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EW YORK, NY -- Gathered at 
the United Nations, the seat of 
international cooperation, Senator 
Jeff Klein (D-Bronx/Westchester), 
joined by Senator Eric Adams (D-
Brooklyn), Senator Toby Stavisky 
(D-Queens), and Senator Craig 
Johnson (D-Port Washington) 
released an analysis of New York 
State pension fund assets invested 
in companies that do business with 
nations on the U.S. Department of 
State’s list of terrorist nations: Syria, 
Iran, Sudan, and North Korea. The 
study is based on an analysis of 
assets listed in the Comptroller’s 
2006 Comprehensive Final Annual 
Report - (Download Terror_Free_
final.ppt).
   The report, compiled with 
the assistance of Conflict 
Securities Advisory Group, Inc. a 
Washington, DC based research 
and consulting firm that specializes 
in the assessment and management 
of global security risk - i.e., the 
risk associated with corporate ties 
to countries of security concern, 
terrorism or weapons proliferation, 
reveals that the NYS pension fund 

Terrorist Treasury: How New York’s 
Public Pension Invests in Our Enemies

Klein Releases Analysis of NY State Assets Tied To Terrorism 
New York’s Public Pension Fund: Investing in Our Enemies

has approximately $12 billion 
invested in 235 companies that 
have direct dealings with terrorist 
states.  
   That number represents 16 % 
of New York State’s total equity 
assets invested in companies 
with ties to terrorist states, which 
include well known conglomerates 
like the Chevron Corporation 
($537,599,794), Coca-Cola 

($349,280,545), Royal Dutch Shell 
($209,991,294), and Haliburton 
($192,237,198).
   The NY State pension fund, a 
$140 billion investment, has an 
overall membership of 995,536 
individuals which includes 653,291 
members and 342,245 beneficiaries 
and retirees. 
   “In this century we face a 

  Westchester County Clerk Timothy 
C. Idoni advises Westchester 
County homeowners to beware 
of a direct mail solicitation letter 
from New York Record Retrieval, 
Inc. offering to obtain a certified 
copy of the homeowner’s deed 
at a cost of $59.50.  The mailing 
advises the recipient that “[t]he 
U.S. Government Federal Citizen 
Information Center website 
recommends that property owners 
should have an official or certified 
copy of their deed.”  Homeowners 
are then invited to order their deed 
by mailing in or faxing a return 
form.
   “No Westchester County 
homeowner needs to pay an 
excessive fee to obtain a certified 
copy of their deed,” cautioned 
Idoni.  “And homeowners should 
not be made to feel that they need 
a certified copy of a document 
which has been properly recorded 
in our office.”    Idoni continued, 
“Deeds are recorded by my staff 
and then returned to the party who 
has recorded them.  In most cases, 
this is the attorney for the new 
homeowner.” 
   Idoni and his staff became aware 

New York Civic

By Henry J. Stern
  
Day One - Everything Changes 
  
Day 173 – (June 22, 2007) Sadly, 
not that much has changed. 
 
   The State Legislature adjourned 
yesterday, without agreement on 
many major issues.  They say 
they will return to Albany July 
16, but unless there is an attitude 
adjustment, progress is unlikely. 
    The first promise broken 
in Albany in January was the 
promised transparency, which 
was transparently unrealistic.  It 
vanished when Governor Spitzer, 
majority leader Bruno and Speaker 
Silver agreed on a small package of 
bills which had been held hostage 
last year in a divided legislature.  
The bills, reforming workers’ 
compensation, and extending civil 
commitment for mentally ill sex 
offenders, were good will offerings 
by the legislative leaders to the new 
governor.   Of course, the bills were 
in the public interest and should 
have been adopted years ago, but 
in Albany nothing is done except as 
a favor, and by common courtesy 
favors must be returned. Rule 
28-C “Don’t accept cigarettes in 
prison” (You may be incurring an 
obligation you do not wish to meet.)  
   Historical note:  “Open 
covenants...openly arrived it...” 
was the first of President Woodrow 
Wilson’s Fourteen Points, which 

Albany Packs It In
Few Achievements, Much  Squabbling

Need Your Deed?  
Be Careful of Mailings Asking for Big Dollars 

Warns County Clerk Tim Idoni
of these letters in recent days as 
the result of calls and emails from 
residents around the County. They 
urge Westchester residents to know 
the facts about obtaining a certified 
copy of their deed.  “Westchester 
County homeowners can always 
obtain a certified copy of their deed 
from our office for the cost of only 
$5.00 for up to five pages, plus 
$1.00 for each additional page,” 
stated Idoni.   “And residents should 
know that if their deed was filed in 
this office, it has been recorded and 
remains valid whether or not the 
homeowner has a certified copy of 
that deed in their possession.”
   Homeowners interested in 
obtaining a certified copy of their 
deed in person at the Westchester 
County Clerk’s Office should visit 
the Land Records Division located 
at 110 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Blvd. in White Plains between the 
hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:45 p.m., 
Monday through Friday, excluding 
legal holidays.  Homeowners who 
cannot visit the office in person 
are urged to call (914)995-3094 
to speak to a staff member in our 
Land Records Division to learn the 

see Need Your Deed Pg. 4

he set forth on January 8, 1918, 
while World War I was raging.  The 
terms of the Treaty of Versailles, the 
product of the peace conference that 
followed the war, were announced 
on May 7, 1919, after months of 
argument and negotiation between 
the winning powers. They were 
not arrived at openly.  It was 
difficult enough to reach agreement 
privately, and it would have been 
impossible to do so in public.  
As it was, the treaty effectively 
died when Germany under Hitler 
defied its terms in 1935 by openly 
rearming.  No country would 
enforce the Treaty of Versailles.  
In 1939, a far stronger Germany 
invaded Poland and began World 
War II. Any relevance today?         
   The governor responded to the 
leaders’ initial largesse by trying 
to manage the selection of a new 
Comptroller to replace the running 
mate he helped drive from office 
(who may have deserved his fate 
for other reasons).  The State 
Constitution specifically provides 
that, in the event of a vacancy in the 
office of Comptroller or Attorney 
General, it is to be filled by both 
houses of the Legislature, meeting 
jointly.  The Assembly chose one 
of their own, Thomas DiNapoli of 
Nassau,  whom the governor called 
“thoroughly and totally unqualified”.   
Advantage, Silver and Bruno.  
   There is a reason why the 
Brennan Institute of Justice at New 
York University concluded on 

July 21, 2004, almost three years 
ago, that New York State has the 
most dysfunctional legislature 
in the United States.   Whether 
that is literally true or not - there 
might be some other state that 
is worse - it is beyond dispute 
that our legislature is close to the 
bottom . That is pathetic, because 
with our resources of money and 
talent, we should be among the 
best.  The situation is analogous to 
the New York Yankees being the 
worst team in both major leagues.  
    It is not that New York has the 
most corrupt people, although some 
of them have gone to jail and some 
others should, or that New York 
legislators are least competent, or 
the laziest, or the stupidest elected 
officials in the country.  The 
problem is that the combined effects 

of these factors---1) the top-heavy 
structure of tight leadership control; 
2) the cocoon of life terms for the 
legislators, ending only in death, 
promotion or imprisonment3); 
the bipartisan gerrymandering 
of senate and assembly districts; 
4) the custom of end-of-session 
passage of bills the members have 
not had the opportunity even to  
read; the travesty of one-house 
bills;5) the effective exclusion of 
most legislators from meaningful 
participation in the adoption or 
amendment of bills; and 6) the 
expenditures of hundreds of 
millions of dollars in political pork, 
disproportionately awarded to pliant 
and complicit members ---  lead to a 
situation where legislative business 
is frequently unrelated to the public 
interest, and sometimes adverse to it. 
    That was a long sentence, but 
there are still more reasons why 
the governor and legislature have 
so far this year been relatively 
unproductive. A major problem 
is the ego of the participants, 
their ambitions and their motives.   
    Governor Spitzer wants to be a 
national figure.  To do that he must 
earn a reputation outside New York 
State. Since he is not a billionaire or 
an Olympian or a film or television 
star, he must rely on governmental 
achievements to win the recognition 
he seeks.  As luck would have 
it, many accomplishments will 
depend on legislative co-operation 
-- by both houses. . In general, it 

is in one’s  interest to work with 
other people, unless one has the 
intention and the power to destroy 
them.  If one fails in that effort, 
one may face extreme prejudice.. 
    The governor was elected in 
2006 by a margin of 1,614,356 
votes over a qualified Republican 
candidate, John Faso. That was a 
decisive victory.  The result was 
due to public approval of  Attorney 
General Spitzer, but it was also about 
President Bush, whose unpopularity 
hurt all Republican candidates.  
There was also a demand for 
change after twelve years of rule 
by Republican Governor George 
Pataki and his cronies.  Pataki 
wisely declined to seek re-election 
but quixotically chose to seek the 
presidency, an effort he has since 
abandoned by popular demand. 
   More history:  Even the most 
popular public officials can wear 
out their welcome: Governor 
Cuomo, Mayor Koch and Senator 
D’Amato all served three terms 
but lost their bid for a fourth.  Both 
Mayor LaGuardia, in 1945, and 
Mayor Wagner, in 1965, stepped 
down after three terms, when they 
faced difficult campaigns.   Only 
Senator Strom    Thurmond of 
South Carolina made it to the age of 
100 while  still in office.  Sooner or 
later, every Broadway show closes. 
   Rule 31, our grimmest, is an 
inscription we saw on a sundial in 
New Jersey:  “Every hour injures, 

By Barbara Barton Sloane 
   This depends, of course, on your 
particular taste.  If you’re looking 
for great theatre, head to London.  
Fabulous designer fashions, choose 
Milan or Paris.  However, if you want 
to visit a city that is pure magic then 
you have to go to Prague!  One of 
the most beautiful cities in Europe, 
thanks to its location and to more 
than a thousand years of glorious 
architectural tradition, it has a rich 
artistic, musical and literary history.  
The citizens of Prague are rightly 
proud of their city, recently awarded 
the title World Heritage Site.  But 
Prague, by no means, lives on its 
illustrious past alone.  It’s a modern 
metropolis.  Here the past and the 
present merge in a unique and very 
special symbiosis. 
Tourists, Tourists Everywhere
   If you stand in the Old Square 
surrounded by what seems like 
every single tourist in Europe, 
you quickly realize that Prague 
is a prime tourist destination. But 
don’t let this discourage you from 
visiting.  The very fact that visitors 
from all over the world come here 
makes Prague a vital, exciting and 

Czeching Out Prague 
The Best Little City in Europe

By Tom Bock
 
   The summer heat is on and so is the 
blockbuster hype for new  movies, 
theme parks, and the like. 
Reading, whether for summer 
or any other season, typically 
doesn’t get equal footing. After 
you see “the” mega-movie and 
forego your child’s inheritance 
for a visit to a theme park, a 
good bet would be reading. 
Unfortunately, kids get tortured 
with a summer reading list for 
their upcoming school year 
and learn to associate that 
pain with reading. It needn’t 
be painful or unpleasant. 
   Grim Legion, a new book 
written by Westchester 
resident Jack Alcott, is a 
murder-mystery-adventure 
that weaves local history, 
locales, characters, and events, 
with fiction and non-fiction in a 
deftly crafted book that follows 
the short period of Edgar 
Allan Poe’s life as a cadet at 
West Point. Under the tenure 
of Colonel Sylvanus Thayer, the 
“father of the Military Academy,” 
Poe’s promise as a cadet is purported 
by Alcott, while he simultaneously 

Grim Legion 
A Westchester Blockbuster

etches out his flaws, as a prankster, 
drunk, and of course, a writer. The 
realism and plausibility of Poe’s 
exploits by Alcott are craftily 

woven with a fast-paced, never 
dull, machine-gun rapidity that 
make this book a real page-turner. 
   Grim Legion follows Poe’s uneasy 

inclusion and ultimate departure as 
the prankster-turn-sleuth forges on. 
He meets other historic characters 
that Alcott has ostensibly made part 

of Poe’s life. Is this part truth 
or supposition on Alcott’s part? 
It will be difficult to tell due to 
Alcott’s writing style. Nowhere 
during this story does he miss 
a detail of fact that could 
compromise his tale. While 
comprehensive explanations 
are seemingly long, the book’s 
continuity is never in jeopardy. 
   In a conversation with Alcott, 
he explained once he got started 
writing Grim Legion, rising at 
5:00 a.m. daily to pound the 
keyboard, it got easier to get 
into the flow of writing, and 
actually became something 
he looked forward to each 
day. “It’s amazing how many 
words you can crank out if you 
just stay with it three hours a 
day, five days a week for six 
months. Then, the rewrites 
took several more years… 
the most important thing is to 

discipline yourself.” Good advice 
to the aspiring writers out there. 

see Grim Legion Pg. 6 see Czeching Out Prague Pg. 6
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The Hezitorial

By Hezi Aris

   Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
regarded by many Conservative 
Republicans as  RINO (Republican 
in name only) announced his 
departure from the Republican 
Party. Bloomberg created a media 
stir when, with California Governor 
Arnold Schwarzenegger by his 
side, he announced his decision to 
remove the Republican label from 
his moniker and become unaffiliated 
to political dogma, straddling a 
non-partisan platform instead, 
somewhat more akin to his style of 
leadership as Mayor of New York 
City. Bloomberg, whose fortune is 
estimated to be valued at $5 billion 
is uniquely qualified to choose an 
unaffiliated road. In Westchester 
County, there is not one political 
protagonist who could even consider 
making a move commensurate 
with that of Mayor Bloomberg, 
yet the once stalwart Republican 
entourage has been rumored in 
search of  more amenable climes. 
Incapable of reaching the level of 
independence available to Mayor 
Bloomberg, people such as New 
York State Assemblyman Michael 
Spano are rumored to be close to 
switching sides. His new home; 
likely the Democrats. The same 
may be said of Westchester County 
District Attorney Janet DiFiore. 

Political Switch-Hitters: 
Staying in the Game to Favor the  

Public Good?

Former Senator Nick Spano is also 
said to be thinking about making 
the switch, though he will surely 
deny it. And there are others.
   Why you say? Simple, to stay in 
tune with an electorate no longer 
seduced by political labels. The 
electorate votes for the individual, 
based on their personality, the 
trust they engender, and the issues 
that concern them. Many on the 
Republican side of the aisle overlap 
the positions followed by the 
Democrats, and vice versa.
   Westchester County Board 
Legislator Bernice Spreckman, no 
stranger to changing teams, she has 
done it twice, often finds herself 
voting with the Democrat majority. 
Should  she decide to again become 
a Democrat, her viability as a 
politician would be extended on 
every issue, as opposed to being 

asked to join the majority, here and 
there. The paranoia of maintaining 
political relevance harps on every 
candidate.
   Only months ago, Senator Hillary 
Clinton held an intimate fund-raiser 
at the 57th Street and 8th Avenue 
home of Mike DelGiudice on May 
9th that included Bill Clinton, Terry 
McAuliffe, former New Jersey 
Governor Jim Florio, and Assembly 
Speaker Sheldon Silver. Former 
Senator Nick Spano and former 
Assembly Minority leader Clarence 
D. Rappleyea were the lone private 
sector Republicans attracted to the 
event.
   Yonkers City Council Member Dee 
Barbato has garnered employment 
by the Westchester County 
Taxi & Limousine Commission 
with approval by Democrat and 
Westchester County Executive 
Andy Spano, while Westchester 
County Clerk and Democrat Tim 
Idoni employs her husband. The 
welcome mat beckons. A move 
toward the Democrat camp is 
logical.
   It is said that a non-aggression 
pact has always existed in Yonkers 
politics. In reality, it stretches 
throughout Westchester County. 
The move by the people for a 
centrist perspective may cause the 
parties to coalesce more closely 
than ever imagined. 

result. 
    The next morning, when we 
assembled in the private jury 
room, we were advised that one of 
the jurors was called out of town 
suddenly for a family emergency; 
hence the verdict would be decided 
by only eleven of us. Soon thereafter, 
we began hearing from witnesses 
for the prosecution and we watched 
a video that we would see many 
times during the remainder of the 
trial. The defense didn’t have much 
to work with, but they did as much 
as possible against overwhelming 
odds. There was the inevitable 
“expert witness,” testifying about 
the unlikelihood of their client 
being responsible for the alleged 
offense. However, the prosecution 
pointed out how much the expert 
was being paid to come to the court 
to render his “opinion.” Relatives 
of the defendant told us what a nice 
man he had always been and how 
he had merely made some mistakes 
that messed up his life.
    In my opinion, the tearful 
moments coming from his loved 
ones had a lot of impact on some 
of my fellow jurors; perhaps on all 
of us. We can all feel the tugging at 
our heartstrings when, for example, 
a mother cries for a son that has 
gone astray. Such manifestations 
of love and affection make it much 
more difficult to be objective. 
Nevertheless, as the prosecution 
pointed out very clearly and 
forcefully in its summation, we 

Weir Only Human

Bob Weir 

Recently, I engaged in one of the 
most important civic duties of every 
American; jury duty. Although I 
had been summoned a few times 
in the past, each time it merely 
amounted to a few hours of waiting 
before being told I was not chosen. 
Once before, I had even made it as 
far as voir dire; the preliminaries, 
as I refer to it, before being told I 
had been rejected again. This time, 
after being selected for the first 
round, I, and about 40 others sat 
in a courtroom as members of the 
prosecution and the defense took 
turns asking us questions regarding 
any preconceived biases we may 
have concerning the type of crime 
we might be judging. Without 
getting into the specifics of the 
case, I’ll only say it was a felony 
that, upon conviction, carried up to 
ten years incarceration. 
    After whittling the 40 down to 12, 
those of us chosen found ourselves 
sitting in the jury box that same 
afternoon. During my police career, 
I had testified in front of numerous 
juries, but this was the first time 
I sat across a courtroom from a 
defendant I had not personally 
arrested. Denton County Judge 
Bruce McFarland briefed us on the 
rules of law, such as what constitutes 
reasonable doubt versus other 
possibilities that don’t reach the 
level of culpability needed to bring 
in a guilty verdict. The prosecution 
began its opening statement with an 
impressive display of verbal passion 
and the promise of evidence that 
would include a video of the crime. 
The defense countered with some 
compassionate comments about 
the victim, while insinuating that 
he was partly at fault for the end 

A Jury of Eleven
must make our decision based on 
the evidence, personal feelings 
notwithstanding. 
    On the third day of the trial, 
after both sides had done what 
they do best, it was our turn to pass 
judgment on a man’s life. It didn’t 
take long to decide on a guilty 
verdict, but then we were told we’d 
be there for another day to decide 
on punishment. When the jury 
room door closed after that fourth 
day, each of us looked around the 
room, probably wondering who 
was going to make the first move. 
A motion was made and a vote was 
called for. Most of us agreed on a 
term of imprisonment, but one juror 
felt that a period of probation might 
be a better solution. After about an 
hour of discussion that included 
the defendant’s arrest for a similar 
offense while awaiting trial for this 
one (something we were not allowed 
to know during the first phase), the 
lone holdout was convinced that 
time should be served. 
    After delivering the second 
judgment in the courtroom we 
assembled once more in our little 
conference area to await dismissal. 
A bit later, Judge McFarling stopped 
in, thanked us for our service and 
engaged us in humorous repartee, 
abandoning the stoic countenance 
we had observed all week from 
the soft-spoken, black-robed 
figure sitting solemnly on a lofty 
perch in front of the room. I think 
I speak for the others when I say 
we came away with an image of a 
professionally run justice system at 
work in Denton County.

Bob Weir is a contributing 
columnist to Yonkers Tribune 

and Westchester Times Tribune. . 
BobWeir777@aol.com.

The Progressive Liberal 
Crusader

By Jason 
Gooljar

   A few days 
ago a friend of 
mine alerted 
me to the most 
interesting and 
telling incident 
to happen 
concerning the 
way we in the 
US play with 
money. The 
incident was the 
crumbling of 
two of Bear Stearns’ hedge funds 
which sent ripples throughout the 
marketplace and the world. Now 
hedge funds have become notorious 
for being the playground of the über 
investor with money and algorithms 
to burn (this is the world where 
George Soros came from). They are 
open to a limited amount of investors 
and the funds are mostly private. 
Basically, the average investor is 
warned to steer clear of investing 
in these investment contraptions.  
   Yet more to the root of this collapse 
was the fact that these particular 
hedge funds were specializing in 
subprime mortgages. If you haven’t 
heard by now the woes within the 
housing market and with the banks 
have so far been due to this sort 
of lending. Subprime lending is 
basically lending to people with bad 
credit who do not qualify for market 
interest rates on loans and therefore 
are more of a credit risk. Which 
leads me and others to the question 
of: If they really are not in the 

Is the Bottom 
Falling Out?

position to pay 
you back why 
are you lending 
to them? I’m 
not saying that 
people with a 
less than stellar 
credit history 
should not be 
getting loans, 
but a mortgage? 
or a car loan?  
   So what 
happens now? 
What do we 
learn from 

all of this? I’ve heard that the 
bottom has not yet fallen out of 
the housing market and that is not 
good news at all. How much more 
are we going to loose and how is 
this going to affect the entire US 
economy? As I’m writing this I see 
that US stocks fell on concerns of 
the fallout from the collapse of the 
Bear Stearns hedge funds. After 
all of this fallout you would think 
that people who heed the warnings 
and take corrective action. Yet, we 
are about to see an IPO of a hedge 
fund by the name of Blackstone!  
 

 
Visit Jason Gooljar, at

http://www.jasongooljar.com 
the progressive liberal on a 

crusade!online.

By Joe Klock, Sr.
  
   What separates us humans 
from animal society, along with 
such niceties as not publicly 
humping (except in certain 
entertainment media), is our 
superior communication skill, 
particularly in spoken language. 
   Dogs, for example, must make 
their feelings known through 
the movement of their body 
parts, barks, beggings, growls, 
howls, head cockings, whines, 
wags, whimpers, quizzical looks, 
loving licks, posturings and, 
occasionally, peeing on the carpet. 
   They are unable to verbalize 
as we do, although I swear that a 
long-deceased and much-loved 
poodle named Tina was taught by 
our children to articulate the name 
of a neighbor (Lou Hafner) with 
reasonable clarity - albeit with not 
a clue about what she was saying. 
   Cats, I believe, tend to communicate 
mostly with aloofness, disdain 
and undecipherable purrings, a 
subjective opinion I hold, despite 
the protestation of felinophiles 
- but let’s not go there, and please 
spare me the outraged rebuttals. 
   Other subhuman species rely on 
grunts, clicks, warbles and other 
sounds as substitutes for one of our 
most precious gifts - spoken language. 
   This unique talent has enabled 
us to dominate (and, potentially, 
to destroy) the planet upon which 
we are but temporary tenants, 
sometimes appearing to plead 

Um, I Mean, I Don’t Know...Really...Y’know?
for eviction by Mother Nature.. 
   The power and glory of words sets 
us apart from and above all other 
creation - or, at least, gives us the 
potential to enjoy that distinction. 
   In America, however, this 
blessing is under constant attack 
by slanguage, Spanglish, slovenly 
speech and, more recently, such 
pollutants as text messaging, 
ebonics and verbal crutches.  
   While the others are 
equally deserving of disdain, 
it is that last-listed scourge 
which is our subject du jour. 
   Granted, it is historically and 
forgivably the wont of each 
generation to adopt patterns of 
speech during puberty and briefly 
thereafter, but such jargon is usually 
abandoned as teens reluctantly slouch 
into the mainstream of adult society. 
   When, for example, was the last time 
you heard anyone say “23 skidoo”? 
   Apparently bucking that 
transition, though, are the many 
yuppies, former hippies, emerging 
Xers and other youngerfolk who 
seem bent on clinging to speech 
habits picked up on the street, 
in the schoolyard and through 
casual (read careless) peer patter. 
   I find it more than somewhat 
alarming to hear my immediate 
begats and their contemporaries 
- some now firmly entrenched in 
middle age - trashing their speech 
with the “um” and “uh” and “I 
mean” and “y’know” and “really” 
which were background sounds in 
our household during their painful 

(for both them and us) teen years. 
   Worse still is the fact that they are 
setting a pattern for our grand-begats, 
now double-digital in number, and 
the burgeoning ranks of our “greats.” 
   Worst of all, public icons in the 
media, politics, entertainment 
and (GASP!) even education 
are peppering (dare I substitute 
poopering?) their patter with these 
verbal vestiges of their kiddiedom. 
   For evidence of this intrusion, 
check out any ad-lib exchange on 
your favorite talk show,  pundit 
panel, or congressional “colloquy” 
(informal debate) on C-Span.  
   Aside: If you’d like to see examples 
of sanitized speech, record what 
you hear and compare it with the 
edited version later appearing in the 
Congressional Record, which may 
someday win a Pulitzer prize for 
fiction - but we won’t go there either. 
   Alternatively, just eavesdrop 
on conversations wherever you 
happen to be during an average day. 
   I don’t know how to cure the 
problem - except, perhaps, some 
self-policing by the perpetrators 

of these ear-aches, but I shrink in 
horror from the prospect of whole 
generations in the future sounding 
like the hippies of my youth and 
defiling the majesty of proper speech.  
   One remedial technique might 
be keeping the mouth closed until 
the mind has decided exactly 
what to say and how to say it.  
   This follows the principal precept 
of speech: Never utter a sound unless 
you are sure it is an improvement 
over the silence it is destroying. 
   Old Joe’s a snob you say? 
Maybe so, and he’s certainly 
a victim of Jesuit tyranny 
with respect to proper speech. 
   But, if the present trend continues, 
some future decade may find our 
descendants communicating in 
grunts (when not silently ravaging 
language in their text messages) 
and/or stammering their thoughts 
between increasingly frequent verbal 
prostheses that say nothing and do 
less in terms of delivering a message. 
   How far a fall is it from 
there to communicating like 
dogs, cats, politicians, and 
other lesser forms of life? 
  Um, I mean, it could happen, y’ 
know. Y’know? I mean, really!
 

Freelance wordworker Joe Klock, 
Sr. (joeklock@aol.com) is a 

winter Floridian who summers 
in New Hampshire. More of his 

“Klockwork,” is at
 www.joeklock.com.

NEW ROCHELLE, NY – Vincenza 
Restiano, candidate for Mayor 
of Yonkers, and former Yonkers 
City Council President, will speak 
before the WVOX-1460 AM radio 
microphones this Tuesday, July 3, 
from 10:05 am through 11:00 am, 
with host Hezi Aris. You may also 
listen to the show live by way of 
live 
streaming audio technology through 
your computer. 

   The call-in talk show format is 
one in which you are shamelessly 
invited to share your thoughts. Call 
us at 914-636-0110. Those who call 
are asked to please stay on topic.
   Also, listen to the Hezi Aris, 
this Thursday, July 5, at 8:30 am 
as he discusses events impacting 
Westchester politics with Bob 
Marone, host of Good Merning, 
Westchester, heard from 6:00 am 
through 9:00 am daily.
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WHITE PLAINS, NY -- Westchester 
County Legislator, Lois Bronz, last 
week announced her candidacy 
for re-election to her eighth term 
on the Westchester County Board 
of Legislators.  Bronz represents 
the 8th District, covering parts of 
Greenburgh, White Plains, Sleepy 
Hollow and the Villages of Elmsford 
and Tarrytown. 
   A retired mathematics teacher, she 
received her bachelor’s degree from 
Xavier University, in New Orleans, 
LA, and earned her master’s at 
Wayne State University, in Indiana.   
   Bronz focuses on children, 
education, the elderly and housing.   
   She works for families and 
children through programs that 
foster education, life and vocational 
skills and self esteem.  This past year 
the Union Child Day Care Center is 

Bronz Announces Candidacy for  
Re-Election to Westchester County 

Board of Legislators 

Greenburgh was rededicated and 
named the Lois Bronz, in honor 
of Lois and her commitment to the 
care and education of children.   
   Ms. Bronz advocates strengthening 

protection for domestic violence 
and child abuse victims in our 
justice, legal and service delivery 
systems.   
   Quality of life for the elderly has 
led to Bronz’s concern for their 
housing, health, transportation, 
enrichment and prescription drug 
coverage.   
   Lois’ ability to relate on a 
personal basis with empathy and 
understanding allows her to achieve 
results.  Her track record proves that 
Lois Bronz makes life better for all 
in Westchester County. 
   The public is invited to meet Lois 
Bronz on Monday, July 9th for a 
continental breakfast at the home of 
Roda Simmons, 9 Dunnings Drive, 
Tarrytown, NY, from 7:30 a.m. to 
9:30 a.m. 

By Vincenza Restiano

YONKERS, NY -- On June 15, 
2007 Mayor Amicone got his $859 
million dollar budget through the 
City Council, and socked Yonkers 
taxpayers with yet another property 
tax increase, his fourth in four 
years. Since 2004, Mayor Amicone 
has increased property taxes nearly 
30%. In addition, he increased the 
real estate transfer tax 50% and 
doubled the income tax surcharge-
all this from a Mayor who ran as 
a tax cutter and still claims, on 
his website, to have kept taxes in 
check. 
   His incessant habit of hiking 
taxes at every turn might be 
understandable if he had something 
to show for it, like better schools, 
a reduction in the city’s debt, or 
putting Yonkers on sounder financial 
footing.  Wrong.  While our taxes 
have skyrocketed, the city’s debt 
has ballooned, and next year will 
exceed half a billion dollars, up 
from less than $300 million the year 
he took office.  Better schools? The 
test scores of Yonkers students have 
plummeted under his watch.  Better 
financial footing?  Think again!  

Another Amicone Budget.  Another 
Amicone Tax Hike

His budgets have been so full of 
“one shots,” (gimmicks that result 
in revenue from the sale of Yonkers’ 
assets) that Amicone was criticized 
by the New York State Comptroller 
for his fiscal management.   
   The stark truth is Yonkers is headed 
for a fiscal train wreck and Phil 
Amicone has been the lead engineer. 
The last time we had a mayor who 
could not control spending or quell 
his voracious appetite for tax hikes, 
we ended up with a Financial 
Control Board running the City of 
Yonkers.  It was not a pretty sight 

watching unelected bureaucrats 
telling elected officials how to run 
the City of Yonkers. 
   I know, because I became President 
of the City Council during a period 
when Yonkers operated under the 
oversight of the Financial Control 
Board.  We worked our way out of 
it by tightening our belts, getting 
our fiscal house in order, eventually 
restoring confidence in the city’s 
finances.  We did it by keeping 
spending under control, cutting 
the real estate transfer tax which 
lured people to Yonkers, cutting the 
income tax surcharge, and holding 
the line on property tax increases.   
   It has been difficult the past four 
years watching Mayor Amicone 
undo all the good that was done 
during the years I served as 
President of the City Council.  
Unless we reverse the course set by 
Mayor Amicone the past four years, 
it is only a matter of time before 
the citizens of this city will be once 
again be living under the authority 
of a Financial Control Board.

   Vincenza Restiano is a declared 
Yonkers mayoral candidate.

the last one kills.”  This is a rough 
translation of the words that appear 
on another sundial in a French 
churchyard. “Vulnerant omnia, 
ultima necat.”   Similar sentiments 
are expressed more poetically 
in Ecclesiastes 3:1 et seq. “For 
everything there is a season...” 
   Back to Albany: Part of the 
legislature’s problem is the issue 
of linkage. This practice is often 
referred to as logrolling.  The idea 
is that I will vote for your bill if 
you vote for mine.  It is concisely 
expressed in Rule 21-O: “One hand 
washes the other.”   The process has 
some rationale in terms of building 
majorities to pass legislation, but 
it is usually a method to garner 
support for public expenditures 
which are likely to be wasteful.   
Even worse, however, is when 
it is used to block constructive 
legislation, holding bills hostage 
unless others agree to support a 
bill with which they do not agree. 
   That has been the case with 
campaign finance reforms which 
Governor Spitzer is said to have 
demanded.  The Republicans 
correctly see these ‘reforms’ as 
having a greater impact on their 
sources of financial support.  
Senator Bruno today issued a 
strong, one might say vitriolic 
statement on the issue. Mr. Spitzer 
was first elected Attorney General 
in 1998 (he ran and lost in 1994 
with millions of dollars borrowed 
from his father.  The sources of 
Mr. Bruno’s income are now 
under investigation.  Mr. Silver’s 
mother lode is his private law firm.  
   New York State is not a place 
where significant campaigns have 
died for lack of financial support. 
There is so much political money 
is here that it is exported for 

Albany Packs It In
Few Achievements, Much  Squabbling

Senatorial and Congressional races 
in other states, not to mention the 
527 committees that are used to 
frustrate the McCain-Feingold law 
governing Federal campaigns..   
   BTW, Writing about this subject is 
made more difficult by the fact that 
contradictory accounts of demands 
and negotiations appear in the press.  
It is difficult for us to measure 
their accuracy. The likelihood is 
that Rule 30-T applies: “The truth 
lies somewhere in between.” but 
that rule, true as it may be, is not 
dispositive in determining the facts. 
   It is alleged with apparent 
credibility that the Republicans 
reneged on badly-needed Wicks 
Law reform because their pork 
items were deleted from the budget.  
It is an old saying that one man’s 
pork is another man’s bacon, and 
politicians are elected, in part, on 
their ability to bring home the bacon 
to their districts.  The rationale for 
their obstruction is:  Why should I 
support a measure you want, even if 
it desirable, if at the same time your 
other hand is preventing me from 
doing what I have always done.   
Each house can block any proposal 
by the other; mutual consent and 
identical language being required 
to send a bill to the governor 
for his signature or his veto. 
   Complicating the situation is the 
fact that the governor has made 
it his priority to depose Senator 
Bruno and secure Democratic 
control of the Senate. He began 
by luring Senator Balboni into his 
administration as Deputy Secretary 
for Homeland Security.  Balboni, a 
capable Republican lawmaker from 
Long Island, has not been heard 
from since his appointment,  His 
vacant seat was filled in a special 
election by a Democrat, Craig 
Johnson, for whom Governor Spitzer 

campaigned and raised money.  The 
State of New York may or may not 
be more secure, but Senator Bruno 
is certainly less secure, thanks to this 
perfectly legitimate machination.  
   New York is a blue state, and the 
Senate has been Republican for the 
last forty years  primarily because 
of gerrymandering.   For example, 
a few years ago there were eight 
Republican Senate seats within 
New York City, while there was 
only one Republican seat (out of 65 
or so) in the Assembly.  That was 
because each house draws its own 
district lines.  The Democrats tried 
to eliminate as many Republican 
seats as they can, and vice versa.    
   Nonpartisan redistricting is, in 
our judgment, the single most 
important reform that should be 
enacted.   It will not, however, be 
easy to achieve, in part because 
the Department of Justice, which 
has authority over large parts of 
New York City, supports racial 
gerrymandering to maximize the 
number of seats held by ethnic 
minorities, who are actually 
majorities in many communities.  
Another obstacle is the difficulty 
of finding truly impartial people, 
even retired judges may have axes 
to grind, or minds that could be 
sharpened.   We have suggested 
that community board districts, 
which were drawn geographically 
in the 1950s and ‘60s, can be 
the building blocks out of which 
political districts are formed in New 
York City.  So far the powers that 
be have expressed no interest in the 
plan, but that is understandable.

Henry Stern is president of New 
York Civic (www.NYCivic.org) and 

a blogger on public issues. 
He was New York City’s Parks 
Commissioner for fifteen years 

under Mayors Koch and Giuliani

By Dennis Robertson

   Phil Amicone is a politician who 
for four years as mayor has acted 
desperately and dangerously.
   It has been said that those 
who don’t learn from the past 
are condemned to relive it. Phil 
Amicone’s mismanagement as 
mayor risks Yonkers’ ability to 
control its future.  It places the 
city’s independence in danger and 
is an omen from Yonkers’ bad old 
days.
   The record is clear, he has placed 
his political survival ahead of the 
needs of the  people of Yonkers. 
Time and again he trades the future 
of the nearly 200,000 citizens of 
Yonkers for his own self interest.
   After laying off hundreds of city 
workers, decimating city schools, 
calling Yonkers teachers terrorists, 
having a school superintendent 
convicted of perjury and allowing 
the greatest misuse of city owned 
and leased cars in Yonkers history, 
Phil Amicone disavowed his first 
eighteen months as mayor, saying he 
‘wasn’t in control” and that Yonkers 
was being run by operatives of the 
previous Administration. There are 
two obvious flaws and mistruths 
here.  Phil Amicone was the Deputy 
Mayor, and chief operative of the 
previous administration for 8 years. 
He promised to continue and extend 
that administration; his failure to 
lead, and a willingness to abdicate 
his authority, does not relieve him 
of the responsibility of the results. 
If Phil Amicone could not act as 
the Mayor then, why should he be 

Amicone’s Mismanagement Puts City’s 
Independence at Risk 

Budget an Omen from Yonkers Bad Old Days

reelected Mayor now?
   This past January, Phil Amicone 
spent $20,000 of taxpayer money 
on a targeted self-promoting mailer 
that used material from his 2003 
campaign for mayor. In December 
2006, he used an $85,000.00 a year 
city job to hire Gail Burns, the 
Chairwoman of the Westchester 
County Conservative Party to buy 
the Conservative nomination for 
Mayor of Yonkers.  Phil got what 
he used your money to pay for 
when Gail Burns delivered the 
conservative nomination, ignoring 
the desire, and recommendation of 
the Yonkers Conservative Party.
   These actions, as serious as they 
are, become petty when they are 
measured by Phil Amicone’s latest 
grab on the Yonkers treasury.  He 
wants to sell the Ridge Hill lease 
which has a current market value of 
$150 million for $26 million. He is 
willing to trade $124 million of the 
people’s money in a deal which the 
new York  State Assembly says may 
not be legal.
   The outrage doesn’t end there. 

Phil Amicone is feverishly trying 
to short circuit the process that was 
put into place with developers as 
Yonkers considers a $3 billion dollar 
redevelopment plan. If Phil can turn 
hundreds of millions of dollars into 
just $18 million, imagine what he 
can do with $3 billion! We can’t 
afford to find out! 
Phil Amicone is frantically trying 
to avoid the financial consequences 
that his poor management as mayor 
has brought to the Yonkers. He has 
spent the most money, levied the 
highest taxes, and created more 
long term debt than any mayor in 
Yonkers history. Phil Amicone’s 
Administration has received the 
most state aid in the city’s history.  
This year he will get the highest 
amount of education aid Yonkers 
has ever received, but he is still 
unable to fully fund the city’s 
schools. The people of Yonkers 
have a right to know, ‘Where is the 
money, Mr. Mayor?’ Because Phil 
Amicone has failed to produce the 
revenue that Yonkers needs to pay 
for city services, Yonkers will face 
a budget gap of $60 million next 
year. 
   Phil Amicone has swung for 
the fences and missed. He has 
delivered a ‘Grand Sham’ in a ball 
game that must come to an end. To 
have a better Yonkers, we need a 
better mayor!
   I promise I won’t let you down.

Dennis Robertson is the Democrat 
endorsed candidate for  

Mayor of Yonkers

different kind of enemy than in 
previous times. Americans should 
not be financiers of a war against 
ourselves. As citizens of New York 
we can show that we are still as 
united against terrorism as strongly 
as we were on September 11, but 
New York’s future can not be in 
conflict with the crusade for moral 
righteousness that this country 
faces on a daily basis. It is our 
responsibility to oppose the specter 
of terrorism that looms large over 
our families and our future by 
immediately divesting our finances 
from terrorist states,” said Senator 
Klein.
   To address the issue, Senator Klein 
has introduced legislation, The New 
York Terror Free Investment Act 
of 2007, to limit the investment of 
public retirement funds in corporate 
or financial entities doing business 
in or with the nations of Iran, Syria, 
North Korea and Sudan, which 
have been designated by the U.S. 
State Dept. as state sponsors of 
terrorism.  This bill will require 
the State Comptroller to use his 
discretion to divest from and 

Terrorist Treasury
From Page 1

refrain from any further public 
pension fund investments in Iran, 
Syria, North Korea and Sudan, as 
well as to issue a report outlining 
any current public pension fund 
investments in these nations within 
6 months.  
    In addition, many other states 
have enacted or proposed legislation 
regarding divestment from Iran, 
including: California, Florida, 
Georgia, Kansas, Louisiana, New 
Jersey, Oklahoma, Oregon, Texas, 
and Missouri. 
   “By diverting our investments 
from countries that sponsor terrorist 
organizations, we are not only 
securing the future of New York’s 
investment portfolio, we are making 
the world safer from terror.
New York State should lead the 
march toward fiscal and moral 
responsibility,” said Senator Eric 
Adams. 
   “I would hope that New York State 
would invest its retirement funds 
in a fiscally prudent and socially 
responsible manner. We should not 
invest in companies doing business 
with nations that promote terror 
abroad and deny human rights 

at home. Divestiture has been an 
effective weapon against apartheid 
in South Africa and genocide in 
the Darfur region of the Sudan. 
It’s time to add the Middle Eastern 
promoters of terror to the list,” said 
Senator Stavisky. 
   “Even tyranny cannot stand up to 
strong and unrelenting economic 
pressure,” said Senator Craig M. 
Johnson, (D-Port Washington,) who 
is sponsoring a measure to enable 
New York to divest in companies 
that conduct business in Iran. 
“Through divestment, New York 
will be able to use its economic 
might in a way that will perhaps 
foster some real changes in the 
behavior of these terror-promoting 
countries.”  
   As the sole trustee, the Comptroller 
is responsible for the Common 
Retirement Fund, which represents 
The New York State and Local 
Employees’ Retirement System, 
and the Police and Fire Retirement 
System, providing pension, death 
and disability benefits for state 
and local government employees 
and employees of certain other 
participating employers.                                            

ALBANY, NY -- Senator Andrea 
Stewart-Cousins (D-Yonkers) last 
week announced the passage of 
important legislation that would 
allow the City of Yonkers to 
continue its path toward financial 
stability and independence.  
   The measure (S4137), which 
was sponsored by Senator Stewart-
Cousins, extends the city’s power to 

continue to negotiate the sales of its 
serial bonds and notes for another 
year. 
   If this bill failed to pass, the city 
would have lost this power on June 
30.  
   “It is vitally important that 
Yonkers be in control of its own 
financial destiny, and continue to be 
empowered to do what is best for its 

residents,” Senator Stewart-Cousins 
said. “This measure will ensure that 
city officials can continue to pursue 
the most cost-effective financing 
for the city.” 
   All of the bond sales would still 
have to be approved by the Office 
of the State Comptroller.   

Senator Stewart-Cousins’ Yonkers 
Bond Financing Act Passes Senate

Measure Will Extend City’s Control 
Over its Own Financial Destiny

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- 
Congressman Eliot Engel last week 
(June 20, 2007) pushed for a single 
payer health care program to assure 
that all Americans have sufficient 
health insurance. Speaking at a 
news conference featuring Michael 
Moore’s movie, Sicko!, the 10-term 
congressman said, “As long as 47 
million American are uninsured, 
and millions more are underinsured, 
none of us can truly be considered 
insured.”
   Rep. Engel, who is a senior member 
of the House Energy & Commerce 
Subcommittee on Health, said that 
the number of Americans without 
health care insurance is rising every 

day, and combined with the growing 
cost of health care, it is creating a 
crisis that will soon overwhelm us.  
Many bankruptcies filed in America 
are attributed to health related 
expenses.
   He said he supports the Expanded 
and Improved Medicare for All 
Act (HR 676) which provides 
all Americans with all medically 
necessary care, such as primary 
care and prevention, prescription 
drugs, emergency care, and mental 
health services. It also gives 
patients the freedom to choose 
from participating physicians and 
institutions. 
It also establishes a trust fund to 

Engel Pushes Health Care Reform
finance the Program with amounts 
deposited: (1) from existing sources 
of Government revenues for health 
care; (2) by increasing personal 
income taxes on the top 5% 
income earners; (3) by instituting 
a progressive excise tax on payroll 
and self-employment income; and 
(4) by instituting a small tax on 
stock and bond transactions.
   “We need universal health care for 
all,’ said Rep. Engel.”Health care 
cannot be determined by the size 
of one’s pocketbook. Health care in 
our country should be a right, not 
an option.  It is a right all must have 
access to. 

ALBANY, NY -- Senator Andrea 
Stewart-Cousins and Senator Jeff 
Klein called on colleagues on either 
side of the aisle to come together 
across party lines to put partisan 
politics aside and unite in support of 
common sense health care reform, 
as an issue of universal concern. 
   The call comes in response to 
Senator Kemp Hannon’s bill, S6293, 
which adapts Senator Klein’s original 
amendment giving discretion to 
the Commissioner of Health to 
review the recommendations of the 
Berger Commission, in addition to 
the recent passage of legislation 
by Senate Majority Leader Joe 
Bruno to save Bellevue Women’s 
Hospital.  
   “Democrat or Republican, 
anyway you look at it, the Berger 
Commission’s recommendations 
are wrong,” said Senator Klein, “I 

am encouraged by the bi-partisan 
spirit of Senator Hannon’s bill and 
look forward to a just resolution 
to these wrong recommendations. 
Quality of care, not connections 
should determine the value of an 
institution.” 
   Klein’s bill, first introduced 
on June 14th as an amendment to 
a Senate bill seeking to prevent 
the closure of Bellevue Woman’s 
Hospital near Albany, would allow 
the Commissioner to review all of 
the Berger recommendations as 
they are implemented, and make 
necessary changes to ensure the 
availability of essential health care 
services in communities around the 
State. Klein proposed such measures 
to save Westchester Square Medical 
Center, a much beloved hospital in 
the Bronx. 
   Similarly, Senator Stewart-

Cousins offered an amendment to 
the legislative measure that would 
have spared Community Hospital at 
Dobbs Ferry (CHDF) from the same 
fate under the recommendations 
made by a state commission last 
year. 
   “The CHDF is an exceptional 
community resource that we cannot 
allow to close. I urge my colleagues 
from both sides of the aisle to join 
us in preserving these facilities that 
provide critical health care that is 
so vital to our communities.” added 
Senator Stewart Cousins. 
   “The Berger Commission’s 
diagnosis of our community 
medical facilities warrants a second 
opinion,” concluded Klein. 
 

Klein and Stewart-Cousins: Senate Should Require 
Second Opinion on Berger Commission Report

www.NYCivic.org
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ALBANY, NY—Senator Jeff Klein 
(D-Bronx/Westchester) expressed 
his deep gratification last week 
(June 21, 2007) after the NY State 
Senate passed legislation that 
would divest the NY State Pension 
Fund from companies that conduct 
business with terrorist states. Klein, 
who sponsors nearly identical 
legislation, recently released a 
report that revealed $12 billion 
of NYS pension fund assets are 
invested in 235 companies that 
have direct dealings with terrorist 
states.  
Klein’s report, compiled with 
the assistance of Conflict 
Securities Advisory Group, Inc., 
a Washington, DC-based research 
and consulting firm that specializes 
in the assessment and management 
of global security risk, found 
that 16% of New York State’s 
total equity assets are invested in 
companies with ties to terrorist 
states, including well known 
conglomerates like the Chevron 
Corporation ($537,599,794), Coca-
Cola ($349,280,545), and Royal 
Dutch Shell ($209,991,294). 
   “Today the New York State Senate 

took the first step toward joining the 
ranks of 10 other states in the fight 
for fiscal and moral responsibility 
in public investment. We put our 
money where our mouths are, 
so that now when we talk about 
fighting terrorism our claims will be 
supported by the force of action,” 
said Senator Klein. “Continuing to 
invest in these countries would be 
like investing in Nazi Germany in 
1941.” 
   Senator Klein’s New York Terror 
Free Investment Act of 2007, 
introduced on June 12th, would 
limit the investment of public 
retirement funds in corporate or 
financial entities doing business in 
or with the nations of Iran, Syria, 
North Korea and Sudan, which 
have been designated by the U.S. 
State Dept. as state sponsors of 
terrorism.  That bill would require 
the State Comptroller to divest from 
and refrain from any further public 
pension fund investments in Iran, 
Syria, North Korea and Sudan, as 
well as to issue a report outlining 
any current public pension fund 
investments in these nations within 
6 months.  The measure passed 

today, introduced on June 16th, adds 
Cuba to that list, but, otherwise, is 
substantially the same. 
   “New Yorkers faced the worst kind 
of evil six years ago on September 
11th but as of June 21st we are one 
step closer to ensuring that we 
will no longer be financiers of a 
war against ourselves,” concluded 
Senator Klein. 
   The NY State pension fund, a 
140 billion dollar investment, has 
an overall membership of 995,536 
which includes 653,291 members 
and 342,245 beneficiaries and 
retirees. 
   As the sole trustee of state 
pension funds, the Comptroller 
is responsible for investing and 
managing the assets of the Common 
Retirement Fund, which represents 
The New York State and Local 
Employees’ Retirement System 
and the Police and Fire Retirement 
System, providing pension, death 
and disability benefits for state 
and local government employees 
and employees of certain other 
participating employers.  

Klein and State Senate Strike Financial 
Blow Against Terror 

Pass Bill Banning Investment of Public Pension Funds with 
Companies Linked to Terror-Sponsoring Regimes  

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- County 
Legislator Judy Myers (D,I,WF- 
Larchmont), will represent the 
Board of Legislators on the newly 
formed and much-needed Flood 
Action Plan Task Force created by 
County Executive Andy Spano, 
which was announced today at the 
Flood Summit at the County Center.  
Legislator Myers represents the 
hard-hit Sound Shore area and 
has worked diligently with the 
local representatives to assist the 
neighborhoods of Mamaroneck, 
Rye, Larchmont and New Rochelle 
that were devastated by flooding in 
April.  
   “I am eager to begin working 
with the Task Force to mitigate the 
County’s flooding problem,” said 
Myers after her appointment to the 
Task Force.  “I have seen first hand 
the devastation flooding can cause.  
The people of my district are still 
recovering from the loss of their 
homes, belongings and businesses.  

I will continue to work to ensure that 
flooding of this magnitude does not 
occur again in Westchester County.  
I appreciate the opportunity to be 
at the forefront of this pressing 
issue.”
    Other members of the Task 
Force include former County 
Commissioner of Planning, 
Peter Eschweiler; former County 
Commissioner of Parks, Charles 

Legislator Myers Named To Flood 
Action Plan Task Force

Pond; former County Commissioner 
of Public Works, Frank Bohlander; 
former County Commissioner of 
Environmental Facilities, Anthony 
Landi; the Mayor of Rye, Steve 
Otis; and the Mamaroneck Town 
Supervisor, Valerie O’Keeffe.  
   The Task Force will develop the 
required criteria to apply for flood 
mitigation funding as well as the 
ways in which the funding can be 
used.  They will also review all 
recommendations that are received 
by the Army Corps of Engineers 
and other agencies with expertise 
in flood prevention.  The Task 
Force will then provide their input 
on these recommendations to the 
County Executive and the Board of 
Legislators.  
   Legislator Myers is the Chair 
of the Family, Health and Human 
Services Committee and she also 
sits on the County Board of Health.

procedure for ordering a certified 
copy by mail.  It will be helpful 
to have the exact name or names 
of the property owners and the 
exact property address available 
before calling our staff.  Staff will 
then advise callers of the fee for 
obtaining a certified copy and 
offer instructions on how to order 
by mail.  Homeowners can also 
email their request to cc-land@
westchestergov.com.

Need Your Deed?  
Be Careful of Mailings Asking for Big Dollars Warns

County Clerk Tim Idoni
   The Land Records Division of 
the County Clerk’s office records 
all documents pertaining to real 
property transactions occurring 
in the County of Westchester. 
This division of the Office of the 
Westchester County Clerk also 
processes New York State Mortgage 
Tax, New York State Transfer Gains 
Tax, Federal Tax liens, Uniform 
Commercial Code filings, and is 
home to our Map Division.  The 
public can visit the Land Records 
Division to look up a current 

mortgage or deed, and even research 
documents dating back to the 
colonial days of Westchester.  The 
office is located at 110 Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Blvd. in White 
Plains and is open from 8 a.m. until 
5:45 p.m., Monday through Friday, 
excluding legal holidays. 
For more information, please call 
995-3094 or visit our website at 
www.westchesterclerk.com.

PORT CHESTER, NY -- Michael 
Messemer, a White Plains native, 
has joined Magjak Graphic 
Communication Services as Vice 
President of New Media.  
   In his new position Messemer will 
design and implement customized 
cross-channel marketing 
communication solutions.  Using 
new one-to-one technologies 
dramatically increases response 
rates over traditional, stand-alone 
mass marketing programs. Magjak’s 
customized programs ensure that 
each recipient receives as targeted 
a communication as possible, while 
adding multiple mediums, such as 
web and SMS to maximize ROI. 
Magjak customers who have already 
used these new technologies include 
Fordham University, MasterCard 
International, and Pitney Bowes.
    “Mike adds a high level of 
experience and knowledge that 
will take Magjak’s customers to the 
next level and beyond with regard 
to their marketing efforts. He is a 
valuable addition to the Magjak 
team,” stated Bruce Browning, 
Magjak’s President. 
   “It’s an alignment of the stars 
scenario. When you combine 
Bruce’s vision, Magjak’s software 
and manufacturing capabilities, 
the team’s creative skills, the 
experience I bring in the education 
and implementation of one-to-
one programs, with the increased 
market awareness of the benefits 

of individualized communications, 
it’s a magical combination. I am 
very excited about working with 
Bruce and the entire Magjak 
team in this new era of cutting 
edge individualized business 
communications – it’s a new world 
that holds tremendous opportunity 
for us and for our clients,” stated 
Messemer.
   Messemer is a former Solution 
Development Manager for 
Xerox Corporation where he was 
responsible for assisting customers 
with growing their digital volume 
by helping them sell new variable 
data, cross channel marketing and 
book printing programs. During 
his seven years with Xerox he 
supported numerous individualized 
communication programs for 
organizations such as Mercedes 

Benz, Mass Mutual, Rapp Collins, 
and Prudential Financial. In 2006 
Messemer was Xerox’s number one 
Solution Development Manager 
for advanced technologies in the 
United States. 
    The 11 years prior to joining 
Xerox, he was the founder and 
President of Professional Graphics 
Systems and Services Inc, based 
in Elmsford.  He was also an 
Apple Computer certified “Master 
of Media” presenter in the tri-
state area for color management 
and color managed workflows. 
He also presented on behalf of 
Adobe Systems on color-managed 
workflows: “From PhotoShop to 
Illustrator to InDesign.”  
    Messemer has an extensive 
graphic arts background and 
expertise in color sciences, color 
managed workflows and deep 
industry knowledge and experience 
in variable data workflows and cross 
channel initiatives.  As the Vice 
President of New Media at Magjak 
he will be focused on heading up 
promoting and composing 1:1 
integrated, multi-touch marketing 
solutions for Magjak customers. 

To see an example of the type of 
support Magjak now offers, visit 
www.magjak.com or call Mike 
Messemer at 914-468-7066. He 
can also be reached at Michael.

Messmer@magjak.com. Magjak is 
located at 114 Pearl Street in Port 

Chester, New York.

Former Xerox Executive Joins Magjak 
to Head Up New Direct Marketing 

Division

GREENBURGH, NY -- 
Councilman Steve Bass introduced 
a resolution in March urging the 
New York State Legislature to 
approve legislation which would 
allow the Town of Greenburgh 
the option of establishing a 
Community Preservation Fund.  
   Yesterday, the State Legislature 
did just that, passing the Hudson 
Valley Community Preservation 
Act, which allows towns 
in Westchester and Putnam 
counties to establish Community 
Preservation Funds (CPFs).   
   A Community Preservation Fund 
(CPF) is a dedicated environmental 
fund that can be used to preserve 
open space, which improves air 
quality, protect drinking water, 
and to create community parks. 
   “I am pleased that the legislature 
passed this important law and would 
like to thank Assemblyman Richard 
Brodsky and Senator Andrea 

NYS to Permit Greenburgh to Establish 
Community Preservation Fund

Stewart-Cousins for their support 
of this important legislation,” 
Councilman Steve Bass said. 
   Instituting a CPF also allows 
towns to apply for matching funds 
from state, county, and federal 
governments to purchase areas of 
significant value to the town.  Before 
passage of the bill, only eight towns 
in the state had similar authority. 

   “We now need to put together 
a plan to proceed for the 
residents of Greenburgh with 
respect to preserving open 
space,” Councilman Bass said. 
   A CPF can also be used to protect 
wetlands, which are crucial for 
floodwater protection. Every 
year, taxpayer money is saved 
due to wetlands buffering storm 
water and absorbing floodwaters. 
   The Town of Southampton’s CPF 
has generated over $78 million 
and protected 1,500 acres of land. 
The program was scheduled to 
conclude in December 2010, but 
residents overwhelmingly voted 
to extend it another 10 years.  
   “I believe a CPF can achieve the 
same rate of success in Greenburgh 
that it has in other places. We will 
be able to curb overdevelopment 
by protecting our green space for 
years to come by instituting this 
program,” Councilman Bass said.

VA L H A L L A , 
NY -- Children’s 
Miracle Network 
and Maria Fareri 
C h i l d r e n ’ s 
H o s p i t a l 
announced today 
that Wal-Mart 
and Sam’s Club 
associates met 
their goal to 
raise $10 million 
during the 
month of May in 
celebration of the 
20th anniversary of their partnership 
with Children’s Miracle Network. 
Maria Fareri Children’s Hospital, 
part of the Westchester Medical 
Center in Valhalla, NY is one of 
160 Children’s Miracle Network 
hospitals that will benefit from 
the May campaign.  Wal-Mart and 
Sam’s Club associates, customers 
and members in Westchester and the 
Hudson Valley raised $30,703.79 
of the $10 million total.  Miracle 
Balloons were sold for $1.00 during 
the month-long campaign, and 
each dollar raised benefits the life-
saving care at your local Children’s 
Miracle Network hospital.
    “Wal-Mart and Sam’s Club 
associates continue to be amazing 
partners with Children’s Miracle 
Network,” said Lauren Benyo.  
“The enthusiasm of associates 
to raise funds for Maria Fareri 
Children’s Hospital during the May 
campaign was truly inspiring. We 

couldn’t help so many children 
without the support of our friends at 
Wal-Mart and Sam’s Club.”
    On May 31, in-store 20th 
anniversary celebrations were 
held in Wal-Mart stores and Sam’s 
Clubs throughout the country. 
Celebrities participating in events 
around the country ranged from 
government officials and local 
athletes to pageant winners and 
radio personalities. Marie Osmond, 
LeAnn Rimes, Mary Lou Retton 
and Miss America Lauren Nelson 
also lent their support of the month-
long celebration by traveling across 
the country, visiting stores and 
clubs, and speaking to the media 
to raise awareness about Children’s 
Miracle Network hospitals.
    “May was a remarkable month 
for Wal-Mart, Sam’s Club and 
the Children’s Miracle Network,” 
said Pat Curran, Executive Vice 
President, Wal-Mart Stores 

People Division.  
“We always set 
ambitious goals 
at Wal-Mart, but 
$10 million in 
one month was a 
record-breaker, 
even for us.  Thanks 
to our associates 
and customers, 
children across 
the country will 
get the care they 
need and deserve.  
Our success with 

this fundraising campaign is just 
one example of how Wal-Mart 
associates and customers have a 
positive impact on the world.”
    In 1987, moved by a desire 
to impact the medical needs of 
children, Sam Walton, founder 
of Wal-Mart, partnered with 
Children’s Miracle Network.  As 
evident by May’s activities, Wal-
Mart and Children’s Miracle 
Network continue to celebrate that 
decision and the impact it has had on 
children throughout North America. 
In total, Wal-Mart associates have 
raised more than $387 million for 
children’s hospitals since 1987, 
and that number continues to grow 
as 1.3 million associates in over 
4,000 locations support Children’s 
Miracle Network. 
    Children’s Miracle Network is a 
non-profit organization dedicated 
to saving and improving the lives 
of children by raising funds for 
children’s hospitals across North 
America.  To learn more visit http://
www.childrensmiraclenetwork.
org/. To read about what’s happening 
in Westchester and the Hudson 
Valley visit http://metronewyork.
childrensmiraclenetwork.org.
    As the leader in pediatric care and 
an advocate for children’s health, 
Maria Fareri Children’s Hospital at 
Westchester Medical Center is the 
only all-specialty children’s hospital 
in the Hudson Valley region and 
Fairfield County Connecticut.

    Every week, millions of 
customers visit Wal-Mart Stores, 

Supercenters, Neighborhood 
Markets, and Sam’s Club locations 

across America or log on to its 
online store at

 www.walmart.com. 
To learn more, visit 

www.walmartfacts.com, 
www.walmartstores.com, 

or 
www.walmartfoundation.org.

Wal-Mart Raises $10 Million for 
Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals

Area Wal-Mart and Sam’s Club Locations Participate in Anniversary 
Campaign to Help Local Kids
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NEW YORK, NY -
- Construction will 
begin on 88 units of 
senior citizen rental 
housing in Yonkers 
as a result of the sale 
of $10.37 million in 
revenue bonds last 
week (June 22, 2007) 
by the New York State 
Housing Finance 
Agency (HFA). 
   The Highland Avenue 
Senior Apartments 
Multi-Family Housing Revenue 
Bonds will finance the development 
at 34 Highland Avenue, in Yonkers, 
where construction is expected 
to begin this month. Completion 
is scheduled for December 2008. 
   “We are proud to provide the 
financing for this very worthwhile 
project,” said Priscilla Almodovar, 
HFA President and Chief Executive 
Officer. “Creating affordable 
housing for seniors is a major priority 
for Westchester County and we are 
glad to be part of the solution.” 
   State Senator Andrea Stewart-
Cousins (D-Westchester) said, 
“As housing costs continue to 
rise faster than inflation, it is 
more important than ever that we 
take every opportunity to expand 
housing options. I want to thank 
Governor Spitzer for his leadership 
on developing low-cost housing 
for our senior community. Since 
taking office I have been working 
with the Governor and his staff 
to draw attention to the critical 
need for affordable housing. With 
this investment, HFA is making 
good on his commitment to 
significantly increase housing in 
a smart, well-planned manner.” 
   The rental housing is being 
developed by MacQuesten 
Development, LLC and will be 
owned by an affiliate, Highland 

NYS Housing Finance Agency Helps 
Fund Low- and Moderate-Income 

Housing for Seniors in Yonkers 
HFA Issues $10.37 Million in Bonds for  

Highland Avenue Development

Senior Residence, LLC. 
   “Highland Avenue Senior 
Apartments is a very important 
development for Yonkers,” said 
Rella Fogliano, President of 
MacQuesten Development, LLC. 
“It will offer seniors the opportunity 
to live in a wonderful location near 
the waterfront with many amenities 
geared to their needs. We were 
also delighted to work with the 
Housing Finance Agency, which 
provided us with crucial support to 
make this development a reality.” 
   Seventeen of the Highland 
Avenue units will be set aside for 
households in which at least one 
member is 55 years or older and with 
annual incomes of up to $38,600 
(50% of the area median income 
for Westchester County). Another 
seventy units will be set aside for 
households in which at least one 
member is 55 years or older and with 
annual incomes of up to $46,320 
(60% of the AMI for Westchester 
County). One apartment will be 
for the building superintendent. 
   The development will include such 
amenities as a laundry facility, a 
community room, 44 on-site parking 
spaces and “careguard” monitors in 
every apartment so seniors will be 
able to contact a hospital or loved 
one in case of emergency. The 
development is also located close 

to bus and MetroNorth 
transit facilities. 
   The total cost of the 
development is nearly 
$21.4 million. In 
addition to HFA, other 
funding sources include 
approximately $8.5 
million in low income tax 
credits, an HFA Subsidy 
Loan of $2.2 million; 
and a $2.2 million 
loan from the NYS 
Division of Housing and 

Community Renewal’s Home 
for Working Families Program. 
   Deborah VanAmerongen, 
Commissioner of the NYS Division 
of Housing and Community 
Renewal, said, “Coordinating 
our efforts and pooling resources 
with HFA and other agencies 
helps us achieve our common 
goal-preserving and creating 
affordable housing for all New 
Yorkers. We’re very pleased to 
play a role in the development of 
Highland Avenue Senior Housing.” 
   In addition, the Yonkers 
Industrial Development Agency 
(YIDA) has entered into a PILOT 
agreement, which provides 
real estate tax abatements. 
   The Bank of America, N.A. is 
providing a Letter of Credit (LoC) 
during construction. The State of New 
York Mortgage Agency will provide 
permanent credit enhancement. 
   The underwriter was First Albany 
Capital Inc. The bond counsel was 
Holland & Knight.

 
New York State Housing Finance 
Agency (HFA) was created as a 

public benefit corporation in 1960 
to finance low-income housing by 
raising funds through the issuance 
of housing revenue bonds and by 

making mortgage loans to eligible 
borrowers.

YONKERS, NY -- To meet the 
growing demand for extended stay 
executive residences for businesses, 
Collins Enterprises is now offering 
corporate suites at its Hudson Park 
riverfront luxury rental apartments 
on the Yonkers waterfront. 
   The fully furnished apartments 
rent from $2950 to $3200 per month 
for a one-bedroom unit to $3450 to 
$3900 for a two-bedroom apartment. 
The monthly rent includes bathroom 
and bedroom accessories as well 
as all utilities. Each apartment has 
its own washer/dryer microwave, 
icemaker/refrigerator, dishwater 
and disposal. The corporate suite 
rental includes one parking space, 
when available.
   Collins recently signed 19 corporate 
leases with APX Alarm Company, 
a national security company based 
in Provo, Utah. The furnished 
apartments will be occupied by 
the company’s regional sales staff. 
“We absolutely love it here. The 
spectacular waterfront views, easy 
access to Manhattan and excellent 
amenities make Hudson Park an 
ideal choice for our employees who 
are doing business in the New York 
Metro area,” said Ryan Beckman, 
an Operations Manager for APX 
Alarm Company. 
   Hudson Park South is a riverfront 
rental community featuring 266 
luxury rental apartments with 
spectacular views and easy access 
to Manhattan. Hudson Park also 
includes 15,500 square feet of 
retail, restaurants and professional 
office space. Completed in 2003, 
Hudson Park South is the first phase 
of a two-phase development.  
   Hudson Park North, which is 
under construction, will feature 294 
one- and two-bedroom apartments 
in two towers of 14 and 12 stories 
connected by a four-story building. 
Hudson Park North, which is 
scheduled for completion in 
December 2008, is located on two 
parcels just north of Hudson Park 
South.  
   “The market for extended stay 

Hudson Park Luxury Riverfront Apartments 
Offering Extended Stay Suites for Businesses  

Security Company Signs Lease for 19 Corporate Suites

corporate suites is growing rapidly 
in the New York metro area. 
Hudson Park is ideally positioned 
to offer the kind of first-class 
accommodations and services that 
area businesses demand for their 
employees,” said Rona Siegel, Vice 
President of Operations for Collins 
Properties. Amenities at Hudson 
Park include a health and fitness 
center, concierge, community 
rooms, and a business center. A two-
acre public riverfront esplanade is 
being built by Collins as part of the 
Hudson Park development.  
   Ms. Siegel noted that although 
Hudson Park South is 99 percent 
leased, there is a certain number of 
apartments that become available 
as leases expire. “We’re offering 
businesses the perfect turn-key 
solution to the problem of finding 
high quality corporate housing that 
is easily accessible to Manhattan,” 
she said.  
   Hudson Park, which is a 20-
minute commute to Manhattan, is 
conveniently located next to the 
Metro North Railroad and has its 

own entrance to the newly renovated 
train station. Wall Street is a 45-
minute commute via the recently 
launched water taxi service leaving 
the Yonkers City Pier located next 
to Hudson Park. Residents of 
Hudson Park also enjoy fine dining 
at the growing number of gourmet 
restaurants in the neighborhood, 
most notably Peter Kelly’s X2O 
Restaurant, which opened earlier 
this month at the Yonkers City Pier. 
   Hudson Park is owned and 
managed by Collins Enterprises, 
a third-generation, private real 
estate company, which owns and 
operates 1.3 million square feet of 
multifamily and commercial office 
buildings from Virginia to New 
York. Headquartered in Stamford, 
Connecticut, Collins Enterprises is 
nationally recognized for building 
unique redevelopment projects, 
often in strategic locations, such 
as urban waterfronts, reemerging 
downtowns and brownfield sites. 

Yonkers Schools’ CSEA Members and 
Family Picnic at Tibbetts Brook Park

YONKERS, NY – Over 600 people participated in the Yonkers Schools’ CSEA picnic June 16th at Tibbetts Brook 
Park.  Limitied to members only, members and family members had a lot of fun.Activities included games for the 
children, athletic events for children and adults; face painting for the kids, raffles for prizes, music, enjoying the 
beautiful weather, and lots and lots of food. It was a lot of people spread out through one third of the park. All 

had a great time!

HARRISON, NY -- 
Hundreds of teachers, 
union members, and 
community residents 
met in front of Harrison 
Ave. School at 7:00 P.M. 
on Wednesday night to 
show their support for the 
Harrison Association of 
Teachers, AFT #2713 in 
their quest for a contract. 
Harrison teachers have 
worked for almost a 
year under a contract that 
expired last June. 
   Teachers from all over Westchester 
and Putnam County as well as other 
union members representing many 
of the diverse locals  of the AFL-CIO 
were on hand to lend their support.  
Speaker after speaker called upon 
the Harrison Board of Education 
to treat the teachers with respect 
and come to a fair and equitable 
contract with them. All avowed to 
stand behind the teachers as long as 

Hundreds Support Harrison Teachers

it took to get a contract. Alan Lubin, 
Executive Vice President of the 
585,000 member New York State 
United Teachers came down from 
Albany to pledge their support. 
   After the rally, participants 
marched to the Louis M. Klein 
Middle School to attend the Board 
of Education meeting. A forty-five 
minute period was allocated for 
the public to speak at the meeting 
and only Harrison staff, students of 
residents were allowed to address 

the board. Karen Magee, 
President of the Harrison 
Association of Teachers 
spoke about the dedication 
of Harrison Teachers, the 
quality of their teaching, 
their patience during 
the long year without 
a contract, and their 
community service. She 
called upon the Board 
of Education to attend 
negotiating sessions and 

become active participants 
in the process. The Board was also 
addressed by students, a former 
Board of Education member and 
other Harrison residents who 
praised the quality of the Harrison 
teachers and called upon the 
Board of Education members to 
become personally involved in the 
settlement of the contract and to 
treat the teachers with respect.

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- Members 

of New Rochelle’s PTA Council 

for 2007-2008 were inducted by 

Superintendent of Schools Richard 

Organisciak at the group’s Annual 

Dinner held June 18th at Hunan 

Ritz restaurant in New Rochelle. 

In addition to Mr. Organisciak, 

Assistant Superintendents Jeff 

Korostoff, Diane Massimo, Thomas 

J. Ryan, and Fred Smith attended the 

dinner, as did a number of School 

District Administrators, including 

Director of Special and Alternative 

Education Yvette Goorevitch, 

Special Education Supervisor, 

and Coordinator Gloria Strauss, 

and Public Information Officer 

Maggie MacNichol-Skau.. Also 

in attendance were School Board 

members David Lacher, Chrisanne 

Petrone, Deirdre Polow  and Sara 

Richmond, along with the Principals 

and Assistant Principals of most of 

the schools.

   PTA Council Co-Presidents Linda 

Fosina and Mary Jo Jacobs recalled 

PTA Council’s accomplishments of 

the past year, including a series of 

lectures by distinguished members 

of the press sponsored by PTA 

Council’s Journalism Committee, 

and the creation of “BID Family 

Saturdays”, the result of a 

partnership with the New Rochelle 

Business Improvement District and 

the New Rochelle Public Library. 

They noted that more than 400 

parents and children attended the 

recent “Dinner and Movie” event 

in downtown New Rochelle, which 

featured a free showing of the 

film Curious George in the park 

at Library Green. Over the past 

year PTA Council also worked 

with the Office for the Aging to 

create an intergenerational event, 

the Appleseed Arcade; observed 

National Breast Cancer Awareness 

Month in October with a “Bosom 

Buddies” event at Sound Shore 

Medical Center, where participants 

were treated to massages, yoga, 

and a breast health Q and A as 

well as free mammograms; and 

worked with the School District for 

healthier food choices.

   PTA (Parent Teacher Association) 

is a national organization whose 

motto is “Every Child, One 

Voice.” On a state level, the New 

York State PTA recognizes that 

every child deserves excellence 

in education and in quality of life. 

In New Rochelle the PTA Council 

consists of the Presidents of each 

of the eleven PTA units plus a 

representative of each PTA. The 

group meets monthly to coordinate 

efforts between the schools to 

support children and education in 

the City of New Rochelle, serving 

the city’s 11,000 children and the 

PTA’s diverse membership through 

increased parent and community 

awareness, advocacy, education 

and involvement. 

   The PTA Council’s Executive 

Board for 2007-2008 includes Co-

Presidents Linda Fosina and Mary 

Jo Jacobs, Executive Vice President 

Valerie Orellana, Treasurer Betsy 

Fosina and Secretary DebbieMorris. 

Committee Chairs for 2007-

2008  include:  Charitable Services, 

Joyce Goldklang;  Conflict 

Resolution,  Marjorie Sachs and 

Dorothy Larkin; Hospitality/

Community Outreach,  Maria 

Torres-Korn;  Diversity, Wendy 

Rose Sanchez;   Public Relations,  

Theresa Kump Leghorn;  and Board 

of Education Representative Emery 

Schweig.

Representing their schools at the 

Annual Dinner were: 

   Albert Leonard Middle School 

Principal Bill Evans and Assistant 

Principal Dr. Velma Whiteside, 

with outgoing PTA Co-President 

Sue Weisman and incoming Co-

Presidents Birgitte Stoerger and 

Linda Manley; Barnard School 

outgoing PTA President Leah 

Sills; Columbus School Principal 

Dr. Yigal Joseph and Assistant 

Principal Sonia Nunez with PTA  

Co-Presidents  Suyen Taylor and 

Ana Martinez;   Davis School 

Principal William Harrell and 

Assistant Principal Paula Cohen 

with outoing PTA President Jayne 

Peister and incoming Co-Presidents 

Carolyn Fay and Bernadette 

Weaver; Isaac E. Young Middle 

School Principal Anthony Bongo 

with outgoing PTA Co-President 

Roland  Korn; Jefferson School 

Principal Cynthia Slotkin and 

Assistant Principal Susan Yom with  

PTA Co-Presidents Ali Terry and 

Miriam Morgado; New Rochelle 

High School Principal Don Conetta 

with outgoing PTA Co-Presidents 

Mary Gurin and Cindy Kahn and 

incoming Co-Presidenrs Lisa 

Dorman and Emery Schweig; 

SEPTA Outgoing SEPTA President 

Therese Saunders, incoming 

SEPTA President Christine Byrnes 

and SEPTA President-elect Cyndi 

Carew;   Trinity School  outgoing 

PTA President Lily DeLeo;  Ward 

School Principal Ken Regan, 

Assistant Principal  John Fogliano 

and Administrative Assistant 

Cynthia Barr-Pfeffer with PTA Co-

Presidents Alex Bisaria and Debbie 

New Rochelle PTA Council Holds Annual Dinner 
 Superintendent Richard Organisciak Installs New PTA Leaders

New Rochelle High School 

Principal Donald Conetta with 

incoming PTA Co-President  

Lisa Dorman.

PTA Council Co-Presidents Linda 

Fosina (L) and Mary Jo Jacobs 

celebrated a successful year at the 

group’s Annual Dinner, held at the 

Hunan Ritz restaurant.

Emery Schweig (L), incoming 

President of the New Rochelle 

High School PTA, with PTA 

Council Co-President Lindsa 

Fosina and Superintendent Richard 

Organisciak.

School Board member David 

Lacher with PTA Council Vice 

President Valerie Orellana at the 

PTA Council’s Annual Dinner. 

Orellana organized the event.

Morris, Daniel Webster School  PTA 

Co-President Angela Stenroos. 
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Westchester Residents 
Graduate as Valedictorian and 

Salutatorian from  
St. Barnabas High School

St. Barnabas High School’s commencement exercises took place on 
Saturday, June 2, 2007.  Top honors went to two Westchester residents.  
Allison Traynor, daughter of long-time Yonkers residents Tommy and 

Kathleen Traynor, was the valedictorian for the class of 2007.  Another 
Yonkers resident, Lorraine Feldmeth, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence 

Feldmeth, was the 2007 salutatorian.  Allison is attending Fairfield 
University in September, and Lorraine is enrolled in the  

Lehman College Scholars Program.

BALL, GERTRUDE 
06-22-2007

 
Gertrude E. Ball, 87, of Pawling, 
NY, formerly of Yonkers, passed 
away on June 19, 2007. She was 
born on January 16, 1920 in 
Yonkers to Eugene A. and Anna 
Flynn Buckley. Gertrude graduated 
from Sacred Heart High School in 
Yonkers and the Woods Secretary 
School in N.Y., NY. She married 
her loving husband Leslie Ball 
(Founder of the Ball Funeral Home 
in Yonkers) on June 9, 1945 at 
Sacred Heart Church in Yonkers. He 
predeceased her on December 18, 
2005. Gertrude lived in Yonkers for 
most of her life retiring to Pawling, 
NY in 1983. She was an Executive 
Assistant for the Cleveland Tracker 
Company in New York, NY for 14 
years, the Singer Company for two 
years, and the Park Agency in New 
York City for 30 years, retiring in 
1983. She was a member of Sacred 
Heart Church in Yonkers and St. 
John’s Church in Pawling. Gertrude 
was a member of the Jr. Assembly of 
Yonkers, the CYO and Post Office 
Bowling Leagues, the Quaker Hill 
Country Club, Quaker Hill Civic 
Association and the Historical 
Society of Quaker Hill and Pawling 
of which she was a past treasurer 
and the Gardening Club of Pawling. 
Besides her husband, Gertrude is 
predeceased by her brothers and 
sisters Mary (Mae) Dunne, Irene 
Buckley, Eugene A. Buckley Jr., and 
Albert J. Buckley. She is survived 
by numerous nieces and nephews, 
grand nieces and nephews, great 
grand nieces and nephews. A mass 
of Christian Burial was celebrated 
for Gertrude on Friday June 22, 
2007  at Sacred Heart Church in 
Yonkers. Interment followed at St. 
Joseph’s Cemetery in Yonkers.  In 
lieu of flowers donations may be 
made in Gertrude’s memory to the 
Special Olympics 1133 19th Street, 
NW, 12th Floor, Washington, 
DC 20036-3460. Whalen & Ball 
Funeral Home 168 Park Avenue 
Yonkers (914) 965-5488. www.
whalenandballfh.com.

BELL, HELEN 
RITA - 06-21-2007 

Helen Rita Bell, a lifelong Yonkers 
resident, passed away on June 
19, 2007 at the Sarah Neuman 
Nursing Home in Mamaroneck, 
NY. She was born June 23, 1917 
in Yonkers to Leonard and Mary 
(Siler) Nickerson. Helen worked 
as a Nursing Coordinator for the 
Jewish Home for the Aged for many 
years and for Carvel in Yonkers for 
20 years. She is predeceased by 
her brothers and sisters, Donald, 
Margaret, Dorothy, Harold and 
Bart Nickerson. Helen is survived 
by her loving children, Alfred Bell 
and his wife, Debbie of Ocean 
Beach, NJ, Thomas Bell and his 
wife, Diane of New Canaan, CT; 
her cherished six grandchildren, 
Christine, Keith, Tommy, Allison, 
Melissa, Lauren Bell and adored 
six great-grandchildren. A Mass of 
Christian Burial was celebrated for 
Helen June 23, at St. Denis Church 
in Yonkers; interment followed at 
St. Joseph’s Cemetery in Yonkers. 
WHALEN and BALL F.H. 168 
Park Ave., Yonkers (914)965-5488. 
www.whalenandballfh.com.

COSTA, ANTHONY- 
0 6 - 2 2 - 2 0 0 7 
Anthony Costa, 68, (former Auto 
Parts Driver for Smith Cairns 
Ford in Yonkers), of Yonkers, died 
on Wednesday, June 20, 2007. 
Survivors include his wife, Maureen 
Costa (nee Silinsky) of Yonkers; 
his mother, Irene (nee Kopeck) 
Gagliardi; one son, Anthony Costa 
of Brewster, NY; one daughter, 
Donna Dosin of Hastings on 
Hudson and one sister, Jacqueline 
Gambro of Brewster, NY. He is also 
survived by his three grandchildren, 
Jennifer, Katie and Richie. He was 
predeceased by a son, Michael 
Costa. Mass of Christian Burial 
will be celebrated in Christ The 
King Church on Saturday, June 23, 
at 10 am. Final interment is private. 
WHALEN & BALL F.H. 168 Park 
Ave., Yonkers (914)965-4488. 
www.whalenandballfh.com.

GRILLI, FRANCES 
M. - 06-17-2007  
Frances M. Grilli (Nee Morita), a 
longtime Yonkers resident, died 
on Thursday, June 14, 2007 at her 

residence. She was 80 years old. 
She was born on April 23, 1927 to 
Frank and Frances Hoffman Morita 
in the Bronx, NY where she was 
raised and educated. Mrs. Grilli was 
an Administrative Assistant for the 
Arthur A. Herman, Esquire, Law 
Firm in Mt. Vernon for over 30 years 
until her retirement in 1997. Mrs. 
Grilli was a longtime parishioner of 
St. Anthony’s Church in Yonkers. 
She enjoyed painting with water 
colors. Her family said, “she lived 
for her children and grandchildren.” 
Survivors include one son, Stephen 
Grilli and his wife Lucy of Bowling 
Green, KY, one daughter, Marie 
O’Mara and her husband, John of 
Yorktown Heights, and two sisters, 
Ruth Steely of Poughquag, NY and 
Viola Stefanacci of Schenectady, 
NY. She is also survived by seven 
grandchildren, Danielle, Jennifer, 
Meghan, Lillian, Lucia, Michael 
and Paul, one great granddaughter, 
Kiley and her longtime friend 
and companion, Arthur Herman. 
She was predeceased by one son, 
Frank Grilli (Yonkers F.D.), one 
brother, Rudy and three sisters, 
Anna, Gerti and Mary. Mass of 
Christian Burial was celebrated in 
St. Anthony’s Church. Interment 
followed at St. Joseph’s Cemetery. 
Contribution in memory of Frances 
and her son Frank may be made 
to the Memorial Sloan-Kettering 
Hospital, 1275 York Ave., NY, NY 
10021. WHALEN & BALL F.H. 
168 Park Ave., Yonkers (914) 965-
5488. www.whalenandballfh.
com.

KOTASH, JEANETE 
(NEE OAKLEY) 
- 06-20-2007  
Jeanette Kotash (nee Oakley) died 
on Monday, June 18, 2007 at age 
81. Born on March 29, 1926 to 
Harold and Martha (Carson) Oakley 
in Yonkers, where she was educated 
and attended local schools. In 1946, 
she married Karl Kotash in Holy 
Rosary Church; he died in 1989. 
Mrs. Kotash is survived by her 
five children, Rudolph of Virginia; 
Karl of Hopewell Junction; Brian 
of Peekskill; Marguerite of Mt. 
Vernon and Martha Wargocki of 
Pennsylvania. She is also survived 
by 16 grandchildren and 11 great-

grandchildren and her twin brother, 
Harold Oakley of Washington. She 
was predeceased by her brother, 
John Oakley. Interment was held at  
St. Joseph’s Cemetery. WHALEN 
and BALL F.H. 168 Park Ave., 
Yonkers (914)965-5488. www.
whalenandballfh.com.

M A G R A T T E N , 
LEO D. - 06-22-2007 
Leo D. Magratten, a lifelong Yonkers 
resident, died on Wednesday, June 
20, 2007, at St. John’s Riverside 
Hospital. He was 78 years old. He 
was born on September 1, 1928 to 
Leo and Alice O’Brien Magratten 
in Yonkers where he was raised 
and educated, graduating from 
Gorton High School, where he 
played football. He also graduated 
from The State University of 
New York at Delhi where he 
received his degree in Building 
Construction. Mr. Magratten was 
a Project Manager for the Robert 
Martin Construction Company in 
White Plains for 25 years until his 
retirement in 1991. Mr. Magratten 
served his country proudly during 
the Korean War. He was a Sergeant 
1st Class serving from 1950 to 1952 
and was stationed in Italy. He was a 
parishioner of St. Anthony’s Church 
in Yonkers. He was an avid gardener 
and a frequent traveler. He traveled 
to all 50 states in the course of his 
traveling. On February 27, 1954 
he married Beverly Shepsky in St. 
Bartholomew’s Church in Yonkers. 
Mrs. Magratten survives and lives 
in Yonkers. In addition to his wife, 
he is survived by two daughters, 
Kim Cahill and her husband John 
of Yonkers and Linda Callahan and 
her husband Glenn of Bronxville, 
and one brother, Gregory Magratten 
of Florida. He is also survived by 
his five grandchildren, Jennifer, 
John, Meghan, Erin and James. He 
was predeceased by a son, Daniel 
Magratten and his stepmother, 
Elizabeth (nee Wright) Magratten. 
Mass of Christian Burial was 
celebrated in St. Anthony’s Church. 
Interment followed at St. Mary’s 
Cemetery. WHALEN & BALL F.H. 
168 Park Ave., Yonkers (914) 965-
5488. www.whalenandballfh.com.

M A S T E R S O N , 
CAROLINE L. (NEE 
HERZING) - 06-20-2007  
Caroline L. Masterson (nee 
Herzing) died on Monday, June 18, 
2007 at age 92. Born April 2, 1915 
to Andrew and Barbara (Goetz) 
Herzing in the Bronx, where she 
went to school and graduated 
from St. John’s Hospital School 
of Nursing in Long Island City. 
She worked as a Registered Nurse 
at Mt. Vernon Hospital, Fordham 
Hospital, Queens General and St. 
John’s (L.I.). On May 20, 1943, she 
married Charles H. Masterson in 
St. Anthony’s Church in the Bronx, 
he died in 1993. Mrs. Masterson is 
survived by two daughters, Carol 
(Joseph) Vicino of Yonkers and 
Barbara (Roy) Mockel of Yorktown. 
She is also survived by her four 
grandchildren, Karen, Robert, 
Patricia and Laura and three great-
grandchildren, Megan, Joseph and 
Carly and her brother, Lawrence 
Herzing and was predeceased by 
Michael, John and Elsie. Interment 
at Kensico Cemetery. WHALEN 
and BALLF.H. 168 Park Ave., 
Yonkers (914)965-5488. www.
whalenandballfh.com.

S T E P O N O V I C , 
PULKARYA (NEE 
POSIC) - 06-20-2007
Pulkarya Steponovic (nee Posic) 
died Sunday, June 17, 2007 at 
age 96. Born on April 10, 1911 in 
Lithunia. She was predeceased 
by her husband, Dominic and her 
daughter, Valeria Lacek, who died in 
1995. Mrs. Steponovic is survived 
by two grandchildren, Brian 
(Karina) Lacek of Scarsdale and 
Karen (Garrett) Twig of Virginia and 
two great-grandchildren, Alexandra 
and Elizabeth. Mass of Christian 
Burial in Sacred Heart Church.  
Interment at St. Joseph’s Cemetery. 
WHALEN and BALL F.H. 168 
Park Ave., Yonkers (914)965-5488. 
www.whalenandballfh.com.

VOTTA, ALEXANDER 
GILLESPIE  - 06-15-
2007 

Alexander Gillespie Votta passed 
away June 12th at Gurwin Geriatric 
Center of natural causes. Mr. Votta 
was born May 11, 1917 in Glasgow, 
Scotland to Joseph Votta and Mary 
Gillespie. A celebration of his 
90th birthday took place recently 
with grandchildren visiting him 
from all over the country. He was 
predeceased by a sister, Raphael 
and a brother, Edward. Alexander 
worked thirty four years as a 
draftsman for the Anaconda Wire 
& Cable Company located at one 
time in Hastings-on-Hudson. A 
multi-talented man, Mr. Votta was 
an artist, musician and a writer. He 
was the band leader for the Club 
Harmony Orchestra, a twenty-four 
piece band that played regularly at 
the Polish Community Center. One 
of the thrills in his life, was when 
Gene Krupa played his drums at a 
wedding and when Ella Fitzgerald 
sang a song at an affair. Later years, 
he played at the Old Rock House, 
located in Hastings. Mr. Votta 
was married to Anne Sutor for 
sixty years. She predeceased him 
in 1999. Survivors include sons, 
Alexander, Alan; daughters, Anne 
Mateer and Adrienne Hochberg, ten 
grandchildren and thirteen great-
grandchildren. Interment, Oakland 
Cemetery. WHALEN & BALL F.H. 
168 Park Ave., Yonkers (914)965-
5488. www.whalenandballfh.com.

WILSON, DANIEL 
PATRICK - 06-20-2007
Daniel Patrick Wilson of Yonkers 
died on Sunday, June 17, 2007 
at age 43. Beloved son of Nancy 
(Kiely) and the late John A. Wilson. 
Devoted brother to Timothy of 
Yonkers, Michael (Susanne) of 
Mt. Kisco and Sheila Wilson of 
Yonkers. He is also survived by 
his nieces and nephews, Amanda, 
Daniel, Kelly and Brian. Mass 
of Christian Burial was held in 
Christ the King Church. Interment, 
Kensico Cemetery. WHALEN and 
BALL FUNERAL HOME 168 
Park Ave, Yonkers (914) 965-5488. 
www.whalenandballfh.com.

cosmopolitan city with great energy 
and style.   
Czech Airlines – Strange but True
   I recently decided to discover for 
myself why Prague is called “the 
little Paris of the East”.  I found a 
city alive with music and culture, 
breath-taking views, café-lined 
squares, and a multitude of fabulous 
museums. But more about that later.  
I’m getting ahead of myself.  First, 
you’ve got to get to Prague, and the 
Czech Republic’s national airline is 
a wise choice, being the only carrier 
with non-stop daily flights from 
JFK to Prague.  Now, here’s the 
strange thing about Czech Airlines: 
they get you there on time.  No, let 
me amend that: they get you there 
ahead of time.  My flight landed 
forty minutes ahead of schedule and 
on the return trip, we landed a full 
hour before our scheduled arrival.  
In light of the many problems 
airlines are fraught with today, this 
“ahead of time” business is strange. 
And kind of wonderful!  Coupled 
with fine service, friendliness and 
professionalism, it all adds up to a 
very pleasant and comfortable trip.  
 A Neighborhood Inspired by 
Wine
   Vinohrady, which means 
vineyard, is a quiet, residential 
section of Prague, a mere 15 minute 
walk fromWenceslas Square, the 
heart of town, and yet light years 
removed from the crush of tourists.  
Here I discovered a true Prague 
neighborhood.  Mom pushing 
babies in prams, lovers walking 
hand in hand down tree-lined lanes, 
and everyone, it seems, walking a 
dog.  Luckily I also discovered a 
distinctive Belle Epoque five-star 
hotel, Le Palais.  This hotel offers 
guests all the amenities of a deluxe 
property and, after taking a brief 
tour of it, I decided this is where 
I’d make my home for the next few 
days.   
   One evening, after a day of serious 
sight-seeing, I checked out Le 
Palais’ well-appointed spa/health 
club.  Tired as I was, I couldn’t resist 
trying out all the shiny, impressive 
exercise equipment.  After that: 
heaven.  I visited their really 
steamy steam room.  In the process, 
hopefully I lost a few of the pounds 
I put on earlier with my spectacular 
lunch at the Intercontinental’s Zlata 
Praha restaurant, offering superb 
food and a view that just won’t 
quit!  Then a hot, hot, hot sauna 
where I was able to truly unwind.  
Finally, the piece de resistance and 
something unique to this hotel: an 
aromatherapy shower.  Don’t ask; 
you’ve just got to experience it for 

yourself, but suffice it to say, it’s 
a great way to end the day.  After 
my soothing bout with steam room 
and sauna, I was ready to pack it in, 
so off to my room to curl up under 
silky sheets and a down comforter.  
However, if you’re one of the many 
sleep-challenged among us, you’ll 
be delighted to know that Le Palais 
has room service and a cozy bar and 
library open 24 hours a day! 
   Now, let’s go discover! 
The Five Towns
   Prague is a virtual jewel, barely 
damaged by World War II.  Settled 
by the Celts in 500 BC, it is made 
up of five towns: The Old Town, the 
Jewish Quarter, the Little Quarter, 
the New Town and Hradcany, the 
village around Prague Castle on the 
hill above the Little Quarter. 
   When one sees photos of the 
city, invariably in the background 
there’s Prague Castle.  It seems to 
dominate every image.  So, visiting 
the castle was numero uno on my 
list of things to do.  It’s a long 
trek up the hill to this site, but oh 
so worth it.  Originally the castle 
was the seat of Czech nobility and 
royalty. It is a monumental complex 
consisting of a palace, church, 
monastery and garden, all built 
in different styles.  There’s a new 
boutique hotel up on the hill, the 
Crown Plaza, some small sidewalk 
cafes and several fine restaurants. 
On the day I visited Crown Plaza, 
they were hosting the Czech soccer 
team. In addition to experiencing 
the elegance of this property, the 
buff, cute team members provided 
a cool distraction. 
A Most Excellent View
   I had a once in a lifetime dining 
experience: dinner at Allegro, the 
restaurant in the Four Seasons Hotel.  
I was given the choice of dining 
inside or on the terrace overlooking 
the Charles Bridge and the Vltava 
River.  Not a difficult choice.  It 
was a balmy spring evening, the 
setting sun cast a golden glow over 
the city, and I could barely tear 
myself away from the view to scan 
the menu.  Luckily I did and had 
one of the most memorable dinners 
ever.  For starters, a delightful 
lobster timbale with asparagus and 
black truffle dressing, followed by 
asparagus lasagna with taleggio 
cheese fondue, (asparagus is in 
season right now) and for dessert, 
strawberry-lemon cheese cake.  The 
creator of this heaven-sent repast: 
Chef Vito Molica.  Long may he 
reign over this kitchen! 
   In case you’re wondering, yes I 
did, from time to time, leave the 
table to stand at the terrace’s rail 
and gaze at the beautiful Charles 

Bridge.  It spans the Vltava River 
and joins Prague’s Old Town (Stare 
Mesto) with the Little or Lesser 
Quarter (Mala Strana).  Take a 
stroll across it.  You’ll enjoy the 
sandstone sculptures, black with 
age, that adorn both sides.  This is 
the oldest of Prague’s bridges, built 
in 1357 by Charles IV.  It was from 
this 
very bridge that St. John Nepomuk 
was thrown to his watery death 
in the 14th century by order of 
King Wenceslas IV for refusing to 
divulge what the queen had told 
him in confession.   The legend 
claims that as John drowned, five 
stars appeared on the water, and 
these five stars have become the 
symbol of the town’s patron saint.   
Everything Old Is New Again
   The roots of the Jewish Town 
reach down to the Middle-Ages, 
and happily the original network of 
streets is preserved.  In addition to 
the Old–New Synagogue (from the 
13th Century), the Jewish Town Hall 
and most of the legendary Jewish 
Cemetery have been preserved.  The 
cemetery was founded in 1478, and 
the area was quite limited.  Thus, 
for lack of space, the graves had to 
be made in several layers – there are 
areas with up to twelve layers and 
more than 100,000 souls are buried 
here.  The Old-New Synagogue is 
the oldest synagogue in Europe still 
in use.  It was completed in 1270 
and has endured much – from fires 
to pogroms.  
   Walking through Prague is like 
walking through a textbook of 
European architecture dating back 
from the 10th Century to….The 
Dancing House!
   Gazing up at this new building 
(Tancici dum in Czech), I feel a 
touch of vertigo.  It is wavy, round 
in some places, flat in others, and 
undulating all over.  The Dancing 
House is the work of renowned 
architect Frank Gehry and it is a 
joyous piece of architecture.  Kind 
of makes you feel like dancing! 
   The Old Town Square 
(Staromestske namesti) is the central 
meeting point for all of Prague’s 
tourists.  Young, old and everything 
in between, you’ll see it all here.  
I stand in the center of the square 
and slowly turn around, admiring 
all the glorious, historic buildings 
that circle it.  St. Nicholas Church 
dominates the square, a great 
example of both Gothic and Rococo 
styles.  The buildings’ facades are 
pastel, ice cream colored, and
sidewalk cafes abound.  Gelato 
anyone? 
   In this square, if you see a maze 
of people standing together, staring 

up at a tower, you’ll know you’ve 
found the medieval Astronomical 
Clock which dates from 1410.  In 
the 17th Century, moving statues 
were added as well as figures of 
the Apostles.  The figures are set 
in motion on the hour, each figure 
representing the four things which 
are despised.  Starting with death, 
represented by a skeleton, then 
vanity, a figure holding a mirror, 
there are two more figures which are 
just too politically incorrect to even 
mention.  You can think back over 
history and use your imagination.  
Anyway, though viewing the 
Astronomical Clock may not be 
your cup of tea, watching these 
four little figures do their thing each 
hour is very popular in Prague.  I 
prefer people-watching myself and 
I have a ring-side seat as I enjoy 
my pistachio gelato at one of the 
square’s sidewalk cafes. 
Before I return to my hotel, I take 
a walk through Wenceslas Square.  
Founded in the 14th century initially 
as a horse market, today it is home 
to elegant restaurants, cafes and 
shops selling world-renowned 
Bohemian  crystal. So, from a 
humble beginning selling horses, 
Wenceslas Square is now called 
Prague’s Champs Elysee.   
Do You Believe in Magic?
   Take a walk through this city’s 
winding streets at dusk.  It’s not 
hard to believe you’ve stepped back 
in time and around the next corner 
you may just meet someone famous 
from Prague’s past.  Isn’t that Franz 
Kafka, deep in thought, sitting on 
a bench under the chestnut tree?  
Oh wait, here’s Mozart, out for a 
stroll with some musician friends. 
Past and present merge. But back 
to reality.  It’s just I and my friends 
enjoying a typical Prague evening.  
And yes, it’s magic. 
If You Go:
Czech Tourism, www.CzechTourism.
com/USA, Tel: 212-288-0830
Czech Airlines, www.usa.
czechairlines.com, Tel: 800-223-
2365
Le Palais Hotel, www.palaishotel.
cz, Tel: 420- 234 634 111
Four Seasons Hotel, www.
fourseasons.com/prague, Tel: 420-
221 427 000
InterContinental Hotel, www.
ichotelsgroup.com, Tel: 420- 296 
631 111
Mandarin Oriental Hotel, www.
mandarinoriental.com, Tel: 420-
233-088-888
Radisson Alcron Hotel, www.
prague.radissonsas.com, Tel: 420-
222-820-000
Crown Plaza, www.CrownPlaza.
com, Tel: 800-315-2621 

Czeching Out Prague 
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   Being a Westchester resident, a 
former crime reporter, and a fan of 
Poe, lent itself to Alcott’s creation 
of Grim Legion. Having lived in 
Brooklyn, Kingston, and currently 
an Ossining resident, Alcott has 
managed to capture a vivid depiction 
of what life may have been like 
during Poe’s time at the West Point 
Academy and Westchester County’s 
surrounding locales. You may 
even find yourself reading about a 
place you’ve already visited, not 
realizing that the famed Poe may 
have also journeyed there as well. 
   I mentioned to Alcott that this 
might be a good selection for teen-
agers to read and he admitted he had 

thought of that as a way to get them 
interested in history and possibly 
of Edgar Allan Poe, a writer 
they will probably study in high 
school. The writing style would 
be straightforwardly understood 
while offering a sampling of 
the vernacular of the period. 
   Though not the size of W.E.B. 
Griffin’s latest offering, it is as 
equally intriguing and warrants a 
place on your summer reading list. 
If your summer’s plans include the 
latest blockbuster, or a poolside 
vacation, bring a copy of Grim 
Legion with you. This interesting 
and imaginative trip back in 
time will be the other big splash 
blockbuster of your summer.

Grim Legion 
A Westchester Blockbuster
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44 Franklin Ave  •  Pearl River, NY  •  845-735-7900

NANUET    $529,900
Come see this 3br,2ba home fea-
tures many fine upgrades thru-out.
Prof lndscping done, lots of park-
ing, All this w/Clarkstown schools!
Dir: From Rt. 59, Middletown Rd.
No. after Rinne, lft into #317 drive-
way, house in back #313

Gail Georgetti
Assoc. Broker

SUN OPEN HOUSE 1-4 PM

JUST
LISTED!

BARDONIA              $509,000
Great Split Level 3-5br home!
Huge Fam. Rm. House exterior
just painted, new wndws, roof,
gutters, newer  flashing, C/A.
Deck overlooks beaut. yard
w/playhse, storage shed. 

SUN OPEN HOUSE 1-4 PM PEARL RIVER $679,000
Legal 2 Family, side by side
Duplex. All redone, new kit, bath,
H/W flrs, windows & siding. Live
on 1 side, rent other to help cover
your costs! Dir:Middletown Rd.
So., R-@ lite, Crooked Hill Rd., R-
Margagret Keahon Dr. #43

Rentals Nanuet 1br w/util, gorg! $1350  Nanuet, full house.$2350  Pearl River 1br w/most util.$1050 

Adriana Arlia
Lic. R/E Salesperson

Mary Screene
Lic. R/E Salesperson

JUST
LISTED!JUST

LISTED!

Orangeburg....$599,000 5BR, 3bath Split Level!  Lots of closets, C/A, hardwood floors, 2 family rooms, lots of space,
gorg. ingrnd. pool & yard. Move right in! 
Blauvelt....$565,000 Impressive 4BR, 3ba Raised Ranch on almost 1/2ac. w/2 car garage, updated baths, H/W flrs.
Possible In-Law suite w/ lrg.BR & full bath. Lovely home! 
New City....$519,000 Looking for privacy in an affordable price range? This “Sprawling Ranch” is  for you! Sits on almost
1/2ac. Features an addition which includes a 12x20 kit. Lrg. FDR, fin bsmt, 2 c gar, C/A & much more. Call for details! 

Orangeburg....$594,900 Wonderful updated 3BR. Colonial.  Gorg.park like property, perfect for family gatherings or a pool!
Features:new C/A, central heating sys. roof, electrical sys., energy eff. wndws, newer siding, make this home a great value! 
Nanuet....$224,900 “Great Alternative To Renting!” First floor 1BR, possible 2BR Condo with in-unit  washer/dryer.
Has FDR, fireplace, decorate your way & enjoy! 

West Nyack....$599,000 4BR, 3B home has the WOW factor! Master craftsmanship w.top of the line everything, A Must See! 

Valley Cottage....$239,000 Lovely 1BR unit, MBR is very spac, w/ walk in closet, Washer/Dryer in unit! 

PEARL RIVER       $699,999
Exceptional expanded 4br Col.
is move in ready! Lrg. Br’s, MBR
has Cath Ceil, skylite, WIC. Prof.
lndspng w/2 tiered custom
deck. This has all the bells &
whistles! Dir: Orangeburg Rd to
Lois to Montgomery #17 on lft.BRAND NEW

TO THE MARKET

SUN OPEN HOUSE 1-4 PM

Greg Peterkin
Owner/Broker

Mary Fitzgerald
Owner/Broker

www.PeteFitz.com for 24/7 access
“NYS Licensed Resident Appraisers on Staff”

The
Dream Team
Log onto...

YONKERS, NY -- Yonkers 
Mayor Phil Amicone is pleased to 
announce that the City’s Annual 
Senior Citizen Picnic sponsored by 
the Department of Parks, Recreation 
and Conservation is scheduled for 
Thursday, June 28, 2007 from 11:00 
A.M. to 3:00 P.M. and will be held 
rain or shine at the Redmond Field 
Pavilion on Cook Avenue. The 
popular event is admission free and 
Yonkers residents sixty years of age 

Amicone Announces City’s Annual 
Senior Picnic at Redmond Field

Free Admission, Entertainment, Food
A Fun Event for All Seniors ion Yonkers! 

or older are encouraged to attend.  
   The senior picnic is a great 
opportunity for old and new friends 
to get together, socialize, and 
enjoy a barbequed lunch. Hotdogs, 
hamburgers, and watermelon will 
be served until 1:30 P.M. and there 
will be oldies music provided by 
Music Mixer D.J. Paul Vito. 
This picnic is only open to senior 
citizens who reside in Yonkers and 
it is asked that grandchildren do not 

attend. In addition, it is recommended 
to bring along your own lawn chairs.  
   For more information on the 
Senior Picnic or other senior center 
programs and events, please contact 
Sandy Korkatzis at the Yonkers 
Department of Parks, Recreation and 
Conservation weekdays from 8:30 
A.M. to 4:30 P.M. at (914) 377-6444.  
Please click here to print a Senior 
Picnic Flyer.

YONKERS, NY -- St. John’s 
Riverside Hospital (SJRH) is 
pleased to announce that Sharon 
Wood, LPN of Yonkers has been 
selected as the St. John’s Riverside 
Hospital 2007 (first) recipient of 
the Wholeness of Life Award. This 
honor, sponsored by the HealthCare 
Chaplaincy is conferred once a year 
to a patient care professional who 
understands and treats others as 
whole persons and who respects the 
interdependence of body, mind and 
spirit in achieving optimum health.  
   Sharon Wood was chosen from 
a group of extremely well qualified 
nominees. She has been a nurse 
for 31 years and with SJRH for 
18 years. The staff as well as her 
patients recognizes Sharon as a 
thoughtful and caring individual. 
She helps make her patients as 
comfortable as possible, and always 
shows genuine interest in their lives 
and well being. The staff notes that 

Sharon Wood Selected 
‘Wholeness of LifeAward’ 

Recipient

when there is a birthday, a marriage 
or a wake, Sharon is right there, 
organizing and collecting to ensure 
no one is forgotten.  
   In November, Sharon was honored 
by the HealthCare Chaplaincy at a 
banquet at Cipriani’s, in New York 
City, along with other recipients of 
the award from other participating 
hospitals. 

DOBBS FERRY ,NY--
-  Remembering to spell F-A-S-
T  when a  stroke is suspected 
could make the difference between 
life and death.  That was one of the 
important messages imparted to 
Dobbs Ferry senior citizens in a June 
15 stroke prevention presentation 
co-sponsored by Dina Pagnotta, 
MPT, Rusk Manager of Cllinical 
Programs, and Kathy Birnbaum, 
SCNH Director of Rehabilitation, 
who spoke at the program at 
the Dobbs Ferry  senior center. 
   Using the word “FAST,” as a 
key to aide in  early  intervention 
, Ms. Pagnatto advised anyone 
who thinks  a stroke may be 
occurring to observe the face 
for  a lopsided smile, and the 
arms to see if each can be raised 
equally. Speech that  is garbled is 
another stroke indicator. Because 
promptly administered treatment 

reduces brain cell damage, time is 
critical, she stressed, noting that 
some powerful medicines are 

Spelling F-A-S-T Can Be Key to  
Stroke Intervention

effective only if administered within 
three hours of onset of symptoms.
The program also 
included information abou 
tstroke  risk  factors, prevention, 
other symptoms and making the 
most of doctor visits. The SCNH 
alliance with Rusk, a premier 
rehabilitation facility, is designed 
to enhance the Home’s Short-term 
Rehabilitation program. The collab 
oration merges the benefits of the 
Home’s geriatric expertise and 
sensitivity to older people with 
Rusk’s state of-the-art rehabilitation 
knowledge.  It provides the 
Home with access to Rusk’s 
specialized training resources and 
enhanced quality of care as SCNH 
Benchmarks quality improvement 
with the six other Network 
participants. Cabrini Center for 
Nursing and Rehabilitation is 
also a member of the Network.  

Dina Pagnotta, MPT, speaking 
to Dobbs Ferry senior citizens at 

program co-sponsored 
NYU’s Rusk Rehabilitation 

Network and  its local Network 
member, St. Cabrini Nursing Home 

(SCNH).

YONKERS, NY -- Russell Alan 
Fine was the most recent big jackpot 
winner at Empire City at Yonkers 
Raceway. The Hartsdale, NY native 
brought home a pot of $41,611 on 
Heaven Sent on June 9. 
    His reaction upon becoming a 
big winner?  He exclaimed “I’m in 
shock,” upon hitting the jackpot. 
Banjamin Jones of The Bronx 
joined Fine in cashing in. He hit 
a $30,000 jackpot on the Triple 
Lucky 7 on June 17.
   Heaven Cent and Triple Lucky 
Seven are among the 5,500 video 
gaming machines at Empire City.
Empire City at Yonkers Raceway 
opened its third phase of operation 
on March 29 when the lush gaming 
facility hosted a Grand Celebration 
to kick off the Gotham Palace, and 
launched 1,500 new video gaming 
machines, an entertainment lounge, 
and food courts.  
    The Gotham Palace additions 

Westchester and The Bronx 
Jackpot Winners…

Russell Alan Fine of Hartsdale Hits $41,611 Jackpot at Empire City at 
Yonkers Raceway; Benjamin Jones Of The Bronx Hits for $30,000

bring Empire City’s total gaming 
machines to 5,500.
     Empire City at Yonkers Raceway 
is open from 10:00 AM to 2:00 AM 
daily, seven days a week. 
    The renovated Clubhouse 

features two restaurants – the 
Empire Terrace Trackside Dining 
Room and the Lillian Russell Café, 
with a bevy of new dining facilities 
on the horizon.

 

SOMERS, NY -- Pack your favorite 
picnic supper and enjoy fine classical 
music outdoors this summer during 
the Lasdon Summer Concert Series 
featuring the Ridgefield Symphony 
Orchestra, Saturday evenings, July 
7, 14, 21 and 28, beginning at 6 
p.m., at Lasdon Park, Arboretum 
and Veterans Memorial in Somers. 
The series benefits the construction 
of the planned Lasdon Glass House 
Conservatory.
   The series is presented by the 
Ridgefield Symphony Orchestra 
and sponsored by Diversified 
Investment Advisors, Westchester 
County Parks, Friends of 
Westchester County Parks, Inc. 
and Friends of Lasdon Park and 
Arboretum.
   The music kicks off July 7 with 
“Summer Serenades,” a string 
concert, featuring Mozart’s Eine 
Kleine Nachtmusik; Tchaikovsky’s 
Serenade op. 48; Barber’s Adagio 
for Strings; and Dvorak, op. 22.
   The July 14 concert, “Classical 
Climaxes,” highlights Rossini’s, 
Overture to L’Italiana in Algieri; 
Schubert’s Symphony No. 5; 
and Mozart’s Symphony No. 41, 
“Jupiter.”
   July 21 is “Best of Vienna,” with 
Mozart’s, Overture to Cosi fan tutte 
and Symphony No. 35 “Haffner;” 
and Beethoven’s Symphony No. 3.
   The final concert in the series, 
July 28, is “Rousing Rhythms,” 
featuring Beethoven’s Prometheus 

Lasdon Concert Series to Feature the Ridgefield 
Symphony Orchestra

Overture and Symphony No. 7; and 
Haydn’s Symphony No. 101, “The 
Clock.”
   The Ridgefield Symphony 
Orchestra is one of Ridgefield’s 
cultural treasures. The orchestra 
debuted in 1965, and since then has 
grown to a full-scale orchestra of 70 
to 100 professional musicians with 
a seven-concert regular season. 
The RSO, which has become an 
outstanding orchestral ensemble 
with first-rate soloists, plays to 
near-capacity houses and garners 
rave reviews. 
   Conductor for the Lasdon 
Summer series is Petko Dimitrov. 
He is the Music Director of the 
Ridgefield Symphony Youth 
Orchestra and Assistant Conductor 
of the Ridgefield Symphony 
Orchestra. Mr. Dimitrov also 
serves as Assistant Conductor of 
the Haddonfield Symphony and 
Principal Guest Conductor of the 
New Symphony Orchestra in Sofia, 
Bulgaria. In 2007, the Bruno Walter 
Memorial Foundation awarded 
Petko its prestigious emerging 
conductor award.
   The Lasdon Glass House 
Conservatory, a large greenhouse, 
will be used for rotating educational 
displays, horticultural shows 
and educational programs about 
medicinal plants, butterfly gardens, 
holiday plants, bonsai, carnivorous 
plants and more. It will be available 
to school groups, organizations and 

horticultural enthusiasts as well 
as casual visitors, and will make 
Lasdon Park a year-round botanical 
attraction.
   All proceeds from sales of tickets 
– priced at $15 for adults; $10 for 
seniors, $7.50 for children 6 – 12 
and free for children under age 6 
– benefit the Friends of Westchester 
County Parks, Inc., for the purpose 
of constructing the conservatory.
   The gates open at 5 p.m. for 
picnicking; the music begins at 6 
p.m.  Tickets will be sold at the gate 
the evening of each performance.
   Seating at the park is informal and 
concert-goers should bring blankets 
or chairs for seating on the lawn. 
Refreshments will be available for 
purchase throughout the concert. 
No pets are allowed at the park.
   Please note that parking is 
approximately one-third mile 
from the concert area. Shuttle bus 
transportation and parking for the 
disabled are available. Rest rooms 
are accessible to the disabled.
   Lasdon Park, Arboretum and 
Veterans Memorial is a Westchester 
County Park. It can be reached via 
I-684, exit 6. Head west off the 
exit; the park is approximately 4 
miles ahead on the left. Or, take 
the Taconic State Parkway to Route 
202/Route 35 exit; the park is 3.5 
miles ahead on the right. 
For more information, call Lasdon 
Park at (914) 864-7268.
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Fireworks on the Hudson


