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   The Town Hall Meeting 
sponsored by Yonkers City Council 
Majority Leader (District 2) and 
Councilwoman Joan Gronowski 
(District 3) had over 100 people 
attending. The cavernous Portuguese 
Roman Catholic Community 
Center situated in the basement on 
the western side of South Broadway 
became the venue at which the 
public heard and commented over 
issues of planned development 
projects, and concerns regarding 
quality of life issues, and an update 
on police community efforts. While 
I heard one synopsis after another 
regarding many projects: the L & M 
Development Project taking place at 
330 Riverdale Avenue; followed by 
the presentation of the River Park 
Project, as planned by Struever 
Fidelco Cappelli (SFC) Yonkers 
on the property known as Chicken 
Island; the Loewen Development 
on 303-307 South Broadway; 
and the Ludlow Street Project 
by WestHab, I did not expect to 

In Our Self Interest
By Hezi Aris

recognize over the duration of the 
meeting, that more important than a 
dissemination of information about 
development and quality of life 
concerns, I had instead entered an 
emergency room. Not the kind you 
might find at St. Joseph’s Medical 
Center less than half-a-mile north of 
where we were, but a gathering spot 
of a battered and deflated populace.
   So demeaned by an environment 
of disregard by government, that 
the public asked developers, such 
as SFC Yonkers’ Peter Klein, for 

help, when his role is clearly not 
that of a stand-in for City Hall. He 
adroitly responded by saying, “It’s 
not my job, I’m just a developer! 
You have to take that up with City 
Hall.” For once, I agreed with 
Mr. Klein. No, I don’t agree with 
his polished shtick, it is too slick, 
deliverable only to the simplest of 
minds, yet incapable of responding 
to an erudite inquiry. Yes, it is a 
formidable task to respond from the 
simplest of levels to the extremes of 
sophistication, but that is his self-
professed knowledge base. As he 
toys with papers recently approved 
by the Yonkers City Council that 
are an amalgamation of facts two 
feet thick in bound dimensions, 
he peppers the audience with 
a staccato of “facts such as his 
creating 5,000 jobs, the daylighting 
of the Nepperhan River, and on and 
on.” He dismisses the audience by 
speaking at them and not to them. 
They are each in various degrees of 

GREENBURGH, NY -- Affordable 
housing, workforce, veteran, scatter-
site, senior, low-income, multi-
purpose,  homeless, or halfway 
housing. The commonality with all 
of them is the lack of investment. 
Residents of the Fulton Park (F.P.) 
neighborhood are invested in the 
Town of Greenburgh and will be 
there when Westhab has taken what 
they can and left. 
   The Town of Greenburgh has 
many types of neighborhoods, 
from Fairview to Edgemont, where 
the incomes can vary widely. Yet, 
regardless of financial stature, our 
Town Building Code and Town 
Zoning Ordinances are applied 
equally to protect us all.  
   We’ve invested in the Town of 

Greenburgh Poised 
to Ignore Fulton Park 

Neighborhood Concerns
 WestHab Seeks to Increase 

Community Pillaging

By Tom Bock
Greenburgh. Town residents, not 
WestHab, are further investing 
$405,000 for a Comprehensive 
Planning Vision Study to help 
shape the future of the Town of 
Greenburgh. At these meetings, 
the Town is handing out a copy 
of the New York State Town Law. 
Some highlights are: “to lessen 
congestion in the streets, to secure 
safety from fire and flooding, to 
provide adequate light and air, 
prevent overcrowding, prevent 
undue concentration of population, 
with a view to conserve the value 
of existing buildings and encourage 
the appropriate use of land.”  It 
sound exactly like what the F.P.  
neighborhood is asking of their 

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- Nearly 
four hundred cleaners working at 
East Coast malls owned by Simon 
Property Group, North America’s 
largest publicly traded Real Estate 
Investment Trust (REIT), will soon 
be bringing home better wages and 
benefits.  Under a new agreement 
between Local 32BJ and Control 
Building Services, which employs 

Mall Cleaners Get Raises
Wage Hikes Up to 54 Percent

Archival image of 32BJ Westchester rally unrelated to this specific issue.

cleaners at most of Simon’s East 
Coast malls, the wages and benefits 
of cleaners at 17 malls will be 
raised to match those of area office 
building cleaners five states.  
   Hudson Valley cleaners working 
at The Westchester Mall in White 
Plains, the Jefferson Valley Mall in 

see Mall Cleaners Pg. 8

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- A 
number of notable personalities 
read books aloud to students at the 
Jefferson Elementary School in 
New Rochelle on Wednesday, April 
16, during the school’s sixth annual 
“Great Read Aloud.” 
   Notable guests included actress 
Ms. Ruby Dee, and FOX5 Weather 
Reporter Mike Woods, who also 
broadcast weather reports from the 

Special Guests Read to Students at 
Jefferson Elementary School

school in the early morning.  (They 
are pictured with Superintendent of 
Schools Richard Organisciak.) 
   Additional special guests included 
New Rochelle Mayor Noam 
Bramson, Westchester County 
Clerk Tim Idoni, New Rochelle Fire 
Commissioner Raymond Kiernan, 
New Rochelle Police Officer Thomas 

PLEASANTVILLE, NY -- Jackson 
and Wheeler, restaurant and in-
house certificated kosher bakery, 
prepares for Passover by offering 
a traditional pastry menu created 
by Chef John Jordano. The menu 
consists of five expertly created 
Passover pastries including: 
meringue cookies, flourless 
chocolate cake, apple squares, 

Jackson and Wheeler Offer 
Array of Pastries for Passover

fruit tarts with a matzoth crust, and 
macaroons.  
   Chef John Jordano has been 
running the bakery at Jackson and 
Wheeler for three years. He found 
a passion for Culinary Arts at an 
exceptionally young age of two. 
Growing up in a Sicilian family 



gravitated to real 
estate - happily 
a somewhat less 
violent field of 
battle. There I 
discovered another 
APC prescription 
that served me 
well through a 
half-century in 
sales, management 
and beyond. 
   The ingredients of 
this cure-all medication are Attitude, 
Planning and Commitment, proper 
dosage of which elements can meet 
and deal with almost all challenges 
on the various firing lines of life. 
   Attitude, according to behavioral 
scientists, can account for better 
than 90% of success (or failure) in 
human endeavor - knowledge, skill 
and good fortune also chipping in. 
   Multiple studies, as well as my 
own experience with thousands of 
trainees and associates, have shown 
that those with a good attitude - i.e., 
a positive expectancy of success 
- will consistently outperform 
those burdened with negativity. 
   That’s why, throughout the 
existence of The Klock Company 
Realtors, our training cycles always 
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Like Klockwork

From Page 1

NEW ROCHELLE, NY – Listen 
to the On the Level with Hezi Aris 
call-in program on WVOX-1460 
AM radio this and every Tuesday. 
The show is heard live by way of 
streaming audio technology on your 
computer, from 10:00 am through 
11:00 am. 
   For those who can’t get enough 
radio, consider listening to Hezi 
Aris every Thursday, at 8:30 am, 
as he discusses events impacting 
Westchester politics with Bob 
Marrone, host of Good Morning, 
Westchester. Join Bob Marrone 
every day from 6:00 am through 
9:00 am during your daily commute 
from Monday through Friday.
   The call-in talk show format 
invites your perspective; share your 
thoughts. Call us at 914-636-0110. 
Those who call are asked to please 
stay on topic.

distrust of authority. 
   They act like battered spouses, 
demeaned and dismissed for so 
long, that people can no longer trust 
themselves to know the difference 
between the truth and make believe. 
It should not be the concern of 
SFC Yonkers, L&M Development 
Partners, Loewen Development, or 
WestHab,; but it is. The reason it 
has become their burden, is because 
some of those mentioned herein 
have in the past, morphed truth into 
fantasy, while denying it all the 
way to the bank. Some will have 
developed their projects beyond the 
knowledge of the resident, coaxing 
their plans through the Planning 
Board, rather than the open, though 
far from transparent forum afforded 
by the Yonkers City Council. 
   When Lee Ellman, Planning 
Board  Director is asked a question, 
his responses are so boring and so 
removed from responding to the 
question that residents are seen 
falling asleep as his response is 
being expressed over a lengthy and 
opaque soliloquy.
   The issue is not development. 
The issue is trust, or rather, the 
lack of it. So removed is City Hall 
from delivering the truth to the 

In Our Self Interest
residents, that they too, now do 
not recognize fact from spin. The 
residents are tougher than City Hall 
would dare admit. They wear the 
badge of being beaten into almost 
complete submission by this and 
prior administrations that they 
have elected, barring any honest 
alternatives from which to choose. 
Still, they need to be told the whole 
truth, not some of it. They don’t 
need anyone other than their own 
parents to be their mommy and/or 
daddy. 
   How will a development project 
ease their lifestyle from its present 
state to one to which they aspire? 
When will City Hall define their 
plan in deference to the divergent 
needs of our residents? Can the 
vision of SFC Yonkers respond to 
the dream of every man, woman, 
and child in Yonkers? Of course 
not! If not, who would gain by 
moving the plans forward toward 
completion?    
   Can City Hall conduct a respectful 
and intelligent dissertation, with 
elaborate and exact definitions to 
explain their terms and rationale 
behind their vision? 
   When will Yonkersites be removed 
from being blamed for every fiasco 

that befalls the City of Hills? When 
will the corruption that winds its 
way through our body politic, 
like blood through our veins, be 
removed from our being, as uric 
acid is removed by dialysis from 
those with failing kidneys?
   Yonkersites can endure the truth. 
We can take it. We want to know 
how long change for the better will 
take. How much longer will the 
sacrifice for a better Yonkers exact 
from those young and full of hope 
and those exhausted by the time 
spent, yearning for respite?
   Each developer needs to do a better 
job of explaining their project to the 
public. City Hall is demanded to 
raise the bar, hopefully not beyond 
its capacity, to do the same. In the 
end, City Hall must make its case 
for what is in the best interest for 
each of us. 
   Are the men in City Hall up to 
the challenge? Can they be as 
honest and armed with facts and 
figures worthy to be heard by astute 
residents? If not, the naysayers 
spawned by City Hall’s blatant 
arrogance will find themselves 
frustrated by the telling of their 
collective corruption. Someone will 
break the wall of silence that still 

protects them all. There will not be 
enough money to squash the telling. 
Then what? 
   City Hall must master the plans 
in their hopper and sell each 
one to a community hungry for 
leadership, direction, resolve, and 
vision. Today, City Hall conducts 
its business in disarray, thankful 
they have put one more burden on 
an ignorant electorate. The time is 
nearing when society’s camel can 
be burdened no longer. City Hall 
must partner with all they claim 
to govern. Each resident must find 
their way to the ballot box. It is 
the only measure and definition of 
worth. To miss the opportunity to 
cast your vote, no matter for whom, 
is to maintain the prison whose bars 
enclose us with excuses that are no 
longer viable in any equation of 
merit. 
   By demanding what is fair for 
oneself you ensure that City Hall 
will acquiesce to doing what is right 
by you. No, it’s not a dream; it’s the 
old reality we have long forgotten. 
Demand it, and it shall be so. It 
is a fact proven by Moses, Jesus, 
Mohammed, Gandhi, and King. 
Can you ask less of yourself? You 
know you can not.

   During the latter part of 
World War II, I served without 
distinction in a U. S. Marine 
Corps rifle platoon, which taught 
me a number of valuable lessons.  
   One of them was that I was ill-
equipped to serve in a rifle platoon. 
Another was that APC pills were the 
accepted USMC cure for everything 
from hangnails to hangovers and 
from headaches to hallucinations. 
   Between boot camp at Parris 
Island, SC and the island of Guam, 
I experienced a variety of maladies, 
none of which were life-threatening 
or, in the lore of the Corps, worthy of 
the attention of medical talent above 
the rank of non-commissioned 
Navy Medical Corpsmen. 
    All of these ills, including (I jest 
not) a pervasive foot fungus, were 
treated primarily with APC pills, 
which were a compound of aspirin 
(to reduce pain), phenacetin (to fight 
fevers) and caffeine (to energize 
the patient for a prompt return 
to duty, usually augmented by a 
few mugs of a government-issue 
coffee/paint remover concoction).  
   Upon returning, whole and 
hearty, to civilian life, thanks in 
part to that all-purpose pill, but in 
larger measure to the A-bomb, I 

APC: A Miracle Compound in War and Peace
By Joe Klock, Sr.

began with a 
comprehens ive 
session on self-
image psychology 
(check out 
“In Search Of 
Maximence” at 
www. joeklock .
com for details 
on this).  
   If people don’t 
feel good about 
t h e m s e l v e s 

and confident in their abilities, 
all the knowledge, skill and 
opportunity in the world is not 
likely to lift them above the 
muck and mire of mediocrity. 
   While this is true in business, 
it is equally applicable 
to all other facets of life. 
   Planning is, perhaps, the 
most talked-about AND 
subsequently ignored process 
in most people’s lives. 
   “Ready-Fire-Aim” (sometimes 
without the first and last of 
these) is too often a substitute for 
methodically and, in precisely the 
following order, identifying clear 
objectives, designing workable 
methods, then mobilizing people and 
assembling “things”  before taking 

actions - be they great or small.  
   Few better examples could be 
found of the wrong sequence 
than the impulsive purchase 
of “cutting edge” technology 
and gadgetry before a careful 
evaluation of what it can do to 
meet the purchaser’s specific needs. 
   Planning must be both long and 
short-term in its range, so as to 
be prepared for the waves of the 
future, but also alert to unexpected 
navigational hazards along the way. 
   Commitment is, arguably, 
the most important of the three 
elements. Without it, attitude and 
planning lead toward an action plan 
of: “One for the money, two for 
the show, three to get ready, four 
to get ready, five to get ready, etc.” 
   Success in any area of human 
effort requires that attitude and 
planning be energized by a firm 
commitment to DO what needs 
to be done and to settle for no 
half-measures. Feeling good and 
planning well, critical though both 
factors be, are merely catalysts 
in the formula for achievement.  
   Few indeed are the annual business 
meetings that are not liberally 
spiced with rah-rah and a litany of 
“gonna-do” items, but fewer still 

are the enthusiasms and game plans 
that will be remembered, much less 
implemented, over ensuing months. 
(Ditto those New Year resolutions!) 
   Bottom line: After the “can 
do” and “here’s how” have been 
dealt with, only the WILL is 
necessary to win, but it takes all 
three - Attitude, Planning and 
Commitment - to get the job done. 
   Take it from this old Marine: 
Whatever might be the problem 
of yours and /or those around 
you, this new, improved “APC” 
prescription will get you back 
on track. Take as needed and, if 
you’d like, call me in the morning. 
   And, by the way - DON’T keep it 
out of the reach of your children!

Freelance wordworker 
Joe Klock, Sr. 

(joeklock@aol.com) 
is a winter Floridian who summers 

in New Hampshire. 
More of his “Klockwork,” can be 

found at
 www.joeklock.com.

  “Some are born great, some 
achieve greatness, and others 
have greatness thrust upon them.”  
William Shakespeare, Twelfth 
Night
   April 23rd is traditionally 
accepted as the birthday of William 
Shakespeare, generally regarded as 
the greatest poet and playwright in 
the English language.  
   As Shakespeare lovers around 
the world prepare to raise a glass 
to the Great Bard, let us pause for 
a moment:  To toast or not to toast, 
that is the question!
   What if we’ve been “barding” up 
the wrong tree all these years?  What 
if we’ve been honoring the wrong 
man for writing the immortal poems 
and plays of Shakespeare?  
   In the spirit of trying to open 
minds so we can finally get the 
Shakespeare authorship right, 
I’d like to offer my personal Top 
Ten list of reasons to doubt the 
traditional theory that attributes 
the works of “Shakespeare” to the 
unlikely William Shakspere (as his 
name was typically spelled in the 
official records) from Stratford.  
10) There is no reliable, 
contemporaneous evidence that 
William Shakspere of Stratford 
ever wrote anything in his life.  
Not even so much as a letter exists 
in his handwriting, let alone any 
manuscripts of plays and poems.  
Illiteracy ran in his family – his 
parents, wife and children all seem 
to have been illiterate or semi-
literate at best. 
9) There is no evidence that 
Shakspere of Stratford ever attended 
any school.  At most, he may have 
attended a few years of grammar 
school in Stratford but we simply 
don’t know for sure.  Nor is there 
any evidence to explain how he 
could have otherwise acquired the 
educational, linguistic and cultural 
background necessary to write the 
masterpieces of English literature 
attributed to William Shakespeare.  
8) What’s in a name?  The few 
signatures of Shakspere of Stratford 
that exist – barely legible though 

To Toast or Not to Toast, That is the Question
 Many Online will Celebrate Shakespeare’s 444th Birthday on April 23rd 2008; 

 
By Matthew Cossolotto

they are – show that he did not 
even spell his name “Shakespeare.”  
Spelling was notoriously fluid in 
those days, but the name of the 
author was consistently spelled 
“Shakespeare” or “Shake-speare” 
with a hyphen.  Shakspere’s family 
name was almost never spelled 
“Shakespeare” in the official 
records.   
7) Shakspere of Stratford took no 
legal action against the pirating 
of the “Shakespeare” plays or the 
apparently unauthorized publication 
of Shake-speare’s Sonnets in 
1609, even though he was known 
to frequently initiate lawsuits to 
recover petty sums of money owed 
to him. 
6) Shake-speare’s Sonnets, published 
in 1609, paint a portrait of the artist 
as a much older man. The scholarly 
consensus today holds that most 
of the Sonnets were written in the 
1590s, when Shakspere of Stratford 
was in his late 20s to late 30s, a 
relatively youthful age even in 
Elizabethan times.  Yet, the author 
of the Sonnets at times is clearly 
much older and anticipating his 
own imminent death.  Inexplicably, 
the publisher’s dedication in the 
1609 volume of Sonnets refers to 
“Shakespeare” as “our ever-living 
poet” – a term that implies the poet 
is already dead, but Shakspere of 
Stratford was still very much alive 
until 1616.  
5) The Sonnets also suggest strongly 
that “Shakespeare” was a pen name 
and that the author’s real identity 
was destined to remain unknown.  
In Sonnet 72 “Shakespeare” asks 
that his “name be buried where my 
body is.”  Sonnet 81:  “Though I, 
once gone, to all the world must 
die.”  If Shakspere of Stratford 
truly was the famous author of the 
Sonnets, why would he think his 
name would be buried with his 
body?  The name “Shake-speare” 
appeared on the title page of the 
Sonnets themselves. 
4) Unlike many other authors of 
the period – even those who were 
far less famous or prolific – not a 

single manuscript or letter exists in 
Shakspere’s own handwriting.  The 
Stratford man is unique – nothing 
survives of a literary nature that 
connects Shakspere of Stratford 
(the man) during his lifetime with 
any of the written works that are 
supposed to represent his literary 
output.  
3) Although traditional biographers 
of “Shakespeare” claim that he 
dashed off a couple of masterpieces 
a year to earn money, there is no 
evidence of a single payment to 
Shakspere of Stratford as an author.  
Such payments to other playwrights 
and poets are recorded for many 
others.  Nor is there any evidence of 
Shakspere of Stratford seeking out 
or establishing an ongoing literary 
patron – as was a common practice 
for writers of the day. 
2) Shakspere of Stratford’s minutely 
detailed 1616 will makes no 
mention of anything even vaguely 
literary – no books, unpublished 
manuscripts, library or diaries.  Not 
even a family bible.  He doesn’t 
mention a fellow writer in his will, 
not even his supposed friend Ben 
Jonson.  Why didn’t this literary 
giant leave behind a single book 
or bequeath any literary effects or 
posthumous literary instructions 
whatsoever to his widow or 
children?  Why didn’t he bequeath 
money for the education of his 
children or grandchildren?
 
1) Shakspere of Stratford’s death in 
1616 was a singular “non-event,” 
despite the fact that “Shakespeare” 
the author and poet was widely 
recognized at the time as one of 
England’s greatest writers.  Why 
was no notice taken of Shakspere 
of Stratford’s death if he was such 
a literary luminary?  
   The traditional “Stratfordian” 
theory presents us with a major 
disconnect between the life of the 
presumed author and his creative 
output.  It’s almost as if we have 
a disembodied body of works 
with little or no relationship to the 
author.  

   There is a long and distinguished 
history of doubting the traditional 
“Stratfordian” attribution of the 
“Shakespeare” works.  Noted 
doubters over the years include 
Mark Twain, Henry James, Orson 
Welles, Charlie Chaplin, and 
Sigmund Freud.  More recent 
skeptics include U.S. Supreme 
Court Justice John Paul Stevens and 
renowned Shakespearean actors 
Derek Jacobi, Michael York, and 
Jeremy Irons.
    Needed:  A Shakespeare 
Authorship Commission
   In 1996, the great Shakespearean 
actor Sir John Gielgud, while 
serving as president of the 
World Shakespeare Congress, 
signed the following petition:   
   “We, the undersigned, petition 
the Shakespeare Association of 
America, in light of ongoing 
research, to engage actively in 
a comprehensive, objective and 
sustained investigation of the 
authorship of the Shakespeare 
Canon, particularly as it relates to 
the claim of Edward de Vere, 17th 
Earl of Oxford.”
   Last year, the Shakespeare 
Authorship Coalition (SAC) 
and the Shakespeare Authorship 
Roundtable (SAR) began collecting 
signatures on a “Declaration of 
Reasonable Doubt About the 
Identity of William Shakespeare.”   
   To resolve the Shakespeare 
authorship mystery once and 
for all, the Shakespeare Oxford 
Society has called for the 
creation of an independent, blue 
ribbon commission composed 
of distinguished, internationally 
recognized experts in relevant fields 
– including historians, biographers, 
jurists, and other esteemed writers 
and scholars.  All members of the 
proposed Commission should be 
unbiased.  They should declare 
going in that they have open minds 
on this subject and are willing 
to follow the evidence wherever 
it leads – using internationally 
recognized evidentiary standards 
employed by leading historians and 

biographers.
   I hope Shakespeare enthusiasts 
in the media, the entertainment 
industry, and the foundation 
community will embrace this 
challenge.  All Shakespeare lovers 
around the world should be able to 
agree that it’s important to determine 
the true identity of the author. It’s a 
matter of basic fairness to give credit 
where it’s due. In addition, knowing 
the identity of the author will also 
help us better understand the works 
and the author’s motivations. At 
long last, let’s get the facts and 
reach a scientific, evidence-based 
conclusion.
   On this April 23rd, my birthday 
wish for Mr. Shakspere of Stratford 
is the following:  “I wish all 
Shakespeare lovers around the 
world will open their minds and 
support research into more likely 
authorship candidates so we can 
finally get to the bottom of this 
mystery, stop ‘barding’ up the 
wrong tree, and finally let poor 
Mr. Shakspere of Stratford rest in 
peace.”
   Founded in 1957, the Shakespeare 
Oxford Society is a nonprofit, 
educational organization dedicated 
to exploring the Shakespeare 
authorship question and researching 
the evidence that Edward de Vere, 
the 17th Earl of Oxford (1550 
– 1604) is the true author of the 
poems and plays of “William 
Shakespeare.” Visit www.
shakespeare-oxford.com for more 
information.  Other useful sites 
include: www.oxford-shakespeare.
com, www.shakespearefellowship.
org, www.doubtaboutwill.org, or 
www.shakespearebyanothername.
com.

Matthew Cossolotto speaks about 
the Shakespeare authorship 

issue. His presentation – entitled 
“Barding Up the Wrong Tree?” 

– explores what he calls the 
“Top 10 Reasons To Doubt The 

Conventional Theory That William 
Shakspere of Stratford Wrote the 

Works of “Shakespeare.”
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file:///Westchester%20TT-Base/WTT-Vol.2%20Issue66/Articles/WTTads@gmail.com
http://WVOX.com
http://WVOX.com
http://www.joeklock.com
http://www.joeklock.com
mailto:joeklock@aol.com
http://www.joeklock.com
http://www.shakespeare-oxford.com/
http://www.shakespeare-oxford.com/
http://www.oxford-shakespeare.com/
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Business • Op-Ed

Weir Only Human

By
Zuri A. Stanback
 www.urbanshout.com

The Fine Print
By Lisa Fine 

   I must admit that I had just 
about given up on the notion that 
a Republican could win the White 
House this year. With an unpopular 
war in its sixth year and an economy 
heading into a recession, the political 
landscape had all the earmarks 
(excuse the expression) of a country 
that was ready to put another party 
in power. Additionally, with the 
history-making candidacies of the 
first woman and the first African-
American with a serious chance 
to become the nation’s Chief 
Executive, it looked like curtains for 
the GOP. Add to that scenario the 
fact that conservative groups were 
trying to decapitate John McCain 
on his way to the nomination and 
then continued to swipe at him 
after he won, and it didn’t take a 
Karl Rove to conclude that Clinton 
or Obama would be taking the  
oath in January.  
   All of that has changed since 

McCain is our Next President
By Bob Weir

Senators Clinton and Obama have 
locked horns in one of the most 
vitriolic intra-party slugfests in 
recent memory. Senator McCain 
has been relegated to spectator 
status as he watches the two 
Democrats blow each other up with 
verbal grenades. The shrapnel from 
those explosions will continue to 
tear at the ultimate nominee in the 
general election. Furthermore, the 
person who does not get nominated 
will have an awful lot of spinning 
to do when it comes time to “unite 
the party” after a marathon of 
bloodletting. How could Hillary 
campaign for Barack after saying 
he can’t win against McCain? How 
could Barack support Hillary after 
insinuating that she will say or do 
anything to get elected?  
   In one of the most recent attacks, 
she called him an elitist after he 
said rural Americans “cling” to 
issues like religion, guns and anti-

i m m i g r a n t 
beliefs out 
of bitterness 
over lost jobs. 
C o m m e n t i n g 
on her recent 
assertion that 
she was a hunter, 
he mocked 
her, saying, 
“She’s talking like she’s Annie 
Oakley.” These and dozens of other 
caustic comments are surely being 
recorded by McCain staffers and 
will be used to great effect during 
the final months after the Democrat 
Convention. But, chances are, 
McCain won’t even need to use 
the corrosive sound bites that his 
opponents have provided him, 
because his strongest supporter is 
likely to be Hillary Clinton.  
   Mrs. Clinton’s “inevitability” 
notwithstanding, the fact is that 
Obama is going to end up with 

the nomination. 
Given her 
ruthless quest 
for power, that 
means she 
will have no 
alternative but to 
resort to plan B. 
She can’t afford 
to wait 8 years 

to try again, hence, she’ll need 
to ensure that McCain becomes 
the 44th President. Then she can 
say I told you so to the party and 
prepare to run again in 2012. She 
won’t openly back McCain; she’ll 
just quietly let her supporters know 
that Obama must be defeated. The 
reasoning will be that the Illinois 
senator’s success in the Primaries 
was merely an anomaly that must 
be reversed by her, once certain, 
and now delayed, inevitability. 
And, in the unlikely event that 
the superdelegates repudiate 

Obama’s victories and hand over 
the nomination to Clinton, the 
Democrats will have a war on the 
hands as their largest and most loyal 
constituency bails out on them. 
   All of the aforementioned makes 
it a virtual certainty that the former 
Navy Pilot and POW will garner 
at least the 270 electoral votes 
needed to change his residence 
from the north wing of Capital Hill 
to Pennsylvania Avenue. Some 
Republicans may not be overjoyed 
to vote for a moderate conservative, 
but when they compare the liberal 
record of the other choice, whoever 
it may be; it’s a no-brainer. Some 
wanted Romney; others wanted 
Huckabee, neither of whom could be 
accurately termed “conservative.” 
Nevertheless, the Party has to deal 
with the candidate they have, not 
the candidate they wish they had.  

In addition, they have to come to 

terms with another reality; no GOP 
candidate is likely to measure up to 
the unique attributes of a Ronald 
Reagan. He was a truly inspirational 
and courageous figure with the 
ability to lead without ever being 
petty. Well, John McCain may not 
be the “Gipper,” but he inspired 
his fellow prisoners and displayed 
outstanding courage during five 
and a half years as a POW. That 
experience makes politics look 
like a pillow fight. If we’re looking 
for strength and character in our 
leaders, choosing Clinton or Obama 
over McCain is almost laughable.  

Bob Weir is a contributing 
columnist to Yonkers Tribune and 

Westchester Times Tribune. 
BobWeir777@aol.com. 

RECYCLE, REUSE & REDUCE 
   In keeping with the many 
environmental celebrations, events 
and purpose of Earth Day 2008, I 
took an opportunity to review a few 
important rules about recycling with 
Kim Angliss at Yorktown’s 
Environmental Conservation 
Department.
Recycling is not an option – it is the 
law. 
RECYCLE CONTAINERS  
• Tin & Aluminum Cans (vegetable, 
soup, pet food, soda cans, empty 
aerosol cans, aluminum foil & 
trays)
• Glass Jars & Bottles (juice, wine, 
syrup, clear, green or brown jars & 
bottles)
• Plastic Containers #1 and #2 only 
(shampoo, laundry, dish detergent, 
milk, household cleaners, soda & 
water bottles). 
• All of these containers need to 
be rinsed and the lids or caps are 
garbage. 
RECYCLE PAPER
   Newspapers, Magazines, Junk 
Mail, Telephone Books and 
Catalogs need to be placed in a 
paper bag – not a plastic bag.
RECYCLE CORRUGATED 
CARDBOARD Flatten and tie 

empty boxes together. 
   Items that are GARBAGE 
include ceramic dishes, cookware, 
plastic flower pots, light bulbs, 
clothes hangers, egg crates, cereal 
and pasta boxes, tissue and paper 
towel rolls, and plastic toys. 
   It is estimated that a typical family 
consumes 182 gallons of soda, 29 
gallons of juice, 104 gallons of milk, 
and 26 gallons of bottled water a 
year. That’s a lot of containers -
- make sure they’re recycled!  For 
more interesting recycling ‘facts’ 
visit www.recycling-revolution.
com. 
BULK TRASH PICK-UP
   In many municipalities, large 
household items such as furniture, 
mattresses, large and small 
appliances, rugs, lamps, curtains, 

bicycles and boxes of small 
items are examples of bulk trash. 
Construction debris is not.
REUSE! 
   Consider donating any items 
that can be reused by someone 
else – from gently-used clothing to 
appliances to toys. 
   There are many charities who 
will distribute items to people 
who are in need, and there any 
many local ‘drives’ for things such 
as bicycles, sporting equipment, 
children’s clothing and coats. There 
are also many websites including 
www.freecycle.com and www.
westchestergov.com (see treasure 
hunt link) that offer free ‘swap’ 
services. 
REDUCE what you throw out by 
reusing and recycling as much as 
possible.  Recycling saves natural 
resources and tax dollars.

To submit information for The 
Fine Print, please send emails to 
TheFinePrintNY@verizon.net, call 
914 243-9761, or visit the www.
LisaFineCommunications.com 
Website. Lisa Fine is owner of LF 
Communications, Inc. some of 
whose clients may be mentioned on 
occasion. 

MOUNT VERNON, NY -- Whether 
you need an elegant centerpiece, a 
quick gift, or a delicious appetizer, 
try an Edible Arrangements fresh-
fruit bouquet and feel healthy about 
your choice.  Edible Arrangements 
specializes in creating delicious 
bouquets filled with fresh, hand 
sculpted fruit including strawberries, 
pineapple, grapes, apples, oranges, 
bananas, cantaloupe and honeydew.  
To sweeten up your bouquet, 
pineapple daisies, strawberries, 
apples, oranges, and even bananas 
can be hand dipped in gourmet 
chocolate.    
   Edible Arrangements can 
make arrangements for just 
about any occasion—bridal 
showers, weddings, anniversaries, 
baby showers, birthdays, and 
more.   Bouquets of fruit can 
also complement the seasons—
Blooming Daisies™, Orange 
Blossom™, and Apple Blossom™.  
They even get sporty and design 
arrangements in special keepsake 
containers for basketball, tennis, 
football, golf, soccer and baseball.  
Edible Arrangements in Mount 
Vernon, can always take orders 

Fruit Arranged Like Flowers?
in advance for any upcoming 
occasions, such as Mother’s Day, 
Father’s Day, and July 4th.    

    Arrangements are guaranteed 
fresh and are available in a variety 
of sizes and range in price from $47 
to $209.  Each arrangement is made 
to order and can be customized with 
a variety of all natural fudge sauce, 
plush teddy bears, and special Mylar 
balloons for almost every occasion.  
All ingredients are natural and no 
preservatives or sweeteners are ever 
used.  Arrangements can be picked 
up or delivered to your door from 
the Edible Arrangements located 
in Mount Vernon, NY (914- 663-
6880).  
   Edible Arrangements was 
founded in 1999 in New Haven, 
Connecticut, and began franchising 
in 2001.  With 776 operating stores 
and 42 new stores opening soon, 
Edible Arrangements is rapidly 
expanding franchises across 
the world. In addition, Edible 
Arrangements’ website is now in 
Spanish and French.  For more 
information, please visit www.
ediblearrangements.com.

©2005©2005

CHICAGO, IL -- A new 
documentary is looking to the 
public not only for content but also 
for financial support. Red, White 
& Blue: A Tale of Two Americas, 
which dissects how and why 
people choose political parties 
and candidates, is trying to secure 
funding solely through individual 
contributions.
   “Everything about Red, White & 
Blue comes straight out of the heart 
and soul of America,” comments 
Eric Anderson, producer and co-
director. “We want every citizen to 
be able to play a role in this film, so 
it doesn’t make sense for us to rely 
on corporate funding.”
   To achieve its goals, Red, 
White & Blue is working with 
IndieMaverick, a Website dedicated 
to using the masses to make movies. 
Relying on a concept known as 
“crowdfunding,” IndieMaverick 
collects small amounts of money 
from a large number of people. 
This collective approach gives 
everyone a chance to participate in 
the filmmaking process.
   And participate is just what Eric 
Anderson and his wife, co-director 
Amelia Dellos, are hoping people 

Film by America
Political Documentary Calls on the Masses for Funding

will do. Their documentary looks 
deep into the American mindset 
to determine the “why” behind 
people’s political decisions. Red, 
White & Blue questions what makes 
Americans act, believe and vote as 
they do. It tries to understand where 
people’s convictions come from 
and get them to think about and 
examine their beliefs.
   “Now more than ever, I think it’s 
essential that we look at what makes 
people choose certain candidates 

over others,” states Anderson. 
“This current election has brought 
out unprecedented levels of passion 
and animosity. As a people, we 
owe it to ourselves to examine our 
choices and opinions and ensure 
that we’re getting the most out of 
our system of government.”
   

To learn more about 
Red, White & Blue: 

A Tale of Two Americas, 
visit the documentary’s Website 

at 
www.redwhiteandbluemovie.com. 

   
To support the film or learn 

more about crowdfunding, visit 
IndieMaverick at 

www.indiemaverick.net. 

Registration is free. With donations 
starting at $25, individuals can 
not only help Red, White & Blue 
get off the ground but also secure 
themselves a copy of the film once 

it is complete. 

To be considered for an interview 
for the film, send an email to

 filmmakers@
redwhiteandbluemovie.com. 

RYE, NY -- Altheus Health and 
Sport, founded in 2002, will expand 
the Altheus brand through strategic 
partnerships with upscale full 
service health clubs, beginning with 
Healthtrax Fitness and Wellness 
with 16 current locations. 
   Altheus’ branded model of 
“teaching and coaching the complete 
human being” takes  personal 
coaching to the next level, with  
integrated program for individuals. 
The Altheus model recognizes 
that every person is different. 
Its professional team takes into 
account the unique physiological, 
nutritional and behavioral needs 
of each client, works with the 
client to design the program, and 
delivers the results that most people 
want but few achieve. The Altheus 

Altheus Brings Its Exclusive Model for 
Upscale Health Clubs in 2008

market is broad and attracts people 
of all levels of fitness, from non-
exercisers to professional athletes, 
children through adults. Referrals 
come mostly from word of mouth 
and physicians looking for a safe 
and effective professional program. 
   Co-founded by Dr. Tom 
Crawford, the former Director of 
Coaching for the US Olympics 
and Senior Director of the National 
Institute for Fitness and Sport 
describes Altheus as “giving each 
of our clients access to a team of 
professionals with expertise in 
strength and conditioning, nutrition, 
exercise, physiology, psychology, 
massage and physical therapy. We 
also extend the core expertise to the 
lifelong sports of tennis, golf and 
endurance sports such as cycling, 
triathlon and running. We change 
people’s lives by both educating 
our clients and helping them reach 
their goals”.
   Marc Tascher, who joined Altheus 
in 2007 as a principal and CEO, 
is a leading entrepreneur and club 
industry veteran with over 34 years 
of experience, having co-founded 

and then served as Chairman and 
CEO of Town Sports International, 
Inc. (“TSI”), the parent company 
of New York Sports Clubs. Tascher 
is also a principal shareholder and 
Board member of Crunch Fitness 
making up a total of over 33 
locations in the U.S. 
    Tascher views Altheus as an 
incredible growth opportunity. 
“Altheus is a successful free 
standing program catering to the 
very competitive Westchester, 

Fairfield, and metro markets.  
The Altheus model was client-
centered from the outset and the 
program’s effectiveness and high 
client retention was developed by 
an unmatched professional team. 
Where else can you find a single 
site business with nine professionals 
who are leaders in their fields of 
expertise? Altheus is now ready 
for the commercial club market 
too. We have created a product 
that can work equally well in both 
a boutique environment and in full 
service health clubs. 
   Tascher comments “Healthtrax 
couldn’t be a better partner for us. 
They attract members that most 
clubs fail to reach--those seeking 
a higher level of service and more 
professionalism. Their clubs are 
beautifully designed and appointed, 
and the synergy between our two 
companies is as good as it gets.” 
Bob Stauble, co-founder and Chief 
Development Officer of Healthtrax 
noted, “This partnership with 
Altheus gives us full confidence 
that our members and clients are 
very well cared for. The Altheus 
brand, its programs and its approach 
to service will set us apart from our 
competitors.”

For more information on the 
Altheus Sport and Health program, 

Altheus is located at 2 Clinton 
Avenue, Rye, NY 914.921.3044, 

or visit
 www.Altheus.net
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Campaign Trail • Community • Cuisine

www.cnr.edu
snr@cnr.edu

Take Your Career
to the Next Level

THE COLLEGE OF NEW ROCHELLE
S C H O O L  O F  N E W  R E S O U R C E S

O P E N  H O U S E
Sat., April 19

from 12–3 pm
All Campuses

Come to the Open House. Talk to a Financial
Aid Counselor and Career Planning Advisor.

MAIN CAMPUS
Angela Hall

29 Castle Place
New Rochelle

New York 10805
914-654-5528

Peaceful Putnam Valley   
4 BR, 2 ½ Bth, FRPL, DR, FR, 1.6 acres,  

25 min. from White Plains call Doris Ellias, Associate 
Broker, Prudential Rand Realty,Yorktown.  

Cell:  914 661- 8838. 

   Everyone in the house has their 
opinion on who should be our next 
president. Now, even our pets can 
voice their viewpoint with tempting 
new political pet treats from Petlane 
(www.petlane.com)- available 
in elephant or donkey.  But, how 
can you tell if your dog or cat is a 
Republican or a Democrat? Here 
are eight unmistakable signs to 
decipher which side of the fence 
your furry companion sits on.
Republican Pets: 
• They bark at passing neighbors 
and traffic; home security is very 
important to them. 
• Their ears perk up when Fox 
News comes on. 
• They are a big spender at the 
local pet store. 
• Strongly believe pet matrimony 
should only occur between two 
cats or two dogs. 
• Believe in the 2nd amendment 
right to bear claws. 

Election Season
It’s Crunch Time

• Are for electric 
border fences 
around the yard. 
• Want national 
ID tags for all 
pets. 
• They advocate 
for the pet 
tracking chip 
- you can never 
have too much 
surveillance! 
Democrat Pets: 
• They want 
universal 
veterinary care for all! 
• They want their treats for free. 
• They socialize with all breeds at 
the dog park. 
• They prefer their owner uses 
biodegradable poop bags. 
• Are very concerned with the 
rising cost of pet food. 
• Have the young puppy and kitten 
vote locked. 

• Want to end the war of dogs vs. 
cats once and for all. 
• Think of Ralph Nader as the dog 
catcher. 
 
* Biscuits are low fat, 100% natural 
and organic; Available in 6 oz bags 
of either the donkey or the elephant 
for $8.95; Bipartisan cases of 12 
are also available which include 6 
bags of each.

MOUNT VERNON, NY -- There 
probably aren’t many spiritual 
leaders who ride a tractor and grow 
vegetables to nurture the body as 
well as the spirit in Westchester 
County.
   But the Rev. Hugh Farrish, of 
Bowen Memorial Baptist Church in 
Mount Vernon, does. After learning 
that Port Chester had no farmer’s 
market but that needy neighbors 
there could benefit from the gift 
of fresh vegetables, he teamed up 
with the Port Chester/Town of Rye 
Council of Community Services to 
grow, tend and bring to God’s Green 
Market enough free vegetables to 
feed more than 2,500 people for 
13 weeks during the growing and 
harvesting season. 
   That’s why the Westchester County 
Board of Health awarded them both 
the Distinguished Public Health 
Service Award today at St. Peter’s 
Church in Port Chester, where 
God’s Green Market is based.
   “This is a terrific thing that you’re 
doing, teaming up to provide 
nutritious vegetables to some of 
our Westchester neighbors, and 
your efforts are also sensitive to 
the environment,” said County 
Executive Andy Spano. “I can’t 
think of two more worthy recipients 
of this award.”
   Seeds for this year’s crop will 
begin being planted this week for 
God’s Green Market. Rev. Farrish 
provided the seeds, the 12 acres of 
land and the know-how after six 
years of gardening at his Mount 
Vernon church and New Rochelle 
home, while the Council contributed 
volunteers who came from several 

God’s Green Market Feeds the Hungry
churches in Port Chester, Rye Town 
and Rye Brook. These weekend 
farmers spent many Saturdays and 
some week days watering, pruning 
and weeding. They harvested 
vegetables and delivered them to 
God’s Green Market, where needy 
neighbors were able to get bags full 
of just-picked produce. The crops 
included squash, eggplant, corn, 
potatoes, cucumbers, cabbage, pole 
beans and peas. 
   “A wonderful rainbow of faiths 
and nationalities all came together 
to show our compassion,” said 
the Rev. Bruce Baker of All Souls 
Presbyterian Church in Port Chester, 
who nominated both groups for the 
award. “There were residents of Rye 
and Purchase, members of a local 
Latino congregation and African-
Americans from Rev. Farrish’s 
church. It was a really interesting 
mix of people. By the end of the 
summer, some of the recipients of 
God’s Green Market came back to 
the farm and volunteered.”
   This multicultural, multiethnic 
undertaking continues. More 
volunteer farmers are needed this 
year. Interested residents should 
contact Ann Barringer Spaeth at the 
Council at (914) 939-8055.
   “My uncle gave me a tractor 
in North Carolina, and I towed 
it home,” said Rev. Farrish, 
explaining how he went from 
gardening to farming. “I do all the 
plowing myself. This is out of love. 
Thoughts come. Revelations come. 
Everything you do is a sermon. The 
more you give, the more is given to 
you.”
   It is also a green venture, which 

is important to Westchester County. 
Volunteers travel in church vans for 
the 80-minute drive to and from 
the farm in Goshen, saving fossil 
fuel, and no pesticides are used on 
the farm. For a one-time $5 fee, 
recipients are given reusable cloth 
bags that they can refill, week after 
week, at God’s Green Market. 
And there is no waste: any surplus 
vegetables are distributed to soup 
kitchens and food pantries at the 
end of the market day.
   “I commend both Rev. Farrish and 
the Council for exemplifying the 
highest level of commitment and 
distinguished public health service 
to the community in the past year,” 
said Dr. Douglas G. Aspros, DVM, 
president of the Westchester County 
Board of Health. “We salute you 
both for your services to the cause 
of public health in our county and 
for having responded with creativity 
and generosity in accomplishing 
our shared mission of promoting 
public health.”
   At the same awards ceremony, Dr. 
Aspros presented DeCicco Markets 
with a proclamation honoring the 
company’s bold decision to stop 
selling tobacco products in their 
four Westchester stores.
   “It’s not often that we see 
businesses put the health of the 
public before their profits, which is 
why DeCicco is to be commended,” 
said Dr. Aspros.  “I hope more 
retail establishments will follow 
DeCicco’s lead by banning the sale 
of tobacco products in their stores, 
too. The harder it is to buy cigarettes, 
the less people will smoke.”

YONKERS, NY -- Yonkers Public 
School 21 third graders and their 
principal (in the green visor) 
participate in tree planting at Coyne 
Park on April 25, 2008.  

Mayoral Arbor Day Proclamation 
Presented to Yonkers Parks  

Commissioner Cambria

YONKERS, NY -- On April 29, the 
Center for Aging in Place Support 
(CAPS), in collaboration with 55 
Plus Yonkers Connections, will be 
presenting “Aging in Place: How to 
Start Your Grassroots Project,” at 6 
PM at the Will Library in Yonkers.
   According to surveys, 9 out of 
every 10 seniors in the United 
States want to remain in their 
own homes and communities as 
they age.  All around the country, 
and here in Westchester, people 
have begun to meet their needs by 

   It’s that time of year again, when 
Daniel Grenell, laces up for his 
sixth annual AIDS Walk. Now, 
none of us are perfect but that’s OK, 
Daniel is! He’s been pounding the 
pavement for the Gay Men’s Health 
Crisis since he was a freshman 
in high school and deserves our 
respect and dollars. The donation is 

Sixth Annual AIDS Walk

tax deductable, if that’s what you’re 
wondering..

   Don’t loose hope! Please support 
his efforts by going to the following 
Website and throw massive sums of 
money at him. 

http: / /aidswalknewyork2008.
kintera.org/danielgrenell

National “Aging in Place” Movement 
Comes to Yonkers

Learn How to Help Yourself Stay in Your Own Home  
as Your Needs Change
forming organizations that help 
them get access to programs and 
services to help them to “age in 
place.”  Now you can learn how to 
start an aging in place organization 
in your community.  
Topics to be covered will include:
• What Aging in Place is and how 
it relates to the county’s Livable 
Communities project.
• What models other communities 
around the country have used 
to organize their Aging in Place 
projects.

• What projects are active in 
Westchester and how they got 
started.
• Who else wants to start a project 
in your community.
   The program is free and is open 
to anyone who wants to learn more 
about this exciting concept.  

For more information, or to attend, 
contact CAPS at 914-833-9654 or 

direct email to  
info@aipsupport.org.

 VALHALLA, NY -- Blythedale 
Children’s Hospital and The 
Dannon Company will host a 
special “Cooking with Kids” 
workshop on Tuesday, May 6, from 
6:30 to 8:00 p.m. at the hospital at 
95 Bradhurst Avenue in Valhalla. 
Presented as part of the hospital’s 
Community Health Lecture Series, 
the workshop will be a hands-on 
approach to getting children excited 
about food, health and nutrition. 
   Registered dietitians Mindy 
Hermann and Marie Roth will 
conduct the hands-on cooking 
workshop. They will introduce 
basic nutrition principles and 
guidelines supporting the concepts 
of balance, variety and moderation, 
as well as utilizing the food guide 
pyramid.  The workshop will also 
stress the important nutrients for 
growth, development and overall 
good health. On the menu will be 
fun and easy snacks that are also 

Special
‘Cooking with Kids’

Workshop 
healthy, along with main courses 
and desserts. 
   Ms. Hermann is a frequent 
speaker on children’s nutrition 
issues and the role that schools play 
in building healthy eaters. She has 
written more than 200 nutrition and 
health articles for parents, women’s 
and health magazines. Ms. Roth is a 
Registered Dietician at Blythedale 
Children’s Hospital and co-author 
and instructor of  “Eat Well, Be 
Well,” Blythedale’s community-
based nutrition-based outreach 
program. 
   Founded more than 100 years 
ago, Blythedale Children’s Hospital 
has been a leader in developing 
innovative, multi-disciplinary 
inpatient and ambulatory programs, 
as well as a community resource for 
children with a variety of medical 
concerns and their families. For 
more information about Blythedale 
Children’s Hospital, visit www.

blythedale.org  
   The Dannon Company is 
America’s founding national yogurt 
company and continually leverages 
its expertise to develop and market 
innovative cultured fresh dairy 
products in the United States. 
Dannon is headquartered in White 
Plains, NY. For more information, 
visit www.dannon.com. 

The “Cooking with Kids” 
workshop is nurtured with support 
from community partners like The 
Dannon Company. The “Cooking 
with Kids” workshop is free and 

open to the public, but registration 
is required by April 29.  For more 
information or to register, please 
call Lena Cavanna at (914) 592-
7138, ext 374, or direct email to 
her at LenaC@blythedale.org.  

http://www.petlane.com
http://aidswalknewyork2008.kintera.org/danielgrenell
http://aidswalknewyork2008.kintera.org/danielgrenell
mailto:info@aipsupport.org
http://www.blythedale.org
http://www.blythedale.org
http://www.dannon.com
mailto:LenaC@blythedale.org
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Like a good neighbor, State Farm iS there.®

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

Car + Home =

BIG SAVINGS
See me for Car and Home Insurance and save.

P058005  03/05

Corey A Anthony Agcy Inc

Delicious
Fruit Design®

©1999

Delicious Party®
Half Dipped

©1999

Our delicious fruit bouquets will help make
your wedding day truly unforgettable!

Complement each table with a fresh, unique 
centerpiece from Edible Arrangements®.

To order, please call or visit:

914-663-6880
138-Left Gramatan Ave. 

Mount Vernon, NY 10550

EdibleArrangements.com
Copyright © 2008 Edible Arrangements, LLC

Franchises Available.  Call 1-888-727-4258

Order early for 
Mother’s Day!

Oh so edible &
wonderfully

unforgettable

Oh so edible &
wonderfully

unforgettable

           St. Mark’s and Brass Roots Trio presents 
“In Celebration of Women” 

A Concert and High Tea in Honor of Mothers  
         St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 

1373 Nepperhan Avenue 
Yonkers, NY  10703 

May 4th,  Sunday 4:00pm

An experience you will not want to miss!   

Brass Roots Trio returns to St. Mark’s to inspire and touch the hearts of listeners 
with a ministry that reaches beyond musical style. The Brass Roots Trio of piano, 
trumpet & horn sounds like a small orchestra.

High tea will be served following the concert  
and is offered in honor of our mothers.   

Tickets:  Adults: $10.00, children 12 and under: $5.00.   

R.S.V.P. by April 30— please call church office @ 914-965-3455 

Piano
Trumpet 
French Horn 
…. And a brilliant tenor vocalist! 

he quickly learned to view food; 
not only as sustenance, but also as 
a source of comfort and creation. 
Chef John Jordano began his 
professional training when he was 
nineteen. He began training under 
acclaimed Executive Chef John 
Gervasi of Mulion’s in Westchester. 
Here Chef John Jordano developed 
his skills from family to restaurant 
status.  It soon became clear that 
John had an uncanny knack for the 
sweeter sides of the culinary arts. 
He continued to experiment and 
study with great Chefs including: 
Chef Anibal Romero (Crabtree’s 
Kittlehouse) and famed Chef 
Carmello D’Aprile.  
   The in house certified kosher 
bakery at Jackson and Wheeler is 
taking orders now for Passover 
pastries.  Also, feel free to walk 
in and order your pastries from 
Chef John Jordano at Jackson and 
Wheeler, which is conveniently 

Jackson and Wheeler Offer 
Array of Pastries for Passover

located on Wheeler Street across 
from the Pleasantville Metro North 
Railroad Station. 
   Jackson and Wheeler were 
established in 2002 in the town of 
Pleasantville as a local restaurant 
and bakery. Owners Michael 
Trizano and Len Bernstein saw a 
need for a restaurant that satisfied an 
upscale atmosphere for affordable 
prices catering to both couples and 
families. The American cuisine 
menu provides traditional favorites 
with an emphasis toward seafood 
highlighted by their raw bar. 
International dishes from the Pacific 
Rim, France, Italy, Germany, Japan, 
and many others, are introduced as 
daily specials. The bakery provides 
fresh daily pastries, breads and 
desserts. 

Jackson and Wheeler is located at 
25 Wheeler Ave., Pleasantville NY. 

(914) 741-2000

Town officials to support.
   At the Comprehensive Planning 
meeting in Edgemont, residents 
wanted to reduce multi-residential 
developments; have senior 
housing; target and work with, 
local businesses that serve their 
neighborhood; maintain a village 
feel; add sidewalks; reduce flooding, 
lessen impervious space and control 
traffic. Edgemont residents were 
talking Edgemont-wide, Fulton 
Park residents are trying to preserve 
about a half an acre. 
   Common sense, as well as zoning, 
tells us WestHab’s massive structure 
won’t properly fit where they want 
to put it. It’s like trying to squeeze 
the QE2 into the Bronx River at 
the County Center because there’s 

Greenburgh Poised to Ignore  
Fulton Park Neighborhood Concerns

From Page 1

water there. 
   Westhab’s design goes way beyond 
the Building Code and Zoning laws 
for this property. In fact, any resident 
in Fulton Park and Greenburgh,  
that has either tried or has added 
to their home, had to adhere to the 
Town’s Building Codes and Zoning 
requirements. They were limited as 
to how high and how big they could 
build. These were not outsiders, not 
renters, not agencies or developers 
looking to get grant money. These 
were Greenburgh residents, the 
taxpayers; the invested. WestHab 
has invested nothing! They will be 
here when Westhab is gone. 
   As you turn onto Old Kensico 
Road, this gateway to Fulton Park 
welcomes everyone. They’ll gladly 

welcome single-family, work-force 
homes or a single story commercial 
building on this property, just as 
our Zoning and Building Codes 
intended. They’ve had the homeless, 
the transitional and they’ve never 
said, as others have, not-in-our-
backyard. What they are saying is, 
now that the homeless are gone, 
renovate the existing buildings. 
If not renovation, build it to the 
appropriately zoned size, build it 
attractively, and build it to blend in 
to Fulton Park. Ultimately, build it 
to code, zone and neighborhood. 
   After a quarter of a century, 
they’re asking the Town to finally 
complete what’s been long overdue. 
Use the Building Codes, Zoning 
Ordinances, and some common 

sense, to enhance Fulton Park. 
Demonstrate that WestHab is no 
more important or deserving than 
the residents of Fulton Park; make 
obvious that their project is no better 
than the needs of Fulton Park, and 
mandate that WestHab profits and 
their shareholders are not worth the 
devastation of this beautiful Fulton 
Park neighborhood!
   WestHab’s project is an 
inappropriate design for this tiny 
parcel; it’s situated in the wrong 
place, and wrong for the zoning 
of this property. Don’t change the 
Building Code, don’t grant any 
Zoning variances. Greenburgh 
shouldn’t wait three years for an 
official Comprehensive Vision 
Plan, they can have it right now. 

YONKERS, NY -- A six-story, free-
standing, 66,000-square-foot vacant 
elevator office building with 6,000 
square feet of ground floor retail, 
situated at 45 South Broadway in 
the heart of downtown Yonkers, 
is in Chapter 11 Bankruptcy 
and is on offer for sale,” said 
David Schechtman, Esq., Senior 
Director and head of Eastern’s 
Bankruptcy and Distress arm, who 
with Principals Eric M. Anton and 
Ronald A. Solarz, are spearheading 

45 South Broadway in 
Chapter 11 Bankruptcy Sale

the marketing initiative for sale of 
the property, noting it is an ideal 
candidate for retail and commercial 
redevelopment.
   “45 South Broadway is in Chapter 
11 Bankruptcy and will be sold 
completely unencumbered,” said 
Mr. Schechtman.  “It’s rare to find a 
free-standing property that is vacant 
and offers light on all sides in such 
a stellar location, literally across 
from City Hall in the epicenter of 
Yonkers commercial district.”            

   New Rochelle City Council’s 4-
3 vote to accept the proposed City 
Yard’s Final Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement (DEIS) was 
followed by a public hearing on 
April 15.  But since there are l0 
more days to send comments 
on this DEIS to Jeff Coleman, 
Commissioner of Public Works, 
some felt that writing him was a 
way better option than the limited 
three minutes allowed at the public 
hearings.
   Three Republican City Council 
members voted against this final 
DEIS.  Council member Lou 
Trangucci was greatly concerned 
about the safety of the public 
works employees.  He thought the 
pollution is not being looked at from 
the standpoint of the worker.  In 
his view, the proposed building 
was too big for the size of the plot.  
There are cliffs on both sides of the 

How Complete is the New Rochelle City Yard 
Environmental Report? 

By Peggy Godfrey

site, and only 
one entrance for 
traveling upon, 
and off the site. 
Once designed, 
he opined, “there 
is no room for 
expansion.”  The 
property can only 
be navigated 
clockwise.
   While six people, one from 
Premium Point and the rest from 
Sutton Manor, favored the city 
yard move, several others objected.  
Lou Felicione spoke of safety 
concerns; especially for the public 
works employees.  Diana Mason, 
who expressed great concern over 
traffic bottlenecks, felt streets in the 
area were not wide enough for the 
department’s trucks.  
   The Final DEIS was comprised 
of statements in reply to citizens’ 

objections in the 
original DEIS.  
Yet not all 
responses were 
conclusive; in 
requesting the 
total cost for the 
entire project, 
the answer was 
that these cost 
estimates “will 

be prepared when the design is 
completed.”  The start-up of diesel 
engines in the trucks used is now 
proposed for inside the building, 
but there are no projections for how 
much air pollution employees will 
inhale.  It can be mentioned here 
that under the Federal Clean Air Act, 
truck electrification stops to reduce 
diesel pollution on highways are 
being financed by federal dollars.  
This possibility was not mentioned 
in the report.  Air pollution from 

the Thruway overhead could also 
impact working conditions.
   No new traffic study was 
proposed to clarify questions raised 
about the inadequacy of the traffic 
study conducted.  Heavy traffic 
is evident in the area and Elaine 
Waltz wanted traffic from new 
businesses included.  The answer 
given was it would add only one 
vehicle per minute.  But Waltz 
replied, “One additional vehicle per 
minute is a lot of vehicles when it 
is already overcrowded.  Now there 
is even more traffic coming into the 
area because they are putting the 
trucks from the Post Office on the 
Rontanelli site and that was not in 
the report.”
   Residents have until April 25 
to send in their comments to the 
Commissioner of Public Works.

Straehle, members of the Board of 
Education David Lacher, Chrisanne 
Petrone, Sara Richmond, and Mary 
Jane Reddington, and publishing 
consultant Martha Reddington, 
Westchester News 12 reporter Amy 
Nay, Education Chairperson of the 
College of New Rochelle Dr. Ruth 
Zealand, Dean of CNR School 
of Arts and Sciences Dr. Richard 
Thompson, CNR Assistant Director 
of External Relations Hannah 
Balliet, Dean of Manhattanville 
College School of Education Dr. 
Shelley Wepner, as well as other 

Special Guests Read to Students at 
Jefferson Elementary School

assistant superintendents and school 
administrators.
   Jefferson Elementary School 
Principal Mrs. Cynthia Slotkin 
welcomed guests during a 
reception. Student guides escorted 
guests from the school library to 
individual classrooms where the 
guests read books they personally 
selected. The program is planned 
and organized by Literacy 
Facilitator Mrs. LeAnn Bruno. This 
was the sixth consecutive year this 
elementary school in New Rochelle 
celebrated the annual Great Read 
Aloud. 

MOUNT VERNON, NY -- Ms. 
Barbara E. Friesner, author and 
expert on family and caregiving 
issues, will address The Wartburg 
Adult Day Services’ Caregiver 
Support Group on May 15 at the 
Berkemeier Auditorium. She will 
be talking about fun exercises that 
caregivers can use to motivate their 
aging loved ones to do what is in 
their best interest. 
   Author of the book, “How to Be 
Your Own Generational Coach,” 
Ms. Friesner has collaborated with 
hundreds of families, eldercare 
professionals, and employees 
of assisted living communities 
to help them successfully build 
relationships and address critical 
senior care issues. She has also 
been featured on NY1’s “Focus on 
Seniors” and WS Radio’s “Coping 
with Caregiving” segments.  

The Wartburg to Host Talk by 
Leading Generational Coach

   Friesner holds a Master in Business 
Administration degree from Boston 
University. In addition to managing 
her company, AgeWiseLiving, she 
has served as an adjunct professor 
specializing in senior housing 
management at Cornell University’s 
School of Hotel Administration.  
   The lecture will start at 6:30 
PM, followed by a book signing 
at 7:15 PM at Berkemeier 
Auditorium, located on the campus 
of The Wartburg Adult Care 
Community. A light supper will 
be served at 6 PM.  The event is 
free. RSVP preferred.  Please call 
Donna Sangi-Vallario at 914-513-
5472, or direct email to dvallario@
thewartburg.org.  Directions can 
be obtained on The Wartburg 
Website at www.thewartburg.org  
   The Wartburg is a Lutheran 
ministry serving all faiths.

   Council on international 
Educational Exchange (CIEE) 
is looking for Host Families and 
Local Coordinators in Westchester 
County!  
   CIEE’s Local Coordinators work 
with families, students and schools. 
Their students come from 50 
different countries; have their own 
spending money and insurance. 
CIEE pay a placement and 
supervision fee to cover expenses 
and provide support. You may also 
qualify for CIEE’s yearly National 
and International meetings with 
paid flights, meals and lodging.  
   Their Host Families are loving 
people who welcome a CIEE High 

Make a Difference! 
Welcome Foreign High School Exchange 

Students in Westchester! 

School Exchange student for one or 
two semesters. You do not have to 
have children to be able to host a 
student! Just open your heart and 
home and share your community 
and country! 
   Expand your relationships in 
your community. Strengthen ties 
with neighbors, friends, civic and 
religious groups. Get to know 
students from many countries 
and help welcome them to your 
hometown. 

Call Jacki Hartford toll free: 1-
866-583-0331, direct email to 

Jhartford@ciee.org, or visit the 
Website at www.ciee.org.

mailto:dvallario@thewartburg.org
mailto:dvallario@thewartburg.org
http://www.thewartburg.org/
mailto:Jhartford@ciee.org
http://www.ciee.org
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save the date!
short term 
rehabilitation

skilled nursing

alzheimer’s & 
dementia care

respite

palliative care

hospice

April 14
GENTLE YOGA WORKSHOP 1PM
Gramatan AARP @ Sinai Free Synagogue
Route 22, Mount Vernon

April 28
AUTHOR BOOK READING 3PM
“Hauntings of the Hudson River Valley”
Vincent T. Daquino

April 30
CLERGY CONFERENCE 9AM-12PM
“Ministering to the Caregiver”
8:30AM Registration & Continental Breakfast

May 7
STROKE PREVENTION SCREENINGS 9AM-5PM
conducted by Life Line Radiology in recognition of 
National Stroke Awareness Month

All events held at Westchester Rehab unless otherwise noted.
Please phone 914.699.1600x337 for more info.

WESTCHESTER, NY -- A study 
abroad experience is a valuable 
addition to a college application, 
and so much more. If you’re in high 
school or about to graduate, there’s 
still time to apply for a summer 

Summer Study Abroad Programs for 
High Schoolers 

There’s Still Time
study abroad program or ‘gap year’ 
experience. AFS has been sending 
high school students abroad for 60 
years. Can’t decide where to go? 
Let AFS provide advice or connect 
you with students who have just 

GREENBURGH, NY -- “When it 
comes to regional planning, no one 
is in charge. Local governments 
make all of the planning decisions.  
Municipal planning bodies often 
don’t even talk to each other.  
The law doesn’t permit county 
planners to directly impact local 
decisions,” said County Legislator 
Tom Abinanti (Greenburgh, D, WF 
,I) as he proposed a four step plan 
to better county-wide planning.  
“Westchester needs a county-wide 
master plan.”
   Legislator Abinanti first made 
his proposals in a letter to the 
Westchester County Planning 
Board in response to the Planning 
Board’s public request for comment 
on its intent to revise some of the 
policies of the 1995 Patterns for 

Abinanti Proposes Planning Changes 
for Westchester

Westchester: The Land and the 
People. (Patterns is a compendium 
of planning policies used by the 
Westchester County Planning Board 
in commenting on local planning 
proposals.)
   Abinanti is urging passage of 
the necessary legislation to enact 
his proposed changes. Abinanti’s 
proposals include:
 1. Add the “impact on flooding” as a 
consideration or possible motivation 
for the County’s  purchase of open 
space;
2. Amend the Westchester County 
Charter to conform to New York 
State Law which requires a  
supermajority vote by a municipal 
planning body when the county 
planning board opposes the 
proposed municipal board action;

3. Amend the Westchester County 
Charter to require the Westchester 
County Planning Board to give 
notice to affected school and fire 
districts of any application which it 
receives for review; and
4. Amend the rules of the 
Westchester County Planning 
Board (and the Westchester County 
Charter if necessary) to increase the 
number of referrals considered and 
commented on by the Westchester 
County Planning Board.
   “We need to be sure that all 
affected entities are notified when a 
significant project is proposed and 
we need to foster uniform planning 
policies throughout the County,” 
said Legislator Abinanti. 

ALBANY, NY -- A bill 
Assemblywoman Amy Paulin 
(D-Scarsdale) sponsored to help 
authorities crack down on illegal 
gun trafficking passed the Assembly 
as part of a package of gun safety 
legislation (A.6525). 
   “The horrors that gun violence 
cause are too numerous count.  
Every instance is another reason 
why common sense gun safety 
laws are important,” Paulin said. 
“My legislation targets illegal 
gun trafficking and gives law 
enforcement officials the tools they 
need to keep deadly weapons out of 
the hands of dangerous criminals. 
We can’t afford to sit back and wait 
for the next senseless gun violence 
tragedy.” 
   Paulin’s bill cracks down on 
“straw purchasers” who legally 
purchase firearms and resell them 
to criminals. The legislation: 
• Requires gun dealers to cooperate 
with law enforcement officers 
tracking illegal guns;
• Requires gun dealers to keep 

Assemblywoman Paulin’s Sponsored 
Legislation to Curb Illegal Gun 

Trafficking Passed

records of sales;
• Requires that guns are kept, 
transported and displayed in a 
secure manner; 
• Restricts sales to licensed 
premises;
• Ensures that employees selling 
guns are at least 21 and trained; 
• Calls for liability insurance of at 
least $1 million; and
• Sets penalties for gun dealers who 
fail to abide by the rules.

   According to the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, 
roughly 57 percent of illegal 
firearms nationwide are traced 
back to just 1.2 percent of licensed 
gun dealers who supply the illegal 
arms market. Paulin added that gun 
violence currently kills 1,200 New 
Yorkers a year.   
   “Responsible and legal gun 
owners have a constitutional right to 
bear arms, but the same doesn’t go 
for violent criminals,” Paulin said. 
“The safety of our neighborhoods 
and families is paramount, which 
is why the Assembly passed my 
bill. I strongly urge the Senate to 
pass it as well, and for the governor 
to speedily sign it into law so we 
can make New York State a safer 
place.” 
   Paulin’s legislation is part of a 9-
bill gun safety legislative package 
that will help crack down on illegal 
gun sales, keep guns out of the 
hands of children, ban military-
style guns and ammunition and help 
police solve gun crimes. returned. Financial aid is still 

available, especially if you let AFS 
suggest destinations for you. 

Call 1-800-AFS-INFO today or 
visit www.afs.org/usa  

to learn more.

   Last Thursday, April 11th, school 
district business officials, municipal 
leaders, municipal officials, school 
board trustees and local constituents 
were all talking together.  And 
sharing ideas.  Before a packed 
audience, I moderated a forum that 
addressed sharing services between 
school districts, local governments 
and the state in order to cut costs.  
New York State Comptroller 
Thomas DiNapoli, Westchester 
County Association Chairman 
Alfred DelBello, Putnam Northern 
Westchester District Superintendent 
Dr. James Langlois, and Cortlandt 
Town Supervisor Linda Puglisi 
joined me. Each highlighted their 
own involvement with shared 
services and discussed the potential 
for increasing the ability to allow 
for even more. At the state level we 
are also committed to sharing. Our 
recently passed budget includes 
$29.4 million, an increase of $5.4 
million from last year’s budget, 
earmarked for state grants to 
underwrite shared services and 
consolidation.
   Comptroller DiNapoli said 
that as a school board member 
on Long Island, he came to 
realize that any effort to share or 
consolidate services needed to be 

Shared Services Forum Tackles Tough 
Solutions to Tax Problems

By Sandy R. Galef
Assemblywoman Representing the 90th District

more of a bottom-up than a top-
down approach that addressed real 
needs of local communities.  He 
also cited distrust of government 
as something that works against 
consolidation and sharing. The 
Comptroller emphasized that “the 
time is now for a conversation on 
shared services,” particularly given 
our current fiscal challenges. He 
also offered his office and other 
state offices as the go-to place for 
expertise and a knowledge base to 
guide local governments on best 
practices to follow when working 
jointly across municipal lines.  
   Al DelBello, who sits on the 
Commission for Local Government 
Competitiveness and Efficiency, 
also mentioned the need for grass-
roots efforts to effectively chip away 
at the layers of government that are 
duplicative. “Big business can’t 
remain competitive if Westchester 
County continues to be the first, 
second or third highest taxed county 
in the nation,” he said. Legislatures 
are not necessarily the place to start 
for sharing, he suggested, but local 
sharing can take place if historical 
barriers can be broken down. He 
commented that just because a level 
of government exists, doesn’t mean 
it has to exist for a service to be 

offered.  “One computer in a county 
office could effectively assess the 
entire county,” stated DelBello,  
“…every place but government 
has used technology to be more 
productive using fewer resources. 
Some areas of government still 
require a more personalized 
approach, but many do not. The 
time is now to start consolidating 
back- office services across all 
government lines.”  DelBello 
pointed out that New York has more 
taxing districts than any other state. 
“We need to be bold and change 
state law and the constitution to truly 
and effectively change New York,” 
he claimed. Better utilization of 
BOCES might be one way to start, 
DelBello suggested.  Adding a tier 
five for new public employees that 
would phase out early retirement 
was another suggestion.
   Linda Puglisi focused her remarks 
on the importance of getting 
a groundswell of community 
support for any shared service that 
represents a significant change. For 
example, Cortlandt does not have 
its own police force, but relies on 
county and state police for law 
enforcement.  Under Puglisi’s 
leadership, Cortlandt also passed 
a referendum to eliminate the 

elected highway superintendent 
and replace him/her with an 
appointed superintendent. She 
was also instrumental in building 
a water filtration plant, when the 
state mandated higher standards for 
water. To do this, she partnered with 
several neighboring communities, 
and she did something similar 
for recycling.  When unfunded 
mandates come to her, she looks 
for communities to share. “To 
gain community support for such 
initiatives,” she said, “you need to 
run it almost like a campaign.” 
   Jim Langlois said the time was 
right for: “…the grand conversation 
to begin.  We need to sit down 
with state legislators, and it is 
critical that powerful lobby groups 
be part of the conversation.” He 
also emphasized the need to take 
great care when analyzing how 
to streamline services related to 
schools.  “We have the best school 
districts in the nation here.  We 
want to be careful not to dismantle 
something so great.”   Langlois 
cited research which showed that 
up to 3,000 students in one school 
district does help with efficiencies, 
but once the district grows beyond 
that, administrative additions need 
to be made. BOCES currently offers 
school district sharing for such back 
office services as printing, health 
insurance, contract negotiations, 
technology, legal services, 
investment pooling, and more.  
BOCES is also self-regulated. 
A service cannot be offered if 
fewer than two member school 
districts demand it.  Transportation 
management, centralized 
maintenance, and energy were areas 
Langlois suggested BOCES’ role 
could grow into.  He mentioned that 

BOCES in other regions do support 
services beyond school districts, 
which could be a direction for this 
BOCES to go as well.
   Audience concerns focused on the 
need for a “clearinghouse” of sorts 
to help disseminate information 
about what kind of sharing exists 
already, what’s available, and how 
to proceed.  DelBello offered up the 
possibility of the Commission on 
Local Government Competitiveness 
and Efficiency, after it releases 
its recommendations, to become 
that sort of clearinghouse.  Puglisi 
suggested that to entice more 
sharing, incentives need to be 
offered.  Some questioned the 
efficiency of BOCES, or if there 
were better deals available to 
taxpayers, even if they weren’t 
better deals for school districts.  
Westchester County government 
suggested they offer possibilities for 
pooling resources, especially with 
information services, public works 
services, and purchasing (through 

their finance department.)  Putnam 
County has already embarked 
on a study to look at sharing of 
assessment services among the 
municipalities in Putnam.
   We are at a critical juncture, which 
I like to think of as an incredible 
opportunity.  Together, I believe we 
can address our service needs, limit 
our costs, and increase the efficiency 
of local governments. At the end of 
the forum, I solicited suggestions 
from the audience in the form of 
a hand-out. I welcome additional 
input from constituents and public 
officials regarding sharing services 
and reducing costs, which you can 
send to me at sgalef@assembly.
state.ny.us, or 2 Church Street, 
Ossining, NY 10562, or call my 
district office at (914) 941-1111.

Assemblywoman Sandy Galef 
represents the 90th Assembly 
District, which comprises the 
towns of Ossining, Cortlandt, 

Philipstown, Putnam Valley and 
Kent, and the City of Peekskill.

OSSINING, NY -- Assemblywoman 
Galef, 90th AD, announced that the 
New York State Budget recently 
passed included increases to her 
district that will help hold taxes down 
while providing financial resources 
to students and residents.  In school 
aid alone, Galef’s 90th Assembly 
district received an additional 
$11,546,608 for education over 
last year’s budget. The budget also 
restored the governor’s proposed 

New State Budget Increases Revenues to 90th Assembly District
cuts in BOCES and Foundation Aid 
Formula, and increases the high tax 
aid to the district. 
   “This record increase in school 
aid in the state budget will benefit 
school property tax payers and 
lower their tax burden,” stated 
Galef. See figure 1 to the right.
   Other positive impacts to local 
school districts include the increase 
of $1.1 million to assist schools 
in conducting fingerprinting and 

background checks for prospective 
employees. There will be savings 
of 10% to 30% in costs for school 
construction and municipal projects 
with new changes in the WICKS 
Law.
   Municipalities in the 90th AD will 
also receive a 3% increase over last 
year in state aid, through the Aid 
and Incentives to Municipalities 
(AIM), Galef announced.  As a 
small city, Peekskill will receive a 

4.8% increase in municipal aid.
   The final budget included $363 
million for funding the Consolidated 
Local Street and Highway 
Improvement Program.  Some of 
this $50 million increase will fund 
local road and bridge projects in the 
90th AD. 
   The Middle Class STAR program 
will continue at its present level 
of funding, and Enhanced STAR 
rebates will increase 40% this year. 
These benefits are in addition to the 
BASIC STAR and Enhanced STAR 
credits reflected in the school tax 
bills.
   In housing, $25 million was added 
to the budget to give financial 
counseling and legal services to 
homeowners facing default and 
foreclosure due to the unscrupulous 
practices of the mortgage industry.  

There is $200 million of capital 
money for the development of 
affordable housing.
   “With more money coming from 
Albany in state aid, there will be 

Figure 1

significant financial help to local 
taxpayers with their property tax 
bills during these difficult economic 
times,” concluded Galef.

http://www.afs.org/usa
mailto:sgalef@assembly.state.ny.us
mailto:sgalef@assembly.state.ny.us
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  Congressman Eliot Engel voted 
to abolish the Internal Revenue 
Service’s use of private collection 
agencies to collect overdue taxes. 
The bill passed the House by a vote 
of 238-179 on Tuesday and now 
goes to the Senate.   
   The legislation, the Tax Assistance 
and Simplification Act (HR 5719), 
would, among other provisions, 
allow the IRS to refer taxpayers 
needing assistance to qualified low-
income taxpayer clinics and require 
the IRS to notify taxpayers, to the 
extent possible, of their potential 
eligibility for the Earned Income 
Tax Credit.
   It would also have the IRS notify 
taxpayers if it determines that there 
may be unauthorized use of the 

Engel Votes for 
Tax Reform

taxpayer’s identity.
   Rep. Engel said, “Average 
taxpayers need all the help they 
can get. This legislation does this 
while removing collection agencies 
from the tax process. It would 
also increase civil and criminal 
penalties on firms that misuse 
the names and symbols of the 
Treasury Department, including 
the IRS, through misleading web 
sites, ‘phishing’ or other forms of 
electronic communications. 
   “This will discourage fraudulent 
activities.”
   Rep. Engel called tax collection 
inherently a government function, 
and using collection agencies to 
collect overdue taxes inefficient 
and costly. He said thus far the IRS 

had spent $75 million to collect a 
net of $27 million.
   “This is ridiculous,” Rep. Engel 
said. “Reliable estimates show 
that if $70 million was spent using 
IRS employees, they would have 
collected $1.4 billion.”
   He said the collection agencies 
harassed people by placing more 
than 1 million phone calls trying to 
find 35,000 taxpayers. “One elderly 
couple was called 150 times, as 
often as five times a day, looking for 
someone who did not live there,” he 
said.
   “I am hopeful that the Senate 
will act promptly and pass this 
legislation.”

ALBANY, NY -- Assemblyman 
George Latimer (D-Westchester, 
91st A.D.) has announced that 
he has obtained $1.2 million in 
the 2008-09 State Budget to fund 
flood mitigation projects in three 
Sound Shore communities. “The 
Mayors and local elected officials, 
and the residents of Larchmont, 
Mamaroneck and Rye have been 
tenacious in calling for the state to be 
a partner in flood mitigation efforts. 
This is an important step toward 
realizing those efforts”, Latimer 
stated. Each community would 
have access to up to $400,000 each 
to fund projects to protect against 
future flooding.
   Assemblyman Latimer indicated 
that the funds, allocated in the 
Empire State Development 
Corporation budget, covers capital 
projects that would reduce flooding 

ALBANY, NY -- “Cutting state 
spending makes sense in a tough 
fiscal climate” stated Assemblyman 
George Latimer (D-Westchester, 91st 
A.D.) “but only if we cut expenses 
for our own level of government. 
Decreasing state aid to local school 
districts, counties, towns, villages 
and cities has the reverse effect to 
the taxpayer: it can cause increases 
in local property taxes...the very tax 
that people most complain about”. 
   With this thought in mind, the 
State Assembly and Senate passed 
the final pieces of the 2008-09 State 
budget, restoring aid cuts to school 
districts, notably in Westchester and 
especially along the Sound Shore. 
Districts such as Mamaroneck 
and Rye City faced significant net 
funding losses that were improved 
in the final state budget version. 
   “I have lobbied - and I’m pleased 
to say was successful - in getting 

Latimer Announces $1.2 Million 
for Flood Projects

for inland and coastal residents. 
Westchester County has created a 
countywide fund of $10 million 
for the same purposes - creating 
two levels of assistance for needed 
projects. “I have personally seen the 
devastation in Rye’s Indian Village, 
along the Mamaroneck River 
and Sheldrake River corridors in 
Mamaroneck, and on Pine Brook 
in Larchmont. I’ve talked face to 
face with residents who are angry 
and hurt, and want some assurance 
that government understands and 
cares”, Latimer continued. 
   FEMA funded flood relief efforts 
in the days immediately after the 
flood, and community groups from     
the Junior League, WINDER, the 
Hispanic Resource Center and 
Habitat for Humanity, provided 
volunteer services to those affected. 
Future flood protection, however, 

requires capital projects of a more 
costly nature, based on scientific 
study of the drainage and water 
patterns in force along the Sound 
Shore.  
   “It takes intelligent science to 
identify the improvements we need 
to reduce flooding”, Latimer noted, 
“but it takes political science to 
bring together the decision-makers 
in Albany and elsewhere and 
get the money in place to do the 
projects. We’re on the right track”. 
   Latimer expressed appreciation to 
his colleagues from the Assembly 
and Senate in Westchester, including 
Senator Suzi Oppenheimer, who 
represents the three communities as 
well, and to Assembly leadership, 
for their support of the necessary 
funding.

Latimer: State Budget Assists 
School Districts

an additional $250,000 for the 
Mamaroneck School District”, 
Latimer continued. “The District 
had a deep loss in excess cost aid, 
and no relief in the form High 
Tax Aid for hard pressed property 
taxpayers in Mamaroneck Town, 
Larchmont Village and part of 
Mamaroneck Village covered by the 
district. That has been corrected”. 
   Latimer cited cooperative work with 
State Senator Suzi Oppenheimer in 
meeting with the districts to identify 
the problems, and each working 
in their respective legislative 
houses to advance the matter. 
   Latimer noted that funding 
allocations were also agreed to, at 
his urging, for the Rye Neck School 
District and the Rye City School 
District ($30,000. each). The re-
formatting of aid improved numbers 
in those districts from original 
estimates. In Port Chester, aid 

numbers were already significant, 
under the Contract for Excellence 
program, but school officials 
highlighted their need for program 
flexibility, to meet the demands of 
the contract using both successful 
existing initiatives as well as new 
ones. In Blind Brook, the district 
covering most of the residents in 
the Village of Rye Brook, high tax 
aid was increased to $100,000, up 
$55,000 over last year. New Rochelle 
also experienced an increase of 
over $650,000 in high tax aid. 
   “The formula and the funding 
is complicated”, Assemblyman 
Latimer indicated. “The important 
story is that hard work in presenting 
the needs of our districts has resulted 
in a better financial partnership 
with the state. I trust this will help 
restrain expected school property 
tax increases”.

YONKERS, NY -- Yonkers 
Third District Councilmember 
Joan Gronowski has introduced 
two pieces of legislation. The 
first calls for the installation of 
Global Positioning Systems (GPS) 
tracking devices in all city-owned 
vehicles. The second resolution 
asks the administration to direct 
the City Assessor to undertake a 
reassessment of all real property 
within the City of Yonkers. 
   Gronowski states that studies 
have proven that GPS tracking 
devices installed in government-
issued vehicles are helping 
communities around the country 
increase safety and productivity, 
reduce waste, deter abuse, and save 
the taxpayers’ money in gasoline 
and lost productivity.   The Town of 
Islip, in Long Island,  installed GPS 
tracking devices in 614 vehicles 
saving nearly 14,000 gallons of 
gasoline over a three-month period 
compared with the previous year’s 
expenses. The Town purchased 
their GPS system from a New York 
State bid at significant savings.   
   The second piece of legislation 
asks the city administration 

Gronowski Introduces GPS Tracking 
Legislation and Resolution to 

Undertake Yonkers 
Property Reassessment

to direct the City Assessor to 
examine a reassessment of all 
real property within the City of 
Yonkers. Gronowski notes that the 
cost of a reassessment of Yonkers’ 
approximate 36,000 parcels would 
be great, but suggests that the 
significant financial losses Yonkers 
has suffered through legal actions 
(Certiorari) brought against the city 
by commercial property owners 
due to alleged unequal assessments, 
exceeds the cost of the reassessment 
every year. This year alone, the 
year to date is in excess of $5 

Million in refunds.  Each year the 
City of Yonkers is spending about 
twice as much on Certiorari cases 
as compared to what a revaluation 
would cost. In addition, the city 
is very close to the bonding limit, 
which may be alleviated by a 
reassessment. 
   Gronowski stated that Yonkers 
taxpayers are now facing a whopping 
24% increase in the county portion 
of their tax bill.  Each municipality’s 
share of the county tax bill is based 
on assessed property values and a 
formula using a factor known as 
the state equalization rate.  Because 
each municipality in Westchester 
assesses the value of property 
differently, this tax increase varies 
greatly and can cause significant 
fluctuations in tax rates from year 
to year.  She further noted that, 
according to the New York State 
Office of Real Property Services, 
Westchester County has “the lowest 
average equalization rates of any 
county in the state”, a sign that “a 
municipality’s assessments are out 
of date and more likely not to value 
properties uniformly”. 
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By Mary C. Marvin
Mayor of the Village of Bronxville

   In response to numerous citizens 
concerns, the Bronxville Police 
Department has launched a five day 
education effort explaining the New 
York State Traffic laws governing 
cell phone use and pedestrian right 
of way in crosswalks.
   Officers stopped over 3,000 
cars during the week of April 7th 
and handed out flyers citing the 
applicable laws to drivers in the 
vicinity of all of our schools as 
well as in the business district.  The 
Department expects to hand out an 
equal number during the week of 
April 14th concentrating in heavily 
trafficked residential areas.
   New York State Vehicle and 
Traffic Law relating to cell phone 
usage states, “that no person 
shall operate a motor vehicle on a 
public street while using a mobile 
telephone to engage in a call while 
such vehicle is in motion.”  If a 
mobile phone is held to or in the 
immediate proximity of the driver’s 
ear while the vehicle is in motion, 
it is presumed that the driver is 
engaging in a phone call.  The only 

exception to the law is the use of 
a “hands-free mobile telephone”, 
which for purposes of the law is a 
phone by which the user engages in 
a call without the use of either hand, 
whether or not the use of either hand 
is necessary to activate or deactivate 
the functions of the phone.
   Violation of this provision 
constitutes a traffic infraction 
carrying a fine of up to $100.00.
   The State code is also quite clear 
that pedestrians have the right of 
way in crosswalks where there 
are no traffic control devices.  
This applies to traffic flowing in 
both directions.  For example, if a 

pedestrian steps into the crosswalk 
near Botticelli Bridal Shop, the cars 
must stop in both directions to allow 
safe passage.   Vehicles entering or 
exiting from alleyways, buildings, 
private roads or driveways must 
also yield the right of way to 
pedestrians approaching on any 
adjacent sidewalks.  Failure to obey 
this law results in fines of up to $150 
and points on a drivers’ license.
   Our education program on these 
two safety issues will be followed 
by a less visible enforcement effort 
using unmarked cars to apprehend 
violators.
   All our efforts are directed at 
improving the safety and enjoyment 
of our residents and visitors to the 
Village.  To that end, the Village 
will be repainting crosswalks, 
double yellow lines and turning 
lane markings in May and June in 
order to increase visibility.
   Please call us at the Police 
Department or Village Hall if you 
have suggestions of particular areas 
to target in our next education and 
safety campaign.

MOUNT VERNON, NY -- Mayor 
Clinton I. Young, Jr. joined Mayors 
Michael R. Bloomberg of New 
York, Thomas M. Menino of 
Boston, Mayor Phil Amicone of 
Yonkers, and representatives from 
60 other cities in attending the 
2008 Mayors Against Illegal Guns 
National Summit on Monday, April 
14th at the Ronald Reagan Building 
and International Trade Center in 
Washington, DC.  
   “The prevalence of illegal guns 
on the streets of our cities is 
unacceptable to us all,” said Mayor 
Young.  “I am honored to be a part 
of this effort to eliminate these 
dangerous weapons.  With every 
gun removed, we save a life.”
   In April 2006, Mayor Bloomberg 
and Mayor Menino, along with 
13 other Mayors from across the 

Mayors from Throughout the Country 
at Mayors Against Illegal Guns 

National Summit in Washington, D.C.
United States, launched the Mayors 
Against Illegal Guns. The initial 
group of mayors met in New York 
City at Gracie Mansion to discuss 
strategies for stopping the flow of 
illegal guns into America’s cities and 
pledged their support to a statement 
of principles.   The organization 
now has over 300 members.
   Over the last two years coalition 
members have held constructive 
local and regional meetings in 
Atlanta, Baltimore, Chicago, 
Cincinnati, Philadelphia and 
Jacksonville to discuss effective 
strategies for combating illegal 
guns. The coalition has worked 
year round to share state and local 
initiatives, share best practices, 
increase membership, and create 
new partnerships. The mayors 
have also supported a federal 

agenda to keep guns out of the 
hands of criminals and support law 
enforcement in this effort. 
   “In the past month alone our 
Police Department has confiscated 
several illegal guns,” said Mayor 
Young.  “Along with the dedicated 
work of our entire force, the 
community tips line has been a 
real catalyst in targeting those who 
choose to possess these guns.  From 
this summit, I hope to bring back 
several more best practices that will 
increase the effectiveness of our 
efforts to rid our communities of 
such fire arms for good.”

More information on the coalition 
can be found at 

www.mayorsagainstillegalguns.
org. 

YONKERS, NY -- In 1957, when 
Yonkers Historical Society’s 
volunteers removed the plaster 
surrounding the brick fireplace in 
the Sherwood House kitchen, the 
fireplace was found to have been 
built within the opening of an earlier 
and much larger stone fireplace.  
Our pre-Revolutionary tenant 
farmhouse had a beautiful stone 
hearth!  The decision was made 
to demolish the “new fireplace,” 
and restore this much older stone 
fireplace as one of the showpieces 
of Sherwood House.  

Home is Where the Hearth Is… 
   Walking into our wonderful 
restored kitchen, all eyes are drawn 
to this beautiful example of colonial 
ingenuity; it is quite easy to imagine 
the aroma of freshly baked bread or 
a bubbling colonial stew cooking.
   This year marks the 50th 
anniversary of the original sharing 
of this historic milestone with the 
people of Yonkers. The Yonkers 
Historical Society is marking this 
anniversary with “Home is Where 
the Hearth Is…” a grand re-opening 
and ribbon cutting ceremony at 
Historic Sherwood House on 

Thursday, May 1st at 3 p.m.
   Sherwood House, located at 340 
Tuckahoe Road in Yonkers by 
the entrance to the Sprain Brook 
Parkway, is one of the very few 
restored pre-Revolutionary tenant 
farmhouse in the New York area.  
It was built circa 1740, and was the 
home of the first physician serving 
the Westchester area.

Further information on this event 
is available from the Yonkers 

Historical Society at 
914-961-8940.

SCARSDALE, NY -- The Scarsdale 
Woman’s Club – Garden Section, 
will conduct a spectacular spring 
celebration and presentation of 
roses, by power point and lecture 
conducted at the Club House, by 
Peggy Rockefeller Rose Garden 
curator Peter Kukielski on 
Wednesday, May 7th, 2008, at 2:00 
pm. The “celebration of roses” will 
be followed by high tea.
   Peter Kukielski is the curator of 
the Peggy Rockefeller Rose Garden 
and Rose Collections at the New 
York Botanical Garden. Peter has 
just finished a collaborative group 
effort of a major renovation project 
of the Rose Garden and is planning 
new expansions for the collections. 
The Rose Garden renovation was 

Spectacular Spring Celebration

recently featured in “The New 
York Times” on June 22nd, 2007.  
Peter came to New York in June 
of 2006 from Atlanta, Georgia, 
where for ten years he owned and 
operated his rose garden business 
called “The Rose Petaler, Inc.”  
His design work has been featured 

in many regional and national 
gardening publications such as 
“Atlanta Homes & Lifestyles” and 
“Better Homes and Gardens.” 
Peter was a featured designer at 
several of the Atlanta decorator 
showhouse homes and has lectured 
across the south on roses and their 
care and, in particular, the use of 
roses in containers with companion 
plantings.  His passions include the 
outdoors, music in which he has 
served as a musical director for over 
twenty years, is a multiple Grammy 
Award winner and sang as a member 
of the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra 
Chorus for the past eleven years.   
   Reservations: calling Jane 
Barnstead at 914-472-4435 by 
Monday, May 5, 2008. 

Yorktown and the Nanuet Mall in 
Nanuet are covered under the new 
agreement.  
   “Bringing the wages for cleaners 
at Simon malls into line with 
office building cleaners will enable 
hundreds of workers to climb out 
of poverty,” said Shirley Aldebol, 
Local 32BJ Hudson Valley Director.  
“All workers deserve the wages 
needed to support themselves and 
families.”   
   Simon Property Group is the 
largest publicly traded real estate 
company in the United States 
with over $3 billion in annual 
revenues and ownership interest in 
380 properties around the world.  

Mall Cleaners Get Raises
From Page 1

Control Service Group, a private 
New Jersey-based company which 
provides cleaning and maintenance 
services to commercial and retail 
properties across the country, is a 
$300 million company that employs 
more than 8,000 people.  
   Under the terms of the new 
contract, cleaners at Simon Malls 
in the Hudson Valley will begin 
earning $11.00 an hour on May 1, 
2008.  For some of the workers, 
who are earning the New York 
minimum wage, the May 1 raise 
will be as much as $3.85 an hour. 
Fully employer paid family health 
care for full-time workers and a 
health benefit which includes life 

insurance, a prescription drug 
benefit and dental and optical 
insurance for part-time workers will 
go into effect on October 1, 2008.
   “Until a solution is found for our 
national health care crisis, employer 
paid health care coverage is the 
only option for low wage workers,” 
said Héctor Figueroa, Local 32BJ 
Secretary-Treasurer. “Workers, their 
families and communities across 
the East Coast will benefit from this 
responsible way to cope with our 
national health care crisis.”   
   The agreement with Control 
Service Group phases in on 
May 1 at most of the 17 Simon-
owned malls in New York, New 

Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland 
and Virginia, including Pentagon 
City Fashion Centre in Arlington, 
Virginia and Newport Centre Mall 
in Jersey City, New Jersey.  Wage 
provisions for mall cleaners on 
Long Island will begin on July 1, 
2008.
   With more than 100,000 members 
in six states and Washington, DC, 
including 4,500 in the Hudson 
Valley, Local 32BJ is the largest 
property services union in the 
country.

MT. VERNON,NY--Mayor Clinton 
I. Young, Jr. wants to inform all 
building owners and management 
agencies of multiple residential 
buildings (Three (3) families of 
more) regarding the 2008 New York 
State Fire Code section 907.3.2.1.2 
entitled, “Smoke Detectors shall be 
installed in all bedrooms.”  Annual 
inspection of multiple residential 
buildings by the Mount Vernon Fire 
Department has begun, and will 
continue until all multiple resident 
buildings are checked. 
   “The consequences of not having 
a working smoke detector are 
dire,” said Mayor Young.  “No one 
wants to lose their home, or their 

Checking and Installing
Smoke Detectors

life.  Please make sure that all the 
detectors in your home or business 
are working.  If you have an old 
detector, please replace it.  If you 
don’t have a smoke detector in your 
home, I urge you to get one now.” 
   The Fire Prevention Bureau sent 
out letters in February 2008 about 
the Fire Code changes, however 
some contact information has 
changed for a few owners.  Please 
contact the Fire Prevention Bureau 
at (914) 665-2611 to update your 
information.  Also, if you have 
installed smoke detectors in your 
property you may contact fire 
prevention at (914) 665-2611 for an 
inspection.

https://192.168.170.211/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.mayorsagainstillegalguns.org
https://192.168.170.211/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.mayorsagainstillegalguns.org
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In Memoriam

In Memoriam Notice 
  Westchester Times Tribune publishes paid obituaries (In Memoriam) of people who have lived, worked, or have family in Westchester County. 

All notices must be received by Friday, by 12:00 Noon, for inclusion in the next week’s edition. Place a paid notice by directing email to 
WTTeditor@gmail.com.

Roger Witherspoon is the automotive 
columnist to the Dallas Examiner, 
Westchester Times Tribune, and  

Yonkers Tribune, amongst others.

Don Clark of Yonkers died on 
Thursday, April 10, 2008, at age 
92. Born on September 25, 1915 
to Frank and Sarah (McGuire) in 
Tompkins Grove, N.Y., he attended 
local schools. Mr. Clark was a 
barkeeper for St. Andrew’s Country 
Club in Hastings for over 40 years, 
then at the Amackassin Club in 
Yonkers for ten years, retiring in 
1995. On August 28, 1937, he 
married Charlotte Magner in St. 
Joseph’s Church, she died in 1991. 
Don is survived by two daughters, 
Donna Ozark of Colorado and 
Dorothy Mahoney of Ft. Worth, 
TX., ten grandchildren, nine great 
grandchildren and his sister-in-law, 
Mae Clark. In addition to his wife, 
he was pre-deceased by his daughter, 

Charlotte Troy, who died in 2000, 
four brothers, Jim, Frank, Thomas 
and Gerald Clark and four sisters, 
Ella Ferguson, Sarah Ryan, Florence 
Klein and Dorothy Sworden. 
Visiting Hours were held at Whalen 
& Ball Funeral Home on Monday, 
April 14. Mass of Christian Burial 
in Sacred Heart Church on Tuesday 
April 15. Interment at St. Joseph 
Cemetery. Because of his love for 
his grandson Scott, donations may 
be made to the Alliance for Prader 
-Willie, P.O. Box 1114, Niagara 
Falls, N.Y. 14304. Whalen & Ball 
Funeral Home, 168 Park Avenue, 
Yonkers,  NY 10703,  (914) 965-
5488, www.whalenandballfh.com.

James Anthony Kosar, 3 years 

old, passed away at Montefiore 
Children’s Hospital on April 13, 
2008 after a courageous battle with 
a brain tumor. He was born on June 
10, 2004, to Kenneth and Teresa 
Bentivenga Kosar. Besides his 
parents, James is survived by his 
adored sister Gabriella of Yonkers, 
his cherished Grandparents Vincent 
and Kathy (Pither) Kosar of Yonkers, 
and Henry and Gloria (Anton) 
Bentivenga of Yonkers, his beloved 
Great Grandparents Rose Kosar 
and Mary Anton. Also surviving are 
his adored aunts, Angela and Lisa 
Bentivenga and Gina Kosar and 
his adored uncles, Ernie and Kevin 
Kosar and John Miller, his beloved 
cousins Lorenzo and Anthony 
Kosar. The family received friends 

on Thursday and Friday, April 
17 and 18, at the Whalen & Ball 
Funeral Home. Services were held 
on Saturday, April 19, 2008 at the 
Funeral Home. Committal service 
at Ferncliff Chapel in Hartsdale. In 
Lieu of flowers, donations can be 
made in James memory to either 
of the following: Children’s Brain 
Tumor Foundation WWW.cbtf.org, 
Children’s Hospital at Montefiore, 
Audrey’s Umbrella, or Blythedale 
Hospital. Whalen & Ball Funeral 
Home, 168 Park Avenue, Yonkers,  
NY 10703,  (914) 965-5488, www.
whalenandballfh.com.

Dorothy MacPhail, 98, a life 
long Yonkers resident passed 
away on Monday April 14, 2008, 

at Hackensack Medical Center. 
She was born on September 12, 
1909 in Yonkers to Richard and 
Emma Beers Duffy. She was raised 
and educated locally in Yonkers. 
Dorothy married her loving husband 
Simpson MacPhail on Sept. 14, 
1946 at Christ the King Church in 
Yonkers. He predeceased her in 
1988. She worked as a bookkeeper 
for the Visiting Nurse Service in 
Yonkers. She was a member of 
the Rosary Altar Society at Sacred 
Heart Church. Dorothy is survived 
by her loving daughter Dorothy 
( Mauro) Checchi of Hasbrouck 
Heights, NJ. her cherished grandson 
Joseph of Hasbrouck Heights, NJ, 
her nieces and nephews Richard 
Crean, John Crean, Susan McElroy, 

Donald MacPhail, and Gary 
MacPhail. She is predeceased by 
her sister Ruth Crean. A mass of 
Christian Burial was celebrated for 
Dorothy on Wednesday, April 16, 
at Sacred Heart Church in Yonkers, 
followed by Interment at Mt. Hope 
Cemetery, Hasting-on-Hudson, 
NY. The family received friends on 
Tuesday, April 15, at Whalen & Ball 
Funeral Home. In Lieu of flowers, 
donations can be sent in Dorothy’s 
memory to Dorothy Checchi, 481 
A Boulevard, Hasbrouck Heights, 
NJ 07604 to be used for special 
needs for the Hackensack Hospice 
Inpatient Unit. Whalen & Ball 
Funeral Home, 168 Park Avenue, 
Yonkers,  NY 10703,  (914) 965-
5488, www.whalenandballfh.com.

NEW YORK, NY -- Westchester 
County District Attorney Janet 
DiFiore received the 2008 Charles 
A. Rapallo Award from the 
Columbian Lawyers Association 
of the First Judicial Department of 
New York State Saturday, April 19, 
2008.  
   This is the forty third time the 
award was conferred and the first to 
a female District Attorney in New 
York State. 
   The award was presented to the 
District Attorney by New York State 
Attorney General Andrew Cuomo, 
at a Noon luncheon ceremony, in 
the Grand Ballroom of the Waldorf-
Astoria Hotel in New York City.  
   This event and award are named in 
honor of the first Italian American 
jurist to be appointed to the New 
York State Court of Appeals, the 
Honorable Charles A. Rapallo. 
Judge Rapallo sat on the New York 
State Court of Appeals, the state’s 
highest court, from 1870 to 1887. 
   The award is presented to an 
outstanding jurist, attorney, public 
servant or distinguished citizen.  
   “I am truly honored to have been 
chosen as this year’s recipient of 
the Charles A. Rapallo Award,” 
said District Attorney Janet 

District Attorney Janet DiFiore 
Receives 43rd Annual  

Charles A. Rapallo Award
DiFiore. “What Judge 
Rapallo embodied as an 
Appellate Court Justice, 
along with the extremely 
distinguished list of 
previous award recipients, 
is a very special affirmation 
of what a career in law can 
bring to an individual. In 
any profession, receiving 
recognition from one’s 
peers always holds a 
particular distinction, and 
when coupled with one’s 
heritage, by being named 
this year’s Columbian 
Lawyers Association 
standard bearer as an 
Italian American jurist, is 
sincerely gratifying.”  
   Past recipients of the 
Charles A. Rapallo award 
include: United States 
Supreme Court Associate 
Justices Antonin Scalia and Samuel 
Alito, United States Second 
Circuit Court of Appeals Justice 
Guido Calabresi, Governors Mario 
Cuomo and George Pataki, Mayor 
Rudolph Giuliani, New York State 
Appellate Division Justices Anita 
Florio, Eugene Nardelli and Angela 
Mazzarelli and New York State 

Supreme Court Justices Anthony J. 
Cutrona and Francis A. Nicolai. 
   Founded in 1955, the Columbian 
Lawyers Association of New York 
State’s First Judicial Department, 
has among its member’s prominent 
judges, practicing attorneys and 
law students of Italian American 
descent. 

THE BRONX, NY and NEW 
ROCHELLE, NY -- Smart, Savvy, 
Strategic, those are the words to 
describe how Monroe College is 
syncing up their strategic planning 
with a new athletic logo to represent 
their exceptional sports program. 
The new athletic branding for the 
Monroe Mustangs was created 
by Monroe College and their 
communications partner Harquin 
Creative Group.
   The Monroe Mustangs logo with 
school colors blue and yellow, 
emblazoned with the orange spikes 
around the mascot’s head creates 
a distinctive look. The Monroe 
Mustang shows a determined 
look, symbolizing the energy and 
aggressiveness fans come to know 
from the Monroe games.
   College athletic teams help to 
strengthen the Monroe community 
and promote collegiality. Students, 
faculty, family, and friends turn out 
at games led by President Stephen 
Jerome and appreciate the student/
athletes’ commitment to excellence 
and success. The athletic program 
that started with one team in 1989; 
now has 12 athletic teams, all 
members of the NJCAA: men’s 
and women’s basketball, soccer, 
volleyball, softball, baseball and 
men’s and women’s cross country, 
and indoor and outdoor track and 
field. 
   Also, a number of Monroe 
athletes have also been designated 
as Academic All-Americans. This 

Monroe College Athletic 
Branding Success

year the Lady Mustangs basketball 
team won their second NJCAA 
Division III title in the last three 
years. Monroe’s athletes have 
gone on to play for Division 1 
colleges in the United States and in 
professional leagues in the United 
States and abroad. “The athletic 
logo increases brand recognition 
for the program,” says Harquin’s 
Sherry Bruck.  We’ve designed a 
logo and given them the system to 
market it.”
   Monroe College’s Craig Patrick 
says, “Harquin successfully 
extended the branding strategy that 
they developed for our Advertising 

and Collateral materials into our 
highly visible Athletic department. 
We have subsequently used the 
Athletic branding on our bookstore 
merchandise that has seen a 
significant increase in sales since 
the new mascot and athletic logos 
were introduced.  Students can be 
seen proudly wearing their new 
apparel around campus for the first 
time in years.” 
   The new athletic branding also 
serves by increasing the prestige 
of the school. The athletic program 
attracts students to the school by 
inspiring school loyalty and giving 
Monroe students the chance to feel 
proud of the college and be a part 
of the college experience.  Monroe 
has taken a great step building 
their athletic program, making it 
excellent and given its fan base a 
recognizable symbol to attach with 
the athletic programs.
Monroe College is a private, co-
educational, nonsectarian institution 
founded in 1933. Monroe College 
started as a non-degree vocational 
school, transitioning to a junior 
college and has been offering four- 
year college study since 1997.   

For more information, visit  www.
monroecollege.edu Website.

Harquin Group is a full-service 
marketing communications 

company. For more information, 
visit www.harquin.com

   The sun was high and the road was 
dry on a stretch of New England 
interstate winding through a 
deserted portion of the Connecticut 
countryside that I only visit when I 
want to drive fast.
   Usually, that means flooring the 
accelerator in a vehicle known 
for performance, manually racing 
through gears on an empty stretch 
running straight for more than a 
mile through marshlands inhabited 
only by wildlife and then arcing in 
a wide, banked curve and entering a 
forest. Then it is time to slow down 
before evidence of civilization 
– mainly other motoring traffic and 
State Police – again take over the 
highway.
   This trip was different.  The car 
being tested was a compact – a size 
usually associated with commuting 
and college kids – and it was made 
by Volkswagen rather than Audi or 
Porsche. It was the VW R-32, a light, 
sleek, two door hatchback which 
could squeeze two reasonably sized 
adults in the front and a couple of 
teenagers in the back seats.
   But this car was not designed for 
commuting, though it can easily 
weave in and out of the morning 
rush hour, or zip along the highway 
without fear of being run over. The 
R32 is an evolution of the VW 
Rabbit, yet this model is designed 
to run, the faster the better. In this 
country, it is electronically limited 
to 130 miles an hour – a far cry 
from the lumbering VW Bug of 
my college days. The styling of the 
R-32 is straight out of Racing 101, 
with slight lines suggesting curves 
and aerodynamic pathways, and a 
seat that is as low to the ground as 
you might find in a Porsche.
   Under the hood, the guys with 
the Rabbit’s crayons packed a 
250 horsepower V-6 engine – an 
engine usually found in the better 
known, Audi TT, which is actually 
300 pounds lighter. They added all 
wheel drive and electronic stability 
control to the R32 so it would 
handle surely at the higher speeds. 
And then, for fun, they added a 

Shifting Gears:  
Running with the Rabbit

By Roger Witherspoon

paddle shift for the electronic mode 
of the VW’s six-speed, automatic 
transmission.
   I stopped at the top of a small 
rise, and let the engine purr through 
the twin exhausts, then tapped the 
paddle shift, floored the accelerator, 
and the R32 jumped forward. It is 
a second slower than the Audi TT 
– moving from zero to 60 miles 
per hour in 6.5 seconds – but that 
close to the ground, one is still 
pushed back into the padded, 
leather bucket seat as you tap the 
paddles quickly to sixth gear en 
route to 120 and holding. When 
the curve approached, I tapped the 
down paddle and dropped to fifth 
gear, entering the turn at 110 and 
counting on the electronic stability 
control program and the 18-inch 
aluminum alloy wheels to hold the 
thin racing tires firmly to the road. 
The R-32 did not wiggle even a little 
as it rounded the turn and I shifted 
upwards back into sixth gear as 
the turn receded into the rear view 
mirror and it was soon time to slow 
down to the posted limit.
   In addition to performance, the 
R32 is a comfortable, every-day 
commuting car, though one might 
expect to get more than 18 miles per 
gallon of gasoline from a compact 
– even a fast one. 
   The test vehicle had a DVD-
based navigation system which 
was easy to use, as well as an iPod 
slot, and a single-disc CD player 
with the music emanating from  a 
10-speaker, surround sound system 
which is lush in such a small space. 
An alternate, available configuration 
is a six-disc CD player and MP3 
connection, without the navigation 
system.
   The three-spoke steering wheel 
tilts and telescopes, and the front 
set of leather seats can be heated. 
While the 3 hatchback is primarily 
intended to have adults in the front, 
the rear seats do fold flat to enlarge 
the trunk area, providing enough 
space for luggage for a week-long 
getaway.
   If one is looking for a reasonably 

priced compact car with more than 
a few gadgets to hop in and out of 
traffic, park in small spaces and, 
when the opportunity arises, run with 
the big dogs on the open road, then 
the R32 is not a bad place to start.  
 
2008 R32 

MSRP:  $35,430

EPA Mileage: 18 MPG City; 23 
MPG Highway
 
Performance / Safety: 
0 – 60 MPH: 6.5 Seconds; 
Top Speed: 130 MPH 

3.2 Liter, aluminum alloy, DOHC V6 
engine producing 250 horsepower 
and 236 pound-feet of torque; all 
wheel drive; 6-speed automatic 
transmission with electronic manual 
mode and  paddle shift; electronic 
brake distribution; 18-inch alloy, 
20-spoke wheels;  electronic 
stability program; independent front 
& rear suspension; driver & front 
passenger front & side airbag; side 
curtain airbag; bi-xenon headlights. 

Interior / Comfort: 
AM/ FM radio; CD player & 
iPod connection with 10-speaker 
surround sound system; DVD 
navigation system; leather seats; 
heated front seats; 3-spoke, leather, 
tilt & telescoping steering wheel 
with fingertip audio and cruise 
controls; folding 60/40 rear seats.
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Conceptual rendering of the Riverwalk at River Park Center.

A n  I m p o r t a n t  M e s s a g e  t o  t h e  R e s i d e n t s  o f  Y o n k e r s

      or more than 50 years 
Downtown Yonkers has been 

waiting for redevelopment. Now 
the opportunity is finally here.

On Tuesday, April 29 at 6:30 p.m.
the Yonkers City Council will 
hold a public hearing for SFC’s 
redevelopment plans for down-
town Yonkers. This $1.6 billion 
project will serve as the catalyst
for revitalization throughout 
the downtown core of the city.

It is very important that the 
City Council members know 
that there is strong community 
support for the plan. Please 
attend this important meeting 
and let the Council members 

know you are in favor of the 
project. This is your opportunity
to be heard.

The future of downtown Yon-
kers is now. Working together, 
the 50-year wait for revitaliza-
tion will finally be over.

Please review the many project 
benefits shown here. For more 
information, visit our website:
www.sfcyonkers.com.

F Project Benefits

   …and much more.

Voice Your Support for this Major Downtown Revitalization Project!

Attend the Public Hearing on Tuesday, April 29, 6:30 p.m.
Yonkers City Council Chambers, Yonkers City Hall

D .

http://SFCYonkers.com

