
Campaign Trail
Page 6

Bob Grant Returns MLB
Page 9

WESTCHESTER TIMES TRIBUNE
August 30, 2007Volume 2 • Number 52

INSIDE www.WestchesterTimesTribune.Typepad.com

BOOKS
Pg. 1

BUSINESS
Pg. 3

CAMPAIGN TRAIL
Pgs. 3, 6

COMMUNITY
Pg. 7

EDUCATION
Pg. 7

GOVERNMENT
Pgs. 7, 8

IN MEMORIAM
Pg. 9

LETTERS
Pg. 2

MUSIC
Pgs. 1, 5, 9

OP-ED
Pgs. 1, 2, 3

RELIGION
Pg. 9

SPORTS
Pg. 9

TRANSPORTATION
Pg. 9

WVOX RADIO
Pg. 2

WEIR ONLY HUMAN
Pg. 1

Advertise
in
the

Westchester
Times Tribune.

e-mail inquiries to:
WTTads@gmail.com

or
call:

914-378-1433 
Ext. 235

Complimentary

Your World, Our Beat; Now You Know!™

Page 2

see The Hezitorial Pg. 2

see Silda Pg. 5

see Weir Only Human Pg.2 see Village Flooding Pg. 8

HAUGESUND, NORWAY -- This 
years Silda Jazz Festival was their 
twenty-first. The very first festival 
was a combined film/jazz festival 
with only a few traditional jazz and 
bands performing.

Norway’s 2007 Silda Jazz 
Fest is a World Class Event!

 
By Bob Putignano

   But that was then, as now we 
have five swinging days on the west 
coast of Norway!  The Silda Jazz 
Festival is more than just a series 
of concerts, as it is a cool package 

MOUNT VERNON, NY -- 
Broadway sensation and Tony 
award-winner Melba Moore, 
along with TransJazz, a smooth 
jazz gospel-recording group, will 
grace the sanctuary of First United 

Melba Moore Coming to 
Mount Vernon for 

Gospel Concert

see Melba Moore Pg. 5

Methodist Church Mount Vernon 
at 7pm on Saturday, September 8, 
2007.  They will be featured in a 
Hope Gospel Concert designed to 
benefit AIDS affected orphans and 

LA ROCHELLE, FRANCE -- 
The Sister City Program summer 
exchange between the City of New 
Rochelle and La Rochelle, France 
culminated last week with a guest 
appearance at the La Rochelle Jazz 
In/Out festival by New Rochelle 
jazz musician, drummer Brian 

La Rochelle Jazz In/Out 
Festival 

By Peter A. Korn

Marshall Gikes on trombone and New Rochelle’s Brian Carter on drums. 
La Rochelle, France, Jazz In/Out Festival. Facade is that of Musée du 

Nouveau Monde, La Rochelle.

Carter August 15-18.  
   Earlier this summer, in July, New 
Rochelle received two jazz musician 
guests from La Rochelle for a 
series of performances and special 
events; and on Sunday, August 

see La Rochelle Pg. 5

The Hezitorial

   Yonkers Inspector General 
Phil Zisman dutifully carried 
out an exhaustive investigation 
into allegations 
submitted to 
his office by an 
undetermined author 
in a letter alleging 
impropriety in the 
Yonkers Parking 
Authority (YPA); a 
situation that was 
first revealed on the 
Yonkers Tribune 
Website. To his 
credit, I.G. Zisman 
extrapolated the 
major issues that 
fueled the allegations 
revolving about YPA 
Executive Director 
Michael Dalton, and others, among 
the YPA Board of Directors. 
“Procedural laxity” was delineated 
because the resources required to 
define “impropriety” were wanting. 
“Impropriety” is perceived to   
report. Yonkers Tribune rests on 
the findings by I.G. Zisman, yet 
continues to rail at the “permissive” 
and “enabling” culture allowed to be 
fostered at the YPA, and other City 
Hall departments and the Yonkers 
Board of Education (YBoE). Let’s 
examine the travesties permitted 
at the YPA to unearth the systemic 
issues that plague Yonkers, and 
other municipalities in Westchester 
County.
   One of the issues that were 

No Biting Allowed 
By Hezi Aris

revealed by I.G. Zisman was the 
procedural laxity regarding the 
payment of tuition in favor of an 

employee wanting 
to advance their 
education. When 
the City of Yonkers 
assists an employee 
in pursuit of their 
desire for higher 
education, they 
have encouraged 
that employee with 
a $2,000 maximum 
subsidy. At the YPA, 
Mr. Dalton agreed 
to the principals 
set by the City of 
Yonkers, yet did 
not cap the subsidy 
at $2,000 per fiscal 

year, allowing it to approach close 
to $10,000 in the case of one 
individual. I.G. Zisman judged Mr. 
Dalton’s laxity in favor of Ms. Sarita 
Gonzalez to exceed the “norms” and 
defined Mr. Dalton’s conduct to be 
“irregular.” I.G. Zisman suggested 
the establishment of formal 
tuition reimbursement policies 
and procedures and approval by 
the YPA Board of Directors. One 
must wonder how a corporation 
in today’s age is not fully defined 
by its Board of Directors so that it 
may function on all cylinders from 
the getgo. Does Yonkers lack the 
legal expertise from which to draw 
upon?

WESTCHESTER, NY -- At 38, 
Westchester resident Jesus Maymi 
had accomplished and experienced 
more than most people. He imagined 
writing a book—a spoof—about 
his experiences, adventures, and 
lessons, but God had a different 
plan in mind. He let Maymi know 
He did not allow him to have all 
those experiences for nothing. A 
Common Man’s Devotional: A 30-
Day Journey to Spiritual Growth 
(paperback, 978-1-60266-560-6) is 
the fruit of that experience.
   Though not a scholar, theologian, 
pastor, or trained author, Maymi has 
managed to capture a manifestation 
of God’s handiwork through him 
in a grassroots approach to the 
common man’s struggle. The book 
is designed to strengthen believers 
and bring unbelievers to the 
knowledge and fullness of Christ.
   Says Maymi, “It is my hope that 
the reader will be encouraged as they 
recognize that the daily struggles 
they face are not uncommon, yet 
the answers and relief they seek can 
always be found in God’s Word. 
It is a 30-day spiritual journey 
that through prayer, study, and 
introspection can begin to change 
one’s life.”
   Xulon Press, a part of Salem 
Communications Corporation, 
is the world’s largest Christian 
publisher, with more than 3,900 
titles published to date. Retailers 

Author’s ‘Common Man’ Struggle Exhibits 
God’s Handiwork

Author Searches for Spiritual Encouragement

may order A Common Man’s 
Devotional through Ingram 
Book Company and/or Spring 
Arbor Book Distributors. Salem 
Communications is the country’s 
leading Christian communications 

company with interests in radio, 
Internet, and magazine publishing.
For retail orders, call 866-909-
2665, or the www.xulonpress.com 
Website.

see Morgan Manhattan Pg. 8

BRONXVILLE, NY -- The Morgan 
Manhattan Moving and Storage 
building has long been a fixture 
and somewhat of 
an anomaly in the 
center of our business 
district.  Tucked away, 
yet looming behind 
stores at the corner 
of Pondfield Road 
and Park Place, it 
stands as a reminder 
of a different business 
era.  The building is a 
three story behemoth 
that served for many 
years as a cold storage facility.  A 
succession of new owners have 
been baffled as to how to integrate 
its use into our current business 
mix.  As a result, ownership has 
turned over with some frequency.  
The last serious effort to make 
something new of this old space 
has been put on hold.  The current 
owner, Mr. Steven Green, was the 
victim of a serious car accident 
and is now unable to manage his 
real estate holdings.  As a result, 

BRONXVILLE, NY -- In 
preparation for a new review 
of the Village’s flooding issues, 

the Trustees and 
I researched the 
archives to educate 
ourselves.  The result 
was a real awareness 
of how long flooding 
has been a problem in 
our Village. 
   Starting in 1922, 
Village officials 
commissioned a 
sewer design in 

anticipation of the 
school’s construction in 1924, 
given that topographical maps 
showed a stream actually traversing 
the property.  Complicating this, 
the Bronx River itself was actually 
“moved” and rechanneled to make 
way for the Bronx River Parkway 
in the 1920’s. 
   Since then, no fewer than 15 
reports have been generated on 
the topic of flooding in the last 50 
years, with many offering quite 
contradictory solutions. 

Mayor’s Column
Mary C. Marvin, 

Mayor of the Village of Bronxville

Morgan Manhattan 
Moving and Storage

Village’s Flooding 
Issues

Weir Only Human

   I had been working radio motor 
patrol in Brooklyn’s Bedford-
Stuyvesant area for about a year and 
had come across what I thought was 
every conceivable challenge a cop 
could imagine. 
H o m i c i d e s , 
rapes, robberies, 
burglaries and 
an assortment 
of other acts 
of human 
m a l e v o l e n c e 
were a daily 
occurrence in the 
high-crime section of the borough. 
In addition, I had handled myriad 
family disputes that culminated 
in violence and vehicle accidents 
that left body parts strewn across 
highways. It doesn’t take long to 
become a veteran when faced with 
a workload of that magnitude. Add 
to that the fact that I had several 
good arrests under my belt and it’s 
easy to see that at the ripe old age 
of 22, I felt like I could do anything. 
Well, Superman was about to be put 
to the test. 
    One summer evening, while my 
partner and I were chowing down 
on a greasy burger or some other 

Don’t Tug on 
Superman’s Cape

By Bob Weir
fast food that could be gobbled 
quickly while sitting in the car and 
waiting for another assignment, a 
call came over the radio that would 
add another dimension to my 

experience. The 
dispatcher said 
there were “calls 
for help” at an 
apartment in 
our sector, so, 
we shoved the 
remainder of 
our meal into a 
bag and headed 

toward the address. When we 
climbed the 4 flights of stairs, we 
were met by a few people standing 
outside the apartment door. “She’s 
in there and she needs a doctor,” one 
of them yelled excitedly. Thinking 
an assault had occurred, I headed 
toward the door while asking the 
obviously agitated woman who did 
it and was the person inside. She 
looked at me quizzically and said: 
“Well, I guess her boyfriend did it, 
but he left a long time ago.” 
    Feeling a bit confused by that 
response, I nevertheless pushed 
open the slightly ajar portal and 

OSSINING, NY -- Greater 
Ossining Television (GO-TV), the 
community’s public access TV 
station, is facing the possibility of 
becoming homeless in just another 
four months.  The lease at its current 
location at Ossining High School is 
set to expire on December 31, 2007.  
An agreement between the school 
and GO-TV has allowed the station 
to operate a small studio rent-free 
for the past 10 years, in exchange 
for sharing some of its equipment 
with the school.
    A recent public survey undertaken 
by GO-TV indicates that the 
majority of Ossining residents 
favor the new Ossining Library as 
the best location for GO-TV.  The 
survey was on hand at the GO-TV 
Booth at the Ossining Village Fair, 

Greater 
Ossining TV: 
Homeless by 
Year’s End 
Recent Public Survey 

Indicates Ossining 
Library is Preferred GO-

TV Location

see Greater Ossining TV Pg.6
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Letters to the Editor

From Page 1

   The allegations regarding the 
misuse of a Citibank credit card for 
restaurant expenditures was deemed 
appropriate. Despite that, “Haitham 
Gammoh, YPA Chief of Finance and 
Administration, testified under oath 
that he was generally aware of the 
restaurant charges on the YPA credit 
card, but did not review them.” 
Mr. Dalton had evidently made 
charges that were “unsupported” by 
original restaurant receipts. Every 
adult knows that in order to be 
reimbursed for charges accrued at 
a restaurant; receipts must be kept 
and submitted to the financial office 
of a corporation.  Mr. Gammoh was 
under the general assumption that 
“it was not his place to question the 
Executive Director’s expenditure.” 
Should that statement be his sincere 
perspective, which I accept to be so, 
then the hierarchy of government is 
denying subordinates a safe haven 
by which to divulge incongruities 

No Biting Allowed
pertinent to the corporate structure 
and  corporate conduct. Would the 
IRS permit the cavalier deniability 
by the YPA Chief of Finance and 
Administration who also claims to 
be a Certified Public Accountant 
(CPA). While Mr. Gammoh is a 
swell guy, does he have the ability 
to carry out his responsibility as 
the YPA Chief of Finance and 
Expenditure?
   The fact that Deputy Mayor Bill 
Regan was unaware of the lack of 
decorum of the corporation over 
which he presides, questions his 
ability as an administrator. 
   The most salient aspect of I.G. 
Zisman’s report may be deduced 
despite its not being stated, that 
is, that the office of the Yonkers 
Inspector General is devoid of 
“bite;” permitted only to bark 
at issues about which his office 
investigates. At issue is whether 
it is sufficient for the third largest 
city in New York State, or any 

municipality, for that matter, to be 
lacking legal, moral, and ethical 
oversight. 
   The positive aspects of Yonkers 
have for too long taken umbrage 
to the politically charged situations 
that demand our attention, creating 
an urgency that satisfies the 
salaciousness in all of us. Still, the 
circumstances of feigned ignorance, 
ineptitude, or worse, must not be 
permitted to go unnoticed and 
permitted to continue without 
retribution. Yonkers must demand 
the resignation of Mr. Dalton, Mr. 
Gammoh, and Mr. Regan. Better 
yet, Mr. Regan might wish to 
consider removing himself from 
his conflict of interest position. To 
be fair, Mr. Dalton’s conduct may 
construed as commission, while 
Mr. Gammoh of omission.
   Even inept or unknowing 
volunteers must do their due 
diligence before assuming positions 
of authority; specifically because 

they are in those positions to serve 
the public. 
   I don’t fully know all these “good 
intentioned” men, yet I hold to the 
belief that they are well-intentioned 
and doing the best they can. 
Despite that, Yonkers must raise 
the bar. “Their best” is simply not 
good enough for Yonkers. Would 
you agree that our concern for 
Yonkers must not be curtailed by 
their lack of skills or personal lack 
of knowledge? If so, demanding to 
instill the Inspector General with 
“bite” is of great urgency.
   Yonkers will find itself served 
below par and the public will 
continue to mistrust the people and 
the institutions of government unless 
the Office of the Inspector General 
is mandated with prosecutorial 
powers.
Mandating prosecutorial power 
upon the Inspector General is a 
win win and must be drafted and 
passed for the benefit of the people. 

I’m Voting for 
Paul J. Feiner for 
Town Supervisor of 
Greenburgh.
    I don’t know of a more dedicated 
local champion, a tireless fighter 
for everything that’s good in 
suburban/urban life. Paul J. Feiner 
has been Town Supervisor of 
Greenburgh, New York - a two-
year, elected position - since 1991. 
He ran twice for Congress and lost 
- Greenburgh and America’s loss. 
   I’ve always voted for Paul Feiner, 
but got to know him really well last 
year. Verizon was offering fiber 
optic service in Greenburgh, and 
needed Town Council approval to 
offer television service through 
the fiber optics. Unsurprisingly, 
Cablevision, which had a 
monopoly on cable service in this 
area, opposed Verizon’s request. 
   Feiner, with a mostly balky Town 
Council baying at his every point, 
stood up and courageously argued 
for freedom of choice in television 
providers in Greenburgh. This might 
not seem like such a controversial 
point, but if you’ve ever been to a 
local Town Council meeting you’ll 

know that everyone on the council 
has an opinion, and it’s usually 
not in favor of getting things done. 
   I was in favor of giving Greenburgh 
residents a real option in television, 
I wrote a few editorials arguing 
for that, but it was Paul Feiner’s 
determination that got this to happen. 
   And he has been that way on 
every important local issue. Do you 
like being woken up all too early 
on weekend mornings by someone 
blowing leaves or mowing the lawn 
at decibel levels that could split your 
eardrums? Feiner doesn’t like that, 
either, and he’s doing what he can 
to keep the noise down. He stays 
on top of utilities like Con Ed to 
make repairs today, not tomorrow, 
after storms. He’s advocating wi-fi 
for a major street in Hartsdale - he 
wants it for the whole town, every 
inch of it, and the Hartsdale street 
would be the start. Paul J. Feiner is 
on the right side of every issue, be it 
nature or high-tech, communication 
to the world-at-large from your 
laptop or just dozing on your 
porch on a Saturday morning.  
   So I’m happily voting for Paul 
J. Feiner for another term of Town 
Supervisor. I saw him in front of the 

A&P last week. And I told him, hey, 
I not only hope you win, but give 
that run for Congress another shot 
some day.
 
Paul Levinson, PhD
White Plains, NY 
Professor and Chair
Department of Communication and 
Media Studies
Fordham University

 
Re-Elect Paul Feiner
   My family and friends are 
worried. We want Paul Feiner back 
in office as our town supervisor. He 
does a excellent job. He tries hard 
and he has been very helpful to our 
community. What will happen to the 
Theodore Young Community Center 
if he is not in office? What will 
happen to our Health Center?  What 
will happen to the parks department 
if Paul Feiner is not our supervisor? 
What will happen to all of us when 
we have problems demanding the 
attention of our public officials?
   My family and I lived on Dobbs 
Ferry Rd. for many years, near the 
health center. We did not have health 
insurance and it was a blessing to 

have the health center help. Thank 
you Paul.
   My children spend many years at 
the Theodore Young Community 
Center. Thank You Paul.
   I have a travel and recreation 
soccer program for 200 children. 
The school where we played closed 
their fields for what ever reason. I 
wrote to Paul and he help. Today 
we use our Greenburgh town fields. 
Thank you Paul.  And he will do 
the same for football, baseball, 
basketball, or any other sport for 
children.
    Paul Feiner knows our 
community better than anyone. He 
appreciates our concerns. He solves 
our problems. He does a good job. 
Please vote for his re-election on 
Tuesday, September 18th.
 
Sincerely, 
The Cardenas Family
Greenburgh, NY

Readers are invited to share 
their thoughts, up to 200 words. 
Submissions must have contact 

information and may be edited as  
necessary. Submit to:  

WTTeditor@gmail.com

On the 
Level 

With Hezi Aris on 
WVOX-1460 AM Radio 

NEW ROCHELLE, NY –
Yonkers Mayoral candidate 
Vincenza Restiano challenging 
incumbent Mayor Phil Amicone 
in the September 18th Primary 
for endorsement by the Yonkers 
Republican City Committee  is 
our guest. The show will be heard 
September 4, 2007, live on the 
On the Level with Hezi Aris radio 
show heard on WVOX-1460 AM 
on your dial or by streaming audio 
technology on your computer, from 
10:00 am through 11:00 am. 
   Also, listen to the Hezi Aris, 
this Thursday, September 6th, at 
8:30 am, as he discusses events 
impacting Westchester politics 
with Bob Marrone, host of Good 
Morning, Westchester. Join Bob 
Marrone every day from 6:00 am 
through 9:00 am daily during your 
daily commute.
   The call-in talk show format 
invites your perspective; share your 
thoughts. Call us at 914-636-0110. 
Those who call are asked to please 
stay on topic.

Bob Grant’s 
Return! 

By William O’Shaughnessy

   He once called me a “stooge.” 
   And that’s when he was in a really 
good mood! 
   But I am among those who take 
special delight that Bob Grant is 
coming back to enliven New York’s 
airwaves. 
   I know, I know he’s been lethal on 
the subject of one Mario M. Cuomo, 
the individual I most admire in 
public life in America today. 
   But Bob Grant, as a performer and 
social commentator, is without peer 
on the Radio.  He is the Dean of talk 
show hosts. 
   And next Monday when this 
particular 79-year-old walks into a 
WABC studio in New York City, 
adjusts his headphones and leans 
into that microphone, he will be 
anything … but dull. 
   An icon is properly restored.  We 
are all his students.   
   Welcome back, Mr. Grant.

William O’Shaughnessy is the 
CEO  of Whitney Communications, 

owner of New Rochelle based 
WVOX-AM and WVIP-FM 

stations.

my partner and I entered a narrow 
passageway that led to a bedroom 
about 10 feet away. We could hear 
moaning sounds from the room, 
so we took a quick peek before 
entering. “Is that the police?” the 
bedridden woman said. “Please help 
me; I need an ambulance!” What I 
saw when I turned the corner was 
more frightening than facing a man 
with a gun. The supine figure was 
nude from the waist down and her 
legs were spread wide apart. Her 
lower abdomen was distended and I 
could see movement just below it. I 

Don’t Tug on Superman’s Cape
From Page 1 suppose I said something like, “Oh 

my God” as I realized I was about 
to view the miracle of birth. 
    A female neighbor was kneeling 
beside the distraught woman, 
trying to console her. Evidently, 
the dispatcher hadn’t obtained 
the proper info on this call, so my 
partner ran downstairs to the car 
radio to summon an ambulance. 
He wasn’t gone 30 seconds before 
the woman began to exhibit some 
of those excruciating pains that 
accompany labor. “Just hold on 
Ma’am,” I said through trembling 
lips, “we’ll get you to a hospital right 

away.” No, noooo, there’s no time,” 
she growled, her teeth clenched to 
ward off the agony. “She’s coming! 
You… have to… help me,” she said 
between gasps of air. Now it really 
got scary. I remember thinking that 
they had taught me a lot of things 
in the Police Academy, but, if this 
was one of the lessons, I must have 
missed it. After looking around the 
room like a helpless dolt, I took a 
deep breath and decided it was time 
to grow up. 
    Suddenly, I recalled the doctor 
shows on television and I took 
my cues from them. “Get some 

towels and hot water!” I said to the  
neighbor, trying to sound like I knew 
what I was doing. “Okay, Ma’am, 
just be calm and push slowly,” I 
muttered, putting the towels next 
to her body as I began to talk her 
through it. A moment later, I saw 
something that would change me 
forever because I witnessed what 
can only be described as a natural 
phenomenon, divinely inspired. Yes, 
I know there are countless births 
every day in this world, but to see it 
happen up close is to know there is 
a God. First, the head emerged and 
some of her pain subsided. Then, 

after a few more contractions, a 
child was born. I don’t know how 
she knew it was a girl, but she was 
right. By the way, I take no credit 
for the delivery; only the woman 
can do that. However, she did say 
she would give her daughter the 
middle name, Roberta.  

   Sorry if this is a burr under 
your political saddle, but I lay 
almost all our national ills on 
the doorstep of our CIA -  not, 
I hasten to add, the Central 
Intelligence Agency, although that 
organization is not above reproach. 
   The CIA upon which I will 
hereinafter heap scorn is not some 
governmental cloak-and-dagger cult 
operating in shadows beyond the 
view of this column’s typical readers. 
   The subject acronym translates to 
a Cynicism, Ignorance and Apathy 
that is no less pervasive among our 
electorate than our reverence for 
dedicated mothers and breathable air. 
   A whelming majority of us are 
toilet-bowl sick of the way things 
are going in this heaven-rescued 
land, but are wont to point the finger 
of blame away from ourselves 
toward the “they” who “should 
do something about those things.” 
   This brushes aside the old, but 
technically accurate, bromide that 
when one points an index finger 
elsewhere, three other digits are 
directed back toward oneself. 
   We passionately and endlessly 
carp (as we are blessedly free to do) 
about such matters as how “they” 
are pandering to special interests, 
stealing from the public piggy bank, 
despoiling our natural resources, 

What’s Wrong With America? 
Blame Our CIA!

 
By Joe Klock, Sr.

spending our grandchildren into 
financial bondage, making Swiss 
cheese of our immigration laws, 
making decency a relic of the 
past, selling public offices to the 
highest bidders, smothering truth in 
spinmeistery and/or burying order 
in a deep grave of ineffective laws.  
   In so doing, we seem to forget 
that none of “them” have any 
power that was not delegated by all 
of us (correction: those of us who 
cared enough to vote them in and 
allow them to remain in office). 
   The shameful reality is that 
the will of the people, which 
should be the governing 
principle of our leadership, is 
aborted by our collective CIA. 
   First, but not necessarily 
foremost, there is a widespread 
cynicism - the distrust and disgust 
with which we tend to view our 
chosen and/or entrenched leaders, 
fueled by the time-honored old saw 
that “you can’t fight City Hall.” 
  The truth is that you - that is to 
say, we - can’t CHANGE City 
Hall, or any level of government 
from there to the White House, by 
choosing not to fight it; or, as Will 
Rogers once remarked, “you can’t 
heat an oven with snowballs.”  
   “They,” however, are keenly 
sensitive to the expressed (not 

the repressed) wishes of their 
constituencies - emphasis there on 
“expressed,” about which more later. 
   Ignorance is the second part of 
our CIA acronym, and a serious 
failing of the American electorate. 
   “They” are most comfortable 
when we are satisfied with the 
information we are spoon-fed 
by them, after being diluted and 
polluted to conform with their 
political tastes and ideological diets. 
   Only as long as our appetite for 
truth can be satisfied with half-truths 
and partisan mantras can they whiten 
the sepulchers of their dark doings. 
   This dearth of knowledge is not a 
new phenomenon. A decade ago, the 
Washington Post reported that only 

a third of the public could name their 
Reprehensibles in Congress; and in 
2000 Gallup found that, while 66 
percent of the public could name 
the host of “Who Wants To Be A 
Millionaire,” only 6 percent could 
name the Speaker of the House. 
   Farther back, Lincoln and 
Douglas barnstormed Illinois with 
90-minute head-to-head debates, a 
stark contrast with the present-day 
spectacles in which candidates trade 
brief barbs and bytes which provide 
little heat and almost no illumination.  
   Finally, there is apathy, perhaps 
the most egregious of our faults. We 
just don’t care enough to do more 
than gripe about a status quo which 
we then accept without a struggle. 
   When coupled with the 
convenience of cynicism and 
the comfort of ignorance, 
apathy becomes the line of least 
persistence - the most convenient 
exit from our more troublesome 
responsibility as Americans. 
   If, however, we surrender to the 
siren song of our personal CIA, 
we risk being recorded in future 
history as the Greediest Generation. 
   A workable solution? Make one 
phone call or write one letter each 
day to someone whom you hired (i.e., 
elected) who is screwing up the job. 
   “They” have nothing whatever 

to fear except clear-thinking, well-
informed, and genuinely outraged 
citizens who get off their butts and 
but’s and tell “them” who’s boss! 
   That’s one good answer - and 
an infinitely better stratagem than 
cynicism, ignorance and/or apathy.        
   To do or not to do? That is the 
question - and America’s Jeopardy 
is the name of the game.
 

Freelance wordworker Joe Klock, 
Sr. (joeklock@aol.com) is a 

winter Floridian who summers 
in New Hampshire. More of his 

“Klockwork,” is at
 www.joeklock.com.

http://WVOX.com
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   The John Galt Corporation was the 
major subcontractor at the Deutsche 
Bank (formerly Bankers Trust Plaza). 
   Why does that name sound familiar? 
   Because John Galt, a fictional 
character, was the hero in 
an Ayn Rand novel, Atlas 
Shrugged.   He was an engineer 
who could do anything.  Except 
demolish a building, apparently. 
   The John Galt Corporation is a 
shell, operating out of the same 
office as Regional Scaffolding 
and Hoisting Company, 3900 
Webster Avenue, Bronx.  
   As much as is known about the 
scheme is described in today’s 
Times, OBSCURE COMPANY 
IS BEHIND 9/11 DEMOLITION 
WORK by two of its top reporters, 
Charles V. Bagli and David W. 
Dunlap. The third reporter, William 
K. Rashbaum, may also be very 
good, I am simply unfamiliar with 
his work. The Daily News and the 
Sun also covered this story, with 
the News, SHOCKING LACK 
OF INSPECTIONS AT DOOMED 
SITE, by  Kirsten Danis, Jonathan 
Lemire and Corky Siemaszko and 
the Sun’s SUBCONTRACTOR 
AT BANK TOWER IS LIKELY 
TO BE FIRED by Sarah Garland.  
   Yesterday, Bovis Lend-Lease, 
the general contractor (successor 
to Lehrer-McGovern) declared 
Galt in default.  Who cares if 
they are in default?   They are a 
dummy corporation.  In law school 
we used to call their operators 
straw men.  Today they might 
be called virtual corporations.  
But they are without virtue. 
   Now none of this would be 
an issue if two firefighters had 
not died Saturday when their 
oxygen supply was exhausted 
in an out-of-control blaze in the 

John Galt Shrugged, “How Could He Know What Was Going On.”
By Henry J. Stern

building under demolition.  It was 
subsequently discovered that the 
main pipe supposed to bring water 
to the 17th floor, the site of the 
fire, had been disconnected and 
a twenty-foot section removed. 
   As is often, and appropriately, 
the case after a tragedy, there are 
multiple investigations to find out 
what happened, why, and what can 
be done to prevent future disasters.  
Here are some of the questions 
which should be explored:  
1. Why were there so many 
firefighters on high floors of the 
building?   There could easily 
have been many more than two 
fatalities. Last time there were 343. 
2. Who disconnected the water 
line, and why was that done?   Who 
knew the line was not functioning? 
3. Why was it considered 
necessary to risk lives to fight a 
fire in an unoccupied building 
that was under demolition? 
4. What was the Fire Department’s 
plan for dealing with the fire?   Who 
prepared it?  Who was in charge 
of the operation at the scene? 
5. Who approved a fictional 
company to undertake a major 
demolition project?   Why was no 
other responsible bidder  found 
for the job?  Who knocked out the 
other bidders, if there were any? 
6. The principal agencies responsible 
appear to be the Fire Department, 
the Buildings Department, and the 
Lower Manhattan Development 
Corporation. What level of officials 
were involved, what decisions did 
they make with regard to awarding 
the contract, and who was in charge 
of overseeing the demolition? 
7. Who, if anyone, should be held 
responsible for the deaths of the 
firefighters?  To what degree? 
8. If a firefighter repeatedly calls 

Mayday, the emergency appeal 
for rescue, should there not be 
a GPS attached to his helmet, 
so he can at least be located? 
9. Why is this work being done in 
the sixth year after the destruction 
of the World Trade 
Center.  Didn’t that 
provide enough 
time to get safety 
measures in place? 
10. Is death an 
inevitable aspect 
of firefighting, and 
should we simply 
bury the dead, 
pay the widows 
and orphans, and 
move on to the 
next event?  If not, 
what can we do to 
see that this does 
not happen again? 
    These are ten questions that 
occur to us, we are certain that 
experts will find many more that 
should be asked.  We trust that 
they will be. In inquiries like the 
one being undertaken, one usually 
finds witnesses trying to insulate 
themselves from responsibility, and 
place the blame, if any, on others. 
One gets a tangle of information 
and misinformation, disingenuous 
responses that stop just short of 
perjury.  It will take a long time to 
sort out the pieces, it always does. 
   This does not mean that John Galt, 
whomever it may be, necessarily 
did wrong.  That is why a thorough, 
diligent and competent inquiry 
is needed, and not a self-serving 
glossover by those responsible for 
the tragedy.  Whatever papers were 
signed, we assume that  LMDC 
and the other authorities involved 
knew the reality of the situation. 
It is public agencies who should 

be held substantially accountable 
for the disaster.  If untrained and 
unqualified people were appointed 
to lead these agencies, we are 
entitled to know why.  If people 
in the private sector lied to public 

officials, those lies 
must be uncovered 
and the liars 
p r o s e c u t e d  
    It is easy to find a 
scapegoat.   Today’s 
Post editoral, 
S C O P P E T T A 
MUST GO..., 
unjustifiably calls 
for Commissioner 
S c o p p e t t a ’ s 
dismissal.  Mr. 
Scoppetta is an 
honorable public 
official, who has 
served many 

mayors with distinction.  He is not 
a professional firefighter, his skills 
are in management and human 
relations.  More of today’s Post 
coverage of the story can be found 
in FDNY BRASS IN TRAGIC 
BUNGLE, by Leonard Greene and 
Chuck Bennett and JAIL SWINE 
THAT KILLED THESE MEN by 
Steve Dunleavy. The Daily News 
also covered this story in IF ONLY 
THEY HAD LISTENED TO ME by 
Alison Gendar and in its editorial, 
ACCOUNTABILITY FOR FDNY.  
   The Fire Department has been 
known over the years for hostility 
between labor and management, 
antagonism to the mayor, and 
instances of crude, boorish and 
drunken behavior.  At the same 
time firefighters demonstrate great 
courage and self-sacrifice, taking 
enormous personal risks to rescue 
civilians. It has a management 
structure in which civil service 

examinations are administered 
for the highest positions in 
the agency, thus limiting the 
commissioner’s authority to change 
personnel.  This can be either 
good or bad, but usually is an 
impediment to change and reform..  
   Many privileges of firefighters are 
protected by the State Legislature, 
with whom firefighters’ unions 
and lobbyists have long been cozy.  
The combination of union power, 
archaic civil service regulations 
and legislative interference 
circumscribes the authority which 
a commissioner should rightfully 
exercise.  We do not believe Mr. 
Scoppetta is at fault in this tragedy, 
and we trust Mayor Bloomberg 
will not offer him up as a sacrifice. 
   As for the Lower Manhattan 
Development Corporation, we were 
quite unfamiliar with Avi Schick, 
who was appointed chairman of the 
LMDC board, a position formerly 
held by John C. Whitehead, who 
had been co-chairman of Goldman 
Sachs and Deputy Secretary of State 
under Secretary George Shultz.   
   On April 22, 2005, Whitehead 
wrote an article in the Wall Street 
Journal, titled MR. SPITZER 
HAS GONE TOO FAR-POST-
9/11 NY CANNOT AFFORD TO 
DRIVE AWAY CORPORATE 
INVESTORS, criticizing Spitzer for 
publicizing allegations of financial 
misconduct against Maurice 
“Hank” Greenberg, then chairman 
of AIG (American International 
Group, an insurance giant).   On 
reading the article, Spitzer 
telephoned Whitehead in Texas 
and said, according to Whitehead’s 
notes, “Mr. Whitehead, it’s now a 
war between us and you fired the 
first shot.  I will be coming after 
you.  You will pay the price.  This 

is only the beginning and you will 
pay dearly for what you have done. 
You will wish you had never written 
that letter.”  The conversation 
became public on December 
22, 2005 when Mr. Whitehead 
apparently fired his second shot 
in another opinion piece in the 
Wall Street Journal titled SCARY.  
   Avi Schick, 40 year old attorney, 
has written articles about school 
vouchers, the Bill of Rights and 
religious discrimination.  On behalf 
of attorney general Spitzer, he 
argued the case in the Appellate 
Division against Richard Grasso, 
former chairman of the New York 
Stock Exchange.  He graduated 
from the Mirrer Yeshiva Central 
Institute and Columbia Law School.  
The Sun reported that he was Mr. 
Spitzer’s unofficial representative 
to the Orthodox community.  Schick 
fights for tax credits for religious 
school tuition as an alternative 
to private school vouchers. 
   Mr. Schick also argued in the 
tobacco settlement case.  He knows 
separation (or non-separation) 
of church and state.  He does 
not, however, appear to have 
a professional background in 
major real estate development, 
construction supervision, demolition 
or fire protection. Nor has he 
dealt with captains of industry or 
finance, as Mr. Whitehead did.   
   By appointing him to fill 
Secretary Whitehead’s position 
on LMDC, Mr. Spitzer may have 
believed that he was making a 
point.  In fact he made a point, but 
perhaps not the point he intended. 
   Competence tops revenge.

The Fine Print
By Lisa Fine

Art Among Black Angus Steer
The public is invited to enjoy a free 
outdoor art exhibition of 50 site-
specific sculptures at Saunder’s 
Farm, 852 Old Albany Post Road in 
Garrison, New york, from September 
1 through October 31. Sponsored 
by Collaborative Concepts, a non-
profit arts organization based in 
Putnam Valley, the sculptures will 
be placed throughout the 100 acres 
of the historic working farm. And 
be sure to also look for the cattle 
grazing in the pastures. Info: 845 
528-1797.
 Swim Across the Hudson 
The 2nd Annual Great Hudson River 
Swim to Save the Dolphins will 
be held on Monday September 3 
starting at 10am from the Yonkers 
Waterfront at Habirshaw Park. 
Swimmers can cross the river 
(1 mile) or swim parallel to the 
shoreline (for 1 mile). Safety 
support will be provided by area 
kayak and rowing clubs along with 
the United States Coast Guard. 
Proceeds will benefit the New York 
Whale and Dolphin Action League. 
Info: 914 793-9186. 
Another Cause to Swim in the 
Hudson
On Sunday September 16 at Croton 
Point Park in Croton, you can Swim 

the Hudson for MS, to benefit the 
National Multiple Sclerosis Society. 
Choose from a 1, 2 or 3-mile buoy 
marked course and all approved 
swimmers will be accompanied by a 
kayaker to ensure safety. Individuals 
and teams are welcome to join but 
need to attend a mandatory safety 
meeting first. Info: 914 694-1655. 
Retirement Congratulations 
Best wishes to Ann V. Athas, 
D i r e c t o r 
of Public 
R e l a t i o n s 
at Hudson 
V a l l e y 
H o s p i t a l 
Center in 
C o r t l a n d t 
Manor, for 
an enjoyable 
retirement. 
For over 
19 years (almost 20!), she was 
the first, and only person, to hold 

the distinguished public relations 
position within HVHC. Ann 
earned accolades and prestigious 
awards from many local and 
regional professional organizations 
including the Westchester Chapter 
of Women in Communications 
and the Advertising Club of 
Westchester. She served as Chair 
of the Hospital’s Reward and 
Recognition Committee, produced 
HVHC’s two cable shows, airing 
now for over a decade - “Health 
Smart” and “Health Up Front” and 
coordinated many public service and 
community special events including 
the annual Women’s Symposium. 
Her dedication to HVHC and the 
community will be missed. 
[Photo of Ann attached] 

To submit information for The Fine 
Print column, please direct email 
to TheFinePrintNY@verizon.net, 

call 914 243-9761, or visit the 
 LisaFineCommunications.com 

Website. Lisa Fine is owner of LF 
Communications, Inc. some of 

whose clients may be mentioned  
on occasion. 

BRONXVILLE, NY -- The 
John DeVine Agency has been 
recognized by Allstate Insurance 
Company for high standards in 
customer satisfaction, customer 
retention and profitability.  The 
John DeVine Agency is now one 
of the top Allstate agencies in 
the nation in auto, property and 
commercial insurance and financial 
service sales. 
Because of this, the John DeVine 
Agency has achieved the distinctive 
Allstate Honor Ring award.  For 
nearly 60 years, the Honor Ring 
has been Allstate’s symbol of 
outstanding achievement.  Worn 
with pride by generations of Allstate 
agents, the Honor Ring recognizes 
the John DeVine Agency for 2007 

Bronxville Allstate Agency Earns Honor 
Ring Award

performance and is a symbol of 
the agency’s dedication in serving 

customers.
   “It’s a tremendous honor to earn 
Honor Ring,” explains DeVine, 
Allstate agent.  “My agency’s 
commitment is to serve customers 
and we’re pleased that the company 
has acknowledged our efforts.”
   The John DeVine Agency is 
located at 499 New Rochelle Road 
in Bronxville.
   The Allstate Corporation (NYSE: 
ALL) is the nation’s largest 
publicly held personal lines insurer. 
Widely known through the “You’re 
In Good Hands With Allstate®” 
slogan,. customers can access 
Allstate products and services such 
as auto insurance and homeowners 
insurance through Allstate agencies, 
or in select states at allstate.com.

YONKERS, NY – Incumbent 
Yonkers Councilman John 
Murtagh (Republican-5th 
District) today held a news 
conference at the Brooklands 
Apartment Complex, 1000 
Palmer Road, between Kimball 
Avenue and The Bronx River 
Parkway in Yonkers, to blast 
opponent Jodi Mosiello for what 
he labeled as her using “Gestapo 
tactics” in her “shameful attempt 
to intimidate elderly voters.” 
Murtagh would state that “for 
at least the second time, a 
private investigation firm” he 
assessed “to have political ties 
to Mosiello’s election lawyer 
has been harassing senior 
citizens who previously signed 
nominating petitions” for Murtagh. 
Murtagh called for Westchester 
County District Attorney Janet 
DiFiore and Yonkers Mayor 
Phil Amicone to investigate the 
investigative firm’s alleged use of 
Yonkers Police in what Murtagh 
alleges is a clear attempt at voter 
intimidation. 
   “On Wednesday, a private 
investigator by the name of Nancy 
J. Campbell-Patroli, with Empire 
State Investigations -- http://www.
empirestatepi.com -- approached 
The Brooklands [Apartment 
Complex of] homes of several 
Yonkers senior citizens on Palmer 
Road, who had signed Murtagh’s 
nominating petitions in June,” 
said Murtagh. “The ‘investigator’ 

attempted to gain entrance to at 
least one voter’s home, and handed 
the voter a business card, which the 
voter took. Upon learning the nature 
of the questioning, the voter closed 
the door and refused to speak to the 
investigator,” continued Murtagh. 
The ‘investigator’ twice called 
Yonkers Police to the woman’s 
home, allegedly to retrieve the 
business card, which the investigator 
claimed was an ‘official’ ID. The 
card appears to have been printed 
by an inkjet printer and is held 
together with scotch tape. The 
‘investigator’ threatened to file 
criminal charges against the senior 
citizen,” continued Murtagh.
   Murtagh called Mosiello’s use of 
private investigators, “the kind of 
Gestapo tactic that is designed to 

frighten citizens and cast a chill 
on the electoral process.”
   Murtagh added, “When 
Mosiello’s ‘Stormtroopers’ 
don’t get the answers they 
want, their tactic is to suggest 
that these older voters are 
somehow ‘forgetful’ or ‘losing 
it.’  Said Murtagh, “This is 
highly insulting and demeaning 
to senior citizens who have 
contributed so much to our 
society.”
   Mosiello is running against 
Murtagh in the September 
18th Republican Primary, and 
again in November when she 
will appear on the Democratic, 
Independence, and Working 
Families Party lines.

    Murtagh has claimed that Mosiello 
had attempted to deny him his right 
to run in the Republican Primary 
by challenging his nominating 
petitions, and served late night 
subpoenas on a group of elderly 
seniors. 
   Two eighty plus year old voters 
were questioned in open court by 
Mosiello’s lawyer, John Ciampoli, 
but he dropped the case immediately 
after questioning them, as they 
decisively affirmed the legality of 
their signatures for Murtagh.

Murtagh Claims Opponent Engaged in 
‘Gestapo’ Tactics Against Elderly Voters

YONKERS, NY -- “Phil Amicone 
has to stop governing by dishonesty 
and deception,” said Dennis 
Robertson.  “He keeps asking for 
money to spend when he hasn’t 
spent the money that is on hand 
to maintain the City. This is 
irresponsible and detrimental. The 
mayor owes the people of Yonkers 
an immediate explanation,” the 
mayoral challenger asserted. 
   “Where is the money, Mr. 
Amicone, why are you sitting on 
more than $60 million of City 
money that has been approved by 
the City Council to pave the city’s 
streets and keep Yonkers water and 
sewer lines in good repair?” asked 
Robertson.. 
   Robertson advises he will 
appear at Thursday night’s Charter 
Commission hearing to oppose 
the proposal that is before the 
Commission which would require 
the City Council to pass a CIP 
budget every year by June 1st.  
   “The problem is not when CIP 
money is appropriated, it is how CIP 
money is spent or more accurately 
not spent,” declared Mr. Robertson. 
Last year Phil Amicone for reasons 

Robertson Blasts Amicone for Failure 
to Pave City Streets

only known to him, refused to 
spend the money the City Council 
passed in previous CIP budgets for 
the remediation of the Bronx River. 
Mr. Amicone’s unwillingness to 
clean up the Bronx River pollution 
problem caused New York State to 

sue Yonkers and resulted in City 
taxpayers having to pay nearly 
$3 million in fines in penalties to 
New York State; money which 
should have been spent paving 
the streets and maintaining the 
City’s infrastructure,” continued 
Robertson.  
   “The proposal that is before the 
Charter Commission allows the 

Mayor to continue to ask for a blank 
check from the City Council for 
CIP funding,” asserts Robertson. “It 
imposes no accountability on the 
Mayor, requires no timetables or 
explanation for the undertaking and 
completion of funded and approved 
CIP projects.”
   “The proposal before the 
Commission perpetuates a system 
that allows the Mayor to borrow 
more money without having spent 
the money he has caused the City to 
already borrow-money it is paying 
interest on without any return.  For 
every $10 million in bonds that 
Yonkers sells to finance its CIP 
projects it adds $1 million in debt 
service or yearly interest to its 
operating budget.  During his time 
as Mayor, Phil Amicone has doubled 
Yonkers outstanding long term debt. 
The Charter Commission should be 
exploring ways that would prevent 
the Mayor from seeking a blank 
check. It should consider proposals 
that would impose restraint and 
accountability upon the Mayor and 
ensure that CIP money is spent in a 
timely way,” Robertson concluded. 

YONKERS, NY -- Joan Gronowski, 
candidate for the Yonkers 3rd District 
City Council, is calling upon the 
Yonkers administration to return 
parking spaces at the Government 
Center Garage to the taxpayers of 
Yonkers.  The garage, adjacent to 
City Hall, bears the caption “Public 
Parking for a Growing City” but the 
only thing that seems to be growing 
is the list of assigned parking spaces 
for government officials, which 
now totals 66 spaces.  In addition 
to the mayor, deputy mayor, city 
council members, commissioners, 
directors, and their deputies, there 
are reserved parking spaces for 
eight of the mayor’s staff, and four 

Public Parking for a Growing City

spaces each for the city council 
president and city council staffs.  It 

would also be interesting to know 
if these employees pay for these 
spaces, as do all other patrons of the 
parking structure.
   Gronowski states that, “During 
the course of my campaign, I have 
talked to many residents of the 
district about issues concerning 
them, and it seems that one of the 
problems which may be the easiest 
to remedy is the lack of parking at 
this facility.”   
Most of these assigned spaces 
occupy the roof, and fifth floor of the 
garage; the most convenient levels.  

see Public Parking Pg. 6
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of varied events 
when the small and 
gorgeous small 
town of Haugesund 
beautifully turns 
upside down thus 
creating a unique 
exciting atmosphere 
of music of all genres, 
(with three hundred 
and fifty musicians, 
and one hundred and 
eighty concerts,) as 
well as outdoor art 
exhibitions, a huge 
parade with tap 
dancers leading the 
way with a hundred 
and fifty musicians from all over 
the planet following, plus there is a 
sailing competition, all of which are 
quite impressive! Additionally, on 
the final day there were over fifty 
thousand music fans dancing and 
enjoying this first class extravaganza 
called Silda Jazz. 
   In addition to all the outstanding 
Norwegian artists visiting, Silda 
Jazz has previously had the pleasure 
of presenting jazz, blues, and rock 
dignitaries such as; Nicholas Payton, 
Doc Cheatham, Lillian Boutte, 
Dee Dee Brigdewater, Etta Jones, 
Houston Person, Nnenna Freelon, 
Russell Malone, Ray Anderson, 
Scott Hamilton, Bucky and John 
Pizzarelli, Al Jarreau, Diana 
Krall, Mose Allison, Chris Barber, 
Herbie Mann, Joey DeFrancesco, 
Bill Evans with Chuck Loeb, The 
Manhattan Transfer, Richard Bona, 
Mike Stern and Curtis Stigers, 
David-Clayton Thomas, Big Luther 
Kent, Toto, and many others.
   Some of the many highlights 
were the dynamic performances 
of Bill Evans with the sparkling 
guitar of Chuck Loeb, the beautiful 
Silje Nergaard, the funky Ibrahim 
Electric, David-Clayton Thomas, 
The Knut Reiersrud Band, The 
Hard Luck Blues Band, and my 
buddy Big Luther Kent and his very 
fine Louisiana quartet.
   On one evening, the magic 
of Silda Jazz tapped me on the 
shoulder when Delbert McClinton’s 
sax player; (Don Wise,) who’s 
wife walked up to me asking if I 
was Bob Putignano.  Huh- how 
does this lady know me?  And she 
then pointed to the stage where 
Don was sitting in with The Hard 
Luck Blues Band- wow, talk about 

Norway’s 2007 Silda Jazz Fest is a World 
Class Event!
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mystical!  The story goes like this; 
Don was performing with his boss 
(Delbert) at the Norway’s Notodden 
Blues Fest, (which also featured 
the Neville Brothers, Honeyboy 
Edwards, Steve Winwood, Alvin 
Lee, Blues Guitar Women; Deborah 
Coleman, Sue Foley, Roxanne 
Potvin, plus Magic Slim, Omar 
Dyke’s with Jimmie Vaughan, 
and many others too numerous 
to list.) Don Wise told me that he 
has played in Norway something 
like ten times in the past, loved it 
there (who wouldn’t?) and made 
quite a few friends in Norway over 
the years, so he and his lovely wife 
decided to extend their musical stay 
to jam around Haugesund at Silda 
Jazz for a couple of days.  Small 
world!  By the way, Don Wise 
has several really fine recordings 
credited in his own name, which 
are highly recommended.  For more 
info checkout: http://donwise.com
   Big Luther Kent’s band (despite 
having lengthy delays arriving to 
Norway,) was on fire on all of the 
performances I attended, and as 
usual; Mr. Kent’s first rate vocals 
were wowing the crowds, (as well as 
me,) to extreme delights.  Luther’s 
crack band of New Orleans based 
musicians consisted of; old time 
Luther Kent band-mates Bruce 
Elsensohn who killed on piano, 
and the propulsive drummer Allyn 
Robinson, plus Luther’s Silda 
Jazz organizer H.R. Ziifle on his 
hot guitar, and the driving bass of 
Glen LeBlanc.  Luther and his band 
were well received in Norway; so 
much so innuendos were made to 
bring Luther and his band back to 
Silda Jazz next year.  Works for 
me, as I won’t mind carrying Big 

Luther’s bags back 
to Norway- OK 
Luther?  
   One of the many 
other nice musician 
amenities of Silda 
Jazz included a 
late night musician 
hang where after 
the regularly 
scheduled public 
performances; the 
musicians had a 
nice venue to jam 
at, and were offered 
a great bowl of fish 
soup, beer, and to 
freely let loose and 

carry on into the wee hours.  On one 
particular evening, Luther Kent’s 
band was offered a generous amount 
of kroner (dollars) to lead the jam 
which started around 2:00am, this 
jam turned into an international 
blowout of musicians from across 
the universe, all under the tutelage 
and leadership of Luther’s wailing 
vocals and song selections, needless 
to say a great time was had by all!
   As I previously mentioned; 
Silda Jazz is a world class event; 
that cares well for its patrons, and 
also treats the performers royally.  
Speaking of being well cared for, I 
would personally like to thank Silda 
Jazz’s Bjarne Dankel Jr., and press 
coordinator Unni Hilt for making 
my stay in Norway so very special! 
   Silda Jazz has already established 
next years festival dates on the 
Scandinavian Jazz Calender for 
2008; and they are August 6th 
through August 10th. Unni Hilt 
tells me that the 2008 Festival is 
in its planning stages and they are 
promising that Silda Jazz 2008 will 
be the largest and most promising 
ever.  In the meantime; keep 
checking http://www.sildajazz.
no/english for next year’s lineup.  
I look forward to being there next 
year, with Big Luther Kent of 
course!

Bob Putignano is a regular con-
tributing writer to  

Goldmine & Big City Rhythm and 
Blues magazines, the Yonkers Tri-
bune, Westchester Times Tribune 

and formerly recognized and listed 
in the Library of Congress and  

can be reached through  
www.SoundsofBlue.com
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communities in East Africa. 
    This Hope Gospel Concert will 
call attention to AIDS in Africa, the 
greatest humanitarian crisis of our 
lifetime.  Net proceeds will benefit 
World Vision’s work with orphans 
and vulnerable children in Rwanda, 
a nation recovering from the 
genocide of 1994 and now impacted 
by AIDS.  The concert will also 
provide an opportunity to change 
the life of an African child through 
sponsorship.  This concert is one of 
several concerts that are a part of the 
growing Hope Church Alliance by 
which churches are joining together 
to respond to the AIDS pandemic in 
severely affected nations.
    Melba Moore, who possesses a 
voice that spans many octaves with 
great range, began her career in 
the ground breaking musical Hair, 
where she originated the role of 
Dionne. Directly on the heels of 
Hair came the role of Lutiebelle 
Gussiemae Jenkins, the innocent 
southern domestic who falls in 
love with a fast-talking preacher 
in the long running musical Purlie.  
Her show-stopping performance 
in Purlie won Moore the Tony 
Award for Best Supporting Actress 
in a Musical, making her the first 
black actress to do so.  Her credits 
include “The Melba Moore/Clifton 
Davis Show,” the mini-series 
“Ellis Island,” R & B and POP hits 
“This Is It,” “You Stepped Into My 
Life,” and her Grammy nominated 
signature song “Lean On Me.”  
Her 1990 recording of “Lift Every 
Voice and Sing” was instrumental 
in having the song entered into 

Melba Moore Coming to Mount Vernon for 
Gospel Concert
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the Congressional Record as the 
official African American National 
Anthem. 
   Ms. Moore is deeply spiritual, 
seeking daily wisdom from the 
Bible.  She is an ardent advocate 
for the rights of children resulting 
in her Melba Moore Foundation for 
Abused and Neglected Children.  
In February of 2006, Melba 
Moore went to Rwanda, Africa to 
see firsthand the devastation and 
the work of World Vision. World 
Vision is a Christian humanitarian 
organization dedicated to working 
with children, families, and their 
communities worldwide to reach 
their full potential by tackling the 
causes of poverty and injustice.
    TransJazz is a recording group 
with an uplifting smooth jazz 
sound that appeals to people across 

generations.  In 2004 EBL Records 
released their debut CD album, 
Transitions.  With a style described 
as “Sade turned on to Jesus,” songs 
from the album have been featured 
on radio stations around the 
country. TransJazz was nominated 
for awards by the Urban Gospel 
Industry in 2004 and 2005.  Five 
members of the seven-piece band 
live in Westchester County. 
    Tickets for the concert are $25 
and should be purchased in advance 
through the church’s office (Mon.- 
Fri. from 10am to 12 noon).  
First United Methodist Church 
is located at 227 E. Lincoln Ave. 
(Corner Summit Ave.) in Mount 
Vernon. 
For more information contact: 914 

668-3334 or  
HAPNY@hotmail.com.

19 the Sister City programming 
stateside concluded with events 
at the Thomas Paine Cottage and 
Trinity-St. Paul’s Church, and the 
running of the Mayor’s Cup Race at 
the Huguenot Yacht Club. 
   Carter, a fifth generation New 
Rochellean, arrived Monday the 
13th at the beautiful Atlantic port 
city. He was greeted at the railway 
station by Cyprien Frette-Damicourt 
and Guillaume Rivallard, the guest 
musicians who had visited New 
Rochelle, along with both the 
director and president of the Jazz 
In/Out festival and the president of 
the France-USA Association.   
   On Tuesday, Carter and Marshall 
Gilkes, a trombonist from Julliard 
School, inaugurated the festival by 
playing on the France Bleu radio 
network.  That evening, Carter and 
his family joined 80 dignitaries for 
a cocktail reception at the Musée du 
Nouveau Monde (Museum of the 
New World). 
   Carter related his family history 
to those gathered; how they had 
traveled on the Underground 
Railroad until they arrived at Trinity-
St. Paul’s Church, the Huguenot’s 
church, and were resettled in New 
Rochelle.  Carter also presented 
a copy of the 1920’s illustration, 
“Queen City of the Sound” to 
Deputy Mayor Colette Chaigneau, 
a gift chosen by the New Rochelle 
Council on the Arts. The original 
hangs in New Rochelle’s City Hall.   
   The In/Out Jazz Festival was 
performed in the 17th century 
gardens of the Musée du Nouveau 
in the historic center of La Rochelle.  
The museum facade served as 
the backdrop to the stage and the 
striking interior was frequented 
by musicians for practicing and 

La Rochelle Jazz In/Out Festival 
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(Left to Right): Mike Colamonico, Festival Director; Cyprien Frette-
Damicourt, Band Leader SWOK; Brian Carter, New Rochelle drummer; 
and two members of SWOK on-stage at LaRochelle Jazz In/Out Festival.

Museum facade is in the background.

meeting.  The In/Out festival affords 
amateur musicians the opportunity 
to perform in a professional setting, 
and professional musicians an 
audience appreciative of good jazz.   
Brian Carter played on all four days 
of the festival, doing a drum solo 
with Frette-Damicourt; performing 
with world-renowned jazz violinist 
Didier Lockwood and Lockwood’s 
two children; and integrating into 
other jazz groups playing funk, jazz 
standards and fusion.  One group in 
particular was assembled just for 
Carter, including Alain Mayeras, 
piano, Marshall Gilkes, trombone, 
Arnaud Axler, guitarist, and Cyril 
Babin, upright bass.   
   Both Jazz Festival and City 
representatives were excited and 
pleased at the representation sent 
from New Rochelle and its impact 
on the In/Out Jazz Festival. Carter’s 
appearance marked the first time a 
New Rochellean had participated in 

Jazz In/Out, an event which attracts 
over 4,000 persons annually.  
La Rochelle provided a 4-bedroom 
apartment for Carter and his family 
and donations by the NR Chamber 
of Commerce’s Administrative 
Professional Day’s Committee, 
Business Improvement District and 
Signature Bank covered Carter’s 
transportation costs.   
   In 1688, Huguenots from La 
Rochelle founded New Rochelle 
after New York’s governor; Jacob 
Leisler (statue on North Avenue 
near Paine Cottage) purchased 
6,000 acres from the Pells. 
“Remembering La Rochelle” is part 
of the Mayor’s Sister City Initiative 
seeking to strengthen the ties across 
the Atlantic. 

Peter A. Korn is the Convenor of 
La Rochelle Sister City Initiative 

Committee

NASHVILLE, TN -- Country 
music duo Montgomery Gentry 
will lend their support to assist in 
eradicating muscular dystrophy by 
performing on legendary comedian 
Jerry Lewis’ annual MDA Telethon 
live from Las Vegas on Sunday, 
September 2nd, 2007. 
   First broadcast over Labor Day 

Montgomery Gentry to Appear on 
Jerry Lewis MDA Telethon

weekend in 1966 by just one TV 
station in New York City, the 
unique event quickly caught the 
public’s attention and raised more 
than $1 million. Now the show 
will be broadcast on “190 MDA 
Love Network” stations across the 
country. 
   For more information or to find 

your local station, please visit www.
mdausa.org/telethon.
Montgomery Gentry is currently 
touring throughout the country and 
promoting their latest album, Some 
People Change. Their latest single, 
“What Do Ya Think About That” 
is currently climbing the country 
music charts.

http://donwise.com
http://www.sildajazz.no/english
http://www.sildajazz.no/english
mailto:HAPNY@hotmail.com
http://www.mdausa.org/telethon
http://www.mdausa.org/telethon
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Taxpayers coming to City Hall must 
take a lunch hour or time off from 
work to pay taxes or parking tickets 
and they are obviously bound by 
time constraints that are not an issue 
with most government officials.  

Public Parking for a 
Growing City

   At the very least, these assigned 
spaces should be relegated to the 
lower recesses of the structure to 
free up the more accessible spaces 
to the public and rank and file 
employees.  

Direct inquiries to Joan Gronowski by directing email to joanieg55@
gmail.com, or call 914.476.6506.

A full list of assigned parking spaces follows:

Face It - Elder Abuse Happens

YONKERS, NY -- Larry Sykes, 
candidate for City Council 1st 
District, today called for the 
establishment of a civilian 
complaint review board to properly 
address community complaints of 
police brutality.
   Sykes stated “ Rightly or wrongly, 
perception is just as important 
as reality; and the community 
perceives the police as being too 
quick to use excessive force, abuse 
their authority, and use offensive 
language involving racial or ethnic 
slurs.”
    “The Mayor’s and Pat McDow’s 
silence on the issue is deafening” 
Sykes said.  
Sykes further stated that the first 
step to improving police community 
relations is for this administration 

Sykes Calls for Civilian Complaint Review Board
Mayor and McDow Silent on Police Brutality

and the Mayor to acknowledge that 
there is a problem.  
   “There are a lot of good cops in 
the police force of over 600 officers. 
However, it is unfortunate that a 
few rotten ones are being shielded.  
For example, the officer who was 
recently overheard using the N-
word should have been summarily 
fired to make it clear that there 
is zero tolerance for use of such 
language while on the job instead 
of referring the matter to IA.” 
   “As far as the community is 
concerned, Internal Affairs lacks 
legitimacy, and I believe that will 
persist unless some sort of citizen 
oversight is established.”  
Sykes added, “I commend 
Commissioner Hartnett in his 
efforts so far, to improve police 

community relations. However, 
it is not enough to restructure the 
Internal Affairs Division to make it 
more accessible for civilians to file 
complaints. The perception persists 
that the cops will not investigate 
other cops.” 
   Noting that a recent article in the 
FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin 
stated that many law enforcement 
administrators have found that 
review boards can benefit a police 
agency by bettering its image with 
the community; enhancing its ability 
to police itself; and improving its 
policies and procedures, Sykes 
has called for the creation of task 
force by the Mayor consisting of 
community, business, and religious 
leaders as well as youth, with the 
objective of establishing the review 

board.    
   The board should include police 
representation and have the power 
to issue subpoenas as part of its 
investigative authority. The board 
should consist of seven members; 
4 appointed by the Mayor and 3 
appointed by the City Council. 
“Almost 80 percent of the largest 
cities in the United States have 
adopted some form of civilian 
review,” noted Sykes. “Why should 
Yonkers be any different?  Safer 
streets require cooperation between 
the police and community. The 
review board in the long run will 
improve community and police 
relations and increase public safety; 
the goal of both the police and 
community,” concluded Sykes. 

   Go to Phil Amicone’s Website and 
you’ll see it in black and white.
   According to the Mayor, “Yonkers 
public schools are rapidly improving 
with higher test scores and greater 
accountability.”
   Unfortunately, what Mayor 
Amicone says is a bold faced lie.
   According to the New York Times, 
school test scores have dropped by 
double digits in the Yonkers School 
System.  
In an article on June 24, 2007, the 
Times says: 
 “Fourth-grade math scores in 13 
of the district’s 29 grade schools 
fell more than 16 points…”
 “On the fourth-grade math test, 
the five biggest decreases in the 
state were in Yonkers schools.”  
On May 23 of this year, the New 
York Times ran a story on the dismal 
performance of Yonkers students on 
state English tests:
“Of New York State’s five largest 
school systems, Yonkers was 
the only one whose students 
performed worse this year than 
last on the state’s standardized 
English tests even as test scores 
rose statewide…”
   Declining test scores are only 

Crisis in Our Schools is Hurting Property Values 
By Vincenza Restiano

part of the problem.  Under Mayor 
Amicone’s watch, we’ve seen the 
worst cheating scandal in Yonkers 
history.  The 
State Education 
D e p a r t m e n t 
i n v a l i d a t e d 
test results at 
two Yonkers 
Schools last year 
amid reports 
of wide-spread 
cheating.  The 
City’s Inspector 
G e n e r a l 
concluded that 
teachers or 
administrators 
had tampered 
with results at 
four different 
s c h o o l s .  
According to News 12 Westchester, 
“…state achievement exam answers 
were altered in 11 classrooms at 
four Yonkers public schools.”
   When asked why test results 
declined, the Schools Superintendent 
said “that teachers and 
administrators shied away from real 
involvement in the administration of 
the test.”  In other words, they were 

afraid to help students with their 
answers after word spread around 
the school system that investigators 

were looking 
into reports of 
cheating.
   Amid a 
cheating scandal 
and double digit 
declines in test 
scores, what is 
it that compels 
the Mayor 
to claim that 
‘public schools 
are rapidly 
improving with 
higher test scores 
and greater 
accountability’?  
   I’ll leave it 
to the Mayor to 

explain his obvious prevarication.
   There are however, serious 
consequences that affect every 
homeowner in Yonkers, even if they 
don’t have children in the public 
school system.
   When schools fail, property values 
decline; robbing homeowners of 
their equity and money needed 
for retirement, their children and 

financial emergencies.
   It’s bad enough that the sub-prime 
lending crisis has depressed real 
estate values in Yonkers.  Mayor 
Amicone’s refusal to acknowledge 
the problems in our schools or do 
anything about it is making the 
problem even worse.  
   That isn’t leadership.  And lying 
about it or ducking responsibility 
isn’t going to fix the problem.
   Yonkers needs a Mayor who 
will accept responsibility for the 
performance of our schools, one 
who will appoint a school board 
accountable to parents, taxpayers 
and homeowners, and one who will 
make heads roll when the system 
fails.
   I will.  
   It’s time we had a Mayor who 
believes in neighborhood schools 
(three were built when I was 
President of the City Council), time 
we had a Mayor who will welcome 
public charter schools to Yonkers, 
and time we had a Mayor who 
understands that good schools are 
vital to protecting property values.  
   I do.

YONKERS, NY -- Raymond 
Galinski, a Yonkers Democrat 
running for City Council in the 
Third District, is calling upon 
Westchester County to complete 
the paving of the South County 
Trailway in central Yonkers, from 
Redmond Field to Tuckahoe Road, 
an area approximately two miles 
long. This project would link over 
twelve miles of the trail from Van 

Galinski Calls for the Paving of the Missing Link of 
South County Trailway

Cortlandt Park in The Bronx to 
Route 119 in Elmsford, NY.
   According to Galinski, “Yonkers is 
one of the region’s best kept-secrets 
– a great place to live and raise a 
family.  We need to keep it that way 
by insuring that we pay attention to 
recreational facilities.  In addition 
to our parks and ball fields, I want 
to see the timely completion of the 
South County Trailway linking our 
City to the growing network of 
Westchester County greenways that 
provide recreational opportunities 
for bikers, runners and those just out 
for a stroll.”  The unpaved portion 
of the trail is also a safety issue. 
“People using the path, including 
those with young children, should 
not be forced onto dangerous roads 
to continue on the trail,” Galinski 
continued.  
   “Completing the South County 
Trailway will connect our city with 
a greenway that runs all the way into 
Putnam County.  It’s great to have 
access to these kinds of recreational 
facilities,” Galinski added.  Yonkers 
Bike Club member Jane Barker who 

lives in the Third Council District 
praised Galinski for his efforts.  
“There are so many beautiful areas 
in Yonkers, including the South 
County Trailway, but more needs 
to be done to maintain the trail so 
that it is accessible to the public--
bicyclists and pedestrians alike. I 
am happy that Ray Galinski sees 
this as an important quality of life 
issue for the people of Yonkers,” 

stated Barker.
   Noting that the unpaved portion 
of the trail is overgrown with 
weeds and is an inviting place 
for undesirable activity such as 
illegal dumping, vandalism and 
graffiti, Galinski pointed out that 
the completion of the trail would 
enhance the beauty and safety of 
the area.  According to the Rails 
to Trail Conservancy, “An unused, 
overgrown and isolated railroad 
corridor is far more likely to attract 
this kind of criminal activity than 
a well-used and maintained trail 
with clear rules and regulations 
governing the use of the corridor.”
   A former member of the Tuc-
Loc Civic Association and the 
First Precinct Community Council, 
Galinski has been involved with 
quality of life issues for many 
years. 

For further information, call 
Galinski for City Council at 

914-275-5830 or direct email to 
galinskiforcouncil@yahoo.com.

published twice in the Pennysaver, 
and also available at the Ossining 
Community Center, the Ossining 
Municipal Building, and at the 
GO-TV studio.  The results of the 
survey are as follows: 
40% of the public prefer the new 
Ossining Library for GO-TV’s new 
location, while almost 18% want a 
downtown Ossining storefront site.
• 38% of the public believe GO-
TV’s primary source of funding 
should come from Cablevision, 
while almost 26% favor support by 
the local government.
• 50% of those surveyed say 
weeknights, from 5 to 10 p.m., is 
the best time slot for them to use 
GO-TV’s studios.
• 42% say coverage of local events 
is the most important task for GO-
TV.
    “The public has spoken, and 
we’ve already started to pursue 
several downtown locations as 
possibilities,” said Joel Greenbaum, 
Chairman of the GO-TV Board of 
Directors.  “The biggest problem 
we have now is financing a new 
location.” 
   GO-TV, which has been struggling 

to stay alive for the past few years, 
is now faced with the prospect of 
paying up to $24,000 a year in rent.  
Currently, the station is funded 
by a $40,000 annual stipend by 
Cablevision and approximately 
$15,000 from the Village and Town 
of Ossining for video coverage of 
their board meetings.  GO-TV also 
receives small donations from local 
merchants and individuals.   
   However, unlike many other 
public access TV stations across 
Westchester, GO-TV receives 
no monies from the Cablevision 
Franchise Fees collected by 
municipalities in which Cablevision 
operates.  Most other communities, 
such as New Castle, Pleasantville, 
Rye, Larchmont, Mamaroneck, 
Greenburgh, Scarsdale, and White 
Plains, distribute either all or part 
of those Franchise Fees to their 
local public access stations.  Most 
other Westchester public access 
stations also have full time studio 
managers. 
   “Right now, we’re running two 
television stations – public and 
government access – with part-time 
staff and outdated equipment, much 
of it in disrepair,” added Greenbaum.  

“The fact that we manage to operate 
at all, and retain such a dedicated 
staff, is itself amazing.” 
GO-TV continues to solicit 
donations from individuals and 
companies located in or doing 
business in the Ossining area.  Any 
person or business who would 
like to help GO-TV finance its 
new location, please contact Mary 
T. Prenon at (914) 552-0983 or 
via email at creativewriterpr@
yahoo.com.  All donations are tax 
deductible. 

GO-TV, a 501-3C non-profit 
organization, broadcasts public 

access on Channel 74, and 
government access on Channel 78.  
Now in its 10th year of operation, 

GO-TV serves the Village and 
Town of Ossining, Briarcliff Manor, 

Tarrytown, Sleepy Hollow, and 
parts of Chappaqua, Pleasantville, 

Valhalla and Mount Pleasant.   

Greater Ossining TV:
Homeless by Year’s End

From Page 1
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DON’T JOIN US – 
IF YOU ARE

HAPPY IN YOUR SYNANGOGUE
BUT … if you are looking for a congregation

which cares more about:

Your mind than your money,
Jewish learning than Jewish labels,

prayer, than politics … 

Come To The Flame Service

We are strongly Jewish and believe in
focusing on important things – 

Our tradition, our families and Israel.
_________

Come to our FREE
HIGH HOLIDAY SERVICES in New Rochelle

Which encourage questions and discussion,
Featured in

CBS-TV, the New York Times, the Jewish Week and Gannett

For reservations call
Rabbi Hoffman at (212) 872-9216 or 914-636-5289

We also offer classes and Bar Mitzvahs for kids and adults
The Flame … Services with Smiles

 Presents 
Live,  Irelands No. 1 Ballad Group 

Dublin City Ramblers
Half Way to St. Patrick’s Day Concert Tour 

Friday, September 7, 2007 ~ 7 p. m 
The Tara Circle -  Foxfire Auditorium 

1097 North Broadway, Yonkers New, York 
$30 dollars includes 2 beverages 

No reserved seating, tickets & seats are first come first served 

Yonkers Firefighters Pipers • Blackthorne Pipers 

To Purchase Tickets & For Information Contact:
Dolores Egan: 914-969-2851, 914-330-4924

Kathleen McDonald: 914- 591-5542
Mary Creaven: 914-830-0680

Directions to Tara Circle: 
Take the Saw Mill Parkway to Exit 9- Executive Blvd., Yonkers. 

Go up the hill to North Broadway traffic light. Turn left.....then right at first 
entrance.  It is marked Foxfire School.

YONKERS, NY -- The upcoming 
meeting of the Crestwood Historical 
Society will highlight Crestwood’s 
original settlers, the Native 
Americans who camped there and 
in much of these eastern states. 
Historian David M. Oestreicher 
will present a talk and slide show.
    The meeting will take place 
on Saturday, September 8th, at 
the usual venue, The Crestwood 
Library,located on Thompson Street. 
Refreshments will be made available 
at 10:00 am, and Mr. Oestreicher 
will open his presentation at 10:30. 
   The Lenape and their heritage 

Crestwood Historical Society News
has been an interest of David 
Oestreicher’s for many years.  From 
the age of 17, he lived intermittently 
among the Lenape Indians of 
Oklahoma and Ontario, recording 
their language and customs from the 
last traditional elders.  He is curator 
of the award-winning exhibition 
In Search of the Lenape: The 
Delaware Indians Past and Present.  
His dissertation exposed the Walam 
Olum, believed by many to be an 
authentic Lenape Indian migration 
epic, as a hoax perpetrated by 
Constantine S. Rafinesque (1773-
1840).  His writings have appeared 

in leading scholarly journals and 
books and he completed the final 
portion of the late Herbet C. Kraft’s 
The Lenape/Delaware Indian 
Heritage: 10,000B.C. – 2000 A.D., 
a book scholars hail as a seminal 
work on the Lenape.  Oestreicher 
holds a master’s degree in Hebraic 
Studies from New York University 
and a master’s degree and doctorate 
in anthropology from Rutgers 
University.

There is no admission fee and 
everyone is welcome.

SCARSDALE, NY -- The 
Scarsdale Woman’s Club – Garden 
Section will host Darrell Trout at 
their Opening Tea Lecture, at the 
Scarsdale Woman’s Club, located 
at 37 Drake Road, in Scarsdale, 
NY, on September 7th, 2007, at 2:00 
pm.
   Speaker Darrell Trout, formerly 
coordinator of gardening courses 
at the New York Botanical Garden, 
has appeared on radio and televison, 

Creating a Country 
Garden

including appearances on Martha 
Stewart Living.
   Darrell Trout’s first book, 
“Country Garden Planner” was 
published in October 1998; his 
second book, “Kitchen Garden 
Planner” published in March 1999, 
won a Quill and Trowel Award from 
the Garden Writers of America. 
All are welcome.

  Next to television, the two  
electronic devices that 
probably influenced Boomers 
most were the record player and 
the transistor radio. And frequently, 
both broadcast the same sounds.
    The transistor radio provided 
a portable listening device that 
Boomers could carry anywhere...
to a beach, to a picnic, or on any 
kind of outing. The transistor radio 
ran on batteries, and received music 
from multiple stations. Many AM 
and FM stations of the 50’s, 60’s, 
and 70’s carried “top 40” music 
hits.
    Boomers listened to the radio, 
heard songs they loved, then went 
to record stores to buy hit singles or 
albums. They brought those records 
home to play on their hi-fis, stereos, 
or record players. 

If you are a Baby Boomer, Rix 
needs your help! Please e-mail 
your answer to the following 

question to rixquinn@charter.net: 
“What is the best part of being a 

Baby Boomer?”

Baby 
Boomers

By Rix Quinn

EASTCHESTER, NY -- Rockland 
County District Attorney Michael 
Bongiorno, Harrison Police Chief 
David Hall and Westchester County 
Commissioner/Sheriff Thomas 
Belfiore visited a pre-kindergarten 
program at the Eastchester Child
Development Center in Westchester 
today to urge school officials to 
apply for pre-Kindergarten grants 
before the application deadline 
passes. While there, the law 
enforcement leaders sat down with 
a class of pre-kindergarten age child 
and read them the story, “Officer 
Buckle and Gloria.”
   DA Bongiorno. Chief Hall, and 
Commissioner/Sheriff Belfiore are 
all members of
FIGHT CRIME: INVEST IN KIDS 
NEW YORK, a bipartisan anti-crime 
organization of 300- plus police 
chiefs, sheriffs, district attorneys, 
other law enforcement leaders and 
violence survivors. It is part of a 
national organization of more than 
3,000 law enforcement members. 
Meredith Wiley, state director of 
FIGHT CRIME: INVEST IN KIDS 
NEW YORK, joined the members 
during their visit.
   Bongiorno, Hall and Belfiore said 
high quality pre-kindergarten not 
only prepares children to succeed 

Law Enforcement Weigh-in on Unused Pre-K Funding
Programs Are Proven to Prevent Future Crime and Save Taxpayers Money

L to R - Westchester County Commissioner/Sheriff Thomas Belfiore, 
Rockland County District Attorney Michael Bongiorno, Harrison Police 

Chief David Hall, and Officer Jones from the Orange County  
Sheriff’s Office.

in school, it also prevents crime, 
saves New York state residents 
taxpayers money and is good for 
the economy.
   Governor Spitzer and the 
Legislature added a total of $146 
million for preschool in this year’s 
budget in the first year of an intended 
multi-year expansion. Spitzer has 
made providing preschool to all 

four-year-olds within four years 
a priority. The money has already 
been allocated on a district-by 
district basis, but each school 
district must apply for the funds. 
Winn and Ryan urged each school 
district to apply for the new money 
that has been allocated on a district-
by-district basis for this year.
   Bongiorno said a long-term study 

of the High/Scope Perry Preschool 
in Michigan found that at-risk kids 
excluded from the program were 
five times more likely to grow up to 
become chronic lawbreakers than 
those who attended the program.
   By age 40, those left out of the 
Perry Preschool Program were 
twice as likely to have been arrested 
for violent crimes, four times more 
likely to have been arrested for 
drug felonies, and seven times more 
likely to have been arrested for 
possession of drugs than those who 
attended the program. “Stopping 
crime does NOT just mean catching 
criminals and keeping them locked 
up,” Bongiorno said. 
   “But public safety is best served 
by stopping crime before it starts. 
The evidence is clear that kids who 
get the right start in school are less 
likely to end up on the wrong side 
of the law.” Belfiore said although 
the money has been specifically 
allocated to several school districts 
in the Albany area, the funds would 
go to waste unless the districts apply 
for them and that law enforcement 
officials are willing to work with 
school officials to help eligible 
school districts take full advantage 
of the funds.
   “Our jails are full of men and 

women who did not get off to a 
good start in life,” Belfiore said. 
“We have a real opportunity to 
make a difference for thousands of 
New York’s children. It would be a 
real shame to walk away and leave 
the money on the table because the 
truth is that we either get our act 
together now or pay later. We either 
pay now or pay later -- either way 
we’ll all pay.”
   Bongiorno said he found the 
situation ironic, since for years, law 
enforcement leaders have fought to 
prevent budget cuts to pre-K and 
begged for increased funding and 
now that there is new money for 
pre-K programs, there is a danger 
school officials won’t apply for it.
   According to FIGHT CRIME: 
INVEST IN KIDS NEW YORK 
State Director, Meredith Wiley, “ 
several school districts in the Mid-
Hudson region have yet to apply for 
pre-k funds that have already been 
allocated, leaving over $10 million 
on the table that could otherwise 
help get hundreds of kids on track 
for school success and help prevent 
crime in the along run.”
   “High quality preschool is a 
remarkable investment,” Bongiorno 
said. “It improves the long-term 
educational and economic prospects 

of children as they grow into adults 
and more than pays for itself in 
the long run. It is a relatively 
small investment that pays big 
dividends.”
   Fight Crime: Invest in Kids New 
York has more than 300 police 
chiefs, sheriffs, district attorneys, 
other law enforcement leaders, and 
violence survivors as members. It is 
part of the national FIGHT CRIME: 
INVEST IN KIDS organization of 
more than 3,000 law enforcement 
members.

The Gan 
Program 

is the 
Beginning 
of a Jewish 
Education

 
 DOBBS FERRY, NY -- The 
Religious School of the Greenburgh 
Hebrew Center is currently 
accepting enrollment for classes 
beginning with Kindergarten age all 
the way up to High School. The Gan 
(Kindergarten) tuition is a special 
low rate of only $180 per year for 
the first year of enrollment.  The 
Gan class meets on Sundays for 2 
hours and follows the public school 
calendar.  The Gan class provides a 
strong educational base in Hebrew 
language, Jewish customs, holidays, 
and values. The children also learn 
many Hebrew songs and Hebrew 
words.  
    The Greenburgh Hebrew Center 
is a conservative synagogue and 
has daily services that are spirited, 
egalitarian and participatory.  The 
membership is a friendly and 
welcoming community.  

Call the school office at 914-693-
5121 for more information and 
to request an application. The 

Website address is www.g-h-c.org.  

KATONAH, NY --- The launch of 
the Girls’ School at The Montfort 
Academy will be celebrated with 
ceremonies on Thursday, September 
6, starting at 9:30 AM. The event, to 
be held at the school at 99 Valley 
Road in Katonah, is open to the 
public and all are welcome to attend. 
Refreshments will be served. 
   Announced in January, the new 
high school 
program for 
girls will 
mirror the 
c l a s s i c a l 
curriculum and 
p h i l o s o p h y 
of the boys’ 
p r o g r a m , 
w h i l e 
mainta in ing 
the single-sex 
c l a s s r o o m 
environment 
for both. With 
this move, Montfort will become 
the only Catholic school in the 
New York Archdiocese to offer co-
institutional education, meaning 
that the school is separated into two, 
single-sex educational divisions. 
   A typical day at The Montfort 
Academy consists of 9 forty-five 
minute class periods that include 
the sciences; mathematics; classical 
languages (Latin or Greek) as well 
as Spanish, French and Italian; 

The Montfort Academy 
Girls’ School to Open 

with Ceremonies

English (grammar, logic, rhetoric 
and debate); Literature; Geography; 
History; Religion; Philosophy; 
Computers; Heath; and Physical 
Education. Service is at the core of 
the Montfort education. 
   “When we talk about excellence 
and virtue, we mean loving God by 
developing the gifts he’s given us 
to serve others,” says President Lt. 

Col. David 
P e t r i l l o . 
“The mark of 
Montfort men 
and women is 
that they see 
themselves as 
responsible 
for the well-
being of 
others and 
are willing 
to develop 
and exploit 
their talents 

to serve his family, community, 
country, and world.” 
For more information about The 
Montfort Academy, call (914) 767-
0325, or visit on the web at www.
themontfortacademy.org.

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- After 
meeting with a group of Yorktown 
teens and their Moms who asked 
for his help in making their dream 
of a local skate park come true, 
Westchester County Legislator 
Michael B. Kaplowitz (D-I-WF, 
Somers), chairman of the County 
Board’s Budget & Appropriations 
Committee, not only listened, but 
delivered. 
   “It was really a pleasure to work 
with this group,” said Kaplowitz, 
who also recently delivered a 
record-setting $6 million to his 
Northern Westchester district for 
two brand new ball fields.  “These 
kids, along with their Moms, 
really did their homework.  This 
is a great example of how getting 
involved and working with your 
representatives in government can 
really make things happen.”
    The vote to approve the funding 
for the skate park took place at a 
special meeting of the Board of 
Legislators on Monday, August 
20, 2007.  The measure was passed 
unanimously. 
   Linda Gironda, the leader 
of the group which has named 
themselves Concerned Citizens for 
Safe Skateboarding in Yorktown 
(CCSSY), said she could not “thank 

Kaplowitz Proposal for New Park in 
Yorktown Skates through Legislature 

Yorktown to Get $250,000 in Legacy Program Funds for New  
Skate Park

Legislator Mike Kaplowitz and 
the County enough for providing 
the Legacy funding for the teens.  
This is an opportunity to provide 
diversified recreational sports for 
not only these Yorktown kids, but 
for kids throughout Westchester 
County,” Gironda said. 
   Tommy Beyrer, a junior at 
Yorktown High School and an avid 
skate boarder said, “It’s been a great 
experience to work with my friends 
and the government.  Especially 
Legislator Kaplowitz, because he 
worked hard and taught us a lot 
about the process.  If it wasn’t for 
Mr. Kaplowitz, this never would 
have happened.  He’s really a cool 
guy.” 
   Kaplowitz also credited the 
project’s success to fellow lawmaker 
George Oros (R,C – Cortlandt), 
who Kaplowitz said was very 
supportive from the beginning.  “I 
want to thank Legislator Oros for 
his assistance.  His support was key 
in making this skate park a reality.” 
   Oros, the Legislature’s Minority 
Leader, gave kudos to Kaplowitz 
as well.  “I commend Legislator 
Kaplowitz, because he really did 
jump on this when these kids came 
forward with the proposal, and was 
able to move it along very quickly,” 
said Oros during the Board meeting 
on Monday.   
   The kids and their Moms thanked 
Legislator Oros as well for his 
support. 

   The $250K will come from the 
County’s popular Legacy Program 
– an initiative started in 2001 to 
address the shortage of active 
recreation areas in Westchester. 
Legacy money enables local 
municipalities to acquire land 
and/or construct new or enhance 
existing recreational facilities. In 
exchange, the local municipality 
agrees to be responsible for the 
operation, maintenance, scheduling 
and security of the new complex.
   The new “Patriot Skate Park” will 
be located next to Yorktown Town 
Hall and will consist of a 65’ x 120’ 
modular skate park, requiring 7,800 
square feet of blacktop and crushed 
stone.   
   Kaplowitz noted that since the 
park is being funded by the Legacy 
Program, it will be open to all 
Westchester residents. 
   Kaplowitz thanked Westchester 
County Executive Andy Spano and 
the County’s Planning and Parks 
Departments for their hard work 
and support, particularly Assistant 
Parks Commissioner Peter Neglia, 
who oversees the Legacy Program. 
   Kaplowitz also thanked Yorktown 
Town Councilmembers Matt Metz 
and Lou Campisi, along with Town 
Clerk Alice Roker and Yorktown 
Parks Department staff for their 

assistance.   

mailto:rixquinn@charter.net
http://www.g-h-c.org
http://www.themontfortacademy.org
http://www.themontfortacademy.org
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Government

his representatives are offering 100 
Pondfield Road for sale. 
   Mr. Green had received a limited 
number of variances from the 
Village Planning Board to convert 
the structure into a combination 
home/office.  Those variance 
requests that were denied included 
a rooftop pool and others are now 
subject to on-going litigation with 
the Village. 
   Village Trustees, the Village 
Administrator and I were offered 
the opportunity to tour the building 
last week to gauge Village interest 
in the structure.  Like most of you, 
we walk by 100 Pondfield Road 
nearly every day, yet have no idea 
of the condition or configuration of 
the interior.  The building has three 
floors with an expansive rooftop 
providing beautiful views of the 
Village and beyond.  
   The entrance floor consists of an 
enclosed office and open space, 
presumably for the loading and 
unloading of trucks during its past 
use.  There is also a very antiquated 
but functioning elevator large 
enough to transport a standard sized 
auto from floor to floor.  Much of 
the space is currently used to house 
the current owner’s antique car 
collection.  The second and third 
floors contain rows of fire proof 
storage rooms, now empty but still 
displaying the names of the former 
owners of the bins.  The treasure 
trove of history that must have been 
in those now empty rooms! 
   The building is constructed with 
concrete block.  Asbestos on the 
roof and around the piping has 
recently been abated.  The entire 
complex covers approximately 
12,500 square feet and is built right 
up to the lot lines.  The biggest 
drawback to the property is the lack 
of a second avenue of egress.  The 
property fronts on the small shared 

Morgan Manhattan Moving and Storage
From Page 3 alleyway between Studio One Hair 

Salon and the Wine Emporium 
and the rear abuts the parking lot 
owned by the A&P with no current 
easement rights.  It is a very tight fit 
on all corners of the property. 
   Mr. Green’s representatives are 
contacting developers as well as 
the Village to preview the site.  The 
limited variances 
approved by the Village Planning 
Board would run with the property 
to the next owner.  Any further 
modifications would require a new 
cycle of full Planning and Zoning 
Board review. 
   On first blush, the Trustees believe 
parking would be the highest 
and best use of this property.    
Approximately 45 spaces would 
be gained if the structure was 
demolished and surface parking 
without decking was created.  
However, demolition would be 
neither easy nor inexpensive due to 
the need to protect all the properties 
in close proximity.  We currently 
have no information as to the 
possible costs associated with the 
transformation of the current space 
either into parking or retail use.  We 
are only in the fact finding stage and 
have no information about possible 
purchasers of the property.  We are 
seeking your thoughts on how this 
property might be used in view of 
the long term best interest of the 
Village. 
   This building is a one of a 
kind.  Quite arguably a large 
white elephant in the center of our 
business district.  Future use will 
significantly affect the character of 
our streetscape. 
   To that end, we are soliciting 
residents’ views, creative solutions, 
or ideas for public-private 
partnership to optimize the use of 
100 Pondfield Road going forward.  
Please share your thoughts.

Mayor’s Column

• 1942 – Army Corps of Engineers 
did a preliminary study of the 
conditions at the river and 
determined that Federal funding 
would not be forthcoming because 
cost exceeded the benefits. 
• 1945 – Westchester County report 
determined that flooding around 
the school could not be controlled 
unless the water level in the river 
was lowered.  The solution was an 
18,000 foot diversion tunnel to the 
Hudson River or in the alternative 
a system of levees and dykes at a 
1945 cost of $1 million. 
• 1959 – Former Elementary 
School Principal, Julia Markham, 
discussed the flooding problem 
at the school in the Review Press 
Reporter, noting that the lower floor 
sometimes had water a foot deep 
and the playground was rendered 
unusable for months. 
• 1961 – Westchester County Parks 
Commission studied the problem 
and recommended clearing all 
blockages in the Bronx River and 
the construction of cement berms. 
• 1979 – the Army Corps of 
Engineers studied the problem yet 
again and recommended a series of 
levees and flood walls at the river’s 
edge. 
• 1999 – Frasier Engineering 
recommended a pumping station 
scenario. 
• 2000 – Parsons Brinckerhoff 
Engineers concluded the pumping 
option suggested by Frasier 
Engineering should be considered 
only if other alternatives such as 
detention basins and pipe diameter 
increases proved infeasible. 
   Many of the studies also advocated 
a coordinated dredging of the Bronx 
River though noting the lengthy 
time frame and environmental 
approvals involved. 
• 2007 – Folchetti & Associates 
Engineering just released a final 
report recommending a combination 

Village’s Flooding Issues
of collection basins and pumping at 
a cost of $6 - $8 million.  (A copy 
of the study is available for review 
at Village Hall and the Bronxville 
Library) 
   Any adoption of the Folchetti 
& Associates recommendation 
would require a backwater study 
of the effect of increased pumping 
on those living upstream and 
downstream of the pump discharge 
site.  The Village would not consider 
any plan that remediated one site 
in the Village to the detriment of 
other village neighborhoods.  Also, 
given the cost of such a plan, the 
Village would require at least one 
“second opinion” to weigh the 
capital, construction and operations 
and maintenance costs for any 
alternatives to determine what is 
the most economically feasible and 
viable solution. 
   The replacement of green space 
with pavement and building, 
combined with the naturally 
occurring changes to the Bronx 
River such as sedimentation, has 
only exacerbated the flooding 
problems.  In addition, to the areas 
such as the School property, Garden 
Avenue and Paxton Avenue and 
Parkway Road that see flooding 
on a regular basis, other areas have 
become flood prone including 
Sherman Avenue, Alder Lane, Field 
Court and Bolton Gardens. 
   The Board of Trustees is 
committed to finding a workable 
solution as it is quite evident the 
flooding problem is only getting 
worse and inaction is now simply 
not an option.

Special Meeting of the Village of Bronxville Board of Trustees 
September 4, 2007

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Board of Trustees, Village of Bronxville, will hold a Special Meeting in the Board of Trustees 
Room in the Village Hall located at 200 Pondfield Road, Bronxville, New York on September 4, 2007 at 6:30 P.M. where they will 

meet as the Board of Police Commissioners for the purpose of a disciplinary hearing regarding a police officer.
   The Board of Trustees will then adjourn the meeting and go into an Executive Session to discuss other police personnel matters  

including filling vacancies and considering promotions.
   For further information, please call Village Hall at (914) 337-6500.

Harold Porr III
Village Administrator/Clerk

YONKERS, NY -- Yonkers 
waterfront 2009 - The sun is setting 
and the orchestra is tuning up as 
hundreds of people take their seats 
for an evening performance at the 
new Hudson River Amphitheatre 
cut into the hillside of Trevor 
Park. Hundreds more stroll along 
the waterfront on the pedestrian 
“Riverwalk” headed for the train 
home or to the parking structure 
after a beautiful day of kayaking, 
hiking, biking, fishing, picnicking 
or visiting the Hudson River 
Museum.
    This shared vision of a revitalized 
Yonkers waterfront was unveiled 
last week as Westchester County 
Executive Andy Spano announced 
a proposal to spend $7.5 million 
in county funds on various 
projects that would complement 
a city redevelopment plan for 
the JFK Marina off Warburton 
Avenue. The plans would include 
an amphitheater at Trevor Park, 
parking, improvements to JFK 
Memorial Drive and new sections of 
“RiverWalk,” Andy Spano’s vision 
for a 46-mile pedestrian walkway 
from Yonkers to the Putnam County 
line.
     “We are here today with the 
Mayor of Yonkers and members 
of the Board of Legislators to 
announce a shared vision for the 
Yonkers waterfront,’’ said Andy 
Spano. “We all want one thing – a 
vital, bustling waterfront where the 
public has access to open space 
along the river, a place that attracts 
tourism and with it economic 
development dollars that will make 
for a stronger city and county.’’
   Yonkers Mayor Philip Amicone 
said, “In the not too distant future, 
Yonkers and other Westchester 
residents will be able to walk 
or bike from The Bronx all the 
way to Hastings along Yonkers’ 
Hudson River waterfront. That’s 
because the County Executive and 
I share a vision for a continuous 
esplanade that will run the length 
of the Hudson through Westchester 
County and all its Rivertowns. 
Today’s announcement is a huge 
step forward toward realizing that 
vision and I want to thank the 
county for its commitment to the 
people of Yonkers.’’
   County Legislator Ken Jenkins 
(D, Yonkers), chair of the County 
Board’s Parks Committee, noted 
how appropriate it was that 
the completion of the marina’s 
redevelopment would coincide 
with the 2009 celebration of the 

Andy Spano 
Proposes Funding for 
Yonkers Waterfront 

Redevelopment
Hudson River Quadricentennial 
commemorating Henry Hudson’s 
arrival in 1609.  
   “The marina’s redevelopment 
will reclaim this beautiful section 
of the Hudson River waterfront 
for the people of Yonkers and 
Westchester to enjoy, as they once 
did, before the river was taken over 
by industry,” said Jenkins. “I can’t 
think of a better way to honor the 
Hudson River’s discovery than to 
re-discover the river’s scenic beauty 
and grandeur.”  
   The county funded portion of 
the plan would include a “Hudson 
River Amphitheatre” that would be 
built into the hillside in the City’s 
Trevor Park overlooking the marina 
and the Hudson River. It would 
feature an outdoor performance 
space that would seat up to 350 
people for musical performances, 
movies and community events.  
The county would also share in 
the cost of constructing a new 
150-car parking structure and pay 
for the rehabilitation of parts of 
JFK Memorial Drive to provide 
improved access to the marina 
where the city will undertake a 
range of improvements including 
a new picnic pavilion, a spray/play 
park, restrooms and a boat launch 
for canoes and kayaks. Funding for 
the County’s share of the waterfront 
redevelopment project would come 
from the county’s capital budget, 
where it was set aside earlier and 
has been awaiting a proposal from 
the City of Yonkers for its use. 
    In addition, the county would 
build new sections of “RiverWalk” 
as a gateway to the Marina as part 
of its larger plan to extend the 
pedestrian walkway.
   “The beauty of ‘RiverWalk’ is 
that it brings people together to 
enjoy the beauty of the Hudson 
River, but it also allows people to 
enjoy destinations along the way,’’ 
said Spano. 
   Funding for the “RiverWalk” 
improvements are expected to 
come from the county’s Legacy 
Program, a fund created by Spano 
to encourage the creation of open 
space and recreational facilities 
countywide. All county funding for 
the redevelopment project is subject 
to the approval of the County Board 
of Legislators. County Executive 
Spano said he plans to submit a 
legislative package and bond act to 
the County Board of Legislators in 
early October. 

WASHINGTON, DC -- “More 
than two years after we passed a 
law requiring a new siren system to 
be put in place, and more than six 
months after the original deadline, 
Entergy has announced that the 
new system is ready. Unfortunately, 
because the full set of test data 
was not submitted until yesterday, 
there was no way that the August 
24 deadline could be met. That 
is unacceptable, and I will be 
asking the DHS inspector general 
to evaluate what went wrong.  In 
addition, I urge FEMA to conduct 
a thorough review of the test data 
to ensure that the system meets 
applicable standards, as public 
safety is paramount.  Should the 
NRC find fault with Entergy’s 
actions, I would urge FEMA to 
use any enforcement flexibility 
available to them to redirect fines to 

Statement of Senator Hillary Rodham 
Clinton Concerning Entergy’s 

Continued Failure to Meet Siren 
Deadlines

Senator  Calls on FEMA Inspector General to Conduct an 
Investigation into What Went Wrong

local governments for emergency 
preparedness. I also remain 
convinced of the need to conduct 
an Independent Safety Assessment 
at Indian Point as I believe that the 
best way for Entergy to demonstrate 
its confidence in Indian Point is to 
invite independent inspectors inside 

to examine the plant alongside the 
NRC.”
    Since September 11th Senator 
Clinton has worked to push both the 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
(NRC) and Entergy to improve 
safety, security and emergency 
preparedness at the plant, including 
the siren system. Senator Clinton 
added a provision to the energy bill 
in 2005 to require Entergy to install 
a new siren system with battery 
backup in response to repeated 
failures of the Indian Point siren 
system due to a lack of backup 
power.  That provision was signed 
into law in August of 2005, and the 
NRC set a January 2007 deadline 
for having the system operational.  
Entergy applied for and received an 
extension of the deadline to April 
15th, and subsequently missed 
the deadline.  NRC fined Entergy 
$130,000 and Senator Clinton 
announced that she would sponsor 
Senate companion legislation to 
a bill to be sponsored in the U.S. 
House by Congresswoman Nita 
Lowey (D-Westchester/Rockland) 
and Congressman John Hall 
(D-Hudson Valley), that would 
steer fines levied by the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission for safety 
violations to counties surrounding 
nuclear facilities in order to assist 
them with emergency planning.    
    Senator Clinton has also 
continued to call for the NRC to 
conduct an Independent Safety 
Assessment (ISA) at Indian    
   Point and has introduced legislation 
to require an ISA at the plant. 

http://www.verizonfios.com/internet


AUGUST 30, 2007 PAGE 9WESTCHESTER TIMES TRIBUNE

Health • In Memoriam • Music • Religion • Sports • Tansportation

In Memoriam Notice   
Westchester Times Tribune publishes paid obituaries (In Memoriam) of people who have lived, worked, or have 
family in Westchester County. All notices must be received by Friday, by 12:00 Noon, for inclusion in the next 

week’s edition. Place a paid notice by directing email 
 to WTTeditor@gmail.com.

In Memoriam

MLB Suffers No Lack of Hypocrisy  
Part 2

By Diane M. Grassi

WESTCHESTER COUNTY, NY -
-  As Domestic Violence Awareness 
Month (October) nears, a local 
advocacy program is looking to 
expand support for families that 
suffer from domestic violence.  
The Mental Health Association 
of Westchester’s (MHA) Family 
Abuse Court Services (FACS) is 
looking for volunteers to assist 
families who seek relief though the 
Family Courts system.  The FACS 
program operates on-site at all 
three Family Courts in Westchester 
County: Yonkers, White Plains, and 
New Rochelle.  
    Living with domestic violence is 
a devastating experience.  Finding 
both the courage and resources 
to escape it and move on to a safe 
and healthy life can present a 
tremendous challenge.
    The FACS program assists 
survivors of family abuse to cope 
with the fears, confusions, and 

Family Abuse Court Advocacy 
Program Seeks Volunteers 

Domestic Violence Awareness  
Month Approaches

frustration that they may experience 
while seeking court services to 
protect them and their families.  
FACS volunteers help families 
navigate the complex court process, 
discuss their options, and provide 
emotional support.  They also help 
families find needed services such 
as legal and financial assistance, 
shelters and counseling.   MHA of 
Westchester equips its volunteers 
with training and provides ongoing 
support.
    “The FACS program relies on 
community support to provide 
hope to thousands of women and 
families,” says Blanche Goodman, 
the program’s director.  “People 
are often surprised to realize just 
how great an impact they can have 
on these families’ lives.  We hope 
that Domestic Violence Awareness 
Month jump starts year round 
attention and advocacy for this 
cause.”

James Massie Wilson, 80, a 
lifelong Yonkers resident passed 
away on August 15, 2007. He was 
born on April 10, 1927 in Yonkers 
to John Proctor and Agnes Kerr 
Wilson. James graduated from the 
Saunders High School in Yonkers. 
He worked as a custodian for the 
Yonkers Board of Education for 
over 30 years, working at various 
schools in Yonkers. He married 
his loving wife Carmella (Millie) 
on October 25, 1985 in Yonkers. 
James was a member of the 
Masonic Lodge Diamond Thistle 
Lodge #555 F & AM in Tarrytown. 
He served as Past Master of the 
lodge and was active on the Degree 
team. He loved reading, listening to 
Glen Miller and Scottish music and 
being active in the Diamond Thistle 
Lodge. James is predeceased by 
his first wife Patricia Wilson and 
he is survived by his loving wife 
of 22 years Carmella “Millie” 
Wilson of Yonkers, his beloved 
children Heather Salerno, Deborah 
Samoyedny and Nan Campbell all 
of Florida, his stepchildren Millie 
Peters and her husband James of 
Yonkers, Anthony Cacciatore of 
Pleasant Valley, NY, his cherished 

five grandchildren and his adored 
five great-grandchildren. He is 
also survived by his caring brother 
and sister, John Wilson of New 
Hampshire, and Agnes Gimitter 
of Yonkers. The Family received 
friends on Saturday, August 18, 2007 
from 2-4 and 7-9 pm at the Whalen 
& Ball Funeral Home. Masonic 
Services were held at the Funeral 
Home. Interment was private at the 
convenience of the family. In lieu 
of flowers donations are asked to 
be made in James’ Memory to the 
Diamond Thistle Lodge #555, 54 
Main Street, Tarrytown, NY 10591-
3660. Whalen & Ball Funeral Home 
168 Park Ave., Yonkers 914-965-
5488 www.whalenandballfh.com

 Thomas “Buddy” F. Donahue, 
a lifelong Yonkers resident, died 
on Thursday, August 16, 2007 at 
the Hebrew Hospital and Home 
in Valhalla. He was 82 years old. 
He was born on January 19, 1925 
to Thomas and Mary Hanley 
Donahue in Yonkers, where he was 
raised and educated, graduating 
from Commerce High School. 
Mr. Donahue served his country 
proudly during World War II. He 

was a member of the 94th Infantry 
Division of the Army and was 
stationed in Germany. He was 
captured toward the end of the war 
and spent the remainder of the war 
as a prisoner of war. On February 
18, 1962, he married Eva Kirchoff 
in St. Joseph’s Church in Yonkers. 
Mrs. Donahue died March 10, 2007. 
Survivors include two daughters, 
Joan Panko, and her husband, Mark 
of Hopewell Junction, NY, and 
Margaret Clark and her husband, 
Bill, of Highland Falls, NY; two 
brothers, James Donahue of 
Yonkers, and Raymond Donahue of 
Putnam, NY, and one sister, Anne 
Clohesy of Yonkers. He is also 
survived by his three grandchildren, 
Lindsay and Daniel Panko and 
Thomas Clark. He was predeceased 
by one brother, Joseph Donohue. 
Visitation was at Whalen & Ball 
Funeral Home. Mass of Christian 
Burial was celebrated in Christ The 
King Church. Interment followed 
at St. Joseph’s Cemetery. Whalen & 
Ball Funeral Home 168 Park Ave., 
Yonkers (914)965-5488 www.
whalenandballfh.com

    Volunteers must be available 
one day per week for a one year 
commitment.  Anyone interested in 
becoming a FACS volunteer should 
contact Blanche Goodman at 914-
345-5900, ext. 245.  Anyone who 
is a victim, witness or perpetrator 
of abuse, can call MHA’s Family 
Abuse Services Hotline (914-347-
4558), which it operates with the 
Northern Westchester Shelter. 
    The Mental Health Association of 
Westchester (MHA) is the leading 
resource for mental health services 
in Westchester County.  Through 
its advocacy, education, and direct 
services, MHA meets a broad 
spectrum of needs for thousands 
of children, adults and families 
each year.  MHA’s educational 
website, www.mhawestchester.
org, provides information on 
mental health and wellness, mental 
illnesses, treatment, and services in 
Westchester and Putnam Counties.  

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- The 
award-winning Westchester Choral 
Society invites singers in all voice 
sections to join the chorus for the 
upcoming season.  Founded by 
Sarah Stewart Bowne in 1942 to 
perform Bach’s B minor Mass with 
15 singers, WCS is celebrating its 
65th season but has no intentions of 
retiring.  The Choral Society’s music 
director, Frank Nemhauser, will 
conduct auditions for prospective 
members on Thursdays, August 
30 and September 6, at the Music 
Conservatory of Westchester, 216 
Central Avenue in White Plains 
(near the County Center), where 
the chorus is in residence.  Further 
audition dates will be added as 
needed.  
    Nemhauser is Music Director of 
the Berkshire Choral Festival and 
Associate Dean at Mannes College 
of Music.  Regarding the audition 

Love to Sing in the Shower?  
Grab a Towel and Join the Westchester Choral Society!

process, Nemhauser says, “I am 
looking for quality of voice and 
the ability to read music/learn 
music.  I would like to stress that 
the audition procedure will be short 
and I am extremely kind during 
auditions.”  In addition to a Sing-In 
of Handel’s “Messiah” on Sunday, 
December 9, at 3:00 PM at the 
Music Conservatory, this season’s 
highlights will include a Sunday, 
December 2, concert of Morten 
Lauritzen’s “Lux Aeterna,” Aaron 
Copland’s “Old American Songs.” 
and Edwin Fissinger’s “O Be Joyful 
in the Lord,” and a Sunday, May 
18, concert of Johannes Brahms’ 
“Liebeslieder Waltzes,” “Nänie,” 
and “Deutsche Volkslieder.”  
The December 2 and May 18 
concerts will be at 3:00 PM at Rye 
Presbyterian Church, 882 Boston 
Post Road, Rye, NY.  
    “Choral singing is fun and 

mentally stimulating,” says WCS 
Vice President Coni Guhl, an 
administrator at the Performing 
Arts Center of Purchase College.  
“It involves watching, listening, 
reading, counting, and deep 
breathing.  It’s great to join such 
a diverse cross-section of the 
community in a wonderfully 
harmonious, aerobic activity!”
    Rehearsals are held at the 
Conservatory Tuesday evenings 
7:30-10:00 PM beginning 
September 11.  Free parking is 
available, and the Conservatory 
is fully accessible.  

For further information and to 
schedule a singer-friendly audition, 

contact WCS Administrator 
Katie Goulart at 914-761-

3900, ext. 103, or go to www.
westchesterchoralsociety.org.

DOBBS FERRY, NY -- Greenburgh 
Hebrew Center, which is 
celebrating its 60th year as a center 
of Jewish life in the Rivertowns 
and surrounding communities, has 
completed construction of a ramp 
in the synagogue’s main sanctuary.
    This ramp, which meets all 
town and government regulations, 
will enable wheelchair-bound, 
walker and cane users of all ages 
easy access to the Bimah, which 
is the raised platform in which the 
Torah is held in the Ark. Very few 
synagogues in the Westchester area 
offer this assistance. 
    The GHC building committee, 
under the leadership of Philip 

Access Ramp to the Bimah

Sassoon, analyzed different 
proposals and recommended a ramp 
as the best, quietest and simplest 

option to enable freer participation 
in services at the synagogue.  
Special thanks are due to member 
Paul Bialowas, a local architect, 
who graciously donated his time 
in creating the drawings for 
implementation, and acted as 
general contractor throughout the 
process and contacting and securing 
other contractors for the project  
    Greenburgh Hebrew Center’s 
Sisterhood supplied the major 
funding for this project. The 
carpeting of the ramp was installed 
and donated by Debbie Delucca of 
National Interiors.
For further information please call 
the GHC office at 914-693-4260.

   To date, when alternates are 
required for the 70 MLB contracted 
umpires, minor league umpires are 
called upon to pick up the slack. 
Although MLB umpires draw 
salaries ranging from a minimum 
of $87,000.00 to upwards of 
$250,000.00, minor league umpires, 
many whom have worked as much 
as many as 154 MLB games in one 
season, receive a pro-rata share of 
the minimum MLB salary. Minor 
league salaries are monthly, with a 
maximum of $3500.00 per month. 
   But are not games compromised 
when replacing MLB umpires with 
minor league umpires in a pinch? 
Especially with the use of QuesTec, 
the controversial computerized 
technology used to grade an 
umpire’s home plate ball and strike 
calls. Used since 2001, MLB has 
not made public the exact amount 
of such machines used in MLB 
stadiums. There are reports that as 
few as 13 stadiums have QuesTec 
and as many as 23 stadiums are 
equipped with it. But certainly 
not all 30 MLB stadiums have the 
systems. 
   While QuesTec has remained 
a contentious issue with MLB 
umpires as well as many MLB 
pitchers and catchers, umpires are 
graded on every game they call 
behind the plate and then evaluated 
by the Umpire Supervisor for MLB. 
Formerly former American League 
umpire, Frank Pulli, served in such 
a capacity prior to his retirement 
and now former National League 
umpire, Rich Garcia, succeeds 
Pulli.  
   But questions about the integrity 
of QuesTec remain. For example, 
the calibration of QuesTec varies 
from stadium to stadium and such 
nuances such as shadows and the 
locations of stands proximate to 
home plate can alter the placement 
of the equipment or change the end 
result of the scoring. This is noted 
with respect to curve balls and sliders 
which QuesTec cannot accurately 
discern as the ball may clip the 
corner of the plate initially but may 
end up outside of the batter’s box 
when caught by the catcher. Such 
would be scored as a strike, yet the 
umpire would correctly call it a ball.     
    Secondly, umpires are suspect 
of only one individual having full 
discretion to grade the umpires 
with use of QuesTec as he sees fit, 
and may not be an impartial judge, 
being an employee of MLB. And 
questions also remain about the 
revenue and financial arrangement 

which MLB has with QuesTec 
Systems and the monetizing of such 
arrangements which MLB to date 
refuses to disclose to its owners, 
players, or umpires. 
That brings us to Frank Pulli and 
Rich Garcia and their own histories 
with the ‘best interests of baseball’. 
In 1989, after the completion of 
investigator John Dowd’s report on 
Pete Rose’s illegal sports betting 
activity, other indiscretions arose. 
We now know, as confirmed by 
Pete Rose himself in 2004, that he 
did indeed bet on MLB as well as 
on the team he was playing for and 
managing at the time, the Cincinnati 
Reds.  

But what we did not know in 1989, 
until it was revealed some 13 years 
later in a report by the New York 
Daily News in 2002, was that then 
National League umpire Frank Pulli, 
then American League umpire, Rich 
Garcia, and then Chicago Cubs 
Manager, Don Zimmer, were found 
to have been involved in illegal 
sports betting on sports other than 
MLB, with members none other 
than the Genovese Crime Family in 
New Jersey. 
   At the time, then MLB 
Commissioner, Fay Vincent, 
disciplined Pulli and Garcia for 
associating and doing business 
with gamblers and bookmakers in 
violation of Major League Rule 21 
or “the best interests of baseball.” 
Both came forward early on when 
called upon and satisfied both 
Dowd and Vincent. “With these 
guys, there was nothing involving 
baseball in anything they did. 
Anybody who doesn’t understand 
that misses the crux of the whole 

point, said Vincent.”  
   But the aforementioned quote was 
not from 1989 but from 2002, in the 
NY Daily News report which stated 
that Pulli and Garcia were put on 
2 years of probation at the time. It 
was ultimately kept secret not by 
one Commissioner but two, when 
Bud Selig succeeded Vincent. The 
secret remained in Selig’s office 
for over 10 years and had it not 
been for Don Zimmer in his 2001 
autobiography mentioning that he 
was also reprimanded by MLB, the 
secret might still be just that. 
   Now that the ‘best interests of 
baseball’ has reared its head again 
with respect to the gambling issue in 
the NBA, that which has never been 
addressed, is why sports betting by 
MLB umpires Pulli and Garcia 
was not divulged until 2002? And 
why were both Pulli and Garcia 
then subsequently rewarded by 
Commissioner Selig by becoming 
the exclusive individuals who 
oversee the QuesTec System and 
grade umpires on their calls from 
behind the plate? And fans are also 
aware, ad nauseam, about the failed 
oversight of performance enhancing 
drugs having been used throughout 
Selig’s administration. 
   It is evident now, however, as Selig 
nears the end of his contract with 
MLB which expires in 2009, and 
paid him a salary of $14.5 million in 
2006, that he measures the success 
and integrity of MLB through eyes 
of a CEO of a Fortune 500 Company. 
He regaled at the beginning of the 
2007 season that MLB revenue for 
2006 was a resounding $5.2 billion. 
Yet, Selig’s continual foot-dragging 
on issues of concern to the fans are 
never addressed unless push comes 
to shove, such as intervention by 
the U.S. Congress or the threat 
of MLB’s losing its anti-trust 
exemption by the U.S. government.  
   But as long as MLB has benefit 
of Rule 21 to hide behind and use 
whenever it becomes convenient, 
it bears no resemblance to integrity 
whatsoever. And Commissioner 
Selig’s legacy more than likely will 
be overshadowed by how he looked 
the other way and how he may 
have forever sullied the hallowed 
records of America’s pastime in the 
process.  

Direct email to Diane M. Grassi 
at

 dgrassi@cox.net.

WASHINGTON, DC  --  As the 
Sept. 17 deadline approaches for 
calendar year filers of corporate 
returns who filed for extensions, the 
IRS urges certain corporate filers to 
be aware of their obligation to file 
electronically. 
   “We have seen significant increases 
in the number of electronically 
filed corporate returns,” said 
LMSB Commissioner Deborah M. 
Nolan. “Many large and mid-size 
corporations are required to e-file, 
but many more corporations are e-
filing voluntarily. Software and e-
filing support services have become 
readily available to all corporations 
that want to transition their tax 
filing from paper to electronic.” 
   This is the first year that certain 
“mid-size” corporations, those 
with assets between $10 million 
and $50 million, are required to 
electronically file their Forms 
1120 or 1120S. As a result, about 
12,000 mid-size corporations have 
successfully made the transition 
from filing paper returns to filing 
electronic returns so far this year.   

Corporate Use of e-File Up as 
Deadline Approaches

   The requirement to e-file now 
covers all corporations with assets 
over $10 million that file 250 or 
more returns, such as Forms W-
2 and 1099, annually. Last year, 
the requirement started for certain 
“large” corporations, those with 
assets over $50 million.  About 
15,000 large corporations e-filed 
last year. So far this year, 8,000 large 
corporations have e-filed. The IRS 
expects that, as in past years, many 
large and mid-size corporations will 
file in early September to meet the 
Sept. 17 extended filing deadline.
Although small corporations, those 
with assets less than $10 million, 
are not required to e-file, almost 
625,000 have done so this year so 

far, compared to about 400,000 at 
this time last year.
   “E-filing continues to bring 
efficiencies to the IRS by making 
data quickly available to identify 
issues that need resolution,” said 
Elvin Hedgpeth, Director, Treaty 
Administration and International 
Coordination, who is responsible 
for the electronic filing of large 
and mid-size corporations. “Many 
corporations are seeing the long 
range advantages of incorporating 
their tax filing into the electronic 
data environment that includes their 
tax and financial accounting.”  
   The growth in the area of corporate 
e-filing is the result of collaboration 
with corporate practitioner and 
technology stakeholder groups 
ensuring that systems were 
established to meet their e-filing 
needs and requirements. The IRS 
continues to provide extensive 
guidance and services to corporate 
stakeholders who are required to e-
file or choose to e-file through the 
agency’s Website, IRS.gov.

WHITE PLAINS, NY 
-- A new route that will 
cut in half the travel 
time on an existing 
express bus route 
between Mount Vernon 
and the Westchester 
Medical Center 
will begin Tuesday, 
September 4 – the day 
after Labor Day.  
   Instead of traveling 
along White Plains 
Post Road like Routes 
40 and 41 which also 
serve the two locations, the new 
Bee-Line Route 43 “Super Express” 
will travel on the Cross County 
and Sprain Brook Parkways on 
weekdays to reduce the Mt. Vernon 
commute from about an hour’s 
duration to 30 minutes.  The route 
will also pick up passengers from 
the Bronx before beginning service 
in Mt. Vernon.
   “Our Bee-Line System is always 
looking for ways to make trips 
faster and more comfortable for 
our riders,” said County Executive 
Andy Spano. “This is a route that 
addresses both of those issues.”

Faster Express Bus Service between 
Mt. Vernon and The Westchester 

Medical Center

   Unlike Routes 40 and 41, coach 
buses with more comfortable seating 
will be used on Route 43.  The bus 
starts from White Plains Road 
and East 241 Street at the #2 train 
subway station in the Bronx and 
makes selected stops in Mt. Vernon 
before getting on the parkways 
to provide speedier service to the 
Westchester Medical Center.  
    “We know that employees and 
others going to the medical center 
want to reduce their travel time,” 
added Transportation Commissioner 
Lawrence C. Salley.  “We think that 
we have found a way to do just 

that.  Plus, with the introduction 
of MetroCard on the county bus 
system this year, we’ve made this 
trip even more convenient and 
easier than ever before.”
   There will be three weekday trips 
leaving the subway station at 6 a.m., 
7 a.m. and 8 a.m. and three return 
trips leaving the hospital at 3:10 
p.m., 4:10 p.m. and 5:10 p.m.  

For more information and to 
get a free Route 43 schedule, 
call the Bee-Line Hotline at 

(914) 813-7777 to speak with a 
representative.
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