’s charming facility 
nestled in the heart of Wartburg’s 
36-acre park-like campus. Meet the 
staff and learn about the variety of 
services they offer for adults and 
their caregivers.    
Memory Care Fair—3 PM to 5 PM 
Learn about products and services 
to keep your mind sharp. Meet 
specialists in the field of memory 

Club Wartburg Adult Day Services to 
Host 20th Anniversary Celebrations on 

Thursday, July 19, 2007 
Memory Care Fair, Open House and Evening Reception Will 

Highlight Day of Free Events.
care, including representatives from 
the Westchester/Rockland Chapter 
of the Alzheimer’s Association, 
Wartburg’s home care, day services 
and residential programs, and 
Music Therapist Wanda Hamlett, 
who specializes in working with 
dementia patients. There will be a 
demonstration of the Posit Science 
Brain Fitness Program, from 3:30 
PM - 4:30 PM.  
Evening Reception—4PM to 7PM 
Help The Wartburg celebrate their 
20th anniversary!  Come and enjoy 
an evening of food, music and 
prizes. 
One of the first adult day health care 
programs in Westchester when it 
opened in July 1987, Club Wartburg 
today is a seven-day-a-week program 
that serves up to 100 clients daily. It 
offers a professionally moderated 

Caregiver Support Group on the 
third Thursday of each month.  To 
learn more about Club Wartburg’s 
anniversary celebrations, please 
call Donna Sangi-Vallario at 914-
513-5472. 
The Wartburg Adult Care 
Community offers skilled nursing 
care, Alzheimer’s & dementia 
care, assisted and independent 
living, 7-day adult day services, 
home care, rehabilitation, pastoral 
care & caregiver support.  We are 
conveniently located off E. Lincoln 
Ave., Mt. Vernon, near Exit 12 of 
the Hutchinson River Pkwy.
The Wartburg is a Lutheran ministry 
serving all faiths. 
For directions, call 914.699.0800, 
or visit www.thewartburg.org  

By Ginger Keys

YONKERS, NY -- On May 6 

GrandPower Advocates: Grandparents 
and Kinship Caregivers

- 8, 2007, the First International 
Summit for Grandparents and 
Kinship Caregivers was held at 
the Marriott on the Bridge Hotel 
in Brooklyn, NY. Summit sponsors 
were:  the National Committee 
of Grandparents for Children’s 
Rights, Florida Kinship Center at 
the University of South Florida, 
Stony Brook University School of 
Social Welfare, Grand Magazine, 
and AARP. 
   On the first day of the conference 
six GrandPower Advocates of the 
Family Service Society of Yonkers 
joined a group from around the 
country and other countries to 
tour the Grandparents Family 
Apartments (GFA) in the South 
Bronx.  GFA is sponsored by 
Presbyterian Senior Services and 
the West Side Federation for Senior 

and Supportive Housing. The 
housing offers 24 hour front desk 
service and supportive services 
for the caregivers and children. 
It features 40 two-bedroom and 
10 three-bedroom apartments and 
much more. 
   “There is such a critical need for 
intergenerational housing. I hope 
the Grand Family Housing will 
encourage communities to take on 
this important challenge,” stated 
Donna Butts, Executive Director of 
Generations United, Washington, 
D.C. 
   The GrandPower Advocates 
presented a proposal to Yonkers City 
Council members and developers 
in 2006 for a Grandparents Family 
Apartments project and would like 
to see one developed in southwest 
Yonkers.

SCARSDALE, NY -- Fitness 
Together, the world’s largest 
personal training organization 
within a customized setting, last 
week announced that its Hottest 
Trainer of Westchester/Fairfield 
County Contest will take place on 
June 21, 2007, from 6 pm until 8 
pm, at Fitness Together Scarsdale, 
450 Central Park Avenue, Scarsdale, 
NY. Proceeds from the event will 
benefit the Westchester County 
chapter of Habitat for Humanity.  
   The Hottest Personal Trainer will 
be chosen based on attendee votes. 
Prizes for the winner are courtesy 
of Fitness Together and include 
$17,000 toward the purchase of 
a Fitness Together franchise; a 
nutrition certification valued at 
$799, courtesy of INTRAFITT; and 
workout apparel valued at nearly 
$1,000, courtesy of New Balance 
Darien.
   A raffle program will generate 
proceeds to be donated to Habitat 
for Humanity. 
   Donations made at the event 

directly to Habitat for Humanity 
will give donors a chance to win 
free personal training sessions, 
evaluations and diet consultations, 
courtesy of Fitness Together. 
   “This has been a difficult time 
for Westchester County residents,” 
said Jim Killoran, Executive 
Director of Habitat for Humanity’s 
Westchester Chapter, referring to 
the recent rains and flooding. “We 
are grateful to Fitness Together 
for their efforts in raising funds 
to help rebuild our communities 
that were severely devastated.” 
       Fitness Together’s Westchester 
County studios are located in 
Mount Kisco, Tarrytown, Scarsdale 
and Tuckahoe. Fitness Together’s 
Fairfield County studios are 
located in New Canaan and Darien. 

For additional information, log 
onto www.fitnesstogether.com or 

call 877.663.0880, ext. 23. 

Fitness Together to Hold Personal 
Trainer Contest 

Event Proceeds to Benefit Habitat for Humanity
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Now give her
something that will last forever...

WESTCHESTER CHRISTIAN WORSHIP CENTER

Acknowledging, Empowering, Impacting
294 Old Mamaroneck Road, White Plains, 914-761-3361
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week at the beach

summer camp

a new bicycle

high atop a Tuscan hillside, we 
wind through olive groves bursting 
with fragrant spring blossoms and 
vineyards just beginning to mature, 
gearing up for their September 
harvest.  Finally, we reach our 
destination.  Set back from great 
manicured lawns, the walk-way 
is lined with gigantic terra cotta 
planters, and before us lies Villa 
Buonvisi.  It does not disappoint.  In 
fact, it’s even more splendid than in 
the photos we’d seen. Fully restored 
to its original façade (as dictated by 
the Italian government), the villa is 
a lovely pink beige color, bearing a 
“Juliet” balcony and a fresco from 
the 16th Century over the doorway 
that the Dinis discovered when the 
façade was being restored.   
   Joe Dini, charming and affable, 
welcomed us with a glass of  his 
fruity Chardonnay as we sat around 
the pool, trying to take in the vista, 
the gardens, the long grape arbor, 
and the mountains behind us. After 
a tour of the villa, we settled into our 
room.  High, high ceilings, original, 
ancient tile floors, and a picture-
perfect view - myriad church 
steeples, chestnut, olive and orange 
groves, iconic Tuscan cypress trees 
dotting the hills, and the town 
below, all under a Tuscan blue sky.  
Someone pinch me, quick! 
   The wonderful thing here is, 
whether you want to do nothing but 
chill out at the Villa or get active 
and explore the area, it’s your 
choice.  Either way, it’s pretty darn 
wonderful.  If you feel adventurous, 
try hiking the mountain behind the 
Villa.  However, a word of caution: 
this hike is for the seriously hearty!  
One climbs through some really 
rough terrain, winding through 
fields of pink, yellow, white and 
scarlet wild flowers and dense 
vegetation.  Guaranteed, you’re 
going to get a few scratches, and 
at some point, you’ll ask yourself: 
“Why did I start this?” But it’s too 

late to turn back, so you forge on.  
After almost two hours, you arrive 
tired but awfully proud of yourself, 
as you turn, look down, and see 
what you’ve accomplished.  You’ve 
just climbed a mountain!  Oh, and 
there’s a delicious reward at the 
end of your climb. Perched on the 
top of the mountain, a cozy country 
restaurant, Quatri Venti, where the 
owner herself serves you at a long 
communal table set under a grove 
of chestnut trees.  Try the hearty 
Ribolita, a typical, thick Tuscan 
soup with vegetables, beans and 
bread and drizzled with olive oil -  
a delicious and unique primi piatti 
and a nice, midday reward for your 
morning’s efforts. 
   One day, plan to visit Lucca.  In 
this small yet cosmopolitan walled 
Tuscan town, you’ll find wonderful 
trattorias, upscale clothing and 
jewelry boutiques, and music. Lots 
of music.  Let’s not forget that 
this is the birthplace of Giacomo 
Puccini.  The town offers hosts of 
concerts and operas, and in July, the 
famous Puccini festival takes pace 
in nearby Torre del Lago.  About 
an hour from the villa, the Ligurian 
coastal jewels of Cinque Terre, five 
unique fishing villages, is known as 
Italy’s “flower-Rivera”. As you walk 
between the villages, you’ll have 
breathtaking views of   the emerald 
blue Mediterranean Sea, vineyards, 
lemon trees and pine forests.  Sit 
at an outdoor cafe overlooking the 
sea, and participate in one of my 
favorite pastimes: people-watching.  
A fun way to spend an afternoon.  
   And for museums and shopping 
(including many designer outlets), 
you’ll want to spend a day in 
Florence, only an hour away. 
   During your stay, check out the 
nearby ancient town of Pietrasanta, 
founded in 1255.  One evening, we 
visited this pretty village and at 
twilight sat at a sidewalk café in the 
town square.  Soon, we were joined 

for an appertif by the town’s mayor, 
Massimo Mallegni, a youngish, 
elegant man, who was delighted 
to explain Pietrasanta’s illustrious 
history. As light faded, before us 
lay the 14th Century Church of 
Sant’Agostino, in the background 
the Apuan Alps, and flanked on 
every sides, the famed marble 
quarries where Michaelangelo 
himself chose the perfect piece of 
marble to create “The Pieta” and 
“David.” 
   Speaking of marble, in this region 
known as Versilia, visit the town of 
Carrera and you can arrange for a 
walking tour of Michaelangelo’s 
quarry and then visit the many 
sculpture studios in the area.  Here 
also you’ll find Parco delle Alpi 
Apuane and Corchia’s Cavern, the 
most imposing underground cave 
in Italy, and one of the biggest in 
the world.  Its amazing interior of 
stalagtites and stalagmites is bathed 
in artistic lighting and will leave 
you breathless. 
   Feeling a bit tired?  Visit the 
Bagni di Pisa Spa, near Lucca in 
San Giuliano Terme, where you can 
luxuriate with their Silk Thermal 
Face Treatment or their Seaweed 
Body Wrap. Or simply walk from 
the villa to the bottom of the hill 
and refresh yourself with one of the 
many pastel colored gelati at the 
café La Perla.  Finally, swim or laze 
by the Villa’s pool while Rufus, the 
resident German Shepard drops a 
tattered ball at your feet and with 
soulful eyes, asks you to play 
“fetch”.  Be forewarned: once you 
throw that ball, he’ll drop it at your 
feet again, and again and again… 
   Now, the event you’ve been 
waiting for all day:  Dinner! Visit 
a local restaurant and linger over 
a traditional Tuscan meal.  Among 
the restaurants we tried: All’Olivo 
in Lucca, L’Antonio in Pietrasanta 
and Bimbotto in Vorno.  And don’t 
rush this experience.  Dinners in 

Italy are long, food is discussed, 
tasted, appreciated, and the wine 
flows.  A perfect end to a perfect 
day. 
   As our departure from Villa 
Buonvisi draws near, I think back 
over the week – the warm hospitality 
of the Dinis, the unique and special 
experiences each day brought, the 
tranquility of soft Tuscan evenings, 
playing “fetch” with Rufus, and 
the sheer delight of living like a 
Tuscan! 
   Sorry Marriott and Hyatt, you just 
can’t compare.  Memories are made 
of this, and yes, it takes a Villa! 
Good News for 2008
   Joe & Gianna Dini have decided 
that, in addition to the two villas 
they presently rent on the estate, 

It Takes a Villa
An Authentic Tuscan Experience

the Villa del Barbaro and the Villa 
Cardinale, they will rent, in 2008 for 
the first time, their home, the Villa 
Buonvisi.  With air conditioning, 
large living spaces and ten bedrooms 
with ensuite bathrooms, this villa 
even comes with the use of their 
private beach cabana!  Some of 
the Villa’s amenities are a billiard 
table, bocce court, home theatre and 
gym.  Also, it is fully staffed with 
a cook, gardener and housekeeper.  
If you’re planning a vacation with 
family or several friends, look no 
further.  Kit Burns of  Doorways, 
Ltd., calls this experience a “golden 
dream”.  In her capable hands, your 
Tuscan dream is about to come 
true!
Kit Burns, President, Doorways, 

Ltd., 900 County Line Road, Bryn 
Mawr, PA (610) 520 0806- (800) 
261 4460 www.villavacations.com

Corchia’s Cave – Tel: 39 0584 
778405 http://www.antrocorchia.it

Bagni di Pisa Spa – Largo P. 
Shelley, 18, San Giuliano Terme 
www.bagnidipisa.com

Ristorante All’Olivo – Piazza 
S.Quirico, 1 -  Tel: 0583 496264

L’Antonio – Piazzetta Crispi 11-12 
- Tel: 0584 793384

Bimbotti – Via di Vorno, 177 – Tel: 
0583 9711930

By Tom Bock

Critically acclaimed and extremely 
popular, one of my favorite 
television programs is coming back 
for its fifth season. The PBS series, 
History Detectives, is back in June 
and promises to be better than ever!  
   The History Detectives reminds 
me of the excitement and craving 
I had in my eighth grade history 
class with Mr. Lee who kept history 
alive by role playing the parts of 
individuals we were studying; giving 
tangibility to the tedium of history. 
In this upcoming new season, the 
History Detectives will travel across 
the country, delving into legends, 
folklore, and personal histories, in 
hopes of answering questions raised 
by ordinary people like you and I.   
   The History Detectives are Wesley 
Cowan, independent appraiser 
and auctioneer; Elyse Luray, an 
independent appraiser and expert 
in art history; Gwendolyn Wright, 
professor of architecture, Columbia 
University; and Tukufu Zuberi, 
professor of sociology and the 
director of the Center for Africana 
Studies at the University of 
Pennsylvania. It’s a very impressive 
assembly of experts, to say the least.  
   The first show of the new season 
relates to the Cuban Missile Crisis 
and the aerial reconnaissance that 
President John F. Kennedy used 
to make the decisions that brought 
us to the brink of a nuclear war. 
Investigated by Les Cowan, we 
follow him as he interviews, 
researches, and ultimately finds 
the information from several 
eyewitness accounts, who actually 
worked with President Kennedy. 

History Detectives
Buried Times Revealed

He then reports back to the woman 
who requested his assistance. As 
fascinating information pops up 
along the journey, with twists and 
turns that keep you hoping there 
won’t be a commercial break, he 
finally reveals what he has learned. 
Sometimes the answer is what we 
want to hear and sometimes not.  
   In subsequent episodes, a man 
in Lakeland, Florida, purchased an 
aluminum record with the words 
“Amos & Andy, WOW” hand-
written on its label at a flea market. 
He is eager to learn if this is a rare 
early recording of the old-time 
radio series. Next up, twenty years 
ago, a woman from League City, 
Texas, bought what appears to be a 
watercolor painting at a garage sale. 

Pictured is a trumpeting herald on 
a horse, and printed are the words 
“Official Program Woman Suffrage 
Procession” and “Washington D.C. 
March 3, 1913.” The contributor 
hopes to learn if this image is the 
original for that program and what 
role it played in securing women 
the right to vote. And so it goes.  
   In my estimation, this is one of 
televisions, and PBS’ best shows. 
It’s interesting, quick moving, 
while not sacrificing accuracy and, 
like Mr. Lee, leaves the tedium of 
research on the cutting room floors 
without sacrificing any information. 
This season, as you sit in your 
coziest TV position, tune in for 
some great entertainment and learn  
a bit with the History Detectives.

By Roger Witherspoon

 Palm Springs -- There 
is little room to maneuver on a 
one lane mountain highway with 
boulders and sage brush on one 
side, and 4,000 feet of air on the 
other.
 Normally, that is not 
a problem, since the view along 
the rugged Palomar Mountains is 
spectacular, and there is little room 
to speed in a route characterized by 
switchbacks and hairpin curves. But 
the trip can seem unnecessarily long 
if you are stuck behind someone 
afraid to go faster than 20 miles an 
hour.
 Which is why we 
drove patiently in “sport mode”, 
maximizing the 247 pound-feet of 
torque in the Subaru’s V-6 engine 
and waited for a little daylight. We 
rounded a hairpin curve behind the 
Sunday driver and hit the accelerator 
on a 50-yard straightaway. The five-
speed transmission on the Subaru 
smoothly slid to fourth gear as car 
shot forward, quickly passing the 
meandering motorist and slowing 
down well before the next hairpin 
turn. 
 It was a maneuver which 
would be considered routine in 
most Subaru sedans. But this was 
different. While the vehicle was built 
on a Subaru Legacy sedan chassis, 
it was a new crossover, the Tribeca, 
which handles like a sedan while 
providing the benefits of an SUV. 
In developing the Tribeca, the folks 
holding Subaru’s crayons placed 
the engine and fluid systems as low 
as possible in order to maintain a 
sedan-level center of gravity. The 
weight distribution combines with 
the electronic stability control 
program to produce an SUV which 
is not likely to roll over without the 
assistance of a crane.
 In addition, the while most 
SUVs are primarily front wheel 
drive, the Subaru Tribeca some 
with full-time all wheel drive. On a 
smooth, dry highway, the Tribeca’s 
five-speed transmission divides the 
torque in a 45-55 split, with the extra 
power going to the rear wheels. But 
the system is capable of shifting 
torque as needed, and can provide 
all or any portion of the torque to 
either set of wheels – which makes 
the Tribeca a vehicle which can go 
on just about any surface in just 
about any condition.
 Subaru is entering a 
crowded crossover market – 
vehicles combining the space of an 
SUV with the frame and handling 
qualities of a sedan. And it will have 

Shifting Gears: Subaru Tribeca
to find a niche of its own somewhere 
between the high end Lexus RS 350 
and Infiniti FX, and the mid-range 
Hyundai Veracruz and Honda Pilot, 
and the entry level Nissan Murano.  
It should not have trouble fitting in.
 Externally, the Tribeca 
takes its styling cues from its 
predecessors and adds variations 
of its own.  The frame flows from 
its wide, front grill, and the sides 
flare upwards toward the rear. 
This differentiates it from the 
Lexus RS, whose side and roof 
lines are parallel, and the Infiniti 
and Nissan, whose sides undulate 
over the wheel wells. In addition, 
the Tribeca’s third side window 
is nearly full size, which adds to 
the impression of spaciousness 
inside and significantly improves 
the sight lines to the blind spot at 
the right rear of the car. Its profile 
is also distinguished by oversized 
rear view mirrors, which also help 
eliminate the SUV’s blind spots.
 Inside, the Tribeca takes 
its cues from naval craft, with 
curved lines setting off distinct 
operating centers. In this case, the 
dash is an undulating curve with 
a bulge in the center holding the 
entertainment and information 
systems, and climate controls. Each 
front seat seems to float in its own, 
curved, leather padded pod.
 This SUV comes in two 
flavors: regular and crowded. The 
regular SUV has two comfortable 
rows of leather seats, and the front 
set can be heated. The center seat 
in the back is actually large enough 
for an average adult, and there are 
separate climate controls for the 
rear passengers. Each door has a 
deep storage pocket and expanded 
section to hold a 20-ounce bottle. 
The four primary seats are large 
enough, with ample leg and head 
room, for NBA players on a road 
trip. The second row seats can be 
folded down to enlarge storage, or 
laid back to 
 The crowded version 
replaces most of the trunk with a 
third row bench capable of holding 
two very small people. While the 
second row seats roll out of the way 
at the touch of a button, they do not 
roll far and anyone venturing to the 
third row has to do some squeezing 
and climbing. On the plus side, the 
large third window eliminates the 
feeling of claustrophobia which 
frequently attends those stuck in the 
rear, and there are individual climate 
vents for the rear passengers.
 The third row seats can 
fold flat to become part of the 
storage area.

 Tribeca also offers a 
range of amenities. They all feature 
AM/FM and satellite radio, though 
the brand varies. Vehicles with 
a navigation system featuring a 
satellite GPS system come with 
XM satellite radio. Vehicles without 
the intuitive navigator have Sirius 
satellite radio. There is an easy to 
use, in-dash, six-disc CD and MP3 
player, and the Tribeca comes with 
eight speakers and a pair of rear roof 
tweeters which can either envelop 
you in soft sound or merrily roil the 
countryside and bounce Usher of 
the San Bernardino Mountains. And 
for long road trips, there is also a 
DVD player for the rear passengers, 
using an eight-inch LCD, pull-down 
screen and wireless head phones.
 Such variation comes 
with a price. In this case, the Tribeca 
is likely to range between $30,000 
and $38,000 – though Subaru insists 
final prices have not been set. The 
pricing does raise questions about 
the purchase of a vehicle with a 
la carte amenities. These days, for 
vehicles costing more than $30,000, 
navigation systems and satellite 
radio are considered obligatory 
by many motorists, rather than 
options.
 Tribeca’s competition 
stiffens, of course, as the price 
increases. But in any automotive 
crowd, the Tribeca should merrily 
hold its own. And if you’ve 
planned a cross country trip, it’s a 
comfortable way to travel.

2008 Subaru Tribeca

MSRP: $38,000
Performance/ Safety:
3.6-Liter DOHC V-6 engine 
producing 256 horsepower and 247 
pound-feet of torque; symmetrical 
all wheel drive; 5-speed automatic 
transmission with electronic manual 
control; 4-wheel independent 
suspension; power assisted 4-wheel, 
anti-lock disc brakes; rack and 
pinion steering; 18-inch aluminum 
alloy wheels; roll-over sensor; seat-
mounted, front side-impact air bags; 
front and rear, side curtain air bags.

Interior / Comfort:
AM/ FM and XM or Sirius Satellite 
Radio; 6-disc, in-dash CD and MP3 
player with 160-watt, 9-speaker 
premium audio system; leather 
wrapped, 3-spoke steering wheel 
with fingertip audio controls; DVD 
and game  player with 9-inch pull 
down screen and wireless headsets; 
leather seats with front lumbar 
supports; power sunroof. 
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www.verizonfios.com/double

Download a 
horror movie so fast, 

it’s scary.

1-866-456-0784  verizonfi os.com/internet

Experience the power of Verizon FiOS for yourself.

It’s frightening how fast Verizon FiOS Internet is.

Enjoy bone-chilling speeds up to 20/5 Mbps with the fi ber-optic power of Verizon FiOS 

Internet. You can buy and download a movie in minutes, and music in seconds. 

And, because our network goes all the way to your home, you can be sure you’re 

getting 100% fi ber-optic power all the time. That’s why Verizon FiOS is America’s 

fastest Internet service. Now, when you add unlimited calling, you can save over $299 

a year. Plus, Home Voice Mail, Caller ID and Call Waiting are included. That includes a 

home networking router and professional in-home installation too. So there’s nothing 

to be afraid of. Verizon FiOS. TV. Internet. Phone. From the most advanced 

fi ber-optic network straight to your home.

Verizon reminds you to always download legally.

Limited-time offer requires Verizon FiOS Internet 20/5 Mbps service and Verizon Freedom EssentialsSM. Rate requires one new service. Additional charges, taxes and other terms apply. $19.99 activation charge. One-year Internet commitment required. $99 early termination charge. Speed and 
uninterrupted service not guaranteed. Calling plan includes residential direct-dialed domestic calls only. Savings based on bundled price versus price of services purchased individually.

FiOS Internet customers purchasing Verizon voice service receive both services over fi ber. Includes up to eight hours battery backup (for non-IP voice service only). ©2007 Verizon.
V2NY-FIOS-N0286-A

on America’s 
fastest Internet and 
unlimited calling.

$

a year
299

Save over

Roosevelt Field Mall
630 Old Country Road
Garden City, NY 11530

Sights-N-Sounds
4032 Sunrise Highway
Seaford, NY 11783 

Carousel Mall
9090 Carousel Center Dr.
Syracuse, NY 13290

Great Northern Mall
4155 State Rt. 31
Clay, NY 13041

Green Acres Mall
Sunrise Highway
Valley Stream, NY 11581

Hicksville Broadway Mall
358 B Broadway Mall
Hicksville, NY 11801

Palisades Mall
1000 Palisades Center Drive
West Nyack, NY 10994

Walt Whitman Mall
160-5 Route 110
Huntington, NY 11743

Sights-N-Sounds
786 W Jericho Turnpike
Huntington, NY 11743

Staten Island Mall
2655 Richmond Avenue
Staten Island, NY 10314

Smith Haven Mall
313 Smith Haven Mall
Lake Grove, NY 11755


