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Testimony before the New Feld Asserts Westchester
York State Commission
Property Taxes Will
on Property Tax Reform Double in Next 10 Years
Oppenheimer Says All Well in Westchester

By Phil Amicone
Mayor of the City of Yonkers

INSIDE

leaders in Albany must be willing
to address its root causes and that
won’t be easy or politically popular.
But so far at least, the governor
and this commission have shown
a willingness to
listen
through
hearings
like
these, which I
am hopeful is
indicative of an
equal willingness
to act. And let me
add that I think it
says a lot about
the governor’s
intentions
to
enact real reform
that
he
has
appointed such
qualified
and
respected people
to serve on this
commission.
So thank you for holding today’s
hearing here in Yonkers, New York’s
fourth largest city. I think you will
find as you travel across the state
that, even though we all face the
see Testimony Pg. 3

LARCHMONT, NY -- Property
taxes in Westchester County will
at least double within the next 10
years if the
state does not
pass a local tax
cap and take
urgent action
to
address
the runaway
spending and
unfunded
mandates that
have
made
We s t c h e s t e r
property taxes
the
highest
in the nation,
asserted New
York State Senate candidate Liz
Feld. At the League of Women’s
Voter’s Debate of October 23,
2008, incumbent Senator Suzi
Oppenheimer
countered
that
everything is economically okay
in Westchester, an assertion she
has repeatedly stipulated at similar
forums during the recent weeks of
the campaign.
“On average, property taxes are
rising by seven percent a year in
New York State, according to the

New York State Commission on
Property Tax Reform. That alone
will double property taxes in 10
years. In some
We s t c h e s t e r
towns, though,
property taxes
are rising at
a much faster
rate, by double
digits
in
some, which
would double
taxes
even
more quickly,
advises Mayor
and
Senate
candidate
Feld.
“The property tax crisis in
Westchester is going to get much
worse if we don’t act now,” Mayor
Feld said. “If people thinking
$10,000 or $15,000 property taxes
are bad, just wait until they go to
$20,000 and $30,000. We must
take urgent action now to address
this crisis, and that means a tax cap,
spending reform and a fair share
of state school aid for Westchester
school districts.”
see Feld Pg 5
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Brodsky Releases
Congressional Testimony
on Yankee Stadium
WASHINGTON,
D.C.
-Assemblyman Richard Brodsky
testified in front of the Congressional
Domestic Policy Subcommittee
on Friday, October 24, 2008, at
2145 Rayburn, in Washington D.C.
The
hearing
was
entitled
“Gaming the
Tax
Code:
The New York
Yankees and
the City of New
York Respond
to Questions
about
the
New Yankee
Stadium.”
  The testimony
highlighted the
violation
of
sworn promises
by New York
City to the IRS
that
Yankee
S t a d i u m
would be fairly assessed. The
Assemblyman provided additional
information of this inflated
assessment.
The testimony also states that:
   “Based on the evidence then
available, the Interim Report
concluded that there was no

measurable economic benefit to the
region or the community resulting
from massive public subsidies of
the new Stadium, that the public,
not the Yankees were paying for
the new Stadium, that the actions of
the New York
City IDA were
at
variance
with
the
requirements
and purposes
of State law,
that the binding
promises made
to the IRS as a
condition of
receiving the
tax exemption
were broken,
that
the
assessments
of the land and
Stadium were
knowingly
inflated, that
the public interest in affordable
ticket prices had been ignored,
that fundamental decisions about
these subsidies were made in secret
and without effective participation
by elected officials, that the
securitization of PILOTs was a
see Brodsky Pg. 6

Minority
Leader
NEW YORK, NY,
and
YONKERS,
Liam McLaughlin,
and Councilmember
NY -- The vote was
Dee Barbato whose
cast; the final tally
terms respectively
had 29 approve
expire in 2009.
and 22 disapprove
extending
term
The bill, drafted
by the Bloomberg
limits
beyond
administration,
present law which
would amend a
limits New York
The Hezitorial charter provision
City office holders to
approved twice in
a maximum of two
consecutive four-year terms. The referendums that set a limit of two
argument that only Mayor Michael four-year terms for elected officials.
Bloomberg can shepherd the city In Yonkers, in the process of
through the crisis on Wall Street imposing term limits, former Mayor
with his financial acumen won the John Spencer’s plans for a third term
day. The vote has decimated all in office collapsed. Councilmember
aspiring mayoral candidates that John Murtagh espoused the need
were hoping to succeed the popular for term limits and acceded to
New York City mayor. In Yonkers, office on that argument, in fact,
the argument made in support of in his present bid for New York
Mayor Michael Bloomberg has been State Senate to represent the 35th
contemplated for three term-limited District, the literature he is mailing
Yonkers City Councilmembers, that
see The Hezitorial Pg. 2
is, Majority Leader Sandy Annabi,
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Good afternoon Chairman Suozzi,
members of the commission.
Welcome to Yonkers. I also want
to welcome the many people in
attendance today who’ve come
from across our
state to share
their thoughts
and convictions
on this very
important issue.
We are pleased
to have all of you
here. (Delivered
October
22,
2008)
Let me begin
by commending
Governor David
Paterson
for
convening this
commission.
As you are well
aware, New York’s crushing tax
burden --- especially ever expanding
property taxes --- are the single
biggest factor contributing to our
state’s competitive disadvantage and
the flight of business and the middle
class away from the Empire State.
To truly solve this problem, our

Software

Twenty-nine members of the City He won the battle but lost so many
Council voted October 23, 3008, soldiers that, for two millennia, his
to over-rule 586,890 New Yorkers name has signified a victory that is
who, in a referendum, had rejected not worth its cost.
an earlier proposal by the Council
In this case, the mayor’s loss
to lengthen their
is marginal and
eligibility from two
reputational.
terms to three.
He has always
The result is
portrayed himself
considered
a
as a truthful person.
victory for Mayor
Part of his appeal is
Bloomberg, and it
based on the belief
is a victory in the
that because he is
sense that, if the
so rich he does not
vote had gone the
have to lie, cheat,
other way, it would
or steal, as lesser
have been a rebuff.
persons sometimes
As it was, it took
feel they must
personal appeals
New York Civic to enhance their
by the mayor to
assets, relationships
councilmembers
or station in life.
who would otherwise have voted
People understand that on some
No on the bill.
issues positions change in the light
It has been widely reported is that of new events. ta But this is the
Councilman James Vacca changed mayor so keenly aware of time that
his position from No to Yes based he placed dozens of clocks in city
on the views of his mother. We offices to count down his remaining
had not heard that since the late days in office. For him to change
Congressman Thomas Manton said his mind suddenly and seek 1461
in 1976 that he had voted No on the additional days on top of the 2922
gay rights bill because he had been he will already have served by the
told to do so by his father.
end of his second term is a dramatic
However, it is a victory that may reversal of direction.
turn out to be Pyrrhic. The phrase
To attribute this decision to a
derives from King Pyrrhus of world financial crisis which has
Epirus, who fought a battle with the
Romans in 280 B.C.E. at Heraclea.
see Twenty-Nine Pg. 3

Gronowski
Refused
LeRoy Neiman
Access to
Celebrates Lady Liberty’s
City Hall
122nd Birthday
Briefings

YONKERS, NY -- Councilmember
Joan Gronowski (District 3)
was Tuesday night advised by
her fellow councilmembers that
Yonkers Mayor Phil Amicone had
forbade her participation in any of
the seesions planned by his office
this Thursday, October 23, 2008,
regarding Yonkers City Council
briefings on the Land Disposition
Agreement (LDA) component of
the SFC Yonkers Inc. development
project. Gronowski learned of
her exclusion from the planned
Thursday sessions following the
Yonkers
Councilmembership’s
biweekly Leadership Meeting with
see Gronowski Pg. 7

Portrait of Liberty by LeRoy Neiman. 38 x 28 ½ inches. Edition quantity:
450 numbered; 90 artist proofs; and 9 printer’s proofs.
NEW YORK, NY -- On the
commemoration of the one hundred
and twenty second anniversary
of the Statue of Liberty, LeRoy
Neiman and Knoedler Publishing
are pleased to announce the
release of his latest limited edition

serigraph, “Portrait of Liberty.”  
It was also announced that LeRoy
Neiman, Hammer Galleries and
Knoedler Publishing are gifting a
framed silk-screen to The Statue
see Leroy Neiman Pg. 4
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takes unequivocal credit for setting
term limits to two terms. Murtagh
is serving his second term but has
three more years of service in that
position.
Besides Bloomberg and
councilmembers,
the
city’s
comptroller and public advocate
and four of five borough presidents
could seek third terms in 2009 by
passage of this vote. Bloomberg
announced his intention to re-write
the term limits law three weeks ago
despite his having backed the term
limits law and even vetoed a 2002
bill that would have amended it.
Mayor Bloomberg enjoys a 75
percent approval rating, almost
90 percent of city voters say the
issue should have been put to a
referendum reported in an October
21, 2008 Quinnipiac University
poll. After term limits were imposed
in Yonkers, the issue of staggering
the terms of councilmembers

coming up for a vote brought about
a “solution” that extended the
second four year term for Annabi,
McLaughlin and Barbato to 6 years
terms.
Bloomberg’s success at passing
the term-limit proposal comes after
several high-profile failures. During
his first term, he lost a campaign
to put a new football stadium on
Manhattan’s West Side, seen as the
centerpiece of the city’s bid to host
the 2012 Summer Olympics. Earlier
this year, he failed to get the New
York State Legislature to approve
a controversial plan to toll cars
entering the most crowded parts of
Manhattan, with the goal of cutting
traffic and pollution.
Should Yonkers be pushed toward
rescinding term limits, Yonkers
Mayor Phil Amicone is almost
certain to run for a third term.
Annabi, McLaughlin, and Barbato
will do likewise.

Barring an extension to term limits,
Amicone will recede into retirement
pastures. Barring an extension to
term limits, Annabi will need to
defeat Westchester County Board
Majority Whip and Legislator Jose
Alvarado. It will be a tough fight.
Annabi may simply buy into staying
where she is. Barring an extension
to term limits, McLaughlin will
need to grow his private practice
ensconced in difficult financial
times. He wants to stay where he is.
Barring an extension to term limits,
Barbato will need to fight Yonkers
City Council President Chuck
Lesnick for his seat. Lesnick will
have Westchester County Executive
Andy Spano and Westchester
County Clerk Tim Idoni, among
other powerful Democrats destroy
her chances and exposes her to
losing her job for Westchester
County.
Councilmembers Patricia McDow

and Murtagh have three more years
left in their second term, Murtagh
has been discussed. McDow will
find it easier to stay put.
The only person presently
on the Yonkers City Council,
Councilmember Joan Gronowski
has three years left to her first
term. She may or may not run for
reelection.
In New York, extending term limits
has decimated political aspirations.
In Yonkers, people considering
challenging for the expected seats
on the Yonkers City Council to
become vacant will find them still
warmed by those presently in office
with the support of Mayor Amicone.
The contest for Mayor of Yonkers
will have thwarted Assemblyman
Mike Spano’s consideration for
that office, as well as of Murtagh’s
aspirations for that same office.
Despite hearing that Amicone is a
political neophyte, Mayor Amicone

may have concluded a deal in
which he has four solid votes on the
Yonkers City Council, a shaky one
presently in McDow, and a likely
detractor in Gronowski. Murtagh,
being a young man will reluctantly
wait for 2013 for his chance at
becoming Mayor of Yonkers.
The most salacious aspect of
this scenario is that it exposes
governance in Yonkers for what
President
Abraham
Lincoln
suggested would be, that is
“Government of the people, by
the people, for the people, shall
not perish from the Earth.” If that
is so, Yonkersites may simply be
overdosing on morphine, and still
the pain does not subside. To avoid
this calamity it would behoove
Councilmember and NYS Senate
candidate John Murtagh to read his
own literature and lead the people
to avoid the people going over the
cliff.
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Weir Only Human: It’s About Judgment, Not Patriotism
By Bob Weir

“Facts are stubborn things; and
whatever may be our wishes, our
inclinations, or the dictates of our
passion, they cannot alter the state
of facts and evidence.” That famous
quote from John Adams sums up
the evidence against domestic
terrorists, Bill Ayers and Bernadette
Dohrn. As leaders of the Weather
Underground, a violently radical
group dedicated to overthrowing the
government, they were involved in
the bombing of police headquarters
in New York in 1970, the Pentagon
in 1971 and the Capital building
in 1972. In a 1970 interview,
Ayers summed up the Weatherman
philosophy as: “Kill all the rich
people! Break up their cars and
apartments! Bring the revolution
home! Kill your parents! That’s
where it’s really at!” On September
11, 2001, as terrorists were flying
jetliners toward the World Trade
Center and the Pentagon, Ayers was
the subject of a New York Times
article in which he declared: “I
don’t regret setting bombs; I feel
that we didn’t do enough.” And
recently, when asked if he would do

From Page 1
gone on for months is a difficult
premise to understand. Surely he
knew before last month’s deadline
for putting a referendum on the
ballot, that there was a significant
decline in revenues which would
affect New York City’s budget. In
fact, he prudently ordered budget
cuts to deal with the situation.
The issue before the Council
yesterday was often simplified
and somewhat distorted by the
press as a yes or no vote on Mayor
Bloomberg. In fact, many of the
No voters are more sympathetic
to the mayor than some of the Yes
voters. Nor is it a vote on whether
he deserves a third term, many No
voters had no problem with a third
term, if a referendum supported his
eligibility. It is the machine hacks
who predictably voted es Yes who
will be pressured to endorse for the
Democratic Mayoral candidate.
The problem here was that the
Council took advantage of what may
be a legal loophole in order to allow
it to over-rule the will of the people.
It was certainly not the intention of
the authors of the charter to allow
this kind of flim-flam, and the
Councilmembers were specifically
prohibited from lengthening their
own terms or in other ways fiddling
with the electoral process.
The appropriate way to proceed is
through charter revision. The mayor
said in his state of the city address
in January 2008 that he would
appoint such a commission, as he

it all again, he replied: “I wouldn’t
discount the possibility.”
Ayers went underground in 1970
after his girlfriend and two other
members of the Weathermen were
killed when a bomb they were
making exploded in a Greenwich
Village town house. That bomb
had been intended for detonation
at a dance that was to be attended
by army soldiers at Fort Dix, New
Jersey. Hundreds of lives could
have been lost had the plan been
successfully executed. Ayers, when
questioned about it years later,
agreed that the bomb would have
done serious damage, “tearing
through windows and walls and,
yes, people too,” he said without the
slightest trace of remorse. Dohrn
soon joined him in the fugitive
world when she was placed on the
F.B.I.’s 10 Most Wanted List and J.
Edgar Hoover called her “The most
dangerous woman in America.”
When I recall the many lives lost
during those turbulent years, I’m
amazed that those two escaped the
death penalty. The fact is; given the
liberal climate that has gripped our

Weir Only Human
nation; they never even spent a year
in prison.
After a decade on the run, the two
surrendered in 1980, but all charges
against them were dropped due to
what was declared an “improper
surveillance” technicality. In a
subsequent book about his life,
Ayers’ commented on his trial by
saying: “Guilty as sin, free as a bird,
America is a great country.” In 1969,
after the Manson family murders in
Beverly Hills, Ms. Dohrn, speaking
at one of her extremist organization
meetings, told the audience how
much she admired what the pack of
murderers did to the victims. “Dig
it! Manson killed those pigs, then
they ate dinner in the same room
with them, then, they shoved a
fork into a victim’s stomach.” This

is the mentality of the people who
bombed, murdered, evaded justice,
and went on to become professors
at liberal universities in Illinois.
In the mid-1990s, after they had
established themselves with the
academic community, these vicious
reprobates, who had become
man and wife, hosted meetings at
their Chicago home and, allegedly,
introduced Barack Obama to their
neighbors during his first run for
the Illinois Senate. In addition,
it’s a matter of record that Obama
worked closely with Ayers on
community projects. Nevertheless,
that doesn’t mean Obama is a
terrorist! I don’t agree with his
political philosophy, but I see him
as a decent man in an epic struggle,
trying to deflect criticism from
past associations. My fear is that
he may be naïve enough to allow
people like Ayers and Dohrn to
influence him. Perhaps an example
of his gullibility is his willingness
to meet with tyrants around the
world
without
preconditions.
When Iranian dictator, Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad, says he’s committed

to destroying Israel, our greatest
Middle East ally, you don’t appease
him and make him look reasonable
by agreeing to have a private chat
with him.
Instead, if you have acquired
worldly wisdom and informed
judgment, you intuitively recognize
that he’s a madman who’s
committed to our destruction too.
In the final analysis, it’s a fact
that the Illinois Senator has some
sinister characters in his past and
they have played a major role in his
political ascendancy. Investigating
his relationship with them is not
an attempt to smear him, or to
call him unpatriotic; it’s an effort
to understand his capacity for
sound decision-making. We’d be
irresponsible indeed to pretend
that a candidate with questionable
judgment should be spared serious
scrutiny on his way to the White
House.
Bob Weir is a contributing
columnist to Yonkers Tribune
and Westchester Times Tribune.
BobWeir777@aol.com.

Twenty-Nine Outstretched Palms
has done three times previously.
Unfortunately, he has not yet done
so.
Under the existing City Charter,
matters to be placed on the
November ballot must be approved
by the City Clerk sixty days before
the election. This year that date
was September 5. The mayor
waited until that date had passed to
announce publicly that he sought
re-election and exemption from the
charter. The delay precluded the
public from voting on the issue this
year.
The City Charter itself is a lengthy
document, and is properly subject
to amendment by the City Council.
Probably a two-thirds vote, rather
than a simple majority, should be
required to amend the city’s basic
governing document. But in any
event, Section 38 of the Charter
forbids the Council to amend those
parts of it which deal with duties
and powers of the mayor, the
length of terms of elective office.
In general, it prohibits the Council
from mucking around with the
election process.
This charter was adopted in 1989
by referendum. It protected the
people’s right to vote on issues
submitted to them. The charter did
not mention term limits, which did
not exist at the time, it therefore did
not specifically prohibit the Council
from repealing or amending them
without a referendum, although it
clearly would have done so if the

possibility had been considered.
In 1993 the Charter was amended
by voter-initiated referendum, and
eight year term limits were imposed
on city elected officials. They were
made effective in 2001, so that no
one’s term would be cut below eight
years. In 1996 the Council proposed
to lengthen the eight year period to
twelve years. That proposal was
defeated in a second referendum.
The Council did not have the
effrontery to try to repeal or amend
term limits by itself. It recognized
the sovereignty of the public on this
issue. It also could have foreseen
that, if it dared to disregard the
public will in that matter, another
referendum would be placed on
the ballot the next year not only
restoring the eight-year term limit
and specifically removing the
Council’s doubtful authority to
over-rule the public by extending its
members eligibility for re-election.
Whereas the 1993 referendum
reasonably and fairly made its
effective date eight years later,
in 2001, the Council’s attempt to
reverse the two referenda was to
take effect immediately. The very
people who gained office in 2001
because their predecessors were
forced to retire, now, because their
own time to rotate off the Council
was approaching, sought to change
the rules by themselves so they
could remain in office. To 89% of
the people polled by Quinniapac,
that is not an appropriate action.

Only 7% supported the move. To
pollsters, that is virtual unanimity.
The fight is far from over, there will
be lawsuits and appeals to the Justice
Department which may or may
not succeed. But ultimately, this
dispute will be decided by the voters
of the City of New York in another
referendum, possibly in 2009.
There is a Charter provision that if
the mayor places a charter revision
on the ballot, another referendum
cannot be held that year. Mayor
Bloomberg has used that device in
the past, it forestalls referenda. He
has said he will appoint a charter
revision commission to report in
2010. If he attempts to appoint
another commission in 2009,
seeking to prevent a referendum
that year, there will be an additional
issue to contest, both in the courts
and before the presumably Obamaappointed Justice Department,
which is likely to have a broader
view of citizens’ rights than the
Bushies.
You cannot blame the mayor’s
advisors for his aggressive attitude.
Many of us think that he should be
eligible to seek a term three, other
mayors have. A referendum on that
question can and should be held in
the Spring 2009. By attempting to
preclude such a referendum, the
Mayor and the Council is showing a
lack of confidence in the wisdom of
the people. They may be uncertain
of the result, but that is no reason
to waive the principle of popular

sovereignty.
An unfortunate by-product of the
mayoral extension is a new lease on
public office for 35 councilmembers
whose second terms will expire next
year. They voted 23-12 for the bill
to save their skins (a polite word),
and provided more than the seven
vote margin of victory. The 16 other
members voted No by a margin of
10-6.
The prolongation of mediocrity
was the price the mayor had to pay
for using the Council as his route
to over-ride the referenda. In fact,
the reports that the vote was a great
victory for Bloomberg ignores the
fact that the great majority of yes
votes were cast by the Incumbent
Protection League, members who
were grateful (to the extent they can
be) that the mayor gave them cover
for their naked ambition. Actually,
the primary ambition of most of
them is simply to stay in place.
That is much better and richer than
their real-world prospects. It is
easy to understand that clinging to
office for as long as possible is, for
most of them, a course of action far
preferable to seeking actual work,
or reverting to their prior careers as
community organizers.
There is more to write about
on this subject that has not been
reported elsewhere. But this is
enough for one day, even if it leads
to a weekend. We’ll be back next
week with a further examination
of the intricacies of the plot, and
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On
the
Level
with
Hezi Aris
on
WVOX
1460 AM
Radio
NEW ROCHELLE, NY – Listen
to the On the Level with Hezi Aris
call-in program on WVOX-1460
AM radio this and every Tuesday.
The show is heard live by way of
streaming audio technology on your
computer, from 10:00 am through
11:00 am.
For those who can’t get enough
radio, consider listening to Hezi
Aris every Monday and Thursday,
at 8:30 am, as he discusses events
impacting Westchester politics
with Bob Marrone, host of Good
Morning, Westchester. Join Bob
Marrone every day from 6:00 am
through 9:00 am during your daily
commute from Monday through
Friday.
The call-in talk show format
invites your perspective; share your
thoughts. Call us at 914-636-0110.
Those who call are asked to please
stay on topic.
its prospects for success. This
conflict is far from over. It may be
a significant influence in the 2009
campaigns, mainly for Council
seats.
There will be some spillover to
the mayoral race, but not enough to
affect the result. Mayor Bloomberg
is popular because of the work he
has done for seven years, and he is
likely to remain so. New Yorkers
make judgments on the entire
picture, not on a single action
with which they disagree. Besides,
although the mayor may be judged
less favorably as an abstraction, in
an election he will be judged against
the competition, which will have to
make the case of persuading the
voters that they are better qualified
to lead the City of New York than
he is.
Henry Stern is president of New
York Civic (www.NYCivic.org)
and a blogger on public issues.
He was New York City’s Parks
Commissioner for fifteen years
under Mayors Koch and Giuliani.

Testimony before the New York State Commission on Property Tax Reform
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common problem of excessively
high taxes due in large part to
unfunded state mandates, in each
town and city there are somewhat
unique circumstances that also
contribute to the property tax
burden borne by our residents and
businesses. Here in Yonkers, that
discussion begins with the inequity
of state education funding for our
public school system as compared
to every other city in this state.
I don’t think anyone here would
dispute that the most significant
factor contributing to high property
taxes are the costs associated with
running the various school districts
across this state. Here in Yonkers,
the Board of Education, which is
financially dependant on the city,
comprises well more than half of our
annual combined budget. Nearly 55
cents of every dollar we spend goes
toward education. Yet we receive
just over 40% of our revenues from
New York State, even though the
public schools are supposed to be
a state - funded responsibility as
provided by the New York State
Constitution. Needless to say that
leaves a large gap to be made up by
local taxpayers. Now it would be
one thing if those numbers were the
same --- or even similar --- as you
look at cities across New York. But
they’re not. .Not even close. Here’s
the reality: New York State pays
$17,200 thousand dollars to educate
each child in Buffalo. It pays
$13,500 to educate each child in
Rochester and in Syracuse the state

pays $13,600 thousand per student.
In Yonkers, New York State pays
only $10,300 to educate each of our
children while our taxpayers pay
more per pupil than any other city.
Members of the commission, herein
lies the biggest problem behind high
property taxes in Yonkers. Because
of the inherent inequities in state
education funding, we have been
forced to raise revenues locally to
make up the difference because we
have been unwilling to turn back
the progress that’s being made in
our rapidly improving classrooms.
For instance, despite the lowest
annual increases in state funding of
any of the “Big 5” cities over each
year of my administration, we have
increased our local contribution to
education by 61% since I took office.
Over this same four year period,
New York State has increased its
funding by a net of just 19%. This
financial commitment is making a
difference in our classrooms but it’s
also taking a toll on our families and
businesses through higher property
taxes.
You have heard me and other
mayor before me cry this same song
before, but I am hopeful that we are
beginning to make progress toward
solving this fundamental problem.
Our plea is beginning to fall on
open ears as both the governor and
the senate majority leader have
acknowledged the inequities in the
state education funding formula
that is at the root of this problem.
So I will again plead our case to this

commission. New York State has a
responsibility to treat our school
children and our taxpayers as it
does those in other cities across this
state. We must fix the state education
funding formula for good.
To do this, New York State must
reevaluate those factors on which
the formula is based. Right now,
the formula is heavily reliant on
property values. This is a flawed
system because, as you know,
the value of a home does not
necessarily reflect a family’s income
or its ability to pay taxes. This is
especially true in the downstate
communities where home values
have risen dramatically in recent
years because of the real estate
bubble --- well outpacing even the
higher enc of income levels. The
result is a tax burden based on
those home values that becomes
so cumbersome it forces families
out of their homes and ultimately
out of New York State. I know this
is a condition with which County
Executive Suozzi is well aware.
Another flaw with the formula
is that it makes no allowance for
a school districts population. Let
me explain. Although Yonkers is
treated like a wealthy suburban
school district by the state funding
formula, we are anything but. Our
public school population shares
much more in common with
Buffalo or Rochester or Utica
--- even New York City --- than it
does with Bedford or Scarsdale.
Consider that more than 75% of

our student population is minority
and that more than two-thirds of
the families that send their children
into our classrooms fall at or below
poverty level. I’m asking you to
consider these factors because the
state funding formula does not.
If the state can begin to address
these issues by fixing the chronic
inequities in the state education
funding formula, it will have done
more to relieve the property tax
burden in this city than any other
effort I can remember.
I do not make this request without
full realization that we at the local
level share the responsibility of
reducing the tax burden on our
residents and businesses. Although
responsibility for funding the public
education system lies predominantly
with New York State, responsibility
for administering public schools
lies in the hands of local officials
--- and rightfully so. Incumbent in
this responsibility is transparency.
Local officials must be honest and
open about what they’re spending
money on when it comes to local tax
dollars, and that’s what we have tried
to do here in Yonkers. For instance,
my administration has conducted
the most comprehensive audit and
subsequent financial reforms in
the history of our school system.
Independent reviews like we have
employed here in Yonkers help to
ensure the public trust that we are
spending their tax dollars wisely.
Efficiencies must also be achieved
to lessen the tax burden. Because

of the large overlap of taxing
authorities and responsibilities
(state, county, municipal, school,
fire, police, sewer, etc.) shared
services and consolidation must
be explored and implemented
whenever and wherever possible.
We are currently in the process of
implementing a system of shared
services in Yonkers between our
municipal and Board of Education
operations. But there are significant
institutional
and
structural
challenges to accomplishing these
efficiencies that this commission
can begin to address.
The biggest obstacle preventing
cost saving measures through shared
services are independent school
districts --- most of which across
New York have independent taxing
authority. Here in Yonkers we have
a dependent school district, yet the
authority to spend those tax dollars
resides solely with an independent
Board of Education. Local control
would give the community the
best opportunity to have a direct
impact on those costs through their
elected officials. While some have
viewed local control --- or mayoral
control, as it’s put --- of city school
districts as a power grab by chief
elected officials, I contend it is
exactly the opposite. Local control
would empower local residents
to have a direct impact on how a
school system spends its money
through the political process. It
would further empower local
elected officials on city councils to

have a greater control on the purse
strings and thus the bottom line. I
believe that local control ensures
the highest level of accountability
because it rests decisions in the
hands of local elected officials who
are most accessible to the people
and it has proven to be effective
where employed in New York and
around the country.
We have a unique system here
in Yonkers in that, as mayor, I
appoint the trustees to our Board
of Education and that’s different
than most set ups around the state.
That board of trustees then selects a
superintendent. I happen to be very
lucky because we have an excellent
Board of Education in that I took
a great deal of care to appoint
professional, independent-thinking
people as its trustees, and they
in turn selected an exceptionally
good superintendent in Bernard
Pierorazio --- and he’s proving that
every single day. But as you know,
independent-thinking people end
up acting independently, as they
should. If we’re looking to reduce
the cost and size of government
that contributes to high property
taxes, then an independent board
of education is not the best way to
do that. I still believe in the idea
of mayoral control of the board of
education, and when I say that I
mean financial and accountability
control. Elected officials should
have nothing to do with academics
and should stay out of the classroom.
see Testimony Pg. 4
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But when it comes to finances and
taxpayer accountability, I believe
mayoral control is the way to go and
it has been proven to be effective.
We have a unique system here
in Yonkers in that, as mayor, I
appoint the trustees to our Board
of Education and that’s different
than most set ups around the state.
That board of trustees then selects a
superintendent. I happen to be very
lucky because we have an excellent
Board of Education in that I took
a great deal of care to appoint
professional, independent-thinking
people as its trustees, and they
in turn selected an exceptionally
good superintendent in Bernard
Pierorazio --- and he’s proving that
every single day. But as you know,
independent-thinking people end
up acting independently, as they
should. If we’re looking to reduce
the cost and size of government
that contributes to high property
taxes, then an independent board
of education is not the best way to
do that. I still believe in the idea
of mayoral control of the board of
education, and when I say that I
mean financial and accountability
control. Elected officials should
have nothing to do with academics
and should stay out of the classroom.
But when it comes to finances and
taxpayer accountability, I believe
mayoral control is the way to go and
it has been proven to be effective.
Perhaps the biggest common factor
to high property taxes across our
state - from Buffalo to Binghamton
-- is New York State’s system
of unfunded mandates passed
down to local governments. Our
system of paying for entitlements
is fundamentally flawed because
it allows state leaders to force the
costs of their decisions onto local
governments, thus eliminating the
accountability for those decisions.
Over time, this system has
allowed the problem to go largely
unaddressed and even get worse. You
just heard from our Superintendent
of schools who told you that close
to $135 million of his budget goes
to cover state mandates. On the
city side of our budget it is close to
$50 million in pension and health
care costs alone. State mandated
costs (Medicaid, other health care
costs, the pension system) are
state programs and the legislature
and the governor must begin to
reform these programs whose costs
have grown astronomical and are
crushing property tax payers all
across New York.
Another role the state can play
is to provide greater oversight for
HMO’s. The Westchester County
Association has conducted studies
into the rising costs of health care
across New York that have revealed
how HMO’s are hording in surplus
literally billions of dollars in surplus
that if redistributed throughout the
statewide system could significantly
lower the cost of premiums both at
the state and local level. That is
money that was earned and needs
to be redistributed with an end
toward lowering costs. Likewise,
the Attorney General has begun to
go after large payments --- golden
parachutes --- made to executives
even in the midst of the current
financial crisis. Through New York
State’s oversight functions, there

is more Albany can do to reign in
high costs of heath care and pension
programs. That will ultimately save
money on the local level and help
contribute to property tax relief.
Finally, and perhaps most
importantly I want to say a word
about economic growth and
opportunity. No one can deny that
the more economic growth and
development that occurs within
a community, the less the tax
burden on individual businesses
and families because that burden is
spread across more people who pay
into the system. Here in New York
the tax burden on businesses and
families is too high. And now that
we are in tough economic times,
there will be tremendous pressure
on the legislature and the governor
to raise taxes --- or to scale back
tax incentives --- in order to make
up for revenue short falls. That
would be the wrong decision. The
worst thing New York State could
do in tough economic times is to
begin increasing the tax burden
on businesses. Businesses create
the jobs that are the life blood of
our economy. Crucial economic
incentives for growth and job
creation must remain in place and
even be strengthened in order to
make it through these tough times.
Keep in mind that our business
owners already face some of the
highest labor, materials and utility
costs anywhere in the country.
We must endeavor to keep the tax
burden low in order to make up
for that shortfall. Make no bones
about it: we are in competition
for business and jobs with cities
and states all across this nation.
And if those jobs and business
go elsewhere then we lose the
revenues those businesses and jobs
create and that cost always gets
passed down to local governments
through property taxes. So we must
do everything in our power to grow
business and create jobs, instead of
taxing them out of New York.
And the last thing I’ll say is
something I’ve said many times
before. I think sometimes political
leaders in Albany --- and I think this
is true in Washington at the federal
level as well --- they, meaning the
state legislators and other elected
officials, have lost sight of what
their function should be. Their true
function is to support the cities,
the towns and the villages all
across the state, not the other way
around. The local governments are
closest to the people and the state
and federal governments exist to
play a supporting role to those
local governments. That’s how the
system should work, but too often
the pyramid seems to be upside
down. If we can get back to that,
then we will have gone a long way
toward solving not only the present
fiscal crisis, but also the system that
feeds into chronically high property
taxes.
I thank you very much for the
commission’s time and attention.
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Business
LeRoy Neiman Celebrates
Lady Liberty’s 122nd Birthday

of Liberty-Ellis Island Foundation,
a non-profit 501(c)(3) dedicated
to preserving and enhancing the
Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island
for future generations.
“Mr. Neiman’s stunning
interpretation of Lady Liberty is a
brilliant gift on the occasion of her
122nd Anniversary,” said Stephen
A. Briganti, President and CEO of
The Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island
Foundation. “We are delighted to
accept his donation of this beautiful
portrait of America’s most beloved
icon as an outstanding addition to
our Statue of Liberty collection.”
The Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island
Foundation, Inc. is a non-profit
organization founded in 1982 to
raise funds for and oversee the
historic restorations of the Statue of
Liberty and Ellis Island, working in

partnership with the National Park
Service/U.S. Department of the
Interior. Its endowment has funded
over 200 projects at the islands.
Neiman’s dynamic
brush
stroke
and
powerful
color
palette
encapsulates
the essence of
Liberty.
What
Emma
Lazarus
emblazoned
in
words on the
pedestal of the
great statue, “Give
me your tired,
your poor, your
huddled
masses
yearning to breathe free”, the
enduring hopes and dreams that
universally proclaim freedom, all

this is symbolized in this riveting
“Portrait of Liberty.”
Dedicated on October 28, 1886
the statue was a gift of friendship
from the people of
France to the people
of the United States
in
recognition
of the friendship
established during
the
American
Revolution.
The
idea was conceived
in 1865 at a
dinner party near
Versailles, France.
The
honored
guest was the
sculptor Frederic
Auguste Bartholdi who was
then commissioned to design a
sculpture in time for the centennial

of the American Declaration of
Independence.
1986 Statue of Liberty is sold-out
In 1986 Neiman pictured the
statue with his celebrated sold-out
centennial edition serigraph, “Lady
Liberty.” Now, twenty two years
later, it seems appropriate that the
artist, one of the most famous living
American painters, has chosen to
portray this colossal bust of just
the head and crown, a beacon of
freedom proclaiming to the world,
“life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness.”
For more information, please visit:
www.LeRoyNeiman.com

The Fine Print
By Lisa Fine
My kids love Halloween! It is
such a fun time of year - and why
not, from getting dressed up, to
marching in the local parades, to
attending the many area parties,
to our annual neighborhood pizza
dinner, to trick-or-treating and
getting all of the candy - what’s not
to love. But we always had a few
rules at our house.
Rule: No store bought costumes
for us. Homemade costumes only
- the sillier and more creative the
better. And the costume can not
cover your face.
Rule: Also, the costume for the
dog can not include paint or makeup.
Rule: Be safe. Walk with a

flashlight and stay with your friends
while trick-or-treating. Never buy
the candy too early (my family will
open it and eat it all up.)
Rule: Only give out chocolate!
Rule: When looking through the
bags of candy, Mom and Dad have
the last word on what candy stays
and what goes.
Rule: If your ‘goodie’ bag contains
any Almond Joys or Mounds – they
immediately go to Mom and Dad.
And all Baby Ruth candy bars go to
your grandmother.
My last rule is that there is always
too much candy and we need to find
a place to donate some of it to.
Trick or Treat! And now I can smile
… because Dr. Benjamin Dancygier

of Valley Pediatric Dentistry is
participating in a nationwide
campaign to promote dental health
while giving something back to
the troops. He will buy back the
Halloween candy that area trickor-treaters collect and donate
it to ‘Operation Gratitude’ for
distribution to service men and
women deployed overseas.
Children can bring their bags
of goodies to the Valley Pediatric
Dentistry office at 3630 Hill
Boulevard, Suite 401 in Jefferson
Valley on Monday November 3
from 2 pm to 5 pm. Dr. Dancygier
and his staff will weigh and pay
each child $1 for each pound of
candy that is collected.

‘Operation Gratitude’ (www.
opgratitude.com) is a nonprofit organization, based in
California, which sends gift
packages to the troops and uses
Halloween candy to include in the
holiday gift boxes they send
out in December. For additional
information, call Valley Pediatric
Dentistry at 914 245-7100.
Now that makes for a wonderful
and happy Halloween!
To submit information for The
Fine Print, please send emails to
TheFinePrintNY@verizon.net, call
914 243-9761, or visit the www.
LisaFineCommunications.com
Website.

AeroCity Debuts Urban Wind Power Turbine
POUGHKEEPSIE, NY -- AeroCity
LLC today introduced Hudson
Valley business and government
leaders to its urban rooftop
“Aerotecture” wind turbine, an
engineering installation to be
followed by the manufacture of
demonstration units in Kingston,
NY, early next year. The company
also announced that it has received
notice of a $1 million grant from
New York State.
“The Poughkeepsie installation
and the New York State Energy
Research
and
Development
Authority (NYSERDA) award
are significant steps leading to
the manufacturing of wind power
generators suitable for placement
on multi-story buildings and
bridges. They can help New York
City achieve Mayor Michael
Bloomberg’s ambitious alternative
energy vision,” said AeroCity
President Bill Jacoby.
In contrast to most wind-farm
propeller-driven generators, the
Aerotecture turbine, with its unusual
DNA-like helical blade, will deliver
energy directly to the building on
which it is mounted, rather than to
utilities via transmission lines. This
means that the turbine need only
compete with the retail price of
power (currently over 20 cents per
kilowatt hour in New York City)
rather than with the wholesale price
(closer to five cents); and it can
offer the building owner assurance
against price increases for the life of
the turbine. Multiple turbines will

contribute to meeting a building’s
total power needs.
NYSERDA Grant
At today’s event, organized
by the technology business
accelerator Hudson Valley Center
for Innovation, Inc., (HVCFI),
Sarah Osgood, a representative
of NYSERDA, announced that
her organization has awarded
AeroCity the grant to fund product
improvements. Jacoby commented,
“The grant will fund an aggressive
program that will establish AeroCity
as the clear leader in the field of
metropolitan area wind power.”
Investment Firm Retained
Jacoby also announced that the
firm has entered into an agreement
with Tencer & Solomon LLC,
investment bankers. “This is a
major step forward for AeroCity.
Tencer & Solomon brings strategic,
tactical and operational planning,
along with assistance in reaching
potential investors,” said Jacoby,
adding that Tencer is already in
advanced discussions with several
investment groups on AeroCity’s
behalf.
Taking Orders
The company announced that it has
begun taking orders for AeroCity’s
first-generation turbines, to be
manufactured starting early next
year. “Many building owners
have contacted us over the past
year, expressing their interest in
purchasing Aerotecture turbines.
We are preparing for our first
manufacturing run of demonstration
models to meet orders received by
December 15.”
The basic AeroCity unit will have
a rated capacity of 1.5 kW. Multiple
units can be linked together to
provide supplemental power. The
units are also highly compatible with
solar panels. Installations normally
will require an elevation of at least
five stories above the ground. Units
can be placed in horizontal rows
or stacked vertically, and can also

work when suspended -- as on a
AeroCity manufactures and
bridge.
markets the Aerotecture vertical
The helical rotor enables the axis wind turbine, which is wellturbine to work well in the turbulent suited for urban rooftop use. It is
and variable wind conditions silent, performs well in variable and
in cities, and to
produce power at
low wind speeds.
The turbine
was
developed
and patented by
William S. Becker
of
Aerotecture
International, Inc.
in Chicago, IL.
AeroCity, based in
Lake Katrine, NY,
an affiliate of Direct
Global Power, Inc.,
holds the license
to manufacture and
sell the Aerotecture
technology.
The
demonstration
turbines
made
during the first
manufacturing
run will produce
not only power
but also data to be
AeroCity LLC of Lake Katrine, N.Y. debuted its
used to document
helical
wind turbine, known as the Windy Helix,
and
optimize
the
product’s that has been installed on an apartment house roof
performance
and in Poughkeepsie, NY, for performance monitoring,
component evaluation and design improvements.
reduce
future
manufacturing
costs.
New York Collaboration
turbulent wind, and can be installed
“AeroCity is part of a growing vertically or horizontally in modular
network of technology collaborators units, allowing building owners to
in New York, many from the maximize the amount of renewable
Hudson Valley,” Jacoby said. “Their energy generated on a roof.
presence helps us, and we help
them, by generating employment
and contracts in the emerging
To learn more, contact Bill
renewable energy business.”
Jacoby, 518-697-0633, bjacoby@
Many of the organizations that
aerocityinc.com.
are collaborating with AeroCity
were brought together through the
Cleantech Acceleration Program
(CAP™) of HVCFI, as well as
the Hudson Valley Technology
Development Center.
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Business • Campaign Trail
City’s Newest Beer Puts
New York Based Rum Company Offers
a “Penny in Every Pint” for New York Alaska’s First Dude to be Spokesmodel
City’s Bravest

Hook & Ladder Brewing Co., benefits firefighters, makes its Big Apple
debut at the Brewtopia Festival
SILVER SPRING, MD -- New
Yorkers are known for their
efficiency and their ability to multitask: drinking coffee and reading
the paper on a crowded street while
circumventing tourists, conducting
a business meeting in a cab on Wall
Street, walking the dog through
Central Park while emailing the boss
Monday’s agenda. And now, New
Yorkers can donate to the esteemed
New York City firefighters just by
having a cold one.
Hook & Ladder Brewing
Company, the beer company created
by a firefighter that gives back to
firefighters, will be making its NYC
debut at the Brewtopia Festival
(Pier 92, Oct. 31st - Nov. 1st). The
mission-based Hook & Ladder
gives back a portion of all sales to
improve the care, treatment and
quality of life for burned firefighters
and burn survivors.
Through their “A Penny in Every
Pint” and “Quarter in Every Case”
initiatives, Hook & Ladder has
raised over $50,000 for local burn
foundations in the past ten months
alone. In New York City, the New
York Firefighters Burn Center
Foundation will receive $4 from
each barrel and 25 cents from each
case of Hook & Ladder beers sold.
“We’re extremely passionate
about two things: our beers and
our work in the community,” states
Rich Fleischer, a 15-year volunteer

Hook & Ladder founders Matt Fleischer (left) seen in the light blue shirt
and Rich Fleischer (right) dressed in the black
firefighter, head brewer and founder
of Hook & Ladder, “I’m eager to
bring that passion to New York
City where there is such a dedicated
firefighter community, and get
involved with the local heroes.”
Hook & Ladder produces five
beers: Golden Ale®, Backdraft
Brown®,
Hook
&
Ladder
LIGHTER™, Pipe & Drum Irish
Ale™ and Ember Amber™. The
Golden Ale® is a Great American
Beer Festival Gold Medalist and
the Backdraft Brown is the reigning
champion of the prestigious 2008
Washington Post Beer Madness
competition. Pipe & Drum Irish
Ale™ and Ember Amber™ are
Hook & Ladder’s newest brews,

Assembly Ethics
Committee Drops
Unsubstantiated Charges
Against Greg Ball
ALBANY, NY -- The New York
State Assembly Committee on
Ethics and Guidance discarded
the unsubstantiated and frivolous
sexual harassment allegations made
against Assemblyman Greg Ball
(R-Patterson)
by a former
employee.
   The committee
found that a
violation of the
Assembly’s
s e x u a l
harassment/
retaliation
policy “was not
established.” It
also determined
that “prohibited
conduct
under
the
policy
has
not
been
established, and thus, no action is
recommended.” Download Ethics_
Comm_Letter.pdf
   “This sound decision by the Ethics
Committee vindicatesAssemblyman
Ball who has been the victim of a
vicious smear campaign to tarnish
his reputation because he’s been an
outspoken and fearless advocate for
taxpayers,” said Adam D. Kramer,
spokesman for the Republican
Assembly Campaign Committee.   

   “This is a tremendous victory
for not only Greg Ball, but also
for anyone who cares about justice
being served,” said Kramer.
   “I think this decision is the final
nail in John Degnan’s coffin as the
failed
former
Brewster Mayor
has waged a truly
reprehensible
and ultimately
losing
battle
a g a i n s t
Assemblyman
Ball,”
said
Kramer.
   “The voters
have
seen
t h r o u g h
Degnan’s lies
and now so
to have the
Assembly’s
Ethics Committee. Chalk this up as
yet another big win forAssemblyman
Greg Ball,” concluded Kramer.
Download Speaker_letter.pdf

released in October 2008.
According to annual statistics for
the beer industry recently released
by The New Brewer magazine,
Hook & Ladder experienced the
greatest percentage growth (688%)
of any non-brewpub craft brewer
in the nation in 2007. In October
2006, Hook & Ladder had just
one wholesale distributor and was
available only in the Washington,
D.C. market. Hook & Ladder brews
are now available in 27 states and
Washington, D.C., distributed by
more than 110 wholesale partners.
Hook & Ladder can be found
in top markets including New
York, Philadelphia, Boston and
Washington, D.C.

NEW YORK, NY -- Star Industries
President Martin J Silver has
offered
Alaskas
first
Gentleman Todd Palin to be
the official spokesmodel for
Caribaya Rum. Republican
Vice President Sarah Palin’s
husband has been creating
a buzz among millions of
women across the nation.
If Mr. Palin accepts the
offer, the Caribaya Rum
advertising team wants the
“Alaskan Hottie” to pose
bare chested while donning
Hawaiian boxer shorts.
According to

Mr. Silver asserts Mr. Palin would
become a sex symbol promoting
products similar in nature to
that of David Beckham and
others, The ‘’Dude’’ from
the land of cold would warm
millions of womens hearts
with our product.’’
The ad would be placed on
the back of busses and taxis
in NYC and on billboards
across the nation.
Mr. Palin has yet to accept
the offer.

Mortgage Banker Hires
Experienced Loan Officer
BRIARCLIFF
MANOR,
NY
-- Residential Home Funding,
a mortgage banker in Briarcliff
Manor that specializes in FHA
lending, proudly announced that
it has hired Veronica Franciosa, a
seasoned loan officer. Franciosa,
who has fourteen years experience
in the lending industry, had her own
mortgage company in White Plains
in 2004 after working for other
mortgage companies in Westchester.
Her most recent affiliation was with
Manhattan Mortgage. She is pleased
to say that she is “always working
with Realtors in their community.”
Her other community work is
charitable: through the organization

Christmas she donates to the Maria
Fareri Children’s Hospital. She
is married and has two sons. At
one time her son William did the
processing of her loans for her. She
lives in Briarcliff Manor, having
grown up in The Bronx as the
oldest of nine children. “I guess I
enjoy mortgage lending because it
involves helping people get into the
home of their dreams and start their
lives together” she said.
www.residentialhomefunding.com

Save the Children, the loan officer
sponsors a child overseas; around

Latimer Wins Latest Assembly Debates
MAMARONECK,
NY --The
running series of debates between
Assemblyman George Latimer
(D-Westchester,
91st
A.D.) and his conservative
Republican
opponent,
Rob
Biagi, made it into Rye
and
Mamaroneck
this
week,
with
two
televised
sessions pitting the candidates again.
Biagi, 36, continued to launch his
attacks on Democrats in general,
trying to paint Latimer with a brush
used for Speaker Sheldon Silver and
others, as the reason for Albany
difficulties. “Rob is a true
conservative partisan”, Latimer, 54,
responded, “and he wants Sound
Shore residents to believe that
MORE partisanship will cure our ills.
He’s wrong, and the people know it”.
Latimer received strong audience
response
in
both
venues,
with
attendees
well
aware
of
Latimer’s
years
of
service, and the crowd reacting
negatively to the challenger’s
misrepresentations.

Latimer answered inqueries at both
events that provided details on: how
he
would
support revenue
reductions
to
the 2008-09 NY
State
Budget;
plans to assist
communities
with
flood
remediation;
focus tax relief for
school property
taxpayers,
etc. “I believe
in
answering
the
actual
questions posed
at a debate, not
using a question to launch off into an
ideological rant”, Latimer said.
Biagi has unsuccessfully attempted
to generate voter outrage for which
he asserts he will become
“the
outspoken
voice”
for
in
Albany.
Without
offering policy specifics, Biagi has
repeated his desire to give public

voice to anger and frustrations.
Latimer’s reasoned replies p e p p e r e d
with
strong
rejections
of
Biagi’s
overthe-top rhetoric
- had audience
attendees at The
Osborn in Rye
and Mamaroneck
Town
Center
giving
the
debate
nod
to
Latimer.
“Rob is
desperate
in
these last few
days, so his
rhetoric
is
cranking
up
another notch. His assertions are
falling flat because the electorate
knows the work I’ve done over
many years” stated Latimer.
Biagi was called “ineffectual in
building a strong team or a coherent
message for that team to deliver” by
Latimer spokesman Fred Baron. “He

has raised hardly any money from
people who live in the district; he
barely qualified for the ballot with
an unusually low number of petition
signatures; even his lawn signs
have been illegally placed on public
property because he lacks the
grassroots supporters to place them on
sufficient number of homeowners’
lawns”,
noted
Baron.
“I suspect the Republican
Party
thought
he
would
have
done
a
better
job
by now on his campaign
but
apparently
not”,
Baron
concluded.
“It
is
clear only that Biagi has used this
campaign as a forum for venting his
ideology
and
his
anger”.
Latimer continues his sprint to
the Election Day finish line over the
last 10 days with numerous
appearances
throughout
the
district.
“I
take
nothing for granted, and people
know that. I intend to earn the voter’s
faith and trust every day”, he
stated.

Feld Asserts Westchester Property Taxes
Will Double in Next 10 Years
From Page 3
Schools in the 37th State Senate
District get less state school aid
than in anywhere in America. The
average public school student
in America gets $5,018 in state
education funding, according to

US Census figures. The average
student in New York State gets
$7,241. But students in Senator
Oppenheimer’s district get just
$2,296 on average. That has a
direct correlation to high property

tax rates, because local taxpayers
have to make up the difference in
school funding.
“Senator Oppenheimer said yet
again last night that everything
is okay in Westchester County,”

Mayor Feld continued. “I have
visited seniors sitting in the dark
in this district to save money for
heating bills and prescription drugs.
What are they going to do when
their taxes double again?”
Mayor Feld is one of the most
outspoken proponents in New York
State for Governor Paterson’s bipartisan tax cap proposal. Senator
Oppenheimer opposes it under
pressure from the Teacher’s Union,
the Feld campaign says.
“Westchester taxpayers need an
advocate in Albany who will fight
for our fair share of school aid to
keep property taxes down,” Feld
said. “If we keep electing the same
people to public office, we are going
to keep getting the same results.
Westchester residents can no longer
afford that.”
Mayor Feld is a former Director
of News Information at ABC
News; Senior Vice President of
Communications for Nickelodeon;
public affairs specialist at the White
House Office of Management and
Budget, and press officer in the
Vice President’s office during the
Reagan Administration. She holds
a B.A. degree in Government and
Political Theory from Georgetown
University in Washington, D.C.
(1982). She is married to Joel Feld
and has three children, Alex (20),
K. C. (18), and Matthew (12).
The 37th State Senate district
includes the towns/villages/cities
of Briarcliff Manor, Ossining,
Chappaqua, New Castle, North
Castle, Port Chester, White
Plains, Rye, Rye Brook, Harrison,
Mamaroneck,
Larchmont,
Scarsdale, and New Rochelle.
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Economic Development • Education
IRS Today Rules Bruce Ratner’s
Brodsky Releases Congressional
Barclays Center Arena Not Qualified
Testimony on Yankee Stadium
for Tax-Exempt Bonds

From Page 1

dangerous practice which was part
of an explosion of public debt,
that the provision of a luxury suite
and preferred tickets were done in
secret, and that there was a need
for independent review of these
circumstances.”
Assemblyman Brodsky asked the
Federal Government to cease its
practice of subsidizing wealthy
corporations:
  “Finally, I return to the fundamental
question of the use of federal, state,
and local resources to subsidize
sports facilities. We again conclude
that there is no commensurate
public value, that these are
giveaways not investments, and
that the Federal Government should
cease its subsidies of any project
where the public subsidy is not

met with a public benefit of at least
equal value. As a nation we have
chosen to bail out huge financial
institutions, but leave individual
homeowners to suffer consequences
with little government help. We
socialize risk for the wealthy,
and privatize profits. New York
itself has much to answer for with
respect to these deals. Our statutes
are inadequate, even those that
were violated. We have embraced
the giveaway philosophy in the
name of “economic development.”
But we are beginning to correct
those failures. We ask only that
the federal government cease to
incentivize these wrong-headed
decisions, not only in the area of
sports facilities, but with respect
to the genteel blackmail that has us

offering billions to private interests
across the country to protect our
state’s economic interests. We are
as a nation, broke and embarrassed
about our economic failures. Surely
the first step towards recovery is
prioritizing our expenditures. In a
city that can’t fund its mass transit
system, or its schools, please assist
us first by ending the gilded-age
practice of providing billions
of dollars of public subsidy to
wealthy private corporations whose
influence or political popularity is
rewarded with tax free bonds and
cash gifts.”
   The full testimony is attached:
Download 10.24.08 congressional
testimony.doc

NEW YORK, NY -- The IRS today
issued a long awaited decision on
the regulation of triple tax-exempt
bonds. Forest City Ratner’s Atlantic
Yards Barclays Center Arena is
reliant on $800 million in triple taxexempt bonds.
Today’s ruling, including the rule
titled “transitional rule for certain
projects substantially in progress,”
disqualifies the developer, Bruce
Ratner, from getting these bonds for
his $950 million arena.
“Ratner does not qualify for the
tax-exempt bond he wants under the
IRS ruling’s requirements. There
was no official government action
on the Atlantic Yards arena prior to
October 19, 2006 as required by the
ruling. The project’s approval was

in December, 2006. There were
also no ‘significant expenditures’
on the arena prior to the October
date as required by the ruling,” said
Develop Don’t Destroy Brooklyn
spokesman Daniel Goldstein.
The IRS ruling can be downloaded
at:
http://www.dddb.net/documents/
IRS/IRS_REG.PDF
The relevant clauses follow:
(3) Transitional rule for certain
projects substantially in progress.
Paragraph (k)(1) of this section
does not apply to bonds issued
for projects for which all of the
following requirements are met:
(i) A governmental person (as
defined in §1.141-1) took official
action evidencing its preliminary

approval of the project before
October 19, 2006, and the plan of
finance for the project in place at
that time contemplated financing
the project with tax-exempt bonds
to be paid or secured by PILOTs.
(ii) Before October 19, 2006,
significant expenditures were paid
or incurred with respect to the
project or a contract was entered
into to pay or incur significant
expenditures with respect to the
project.
(iii) The bonds for the project
(excluding refunding bonds) are
issued on or before December 31,
2009.
SOURCE: Develop Don’t Destroy
Brooklyn

District Attorney DiFiore Kicked Off 2008 National Safe Schools Week with
Anti-Gun Violence Workshops
WHITE PLAINS, NY -- In honor
of the 2008 National Safe Schools
Week, the Westchester County
District Attorney’s office will
be presenting anti-gun violence
workshops to middle and high
schools students throughout lower
Westchester County.
On October 22, 2008, District
Attorney Janet DiFiore, in
partnership with Yonkers Public
School Superintendent Bernard P.
Pierorazio and Mount Vernon City
School District Superintendent
Dr. W.L. “Tony” Sawyer, kicked
off National Day of Concern 2008
by speaking to student leaders at
Mount Vernon High School and at
Roosevelt High School in Yonkers.
District Attorney DiFiore addressed
her concern for the well being of
young people and the threat posed
by gun violence. She discussed the
importance of protecting children
against violent crime, the legal and
medical ramifications of possessing
illegal handguns and the role that
young people can play in reducing

gun violence.  
Students were asked to discuss
and sign a Student Pledge Against
Gun Violence, making an earnest
promise never to take a gun to
school, never to use a gun to settle a
dispute and to use their influence to
keep their friends from using guns.
Throughout the week, Assistant
District Attorneys will travel to
middle schools in Yonkers and
Mount Vernon, meeting with over
3000 eighth graders in anti-gun
violence workshops.
“While I am proud of the efforts
my office has put forth to combat
youth gun violence, we can not
do it alone,” said Westchester
County District Attorney Janet
DiFiore. “Young people need to
know they have the support of their
parents, teachers, religious and
community leaders, businesses and
youth organizations in the shared
responsibility to help keep our
neighborhoods and schools safe.
Join me in this effort to show young
people that gun violence is not

the answer. Our children need to
understand that acting responsibly
when confronted
by peer pressure
and encouraging
friends
to
resolve conflicts
peacefully, saves
lives.”        
Superintendent
of
Yonkers
Schools, Bernard
P.
Pierorazio,
said,
“As
a
community, we
must
remain
vigilant about our
children’s safety,
both in school and
at home. This takes an environment
where young adults are encouraged
to communicate with school and
law officials. We must also provide
our children with the tools to say
no to violence, to say no to guns,
and to take responsibility for their
actions. The National Day of
Concern heightens our awareness;

in Yonkers, I am confident that our
eighth graders who participated
in the CARGO
program through
the
District
Attorney’s
Office will carry
this important
message
to
their older and
younger peers in
the community.”
“The Mount
Vernon
City
School District
welcomes
District Attorney
Janet
DiFiore
speaking
to
Mount Vernon students on this
very important issue,” said W. L.
“Tony” Sawyer, Superintendent
of Mount Vernon Schools. “We
must work together to ensure our
children remain safe and make
good decisions. Those students
who sign the pledge can serve as
ambassadors to their peers and

continue the message of embracing
education and shunning violence.”
National Safe Schools Week is
held each fall to help students,
teachers, parents and administrators
raise awareness around the urgent
need to protect our schools from
violence. This year, National Safe
Schools Week took place from
October 19-25, 2008.
During
National Safe Schools Week,
schools and communities across
America focus their attention on the
importance of empowering youth
to prevent violence in the places
where they learn and socialize.
With the support of several national
organizations, including national
leaders in the fields of education,
violence prevention and school
safety, National Safe Schools Week
events bring together key school
and community members, who are
concerned about protecting youth.
The Student Pledge Against
Gun Violence began in 1996,
supported by unanimous U.S.
Senate Resolution and Presidential

Proclamation, both calling for a
Day of National Concern about
Young People and Gun Violence
and national distribution of the
Student Pledge Against Gun
Violence. Since 1996, more than
ten million students nationwide
have signed the Pledge. Each year,
the Day of Concern overlaps with
National Safe Schools Week during
the third week of October. A copy
of the pledge can be found at http://
www.pledge.org.
According to the Centers for
Disease Control, over 1 million
students across America take a
weapon to school each month, and
over 1.3 million students are injured
or threatened with a weapon at
school each year. Together we can
combat this growth by initiating
a dialogue with students about
weapons and violence in schools
and by encouraging them to take a
stand against violence.

Literary Festival at New Rochelle High School Featured Transcendental Authors
NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- On
Friday, October 24, 2008, the New
Rochelle Fund for Educational
Excellence sponsored the annual
Rubie Saunders Fall Literary
Festival at New Rochelle High
School. The festival, now in its ninth
year, celebrated the life and works
of several transcendental authors,
including Ralph Waldo Emerson,
Margaret Fuller and Henry David
Thoreau, with a day of educational
and engaging activities created by
the NRHS English Department
under the direction of Department
Chairman
Leslie
Altschul.
Students who participated in the
festival have studied each of the
authors as well as the times in which
they lived and wrote. There were

various events including a seminar
by renowned scholars.
The festival, which is named
in honor of a founding Board
member, has previously focused on
authors Edgar Allen Poe, F. Scott
Fitzgerald, Nathaniel Hawthorne,
Mark Twain, John Steinbeck, Edith
Wharton, Frederick Douglass and
Robert Frost. Each year, the Fund
brings distinguished professors
of literature from colleges and
universities throughout the country
to participate in this unique
seminar. Professor Richard Kopley,
a NRHS graduate and Professor of
English at Penn State University
has participated each year as
moderator.
Distinguished guest
also included Sandy Petrulionis,

515 BROADWAY

Holocaust

Professor of English and American
Studies at Penn State Altoona, Rick
Sterling Delano who is retired
from professorship of English at
Villanova University, Phyllis Cole,
Professor of English, Women’s and
American Studies at Penn State
Brandywine.  
As part of the days activities,
student teams competed in the game
show of “How Much Do You Know
About the Transcendentalists?”
designed
by
Mr.
Robert
Monteleone and hosted by Mr.
Scott Zimmerman. Students in
the PAVE (Performing and Visual
Arts Education) Theater classes
performed a skit, “Transcendental
Trip.” In computer labs at the
school students filled a crossword

DOBBS FERRY 10522

Remembrance

puzzle based on facts related to the
Transcendental authors, and went

on a multi-media scavenger hunt
created by Instructional Technology

Facilitator Ms. Vitoria Guarino.

Guest lecturer Sandy Petrulionis, Professor of English & American Studies at Penn State Altoona, presenting
at the annual Rubie Saunders Fall Literary Festival at New Rochelle High School about several transcendental
authors, including Ralph Waldo Emerson, Margaret Fuller and Henry David Thoreau whose title students had
been studying.

Program:

SAVING A LIFE: 70 Years Later
NOVEMBER 9 – NOVEMBER 14, 2008

between 9:30 -11:30 A.M.

With cooperation of Holocaust and Human Rights Education Center Speakers Bureau,
Greenburgh Hebrew Center and Rabbi Barry Kenter,
the following survivors will speak to student groups and the community-at-large.

The Good Life
Just Got Better.

(* =recommended for high school)
! NOV 9 - SYLVIE LEDNICER born in Belgium, hidden by a Catholic family,

returned to her grandmother after the war and came to the U.S.
! NOV 12 - BETTINA GRAF born in Austria, experienced Kristallnacht in 1938,

the “blitz” in London, and a torpedoed ship to the U.S.
! NOV 13 - BETTY KNOOP * deported from Holland to Bergen-Belsen via the Dutch

transit camp Westerbork (same camp as Anne Frank); established a new life after
liberation by Soviets.
! NOV 14 – ED LESSING * hid with his whole family 1942-45; joined resistance

NOV 10 at 7:30 PM Interfaith Kristallnacht Remembrance Program, co-sponsored by
Woodlands, featuring HELGA LUDEN, a German-born survivor who was hidden as a child
in a convent in France. She came to the U.S. from the Dominican Republic in 1946 and
has been honored as a Woman of Valor.

Admissi on is free, but reservat i ons for groups are requi red by
NOV. 3 rd.

Plan for a two hour visit to include exhibit and speakers.
Contact HELENE ALALOUF at 917-941-7577 or
HAlalouf@aol.com

Altheus Health & Sport 2 Clinton Avenue Rye, New York 10580 914.921.3044 www.altheus.net
Westchester_HalfPage2_Right.indd 1
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Education • Government • Health
Seniors Department to Present Series
Manhattanville College Offers New
About Older Drivers
Scholarship for Qualified
Westchester Students

WESTCHESTER, NY -- Are you
concerned about the safety of an
older driver? Are you an older
driver who is finding driving more
of a chore than a pleasure?
      If so, you may be interested in
the series of free drop-in programs
for older drivers and their family
caregivers on five Mondays from
Oct. 27 to Nov. 24, 2008.
      The programs are presented by
the Older Driver Family Assistance
Network of Westchester County’s
Department of Senior Programs and
Services. Attendees will be able

to speak with an expert on older
driver and caregiver issues and will
receive take-home literature on the
topic.
      November is National Family
Caregiver Month, but the series gets
a jump start on the topic on Oct. 27
at 10 a.m. at the Ossining Public
Library, 53 Croton Ave., Ossining,
when the topic will be “Changes in
Older Adults.”
       The topic on Nov. 3 will be
“Adapting to the Changing Driving
Environment” at 11 a.m. at Kendal
on Hudson, 1010 Kendal Way,

Sleepy Hollow; and on Nov. 10
the topic will be “Driving and
Dementia” at 2 p.m. at the Atria at
Woodlands, 1017 Saw Mill River
Road, Ardsley.
       “Transportation Alternatives”
will be discussed Nov. 17 at 10
a.m. at the New Rochelle Public
Library, One Library Plaza, New
Rochelle, and the Nov. 24 program
will look at “Family Conversations
About Driving” at 1:15 p.m. at the
Lake Isle Country Club, 660 White
Plains Road, Eastchester.

New Rochelle Faces Budget Concerns
By Peggy Godfrey
NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- A
projected deficit of between $1
to $2 million for the City of New
Rochelle is this year going to
create budget problems for next
year according to Lou Trangucci,
Councilman, District 1. At the
New Rochelle Citizens Reform
Club meeting on October 23, 2008,
Trangucci stated that while sales
tax revenue has risen slightly, there
was a shortfall in mortgage tax and
building permit fees and an overrun
on fuel gas costs. The city’s budget
reserve fund of $13 million is now
$9 million and more of the fund will
probably be needed for next year’s
budget. A possible 5-6 per cent tax
increase has been suggested by the
city manager.
Because of his concerns for the
taxpayer Trangucci voted against
the cleaning of the historical
monuments in New Rochelle. In
three weeks the 2009 budget will be
presented and we will soon know
the tax increase necessary. The
garbage fee can’t be removed.

When Marino Michelotti asked
about how much revenue Avalon,
which has a 30 year tax abatement,
was paying to the city, Trangucci
reminded the group about his efforts
to find out how many public school
children were in the building. The
Superintendent of Schools told
him there were 50 children which
amounts to one million dollars in
taxes which must be paid for by
property owners.
The projected move of the City
Yard to Beechwood Avenue would
add $25 million to the city’s $85
million debt. When the cost of the
sewer improvements are added to
these figures, this would mean the

bonded debt will be greater than the
city budget.
The Echo Bay proposal will use
26 acres of land, 16 of which is
city land. However, the developer,
Forest City Residential, does not
want to give any money to the city
for its land. Jim Killoran reminded
the group that Westchester is the
number one taxed county in the
country and perhaps an ad is needed
to present these facts to the public.
Some issues for the upcoming
hearing for Le Count Square’s final
environmental impact statement
(FEIS) on November l0 were
enumerated:
traffic, sewage,
building height and parking. Mitch
Spalin asked about the stores that
are supposed to be coming to New
Roc and how they will impact that
area. Trangucci reminded the group,
“New Roc has already been given
$30 million in tax breaks.” The
next meeting of the New Rochelle
Citizens Reform Club will be on
December 4, 2008.

Mayor’s Column
By Mary C. Marvin

Mayor of the Village of Bronxville
I want to share with you our
activities as a government since
the September Board of Trustees’
meeting.
Just this week we had a public
meeting regarding the results of
our vibration study. In essence, the
current readings are considerably
higher than what were promised
by Metro North in their 2000
Environmental Impact Study. As
a result, we plan a three pronged
approach to help residents along
the train corridor. First, I contacted
Metro North and have scheduled a
meeting for next week to discuss
possible mitigation measures with
the desire that we solve this in a
spirit of good neighbors. If this
is not possible, we will reach out
for assistance from our State and
Federal elected officials who helped
us a great deal in the past with
Metro North issues. Finally, if no
relief is granted, we will invoke our
legal remedies. After listening to
the experiences of many neighbors
who live along the rail corridor at
the meeting, this is a quality of life
issue that cannot be ignored.
The Trustees also met with
members of the School Board
to review the findings of the
recent flood mitigation study
we commissioned jointly. The
engineers’
remedy
includes
retention basins and a pumping
system requiring environmental
agency approvals. We are currently
reaching out to the DEC if such
an option is even feasible before
continuing discussions. Village
Administrator, Harry Porr, also
recently attended a State summit
on flooding in Kingston to see what
remedies/monies may be available
to the Village going forward.
Many residents have asked about
the public access channels being
deleted from the Cablevision
package if you have Analog
Broadcast Basic and Family Basic
service. You should have received
postcards in August alerting
subscribers that a digital box is now
needed to access these channels. It
will only convert the PEG channels,
not any others lost. To receive the
one free box allotted, you need to
call 1-800-353-9821 and choose

option 3. Cablevision will provide
and install one converter box for
free if ordered before December 31,
2008.
Thanks to the efforts of Eastchester
Town Councilman Fred Salinitro,
we are partnering with Eastchester
and Tuckahoe in a Utility Audit.
The purpose of this review is to
identify, correct, and secure refunds
on any overcharges on utility
accounts during the prior six year
period by reviewing our telephone,
electric, gas, basic and cable
franchise agreements.   Scarsdale
recently completed an audit and
received some sizable refunds. It
is certainly an opportune time to
review our utility costs.
The BAMS gas station on Kraft
Avenue has opted to close earlier
than their lease term and will be
closing shop at year’s end. We are
sad to see a valued merchant leave
the Village, but we are glad Tony is
leaving on his own terms and time
table.
As part of the closing, gas tanks
must be removed – which is going
on currently.
The property is
owned by the Village so at year’s
end we will be demolishing the
building and creating some 45 new
parking spaces in that area. At the
same time, in response to residents’
concerns, we engaged a traffic
engineer and will implement his
recommendations and reconfigure
the corner near St. Joseph’s to
create a safer intersection.
Continuing on the parking
subject, per the Board’s promise
to Parkway Road residents at last
month’s meeting, we have placed
the appropriate signage in the
Avalon/Mobil lot. We formally
hired a towing company at the
October Board meeting to remove
cars that have been illegally parking

in that lot in recent weeks. Our
parking office is also working to
reconfigure the lot to accommodate
resident commuters as well as west
side residents. We are making great
strides in increasing our parking
inventory with the Avalon lot
eventually adding 40 – 50 additional
spaces.
Members of the Board also met
last week with residents of Garden
Avenue to discuss solutions to the
frequent flooding in that area. The
first phase of our efforts was to
videotape all the pipes in that area.
We have found silt in some of the
pipes so our next step will be to
clean the pipes which will certainly
improve water flow.
The Village has made some
improvements in the business
district this Fall.
We have
refurbished Bicentennial Park and
added the new enhanced crosswalk
pattern near Starbucks which is
actually stenciled blacktop made
to resemble brick. Thanks to all
our garden groups, especially the
Bronxville Beautification Council
and our own Department of Public
Works staff, the plantings this
fall in the Village are particularly
beautiful.
The Trustees continue to discuss
and evaluate various procedure to
keep our tax role equitable going
forward. We are looking at a
variety of options including tying
any revaluation to the coefficient of
dispersion or ratio of inequity, rather
than revaluing in a fixed number
of years regardless of whether the
roll needs rebalancing or not. We
are extremely pleased to say that
thanks to the efforts of the whole
Village team, we have the lowest
ratio of inequity in the County –
7.75.   To put it in perspective, 10%
is considered the gold standard and
most Westchester communities are
currently near 20%.
Finally, in an effort to communicate
the initiatives of our government,
we recently sent out our quarterly
newsletter and completed taping a
fall segment of our cable tv show.
You can always reach the
Trustees by e-mailing us at
bronxvillemayor@optonline.net.
We welcome your suggestions.

PURCHASE, NY -- Manhattanville
College, located in Purchase
NY, wants to help students and
their families during the current
economic crisis by creating a new
half-tuition scholarship. High
school students who graduate with
at least a 3.5 grade point average
from any school district that
participates in Manhattanville’s
Professional Development School
(PDS) program may apply for the
new scholarship.
PDS schools partner with
Manhattanville College to prepare
teacher candidates, provide faculty
development, improve instructional
practices and enhance student
learning. The four participating
schools districts include Greenburg
Central School District No. 7, Port
Chester-Rye Union Free School
District, White Plains Public
Schools, and New Rochelle Public
Schools.  
“Students from districts that
we partner with should have the
chance to attend a quality college
without stressing over high

professional and educational growth
through its Changing Suburbs
Institute, which offers workshops,
projects, leadership programs and
community outreach activities.
Affiliated teachers receive a
20 percent discount on all their
Manhattanville College courses.

tuition costs,” said Jose Flores,
Vice President of Enrollment at
Manhattanville College. “The
scholarship aims to alleviate costs
and
support
Manhattanville’s
mission of improving educational
opportunities.”
In addition to the new scholarship,
Manhattanville currently offers
teachers at the participating schools

Manhattanville College (www.
manhattanville.edu) is an
independent, co-educational
liberal arts institution located 30
minutes from New York City in
Purchase, NY. Founded in 1841,
Manhattanville College educates
ethically and socially responsible
leaders for the global community.
Its strong undergraduate program,
graduate programs in business,
Master of Arts in Writing and
renowned School of Education
serve 1600 undergraduate and
1100 graduate students from 76
countries and 40 states.

Gronowski Refused
Access to City Hall Briefings
From Page 1
the Mayor. The LDA is a critical
element of the SFC Yonkers Inc.
review process, defining the terms
for the transfer of properties to the
designated master developer (SFC
Yonkers Inc.) that upon approval
will allow SFC Yonkers Inc. to
design and develop the project.
Gronowski blasted the mayor for
what she rightly recognizes is his
most recent overt retaliatory effort
in an attempt to marginalize and
impede her effectiveness on the
Yonkers City Council and thereby
dismiss the over 30,000 residents
she represents.
“I have been to every Real
Estate Committee meeting since
taking office, despite the fact
that I am not even a member of
the committee, and have done
everything possible to review
the proposed SFC Yonkers Inc.
project to the best of my abilities,”
emphasized
Councilmember
Gronowski.   “Furthermore, this
latest attempt by Mayor Amicone,
denying her participation with her
colleagues at this critical stage of
the review process is demeaning
and a blatant effort to denying
my elected office, and thereby my
constituency, the vital information
needed to vet the most crucial
aspects of this project.”
Gronowski recently cited the
Amicone Administration for its
refusal to allow departmental
representation at a Town Hall
meeting she held and conducted
in the Northwest section of the 3rd
District last Wednesday, despite
its past practice of affording
this courtesy to other Yonkers

Councilmembers for their respective
district meetings.
Gronowski
further noted that when the
mayor was approached by several
colleagues this summer to discuss
the cuts made to several police
posts, he refused to include her in
the talks asserting, “She didn’t vote
for the budget.” Mayor Amicone
also refused to allow the City
Assessor to appear on a segment of
a local television show hosted by
a colleague, were Gronowski also
invited to appear. Gronowski was
not permitted to appear as a guest.
Councilmember Gronowski is
contacting the New York State
Office of the Attorney General for
guidance regarding these issues and
will ask the Office of the Inspector
General in Yonkers to conduct an
investigation into Mayor Amicone’s
conduct to ascertain if his conduct
falls within acceptable parameters
of governance.
ADDENDUM: Mayor
Amicone
permitted this reporter a last
minute meeting and discussion
after concluding the Yonkers IDA
meeting over which he presides to
delve into the assertions made by
Councilmember Gronowski. Mayor
Amicone differs in his understanding
of her demeanor. Recognizing that
Councilmember Gronowski has
been contrary to every initiative of
his administration, Mayor Amicone
believes he has extended himself
and his staff to be inclusive of her
in all meetings and deliberations.
He does point out that her voting
record has been negative toward
the administration and asserts that
she has not kept an open mind on

past and future concerns. Despite
their differences, Mayor Amicone
said that he been meticulous
in responding to the needs and
concerns of the 3rd District as his
administration would the other
five districts in the city. Mayor
Amicone does point out that he has
lost patience with Councilmember
Gronowski but will show all respect
to her requests and will not deny
her access to his office, that of the
Deputy Mayor, or his Chief of Staff
through which request are made.
Mayor Amicone said he needed
to focus on the concerns of the
city overall because it the issues of
development, financial constraints,
among others that consumed his
time. Mayor Amicone emphasized
again that he has not excluded
Councilmember Gronowski from
any meetings or discussions.
Overall, Mayor Amicone believes
the conduct of the individual
council members fall under the
aegis of City Council President
Chuck Lesnick. President Lesnick
will make the decision to include
Councilmember Gronowski or not.
President Lesnick in this morning’s
interview after that of Mayor
Amicone noted that at times of
agreement communication flows
easily between his office and that of
the mayor. When issues are heated,
communications too often break
down. President Lesnick believes
Mayor Amicone would be making a
mistake to dismiss Councilmember
Gronowski, no matter her stated
or inferred political positions and
decisions.

New York State
Professional Government
Managers Elect
Officers and Board
BRONXVILLE, NY -- Bronxville
Village Administrator Harold Porr
III has been elected President
of the New York State City/
County Management Association
(NYSCMA). Porr has been an active
member of the NYSCMA Board
of Directors for several years and
was recently elected unanimously
by association members to serve
as President for the 2008-2009
program year.
NYSCMA is a professional
organization
of
appointed
chief executive officers and
administrators, other appointed
municipal officials and educators
dedicated to the improvement of
local government and the quality of
urban life. NYSCMA is the state

affiliate of the International City/
County Management Association
(ICMA).
Porr stated, “I am very honored
to be elected president of this
important association. I thank all
the city, village, town and county
managers and administrators in the
New York State Association for their
faith and support. Now more than
ever, as we face difficult economic
times, our local governments are
in need of professional managers
and the employment of leading
management practices and policies.
I look forward to a productive and
meaningful tenure.”
Also elected as officers and board
members for the 2008-2009 program
year are the following: Officers are

Advertise in the
WestchesterTimes Tribune
914-562-0834
WTTads@gmail.com

1st Vice President- Ingrid Richards,
Village Manager of Briarcliff
Manor, 2nd Vice President- Richard
Slingerland, Village Administrator
of Pelham, Secretary/Treasurer- Ian
Coyle, Deputy County Manager
of Livingston County.
Board
members are Steve Altieri - Town
Administrator of Mamaroneck,
Anthony
GiaccioVillage
Administrator of Sleepy Hollow,
John Burin-City Manager of Elmira,
and Alfred Gatta - Village Manager
of Scarsdale and Scott PickupDeputy City Manager of Rye.
For further information the
NYSCMA website is located at
www.NYSCMA.govoffice.com.
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Government • Health • People
Highlights of Actions Taken at October
Mayor Young and Mount Vernon
20, 2008 Meeting by the WCBoL
Hospital Raise Awareness
Votes Are Unanimous Unless Otherwise Indicated.
about Breast Cancer

Annual Celebration of Italian
Heritage & Culture
In conjunction with the
Westchester Coalition of Italian
American
Organizations,
the
Board held its annual celebration
of Italian Heritage & Culture at the
start of its meeting. The ceremony
featured the vocal talent of Rebecca
Iocovello and Natasha Poholka and
recognized outstanding students
and teachers of the Italian Language
from around the county. (Full story
and pictures from ceremony and
student awards will be posted soon
on
www.westchesterlegislators.
com).
Vote on Calorie Labeling Law
Overed --- Will Be Taken Up Again
at November Meeting
After a lengthy public hearing on
the proposed law, Legislation Chair
Bill Burton overed (put off till next
meeting) a vote on the calorie label
law. The proposed local law would
require Westchester’s approximately
600 “chain” restaurants, those with
15 or more locations globally, to
display calorie content of food
items on menu boards so customers
can make an informed choice about
what the calorie content is of their
meal before they order it. The law
will be taken up again at the Board’s
next meeting, on November 10th.
Full text of law:
h t t p : / / m e e t i n g s .
westchesterlegislators.com/
Citizens/FileOpen.aspx?Downl
oad=Attachments&AttachmentI
D=1129
Public Hearing Set: Anti-Idling
Law
A public hearing will take place
on Monday November 10, 2008 at
7:30 PM on a proposed law to limit
the idling time of gasoline-powered
vehicles. Current law already
restricts idling time for diesel fueled
vehicles.
Full text of law:
h t t p : / / m e e t i n g s .
westchesterlegislators.com/
Citizens/FileOpen.aspx?Downl
oad=Attachments&AttachmentI
D=1790
Public Hearing Set: County Clerk
Fees Adjustment
A public hearing will be held on

Monday, November 10, 2008 at
7:30 PM on a proposed local law
to increase County Clerk’s fees
for recording, entering, indexing
and endorsing a certificate on any
instrument from $5 to $20. The
adjustment would increase annual
revenue to the county by $2.55
million and offset a considerable
loss of state funding. In addition,
the measure includes increased
privacy and identity theft provisions
for residents. (14-3; No: Oros,
Burrows, Maisano)
2009 Westchester County Budget
Hearing Set
The Board will hold a public
hearing on the 2009 proposed
Westchester County Budget on
Wednesday, December 3, 2008 at
7:00pm in its Chambers. (Please
consult County Board’s Web site
at www.westchesterlegislators.com
for schedule of county department
budget presentations)
Board Approves Transfer of
Vehicles to Municipalities
The County will transfer ownership
of vehicles retired from service
in the Bee-Line Bus System to
municipalities, as part of an IMA
with various Westchester municipal
corporations and agencies.
E-911 Service for Municipalities
Approved
IMA
with
46
Westchester
municipalities
approved
to
implement and operate the
enhanced-911 (E-911) service.
E-911 allows the County’s
Public Safety Dept. to work
with municipalities in providing
immediate emergency assistance to
residents countywide. In addition,
the enhanced 911 feature provides
the address from which calls are
made to assist local dispatchers in
situations where a caller is unable
to provide such information.
NYCLASS
Agreement
Recommitted
An Act authorizing the county
to participate in NYCLASS (New
York Cooperative Liquid Assets
Securities System), a cooperative
investment agreement designed
specifically for public-sector funds,
was recommitted by Budget &
Appropriations Chair, Legislator

Jose Alvarado.
Revised County Investment Policy
Approved
Legislators approved a revised
County Investment Policy, pursuant
to New York State General
Municipal Law Section 39, detailing
the investment, monitoring and
reporting of county government
funds.
Yonkers Joint SSD-Municipal
Sewer System Rehabilitation
Approved
$2.2 million bond act approved
for Yonkers Joint Sanitary Sewer
District-Municipal Sewer System
Rehabilitation
project;
IMA
authorizing the county to reimburse
the City of Yonkers in the amount of
$2.2 million in repairs to municipal
sewers also approved.
Various Bond Acts Approved:
* $1.05 million to finance repairs
and upgrades to the Alexander
St. Influent Structure and North
Yonkers Pump Station Tower
* $3.2 million to fund the design
and construction of upgrades
of odor control facilities at the
Yonkers Joint Treatment Plant, and
the installation of an odor control
system at the Ludlow St. Pump
Station
* $9.635 million to finance heating,
ventilating and air conditioning
(HVAC)
and
odor
control
improvements at the Yonkers Waste
Water Treatment Plant
* $225,000 to finance the
replacement of a Mack Wing
Plow Truck for the Dept. of Public
Works
Appointments to Westchester
County Boards:
The Following Appointments Were
Approved:
* NYS Department of Environmental
Conservation—Region 3 Fish &
Wildlife Management Board
* Thomas A. Newman as a
Westchester County sportsman
representative member
John Peters as the alternate
representative member
To view the full agenda packet
and minutes, please visit the
County Board’s Website at www.
westchesterlegislators.com.   

WCBoL Pass Legislation to Control
Odor at Yonkers Joint Waste Water
Treatment Plant
WHITE
PLAINS,
NY
-Longstanding odor concerns at
the Yonkers Joint Waste Water
Treatment Plant will be addressed
as per legislation advanced in
today’s vote by Yonkers Legislators
Jose Alvarado (D-Yonkers) and Ken
Jenkins (D, IN, WF-Yonkers).
County Legislator Alvarado,
Budget
and
Appropriations
Chairman, said “at my request, the
County commissioned a study to
identify sources of odor. Several
people around the plant participated
by having the odor meters installed
at their homes. The results of that
study were presented to the residents
by the engineers scrutinizing the
plant and we will be following their
recommendations to continue to
improve the quality of life around
the plant.” The Yonkers Joint Water

Treatment Plant is in his district.
County Legislator Jenkins,
Government Operations Chairman,
said “Legislator Alvarado and I
have been working on controlling
the odor at the Yonkers Treatment
Plant for a long time and we are
both committed to continuing to be
vigilant in addressing concerns at
the treatment plant. I am pleased
that work on these projects will
begin immediately.”
The County Board of Legislators
passed all of the required legislation,
including several bond acts, to
address the ongoing odor concerns.
The first bond act will fund the
design and construction of heating,
ventilating and air conditioning
improvements and the installation
of an odor control system at
the screen and grit building. In

conjunction with that measure, an
additional bond act was passed to
finance the cost of the design and
construction for modifications and
upgrades to odor control facilities at
the Plant, as well as the installation
of an odor control system at the
Ludlow Street Pump Station. A
final bond act was passed to repair
and upgrade the Alexander Street
influent structure and the North
Yonkers Pump Station tower. The
County Board also approved an
IMA (Intermunicipal Agreement)
with the City of Yonkers for repairs
to several lines of municipal sewers
that have a direct impact on the
Plant.
Legislators Alvarado and Jenkins
thanked all of their colleagues for
their support of funding for this vital
part of the County infrastructure.

MOUNT VERNON, NY -Mayor Clinton I. Young, Jr. and
Mount Vernon Hospital held a
press conference on Monday,
October 27th 2008, at City
Hall in Mount Vernon to raise
awareness about breast cancer.
According to the American Cancer
Society, although African American
women are just as likely to get
breast cancer as any other group,
they are less likely to discover it in
a localized state making survival a
less likely outcome. This can be
changed by getting screened. The
earlier breast cancer is discovered,
the higher the survival rate.
“October is Breast Cancer
Awareness Month, but this certainly
doesn’t mean this is the only month
we should be thinking about this
terrible disease. If you have not
gotten screened recently, I certainly
urge you to do so,” said Mayor
Clinton Young. “I have three sisters

and I have asked each of them to
make sure that they get screened.”
In an effort to help raise
awareness about breast cancer The
Mount Vernon Hospital participates

in a number of screenings,
prevention outreach, and health
education activities to inform the
community about health issues and
services, including cancer care.
The Mount Vernon Hospital, in
collaboration with the Westchester
County Department of Health, offers
semi-monthly, free mammograms
for uninsured women, and
throughout the year the Hospital
organizes cancer screenings for
residents who are at high risk for
breast and other types of cancer.
The Mount Vernon Hospital
also sponsors a monthly “Look
Good, Feel Better” program which
helps improve the self-image,
appearance, and quality of life of
people undergoing cancer treatment.
For information regarding the
“Look Good, Feel Better” program
at The Mount Vernon Hospital, call
Geneva Jermin at (914) 361-6195.

Baruch College Bestows Philanthropy
Medal upon
George and Mildred Weissman
NEW YORK, NY -- Baruch
College
President
Kathleen
Waldron announced that
George Weissman ’39. LLD
(Hon.)’82 and his wife,
Mildred Weissman, were
presented with the William
and Anita Newman Medal
for Philanthropy.
Created in 2007, the
Newman Medal recognizes
individuals
for
their
extraordinary generosity and
leadership contributions to
Baruch College. The award is
named for William Newman
’47, LLD (Hon.) ’97 and his
late wife, Anita, dedicated
friends and benefactors of
the College.
The Newman Medal was
presented to George and
Mildred Weissman in a
special ceremony on Sunday,
October 26, as part of the
College’s annual celebration
of Alumni Reunion weekend.
In presenting them with the
award, President Waldron said
of the Weissmans, “They have
helped place Baruch on a path to
excellence. Baruch has few friends
as generous and as visionary as
this year’s honorees.” William
Newman joined President Waldron
in conferring the Newman Medal
on the Weissmans.
Baruch College’s Weissman
School of Arts and Sciences was
named for the honorees in 1998,
in recognition of their devotion to
the ideals of a liberal arts education
and their commitment to ensuring
that Baruch students receive a
firm grounding in the liberal arts.
Also named for the honorees is the

Weissman Center for International
Busines, endowed in 1993.

The following testimonial is
excerpted from the Reunion 2008
program:
Mildred Weissman and George
Weissman, ’39 BBA
Mildred and George Weissman
have been loyal and extraordinarily
generous supporters of Baruch
College. Because of their deep
and abiding commitment to the
College, Baruch’s Mildred and
George Weissman School of Arts
of Sciences and the Weissman
Center for International Business
were named in honor of them.
George Weissman became an
original member of The Baruch
College Fund board in 1969 and

has been a trustee emeritus since
1979. He serves on the Weissman
Center Advisory Board, and
received a Baruch honorary
degree in 1982. In 1989, 50
years after his graduation
from the College, he received
the Baruch Distinguished
Alumnus
Award.
Mr.
Weissman was chairman
and chief executive officer
of Philip Morris Companies
Inc. from November 1978
until his retirement in July
1984. He joined Philip
Morris in 1952 as assistant
to the president and director
of public relations. From
1986 until 1994 he served
as chairman of the Board of
Directors of Lincoln Center
for the Performing Arts and
has been the recipient of
many awards in recognition
of his contributions to the
perpetuation of art, culture,
and education.
Mildred Weissman helped
found US/Israel Women to Women,
which merged with the National
Council of Jewish Women in 2005.
Mrs. Weissman served on US/
Israel Women to Women’s board
for more than 20 years. She has
also served as a longtime trustee of
the Brookdale Center for Healthy
Aging and Longevity and board
member of The Jewish Museum
since 1978. The Weissmans have
been honored numerous times
by many organizations for their
accomplishments and generous
support of causes dear to them.

Monroe College – For a Day.
Saturday, November 15th, 1:00 pm – 4:00 pm

Three hours that could change your life forever.
Harvard University. University of London. University of Maryland. American University.
New York University. Boston University. Culinary Institute of America. Johns Hopkins.
Pennsylvania State. Howard University. Columbia University. Notre Dame. Fordham.
All of these highly-regarded colleges, and more, have awarded advanced degrees to Monroe
College professors. Men and women who, just like you, juggle jobs, spouses, partners and kids,
but still find the time, energy and commitment to share their lifetime skills and experience with our
students. They bring to the classroom real life and practical applications to the courses that they teach.
Learn what you have been missing at our convenient, 24/7, Downtown New Rochelle campus.
Milavec Hall, 370 Main St. Free parking available.

FREE Registration.

Register early for your choice of up to three FREE classes. Experience what it’s
like to be a college student. A Monroe College student – days, evenings, weekends, on-line. All of the above.
Monroe College only offers small-size classes so seating will be limited. (Judith Redlener, Adult and Evening
Programs Counselor, 914-740-6876, jredlener@monroecollege.edu)

x
x
x
x
x
x

Contemporary Health Issues: How will the next President tackle one of our nation’s most vexing challenges?
Information Technology: Will this current green revolution permanently change how we work, live, and learn?
Criminal Justice: Television sure makes fighting crime look fun and exciting! Just don’t try these stunts at home.
Marketing: From selling the U.S. Presidency to selling Sex in the City’s spikes. Only the spin is different.
Business: Time to start your own? Is the handwriting on the employee lounge wall too bold to ignore?
MBA: Stop procrastinating! Monroe’s full-fledged MBA program is offered on an accelerated, three-semester schedule.

Not sure which course of study is right for you?
Our FOCUS career assessment will help you decide.

“Been there. Done that” Reception. Meet and network with other moms, dads, and adult singles
who have started or resumed college when most people their age were firmly entrenched – and maybe a bit
bored or burned out – in their careers. Enjoy delicacies prepared by our Culinary Arts students and chefs.
Enroll by December 15, 2008!

Qualify for a Monroe Grant!

No application fee!

ers
t.
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Software
Aspyr Media Ships New
SAT Prep Video Game,
‘futureU’

Interactive Test Prep Game Based on Study
Material from Kaplan for PC and Macintosh

greenville community theater
www.gctstage.org

proudly presents the Westchester premiere of

TIME Magazine’s #1 “Play of the Year”

gets

boy
AUSTIN, TX  -- Aspyr Media, in
collaboration with Kaplan Test Prep
and Admissions announced that
‘futureU’ , its new SAT prep video
game, is in retail stores nationwide
for PC and Mac.
‘futureU’, the first game
released under Aspyr and Kaplan¹s
partnership, represents a new
medium for supplemental SAT prep,
adapting test preparation material
into a collection of fun interactive
games.
‘futureU’’ consists of six
distinctive innovative mini-games
that are divided into three main
categories  Math, Reading and
Writing. Designed as a complement
to traditional SAT study methods,
the game is grounded in Kaplan
curriculum and features hundreds
of questions and track-able player
progress. In addition, players can
engage in a section called ³Test
Skills² that teach the vital testtaking and time management skills
necessary for taking the big exam.
‘futureU’ incorporates a wealth of
in-game content that challenges and
sharpens skills including:
• Reading: Focuses on refining
players¹ reading skills, vocabulary,
main idea identification, themes
and arguments, technique, and
recognizing word meanings based
on context.
• Writing: Concentrates on

improving players¹ writing skills
by covering topics such as passive
voice, run-on sentences, misplaced
modifiers, parallelism, conjunctions,
fragments,
coordination
and
subordination, pronouns, subjectverb agreement, tenses, adverbs and
adjectives, gerunds, idioms, wrong
words, and double negatives.
• Math: Enable players to practice
critical math areas such as algebra,
geometry,
data,
statistics,
probability,
polynomials,
and
sequences.
‘futureU’ is the latest
supplementary test prep offering
from Kaplan which adapts test
preparation content into a medium
relevant for today¹s teens. Last
year, Kaplan launched SAT prep for
iTunes® and a score-raising graphic
novel series.
Editors Testing Note: While putting
this software through it’s paces,
we found ‘futureU’, ran slower
on a PPC than an Intel Macintosh.
While a little frustrating, we believe
the software can be helpful to your
child. Unfortunately, it also proved
I should have paid more attention in
school.
‘futureU’ for the PC and Mac is
rated ³E² for Everyone. For more
information, please visit
www.aspyr.com
http://www.aspyr.com

girl

A chilling drama by
Rebecca Gilman
Our Location:
Tickets:

(General Admission)

Special Discount:

Featuring
Ray Eckerle
Jean Eifert
Stewart Hanges
Kelly Kirby
Gregory McCormack
Antonio D. Soares, Jr.
Liza Warner
Produced by special arrangement with
The Dramatic Publishing Company of
Woodstock, IL
Originally produced by
The Goodman Theatre, Chicago, IL,
on March 13, 2000
Robert Falls, Artistic Director
Roche Schulfer, Executive Director

Directed by
Janice Fay Hanges

Originally produced in NY City by the
Manhattan Theatre Club
Lynne Meadow, Artistic Director
Barry Grove, Executive Producer
In association with The Goodman Theatre
on February 20, 2001

Contains Adult Themes

Edgemont High School Theater • White Oak Lane, Scarsdale, NY
$18 • Seniors/Students = $15/$10 • Groups of 10+=$12 / 50+=$10 / 100+=$8
On Thursday, November 13th only . . . $10.00 (all seats)

Critics say:
• By turns funny and frightening and dramatic… makes for a suspenseful, thought-provoking evening of
theater. — American Theater
• The dialogue is witty & incisive. There is genuine suspense & mounting terror. — John Simon, NY Magazine
• The play is first-rate. — The New York Times

Synopsis:

A disturbing, powerful & suspenseful chiller about a woman whose life of accomplishment is quickly destroyed by a
disturbed admirer. What at first seems like persistence grows into obsession & then to terror as he begins to threaten
her & those around her. His actions call into question the assumptions at the very heart of romantic pursuit.

Nov. 7, 8, 9, 13, 14, 15, & 16, 2008

Thursday, Fridays, & Saturdays at 8 pm • Sundays at 2 pm
Reservations & Information:

Call the WTT to advertise
914-562-0834

Unleash the
Power
of Prevention
& Wellness

GO TO:

WWW.SELFCHEC.ORG
Sign up for your free email health reminder.
VIsit our free eCaringCard Shoppe.
Send a special message to someone you care about
who already has or is thinking about
losing weight, stopping smoking, exercising and more...
Use our prevention buttons to keep healthy and find out
when, how and why you should check for certain cancers.

It’s in your hands...

(914) 636-2863

or email:

contact@gctstage.org
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www.EmpireCityGaming.com
T:10.625 in

t 7JEFP(BNJOH.BDIJOFTt-JWF&OUFSUBJONFOUt'JOF%JOJOHt-JWF)BSOFTT3BDJOH

Fall into a million.

This October, win big at Empire City with the Fall into a Million scratch & win game.
Wednesdays and Thursdays we’ll give out 10,000 free game cards with prizes from $5 free
play up to $1,000,000. Every card’s a winner! Be an Empire Club member or join for free.
Visit the Promotions Booth for details.

T:20 in

The Jackpot Next Door.

SM

EMPIRECITYGAMING.COM

Must be 18 years or older to play video gaming machines or wager on horses.
Please play responsibly. Offer valid while supplies last. Management reserves
the right to change or cancel promotions at any time.

EXIT 2 NY STATE THRUWAY

