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YONKERS, NY -- Yonkers Tribune, 
with the help of acid-tongued 
bloggers, has been able to connect 
the dots regarding 
pertinent, not well 
known aspects 
regarding economic 
development plans 
specific to SFC 
Yonkers’ $3.1 billion 
Phase 1 Project, the 
mission statement of 
the New Main Street 
Land Development 
Project, and the 
use of Eminent  
Domain Law.
   Development plans for downtown 
Yonkers have been proposed, 
scuttled, morphed, and realized to 
some extent. The jewel to rejuvenate 
the Yonkers economy has for years 
initially centered about Chicken 
Island, from the most simplistic of 
plans for a minor league baseball 
stadium, to those that today 
eclipse those embryonic stages of 
development. Since those early days 
various renderings have been drawn; 
each evolution garnering detractors 
and proponents alike, bringing us 
to the present, where allegiances 

Economic Development 
Projects Deflect 
Public Attention 
from Real Issues 

By Hezi Aris

and agendas have been drawn, 
for one reason or another. In the 
background, spokespeople for SFC 

Yonkers have been 
conducting an audio 
visual, question and 
answer, “dog and 
pony show” that has 
devolved from being 
most informative at 
its very beginning 
and arriving at a 
more contentious 
demeanor and 
less informative 
portrayal today, all 
the while exhausting 

the populace in the process. Yonkers 
was soon to be admonished to move 
more quickly on the projected 
development, specifically with 
regard to the TIF (Tax Incremental 
Financing) aspect and to ascribe 
to the aesthetics daylighting the 
Nepperhan River would create 
in drawing people to Yonkers as 
a destination point. Despite the 
salient issues before Yonkers 
residents, City Hall would deflect 
Yonkersites’ attention as if the 

   Planning the trek into Putnam 
County conjured anticipation and 
trepidation. The rationale behind 
a possible expedition grew after 
an initial sighting. No, it wasn’t in 
Putnam County then; it was sighted 
along the Taconic State Parkway. 
Interestingly enough, it was always 
sighted heading toward northerly 
climes. But why? And where to? In 
time the intrepid demeanor within 
the cadre of acid-tongued bloggers 
who were witness to numerous 
encounters with the emblazoned 
white behemoth, stirred a need; to 
know more. 
   While the seed of interest was 
piqued on the Taconic, it would 
intime lead to spotting the intrepid 
traveler parked on Horton Drive 
on Saturday, February 16, 2008, at 
about 12:00 Noon. Our collective 
hearts quickened at spotting it again 
last Saturday afternoon, on May 3, 
2008. To confirm the “chatter,” the 
editor inaugurated an adventure 
northward during the dinner hour of 
Saturday May 10, 2008. Would the 
effort be fruitful or fruitless. With 
the cost of gasoline prices rising 
almost daily, it was propitious to 
undertake the investigation now. 
We might not be able to afford a 
similar excursion after Memorial 
Day. Shifting the transmission 
into gear, the adventure would get 
underway and unfold.

Yonkers’ Vehicle Used Daily Discovered 
at Employee’s Putnam County Home 

By Hezi Aris

   Thirty-five miles later, engrossed 
in finding Horton Drive, my co-
pilot spotted vehicle number 
952 before the sign designating 
Horton Drive was realized. Wheels 
screeched, and a legal u-turn was 
accomplished down the road using 
a round-about. Approaching the 
vehicle conjured a sense trepidation 
- a possible confrontation; being 
personally challenged, despite 
being on a public road; or having to 
contend with local law enforcement 
officials, despite doing nothing 
illegal or untoward. That momentary 
hallucination of concern evaporated 
as I would snap image after image 
into the memory card of my trusty 
Olympus. 
   Exhilarated by the finding, we 
departed the scene. In so doing 
questions came to light. Why 
is vehicle number 952 used in 
traveling a daily commute of 70 
miles? Based upon a five-day week, 
the distance traveled is 350 miles a 
week; approximately 18,000 miles 
a year and costing the Yonkers 
taxpayer $5,000 in yearly gasoline 
cost. Besides the gasoline costs, the 
commuting habit is accelerating the 
depreciation of the vehicle’s value 
by the increased mileage accrued 
yearly. 
   The public is certain to know of 
similar circumstances. How may 

see Yonkers Vehicle Pg. 8

PELHAM MANOR, NY --  
Fairway Market, the full-service 
supermarket renowned for its fresh 
produce and prepared foods and 
groceries, is coming to Pelham 
Manor, New York. Owners of the 
popular gourmet grocery store have 
signed a lease for 75,000 square 
feet at Post Road Plaza in Pelham 
Manor, in a transaction negotiated 
by Levin Management Corporation, 
the property’s exclusive leasing and see Anticipated Pg. 6

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- At 
the forum sponsored by the City 
of New Rochelle’s Parks and 
Recreation Department, Gary Sorge, 
Senior Principal of the Stantec 
Consulting firm, gave a power 
point presentation showing how the 
20 acres of City Park are presently 
used.  The proposed project will 
detail the areas of the park and 
scope of work needed.  Sorge, 
on May 13, 2008, at the Hugh H. 
Doyle Center said the goal was to 
come up with a schematic plan of 
the major project tasks by the Fall 
of 2008.  Factors to be considered 
included the lighting needed, the 
repair of surfaces, and flood control, 
especially for Skidelsky Field, 
which has experienced a lot of flood 
damage.  Artificial turf would be 
used in the plan.  When presented 
with a question, Sorge admitted 
the EPA (U.S. Environmental 

Anticipated  
Improvements for New 

Rochelle’s City Park
By Peggy Godfrey

Protection Agency) was looking 
into the safety of using artificial 
turf.  The city has received federal 
money (FEMA) of $1.5 million 
and state money (SEMO) of $0.5 
million, for a total of $2 million, 
which will be used for Skidelsky 
Field.  
   The audience of about 50 residents 
asked questions about the possible 
uses of the field for hockey, soccer, 
and other recreational sports.  
Sorge commented that “something 
has to give in the plan.”  Bill 
Zimmermann, The Commissioner 
of Parks and Recreation, said the 
County Pump-out Station would 
not be moved.  City owned land 
was identified from Barnard School 
to the housing project.  Overall 
the park has about 20 acres, but 
some of the topography may need 
mitigation.  

see New Rochelle BID Pg.6

NEW YORK, NY -- The 
Preservation League of New York 
State selected the New Rochelle 
Business Improvement District 
Model Development Block to 
receive its prestigious Excellence 
in Historic Preservation Award. 
This statewide awards program 

New Rochelle BID Model 
Development Block Honored 

L to R: Gerry Sanchez, President, Polonia Preservation Company; 
Caroline B. Mason, Chairman, Preservation League of NY; Susan Doban, 
President, Susan Doban Architect, PC; Ralph DiBart, Executive Director, 
New Rochelle BID; James O’Toole, Board Member, New Rochelle BID; 

Robert Kaessinger, Owner, 541 Main Street, The Curtain Shop. 
Photo courtesy of Barbara Davis. 

recognizes individuals and 
organizations for demonstrating 
an outstanding commitment to the 
preservation of New York State’s 
irreplaceable architectural heritage.
   “This five-building project, 
conceived as a model to illustrate 

Fairway Market to Open 
in Pelham Manor

Post Road Plaza Features 268,000-Square-
Foot Full-Service Supermarket 

managing agent. Harry Malakoff 
represented the tenant. 
    “We researched a number of 
potential sites before choosing Post 
Road Plaza,” said Howie Glickberg, 
one of Fairway Market’s owners 
and grandson of the founder. “This 
center has a superb location with 
outstanding accessibility and has 
long been a destination for millions 
of sophisticated shoppers in the 

RYE, NY -- La Panetiere is the 
backdrop for New York Times 
bestselling writer Andrew Gross, 
author of the newly 
released The Dark 
Tide, as he unveils his 
new book for guests 
of the restaurant 
on Tuesday, June 
17, 2008. He will 
discuss the book, 
offer autographed 
copies for purchase 
and enjoy an elegant 
lunch with fans of 
his writing.
   Mr. Gross offers an 
explosive beginning 
to his new book, The 
Dark Tide, literally - ,“An explosion 
rocks New York’s Grand Central 
Station and sends shockwaves 
through the lives of every resident 
of Greenwich, Connecticut, one 
of the city’s wealthiest commuter 
suburbs.  Countless lives are lost 
as bombs rip through the first few 
cars of the morning express into 
Manhattan.  One of the people 
lost that day is Charles Friedman, 
a successful energy futures trader 
whose portfolio hides a mountain 
of secrets.   As his wife, Karen 

   Anyone in the work world spends 
time under florescent lighting.  
While its tilt to the blue end of the 
spectrum may not be the best for 
people, it works great for some 
kinds of plants.   This works out 
well because it’s 
good to have plants 
on your desk and 
around the office for 
another reason.  They 
help purify the air we 
breathe.   They do this 
by taking in carbon 
dioxide, releasing 
oxygen, filtering out 
impurities, and adding 
moisture.  These are 
all good things for 
humans. It allows us 
to breathe more comfortably and 
to stay healthier, especially during 
the dry and drab months of winter.  
Plants do the same for us in our 
homes.  Many people will set house 
plants outside in a shady area in the 
summer but office plants tend to 
stay put all year round.
   Now is a good time to take a look at 
the plants in both locations and see 
if the pots need to be changed, if the 
drainage is adequate or if  pruning 
and fertilizing is needed.  While 
healthy vibrant plants add a lot of 
spark to a room, puny, scraggly 

   There is a transformation taking 
place throughout Westchester’s 
business, cultural and recreational 
worlds.
   It is the realization that having 
a large and rapidly expanding 
older adult population is creating 
opportunities to enrich lives for 
people with many years of good 
health ahead of them.  Additionally, 
better ways are being found to help 
sandwich generation individuals 
meet the twin demands of caring for 
children and elderly parents. Hence 
the following benefits:
ONE:  there are many organizations 
in place that are effectively meeting 
the housing, health care, dining, 
recreational, cultural, intellectual 
and social needs of the more than 
100,000 Westchester residents over 
the age of 65.
TWO:  this ever-growing population 
of older adults helps stimulate local 
economic growth as consumers, 
employees and participants in 
community activities.  Additionally, 
the organizations that serve the 

NY Times Bestselling 
Author Andrew Gross at 
La Panetiere Restaurant

Luncheon, Talk  and Book Signing
Friedman tries to put her life back 
together after the loss of Charles, 
she is suddenly confronted with 

dangerous secrets 
from her dead 
husband’s past.  She 
and Charles had it 
all: two wonderful 
kids, a beautiful 
Colonial house, a 
ski home in Vermont, 
a lovely yacht, 
luxurious vacations 
– a seemingly perfect 
life.  But months 
after the attack, 
two men show up at 
Karen’s home asking 
serious questions 

about Charles’ business dealings.  
Karen’s world—one just returning 
to normal for her and her kids—is 
once more turned upside down.”
   A Westchester local, Mr. Gross sets 
his book’s characters close to home.  
In his newest, The Dark Tide, his 
main character lives in Greenwich, 
CT, a town close in proximity to 
Westchester.  In his first solo novel 
last year, The Blue Zone, the main 
character was a Larchmont native.  

The Merry Gardener
Some Plants Never See the Light of Day: 

House Plants and Office Plants

By Marilyn Elie

plants speak to a lack of attention to 
detail.  Lots of people garden these 
days and having someone walk into 
your workplace or living room only 
to be greeted by a droopy, dried out 
peace lily does not make a good 

impression. Plants 
are living beings and 
deserve adequate 
care. Choosing 
the right plant 
that matches your 
attention level makes 
this easier.
   Peace lilies, 
( S p a t h i p h y l l u m 
wallisii), come in 
many shapes and 
colors from red 
or purple to the 

traditional white.  The leaves can 
vary in shape and color as well.  
While the newer varieties are 
lovely, the narrow leafed white 
flowered standby can’t be beat for 
ease of care.  This plant needs water 
and will wilt drastically if it dries 
out.  It does have an amazing ability 
to make a comeback but repeated 
droughts stress the plant and keep 
it from developing beautifully.  
Water it copiously once a week 
and make sure someone at work is 
responsible for the same task.  To 

Older Adults 
Contribute to 
Westchester’s  

Economic  
Vibrancy

By John Muzio
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Letters To The Editor

From Page 1

NEW ROCHELLE, NY – Listen 
to the On the Level with Hezi Aris 
call-in program on WVOX-1460 
AM radio this and every Tuesday. 
The show is heard live by way of 
streaming audio technology on your 
computer, from 10:00 am through 
11:00 am. 
   For those who can’t get enough 
radio, consider listening to Hezi 
Aris every Thursday, at 8:30 am, 
as he discusses events impacting 
Westchester politics with Bob 
Marrone, host of Good Morning, 
Westchester. Join Bob Marrone 
every day from 6:00 am through 
9:00 am during your daily commute 
from Monday through Friday.
   The call-in talk show format 
invites your perspective; share your 
thoughts. Call us at 914-636-0110. 
Those who call are asked to please 
stay on topic.

Legal Notices
Legal notices for publication in the  Westchester Times Tribune are accepted  for publication no later than Thursday for the following week’s edition.

WTTLegal@gmail.com

WWW.LAWRENCEHOMECARE .ORG

69 Main Street
Tuckahoe, NY 10707

914 961-2818
914 961-2982 FAX

A Special Way of Caring

L AW R E N C E C O M M U N I T Y H E A LT H S E R V I C E S

Jansen Hospice and Palliative Care

L A W R E N C E C O M M U N I T Y H E A L T H S E R V I C E S

69 Main Street, Tuckahoe, NY 10707 � 914 961-2818 � 914 961-8654 fax
www.jansenhospice.org

Lawrence
Home Care
of W E S T C H E S T E R

Serving
Westchester
County

Thank You to the  
Westchester Times 
Tribune

Dear Editor,
   Over time, it has become a true 
rarity, to find a storyline regarding 
The City of Mount Vernon, that has 
not been mired in mud, either the 
thick, gooey variety that hinders 
progress and makes it a real struggle 
to move forward, or the dried, 
caked up variety leaving stains and 
spoiling the landscape and view of 
a more-than-OK city.
   Thank you to the WTT for 
printing a story reflecting positive 
change, growth, and an overall 
improvement to an important 
hub, the downtown area of Mount 
Vernon. We, in Mount Vernon, 
rarely get to hear or read, feel good 
stories about our city, but this is 
one. Mayor Clinton Young deserves 
kudos for moving forward with a 
campaign promise of revitilization, 
re-invigoration, and rehabilitation of 
an area that had declined so badly in 
the past years. Recognizing the value 
and importance of a presentable, 
functional and modernized Petrillo 
Plaza, where county wide bus traffic 
springs from, an area a half block 
walk from Metro-North East Train 
Station, and a short three block walk 
from City Hall itself, the new mayor 
and County Executive Andy Spano, 
have brought about a $2.4 million 
dollar redevelopment project that is 
in full swing. In his call for “One 

Mount Vernon,” Mayor Young has 
gone straight to the heart and soul 
of a city, the downtown area, to 
begin rebuilding this city, a logical 
and bold tactical approach, right 
from the start.
   We, in Mount Vernon who really 
care about the city we live in, also 
take note of the number of, and the 
proper deployment of, the DPW, 
to stimulate and reap the benefits 
of an important, well run integral 
municipal component. Hartley Park 
is regaining some of it’s lost luster, 
and not only from picking up the 
pieces of an over budgeted, over 
schedule “disaster” called “The 
Circle,” but also from within the 
park itself, a home to both budding 
hoop stars of America AND senior 
citizen bocce players, destined for 
slightly less, athletic achievements.
   Finally, we Mount Vernonites 

can breathe a collective sigh of 
relief. The dark days are over, 
the sun is finally shining again in 
Mount Vernon, and Clinton Young 
and his accumulated new staff are 
bringing about real change, real 
improvement, and real results. 
For those who have waited so long, 
needing so much, The Good News 
has finally arrived in the City of 
Mount Vernon.
   Respectfully submitted,

Gregory Bochow
Mount Vernon, NY 10550

The Urgent Need for a 
New Water Strategy 
 
Dear Editor,
   We forget Southern California is 
really a semi-arid desert--brought 
to life by water supplies from the 
Colorado River, Owens Valley and 
State Water (Feather River) Project to 
supplement our local supplies.  Our 
reliance on this imported water to 
meet the region’s future needs puts 
us at ever greater risk.  Future water 
supply reliability will increasingly 
depend on local self-help measures 
like conservation, reuse, more 
below ground storage of surplus 
supplies, and even desalination. 
   But more important and far more 
urgent is the serious threat we 
face today of real water shortages 
for much of the state because 
of the crisis in the Sacramento/
San Joaquin Delta.  Failure of 
its strained ecosystem and its 
labyrinth of unstable levees 
from flood or earthquake threaten 
to gravely reduce, or even suspend, 
deliveries from the State Water 
Project serving not only southern 
California, but users in the Bay 
area, San Joaquin Valley and 
the Central Coast .  California’s 
entire economy is at risk! 
   How do we address these issues that 
threaten the viability of our quality 
of life and our economy?  First, 
we offer our support for a 
statewide solution for the Delta 
to address the ecosystem and to 

stabilize the water supply.  The 
solution must  include a new 
water conveyance infrastructure, 
funded by those who benefit 
from the system improvement.   
Second, we must move forward on 
Governor Schwarzenegger’s call 
for a statewide 20 percent “across 
the board” water conservation 
effort.  The business community 
can demonstrate its leadership 
in this effort.  Third, in southern 
California, the Metropolitan Water 
District, local water agencies and 
the private water sector, in addition 
to their conservation and reuse 
initiatives, should begin to explore 
strategic efforts to partner, through 
the use of transportation and 
exchange arrangements, in the use 
of the extensive pipeline network 
and underground storage facilities 
throughout southern California 
to maximize the use of local 
water resources.  Other regions 
should consider similar plans. 
   Finally, our state leaders need to 
reach agreement on a comprehensive, 
statewide water infrastructure plan, 
including bond funds for a Delta 
solution and local match “self-
help” water reliability projects. 
   All this will cause our water service 
to cost more in the future, but going 
without a critically needed water 
supply is simply not an option. 
 
Governor George Deukmejian,
Governor Gray Davis,
Governor Pete Wilson

public could be toyed with as 
in a cheap novella. Concerns 
over gentrification, a politically 
incorrect issue, have been deep-
sixed; instead, we were deflected 
to discussing the incendiary issues 
of eminent domain. Lines in the 
imaginary sand would be drawn to 
that end.
    Harking back to pre- Yonkers 
City Council Presidents Chuck 
Lesnick, and Richard Martinelli, to 
the days of Vincenza Restiano, the 
issue of eminent domain came to 
the forefront. From the onset, City 
Hall was alleged to have arrogantly 
told all the store owners along 
New Main Street, those between 
Nepperhan Avenue and Getty 
Square, that they need vacate their 
premises within 90 to 120 days 
or be thrown out under the use of 
Eminent Domain Law.
   Those who remember or may 
have read about Robert Moses, 
New York’s master builder, know 
of his conduct in such projects as 
the Cross Bronx Expressway in 
which he commandeered private 
property for “the public good,” will 
recognize the founding principals 
espoused by the Eminent Domain 
Law, that is, to permit government 

Economic Development Projects Deflect Public Attention from Real Issues

to acquire land for use for the 
public good. Eminent Domain 
Law became an acceptable legal 
argument decided by the Supreme 
Court of the United States in 2005, 
in a 5-4 vote over the Kelo v. City of 
New London  case. More recently, 
in Keystone Coal Co v. Jacksonville 
Port Authority (JaxPort), a case 
whose gist concerned itself over 
whether a government entity may 
seize property from one private 
enterprise and thereafter turn it over 
to another, the circuit court ruling 
found for Keystone Coal Co and 
against JaxPort.
   “Jaxport can take private property 
through eminent domain, but it does 
not have the right to take an owner’s 
bargain or the economic advantage 
away secured by the owner in free 
enterprise,” said Prince Brigham, 
Esq., Keystone’s legal counsel.
   Initially, the baseball park imprint 
was situated within the parameters 
drawn from New Main Street, onto 
Nepperhan Avenue, and School 
Street. The project would require 
the use of eminent domain to force 
the storeowners off of New Main 
Street. Hearing of the storeowners 
plight Restiano suggested the 
baseball imprint recede northward 

behind the stores, mitigating the 
need for the use of eminent domain. 
City Hall would not hear of it.
   Almost a year ago, the SFC 
Yonkers Project, Phase 1, inheritor 
of the initial development project 
did move the imprint of its multi-
story project behind the stores 
situated along the ribbon of New 
Main Street. Part of the SFC 
Yonkers Project evolution was to 
incorporate the daylighting of the 
Nepperhan River. Coincidentally, 
the Nepperham River runs under 
the stores along New Main Street. 
To clear them out of the equation, 
a $34 million daylighting fund, 
initiated in the last months of former 
Senator Nick Spano’s tenure was 
promised. When Andrea Stewart-
Cousins won the election to the 
dismay of Senator Joe Bruno, he 
caused the funding to be halted, but 
not before $10 million had escaped 
his clutches. Those $10 million in 
funds came under the aegis of Jim 
Pinto, who ascribed the funds for 
the purpose of infrastructure.
   The $24 million have yet to be 
coaxed out of Albany’s clutches. 
To that end, the New Main Street 
Land Development Corporation 
(NMSLDC) has been set up. 

Headed by Deputy Mayor Bill 
Regan, Chuck Lesnick, Yonkers 
Councilwoman Patricia McDow, 
Dennis Lynch, Esq., and St. Joseph’s 
Medical Center President Michael 
Spicer.  It is the mission statement 
of NMSLDC to use the $24 million 
to daylight the Nepperhan River. 
NMSLDC will eventually use 
Eminent Domain Law to take the 
store owners’ property for the 
public interest, that is to daylight 
the Nepperhan River.

   In Phase 1, the C.H. Martin store 
is excluded from the threat of 
daylighting, but all the stores east of 
C.H. Martin, yet west of Nepperhan 
Avenue will be taken in order to 
daylight the Nepperhan River.
   What is apparent from the very 
inception of this project, in all its 
permutations, is that City Hall 
economic development “experts” 
had a bare-bone concept of what 
they wanted to develop, that lacked 
the complexity and exactitude of 
forethought and planning.  Do 
they expect the Yonkers City 
Councilmembership to vote for the 
project immediately and “tweak” 
any abnormalities later? Should the 
Yonkers City Council me entrusted 

to vote upon all the complexities 
of this project? Are they up to the 
task? Are they studying the issues 
or towing an agenda replete with 
promises the like of the now being 
investigated Forest City Ratner 
Project at Ridge Hill?
Is there a conflict of interest over 
Lesnick and McDow sitting on the 
NMSLDC? Aren’t they supposed 
to judge whether the SFC Yonkers 
Project is appropriate for Yonkers 
and not simply facilitate the project 
forward without further scrutiny? It 
does seem as though they are for the 
project prior to deciding whether it 
is of benefit to Yonkers.
   One must wonder why it has taken 
City Hall so many years to arrive at 
this final plan, eclipsing the most 
emotional legal issues and meeting 
the needs of the developer and the 
project on one plane. Is City Hall so 
inept, that they bungled their way to 
a solution that eluded them all these 
years or are they manipulative suits 
who do not mind wasting everyone’s 
time to exact vindication upon all 
who do not jump high enough to 
their ill-conceived plans?

   When I watch the televised results 
coming in during election coverage, 
I’m always amazed at the abundance 
of statistics provided to the public 
by pollsters. We don’t merely 
learn how many people voted for 
a given candidate; we learn what 
color they are, their age range, 
their income level and many other 
tidbits of info that serves to fit them 
neatly into categories. What value 
is there in telling the country what 
religious affiliation favored one 
candidate over another? Does this 
help people to make up their minds 
about their own choices? If John 
Q. Lutheran reads that candidate A 
is an Episcopalian; does he decide 
to vote for A’s opponent? If it’s 
revealed that A is a Jew, does it 
cause some voters to pull the lever 
for his Christian opponent? And 
why is it important for us to know if 
most Jews voted against a Christian 
or a Muslim candidate? Does that 
help bring people together in a 
democracy, or does it further divide 
them?
   During this long, drawn-
out Democrat Primary battle, 

Weir Only Human: Is It Information or Trash?
By Bob Weir

one statistic that seems to keep 
reemerging is the number of African-
Americans that are voting for 
Barack Obama. One commentator 
said, “With 92% of blacks voting for 
Obama, does that indicate a racial 
bias?” Surely that was a rhetorical 
question. Of course it shows racial 
bias, but how can any reasonable 
white person blame blacks for their 
one-sided preference? Perhaps a 
bit of history is required here. For 
the first one hundred years of this 
great Republic, blacks didn’t even 
have basic human rights, let alone 
the right to vote. Then, during the 
mid- 20th century, when civil rights 
legislation began getting passed, 
blacks were finally allowed to 
register to vote. Yet, in many areas 
of the country, they were risking 
their lives by exercising that option. 
After several more years of struggle, 
they could cast their ballots, but only 
for white candidates, since blacks 
didn’t dare run for elective office. 
Moreover, when it came to voting 
for the president, the only choice 
they had was between a white guy 
and another white guy. 

   Now that they have the first black 
candidate with a serious chance to 
win the White House, how, in all 
fairness, can they be criticized for 
turning out in large numbers for 
him? At the risk of being redundant, 
let me reiterate; in the past, blacks 
have a 100% record of voting for 
whites to be Chief Executive. If a 
white person lived his entire life 
in a country dominated by blacks 
and never had the chance to vote 
for a white president, what would 
he do when the first serious white 
candidate emerged? Frankly, I’m 
surprised that only 92% of blacks 
are voting for Obama. During 
the mid-18th century, when Irish 
immigrants were trying to forge 
a place in the American dream, 

they were subjected to merciless 
discrimination from “Nativists” 
who viewed them as drunkards and 
ruffians. The New York Times, that 
bastion of progressive thought in 
modern times, was, in those days, 
one of the most bigoted purveyors 
of prejudice, running help wanted 
ads that concluded with, “No Irish 
need apply.”  
   Storefronts often had signs that 
made the same statement. In fact, it 
became the well known acronym, 
“NINA. “What did the Irish do? 
They organized and began running 
candidates for public office. I can 
imagine a time when they may 
have endorsed someone with a less 
than Gaelic sounding name like, 
John Meriwether. Mr. Meriwether’s 
opponent may have discovered 
that John had the middle name of 
O’Reilly. Hence, tapping into the 
bigotry of the era, said opponent 
may have continually referred to the 
man as, John O’Reilly Meriwether, 
informing the constituency that one 
of “them” was running. 
   The trouble with politics is that it 
brings out the worst in people. Those 

who ordinarily would treat their 
fellow man with respect become 
filled with hate and bitterness during 
the road to “victory.” The candidate, 
who, prior to his announcement to 
run, was viewed by his friends and 
neighbors as a pleasant chap with a 
record of community involvement 
and a heart of gold, is recast by his 
opponent as a worthless miscreant 
with no redeeming qualities. 
It’s an example of the “winning 
is everything” philosophy that 
demeans everything and everybody 
it touches. When John McCain 
chided the GOP in North Carolina 
for doing a hit job on Barack 
Obama, he was criticized by some 
talk radio hosts. Evidently, they’re 
saying that McCain must realize 
that trash is part of the political 
playbook. To me, it says that we 
need more people like McCain in 
office. 

 Bob Weir is a contributing 
columnist to Yonkers Tribune and 

Westchester Times Tribune.  
BobWeir777@aol.com.
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Like Klockwork

New York Civic

   A worthwhile forum was held 
Wednesday morning, May 14, 
2008, at Baruch College’s School 
of Public Affairs. The topic was 
“Declining NY Revenues; What to 
Do?” The meeting was chaired by 
Presidential Professor Steve Savas 
of Baruch, an expert on privatization 
who is a former federal and city 
official. There were three panelists, 
E.J. McMahon of the Empire Policy 
Center, a project of the Manhattan 
Institute; Ronnie Lowenstein, 
director of the city’s Independent 
Budget Office, and Charles 
Brecher, executive vice president 
and director of research for the 
Citizens Budget Commission. All 
four are highly regarded in the field 
of public administration.
   The topic is timely, considering 
that the recession, we are now in 
or near, is expected to adversely 
affect tax payments to the city, 
particularly income taxes generated 
in the FIRE (finance, insurance 
and real estate) fields, taxes on the 
assessed value of real property, 
and taxes on property transfers 
and mortgages. . It was generally 
agreed that the most sensible way 
to respond to falling revenue was 
to reduce expenditures. Saying that, 
however, is far easier than doing it, 
and does not solve the problem of 
where to cut.
   We start by discussing the 
remarks of Professor Steve Savas, 
who moderated the panel.. Dr. 
Savas, a Presidential Professor at 
Baruch College, may be the only 
person to have been appointed to 
senior positions by both John V. 
Lindsay and Ronald Reagan. He 
was first deputy city administrator 
for Lindsay (I know because I was 
assistant city administrator at that 
time-1967.) Fourteen years later, 
Savas was named assistant secretary 
for policy of HUD (Housing and 
Urban Development) policy in 
the first Reagan administration. 
He is best known for his books on 
privatization - government services 
delivered by private firms under 
contracts obtained by competitive 
bidding...
   The views of the three speakers, Ms. 

If You Get Less, Spend Less
Prof. Steve Savas Suggests Ways to Reduce Budget in View of Recession

By Henry J. Stern

Lowenstein, and Messrs. McMahon 
and Brecher, will be presented on 
subsequent days. Fear not, all views 
expressed will be reported. They 
are part of a wholesome dialogue 
on an important but relatively dry 
subject.
   Professor Savas described seven 
methods which governments use 
to balance a budget. The ones he 
suppports are those he regards as 
financially responsible. He is a fiscal 
conservative, if by that one means 
someone who favors balanced 
budgets, opposes expenditures he 
deems wasteful, and prefers tax 
reductions to tax increases. He 
believes that tax increases would 
make New York State even less 
competitive than it is today. It is a 
fact that New York State plus New 
York City taxes are among the 
highest in the fifty states.
   The first way to approach a 
balanced budget, said Savas the 
sage, is by fiscal trickery, such as 
the postponement of expenditures. 
During the fiscal crisis the city’s 
teachers were due to be paid on June 
30. By delaying the payment one 
day, to July 1, Mayor Beame was 
able to defer millions of dollars into 
the new fiscal year. No money was 
actually saved by this maneuver, 
but it put a much better face on the 
old year’s expenditures. Another 
example  Savas cited was the sale, 
under the Cuomo administration, of 
the parking lot at a downstate race 
track from one agency to another.
   A second option is borrowing 
money. A thirty-year bond defers 
payment for a generation. The 
bonds issued at the time of the fiscal 
crisis (1974-75) have been replaced 
by new thirty-year bonds expiring 
as late as 2038. Debt service, which 
is a charge to the operating budget, 
increases with rising interest rates 
and rising public debt. The opposite 
of leaving assets to your descendants 
is leaving your debts for them to 
pay. This negative inheritance is 
New York State’s gift to its future 
citizens, if they choose to stay in 
New York and pay it. Many do not.
   A highly touted way to save 
money is through the reduction of 

fraud, waste and abuse. Savas said 
that while “F, W,& A” are usually 
small (for example, Congressional 
earmarks squander only one per 
cent of the federal budget, New 
York State provides 
rich opportunities 
for scammers. 
Medicaid fraud is 
said to run as high 
as $20 billion per 
year and could 
be significantly 
reduced by 
more vigorous 
enforcement. One 
must also 
calculate the cost 
of enforcement, 
which offsets the 
savings to some 
extent. Nonetheless, there is no 
question that abuse, fraud and 
waste are bad things, and we should 
do our best to eliminate them. How 
much money will actually be saved 
by this is, however, hard to calculate 
in advance.
   Fourth is raising taxes, which 
Savas defined as plucking the 
most feathers from the goose, 
while eliciting the least hissing 
in response. Of course, one must 
be careful not to actually kill the 
goose, for she lays the golden eggs 
one by one, and you will not find a 
trove of Faberge in her stomach or 
her uterus.
   New York State already has 
one of the highest tax rates in the 
nation, and New York City taxes 
add to the burden. These taxes are 
paid by intelligent people, and if 
these people can save enough by 
moving, they will depart, many 
already have. Savas particularly 
cited the Unincorporated Business 
Tax, which he called the successor 
to the commuter tax, as particularly 
burdensome.
   Fifth is reducing spending, which 
is most easily done by not filling 
vacancies. This usually results 
in the agencies that are the most 
directly service oriented soon 
becoming understaffed, while 
those deskbound employees who 
are lifers because they will never 

find anything as good, or match the 
pensions and fringe benefits offered 
by the state, will remain at their 
posts until they are ready to cash 
out with maximum benefits. 

   This does not mean 
that the deskbound 
are necessarily less 
deserving or less 
competent than say, 
hospital nurses. It 
simply means that 
they are much less 
likely to resign 
from jobs which are 
indoors and which 
require a minimum 
of physical 

effort. Vacancies that result from 
attrition are inevitably distributed 
unevenly, as the more usable and 
skilled employees are more likely 
to leave to better themselves.
   More precise cuts are difficult 
to achieve because top officials 
often do not know exactly where 
in their agencies money is being 
wasted. They rely on senior staff, 
who may or may not be able or 
willing to tell them the truth. They 
also fear making voluntary cuts, 
because every commissioner needs 
some fat in his agency’s budget that 
can be surrendered the next time 
their bosses demand reductions. To 
most agency heads, liposuction is 
not an option.
   Prof. Savas’s sixth suggestion was 
increasing efficiency. One can cut 
spending without cutting services 
by improving efficiency, but that 
takes a lot of political will and effort 
and often arouses fierce opposition 
by public employee unions. This 
strategy is all too rare. For example, 
the New York Fire Department 
maintains full scheduling around 
the clock, even though far more 
fires occur by day than by night. 
The streets are also much easier 
for fire engines to traverse at night, 
because there are fewer vehicles 
using them. 
   Many of these rules have been 
written into State law, which makes 

them almost impossible to change, 
since the legislature is obedient 
to its paymasters on the Albany 
equivilent of K Street. Fire Power 
is due not only to the strength of 
the unions, but the influence of fire 
companies upstate who often desire 
larger engines (Rule 12-B: Boys 
like toys.) and the wide popularity 
of the agency’s mission: saving 
lives and property from fire.
   Savas’ last suggestion was to 
rethink the role of government. 
What should government do? To 
what extent has it drifted beyond the 
powers granted in the Constitution? 
What should be privatized? How are 
earmarks for members of Congress, 
“member items” for legislators, and 
slush funds for members of the City 
Council legitimate government 
expenditures? Why are grants that 
are not clearly related to public 
functions made to community 
organizations? Should government 
revert to its core functions? 
   Alas, if the city is in a budget 
crisis, major reforms like these 
cannot be enacted in time to save 
money. If the city is not in crisis, 
major reforms are ignored as there 
is no pressing need to save money. 
Inertia wins and budgets grow.
A specific suggestion McMahon 
made would require co-payments 
by employees who receive health 
benefits. He also proposed that 
health benefits for prospective 
retirees and their families be 
reduced. These measures would 
save hundreds of millions of 
dollars, but it is highly unlikely, and 
possibly illegal, to reduce benefits 
for existing employees.
Private management means greater 
control of the work force, more 
flexibility in hiring and firing staff, 
and the efficiencies involving 
imagination and initiative which 
are so frequently absent in public 
agencies. In government, there is 
far less incentive, than in the private 
sector, to save time and money on 
a project. The employees and their 
unions rule the roost, but even when 
they do not, inertia often carries the 
day with the same results.
   There is no doubt that federal, 

state and local governments have 
been the instrument of transferring 
many people from relative poverty 
to the middle class, which is a 
great public good. It does cost 
a great deal of money, which must 
be paid by all citizens in the form 
of income, property , business 
and sales taxes. There is constant 
political pressure to keep services 
up and taxes down. This results 
in the creative accounting, the 
deferral of costs, the perpetual 
and increasing borrowing, athe 
fee increases and the other devices 
Savas described to conceal deficits. 
   These are not issues where 
Democrats and Republicans 
are primarily split down party 
lines. Each party is loyal to its 
funders, and the unions are wise 
enough to contribute to both, 
especially when different parties 
control different houses of the 
legislature.
   Difficult political choices are 
unlikely to be made on these 
questions because every other year 
is an election year for the legislature, 
and the largest and most powerful 
lobbies are the public employees 
unions. Around the country, 
unionism is in decline, because 
private corporations must face 
economic reality or become extinct. 
Only in the public sector has union 
membership grown, buttressed 
by lobbies which both reward 
and intimidate public officials. 
They conduct business under the 
certainty that their employer will 
never go bankrupt, regardless 
of how poorly the business is 
managed, or how much it spends 
for salaries, pensions, health care 
and fringe benefits. In some cases, 
McMahon said that the pensions 
and fringes are actually more costly 
than the salaries received by active 
employees.

Henry Stern is president of New 
York Civic (www.NYCivic.org) and 

a blogger on public issues. 
He was New York City’s Parks 
Commissioner for fifteen years 

under Mayors Koch and Giuliani.

   Yood fynd it tuf to fahlo this 
kahlum if I roat it fonetiklee lyk so...
but millions of kindergarten kids 
and American immigrants would be 
happier if the English language - as 
written, spoken and read - were not 
such a daunting minefield for them. 
   Back in the “olden days,” we’uns 
learned to spell by rote for the 
same reason that we learned to 
feed ourselves with utensils and, 
despite the awesome miracles 
of modern science, neither 
process has changed a great deal. 
   Mind you, I don’t think our world 
would be better if we nourished 
ourselves with some form of virtual 
reality, rather than scarfing down our 
chow in the traditional manner; but 
I feel that there would be more than 
small benefits to personkind if we 
abandoned tradition and admitted 
that English as written and spoken 
are about as compatible as inter-
generational views of dance music. 

May B Heerz Wy 2dayz Yungr Peepl Kant Spel!
 

By Joe Klock, Sr.

   Consider, for example, these word 
pairs: bier and beer, here and hear, 
taught and taut. Although they sound 
the same, they are spelled differently, 
a case of rhyme without reason.  
   Such mutations came about when 
our forefathers (okay, foremothers, 
too!) adopted word forms from other 
languages. This led to the dreaded 
scourge of homonymphobia, 
which children today must either 
endure or ignore, a strong current 
flowing toward the latter option. 
   Exacerbating the malady are 
dysfunctional word families that are 
spelled similarly, but don’t come 
within a country mile of rhyming: 
e.g., though, through, tough and 
bough. If you can somehow make 
some sense out of that mess, see if 
you can come up with a reasonable 
justification of “thought,” as it is 
spoken and written...and ‘splain to 
me how and why the “g” and “h” 
became lexicographical bedfellows 

therein (easily as strange a 
coupling as Billary and Hillary). 
   If the compositions I’ve seen 
authored by the current 
text messaging set 
(and, alas, a growing 
number of my fellow 
scribblers) are valid 
specimens, written 
English as we oldsters 
knew it in the past 
is presently headed 
toward the same 
historical junk-heap as 
two-bit haircuts, silent 
films, family dinners 
and leaving the front door unlocked.  
    I wonder, too, if it might be wise 
to opt for flight, rather than fight, 
in the battle over pronunciation. 
Given the variant accents between 
New York and Mississippi, we 
have trouble enough with spoken 
American. For example, is the word 
“oil,” always written exactly that 

way, pronounced “OY-ul, as in NY” 
or “awl,” as in MS? And if the latter 
is correct, how is it distinguished 

from “all?” And by 
what convoluted 
interpretation was 
the late JFK able 
to campaign in 
what he called 
the “Great Shtate 
of Nerbrarsker?” 
   It’s odd that, in a 
world so proficient 
in other skills, people 
still write, speak 
and spell in as many 

different ways as they did when there 
were stoppages on the job site of the 
Tower of Babel, because the workers 
couldn’t understand each other.  
   We humans, who have conquered 
so many diseases, mastered flight, 
harnessed the atom and (thus 
far) survived Roseanne Barr, 
still can’t agree on a common 

medium of verbal exchange, 
except among airline pilots, 
drunks and pre-lingual toddlers. 
   Getting back to the written 
word, our communication problem 
might be substantially mitigated 
if we wrote things the way they 
sounded, which we in America 
don’t do often enough and the 
French almost NEVER do. (This 
has enabled Parisians to raise 
snottiness to an arrogant art form 
when dealing with tourists.)     
   Among the major languages, 
Spanish does the best job 
of suiting the sound to the 
spelling, but the gold medal in 
practicality must go to Hawaiians.  
   They employ the same five vowels 
as we do, and get along quite nicely 
with but eight consonants, all 
pronounced pretty much the same 
as though written in the English 
Anguish. It is the ultimate in both 
simplicity and phonetic purity and 

is compatible with Pidgin English, 
a sort of “Yiddish in Polynesia” 
that enabled sailors from here, 
there and everywhere to understand 
each other, as well as the natives 
throughout a vast Pacific Ocean. 
   It may be that today’s young 
Americans could regain the lost art 
of spelling, but I see that as a national 
goal only a tad more critical than 
sending a man to Jupiter, unless that 
man happens to be Howard Stern. 
   Myt b  betr if we jus mayd 
it eezyr 4 our kidz 2 reed, 
an 4 us 2 reed wat thay ryt.  
   Ryt?
 
Freelance wordworker Joe Klock, 

Sr. (joeklock@aol.com) is a 
winter Floridian who summers 
in New Hampshire. More of his 
“Klockwork,” can be found at 

www.joeklock.com.

  The whole gas tax issue that is now 
consuming the presidential race has 
become nothing more than that, hot 
air of the political kind. When the 
whole issue first blazed its way onto 
the campaign debate, it seemed as 
if it would run out of well, gas. 
   What amazed me initially was 
that here we have three presidential 
hopefuls, all following one another 
like sheep. Their cry was more 
than a fanfare for the common 
man or woman, it was desperation 
in a plea to peddle and pander 
to us by pumping this political 
petroleum. It’s their way of 
priming their own electoral pumps. 
   This issue, if it could be called 
that, is nothing more than the media 
mania with the price of gas. It’s 
just the recreation of last year’s 
story. The only difference is that 
the prices are higher than last year 
and the faces of those telling the 
story are the same. The factory still 
outputs the same cultural product. 
The most fascinating aspect of 
this story to me is that you can tax 
anything and “mums” the word, but 
increase gasoline and the whole 
country almost has a coronary, well 
at least the media appears to. You 
could virtually rob the clothes off 
the public’s back, and the media 
couldn’t care less; if gas goes up 
10 cents, it’s war. Well isn’t that 
what we are fighting this war for? 

It’s All Gas: Political Petroleum 

By Martin McGloin

Just like the presidential race, 
the price of gasoline is presented 
to us in terms of a contest. It’s 
just like the stock market. It’s 
up 10 cents today, down 3 cents 
tomorrow, but is is still trending 
up. The day of $3 gasoline is over. 
   John McCain, well past his sell 
by date, the crinkly, wrinkly guy 
running for president was first off 
the block in this gas race. Several 
weeks ago he suggested a federal 
gas tax holiday. Look this is the 
only country I have lived in that 
does not have any rhyme or reason 
to public holidays, so I was amused 
to hear of his “holiday” gas tax 
exemptions. What I mean to say 
is that some in the public have this 
holiday off while others do not. 
What sort of a public holiday is 
that? Is that how the gas tax holiday 
will work? Some will get it while 
others will be left out in the field. 
McCain’s policy is as old as he 
is. It’s just another one of those 
Republican tax reduction schemes 
with little explanation as to where 
the money will come to replace 
the loss. There is nothing worse in 
my book, than Republicans touting 
tax reductions, meanwhile doling 
out monster corporate welfare 
bennies to their corporate sponsors. 
   Nothing funny about Hillary 
either, as she jumped on McCain’s 
tailcoat and was soon blurting out 

the same public petroleum policy. 
Talk about boring. It was worse than 
looking at some of 
those old 1960’s 
television shows on 
those cheap cable 
channels. She is 
definitely running 
on empty, just like 
her campaign is. 
This may have 
literally been her 
well drying up 
and she can’t make it to the next 
gas station. Clinton’s plan was 
quickly debunked as economic 
funk, and as many economists 
pointed out, the gas tax would 
actually increase driving, which 
would increase demand, thereby 
decreasing supply which would 
lead to higher prices at the pump. 
So her policy is bad for everybody; 
except for the oil companies. 
   Not to be out manovered and 
needing to drive home his own 
position  on Texas tea, Barack 
Obama had another position  He 
stated that he thought the gas tax 
vacation was a silly idea, and it is. 
He really put Clinton in her place on 
her own policy when she rolled out a 
Shell Oil lobbyist, Steve Elmendorf, 
to tout her premium plan.. Obama 
pointed out that “all she could find 
was, get this, a lobbyist for Shell 
Oil to explain how this is going to 

be good for consumers. It’s a shell 
game, literally.” He called it a Shell 

game. That’s gas. 
What a way with 
words. Who was 
politically peaking 
here does not matter 
but understanding 
that we are living in 
the period of peak 
oil does.Obama’s 
plan on face value 
appears to be the 

best plan for the country in the long 
term, which is to encourage more 
conservation. What a novel idea. 
   Look oil, as a fossil fuel is finite 
and will run out. One of the most 
fascinating aspects of living in the 
country that is only 5 percent of the 
worlds population, yet consumes 
25 percent of it’s gasoline products 
day after day is the it’s laissez faire 
attitude to this finite resource. One 
of the favorite conversations I have 
is with those who say I’ll drive 
what ever I want and don’t anyone 
tell me to drive a smaller car. Hard 
to believe this philosophy. My way 
of looking at this is if my car gets 
30 mpg and your SUV gets 10 
mpg, you are depleting the earths 
resources 3 times faster than I am 
and you should be penalized for your 
lack of a social conscience. Why 
should you think you are special? 
Take that to the morality pump 

and squeeze hard on the trigger. 
 
   Another example of super 
arrogance is the case of senior 
Michigan Democrat Congressman 
John Dingell who for years thought 
he was actually helping America by 
fighting increases in the miles per 
gallon required under federal law. 
While he may have helped American 
auto workers in the short term, he 
was actually killing the industry 
long term. Instead of competing 
with the European and Japanese 
motor industry, he was actually 
keeping them from competing, thus 
in effect killing them off.  Guess 
he was doing his masters bidding. 
   We never faced up to the fact 
that oil will run out in the seventies 
when the last oil crises occurred. In 
2000 oil was less than $40 dollars 
a barrel. Today it has passed $120. 
In 2000 the dollar was worth 1.2 
euros, today it’s worth .64 euros, 
almost half. This point is almost 
always ignored wen discussing the 
high price of oil. The value of the 
dollar is way less, so it costs more 
dollars to buy the same barrel of oil. 
Some are getting it. Municipalities 
around the country that used to buy 
American have been buying hybrid 
fleets to set a good example and 
save much needed money.  I have 
noticed hybrid municipal vehicles 
in Manhattan with NYC logo’s and 

also Westchester County hybrids,so 
some changes are coming but not 
fast enough but we all can do more. 
Walk, run or bike to your local 
store. Leave the hunk of metal with 
the voracious appetite at home as a 
good start. It’s all gas, this political 
petroleum
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From Page 1Yonkers Business Week: 
Noticeably small attendance, dry 
workshops, no innovation, very 
exclusive, no strong speakers, more 
of the same, breakfast, lunch, and 
dinner, golf and a cruise! Who’s 
party is this?

Yonkers City Hall: Major 
resignation from City Hall by Chief 
of Staff’s son , subpoenas to all City 
Councilmembers, and continued 
rumors of an impending indictment 
over a Ridge Hill vote. Where is 
Zehy Jereis these days?

New York State Level: Check out 
the “pork,” that is, ours – yours 
and mine - tax dollars being given 
to and spent by Andrea Stewart-
Cousins and Mike Spano for their 
personal purse. They get to reward 
their favorite individuals and groups 
who naturally favor their reelection. 
Somehow these individuals and 
groups can’t raise money on their 
own, like the rest of us, to support 
their 501-c.3s. All you have to 
do is tell your New York State 
Senator Andrea Stewart-Cousins or 
Assemblyman Mike Spano that you 
want their help to assist someone to 
use a computer in an after school 
program or you want to have an 
ethnic parade or festival and wham-
o - $5,000, $10,000, $20,000 – and 
up!

Yonkers Board of Education:  
This is the never cease to amaze you 
crowd. Hey, we forgot to follow our 
own rules (read previous Dr. Ed U. 
Cator article) in renaming a school 
(Museum to Riverside) so let’s do 
it when we rename Commerce 

   New Rochelle voters face 
many education-related decisions 
on Tuesday.  A budget vote, a 
school board election, library 
votes and a yes or no on “free 
money from the state.”  What 
sort of free money?  More later. 
   There is too little time to review 
all of the underlying issues.  Suffice 
it to say, New Rochelle voters 
are being asked to approve a 
school budget that, while carrying 
the lowest increase in several 
years, continues a tradition of 
increases two to three times the 
rate of inflation of some ten years’ 
duration.   This is how the budget 
has doubled in the same period.   
   Asked to explain, officials and 
their acolytes have pointed to 
increases in the cost of fuel, state/
federal mandates and, oh yes, 
personnel costs as the chief drivers 
of the budget hikes.  Costs of fuel?  
You mean the same increases all 
of us, individuals and businesses 
have had to cope with?  So what?  
Mandates like the requirements 
for comparative and evaluational 
testing of performance, and 
handicapped access that all 
of us in the private economy, 
individuals and businesses, 
have had to comply with either 
because of competitive pressures 
or state regulation?  So what? 
   And personnel costs?  Like the 
expenses of hiring, retaining and 
paying workforce salaries and 
benefits that all of us, individuals 
and businesses, have had to bear, 
as employees or employers, with 
or without the benefit (or burden, 
depending upon your point of view) 
of a union contract, and all the goodies 
pursuant thereto (guaranteed, 
stepped salary increases; health 
and pension provision subsidies 
approaching 90% in many cases; 
tenure protection; and the attendant 
power in threatening concerted 
“job actions” if negotiations do 
not go your way)?  So what? 
   New Rochelle education officials 
and the “amen corner” residing in 
the city’ school board have never 
made clear why the economic 
pressures borne by the rest of 
the area’s economic entities are 
somehow less urgent than those 
affecting our schools.  And why 
the more successful of these same 
entities manage to survive year-
to-year without increasing prices 
six to nine percent per annum 
like our educators do.  (This 
goes for the successful ones;  the 
unsuccessful ones re-organize 
or go out of business, something 
no New Rochelle municipal 
institution has ever had to endure 
because of the virtual monopoly 
it and other local school systems 
enjoy thanks to legislation and the 
public’s continued compliance). 
   The public’s complacency (or is 
it stupidity, distraction, misguided 

Bits and Pieces 
By Vox Populi

Middle School to the Palisade 
Preparatory School. You see, this is 
the beginning of the transformation 
to rearrange the deck chairs on 
the “educational Titanic,” a/k/a/ 
Yonkers Public Schools (YPS). 
Everything will get better with 
these new and meaningless names. 
What genius was behind these two 
great school renamings – River and 
Palisade Prep? By the way, can 
you believe the mission statement 
for Palisade Prep is serve the low 
income students and minorities. 
Meanwhile, you have a Board of 
Trustees who either did not attend 
Yonkers Public Schools, nor had 
their children attended Yonkers 
Public Schools, or are not long-
time residents. Worse still, they are 
totally parochial in nature – to their 
understanding and meaning, private 
school does it best. Do any of these 
people care about the history, and 
attachment to Commerce that 
graduates have for this school 
as well as to Yonkers, Saunders, 
Gorton, Roosevelt, and Lincoln? 
   Let’s keep the Gates Foundation 
happy and give our students a 
riverside view rather than teach 
them about commerce and 
museum enrichment that was 
part of their historical legacy. 
This Board of Trustees is about 
disconnecting and disengaging. 
   One would guess that within this 
trend, the recent appearance of Mary 

J. Blige at Roosevelt High School, 
which she left by dropping out of 
the 11th grade, balances things. 
Blige and her partner promise her 
newly-formed charity will raise 
$500,000, and thereafter give a 
portion of that raised for an already 
existing program in southwest 
Yonkers. Her charity, designated 
FFAWN, has no track record. 
   The best was when Ms. Blige 
referred to raising herself up “out 
of a cesspool.” Was she referring 
to Schlobam Housing where she 
grew up? For her edification and for 
those not in Yonkers long enough, 
Schlobam Housing was originally 
clean, decent, and safe public 
housing built for Yonkers residents. 
Many good and successful people 
came out of it; becoming successful 
in all walks of life, including many 
in public service. No thanks for 
your message of the “cesspool” 
reference to Roosevelt High School. 
They don’t live in “cesspools!” 
   Next, the Board of Education 
will want to rename Roosevelt 
High School – Blige High! 
   Let’s all watch how this 
governmental train, encumbered 
as it is to the Yonkers Parking 
Authority (YPA), Yonkers 
Public Schools (YPS), Yonkers 
Industrial Development Agency 
(YIDA), etc., slowly heads for 
that “cliff” the mayor spoke of 
in his State of the City address. 
   One party, one person, no 
challenging voices in opposition, 
and pretty soon, the Yonkers we 
knew will be gone – just like the 
Carnegie Library.

New Rochelle Voters:
There Ain’t No Such Thing

as a Free Lunch
By Steve Mayo

patience?  Again, too vast a set of 
subsidiary discussions to be held 
here and with only two or three 
days before the vote) manifests 
itself in numerous ways.  A 
truncated series of public budget 
hearings was sparsely attended.  At 
some events, representatives of the 
public (excluding professional PTA 
boosters, union representatives and 
musical competition champion 
honorees) were outnumbered by 
the school board itself!  Past school 
budget votes have experienced 
voter participation rates far below 
that for the region’s municipal 
and state electoral contests.   
   The hopelessness of the 
stakeholders’ plight is highlighted 
by the failure of this city of 80,000 
residents to come up with a single 
opponent to the 20-year incumbent 
running for election to the lone 
open seat.  Without the lightning 
rod of individuals campaigning, 
there has been no opportunity to 
debate the incumbent’s record, the 
report-card of student achievement 
of the school system as a whole, 
the financial qualifications of the 
board to oversee a budget of over 
$200 million, the success or failure 
of the board in handling past labor 
union agreements in light of the 
system’s continuing economic 
difficulties and its chances of 
somehow and quite miraculously 
learning how to do a better job 
of negotiating when the current 
teachers’ contract expires on June 
30, 2008 (only six weeks away!). 
   As to the free money, the vote-
yes advocates (and their tireless 
band of library board-civic 
group-neighborhood association-
educational/industry complex letter 
writers, lawn sign exhibitors and 
palm card distributors) have spared 
no expense (private resources no 
doubt; and a fair amount of public 
resources if we are to account for 
the flood of newsletters and tri-
folds mailed from the NR Board of 
Education itself) would have you 
believe that this is a no-brainer.  
We have been told that the band of 
Nobel Prize-for-Economics winning 
scholars in Albany (masquerading 
as the state legislature) has already 
allotted the money, and that the 
localities win a grant by voting in 
favor of this odd proposition get 
the funds.  Well, far be it for me to 

turn down such a deal, but do the 
proponents really believe that this is 
without cost?  Do they really think 
that no other school districts in the 
state have been granted access to this 
apparent freebie?  Do they believe 
that once the taxpayers in Buffalo 
have voted (as we are supposed 
to) to accept this bargain, that the 
Buffalonians will not also expect 
a freebie?  Do they actually accept 
that when taxpayers in Buffalo are 
forced to pay for our improvements, 
that somehow taxpayers in New 
Rochelle will NOT be forced to pay 
for improvements in Buffalo?  Does 
anybody really think this way? 
   I would not presume to know that 
robbing Peter to pay Paul is always 
illegitimate and never defensible, 
especially when an officially 
constituted legislature (that has 
set the standard for ignoring 
fundamental laws of economics 
and won national renown as the 
most dysfunctional decision-
making body in all the federated 
states according to an NYU study) 
is requiring the construction work 
contemplated.  I would not be so 
bold as to suggest that we shouldn’t 
get our share when Albany will 
spend it anyway, somewhere.  
However, I do believe it is immoral 
to suggest that this money is free.  
It is not.  No money is.  While New 
Rochelle would certainly enjoy 
the “float” of financial benefits 
until the underlying bonds are paid 
off, its taxpayers will certainly 
be paying once the full expense 
of the increased indebtedness is 
realized by the taxpayers of the 
state as a whole.  For while we are 
indeed residents of New Rochelle, 
and proudly so, no one to my 
knowledge can be a resident of New 
Rochelle without being a resident 
of the State of New York also.   
   Just today, our own “accidental” 
Governor has exhibited the good 
sense to warn us of the financial 
perils of budgeting increases 
while facing $20 billion deficits 
in the next three years alone.  So 
logically, how can New Rochelle 
governmental-goodie bargain 
seekers profit in taking gifts from 
a bankrupt New York State?  There 
will be future bills to be paid for the 
present folly of our profligate New 
York legislature and executive, and 
the departments operating under 
their aegis.  Financial people in the 
know, know this.  That is why many 
of them, rich and not so rich, are 
heading for the exits according to 
published reports on outbound and 
inbound state migration patterns.  
   Prying grants from a state entity 
approaching bankruptcy is akin to 
vultures picking at a zebra corpse.  
I don’t care if the meal is free; the 
bill of fare is nasty and it’s going to 
sicken someone in the end.

Mr. Gross, a Purchase resident, 
likes to keep his stories close to his 
community.
   La Panetiere will serve a three 
course specially designed menu 
with a prix fixe of $25.00 (not 
including beverages, tax or tip).  
The event will begin at 12:00 Noon.  
Accomplish your reservation by 
calling La Panetiere at (914) 967-
8140.
   La Panetiere is located at 530 
Milton Road in Rye, New York.  
Visit their Website for more 
information at www.lapanetiere.
com
   La Panetiere is one of the country’s 
most renowned restaurants.  Known 
for its contemporary French cuisine 
and an award winning wine list, 

NY Times Bestselling Author Andrew 
Gross at La Panetiere Restaurant

the Restaurant boasts its own wine 
cellar on premises.   The restaurant 
is lavishly decorated in the style 
of Provence and the building itself 
carries some interesting history, 
originally built in the 1800’s and 
maintaining its integrity. 
   Besides the New York Times 
bestselling thrillers The Dark 
Tide and The Blue Zone.  Andrew 
Gross has also co-authored five 
New York Times number one 
bestselling novels with James 
Patterson, including Judge & 
Jury, Lifeguard, Third Degree, and 
Jester.  He lives in Purchase, New 
York, with his family. Readers can 
visit Andrew Gross online at www.
AndrewGrossBooks.com and www.
myspace.com/andrewgrossbooks.

needs of older adults are constantly 
generating business activity 
through the purchase of products 
and services from area suppliers.  
   As a result, Classic Residence 
by Hyatt in Yonkers and scores of 
other organizations in the senior 
community field, are playing three 
crucial roles:  
   They develop better ways to 
help the area’s older adults (one of 
every five Westchester residents is 
over the age of 65) to be healthy 
and active, plus enthusiastic about 
lifestyle choices such as moving 
into an independent or assisted 
living community. 
   They act as a catalyst for 
economic growth in and around 
southern Westchester through the 
development of housing options 
for older adults and by generating 
buying and selling opportunities for 
area businesses.
   They are shaping intergenerational 
activities that enable young people 
to learn and benefit from the 
experiences of older adults -- and 
older adults to interact with younger 
people.
   By doing this, these organizations 
are enjoying the immense satisfaction 
of knowing that many older adults 
are living vibrant, healthy lives 
that are happier – and busier – than 
what previous generations of older 
adults may have encountered.  
We are constantly buoyed by the 
enthusiasm and responses of the men 
and women who reside at Classic 
Residence by Hyatt in Yonkers, a 
luxury living community for older 
adults.  We’ve seen so many of our 
residents quickly become active in 
our on-site and off-site activities 
such as exercise and dance classes, 
painting, learning how to use a 
computer, participating in book 
club or political discussions, and 
enjoying many of the nearby cultural 
attractions in Westchester and New 

Older Adults Contribute to Westchester’s 
Economic Vibrancy

From Page 1
York City. And many become more 
than participants.  They plan and 
often lead programs.  And they’re 
active in Westchester as employees, 
consumers, volunteers and patrons 
of area libraries, museums, theatres, 
parks and more.
   Still another source of satisfaction 
is the greater peace of mind that 
family members have because their 
parents are living independently 
in an attractive and well-located 
community on the Yonkers/
Riverdale border.  And for those 
whose loved ones require memory 
support or a higher level of care, 
there’s the added comfort of knowing 
that high-quality care is available 
on site in such communities and 
provided by qualified health care 
professionals.
   Additionally, friends in the 
business community tell me the 
growing number of care centers 
for older adults is having a positive 
effect on the workplace performance 
of employees with aging parents.  
Absences have been reduced and 
people are less stressed. 
   According to a 2006 study by 
Metlife Market Mature Institute 
and the National Alliance for 
Caregiving, the loss of productivity 
caused by the care of aging relatives 
had ranged between $17.1 billion 
and $33.6 billion annually, or 
$2,110 for every full-time worker 
who cares for an adult.
   Stepping outside our 18-story 
building overlooking the Hudson 
River, we also take the lead in 
interacting with government 
officials, businesses of all sizes, 
community leaders and members of 
the general public who are thinking 
of residency in our community for 
themselves, their parents or their 
neighbors.  Indeed, partnerships 
among organizations serving older 
adults and the many business 
and community organizations 

committed to enhancing the quality 
of life in Westchester are being 
formed almost every day.
   For example, Classic Residence 
by Hyatt in Yonkers is providing 
college scholarships to graduates 
of local high schools.  We also 
work with libraries in Yonkers 
to display the art work of our 
residents, with area high schools 
to promote intergenerational 
exchanges, with area theaters and 
museums to arrange for visits of our 
residents, and with the Westchester 
Public/Private Partnership for 
Aging Services to address issues 
of concerns to older adults.  
Additionally, senior members of 
our staff are active in the Business 
Council of Westchester and Yonkers 
Chamber of Commerce.  
   Equally important, we are a source 
of revenue generation to businesses 
in Westchester.  Classic Residence 
by Hyatt in Yonkers is committed 
to conducting business with local 
vendors and we sign contracts with 
approximately 65 vendors each year 
for an average of nearly $500,000 
annually.  

   My colleagues and I welcome visits 
from all individuals considering a 
luxury senior living community for 
themselves, their parents, neighbors 
or friends.  There are many choices 
in the marketplace, and our staff is 
always happy to be a resource for 
those in the information gathering 
process.  Tours of our community 
can be arranged by calling our 
marketing staff at 914-709-1234. 

John Muzio is the executive 
director of Classic Residence 

by Hyatt in Yonkers and can be 
reached at jmuzio@hyattclassic.

com. Additional information 
about Classic Residence by Hyatt 
can be obtained by visiting www.

hyattclassic.com.
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PORT CHESTER, NY – “A couple 
of years ago,” Paul A. O’Dea 
related, “I was in the park with my 
older son, Aidan. It was a beautiful 
day and I was pushing my younger 
son Conor, on the swing. Conor’s 
shoe fell off and I stopped the swing 
to put his shoe back on. While I was, 
my older son wandered off. If you 
have children, you know the fear 
and anxiety of screaming out their 
name and getting no answer. I ran to 
every nook and cranny of the park; 
still no Aidan. I was just about to 
call the police, when a stranger who 
must have seen my panic, told me 
he had spotted a young boy at the 
other end of the park. I raced down 
to the other end, and there in the 
bushes, was my son. I was relieved 
to find him safe.” 
   “Let’s face it,” Qfind LLC 
developer O’Dea, designer of the 

Kids Safety Bands Promote the Safety 
of Your Children

Kids Safety Bands continued, “we 
live in an unpredictable world. 
As parents, we have to be more 
vigilant and leery of strangers. 
Even then, kids wander; it’s their 
nature. It only takes a few seconds 
and they’re gone.” 
   It’s estimated in the US, that 2100 
kids under the age of 18 go missing 
everyday. That’s staggering! 
   If you could purchase an 
inexpensive item to protect your 
child and give you peace of mind 
- would you? For $4.00 plus 
shipping, a Kids Safety Band 

can be that added peace of mind. 
Whether you’re out at the beach, 
park, or wherever there is a crowd. 
If your child wanders off and gets 
lost, anyone can recognize the 
branded orange band and call you 
immediately! 
   Kids Safety Bands are silicone 
rubber wristbands designed for 
children from ages 2 to 8. The 
Orange bands come in two sizes, 
Small (7in) and X-Small (6in). 
The front of the band will be laser-
engraved with your child’s initials 
or the phrase, “If found please call”. 
The back of the band will have 
the parents/caregivers cell phone 
number(s). 
Kids Safety Bands - your child is 
just a call away!

For further information visit the 
www.kidssafetybands.com Website.

Recycle Your Bicycle
Do you have a bike or two 
cluttering your garage and don’t 
want to throw it away? For the 
third year, the Westchester Cycle 
Club has partnered with Pedals for 
Progress, a non-profit organization, 
which for the past 17 years has 
shipped used kids and adult bikes 
to Central America and Africa to 
foster low-cost transportation and 
support economic development. 
On Saturday May 24 from 9 am to 
12 noon, bicycles will be collected 
at the First Presbyterian Church, 
2880 Crompond Road in Yorktown 
Heights. Here’s how it works: bike 
owners bring their rust-free bikes 
with a $10 donation to cover part of 
the shipping costs. Both the monetary 
donation and the gift of the bike 
are tax-deductible. They will also 
be collecting used portable sewing 
machines to distribute through 
Pedals for Progress’ companion 
program in the developing world. 
Info: 914 217-5600 or president@
westchestercycleclub.com. 

Free Jazz Concert 
The public is invited to enjoy 

the smooth sounds of JAZZ’D, a 
group of local musicians who will 
be performing at the Trump Park 
Residences. This free “Jazz at 
the Park” concert will be held on 
Sunday June 1 from 2 to 5 p.m. on 
the grounds of the condominium 
100 Trump Park at Barger Street in 
Shrub Oak. 

Summer Cooking and Crafts for 
Kids
Yorktown residents Laurie 
Feldstein and Barbara Francesch 
will be offering a weekly series of 
three morning cooking and crafts 
workshops for children in grades 
K-6 at Temple Beth Am on Church 
Street in Yorktown. The programs 
will be held during the month of 

July. Info; 914 962-0612 or 914 
245-3428. 

Peekskill Public Tile Project
The Peekskill Education Foundation 
and the Hudson Valley Center for 
Contemporary Art are hosting a 
fundraiser and celebration of Arts 
and Education at the museum (1701 
Main Street in Peekskill) on Friday 
May 30 from 6 to 9pm. The evening 
of music and art will benefit the 
Public Tile Project that will create 
a walkway from the Peekskill Train 
Station to the HVCCA – made from 
500 Dutch style tiles designed by 
local school children. Info: 914 
461-3275.

To submit information for The 
Fine Print, please send emails to 

TheFinePrintNY@verizon.net, call 
914 243-9761, or visit the www.
LisaFineCommunications.com 

Website. Lisa Fine is owner of LF 
Communications, Inc. some of 

whose clients may be mentioned on 
occasion. 

RYE, NY -- The Women’s 
Enterprise Development Center 
(WEDC) held its annual Breakfast 
Event / Microenterprise Fair on 
May 9, 2008, at the Westchester 
Country Club in Rye.  Nearly two 
hundred attendees watched Yma 
Gordon of Citi help present Women 
and Company® Microenterprise 
Boost equity awards to six WEDC 
graduates.  Mary Ann Liebert’s  
(Mary Ann Liebert Inc. Publisher) 
keynote address provided insightful, 
practical advice to entrepreneurs 
and small business owners.   
Twenty-three of WEDC’s 15 Week 
Entrepreneurial Training Program 
graduates sold their products and 
services at its Microenterprise Fair. 
   The winners of WEDC’s 
$2000 Women and Company® 
Microenterprise Boost Awards are 
Leslie Allicks, Rhonda Campbell, 
Maxine Palmer, Donna Simons, 
and Tamara Wrenn.  Marilyn 
Miller, a previous winner, received 
a $1000 Boost-2 award.  The grants 
will “boost” WEDC graduates’ 
businesses by paying for two 
webpage designs, a portable dance 
floor, a store sign, a laptop and a 
bookkeeper.   
   The mission of the Women’s 

WEDC Presents Awards at 
Annual Microenterprise Fair

(L to R): Joy Rosenzweig, WEDC Associate Director, Maxine Palmer, 
Riverdale Avenue Flowers and Gifts - Award Winner, Yma Gordon, VP/
Director North America Community Programs, Citi, and Anne Janiak, 

WEDC Executive Director

Enterprise Development Center is 
to build a vibrant community of 
women entrepreneurs by providing 
high quality training programs and 
support services to both start-up 
and established women business 
owners in Westchester County and 
the Lower Hudson Valley, including 
training and microenterprise 
funding opportunities for minority 
and economically disadvantaged 

women.  During the past ten years 
WEDC has trained over 700 women 
and more than half of them have 
started their own businesses.  

For information about WEDC’s 
programs and services, please 

call (914) 948-6098.  Additional 
information can be found at 
 www.wedc-westchester.org.

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- Westchester 
County has once again teamed up 
with Parry Aftab, Internet safety 
expert, to help parents and kids deal 
with cyberbullying. 
   The county is co-sponsoring a 
symposium on June 2 at the County 
Center, in White Plains, from 10:45 
a.m. to 5 p.m. While the event is 
free, pre-registration is required. 

Cyber-bullying Symposium to Feature 
Internet Safety Expert Parry Aftab

Free June 2 Event at the County Center
Accomplish you registration at the 
www.wiredsafety.com Website.
   The session is part of a two-day 
“International Stop Cyberbullying 
Conference” put together by 
Aftab. The June 3 session at Pace 
University in Manhattan is geared 
to industry participants.
   Throughout the day, there will 
be panels of experts, victims of 

cyberbullying and presentations on 
cyberbullying research.
   “This is our latest effort to help 
parents, kids , schools and law 
enforcement get the information 
they need to deal with Internet 
bullying,” said Westchester County 
Executive Andy Spano. 
      

YONKERS, NY – When former 
NYS Senator Nick Spano  was 
last in office, he was instrumental 
in directing $50,000 in pork 
funding for use by the Yonkers 
Fire Department for the purpose of 
purchasing a new fire rescue boat. 
Upon losing his tenure to Senator 
Andrea Stewart-Cousins, the pork, 
instead of being delivered, was 
instead frozen in Albany. Since that 
time, Yonkers Fire Department has 
sought the efforts of Assemblyman 
Gary Pretlow and Assemblyman 
Mike Spano, among others to 
their benefit. YFD personnel claim 
they are in desperate need to 
replace one of the two presently 
commissioned fire rescue boats. 
The cost of a new rescue boat is 
approximately $150,000. Only 
last week, Assemblymen Mike 
Spano and Gary Pretlow received 
approval of their request for 
$50,000 for the benefit of Yonkers 
Fire Department. The project 
director for this funding request is 

Pork Partially Funds New YFD Fire 
Rescue Boat 

By Hezi Aris

YFD Chief William Fitzpatrick. 
   Those familiar with the fiscal 
challenges presently facing 
Yonkers, it is improbable to suspect 
Mayor Phil Amicone will find the 
additional $100,000 for a new fire 
boat. The strained relationship 
between YFD and Mayor Amicone 
is legendary. Until Mayor Amicone 
nods his approval, the $50,000 
allocated for the purchase of a new 
“toy”  to cruise the developing 
waterfront will stagnate in an 
unrevealed and unknown allocation 
line, hidden from prying eyes, in 
a yet to be approved 2009-2010 
budget; likely to be allocated for 
purpose or purposes never to be 

divulged. For those who remember, 
the rebuilding of the Sador Lane 
Walkbridge had at one time 
received a $50,000 allocation. It 
was never revealed. In time notice 
of its existence was lost from 
future budgets. Additional funds 
valued at $40,000 were appended 
to the initial request. The $90,000 
allocations have yet to be utilized 
for the purpose to which they were 
granted. Since their allocation, a 
woman, attempting to use Sadore 
Lane Bridge to cross from one 
side to another, fell because of the 
evident disrepair of the bridge. She 
suffered brain injury and won a 
lawsuit against the City of Yonkers 
to the tune of $1.95 million. 
   It would behoove the City of 
Yonkers to place the $50,000 in an 
interest bearing financial instrument 
until the balance of the necessary 
funds are raised for the purchase 
originally stated. It may not balance 
our books, folks; it’s simply the 
beginning of fiscal responsibility.

FIRST PLACE – Drew Peterson 
– 14 year old pianist from Oradell, 
NJ, performed the Liszt concerto 
in E flat. He will receive a $1,000 
Conductor’s Award donated jointly 
by music director, James Sadewhite 
and Dr. and Mrs. Robert Klein. 
SECOND PLACE – Trevor 
Marshall – 16 year old percussionist 
from New Rochelle, NY, performed 
the Fantasy on Japanese Wood 
Prints for Xylophone and Orchestra 
by Alan Hovhaness.  He will receive 
$500 donated by Dr. Kathleen 
Pistone Carucci and the Pistone 
family in memory of Pasquale A. 
Pistone, founder of the orchestra. 
THIRD PLACE -  Jun Luke Foster 
– 15 year old pianist from Merrick, 
NY, performed Beethoven’s 
Concerto No. 5 in E flat major.  
He will receive $400 donated by 
the Calandra family in memory of 
Sharon Calandra, past flutist with 
the orchestra. 
FOURTH PLACE – William 
Healey – 17 year old pianist from 
Pelham, NY, performed the Chopin 
Concerto No. 1 in E minor. He will 
receive $300 donated by Shirley 
Sala in memory of her husband, 
Jerome Gino Sala, former Music 
Director and Conductor of the 
orchestra for 30 years. 
FIFTH PLACE – Jonathan Lee – 16 
year old violinist from Scarsdale, 
NY,
performed the Mendelssohn Violin 
Concerto. He will receive $200 
donated by Vera 
De Marco in memory of her brother, 

2008 Yonkers Philharmonic Orchestra 
Concerto Competition Winners

By Josephine Caruso, Competition Coordinator

Pat J. Zappia. 
   All winners were presented 
as soloists with the Yonkers 
Philharmonic Orchestra in a 
special concert, “Concerto Time 
at the Philharmonic” on Sunday 
afternoon, June 8, 2008, at Saunders 
Trade and Technical High School 
at 3:00PM – James Sadewhite, 
Conductor; Robert Sherman, 
Master of Ceremonies. 
   All applicants are commended for 
their fine preparation and excellent 
musicianship. We hope to sponsor 
another competition next year, and 
we encourage all those who did 
not win to return for next year’s 
competition.
   I am especially grateful to all 
the adjudicators who generously 
donated their time and expertise 
to select the winners. Adjudicators 
for the final competition were 
violinist Dorothy Happel, pianist 
Natalia Krassii-Watson, soprano 
Eunice Poulos, and conductor 
James Sadewhite.  Observers were 
Larry Watson, Rosemarie Doerr 
and Marcia Klein. Adjudicators 
for the preliminary auditions were 
soprano Joyce Henery, pianist Hyla 
Melnick, oboist Josie Violin, and 
conductor James Sadewhite. 

Award winners are pictured to the 
right in order of place.

                                          
                                          
                  

http://www.kidssafetybands.com 
mailto:davidmckaywilson@aol.com
mailto:davidmckaywilson@aol.com
mailto:TheFinePrintNY@verizon.net
http://www.LisaFineCommunications.com
http://www.LisaFineCommunications.com
http://www.wedc-westchester.org/
http://www.wiredsafety.com/
http://www.westchestergov.com/pdfs/Cyberbullying-Conference_.pdf
http://www.westchestergov.com/pdfs/Cyberbullying-Conference_.pdf
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, AKC Registered 
English Bulldog, French Bulldog, English Mastiff,  

Bull Mastiff, American Eskimo, Papilon, 
Boxer,Yorkshire Terrier,  

with 1 year health certificate,  
Price: $580

Contact: jessy_jefferson@hotmail.com
Enclose your: Name, Address,  

Country of Residence, Phone Number
Thank You

From Page 1

WESTCHESTER COUNTY, NY -
- There will be no exceptions – you 
will get a ticket if you are caught by 
police not wearing your seat belt in 
Westchester. Chances are someone 
you know will be involved in a car 
crash this year. And if they are not 
wearing their seat belt, it is twice 
as likely that they will be severely 
injured or even killed.
   That is why county and local 
police departments will be joining 
forces for the nationwide Click it or 
Ticket Mobilization from May 19-
June 1, cracking down on seat belt 
violators during the 10-day period 
before and after the heavily traveled 
Memorial Day holiday. Those who 
fail to buckle up will be issued 
tickets that carry fines.
   “Seat belts save lives. Too many 
people still take the attitude that 
car crashes will never happen to 
them,” said County Executive 
Andy Spano. “But fatal crashes 
can and do happen every day. We 
support this campaign and our law 
enforcement will be out in force 
showing zero tolerance for anyone 
not buckled up.” 
   This year’s mobilization will place 
special emphasis on young drivers, 
as they are at greater risk of death 

Click It or Ticket
Police Step Up Seat Belt Enforcement 

May 19-June 1
or injury due to traffic crashes. 
National statistics indicate that car 
crashes are the leading cause of 
death for young people ages 15-
20, fatality rates for teen drivers 
are four times higher than for older 
drivers, and 60 percent of teens do 
not wear their seat belts.
      Besides buckling up, other tips 
for safe travel include:
• Minimize distractions while 
driving. Don’t use a hand-held cell 
phone while you drive, or you risk 
getting an additonal ticket. . 
• Allow someone else to drive when 
taking medications or when you are 
drowsy.  Fatigued driving can be 
just as deadly as driving drunk. 
• Don’t speed; plan your trip so that 
you have plenty of time to reach 
your destination.
• Don’t drive aggressively 
(tailgating, failing to yield the right-
of-way, and following too closely).
   Make sure children are secure in 
child car seats or booster seats. 
  

   For further information on 
traffic safety issues, contact the 

Westchester County Department of 
Public Works, Traffic Safety Office 

at 995-2555 or log on to  
www.westchestergov.com.

region who will certainly enjoy 
our fine foods and services. It is 
especially gratifying to be opening 
a Fairway Market in Westchester 
County where I have lived with 
my family for the past twenty-six 
years.” 
   Pelham Manor Mayor Tom 
Lavin said: “We are delighted that 
Fairway has chosen to open at Post 
Road Plaza in Pelham Manor. We 
are confident that they will draw 
customers from a wide trade area 
and be very successful. Fairway’s 
choice validates Pelham Manor’s 
retail district as a desirable location 
for leading retailers.”
   Located at the intersection of 
Pelham Parkway and Boston 
Post Road (US 1), adjacent to 
the Hutchinson River Parkway, 
the 268,000-square-foot Post 
Road Plaza is undergoing a total 

Fairway Market to Open in Pelham Manor
renovation. The changes are planned 
to give the plaza an updated and 
upscale look, in keeping with the 
renaissance now underway in this 
historic neighborhood. 
    “The renovation will set the 
stage for an exciting new chapter 
in the evolution of this center,” 
said Matthew Harding, president of 
Levin Management. “Many of our 
stores will be re-opening as the first 
phase of the renovation wraps later 
this year. These include Modell’s, 
which will open an improved and 
upgraded store; Dress Barn, which 
plans to expand its premises; as 
well as A.J. Wright, Mandee, and 
others. CitiBank and OTB, because 
of their locations, are remaining 
open throughout.” 
   Pelham Manor will be the 
supermarket’s sixth location. The 
first Fairway Market opened in 

the 1930’s as a fruit and vegetable 
stand on the Upper West Side 
of Manhattan and soon became 
a neighborhood icon. In 1995, 
Fairway opened a large supermarket 
in Harlem, drawing shoppers from 
around the New York metropolitan 
area. That was followed by an 
opening on Long Island in 2001 and 
in Brooklyn in 2006. Another new 
store is planned to open next year in 
Paramus, New Jersey.
   Offering an extraordinary variety 
of superior quality fresh food from 
around the globe at reasonable 
prices, Fairway is “Like No Other 
Market” as its slogan reads. In 
addition to grocery offerings, the 
new Post Road Plaza store will 
include a restaurant café.
   Post Road Plaza has long been 
one of the area’s leading shopping 
centers, serving the surrounding 

communities of Pelham Manor, 
Mt. Vernon, New Rochelle, and 
the northern Bronx. The anchor 
space was originally occupied by 
Korvette’s, one of America’s first 
discount department stores. 
   Levin Management Corporation, 
one of the region’s leading retail real 
estate services firms, has handled 
leasing and property management 
of the center since it was built. The 
firm is currently marketing prime 
retail space on both the first and 
second levels of Post Road Plaza.
   “Shoppers are really passionate 
about Fairway, and it will make a 
terrific new anchor for Post Road 
Plaza,” said Harding. “It offers 
quality products and excellent 
value, definitely appealing qualities 
for the more than one million people 
who live within a five mile radius of 
the shopping center.”

the benefits of the restoration of 
historic properties, owes much 
of its success to the enormous 
amount of imaginative and 
resourceful collaboration among 
local businesses, state agencies 
and regional organizations,” 
said Jay DiLorenzo, president 
of the Preservation League. 
“The positive and visible results, 
including additional commercial 
and residential preservation and 
economic development, are already 
serving as an inspiration to other 
municipalities.”
   Contributing to the success 
of this effort were the New 
Rochelle Business Improvement 
District, Community Preservation 
Corporation, Susan Doban 
Architect, PC of Brooklyn, 
and Polonia Development and 
Preservation Services of Queens, 
along with the individual building 
owners. Funding from the Empire 
State Development Corporation 
Main Streets Program, the Port 
Authority of New York and New 
Jersey and the City of New Rochelle 
helped support the project. 
   The five buildings restored in the 
Model Development Block project 
were selected because, though 
recognized as significant historic 
structures, they had been hidden 
for decades behind metal or stucco 
facades, or had lost their luster 
through years of neglect. 
   “The BID’s project has 
accomplished two significant 
goals,” said Barbara Davis, City 
Historian. “First, it beautifully 
restored five 19th century buildings 
that are important to the history 
of downtown New Rochelle, 
and second, it increased the 
community’s awareness of all the 
architectural treasures that exist in 
our midst.”
   According to Susan Doban, 
president of Susan Doban Architect, 

PC, “It’s gratifying on many levels 
to restore the underlying richly 
detailed terracotta, stone, and brick 
facades; it heightens awareness of the 
historic past, the labor and resources 
that went into the development of 
the earlier downtown, and, in this 
case, it has stimulated new pride in 
the downtown. The psychological 
ripple effect is almost palpable, 
and has already translated into 
renewed economic vigor as other 
property owners follow suit and 
new businesses are attracted to the 
Main Street area.”
   The award was presented at the 
Preservation League’s Annual 
Meeting and Awards Ceremony 
in New York City, on Thursday, 
May 15, 2008, at the historic Park 
Avenue Armory.
   “Excellence in Preservation Awards 
are our principal means of honoring 
the preservation community and 
educating the public about the 
important contribution that historic 
preservation projects make to our 
quality of life throughout New York 
State,” said DiLorenzo. “Each year, 
we are impressed by the number 
and variety of laudable projects, and 
this year was no exception. We are 
delighted to give the New Rochelle 
BID’s Model Development Block 
Project the statewide recognition it 
deserves.” 
   The Preservation League’s 
Excellence in Historic Preservation 
awards program is funded by a 
generous grant from the Arthur F. 
and Alice E. Adams Foundation of 
Miami, Florida. 
   The Preservation League of 
New York State promotes historic 
preservation as a tool to revitalize 
neighborhoods and communities, 
honors their heritage, and enriches 
lives by leading a statewide 
preservation movement, sharing 
information and expertise, and 
raising a unified voice.

New Rochelle BID Model 
Development Block Honored 

   The master plan devised for this 
phase one aspect of the plan for the 
park must represent what people 
want.  The city is reasonably certain 
of obtaining the County’s Legacy 
Grant of $5.6 million which must be 
used for the outdoor athletic fields.  
Since there is so much community 
support, Zimmermann felt the grant 
would be received.  He cautioned, 
however, that the desired hockey 
rink was not included in this grant 
and some other funds must be 
used.
   Several people brought up the 
closing of the hockey rink at New 
Roc.  It was suggested that it failed 
because of mismanagement.  Steve 
Mayo who felt this new plan for 
the park left nothing off-limits, 

Anticipated  
Improvements for New 

Rochelle’s City Park
From Page 1

noted the cost constraints must be 
considered.  He also wanted to know 
why members of the youth hockey 
group weren’t invited to meetings 
about the New Roc changes before 
that hockey rink was closed.
   Frank Bernabei, a long time 
supervisor in the department, stated 
that he had seen at least four phase 
one projects completed, but never 
beyond that. This time he was 
impressed with the enthusiastic 
support of residents at the meeting 
and felt the city would go to the next 
level.  Zimmermann also felt there 
was much more community support 
and that there would be a phase two 
especially since the Legacy Grant 
would probably be received.  

ALBANY, NY -- New York State 
Comptroller Thomas P. DiNapoli 
announced his office recently 
initiated audits of the following 
school districts and Boards of 
Cooperative Educational Services 
(BOCES) within Westchester 
County. 
Audited Entity 
Ardsley UFSD 
Dobbs Ferry UFSD 
Hawthorne Cedar Knolls UFSD 
Katonah-Lewisboro CSD 
Pocantico Hills CSD 

DiNapoli’s Office 
Announces School Audits 

Started in April
School District Accountability  
In order to improve accountability 
of the state’s schools, DiNapoli’s 
office will audit all of New York’s 
834 school districts, Board of 
Cooperative Educational Services 
(BOCES) and charter schools by 
2010. The State Comptroller’s 
office has completed 400 school 
audits and approximately 200 audits 
are currently underway.

YONKERS, NY -- The Board of 
Education elected the Very Rev. 
Gerald Sudick as its president 
and Marlin K. Wiggins as its vice 
president read the May 
13, 2008, and May 14, 
2008, lead paragraph 
in The Journal News 
article penned by 
Ernie Garcia, yet nary 
a mention of the Dr. 
Ed U. Cator article 
that exposed the 
games being played 
at the Yonkers Board 
of Education [Read 
article by clicking onto 
the hyperlink above.]. 
   Sudick replaces the outgoing 
president, Bernadette Dunne, 
who had been slated to stand for 
a fourth term, that is until Dr. Ed 
U. Cator made note of the illegal 
maneuvers that had been attempted 
by the Yonkers Board of Education 
Trustees to bypass their own 
policies which barred Dunne from 
serving a fourth consecutive term. 
Yonkers Board of Education board 
policies forbid officers from serving 
more than three consecutive years. 
Wiggins replaces Debra Martinez, 
who along with Trustee John Flynn 
have not been not been reappointed 

to the Board of Education. 
   At the board’s April 16, 2008 
meeting, Flynn presented a 
resolution to suspend the term-

limits rule for one 
year. The resolution 
did not appear on 
the board’s agenda, 
nor was the public 
allowed to comment 
before the unanimous 
approval vote. 
Jerilynne Fierstein, 
through her surrogate 
spokesperson, Eric 
Schoen, never 
gave Yonkers 
Tribune proof of 

the resolution requested of her 
office multiple times. They were 
caught perpetuating an outright lie 
to deceive Yonkersites. Dr. Cator 
was not fooled. How pitiful that 
to this day, Fierstein maintains 
her employment in the capacity 
of Communications Director 
for the Yonkers BoE under the 
direction of Yonkers Public Schools 
Superintendent Bernard Pierorazio. 
   Dr. Ed U. Cator made note of the 
illegality, the lack of documentation, 
and the overall secrecy regarding 
the succession to president. That 
my friends is documented.

Very Rev. Gerald Sudick 
and Marlin Wiggins 

Head Yonkers Board of 
Education 

By Hezi Aris

Read the Yonkers Tribune Article First Published April 27, 2008 
Entitled 

 There is Nothing Boring about Education in Yonkers  
By Dr. Ed U.Cator

GREENBURGH, NY -- County 
Legislator Tom Abinanti (D, IN, 
WF-Greenburgh) called for quick 
action on his proposal for county-
wide revaluation.
   “Fair taxation should be the 
hallmark of Westchester County,” 
Abinanti said.  “Replacing our 
patchwork assessment system 
should be a top priority for state, 
county and local Westchester 
officials.”
   Seeking to spark new discussions 
on county-wide revaluation, earlier 
this year Abinanti introduced 
to the Board of Legislators for 
reconsideration the legislation 
previously approved by the County 
Board in 1996.  Supported by both 
houses of the State Legislature and 
the Municipal Officials Association, 
the bill would have permitted 
different tax rates for commercial 
and residential properties and halted 
the continuing shift in property 
taxes to Westchester homeowners.
   Dubbed by some as “The 
Homeowners Relief Act”, the 
legislation was vetoed by then-
Governor George Pataki at the behest 
of large corporations who were 

Abinanti Again Seeks 
County-Wide Revaluation

Urges Reconsideration of 1996 Legislation

winning immense tax reductions 
and rebates and thus shifting 
more of the County’s tax burden 
to homeowners.  “This County is 
not only IBM and PepsiCo. It is 
hardworking people who struggle 
to pay their property taxes on their 
modest homes, condos and co-ops,” 
Abinanti said.
   In a letter to members of the 
County Board’s Committee on 
Legislation, Abinanti requested 
prompt consideration of the 
proposal which would require state 
legislative approval as well.
   “It is time to offer Westchester 
homeowners real property tax 
relief.  How do you spell relief?” 
exclaimed Abinanti.  “R E V A L U 
A T I O N, that’s how,” he said. 

Greenburgh Town Hall, 177 
Hillside Ave, White Plains  (Town 
Hall is located off of Route 119. If 
you are coming from White Plains 
heading towards Tarrytown make 
a right at Hillside Ave (you will 
pass the police station and 287). If 
you are coming from Port Chester 
get on 287 West. Get off at exit 5 
and make a right turn. Town Hall is 
seconds away on your right. From 
Tarrytown: 287 to exit 4. Left at the 
exit. Right on Old Tarrytown Road. 
At end of street you’ll see Town 
Hall.
 Topics To Be Discussed:
1) Setting up a steering committee
2) Creating a web site
3) Organizing a follow up meeting 

Citizens Committee to Explore 
Plausibility of Abolishing 

County Government 
Organizational Meeting

Monday, June 2nd, from 7:30 PM to 9:00 PM
with officials from Connecticut (they 
don’t have county government) and 
with officials from Massachusetts 
(they authorized local county 
governments to vote themselves 
out of existence. Worcester, County 
Mass did in the 1990s.
4) Petition drive.
5) Fall Rally outside County Office 
Building
6) Group that will help identify 
examples of unnecessary 
government spending.
   “Hope to see you at our meeting on 
the 2nd of June!” said Greenburgh 
Town Supervisor Paul Feiner and 
Yonkers City Councilwoman Joan 
Gronowski. This meeting is only for 
those who wish to help organize!

WASHINGTON, D.C. -
- Congressman Eliot Engel 
co-sponsored legislation – the 
Bulletproof Vest Partnership Grant 
Act of 2008 – to reauthorize a grants 
program providing bulletproof 
vests for police officers. The bill, 
introduced Tuesday, May 13, 2008, 
will renew the program for another 
three years, and was introduced in 
conjunction with National Police 
Week, May 11-17.
   Rep. Engel said that these vests 
have saved thousands of law 
enforcement officers since the 
introduction of modern bulletproof 
material. He added, “The vests 
cannot protect those who do not 
have them. The Bulletproof Vest 

Engel Sponsors Bill to 
Get Bulletproof Vests 

for Police
Partnership Grant Program was 
created in 1999 to provide state, 
local, and tribal law enforcement 
officers with this protection by 
aiding the purchase of protective 
equipment.”
   In Fiscal Year 2007, the grant 
program provided $28.6 million 
to state and local law enforcement 
agencies across America.  The 
funding provided 50 percent 
matching grants for the purchase 
of approximately 180,173 new 
bulletproof vests nationwide.
   Under the program, each 
community selects vests from an 
approved list and is reimbursed for 

half the amount of the cost. 
   Rep. Engel said that in his district 
(NY-17), Yonkers (337 vests), 
Orangetown (18 vests), Spring 
Valley Village (10 vests), and 
Suffern (6 vests) were reimbursed 
for vests in 2007. New York City as 
a whole was reimbursed $1,850,151 
for 17,393 vests. 
   Rep. Engel said, “Police officers 
risk their lives on a daily basis 
defending us. This is the least 
we can do to help them protect 
themselves.”

http://www.westchestergov.com/
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/yonkers_tribune/2008/04/there-is-nothin.html
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/yonkers_tribune/2008/04/there-is-nothin.html
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Government
Mayor’s Column

By Mary C. Marvin
Mayor of the Village of Bronxville

YONKERS, NY -- Assemblyman 
Mike Spano (D, Ind, C-Yonkers) 
hosted an awards ceremony 
honoring the members of the 
Yonkers Police Department Street 
Crime Unit.  The event was held 
at the Lenoir Preserve Mansion, 
located at 1109 North Broadway. 
   On October 1, 1962, President 
John F. Kennedy signed Public Law 
87-726 recognizing May 15th as 
National Police Officer’s Memorial 
Day.  Additionally, every week 
containing May 15 is designated 
“National Police Week,” reserved 
for recognizing the dedication, 
fortitude, accomplishments and 
responsibilities of the nation’s law 
enforcement professionals.   
   “Since this week is National 
Police Week, I wanted to take the 
opportunity to recognize those who 
put their lives on the line everyday 
and who show their unwavering 
courage, commitment and selfless 
dedication in the daily performance 
of their duties, and for preserving 
the quality and fabric of life in the 

Assemblyman Mike Spano Hosts 
National Police Week Ceremony

Honoring Yonkers Street Crime Unit
community,” stated Spano.  “It is 
my honor and privilege to recognize 
these deserving individuals.” 
There were twelve honorees from 
the Street Crime Unit, including 
Sgt. Louis Papaleo, Sgt. Bryant 
Pappas, Officers Ronald Faivre, 
John Donaghy, Richard Devito, 
Chris Hutter, Robert Devitt, Betty 
Morales, Robert Hanney, Robert 
Santobello, Russell Kilgore, and 
Det. Louis Venturino.  These brave 
men and women are responsible 
for tracking different crime trends, 
including shootings, weapon 
possession and narcotics issues. 
In 2007, the Yonkers Police 
Department Street Crime Unit was 
re-formulated in an effort to combat 
violent street crimes.  Through 
2007, the Street Crime Unit was 
responsible for 428 arrests, charging 
243 felonies, 180 misdemeanors, 
6 violations and 52 executed 
warrants.  Compared to 2006, the 
Street Crime Unit has seen a 60% 
increase in arrests throughout the 
City.  Additionally, $250,711.50 of 

illegal money has been confiscated, 
for federal and state forfeiture, 
which has been applied towards 
new police equipment.  The Unit 
has also increased the number of 
narcotic confiscations.  
   This Street Crime Unit has been 
very successful in decreasing the 
number of crimes that affect our 
communities the most.  They work 
hard, every day, to ensure that our 
neighborhoods maintain a level of 
integrity and security that could 
not be afforded without the kind of 
dedication and intelligence that their 
services provide.  These individuals 
help make Yonkers a better place to 
live. 
   “This team of highly qualified 
men and women play an integral 
role in preserving the safety of our 
communities,” concluded Spano.  
“I will continue to support the goals 
and efforts of the Street Crime Unit, 
and I wish them all the best of luck 
in the future.” 

   As I walk about the Village, 
I notice that many construction 
projects are underway now that the 
good weather is here. 
   I thought it important to reiterate 
the Village procedures that are 
designed to ensure quality and safety 
in renovations in our Village. 
   To ensure a high standard of 
work, be sure to employ only 
licensed plumbers, electricians 
and general contractors.  To be 
licensed in Westchester County, 
plumbers and electricians must 
pass a qualifications exam that 
demonstrates a certain level of skill.  
A list of licensed plumbers and 
electricians is on the County website 
and individual professionals should 
have a card available with their 
license number for inspection. 
   General contractors are also 
regulated and licensed by 
Westchester County.  Though a 
standardized exam is not required, a 
license assures that a contractor has 
adequate insurance and workman’s 
compensation coverage.  All 
licensed contractors are required 
to display a green bumper sticker 
with their license number on 
all company vehicles.  County 
building inspectors routinely tour 
municipalities for compliance and 
have the authority to shut down 
projects. 
   This year we are noticing many 
more contractors’ vehicles that do 
not display professional licenses 
in Village driveways.  It is for the 
safety and property values of the 
entire Village that residents hire 
qualified personnel. 
   Prior to starting any project, it 
is advisable to call the Village 
Building Department at 337-7338 
to ascertain the need for permits.  
Even exclusively indoor work, such 

as plumbing and heating repairs, 
require a permit if the work includes 
the extension or modification of any 
pipes or wiring.   
   If permits are not secured 
at the onset of a project, fees 
are automatically doubled and 
contractors may be required to open 
walls for inspection and remove 
unpermitted work.  
   In addition, unpermitted work 
will not receive a Certificate of 
Occupancy which is required 
when a residence is bought or sold 
causing great difficulty in property 
transfer. 
   Besides the obvious permits 
required for full scale renovations, 
permits are needed for smaller 
projects including window and 
siding replacement, removal of 
fuel oil tanks, installation of pools, 
hot tubs, sheds, decks, emergency 
generators and the installation of 
central air conditioning. 
   The Village does not have a 
restriction on which side of a fence 
must face the neighboring property.  
However, the height of all fences, 
including the combined height with 
a retaining wall, is limited to 6 ½ 
feet.  Solid fences and walls are not 
permitted in front yards. 
   Changing a basement, however 
rudimentary, from primarily storage 
use to living space requires a permit.  
When people begin occupying a 

space, different safety requirements 
are triggered including smoke 
detectors and proper egress, hence 
the need for increased regulation. 
   Installation of play structures, 
swings and other playground 
equipment does not require a permit 
as long as the structure is placed 
a minimum of 10 feet from all 
property boundaries and screened 
from the neighboring properties.  
Play structures are prohibited from 
being located in a front yard (which 
is defined as any yard adjacent to 
a street, in the case of corner lots 
both yards abutting the street are 
considered front yards). 
   The Village permit process and 
noise ordinance attempts to balance 
the needs of the homeowner making 
improvements with the rights of 
neighbors for peaceful enjoyment 
of their property. 
   Thus, work that requires a permit 
can be undertaken only between the 
hours of 8AM and 6PM weekdays.  
No weekend or holiday work is 
allowed. 
   Work that does not require a permit 
but may have loud equipment is 
regulated by the Village’s noise 
ordinance which prohibits loud and 
unusual noise, and the expectation 
is that any work, even quiet 
projects, will also be commenced 
on weekdays from 8AM to 6PM. 
   As a courtesy to your neighbors, 
alert them to any upcoming projects 
in advance so they, too, can plan 
the enjoyment of their property as 
we head outdoors in these warm 
months. 
   In a small village such as ours, 
everyone is affected by the quality, 
safety and attending 
noise that accompanies residential 
projects.

   New Rochelle is making significant 
progress on many of our most 
pressing challenges, but we have a 
long way to go before we achieve 
our potential as a community. We 
must work to ensure that this time 
of dramatic change results in a 
high quality of life for all of our 
residents.
   In our downtown area, we must 
plan thoughtfully, so that economic 
development is paired with public 
parking, traffic management, 
sanitary and storm water lines, and 
other essential infrastructure.
   In our neighborhoods, we 
must limit and control growth 
by preserving open space, 
strengthening our zoning code, 

From the Desk of Mayor Noam 
Bramson

By Noam Bramson
Mayor of the City of New Rochelle

protecting historic architecture, 
and focusing more intently on 
environmental sustainability.
   And throughout our city, we 
must provide safety and security, 
by preparing for natural and man-
made disasters, supporting our 
police and fire services, enforcing 
housing codes, and investing in 
flood prevention.
   This edition of the official City 
newsletter contains information 
about these subjects and many 
others. As always, we welcome your 
comments, questions, and ideas.
   It is an honor to serve our 
community as Mayor, and to work 
with you to keep New Rochelle 
moving in the right direction.

WASHINGTON, D.C.-- Esperanza, 
the largest Hispanic faith-based 
organization in the country, today 
praised Rep. John Hall of the 19th 
District of N.Y. for his support of 
H.R 1108, “The Family Smoking 
Prevention and Tobacco Control 
Act.” The legislation gives FDA 
regulatory authority over tobacco 
products. 
   “We encourage Hall to take an 
active role in helping to pass this 
important legislation this year.  
HR 1108 has broad bi-partisan 

Esperanza Applauds Rep. Hall 
for Supporting H.R. 1108

 House Bill Gives FDA Regulatory Authority Over Tobacco
support and could genuinely help 
our people,” said the President 
of Esperanza Rev. Luis Cortés. 
“Within our Hispanic community 
lung cancer is the leading cause of 
cancer deaths.  With 16.2 percent of 
Hispanic adults smoking cigarettes, 
a significant part of our community 
is at high-risk.”
   “With regulatory authority over 
tobacco, the FDA could further 
restrict sales of tobacco products to 
children, require more meaningful 
warnings on tobacco products, and 

enable consumers to access the 
information on all the ingredients in 
any given tobacco product,” Cortés 
continued. “We urge Congress to 
pass this legislation this year.” 
   The Reverend Luis Cortés, Jr. 
is the founder and president of 
Esperanza.  Esperanza is the largest 
Hispanic Faith-Based Evangelical 
network in the country. With a 
national network of 12,000 faith 
and community-based agencies, 
Esperanza is one of the leading 
voices for Hispanics in America. 

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- 
“Government should not take 
private property unless it is 
necessary to meet a real public need, 
not just because it prefers one use 
over another or one developer over 
another,” said County Legislator 
Thomas J. Abinanti (D, I, WF-
Greenburgh) as he and County 
Legislator James Maisano (R-New 
Rochelle) reintroduced legislation 
that would limit Westchester 

Abinanti and Maisano 
Renew Call for

Law to Protect County Property 
Owners 

Legislation Proposes Eminent Domain Reform

County’s power to condemn 
private property.  The legislation 
also prohibits the County from 
contributing funds to a development 
that uses eminent domain to take 
private property for private use.
   “I have witnessed in my own 
district how eminent domain can 
be used by powerful developers 
to intimidate property owners,” 
said Legislator Maisano.  “We 
must protect property owners, 

especially those that may not have 
the resources to defend themselves 
against these developers.”
   Over thirty five states and localities 
have taken steps to enact legislation 
to prevent misuse of eminent 
domain and Abinanti and Maisano 
believe Westchester County should 
lead this reform in New York.

YONKERS, NY -- New York State 
Senator Andrea Stewart-Cousins 
(D-35th District) and Assemblyman 
Mike Spano (D-I-C-93rd District) 
announced a total of $14,500 in 
State monetary grants for The 
Center for Urban Rehabilitation 
and Empowerment, Inc. (CURE), 
which is a minority-run not-for-
profit development organization in 
Yonkers.  The two State legislators 
awarded a ceremonial check to 
CURE Thursday, May 8, at the 
WIBO (Workshop in Business 
Opportunities) Awards Foundation 
Reception sponsored by Citibank, 
and Yonkers City Council Member 
Patricia McDow, which was held at 
the Yonkers Riverfront Library, as 
part of “Yonkers Business Week”. 
   CURE, founded in 1999 by 
James and Andrew Simmons, who 
were born and raised in Southwest 
Yonkers, is committed to the 
vision that community residents 
become involved in the re-building 
of their neighborhoods.  CURE 
is dedicated to developing and 
rehabilitating existing homes and 
developing new affordable homes, 
condos and rental apartments in 
the City of Yonkers, and is a leader 
in providing training programs 
for area residents to learn the 
construction trades and participate 
in the redevelopment of their 

Sen. Stewart-Cousins and Assemblyman 
Spano Announce Monetary Grants for 

Local Development Organization

Assemblyman Mike Spano (Far Left) and Senator Andrea Stewart-
Cousins (Middle Right) present $14,500 check from the New York State  

Legislature to Center for Urban Rehabiliation and Empowerment’s  
Co-Founders, Andrew Simmons (Far Right) and James Simmons (Middle  

Left)

neighborhoods.   
   “When residents of our local 
neighborhoods create programs that 
achieve the goals of community 
empowerment and enhancing our 
quality of life simultaneously, we 
all benefit,” said Senator Andrea 
Stewart-Cousins.  “I am grateful 
to James and Andrew Simmons 
for their commitment to growing 
the community where they were 
born, and for equipping the next 
generation of residents to do the 
same.” 

   Assemblyman Spano said that 
he is excited about working with 
CURE and providing funding that 
will help stimulate opportunities 
for young people, giving them the 
tools and skills that help them have 
meaningful careers in the future. He 
stated that, “This funding will go a 
long way towards helping young 
people in our community learn a 
trade with real life experience in 
their own community.”
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THE BRONX, NY and MOUNT 
VERNON, NY and PELHAM, 
NY and YONKERS, NY -- A 
little over a year after New York’s 
Civil Confinement legislation 
was signed into law and just days 
before Mother’s Day, Deputy 
Minority Leader Senator Jeff 
Klein (D-Bronx/Westchester) 
Senator Andrea Stewart-Cousins 
(D-Yonkers), Yonkers Mayor Phil 
Amicone, Mount Vernon Mayor 
Clinton Young, and Pelham Mayor 
Ed Hotchkiss called upon the state 
to finally adopt a measure proposed 
by Klein two years ago allowing 
concerned parents and neighbors 
to receive instant email alerts every 
time a sex offender moves into 
their selected zip code. With the 
recent unveiling of a new statewide 
emergency communication system, 
NY Alert, by the Department 
of Homeland Security, it would 
now be even easier for New 
Yorkers to register for instant 
e-mail notifications. Currently, 
New Yorkers desiring up-to-date 
information on registered sex 
offenders in their communities 
must make daily searches of the 
Sex Offender Registry maintained 
by the Division of Criminal Justice 
Services (DCJS).
   There are currently 26,000 
individuals on New York’s Sex 
Offender Registry, which classifies 
offenders according to their risk 
of re-offending: low-risk (Level 
1), moderate risk (Level 2) and 
high-risk (Level 3).  Members of 
the public can access this database 
at local police stations or via a 

You’ve Got Mail: There’s a Sex 
Offender in the Neighborhood 

461 Sex Offenders in Westchester County
toll-free telephone number. Level 
2 and Level 3 offenders are also 
listed on an internet subdirectory 
at the DCJS website.  However, the 
information changes constantly as 
new offenders are added or existing 
registrants update their information. 
E-mail updates would allow New 
Yorkers to keep tabs on a specific 
geographic area, such as where they 
live or where their children attend 
school, and would save them the 
time-consuming chore of making 
regular visits to the subdirectory 
website.
   “The numbers are overwhelming. 
We need to keep Westchester 
families in the county and give them 
the institutional support they need 
to keep children safe. It would be 
near criminal to deny New Yorkers 
the added convenience of better 
protecting our children from the 
kind of unsavory individuals who 
are, in many cases, our neighbors” 
said Senator Klein.
   The lawmakers released a report 
with 2008 data for all registered sex 
offenders living in the 5 boroughs, 
broken down by zip code.  
   “Keeping all of our residents 
safe is, of paramount importance; 
therefore this proposed legislation 
which would create easy access 
to data regarding prior sexual 
offenders, will provide critical 
information to the residents of 
Westchester. The number of sexual 
offenders registered with the 
Department of Criminal Justice 
Services increases regularly, so an 
email alert registry and notification 
system will be helpful in keeping 

residents informed,” said Senator 
Andrea Stewart-Cousins (NY State 
35th District – Westchester) 
Yonkers Mayor Phil Amicone 
voiced his support for the measure 
saying, “We have to deal with the 
reality that sex offenders live among 
our community.  It’s a frightening 
thought for families with children, 
but that’s why Senator Klein’s 
e-notification measure is so 
important.  It’s a common sense 
proposal that will give parents 
another tool that will help keep 
their children safe.” 
   The report also reveals that in 
New York State, an average of 15 
level 2 and 3 sex offenders reside in 
each zip code. Of the 461 registered 
sex offenders living in Westchester 
County, there are 195 Level 1 
offenders, 163 Level 2 offenders, 95 
Level 3 offenders, and 8 offenders 
who have yet to be categorized.
   In addition, with more sex 
offenders subject to the 12-year-
old registration requirements being 
released from prison every day and 
an increasing number of sex crimes, 
like sex trafficking, being added to 
the list of registerable offenses, 
the registry is likely to continue its 
expansion well into the future. 
   An original co-sponsor of Megan’s 
Law which created New York’s sex 
offender registry, Senator Klein 
played a major role in passing 
New York’s long awaited civil 
confinement law which was signed 
into law on March 14th, 2007. 

make it easier, keep a jug of water 
near your plant so that the chlorine 
can outgas and the water can come 
to room temperature.  Never water 
your plants with cold water from the 
water fountain. The shock can slow 
their growth or cause them to lose 
their leaves. For more, info visit 
http://www.houseofplants.co.uk/
Spathiphyllum_wallisii_FL.htm. 
This site also lists additional 
“healthy air plants.” 
   If weekly watering is too 
much to bother with, try a snake 
plant or mother-in-laws-tongue, 
(Sansevieria). This desert plant 
from the southwest has long pointy 
upright leaves, likes to have its roots 
crowded in a pot and prefers it dry. 
Good drainage is essential.  It comes 
in a variegated version and thrives 
on neglect. You can safely leave 
it unattended over long vacations.  
If you have one at home you may 
not even want to put it outside as 
too much rain can rot the roots.  If 
it gets a little bit of sunshine and is 
happy where you put it, you might 
get the added benefit of rare blooms 

The Merry Gardener
From Page 1

that appear on stalks hidden among 
the foliage.  The blooms are small 
but quite fragrant. Believe it or not, 
there is a forum devoted solely to 
this plant: visit it at http://forums.
gardenweb.com/forums/load/
sansevieria/msg0210030911154.
html?4.
Golden pothos, (Scindapsus aureus), 
is another good choice that requires 
little care.  This common vine is 
very easy to start from cuttings. In 

fact, it can grow happily in water for 
years. It tends to grow long and lose 
its old leaves so must be cut back 
frequently.  If you don’t, you will 
end up with long ugly bare stems. 
Keep it out of the sun or algae will 
grow on the inside of your vase. For 
more on this plant visit http://www.
denverplants.com/foliage/html/
PothosGold.htm.
   If you would like to add a bit more 
life and color to your desk, put some 
cuttings in a vase and once they are 
established with a little root growth, 
add a Beta or Siamese fighting fish.  
Theoretically, the fish waste will 
feed the plant and both will prosper. 
The males have long graceful fins 
and can be red or blue.  A small 
pinch of Beta food is required once 
or twice a week so remember to 
make vacation arrangements. 
   If you have a favorite house plant, 
tell us about it and email a photo 
to themerrygardener@gmail.com.  
Pictures will be posted for all to 
enjoy. Topics of interest or questions 
about plants can be emailed to the 
same address. Keep on gardening!

others take a City Hall vehicles 
beyond our borders? If they are 
designated first to respond, in the 
case of vehicle number 952, it would 
likely take 45 minutes to arrive in 
Yonkers proper. It may behoove 
Yonkers to consider having local 
residents responsible to be first on 
call.
   Deleting this individual’s 
“privileges” would go a long way 
to correcting a “wrong” in City Hall 
policy. The “perks” now expected, 
as if they were “entitlements,” 
are encroaching on the quality of 
life for Yonkersites and driving 
Yonkers taxes through the roof as 
services are diminished, economic 
development is stalled, and a $100 
million budget deficit is slated for 
next year. Being tardy to the table 
of fiscal responsibility should not 
dissuade City Hall from doing 
the “right thing.” The public is 
still awaiting getting a list of the 
vehicles in the City Hall fleet, and 
to whom they have been authorized 
for use, and why.
   Yonkers is watching and waiting 
for a response. 

Yonkers’ 
Vehicle 

Used Daily 
Discovered 

at  
Employee’s 

Putnam 
County 
Home 

From Page 1

JACKSONVILLE, FL – A case 
brought forward by the Jacksonville 
Port Authority (JaxPort) against 
Keystone Coal Co. has resulted in 
a record $67 million jury settlement 
over an eminent domain case for 
the property owner. At issue now is 
whether this particular verdict will 
impact other court cases pending 
appeal.
   Keystone counsel Prince Brigham, 
trial attorney for the Coral Gables, 
Florida firm of Brigham Moore 
LLP advised that the circuit court 
ruling against the Jacksonville 
Port Authority had concluded after 
approximate two years of legal 
wrangling. The gist of the case 
concerns itself over a government 
entity may seize property from one 
private enterprise and thereafter 

Keystone Coal Co. Wins $67 Million 
Eminent Domain Case 

By Hezi Aris

turn it over to another.
   “Jaxport can take private property 
through eminent domain, but it does 
not have the right to take an owner’s 
bargain or the economic advantage 
away secured by the owner in free 
enterprise,” said Brigham. 
   Keystone Coal co. of Fort Myers, 
Florida, had secured a 70 acre tract 
of land along the St. Johns River 
near Jacksonville, Florida for the 
purpose of developing a deep-
water coal and bulk cargo terminal. 
Keystone’s Tom Scholl secured 
a letter of commitment to buy the 
property for $8 million in April 
2005; only thereafter did JaxPort 
begin the “slow take” eminent 
domain proceedings.
   JaxPort valued the property at $17 
million and had negotiated a long-

term land lease with Drummond 
Coal Co. of Alabama, guaranteeing 
an annual rental of at least $11 
million. Complicating the case for 
Keystone was that there were no 
comparable sites along the Gulf 
or Atlantic coasts throughout the 
southeast for comparison. 
   What makes the case unique is 
that Scholl still wants to develop a 
coal/cargo terminal on the site. 
   This specific case may come into 
play with regard to the SFC Yonkers 
Phase 1 Project in Yonkers, New 
York,  as it relates to governmental 
use of eminent domain for the 
purpose of transferring property 
from one private enterprise to 
another.

YONKERS, NY -- Every business 
-- and newspapers are a business -
- has those guys and gals in harness 
who are the drag horses for the 
daily grunt work, the dependable 
types who pull on and on, who 
take the product where it has to 
go. The bosses come and go, these 
sometimes directionless executives 
with grand ideas, and the wagon 
being pulled may get an updated 
look, but in the long haul, it’s the 
strong horses who save everyone’s 
rear end. 
   Dave Hartley, a five-decade 
editor who hailed from his beloved 
Yonkers, a city just beyond the 
Bronx, and who served in various 
newspaper jobs for the Gannett 
corporation, passed away recently 
after cancer knocked him out of his 
front-row seat on the Editorial Page 
of The Journal News in Harrison, 
N.Y., a combined daily made up of 
various former community papers. 
   Dave would never have gotten 
up from his seat -- for years on the 
“rim” of a newspaper layout desk 
and then at a computer -- not for a 
lengthy vacation and almost never 
for a sick day had he not been hit by 
such a devastating blow.  
   His modus operandi was to show 
up at work early, before six, to 
actually read that day’s birth of news 
and then put his sneakers on so he 
could chase the next deadline. 
   Workman-like, Dave Hartley was 
always in motion, on the phone 
with mayors and then governors; 
doing page layout on the computer; 
writing headlines on copy he 
edited; finding holes in stories, as 
only a seasoned reporter long on 
the job could do; and writing edit 
after edit. 
   He thought he would do all this 

Recalling a 
Newspaperman

By Arthur H. Gunther

until they carried him out, maybe in 
his 80s. “Just leave me alone,” he 
requested of all the many bosses he 
had, and the job will more than get 
done. Leave me with this wonderful 
life, his very being would flash 
as a neon sign in the Damon 
Runyonesque existence that the 
ink-strained craft invites.  
   But that was not the –30- (end 
of story) that was to be in Dave 
Hartley’s life. Like the politicians, 
the characters, the ordinary people 
he wrote about over and over in 
his many years, Dave saw fate 
intervene. As with the raison d’etre 
arrived at in all his pieces, that same 
fate had already written his epitaph, 
glowing and worth all the gold in 
the world to a newspaperman: 
   He made deadline. 
 

The writer is a retired 
newspaperman and photographer. 

He lives in Blauvelt, N.Y.  

WESTCHESTER, NY -- On May 8, 
2008, the Westchester County Bar 
Association (WCBA) held its 110th 
Annual Banquet. In attendance were 
more than 325 judges, attorneys, 
and law students. The Honorable 
Judith S. Kaye, Chief Judge of the 
State of New York, received the 
WCBA’s highest honor: the James 
D. Hopkins Lifetime Achievement 
Award. Presiding Justice Jonathan 
Lippman introduced Chief Judge 
Kaye. Associate Judge NYS Court 
of Appeals Theodore T. Jones, 
a newer member of the Court 
of Appeals, also gave a special 
address. 
   The WCBA honored retiring 
President Anthony J. Enea and 
inducted Incoming President 
Salvatore A. Lagonia. The Ninth 
Judicial District Administrative 
Judge Francis A. Nicolai presided 
over the induction ceremony of 
the newly-elected officers and 
directors. 
   The Banquet acknowledged all 
newly-elected and recently-retired 
Justices within the Ninth Judicial 
District, including: 
Supreme Court Judge Robert 
Berliner 
Westchester County Court Judge 
Susan Capeci
Retired Judge Family Court Charles 

Devlin 
Westchester County Court Judge 
James W. Hubert 
Family Court Judge Janet C. 
Malone
Retired Supreme Court Judge 
William Sherwood 
Westchester County Court Barbara 
G. Zambelli 
   The Westchester County Bar 
Outstanding Law Student Award 
was presented to Anna Zwierz 
Messar. This $3,000 scholarship 
is granted annually by the WCBA 
and the Westchester County 
Bar Foundation to a Pace Law 
School upper-level law student 
who has demonstrated academic 

Westchester County Bar Association 
Holds 110th Annual Banquet

State’s Highest Judge, Chief Judge Judith S. Kaye, Among Honorees

NYS Chief Judge Judith Kaye (of 
Albany) with Westchester County 

District Attorney Janet DiFiore (of 
White Plains). Photo courtesy of 
Cindy L. Tangorra Photography

excellence, leadership ability and a 
commitment to public service. Prior 
to her admittance into law school, 
Ms. Messar worked as a production 
assistant and news reporter in the 
media, most notably for Cablevision 
- News 12 Westchester.
   Other dais guests included District 
Attorney Janet DiFiore, County 
Clerk Timothy C. Idoni,  Banquet 
Chair Hon. Adam Seiden, County 
Court designee Susan Capeci, and 
Pace Law School Dean Michelle 
S. Simon. WCBA member Lucille 
A. Fontana, from the firm of Clark 
Gagliardi & Miller, served as 
Master of Ceremonies. 

The Westchester County Bar 
Association, established on 
February 11, 1896, is a not-
for-profit corporation with a 

voluntary membership of more 
than 2,200 lawyers. The purpose 
of the Association is to promote 
the ends of justice, to cultivate 

jurisprudence, to afford access to 
the courts to all who seek redress, 
to facilitate the administration of 
justice, to elevate the standards of 
integrity, honor, competence and 
courtesy in the legal profession, 

and to participate with all 
members of society in seeking and 

perfecting the common good. 

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- Quad 
Entertainment presents the concert 
event of the summer with the 2008 
Classic R&B Summerfest. Fans of 
70s and 80s R&B Soul will get their 
groove on to the iconic Temptations 
Revue featuring Dennis Edwards 
who will be headlining, Harold 
Melvin & the Blue Notes featuring 
Sharon Paige, Russell Thompkins 
Jr. & The New Stylistics, Freddie 
Jackson, Ray Goodman & Brown 
and special guests Touch of New 
York as they perform their greatest 
hits at the Westchester County 
Center on Saturday, July 19, 2008.  
   Hosted by the originator of the 
Quiet Storm, Vaughn Harper of 
WBLS, this chart-topping line-
up offers a night out for the 
grown and sexy folks who are old 
enough to remember but young 
enough to appreciate the classic 
R&B hits such as the Grammy 
Award winning “Cloud Nine” and 
“Papa Was a Rollin’ Stone,” by 
the Temptations.  Dennis Edwards 

Classic R&B Stars Serenade Westchester  
2008 Classic R&B Summerfest Jams at the Westchester County Center

joined the Temptations in 1968 and 
performed with the group on and 
off for almost 20 years. He’s also 
had a successful solo career with 
his hit, “Don’t Look Any Further.”   
   Fans will reminisce as they listen 
to crowd favorites such as the silky 
smooth, “If You Don’t Know Me By 
Now” by Harold Melvin & the Blue 
Notes, Ray, Goodman & Brown’s 
“Love on a Two Way Street,” 
and “Special Lady;” “Betcha By 
Golly Wow,” by the Stylistics, and 
“You Are My Lady” and “Tasty 
Love” by Freddy Jackson who 
will also treat fans to new tracks 
from his latest album Transitions.    

   Special guests, Touch of New 
York, led by Richard Langnese, and 
comprised of seasoned musicians 
including Gary Brown of Kool and 
the Gang and Jamelle Jones, singer/
song writer who has worked with 
Patti LaBelle, Ashanti, and Peabo 
Bryson will delight audiences with 
tracks from their debut album, 
due to hit stores in September.    
   Guests will also have the 
opportunity to purchase music 
from the featured artists from a 
variety of vendors including a live 
performance CD by the Temptations 
Revue featuring Dennis Edwards.   
   Sponsored by, Touch of New York 

and MAACO Auto Paint Specialists 
of Mt. Vernon, NY; tickets go on 
sale at all Ticketmasters locations 
and Westchester County Center 
box offices on May 19th for $62.50 
and $ 72.50. Showtime is 7:00 pm 
sharp.  Early purchase of tickets 
is highly recommended because 
the event is expected to sell out 
early.  This powerhouse line-up 
complements the newly revitalized 
downtown White Plains.  
   Targeted for a mature crowd, 
the Westchester County Center is 
the perfect intimate venue with 
4300-seats.  It’s centrally located 
and easily accessed from all major 
highways and public transportation.    
   Get ready to “rock for old time’s 
sake” this summer!  Don’t miss out!  
Tickets can be purchased from the 
Westchester County Center Box 
Office, 198 Central Ave, White Plains, 
NY  10606. Telephone:  (914)995-
4050; Ticketmasters: 845-454-3388 
// www.Ticketmasters.com or visit 
www.quadentmusic.com.
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In Memoriam
Joseph C. Botcheller of Yonkers 
died on Sunday, May 4, 2008, 
at age 90. Born on December 
2, 1917, to John and Eva 
(Rectenwald) Botcheller, in The 
Bronx, where he was raised and 
educated. Mr. Botcheller worked 
for Ward Leonard in Mt. Vernon 
as a foreman for thirty years; then 
also for Westchester County as 
an electrician for nine years. On 
July 26, 1947, he married Rosalie 
Maschak in Yonkers. She survives 
living in Yonkers. Joe was an active 
participant of local community 
affairs. He managed little league 
baseball for Bryn Mawr Boys Club 
for 15 years. He was a parishioner 
of St. Bartholomew’s Church and 
a member of their Holy Name 
Society, an avid bowler, pinochle 
player, and a very enthusiastic 
Yankee fan. Joe was treasurer of the 
Bryn Mawr Senior Citizens and an 
active member for over thirty years. 
Joseph Botcheller was a great 
husband, father, grandfather, great 
grandfather and friend. He will be 
missed by us all. Besides his wife, 
Rose, Joe is survived by his three 
children, Susan (Charles) Warga 
of Hollywood, FL, John (Nancy) 
Botcheller of Seoul, Korea, and 
Jayne (Mark) Carrig of Grand 
Island, NY; eight grandchildren, 
Christine, John Paul, Karen, and 

Elizabeth Botcheller, Bill and 
Catherine Carrig, and Stephanie 
and C.J. Warga, and his great 
granddaughter, Emilie Carrig. He 
was pre-deceased by his two sisters, 
Eva Hughes, and Rose Barbetta, 
and his brother, Ernest Botcheller. 
Visiting Hours were held at Whalen 
& Ball Funeral Home on both 
Tuesday and Wednesday, May 6 
and 7, 2008. Interment at St. Mary’s 
Cemetery. Donations to the Yonkers 
Police Benevolent Association, who 
always came to the aid of those in 
need, would be greatly appreciated. 
Whalen & Ball Funeral Home, 
168 Park Avenue, Yonkers,  NY 
10703,  (914) 965-5488, www.
whalenandballfh.com.

Marion Smith Fennell, a native 
and longtime resident of Yonkers, 
died on April 14, 2008, in Sun City 
West, Arizona. She was born on 
October 15, 1920, was a graduate 
of Gorton High School, and 
worked for New York Telephone 
for many years. Predeceased by 
her husband Christopher, and her 
daughter Geraldine, she is survived 
by her son Chris of Sun City West, 
Arizona, her daughter Marion of 
Riverdale, NY, her son Kevin of 
NYC, and four grandchildren. A 
Memorial Mass of Christian Burial 
was held on Monday May 12, 

2008, at Christ the King Church, 
North Broadway, Yonkers, with 
cremated remains interred at St. 
Joseph’s Cemetery following the 
service. Whalen & Ball Funeral 
Home, 168 Park Avenue, Yonkers,  
NY 10703,  (914) 965-5488, www.
whalenandballfh.com.
 
Ross E. Gibson, Sr., 80, formerly 
of Yonkers, died on Thursday, 
May 8, 2008, at the Kaplan Family 
Hospice in Newburgh, NY. He was 
born on July 13, 1927 to George and 
Grace (Woods) Gibson in Yonkers 
where he was raised and educated. 
Ross proudly served his country 
in the U.S. Navy during WWII. 
He married his loving wife Joan 
Ginnane in Sacred Heart Church on 
October 8, 1951. Mrs. Gibson died 
on April 23, 1983. Ross worked 
as a sheet metal worker for Local 
#38, the sheet metal workers union, 
in Brewster for many years. A 
longtime member of the 140 Club, 
Mr. Gibson also enjoyed crabbing 
on the Hudson River and hunting. 
He is survived by his beloved 
children, Edward and his wife, 
Joanne of Ardsley, Ross Jr. and his 
wife Patricia, of Highland Mills, 
NY, and Karen Stofko and her 
husband, Robert, of Greenwood, 
Indiana, his seven cherished 
grandchildren, Ryan, Ross, Jeffrey, 

Joanna, Lindsey, Alyssa, and 
Patrick. He is also survived by his 
great granddaughter, Reagan. He 
was predeceased by his brother, 
George Gibson, and his sister, 
Lois Stewart. Visitation was held 
at Whalen & Ball Funeral Home 
on Saturday and Sunday, May 10 
and 11, 2008. Mass of Christian 
Burial was celebrated in Sacred 
Heart Church on Monday, May 
12. Interment followed at Kensico 
Cemetery in Valhalla. In lieu of 
flowers, donations to the La Salette 
Missions would be most appreciated 
helping out his nephew’s missionary 
congregation. His nephew and 
the other missionaries are most 
grateful. Please send donations to: 
La Salette Missions, c/o Fr. Brian 
R. Sheridan, M.S., 5900 Oleander 
Drive, Orlando, Florida 32807, 
(407)277-3939 ext. 203. Whalen 
& Ball Funeral Home, 168 Park 
Avenue, Yonkers,  NY 10703,  (914) 
965-5488, www.whalenandballfh.
com.

Edward F. Strobel Jr., 83, a 
lifelong Yonkers resident died on 
Sunday, May 4, 2008. Mr. Strobel 
was born July 23, 1924, to Edward 
and Christine Lohrfink Strobel in 
Yonkers where he was raised and 
graduated from Commerce High 
School. He proudly served his 

country during WWII as a member 
of the US Navy Sea Bees, serving 
in the European theater, ferrying 
troops from England to Omaha 
Beach, then repaired roads and 
bridges from France to Germany. 
Upon his discharge, he became a 
letter carrier for the U.S. Post Office, 
retiring after 35 years of service. 
Edward was a big Met fan and was 
a member of the American Legion 
Post #299 in Yonkers. He married 
his wife Mary in Yonkers on May 
16, 1953, she survives. Edward is 
also survived by his two sons, Mark 
and Paul and his wife Michele and 
their son Christian. Visiting Hours 
were held at Whalen & Ball Funeral 
Home on Tuesday and Wednesday, 
May 6 and 7, 2008. Funeral Service 
was held in Holy Trinity Lutheran 
Church on Thursday, May 8, 2008. 
Interment followed at Ferncliff 
Cemetery. Donations in his memory 
are suggested be made to the charity 
of your choice. Whalen & Ball 
Funeral Home, 168 Park Avenue, 
Yonkers,  NY 10703,  (914) 965-
5488, www.whalenandballfh.com.

Marco Trama Sr. of Yonkers died 
on March 31, 2008, at the age of 81. 
He was born on July 10, 1926, to 
Nicholas and Antoinette Trama in 
Yonkers where he was raised and 
educated. Mr. Trama was a manager 

of the A&P Supermarket in Yonkers 
for over 28 years. He married his 
loving wife Marie Parlapiano on 
May 5, 1948, in St. Ann’s Church; 
she died on Feb. 7, 1988. Marco 
proudly served his country in the 
US Army during WWII. He enjoyed 
his garden and racing and raising 
Homing Pigeons and he was a 
“Legend from Nepera Park.” Marco 
is survived by his son Marco Trama 
Jr., from Mahopac, his cherished 
four grandchildren; Christina 
Marie, Anthony Nicholas, Marco 
Joseph III, and Rocky Nicholas. 
He is also survived by his two 
beloved brothers, Larry and John 
Trama. Besides his wife, Marco is 
predeceased by his sons Nicholas 
and John. A Memorial Visitation, 
followed by religious services 
were held at the Whalen & Ball 
Funeral Home on Saturday, May 
3, 2008. Donations can be made 
in Marco’s name to the Fremont 
& Ridgeost Hospice Assoc. 1393 
Gray Ave. Yuba City, California 
95991. Whalen & Ball Funeral 
Home, 168 Park Avenue, Yonkers,  
NY 10703,  (914) 965-5488, www.
whalenandballfh.com.

      Given our hectic lives, 
it’s no wonder we often miss 
important news stories. Even 
fine newspapers such as this one 
sometimes fail to share the stories 
that can alter our basic realities. 
   It is with humble nocturnalism 
that I bring you these tales.  
Trendy Squirrels Saved 
   Anton, GA - A tree cutter refused to 
cut down a tree today when he found 
a family of fashionable squirrels 
living in the tree. Tom Bolston, 
the tree cutter from Hampton 
Georgia, said he had never seen a 
squirrel’s nest so nicely decorated. 
   He added, “They had the prettiest 
little pieces of fabric covering 
the bundles of leaves where they 
slept, and a dinette set made 
out of matched lumber from the 
nearby construction site. I was 
just so impressed with their taste 
that I couldn’t cut down the tree.” 
   The construction crew waiting to 
pave the street was not happy with 
Bolston’s refusal. The tree delay kept 
the crew from a planned gathering at 
a local pub to celebrate the youngest 
member of the crew’s first kiss. 
   Crew Chief Lars Hampton said, 
“The guys have been waiting all 
week to celebrate little Joey’s first 
kiss. It really meant a lot to them 
that Joey found himself a nice girl, 
and this psycho squirrel-lover has 
to come along and mess it all up.” 
   Members of the crew attempted 
to cut the tree down themselves, 
but were prevented by Bolston who 
tickled anyone who tried to fell the 
tree. Joey’s girl friend, Maureen 
Maples, a squirrel-lover herself, was 
brought to the site to try and calm 
the situation. She agreed to kiss 
Joey again and even dance with him 
if the crew would let the tree stay. 
    Witnesses on the scene commented 
that they had never seen such a 

ELLIS ISLAND, NY --  On 
Saturday morning, May 17, 2008, 
at 11:45 a.m., Max Movish of 203 
Estate Court, Northbrook, Illinois 
60062 was called to the Torah on 
Ellis Island, 55 Water Street, New 
York, New York 10004. 
   This was the first ever Bar Mitzvah 
service to be conducted and run by 
the Bar Mitzvah himself, serving 
as rabbi/cantor, at the sight of the 
greatest immigration to the United 
States by the Jewish people in 
history. 
   Ellis Island is the place where 
up to a million Jews, who left their 
native lands of Russia, Austria-
Hungary, Poland, Rumania, among 
other nations, left the persecutions 
of those European nations, and were 
investigated, prodded, diagnosed, 
and permitted entry into the Golden 
Land of America.  The years 1884-
1920 saw this great migration to the 
Lower East Side of Manhattan, and 
to freedom. 
   Max Movish had this special idea 
for his Bar Mitzvah when he saw an 
advertisement to donate money for 
the restoration of Ellis Island.  He 
thought that this would be a great 
way to honor and remember his 
family and all of the Jews who came 
to America to live a better life.  For 
his mitzvah project, he is raising 

MOUNT VERNON, NY -- 150 
years ago in May, The German 
Evangelical Lutheran St. Paul’s 
Church of West Mount Vernon was 
organized into a congregation and 
the Rev. J. H. Baden was called to 
be pastor. This was the oldest of 
three founding congregations that 
eventually formed what is today 
The United Lutheran Church of 
Mount Vernon.  
Two other Mount Vernon 
congregations formed The United 
Lutheran Church’s founding 
congregations.  They were the 
Swedish Lutheran Emanuel Church, 
and the English Evangelical 
Lutheran Church.  These two 
congregations merged in 1962 
and changed the name to Christ 
Lutheran Church. 
   In 1974, the German Church, 
which was then simply St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church, consolidated 
with Christ Lutheran Church to 
form The United Lutheran Church 
of Mount Vernon. Facing financial 
strains in the 1980s, The United 
Lutheran Church sold its church 
property and relocated to the 
Wartburg campus and worship in 
the Wartburg Chapel. 
   Once on the campus, the 
congregation became key members 

News from the Front (and the Back) 
By Anthony Greco

mix of tender-loving anger in their 
lives. One confused bystander held 
up a sign that read: The Oceans 
Belong to the Whales. Telephone 
calls to several prominent whales 
for comment were not returned. 
Diamonds Loosing Their Luster 
   Atlantic City, NJ - The 
diamond industry began a 
media campaign yesterday 
called, Diamonds Are So Nice.  
   Fearful that the public would 
realize that diamonds are nothing 
more than shiny rocks, diamond-
makers from around the world 
have joined forces to try and 
continue the belief that diamonds 
are much better than they are. 
   A recent Gallons Poll suggests 
that the perception of diamonds 
among the U.S. population has 
been declining steadily since the 
end of TV show Dynasty in 1989. 
Placing fourteenth on a list of 
People Magazine’s The Best Stuff 
To Have, behind Playstation 8 and 
a pet llama, the diamond industry 
decided that any further slippage 
in appeal could put diamonds in 
the same category as comfortable 
shoes, which placed 28th on the list. 
   Asked to explain why diamonds 
should cost so much, Mica Breech, 
vice president of the Diamond Club 
responded, “Well, it’s all those 
little symmetrical angles that are 

cut into them. We really try hard 
to make them symmetrical. And 
diamonds are glittery too. And 
they fit onto rings real well. That 
has to do with the symmetry.” 
   When it was pointed out to 
Breech that she said diamonds 
were symmetrical three times, she 
replied, “Well they are, you know?” 
   The centerpiece of the campaign 
is to have the James Bond movie 
Diamonds Are Forever named as 
a global treasure by the leaders of 
all the major countries.  To date, the 
Finance Minister of Holland and 
the Vice President of the only high 
school in Bulgaria have agreed. 
MD Plates Cause Problem 
   Carson, CA - A man driving a car 
with MD on the plates was forced 
by a crowd to stop at an accident 
site and perform CPR on the 
accident victim. The driver, Gary 
Fipps, tried to explain to the crowd 
that he was not a doctor and that the 
car belonged to a friend. The crowd 
would not accept his explanation. 
   “They just kept screaming, 
Doctor, please do something! 
I tried to explain, but they 
were so insistent,” Fipps said. 
   Fipps began mouth-to-mouth 
resuscitation on the middle-
aged man slumped over in his 
badly damaged vehicle when 
the victim jumped up and began 
reining blows on Fipps’ head. 
   When police arrived they 
determined that the accident 
victim had been daydreaming 
about Tina Louise from Gilligan’s 
Island and crashed his car into the 
pole. The driver, unhurt, decided 
to take nap until help arrived. 
   Fipps was treated for a cracked 
tooth on the scene by a postal 
worker driving a car with DDS on 
his license plate. 

The First Bar Mitzvah Ceremony 
at Ellis Island

money for the restoration:  Save 
Ellis Island, Inc.  He believes it is 
important to restore and preserve 
Ellis Island to remember and honor 
all those people, including some of 
his great grandparents, who risked 
their lives and suffered hardships 
in order that they and future 
generations (which include him!) 
would lead a better life. 
   Gary Chattman, Bar and Bat 
Mitzvah teacher, author of Coming 
of Age:  Judaic Religious Study 
for Bar/Bat Mitzvah—Without 
Hebrew School, officiated, as 
Max joined the myriad line of his 
ancestors, and became a son of the 
commandment—a Bar Mitzvah.   
Chattman, who has taught 207 of 
his students for this special service,  
accompanied the Bar Mitzvah on 
his keyboard.  
   Chattman is a retired New York 
City teacher and administrator, as 
well as a college professor.  Through 
the years, he has guided many 
thousands of children to have an 
identity in their faith. This service 
denotes a Jewish child’s assuming 
responsibility for continuing the 
faith, and reading from the Torah. 
Usually this ceremony takes 
place in a synagogue, presided 
over by a rabbi, or leader.  Not 
commonly known is the fact that 

this is a TRADITION—not a law 
written into stone. This highly-
motivational program is beneficial 
for Max’s whole extended family—
originally from New York, and 
over the past 40 years, spread out 
to Florida, Michigan, New Jersey, 
Massachusetts and California.  This 
return to Ellis Island is unique, for 
in the past 12 years the Movish 
family hasn’t seen each other, but 
rarely!   This is beneficial for Max, 
the Bar Mitzvah, who will serve 
as “rabbi-cantor” at this service, 
put together with Chattman’s help!   
Using a video-cam lesson each 
week, Chattman and Max share 
the responsibility for the learning 
involved with this service.  This 
Bar Mitzvah will be a wonderful 
dedication to the history and lives 
of Jewish immigrants to our free 
shores, through the gates of Ellis 
Island. 
   Chattman’s book about the 
Holocaust and Jewish identity 
today, 

If I Should Die Before I Wake, was 
published in March of 2008. 

For further information, please 
contact Gary Chattman at 914 
237-2159 or GaryChatty@aol.

com; www.Mrbarmitzvah.com; and 
www.Thesupertutors.com. 

United Lutheran Church of Mount 
Vernon Celebrates 150th Anniversary

The Rev. Carol E.A. Fryer, pastor 
of the United Lutheran Church and 

Chaplain of The Wartburg Adult 
Care Community

of the Wartburg community, 
escorting residents from the 
skilled nursing facility to weekly 
Sunday worship in the Chapel, 
and volunteering at special 
events. In 1990, the Bishop of the 
Metropolitan New York Synod 
of the ELCA gave permission for 
Wartburg’s Chaplain, the Rev. Dr. 
James Sudbrock, to become the 
minister of the congregation. The 

tradition of the chaplain serving as 
United Lutheran’s pastor continues 
today with the ministry of the Rev. 
Carol E. A. Fryer. 
   On Sunday, June 8, during the 
weekly 10:15 AM service, the 
congregation will celebrate their 
150th year and the service of 
installation for Dolores McKay, 
MDiv, as a seminary intern.  A 
reception for Ms. McKay will 
follow on the beautiful grounds of 
Wartburg’s park-like campus. 
   Other special events are planned 
in celebration of the anniversary 
year. These include Sunday, May 
18, when the Rev. Faith Lugazia 
from Bukoba, Tanzania, will be 
the guest preacher at the 10:15 AM 
service in Wartburg Chapel.  Rev. 
Lugazia was one of the first women 
to be ordained in the Northwestern 
Diocese of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Tanzania. 
   There will also be a guest 
preacher, The Rev. John Lunn, on 
“Missionary Sunday,” June 29.  The 
United Lutheran Church is one of 
several churches that support Rev. 
Lunn’s mission at Phebe Hospital 
in Liberia.  Rev. Lunn will give a 
presentation after Sunday service, 
and that will be followed by a 
luncheon. 

DOBBS FERRY, NY -- …chocolate, 
vanilla, and mint chocolate chip 
ice cream, are some of the top ten 
reasons why families will enjoy 
Chabad of the Rivertowns’s Annual 
Shavuot Ice Cream Party, where the 
ten commandments will be read. 
The celebration will take place on 
Monday, June 9, 2008, at 6:15 p.m. 
   Past sundown of Sunday June 
8th past sundown of Monday, June 
9th, commemorates the holiday of 
Shavuot, the day the Jews received 
the Ten Commandments (Torah) and 
the revelation on Mount Sinai, 3,320 
years ago. The Mitzvah (blessing) 
of the day on Shavuot, is to hear the 
reading of the Ten Commandments, 
and it is also customary to eat 
dairy * foods on the holiday.  
   As part of Chabad of the 
Rivertown’s mission statement to 

Shavuot Ice Cream Party
Top 10 Reasons to Come and Hear the Ten Commandments!

reveal the beauty and joy within 
Judaism, there will be a special 
children’s program for this Shavout. 
A fun, “Ice Cream Party” for the 
children during the reading of the 
Ten Commandments is scheduled 
for 6:15 pm, on Monday, June 9th 
at Chabad, 303 Broadway in Dobbs 
Ferry. There will also be a light dairy 
dinner buffet. There is no charge for 
the party. All are welcome!
    For more information about 
Chabad of the Rivertowns call 

914-693-6100 or visit the www.
chabadrt.org Website. 
* Some reasons why dairy is 
consumed on Shavuot:
1. The Biblical book Song of Songs 
(4:11) refers to the sweet nourishing 
value of Torah by saying: “It drips 
from your lips, like honey and milk 
under your tongue.”
2. The verse in Exodus 23:19 
juxtaposes the holiday of Shavuot 
with the prohibition of mixing milk 
and meat. On Shavuot, observant 
Jews therefore eat separate meals -- 
one of milk and one of meat.
3. Upon receiving the Torah at 
Mount Sinai, the Jews immediately 
became obligated in the laws of 
Sh’chita -- slaughter of animals. 
Since they did not have time to 
prepare kosher meat, they ate dairy 
instead.
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Kick off your Memorial Day Weekend with a FREE showing of:

on a 2-story high outdoor screen at Library Green!

Bring a blanket or lawn chairs for a family

night out under the stars!

(Rain location: Ossie Davis Theater in the

New Rochelle Public Library).

Festivities include film shorts by New Rochelle

students and raffle drawing.

Gelato and Popcorn for sale before the show.

Presented By:

The New Rochelle BID                                      The New Rochelle PTA Council

Corporate Sponsor

GO GREEN!
SAVE SOME GREEN.

MAKE SOME GREEN.

Please Patronize Our Advertisers


