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YONKERS, NY -- Undocumented 
Irish immigrants across the State 
of New York were thrilled as State 
Governor Eliot Spitzer last week 
announced a U-Turn on Driving 
Licenses.
   Under current state laws, 
undocumented Irish immigrants 
were ineligible for driving licenses 
if they could not provide valid 
Social Security numbers.
   Governor Spitzer said the law 
was only making the roads more 
dangerous for every resident in 
New York, thereby his ordering a 
sweeping overhaul.
   Under the new initiative, 
undocumented Irish immigrants 
with old or expired driving 
licenses will be able to apply for 
replacement licenses in December. 
These licenses will be valid for 
eight years.
   New drivers will be able to apply 
for five-year licenses beginning 
April 2008. All applicants will 
need valid passports instead of 
work permit documents or Social 
Security documents to prove their 
identity.
   Deirdre Magowan, from Dublin, 

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- What does 
a Coen brothers’ dark comedy, a 
Tony Award-winning play, a movie 
musical based on the Beatles, and 
several TV law dramas all have in 
common?

Film and TV Business Picks 
Up In Westchester

George Clooney and Tim Allen to Make September a Busy Month

      They’re all being shot in 
Westchester this month. And with 
big names like George Clooney, Tim 
Allen, Meryl Streep, Glenn Close 
and Julianna Margulies involved, 
they’re bound to put the cinematic 

spotlight on a panopoly of locations 
throughout the county.
      George Clooney is quietly 
wrapping up a shoot for his latest 
flick, “Burn After Reading” in 

   New York State is set to become 
one of the most important players 
in the election of the next President 
of the United States. But it’s not 
necessarily for the reason you might 
be thinking.

Only Rudy Giuliani Can 
Compete In All 50 States

By Bill Powers

   True, both front-runners, 
Republican and Democrat, hail 
from New York State – Rudy 
Giuliani a lifelong New Yorker who 
was mayor of New York City for 

Irish Immigrants
Thrilled as New York 

Does U-Turn 
on 

Driving Licenses
said, “I’m absolutely delighted. I 
have been unable to drive my son 
to school for the past two years 
because I had lost my license and I 
wasn’t able to renew it. I’ve always 
been afraid of having an accident so 
I couldn’t bring him or his friends 
in the car because they would not 
have been insured.”
   Deirdre, like thousands of 
other Irish across the US, faces 
in dire difficulties because of the 
crackdown on undocumented 
immigrants. Her son, Oisin, has no 
idea that his parents are “illegal.” 
He visited Ireland last year for his 
first trip ever, accompanied by his 
grandfather Michael. The seven-
year-old said the trip was great but 
that he missed his parents.
   Kelly Fincham, executive director 
of the Irish Lobby for Immigration 
Reform, urged volunteers to contact 
Governor Spitzer to congratulate 
him on his brave stance. Fincham 
concluded by saying, “Gov Spitzer’s 
initiative is a huge step forward for 
our community as it signals that 
common sense ‘can’ prevail in the 
immigration issue.”

   A promise is an “expression of 
assurance,” a “declaration of intent,” 
an indication of “specific future 
outcome.” A promise may be exact 
or nebulous. It may be understood 
by one party, understood by both; 
inferred by one, though rarely the 
other. Despite its 
amorphous stance 
or amorphous state, 
each party believes 
it will satiate the 
other. 
   Governor Eliot 
Spitzer promised 
that all would change 
from Day 1. His 
promise exemplified 
Madison Avenue’s 
marketing genius. 
Months hence, more 
people question the 
ability for “change 
to come about” 
than believe in its delivery.  The 
“promise” singed the political 
landscape as quickly as a brush 
fire transforms the landscape from 
a life-sustaining hue of chlorophyll 
enriched green to one that is ashen 
and devoid of color and sustenance. 
Still, the civilized among us cling 
to the “promise,” “hoping” for 
delivery of “change.”
   Governor Spitzer’s “promise” to 
the electorate, brought “promise” 
closer to home. The promises 
of Washington, DC seemed too 
far removed from our parochial/
cosmopolitan  lifestyles. Before 

Promises, Promises
By Hezi Aris

delivering on his “promise,” the new 
political landscape of dysfunction 
took root in Albany. Worse than 
the non-delivery of “promise” is 
the delivery of something akin to 
making the rationale for assuring 
“promise” is realizing that rather 

than raising 
expectations to 
a “whole other 
level,” the bar had 
atrophied to an even 
lower level than 
ever would have 
been imagined. 
   The “distrust” 
between “promise” 
and its delivery has 
become ineptitude 
that disgusts us 
and has become 
transparent to those 
who have become 
disenchanted with 

politics.
   Greenburgh Town Supervisor 
Paul Feiner’s win and that of the 
“I’m with Paul” team of candidates 
exemplify the growing disbelief by 
which political hierarchy is losing 
its grip over the party faithful. Its 
seems as though the entire cadre 
of Westchester County Democrats, 
instructed to fall in line behind 
County Executive Andy Spano’s 
endorsement of Greenburgh 
Democrat Chairperson Suzanne 
Berger over that of sixteen-years’ 

GARRISON, NY -- Seth Kramer, 
Daniel A. Miller, and Jeremy 
Newberger of Ironbound Films, a 
New York-based award-winning 
documentary and new media 
production company, debut their 
latest film, “The Linguists,” a 

Ironbound Films 
Crossing Borders with 

Debut of “The Linguists” 
Documentary 

How Do Languages Disappear?

documentary that explores how 
languages become endangered, and 
the intrepid scientists who record 
them in the face of overwhelming 
odds. The documentary is most 

CARMEL, NY -- In response to the 
Governor’s announcement today 
that he will allow illegal aliens to 
obtain New York State drivers’ 
licenses, Assemblyman Greg 
Ball (R-Carmel) stated his strong 
opposition to the plan and called 
upon Spitzer to stop enabling illegal 
aliens and terrorists. 
      “This is a national security 
nightmare.  It is unbelievable 
that our Governor would want to 
help undocumented persons and 
illegal aliens, putting them before 
the rights and security of our own 
citizens.  If a future terrorist harms 
or kills innocent New Yorkers by 

Ball to 
Governor: 

Stop 
Enabling 
Illegals

GROESBECK, TX and 
CORTLANDT  MANOR, NY -
- More than 100 volunteers from 
around the nation, including 
members of Tuesday’s Children, 
9/11 family members, New York 
City firefighters and Ground Zero 
rescue and recovery workers 

Ann Abrahamson,  family member of Tuesday’s Children;  Jeff Parness, 
founder of New York Says Thank You Foundation, and Liz Bice, director 

of Family Relations at Tuesday’s Children

9/11 Families, Ground Zero 
Rescue and Recovery Workers 

Turn the Tables on Tragedy 
Help Victims of Texas Tornado Rebuild  

their Homestead

traveled to Groesbeck, Texas, on 
September 11th to rebuild a home 
of local family after it had been 
destroyed by a tornado. The annual 
effort was organized by Jeff Parness, 
founder of The New York Says 

STATEN ISLAND, NY - On 
September 30, 2007, at 10 a.m., 
New York City will once again 
celebrate firefighter Stephen Siller’s 
bravery, and the indomitable will 
of all the heroes of 9/11 as  the 
starting gun sounds for the sixth 
annual Tunnel to Towers Run/Walk. 
More than 15,000 participants 
are expected for the event, which 
retraces the path that Stephen took 
from the Brooklyn Battery Tunnel 
to the World Trade Center that day.  
The event has raised more than $5 
million for burn victim, orphans, 
Katrina relief, and other causes 
since its inception six years ago. 
    The run will again honor the 
343 firefighters who lost their 
lives with a special “Brother for 
Brother” Firefighter Remembrance 
Program.  Firehouses from all 
over the country will send their 
firefighters to participate in the run.  
By competing in the 5K event, these 
firefighters will be raising money 
for the Foundation and for the burn 
center of their choice. Also, they 
will stand shoulder to shoulder 

Charity Event Celebrates 
Heroes Lost on 9/11 

More than 15,000 to Participate in  
Tunnel to Towers Run

inside the tunnel next to members of 
the FDNY holding American flags 
and banners depicting the portrait 
of one of the 343 fallen heroes.  
    For the first time, 61 construction 
workers will also be there, in honor 
of the members of their profession 
who lost their lives on 9/11. One 
hundred and sixty  firefighters from 
England and members of the U.S. 
military (including the Wounded 
Warriors) will also be on hand to 
honor the fallen.
    The Tunnel to Towers Run is 
open to the public.  More than 
15,000 participants are expected 
from all parts of the metropolitan 
area, across the country and from 
as far away as England and Hawaii.  
Registration is $40 per participant. 
    The run begins at 10 a.m. 
and retraces Stephen’s footsteps 
through the Brooklyn Battery 
Tunnel, onto West Street, a left onto 
Liberty, then along the Battery Park 
esplanade facing the Hudson River, 
and finally ending at Vesey Street 
directly across from the World 



But the only way those ideas will 
even be discussed is if we have a 
true nationwide election in which 
states such as California, New 
York, New Jersey, and Illinois are in 
play. If only a handful of states are 

in the “undecided” column come 
general election, these ideas and the 
differences between Republicans 
and Democrats will not be properly 
debated. If a Republican is not 
competitive, New York and these 
other states won’t even be in play.
   Public poll after public poll 
continue to show that, put up 
against Hillary Clinton, Mayor 
Giuliani is the most viable general 
election candidate. She tops all 
other Republican candidates by 
large margins. A recently released 
national poll showed her beating 
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New York Civic

incumbent  Democrat Feiner 
recognized the want to silence the 
personal sincerity, moral, and ethical 
compass by which Feiner was 
idiosyncratically tempered over the 
feigned and faux tenets promoted 
by Berger. Andy Spano’s directive 
for all Democrats to abandon one 
of the most illustrious exemplars of 
the party was summarily trampled 
by the voter and a pox on the party. 
   I have yet to fully appreciate and 
comprehend the “win” of Clinton 
Young over incumbent Mayor 
Ernest Davis. Rather than chastise 
Mount Vernon’s Democrats as 
dysfunctional and arrogant in their 
telling the voter what to think or 
how to vote, they may simply 
have forgotten how to listen to the 
electorate.
   The loss by Serapher Conn-Halevi 
to Lyndon Williams exemplifies 
a worrisome disconnect that 

Promises, Promises
By Hezi Aris

Democrats have nurtured in their 
quest to overtake past overall 
Republican dominance. Even 
without a viable Republican 
challenge within the Mount 
Vernon landscape, Mount Vernon 
Democrats seemed to have lost their 
communicative skills and perceived 
inability to deliver on their local 
“promise” to the constituency they 
are sworn to serve.
   Yonkers exemplifies dysfunction 
best in the 3rd Council District race. 
Sam Borelli, front-runner, and “good-
ole boy” political veteran failed to 
garner the minimum valid required 
number of petition signatures to 
secure his hold on the Yonkers City 
Democrat Committee endorsement. 
He limped into the Primary 
Election arena with the Working 
Families Party endorsement. He 
did win the Yonkers Conservative 
Party challenge over Richard 
Halevy, despite Halevy being a 

Conservative Party member and 
Borelli a Democrat. The Yonkers 
Conservative Party wasn’t voting 
for anyone that believed in the 
tenets they espoused, rather, they 
voted for Borelli to “scare” Yonkers 
Mayor Phil Amicone in his boots. 
It didn’t work and hardly matters. 
The party has few adherents. It is a 
party of “show” rather than much 
“substance.”
   Joan Gronowski, derided and 
demeaned by too many local 
Democrats as an angry woman, 
a false attempt to derail her 
independent effort, handily won 
over challenger Raymond Galinski. 
It seems more party Democrats are 
no longer in fear of voting their 
conscience when standing before 
the balloting machine. Despite what 
so many say, Yonkers does get it. 
   In the 5th Council District, 
Republican Councilmember John 
Murtagh pulled a win over a 

lackluster challenge from fellow 
Republican Jodi Mosiello, who 
despite her loss will face Murtagh 
under the Democrat Party line in 
the General Election.
   Whether it is the examples 
delineated, that is, the Primary 
Elections in the Town of 
Greenburgh, the City of Mount 
Vernon, or the City of Yonkers, and 
other places in Westchester County, 
or New York State, or Washington, 
D.C., less and less of the party 
faithful “believe” in the political 
spin or its rationale. 
   All the parties, major or minor, 
may find their arrogant, brow-
beating tactics will diminish their 
ability to tweak future victories. 
Honesty, integrity, ethics, and 
morality must be consistently 
adhered and espoused by those who 
wish to serve the public good. 

On the 
Level 

with Hezi Aris on 
WVOX-1460 AM 

Radio 

NEW ROCHELLE, NY – Listen 
to the On the Level with Hezi Aris 
call-in program on WVOX-1460 
AM radio. The show is heard 
live by way of streaming audio 
technology on your computer, from 
10:00 am through 11:00 am. 
   For those who can’t get enough 
radio, consider listening to Hezi 
Aris this Thursday, September 20th, 
at 8:30 am, as he discusses events 
impacting Westchester politics 
with Bob Marrone, host of Good 
Morning, Westchester. Join Bob 
Marrone every day from 6:00 am 
through 9:00 am during your daily 
commute from Monday through 
Friday.
   The call-in talk show format 
invites your perspective; share 
your thoughts. Call us at 914-636-
0110. Those who call are asked to 
please stay on topic.

   A majority of New Yorkers 
have a favorable opinion of 
Governor Spitzer, but they believe 
he should be more forthright 
about Troopergate, and should 
publicly testify under oath and tell 
everything he knows about the 
issue, according to the Siena Poll. 
   The poll conducted by the Siena 
Research Institute, affiliated with 
Siena College in Loudonville, 
New York, (a suburb of Albany) 
was conducted by telephone 
calls to 604 registered New York 
State voters throughout the state, 
including 291 Democrats and 156 
Republicans.  Its margin of error 
ranges from 4 to 7.8 per cent. 
   You can link to the press 
release in which the poll 
director, Steven Greenberg, 
announced the results here. 
   The results were not covered by 
the Times, but three other papers ran 
stories about it, including the Daily 
News, which ran an opinion column 
by Michael Goodwin yesterday 
(Sept 19)  Under the headline, THE 
END GAME: Time for Governor 
to Give the Voters What They want 
-- Testimony”. Goodwin began 
his column with strong language: 
   “He tried bravado, he tried 
apologies and he tried silence.  
Sooner or later, Eliot Spitzer is 
going to have to try the truth. 
   “That’s the loud-and-clear message 
from the latest voter survey on 
what New Yorkers think about the 
dirty tricks plot cooked up in Gov. 
Spitzer’s office.  His plans A, B and 
C about how to fudge and duck the 
Eliot Mess didn’t work.  Big doubt 
about Spitzer’s honesty are sticking 

We Like You, But Speak Up
New Yorkers Like Spitzer, 2-1;  
They Want His Testimony, 3-1

By Henry J. Stern
in voters’ throats, and they won’t go 
away until he raises his right hand 
and swears to tell the whole truth.” 
   You can link to Michael 
Goodwin to read the entire column. 
   The News received an Associated 
Press story on Sept 18, headlined 
New Yorkers to Governor Eliot 
Spitzer, Give It to Us Straight in 
Scandal, Then Get Back to Real 
Work.”  The lede: : “New Yorkers 
want Gov. Eliot Spitzer to ‘be 
more forthright’ about the scandal 
that has stalled state government 
for months but they still like the 
job he’s doing and figure he’s the 
best bet to straighten out the state, 
a poll released Tuesday found. 
   The Post, which has been the 
newspaper most critical of Spitzer, 
published, at the top of p2, a story 
by Kenneth Lovett, headlined OK, 
SPITZ, SPILL YOUR GUTS: 
POLL.  His lede: The dirty-tricks 
scandal has dropped Gov. Spitzer’s 
popularity to its lowest level since 
early 2005 - and 70 percent of 
New Yorkers want him to publicly 
testify under oath on what he 
knows about the storm engulfing 
his administration, a poll reveals. 
   “All voters - including Democrats 
- overwhelmingly believe that 
Spitzer has not been honest with the 
public about what he knows, that 
he needs to be more forthright, and 
that he knew what his aides were 
doing.” said Steven Greenberg, a 
spokesman for the Siena Research 
Institute, which conducted the poll. 
   “According to the Siena poll 
released yesterday, 56 percent of 
New Yorkers now view Spitzer 
favorably while 26 percent see 

him unfavorably.  That’s down 
from a high of 75 to 10 favorable 
rating in January when he took 
office and 59-29 rating in July.” 
   The Post ran a full column 
editorial on p32, headlined 
ELIOT’S TRUST DEFICIT. It 
begins: Gov. Spitzer’s stonewalling 
of multiple probes of his office’s 
dirty-tricks campaign doesn’t seem 
to be doing him much good with 
voters.  Almost 60 percent still think 
he hasn’t been fully honest about the 
affair and that he “needs to be more 
forthright”, a poll released yesterday 
shows.  Even more remarkable 
is that 70 percent of New Yorkers 
think he should testify publicly 
- under oath - as to what he knew 
about the dirty-tricks campaign.” 
   New Yorkers do not, however, 
believe that dirty-tricks, whatever 
they may have been, are the 
most important issue facing the 
state.  Only 12 percent of the 
public told the Siena poll that 
the investigation should come 
before other state business. 

   So the results are a kind of 
standoff, 70 percent believe the 
Governor should testify under 
oath; his favorable rating is still 
better than two to one, 56-26, a 
mere 12 percent think the affair is 
the most important issue for the 
state, and he beats his potential 
rival in 2010, Andrew Cuomo, 
by a 47 to 24 margin, almost 2-1. 
   We should make it clear that Cuomo 
has done nothing to indicate he will 
run for governor in 2010, and that 
these polls are taken without regard 
to the intentions of the people 
whose popularity they measure. 
No one can keep his name out of 
a poll, even if its result is to make 
him appear to be competing in a 
race he may, or may not enter.  That 
is the way polls and politics work. 
   If the polls, however, would show 
Cuomo to be leading Spitzer in 
2010, it would be difficult for the 
Attorney General not to make the 
race. And he cannot be accused of 
overweening ambition, all he aspires 
to is his father’s old job, while 
before this year, Spitzer was thought 
of as potential Presidential timber. 
   The prospects for partisan 
confrontation escalated yesterday 
with the Senate Republicans’ 
appointment of Joseph E. diGenova 
as their special counsel.  Nicholas 
Confessore covers it on pB3 of 
today’ s (today is September 20, 
2007) Times: “Senate Republicans 
hired a high-profile former federal 
prosecutor on Wednesday to assist 
their investigation of the Spitzer 
administration, escalating the 
months-long political battle between 
Gov. Eliot Spitzer and the Senate 

majority leader, Joseph L. Bruno. 
   “The former prosecutor, Joseph 
E. diGenova, is a political veteran 
with deep roots among Republicans 
in Washington.... Mr. diGenova is 
known as much for his frequent and 
flamboyant television appearances 
as for his considerable experience as 
an investigator of public corruption.” 
   The story span five columns 
across the bottom of page 
B3.  You can link to it here. 
   To conclude today’s installment 
of what appears to be turning into 
a soap opera, the governor’s poll 
figures are holding up relatively 
well, the great majority feel that 
he should testify on the matter, but 
that Troopergate, as it is sometimes 
called, is by no means the most 
important issue facing the state.   
The trouble with the governor’s 
testimony is that he may already 
have said, under oath or to the 
public, something that requires, 
as Senator Hillary Clinton said 
with regard to General Petraeus’ 
testimony Sept. 11, “a willing 
suspension of disbelief.”  That 
crafted phrase recalls the eloquence 
of her distinguished predecessor 
in the Senate seat she now 
occupies, Daniel Patrick Moynihan 
    Rule 28-A: “Always tell 
the truth when you can.” 
   Addendum: “When you can’t, 
keep your mouth shut.” 

Henry Stern is president of New 
York Civic (www.NYCivic.org) and 

a blogger on public issues. 
He was New York City’s Parks 
Commissioner for fifteen years 

under Mayors Koch and Giuliani.

  Let’s go just a little bit further at 
reform, Mr. Jenkins; as well as the 
self-serving executive committee 
of the Democrat Party, and its many 
recently, luckily, elected office 
holders. Let’s go beyond candidate 
truth in advertising, to truth and 
power sharing, as well, as truth 
in candidate 
selection.
   First, let’s 
start with 
power sharing. 
No elected 
office holder 
or appointed 
party official 
shall wear two “hats.” Therefore, 
Mr. Reginald LaFayette, you shall 
either be a Westchester County 
Board of Elections Commissioner 
or Democrat Committee of 
Westchester County Chairman. 
And you Mr. Jenkins, shall either 
be the elected Westchester County 
Board Legislator or Yonkers City 
Democrat Committee Chairman, 
but not both. Oh, by the way, do 
you live in the district yet?
   Second, let’s call for election 
districts to be racially mixed, 
council and county, alike,  so that 
a multi-party system may indeed 
flourish and not be weighed heavily 
toward one race/ethnic group, etc., 
but open to all people and ideas. 
Stop eliminating political choice by 
making party primaries the actual 
election process while suppressing 
the minority voters of the district, 

Surrendercrats
By Vox Populi

whether they are Democrat, 
Republican, Independent, etc.
   Also, let’s make simplify the 
process of ballot petitions. Right 
now, the “two-party” system 
controls this. 
   By the way, nice move on your quest 
to eliminate cross endorsements. 

O b v i o u s l y, 
you, among 
o t h e r s , 
believe that 
because your 
e l e c t i o n 
d i s t r i c t 
is gerry-

rigged toward 
Democrats, and voters elected 
Lesnick and Stewart-Cousins by 
voting against their opponents for 
change, that your former co-host at 
Cable News 12 Westchester’s call 
for no cross-endorsements is viable 
now. Here’s a hidden Spano trick! 
Democrats can rid themselves of 
the Working Family Party – the 
moveon.org of New York State 
politics, and the bankrupt and 
collapsing Republican Party can’t 
hold onto the Conservative (Yonkers 
Firefighters) line or Independence 
(Cavallo) line for too much longer. 
No need to, right? Nick baptized 
brother Mike into the Democrat 
Party – so we only need one party. 
All the other parties can now fold or 
come back home to the Democrats 
and Republicans. Neat, huh?!

eight successful years and Hillary 
Rodham Clinton, who adopted 
New York as her home after leaving 
the White House and is now a U.S. 
Senator. Our next November choice 
for president very well may end up 
looking like a Super Bowl 
between football’s New 
York Giants and Buffalo 
Bills.
    But the real reason 
is much more serious. 
Rudy Giuliani is the only 
Republican candidate 
who can compete in all 
50 states and go head-
to-head with a Democrat 
in a General Election. If 
Rudy is nominated as the 
Republican candidate, 
there will be a real race 
here in New York and a 
chance for this routinely 
Democratic state to be won by a 
Republican. 
    There is quite a bit at stake 
this election cycle. There is the 
Terrorists’ War on Us; it is important 
that we stay on the offense. There 
is the economy; we must focus on 
growing our economy through free-
market principles. There is the issue 
of accountability in Washington 
– restoring fiscal responsibility and 
leadership to our nation’s capital. 
    I believe Republicans have the 
right ideas on these issues. I believe 
Rudy Giuliani has the right ideas. 

Only Rudy Giuliani Can Compete In 
All 50 States

From Page 1

Fred Thompson by 11 points. 
    Rudy Giuliani is also the best 
candidate – on either side of the 
aisle. Having been mayor of the 
nation’s largest city and one of 
its largest government bodies, 

Rudy has by far the most 
executive experience of 
anyone running. Over 
two terms in that city, he 
developed a record of real 
results: crime reduced by 
56 percent, taxes reduced 
23 times, a makeover of 
Times Square and other city 
parks and neighborhoods 
that spurred an increase in 
tourism and revenue. All 
of these accomplishments 
came from working against 
the political odds: with a 
city council that was nearly 
three-fourths Democrat. 

    New Yorkers can have a huge 
say in not just who will be our next 
President, but in the issues taken 
up by the next White House. How? 
By nominating the best candidate, 
Rudy Giuliani, and making for a 
true nationwide discussion and 
election. 

  
 To learn more, visit 

www.joinrudy2008.com.

William D. Powers is a former 
chairman of the New York State 

Republican Party.

http://WVOX.com
http://WVOX.com
http://www.siena.edu/level2col.aspx?menu_id=562&id=9743
http://www.siena.edu/level2col.aspx?menu_id=562&id=9743
http://www.nydailynews.com/opinions/2007/09/19/2007-09-19_the_end_game.html
http://www.nydailynews.com/opinions/2007/09/19/2007-09-19_the_end_game.html
http://www.nydailynews.com/opinions/2007/09/19/2007-09-19_the_end_game.html
http://www.nydailynews.com/news/2007/09/18/2007-09-18_new_yorkers_to_governor_eliot_spitzer_gi.html?print=1
http://www.nydailynews.com/news/2007/09/18/2007-09-18_new_yorkers_to_governor_eliot_spitzer_gi.html?print=1
http://www.nypost.com/seven/09192007/news/regionalnews/ok__spitz__spill_your_guts__po.htm
http://www.nypost.com/seven/09192007/postopinion/editorials/eliots_trust_deficit.htm
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/09/20/nyregion/20counsel.html?ref=nyregion
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/09/20/nyregion/20counsel.html?ref=nyregion
http://www.joinrudy2008.com
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A&E • Op-Ed

Like Klockwork

Weir Only Human

The Postman Always Rings Twice
By Bob Weir

Now they have the murderer on 
tape committing an armed robbery. 
Maybe the system will work this 
time and they’ll put this animal in a 
cage. The audiotape of O.J. Simpson 
barking orders and making threats 
as he and a few cohorts held some 
people at gunpoint in a Las Vegas 
hotel is direct evidence that a felony 
was committed. “Don’t let nobody 
out of here,” Simpson is heard 
saying on the tape, adding, “You 
think you can steal my s--- and sell 
it?” (In a society with a greater sense 
of morality, that’s just about what 
this cretin’s memorabilia would 
be worth.) According to Bruce 
Fromong, one of the victims of the 
robbery, “The door burst open and 
Simpson and some of his people 
came in commando style, with guns 
drawn.” Sources said Simpson was 
irate because he had been informed 

that an auction house owner was 
going to be selling some football 
memorabilia owned by the former 
gridiron star. “O.J. was shouting, 
’I want my stuff!” added Fromong.  
   Whether it was Simpson’s “stuff” 
is now in doubt, according to Las 
Vegas police. Mr. Fromong told 
police that the items may have 
belonged to Simpson several years 
ago before much of it was sold. Yet, 
the man who brutally murdered 
two people and lied his way out of 
it, said the items were stolen from 
him by unethical collectors. Who 
would you believe? As far as the 
police are concerned, it doesn’t 
matter who owned the property, 
no one has the right to take the 
law in their own hands. The killer, 
turned armed robber, was whisked 
away in handcuffs and booked on 
2 counts of robbery with a deadly 

weapon and two 
counts of assault 
with a deadly 
weapon, among 
other felonies. 
If convicted, he 
could face up 
to 30 years in 
prison on each 
robbery count. 
   As expected, his attorney 
proclaimed: “Mr. Simpson is not 
guilty of these charges.” (Hmm, 
seems like I’ve heard that said 
before.) According to the macho 
man, who used to beat his wife 
regularly before that fateful night 
when he decided to decapitate her, 
he didn’t call the police to help 
reclaim his property because he 
has found them to be unresponsive 
ever since Nicole Simpson and Ron 
Goldman were murdered. “The 

police, since my 
trouble, have 
not worked 
out for me,” 
Simpson said. Is 
he trying to say 
that the police 
d i s c r i m i n a t e 
against double 
m u r d e r e r s ? 

I find that hard to believe. After 
serving 3 search warrants at private 
residences in connection with the 
robbery, detectives confiscated 2 
firearms believed to be involved 
in the crime. In addition, one 
man, believed to have been one 
of the gun-toting robbers, was 
arrested. Four other men are 
being sought as accomplices.  
   We could be in for another high 
profile court case with Simpson as 
the star. Will he be able to assemble 

another so-called “Dream Team?” 
Well, Johnnie “If it doesn’t fit, you 
must acquit” Cochran bit the dust a 
couple of years ago. Nevertheless, 
if another clever mouthpiece can 
come up with a few good slogans, 
the Brentwood butcher might get 
off again. His defense attorney 
could say, “If they stole his s---, 
you must acquit.” Another pious 
platitude might be, “They took his 
stuff, so he had to get rough.” While 
all of this is going on, the Goldman 
and Brown families must be praying 
that the man who slaughtered their 
loved ones may finally occupy a 
prison cell. 
   The Simpson acquittal in 1995 
stands out as one of the most 
shameful events in our history. 
There is no one with an IQ higher 
than a fire hydrant who believes that 
lowlife was innocent. Yet, because 

of a bunch of simple-minded 
sycophants on the jury, the savage 
was released onto society. I suppose 
we have to feel fortunate that he’s 
only involved in armed robbery 
this time, instead of additional 
homicidal behavior. Simpson has 
shown how capable he is of using 
violence against anyone who gets 
in his way. Most people who had 
cheated the executioner and earned 
the contempt of a nation would 
have laid low for the rest of their 
lives. But Simpson is a sociopath, 
if not a psychopath, whose twisted 
mental state allows him to believe 
he is above the law. He was right 
the first time, but, as the famous 
book and movie proclaims; “The 
postman always rings twice.”  
Bob Weir is a contributing columnist to 
Yonkers Tribune and Westchester Times 

Tribune. BobWeir777@aol.com.

   In what TV Guide once listed 
among the 50 worst shows of all time, 
Sally Field starred as Sister Bertille 
in “The Flying Nun,” a series that 
ran on ABC from 1967 until 1970 
(so much for critics’ choices, eh?). 
   Defying all laws of aerodynamics 
at the time, and even unto now, 
this spunky little sister was able to 
escape the bounds of gravity and 
fly about at will, powered only by 
the starched headgear which was 
the trademark of her vocation. 
    It was warm, charming, 
inspirational, irrational and 
downright silly, but people loved 
it - in part because it humanized 
the fantasy later popularized in 
bird life by Jonathan Livingston 
Seagull, who also defied the 
restrictive covenants of science. 
   Aside: Demonstrating her 
artistic versatility, a sexagenarian 
Sally was recently bleeped while 
blasphemously accepting an Emmy 
as Best Actress In A Dramatic Series 
for her portrayal of the matriarch of 
a dysfunctional family in (the same) 

Geezerly Reflections on “The Flying Ones”
 

By Joe Klock, Sr.

ABC’s “Brothers And Sisters.” 
   Sister Bertille’s aerial antics 
were, of course, imaginary; 
however, such was not the case 
of Giuseppe (Joseph to us non-
paesanos)  Desa, born in a stable 
to an impoverished widow in 17th-
Century Italy, but predestined to fly. 
   He was ordained a Franciscan 
priest at age 22, shortly after which 
he developed the ability to float in the 
air while praying. This phenomenon 
was witnessed by thousands of 
others, including Pope Urban 
VIII.. He became world-famous 
as “The Flying Friar,” continuing 
his flights until, on his deathbed, 
he floated gently to the steps of 
a chapel. (Atheists, go figure!) 
    To make a short story only 
slightly longer, Father Desa became 
St. Joseph of Cupertino, the 
patron saint of air travelers, whose 
Feast Day is observed annually 
by the Church on September 18 
(coincidentally the birthday of his 
namesake, your humble scribe). 
   At the risk of confirming suspicions 

of my mental 
instability - and in 
no way implying 
my candidacy 
for sainthood 
- I confess a 
lifelong fantasy, 
in which my 
body (even today 
in its advanced 
antiquity) soars 
w e i g h t l e s s l y 
aloft and enjoys 
a Goodyear 
B l i m p - l i k e 
view of familiar 
sights on earth.  
   Granted, these experiences 
occur only in Dreamland, but the 
sensations are real, quite physical and 
easily replicated in quiet moments 
just before and after dozing off. 
   After many failed attempts to 
levitate (cum Superman cape) 
during my boyhood days and a 
few subsequent drinking bouts, 
I have accepted the fact that I am 
inescapably groundbound for the 

remainder of my 
life sentence. I 
resolutely cherish 
the dream, 
though, whether 
by night or during 
such forgettable 
events as boring 
s p e e c h e s , 
p e r v a s i v e 
insomnia, or 
stalling tactics 
e m p l o y e d 
to postpone 
unpleasant chores. 
   If you do not 

relate to that sort of arguable 
childishness, stop reading now, 
while the rest of us depart the runway 
of reality and float into fantasyland. 
   Up there, we are literally as free as 
birds, with the additional blessing 
of being able to touch down for 
the enjoyment of human creature 
comforts and discharge of the 
unavoidable burdens and obligations 
that surround the landing pad below. 
   Unlike real birds, we are not 

encumbered by such problems as 
being sucked into jet engines, being 
eaten by cats or the necessity of daily 
consuming twice our body weight 
in food and drink. (That last chore, 
admittedly, is a custom I could 
learn to deal with, but we digress.) 
   Getting away from it all, whatever 
that “all” happens to be, need not be 
restricted to scheduled vacations, 
shirked duties or dalliance 
with a controlled substance. 
   Those who read recreationally, 
expose themselves to pleasurable 
entertainment media, or pursue 
engaging hobbies experience 
most of the same wholesome 
escapism, and we furtive flyers 
endorse all such activities. 
   We suggest, however, that nothing 
beats the convenience, ease of access, 
or exhilaration of closing one’s 
eyes, muting one’s ears, blocking 
out one’s mundane surroundings 
and visualizing a takeoff into the 
weightless, careless space above. 
   If you work on it with your 
imagination, you can revel in it 

at will - and without the nuisance 
of making a reservation, packing 
“stuff,” sweating out check-in 
ordeals, enduring turbulence, and/
or vegetating on remote tarmacs. 
   Hey, it’s worth a try, failure is 
completely painless, it doesn’t 
cost a dime and it is not - skeptics 
and cynics notwithstanding 
- strictly for the birds. 
   It enriched the fictitious life 
of Sister Bertille, the real life of 
Guisseppi Desa and the dream world 
of this simple-minded namesake, 
together with (he fondly hopes) 
some of his like-minded readers. 
   Come, fly with us!
 

Freelance wordworker Joe Klock, 
Sr. (joeklock@aol.com) is a 

winter Floridian who summers 
in New Hampshire. More of his 

“Klockwork,” is at
 www.joeklock.com.

HASTINGS-ON-HUDSON, NY – From now until the end of October, Autumn: New Images, a photography 
exhibit by Steven Schnur, renowned Westchester writer and artist awaits you. Meet Mr. Schnur on Sunday, 

October 21st from 2-4 pm in the Library’s Orr Room

Autumn: New Images By Steven 
Schnur at the Hastings Public Library

PURCHASE,  NY -- Short films 
join full-length features this year 
as Purchase College presents its 
7th Annual Jewish Studies Film 
Festival, October 10, 17, and 24, at 
7:30 PM, in the Humanities Theatre 
of the Durst Family Humanities 
Building. Tickets are $7, cash or 
check only, and may be purchased 
at the door. For more information, 
call 914-251-6516.
    The festival opens on October 
10 with the riveting personal 
documentary 51 Birch Street, 
which explores a universal human 
question—how much do you really 
want to know about your parents? 
Documentary filmmaker Doug 
Block had every reason to believe 
his parents’ 54-year marriage was a 
good one. But when his mother dies 
unexpectedly and his father swiftly 
marries his former secretary, he 
discovers two parents who are far 
more complex and troubled than 
he ever imagined. Rabbi Jonathan 
Blake, who appears in the film, will 
be the guest speaker.
    On October 17, the short film Dark 
Night will be screened, followed by 
the feature film Blues by the Beach. 
In Dark Night, an Israeli military 
jeep, returning to base from patrol 
late at night, strikes a landmine 
while still in hostile territory. Two 
of the soldiers survive the blast 
only to be trapped in a Palestinian 
town teeming with militants. They 
seek refuge in the nearest house, 
inhabited by a Palestinian couple. 
As the night progresses, and the 
situation becomes more desperate, 

Blues by the Beach will be 
screened on October 17 at the 

Purchase College Jewish Studies  
Film Festival.

7th Annual Jewish Studies 
Film Festival

the soldiers discover something 
about the couple which may lead to 
a solution. 
    In Blues by the Beach, fate 
brings filmmakers together in 
Israel in April of 2003. They begin 
a documentary about a live music 
blues bar on the beachfront of Tel 
Aviv called Mike’s Place. Their aim 
is to show there is more to Israel 
than seemingly endless war and 
terrorism. But their filming people 
having a good time stops abruptly 
when harsh reality hits Mike’s 
Place and changes the course of 
their film. 
    The film festival closes on 
October 24 with screenings of 
the short Naturalized followed 
by the main feature Be Fruitful 

and Multiply. In Naturalized, a 
Russian immigrant to the United 
States wages a hilarious battle with 
his overbearing parents when he 
decides to undergo the ultimate rite 
of male Jewish identity.
   How does it feel to have been pregnant 
or breastfeeding for most of your  
married life? This is one among 
many questions posed frankly in Be 
Fruitful and Multiply, which exposes 
the consequences of the biblical 
commandment—the mother of all 
Mitzvot (blessings) - upon ultra-
orthodox Jewish women, for whom 
some say life is a continuing cycle 
of pregnancy, childbirth, nursing, 
and nurturing. The film profiles 
four ultra-orthodox women, in the 
U.S. and Israel, including a mother 
of 16 and a mother who limited her 
family size to 4. Be Fruitful and 
Multiply documents the women’s 
daily routines and in separate 
interviews, the women discuss their 
lives, focusing on their belief in 
the traditional and distinctive roles 
for women and men as dictated by 
Jewish religion, as well as on the 
condition of perpetual motherhood 
as the “natural” and desirable state 
of being for women. This screening 
is co-sponsored by the Purchase 
College Gender Studies Program.    
   The film festival is co-sponsored 
by the Jewish Studies Program and 
Hillels of Westchester.

Purchase College, State University 
of New York, is located at 735 

Anderson Hill Road,  
Purchase, N.Y.

MAMARONECK, NY – The Emelin 
Theatre, a non-profit performing 
arts center in Mamaroneck, NY, 
announced that it will hold a gala 
dinner on Thursday, October 11th, 
to celebrate the official public 
launch of “The Next Stage,” the 
Emelin’s $10 million renovation 
project that will more than double 
the size of the existing structure and 
allow the theatre to significantly 
expand its offerings. More than 
40% of the $10 million goal for 
“The Next Stage” has already been 
raised.
    The dinner, which will be held 
at Glen Island Harbour Club in 
New Rochelle, will introduce the 
Emelin’s new Artistic Director 
Michael Bush and honor several 
stars of New York theatre, including 
Emmy Award-winning actress and 
singer Leslie Uggams and Tony 
Award-nominated actress Tovah 
Feldshuh. Uggams most recently 
appeared on Broadway opposite 
James Earl Jones in the revival of 
Ernest Thompson’s On Golden 
Pond. Feldshuh starred in Golda’s 

Emelin Theatre Hosts Gala Dinner 
to Celebrate Launch of Major 

Renovations
Honorees Include Broadway Stars  

Leslie Uggams and Tovah Feldshuh

Balcony, the longest-running one-
woman show in the history of 
Broadway. The Emelin will also 
preview two performances – one 
from the new festival that is being 
launched in mid-November and 
another from a spring musical 
– which will showcase the type of 
additional programming that the 
Emelin will be launching.
    “’The Next Stage’ will expand 
the Emelin Theatre’s ability to offer 
Westchester residents the type of 
entertainment they would otherwise 
have to go to New York for,” said 
Sara Feldmann Sheehan, president 
of the Emelin Theatre’s Board of 
Trustees. “We look forward to 
celebrating this important milestone 
at the gala, as well as introducing 
our new artistic director to the 
community.” 
    “The renovation plans will help 
us bridge the past and the future of 
the Emelin and allow us to take it 
in an exciting new direction,” said 
Michael Bush. “We will be able 
to maintain the sense of intimacy 
and community that the Emelin is 

known for, while offering new types 
of programming that will help make 
the Emelin a hub for arts and culture 
in Westchester and beyond.”
    “The Next Stage” project will 
incorporate the existing theatre 

into a new Performing Arts Center, 
which will include an expanded and 
renovated Emelin Theatre, a new 
Film Theatre and a 60-seat “black 
box” Experimental Theatre for 
readings and smaller productions. 

The renovation of the Emelin 
Theatre will add modern technology 
to allow for performances of full-
scale musicals, productions with 
major set changes and larger 

casts. The new Performing Arts 
Center will also feature a rooftop 
garden terrace and event spaces for 
gatherings.  
    The official launch of “The Next 
Stage” project comes on the heels of 

the appointment of Bush, a twenty-
five year veteran of the Manhattan 
Theatre Club in New York City, as 
the Emelin’s new Artistic Director. 
During his tenure at the MTC, 
Bush helped artistically guide more 
than 150 new plays and musicals, 
including the Tony Award and 
Pulitzer Prize-winning Proof, and 
Doubt, and the Tony Award-winning 
Love! Valour! Compassion!  Bush 
was also instrumental in the rebirth 
of the Eugene O’Neill Theater 
Center’s Cabaret & Performance 
Conference, where he served 
as artistic director beginning in 
2005, and has also directed for the 
Philadelphia Theatre Company, the 
Prince Music Theater, and CanStage 
in Toronto.  
    The Emelin will launch a new 
festival in mid-November that will 
reflect Bush’s artistic vision and 
sensibilities and include a diverse 
selection of plays, music and 
cabaret performances. Full details 
on the additional programming 
will be announced in the coming 

weeks.
    With the additional programming, 
the Emelin Theatre hopes to build on 
the success of its popular Film Club, 
led by Marshall Fine, chairman of 
the New York Film Critics Circle. 
The Film Club screens films before 
their general release for one-time 
only viewings and has hosted 
guest speakers, including actress 
Penelope Cruz and director Pedro 
Almodovar. 

For information on the gala dinner 
at Glen Island or to accomplish the 
purchase of tickets, please contact 
Marla Towbin at (914) 698-3045 
ext.14 or marla4emelin@aol.com.

The Emelin Theatre, founded in 
1972, is the oldest continuously 
operating professional theatre in 
Westchester County.  For more 

information, please visit: 
www.emelin.org

mailto:joeklock@aol.com
http://www.joeklock.com
mailto:marla4emelin@aol.com
http://www.emelin.org
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Film and TV Business Picks 
Up In Westchester

New Rochelle – at a private home 
and inside Costco. A dark comedy 
directed by Coen brothers, the film 
is about a former CIA agent who 
writes his memoirs after being fired 
and also stars Brad Pitt. 
      Earlier in the week, it was Tim 
Allen’s independent comedy, “The 
Six Wives of Henry Lefay” shooting 
at the Westchester County Airport. 
One scene involved Allen, who plays 
a flashy salesman who goes missing 
during a skydiving expedition, 
checking in at a recreated ticket 
counter and boarding area on the 
third floor. He was also in a drop-
off scene in front of the terminal.
      Television shows about lawyers 
seem to flock to Westchester’s stock 
of filming locations. The “Law and 
Order” franchise, which is a regular, 
is back shooting scenes inside Stew 
Leonard’s this month. The SVU 
unit series plans to soon put the old 
county jail to use for some prison 
scenes.
      Glenn Close’s new TV series, 
“Damages,” has also made 
Westchester a principal location. A 
featured house is in Harrison and 
last week Close, who plays a high-
powered New York City lawyer on 
the FX legal drama, was shooting at 

the Rye Town Hilton.
      “Canterbury’s Law,” a 
courtroom drama starring Julianna 
Margulies and set to air on Fox next 
year, is shooting several scenes at 
Larkin Plaza in Yonkers this week. 
       Coming soon will be Meryl 
Streep and Philip Seymour Hoffman 
filming the screen adaptation of the 
Tony Award-winning stage play 
“Doubt.” The story takes place in 
a Bronx Catholic School in 1964, 
where the principal (Streep), a 
nun who’s a strict disciplinarian, 
makes pedophile accusations 
against a popular priest (Hoffman). 
Numerous locations will be used.
      It’s also commercial production 
time and the county is also doing a 
brisk business in backdrops: 
• Kohl’s is spending three weeks at 
Muscoot Farm shooting its holiday 
campaign.
• ESPN shot a commercial in the 
Public Works offices.
• Panasonic filmed last week at a 
private house in Pelham.
• Dr. Pepper did a big shoot at a 
New Rochelle house and Davenport 
Park.
     While it will be months before 
most of these turn into a completed 
film or ready-to-air TV series or 

commercial, one of last year’s 
projects is opening to rave reviews 
this month. Check out Julie 
Taymor’s “Across the Universe,” 
a movie musical based on Beatles 
songs, and you’ll see the result of 
days of shooting in pumpkin fields 
at Muscoot Farm and inside two 
New Rochelle homes. 
      The flurry of fall activity stems 
from outreach by the county’s film 
office, which is working to make the 
best of an increasingly competitive 
industry. Director Iris Stevens noted 
that it’s getting harder and harder to 
keep production companies in New 
York when the state offers only a 
10 percent tax credit for production 
expenses. Neighboring Connecticut 
offers one of the most aggressive 
film programs in the country with a 
30 percent credit.
      Still, Stevens estimated that 
the county itself was able to 
bring in more than $35,000 this 
month alone. Additional fees go 
to private homeowners, police and 
municipalities. Count up the other 
associated expenses (food, hotels, 
incidentals, etc.) that come with 
all that production and the overall 
benefit for the entire community is 
often as high as $10 million. 

Recycle at Freecycle.org
This is better than a tag sale or ebay 
– as everything is free. Freecycle.
org is an on-line website open to 
anyone who wants to “recycle” 
and “reuse”. Simply, you can give 
something away or get something 
- for free. It keeps stuff out of the 
landfills and helps others in the 
community who need (or want) 
those things. Just join the local 
group (so that no shipping charges 
are involved) and either offer things 
you would like to give away or ask 
for things you would like. It is a 
very appealing concept – one local 
family has ‘freecycled’ a piano, play 
set, treadmill, electric keyboard, 
encyclopedias, sports equipment, 
flower pots – to just name a few of 
the things that came and went their 
way – and all for free. Info: www.
freecycle.org.

Conversations at Conservation 
Café
Save nature and reduce flooding 
is the next topic at Conversation 
Café. Various ways of working 
with nature to address the problems 
caused by flooding in Westchester 
will be discussed by expert 
presenters and panelists at the 
upcoming Conservation Café event 
on Friday September 28 from 8:30 

am to 10am, at the Westchester 
County Center in White Plains. 
Fred Koontz, Executive Director 
of Teatown Lake Reservation, will 
open the program and introduce 
the speakers. Municipal planners, 
planning board members, students 
and the public are invited to attend 
and participate in this free program. 
Info: 914 864-7047. 

Sweet Adeline
Recently, the Golden Apple Chorus 
of Sweet Adelines sang at the 
Bedford Village Fire Department’s 
“Fire on the Green” family fun day 
and at the Bedford Fire Department’s 
9/11 ceremony which paid tribute 
and remembered those who perished 
on that day over six years ago. The 
chorus will soon be performing in 
the “Golden Apple Cabaret” at the 
Seven Bridges School in Mount 

Kisco on Sunday November 11 at 
2:30 pm. The featured male quartet 
“Swing Shift” from Poughkeepsie 
is scheduled to sing, along with 
other quartets from the Golden 
Apple Chorus. Info: 914 302-6920 
or www.goldenapplechorus.com 

Laser Light Show
A Laser Light and Music Spectacular 
is being sponsored by the Yorktown 
Girl Scout Troop 1386 in the St. 
Patrick’s School gymnasium at 
117 Moseman Road in Yorktown 
Heights on Friday September 28 at 
6:45pm. The entire family can enjoy 
the show that features dynamic laser 
light visuals set to music. Info: 914 
962-2211.

To submit information for  
The Fine Print, 

please send emails to 
TheFinePrintNY@verizon.net,  

call 914 243-9761, or visit 
 www.LisaFineCommunications.

com. 

Lisa Fine is owner of LF 
Communications, Inc. some of 

whose clients may be mentioned on 
occasion.

Thank You Foundation as a way to 
express New York City’s gratitude 
for the love and support Americans 
displayed in the days, weeks, and 
months following September 11.
   Cortlandt Manor resident Ann 
Abrahamson, a 9/11 family member, 
was among the contingent from 
Tuesday’s Children participating 
in the project this year.  Every 
year on September 11th, The New 
York Says Thank You Foundation 

9/11 Families, Ground Zero Rescue and Recovery Workers Turn the Tables on Tragedy

dispatches volunteers to help 
rebuild communities around the 
U.S. affected by disaster.  
   “It is an honor to join Jeff Parness 
and his foundation to be able to 
reciprocate the compassion and 
support America showed us in 
the days following 9/11,” said Liz 
Bice, director of Family Relations 
at Tuesday’s Children.  “America’s 
unbound generosity in our darkest 
hour was truly a lifeline. We are 

grateful, and proud, to have the 
chance to give back, and help 
those who are now living through 
disaster.”
   This year, the Foundation 
helped rebuild the home of James 
and Eva Vincent of Groesbeck, 
Texas, which was destroyed by 
a tornado. “The Vincents are an 
extraordinary American family and 
we are honored to help rebuild their 
home,” said Parness.  “We are also 

honored to have volunteers from 
Tuesday’s Children join us on our 
continuing journey of giving back 
and rebuilding hope on the 9/11 
Anniversary.”
   On December 29, 2006 a deadly 
tornado razed the Vincent family 
compound where three generations 
of the Vincent family have run 
assisted-living centers for Disabled 
Veterans. The tornado destroyed 
the home where James and Eva 

Vincent lived with their 14-month 
son Hunter, and five of the veterans. 
Tragically, one of the veterans died 
in the tornado, but the Vincent 
family, and the men in their care, 
survived.  Parness said that over 
100 people participated in the 
weekend-long rebuilding effort and 
related events. 

Tuesday’s Children has made a 
long-term commitment to every 
child who lost a parent on 9/11. 

For those interested in more 
information about the organization 

and its programs, visit their 
website at www.tuesdayschildren.

org or call 516-562-9000.
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YONKERS, NY -- The Yonkers 
Columbus Day Celebration 
Committee has announced their 80th 
Anniversary Yonkers Columbus 
Day Parade will be held on Sunday, 
September 30, 2007.  The Parade 
will step off from Radford Street 
and South Broadway at 2:00 
p.m.  It will proceed northward 
on South Broadway to Nepperhan 
Avenue, will turn onto New Main 
Street and then up Park Hill 
Avenue to the reviewing stand at 
Columbus Park in front of Our 
Lady of Mt. Carmel R.C. Church. 
   This year’s parade promises to be 
better than ever.  The parade will 
be led by Christopher Columbus 
sailing up the South Broadway 
ribbon on a replica of the flagship 
“Santa Maria.” In addition, the 
parade will include the appearance 
of Miss Columbus 2007 and her 
Court plus a new float saluting the 
American War Veterans of Yonkers.  
Students and bands representing 

all the local schools, cheerleaders, 
dancers, plus marching groups and 
bands from the tri-state area will be 
among many others who will march 
in the 30th.  The Yonkers Columbus 
Day Parade is traditionally the 
second largest Columbus Day 
Parade in the State of New York! 
   This year’s Honorees are: 
Andrew Spano, Westchester County 
Executive - Parade Grand Marshal 
John Liszewski, Yonkers 
Commissioner of Public Works 
- Parade Deputy Marshal 
Mitch Tutoni, Yonkers 
Commissioner of Parks and 
Recreation - Parade Deputy Marshal 
Ann Muro - Woman of the 
Year for Community Service 
Hon. Nicholas Spano - Man 
of the Year for Public Service 
Frank Cardone - Hall 
of Fame Recipient 
Hon. Philip A. Amicone, Yonkers 
Mayor - Honorary Chairperson 

80th Anniversary Yonkers 
Columbus Day Parade

DOBBS FERRY, NY -- Macy’s 
Department Store and Peter Duffy 
Furs will showcase some of the 
latest styles in seasonal attire  at 
a Fashion Show  on Saturday, 
October 7, sponsored by the St. 
Cabrini Nursing Home Auxiliary.
    The annual luncheon program, 
beginning at 11:30 am, will take 
place at Rudy’s Beau Rivage, 19 
Livingston Avenue, Dobbs Ferry.  
Auxiliary member Paula Kelliher 
is chairing the annual event.  
Proceeds will go toward the Major 
Modernization Project and programs 
benefiting the residents of the 
non-profit skilled nursing facility.   
   Ticket information can 
be obtained by calling the 

Fashion Show to  
Benefit St. Cabrini  

Nursing Home 
Macy’s and Peter Duffy Furs 

 to be Featured
receptionist desk at St. Cabrini 
Nursing Home at 914 693-6800. 

St. Cabrini Nursing Home is a 
not-for-profit, 304-bed ”Quality 
First”  skilled nursing facility 

which also includes St. Cabrini 
Home Health Care; St. Cabrini 

Short-Term Stay Respite Program; 
Msgr. Terence Attridge Adult Day 
Health Center, Cabrini Care at 
Home,  and Cabrini Immigrant 

Services. Opened in 1973, 
the home is sponsored by the 

Missionary Sisters of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus and part of a long 
tradition of caring for the elderly 

and chronically ill.

Hastings 
Farmers’ 
Market 

Puts Down 
Rolling Pin!

H A S T I N G S - O N - H U D S O N , 
NY -- The Hastings Farmers’ 
Market’s First Annual Apple Pie 
Contest, postponed for one week 
in observance of Yom Kippur, will 
be held on September 29. Please 
deliver your homespun pies to the 
market tent no later than 10 a.m. 
that day.

For more details about the contest 
check out  

www.hastingsfarmersmarket.org

Trade Center.  Festivities will 
follow immediately after the run 
with music, plenty of food donated 
from New York’s finest restaurants, 
as well as massages, and numerous 
activities for children and people of 
all ages.  
    “We wanted to create something 
that honored the legacy of all the 
firefighters we lost that day because 
we know that they were special 
to their families and to the nation 
just as Stephen was special to 
us,” said Russell Siller, one of the 
coordinators for the run.  “Sharing 
this race with the 9/11 families 
has given us a way to remember, 
together, what happened in our 
past and to create something life 
affirming for the future.”
    The run and flag presentation 
are part of a moving day which 
will raise money for The Stephen 
Siller, FDNY, “Let Us Do Good” 

Charity Event Celebrates 
Heroes Lost on 9/11

Children’s Foundation.  The chosen 
charities include: the Pediatric 
Unit of the NYC Firefighters Burn 
Center; Burn Centers from across 
America; The New York Foundling 
Hospital; and The Freedom 
Alliance Scholarship Fund for the 
surviving children of the American 
military who have perished in Iraq 
and Afghanistan.  Additionally, the 
Foundation will give the Wings 
of a Hero and Legacy Awards to 
children from the community who 
have lost one or both parents.
    In six years, the run has raised 
more than $5 million for these 
charities. 

To participate in the Tunnel to 
Towers Run/Walk this year or to 

provide a donation, visit the 
www.tunneltotowersrun.org.

 

MOUNT KISCO, NY -- Richmond 
Community Services (RCS), a non-
profit agency that serves children 
and adults with developmental 
disabilities and complex health 
issues, recently hosted a breakfast 
to thank its corporate sponsors and 
honor long-time supporters. 
   Richmond Community Services 
president and CEO Edward 
Spauster, Ph.D. gave Westchester 
County Executive Andrew J. Spano, 
and Matthew A. Landy, executive 
director of the Carvel Foundation, 
a tour of the facility, where they 
observed a music program in session 
and visited MOVE, a program that 
provides specialized functional 
mobility training for individuals 
with developmental disabilities. 
   A brief program followed, during 
which County Executive Spano 
presented Barry Mishkin of Family 
Britches an award on behalf of the 
Mental Health Association for his 
support in sponsoring last year’s 
Children’s Fashion Show fundraiser 
that raised more than $20,000 for 
Richmond. 

Richmond Community Services Hosts Corporate Sponsors 
Honoring Their Long-Time Support

   The Thomas and Agnes Carvel 
Foundation, which awards grants 
in the areas of children, youth and 
health, recently awarded Richmond 
Community Services a $50,000 
grant. The grant enabled Richmond 
to open a 70-person training center 
to provide agency-wide orientation, 
training programs and management 
development workshops for 
healthcare professionals throughout 
the state. 
   Spauster recognized Landy 
and the Carvel Foundation for 
their generous donations over 
the years. “I would like to extend 
deep gratitude and thanks to our 
dedicated supporters, without whom 
we would be unable to provide the 
programming and services greatly 
needed by the individuals we serve. 
I would like to especially thank 
Matthew Landy and the Thomas 
and Agnes Carvel Foundation for 
their generosity in enabling us to 
set up our new training center,” said 
Spauster. 

    For information, visit  
www.richmondgroup.org   

or call 914.471.4131.

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- Inner 
city youth participated in a program 
sponsored by the New Dawn 
Foundation at The Oaks in New 
Rochelle and were rewarded for 
their achievements in the program.  
Young people, ages 10-13, are 
given transportation, supplies, and 
meals free of charge.  Professionals 
lead group discussions and lectures.  
All this, to support the well-being 
of young people who come from 
the South Bronx, Harlem, Mount 
Vernon, and New Rochelle.  
    The Oaks is located on the Long 
Island Sound and young people may 
participate in a boating program, 
including water safety, marine 
ecology, and boat building.  The 
program has a curriculum which 
includes the boating module, Native 
American history and culture, and 
leadership skills.  The Foundation 

Achievement awards ceremony for the New Dawn Foundation - one 
student receiving certificate

The New Dawn Foundation Gives 
Youth Awards at The Oaks

By Peggy Godfrey

gave out awards at an open house 
and graduation ceremony at the end 
of this years’ summer program.  

    Next summer they anticipate 
expansion of the program.

GOLDENS BRIDGE, NY -- Most 
people thought I was too young at 
17 years old to travel to Brazil on 
my own to work in an orphanage 
and in an impoverished preschool, 
but this trip turned out to be the 
most amazing experience of my 
life. 
   During the winter and spring of 
2007, I fundraised for a month-
long summer volunteer trip to 
Brazil, and many local newspapers 
published my press-release.  I 
wanted to follow up, share my 
experience, and encourage others to 
travel outside the United States and 
not only volunteer, but experience 
new, completely different cultures 
from our own. 
    For the first part of the month, 
I worked in an HIV/AIDS facility, 
which turned out to be more 
challenging than I anticipated.  I 
had expected to connect with the 
children there like I can in the 
“states,” but instead I found that 
the kids were cold and hardened by 
their circumstance.  These children 
had been abandoned as babies or 
shunned by their families; facing 
the grim reality that they were to 
die alone.  I soon realized that I was 
making a difference in their lives, 
even if it was just a small one.
     During the second part of the 
month, the preschool I worked for 
was to offer me a much different 
experience.  From the moment I 
walked into a classroom of 5-year-
olds, the kids showered me with 
hugs and kisses.  The kids lived in 
the favelas (“ghettos”) of Salvador 
da Bahia; they were just happy to see 
a new face.  The kids were delighted 
that I bought some come crayons, 
paper, and clay. Unbeknown to 
them, I bought the supplies with my 
own money. Seeing the kids delight 
in my purchase for them, gave me 

Working in an AIDS Orphanage in 
Brazil: What I Did This Summer 

By Ashley Feuchs

a lot of happiness and amazingly, a 
lot of gratification.   
   The kids never realized that a 
leaking school roof, one shower 
towel for all the children to share, 
or one drinking cup for 30 kids was 
not what school was like for children 
in wealthier countries.  Teaching 
them how to share, demonstrating 
art projects, and getting hugs and 
kisses from these children were the 
most rewarding gifts I have ever 
received.  Working with these kids 
made me feel that my life has a 
purpose, and I can’t even describe 
the overwhelmingly happy feeling I 
got every day when I saw them.
   The last two days of my four week 
trip were extremely sad because 
since a water pipe had broken in 
the neighborhood of the preschool, 
I didn’t get to say goodbye to my 
class because the school had to be 
closed.  I was able to visit another 
volunteer placement which was a 
daycare/orphanage run by nuns.  
There was one little three-year-old 
girl who was sad all the time and 
wouldn’t let any volunteer hold her.  
Her home life was terrible and she 
was always crying.  On my second 
and final day the little girl was in 
her crib sobbing.  I went over to her 
and put my arms around her, and she 
actually hugged me back!  I stood 
there just holding her, rubbing her 
back and letting her cry, and then 
I took her over to the bed and let 
her lay down on my chest.  All the 
other volunteers watched in awe as 
she cuddled with me, and suddenly 
her sobs stopped and she was 
smiling and laughing!  It was the 
most incredible sense of fulfillment 
I have ever felt in my entire life, 
and I knew at that moment that 
volunteering internationally was 
something I wanted to carry on for 
the rest of my life.

   I encourage everyone to try 
international volunteering.  The 
program I went with, the non-
profit organization Cross-Cultural 
Solutions, was absolutely incredible.  
I was able to fund-raise the majority 
of my trip, which was a difficult but 
rewarding task, and I always felt 
safe in and around the homebase 
where we were stationed.  We were 
provided with three home-cooked 
authentic meals each day, and a 
comfortable home to come back 
to after our volunteer placements 
or after a night of dancing in the 
cobblestone streets of Salvador da 
Bahia,  in Brazil.  We were able to 
travel and experience the culture 
when we were not volunteering, 
and I made so many friends who 
I know I will continue to keep in 
touch with me. Westchester County 
is a great place to grow up, but we 
often-times get a skewed vision 
of the world by living in this area 
of relative privilege.  I feel that 
by helping others, and by opening 
my eyes to a part of the world that 
lives so differently, I am now a 
more complete individual.    I have 
definitely caught the travel bug and 
want to volunteer internationally as 
much as I can!
   I’ve heard my teachers say that 
college is supposed to open your 
mind, but traveling and working in 
an impoverished area really opened 
my eyes as to how people live and 
the challenges they face in another 
part of the world.

Ashley Feuchs is beginning her 
senior year at John Jay High 

School in Cross River, NY.  She is 
also finishing up her humanities 
independent research project on 

corruption in developing countries.

   Recent test results for the No 
Child Left Behind Act conclude 
that it will probably not reach 
its goal to close the achievement 
gap between disadvantaged 
children and their better-off peers 
by 2014.  Understanding why 
this gap exists may help close it. 
   The best way to understand this 
situation is to go to the teachers who 
“lived” it.  I’d like to share my first 
experience “living” in a classroom 
of disadvantaged children. 
   I’d heard that teaching in a 
disadvantaged area was difficult.  I 
never imagined how difficult 
it could be.   I was assigned a 
second grade class.  The children 
had already experienced failure. 
They were reading below grade 
level.  Many didn’t know the names 
of the letters of the alphabet or their 
sounds.  There were children who 
were hungry, sleepy, restless, ill, 
and angry.  There were children 
who didn’t have pencils, notebooks, 
or their homework.  There were 
children who refused to listen.  Some 
said, “You can’t tell me what 
to do!  You’re not my mother!” 
   Getting and holding the attention 
of all of the children for an entire 
lesson wasn’t easy. Many of them 
needed individual help.  There 

No Child Left Behind Act 
By Helen H. Kapelman, M.S.

were children who never paid 
attention, children who’d given 
up because they no longer thought 
they were capable of learning, 
children who lost interest quickly, 
children who didn’t listen to 
explanations for themselves or 
their classmates, and children 
who were easily distracted.  One 
child could disrupt the entire class. 
   I kept asking myself, “Is it me?”  “Is 
it the children?” Teaching wasn’t 
new to me.  This was my seventh 
year of teaching. “I’m the same 
person who successfully taught 
all of the children in my class last 
year,” I told myself.  One-fourth of 
them had been bused from the inner-
city into the middle-class school in 
which I was teaching.  What can I 
do differently to help them learn? 
   I discovered that knowing how 
to teach well wasn’t enough to 
reach this class.  I needed to 
know how to discipline well, 
which was difficult.  It took 
weeks before I could reach the 
children so that I could teach them. 
   The classroom experience which 
I’ve shared was my class in 1965, 
the year in which the Elementary 
and Secondary Education Act 
was enacted.  The No Child Left 
Behind Act reauthorizes this act. 

   Forty-two years have gone by 
since my first assignment to an 
inner-city school and there are still 
disadvantaged children who are 
behind their better-off peers.  I’m 
in contact with teachers of 
disadvantaged children who inform 
me that many of the difficulties I 
encountered still exist.  What we 
are doing isn’t working.  Trying 
to close this gap is like trying 
to fill a bathtub with water in a 
tub that doesn’t have a stopper. 
   I’ve come to the conclusion that 
disadvantaged children are behind 
their better-off peers because many 
come to school not ready to learn. 
   The venerable educator Horace 
Mann once commented, “A teacher 
who is attempting to teach, without 
inspiring the pupil with a desire 
to learn, is hammering on a cold 
iron.” I would add, “A pupil who 
comes to school not ready to be 
inspired with a desire to learn, 
will have difficulty learning.” 
   Have you ever tried to feed a 
child who won’t open up his/her 
mouth?  That’s what it is like trying to 
teach a child who isn’t ready to learn. 
   It’s helpful for children to come 
to school knowing the alphabet, 
numbers, colors and shapes.  It’s 
crucial for children to come to school 

feeling that learning is valuable, 
and they are motivated to learn. 
   Who can best inspire 
disadvantaged children with a 
desire to learn?  Their parents!  We 
are not using this valuable resource 
optimally.  We need to make every 
parent aware that they have a role 
in their children’s education.  We 
need to define that role and provide 
parents with practical information 
to help them prepare their children 
to come to school ready to learn. 

   Parents need to know that they 
are responsible for nourishing 
the “whole” child from birth; 
his/her mind, as well as their 
body.  Parents need to know that 
it’s not too soon to begin thinking 
about their child’s future, even 
before they are born.  Parents 
need to know that they don’t have 
to be able to speak English or 
have a formal education to inspire 
their child with a desire to learn. 
   I had the opportunity to work 

with parents, and to present parent 
workshops as part of my job 
description as a Headteacher.  (I was 
a Headteacher for the last twelve 
of the thirty years of my teaching 
career in the New York City School 
System.)  I continued presenting 
parent workshops after I retired, 
including a series for parents in a 
homeless shelter.  I always found 
parents receptive to and appreciate 

see No Child Left Behind Pg. 6
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St. Chris in the News

Host Dr. Robert Maher (right) welcomes Dobbs Ferry Major Joseph Bova 
to the “St. Chris In The News” cable program. The interview with Mayor 

Bova is scheduled to run beginning October 1.

of the information that I provided. 
   We need to  reach  parents 
by “going where they go;” to 
institutions already in place - 
hospitals, health care groups, day 
care centers, nursery schools, 
social service agencies,  libraries, 
churches, and the media. 
   Have you ever felt that you 
would have done something 
differently if you’d had more 
information?   Parents shouldn’t 
be in the position of saying, “If 
I’d only known, I would have!” 
when their children fall behind in 
school.  Our emphasis should be on 
prevention rather than remediation. 
   Wouldn’t it be great if we were 
able to ignite a spark in every 
parent that would develop into a 
passion for education similar to 
the passion for sports?  Then every 
parent would inspire their children 
with a desire to learn.

No Child 
Left 

Behind 
Act

Mayor’s Column
Mary C. Marvin

Mayor of the Village of Bronxville

     “Back to School” presents an 
opportune time to discuss traffic and 
pedestrian safety in the Village.
      Drivers need to be particularly 
vigilant in the School environs.  
Automobile Club studies show that 
more than one third of motorists 
in school zones roll through 
intersections with stop signs.  As 
a practice, vehicles should slow 
down near the School and scan 
between cars and other large 
obstructions for signs that children 
could be stepping out.  AAA even 
advises driving with headlights 
on during the day so children and 
other drivers can better see the car.  
It is important to remember that 
as soon as a pedestrian enters a 
marked crossing where there is no 
traffic control device, traffic going 
in both directions is required by law 
to stop.
      Driving while talking on a cell 
phone remains a problem in our 
Village.  Not only does unauthorized 
use carry a fine of up to $100, but 
more importantly, distracts from the 
vigilance needed driving in a school 
zone.
      Our police department, in 
collaboration with Bronxville 
School officials, request that in the 
interest of safety and congestion 
relief, elementary school children be 
picked up at their entrance, middle 
schoolers at the front door and 
high school students on Meadow 
Avenue. If your child is not at the 
entrance when you pull up, kindly 
do the loop again so as not to 
impede flow.  Ideally, if your child 
is old enough, a designated meeting 
location near the school but away 

from the congestion would increase 
traffic flow and facilitate a speedier 
pick-up.
      As a guiding principle, we ask 
that you walk as much as possible 
in the Village.  With this in mind, 
the trustees passed a sidewalk 
regulation at the September Board 
meeting.  Homeowners are required 
to keep the walking area in front 
of their home, paved or not, free 
of accumulation of ice, snow and 
leaves and in good repair.
      We will send out notices to 
homeowners not in compliance 
to do the necessary repairs and 
maintenance, making walking safer 
throughout the Village.
      Many residents have registered 
concerns about speeding in certain 
areas of the Village.  If you think 
there is an issue, contact Lt. Satriale 
at our police department.  We will 
monitor the situation, get accurate 
data and traffic counts and make 
certain perception matches reality.  
In this year’s capital budget, 
we provided funds to purchase 
additional speed monitoring 

equipment.
      Residents have suggested stop 
signs as a way to slow traffic.
      The Village makes its traffic 
safety determination upon the 
recommendations of the Uniform 
Traffic Control Device section of the 
Codes, Rules and Regulations of the 
State of New York.  Decisions made 
contrary to their advice can impact 
liability.  The code explicitly states 
that “a stop or yield sign should 
not be used for speed control” or 
“used on an approach adjacent to 
one controlled by another stop sign, 
yield sign or flashing red signal, 
except when required by unusual 
conditions.”
      Historically, placement of stop 
signs at locations that run contrary 
to the stated guidelines has actually 
proven to increase speed as a 
result of drivers accelerating after 
coming to the stop.  Also, there 
is an increase in the incidences of 
rear end collisions at locations of 
improperly placed stop signs.  
      If collected data shows 
violations of the posted speed limit, 
the behavior is best corrected by 
sustained enforcement so please 
alert our police when you think 
there is a dangerous speeding 
condition.  Stop signs are not 
recommended on through streets 
with no adjacent intersection street 
unless accident data and traffic 
volume is significant and presents 
very unique circumstances.
      Working together, citizens and 
local government can help increase 
traffic and pedestrian safety 
throughout our Village.

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- Pointing 
out that New York is now losing 
much of its multi-billion dollar 
film and TV production business, 
County Board Chair Bill Ryan (D-
I-WF, White Plains) has taken his 
campaign to overhaul the state’s 
tax incentive program for the film 
industry to the New York State 
Association of Counties (NYSAC). 
    Ryan, 2nd VP of NYSAC, 
presented his case to the NYSAC 
Board of Directors at their meeting 
in Albany on Wednesday, September 
19, 2007.  He noted that the film 
industry business in New York, in 

Ryan Calls On New York’s Counties to 
Join Effort to Save State’s Disappearing 

Film Industry Business  
The Economic Impact Of Industry Benefits Taxpayers

particular the major studio driven 
films,* has largely dried up due to 
a weak state tax incentive program 
that has failed to keep pace with 
states such as Connecticut, New 
Jersey and Massachusetts.  
    Ryan asked NYSAC to consider 
joining the effort to get Albany to 
make the state’s incentive program 
competitive and bring this valuable 
and prestigious industry back to 
New York.  
   “This is about important revenue 
to the state and many counties and 
cities,” said Ryan. “We’re constantly 
looking for ways to relieve the 

burden on property taxpayers. Here 
we have an alternative source of 
revenue worth billions and we’re 
standing by watching it disappear. 
Neighboring states have the 
numbers to prove that our loss has 
been their gain.”  Ryan pointed out 
that six months into its new tax 
incentive program, Connecticut 
reported $52 million in new film 
production revenue, compared with 
only $750,000 for the six months 
prior to the start of its program.
    The NYSAC Board, representing 
hundreds of officials from the 
state’s 62 counties, agreed to assign 

its staff analysts to study the issue. 
They will gather additional data 
and information that could support 
reform legislation. “I’m hopeful 
their work will be available for 
review at our December Board of 
Directors meeting,” Ryan said. “At 
that time, I will ask the NYSAC 
Board to consider a resolution 
urging the Governor and Legislature 
to act.”   
    Soon after Wednesday’s meeting, 
Ryan began hearing from county 

representatives, some here in the 
Hudson Valley, of their interest 
in joining the effort.  “Everyone 
should react favorably to a revenue 
measure that helps reduce the 
property tax burden.”  

* For Westchester County, so far 
this year only 2 major movies were 

filmed as compared to 13 major 
movies in 2006.

THE BRONX, NY -- In response 
to today’s announcement by the 
U.S. Central Bank that interest 
rates would be cut to help ease 
the burden on banks caused by 
the current crisis in the sub-prime 
lending market, Senator Jeff Klein 
(D-Bronx/Westchester), who issued 
a report as recently as August on 
sub-prime mortgages in New York 
State, said the following: 
   “This is a bailout for the banks rather 
than a resolution for the borrower: 
it addresses only one aspect of the 
problem. We need 
to work with 
brokers to craft 
a strategy by 
which average 
Americans can 
keep their homes 
out of the grips 
of certain greedy 
lenders. It will 
be better for the 
h o m e o w n e r , 
better for the 
banks, the 
market, and 
ultimately better for society at large. 
I have already taken steps to work 
with Countrywide and other lenders 
to offer alternatives to homeowners 
and lenders alike.”  
1) Klein, who is leading a series 
of state-wide public hearings on 
the issue with his colleagues in 
the senate democratic conference, 
made the following policy 
recommendations:  
2) The Fed should not simply 
manipulate the market but must 
work to maintain current ownership 
levels. Maintaining homeownership 
will stabilize the housing market, 
appraised values, assessed values, 
social service expenditures, and 
property taxes.
 3) Banks should seek to renegotiate 
the terms of the loan rather than 
foreclose on the home. A vacant 
property is of lesser long term value 
to a bank, as well as a blight on the 
community. 
   As recently as 2001, New York 
had a relatively low sub-prime 
foreclosure rate, but rising interest 
rates, slowing home sales and 
rapid growth in sub-prime lending 
volume have pushed New York 
up to a tie for the fifth-highest 
projected foreclosure rate in the 
nation.  Of the sub-prime mortgages 
originated in 2005, more than 20% 
are expected to eventually end in 
foreclosure.

    Klein’s report found foreclosures 
rising at an alarming rate 
throughout the metro area.  In the 
last 13 months (from July 2006-
July 2007), there have been 14,559 
foreclosure filing in New York 
City alone, as well as an additional 
5168 in suburban Westchester and 
Nassau Counties, for a metro total 
of 19,729.  According to industry 
experts, New York State as a whole 
is on pace in 2007 to exceed the 
number of mortgage foreclosure 
filings in 2006 by a staggering 

60%. 
   Klein’s report 
also takes a 
closer look at the 
top ten lenders 
in foreclosure 
filings.  For the 
metro area, the 
top 3 foreclosing 
banks Deutsche 
Bank (2,299), 
Wells Fargo 
(1,791) and 
U.S. Bank, N.A. 
(1711) combined 

for 5,801 foreclosure filings in 
the past 13 months, or 29.4% of 
the total.  The top 10 foreclosing 
banks accounted for 54.9% of 
the metro area foreclosures with 
10,832 foreclosure filings in the 
study period.  Foreclosure data 
only records the owner of the loan 
at the time of its default, so these 
lenders may not be the originators 
of the loans, but rather may have 
purchased them from other lenders.  
   In April, Senator Klein introduced 
S5310 directing the State 
Mortgage Authority (SONYMA) 
to offer a program to help low and 
middle-income families prevent 
foreclosure by refinancing existing 
sub-prime loans with a fairer, 
non-predatory home mortgages.  
While that measure has not yet 
passed, SONYMA announced a 
new $100 million initiative in July 
to offer refinancing for at-risk 
homeowners currently stuck in sub-
prime mortgages.  Senator Klein 
has also introduced S6394, the 
“New York Sub-Prime Predatory 
Lending Prevention Act.”  The 
measure would include additional 
consumer protections on sub-prime 
home mortgage loans, including a 
prohibition on loan flipping when 
there is no tangible benefit to the 
buyer and a requirement that the 
lender verify the borrower’s ability 
to repay the loan.  

Rate, That’s Not All! 
Klein Calls Rate Cuts 

Insufficient Recommends Working with 
Banks to Resolve Situation for Borrowers
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Yonkers, New York

7$
Right Here  Right Now

Billion
in Development

Come Grow With Us
Did you know that $7 billion in development proj-

ects are happening right here, right now in Yonkers? 

The City of Yonkers features some of the broadest 

urban redevelopment plans in the New York Metro 

Area and is on the cutting edge of commercial, em-

ployment and investment opportunities for busi-

nesses just like yours. These exciting opportunities 

have been made possible by the Yonkers IDA.

We’re Here To Help
We offer qualified projects financial incentives in the 

form of sales and mortgage tax exemptions, real 

property tax abatments and tax exempt bonds.

Make Yonkers Your Next Stop
Call Ellen Lynch today!

470 Nepperhan Avenue, Suite 200
Yonkers, NY 10701

Phone (914) 509-8651
Fax (914) 509-8650

info@YonkersIDA.com

Mayor Phil Amicone, Chairman

2007 7Billion_wtteditor_resized.indd   1 9/14/07   12:01:05 PM

http://www.cityofyonkersida.com/
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Government • Law

Mercantile Lofts 
Loft For Rent
1500 square ft

2 bathroom
washer/dryer
central HVAC

Kitchen with all appliances
17 foot ceiling height

914-378-0100 ext 229

• Get UNLIMITED Local and Long Distance 
Calling for $2499 per month†.

• Voicemail, Caller ID, Call Waiting all included 
– 25 premium features in all!

• FREE Calls to Europe!v
–Italy, France, Spain, UK & Ireland

see details below for calling conditions

• Keep Your Phone Number .̂ Use Your Existing
Home Phone.

• Get Clear Digital Sound Quality Using
Your High-Speed Internet Connection.

• 30 Days RISK-FREE!<

Take Vonage
for a Test Talk!

NEW
!

No Credit Card

Required!

FREE MONTH OFFER ON $24.99 UNLIMITED RESIDENTIAL PLAN ONLY.  PLAN FEE WAIVED BUT ALL OTHER CHARGES APPLY. NEW SUBSCRIBERS ONLY.
v Free Calls to Europe Offer (Available Only with Unlimited Residential Plan) Does  Not Apply To Certain Call Types, Such As Calls to Cell Phones,
and is Limited to Italy, France, Spain, UK and Ireland. Other International Rates May Vary. See http://vonage.com/intrates for Details. Vonage 911 
service operates differently than traditional 911. See www.vonage.com/911 for details. High-Speed Internet or Broadband Required. Alarms and 
other systems may not be compatible. † Rates exclude: broadband service, regulatory and activation fees and certain other charges, equipment,
taxes, & shipping. International calls billed per minute. Offer valid in the US only. See Terms of Service. ‡ $300 savings claim based on 3/07 survey
of competing land line service providers. For details, visit www.vonage.com/compare1. > Recovery fee equal to the retail value of the router 
(phone adapter) applies if customer terminates after return period and prior to 1 year. < 30-day money back guarantee is refunded for any paid 
activation fee, 1st month service charge, initial shipping charges and termination fee. Applicable only to first ordered line per account. Available
only in the event of timely cancellation for subscribers who have not exceeded 500 minutes of usage and who obtain a valid return authorization
number from 1-VONAGE-HELP, and return of equipment in original condition and packaging within 14 days of cancellation. Refund will not 
include charges for taxes, international usage, payphone calls to Vonage toll free numbers and directory assistance. Offer revocable. ^ Where
available. The number transfer process takes approximately 10 business days from the time you confirm your transfer request. ©2007 Vonage.

1-800-975-5250Call:

It’s Easy to Save with Vonage:

FREE
Phone

Adapter!>

Vonage: PC World’s 2006 
World Class Award Winner
for VOIP Service July 2006

Award-Winning
Quality!

Try Us for
1 Month

FREE!
see details below

Save
$300

a year on your
phone bill!‡

up
to

GREENBURGH, NY and 
YONKERS, NY -- “Today, 
thousands of Americans dedicated 
to the ideals of truth and justice 
are gathering at 
the LaSalle Parish 
Court House in 
Jena, Louisiana to 
protest an obscene 
miscarriage of 
justice that is being 
perpetrated on six 
young African-
Americans. In a 
racially-charged 
environment that 
local authorities 
allowed to get 
out of control, 
these six teenagers were arrested 
after a fist fight and charged with 
aggravated second-degree battery 
and conspiracy. Although one of the 
young defendants, Mychal Bell, has 
had his conviction as an adult struck 
down by Louisiana’s Third Circuit 
Court of Appeals, a conviction that 
could have resulted in a 15-year jail 
sentence, he remains in jail, where 
he has been since December.”
   “Meanwhile, the legal fate of 
Bell and his five fellow high school 
students, a group now known world-

Statement by NYS 
Senator Andrea 

Stewart-Cousins in 
Support of the Jena Six

wide as the ‘Jena Six,’ remains in 
balance.
   “In this regard, the immortal words 
of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. from 

his 1963 ‘Letter 
from Birmingham 
Jail’ come to 
mind: ‘Injustice 
anywhere is a 
threat to justice 
e v e r y w h e r e . ’ 
   “The truth 
is, if we’re not 
protecting these 
young Americans’ 
legal rights, then 
we’re putting at 
risk the legal rights 
of all Americans 

in ever state of the union. This 
is why protesting any travesty 
of justice as such is necessary. 
   “It’s time for justice in Louisiana 
for the Jena Six. But until Mychal 
Bell is released from jail and 
subjected to fair legal proceedings 
for himself and co-defendants, there 
will be no justice for these young 
African-Americans. So, I applaud 
the swelling of peaceful protest in 
Louisiana, and anywhere else it is 
needed, to bring attention to this 
profoundly important matter.”

WASHINGTON, D.C. – 
Congresswoman Nita Lowey 
(D-Westchester/Rockland) and 
Congressman Eliot Engel (D-Bronx/
Westchester/Rockland) last week 
announced that Yonkers Public 
Schools has received a $3 million 
grant from the U.S. Department of 
Education to enhance the learning 
environment and encourage success 
for all students.  
   “Federal support for local school 
districts is essential if we are to 
ensure that all students have a chance 
to be successful,” said Lowey.  “I 
am pleased that the Department of 
Education has responded to this 
need in Westchester County.”
    Engel said, “Every dollar we put 
into education is one that pays us 
back in multiple ways. This is not 
only an investment in the future of 
the children of Yonkers, but in the 
future of our country.”
    The Smaller Learning 
Communities Grant Program is 
designed to encourage large high 
schools to undertake research-
based strategies in developing and 
implementing smaller learning 
environments.  Local educational 
agencies are eligible to apply 
on behalf of an individual large 
high school or a group of large 
high schools.  Through the 
program, Yonkers Schools hopes 
to eliminate the achievement gap 

between minority and non-minority 
students; increase reading and 
math performance; and increase 
participation in higher education.
    With enthusiasm and appreciation 
for the efforts of Congresswoman 
Lowey and Congressman Engel, 
City of Yonkers Superintendent 
of Schools Bernard P. Pierorazio 
acknowledged that the Smaller 
Learning Communities Grant 
couldn’t have come at better time.  
“One of the district’s non-negotiable 
goals for our high schools is a 
5% annual increase in graduation 
rates through 2014.  The extended, 
focused learning time for students 
after school, on Saturdays and 
during the summer, melded with 
freshman academies and advanced 
technology infused instruction 
will support our efforts,” said Mr. 
Pierorazio.
    Yonkers Public Schools has 
doubled the number of students 
participating in college-bound 
Advanced Placement (AP) and 
International Baccalaureate (IB) 
courses over the past four years.  
More then 1,100 AP and IB exams 
were administered to students in 
May 2007.  The Class of 2007 
earned $14 million in college 
scholarships.  “Yonkers students, 
with the right support, achieve at 
high levels,” concluded Pierorazio.

Lowey and Engel 
Announce $3 Million 
in Federal Education 

Funds For Yonkers Public 
Schools

Face It - Elder Abuse Happens

using identification afforded by this 
Governor’s loophole, the blood will 
be on his hands,” said Ball. 
      Governor Spitzer’s controversial 
plan would stipulate that a Social 
Security number is no longer 
needed to obtain a driver’s license 
from the State Department of Motor 
Vehicles.  In lieu of a Social Security 
number, the Department will accept 
foreign passports and other forms 
of identification, irrespective of 
people’s legal standing. 
      The problem with the 
Governor’s plan is three-fold: it 
does not distinguish between aliens 
who are here legally and illegally; 
it encourages illegal immigration 
to continue; and, finally, while 
the United States does not issue a 
national identity document, in most 
instances the driver’s license serves 
that purpose.  Driver’s licenses are 
used in cashing or writing checks, 
required to board airplane or trains 
and to enter government building.  
The driver’s license serves as the 
de facto “national identity card” 
of choice.  Many argue that by 
allowing illegal aliens to easily 
obtain a driver’s license, the state 
would be green lighting their 
“official” status.  
      Among the September 11 
terrorist hijackers and those who 
helped plan the attacks were at least 
35 driver’s licenses.  These driver’s 
licenses undoubtedly helped the 
terrorists in obtaining layman’s 
“official” status in opening bank 
accounts, renting cars and trucks, 
and gaining pilot’s certifications.  
      According to national security 
expert Michael Cutler, the 
Governor’s plan may also violate a 
section of law.  Section 1324 of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act 
states:  
      “Any person who - 
         (i) knowing that a person is an 
alien, brings to or attempts to
       bring to the United States in any 
manner whatsoever such person
       at a place other than a designated 
port of entry or place other
       than as designated by the 
Commissioner, regardless of 

Ball to Governor: Stop Enabling Illegals
whether
       such alien has received prior 
official authorization to come to,
       enter, or reside in the United 
States and regardless of any
       future official action which 
may be taken with respect to such
       alien;
         (ii) knowing or in reckless 
disregard of the fact that an alien
       has come to, entered, or remains 
in the United States in
       violation of law, transports, or 
moves or attempts to transport
       or move such alien within the 
United States by means of
       transportation or otherwise, in 
furtherance of such violation of
       law;
         (iii) knowing or in reckless 
disregard of the fact that an
      alien has come to, entered, or 
remains in the United States in
       violation of law, conceals, 
harbors, or shields from detection,
       or attempts to conceal, harbor, 
or shield from detection, such
       alien in any place, including 
any building or any means of
       transportation;
         (iv) encourages or induces an 
alien to come to, enter, or
       reside in the United States, 
knowing or in reckless disregard of
      the fact that such coming to, 
entry, or residence is or will be
       in violation of law; or
         (v)(I) engages in any 
conspiracy to commit any of the 
preceding
       acts, or
         (II) aids or abets the 
commission of any of the preceding 
acts,
      shall be punished as provided in 
subparagraph (B).
       (B) A person who violates 
subparagraph (A) shall, for each 
alien
     in respect to whom such a 
violation occurs - 
         (i) in the case of a violation of 
subparagraph (A)(i) or (v)(I)
       or in the case of a violation of 
subparagraph (A)(ii), (iii), or
       (iv) in which the offense 
was done for the purpose of 
commercial

       advantage or private financial 
gain, be fined under title 18,
       imprisoned not more than 10 
years, or both;
         (ii) in the case of a violation 
of subparagraph (A)(ii), (iii),
       (iv), or (v)(II), be fined under 
title 18, imprisoned not more
       than 5 years, or both;
         (iii) in the case of a violation 
of subparagraph (A)(i), (ii),
       (iii), (iv), or (v) during and in 
relation to which the person
       causes serious bodily injury (as 
defined in section 1365 of title
       18) to, or places in jeopardy the 
life of, any person, be fined
       under title 18, imprisoned not 
more than 20 years, or both; and
         (iv) in the case of a violation 
of subparagraph (A)(i), (ii),
       (iii), (iv), or (v) resulting in the 
death of any person, be
       punished by death or imprisoned 
for any term of years or for
       life, fined under title 18, or 
both.” 

      Considering this section of law, 
it would certainly appear that this 
plan violates the immigration and 
act. 
      “The gist of this whole fiasco is 
that the Governor is clearly aiding 
and abetting people to violate this 
law by failing to draw a distinction 
between who is here legally and 
who is here illegally,” commented 
Cutler who was en route from 
an appearance discussing the 
Governor’s plan on MSNBC.   
      He continued, “The inspections 
process that illegal aliens avoid 
is more than a formality.  The 
inspector at a port of entry is 
charged with keeping out those 
aliens whose presence in our 
country is contrary to our nation’s 
best interest.  This includes aliens 

who have criminal backgrounds, 
dangerous diseases, involvement 
with terrorist or criminal activities 
or organizations, or have been 
previously deported from the 
United States.  Additionally, this 
includes aliens who are likely to 
take the jobs of American citizens 
and resident aliens or aliens who 
are likely to become public charges. 
When these aliens are able to 
conduct business as usual here in 
the United States, it sends a clear 
message across the world that not 
only can you come to our country 
and violate our laws, but you will 
also be rewarded for breaking the 
law.  Giving out driver’s licenses to 
illegal aliens is an example of such 
a benefit.” 
      Additionally, a related national 
security report released just 
last week by Congress’ General 
Accounting Office confirmed that 
it has become increasingly easy for 
illegals to obtain driver’s licenses 
using false documents.  This has 
heightened national security risks 
and further substantiates the recent 
Federal Trade Commission’s report 
which estimated 3.3 million people 
were victims of full-blown identity 
theft just last year alone. 
      “From so many perspectives, 
this is just wrong.  I’d like to 
remind our Governor that our state 
was attacked on September 11 by 
illegal aliens who were living right 
under our noses.  The people of 
our state are especially sensitive to 
these matters and I find it enraging 
and insulting that our new Governor 
would even consider such a notion, 
much less put it into practice,” 
concluded Ball. 
      There is currently no legislation 
addressing this topic before the 
State Legislature. 

BROOKLYN, NY -- On Thursday, 
September 20, I took my first trip 
down to the Appellant Division 
Supreme Court of the State of 
New York, located at Monroe 
Place, in Brooklyn, New York. The 
commute was mundane and the 4 
train takes one just a block or so 
from the court house. The building 
may I add was historic and looked 
almost regal at the same time.  I 
have been to court houses but this 
was the most salubrious yet. To tell 
the truth I’m surprised they did not 
invite me in for tea and crumpets. 
   When entering the court, one 
knew that one was in a special 
place, where the laws of the land 
were been discussed and argued and 
appealed.  I digress. Interestingly 
enough most of the cases before the 
court were medical malpractice. I 
now know why medical expenses 
are so high. The premiums pay for 
lengthy lawsuits and not medical 
care, not to mention padding 
the insurance companies. The 
Appellant Division: Second 
Department was presided over 
by Judges Crane, Florio, Lifson 
and Carni., the panel for the day. 
    I was here to observe the 
calendar case # 18 The Matter of 
Annabi vs the City Council of the 
City of Yonkers, of which I am one 
of the plaintiffs.   This case was 
about the changing of the super 
majority requirement to a simple 
majority vote by the City Council, 

From Page 1

One Nil in Extra Time
The City Council vs The City Council 

By Martin McGloin

in regards to the Ridge Hill Project, 
perhaps the most controversial 
project ever in the history of 
the City, or even the County. 
    First up on the left side facing the 
bench was Kevin Plunkett of the 
Law firm Profitt, Thacher Wood, 
as appellant representing the City 
of Yonkers and the City Council of 
the City of Yonkers.  Mr. Plunkett 
pointed out the issue was Municipal 
Law 239m. He argued that county 
law 277.61 superceded municipal 
law 239m. Mr. Plunkett stated 
that the  County’s own regulations 
pointed out that only certain projects 
required and warranted referral. 
Mr Plunkett stated that not every 
planning issue goes to the County. 
He pointed out that pages 476-9 
of the county’s own planning code 
require referral in only certain cases. 
By allowing this decision of Justice 
Colabella, Mr. Plunkett pointed 
out that this was an extension of 
Municipal Law 239, which was 
not the intention of the Law. On 
two occasions when referring to 
the Judge Colabella decision, Mr 
Plunkett repeatedly fumbled the 
ball. He referred to a Judge Nicolli 
and quickly corrected himself. Mr 
Plunkett stated the obvious in that 
the Yonkers City Council on it’s 
own motion brings this revision, 
the ultimate public hearing is at the 
polling booth”. Does he disagree 
with term limits I thought silently 
to myself? I guess Mr Plunkett has 

never been to a public hearing in 
Yonkers, especially the Ridge Hill 
ones. I cordially invite him to one. 
   At about Noontime, on the right 
side facing the Judges, Mr John 
Murtagh representing Smith, Buss 
Jacobs introduced himself . He 
stated as respondent he was in a 
unique roll, as counsel, plaintiff and 
city councilman. Before allowed to 
present his argument, Mr. Murtagh 
was questioned repeatedly by Judge 
Lifson, who did not appear to agree 
with the supermajority requirement. 
*Actually Mr. Murtagh was cross 
questioned on his argument much 
more than his opponent. John 
Murtagh pointed out that Yonkers 
was not unique in that  63 other 
municipalities, towns and villages 
in the state of New York had a 
supermajority law  requirement 
on their books.  It was pointed 
out that the City had changed and 
revised itâ€™s zoning code in 
2000, and could have changed the 
supermajority vote requirement 
then, but did not.  The fact that the 
land effected, the RidgeHill site, 
off route 87 in Yonkers abutted 
Westchester County land and a 
county highway afforded them 
the opportunity to issue a negative 
declaration on the project. It was 
pointed out that this triggered the 
supermajority requirement. Then an 
election retired the sitting council 
president Mr. Richard Martinelli 
as he lost his seat. The 4-3 vote 

happened without a public hearing 
and the rest is history as to how this 
case proceeded. As a closing remark 
it was pointed out by Mr Murtagh 
that the goalposts were moved 
to rubber stamp this Forest City 
Ratner project and hence the public 
hearing requirement never met and 
that was one reason why the case 
was before this appellant court. 
   Quite an interesting experience 
for me; this being my first visit 
to this court. I would concur with 
Mr. Murtagh that it was 1-1 on 
the case with 2 not decided yet, 
and I wait patiently for the courts 
decision, despite the fact that Judge 
Nicholas Colabella has already 
ruled in our favor in April of 2006. 
So we are up by one at halftime. 
Surprisingly the City of Yonkers 
has continued with this appeal at 
the taxpayers’ expense, something 
which appears moot as the project 
was re-voted in July 2006 by a 5-2 
supermajority of the City Council. 
   *(The City of Yonkers, requires 
a supermajority vote of 5-2 , by the 
City Council when the County of 
Westchester planning board declares 
a project  to negatively impact the 
county. I would argue that this is a 
good thing as it is a real check and 
balance on City Government.)

Martin McGloin is a co-founder of Community First Development Coalition, founded in 2005 to provide 
accurate information about development projects in the City of Yonkers. Learn more at the 

http://communityfirstdevelopmentcoalition.blogspot.com/ Website.
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Scott A. Grimshaw, of Yonkers, 
died on Wednesday, September 19, 
2007 at age 36. Born on September 
5, 1971, to Bruce and Loretta 
(Schulman) in Yonkers, where he 
was raised and attended Sacred 
Heart, Saunders and Gorton HS. Mr. 
Grimshaw worked as a kennel aide 
for the City of Yonkers Department 
of Parks and Recreation for the last 
five years. On Feburary 19, 1999, 
he married Katrina Wylong in 
Yonkers, where she survives, living 
in Valley Cottage. Besides his wife 
and parents, Scott is survived by 
his son, Christian Scott Grimshaw; 
two sisters, Michelle Clinton of 
New City and Laura Mulchaey 
of Bronxville, his nephew, Sean, 
and three nieces, Carly, Kyra, and 
Kate. He is also the son-in-law to 
Maryanne and Willie Wylong. He 
was predeceased by his daughter, 
Angel. Funeral Services were held 
at the funeral home; interment, 
Mount Hope Cemetery. Donations 
may be made to the educational 
fund for Christian Scott Grimshaw. 
WHALEN & BALL F.H. 168 Park 

In Memoriam
Ave., Yonkers (914) 965-5488. 
www.whalenandballfh.com

SSG Courtney A. Hollinsworth, 
U.S. Army, 26, of Yonkers, died 
on Sunday, September 9, 2007, in 
Iraq. Beloved husband of Stephanie 
(nee Errebo) Hollinsworth. 
Loving son of Antonio and Hope 
Hollinsworth Coaxum. Devoted 
grandson of Sylvester and Audrey 
Hollinsworth and Mary A. Coaxum 
and the late Henry Coaxum. Dear 
brother of Nicole Coaxum and 
stepfather of Emma Grace. Also 
survived by his great grandmother, 
Evaleena Hollinsworth; aunt and 
uncle, Mark and Joyce Corpas; 
cousin, Tori Corpas, several nieces 
and nephews and a host of good 
friends and relatives. Visitation was 
held at Whalen and Ball Funeral 
Home; Funeral Service was held 
at the Community Baptist Church; 
interment followed at the Calverton 
National Cemetery, Calverton, NY. 
Whalen and Ball Funeral Home 168 
Park Ave., Yonkers (914)965-5488. 
www.whalenandballfh.com

Anna May Malcolm (nee Toburn), 
of Yonkers, died on Sunday, 
September 16, at age 92. Born July 
31, 1915 to John and Margaret 
(McCrudden) Toburn in Yonkers. 
She graduated from Holy Eucharist 
and Commerce High School. She 
worked at Alexander Smith Carpet 
Shop and during the war, she 
worked for the Army Air Corps. In 
1939, she married James Malcolm 
in Christ The King Church; he 
died in 1985. Anna May was a 
parishioner of Christ The King 
Church; a volunteer for Queen’s 
Daughter Nursery and the Hudson 
Valley Blood Bank; she also worked 
as an Inspector for the Democratic 
Party Election Clerk. Mrs. Malcolm 
is survived by her sister, Catherine 
Ennis of Yonkers and her six 
children, Susan Davenport (David) 
of Cortlandt Manor, Paul Malcolm 
of Yonkers, Margaret Logan 
(George) of Cornwall, Christine 
Phillips (David) of Cooper City, FL, 
Isabella Freyer of Lake Worth, FL; 
a daughter-in-law, Jeanne Malcolm 
of Shelton, CT, and a god-daughter, 

Kathleen Ennis of Yonkers, and 
several nieces and nephews. She is 
also survived by 11 grandchildren, 
James Malcolm (Julie), Lorina 
Ouimmette (Michael), David 
Davenport (Jamie), Peter 
Davenport, Sheila, Patrick and 
John Henry Logan, Sara and Lisa 
Phillips, Adam and Christie Freyer 
and four great-grandchildren, Julia, 
Collin, James and Mackensie. She 
was predeceased by her son, James 
and her sisters, Evelyn Lockwood 
and Margaret Lunham. Visiting 
hours were held at the Whalen 
and Ball F.H. Mass of Christian 
Burial was conducted at Christ 
The King Church; interment, Mt. 
Hope Cemetery. Whalen and Ball 
Funeral Home168 Park Ave., 
Yonkers (914)965-5488 www.
whalenandballfh.com 

Floyd A. Violette Sr. (Pappy) 77, of 
Yonkers passed away on September 
15, 2007. He was born on July 6, 
1930 in Presque Isle, Maine, to 
Markey and Esther Sleeper Violette. 
He was a Yonkers resident for over 

55 years. Floyd proudly served his 
country in the US Army as a Sgt. 
during the Korean War from 1949-
1952.where he received the Korean 
Service Medal, Bronze Service Star 
and the Good Conduct Medal. He 
was a member of the American 
Legion. Floyd married his loving 
wife, Yolanda Balazsi on April 
16, 1950 in St. Mary’s Church in 
Yonkers. He worked for the US 
Postal Service for 30 years, last as a 
supervisor, retiring in 1990. He then 
worked as a mail room supervisor at 
St. John’s Riverside Hospital for 16 
years which he enjoyed greatly and 
was currently employed at the time 
of his death. Floyd dedicated his life 
to his children and grandchildren. 
Floyd is predeceased by son, John 
(1957), his sister, Frances Wright, 
brothers, Herbert and Basil Violette 
and a brother in law, Vernon 
Wright, Sr. Floyd is survived by 
his loving children, Floyd (Sonny) 
Jr. of Hartdale, Richard of Yonkers, 
Mark of Stamford, CT, Joseph of 
Yonkers, Catherine Violette of 
Yonkers, Maria Klein of Yonkers, 

Laura Violette of Garnerville, 
NY; his cherished grandchildren, 
Angela Marie, Anna Marie, Joseph, 
Matthew and Chloe. Also surviving 
are his brother and sister in law, 
Michael and Marion Kruszynski 
of Yonkers, his nieces, Maureen, 
Mary, Marlene and nephews, 
Herbert and Vernon, Jr (Sonny) and 
their families. A Mass of Christian 
Burial was held for Floyd at Christ 
the King Church in Yonkers with 
Interment following at St. Mary’s 
Cemetery in Yonkers. The family 
received friends at the Whalen 
and Ball Funeral Home. In lieu of 
flowers, donations can be made in 
Floyd’s memory to the American 
Cancer Society, 2 Lyons Place, 
White Plains, NY 10601. Whalen 
and Ball Funeral Home 168 Park 
Ave-Yonkers (914) 965-5488 www.
whalenandballfh.com 

timely, as it coincides with the 
announcement of breakthrough 
research by these same scientists-
-K. David Harrison and Gregory 
Anderson of The Living Tongues 
Institute, and National Geographic, 
on the distribution and rapidly 
increasing number of endangered 
languages.
    This film, commissioned by 
the National Science Foundation, 
follows closely behind Harrison and 
Anderson as they race to document 
the world’s threatened languages.  
With unparalleled access, the 
filmmakers captured incredible 
stories of hardship, danger, and 
both confrontation and high 
emotion with speakers.  The film 
vividly details how half the world’s 
7,000 languages are in danger of 
extinction in the next hundred years. 
“The Linguists” takes viewers 
from the mountains of Bolivia to 
the swamplands of Siberia to the 
easternmost cliffs of India to trail 
the scientists confronting this crisis 
on the frontlines.
    The world-renowned linguists 
are K. David Harrison, Assistant 
Professor of Linguistics at 
Swarthmore College and Director 
of Research for the Living Tongues 
Institute for Endangered Languages, 
and Gregory Anderson, a specialist 
on the languages of Siberia who 
is also the Founding Director of 
the Living Tongues Institute for 
Endangered Languages. Their 
expeditions entail searches for 

Ironbound Films Crossing Borders with 
Debut of “The Linguists” Documentary

languages with often only a handful 
of speakers alive. The linguists’ 
most formidable obstacle is fear: 
fear among speakers of using 
a language that has often been 
driven into silence by centuries of 
oppression; and their own fear of 
venturing into unknown and often 
life-threatening areas. The linguists 
discover amazing features of the 
languages they document—from 
incredibly complicated counting 
systems to words that describe the 
medicinal benefits of plants yet 
unknown by Western science.
    The Linguists will premiere for 
the public this fall in film festivals 
around the world.  Possible debuts 
include the Sundance Film Festival, 
Tribeca Film Festival, Telluride 
Film Festival, New York Film and 
Video Festival, Seattle International 
Film Festival, and more to be 
announced. 
    A leader in producing stories of 
innovation and human achievement, 
Ironbound’s videos have explored 
technology and documented 
construction and engineering 
projects, including reconstruction at 
the World Trade Center site. Having 
filmed all over Asia, Europe and the 
United States, no topic or territory 
is out of Ironbound’s reach when it 
comes to capturing the truest and 
most captivating material on film. 
    “The work of linguists to 
document dying languages is an 
incredible and Herculean effort,” 
says President of Ironbound Films 

Daniel A. Miller. “It’s a race against 
time; a tale of scientific ingenuity, 
cultural survival, and raw emotion; 
and a rich tapestry of rarely heard 
sounds, wonderful characters, and 
intense visuals. This film provides 
us the opportunity to raise public 
awareness about a serious global 
crisis in a way that is moving and 
entertaining.”
    About Ironbound Films
    Ironbound Films is an award-
winning television and new 
media production company. It 
creates films and videos for national 
broadcast, the web, educational, 
marketing, public relations, and 
fundraising use.  Ironbound 
founders Seth Kramer, Daniel A. 
Miller and Jeremy Newberger 
have twice been nominated for 
Emmy Awards for Outstanding 
Historical Programming. They have 
produced documentaries for PBS, 
NBC, The Discovery Channel, 
A&E, ESPN, and other cable 
outlets. Ironbound has also spent 
the last decade creating countless 
hours of web programming 
for early adopters of broadband 
video content, including Cisco 
S y s t e m s ,  B r o a d b a n d 
Enterprises, and Sun 
Microsystems. Ironbound’s work 
for the Internet has garnered AEGIS, 
Communicator, and Telly Awards.  
For more information about 
Ironbound Films, please visit www.
ironboundfilms.com

From Page 1
DOBBS FERRY, NY -- Greenburgh 
Hebrew Center is proud to 
announce that their spiritual leader 
since 1984, Rabbi Barry A. Kenter, 
has been selected by the Jewish 
Theological Seminary to receive 
an honorary Doctor of Divinity at 
a special convocation at JTS on the 
afternoon of December 13, 2007.
    The occasion will enable the 
Seminary’s Faculty, Administration 
and Board of Trustees to express 
their collective esteem and thanks to 
Rabbi Kenter for more than twenty-
five years of religious leadership to 
Klal Yisrael, the Jewish community, 
and the Conservative Movement.
    This year marks the 60th 
anniversary of Greenburgh  Hebrew 
Center in service to the Jewish 
community of the Rivertowns 
and the surrounding area.  Rabbi 
Kenter has selected this New Year 
– 5768- to expand the Tikkun Olam 
Initiative (repairing the World) that 
the synagogue has been supporting 
for many years. Included among 
the many Social Action Outreach 
projects are “Midnight Run” 
(delivery of food and clothing to the 
homeless), annual Kol Nidre Sock 
and Underwear Drive, “Hospitality 
is Us” (hosting residents of 
Kittay House of The Bronx in our 
Sukkah),   participating in “Asking 
Tough Questions: A Conversation 
with the Children of Abraham”- 
Center for Jewish-Christian-
Moslem Understanding Dinner 
& Dialogue with Rabbi Marc 
Gellman, Father Patrick Ryan and 

Rabbi Barry A. Kenter to Receive 
Honorary Doctor of Divinity

Imam Kareen Adeeb (Rabbi Kenter 
is a founding Board Member of  
this organization), children of the 
Greenburgh Hebrew Center School 
delivering food to the Valhalla 
Homeless Shelter, Interfaith 
Thanksgiving Service with local 
churches, sharing Thanksgiving 
and Christmas preparation and food 
serving to the needy, Hanukkah and 
Passover deliveries to The Bronx, 
and Nursery School Trikathon  
benefiting the American Cancer 
Society are among the many 
scheduled projects.
    Rabbi Kenter is a native 
Californian.  He graduated from 
California State University at 
Northridge with a BA degree in 
History and Standard Secondary 
Teaching Credential.  He was 
a Rotary Foundation Graduate 
Fellow at the Catholic University 
of Louvain, Belgium, where he 

was awarded both first and second 
licenses with distinction, the first 
in Political Science, the second 
in International Relations and 
comparative Political Science. 
He holds a Bachelor of Hebrew 
Literature degree from the 
University of Judaism and a Master 
of Arts degree from The Jewish 
Theological Seminary of America, 
which ordained him in 1980.  
While at the Seminary, he received 
the Lillian M. Lowenfield Prize in 
Practical Theology, the Annie F. 
Schimmel Memorial Prize and the 
Rabbi Philip Alstat Prize.  Several 
years ago, Rabbi Kenter returned to 
the Seminary, where he is pursuing 
a doctorate in Medieval Studies.
    Rabbi Kenter is deeply involved in 
community affairs.  He is a member 
of the Board of Governors of the 
New York Board of Rabbis and was 
chairman of the Council of Regional 
Presidents of the Rabbinical 
Assembly.  A past president of the 
Westchester-Rockland Rabbinical 
Assembly, he has been honored by 
the Jewish Theological Seminary 
with a Rabbinical Service Award 
and by the Jewish Education Fund 
with the Jack Sonkin Memorial 
Award.  He has served on the Dobbs 
Ferry Youth Council and is active 
in ecumenical projects throughout 
Westchester.  Rabbi Kenter is a 
member of the Board of Trustees of 
the Community Hospital at Dobbs 
Ferry.

SHENANDOAH VALLEY, VA --
The cow savoring the grass waving 
in a slow breeze by the side of 
the one lane country road did not 
look up as the Saab 9-3 Aero went 
airborne.
      I was ridge running a winding 
course through Virginia’s Blue 
Ridge Mountains, replete with brief 
straight-aways, sharp curves, and 
short, steep hills which immediately 
plunged back down and curved 
over a gurgling stream. This was 
the latest incarnation from the car 
company put together after World 
War II by 16 aircraft engineers, 
the one with the wide, aggressive, 
sloping front tapering into a svelte 
rear – the terrestrial version of the 
slim tail end of a jet.
      So it was not surprising that 
after popping Missy Elliott’s Party 
People into the CD player, gunning 
the turbo-charged, aluminum V-6 
engine, feeling the vibrations from 
twin exhausts, and being pushed 
back into the leather seats as the 
speedometer passed 90 that the 9-3 
hit the crest of a hill and kept going 
in a slow, graceful arc past Bessie 
and her mid morning snack. The 
Aero flowed, rather than fell back 
to earth, the 17-inch wheels of the 
front wheel drive car smoothly, 
tightly gripping the road again as 
I tapped the paddle shift, dropped 
down from forth to third gear and 
rolled through the curve at the 
bottom of the hill, then raced to the 
next hill and flew the Saab again. 
When the sun is high and the road is 
clear there are few better ways to go 
ridge running than in the Saab 9-3.
      On the road or gliding above 
it, the Saab 9-3 is a sport sedan 
which combines mid level comfort 
and polish with the luxury level 
technological prowess you would 
expect from a firm which advertises 
its engineers ahead of its engines. 

Shifting Gears
Low Flying Jets: Ridge Running in a Saab Aero

By Roger Witherspoon

This is a car designed to compete 
in the road running range with 
the Audi A4, BMW 3-series, and 
Volvo S-40, and Infiniti G-37 sport 
sedans in the $35,000 to $45,000 
range. And while its styling is still 
Scandinavian eclectic, its road 
handling ability and comfort will 
give its chosen competitors a run 
for their money.
      Outside, the Saab has gotten a 
face lift. The styling is still from 
Ikea, but the edges have been 
softened to make the car look less 
austere. The front is a wide oval 
which manages to simultaneously 
look both aggressive and smiling 
with small xenon headlights which 
swivel in the direction the car is 
turning. Inside, the 9-3 still has the 
sterile-looking blowers in the dash, 
but the look has been softened by 
adding cherry wood and a touch 
of chrome to what had been a 
sterile control panel. These touches 
give the 9-3 a warmer look more 
reminiscent of a Toyota Camry or 
Audi. 
      For entertainment, Saab has 
installed a Bose sound system and 
11 speakers – sufficient to clearly 
distinguish every instrument in a 
symphony orchestra, or host the 
neighborhood block party. The 

system can hold six in-dash CDs, 
you can plug a few thousand 
musicians from your iPod into the 
MP3 connection, or catch a range 
of songs and voices from XM radio. 
There is an easy to use, satellite 
based navigation system or, you 
can obtain step by step directions 
from General Motors’ OnStar 
communications network to get you 
to your destination.
      But the Saab has always been 
about performance, and the 9-3 
Aero comes in two road running 
flavors. The standard Aero sport 
sedan is a front wheel drive sports 
car with electronic stability control 
which can selectively dampen the 
brakes on each wheel to improve 
overall traction. It comes with a 
six speed automatic transmission 
which has an electronic manual 
mode using paddle shifts attached 
to the steering wheel. This was the 
airborne model, powered by a 255-
horsepower engine that retails at 
about $38,365.
      Then there is the souped up 
Aero with cross wheel drive and 
an engine tuned to 280 horsepower.  
According to its designer, Peter 
Johansson, the cross wheel 
drive gives the Saab 9-3 Aero 
performance stability to rival the 

Porsche 911. Johansson grew up 
with Saab performance cars: his 
grandfather was one of the firm’s 
original 16 founding engineers 
and his dad, Siguard Johansson, 
introduced turbo charge to the Saab 
powertrain. 
      “Cross wheel drive is a system 
which lets you have more torque 
on one wheel than you would be 
able to have any other way,” said 
Johansson. In practice, the cross 
wheel allows the transmission to 
shift nearly all the torque  to the 
front or rear axels, and then to 
either or both wheels as needed to 
maintain control under any road 
condition.
      In practice, he said, the system 
works this way: If you are driving 
at 90 miles an hour on a highway 
and there is a puddle of water on 
the passenger side of the car, the 
right front tire will hit the pool first 
and the tire will begin to spin faster 
because of the lack of traction. The 
Saab’s electronic system will sense 
the change and the traction condition 
and, within the 80 milliseconds 
it takes for the right rear tire to 
hit the same puddle, nearly all of 
the power has been shifted to the 
left rear tire which is still on dry 
pavement. The car is then propelled 

past the water hazard and torque is 
again redistributed evenly among 
the tires and front and rear wheels. 
The change is seamless.  The effect 
is the ability to retain control over 
the car in unexpected situations or 
even in a deliberate drift on a gravel 
slalom course. The cross wheel 
drive adds about $2,000 to the price 
of the Saab Aero – which may be 
a bit much on a car which already 
handles as well as anything else on 
the road. 
      The new Saab is the type of car 
that is comfortable enough to make 
you look forward to a long, leisurely 
road trip. But its handling ability is 
intoxicating, and it is difficult to 
resist flooring the Aero’s accelerator 
and simply running wild. 
2008 Saab 9-3 Aero Sport Sedan 
MSRP:      $38,365
EPA Mileage:  15 MPG City   24 
MPG Highway 
Performance/ Safety:
                  0 – 60 MPH   6.3 
Seconds
                  0 – 100 MPH   7.9 
Seconds
                  Top Speed   130 MPH 
2.8-Liter, aluminum high-output 
turbo V-6 engine producing 255 
horsepower and 258 pound/feet 
of torque; front wheel drive; front 

wheel drive; 17-inch 5-spoke alloy 
wheels; bi-xenon swivel headlights; 
fog lights; 6-speed automatic 
transmission with manual sport 
mode and paddle shifts; electronic 
stability control; power assisted 
rack & pinion steering; independent 
4-link rear suspension; 4-wheel 
hydraulic disc brakes; front, side-
curtain airbags. 
Interior/ Comfort: 
AM/FM XM satellite radio; Bose 
surround sound with 11 speakers; 
6-disc in-dash CD and MP3 player; 
fingertip audio and cruise controls; 
tilt and telescope leather steering 
wheel; OnStar communications 
system; Bluetooth connection; 
heated leather seats; fold down rear 
seats. 
Competitors: 
Audi A-4, BMW 3-series, Volvo S-
40, Infiniti G-37

Roger Witherspoon is automotive 
columnist to the Dallas Examiner, 
Westchester Times Tribune, and 

Yonkers Tribune,  
among other media.
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Conceptual renderings of the planned new River Park Center and Palisades Point.

Join representatives from Struever Fidelco Cappelli 

LLC (SFC) for information and discussion about the 

preliminary Draft Environmental Impact Statement (pDEIS) 

on the proposed redevelopment of downtown Yonkers.

6:30–8:30 p.m.
Grinton I. Will Library

1500 Central Park Ave., Yonkers, NY

For More Information, log onto
www.sfcyonkers.com

Monday, October 1, 2007

Join Us for an Update
Regarding the Proposed

Redevelopment of
Downtown Yonkers


